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Saintly Denverite Julia Greeley featured in manuscript
BY NISSA LAPOINT

JULIA GREELEY
GUILD
ESTABLISHED

November is Black Catholic
History Month.

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR
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day celebrations
PAGE 8
VETERANS DAY

Airport USO
serves veterans
and their families
traveling through
Denver
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While
deftly
flipping
through the 120-page manuscript he authored, Father
Blaine Burkey, O.F.M. Cap.,
pointed to the 20th-century
photos and explained the
virtues and life stories of the
widely-considered
saintly
woman Julia Greeley.
By all appearances she was
an ordinary woman who did
extraordinary things during
her life as an ex-slave and
Catholic convert who roamed
the streets of Denver.
“She earned her living by
scrubbing floors,” Father
Burkey, 75, said about Greeley,
an African American. “She
turned around what little she
had left over to help people.”
What she couldn’t pay for,
the Capuchin priest added,
she “went around and begged
for help for other people.”
Since April, Father Burkey
has dug through library
archives, state records, historical society files and Denver
Archdiocese records to compile information about this
woman called “the colored
angel of charity.”
His keen interest in her life
is shared with a group of other
Greeley
advocates
who
formed a Julia Greeley Guild
in August.
“We decided the guild
would be a good way to inform the public about Julia
Greeley,” said Mary Leisring,
president of the guild and director of the Office of Black

A Julia Greeley Guild was
formed in August to spread
knowledge about the virtuous
life of Julia Greeley, a 20thcentury African American and
ex-slave known for helping
the destitute. The guild wants
to start the process for
Greeley’s canonization and
find funding to publish a book
about her life. It’s headed by
Mary Leisring, president and
also the director of the Office
of Black Catholic Ministry,
and Kevin Knight, the secretary-treasurer.
The group will meet on the
third Thursday of every
month. The next meeting is
Nov. 17. For more information,
call Leisring at 303-715-3165
or send an email to
Mary.Leisring@archden.org.

THE ONLY known photograph of Julia Greeley shows her holding 7-month-old Marjorie Ann Urquhart at McDonough Park
across the street from St. Catherine of Siena Church, located at
42nd Avenue and Federal Boulevard. The founding pastor of St.
Catherine’s, Father William W. Ryan, took the photo in April 1916.
Catholic Ministry. “It was our
way of informing the public
that a person of her character
walked
the
streets
of
Colorado.”
Other initiatives named
after Greeley include a college

SENIORS

scholarship given by the
ladies auxiliary of the Knights
of Peter Claver, Leisring said,
and an award presented by
the Catholic organization
Endow (Educating on the
Nature and Dignity of

Women), which is given to
someone who exemplifies
true feminism.
Behind the guild and Father
Burkey’s manuscript—which
is in need of funding to be
published—is the hope that
this woman will one day be officially recognized by the
Church.
“Hopefully, we’ll have some
influence on persuading the
future bishop to open a cause
for sainthood,” Father Burkey
said. “At that point, we’ll leave
it in God’s hands.”
Father Burkey, who resides
at St. Francis of Assisi Friary in
Denver, believes something

See Greeley, Page 5

THE SAINTS: ST. BENEN

Local hospitals offer
special services for
seniors; one opens a
senior ER
PAGE 12
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PATIENT Mary Menin gets care at Exempla Lutheran
Hospital’s new emergency room for seniors.

Fifth century / Feast - Nov. 9
Legends suggest this son of an Irish chieftain in
Meath may have attended St. Patrick’s first Easter
Mass in Ireland about 433. There are several stories
about his first meeting with Patrick: In one, he was
so taken with Patrick’s words that he scattered flowers over the future saint while he slept; in others, he
asked to travel with Patrick and it was Patrick who
chose the baptismal name Benen, from the Latin benignus, meaning
“kind.” Benen became a close disciple of Patrick and as one of his successors was the first to evangelize Clare and Kerry in the west of Ireland.
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A prayer for our new archbishop

BISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

BY JULIE FILBY

JAMES D. CONLEY

Catholics
in
northern
Colorado have the opportunity
to participate in the selection of
Denver’s new archbishop. Last
month, the Office of Liturgy for
the Denver Archdiocese announced they have developed a
prayer card titled “Prayer For
Our New Archbishop.”
“It’s important that all the
faithful realize that holy Mother
Church will send a bishop to
meet the needs of this diocese
through the guidance of the
Holy Spirit,” said Deacon
Charles Parker, director of liturgy. “And we have a great opportunity to participate in that by
praying.”
On July 19, Pope Benedict XVI
named
former
Denver
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., the archbishop of
Philadelphia. He was installed in
Philadelphia Sept. 8. It is expected to be at least eight to 12
months before a new archbishop is named.
“There is discernment at the
level of the apostolic nunciature,
which is the pope’s representative in the United States, and the
Vatican
Congregation
for
Bishops before the Holy Father
himself chooses a new archbishop,” explained James D. Flynn,
vice chancellor.
During the time of transition
between Archbishop Chaput’s
departure, and the naming of a
new archbishop, the Vatican appointed Bishop James D.
Conley—auxiliary bishop of
Denver since May 2008—as
apostolic administrator of the
archdiocese.
“The Archdiocese of Denver,
Bishop Conley and the Holy
Father need our prayers,” said
Flynn. “The best thing we can do
is pray for our current leadership, and our next archbishop,
and continue in the work of the
new evangelization in northern
Colorado.”
The prayer for Denver’s new
archbishop was written by
Deacon Parker; Religious Sister

Silence and the liturgy
This column continues the Denver Catholic Register’s series on the new Roman Missal.
I’ll never forget the silence of Sept. 11, 2001.
Most of us remember the chaos of that day—the sirens,
the alarms, the confusion and pandemonium. The senses
were assaulted—especially for those who were physically
present in New York, Washington, D.C., or Pennsylvania.
But like many, I watched the events of Sept. 11 unfold on
television from afar. I was still in Rome at the time, working for the Vatican Congregation for Bishops. I watched the
Twin Towers begin to collapse on a television set, with
other American priests assigned to Rome. All of us sat in
stunned silence, helpless to do anything. What amazed me
was that the television commentators also sat in silence.
For long periods of time, the television displayed terrible
images, with almost no sound, commentary or interruption. Everyone seemed to know that words were nearly
useless in the face of something so unthinkable.
Silence amplified the magnitude of what we were watching.
I think I remember that silence so vividly because silence, especially on television, is a rare thing in contemporary culture. Rarely in the world do we encounter a silent
moment. Media blares and, more than that, we are a people who talk a lot. In some ways, our culture seems uncomfortable with silence.
But I learned, on Sept. 11, 2001, the power of silence. A
silent moment, in a loud, chaotic, confusing world, amplifies reality. In silence, without distraction, we see what is
real—what is truly before us. We are given the time to better comprehend the true meaning of things.
This is the reason the Church calls for silence, and a great
deal of silence, during the liturgy of the Mass. Silence amplifies the reality of what we experience. Silence is a proper
response to a reality which words cannot express—in the
case of the Mass, to the reality of God’s presence.
We are invited to silence several times during the Mass.
We are first of all called to be silent before Mass begins. We
need that space of time to recollect ourselves in order to
enter into prayer. This is why there should be no video presentations or even choir rehearsal during those five or 10
minutes before Mass begins.
We are then called to silence as we recall and repent of
our sins. We are called to silent reflection after each
Scriptural reading, and after the homily. We are all called
to silence after we have received holy Communion. And
we are invited, at the conclusion of Mass, to kneel down for
a silent prayer of Thanksgiving before departing for the
parking lot.
These periods of silence are intended to bring reality into
focus. At Mass we express to God our contrition, we hear
his word, and we receive his physical presence sacramentally. These realities go beyond our comprehension. To
hear and understand the Word of God is an expression of
his great love for us. To receive the body of Christ is the
deepest kind of communion with God. The silence in the
liturgy punctuates a rich and profound time of prayer with
opportunities to reflect on the reality of our experience.
The silence of the liturgy is a gift which helps us to understand the greatest gifts we can receive.
In 2000, Pope Benedict XVI, then Cardinal Ratzinger, offered an insight into the silence of the liturgy. “We respond,
by singing and praying to the God who addresses us, but
the greater mystery, surpassing all words, summons us to
silence. It must, of course, be a silence with content, not
just the absence of speech and action. We should expect
the liturgy to give us a positive stillness that will restore us.”
Pope Benedict described the liturgical silence as a “silence with content … a positive stillness.” He meant that
our silence in prayer is not to be an emptying meditation
alone. Instead, silence in prayer is an occasion to more
deeply understand the Mass itself.

