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Book chronicles archdiocesan history
Keepsake memento
commissioned for
125th anniversary
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Title: “The Archdiocese of
Denver: 125th Anniversary”
Publisher: Editions du Signe
(Eckbolsheim, France; 2011)
240 pp.
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A new pictorial history book
has been published just in time
for the Archdiocese of Denver’s
125th anniversary, which will
be observed in 2012.
Not since 1989, when author-historian Thomas Noel
published
“Colorado
Catholicism” has the history
of the diocese been chronicled for those intrigued by the
story of the Catholic Church
in northern Colorado.
The hardback book, “The
Archdiocese of Denver: 125th
Anniversary,” published by
Editions du Signe, is distinguished by its colorful photos
and historical highlights of
each of the 146 parishes. It
also includes Church history
spanning the 305 years of people and events instrumental
in founding and building the
diocese—from the early
Spanish Franciscan missionaries and first mission in 1706,
through its most recent shepherd, Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
“I hope this pictorial history
of our beloved local Church
will become a valued keepsake
in
Catholic
households
throughout our archdiocese,”
Msgr. Thomas Fryar, moderator of the curia, wrote in a letter
to pastors. “It will not only provide us with a wonderful reference and memento of our past,
but also help serve as an impe-

Cost: $35
Order: Contact your parish
Questions: 303-715-3230 or
email info@archden.org
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FATHER Joseph Projectus Machebeuf, above, arrived to
Colorado in 1860 as a missionary priest with the Diocese of
Santa Fe. He became the first bishop of Denver.

TV/BOOKS

tus for efforts in the new evangelization in our future.”
The book shares the distinction of being part of a line of
commissioned diocesan histories that started with the
Archdiocese of Munich and
Freising, Germany, at the request of then-Archbishop
Joseph Ratzinger (now Pope
Benedict XVI).
“The idea of these books
began
when
we
met
Archbishop Ratzinger in
Rome,” explained Michel
Tesan, representative for the
French-based publisher. “Our
company was printing Bibles
and archbishop asked, ‘Why
not print a history of the dioceses?’”
Editions du Signe founder
Christian Riehl was reportedly
surprised and responded:
“There are many books on the
history of dioceses.”
“Yes,” Archbishop Ratzinger
replied, “in black and white
for students and priests, but
not for the family!”
That first book was such a
success that the publishers
followed by printing the histo-

See Book, Page 3

THE SAINTS: ST. ANDREW

Television initiative aims to welcome
Catholics back ‘home’
PAGE 9

Couple shares helpful tips in
‘Marriage 911’
PAGE 16

First century / Feast - Nov. 30
A Galilean fisherman and brother of Peter,
Andrew was, according to John’s Gospel, a disciple of John the Baptist who, after hearing the
Baptist say of Jesus, “Behold, the Lamb of
God,” immediately followed Jesus. This Gospel
also credits him with bringing Peter to Jesus.
Little is known about his later apostolate. Early
Church figures said he preached in Scythia, Greece, Epirus and
Achaia, where tradition says he died a martyr, tied to an x-shaped
cross. He is a patron of Russia, Greece and Scotland.
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Praying for families before the Eucharistic Lord

BISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

“As the family goes, so goes the
nation.”—Blessed John Paul II

JAMES D. CONLEY

BY JONATHAN REYES

Religious freedom
in America
This column is adapted from Bishop Conley’s Nov. 6 address
at a benefit for the White Rose Women’s Center in Dallas.
Some of you may remember a Steven Spielberg film from
about a decade ago, “Amistad.” It was a true story about a
dozen or so African men on trial in 1841 for rebelling
against slave traders who had abducted them. “Amistad”
was the name of the slave boat. They won their case and it
became an important milestone in the abolition movement.
The attorney who defended the Africans before the U.S.
Supreme Court was John Quincy Adams, our nation’s
fourth president and son of John Adams, one of the nation’s Founding Fathers.
Accounts of the trial describe that throughout it, Adams
kept appealing to a copy of the Declaration of
Independence that was hanging on a pillar before the high
court justices.
At one point Adams said, “In the Declaration of
Independence, the laws of nature are announced and appealed to as identical with the laws of nature’s God—and as
the foundation of all obligatory human laws.” Adams argued that if the rights of these African men were not given
to them by God, then they could be taken away at the
whim of other men or by the government. To deny the
principles expressed in our Declaration, he said, “Reduces
to brute force all the rights of man. It places all the sacred
relations of life at the power of the strongest.”
John Quincy Adams was right.
America today is becoming what I would call an atheocracy—a society that is actively hostile to religious faith and
religious believers. And I might add—the faith that our society is most hostile toward is Christianity in general, and
Catholicism in particular. I could list many examples to
prove my point: new unprecedented federal regulations,
state directives and municipal ordinances infringing on the
religions liberty of Catholics; the erosion of conscience
clauses for Catholic health care workers; Catholic hospitals,
schools and universities have been told they must provide
insurance that covers services contrary to the goods of love
and life—abortion, sterilization and contraception; and the
injustices Catholic parents face in funding their children’s
education. Many of us recognize that there is a new mentality in America, one that has grave risks for all believers—
and puts in jeopardy all faith-based movements for social
change and renewal.
As Archbishop Timothy Dolan of New York said recently:
“As Catholics we have never asked that others be forced to
believe as we do. We serve people because we are Catholic,
not because they are. We don’t ask the children we teach,
the sick we heal, the homeless we shelter, the hungry we
feed for a baptismal certificate or a passport. Nor do we ask
for privileged treatment. But in turn we should never be
forced to sacrifice our beliefs in order to participate fully as
citizens in our common life, especially to our service to the
poor, the suffering and the afflicted.”
An atheocracy is a dangerous place—morally and spiritually. Cut off from the religious moorings expressed in the
Declaration of Independence, we risk becoming a nation
without a soul, a people with no common purpose apart
from material pursuits.
We need to restore our sense of government based on
theism and natural law.
In the face of an atheocracy, we have to keep pointing our
neighbors’ eyes to our Declaration of Independence. We
have to keep insisting that the laws of nature’s God are the
only sure foundation for our human laws. We have to keep
insisting that without God, the sacred relations of life fall
prey to brute force, to the power of the strongest.

See Conley, Page 4

A little over a year ago, The
Denver Post ran an article summarizing a study on family stability and children by the
Woodrow Wilson School of
Public and International Affairs
and the Brookings Institution.
The study, titled “The Future
of Children,” sought to bring
hard research to bear on a debate, dating from at least the
1965 Moynihan report, regarding the impact of “non-marital
childbearing” on social wellbeing. The study is fair minded
and offers a good summary of
the positions on the debates but
concludes rather chillingly:
“Non-marital childbearing exacerbates pre-existing disadvantage by reducing opportunities
for children as they grow up, primarily through family instability
and complexity.” In short, marriage on the whole is better for
the wellbeing of children.
We need to be very careful
reading such a study. After all,
such a conclusion can come
across as “unrealistic” or worse,
judgmental. And, of course,
trends do not define every case.
There is no guarantee that two
parents in the home will always
make for better health for children, or that a single parent
household guarantees negative
outcomes. Conclusions to the
contrary are out of place. The
heroic commitment of all parents to the care of their children
requires our prayerful support.
What it does teach us, however,
is that the health of a society, in
particular its children who will
be the future adults, and the
health of marriage, are connected. This explains the consistency of Catholic social teaching
over the centuries that the fami-

