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Reaction to Mass changes largely positive
BY JULIE FILBY
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After more than 10 years of
development,
involvement
from 7,000 religious and laypeople, and 18 months of preparing
clergy and parishioners, the new
Roman Missal debuted in
churches across the country
Nov. 27.
While the reaction to the new
language has been largely positive; after 40 years of saying the
same words at Mass, the
changes were bound to cause
some challenges.
“The reaction has been favorable, but frustrating at the same
time, because we’ve become so
familiar with the text that we’ve
prayed for so long,” said Deacon
Charles Parker, director of liturgy for the Denver Archdiocese.
“It’s difficult for all of us, myself
included at times, to remember
all the responses that are new.”
Parishioners—whose degree
of preparedness for the new
translation varied widely—have
turned to missalettes, pew cards
and other worship aids for help.
“I haven’t had to use a
missalette in years,” said Cindy
Millar, a parishioner at St.
Andrew the Apostle in Wray.
“Having to find the place in the
missalette, and trying to remember the new prayers has
been a challenge.”
Deacon Parker doesn’t see the
challenges negatively, but simply that parishioners want to get
it right.
“They want to respond correctly,” he said. “Overall we just
want to get up to speed.”
Millar, who is involved with
the parish’s religious education
program, Altar and Rosary
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FRANCIS VANDERBERG, far right, holds his new Roman Missal response guide during Mass
at Light of the World Church in Littleton Dec. 11. The new Roman Missal went into effect
across the nation Nov. 27.
Society, liturgy committee and
sings in the choir, feels the comfort level will come with the new
words, just as it did with the new
music.
“I really like the new music,”
she said. “And now that we’ve
got the music down, we just
need to figure out the new
words.”
Many parishes implemented
the
music
changes
in
September and October.
Priests in the archdiocese
have shared their experience
with the new translation with
Deacon Parker.

SENIORS

well broken-in and I’m finding
my stride.
“I’ve been privileged to celebrate Mass for almost 25 years
now,” he continued. “And even
though I was certainly more
comfortable with the former
translation, I believe this new
translation genuinely calls us to
greater reverence and attention
in the celebration of the Mass.”
Clergy and laity alike can be
renewed by the fresh language.
“People have been very positive and it’s caused them to listen anew to the Mass,” said

See Reactions, Page 12
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“I’ve heard from priests that
they really have to look at the
prayers before Mass and go
over them,” he said. “They do
have to be prayed with a different cadence and rhythm …
they’re laid out in a different
way than what they’re used
to.”
Father Michael Pavlakovich,
V.F., pastor of Light of the World
Church in Littleton, admitted
to some initial anxiety.
“I think I was pretty stressed
the first weekend to do everything well,” he said. “But after
the fifth Sunday Mass, I was

1542 - 1591 / Feast - Dec. 14
This Spanish mystic, poet and doctor of the
Church, was born near Avila. Hospital work led
him to the priesthood and he was ordained in
1567. Teresa of Avila persuaded him to help in reforming the Carmelite order, but his work led to
a harsh imprisonment by those opposing reform.
In captivity John began writing poetry and continued authoring spiritual verse and treatises after his escape. In
prose he explained how mind and body must be cleansed of earthly
attachments in order to reach the divine.
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Colorado Catholic Conference urges
faithful to battle civil unions legislation

JAMES D. CONLEY

BY NISSA LAPOINT

BISHOP’S COLUMN

The new evangelization
Blessed John Paul II was a thoughtful man. When he spoke,
or wrote, he chose each word carefully. In 1999, he wrote a reflection, called “Ecclesia in America” on the Church in the
Americas. He chose the first word as a message to each of us.
The first point of “Ecclesia in America,” John Paul’s message to
us, is simple: “Rejoice!”
This word was chosen after a series of meetings and visits to
America.
In some ways, it encapsulates the feelings of the late Holy
Father for the American Church. John Paul II saw on our continent a history of Christian identity—of a people who continue
to believe in God, to worship regularly, and to care for the poor
in a spirit of Christian charity.
We should rejoice at the state of Christianity in America. In
our land we worship freely, more than 90 percent of people
share our belief in God, and the Church has an active presence
in the fabric of American culture and society.
We have much to rejoice about. But John Paul II reflected
that we also have much work to do.
American religious identity is a perplexing phenomenon.
The overwhelming majority of Americans believe in God.
Seventy-six percent of Americans profess to be Christians. Yet
far fewer worship regularly in a Church or religious community.
And, when presented with the basic tenets of Christianity, only
a small percentage of Americans profess to believe them.
Around the year 1800, the German philosopher Georg Hegel
said that “Christians waste on heaven the energies destined for
earth.” By this, he meant that Christianity should only focus on
the temporal needs of the world—on social justice, the needs of
the poor or on the acquisition of wealth and power. Too many
American Christians seem to have accepted Hegel’s admonishment—in many American churches today, the language of
Christianity is used to espouse a materialist and consumerist
philosophy.
Too many Christians in America have forgotten about eternity. This is the reason why Protestant theologian J.J. Packer has
observed that Christianity in America is “3,000 miles wide, and
only a half-inch deep.”
The key, said Blessed John Paul II, to a deeper faith among
Americans, is the witness of Christians living as Christ lived,
and proclaiming the kingdom of God. Our responsibility to
our brothers and sisters, to our fellow Americans, is to share
with them the encounter we have had with Jesus Christ. Each
of us who have been touched by Christ—who have accepted
his Word, and who follow after him—should witness to others
what it means to truly encounter, in Jesus Christ, the Living
God. Indeed, Pope Paul VI stated, in 1975, that “it is unthinkable that a person should accept the Word and give himself to
the kingdom without becoming a person who bears witness to
it and proclaims it in his turn.”
Evangelization is not always easy. Some of us feel unequipped or unprepared. Few of us know where to start. Many
of us do not know what the people need to receive the Gospel.
In 2009, Pope Benedict XVI told the bishops of the United
States that “What is needed ... at this time in the history of the
Church in America, is a renewal of that apostolic zeal which inspires her shepherds actively to seek out the lost, to bind up
those who have been wounded, and to bring strength to those
who are languishing.”
The pope has called us to evangelization which finds, which
frees, and which heals— evangelization rooted in love.
Soon we will have an opportunity to evangelize in our parishes in a very simple way. From Dec. 18 to Jan. 9 a group called
Catholics Come Home will run a national television advertising
campaign encouraging Catholics to return to worship at their
parishes. In every city in America those who no longer practice
our faith will be invited to encounter Jesus Christ in the Church.
Some 250 million Americans will be invited to join us at Mass
this Christmas season.
We can be evangelists by also inviting our friends to join us
as we worship God. We can evangelize by welcoming those
who “come home” to our parishes. And we can proclaim
God’s kingdom by sharing with others the reasons why we

See Conley, Page 4

The active gay lifestyle that
once
pervaded
David
DeJiacomo’s life nearly destroyed him. He was saved
from the lifestyle he describes
as fraught with suicide attempts, loneliness, sex addiction and crippling drug
usage—all a reality of gay
communities, he said.
“The Catholic Church
pulled me out of the hell I was
in,” said DeJiacomo, 60, who
attended Courage, a same-sex
attraction apostolate, and
goes to Mass at Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Parish in
Denver. “I’m lucky I’m alive.”
Out of empathy and compassion, DeJiacomo vehemently fights the deception of
same-sex relationships and
state sanctioning of civil
unions, he said.
The Colorado Catholic
Conference, the public policy
organization that serves the
dioceses of Denver, Pueblo
and Colorado Springs, will
once again join the battle
against same-sex civil unions
anticipated to make a comeback next year. The conference has opposed civil unions
legislation before.
Legislators in the Colorado
General Assembly are expected to propose a civil union
bill—similar to Senate Bill 172
opposed by the conference
and voted down in April—in
the 2012 legislative session.
“A civil unions bill will be introduced in 2012, but it doesn’t have to come from me,”
state Rep. Mark Ferrandino,
D-Denver, said in a statement
to the Denver Catholic
Register. “We’re hoping to
have a Republican sponsor in
the House, and I’m happy to
take a background role if that
will help advance this legislation.”
In the last legislative session, Ferrandino, appointed
House minority leader, and
Sen. Pat Steadman of Denver
and Adams counties, both gay
legislators, sponsored Senate
Bill 172.
Same-sex partnership laws
are spreading across the na-