See Conley, Page 5

PRAYER FOR OUR
NEW ARCHBISHOP
O God, eternal shepherd,
who govern your flock with unfailing care,
grant in your boundless fatherly love
a pastor for your Church of
northern Colorado
who will please you by his holiness
and to us show watchful care.
May the bishop given to us by
your holy Church
govern with justice,

THE FRONT of the archdiocesan prayer card features the
bishops of Denver.
of Mercy Esther Mary Nickel, assistant professor of sacred liturgy and sacramental theology at
St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary; and John Miller, associate director of liturgy. It was reviewed and approved by Bishop
Conley and Msgr. Thomas Fryar,
moderator of the curia.
“We opened our new Roman
Missal (third edition) and took
the first part of the prayer from
that,” said Deacon Parker, “We
made it specific to northern
Colorado, then we just basically
asked: ‘What do we want from a
new bishop?’”
Many of these qualities were
found in the 14-year legacy of
Archbishop Chaput.
“What legacy did Archbishop
Charles leave?” asked Deacon
Parker. “He governed us with
justice, he sanctified us by his
example of holiness, and he
was an instrument of God’s
mercy.
“We thought those would be
good things to pray for; that
someone with those qualities
could follow in his footsteps.”
One side of the card includes
the text of the prayer. The other
side is a graphic illustration that
includes a photo of each of
Denver’s seven bishops, begin-

sanctify your people by his example of holiness
and be an instrument of your
divine mercy.
We ask this through our Lord
Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

ning with founding bishop,
Joseph P. Machebeuf. The card
was designed by Filippo
Piccone, production manager of
the Denver Catholic Register and
El Pueblo Católico newspapers.
More than 10,000 prayer cards
were printed by Egan Printing
Company, and are being distributed to parishes. In addition, a
high-resolution downloadable
version is available at www.arch
den.org for parishes and individuals to print copies.
“We would hope that parishes
will make the cards available or
print the prayer in their bulletins,” said Deacon Parker. “And
that individuals will download
and print cards from the website.”
Individuals who do not have
computer access, can contact
Tony Schoenberger in the
Liturgy Office at 303-715-3221.

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Nov. 9: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Nov. 10: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Bishop
Machebeuf High School Information Night, St. Thomas
More Parish (7 p.m.)
Nov. 11: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Seminary

Tribute Dinner, Denver Center for Performing Arts
(5:30 p.m.)
Nov. 12: Mass, Centro San Juan Diego (9 a.m.)
Nov. 12-15: U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Fall
Meeting, Baltimore, Md.
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Airport USO serves veterans and their families traveling through Denver
BY JULIE FILBY

To support the growing U.S.
military, several organizations—including Christian
and Jewish groups—mobilized to form the United
Service Organizations (USO)
in 1941.
Initially set up to provide
emotional support and build
morale, over time the USO has
developed programs and
services to meet the changing
needs of troops. Locally there
is a USO at the Denver
International Airport that
serves active duty and retired
military personnel and their
families
when
traveling
through the Mile High City.
The Rocky Mountain USO
at DIA offers respite and hospitality at a lounge on
Concourse A with televisions,
a library, computers, video
games, child-care area, snacks
and toiletries. Ron McHenry,
75, an Air Force veteran and
member of Knights of
Columbus Council 14688 at
Buckley Air Force Base and
past state deputy (1995-1997),
volunteers there.
“I’ve met people coming
,and going all over the world,”
dsaid McHenry, who served in
othe Air Force from 1954-1975,
fworking on equipment indcluding B-47 Bombers.
He has been volunteering at
sthe USO since shortly after it
gopened in Nov. 2005. There
-are currently 235 volunteers,
aaccording to manager Hedy
eMargolis, and a waiting list of
hothers interested. According
-to McHenry the majority of

s
r
d
dBY BETH GRIFFIN
NEW
YORK
(CNS)—
eCatholics who minister to our
tnation’s military veterans help
eaging soldiers heal from past
wars and support men and
women trying to resume civilian life after multiple tours of
duty in distant outposts.
They work alongside chaplains of many faiths, in multidisciplinary teams that treat
the physical, mental, emotional and spiritual wounds of people whose relationship with
God may have been severely
challenged by the sights of war.
Through it all, they strive to
bring Christ into the world
through their words, deeds and
actions, “as imperfect as they
are,” according to Voluntas Dei
Father Andrew Sioleti.
He is the chief of the chaplain service and supervisor of
chaplain training for the
Department of Veterans
Affairs New York Harbor
Healthcare System.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
USO CENTER
AT DENVER
INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT
Location: Concourse A,
Level 4
Hours: 6 a.m.–10 p.m. daily
Phone: 303-342-6876

VETERANS DAY
Veterans Day is observed on
Nov. 11. Originally established
as marking the end of World
War I (the 11th hour of the 11th
day of the 11th month in 1918
when the armistice was
signed) it now is a day when
all who have worn a uniform
in defense of the United
States are honored.