24-HOUR
EUCHARISTIC
ADORATION FOR
FAMILIES
When: 7:30 a.m. Dec. 3 to 7:30
a.m. Dec. 4; includes opening
Benediction and 5 p.m. anticipatory Mass on Dec. 3 and
closing Benediction and 7:30
a.m. Mass on Dec. 4
Where: Samaritan House
Chapel, 2301 Lawrence St.,
Denver
Sign up for an hour: at www.cc
denver.org or call 720-377-1385

ly is the basic unit of society; or,
in the words of Blessed John
Paul II, ”As the family goes, so
goes the nation, and so goes the
whole world in which we live.”
If this is true, certain statistics
should be rather alarming to us.
For example, the number of
children being raised in single
parent households has tripled in
the last three decades. We also
note with concern that there is
clear correspondence between
single parent households and
poverty. Of course there are
many factors involved in poverty; still, it does not stretch the
imagination to acknowledge
that two incomes are usually
better than one in terms of dollars.
In a recent report by a local
foundation, one of our community service providers put it
this way: “A broken family creates dysfunction. . . . Not only
does it create personal issues,
but (it creates) tremendous financial issues.” Therefore,
many of the social challenges
we face, including poverty, can
be alleviated in part by an effort
to strengthen marriages. This
is an insight shared by people
across the political and reli-

gious spectrum.
These findings are particularly
important at this moment.
Recently we were informed that
the number of people living
below the poverty line has increased dramatically and set a
record in plain numbers. On an
anecdotal front, we have seen
more and more first-time homeless than ever before at our shelters, with more and more families. On any given night, we will
able to shelter one family at
Samaritan House but have to
turn away between 15 and 20.
As the Catholic community,
informed by the teachings of the
Church on the sanctity of marriage and the social importance
of the family, we should be especially concerned about efforts to
strengthen the family. This is
why Catholic Charities will be
hosting 24-Hour Eucharistic
Adoration for Families in our
chapel at Samaritan House for
all families from 7:30 a.m. Dec. 3
to 7:30 a.m. Dec. 4.
Every evening, Samaritan
House provides shelter, food, job
search assistance, and classes
for over 300 men, women and
children. It is a powerful witness
to the commitment of the
Catholic community to our
Lord’s admonition that whatever we do to the least, we do to
him.
Still, there is no single fix to the
challenge of poverty in our
country and we remain committed to helping anyone we encounter. The face of Christ
comes under many different
“disguises,” to use the expression of Blessed Mother Teresa.
And it is our joy to love Him in
everyone who comes to us for
help. Please consider joining us
on Dec. 3 or Dec. 4.

Jonathan Reyes is president
and CEO of Catholic Charities
for the Archdiocese of Denver.

Bishop Conley to celebrate Mass on EWTN Dec. 3
EWTN will broadcast a Mass
celebrated by Bishop James
Conley 6 a.m. MST Dec. 3.
Viewers may watch Bishop
Conley, apostolic administrator

for the Denver Archdiocese,
while he celebrates the Mass
and gives the homily at Our Lady
of the Angels Chapel in Irondale,
Ala. EWTN is found on Comcast

channel 233, DirecTV channel
370 and DISH Network channel
261. The Eternal Word Television
Network airs in Spanish on
Comcast channel 337.

CORRECTION
Due to inaccurate information submitted to the Denver Catholic Register, an Advent reconciliation service at
St. Therese Church in Aurora had the wrong date in last week’s issue. The correct date is 7 p.m. Dec. 6. The
Register apologizes for any confusion the error may have caused.
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Pilgrimage to Ireland seeks to deepen faith, offer wee bit of fun
BY ROXANNE KING

Being a pilgrim is the calling
of every Christian, according to
St. Paul.
He describes us as “strangers
and foreigners on the earth”
(Heb 11:13). We are pilgrims,
mere sojourners here, seeking
our heavenly home. Thus, the
tradition of making a physical
pilgrimage to a sacred site is
seen as a symbol for the spiritual journey of the soul.
Perhaps that is why Geoffrey
Chaucer could declare in his
beloved 14th-century work,
“The
Canterbury
Tales”:
“Longen folk to goon pilgrimages” (“People long to go on pilgrimages”).
I know I do. I go on pilgrimage
carrying gratitude and special
intentions, seeking God’s enlightenment and blessing.
And I’ve received it.
A dozen years ago, when I
served as the Denver Catholic
Register’s then lone reporter, the
newspaper sponsored a pilgrimage
to
the
famed
Guadalupe shrine in Mexico
City. There, Mary had a message
for me.
“Here I will hear their weeping
and will answer their prayers,” a
fellow pilgrim told me, sharing
Mary’s words to St. Juan Diego in
1531—and to me at that moment. My tears stopped. My
prayer was answered—and in
greater abundance than I had
sought.
Pilgrimage is transforming.
And the graces received are
meant to be shared. Knowing
that, it is with great joy and excitement I invite our readers to
go on pilgrimage with Bishop
James Conley, apostolic administrator for the archdiocese;
Msgr. Thomas Fryar, moderator
of the curia and pastor of the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, and
the Denver Catholic Register to
the
50th
International
Eucharistic Congress (IEC) in
Dublin next June.
A dynamic experience of the

page’s content and design.
The histories themselves,
written by author John
Hanley, are concise yet filled
with important details.
Hanley has penned histories for the dioceses of
Phoenix, Atlanta, Allentown,
Pa., and Venice, Fla.
“To me, the book is like a
Catholic family tree,” he said.
“What’s great is that it ties together all of the current
parishes of the archdiocese to
the history. It shows how
we’ve branched out and it
connects present Catholics of
the Archdiocese of Denver to
the first Catholics in Colorado
and Denver.”
In addition to the historical
photos selected with the help

of archdiocesan archivist
Karyl Klein, nearly 400 photos
were contributed by Denver
Catholic Register photographer James Baca and the publisher’s photographer John
Glover.
The 240-page tome is for
readers of all ages and is
meant to stimulate memories,
conversations and convictions about the rich local
Catholic heritage and the role
it’s played in the larger
Church.
“It’s not just a book,” Tesan
said. “It is a necessary book
for the faithful to have a document of their history that is
educational and useful.”
The volume can serve as a
resource for families, parish
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A COASTLINE scene from Ireland. The Denver Catholic Register
is sponsoring a June 9-18 pilgrimage to the International
Eucharistic Congress in Dublin, which will include five days of
viewing sacred and historic sites on the beautiful Emerald Isle
and three days at the congress.
worldwide Church much like
World Youth Days, which were
actually
patterned
after
International
Eucharistic
Congresses, they promote the
centrality of the Eucharist in the
life and mission of the Catholic
Church.
“To visit the Catholic country
of Ireland with Bishop Conley,
Msgr. Fryar and the Denver
Catholic Register and participate
with the universal Church in the
International
Eucharistic
Congress is a once in a lifetime
opportunity,” said Tess Stone,
archdiocesan events coordinator and key local organizer for
the trip.
“How blessed are we that the
Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI,
asks us to reflect on the
Eucharistic Lord with others
from all over the world and that
our bishop would want us to
travel with him to do that?” she
added. “It’s not something we
have the chance to do every day,
so why not take advantage of
this huge blessing for all the
Church?”
Some 25,000 people are expected to attend the congress,
noted Timothy Mullner of Faith
Journeys, the tour company responsible for the Register’s pil-

Book
From Page 1

ry for every diocese in
Germany.
In his meetings with clergy
from around the world, Tesan
recalled the most common
reason such books are requested.
“It is important for Catholics
to discover the history of our
dioceses—to know who we are
(and) where we came from. To
know our Church family (and)
those who fought for the faith.”
The
Archdiocese
of
Denver’s
commemorative
book was customized and
each parish was invited to
offer input on their parish

grimage. Up to 80,000 people
are expected to attend the climactic closing Mass, he said,
which typically draws the participation of the pope.
“This international gathering
is a rare event which occurs
every four years,” Mullner explained. “The 2012 IEC also coincides with a historic moment
of grace for the Roman
Catholic Church—the 50th anniversary of the Second Vatican
Council.
“The very first document
promulgated by Vatican II
(‘Sacrosanctum Concilium’),” he
continued, “highlighted the holy
Eucharist as the ‘source and
summit’ of our faith. All pastors,
deacons, parish leaders and
parishioners are invited to
Dublin for this faith-filled congress.”
The Register’s 10-day pilgrimage aims to deepen love and reverence for the Eucharist, renew
one’s faith and strengthen community—not only among the
fellow archdiocesan pilgrims,
but with the universal Church.
Let me share a little about
what we’ll do.
Set from June 9-18 the pilgrimage will include five days
of viewing sacred and historic