COLORADO
CATHOLIC
CONFERENCE
The state-level, public policy
organization for the Catholic
Church
Online: www.cocatholic
conference.org
Email: ccc@cocatholic
conference.org
Phone: 303-894-8808

tion, and it’s as important as
ever that Catholics be informed, said Jenny Kraska, executive director of the conference.
“I think one of the main reasons that Catholics need to be
aware of this is that it is an attack on traditional marriage,”
Kraska said. “As Catholics, we
believe marriage is between
one man and one woman.”
Civil unions, a legally recognized partnership similar to
marriage, would grant the
same state-level spousal
rights, protections and responsibilities to same-sex
couples. Civil unions are like
marriage under a different
name, Kraska said.
The path to legalized gay
marriage begins with legislation like civil unions, said
Bishop James Conley, apostolic administrator for the
Denver Archdiocese.
“That’s the foot into the
door—the civil unions, and
the next step is to redefine
what marriage is,” Bishop
Conley said, adding that former Denver Archbishop
Charles Chaput has noted that
“Civil unions and gay marriage is a distinction without a
difference.”
Civil unions and subsequent same-sex marriage laws
were passed in Connecticut,
Vermont and New Hampshire.
These
states,
including
Massachusetts, Iowa, New
York and the District of
Columbia, issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples,
according to the National
Conference
of
State
Legislatures.

“Catholics need to be aware
that in any state where the
gay-rights community has
gotten civil unions, they have
not stopped there. They wanted marriage,” Kraska said.
Domestic
partnerships
granting state-level spousal
rights to unmarried couples
has become legal in California
as well as Delaware, Hawaii,
Illinois, New Jersey, Rhode
Island, Oregon, Nevada,
Washington, Hawaii, Maine,
Wisconsin and the District of
Columbia.
“That’s where the momentum is going and we can’t say
for certain whether it will pass
or not pass,” Kraska said about
a bill in Colorado. “That’s why
Catholics have to be vigilant
and be clear on this issue.”
Civil unions sanction homosexual acts and give license
to sexual activity outside of
marriage, explained Bishop
Conley, adding that laws that
govern social institutions have
an educational impact on society.
“We are a society of laws
and when we condone something by law it has a wide
range of moral and spiritual
effects in the community,” he
said.
On the topic of chastity and
homosexuality, the Catechism
of the Catholic Church states:
“Basing itself on sacred
Scripture, which present homosexual acts as acts of grave
depravity, tradition has always
declared that ‘homosexual
acts are intrinsically disordered.’ They are contrary to
the natural law. ...They do not
proceed from a genuine affective and sexual complementarity. Under no circumstances can they be approved.”
Likewise, the catechism
calls heterosexuals to chastity
and adds that those with homosexual tendencies must be
accepted with respect, compassion and sensitivity.
“Our Catholic teaching is so
beautiful in that sense,”
Kraska said. “We love the person. It’s the action that we

See Legislation, Page 6
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Housing repairs aid available for low-to-moderate income homeowners
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Denver’s aging housing stock
has the chance to receive a
facelift through federal funds
provided to assist low- and
moderate-income residents in
need this year.
Denver is hoping to aid more
than 100 homeowners repair
and rehabilitate interior and exterior flaws with $850,000 of
funding awarded to its urban renewal authority in November.
With low- or no-interest
loans, homeowners may pay for
emergency repairs or rehabilitation needs through Denver’s two
programs called the Single
Family Rehabilitation and the
Emergency Home Repair loan
programs.
“The north and west side of
the city’s housing stock is dominated by pre-1950s housing,”
said Chris Topher, housing program manager for Denver’s office of economic development,
which awarded the money to
the city’s urban authority. “So
we have a lot of houses that
need a lot of assistance.”
Not only are houses becoming worn down, but many lowand moderate-income homeowners are not able to access
funds to pay for costly repairs.
With current economic conditions homeowners are in need
now more than ever, said
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Adam Burke assists his father, Keith, with repairs at a home in
the Black Oak section of Gary, Ind., July 14. Denver is hoping to
aid more than 100 homeowners repair and rehabilitate interior
and exterior flaws with $850,000 of funding awarded to its
urban renewal authority in November.
Marianne LeClaire, housing
manager for the Denver Urban
Renewal Authority (DURA).
“The homeowners are in dire
straights right now,” LeClaire
said.
Since 1958, the urban renewal authority has given residents
who live above poverty level
but do not have the ability to
pay for costly repairs the
chance to improve their home,
she said.
In 2011 until the end of
November, the programs have

awarded 20 loans for single
family households that needed
rehabilitation and 86 loans for
homes that needed emergency
repairs, she said.
Homeowners whose income
falls below the Housing and
Urban Development (HUD)
area medium-income earning
level of 50 percent—$27,400 a
year or $39,100 a year for a family of four—may apply for an
emergency home repair loan,
and homeowners who earn
less than 80 percent—$43,800

or $62,550 for a family of four—
may apply for the single-family
rehabilitation loan assistance,
she said. Homeowners who are
not legal residents or rent their
home are not eligible.
“We believe supporting
homeowners at this income
level is important for the longterm viability of the city,”
LeClaire said.
Homeowners who fall between 50 percent and 80 percent of HUD’s earning levels
may qualify for a loan where
payments are made, whereas
those who make below the 50
percent level are eligible for a
deferred loan, or a lien put on
the house that is paid once it’s
sold.
Faulty electrical wiring, furnace break-downs, inadequate
insulation, eroding sidewalks
and leaky roofs are all possible
repairs that can be addressed
through these programs.
Homeowners may receive up
to $24,999 in loans to pay for
these repairs, according to the
city.
“These are more critical issues and it helps people to address those and stay living in a
decent quality environment in
the house,” LeClaire said.
Built into the city’s two programs for homeowners that
apply—many of whom are
senior citizens—is the ability to