Email: hmargolis@uso.org
Website: www.uso.org
Donations: Rocky Mountain
USO, 8400 Pena Blvd., Unit
492093, Denver Colo. 80249

CNS PHOTO FROM REUTERS

BOB HOPE strikes a pose next to a World War II-era jeep in
this 1995 file photo. Hope, known for his films and television
specials, brought USO shows to American troops overseas
for more than 50 years, from World War II to the 1991 Persian
Gulf War.
volunteers are veterans, veterans’ spouses and others associated with the military.
There are also three employees on staff, one full-time
and two part-time.
After guests check in, a volunteer shows them around
and offers refreshments.
“When they come in, there’s
no charge for anything,”
McHenry explained. “Everything is free for military.”
On an average day the
Rocky Mountain USO sees 200
to 300 visitors. In October they
hosted 7,010 guests.
McHenry enjoys the variety
that comes with volunteering
at the USO.
“We see everyone from

young recruits to four-star
generals,” he said. “When
people ask me: ‘What’s a typical day?’—I say, ‘I don’t know, I
haven’t had one yet.’”
He relayed the story of a
young mother traveling
through DIA with three young
children: ages 4, 2 and 4
months. When faced with the
challenge of an unexpected
four-hour layover, with three
weary and hungry children,
the mother looked to the
USO.
As the family ate sandwiches at the lounge, the baby continued to howl. “Let me give
him
‘the
treatment,’”
McHenry suggested.
He laid the baby on his

stomach and rubbed his back.
The teary-eyed infant put his
head down and drifted off.
“It worked for four boys and
nine grandchildren,” said
McHenry, proud father and
grandfather, with wife Pat.
Many
people
coming
through the Rocky Mountain
USO Center have been traveling up to 20 hours.
“They’re exhausted,” said
McHenry, who said the location also has showers and
sleeping quarters. “Some look
like ‘death warmed over.’”
The Tuesday night before
Thanksgiving has been busy
for the location, when many
of the Air Force Academy
cadets are bussed from
Colorado Springs to the
Denver airport to travel home
for the holiday.
“Last year, 844 cadets came
through,” said McHenry. “It’s
strictly shoulder-to-shoulder
there.

“By midnight when we
close, those cadets have eaten
everything,” he added, with a
laugh.
Historically the USO has
been known for shows featuring entertainers, most famously Bob Hope, whose
contribution to the USO
spanned 50 years: 1941-1991.
McHenry, who served for 13
months in Korea, had a
chance to see Hope in Korea
in 1969.
The USO has more than 160
locations around the world. In
2009, more than 30,000 volunteers served 7.7 million visitors. While the USO is not part
of the government, it’s recognized by the Department of
Defense, Congress and president of the United States. The
nonprofit relies on support
from individuals, organizations and corporations.
The Rocky Mountain USO
welcomes monetary donations and large-scale donations of wrapped or sealed
snacks and beverages. For
more
information,
visit
www.uso.org or call 303-3426876.

Catholics minister to veterans, serving with chaplains of many faiths

CNS PHOTO/GREGORY A. SHEMITZ

VOLUNTAS Dei Father Andrew Sioleti, a Department of
Veterans Affairs chaplain, visits with U.S. Army and Merchant
Marine veteran Jose Garcia, 88, and Garcia's daughter,
Frances Rojas, at their residence in the Brooklyn borough of
New York May 18.
Father Sioleti is responsible
for 15 full- and part-time
chaplains who serve patients
at two veterans’ hospitals in
Manhattan and Brooklyn, a
long-term care facility in

Queens and three clinics in
Staten Island, Brooklyn and
Manhattan. They also visit
homebound veterans.
In 2010, the chaplains provided individual spiritual

counseling to more than 6,100
people and reached 7,700 others through spirituality and
worship groups.
Among the more than
50,000 patients served each
year by the New York Harbor
Healthcare System, Father
Sioleti said the largest group is
Vietnam-era veterans. There
also are veterans of the
Korean conflict and the
Second World War.
He said the fastest-growing
and most diverse group is returning from service in Iraq
and Afghanistan. They are
seeking help with substance
abuse and mental health issues, Father Sioleti said in an
interview with Catholic News
Service.
“There are younger folks, in
their 20s and early 30s, who
served two and three tours
and there are folks in their
40s, who joined the Reserves
and ended up on active duty.
We see parents bringing in
their adult children as pa-

tients and we have veterans
coming in for treatment with
little children in tow. The staff
is getting used to accommodating 5-year-olds,” he said.
“There is a misperception
that chaplains run around
anointing patients and praying with them,” Father Sioleti
said. “Even if they ever existed, those days are gone.”
Because of privacy rules and
legal challenges by anti-religious groups, he said, veterans must consent to a chaplain’s visit and specifically request to receive sacraments.
“We respect each person’s
spirituality and religious experience. There is a big push
in the government to recognize veterans’ fundamental
rights to request any spiritual
or religious rituals.”
Father Sioleti said chaplains
counsel and can conduct religious services, but do not
proselytize. When he celebrates daily Mass at noon in

See Veterans, Page 12
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Must the Roman
Curia be Italian?
Although he’s not very well known in the U.S., save among
members of the Sant’Egidio community (of which he’s the
founding father), Andrea Riccardi is a major figure in the Catholic
Church in Italy: a historian of the papacy, a commentator on all
things Catholic, and a player in various ecclesiastical dramas.
Most recently, according to Vatican reporter Sandro Magister,
Riccardi has taken to defending the Italian character of the
Roman Curia, which, after a period of internationalization, has
become more pronounced over the past decade. Magister quotes
Riccardi as arguing that “the Curia cannot become a kind of U.N.,
because it is part of the Roman Church and must maintain a particular ecclesial, human and cultural connection with it.”
Permit me to disagree.
The pope is the Bishop of Rome; Rome is an Italian see; the
pope governs the Diocese of Rome through a cardinal vicar. It is
entirely appropriate that the cardinal vicar be Italian and that
the personnel of the Vicariate of Rome be predominantly Italian;
they are, after all, at the service of the local Roman Church.
Because he is the Bishop of Rome, the pope is also “the universal pastor of the Church” (a title used by the Vatican’s official
yearbook in noting the beginning of the pope’s solemn initiation of his Petrine ministry). The more traditional title,
“supreme pontiff of the universal Church,” denotes the same
reality. In this Petrine service as supreme pastor of the Church
throughout the world, the pope employs the Roman Curia.
Curial history is complex and need not detain us here; the crucial point is that the Curia today exists to inform and give effect
to the pope’s ministry as pastor of the universal Church. The
Vicariate of Rome attends to the pope’s mission as a local bishop; the Curia attends to the pope’s ministry as supreme pontiff
of the universal Church.
Andrea Riccardi is quite right that “the Curia cannot become
a kind of U.N.,” but probably not for the reason he intends. The
Curia ought not be “a kind of “U.N.” because the U.N. is a selfserving, bloated and often corrupt bureaucracy. But it makes no
sense, today, to argue that the Curia is “part of the Roman
Church,” save in the obvious sense that it is located in Rome
and therefore takes part in the life of the local Roman Church.
The Curia’s purpose, however, is not local but universal: and
that is why it is counterintuitive to suggest that any one national culture has a particular aptitude for staffing the Roman Curia,
or that the Roman Curia as a 21st century institution has a
unique connection to the local Roman Church.
It is true that the Curia’s modus operandi remains largely
Italianate and that Italian language competence is a sine qua
non of effective service in the Curia today. But the former is not
without its difficulties, as the Banco Ambrosiano scandal of the
early 1980s, the oft-remarked languid Curial pace, and persisting patterns of Curial cronyism and nepotism ought to demonstrate. And while the Roman Curia may well be the last holdout
against English as the primary working language of international centers across the globe, it will almost certainly succumb at
some point.
In his service as universal pastor of the Church, the pope
must be able to draw on talent from all over the world Church;
Italy will surely contribute some of that talent, but it has no monopoly on it. Curialists often speak of “the way we do things
here.” Yet those ways, some impressive, some not, were formed
in a distinctive epoch of Catholic history—CounterReformation Catholicism—that is coming to an end. The universal ministry of the pope in the Evangelical Catholicism to
which Vatican II and the pontificates of John Paul II and
Benedict XVI are giving birth is going to require a different kind
of central administration, a different kind of Roman Curia.
It certainly shouldn’t be “a kind of U.N.” But there is no reason for it to be dominantly Italian, either.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper
of the Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Nov. 13: 33rd Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20,
30-31
• Psalm 128:1-5
• 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6
• Matthew 25:14-30
Synopsis: According to ancient tradition, Proverbs was
attributed to King Solomon
(see 1 Kgs 4:32; Prov 1:1; 10:1;
25:1). A collection of short,
pithy sayings, Proverbs contains practical advice about
how to live in a way that’s
pleasing to God. The literary
structure of the last chapter,
describing the ideal wife (first
reading) is noticeably different from the rest of the book.
She embodies all the virtues
described previously, chief
among which are prudence,
charity and religious devotion. The reading was chosen
because in a larger sense she
represents the model disciple
or, as in this week’s Gospel,
the trustworthy servant who
handles his master’s wealth
wisely. In the second reading
Paul reminds the Christians in
Thessalonica that they are
“not in darkness.” As “children
of the light” they are called to

