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Eastern Catholics bless lake in Theophany liturgy
BY NISSA LAPOINT
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Joggers, other pedestrians
and their pets who visited
Washington Park Jan. 7 were
perhaps the unwitting recipients of a special blessing.
Many passing by the Denver
park that morning turned to
look and others stopped to
watch as Byzantine Father
Michael O’Loughlin, clad in
golden priestly vestments,
walked to the edge of
Grasmere Lake to sprinkle
holy water and make the Sign
of the Cross.
He sang a blessing before
throwing a makeshift wooden
cross onto the frozen lake.
“Make it a fount of incorruptibility, a gift of sanctification, a redemption of sins, a
healing potion for illness and
a destroyer of demons,”
Father O’Loughlin chanted in
part of the prayer. “So that all
who receive it may be purified
in soul and body, cured of ills,
sanctified in their homes and
given every befitting grace.”
One man stopped nearby
with his dog to watch the ceremony.
“It looks like they’re ... blessing the lake?” said 59-year-old
John Campesino, who asked if
Father O’Loughlin and those
with him were Catholic.
Father O’Loughlin, pastor of
Holy Protection of the Mother
of God Byzantine Catholic
Church, and about a dozen of
his parishioners processed to
the park that day to revive an
old tradition popular for
Eastern Catholics called the
Great Blessing of Waters.
The group walked from
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BYZANTINE Father Michael O’Loughlin, pastor of Holy Protection of the Mother of God Byzantine
Catholic Church in south Denver, holds his hand over Grasmere Lake at Washington Park Jan. 7
as he blesses the water in a rite marking the feast of Theophany, which commemorates the baptism of Christ. A dozen parishioners processed from the church, located near Arizona Avenue
and University Boulevard, to the nearby lake in a Byzantine Catholic tradition.
their church near Arizona
Avenue
and
University
Boulevard to Washington Park
to participate in the tradition
typically done on the feast of
the Theophany, meaning “appearance of God,” also known
as Epiphany in Roman-rite
churches.
The Byzantine Church, one
of the 21 Eastern Churches in
communion with Rome, celebrates this feast day to commemorate when the Holy
Trinity appeared to man for
the first time as Christ was
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baptized in the Jordan River
by John the Baptist.
“The tradition among
Eastern Christians is that each
parish blesses the body of
water closest to them,” Father
O’Loughlin said. “And so if
every parish in the whole
world is doing that then all the
waters of the world are being
blessed.”
Eastern Catholics also bless
water on the eve of the feast
that parishioners will drink
and the priest will use
throughout the year for bless-

ing homes and vehicles.
Preserving tradition was repeated by several parishioners
who attended the celebration.
“I’d like to revive the old traditions so they don’t get lost,”
said
54-year-old
Susan
Stecker, who grew up in the
Byzantine Catholic Church.
After dressing warmly with
gloves and coats, parishioners
carried an icon of the
Theophany, a Bible, a gold
image of a six-winged angel,

See Liturgy, Page 8
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Man reared at children’s home, now
works there
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Married, ordained or consecrated: A
primer on vocations
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315 - 367 / Feast - Jan. 13
Hilary, a French bishop, was a strong defender of
the divinity of Christ and of the Trinity. “Anyone
who fails to see Christ Jesus as at once truly
God and truly man is blind to his own life,” he
wrote. He was banished under Emperor
Constantius II for opposing the Arians, those
claiming that Jesus was not of the same substance as God. Hilary pushed for the acceptance of the Nicene
Creed to ensure unity in Christian belief. He was named a Doctor of
the Church by Pius IX in 1851.
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Postcard campaign aims to A
protect traditional marriage k

BISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

JAMES D. CONLEY

BY NISSA LAPOINT

Make no mistake: civil
unions are an effort
to redefine marriage
Today, Jan. 11, the Colorado State Legislature begins its
2012 session. Among the proposed legislation is a bill to promote “civil-unions,” which will give state protections to homosexual relationships, affording these unions the same
rights, benefits and safeguards that come with marriage.
Make no mistake about it, “civil-unions” are an effort to redefine marriage by creating an equivalent, legally-protected relationship for same-sex couples, which will further erode the
unique status of marriage.
Marriage is among the oldest human institutions. The communion of husband and wife is a unique reality that has no true
parallel. As Christians, we believe that the first marriage has its
origins with our first parents, Adam and Eve. But even non-believers know that marriage is an ancient and revered human relationship. Marriage is a fundamental, objective reality.
Catholics believe that marriage is part of the natural law
and its blueprint is written in the fiber of our being. The exclusive and permanent bond of a man and woman joined in
marriage offers to the couple and to society a preeminent
value that cannot be redesigned by legal dictate.
The Catholic Church doesn’t teach that persons who experience homosexual inclinations are evil—quite the contrary,
in fact. But our Church does believe that homosexual attraction is a tragic distortion of the great gift of sexuality God has
given us. And civil-union laws endorse and sanction that distortion by suggesting that homosexual relationships are
equivalent to marriage.
As the Colorado Catholic bishops have said recently: “To be
clear, in opposing civil unions we have no desire to deny anyone his or her fundamental civil rights. Nearly every benefit
being sought by this legislation is already legally available to
Coloradans. … Our opposition to civil union legislation or
any legislation that seeks to redefine marriage should not be
misconstrued as a condemnation of homosexual people or
an attack on fundamental human rights. We affirm what our
Church teaches—namely, that we must treat our homosexual
sisters and brothers with dignity and love, as we would all
God’s children.”
Across boundaries and throughout history marriage has
been regarded as the fundamental relationship in civil societies.
Marriage, between a man and a woman, begets families.
Families beget communities. Communities beget cultures and
societies and nations. At the core of human communities is
the family. And at the core of the family is marriage.
Since ancient times, successful and sound societies have created laws to protect and promote the institution of marriage.
Aristotle and Plato believed that protecting families was at the
heart of governmental responsibility. So did Moses and David.
So did George Washington and John Adams.
When governments create laws to protect marriage, they
ensure that women and men are viewed equally before the
law. They ensure that families can help and protect each
other. Most of all, they state that children have the right to
two parents, a mother and father, who can love them and
care for them.
Marriage law requires men to treat women with dignity. They
allow husbands and wives to share property, and parents to
pass on property to children. Marriage laws require parents to
fulfill their responsibilities to care for their children. All of these
laws support marriage, which is a just exercise of civil power.
Bishop Salvatore J. Cordileone, chairman of the U.S. bishops’
Subcommittee for the Promotion and Defense of Marriage, said
recently “in no way can civil union measures be considered a
permissible compromise or a step in advancing the common
good; instead, they directly violate principles of justice and accelerate the push to redefine marriage itself.”

See Conley, Page 5

Thousands of volunteers are
expected to mobilize this
weekend and sweep the state
bringing postcards from
parish to parish, person to
person, to combat anticipated
legislation that will legalize
civil unions in Colorado.
The Colorado Catholic
Conference, the public-policy
organization that serves the
dioceses of Denver, Pueblo
and Colorado Springs, ordered 135,000 postcards it
wants Catholic faithful to sign
Jan. 14-15 at their parish in a
unified effort to tell their state
representatives to vote against
legislation establishing civil
unions.
“I think what we really want
is to bring an awareness to
this issue,” said Jenny Kraska,
executive director of the conference. “If we’re going to protect traditional marriage in
the state, we need to have
people who agree with that to
stand up and have their voices
heard.”
The initiative is in response
to a civil union bill—similar to
Senate Bill 172 voted down
last April—legislators are expected to propose during the
Colorado General Assembly’s
next session, which begins
today.
The Knights of Columbus
are joining parish volunteers
in distributing the postcards
and manning tables to gather
as many signatures as possible. After the name and address lines are filled out, the
postcards will be mailed to
local representatives.
“What’s good about it is that
not only will the postcards
hopefully do some good, but
the campaign is raising an
awareness to all parishioners
(about) the importance of
doing something,” said Mary
Dalton, a member of the
Respect Life Committee and
parishioner at St. Thomas
More Parish in Centennial.
Some 30 parishes requested
the postcards to distribute
after Masses this weekend.
Among the larger requests

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
Contact the Colorado
Catholic Conference
Phone: 303-894-8808
Online: www.cocatholic
conference.org
Email: ccc@cocatholic
conference.org

were St. Thomas More Parish,
which ordered 5,000 postcards, and St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Parish in Fort Collins,
which ordered 2,000.
The three bishops in
Colorado approved the postcards that read: “Protect traditional marriage. Vote ‘no’ on
civil union legislation.”
On the back of the postcard
is a short statement addressed
to a senator and representative asking them to vote no
because “traditional marriage
is the cornerstone of our society that exists for the benefit
of children and the protection
of women.”
In a letter to parishes,
Bishop James Conley, apostolic administrator for the
Denver Archdiocese, asked all
parishes to be involved in the
initiative.
“It is imperative that we use
our resources to educate the
faithful about the Church’s
teachings on these matters,”
Bishop Conley wrote. “Civil
union laws seek to give samesex relationships a legal
equivalency to marriage; they
erode cultural and legal protection of marriage. This is
fundamentally unjust.”
A key argument from civil
union advocates is that it’s a
fundamental
civil
right,
Kraska said. Yet the rights
claimed to be absent for
same-sex couples—including
hospital visitation and designated beneficiary agreements—are legally available,
she said.
Catholic
hospitals
in
Colorado do not prevent
same-sex couples from visiting a partner, said Christine
Woolsey, vice president of cor-

porate communications forB
the Sisters of Charity of
Leavenworth Health System,
which runs Exempla St.w
Joseph in Denver, Exemplab
Lutheran Medical Center ine
Wheat Ridge and ExemplaE
Good Samaritan Medicalc
a
Center in Lafayette.
“Our policy is to allow allL
loved ones in to visit,” Woolseyn
said.
In 2009, former Gov. BillB
Ritter signed into law desig-p
nated beneficiary legislationE
that enables any two peoples
over 18 years old to sign a con-s
tract ensuring certain rightsn
and financial protections, notl
limited to estate planning and
l
medical decisions.
For some Coloradans op-m
posed to civil unions, calling ita
a civil rights issue is mislead-f
ing. Former state senator Edt
Jones of Colorado Springs,l
who testified against civilm
union legislation in the 2011“
l
session, finds it offensive.
“For me it’s just deplorable,”A
said Jones. “(Advocates) were
comparing it to the civil rightsc
movement, but the civil rightsa
movement began in the ‘50sf
and ‘60s and there’s no com-C
parison. You can look at mei
and you can assume that I amr
black. I cannot look at any-i
body on God’s earth and as-“
sume they are gay or homo-u
sexual … unless they tell me.b
This is a whole lot differentt
M
than what blacks faced.”
In a joint statement thed
bishops of Colorado—Bishopl
Conley, Colorado Springsf
Bishop Michael Sheridan andw
Pueblo Bishop Fernandoa
Isern—said in opposing civilF
unions, they have no desire to
deny anyone his or her funda-o
L
mental rights.
“Nearly every benefit beingc
sought by this legislation is al-L
ready legally available toa
Coloradans,” the bishopsP
wrote in the statement. “Theh
truth is the movement fori
recognition of ‘same-sex marriage’ and ‘civil unions’ is less
about benefits and rights and
more about societal acceptance and approval of homosexual relationships.”
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Actor Eduardo Verástegui to
keynote pregnancy center gala