Religious freedom a top issue for U.S. bishops
BY JULIE FILBY

According to Philadelphia
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M Cap., educating the
faithful on dangers to religious freedom was the most
pressing issue discussed at
the fall assembly of 300 U.S.
bishops, held Nov. 14-16 in
Baltimore.
“The so-called doctrine of
the separation of church and
state was established to protect the church from the
state,” said Denver’s former
archbishop in an interview
with the National Catholic
Register Nov. 15, “And now it’s
being employed for the opposite purpose.”
Archbishop Chaput was recently selected to serve on the
bishops’ Ad Hoc Committee
on Religious Liberty established in September by
USCCB president, Archbishop
Timothy Dolan.
Archbishop Dolan contends
that the framers of the
Constitution understood the
First Amendment to be based
on norms inherent in natural
law, namely, “that all men are
created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with
certain inalienable Rights,
and that among these are Life,
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Liberty and the Pursuit of
Happiness.”
“This basic right, in its
many and varied applications
for Christians and people of
faith, is now increasingly and
in unprecedented ways under
assault in America,” he wrote
in a Sept. 29 letter to brother
bishops announcing the committee. “This is most particularly so in an increasing number of federal government
programs or policies that
would infringe upon the right
of conscience of people of
faith or otherwise harm the
foundational principle of religious liberty.”
The
Committee
on
Religious Liberty consists of
10 bishops and nine lay and

religious consultants including attorneys and law professors; it is chaired by Bishop
William Lori of Bridgeport,
Conn.
What does this initiative
mean for the flock in
Colorado? Jennifer Kraska, executive director of public policy for the state’s Catholics,
the Denver-based Colorado
Catholic Conference, explained.
“The bishops locally have
decided to focus specific efforts on the area of religious
liberty,” she said, “meaning
they want to teach and help
shape policy in this area.
“(They) will focus special
attention on educating the
faithful on what the threats to
religious freedom are and how
we defend ourselves against
them.”
According to Kraska, the
most prominent threats to religious freedom—which are
relevant to the Church in
Colorado—were outlined by
Archbishop Dolan in his Sept.
29 letter:
• Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) regulations that would mandate
coverage of contraception
and sterilization in private
health insurance plans. New

rules do not protect insurers
or individuals with religious
or moral objections.
• HHS requirement that
USCCB
Migration
and
Refugee Services provide reproductive services including
abortion and contraception to
trafficking victims and unaccompanied minors. The position mirrors that of the
American Civil Liberties
Union in the lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of
MRS’s contracts as a violation
of religious liberty.
• Catholic Relief Services’
concern that U.S. Agency for
International Development is
increasingly requiring condom distribution in HIV-prevention programs. It also requires contraception within
international relief and development programs.
• Justice Department attacks on the Defense of
Marriage Act presenting support for traditional marriage
as bigotry. In July, the department filed briefs attacking
DOMA’s
constitutionality,
claiming supporters could
only have been motivated by
bias and prejudice.
• Justice Department attacks on the ministerial exception: a constitutional doc-

assist with the entire process
from hiring a maintenance or
construction company to
checking the repairs for completeness.
“Unlike a bank, DURA kind
of walks you through the whole
process as an applicant,”
LeClaire said.
Since its inception, these
programs have provided more
than $66 million in rehabilitation assistance to more than
16,000 qualifying homeowners.
“These are critical programs
for creating safer and more livable neighborhoods for Denver
residents,” said Denver Mayor
Michael Hancock in a statement. “They not only help reduce the amount of foreclosures around our city, but they
create an environment of economic stability for some of our
neediest citizens during one of
our most difficult economic
times.”
Although these programs are
only for residents living in the
city and county of Denver,
many area cities and counties
offer
similar
programs,
LeClaire
said,
including
Englewood, Greeley, Aurora,
Lakewood,
Arvada
and
Arapahoe County.
Those interested in applying
for assistance from Denver’s rehabilitation programs may call
303-534-3872.

trine accepted by every court
of appeals in the U.S. that
leaves to churches, not government, the power to make
employment decisions concerning persons working in a
ministerial capacity.
• New York State’s law redefining marriage with only a
narrow religious exemption.
County clerks have faced legal
action for refusing to participate in same-sex unions.
Locally the most prominent
issue at this time is the HHS
mandate.
“It impacts so many of our
institutions,” said Kraska. “It
will affect any entity that offers health insurance to its
employees.”
Bishop Lori addressed the
bishops, on behalf of the committee, at the November
meeting.
“We see these and other
threats no longer from afar
but immediately on the horizon,” he said. “(The committee) has begun its work in
helping us in our dioceses to
defend and promote religious
liberty with and among our
dioceses.”
He emphasized their duty
as pastors to teach.
“We recognize that we have
a critical role to play in leading our people … so that they
will cherish their God-given

See Freedom, Page 5

4 l OPINION

DECEMBER 14, 2011 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

The cardinal Down Under
In the Baltimore of the 1960s, my canny pastor devised a
neat scheme for getting “Father Visitor” (as the confessional
doors read) to fill in during the summer for his vacationing
curates: bring over newly-ordained Australians from their
studies in Rome. There were no language issues (save for
those of, er, accent); by the standards of student priests fresh
from the Urban College of Propaganda Fidei, the young
Aussies were recompensed handsomely and got see something of the United States; it was win-win, all around.
Thus in the summer of 1967 I met Father George Pell of
Ballarat, who, with the oils of ordination still wet on his forehead, spent several months at my parish before embarking
on doctoral studies at Oxford. If anyone had told Pell or me
that, 38 years later, he would be electing the successor to a
pope whose biographer I had become, I think we both would
have thought the prognosticator a little mad.
I recently spent several days with the cardinal archbishop
of Sydney on his home turf, where I was giving a series of lectures in support of Campion College, a new Aussie adventure
in Catholic liberal arts education of which Cardinal Pell has
been a strong supporter. Seeing my old friend up close and
personal, in venues ranging from solemn high Mass in his
beautifully restored cathedral to a wildlife preserve featuring
all the strange and wondrous fauna of Australia (the cardinal,
inspecting a particularly ungainly wombat: “I wonder what
the Creator had in mind here?”) gave me an opportunity to
ponder just how great Cardinal Pell’s accomplishment has
been.
Pell, who is more a Melbournian than a Sydneysider (although he has been metropolitan archbishop of both great
sees), sometimes makes reference to his great Melbourne
predecessor, Daniel Mannix, archbishop of the capital of
Victoria for 46 years and a leading figure in Australian public
life for decades. Well, if Mannix set the 20th-century pattern
for Catholic prelates Down Under, George Pell will be regarded by historians as the man who set the pattern for the 21st
century. In doing so, he saved Catholicism in Australia and
set it on course toward a vibrant future, evangelically and
publicly.
When Pell became archbishop of Melbourne in 1996,
Catholic Lite was the order of the day throughout the country, with the usual results: goofball liturgy (one bishop celebrated Mass made up as a clown); dumbed-down catechesis;
a collapse in religious vocations and seminary applications;
the Church bureaucracy joined at the hip to the hard left in
Australian public life. Reversing this drift toward theological
and moral incoherence and public irrelevance was going to
be very hard work. Then Pell caught a break: when his seminary faculty threatened to resign en masse because he insisted that the seminarians attend daily Mass, Pell called their
bluff, accepted their resignations, filled the seminary with
new faculty—and never looked back.
Religious education was reformed; new and vibrant orders
of religious women were brought into the archdiocese; a John
Paul II Institute on Marriage and the Family was launched;
orthodoxy, no longer optional, became interesting again.
Transferred to Sydney in 2001, Pell set about reinvigorating
his new archdiocese by seeking, and getting, World Youth Day
2008. Its effects are still rippling through the Sydney metropolitan area—visible, for example, in the 300-plus young people I spoke with at a Theology-on-Tap evening in Parramatta
(whose bishop, Anthony Fisher, O.P., is a Pell protégé).
And while doing all this at home, Cardinal Pell has become
a major figure on the international Catholic scene. He helped
create Vox Clara as a check on English-language liturgical
translations. And in recent years he has become a thoughtful
critic of environmental radicalism, in which he detects a new
paganism filling the piety-gap in post-Christian societies.
All of this has not been without cost, as the cardinal is regularly vilified by his opponents. But the former Australian
Rules football star is a battler, who knows the truth of “no
pain, no gain.”
Australia and the entire world Church, owe George Pell a
large debt of gratitude.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Dec. 18: Fourth Sunday of
Advent
Scripture readings:
• 2 Samuel 7:1-16
• Psalm 89:2-5; 27, 29
• Romans 16:25-27
• Luke 1:26-38
Theme: A thousand years before Christ, the tribes of Israel
struggled to settle the Promised
Land. But without a king to unite
and lead them, peace remained
elusive. Under David’s leadership the separate tribes became
a united kingdom, enabling
them to achieve victory. After
decades of war the Lord finally
gave David rest from his enemies. It’s in this context that God
established his covenant with
David, which is the substance of
this week’s first reading. While
David is concerned with building a proper place for the Ark of
the Covenant—a visible sign of
God’s presence—God is concerned with establishing David’s
house forever. God’s promise of
an everlasting kingdom is the
backdrop for this week’s Gospel.
The second reading comes from
the end of Paul’s letter to the
Romans. “The mystery kept secret for long ages” includes the