sites on the beautiful Emerald
Isle—among them the Marian
apparition site in Knock; the
national cathedral, which sits
where St. Patrick preached;
Trinity College, caretaker of the
Book of Kells; and the homes of
authors Oscar Wilde and Bram
Stoker.
Highlights of the gorgeous
Irish landscape we’ll see include
villages in County Wicklow, the
“garden of Ireland’; the stunning
Cliffs of Moher on the Atlantic
coast, and the bogs, lakes and
mountains of Connemara.
Architecture we’ll view will
range from thatched cottages to
ancient abbeys to Dublin Castle.
Three days will be spent taking in the liturgies, catecheses,
inspiring testimonies and cultural events of the congress, including the concluding Mass
called the Statio Orbis.
“Pope Benedict XVI is expected to attend, but not confirmed
at this time,” Mullner said about
the closing Mass.
“The special prayer services
and Masses along the way (of
the pilgrimage),” he emphasized, “will strengthen your relationship with Jesus Christ and
deepen your Catholic identity.”
Those interested in learning
more about the pilgrimage are
invited to a free talk given by
Mullner set for 7 p.m. Dec. 14 at
Mother of God Church, 475
Logan St. in Denver.
“The talk is for anyone interested in attending the pilgrimage and learning more about the
travels as well as about the
International
Eucharistic
Congress and why it’s important
we are participating,” Stone
said.
The congress should be mutually enriching for both the visiting pilgrims and the host
Catholics, organizers said.
“There is a fresh dynamism
to the Catholic faith here in
Denver,” Bishop Conley said.
“When Pope Benedict speaks
about the new evangelization,
he often applies this term to
the old Catholicism of western

THE COVER to “The
Archdiocese of Denver: 125th
Anniversary”

PILGRIMAGE
INFORMATION
MEETING
Presenter: Timothy Mullner of
Faith Journeys
Who: For anyone interested in
the DCR-sponsored June 9-18
pilgrimage to the
International Eucharistic
Congress in Dublin
Cost: Free
When: 7 p.m. Dec. 14
Where: Mother of God
Church, 475 Logan St.,
Denver
Information: call 303-7153207 or email
tess.stone@archden.org

Europe, such as Ireland. It is
my hope that next year’s
Eucharistic Congress in Dublin
will be the catalyst for a new
evangelization for the ‘land of
saints and scholars.’”
In turn, American Catholics
will enjoy the rich culture and
history of Ireland, Mullner said.
“Pilgrims may even find
themselves having a ‘wee bit’ of
fun along the way,” he said.
The cost of the pilgrimage
(with a minimum 25 passengers) including airfare is $3,095
per person (land only price is
$2,085). The tour also includes
three-star hotel accommodations (double occupancy) eight
breakfasts and dinners, all
scheduled sightseeing and entrance fees, motorcoach, car
ferry across the River Shannon
and Eucharistic Congress registration fee (including closing
ceremony ticket).
Tour does not include travel
insurance
and
airport
taxes/fuel surcharges. Early
registration deadline is Dec. 1.
Full payment must be received
by March 10. For more information, call 303-715-3207 or
email tess.stone@archden.org.

Roxanne King is editor of the
Denver Catholic Register.
centers and youth groups and
would make a great gift for
anyone wanting a pictorial
memento of the archdiocese.
“Catholics craving an indepth history of their faith
in Colorado will now have a
chance to purchase a keepsake book that will give a detailed insight into the early
Catholics in the region,” Tesan
said.
The limited edition books
are available in both English
and Spanish. They will be sold
through parishes and the
archdiocese’s
Office
of
Communications beginning
mid-December. The cost is
$35. For more information,
call 303-715-3230 or email
info@archden.org.
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Books for Christmas
If memory serves, this past year saw electronic books top
printed books in the sales figures at Amazon.com. Be that as it
may, books—real books—still make wonderful Christmas gifts.
Here are some recently published (and read) titles I can recommend with enthusiasm.
“The Union War,” by Gary W. Gallagher (Harvard University
Press): As the Civil War Sesquicentennial gets underway in
earnest, it’s good to have Gary Gallagher of the University of
Virginia as a guide to why what happened, happened. “The
Union War” argues that the northern war was, above all, a war
for the Union, as his previous volume, “The Confederate War,”
demonstrated that nationalism, and the defense of what the
South understood to be its liberties, was at the heart of its war
effort. Gallagher uses the tools of social history (including letters from veterans on both sides and Civil War-era journalism)
to buttress his case.
“Ascension Theology,” by Douglas Farrow (T & T Clark): One
of North America’s rising younger theologians, Doug Farrow of
Montreal’s McGill University, is also a superb writer who makes
theology come alive for the literate, but not necessarily specialist, reader. He positions the Ascension at the center of the
Christian proclamation and creed and thereby sheds new light
on everything, from the nature of the Church to the full meaning of the Eucharist.
“Newman and His Contemporaries,” by Edward Short (T & T
Clark): Another Newman book? Well, yes, and a particularly fine
one that explores Newman’s relationships with the great ecclesiastical, literary, political and journalistic figures of his time.
Short’s close reading of Newman’s vast correspondence also
demonstrates just how many of our post-Vatican II arguments
were anticipated in the 19th century among Newman and his
interlocutors.
“YouCat” (Ignatius Press): I will admit to a certain skepticism
when the Youth Catechism of the Catholic Church was announced, but my dubieties have given way to enthusiasm. The
Q&A of a classic catechism is complemented here by deftly
chosen, brief selections from Scripture, the Fathers of the
Church, great saints, and noble human spirits of many cultures.
Good for the “young” from, say, 18 to 85 or so.
“The Tigress of Forli,” by Elizabeth Lev (Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt): I’m a suspect witness in the matter of Liz Lev, a
friend with whom I’m working on a book on the Roman station
church pilgrimage of Lent. She’s the best Anglophone art and
architecture guide in Rome, and in her first book she has also
shown herself a master story-teller. Caterina Riario Sforza de
Medici was indeed, as the book’s subtitle proclaims,
“Renaissance Italy’s most courageous and notorious countess,”
and Lev’s re-creation of her life opens up a dramatic world of
intrigue and passion, even as it illuminates Italian Catholic life
on the edge of that religious tsunami, the Reformation.
“The Forum and the Tower,” by Mary Ann Glendon (Oxford
University Press): A collection of essays on scholars, politicians,
and their interaction from one of the Catholic Church’s most
distinguished laywomen, who, in her new book, runs the keyboard from Plato to Oliver Wendell Holmes without misplaying
a chord. The former U.S. ambassador to the Vatican is equally
at home explaining why Cicero was the superstar of ancient
Rome and how Eleanor Roosevelt worked with the Lebanese
scholar-diplomat Charles Malik to give birth to the modern
human rights movement. Further disclosure: Professor
Glendon is another friend—and the mother of Elizabeth Lev,
thus falsifying any claim that parent and child can’t share a literary vocation.
“Catholicism: A Journey to the Heart of the Faith,” by Robert
E. Barron (Image): The companion book to the brilliant 10-part
television series, this eminently readable exploration of
Catholicism-in-full is an even ampler introduction to the mind
and spirit of the Church’s most important American apologist.
“Portrait of a Spy,” by Daniel Silva (Harper): It’s hard not to
get addicted to Silva’s Gabriel Allon novels of international
skullduggery. James Bond and his supporting cast were cardboard cartoons compared to the fictional characters Dan Silva,
a man with a well-calibrated moral compass, has created.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Dec. 4: Second Sunday of
Advent
Scripture readings:
• Isaiah 11:1-10
• Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17
• Romans 15:4-9
• Matthew 3:1-12
Theme: Again, we recall that
Isaiah lived during a time of
grave peril for Jerusalem. The
northern kingdom had been destroyed by Assyria and Judah,
the southern kingdom, plagued
with idolatry and corruption,
was on the verge of collapse.
With Assyria’s armies on her
doorstep, the people of
Jerusalem needed a hero; a
mighty savior who would save
them from their enemies. This
week’s first reading, one of the
great messianic prophesies, describes the ideal king who will
spring from David’s line and rule
with wisdom and courage. It was
an ideal, however, that remained
unfulfilled until the coming
Christ. In the second reading,
Paul emphasizes the importance of the Old Testament and
how it prepared the way for
Christ. In numerous passages
through the Old Testament,
Christ is prefigured, predicted or
promised in one way or another.
The passage from Isaiah in the
first reading is a perfect example.