THE GOOD NEWS ON YOUTH

CHRISTOPHER STEFANICK

BY ROXANNE KING

He starred in the awardwinning film “Bella,” and has
become known for his pro-life
efforts.
Actor-producer
Eduardo Verástegui, 37, is
coming to Denver to keynote
a gala to help launch The
Lighthouse, a Catholic pregnancy center.
The benefit dinner, “A
Beacon of Hope,” is set for 5:30
p.m. Jan. 26 at the Wildlife
Experience in Parker. The event
starts with a cocktail hour and
silent auction, followed by dinner, a talk by Verástegui and a
live auction.
“Many know Eduardo as the
lead actor in the Catholic
movie, ‘Bella,’ however, he is
also an international speaker,
film producer and most importantly, a much recognized prolife advocate,” said gala committee member Laurie Heath.
“He, himself, has opened a prolife pregnancy center in Los
Angeles.”
After experiencing huge success in both his native Mexico
and in Hollywood that left him
feeling he had left behind the
Catholic values he believed
in—he was a Mexican soap and
recording star when he starred
in 20th Century Fox’s comedic
“Chasing Papi”—Verástegui
undertook a self-imposed sabbatical of several years. During
that time, he co-founded
Metanoia Films, aiming to produce movies that could change
lives and hearts. Metanoia’s
first film, the pro-life “Bella,”
won the People’s Choice Award
at the 2007 Toronto Film
Festival.
The mission of the privately
operated and funded The
Lighthouse in east Denver is
close to Verástegui’s heart.
Located at 3884 Olive St.—
across the street from Planned
Parenthood of the Rockies
headquarters—The Lighthouse
intends to offer help and hope

Gabino’s fall
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ACTOR-PRODUCER and pro-life advocate Eduardo Verástegui
attends the Denver Archdiocese’s 2010 Respect Life Mass in
this Denver Catholic Register file photo.

LIGHTHOUSE
GALA
When: 5:30 p.m. Jan. 26
Where: Wildlife Experience,
10035 S. Peoria St., Parker
Cost: $50 per person; sponsorships available
Tickets: visit
www.lighthousedenver.org
or call 303-902-0850

to women to bring their pregnancy to term. Groundbreaking
for the facility took place in
September.
“We will demonstrate compassion, competence and
faithfulness in serving those
who come to our center for advice and counsel,” Heath said.
“The Lighthouse will encourage and uphold Catholic teachings regarding human sexuality, reproductive health and
medical referrals.”
The center, organizers said,
will offer pregnancy testing, ultrasound imaging, counseling,
adoption referrals and lifeskills education.
“There is a magnitude of
needs in starting up a nonprof-

it such as The Lighthouse,”
Heath explained. “We are
hopeful that our first benefit
dinner, ‘A Beacon of Hope,’ will
bring in enough funds to get
our facility up and running by
spring.”
Local radio personality Dan
Caplis will serve as the gala’s
master
of
ceremonies;
Lighthouse chaplain Father
John Paul Leyba will give the
invocation and real estate professional Brendan Moran will
act as auctioneer, touting items
that include an Italian dinner
with honored guests Los
Angeles Archbishop José
Gomez and Denver’s Bishop
James Conley in the home of
Lighthouse co-founders, couple Deacon Mark and Laura
Salvato.
“People can expect a wonderful evening from beginning
to end,” declared Heath. “We
are so excited!”
The Wildlife Experience is located at 10035 S. Peoria St. Gala
tickets cost $50 per person;
table sponsorships range from
$500-$2,500. Reservation deadline is Jan. 14. For tickets, visit
www.lighthousedenver. org or
call Cathy Stemper at 303-9020850.

Nearly 94, author-Deacon George Reinert dies

Deacon Reinert
was the eldest
deacon in the
Denver
Archdiocese
BY DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER

The oldest deacon in the
Denver Archdiocese, Deacon
George Reinert, died Dec.

31. A deacon for 36 years, he
was two days shy of his 94th
birthday.
Deacon Reinert was born
on Jan. 2, 1918, in Boulder,
Colo. He attended Regis High
School (now Regis Jesuit)
and went on to graduate from
Regis College (now Regis
University) in 1939.
He enlisted in the Army in
1941 and worked as a quartermaster in Sitka, Alaska, to
support the war efforts in the
Pacific. While in Sitka he met
his future bride, Helen

Jordan.
They
were
married on Aug. 21, 1944. In
1972 he moved his family to
San Diego, Calif., where he
began diaconate formation. He was ordained on
May 17, 1975, in the Diocese
of San Diego by Bishop Leo
Thomas Maher.
After moving to Arizona,
Deacon Reinert was incardinated into the Diocese of
Phoenix in February 1980. He
served most of his active min-

See Deacon, Page 7

Something can be learned from every scandal. I lived and
worked in the San Gabriel region of the Los Angeles
Archdiocese for almost five years. Gabino Zavala was the
bishop assigned to our region.
About a month ago, Bishop Zavala informed Los Angeles
Archbishop José Gomez that he had been living a double life
and had fathered two children with the same woman.
The Archdiocese of Los Angeles has agreed to preserve the
family’s anonymity out of respect for their privacy and has offered financial help with the children’s college education. The
Vatican accepted Bishop Zavala’s resignation on Jan. 4.
The news made me sick, sad and angry all at the same
time. Scandal upon scandal has made it an exhausting 10
years for U.S. Catholics.
Bishop Zavala was well loved. He grew up in L.A. He knew
the culture and its needs. He worked hard to serve the poor
and to uphold the rights of immigrants and prisoners. One religious sister who grew up in the region reflected: “It is a huge
grace that he admitted this. He was a gentle and loving soul.
He still is. Now, he can live in true peace. Let us pray for him.”
So, to turn this mud into mortar, what can be learned from
this particular scandal? I think it’s a good reminder that
everyone, even someone who might look like a saint on the
outside, needs accountability. Perhaps this is something that
can be learned from every scandal.
Whether it is a priest who breaks his vows, a husband who
cheats on his wife, or a businessman who embezzles millions, people don’t enter their vocations in life with the deliberate intent to cause scandal and destroy lives.
But between point A, when a person decides to devote himself to some high ideal, and point Z when he becomes a headline, there are a lot of points. I have to wonder if Bishop Zavala
was talking to anyone about what he was going through as he
sped past points B through Y. Who was he accountable to? Who
did he bare his soul to? In his lofty post, did he feel safe telling
anyone what he was being tempted by before he fell into it?
I can guess the answers to those questions, though of
course, I can’t know for certain. What I do know is that Bishop
Zavala’s fall is a sobering reminder that we need to keep ourselves accountable to people around us.
My family and friends save me from falling just as much as
any virtue I may have developed over the years. For example,
I have no desire to look at Internet porn. While I hope it’s because I have the virtue of chastity, I think the lack of temptation I experience in this area is also simply because I lack opportunities for that sin.
I have a computer in a public place in my house and five
kids walking around. There are techs at my work that would
be notified if I searched for inappropriate stuff in the office.
There’s a wife who would kill me if I did. And the confessor
who I sit down with face-to-face every month would have to
hear about it.
When the people someone is surrounded by put a brick
wall between that person and some sin, it never gets much
opportunity to become a serious temptation.
Sequoias are the largest trees on earth. Their roots don’t go
deep. They go wide. When they interlock with all the other sequoias around them, they become the strongest of trees. Cut
down every sequoia around another and no matter how massive its trunk, it is far more likely to fall. Likewise, we need
each other to stand tall. That’s why God made so many of us.
We need candid conversations with friends, family and confessors who we can be real with and who won’t shun us when
we tell them what’s been tempting us or what weakness we’ve
been struggling with. Without that, I think that we’re all
Gabinos waiting to happen—to a greater or lesser degree.
I hope Bishop Zavala and all involved will find that kind of
support in the Christian community after this fall. And I hope
that we’ll all be reminded that no one is beyond becoming a
scandal if we aren’t standing with the help of others.
Christopher Stefanick is the director of Youth, Young Adult
and Campus Ministry for the Archdiocese of Denver as well as
a speaker and author. For more information, visit www.chrisstefanick.com.
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Converts and the
symphony of truth
Why do adults become Catholics?
There are as many reasons for “converting” as there are converts. Evelyn Waugh became a Catholic with, by his own admission, “little emotion but clear conviction”: this was the truth; one
ought to adhere to it. Cardinal Avery Dulles wrote that his journey into the Catholic Church began when, as an unbelieving
Harvard undergraduate detached from his family’s staunch
Presbyterianism, he noticed a leaf shimmering with raindrops
while taking a walk along the Charles River in Cambridge, Mass.;
such beauty could not be accidental, he thought—there must be
a Creator. Thomas Merton found Catholicism aesthetically, as
well as intellectually, attractive: once the former Columbia freethinker and dabbler in communism and Hinduism found his
way into a Trappist monastery and became a priest, he explained the Mass to his unconverted friend, poet Robert Lax, by
analogy to a ballet. Until his death in 2007, Cardinal Jean-Marie
Lustiger insisted that his conversion to Catholicism was not a rejection of, but a fulfillment of, the Judaism into which he was
born; the cardinal could often be found at Holocaust memorial
services reciting the names of the martyrs, including “Gisèle
Lustiger, ma maman” (“my mother”).
Two of the great 19th-century converts were geniuses of the
English language: theologian John Henry Newman and poet
Gerard Manley Hopkins. This tradition of literary converts continued in the 20th century, and included Waugh, Graham
Greene, Edith Sitwell, Ronald Knox and Walker Percy. Their heritage lives today at Our Savior’s Church on Park Avenue in New
York, where convert author, wit, raconteur and amateur pugilist
George William Rutler presides as pastor.
In early American Catholicism, the fifth archbishop of
Baltimore (and de facto primate of the United States), Samuel
Eccleston, was a convert from Anglicanism, as was the first native-born American saint and the precursor of the Catholic
school system, Elizabeth Anne Seton. Mother Seton’s portrait in
the offices of the archbishop of New York is somewhat incongruous, as the young widow Seton, with her children, was run out of
New York by her unforgiving Anglican in-laws when she became
a Catholic. On his deathbed, another great 19th-century convert,
Henry Edward Manning of England, who might have become
the Anglican archbishop of Canterbury but became the Catholic
archbishop of Westminster instead, took his long-deceased wife’s
prayer book from beneath his pillow and gave it to a friend, saying that it had been his spiritual inspiration throughout his life.
If there is a thread running through these diverse personalities, it may be this: that men and women of intellect, culture
and accomplishment have found in Catholicism what Blessed
John Paul II called the “symphony of truth.” That rich and complex symphony, and the harmonies it offers, is an attractive,
compelling and persuasive alternative to the fragmentation of
modern and post-modern intellectual and cultural life, where
little fits together and much is cacophony. Catholicism, however, is not an accidental assembly of random truth-claims; the
creed is not an arbitrary catalogue of propositions and neither
is the Catechism of the Catholic Church. It all fits together, and
in proposing that symphonic harmony, Catholicism helps fit all
the aspects of our lives together, as it orders our loves and loyalties in the right direction.
You don’t have to be an intellectual to appreciate this “symphony of truth,” however. For Catholicism is, first of all, an encounter with a person, Jesus Christ, who is “the way, the truth,
and the life” (John 14:6). And to meet that person is to meet the
truth that makes all the other truths of our lives make sense.
Indeed, the embrace of Catholic truth in full, as lives like
Blessed John Henry Newman’s demonstrate, opens one up to
the broadest possible range of intellectual encounters.
Viewed from outside, Catholicism can seem closed and unwelcoming. As Evelyn Waugh noted, though, it all seems so much
more spacious and open from the inside. The Gothic, with its
soaring vaults and buttresses and its luminous stained glass, is
not a classic Catholic architectural form by accident. The full
beauty of the light, however, washes over you when you come in.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Jan. 15: Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• 1 Samuel 3:3-10, 19
• Psalm 40:2-10
• 1 Corinthians 6:13-20
• John 1:35-42
Synopsis: To “listen” in the
biblical sense means to hear
with the intention of responding to what one has heard—
which is what we should all be
doing every Sunday! This
week’s readings involve people who humbly responded to
the call of God. In the first
reading Samuel, whose name
means “he who hears God,”
was keeping vigil in the temple when God called him.
According to tradition he was
12 years old, the same age as
Jesus when he was found in
the Temple where he was “listening to the rabbis and asking them questions” (Lk 2:2152). The calling of Samuel in
the Temple prefigures Christ’s
calling as “the lamb of God
who takes away the sins of the
world.” It also foreshadows
the calling of the disciples in
this week’s Gospel. In the
Psalm we echo Samuel’s response: “Here I am, Lord; I