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

On organic math
Regarding “Several Denver
Catholic schools implement
organic approach to math”
(Sept. 28 Denver Catholic
Register). Whenever I hear that
a “new” math program is in
fashion I just sigh and shake
my head. I’ve seen so many
math programs come and go,
so many heralded as “the
one”—the “one size fits all”—
only to find in time that the
crucial
kindergarten
to
eighth-grade math foundation is so weak and deficient
that high schools can’t elevate
the math proficiency. As a result, as many as 40 percent of
college freshmen are destined
for remedial math courses.
Of those who do take the remedial math, many will drop

be alert, sober and watchful.
They, like the good wife in the
first reading, are to be wise
and prudent as they await “the
day of the Lord.” The 25th
chapter of Matthew contains
three parables about the last
judgment. The first parable
was about the wise and foolish virgins. This week’s Gospel
is about three servants who
were entrusted with their
master’s wealth. If we take the
last parable in the series as
our guide—the parable of the
sheep and goats—we see that
the “talents” entrusted to the
servants (like the oil in the
parable about the virgins)
symbolize charity—the one
thing that increases the more
it is given away.
Key verse: “A man going on
a journey called in his servants and entrusted his possessions to them” (Mt 25:14).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “Charity is the greatest
social commandment. It respects others and their rights. It
requires the practice of justice,
and it alone makes us capable
of it. Charity inspires a life of
self-giving: ‘Whoever seeks to
gain his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life will preserve it’” (No. 1889).
Pope Benedict XVI: “The
love that we celebrate in the

out and never complete their
education. I am praying that
educators will come to the realization that not all students
can learn from the “one size
fits all” math. Hence, it would
be sensible and economical
for all involved to at least offer
a choice between two math
programs since so many
schools use ability groups
anyway.
My husband and I went up
to Calculus IV and Calculus II
respectively without calculators or drawing pictures and
without fudging the numbers
to solve “12 + 7.” Therefore,
the Singapore style wouldn’t
have been a good fit for us.
My own kids have had Saxon
math and excelled with this
logical and methodical math
and wouldn’t do well with the
Singapore style but others
may. My point though is not
to tout Saxon and blast

sacrament is not something
we can keep to ourselves. By
its very nature it demands to
be shared with all. What the
world needs is God’s love; it
needs to encounter Christ and
to believe in him. The
Eucharist is thus the source
and summit not only of the
Church’s life, but also of her
mission: an authentically eucharistic Church is a missionary Church” (Sacrament of
Charity, 84).

Life application: We are
custodians of charity. In the
Eucharist, the love of God has
been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit that
has been given to us (Rom
5:5). The divine life which we
receive in the sacraments is
not something we can keep to
ourselves or bury away. We
have to share it, otherwise it’ll
shrivel up and die. The Lord
has blessed us with so many
beautiful things, all of which
are meant glorify Him. But the
most precious thing of all God
has entrusted to us is himself.
And one day we will have to
give an account.

James Cavanagh is director
of
Evangelization
and
Catechesis for metro-area
parishes of the Denver
Archdiocese. Cavanagh’s column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register.

Singapore. To prepare all children for the real world a realworld choice in math is needed and parental involvement
is essential for our children’s
success in math.

Deana E. Bossio
Castle Rock

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize that
the opinions expressed in letters to the
editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation or libelous
statements will not be printed. Unsigned
letters will not be printed. Letters may
be edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-7152045. E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
The following assignments by Very Rev. Douglas Marcouiller, S.J. provincial, Jesuits of the Missouri
Province, St. Louis, Mo., is confirmed by Bishop James D. Conley, S.T.L., apostolic administrator for the
Denver Archdiocese.
Rev. Thomas Cwick, S.J., appointed pastor, St. Ignatius Loyola Parish, Denver, Colo., effective Nov. 27,
2011, until his ministry in the archdiocese is completed.
Rev. Eustace Sequiera, S.J., appointed professor, College for Professional Studies, Regis University,
Denver, Colo., effective Nov. 27, 2011, until his ministry in the archdiocese is completed.

The following assignment by Rev. Antonio Flores, C.R., provincial, Theatine Fathers, is confirmed by
Bishop James D. Conley, S.T.L., apostolic administrator for the Denver Archdiocese.
Rev. Antonio Flores, C.R., appointed administrator pro-tempore at Holy Family Parish, Fort Collins, Colo.,
effective Nov. 7, 2011.
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Greeley
From Page 1

should be done to recognize this
woman, “but nothing will happen
until we get all the information in one
place.”
His scavenger hunt for information
began several years ago because of
Greeley’s connection to his religious
order the Franciscans, of which she was
a third order secular.
Little personal information is known
of her and no personal writings exist as
she was illiterate. However, scores of articles penned by journalists have surfaced, including about 100 articles from
the Denver Catholic Register archives
that reference her name, Father Burkey
said.
The first articles appeared in the
Register, the Rocky Mountain News and
The Denver Post in 1918, after Greeley
died at the approximate age of 85—
Greeley herself said she didn’t know how
old she was—on the feast of the Sacred
Heart on June 7.
The articles describe a flow of people—poor and rich alike—who came to
view her body that lay in a coffin for five
hours at Loyola Chapel, now the
Evangelist Temple Church of God in
Christ, at 2536 Ogden St.
The Register article published two
days after her funeral reads, “Highest
Honor Ever Paid to Dead Laic Here Goes
to Negress.”
Greeley’s funeral was held at Sacred
Heart Church, 2760 Larimer St., where
she sat in the front left pew daily. She
was buried at Mount Olivet Cemetery in
Wheat Ridge.
Father Burkey said he began a more
earnest search for facts about her life in
April and discovered records of a court
case when Greeley’s character was put
into question. She was stuck in a divorce
case that arose between her former employer Julie Gilpin, whom Greeley testified for, who was the wife of Colorado’s
first territorial governor, William Gilpin.
William Gilpin accused Greeley of
being “a lewd and unprincipled woman
that badly influenced his children,”
which was one reason why he said he
needed a divorce from Julie Gilpin.
Greeley took the stand to defend her
character and about six people testified
in her favor, Father Burkey said.
“Moreover, when grilled by Mrs.
Gilpin’s defense attorneys, Col. Gilpin
was unable to justify his charge against
Greeley,” Father Burkey said.