Because the promises of the Old
Testament have been fulfilled in
Christ, we now live in hope “glorifying the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.” The second,
third and fourth Sundays of
Advent call to mind the first
coming of the Messiah. The central figure in this week’s Gospel is
John the Baptist who, like the
prophets before him, was sent to
prepare the way of the Lord. His
clothing of camel’s hair and
leather belt is a clear allusion to
Elijah in fulfillment of Malachi
4:5. The setting is also important. John was baptizing in the
exact spot where Joshua led the
Israelites across the Jordan and
into the Promised Land.
Key verse: “Whatever was
written previously was written
for our instruction, that by endurance and by the encouragement of the Scriptures we
might have hope” (Rom 15:4).
The Catechism of the
Catholic Church: “The economy of the Old Testament was deliberately so oriented that it
should prepare for and declare
in prophecy the coming of
Christ, redeemer of all men. The
Church, as early as apostolic
times, and then constantly in
her tradition, has illuminated
the unity of the divine plan in
the two testaments through typology, which discerns in God’s
works of the old covenant prefigurations of what he accomplished in the fullness of time in

the person of his incarnate Son.
Christians, therefore, read the
Old Testament in the light of
Christ crucified and risen” (No.
122; 128).

Pope Benedict XVI: “God reveals himself in history. He
speaks to humankind, and the
word he speaks has creative
power. The Old Testament announces to the children of Israel
the coming of the Messiah and
the establishment of a ‘new’
covenant; in the word made
flesh he fulfils his promise”
(World Youth Day, April 9, 2006).

Application: Some people
have an aversion to the Old
Testament because they think
it depicts a god who is radically
different from the God of the
New Testament. Not so. The
Church has always opposed
the idea of rejecting the Old
Testament under the pretext of
being superseded by the new.
The Old Testament is full of allusions to Christ. Like John the
Baptist, it points to Christ who
brings light and hope to a troubled world. As an old saying
goes, the New Testament lies
hidden in the old and the Old
Testament is unveiled in the
new.

James Cavanagh is director of
Evangelization and Catechesis
for metro-area parishes of the
Denver Archdiocese. Cavanagh’s
column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

A prayer for Tebow

Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize that
the opinions expressed in letters to the
editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation or libelous
statements will not be printed. Unsigned
letters will not be printed. Letters may
be edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-7152045. E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

It is hard not to admire the
character of Bronco quarterback Tim Tebow. But I would
sure like to see this Protestant
lad throw a few Hail Marys into
the heavens. Our Lady catches
everything tossed in her direction.
Patrick O’Brien
Denver
PHOTO COURTESY THE DENVER BRONCOS

Conley
From Page 2
America’s future depends
today, as it always has, on the
choices that faithful citizens
will make. And that means rediscovering the basic religious
and Christian values that are
contained in our Declaration

of Independence. It means living out our beliefs with what
the Declaration calls a “firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence.”
God, not government, is the
only sure guarantee of human
rights and the blessings of
our liberty. We need to live as
if we believe that. Only a people who believes these truths

to be sacred and self-evident,
can build a society worthy of
men and women created by
God.
Through our witness to our
beliefs we can help restore
our national soul. Through
our witness, we can bring
forth a new springtime of
hope for the Church, and for
humanity, in America.

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Nov. 30: Mass, Mother of God Church (8 a.m.)
Dec. 1: Mass, Mother of God Church (8 a.m.); College of Consultors meeting, JPII Center (10 a.m.)
Dec. 2: EWTN employees Advent day of Reflection, Birmingham, Ala.
Dec. 3: EWTN televised Mass (6 a.m.), Birmingham, Ala.
Dec. 4: Mass, Mother of God Parish, (8 a.m. and noon); Mass, Cathedral Basilica (6:30 p.m.)
Dec. 5: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Dec. 6: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Advent Readings and Carols, JPII Center (4 p.m.)
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Advent Wreath Prayer: Week 2
BY THE CATHOLIC SPIRIT

The following prayer is the second in a
four-week Advent Wreath Prayer series.
Here is a short do-it-yourself Advent
Wreath Prayer for the second Sunday of
Advent, Dec. 4. The weekly prayers take
just a few minutes to deepen your family’s Advent observance.

Second Sunday of Advent
Step 1—Light two candles on the
Advent Wreath
Step 2—(optional) Read Isaiah 40:15, 9-11; 2 Peter 3:8-14; Mark 1:1-8
Step 3—Reflect on the readings: In
the Bible passages for this second week
of Advent we hear John the Baptist repeat the words of Isaiah the prophet,
“Prepare the way of the Lord!” Both remind us to work seriously to make
straight our own path and to clean up
the wasteland of our own life. St. Paul
tells us how to do that: by being holy.

CNS PHOTO/OCTAVIO DURAN

THE SECOND Sunday of Advent is
Dec. 4. On that day and through
the week, those marking the season with an Advent wreath light
two of the four candles.
Step 4—Pray: Dear God, don’t let me
miss chances this week to be welcoming to other people and to work in harmony with everyone. Help me change
my ways so that I am a good example of
someone who loves and follows the
Lord.

Boulder Gabriel House dedicated

PHOTO PROVIDED

BISHOP James Conley, apostolic administrator for the Denver Archdiocese, dedicated a Gabriel House, an outreach center for pregnant women located at 2885
Aurora Ave. in Boulder, on Nov. 18. Above, Bishop Conley poses with students
from Sacred Heart of Jesus School, who donated baby supplies collected by the
school. A Gabriel House is also located in Denver. For more information on the
ministry, call 303-377-1577, email gabrielhousedenver@yahoo.com or visit
www.gabrielhousedenver.org.
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Africans urged to be ‘apostles of reconciliation’
VATICAN CITY (CNS)—In a
wide-ranging document on the
Church’s future in Africa, Pope
Benedict XVI urged Catholics to
become “apostles of reconciliation, justice and peace” across
the troubled continent. The key
to the Church’s mission in Africa,
the pope said, is for all Catholics
to know the faith and the
Church’s social doctrine well,
then witness it in daily life. The
document, called an apostolic
exhortation, explored the themes
treated by the 2009 Synod of
Bishops for Africa. Titled “Africae
Munus” (“The Commitment of
Africa”), the 138-page text offered
what it called “guidelines for mission” in virtually every pastoral
area, including the sacraments,
social justice and interreligious
dialogue. The pope signed the
document Nov. 19 during a ceremony in Ouidah, Benin, a slave
trade city on the Atlantic coast.
He was making a three-day visit
to Benin, where he met with
bishops from the African continent. The document said Africa,
like the rest of the world, was experiencing a culture shock that
strikes at traditional values and

BRIEFS

Youths at conference
honor Christ with
electronic ‘holy
shoutout’
INDIANAPOLIS
(CNS)—
More than 2,000 years after his
birth, Christ the King was honored in a historic way with a

CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING

PEOPLE celebrate before Pope Benedict XVI's Mass at the stadium in Cotonou, Benin, Nov. 20. The pope concluded his threeday visit to the West African nation.
ways of life. But faced with this
“crisis of faith and hope,” it said,
Africa has the ability to be a spiritual inspiration because of the
human and religious resources of
its peoples. The pope said the
Church should lead the way, promoting respect for human dignity and life at every stage, fighting
against economic imbalance and
environmental degradation, pro-

viding health care to those with
AIDS and other diseases, educating the young and reconciling
human hearts in places of ethnic
tension. These actions are the
heart of the Church’s evangelizing efforts, which include witness, words and service, and
which must be based on the personal encounter with Christ, he
said.

massive electronic “holy
shoutout” via texts, emails and
tweets sent simultaneously
from cellphones Nov. 19 by
23,000 participants at the
National
Catholic
Youth
Conference and National
Catholic
Collegiate
Conference. It was a fun and
faith-filled way for the Catholic
youths and young adults to
honor God and conclude the
31st biennial national conference, held Nov. 17-19 at Lucas
Oil Stadium in Indianapolis.
Bishop Christopher J. Coyne,
apostolic administrator of the
Archdiocese of Indianapolis
and host of the conference,
asked the teenagers, collegians
and all attending the closing
Mass to text, email or tweet the
words “Called to Glory,” the
conference theme, to family
members and friends throughout the United States at the
conclusion of the vibrant liturgy. Murmurs began to spread
through the quiet football stadium when Bishop Coyne surprised the conference participants by asking them to turn
on their cellphones at the end
of Mass. “For over two hours
now, we have turned this space
into a holy place where holy
people have listened to holy
words and done holy things
and received holy gifts,”
Bishop Coyne said. “I want you
all to dig out your cellphones ...
and turn them on because
we’re going to do a holy
shoutout. I don’t think this has
ever been done ... with a crowd
like this, and maybe the first
time at a big Catholic gathering. I want you to type in
‘Called to Glory.’”