promise made to David, now
fulfilled in Christ. The Gospel
reading this week is the
Annunciation story. Luke notes
the fact that Joseph was of the
“house of David.” This seemingly minor detail is important. It
doesn’t just indicate a genealogical connection; it shows that
the promise made to David 900
years earlier was still valid. The
focus of this week’s Gospel, of
course, isn’t Joseph but the
Blessed Virgin Mary. Gabriel’s
joyful greeting—“The Lord is
with you”—is no ordinary greeting. At critical moments in salvation history, God (or an angel)
addresses people with these
words as he calls them to a
seemingly impossible mission.
These words are meant to reassure the recipient of God’s abiding presence, guidance and protection.
Key verse: “The Lord God will
give him the throne of David his
father … and of his kingdom
there will be no end” (Lk 1:33).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “From all eternity God
chose for the mother of his son a
daughter of Israel, a young
Jewish woman of Nazareth in
Galilee: The Father of mercies
willed that the Incarnation
should be preceded by assent on
the part of the predestined

mother, so that just as a woman
had a share in the coming of
death, so also should a woman
contribute to the coming of life”
(No. 487-488).
Pope Benedict XVI: “The ‘fiat’
of Mary, the word of her heart,
has changed the history of the
world because it brought the
Savior into the world. As the true
‘Daughter of Zion’ Mary is the
image of the Church, the image
of believing man who can only
come to salvation and to himself
through the gift of love—
through grace” (“Let God’s Light
Shine Forth”).
Application: Mary is the
model disciple and archetype of
the Church. Her dialogue with
Gabriel is echoed in the liturgy
when the priest addresses us
with words reminiscent of the
angelic greeting: “The Lord be
with you!” Contained in these
simple words is a divine calling,
which is heard at crucial moments in the Mass: as we prepare to worship; as we prepare
to hear Christ’s words in the
Gospel; as we prepare to offer
ourselves with Christ to the
Father in the eucharistic sacrifice; as we prepare to receive the
body and blood of our Lord in
holy Communion, and as we
prepare to offer ourselves to the
world at the dismissal.
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readers to recognize that the opinions expressed in letters to the editor are those of
the author and are not necessarily those of
the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation
or libelous statements will not be printed.
Unsigned letters will not be printed. Letters
may be edited. Send letters to: Editor,
Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-715-2045.
E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

Regarding: “A prayer for
Tebow” letter, Nov. 30 Denver
Catholic Register.
Isn’t every pass he throws a
Hail Mary?
Joe Wolf
Wheat Ridge
PHOTO COURTESY THE DENVER BRONCOS

Conley
From Page 2
worship—by sharing our encounter with the Living God.
During this opportunity, provided by Catholics Come
Home, let us commit ourselves
to proclaiming God’s kingdom
in our lives—with our witness

and also with our words.
On Sunday, the third Sunday
of Advent, we lit the pink candle on the Advent wreath. This
is the “Gaudate” candle. The
“Rejoice!” candle. This week is
the Church’s week of rejoicing
in the impending arrival of
Jesus Christ. Let us rejoice together. And let us invite others
to know the great joy with fills

us with a spirit of rejoicing.
Related news: Read about the
papal appointment of local
layman Curtis Martin, cofounder of the Fellowship of
Catholic University Students
campus ministry, to the
Pontifical Council for
Promoting New Evangelization
on Page 6.

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Dec. 14: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Dec. 15: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Annual Corporate High School meetings, JPII Center (1 p.m.)
Dec. 16: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Dec. 17: Mass, Mother of God Parish (4 p.m. and 6 p.m.)
Dec. 18: Mass, Mother of God Parish (7 a.m. and 8:30 a.m.); Father Woody’s Christmas Party, Sheraton Denver
Downtown (10 a.m.); Men’s Discernment Retreat, Christ the King Chapel, JPII Center (1:30 p.m.)
Dec. 19: Mass, Our Lady of the New Advent Oratory, JPII Center (7:30 a.m.); Archdiocesan Finance Council meeting, JPII Center (8:30 a.m.)
Dec. 20: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Committee of Vicars and Directors meeting, JPII Center (9:30 a.m.)

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
The following assignment by Rev. Jose Noriega, D.C.J.M., superior general, Disciples of the Hearts of Jesus and
Mary, Rome, is confirmed by Bishop James D. Conley, S.T.L., apostolic administrator for Denver.
Rev. Leopoldo Vives, D.C.J.M., granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver and appointed parochial
vicar at St. Mary Parish, Littleton, Colo., effective Nov. 21, 2011, until his ministry in the archdiocese is completed.
He will be in residence at St. Mary Parish, Littleton, Colo.
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Advent Wreath Prayer: Week 4
BY THE CATHOLIC SPIRIT

The following prayer is the
final installment in a fourweek Advent Wreath Prayer series.
Here is short do-it-yourself
Advent Wreath Prayer for the
fourth Sunday of Advent, Dec.
18. The weekly prayers take
just a few minutes to deepen
your family’s Advent observance.
Fourth Sunday of Advent
CNS PHOTO/LISA A. JOHNSTON
Step 1—Light all four candles on the Advent wreath
THE ADVENT wreath, with a candle marking each week of the
season, is a traditional symbol of the liturgical period.
Step 2—(optional) Read 2
Step 4—Pray: Help me,
Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Lord in our hearts, as Mary
Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26- did. When we think that we Lord, to follow Mary’s examare in charge and in control, ple of faith and trust. Help me
38
that’s when we need to re- too to say, Yes God, I am yours.
Step 3—Reflect on the member that it is God who Do with me as you want.
readings: This fourth week of has provided everything we Make me your hands on
Advent, the readings from the have and made us everything earth, so that my own heart is
Bible leave us asking if we we are, and that God has a a fitting place for the Christ
Child to rest his head.
have a dwelling place for the plan for our life.

Advent penance celebrations
Many parishes in the
Archdiocese of Denver are offering Advent reconciliation
services for several penitents. Below are services
through Dec. 23. Unless otherwise indicated the service
will be in English, and bilingual will be in English and
Spanish. Call the parish for
more information.
Dec. 15: 10 a.m., Risen
Christ, Denver, 303-758-8826
Dec. 15: 7 p.m., Nativity,
Broomfield, 303-469-5171
Dec. 15: 7 p.m., English,
Spanish and Polish, Our Lady
Mother of the Church,
Commerce City, 303-289-6489
Dec. 15: 7 p.m., Our Lady of
Loreto, Foxfield, 303-766-3800
Dec. 15: 7 p.m. Our Lady of
the Valley, Windsor, 970-6865084
Dec. 15: 9 a.m., Presentation, Denver, 303-534-4882

Freedom
From Page 3

freedoms and work to shape a
society marked by respect for
the transcendent dignity and
freedom of each human
being.”
The bishops will continue to
speak out against threats to
religious liberty and engage
public officials.
“But this we cannot do
alone,” said Bishop Lori.
He called on the lay faithful
to put their gifts “on the line in