Conley
From Page 2

After the readings, for example, we
can, in silence, picture the narrative of
the Old Testament or the Gospel. If
the readings contained advice, an exhortation, or an admonishment, we
can ask the Lord how it applies in our
lives. The period of silence is a time
when the Lord can vivify—make
alive—the word proclaimed. We need
only to ask him for this, “Speak Lord,
your servant is listening.”
After Communion, as we pray in silence, we can ask the Lord to fill us
with his love—to help us love our
brothers and sisters, to help us see the
world as he does. We can give him
thanks for the great blessings he has
given us. After a while, our silent

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

FATHER Blaine Burkey, O.F.M. Cap.,
stands outside Sacred Heart of Jesus
Church in Denver, which Julia Greeley
attended.
“This case isn’t spiritually revealing
except these six to seven witnesses said
she was totally reliable,” he continued.
“That’s something in her favor that she
remained such a magnanimous women
herself and was helping other people
despite the way she had been treated.”
William Gilpin’s testimony contradicts records and articles written about
Greeley that spoke of her charity to the
poorest of poor. She was often seen carrying firewood, clothes or food down alleyways to someone in need. She
begged for dresses from wealthy
women and restored them for working
class girls so they would be able to attend church or go to a social gathering.
She also passed out Catholic literature
to firemen, especially leaflets about the
Sacred Heart of Jesus, which she became an apostle for after entering the
Church in 1880, the same year she appeared on the U.S. Census for Denver.
Her charity and devotion extended to
the point when she reportedly gave her
own burial plot to a destitute man and
participated in 40 hours of devotion,
kneeling motionless and absorbed in
adoration of the Eucharist.
Overall, Greeley stands as an example
of how ordinary people can become
saints, Leisring said.
“When looking at her, (we see) she
was an ordinary person who did extraordinary things,” Leisring said. “All of
us have that same opportunity.”
prayer after Communion may become an experience of simply being
in the silent, radiant, loving presence
of our God.
Silence isn’t easy for any of us. The
Church gives us silence in the liturgy
to train our hearts and minds in silent
prayer. But attentive, active, “positive
silence” takes work. Often, we may
find it difficult to focus. The Church
encourages us to ask the Lord to help
us to experience his presence. As we
cultivate silence, we will begin, more
frequently, to hear the voice of the
Lord.
Silence points us to reality. It is a
rare gift, but to understand it may
take us each a lifetime. Let us give
thanks for the silence of the liturgy.
Let us ask the Lord to help us use it to
see more clearly the reality of his
magnificent and loving presence.
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Ad limina: US bishops set to begin round of consultations in Rome
BY JOHN THAVIS

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—U.S.
bishops are preparing to make
their ad limina visits to the
Vatican, an intense series of encounters that will bring many of
them face-to-face with Pope
Benedict XVI for the first time.
Beginning in early November
and extending through much of
next year, the visits will constitute the most comprehensive
assessment of Church life in the
United States since the German
pope was elected in 2005.
The visits also give Pope
Benedict a platform for commentary, and Vatican sources
say the leitmotif of papal talks to
the bishops will be “new evangelization” in U.S. society.
The approximately 200 heads
of U.S. dioceses, some accompanied by auxiliary bishops, will
arrive in Rome in 15 regional
groups, and each will bring a
“Report on the State of the
Diocese” that will serve as the

basis for discussions. The schedules for the weeklong visits combine prayer and liturgy with
more businesslike encounters at
key Vatican offices.
The meetings with the pope
have always been the highlight
of the ad limina visits. Pope
Benedict has lately adopted a
modified format, meeting with
seven to 10 bishops at a time instead of individual encounters.
U.S. bishops can expect small
group discussions lasting about
45 minutes to an hour, featuring
a relatively unstructured giveand-take with the pontiff.
The pope also addresses the
larger regional groups of bishops, usually on a particular
theme or aspect of the Church’s
experience in the United
States. He will not give a formal
speech to each regional group,
however. Instead, plans call for
him to address only five of the
groups—part of a cutback in
papal appointments that has
been instituted gradually over

CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING

POPE BENEDICT XVI waves as he leaves after celebrating Mass
Nov. 3 in St. Peter's Basilica in memory of cardinals and bishops
who died in the past year.
the last few years.
Pope Benedict’s talks will undoubtedly be combed for comments relevant to the 2012 election year campaign in the
United States. Vatican insiders
say the pope will avoid wading
into
partisan
politics.
Nevertheless, his talks are expected to touch on perennial
hot-button issues like abortion
and gay marriage—not because
they may be electoral topics, but
because they are challenges to
fundamental Catholic moral
teaching.
Vatican sources said that
under the general theme of new
evangelization, which aims to
strengthen the faith and “evangelize culture” in traditionally
Christian countries, the pope is
likely to focus on several key
areas:
• How culture and religion
should intersect, especially in
current situations found in secular society.
• Education and the particular
importance of Catholic schools.
• Building good relationships
between bishops and priests,
which have suffered in the clerical sex-abuse scandal.
— Religious freedom as a
challenge not only in countries
where Christians are a minority,

but in places where radical secularism is taking root.
The ad limina visits are often
described as the Catholic version of branch managers reporting to the head office. Vatican officials say that’s a misconception.
“If we only looked at the administrative aspect of these visits, we would not understand
them. They are first of all moments of communion and collegiality, a faith experience,”
Canadian
Cardinal
Marc
Ouellet,
head
of
the
Congregation for Bishops, told
Catholic News Service.
He said that when the groups
of bishops pray and celebrate
liturgies together, hold meetings with the Vatican and then
engage in informal conversations among themselves, they
are able to take a break from
purely local affairs and look at
things from a more universal
perspective.
The visits are also a time when
bishops and the Vatican can remove “prejudices” that may
arise on issues that are treated in
the media or public debate, but
often without much direct communication between Rome and
local Church leaders, Cardinal
Ouellet said.