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

More on Tim Tebow
and prayer
Regarding
the
Denver
Catholic Register’s letters to
the editor “A prayer for
Tebow” (Nov. 30, 2011) and
“The ‘Hail Mary’ and Tim
Tebow” (Dec. 14, 2011).
I would believe that Tim
Tebow is kneeling to thank

come to do your will.” In the
second reading St. Paul says,
“Your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit.” When we’re baptized we not only become
members of Christ and
cleansed of original sin, we are
also given the Holy Spirit who
enables us hear the word of
God and respond. The Gospel
readings between Epiphany
and Ash Wednesday (Feb. 22)
all have to do with, in one way
or another, the manifestation
of Jesus as the Christ and Son
of God. In this week’s Gospel,
we hear about the calling of
the first disciples, who respond to Jesus’ invitation to
“come and see.” After listening
to the Lord well into the night,
they come to recognize him as
the Messiah.
Andrew responds to this revelation by
immediately sharing the good
news with his brother, Simon
Peter.
Key verse: “If you are called,
reply, ‘Speak, Lord, for your
servant is listening’” (1 Sam
3:10).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “In sacred Scripture,
the Church constantly finds
her nourishment and her
strength, for she welcomes it
not as a human word, but as
what it really is, the word of
God. In the sacred books, the
his—and
our—heavenly
Father, and obeying the savior, Jesus Christ, who taught
us (paraphrase), “When you

Father who is in heaven
comes lovingly to meet his
children, and talks with them”
(No. 104).
Pope Benedict XVI: “The
word of God draws each of us
into a conversation with the
Lord: the God who speaks
teaches us how to speak to
him. Our whole existence becomes a dialogue with the
God who speaks and listens,
who calls us and gives direction to our lives. Here the
word of God reveals that our
entire life is under the divine
call” (“Verbum Domini,” 24).

Application: God speaks to
us whenever we read the
Scriptures. He speaks to us especially at Mass when the
word of God is proclaimed. If
you have trouble discerning
what God is saying to you, ask
the Holy Spirit to open your
heart so that you can hear
what you need to hear. Like
Samuel say, “Speak, Lord, for
your servant is listening.” The
Lord has something he wants
to say to you. Are you listening?

James Cavanagh is director of
Evangelization and Catechesis
for metro-area parishes of the
Denver Archdiocese. Cavanagh’s
column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register.

pray, say: ‘Our Father, who art
in heaven…” (Mt 6:6-13).
Rita Regnier
Longmont

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250 words and should include the writer’s name, address and telephone number. We rely on our readers to recognize that the opinions expressed in letters to the editor are those of the author and are not necessarily those of
the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation or
libelous statements will not be printed. Unsigned letters will not be printed. Letters may
be edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO
80210 or fax to 303-715-2045. E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Jan. 11: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)

Jan. 14: Mass, Mother of God Parish (4 p.m.)

Jan. 12: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.);
Personnel Board and College of Consultors’ meeting,
JPII Center (10:30 a.m.)

Jan. 15: Mass, Mother of God Parish (7 a.m. and
8:30 a.m.)

Jan. 13: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)

Jan. 17: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)

Jan. 16: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Very Rev. Randy Dollins, V.F., appointed dean for the Western Slope Deanery, effective Jan. 1, 2012, until
Dec. 31, 2014.
Very Reverend Kenneth Koehler, V.F., appointed dean for the North Denver Deanery, effective Jan. 1, 2012,
until Dec. 31, 2014.
Very Rev. Peter Quang Nguyen, V.F., appointed dean for the Southeast Denver Deanery, effective Jan. 1,
2012, until Dec. 31, 2014.
Very Rev. Jerome Rohr, V.F., appointed dean for the West Central Denver Deanery, effective Jan. 1, 2012,
until Dec. 31, 2014.
Rev. Alan Hartway, C.P.P.S., appointed parochial vicar pro tem at Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Boulder,
Colo., effective immediately, until his ministry in the archdiocese is completed. This is in addition to his duties as parochial vicar at Guardian Angels Parish, Mead, Colo.
Deacon Robert Rinne, appointed liaison to the retired clergy of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective Jan. 9, 2012.

The following assignment by Rev. Marlon Rodrigues, O.C.D., regional vicar, Carmelite Friars, Morogoro,
Tanzania, is confirmed by Bishop James D. Conley, apostolic administrator for Denver.
Rev. Raymond Santhanaz, O.C.D., granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver and appointed
parochial vicar at St. Thomas More Parish, Centennial, Colo., effective immediately, until his ministry in the
archdiocese is completed.
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Children get lesson on Mexican culture, rodeo
LISA
TRUJILLO,
director of
Folklorico
Dancers in
Denver,
performs for
students at
St. Catherine
of Siena
School in
northwest
Denver Dec.
15.

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

Last month, students at St.
Catherine of Siena School in
Denver were treated with previews of acts for the Jan. 8
Mexican Rodeo Extravaganza,
part of the National Western
Stock Show. Horseman Jerry

Diaz, known as "El Charro de
Corazon," performed rope
artistry and taught charro culture; along with Lisa Trujillo,
director of the Folklorico
Dancers in Denver who performed traditional Mexican

dances. Diaz also spoke to
students about American
cowboys, the heritage of
Mexican cowboys, and life lessons including character, integrity, family and tradition.

Conley

ties for many groups. There
will likely be further consequences. Redefining marriage
means that government will
try to redefine truth.
In our parishes this weekend, the Colorado Catholic
Conference will ask us to sign
postcards suggesting to our
legislators that civil unions are
dangerous and unjust. Joining
this postcard campaign will
take no time at all. But it allows each of us to speak the
truth—to ask the government
to respect the plan for marriage God has given us. I pray
you will join me in this campaign. Doing so protects children, protects marriage and,
ultimately, protects the common good of all of us.

Read related story on Page 2,
which includes boxed information for contacting the Colorado
Catholic Conference.

From Page 2
Protecting marriage—protecting truth—is a fundamental
governmental responsibility.
Redefining it is beyond the ability of any human government.
We do not know the longterm consequences of creating
a parallel for marriage, distinct
from its ancient and natural
meaning. But we do know
they will be severe. It’s already
clear that some view civil
unions as a stepping-stone to
endorsing polygamous relationships. Furthermore, civil
unions allow for adoption of
children by same-sex couples,
and infringe on religious liber-
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Vatican issues recommendations for celebrating Year of Faith
BY CAROL GLATZ

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—In an
effort to help Catholics have a
better and correct understanding of their faith and become authentic witnesses to Christ, the
Vatican issued a list of pastoral
recommendations for celebrating the upcoming Year of Faith.
The Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith released a
“note” Jan. 7 outlining the aims
of the special year and ways
bishops, dioceses, parishes and
communities can promote “the
truth of the faith,” the congregation said.
It also announced that within
the Pontifical Council for

Promoting New Evangelization,
a secretariat would be set up to
suggest and coordinate different
initiatives. The new department
will be responsible for launching
a special website for sharing
useful information on the Year
of Faith.
Pope Benedict XVI wanted the
Year of Faith, which runs from
Oct. 11, 2012, to Nov. 24, 2013, to
help the Church focus its attention on “Jesus Christ and the
beauty of having faith in him,” it
said.
“The Church is well aware of
the problems facing the faith”
and recognizes that without a
revitalization of faith rooted in a
personal encounter with Jesus,

CNS PHOTO/L'OSSERVATORE ROMANO VIA REUTERS

POPE BENEDICT XVI blesses a child at the end of a Mass at which
he baptized 16 infants in the Sistine Chapel at the Vatican Jan. 8.
“then all other reforms will remain ineffective,” it said citing
the pope’s Dec. 22 address to the
Roman Curia.
The year is meant to “contribute to a renewed conversion
to the Lord Jesus and to the rediscovery of faith, so that the
members of the Church will be
credible and joy-filled witnesses
to the risen Lord, capable of
leading those many people who
are seeking it to the door of
faith,” the note said.
Critical to renewing one’s faith
and being a credible witness is
having a firm and correct understanding of Church teaching, it
said.
Because the year’s start, Oct.
11, coincides with the anniversaries of the opening of the
Second Vatican Council in 1962
and the promulgation of the
Catechism of the Catholic
Church in 1992, it would be an
auspicious occasion to make the
work of the council and the catechism “more widely and deeply

known,” it said.
The congregation said the
pope “has worked decisively for
a correct understanding of the
council, rejecting as erroneous
the so-called ‘hermeneutics of
discontinuity and rupture’ and
promoting what he himself has
termed the ‘hermeneutic of reform,’ of renewal in continuity”
with the Church and tradition.
The catechism “is an integral
part of that ‘renewal in continuity’” by embracing the old and
traditional while expressing it
“in a new way, in order to respond to the questions of our
times,” it said. The note offers
pastoral
recommendations
aimed at aiding “both the encounter with Christ through authentic witnesses to faith, and
the ever-greater understanding
of its contents,” it said.
Among the initiatives will be
various ecumenical events at
the Vatican aimed at restoring
unity among all Christians, including “a solemn ecumenical

BRIEFS

News Service that the ministries
he had been appointed to, and
now his elevation to cardinal,
were not things he could “anticipate, navigate or engineer. It’s
just a matter of being open and
in the right place at the right time
and good things happen.”