Dec. 15: 8:35 a.m. and 6
p.m., bilingual, St. Augustine,
Brighton, 303-659-1410
Dec. 15: 6:30 p.m., St.
Thomas More, Centennial,
303-770-1155
Dec. 16: noon-5 p.m., Holy
Ghost, Denver, 303-292-1556
Dec. 16: 8:35 a.m. and 6
p.m., bilingual, St. Augustine,
Brighton, 303-659-1410
Dec. 17: 3 p.m., Mount
Carmel, Denver, 303-455-0447
Dec. 17: 3 p.m., Loyola,
Denver, 303-322-8042
Dec. 18: 8 a.m.-6 p.m., Holy
Ghost, Denver, 303-292-1556

Dec. 19: 6 p.m., St. Joseph,
Golden, 303-279-4464
Dec. 20: 6 p.m., bilingual,
Our Lady of Peace, Greeley,
970-353-1747
Dec. 20: 7 p.m., bilingual, St.
Catherine of Siena, Denver,
303-455-9090
Dec. 20: 6:30 p.m., bilingual,
St. Joseph, Denver, 303-5344408
Dec. 21: 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m.,
English and Vietnamese,
Lourdes, Denver, 303-722-6861
Dec. 21: 7 p.m., Presentation,
Denver, 303-534-4882
Dec. 21: 6 p.m., English and
Polish, St. Joseph Polish,
Denver, 303-296-3217
Dec. 21: 7 p.m., St. Peter,
Greeley, 970-352-1060

Dec. 19: 10 a.m.-8 p.m.,
English and Vietnamese,
Lourdes, Denver, 303-7226861
Dec. 19: 7 p.m., bilingual,
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Boulder,
303-442-6158

Dec. 22: 7 p.m., St. Anne,
Arvada, 303-420-1280
Dec. 22: 7 p.m., St. Jude,
Lakewood, 303-988-6435

defense of religious liberty”
whether experts or “Catholics
who simply want to raise their
families and hand on their
Catholic faith in a land that is
free” and just.
“Together, we will do our
best to awaken in ourselves, in
our fellow Catholics, and in
the culture at large a new appreciation for religious liberty
and a renewed determination
to defend it.”
Kraska
echoed
that
Colorado Catholics can help
defend and promote religious
liberty in their dioceses

through education.
“People need to read and
learn about these issues,” she
said. “The USCCB website
(www.usccb.org) is a great resource. When issues arise,
elected officials need to be engaged and contacted.
“Get involved in the public
square,” she stressed.
To stay informed and get involved, Kraska encouraged
Catholics to sign up for CCC’s
legislative network or visit
their Facebook page. For more
information, visit www.cocatholiconference.org.

Dec. 23: noon-5 p.m., Holy
Ghost, Denver, 303-292-1556
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Cuban bishops announce Marian jubilee year, confirm papal visit
HAVANA
(CNS)—The
Cuban bishops announced
that 2012 would be a Marian
jubilee year and that Pope
Benedict XVI would come to
Cuba as a “pilgrim of La

Caridad,” the popular name
for the Virgin of Charity of El
Cobre, the country’s patroness.
In a Dec. 8 pastoral letter,
they declared a jubilee year

CNS PHOTO/REUTERS

THE STATUE of Our Lady of Charity of El Cobre, patroness of
Cuba, is seen during a procession in Madruga, Cuba, Sept. 4.
Next year marks the 400th anniversary of the recovery of
the statue by fishermen in the Bay of Nipe.
from Jan. 7, 2012, through Jan.
6, 2013, and said Cubans need
the joy of faith, the strength of
Christian love, and the light of
hope that can come from “a
reunion with our Christian
roots” and with the “enthusiastic reception of the teachings of Jesus Christ.”
The bishops did not announce dates of the papal visit

but said it would be part of
national observances of the
400th anniversary of the discovery of Virgin of Charity of
El Cobre, the small statue of
Mary found floating in the Bay
of Nipe, which came to be the
country’s most revered icon.
The Vatican earlier confirmed that a papal trip to
Mexico and Cuba for spring

2012 was in the final planning
stages.
Since August 2010, a replica
of the statue of the Virgin of
Charity has been traveling
around the country for a series of processions, prayer
services and Masses. Record
crowds have turned out for
the religious events in every
part of Cuba, exceeding the
expectations of organizers,
and meeting with no apparent
resistance from the country’s
communist government.
The tour of the replica,
known as La Mambisa, has led
to a new springtime of faith in
the hearts of the Cuban people, the bishops said. They encouraged “all who can” to
make a pilgrimage during the
jubilee year to the shrine of El
Cobre in the Archdiocese of
Santiago de Cuba.
Pope John Paul II visited
Cuba in January 1998, the first
trip of a pope to the nation.
The visit was considered significant for the opening it signified in the strained relationship of the Church and the
communist
government,
which has at times been brutal in its treatment of religious
practice.

Pope names two U.S. Catholic
evangelists to advise Vatican council
VATICAN CITY (CNS)—
Pope Benedict XVI named two
Catholic evangelists from the
United States to help advise
the Pontifical Council for
Promoting
New
Evangelization. Curtis Martin,
founder and president of the
Fellowship
of
Catholic
University Students, and
Ralph Martin, director of

graduate theology programs
in evangelization at Sacred
Heart Major Seminary in the
Archdiocese of Detroit, were
among 15 people appointed
as consultors to the newly created council. The Vatican released the names of the papal
appointees Dec. 7. Curtis
Martin, who holds a master’s
degree in theology, is a fellow
at the Augustine Institute in
Denver, a Catholic graduate
school dedicated to new evan-

gelization. Ralph Martin is an
assistant professor of theology
at the Detroit seminary, was
the founding editor of New
Covenant Magazine and
founding director of the
International
Catholic
Charismatic Renewal Office in
Rome. Of the 15 experts chosen, nine are clergy and six are
lay Catholics, including one
woman—Maria Voce, who is
president of the Focolare
movement.

Legislation

While hearings for Senate
Bill 172 were conducted in
March, Catholic faithful and
Bishop Conley gathered for a
prayer vigil outside the state
Capitol. The Senate initially
passed the bill that later failed
in the State House Judiciary
Committee by a 6-5 party-line
vote.
During this next session
that begins Jan. 11, DeJiacomo
will do everything he can to
spread the truth about homosexual lifestyles and prevent
civil unions from becoming
legalized.
“I will testify again,”
DeJiacomo said. “I would walk
across hot coals to get even
one man or one woman out of
that lifestyle because it destroys you.”

From Page 2
don’t love.”
Over the years, the debate
over same-sex partnerships
has waged in Colorado.
Colorado voters approved
Amendment 43 in 2006 that
defines marriage between a
man and a woman. That same
year Referendum I, which
would have established domestic partnerships, was defeated by a 53 percent vote. In
April 2009, former Gov. Bill
Ritter signed into law “designated beneficiary” legislation
that gave rights like hospital
visitation, medical decision
making and inheritance to
same-sex couples.
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Youths, retired sisters make dog
biscuits to benefit homeless
BY JAYE ALDERSON