“They clarify questions with
us and we clarify questions with
them. It is really very positive,”
the cardinal said.
The title of the visits comes
from the Latin phrase “ad limina
apostolorum” (to the thresholds
of the apostles), a reference to
the pilgrimage to the tombs of
Sts. Peter and Paul that the bishops are required to make.
Several U.S. groups also plan
to celebrate Masses at the altar
of the tomb of Blessed John
Paul II. Many of the bishops
were, in fact, appointed by the
late pope and feel a special
connection to him.
Cardinal Ouellet’s office coordinates preparation for the
ad limina visits. Each bishop is
asked to prepare in advance a
report on virtually every aspect
of diocesan life, including family life, education, clergy and
religious, lay involvement, vocations, priestly formation, religious practices and demographics.
These reports are taken seriously at the Vatican, Cardinal
Ouellet said. They are circulated to heads of Vatican agencies
and to the pope ahead of time,
so that meetings can be productive.
The U.S. bishops plan group
meetings with officials of several
Vatican agencies. They include
the congregations in charge of
doctrine, clergy, bishops, worship, education and religious orders, and pontifical councils
that deal with ecumenism, the
family and laity. The bishops are
being encouraged to meet with
the council for new evangelization, and some will hold talks
with the council for health care.
These discussions involve
shared concerns and interests,
but some bishops also schedule
private meetings with Vatican
officials to deal with specific
diocesan issues.
The group encounters are
usually hosted by the prefects or
presidents of Vatican congregations or councils. That isn’t always possible, but Cardinal
Ouellet said the top officials of
Roman Curia departments
“must have a very good reason
not to meet the group.” Meeting
with the world’s bishops is considered a priority task for curia
agencies, he added.

New Roman
Missal
Changes
Starting
Nov. 27, the
congregation’s
response to the
priest's "The
Lord be with
you," will be

"And with
your spirit."
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In serving the homeless, young
adult missionaries encounter Christ
BY LORNA CRUZ

Even though many young
adults would define success by
entry-level positions and paycheck sums, a group of 14 students and recent graduates are
giving a year of service to the
homeless through Christ in the
City, a program established in
Denver.
Christ in the City (CIC) is a holistic service program that combines charitable works, spirituality and educational advancement to train college-age
Catholics how to be missionaries in the United States.
This program instills in students a formative platform,
grounded in virtue and Catholic
leadership, to help launch their
future careers.
Having welcomed its first semester and year-long programs
in August 2011, Christ in the City
houses its missionaries in one
community house, where they
share and grow in community.
What follows are profiles of
three of the missionaries.

Kirstin Kuhn
Before graduating from MIT,
22-year old Kirstin Kuhn, from
Texas, knew
that
she
wanted to
give a year of
service to the
poor.
As
her
faith became
a more important part of her life,
she not only wanted to do service, but also devote herself to
“growing in my faith and put
myself in an environment that
would facilitate that.”
After a FOCUS (Fellowship of
Catholic University Student)
missionary dropped a Christ in
the City flyer on her couch, Kuhn
knew that it was a perfect match
because of the spiritual and intellectual formation along with
service to the poor.
Kuhn’s Christ in the City assignment is with the Catholic
Medical Association. She is also
engaged in street ministry in
which the missionaries foster relationships with the homeless
and try to satisfy their material
and spiritual needs.
Her favorite aspect of Christ
in the City is its deeply rooted
Catholicism and the community in which it is lived out.
“It’s a beautiful gift to be living
with nine other women striving
for holiness, and I’m very grateful,” she said.
Working with the homeless
has taught Kuhn that Christian
compassion “demands that we
acknowledge them and respect
their dignity, no matter how awkward or weird it may seem to us.”
During her first day of street
ministry, Kuhn experienced

what it felt like to be ignored, simply because she was sitting with
two homeless men. She learned
the importance of acknowledging their presence and has since
made an effort of doing so.
“Easing a fellow human being’s
suffering, if only for a moment,”
she said, “is certainly worth the
price of a little awkwardness.”

Kalynn Webster
Kalynn Webster works with
Annuncia-tion Parish and its
school. She
also
does
street ministry and outreach to the
homeless.
After graduating from
the University of St. Thomas in
Minnesota, Webster worked with
inner-city children as an afterschool tutor, which helped her
realize that “there (is) a great need
here, right in my own country.”
“I also wanted to serve with a
group that emphasized evangelization as part of service,” she
said. “Christ in the City fit these
desires exactly.”
She appreciates the amount
of freedom that CIC provides, allowing her to understand the
parish and street ministry’s
needs and respond to them with
what she said was, “very little
‘red tape.’”
Working with the homeless
has helped Webster learn to
“concentrate on serving the
Lord one day at a time, and let
him take care of tomorrow.”
“The condition of the homeless is really the condition of us
all before God,” she said. “They
do not know from one day to the
next what they will have or even
if they will survive. Neither do
we know the day nor the hour.”
Such insight has helped developed Webster’s understanding
of God’s call upon her life and
the lives of her fellow brothers
and sisters in Christ.
“Our task is simply to love in
the moment, and be grateful in
the moment. The rest belongs to
Him.”

Lindsay Bunker
After seeing an ad for Christ in
the City as she walked into the
science
building of
Benedictine
College in
her native
Kansas, 23year-old
Lindsay
Bunker saw the program as the
perfect opportunity.
Bunker had been thinking
about doing mission work in the
United States for the summer
after she graduated, so she committed to the summer Christ in

the City program, enjoying it so
much that the year-long commitment was the natural transition for her.
“I loved the emphasis on forming my own mind and heart before being able to serve,” she said.
Serving as missionary and
program coordinator for Christ
in the City, her favorite part of
the program is working with
homeless youths.
Bunker’s goal with the youths
is to help “reawaken their true
desires which will bring them
greater happiness and fulfillment.”
“I love talking to them,” she
said, “and trying to help the kids
to realize that their immediate
desires point to something
greater, to something that will
fulfill them.”
Working with the youths has
helped her understand the importance of family in a person’s
development. Many of the teens
are homeless because of broken
homes, and they see the CIC
missionaries as “the support
and the love that they are lacking
at home.”
As Bunker continues to be a
part of CIC, she keeps learning
more about her community and
herself, as well as being thankful
for her own family.
“Being a missionary with CIC
has helped me to realize my own
desires,” she said, “and how dependence on Christ is crucial to
living my life intensely in the reality of his presence in my daily
life.”
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Saints come alive at school feast day celebrations
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Along the sidewalks of Federal
Boulevard and 42nd Avenue, little versions of Blessed Mother Teresa of
Calcutta, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Michael
the Archangel and other saints processed
together while singing to the tune of a
trumpet playing “When the Saints Go
Marching In.”
Students in preschool through eighth
grade at St. Catherine of Siena School in
Denver made costumes and dressed as
saints or angels on All Saints’ Day for their
annual celebration.
They joined other schools in celebrating the feast day Nov. 1 meant to remember the holy heroes recognized by the
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ST. CATHERINE of Siena School second-graders, from left, Xavier
Carrillo-Barrios, Jaqueline Navarro
and Mary Knight, pray during Mass
on All Saints’ Day, Nov. 1.
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ST. JAMES School students, from left, Alexis Barraza, Mateo Lipic, Summer Sheaffer, Zoe
Folte-Neul and Hana Efrem model their saint costumes on Oct. 31, All Hallows Eve, commonly called Halloween.
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OUR LADY of Lourdes School kindergartener Aydin Ornelas strikes a pose
as Jesus Christ Oct. 31.