Pope names 22 new
cardinals, including
three North Americans
VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope
Benedict XVI named 22 new cardinals, including two from the
United States, and announced a
consistory for their formal induction into the College of
Cardinals Feb. 18. Among those
named
were
Archbishop
Timothy M. Dolan of New York;
Archbishop Edwin F. O’Brien,
pro-grand master of the
Equestrian Order of the Holy
Sepulcher of Jerusalem who still
is administering the Archdiocese
of Baltimore; and Archbishop
Thomas C. Collins of Toronto.
The pope announced the nominations to the faithful in St.
Peter’s Square at noon Jan. 6, before praying the Angelus.
Cardinal-designate O’Brien, who
was in St. Peter’s Square when his
name was announced, said his
priestly life has been “a surprise
at every step. I thought being appointed archbishop of Baltimore
would be the last surprise, but I
was wrong.” He told Catholic

Bishop Zavala resigns
after disclosing he is
father of two children
VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Los
Angeles Auxiliary Bishop Gabino
Zavala has resigned after disclosing to superiors that he is the father of two children. The Vatican
announced the bishop’s resignation Jan. 4 in a one-line statement that cited Church law on
resignation for illness or other
serious reasons. Los Angeles
Archbishop José H. Gomez announced the “sad and difficult”
news in a letter to Catholics in
the archdiocese. He said Bishop
Zavala, who was auxiliary bishop
for the San Gabriel pastoral region, had informed him in early
December that he is the father of
two minor teenage children who
live with their mother in another
state. Archbishop Gomez an-

celebration in which all of the
baptized will reaffirm their faith
in Christ,” it said. There will be
special Masses at the Vatican to
mark the opening and closing of
the Year of Faith, it added.
Some recommendations for
bishops, dioceses and parishes
include ensuring there be better
quality catechetical materials
that conform to Church teaching; promoting Catholic principles and the significance of
Vatican II in the mass media;
hosting events that bring artists,
academics and others together
to renew dialogue between faith
and reason; offering penitential
celebrations; and putting a
focus on liturgy, especially the
Eucharist, it said.
It also called for Vatican II documents, the catechism and its
Compendium to be republished
in more affordable editions and
to distribute the texts digitally
and via other “modern technologies.”
The congregation said it
wanted to promote the recommendations because the office’s
“specific functions include not
only safeguarding sound doctrine and correcting errors but
also, and foremost, promoting
the truth of the faith.”
The congregation’s note,
drafted on the orders of Pope
Benedict, was written in consultation with other Vatican offices
and with the help of the Year of
Faith preparatory committee.
The committee, which operates
under the auspices of the doctrinal congregation, includes U.S.
Cardinals William J. Levada,
congregation prefect; Francis E.
George of Chicago; and
Canadian
Cardinal
Marc
Ouellet,
prefect
of
the
Congregation for Bishops.
nounced early Jan. 4 that Msgr.
James Loughnane, a native of
Ireland, was appointed episcopal vicar for the pastoral region.
Bishop Zavala told Archbishop
Gomez that he had submitted
his resignation to Pope Benedict
XVI. Since that time, Bishop
Zavala has not been in ministry
and “will be living privately,”
Archbishop Gomez said. “The
archdiocese has reached out to
the mother and children to provide spiritual care as well as
funding to assist the children
with college costs. The family’s
identity is not known to the public, and I wish to respect their
right to privacy,” Archbishop
Gomez said. He asked prayers
for all those affected by the situation. Bishop Zavala’s resignation
leaves a vacancy in the chairman’s position of the U.S. bishops’
Committee
on
Communications. Mercy Sister
Mary Ann Walsh, director of
media relations for the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops,
had no immediate announcement about who would assume
the chairmanship. “There won’t
be anything here for a day or
two,” she said.
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Single Catholics invited to Jan.
27-29 national conference
BY JULIE FILBY

Single Catholics of all ages
are invited to the National
Catholic Singles Conference
Jan. 27-29 in Westminster. The
event, which started in
Denver in 2005, is an opportunity for singles to pray together, listen to inspirational
speakers, and enjoy camaraderie with other Catholics.
“I never truly felt fellowship
until I attended the National
Catholic Singles Conference
in Denver in 2006,” said past
attendee
Anna
Maria
Basquez. “People I met there
led to my going to Rome for
the first time on a pilgrimage
with more than 70 Catholic
singles.”
Events will include five
keynote talks, breakout workshops for men and women,
opportunities for adoration
and confession, social time, a
dinner and dance, and two
Masses. Sunday Mass will be
celebrated by Denver’s apostolic administrator, Bishop
James D. Conley.
“Because of this conference,
I realized how literally ‘not
alone’ I am as a single Catholic
in my city, state, nation and
world,” Basquez said. “You’re
never really alone if you have
faith.”
New this year, the weekend
will include pre- and postconference activities through
Denver
Catholic
Speed
Dating. Basquez, the organization’s founder, is excited
about the partnership.
“It’s a good alliance with the
goal of further bringing together Catholic singles,” she

NATIONAL
CATHOLIC
SINGLES
CONFERENCE
When: Jan. 27-29
Where: Westin Westminster,
10600 Westminster Blvd.
Cost before Jan. 20: $139,
$119 students or military
Cost after Jan 20: $159,
$139 students or military
Register:
www.NationalCatholicSingles.
com or 608-561-1791
Denver Catholic Speed Dating
Online:
www.DenverCatholicSpeed
Date.com
Phone: 720-309-5321
Email: DateCatholic@aol.com

said. “It can hone the skills of
participants to talk to others
of faith, better preparing them
for a conference that typically
numbers in the hundreds.”
Organizers expect more
than 400 attendees at the conference.
According to Basquez, the
faith-based speed dating program can help people “break
out of their shell” and provide
opportunities to more easily
meet people from other cities
and states.
“Catholic Speed Dating
serves the purpose of urging
healthy dating and leaving it
to the participants to choose
the people they want to talk
with more,” she said.

Deacon
From Page 3

istry in the Phoenix area,
where he was assigned to four
different parishes. He also
served as director of charity
and development appeal for
the Phoenix Diocese and
helped with fundraising projects.
In 2000, Deacon Reinert
moved to Denver after his
wife died. He was granted
faculties in the Denver
Archdiocese and was assigned to minister at the
Gardens of St. Elizabeth
where he lived for the next 11
years.
In 2004, Deacon Reinert
wrote an autobiographical
book to his guardian angel titled, “Letters to John.”
The book includes an account of his ordination day.
“Reflecting on the life of
Deacon Reinert, it became

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

DEACON George Reinert
wrote an autobiographical
book to his guardian angel
called, “Letters to John.”

Speed dating events will be
held 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Jan. 27
and 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. Jan. 29, at
the Westin Westminster. Cost
is $25 before Jan. 16; $30 after.
For more information, visit
www.DenverCatholicSpeedD
ate.com.
The conference kicks off
Friday evening with a mixer
followed by a keynote address
from Mary Beth Bonacci.
Bonacci will speak on living
the single life “when you didn’t expect it,” and finding God
in that call. Fashion modelturned-missionary Mario St.
Francis will serve as emcee.
Additional keynote speakers
will be Jonathan Reyes, president and CEO of Catholic
Charities of the Denver
Archdiocese and executive director of social ministry;
David Clayton, artist and professor at Thomas More
College of Liberal Arts in
Merrimack, N.H.; Daughter of
St. Paul Sister Helena Burns
speaking on the media and its
influence; and author and
counselor Roy Pettitfils will
close the conference with the
keynote: “Are we fishers of
men or keepers of the aquarium?”
The conference will be held
at the Westin Westminster at
10600 Westminster Blvd. A
discounted rate of $139 will be
offered through Jan. 20; $119
for active military or full-time
students. For information or
to register, visit www.National
CatholicSingles.com or call
608-561-1791. Organizers also
invite participants to stay
Sunday night to socialize then
ski together Monday, Jan. 30.

clear that he died doing what
he loved because he loved
ministering to the people of
God,” said Deacon Joe
Donohoe, director of deacon
personnel for the Denver
Archdiocese.
Deacon Reinert is survived
by his five adult children and
their
spouses—Mary
Jo
Kostka, Helen Ann and Mike
Peters, Marty and SuLien
Reinert, Patricia and Fred
Kimmel,
and
Celeste
Reinert—13 grandchildren
and eight great-grandchildren.
A memorial Mass was celebrated at the Gardens of St.
Elizabeth Jan. 7 and at Regis
University chapel on Jan. 8. He
will be buried with his wife
and three generations of family at Green Mountain
Cemetery in Boulder.
Memorial donations may be
made to KNOM Catholic
Radio Station, P.O. Box 988,
Nome, Alaska, 99762.
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Six-week program to explore the ‘Hebrew Experience’

THE HEBREW
EXPERIENCE

BY JULIE FILBY

Born into a devout Jewish
family, Jesus grew up observing
the Sabbath from sunset Friday
until sunset Saturday. He traveled to Jerusalem with Mary and
Joseph to take part in feasts such
as Pessach (Passover), Shavuot
(Pentecost)
and
Sukkot
(Tabernacles). During his ministry, he used Jewish imagery to
explain his role as Messiah.
Yet many Catholics are not familiar with Jesus’ Jewish roots.
The Community of the
Beatitudes, at St. Catherine of
Siena Parish in Denver, will offer
a seven-week program to teach
participants about Jewish feasts,
the Hebrew alphabet, how to
pray the Hail Mary in Hebrew,
and explain Church teaching on
Israel. The “Hebrew Experience”
will run from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30
p.m.
on
consecutive
Wednesdays, from Jan. 18
through Feb. 29, at the parish
school.
“Learning about the Jewish
roots of our Catholic faith
means growing out of an ageold ignorance,” explained
Beatitudes Sister Magdalit
Bolduc, who will lead the class.
“Ignorance causes fear and fear
leads to violence, and even war.
By understanding someone better, respect can take root.”
Sister Bolduc—native of
Montreal, Canada, and daughter of a diplomat—grew up exposed to a variety of cultures,
languages
and
religions.