Vatican newspaper
says Shakespeare
was secret Catholic

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—There
is “little doubt” that William
Shakespeare was a Catholic who
was forced to hide his faith in
Protestant England while leaving hints about his faith
throughout his vast body of
work, said an opinion piece in
the Vatican newspaper. Taking a
cue from renewed speculation
about Shakespeare’s true identity sparked by the film
“Anonymous,”
L’Osservatore
Romano wrote, “There may be
questions regarding his identity,
but not his religious faith.” The
Nov. 18 op-ed piece said that this
view was at least partly shared
by the leader of the worldwide
Anglican
Communion,
Archbishop Rowan Williams of
Canterbury, who said in a debate at a literary festival last May
that Shakespeare “probably had
a Catholic background and had
Catholic friends.” It also pointed
out that shortly after the Bard of
Avon’s recorded death in 1616,
Anglican Archdeacon Richard
Davies wrote, “He died a papist,”
a pejorative term Protestants
used to refer to Catholics. The
editorial said that while there is
legitimate debate about who
was
truly
behind
the
Shakespeare name, “there is little doubt about another question regarding the life of
Shakespeare: his convinced adherence to the Catholic faith.”
Shakespeare’s work, it said, “is
full of open references to the
Catholic religion.” These references are especially evident in
the play “Hamlet,” it said.

TV l 9
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Welcoming Catholics back ‘home’
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

“While he was still a long
way off, his father caught sight
of him, and was filled with
compassion. He ran to his son,
embraced him and kissed
him.”—Lk 15:20

Evangelization isn’t just one
task among many, it is the
very reason the Church exists.
Everything we do—building
projects, religious education,
sacramental preparation, finance and stewardship,
music and liturgy, everything—has as its end the
proclamation of the kingdom
of God and the redemption of
all people.
This was the clear message
of Vatican II, a message that
was embraced by Pope Paul VI
and taken up by his successors. “The task of evangelizing
all people,” Paul VI said, “constitutes the essential mission
of the Church. Evangelizing is
in fact the grace and vocation
proper to the Church, her
deepest identity” (“Evangelii
Nuntiandi,” 14).
An unprecedented opportunity for evangelization is coming this Christmas. From Dec.
17 through Jan. 9 “Catholics
Come Home” will launch a
nationwide television ad campaign aimed at those who
have been away from the
Church as well as those who
might be interested in joining
the Catholic Church.
Our participation is vital if
this effort is to be fruitful. All
of us have a part to play: clergy, staff and parishioners.
Vatican II taught that the laity
has a unique role in the life
and mission of the Church—a
role that no one else can play.
Baptized into Christ and
nourished by his body and
blood, the laity are sent forth
to share the Gospel with others. “All Christians,” the
Council Fathers taught, have
“the preeminent responsibility of working to make the divine message of salvation
known and accepted by all
men throughout the world”
(Decree on the Laity, 3)
Many Catholics, perhaps
you’re one of them, aren’t inclined to evangelize and even
if they were, don’t feel
equipped. They just can’t see
themselves knocking on doors
or preaching on street corners. Few of us are called to
that kind of evangelization.
But all of us are called, in the
words of one of the new dismissals to “glorify the Lord by
your life.”
The beauty of “Catholics
Come Home” is that you don’t
have to be an expert in all
things Catholic. You don’t
even have to be particularly
outgoing. All you have to do is

CNS PHOTO/NANCY WIECHEC

TELEVISION ads for “Catholics Come Home” urge the faithful
to be welcoming to new people they notice at Mass and to invite fallen-away Catholics back to the Eucharist. Pictured are
people attending Mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine
of the Immaculate Conception in Washington.
visit their website, invite others to Mass when the opportunity presents itself and welcome those who come. But
how, you may ask, will I know
who’s visiting as a result of the
ad campaign and who is simply another parishioner I don’t
know? The answer is simple:
Be friendly to everyone. It’s
not that hard. Oh, one more
thing. Please don’t leave before the dismissal. It’s rude.
Your response to those who
“come home” is crucial. Think
about it. Imagine that you’ve
been away from the Church
for 25 years. You see an ad on
TV and your conscience stirs
and you think, “Maybe I
should go to Mass.” After a
couple of weeks you work up
the courage to go to Mass only
to find parishioners who
aren’t very friendly and don’t
really care about the monumental step that you’ve just
taken. How would you feel?
This is a unique opportunity.
We should do everything we
can to make the most of it.
What you can do? Here are
some ideas:
• Acquaint yourself with
“Catholics Come Home” by
visiting www.catholicscomehome.org.
• Tell others about this ad
campaign and direct them to
the website.
• Invite those you know who
haven’t been to church in
awhile to go to Mass with you.
• Be ready to respond to

those who might visit your
church as a result of this campaign.
• Be hospitable and welcome those who have decided
to “come home.”
• Ask your pastor to host an
inquirer’s class for returning
Catholics and newcomers.
• Celebrate the return of
your brothers and sisters with
a feast.
In the parable of the prodigal son the climax of the story
comes when the father runs to
meet and embrace his errant
son “while he was still a long
way off.” You probably know
someone who’s been away
from the Church and is spiritually still “a long way off.” No
matter. The fact that they have
decided to “come home” is
cause for rejoicing.
At the end of Mass we are
dismissed and told to go and
put into practice that which
we have just received. “The
love that we celebrate in the
sacrament,” Pope Benedict
XVI said, “is not something we
can keep to ourselves. By its
very nature it demands to be
shared with all.” In the
Eucharist “The love of God
has been poured into our
hearts” (Rom 5:5) and so we
are sent forth into the world to
share that love with others.
James Cavanagh is director of
Evangelization and Catechesis
for metro-area parishes of the
Denver Archdiocese.
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Catholic school students’ artwork adorns new bridge
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Students from Guardian Angels
School strode across the fresh concrete
of the long-awaited Pecos Street Bridge
Nov. 17 that is adorned with their own
self-designed ceramic tiles.
Those students along with some state
and local officials were the first to walk
across the new 1,100-foot bridge built
near Interstate 76 and West 62nd
Avenue after unveiling a few of the 224
tiles they made to help beautify it.
“Our community has been waiting
and anticipating this day,” said Principal
Mary Gold of Guardian Angels during a
dedication ceremony for the bridge.
“Thank you for helping our students develop skills which will encourage active
citizenship.”
All of the school’s kindergarten
through eighth grade students were
asked to make a design for a 12-inch by
12-inch tile for the bridge that was built
to allow commuters’ access to Pecos
Street south of 62nd Avenue.
Since 2004, trains stopped on the
tracks that crossed the street and had
blocked traffic for nine to 12 hours a
day, according to officials.
“We’ve been waiting a long time for
the route to our school to be reopened,”
said Gold, who added that many parents had to drive over to Federal
Boulevard to reach the school located at
Pecos Street and West 52nd Avenue.
In 2007, Adams County, the Federal
Highway Administration, the Colorado
Department of Transportation and
Union Pacific decided to build the
overpass and formed a public-private
partnership. The organizations pooled

“We give thanks to God always for all
of you, remembering you in our prayers,
unceasingly calling to mind our work of
faith and labor of love and endurance in
hope of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
—Thes 1:2-3
These
words
from St. Paul’s
Letter
to
the
Thessalonians are
so apropos today
for the numerous
benefactors who so
generously support
the Archdiocese of
RICHARD
Denver’s Catholic
THOMPSON
schools. Although
we give thanks “always for all of you,”
this Thanksgiving season is a time for
special thanks to very special people.
Your time, talent and treasure not
only provide vital material resources
that help keep our schools affordable
and accessible to as many families as
possible, but your “labor of love”
serves to provide a “spirit of faith and
endurance in hope” for our families
and schools.
In monetary terms, schools and
families receive in excess of $6 million

Some recent correspondence from
Catholic school alumni for our annual
report serves to illustrate the “purchasing power” of your gifts to our schools:

dents, “What are we here for?” To which
we would answer in unison, “To get to
heaven.” How simple, memorable and
true.