Scripture readings and the kindergarteners announced the Prayers of the Faithful.
During his homily, Father Vidal told the
congregation that it’s important to imitate the saints.
“Yes, you can be a doctor, lawyer … or
whatever. But you have to be a saint,” he
said. “It is a covenant from God. ‘You shall
be holy as I am holy,’ says the Lord. It’s not
just a piece of advice. It is serious.”
He further told the children and congregation that they should pray to the
Lord and say that they would like to make
him happy.
“Happiness is our vocation,” Father
Vidal declared. “And happiness is the love
of our God. Amen.”
After Mass, Principal Suzanne Scheck
of St. Catherine of Siena said the saints are
the real models for the faithful as
Spiderman and other comic book and
film superheroes do not exist.
“Spiderman is great, and we like him,”

she said, “but the saints were real. They
are our heroes. They are real heroes.”
Principal Rosemary Anderson of Our
Lady of Lourdes School said she began
the tradition of a school-wide saint celebration and required that students write a
report on a saint. She also wrote a letter to
parents explaining the Christian history
of All Hallows Eve and All Saints’ Day. She
asked that all students dress as saints.
“Everyone was open when they
learned the history,” Anderson said.
Just as at Our Lady of Lourdes, some
children and parents hesitated about the
idea of dressing as saints, but over the
years the students and parents become
more enthusiastic, Hovell-Genth said.
“The first year was tough because they
didn’t want to do this,” Hovell-Genth said.
“They had a hard time of letting go of the
grim reaper, (but) the grim reaper had to
go. It’s been four years now and everyone
is so excited.”

ACE educators teaching in inner-city Catholic schools

schools with limited resources in hardpressed areas. Despite facing frequent financial challenges, Catholic schools nationwide have a well-documented track
record of educating students for the common good, providing educational opportunity vital to our civic society and
preparing leaders for the Church and the
community.
Father Scully, a member of the
Congregation of Holy Cross, which administers Notre Dame, attributes the success of Catholic schools largely to leaders
and teachers who care for their students
individually and as part of a faith-filled
community.
“The three inseparable pillars in ACE’s
formation of teachers are professional
service, community life and spiritual
growth,” Father Scully said.
The two-year teacher formation initiative for recent college graduates incorporates personal development and vocational discernment alongside a rigorous
curriculum leading to a master of education degree. The curriculum includes
summer studies on the Notre Dame campus and two years of teaching.
Among the six ACE teachers in Denver,
Emily Navarro teaches at Annunciation,
Mary Katherine Lyons teaches at
Guardian Angels, Meaghan Crowley
teaches at St. Rose of Lima, Michael
Modak teaches at Assumption, and
Joseph Guerin and Gunnar Rawlings
teach at Bishop Machebeuf High School.

Catholic Church and inspire children to
imitate their holiness.
St. James School in Denver had a similar event Oct. 31 that included a procession of 206 children dressed as saints, a
costume contest, games and prizes.
“It’s the biggest turn out we’ve ever
had,” said Carol Hovell-Genth, principal
of St. James, who added that many parents and grandparents watched the children process around the school and
church. “We’re not doing it because we
have to, but because it’s a beautiful part of
our Catholic faith.”
St. James and other schools started a
tradition of remembering the saints to
bring back the Christian meaning of
Halloween, also known as All Hallows
Eve, and to teach the children about All
Saints’ Day.
Students at Our Lady of Lourdes

School in Denver participated in the first
school-wide saint celebration and contest.
Donning a white sheet and wings in
the school’s gym, 8-year-old Cade
Hughey said he decided to dress as his
patron saint, St. Gabriel the Archangel.
“I like St. Gabriel because he’s a great
saint to come down and tell someone
that they’ll be pregnant,” Hughey said
about the angel’s announcement to the
Virgin Mary.
Other students dressed in plastic
armor and carried a sword to represent
St. Michael the Archangel and some girls
styled their hair in braids and wore moccasins to represent Blessed Kateri
Tekakwitha, an Iroquois woman born in
New York.
All the children at St. Catherine of Siena
School gathered for Mass Nov. 1, which
was celebrated by Father Grégoire Vidal.
The fourth-graders proclaimed the
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When students and teachers headed
back to school this fall from scores of
neighborhoods around the archdiocese,
one group of teachers from the University
of Notre Dame perhaps deserved an Aplus for having “traveled the farthest” to
get to their classrooms.
Six young teachers at five schools—
Annunciation, Assumption, Guardian
Angels, St. Rose of Lima, and Bishop
Machebeuf High School—traveled here
from South Bend, Ind., where they participate in the Alliance for Catholic
Education (ACE) teacher formation program. They live in community in a house
in Denver, pursuing a graduate degree in
education and experiencing school life
far from their university’s Golden Dome
and football stadium.
ACE has flourished in large part because of the strong alliance it represents
among various stakeholders including
the University of Notre Dame, the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops, and
particular dioceses and schools across
the United States. ACE teachers—about
180 of them out in the field during any
given year—have built a reputation for
talent, energy and an eagerness to serve
children.
Their passion for Catholic school

PHOTO PROVIDED

ACE educators serving in Denver include, from left: Joseph Guerin, Meaghan Crowley,
Michael Modak, Mary Katherine Lyons, Emily Navarro and Gunnar Rawlings.
wherever the needs are in order to sustain
teaching and their standout performance
and strengthen Catholic education,” said
among ACE’s competitive, nationwide
Father Timothy Scully, C.S.C., who copool of applicants earn them a place in
founded ACE in 1993.
the distinctive program.
The Archdiocese of Denver is one of 26
“ACE has become a leading provider of
dioceses around the country that welteachers to Catholic schools in the United
come ACE teachers to work in elemenStates, and we’re blessed with highly taltary and secondary schools—often
ented young people who want to go
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Health fair at Centro San Juan Diego helps 200 needy seniors
A VISITOR at
the Oct. 9
Latino Senior
Health Fair at
the Denver
Archdiocese’s
Centro San
Juan Diego
gets a flu
shot.

BY DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER

Impelled by its mission and
the success of last year’s inaugural Latino Senior Health Fair,
Centro San Juan Diego, in conjunction with community partners, served 200 people at the
2011 event Oct. 9.
AARP, The Urology Center of
Colorado,
St.
Anthony’s
Hospital, the Alzheimer’s
Association and other organizations assisted with this year’s
event held at Centro, the
Denver Archdiocese’s center
offering pastoral and family
care to Hispanics.
Open to those 50 and older,
the event offered free medical
screenings and let participants
know about other resources
and services available to them.
“Many Hispanic individuals
past the age of 50 do not get the
exams they need either because they don’t know the importance of getting checked at
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this age or because they can’t
afford the exams,” said Sister
Alicia Cuaron, director of

Bienestar Family Services at
Centro. “This is why it is a
blessing for us to be able to

offer these services and also
the reason why we have decided to continue this event next

year in the hope of being able
to help even more people.”
In a spirit of solidarity, the
consulates
of
Mexico,
Guatemala and Peru offered
vital assistance in the planning,
organizers said.
The health fair offered health
examinations, flu shots, blood
pressure and diabetes tests,
blood analysis, Vitamin D evaluations, and for men, prostate
and testosterone checkups.
“For … those who cannot afford these services, it can be a
matter of life and death,” said
Jennie Marquez, Centro’s assistant director. “Last year, various test results came back with
potentially positive results for
cancer.”
The outreach is received by
participants as an expression
of God’s love and care, organizers said.
“(They see) that through
others, (God) takes care of
them,” said Centro’s Laura
Becerra.