Time: 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Dates: Wednesdays, Jan. 18Feb. 29 (seven weeks)
Cost: $100
Register: Call 720-301-3712 or
email srmagdalit@hotmail.com
Deadline: Jan. 16

CNS PHOTO FROM REUTERS

ORTHODOX Jewish youths are silhouetted against Jerusalem's Wailing Wall in this file photo
from 2002.
Following entry into religious manity’s salvation.
alphabet and Hail Mary in
life, she served as a pilgrimage
“It’s a matter of stepping up to Hebrew. Sessions will continue
guide in Israel for 12 years, from the Church’s call to treat the Jews by studying the feasts of
1988 to 2000. There she discov- as our elder brothers in the Pessach, Shavuot, Sukkot and
ered the Jewish people, their his- faith.”
Rosh Hashanah-Kippur; and the
tory and the Jewish roots of
Material covered in the class- final class with feature a multiChristianity.
es will go beyond a catechetical media presentation “A Man Had
“(Through this program) I level to help attendees under- Two Sons.”
would like to pass on respect stand a people with “its own
The presentation, which sumand understanding of the spiritual and cultural world” and marizes historical events beJewish reality and people,” she discover “the very sounds, im- tween the Church and synasaid. “They are part of our ages and language of Jesus.”
gogue throughout a 2,000-year
Catholic family tree; part of
“Students must be ready not relationship, received the Micah
God’s plan in the history of hu- only for facts,” said Sister Award from the Jewish
Bolduc, “but for an encounter Community in Denver in 2004
and a learning method that is for promoting interfaith diaengaging and interactive.”
logue and understanding. Sister
The first class will serve as an Bolduc will also share significant
introduction, as well as start the Church
statements
since

Liturgy
From Page 1
and a Byzantine crucifix,
which is recognized by the
short, slanted crosspiece near
Christ’s feet.
Parishioner Larry Rock, 74,
led the procession and carried
the large Byzantine cross
along Arizona Avenue while
the other parishioners followed singing Theophany
hymns including, “To Jordan’s
Water.”
“When I was carrying the
cross I thought of the Lord,”
Rock said. “My heart was
pounding the whole time. ... It
was a privilege.”
After the procession arrived
at the park’s lake, Father
O’Loughlin explained the ceremony and chanted a passage
from the Gospel of Matthew
about Christ’s baptism. Then
the parishioners kissed the
Bible.
Father O’Loughlin called on
the Holy Spirit to come and
bless the profane lake water.
Before he threw the cross onto

the frozen lake, Father
O’Loughlin told everyone not
to go after it.
“Please don’t. I don’t want to
do a funeral tomorrow,” he
joked.
Traditionally, after the priest
casts a cross into the body of
water on the feast day, men
will dive in to retrieve it. The
person who brings back the
cross and returns it to the
priest will receive a special
blessing over himself and his
household.
The Byzantine Catholic
Church is host to many such
traditions.
Byzantine Catholics, who
follow the Byzantine-style of
spirituality and worship as
practiced in parts of Central
Europe and the Middle East,
trace their heritage to the
Apostles and the early
Church,
according
to
Byzantine sources.
In the fourth century, the
city Byzantium was renamed
Constantinople and under
Emperor Constantine’s rule
this Christianity took on a particular style and spirit. An

Vatican II on the topic of
Judaism.
Anyone interested in learning
more about the Jewish roots of
Christianity is invited to attend.
“‘Regular parishioners’ are
often the best students,” she
said. “The only requirement is a
desire to understand more
about our faith and who Jesus is.
Some come because they know
a Jew … for personal reasons,
they want to understand their
boss or neighbor or daughterin-law.”
At a later date, Sister Bolduc
will offer a follow-up series of
classes covering secondary
feasts of the Jewish liturgical
year, as well as social-political
realities that brought about the
state of Israel.
“This is a complicated subject, but it is possible to understand the phenomena that
brought such pain and suffering
in the Middle East,” she said. “I’d
like parishioners to realize the
implication of knowledge and
ignorance in political matters.”
The cost of the program is
$100, which includes all materials. It will be held at St. Catherine
of Siena School at 4200 Federal
Blvd. in Denver, adjacent to the
church. To register by the Jan. 16
deadline, call 720-301-3712 or
email srmagdalit@hotmail.com.

Eastern spiritual heritage was
developed and became distinguishable from the Western
tradition
called
Roman
Catholic or Latin rite.
A schism in 1054 led to its
separation from Rome due to
disagreement over papal primacy and other doctrinal disputes.
But in the 15th century,
Byzantine Catholics and other
Eastern Churches chose to
separate from their patriarch
and reunite with the pope in
Rome. The Byzantines today
retain their Eastern iconography, architecture and worship
under their own hierarchy of
bishops and patriarchs.
It’s a Catholic Church that
several parishioners said has
taught them more about their
faith than ever before. And
participating in the Great
Blessing of Waters was another chance to participate in
Eastern Catholic traditions.
“The touch, the feel—all my
senses are engaged in this
church,”
said
Tanya
Cangelosi, 60. “For me this is
it.”
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After 60 years, we still love ‘Lucy’

CNS PHOTO COURTESY CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA

DOMINICAN Father Gilbert V. Hartke was a confidante and friend to politicians and performers alike. He is pictured here in 1940 with Lucille Ball, Desi
Arnaz and Harold Lloyd.
BY MARK PATTISON
small screen. By filming “I Love Lucy” in
35 mm, picture quality was enhanced
WASHINGTON (CNS)—It may not not only for viewers at home that
be one of the most heralded of an- evening, but for generations of reruns
niversaries in all of human history, but on network affiliates and cable chan60 years ago, on Oct. 15, 1951, the TV nels, not to mention the inevitable VHS
sitcom “I Love Lucy” made its debut.
and DVD collections decades after the
“I Love Lucy,” being part of the pio- heyday of “Lucy.” It now airs in the
neer age of television, did plenty of pi- United States on Me-TV, a digital suboneering of its own.
channel offered to local TV stations.
It developed the three-camera techOver six seasons, 194 “Lucy”
nique, which is still in use for most episodes were filmed. That averages to
staged sitcoms.
32 episodes a season, compared to the
It was performed before a “live stu- 22-episode seasons for most series
dio audience,” a relatively simple thing today. “I Love Lucy” never finished
to do but which brought out the best in lower than third overall of all network
star Lucille Ball. While it faded from prime-time programs during those six
fashion in the 1960s, “All in the Family” years. The episode in which Lucy
and a host of sitcoms that followed Ricardo gave birth to Little Ricky
from the early 1970s to the present day ranked for a decade as the show garhave benefited from the live audience. nering the greatest percentage of all
Thanks to the quality of the “Lucy” TVs in use until eclipsed by the
scripts and acting, audiences laughed Beatles’ first appearance on “The Ed
loud and long. So much so, in fact, that Sullivan Show” in 1964.
the laughs were sliced and diced from
So why pack it in? They didn’t. They
the series and inserted into laugh-track changed the format to “The Lucy-Desi
machines, made to fool viewers into Comedy Hour,” making 13 episodes
thinking that a joke from some later sit- each year for another three years until
com was funnier than it actually was.
Ball and Arnaz divorced in 1960. Ball
When Ball and her real-life husband, took a couple of years off from the TV
Cuban-American bandleader Desi grind and came back with “The Lucy
Arnaz, were expecting a baby, Desi Jr., Show,” which ran for six seasons, folBall’s pregnancy became grist for the lowed immediately by “Here’s Lucy,”
comic mill, as the fictional Lucy co-starring her children, Desi Arnaz Jr.
Ricardo’s pregnancy advanced—al- and Lucie Arnaz, which ran for anoththough network censors of the time re- er six seasons. That’s 21 years of TV
fused to allow use of the word “preg- everyone in the family could enjoy.
nant.” She and TV husband Ricky
“It’s the 60th anniversary of the gift
Ricardo (Arnaz) were expecting “Little they gave to the universe, the gift God
Ricky.”
gave us all by putting all the elements
While a handful of movie stars had together,” Lucie Arnaz told Emmy magtried their hand at owning and run- azine, a glossy trade magazine targeted
ning a motion picture studio—most to TV-philes, in one of several features
famously Douglas Fairbanks Jr. and devoted to the “Lucy” anniversary.
Mary Pickford’s United Artists—the
“Look at how it all came together,
much less heralded Ball and Arnaz the miracle of talent that all jelled, that
formed Desilu Studios to produce made the miracle potion that is still a
“Lucy” and several other sitcoms of salve,” Arnaz said of “Lucy.” “It feels
the era.
like one of those gifts man can’t make.”
Perhaps most famously of all, Ball and
Arnaz eschewed the use of kinescopes,
Mark Pattison is media editor for
which resulted in a cloudy image on the Catholic News Service.
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Man reared at children’s home, now works there
BY JULIE FILBY

For 84 years, Mount St.
Vincent Home in northwest
Denver has been part of Pete
Zarlengo’s life. When he was 2
years old, his father left him at
the orphanage to be raised by
the Sisters of Charity of
Leavenworth.
That was 1927. Today he is the
facilities manager of the property that serves as a residential
treatment facility for children
with severe emotional or behavioral problems.
Last week, Zarlengo sat down
with the Denver Catholic
Register at the historic brick

building atop the “mount” at
4159 Lowell Blvd. The building,
an orphanage from 1883 to
1969, is one he knows inside and
out: “From shingles to crawl
spaces,” according to executive
director Sister Amy Wilcott,
S.C.L.
“He takes care of it like it’s his
own,” she said. “He’s a ‘walking
saint’—simple, kind and very
devoted.”
Zarlengo, who heads a team
of three, has maintained the
128-year-old building, outer
buildings and the campus’ 17
acres for three years. Prior to becoming an employee, he helped
maintain the facilities on a vol-
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FACILITIES manager Pete Zarlengo, who grew up at Mount
St. Vincent Home, poses with the Circle of Peace sculpture
on the campus.
unteer basis for more than 50
years.
“It’s an honor to be here,” said
Zarlengo, who was wearing a red
and black fleece jacket with the
Mount St. Vincent Home logo.
“I’m thankful I was raised here.”
“He won that jacket,” said
Sister Wilcott proudly. “You can’t
buy them—it’s an award called
‘Mission in Action,’ for living the
mission of Mount St. Vincent
Home.”
In addition to serving the
home, Zarlengo has raised his
seven children, 14 foster children, and supported 46 children
living in poverty in 25 countries
through humanitarian organizations.
“I’m not doing anything different than somebody who’s
helping one person,” he said.
“It’s a matter of helping, and

hopefully passing that on where
other people will pick it up.”