• I can honestly say that I owe my vocation to my Catholic education. I saw
priests, (religious) sisters, and lay people really following the Gospel and
bringing the presence of Jesus into the
world.

After getting knocked off his horse
on the road to Damascus, Paul the
Apostle journeyed the length and
breadth of the ancient world educating the people and spreading the good
news. This remains the mission of our
Catholic schools today. That faithfilled teacher was Paul to her students.
Professor John Barclay aptly describes St. Paul as “one tough cookie.”
Indeed he was. On many occasions he
was beaten, put in prison and shipwrecked. He ended up being beheaded on the same day Peter was crucified. He always attributed his strength
and staying power to the grace and
power of God.
In all of education today—especially
in the challenges and opportunities
facing our Catholic schools—we need
“tough cookies” who are driven and
sustained by the grace of God and by
the generosity and confidence of our
benefactors.
God bless you all, and in this
Thanksgiving season may the blessings you bring to the children be returned to you a hundredfold.

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

GUARDIAN Angels School principal Mary Gold, far right, poses with students and their
artwork gracing the Pecos Street Bridge Nov. 17.
resources to make construction of the
bridge possible and funded the students’ art project to add to the aesthetics.
Costs totaled $38.9 million for the
bridge and construction of 62nd
Parkway, with Union Pacific contributing $14.4 million and the Federal
Highway Administration contributing
$15.7 million, according to Adams
County.
It’s county officials’ hope that the
project offered an opportunity to edu-

One tough cookie
BY RICHARD THOMPSON

cate children about aesthetics needed
for infrastructure and encouraged them
to want to take care of the bridge, according to Ruth Kedzior, assistant county administrator.
The art teacher at Guardian Angels,
Emmie Wood, worked with students
since August to plan, design and create
the tiles.
“It was a lot of work,” Wood said. “We
all collaborated in class. They learned
about composition.”
The children will be responsible for

maintaining the tiles by monitoring and
replacing broken ones as well as figuring out themes for future tiles, according to Kedzior.
Many students attended the dedication Nov. 17 and showed their parents
their tiles.
“I had two cars and one dragon,” said
8-year-old Anthony Montoya-Olivas Jr.,
a third-grader at Guardian Angels,
about what he put on his tile.
His mother, Angelita Montoya, sees
the tile project as not only a learning opportunity for her son, but a chance to
raise awareness about the school.
“I think the bridge will help (others)
realize the school is there and they can
send their kids there,” Montoya said.
On-lookers who learned that the
tiles will line the bridge along the
fence, appreciated the time spent designing them.
“I think they’re awesome,” said Daisy
Nagle, a traffic control supervisor, after
looking at the tiles.
In the future, the bridge will provide
the opportunity for the anticipated
Regional Transportation District’s
FasTracks rail station to be operating
in 2016 below the bridge. The site will
become a transfer station for the Gold
and Northwest commuter rail lines
that will go to Denver, Westminster,
Arvada and Wheat Ridge, according to
Adams County officials.
“I know this is a day the community
has looked forward to for a long time,”
said Greg Nadeau, deputy federal
highway administrator. “There are a
lot of valuable lessons here today from
this overpass. Investing in our infrastructure is money well spent.”

annually. This philanthropic support
is a key pillar of our strategic plan for
maintaining the sustainability of our
schools, especially those serving our
families most in need of tuition assistance. Your generosity helps keep the
dream alive of a quality Catholic education for
families
that otherwise would
have no education option other
than public
for
their
children.
The public
system,
while striving to do
their best
with challenges they face, succeeds in
graduating less than 50 percent of
their neediest students versus the 95
percent graduation rate of Catholic
schools. You are truly helping to invest
in the future of thousands of children,
whether through your offertory, entities like Seeds of Hope or The Catholic
Foundation, numerous public and private philanthropic organizations, or
personal donations.

• Every child should feel wanted and
special at school. In a Catholic school
there is so much effort put into making
each one feel just that. No one is left behind.
• I wake
up
every
morning
and ask God
to guide me
through the
day, just as
we
did
every morning before we started class.
The teachers taught us God is with us
and we are never alone.
• Their (Catholic school teachers’) expectations of excellence for me carried
over through public high school, college
and my professional career.
• My faith-filled teacher would repeatedly ask us middle-school stu-

Richard Thompson is supertintendent of the Denver Archdiocese’s
Catholic schools.
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New funding for local Catholic M
schools a success, officials say b

M

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

FIFTH-GRADERS at Nativity School in Broomfield study together Oct. 7.
Pictured, from left, are: Maddie Harnden, Lammie Trinh, Evette Srouji and
Mackenzie Miller.
BY NISSA LAPOINT
The change helped ease the burden
on financially-strapped parishes and
Catholic school administrators are solicited more funds from parishes
hailing the new school assistance fund throughout the archdiocese. The addias a success after the first year pilot run. tional funds collected from CSAF-Plus
Parishes of the Denver Archdiocese increased the number of contributing
gave $3.26 million for the 2010-2011 parishes from 72 to 140 or more,
academic year to help keep schools as Thompson said.
accessible and affordable to as many
It’s too early to determine the longfamilies as possible. These funds pro- term success of this change, the supervided the opportunity for more than intendent said, which is designed to
2,200 students to receive a Catholic encourage enrollment from nonschool education, according to school parishes, bring greater investRichard Thompson, superintendent of ment into schools from all parishes
Catholic schools.
and ease financial stress on poorerA
“The generosity of parishes really parishes.
C
helps support one-fourth of our (stuThompson also sees this change as af
dent) population that probably could- way to remove a school’s role in acting
o
n’t be in our schools without that sup- like a collection agency when gather1
port,” Thompson said.
ing funds.
t
Among other sources of funding, the
“It’s taken away some of the antago-s
Catholic Schools Assistance Fund nism that may have developed bei
(CSAF) has been one way parishes tween schools and parishes when
g
support schools by collecting 1.5 per- schools were trying to collect and
a
cent of a parish’s assessable income. parishes didn’t have it,” he said. “One
W
This figure was increased to 3.79 per- of the theories behind this is that it will
cent and the increase was named increase enrollment,” said Thompson,
s
CSAF-Plus. This increase in assess- who added that a parish’s pastor will
n
ment replaced the Interparish School be more likely to encourage enrolli
Assistance (ISA) program that required ment in a Catholic school.
h
parishes without their own elementary
The archdiocese continues to dis-A
or high schools to pay about $1,000 per tribute the CSAF grant monies collecta
archdiocesan school-enrolled student ed through a need-based formula calh
affiliated with a parish. This change culated for every school. Last year, 14
t
was proposed by the Office of Catholic schools received need-based CSAF
Schools and approved by the pres- grants totaling $1.3 million, according
byterate as a three-year pilot program. to Thompson.
The ISA’s fixed amount per student
CSAF-Plus is distributed based on
was a financial burden for poorer the number of out-of-parish affiliated
parishes who sent their kids to students, rather than the previous per
Catholic school. It was difficult or im- pupil ISA rate of $1,000.
possible for them to advance the
Thirty-seven schools benefitted
money to that student’s school, from the $1.78 million distributed
Thompson said.
from the CSAF-Plus portion of the as“(CSAF) provided the opportunity sessment. Added to the contributiond
for parishes who were further out (of of Seeds of Hope Charitable Trust,m
the Denver metro area) who didn’t which provides funds for economical-a
send kids to Catholic school, and ly-disadvantage students, and The
whose students had other school op- Catholic Foundation, Catholic schools
tions, to increase their support of received a total of $5.3 million in assisCatholic schools,” Thompson said.
tance last year, according to
By throwing out the ISA program Thompson.
and reorganizing the CSAF fund, the
The change leaves in question
office made a kind of “redistribution of whether a parish’s contribution is diwealth” move, said Ron Sarricchio, as- rectly helping students registered at
sistant business manager at St. Cajetan the church, but, Sarricchio said, “We
Parish in Denver.
know it’s going to help kids in general.”
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Mullen delivers Thanksgiving
baskets to 54 needy families