OSHKOSH, Wis. (CNS)—
Service has no age limits.
When retired members of
the Sisters of the Sorrowful
Mother at their retirement
residence in Oshkosh gathered for their regular session
of making dog biscuits, they
were joined by members of St.
Raphael Parish’s youth ministry.
Their interest in this fun
and unusual project was mutual, as was their interest in
each other.
“How old are you?” “Where
do you come from?” “What
are your hobbies?” The same
questions flew back and forth
between the sisters and the
youngsters.
The sisters have been making the dog treats as a fundraising effort for about two
years, said Irene Hans, activities
coordinator
for
Franciscan Courts, the retirement home of the Sorrowful
Mother sisters.
“We thought that would be
a good fundraising activity for
them. It just seemed to fit in
with the Franciscans and
being good to the animals and
all God’s creatures,” Hans told
The Compass, newspaper of
the Diocese of Green Bay,
about the Nov. 22 event that
brought young and old together.
She said the treats are sold
at craft and bake sales at St.
Raphael Church and at the
front desk at Franciscan
Courts. The sisters at Villa
Loretta in nearby Mount
Calvary often put in big orders, as well.
“Proceeds go to purchasing
gift bags for the folks at the
homeless shelter at Father
Carr’s Place 2B,” Hans said.
The children had a grand
time helping to mix the
healthy recipe of whole wheat
flour, peanut butter and skim
milk. They helped to stir the
ingredients, knead the mix by
hand, roll out the dough and
cut the treats out with cookie
cutters. The treats are irresistible to dogs who love the
smell of peanut butter, Hans
said.
Nemo, the resident dog at
Franciscan Courts, loves
them.
Hans said the project is always a lot of fun because the
sisters have time to visit with
each other and talk about how
precious the dogs who will eat
the biscuits are.
“It’s kind of like a prayer
shawl,” Hans said. “While
we’re making them, we say
some prayers for the dogs and
the owners, for their safety

CNS PHOTO/JEANNETTE MERTEN, THE COMPASS

SISTER Theodora Regnit and Lauren Neveau share stories
and laughs Nov. 22 while mixing the batter for dog biscuits at
Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother retirement home in Oshkosh,
Wis.
and that they’ll take good care
of the dogs. So they’re kind of
like prayer biscuits.”
Two-ounce bags of treats
are sold for $1.50 each; the
session with the youngsters
resulted in 55 bags.
Sister Laetare Nieberle, 81,
is one of the sisters who regularly joins in with the biscuitmaking. She is originally from
Germany, spent 53 years in
New Jersey and five years in
Broken Arrow, Okla. Most of
her career was spent in food
service, so she finds this project fun and interesting.
“I enjoyed very much working with the girls and boys,”
she said. “Everybody is there
together, and we made something for the dogs. It was fun,
and the children asked me so
many questions.”
Steve Weigand, middleschool coordinator for religious education and youth

ministry at St. Raphael, said:
“Youth ministry does something different every month.
In October, the first (outing) of
the season, they worked at St.
Vincent de Paul, cleaning
shelves and putting together
artificial Christmas trees.
“The kids wanted to do
something more interactive
this month, and we thought
this would be a good way for
kids to interact with the sisters. They were very interested, very excited, very enthused about learning (how to
make dog biscuits) from the
sisters and interacting with
them personally.”
Weigand said the students
understand that by helping
other people, “that strengthens
their own self-esteem and gets
them away from TV and media.
As we enter this season of giving, it helps them begin to
think of the needs of others.”
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From home care to transportation, senior services abound in archdiocese
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Are you a senior citizen
looking for some help? Look
below and take your pick.
Denver area faith-based
and government organizations offer a variety of services
for the elderly and homebound.

Catholic Charities

Catholic Charities in Denver
provides four programs to
choose from with the goal of
assisting seniors lead independent yet active social lives.
First on this list are case
management clinics, held

every Thursday from 8:30 a.m.
through 4 p.m. by appointment at 4045 Pecos St. in
Denver for those who need
immediate, short-term assistance. This may include help
with completing insurance
forms, managing finances and
medical consultations, benefits check-ups and personal
assessments.
In addition, case management for the low-income is offered to help seniors. Social
case workers will work oneon-one with families and
health care providers to identify issues and discover solutions. These bilingual workers

may assist with home-healthcare coordination, transportation to medical appointments, Medicare or Medicaid
assistance and home safety,
according
to
Catholic
Charities.
Catholic Charities also provides lunch, recreation and
exercise activities, educational opportunities and social
events for seniors—generally
for those 50 years old and up
at the Mulroy Senior Center,
3550 W. 13th Ave. in Denver.
For more information about
these clinics and services,
contact Kerry Blacker at 303742-0828.

Colorado Parks and
Recreation
Looking for more?
Colorado is also home to an
estimated 240 senior centers,
60 of which are in the Denver
metro area, that provide a
place for socialization, exercise and other supportive programs.
Information about these
centers may be accessed
through the Colorado Parks
and Recreation Association at
303-231-0943.
When seniors are living
alone and do not see family or
friends frequently, these centers give them the chance to
be engaged in their communi-

ty and physically active, which
is a major factor in overall
wellbeing and health, according to experts.
Such services include classes
on nutrition or entertaining activities like dancing. Day trips
are also organized for visits to
the local theater, museum or library or outings to a hiking
hotspot, said Katie Beasley,
senior services supervisor at
the Louisville Senior Center.
Health is top on the list of
available services including
those that check for high
blood pressure, cholesterol
and glucose levels. Some centers may even hold specific
clinics on topics like foot care,
Beasley said.
These centers are not limited to community events, but
also offer access to professional advisers who may assist
with finances, income taxes or
referrals to outside services.
Medical equipment rentals
are also available in many
centers, Beasley said.

Home care
Looking for assistance at
home?
Some seniors or disabled
may be homebound. In these
situations, the Dominican
Sisters Home Health Agency
may provide assistance.
At no cost, the agency sends

nurses and nurse-aids to help
with around-the-house needs
like health check-ups, physical therapy and hygiene
needs as well as referral services and a medical equipment
loan program.
For more information about
the agency, visit www.domini
cansisters.org or call 303-3221413.

Transportation

Perhaps for some seniors,
it’s only a matter of transportation that is between
them and these services.
The Regional Transportation District offers a solution
for those who live within
three-quarters of a mile near
a bus route.
Access-a-Ride offers curbside and door-to-door service
with driver assistance for
those with disabilities who
need to make regular trips to a
location.
These rides are available
after an assessment is made
and a senior is found eligible
for a trip within a metro-area
county.
For more information on
this service, visit www.rtd-den
ver.com or call 303-299-2960.
These services all offer seniors an opportunity to preserve and enhance their dignity and quality of life.

Longtime Mount Carmel pastor, Servite
Father Joseph Carbone, dies at 84

Father Joseph Anthony parish Our Lady of Mount
Carbone, O.S.M., a priest of Carmel for 24 years and at
the Order of Friar Servants of Assumption Parish in Welby
Mary, died after a lengthy ill- for eight years.
ness Dec. 7 at Mullen Home.
His other assignments inHe was 84 and a priest for 52 clude Assumption Parish and
years.
St. Dominic Parish, both in
Born in Denver on Oct. 24, Chicago; Our Lady of Belen
l926, to Vincent and Louise Parish in Belen, N.M.; and the
(Liccardo) Carbone,
Sanctuary of Our
he was baptized at
Sorrowful
Mother
Our Lady of Mount
(The
Grotto)
in
Carmel Church in
Portland, Ore.
north Denver.
Father Carbone reHe entered the
tired in 2000 and
Servites on Oct. 8,
resided at Our Lady of
1954, at Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Priory
FATHER
Riverside Priory in
in Denver until June
JOSEPH
Riverside, Calif., and
2010, when he beCARBONE
made his first profescame a resident of
sion of vows on Oct. 11, 1955. Mullen Home, operated by the
He completed his philosophy Little Sisters of the Poor.
studies at Regis College in
Father Carbone was precedDenver and theology studies ed in death by his parents. He
at the Servite Seminary in is the brother of the late Roxie
Saluzzo, Italy, professing his (Anna);
Helen;
Dominic
solemn vows on Oct. 25, 1958. (Rose); George (Ethel); Viola
He was ordained a priest on and Daniel (Genevieve).
March 30, 1959, at St.
Visitation and rosary were
Marcellus Church, Rome, Italy. held Dec. 11 and a funeral
Affectionately called “Father Mass was celebrated Dec. 12,
Joe,” he spent the majority of all at Our Lady of Mount
his life as a priest in the Carmel Church. Interment
Denver Archdiocese, minister- was in the Servite section of
ing as either associate pastor Mount Olivet Cemetery in
or pastor at his boyhood Wheat Ridge.
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Nun, 80, could have been pro ballplayer
but ‘caught’ religious vocation

BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

PITTSBURGH (CNS)—She was the
youngest of eight children growing up in
McKeesport. Her brother Bill, closest to
her in age, invited her to play baseball
with the neighborhood kids in a nearby
field—and she was hooked.
Ironic how her last name—
Diamond—would be associated with
the baseball “diamond” for most of her
formative years.
Now 80, Mercy Sister Mary Bride
Diamond recounted her years as a
ballplayer—one good enough to go professional.
During an interview in the convent
parlor, she explained that her ball-playing skills developed on sandlot fields.
When an eight-team girls’ fast-pitch
softball league started in McKeesport,
she was natural at catcher. A coach selected young Mary Bride and other star
players from those teams to form one to
play girls’ softball squads in the
Pittsburgh area. In high school, she was
chosen for a traveling team to play
across Pennsylvania.
“I could play outfield, infield—everything but pitch,” she said proudly. She
recalled a game in which a “big-game”
batter from an opposing team hit a potentially game-winning line drive to her
when she played shortstop. She made a
diving catch.
Her career batting average was
around .290, she said, but sometimes
her average was over .300. And she hit a
“lot of” home runs, one of which won
the game.
“I had a lot of key hits,” she recalled.
As a catcher, she stood her ground when
runners tried to cross the plate as fielders threw her the ball.
“They never got past me. I blocked
the plate well,” she said.
She played through injuries—being
occasionally spiked in the legs, hit with
a ball in the facemask several times as
she squatted behind the plate, and once
hit by a bat.
During World War II, Philip Wrigley,
owner of Major League Baseball’s
Chicago Cubs, formed the All-American
Girls Professional Baseball League. With
many men fighting overseas, Wrigley
thought an all girls’ baseball league
would be an attraction. In the late 1940s,
league teams, the Chicago Colleens and
Springfield Sallies, visited New Castle,
Pa., for area tryouts.

SISTER Mary
Bride Diamond
is pictured in
this combination photo as a
young woman
striking a
bunting pose
and as an 80year-old Mercy
sister.

CNS PHOTO/SISTERS OF MERCY OF THE AMERICAS

One of Mary Bride’s coaches suggested
she should demonstrate her skills. Out of
125 girls who showed their skills on the
field that day, only three were chosen to
go professional. Mary Bride was one.
“I was excited to say the least,” she said.
She explained that the teams would travel to major U.S. cities, stay in the best hotels, be chaperoned and, of course, play
ball. Still a senior in high school, she had
to ask her oldest brother, Jack, for permission to play professional baseball as her
parents were deceased.
Jack’s answer: no. She had to graduate.
“Of course, I was disappointed,” Sister
Mary Bride recalled. After graduation,
she worked at G.C. Murphy’s home office in the silk-screening department.
But Mercy Sister Kathleen Heavill, who
taught her at St. Peter High School,
would help change her life.
“She thought I had good character,
could stand on my own two feet and
make good decisions,” said Sister Mary
Bride. Sister Kathleen told her that she
likely had a religious vocation.
“I didn’t think so,” Sister Mary Bride
said, but Sister Kathleen kept in touch
and one day called to say she had made
an appointment for her to see the
Sisters of Mercy mother superior in
Pittsburgh.
That meeting led Mary Bride to enter
the community—on Feb. 22, 1953.
“It was the best thing I ever did in my
life. I am as happy as I can be,” she said.
She has been a teacher and program
director at Mercy Hall, the Sisters of
Mercy infirmary. She credited sports with
helping her develop discipline, sportsmanship and getting along with others.
Even as a Mercy sister, her interest in
sports never waned. Over the years she
sat in the stands, cheering on the
Steelers and Pirates.
She never got to toss a first pitch from
the mound at the start of a Pirates’ home
game, a secret wish she has harbored.
Sister Mary Bride now uses a walker to
get around and no longer attends games
in person. But she still watches, in between prayer, working in the convent
mailroom, making sandwiches for the
homeless and visiting sisters in Mercy
Hall to help them laugh a little.
As much as she loved to play ball, she
never regretted becoming a sister.
“When God calls you, he calls you no
matter what; that’s it,” she said. “I have
had an interesting life, thanks be to
God.”
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Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045;
Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.
For more events, visit www.archden.org/events.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Christmas Cantata: called “Child
of Peace” at Nativity of Our Lord
Church, 900 W. Midway Blvd.,
Broomfield. The adult and childrens’ choirs will tell the story of
Jesus’s coming. No cost to attend.
Dec. 16: 7:30 p.m.
Father Woody Wrap Party: at the
Sheraton Denver Downtown Hotel,
1550 Court Place, held by Regis
University. Volunteers needed to
wrap gifts for the homeless. Call
303-458-1843.
Dec. 17: 9 a.m.
Christmas Toy Drive: for children
in need at Centro San Juan Diego,
2830 Lawrence St., Denver. New
and unwrapped gifts requested for
children between 3 and 12 years
old. Call 303-295-9470 or email
jennie.marquez@archden.org.
Dec. 17: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Catholic Speed Dating Christmas
Party: for all ages at Panino’s,
1721 S. 8th St., Colorado Springs.

Cost is $30 after Dec. 14. RSVP to
datecatholic@aol.com or 720-3095321.
Dec. 17: 2 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Our Lady of Fatima Venture Crew:
membership and planning meeting
to discuss activities for children
ages 14-20. Meet at Regis
University, 3333 Regis Blvd.,
Denver. Call 303-986-0154 for information.
Dec. 18: noon - 2p.m.
Alumni Event: for Most Precious
Blood graduates at the school’s
gym, 3959 E. Iliff Ave., Denver.
Alumni and friends invited to play
in free basketball tournament.
Visit www.mpbdenver.org or email
bpcallahan@eidebailly.com.
Dec. 31: 8:30 a.m.
Dinner Dance: with the Knights of
Columbus at 6690 E. 72nd Ave.,
Commerce City. Food, music by
Los Latineerz and a toast at midnight. Cost is $15 per person in
advance or $25 a couple. Call 303507-0690 for information.
Dec. 31: 5 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.