History
Zarlengo was born May 6,
1925. According to the original
register used to record arrivals at
the orphanage he was admitted
Sept. 7, 1927, as penned by
“Sister Ida.” Flipping back
through a few of the yellowed
pages reveal that older brother,
Dominic, was admitted earlier
that year.
“Our mother died when I was
6 months old,” he said. “My father couldn’t take care of the
three of us.”
His sister Carmela grew up in
the since-demolished Queen of
Heaven Orphanage for girls near
West 48th Avenue and Federal
Boulevard.
“They brought the girls over
from Queen of Heaven once,
maybe twice, a year,” he said.
“I’d be introduced to her, just
like I was introduced to you
today.”
Though not acquainted growing up, he and his sister are close
now; and see each other weekly.
Zarlengo shared memories of
growing up there, such as classes in a one-room school; visits
from celebrities including The
Lone Ranger, cowboy Tom Mix,
and MGM’s mascot Leo the
Lion; and listening to “Amos and
Andy” on a crystal radio receiver
on Sunday evenings.
At Christmas, they could request a gift up to $1 from the
Knights of Columbus.
“I remember one of the first
things I asked for was a flashlight,” he reminisced. “I took it
outside at night time until the
batteries went dead.
“And that was the end of the
Christmas present.”
In the summer, they would fly
kites, work the farm and build
tents.
“We had a lot of fun here,” he
said.
Zarlengo left Mount St.
Vincent in 1939 and attended
North High School. He was
drafted into the Navy in 1943.
“I never thought I’d be on

Omaha Beach on D-Day,” he
said, referring to the June 6,
1944, Allied invasion of
Normandy, France. “We shuttled troops in … soldiers and
marines fighting up front.
“That part of the story is horrendous. I seen ‘em go down
faster than they could walk,” he
relayed sadly. “They just crossfired and caught every one of
‘em … 3,000 on the first day.”
He spent three years shuttling
wounded across the English
Channel, and delivering fresh
troops. He was discharged in
1946. Shortly after, he received
word that his brother—also in
the Navy—had been killed in
the South Pacific.

Family

Zarlengo traveled with jobs
and to meet relatives he’d never
known, before settling down in
Arvada with bride Florence. The
couple had seven children—six
girls and one boy—and were
married 22 years when Florence
left the family in 1978.
“She decided she wanted to
move on and left me with the
seven,” he said. “In the meantime we were also taking on foster children, some of them out of
St. Vincent’s.”
He raised the children in a
farm house he built in
Henderson, while traveling with
his job as an office building
manager.
“We had a lot of fun on the
farm … we had 12, 15, 20 in the
house at a time,” he said. “My
biggest challenge was keeping
us all together as I covered seven
states due to my job.”
Today he has 17 grandchildren and four great-grandchildren, with one on-the-way.
“My children have been the
greatest gift in my life,” he said.
“I’m thankful for three things:
God, the Sisters of Charity, and
my family. Those three things
have shaped my life.”
Zarlengo, who lives in
Keenesburg and is a parishioner
of Holy Family Church, starts
most days with 7 a.m. Mass at
the chapel at Mount St. Vincent’s
and never leaves before saying
evening prayers.
“I thank God over and over
and over,” he said, “and it doesn’t
take (but) 10 to 20 minutes out
my life every day.”
He intends to stay busy with
“no plans whatsoever” to retire
and will continue to sponsor
more children around the world.
“I’ve got 46 now and I’m lookin’
for 50!” he said. “I’ll support them
financially; whatever it takes.”
He has paid for beds, mattresses, a washing machine, plumbing, tuition and farm animals.
“I was given such a great life,”
he said. “That’s why I want to
continue (sponsoring these children).”
When asked the secret to his
positive and grateful spirit, he
replied: “You just have to stop
and think about what you’ve
been given … that’s all there is to
it.”
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22 U.S. bishops could retire in 2012
BY NANCY FRAZIER
O’BRIEN

WASHINGTON (CNS)—Two
U.S. cardinals and 20 other
U.S. bishops could retire because of age this year.
There are eight active U.S.
bishops, including a cardinal,
who have already turned 75.
Another cardinal and 13 other
bishops will celebrate their
75th birthday in 2012.
At age 75, bishops are required by canon law to submit
their resignation to the pope.
With the retirements in 2011
of Cardinals Bernard F. Law,
Justin Rigali and Roger M.
Mahony and the death of
Cardinal John P. Foley,
Cardinal William J. Levada,
prefect of the Vatican
Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith, was the only U.S.
cardinal still active over age 75
at the start of the year.
The former archbishop of
San Francisco and Portland,
Ore., and former auxiliary
bishop of Los Angeles turned
75 on June 15, 2011, but is expected to remain in the
Vatican post until Pope
Benedict XVI names his successor. He took the job at the
Vatican in 2005 and became a
cardinal in 2006.
Turning 75 on Jan. 16, 2012,
is Cardinal Francis E. George,
who has served as archbishop
of Chicago since 1997 and was
named a cardinal in 1998. He
previously served as archbishop of Portland and bishop of
Yakima, Wash.
Pope Benedict often has
asked cardinals to stay on the
job after they reached the age

CNS

PICTURED clockwise from top
left are U.S. Cardinal William J.
Levada, prefect of the
Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith; Cardinal Francis E.
George of Chicago; Archbishop
John G. Vlazny of Portland,
Ore.; and San Francisco
Archbishop George H.
Niederauer. They are four of
two U.S. cardinals and 20
other U.S. bishops that could
retire because of age this year.
of 75. Even when a cardinal retires in his 70s, he remains an
active member of the College
of Cardinals, eligible to enter a
conclave and vote for a new
pope, until age 80.
In addition to Cardinal
Levada, the seven other active
U.S. bishops who are already
75 and the dates of their 75th
birthday are:
•
Bishop
Fabian
W.
Bruskewitz of Lincoln, Neb.,
Sept. 6, 2010.
• Bishop Thomas G. Doran
of Rockford, Ill., Feb. 20, 2011.
• Bishop Edward U. Kmiec

of Buffalo, N.Y., June 4, 2011.
• Archbishop George H.
Niederauer of San Francisco,
June 14, 2011.
• Bishop Donald W.
Trautman of Erie, Pa., June 24,
2011.
• Bishop Ricardo Ramirez of
Las Cruces, N.M., Sept. 12,
2011.
• Bishop Tod D. Brown of
Orange, Calif., Nov. 15, 2011.
In addition to Cardinal
George, the 13 bishops turning 75 in 2012 and the dates of
their 75th birthday are:
• Archbishop John G. Vlazny
of Portland, Feb. 22.
• Auxiliary Bishop Roger W.
Gries of Cleveland, March 26.
• Bishop Michael D. Pfeifer
of San Angelo, Texas, May 18.
• Bishop Walter A. Hurley of
Grand Rapids, Mich., May 30.
• Bishop Robert J. Shaheen
of the Maronite Eparchy of
Our Lady of Lebanon, June 3.
• Bishop John F. Kinney of
St. Cloud, Minn., June 11.
• Bishop Matthew H. Clark
of Rochester, N.Y., July 15.
• Auxiliary Bishop Paul H.
Walsh of Rockville Centre,
N.Y., Aug. 17.
• Bishop Ibrahim N.
Ibrahim of the Chaldean
Eparchy of St. Thomas the
Apostle, Oct. 1.
• Archbishop Henry J.
Mansell of Hartford, Conn.,
Oct. 10.
• Bishop Joseph N. Latino of
Jackson, Miss., Oct. 21.
• Auxiliary Bishop John C.
Dunne of Rockville Centre,
Oct. 30.
• Bishop Timothy A.
McDonnell of Springfield,
Mass., Dec. 23.

Vincentians help
Hospice offers nursing home resident
BTIEF

re-gifting
opportunity

For those uncertain about
what to do with Christmas
gifts recipients may not need
or want, the Hospice of St.
John has a solution. The nonprofit organization based in
Lakewood is asking for those
gifts, which they will use for
auction items throughout the
year. Charitable donations of
“What Were They Thinking”
gifts will alleviate the hospice
organization’s ongoing need
for auction items and support
their efforts to care for the
uninsured and under-insured
terminally ill. The hospice is
accepting donations or will
pick them up. For questions,
call 303-790-2020 or email
alinner tz @ hospiceofsaintjohn.org.

MARIE KORNOWSKI, a resident of Cherry Creek Nursing
Center in Aurora, tries out a power scooter repaired by Ed
Ryan (right), a member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul,
a Catholic lay organization dedicated to helping the needy, as
Faison Bell, director of rehabilitation at the center, looks on.
The scooter and a power wheelchair were donated to the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul’s St. Michael the Archangel
Parish Conference, repaired and then donated to the center
in October.
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Married, ordained or consecrated: A primer on vocations
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Every person is called to
know, love and serve the Lord.
It’s how someone serves Christ
in life that is referred to as a
person’s “vocation.”
To bring awareness to these
vocations, the Catholic Church

is
celebrating
National
Vocation Awareness Week,
which started Jan. 9. The U.S.
Conference
of
Catholic
Bishops began the tradition in
1976 as an opportunity for
Catholics to renew prayers and
support for those discerning a
vocation, particularly those

considering the priesthood, diaconate and consecrated life.
Leaders in the Denver
Archdiocese shared their
thoughts about these vocations
with the Denver Catholic
Register.

Married life
The Church defines marriage as the union of a man and
woman in an exclusive, indissoluble communion of life and
love of the type that is naturally
fulfilled by bearing and rearing
children.
“But marriage, we must not
forget, is also a covenant relationship and an inherent good
for the spiritual well-being of
each spouse,” said Phil Webb,
director of the Office of
Marriage and Family Life.
In a marriage, men and
women are called to give themselves to their spouse as God
gives himself to us: totally,
freely, faithfully and fruitfully.
Yet secular culture’s ongoing
attempts to redefine traditional
marriage raise challenges and
may destroy married life as
God calls spouses to live it,
Webb said.
“Couples, influenced by secular trends, are tempted to pick
and choose which part of God’s
design they want and don’t
want,” Webb said. “Sometimes
such picking and choosing is
called ‘having it all.’ But ‘having
it all’ is precisely what it isn’t.”
According to the 2011
Official Catholic Directory,
marriages celebrated in the
Church have fallen nearly 60
percent since 1972 while the
U.S. Catholic population has
risen by almost 17 million. This
represents a shift of 8.6 marriages per 1,000 U.S. Catholics
in 1972 to 2.6 marriages per
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FATHER John Solomon blesses
Sister Gianna Maria Solomon, a
member of the Sisters of Life,
after his ordination Mass at the
Cathedral of St. Peter in
Wilmington, Del., last June.
1,000 in 2010.
Although there are challenges to any vocation, marriage is the foundation of society.
According
to
the
Catechism of the Catholic
Church, the well-being of the
individual person is closely
bound up with the healthy
state of conjugal and family
life.