On Nov. 19, members of the J.K.
Mullen High School community—including students, parents, faculty and
administrators—donated Thanksgiving
baskets to 54 families that reside in the
Sheridan School District.
The food and supplies were collected
in a school-wide campaign coordinated
by Beth Wright, director of service learning, then each basket was filled with traditional Thanksgiving meal items, as
well as a gift card, and many also contained items such as detergent, paper

PHOTO PROVIDED

products and extra food.
The same families, who requested the
baskets through the school district, will
be adopted by the Mullen community for
Christmas.
In the photo above, Mullen students
Treyton de la Cuesta, Terek Roberts (visiting eighth-grader), Jay Jones, Shelby
Spies and Allie Telgenhoff pose with donations.
Mullen is located at 3601 S. Lowell Blvd.
in Denver. Established in 1931 it is run by
the Brothers of the Christian Schools.

St. Therese School donates
winter wear to Aurora’s needy

Each November, St. Therese School in
Aurora conducts an All-School Charitable
Collection. This year, different from the
food collections of previous years, the school’s
185
prekindergarten
through eighth-grade
students collected winter
items, including hats,
gloves, scarves, mittens
and socks for Aurora
Warms the Night.
The students collected
some 500 items for the
nonprofit whose mission
is to preserve the life,
health and stability of
Aurora’s men, women
and children facing
homelessness through vouchers for shelter, toiletries, food and other supplies.
Items collected were presented during

the offertory at the school’s Thanksgiving
Mass Nov. 22, before being delivered to
program director Donna Potter, the former director of Catholic
Charities emergency assistance center in Aurora
that closed in August.
“What’s neat is that we
are an inner-city school
and some of our students are almost in as
much need as those we
took the winter items to,”
said principal Laura
Dement. “We want to
teach them to give even if
they don’t have a lot
themselves … like the
PHOTO PROVIDED
woman of the parable in
the temple, with two coins.”
Students in the photo above model
some of the items collected.

Notre Dame School serves
Thanksgiving meal to seniors

Notre Dame School’s eighth-grade students served a Thanksgiving meal to
more than 100 senior citizens this month
as a way to build community.
Every year the students organize and
give luncheons for senior citizens from
Notre Dame Parish in Denver and surrounding senior-living homes in the
school’s gymnasium.
“It really was an opportunity for seniors
of the parish to come in and share community and share a meal,” said Principal
Charlene Molis. “It has just grown from
that.”

About a dozen students began the
Thanksgiving Senior Luncheon Nov. 9
with a prayer then served a meal to the
seniors followed by a game of bingo. The
luncheon was organized around the
theme of serving one another with joy,
Molis said.
“We do many service projects and really encourage our children to be servant
leaders,” Molis said. “They have just embraced the theme this year.”
Notre Dame students will host another
senior luncheon in March for St. Patrick’s
Day.
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For more events, visit www.archden.org/events.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
24-Hour Adoration: sponsored by Catholic
Charities at the Samaritan House Chapel,
2301 Lawrence St., Denver. Intentions are
for families, marriage and children. Starts
with Benediction.
Dec. 3: 7:30 a.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver.
Dec. 4: 3 p.m.
Thanksgiving Mass: at Holy Name Parish,
3290 W. Milan Ave., Englewood. Bishop
Fernando Isern of Pueblo will celebrate.
RSVP at 303-629-5100.
Dec. 7: 6:30 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Adopt an Elder: through HealthSET, a
Centura Health-sponsored organization for
low-income senior citizens. Bring a
Christmas gift and make a one-time visit to
a senior or make a donation. Call 303-5956644 or email maryannmay@centura.org to
sign up.
Starts in December

Archbishop’s Lecture Series: featuring
Thomas Madden of St. Louis University will
present “The Crusades: Then and Now” at
Bonfils Hall, John Paul II Center campus,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Call 303-715-3123
or email info@archden.org.
Dec. 1: 7 p.m.
Advent Retreat: with CLAY, Catholic Life and
You, at St. Catherine of Siena Parish, 4200
Federal Blvd., Denver. Retreat is titled
“Waiting for Christ with the Jews.” Cost is
$30 including breakfast and lunch. RSVP by
calling 720-364-4015.
Dec. 3: 7:15 a.m. - 6:15 p.m.

after Nov. 30. RSVP at 720-309-5321 or
email datecatholic@aol.com.
Dec. 3: 2 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Street Kid’s Christmas Party: to be held at
Holy Ghost Church, 1900 California St.,
Denver. Items may be dropped off at the
church or Holy Protection of the Mother of
God Byzantine Church, 1201 S. Elizabeth St.,
Denver. Volunteers needed for party. Call
303-543-7867.
Dec. 3: 4 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Potluck and Silent Auction: at St. Martin de
Porres, 3300 Table Mesa Drive, Boulder.
Tickets are $25. For information and tickets,
call 303-499-7744.
Dec. 3: 6 p.m.
Holiday Market: at St. Dominic Church, 2915
Federal Blvd., Denver. Held in the church
hall after each Mass.
Dec. 3 - Dec. 4

Christmas Market: at St. Martin de Porres,
3300 Table Mesa Drive, Boulder. Call 303499-7744.
Dec. 3: 9:30 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Colorado Children’s Chorale: to hold a holiday event at Boettcher Concert Hall, 1000
14th St., Denver. Tickets start at $19. Call
303-892-5600 for information.
Dec. 3: 2 p.m. and Dec. 4: 4 p.m.

Lunch for Homeless: hosted by the Denver
Homeless Ministry at Denver Civic Center
Park, 100 W. 14th Ave. Parkway. Food and hygiene items are sought for its Lunch in the
Park event. Call 303-543-7867 or visit
www.thedhms.org for information.
Dec. 3: 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Legion of Mary Reunion: at Holy Family
Church, 4380 Utica St., Denver. Celebrant is
Father Joseph Hearty. Reception follows.
Bring food or drinks to share.
Dec. 4: 2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Catholic Speed Dating: for all ages at
Panino’s Restaurant, 1721 S. 8th St.,
Colorado Springs. Cost is $30 if postmarked