St. Pius X Grade School Reunion:
is being planned for next summer.
Contact stpiusxgradeschoolre
union@hotmail.com with any contact information of former classmates or visit www.stpiusxgrade
schoolreunion.com. Cost is $25.
July 14, 2012

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Men’s Advent Retreat: at St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver. This
free retreat is open to men discerning a call to the priesthood.
For information and to register
visit www.priest4christ.com.
Dec. 18: 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Advent Retreat: at Notre Dame
Parish, 2190 S. Sheridan Blvd.,
Denver. Kathy McGovern, a biblical
scholar and retreat leader, will
present. No cost to attend.
Dec. 19: 7 p.m.
Lector Training Workshop: at
Bonfils Hall, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver. Discussion of the history,
spirituality and fundamentals of
being a lector. $5 per person.
Contact liturgy.office@archden.org
or 303-715-3221 to RSVP.
Jan. 9, 16, 23 and 30, 2012:
6:30 p.m. - 8:30p.m.
Catholic Singles: to meet for the
National Catholic Singles

Conference at the Westin
Westminster, 10600 Westminster
Blvd. Speakers include Mary Beth
Bonacci. Bishop James Conley will
offer Mass. Walk-ins welcome.
Visit www.nationalcatholicsin
gles.com for information.
Jan. 27 - 29, 2012
Camp and Tour: with the National
Catholic Youth Choir for students
entering the 10th, 11th and 12th
grades. Cost is $900 excluding
airfare for the 15-day camp and
tour at St. John's University in
Collegeville, Minn. Applications
accepted through the first week
of March. Call 320-363-3154 or
visit www.catholicyouthchoir.org.
June 12 - 27, 2012

PILGRIMAGES/TOURS
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land: with
Msgr. Thomas Fryar and Father
Frank Maroney from St. Francis of
Assisi Parish. $2,699 per person.
Call 303-715-3263.
Jan. 30 - Feb. 10, 2012
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land: with
Father Tomas Fraile, C.R., from St.
Cajetan Church. Call 303-480-1082
for information.
April 16 - 27, 2012
European Tour: with Holy Cross
Church. Nine-day tour will include
visits to England, Germany,

Switzerland, Holland and France.
Cost is $1,542. For information,
call 303-457-1997.
May 31 - June 9, 2012
Pilgrimage to Ireland: led by
Auxiliary Bishop James Conley. A
Register sponsored trip to the
50th International Eucharistic
Congress in Dublin. Call 303-7153207 or email tess.stone@arch
den.org.
June 9 - 18, 2012
Pilgrimage to Lourdes and the
Tomb of St. Thomas Aquinas: with
Brother Anthony Ariniello at St.
Catherine of Siena Parish. Five
men from the Community of the
Beatitudes will be ordained. Cost
is $1,150 excluding airfare. For information email anthony.beati
tudes@gmail.com.
June 21 - 30, 2012
Pilgrimage to Shrines of Poland
and Eastern Europe: led by Father
Marcus Mallick of Sacred Heart of
Mary Church, Boulder. Eleven-day
tour will cost $3,890. Call 303494-7572 or email laura@sacred
heartofmary.com for information.
July 9 - 20, 2012
Tour Hawaii: on a 15-day trip with
the Knights of Columbus. Cost is
$2,966. Call 303-794-5459 for information.
Sept. 24 - Oct. 8, 2012
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Gifts with a conscience
BY JULIE FILBY

From beer to Bibles, chocolate to chant
music, as Christmas draws near consider
giving gifts that give back to others. The
following organizations sell items that
support people-in-need, as well as religious communities, with proceeds from
their sales. Look for their products at religious book stores, parish gift shops and
online.

EarthLinks
EarthLinks is a local nonprofit that provides a work program for people who are
homeless and low-income to learn skills
and create earth-friendly products. It was

founded in 1996 by Sister of Loretto
Catherine Mueller and Dominican Sister
of Hope Bette Ann Jaster, who is still on
the board of directors. Products for sale
that support their community include
beeswax soap, bird houses, bookmarks,
note cards and votive holders. Items are
made from recycled materials when
available.
Shop: 2828 Larimer St. in Denver; 9
a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday
Phone: 303-389-0085
Online: www.earthlinks-colorado.org
Upcoming sale: Dec. 17-18, Living
Gift Market at St. John’s Episcopal
Cathedral, 1350 Washington St. in

A WOMAN
works on a
floral bookmark at an
EarthLinks
workshop, a
program for
people who
are homeless
and low-income.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Mystic Monk Coffee is a small batch
coffee roaster operated by Carmelite
monks living in a solitary monastery in
the Rocky Mountains near Cody, Wyo.
They roast and blend coffee—and produce other gift items such as teas, mugs
and chocolates—to support the
monastery. Many consider their website
the ultimate source for gourmet coffee.
Online: www.MysticMonkCoffee.com
Phone: 877-751-6377

printed catalog and website. SERRV is a
founding member of the World Fair Trade
Organization and the Fair Trade
Federation. Items for sale include home
and kitchen décor, baskets, jewelry,
scarves, chocolates and gourmet coffee.
SERRV has grown to a $9.5 million fair
trade network connecting thousands of
artisans in developing countries with
customers in the U.S. They partner with a
number of agencies including Catholic
Relief Services.
Online: www.serrv.org
Phone: 1-800-422-5915

Seignadou (Sign of God) Soap

Catholic Relief Services

Denver. Call 303-831-7115 for hours.

Mystic Monk Coffee

The Dominican Nuns of Summit, N.J.,
are a cloistered community residing at
Monastery of Our Lady of the Rosary. The
nuns handcraft a line of soaps in a variety
of fragrances, from light florals to deep
musks, containing glycerin, shea butter
and goat’s milk.
Online: www.nunsopsummit.org/shop
Phone: 908-273-1228

Monastery Greetings
Monastery Greetings was founded to
support religious communities in the
United States and Canada that sell products to the public but often don’t have the
resources to reach a wide audience. They
provide a printed catalog and website offering more than 1,500 products exclusively from monasteries, convents,
abbeys and hermitages; including
award-winning Trappist Preserves and
flower note cards from St. Benedict
Monastery in Snowmass.
Online: www.monasterygreetings.com
Phone: 800-472-0425

SERRV
SERRV’s mission is to eradicate poverty
by marketing the sale of crafts and foods
of low-income artisans and farmers
worldwide through sources including a

Reactions
From Page 1
Deacon Parker. “It’s caused all of us—
priests, deacons, laity, cantors—to really
think about what we’re praying, and think
about responding in a way that may be
even more fitting to God because it’s not
rote; it not out of habit or automatic
pilot.”
Although auto-pilot is bound to kick in
for a while, from time to time.
“When half of us say ‘And also with you’
instead of ‘And with your spirit’—Father
(Jonathan Dellinger) says: ‘Let’s try that
again,’” explained Millar, with a laugh.
“Some of the words and phrases will take
a little longer.
“What’s the word … consubstantial?”
she said. “With some … it will be a matter
of making the prayers flow nicely.”
Deacon Parker is optimistic the faithful

Catholic Relief Services is the official
international humanitarian agency of the
Catholic Church. It provides assistance to
people-in-need around the globe regardless of race, religion or nationality.
Through their online gift catalog one can
buy a share in a selected project, such as
helping young people work for peace in
the Holy Land or improving the water
supply in Ethiopia.
Online: www.crs.org
Phone: 1-800-736-3467

Trading for Treasures

This mission of Trading for Treasures is
to empower women of Rwanda—many
widowed by the genocide of 1994—with
skills that will enable them to lift themselves and their families out of poverty.
The organization returns 100 percent of
profits earned from Rwandan handicrafts, including baskets, textiles and jewelry, to projects benefiting the people of
Rwanda.
Online: www.trading4treasures.com
Phone: 720-255-1848
Available at: Compleat Gourmet &
Gifts
Location: 7592 S. University Blvd. in
Centennial; 303-290-9222

will be comfortable with the new language soon.
“I think by the first of next year,” he
said. “I really think give Sunday parishioners eight to 10 weeks.”
Millar echoed the sentiment.
“It’s just going to take some time,” she
said. “Before you know it, we’ll be right
back (to the same comfort level) where
we were three weeks ago.”
Father Pavlakovich, who conducted
many workshops throughout the archdiocese to help prepare Catholics in
northern Colorado for the changes, has
received positive feedback from several in
his parish.
“I’ve had many parishioners comment
about the beauty of the translation,” he
said. “One gentleman told me he has
lived through the Latin, the English translation and now this translation … (he
said) this was the most beautiful he has
ever heard.”