Holy orders
In the rite called “ordinatio,”
meaning “incorporation into
an order,” a man is integrated
into the order of bishops,
priests or deacons by a sacramental act. With a prayer of
consecration and the laying on
of the hands, a bishop makes a
visible sign of this ordination
during which the Holy Spirit is
conferred.
Priesthood

The priesthood, said Father
Jim Crisman, director of the
Office of Priestly Vocations, is
about who a person is.
“It’s not about what a person
does but who they are,” Father
Crisman said. “A priest is a person in a particular relationship
with Jesus Christ. He is the
minister of Christ who administers the sacraments. He represents Christ in the world,
brings Christ to the world and
brings people to Christ.”
Some may mistakenly think
that priests are supernatural
creatures, Father Crisman said.
In actuality, “seminarians are
normal guys and priests are
normal guys, but we’re called to
a supernatural way of life,” he
said.
The priesthood itself has
many joys, including witnessing conversions, celebrating
the Mass and hearing confessions.
“It’s kind of amazing sitting
in the confessional,” Father
Crisman said. “A lot of people
are nervous to go to confession. I understand that. … The
cool thing is when somebody
comes in I already know what’s
going to happen—that the
Lord’s going to bring his
mercy.”
Through the basics of discernment, which includes regular prayer, sacraments and
working with a spiritual director, a man may discover if he
has a priestly vocation.
There are 80 seminarians
studying for the priesthood to
serve
in
the
Denver
Archdiocese, Father Crisman
said.
“It’s shaping up to be a good
year but we need prayers,” he
said. “This diocese is growing
and the Lord is doing amazing
things. He in fact wants to do
more and what’s limiting the
Lord is us.”
The key to more vocations is
prayer, he said.
“If people are praying for
more vocations, we’re going to
get them,” he added.
Diaconate
Men may also discern a vocation to the diaconate, which
imprints the candidate as a
servant to all and configures
him to Christ. When a bishop
lays hands on the candidate,
he is ordained through the fullness of grace, signifying his
special attachment to the bishop, according to the Catechism
of the Catholic Church.
A deacon may be called an
evangelizer, teacher, sanctifier
and witness, said Deacon
Joseph Donohoe, director of
deacon personnel.
Through ordination, deacons may preach, baptize,
bless and conduct marriage
and funeral liturgies. They may
also serve as an ordinary minister of Communion.
Deacons, however, are not
priests and cannot substitute

See Vocations, Page 13
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PRAYER TO KNOW
ONE’S VOCATION

for a priest. Yet the diaconate is an important part of holy orders.
“By the grace of God, the diaconate is
the foundation of the priestly ministry,”
Deacon Donohoe said.
All men in good standing with the
Church who are single or married and at
least 31 years old may seek a vocation to
the diaconate. Those with a propensity
for service and love of God may be
meant for this vocation, he said.
“God has been good to the deacons of
Denver; yet, there is a consistent need
for men who are being pulled by the
Holy Spirit to respond to his call,”
Deacon Donohoe said.

But of them all, there is one especially
by which you want me to come to you.
Since I will do what you want of me, I
pray you, send your Holy Spirit to me:
into my mind, to show me what you
want of me; into my heart, to give me
the determination to do it, and to do it
with all my love, with all my mind, and
with all of my strength right to the end.
Jesus, I trust in you. Amen

Consecrated Life

Prayer from USCCB Committee on Clergy,
Consecrated Life and Vocations

As defined by the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, consecrated life is “a
permanent state of life recognized by
the Church, entered freely in response
to the call of Christ to perfection, and
characterized by the profession of the
evangelical counsels of poverty, chastity,
and obedience.”
Religious today are involved in a variety of ministries such as health care,
teaching, campus ministry, foreign missions, peace and justice, prayer and
contemplation or work with the poor,
elderly and distressed, said Religious
Sister of Mercy Sister Sharon Ford, director of consecrated life.
“Many were founded to respond to a
particular need at a specific moment in
time,” Sister Ford said about religious
orders. “We have religious communities
in the archdiocese that are centuries old

Lord, my God and my loving Father, you
have made me to know you, to love
you, to serve you, and thereby to find
and to fulfill my deepest longings. I
know that you are in all things, and that
every path can lead me to you.

and ones that were founded more recently.”
Consecrated life is a choice to radically follow the Gospel, she said, adding
that the religious vocation is “a sign of
how the consecrated life manifests the
organic unity of the commandment of
love in the inseparable link between
love of God and love of neighbor.”
There are many helps for discernment for the consecrated life, Sister
Ford said, noting there are activities
available in the archdiocese as well as
online aids.
That the consecrated life is strong in
Denver can be seen daily through religious who teach children, feed the poor,
visit prisoners and share the truths of
the faith, she said.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Healing Service and Praise Mass:
with Father Pat Rearden at
Presentation of Our Lady, 695
Julian St., Denver. Call 303-4322694 for information.
Jan. 14: 6 p.m.
Mass of Remembrance: at the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. Bishop James
Conley will celebrate the Mass and
lead a rosary afterward in the
Marian Garden.
Jan. 21: 10 a.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at St.
Jude Church, 9405 W. Florida Ave.,
Lakewood. Starts with eucharistic
adoration and ends with
Benediction.
Jan. 23: 4 p.m.
Adoration and Candlelight Mass: in
remembrance of Roe v. Wade for
24 hours at St. Frances Cabrini
Church, 6673 W. Chatfield Ave.,
Littleton. Mass is at 11:15 p.m.
Contact 303-523-9760 or email
kmandolfo@yahoo.com for information.
Jan. 27: 12 a.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS

Theology on Tap: spring semester
begins with Bishop James Conley
speaking on “Atheocracy and the
Battle for Religious Liberty in
America” at Stoney’s Bar and
Grill, 1111 Lincoln St., Denver. This
young adult event is free.
Jan. 18: 7 p.m.
Catholic Nursing Mothers’ League:
to meet on the first and third
Friday of every month at Shrine of
St. Anne School, 7320 Grant Place,
Arvada. The group is for women
seeking support for breastfeeding,
ecological breastfeeding, non-systematic form of NFP and mothering within the Catholic faith.
Children welcome. Email ourlady
333@yahoo.com.
Jan. 20: 10 a.m.
Bingo Night: at Sts. Peter and Paul
Church, 3900 Pierce St., Wheat
Ridge. Dinner is at 6 p.m. Call
303-984-6262 for information.
Jan. 20: 7 p.m.
Pro-life Boot Camp: for eighththrough 12th-graders at the
Knights of Columbus Hall, 1555
Grant St., Denver. This event will
empower youth to combat a culture of death. RSVP by calling
303-715-3205 or emailing
lynn.grandon@archden.org.
Jan. 21: Noon

Unwanted Christmas Gifts: requested for donation to the
Hospice of Saint John, 1320
Everett Court, Lakewood.
Donations can be picked up. Gifts
will be used as auction items to
benefit the non-profit. For information, call 303-790-2020 or
email alinnertz@hospiceofsain
tjohn.org.
Starting this month

Benefit Dinner: for the Lighthouse
Pregnancy Center at the Wildlife
Experience, 10035 S. Peoria,
Parker. The inaugural benefit includes a silent auction, dinner and
keynote speaker Eduardo
Verastegui, who starred in the
pro-life film “Bella.” Tickets are
$50 per person. Reservation
deadline Jan. 14. Visit www.light
housedenver.org.
Jan. 26: 5:30 p.m.

St. Frances Cabrini Singles Dance:
at St. Frances Cabrini Church,
6673 W. Chatfield Ave., Littleton.
Admission is $15. Includes music
and food. Profits donated to the
parish. For information, call 303795-2006.
Jan. 14: 7 p.m.

Young Adult YACHT Club: to tour
the Sports Authority Field at Mile
High, 1701 Bryant St., Denver.
Tickets are $10. For information,
email denveryachtclub@
gmail.com.
Jan. 28: 12:30 p.m.

Pancake Breakfast: at Holy Rosary
Parish, 4688 Pearl St., Denver.
Cost is $5. Call 303-297-1962.
Jan. 15: 8 a.m. - noon
Pro-Life Testimony: from former
Planned Parenthood director Abby
Johnson at Calvary Worship
Center, 501 Castle Road, Colorado
Springs. Contact 40 Days for Life
at denver40days@comcast.net for
information.
Jan. 17: 7 p.m.

St. Pius X Grade School Reunion:
is being planned for next summer.
Contact stpiusxgradeschoolre
union@hotmail.com with any contact information of former classmates or visit www.stpiusxgrade
schoolreunion.com. Cost is $25.
July 14, 2012
Carmelite Formation Class: with
the St. Joseph Lay Carmelite
Community at Holy Family Church,
4380 Utica St., Denver. The third
order of Carmelites is a community of men and women who have
embraced the Carmelite tradition.

Call 303-463-5913 for information.
July 14, 2012

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Lector Training Workshop: at
Bonfils Hall, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver. Discussion of the history,
spirituality and fundamentals of
being a lector. $5 per person.
Contact liturgy.office@archden.org
or 303-715-3221 to RSVP.
Jan. 16, 23 and 30:
6:30 p.m. - 8:30p.m.
Weekend Retreat: of hope and
healing with best-selling author
and Rwandan genocide survivor
Immaculée Ilibagiza. Retreat will
be at St. Frances Cabrini Church,
6673 W. Chatfield Ave., Littleton.
Cost is $60. Register online at
www.immaculee.biz or call 303779-0866 or 303-523-8688.
Jan. 20: 6 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Jan. 21: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Men’s Retreat: at the YMCA Estes
Park Center, 2515 Tunnel Road.
The annual Gathering of Men retreat will be led by Msgr. Ken
Leone and Father John Lager.
Retreat offers opportunity to
deepen one’s faith. Cost is $155.
Register by calling 303-424-5075
or by visiting www.gatheringof
men.org.
Jan. 20 - 22
Dinner and Dance: sponsored by
the Colorado State Ladies of the
Knights of Columbus at Queen of
Peace Church, 13120 E. Kentucky
Ave., Aurora. Tickets are $35 per
person. Proceeds benefit pro-life
projects in Colorado. For tickets
and information call 303-9086456 or 720-849-8680.
Jan. 21: 5 p.m.
Lord of the Rings Commentary:
with Father Mike Scully at the
University of Denver Lindsay
Auditorium, 2000 E. Asbury Ave.,
Denver. A Scripture analysis will
follow the movie. General admission is $18. Call 303-433-0296 or
visit www.brownrobe.org.
Jan. 22: 2 p.m.
Basic Apologetics Course: led by
James Cavanagh, director of
Evangelization and Catechesis, at
the John Paul II Campus, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. This course will
cover confession and indulgences,
suffering, last things and more.
Cost is $25. To register, call 303715-3260.
Jan. 24: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Annual Great Debate: hosted by
the Aquinas Institute for Catholic
Thought at the University of
Colorado at Boulder campus, 914
N. Broadway St. Two professors
will debate “Is Contraception
Harmful?” in the Cristol
Chemistry building room 140.
Tickets are $5. Call 720-564-1111
for information.
Jan. 26: 7 p.m.