Job Workshop: at St. Frances Cabrini Parish,
6673 W. Chatfield Ave., Littleton. Call 303221-1777 for information.
Dec. 8: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Women's Day Retreat: at St. Louis church,
902 Grant Ave., Louisville. Retreat speaker
will present "Mary Beyond All Titles." Cost
is $25 with breakfast and lunch included.
Register by Dec. 1 by calling 303-666-6401.
Dec. 10: 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Lighthouse Pregnancy Center: needs voluntees to pick up trash and bring baby donations at 3894 Olive St., Denver. RSVP at 720336-1433 or by emailing chrisa@spc
sinc.biz.
Dec. 10: 9 a.m. - noon
Christmas Cookie Walk: at Our Lady of the
Pines Church, 9444 Eagle Cliff Road,
Conifer. Call 303-838-0338 for information.
Dec. 10: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Winter Fest: at Annunciation School, 3536
Lafayette St., Denver. Includes food, crafts,
bingo and music.
Dec. 10: Noon - 6 p.m.
Vocation Discernment: with the Sisters of
the New Covenant at the Sacred Heart of
Jesus parish center, 2312 14th St., Boulder.
Register by Dec. 7. Call 303-451-8677.
Dec. 10: 1 p.m.
Quilt Raffle: to benefit renovation of Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, 5612 S.
Hickory St., Littleton. Raffle tickets are $1
each or 6 for $5. Call 303-703-8538.
Dec. 11: raffle at 12:30 p.m.
CLAY Social Event: at the Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan
St., Denver. A guest speaker will discuss his
conversion "From Militant Atheist to Devout
Catholic." For information call 720-244-1951.
Dec. 11: 8 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Christmas Toy Drive: for children in need at
Centro San Juan Diego, 2830 Lawrence St.,
Denver. New and unwrapped gifts requested
for children between 3 and 12 years old. Call
303-295-9470 or email jennie.marquez@
archden.org.
Dec. 17: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Advent Retreat: at Notre Dame Parish, 2190
S. Sheridan Blvd., Denver. Kathy McGovern,
a biblical scholar and retreat leader, will
present topics each Monday night. No cost
to attend.
Dec. 5, Dec. 12 and Dec. 19: 7 p.m.
Day of Reflection: at St. Ignatius Loyola
Church in Brady Hall, 2301 York St., Denver.
Theme is “Faith Engaged: Empower. Equip.
Evangelize” designed for the next generation of Black Catholics. Cost is $5. Call 303715-3165 for information.
Dec. 3: 9 a.m. - noon
Advent Day of Reflection: at Benet Hill
Monastery Chapel, 3190 Benet Lane,
Colorado Springs. Reflect on the later years
of Mary’s life with a Scripture scholar.
Register by Dec. 5. Cost is $40. Contact 719633-0655 ext. 132 or registrations@
benethillmonastery.org.
Dec. 9: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Catholic Singles: to meet for the National
Catholic Singles Conference at the Westin
Westminster, 10600 Westminster Blvd. in
Westminster. Visit www.nationalcatholic
singles.com for information.
Jan. 27 - 29, 2012

PILGRIMAGES/TOURS
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land: with Msgr.
Thomas Fryar and Father Frank Maroney
from St. Francis of Assisi Parish. $2,699 per
person. Call 303-715-3263.
Jan. 30 - Feb. 10, 2012
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land: with with
Father Tomas Fraile, C.R., from St. Cajetan
Church. Call 303-480-1082 for information.
April 16 - 27, 2012
European tour: with Holy Cross Church.
Nine-day tour will include visits to England,
Germany, Switzerland, Holland and France.
Cost is $1,542. For information, call 303457-1997.
May 31 - June 9, 2012
Pilgrimage to Ireland: led by Auxiliary
Bishop James Conley. A Register sponsored
trip to the 50th International Eucharistic
Congress in Dublin. Call 303-715-3207 or
email tess.stone@archden.org.
June 9 - 18, 2012
Pilgrimage to Italy and Switzerland: with
Father Hermanagild Jayachandra of St.
Martin de Porres Church. Cost is $3,999 per
person. Email anthony@proximotravel.com
for information.
June 9 - 21, 2012
Pilgrimage to Lourdes and the Tomb of St.
Thomas Aquinas: with Brother Anthony
Ariniello. Five men from the Community of
the Beatitudes will be ordained. Cost is
$1,150 excluding airfare. For information
email anthony.beatitudes@gmail.com.
June 21 - 30, 2012
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Couple shares tips in ‘Marriage 911’
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Greg and Julie Alexander’s
loveless and worldly marriage
was doomed for divorce court
until a faithful priest opened their
eyes to the truths of the Catholic
Church and guided them on
their journey to a now selfless
and Christ-centered marriage.
The Alexander’s went on to
become marriage counselors for
couples worldwide after founding the Alexander House, a
Catholic, lay apostolate dedicated to proclaiming the beauty,
goodness and truth of marriage.
They’ve been married for about
23 years and are parents of seven
children.
They describe their journey in
their recently-published book,
“Marriage 911: How God Saved
Our Marriage (And Can Save
Yours, Too!”)
They recently spoke with the
Denver Catholic Register about
their marriage and their new
book.
Register: You write in your
book that your marriage was
based on societal values and
worldly pursuits. Can you describe what your marriage was
first like?
Julie: We assumed and felt we
were in love and we got married
in the Church just because that’s
what you did, but we didn’t understand it fully. We didn’t even
think of marriage as a sacrament.
The foundation (of our marriage)
was wrong so the things that
pulled us away were success and
worldly things and keeping up
with the Joneses, even to the
point of immersing ourselves in
trying to find happiness whether
it would be in the money we
made, the things we would buy
or the people we would hang
around. Our marriage and our
life were based upon our success
in worldly terms.
Register:What was happening

in your marriage that convinced
you divorce was the answer?
Greg: It was about six years of
building up to that point. As
many in a relationship might
say, you start losing that ability
to communicate. All of a sudden
you don’t have things in common anymore. We were literally
married singles. Julie started
hanging with the girls and I
started hanging out with the
guys. Unfortunately, as we were
looking for happiness in money
and material things, and it was
no longer there, we both resulted in looking for that in other
people. So infidelity became
very much a part of the problem.
Register: You describe in the
book how you sought marriage
counseling to try to salvage your
marriage, but one person had
suggested that you might not be
right for each other.
Greg: We went to our parish
priest as a last resort to see if
there was any opportunity to
salvage this relationship. We had
concluded we didn’t want to
look back and say that we didn’t
try it all.
Julie: The couple of places we
went affirmed the fact that
maybe we shouldn’t be together,
so all hope was gone, or so we
thought. Then God sent this
priest into our lives … we
thought to help us get out of our
marriage. He just sat back and
listened to every word that came
out of our mouths about his
fault or her fault and we’re miserable and we’ve done all this stuff
wrong. … It was devastating to
realize … that we did not know
how to be married. He asked a
few questions about God’s plan
for marriage and the writings of
St. Paul. Truly that was the first
time we had ever even thought
that God had something to do
with our marriage or should
even be a part of our marriage
and that is pretty sad.

BOOK
Title:
“Marriage
911: How
God Saved
Our
Marriage
(And Can
Save
Yours,
Too!”)
Authors:
Greg and Julie Alexander
Purchase: At
www.TheAlexander House.org
and the Cloister Cove bookstore at St. Thomas More
Church in Centennial.

Register: How long did it take
before your marriage became
focused on Christ?
Greg: It was probably a year
and half after this priest had
charged us to go back and read
and study. I started with St. Paul
in Ephesians. I began to consult
anything I could find in the Bible
referencing marriage and paragraph 1602 of the Catechism (of
the Catholic Church) called
“God’s Plan for Marriage.” It was
talking about a lot of things that
we were experiencing: hatred,
separation, domination, lust, infidelity. I was like, Wow, maybe
the Church does know something
about marriage, because this is
exactly what we are going
through. I also read Blessed John
Paul II’s encyclical on family in
the modern world. It began to lay
the blueprint or the template of
what I need to be to be this good
Christian man, Christian husband, Christian father. This
whole notion of dying to self we
had never heard of. I thought,
I’m supposed to die to myself for
this other person? Are you kidding? She’s supposed to be serving
me. As we both began to die to all
of our desires and we began to
focus on the other person, all of a
sudden things started working.
Julie: I know the day I truly felt
a sense of peace and total trust
in him was the day (Greg) came
into the room and started teaching me about God, our Church
and the faith. That is truly the
day my heart was on fire and I
fell in love with him. … Our marriage had hope, so we took those
steps forward. Now it’s been over
10 years ago that we had that
hope and have worked on our
marriage; I continue to be in
awe of the amazing state of our
marriage. Every day it gets better
than it was yesterday.
Greg: It’s kind of like our relationship with God. We will never
know everything there is to
know about God and every day
there’s a new opportunity to
learn about God and experience
God in a new way. It’s the same
thing in our relationship. Every
day we have that new opportunity to find a deeper level of love.