Catholic Speed Dating: at the
National Catholic Singles
Conference at the Westin
Westminster, 10600 Westminster
Blvd. All ages welcome. RSVP required. Cost is $25 if postmarked
by Jan. 16, $30 after. Call 720309-5321 or email datecatholic@
aol.com for information.
Jan. 27: 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Jan. 29: 3 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Catholic Singles: to meet for the
National Catholic Singles
Conference at the Westin
Westminster, 10600 Westminster
Blvd. Speakers include Mary Beth
Bonacci. Bishop James Conley will
offer Mass. Walk-ins welcome.
Visit www.nationalcatholicsin
gles.com for information.
Jan. 27 - 29
Second Annual Diocesan Forum: at
the Marian House, 14 W. Bijou St.,
Colorado Springs. Featured presenter Dr. Russell Hittinger will
speak on “What St. Benedict
Taught the Dark Ages...His and
Ours” and “Pope John XXIII’s
Vision of Moral Order: Pacem in
Terris 50 Years Later.” For information, call 719-866-6443.
Feb. 8: 7 p.m.
Day of Renewal: workshop to help
increase faith and teach how to
pray for healing at Presentation of
Our Lady Church, 695 Julian St.,
Denver. This workshop titled
“They Shall Be Healed” is sponsored by the Archdiocesan
Charismatic Ministries. Includes
lunch, a potluck and a healing
Mass. Call 303-432-2694.
Feb. 11: 10 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Archbishop’s Lecture Series: continues with Ross Douthat, author,
blogger and New York Times
columnist. Lecture held at Bonfils
Hall at JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver. Event is free. No registration required. Call 303-7153123 or email info@archden.org
for details.
Feb. 23: 7 p.m.
2012 Living the Catholic Faith
Conference: featuring 25 workshops and four keynote speakers
including U.S. Supreme Court
Justice Antonin Scalia and Vatican
planetary scientist Jesuit Brother
Guy Consolmagno. To be held at
the Colorado Convention Center,
700 14th St., Denver. Cost is $55
for one day, $75 for two days.
Prices increase $10 Feb. 13.
Register at www.lcfcdenver.org.
For questions, email lcfc@arch
den.org or call 303-715-3260.
March 2: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
March 3: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Benedictine Vocation Weekend:
retreat for single women ages 18
to 55 at St. Martin Monastery,
1851 City Springs Road, Rapid City,
S.D. Discussion, prayers and meals
with Benedictine sisters. Call 605343-8011 or email srmarywegher@
yahoo.com for information.
March 2 - 4

Annual Black Catholic Retreat: at
Sacred Heart Jesuit Retreat House,
4801 N. State Highway 67, Sedalia.
Retreat sponsored by the Office of
Black Catholic Ministry costs $180
per person. Deadline to register is
March 9. Call 303-715-3165, email
mary.leisring@archden.org or visit
www.sacred heartretreat.org.
March 16 - 18
Camp and Tour: with the National
Catholic Youth Choir for students
entering the 10th, 11th and 12th
grades. Cost is $900 excluding
airfare for the 15-day camp and
tour at St. John's University in
Collegeville, Minn. Applications
accepted through the first week
of March. Call 320-363-3154 or
visit www.catholicyouthchoir.org.
June 12 - 27

PILGRIMAGES/TOURS
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land: with
Father Tomas Fraile, C.R., from St.
Cajetan Church. Call 303-480-1082
for information.
April 16 - 27
European Tour: with Holy Cross
Church. Nine-day tour will include
visits to England, Germany,
Switzerland, Holland and France.
Cost is $1,542. For information,
call 303-457-1997.
May 31 - June 9
Pilgrimage to Ireland: led by
Apostolic Administrator Bishop
James Conley. A Register sponsored trip to the 50th
International Eucharistic Congress
in Dublin. Call 303-715-3207 or
email tess.stone@arch den.org.
June 9 - 18

SCHOOL EVENTS
Open House at St. Joseph School:
for preschool through eighth
grades at 127 N. Howes St., Fort
Collins. Parents and children may
tour the school and visit classrooms. For information, call 970484-1171.
Today: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Our Lady of Lourdes Open House:
at the school at 2256 S. Logan St.,
Denver. For information, call 303722-7525.
Feb. 1: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Annual Dinner and Auction: titled
“Una Notte da Ricordare-Escape
to Italy” to benefit Sts. Peter and
Paul School at the Sons of Italy
Lodge, 5925 W. 32nd Ave., Wheat
Ridge. Tickets are $50 per person.
Call 720-366-9262.
Feb. 18, 2012
St. Catherine of Siena Fundraiser:
at Regis University’s Fieldhouse,
3333 Regis Blvd., Denver. The
Annual Bella Notte dinner, live and
silent auction benefits the school.
Visit www.saintcatherine.us or call
303-477-8035 for information.
April 21, 2012
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Public invited to free viewings
of popular ‘Catholicism’ series
BY JULIE FILBY

in a bad direction. Maybe this series
could be a tipping point that starts movThere are two opportunities coming up ing it back in a different direction.”
in the Denver metro area for people to
Akers said the series is educational and
view all 10 episodes of the documentary inspirational.
series “Catholicism,” created by Father
“Who doesn’t like a good story told with
Robert Barron of Word On Fire ministry.
vivid images that also teaches you someOn Wednesday evenings Jan. 18 thing that can change your life? All these
through Feb. 15, Denver’s Catholic things and more are in each episode of
Biblical School will run the series
‘Catholicism,’” he said. “These
at the John Paul II Center in
evenings are a great opportunity
Denver; and on Monday
for everyone … a non-Catholic
evenings Jan. 23 through March
who just wants to know funda26, St. Thomas More Church in
mental Catholic teachings; for a
Centennial will air episodes.
fallen-away Catholic or someThe series, which premiered
one who doesn’t know much
last fall, tells the story of the
about the faith, it’s a great introCatholic faith using art, architecduction to the basic tenets of the
FATHER
ture, literature and music. It was
faith … (and) if you’re a faithful
ROBERT
described as “the most imporCatholic, the series will confirm
BARRON
tant media project in the history
you in your faith.”
of the Catholic Church in America” by
There will be instructors from the biblipapal biographer and columnist for the cal school at each session at the John Paul
Denver Catholic Register George Weigel.
II Center for questions. At St. Thomas
“That’s well deserved praise,” said Ben More, deacons will be on hand for discusAkers, director of the Catholic Biblical sion.
and Catechetical schools. “Because of its
“Since the episodes are thought-proimportance, (we) wanted to make the se- voking, I’m sure there will be lively discusries available free of charge, for people of sions among the attendees,” Akers said.
the archdiocese who might not have “It’s also an opportunity to invite a friend
been able to watch it on TV.”
along … being an easy non-confrontaPublic television aired episodes, as did tional introduction to the faith.”
EWTN Global Catholic Network.
At the John Paul II Center, 1300 S. Steele
In filming the documentary, Father St. in Denver, two episodes will be shown
Barron, a professor at Mundelein each week from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in
Seminary near Chicago, traveled to more the chancery building. Each episode is
than 50 sacred sites in 16 counties—in- less than an hour. At St. Thomas More,
cluding locations in Jerusalem, Rome, one episode will air each week from 7
Krakow, New York, Nazareth, Lourdes, p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the church at 8035 S.
Guadalupe, Athens, Uganda, Sydney and Quebec St. in Centennial.
Philadelphia.
“One of the great things about the
“Here’s this project I’ve been dreaming episodes is that they’re divided into genabout,” Father Barron explained in a eral topics about the Catholic faith,” said
video promoting the film. “A program Akers. “A person can choose to attend the
that would take us all over the world … episode that has the topic they’re interest(and) give you a sense of the global sweep ed in.”
of the Catholic Church, but also would
The showings are free and open to the
present both the truth and beauty of public. For more information call the
Catholicism.”
Catholic Biblical School at 303-715-3195
He hopes it will be a “tipping point” for or visit www.sjvdenver.edu; or call St.
the Church.
Thomas More parishioner Larry Smith at
“The Church has been going through a 303-866-8620 or email laurence.
very difficult time,” he said. “It’s been smith@comcast. Advance sign-up is not
moving, at least in the public perception, required.

Father Barron to get award
Father Robert Barron has been selected as 2012 Servant of the Word by
the Denver Catholic Biblical School.
Father Barron, a priest of the
Archdiocese of Chicago, is founder of
Word on Fire ministry, a media apostolate; and creator and host of the
documentary series “Catholicism.”
“We give this award to someone
who tirelessly and exceptionally works
to proclaim the message of the
Gospel,” explained Ben Akers, S.T.L.,
director of the biblical school.
“Especially with the release and success of the “Catholicism” series, we
can think of no one better to receive
the award this year.”
Father Barron will be honored at the
annual Servant of the Word awards
banquet and silent auction Feb. 17;
where he will also give a talk. At the

workshop the following day, Father
Barron will deliver a talk and lead a
Q&A session.
Both events are open to the public.
The banquet and auction will be held
at Pinehurst County Club at 6255
Quincy Ave. in Denver, starting at 5:30
p.m. Tickets are $99 per person or
$175 per couple.
The workshop will be Feb. 18, at J.K.
Mullen High School at 3601 S. Lowell
Blvd. in Denver. The event will kick off
with 8 a.m. Mass at Holy Name Church
at 3290 W. Milan in Englewood, five
blocks from Mullen. The cost is $45
person or $80 per couple.
Discounts are available to those attending both events: $130 per person
or $235 per couple. For more information, go to the website: www.sjvden
ver.edu or call 303-715-3195.