Plan ahead for positive medical visits
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

When the relative you are
caring for must attend a medical appointment, planning
ahead is crucial, especially if
they have special health care
needs. You need to be prepared
not only for the appointment
itself, but also for the travel and
wait time involved.
Consider the suggestions
below to minimize stress and
maximize success.

Before you go
If accessible transportation is
required, book it well in advance.
Don’t schedule anything else
on the appointment day.
If you are driving to an unfamiliar location, call in advance
to get directions and information about parking options.
Also inquire about the accessibility of the premises in terms
of parking, entrances and
washrooms, and whether
transport chairs are available.
Complete any forms received at a previous appointment or by mail—for example,
questionnaires or pre-op paperwork.
Review any literature received in advance regarding
how to prepare for the appointment and what to expect.
Ensure your relative wears
loose-fitting, breathable clothing and comfortable walking
shoes. Layer garments to make
it easy to adapt to warm or cool
temperatures.
If the weather is inclement or
you are anxious about parking,
plan to take a taxi so you and
your relative can be dropped
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DOMINICAN Sister Mary Diana Dreger talks with patient
Augustina McKlean during a follow-up visit at St. Thomas Family
Health Center South in Nashville, Tenn., in early October.
off and picked up at the medical building’s entrance.
Make a list of everything to
bring along. Read on for items
you may want to include.

What to bring
Tickets for accessible transportation, disabled parking
permit, parking pass or sufficient money for parking lot
fees.
Mobility aids.
Nourishment. Snacks are especially important if you or
your relative is diabetic. If your
appointment is near lunch
time, pack a sandwich and
drink for both of you. If your
relative resides in a care facility,
request a bag lunch a day in advance. Bring an apron or towel
to protect their clothing while
they eat, and wet wipes for
cleaning up afterwards.
Sufficient prescription and
over-the-counter medications

to cover the time you expect to
be away. Bring an extra dose in
case the wait is unusually long.
Extra incontinence pad or
brief.
Change of clothes and a
plastic bag for soiled garments.
Facial tissues.
Hand sanitizer (travel size).
Medical insurance information.
List of all health conditions
and medications, including
dosages and frequency of use.
List of questions and concerns.
Pad of paper and pen to
record information and instructions.
Cell phone or coins for a pay
phone.
Reading material or other diversionary items, to keep your
relative pleasantly occupied
during waiting periods. Bring
something for yourself, too.

See Planning, Page 11
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Colorado nun dies six days shy of 106th birthday
BY VERONICA AMBUUL

COLORADO
SPRINGS,
Colo. (CNS)—A religious sister
who entered the convent in
the era of World War I and
Prohibition died just six days
shy of her 106th birthday.
Sister Richardis Durant died
Oct. 20 at Mount St. Francis in
Colorado Springs, the motherhouse for the Western
province of the Sisters of St.
Francis
of
Perpetual
Adoration.
Although Sister Durant is
one of the oldest women religious living in the United
States, at least one is older, according to the National
Religious Retirement Office in
Washington.
Sister Corazon Garcia, a
Religious
of
Mary
Immaculate, was born in
Spain Sept. 4, 1904, making
her 107 on her last birthday.
She started her community’s
first house in the United

Planning
From Page 10

When you arrive
Make use of hand sanitizers at
building and office entrances.
If it’s your first time in the
building,
orient
yourself.
Consult any layout plans or directories, typically found by
main entrances. Find out where
washrooms are located, and
whether there’s a cafeteria, coffee stand or shop for purchasing
drinks and snacks. The latter is
good to know for future visits.
Have health insurance information ready when you check
in at the office or clinic. Let the
receptionist know of any special
needs your relative may have—
for example, behavioral issues
that may be exacerbated by
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SISTER Richardis Durant died
Oct. 20 at Mount St. Francis in
Colorado Springs, Colo., the
motherhouse for the Western
province of the Sisters of St.
Francis of Perpetual Adoration.
Sister Durant, who entered the
convent in the era of World War
I and Prohibition, died just six
days shy of her 106th birthday.
She is pictured in a 2005 photo.
noise or a long wait. Also advise
of special circumstances—for
example, if your relative has another appointment in the building or elsewhere, such that time
is a concern.

States in the 1960s and now
lives in Washington.
Sister Durant was born Oct.
26, 1905, in Bellwood, Pa., but
moved to the Southwest as a
child because her mother suffered from tuberculosis, she
told The Colorado Catholic
Herald, newspaper of the
Colorado Springs Diocese, on
the occasion of her 100th
birthday. She felt called to religious life at an early age and
entered the Sisters of St.
Francis
of
Perpetual
Adoration on Oct. 4, 1923, in
Lafayette, Ind.
Sister Durant said her vocation to religious life never wavered.
“When I made my first holy
Communion, I asked the Lord
to give me a vocation to the
religious life. ... Being in the
convent for 82 years, I wasn’t
in the world. I thank God for
my vocation. I’m happy where
I am when I see and know the
world,” she said in 2005.
location, and the purpose of the
consultation.
If your relative is being
booked for a test, inquire about
the typical amount of time involved and whether special
preparation is required.

Before you leave
If your relative resides in a care
facility: ask the health care
provider to make a brief note regarding any findings, recommendations and plans. This is
important information for you
to take back for the charge nurse
and the physician overseeing
your relative’s care. Also inform
staff of any tests or follow-up appointments that are scheduled
or require booking.
If a referral is being made to
another health care professional, ensure you are clear about
their name, area of expertise and

When you get home
Note any further consultations or tests on your calendar
right away. Attach appointment
cards with a paper clip, so you
have phone numbers handy
should you have any questions
or need to reschedule.
Keep any forms or information sheets you’ve been given in
a labeled file folder, for easy access.
Lisa M. Petsche is a social
worker and a freelance writer
specializing in elder care.

She received her bachelor’s
and master’s degrees from
Creighton
University
in
Omaha, Neb.
Sister Durant spent most of
her professional career in education. She taught at
Catholic schools in Colorado,
Indiana, Kansas, Nebraska
and New Mexico. She served
as the academic dean at the
College of St. Joseph in
Albuquerque, N.M., from the
early 1950s until 1965.
In 1965, Sister Durant became director of religious education at Arvada’s St. Joan of
Arc Parish in the Archdiocese
of Denver, with responsibility
for 1,800 public school children. She said it was her favorite job, and the reason why
she learned to drive in her 60s.
When she retired after 15
years, the pastor and parish-

ioners gave her the gift of a
cruise to Greece, Turkey,
Egypt, Israel and Rome—
which she called the highlight
of her life.
After her retirement from St.
Joan of Arc, Sister Durant
served at the Gardens of St.
Elizabeth Assisted Living
Center in Denver, where she
taught classes and put out a
weekly newspaper for 11
years.
“It was interesting interviewing the elderly people
who had such a rich past in
Colorado mining country,”
she told the Herald.
In 1992, at age 87, she retired to Mount St. Francis. She
remained active there, keeping herself busy with crafts,
playing card games such as
pinochle
and
computer
games such as FreeCell.
“You can get addicted to it,
so I limit myself to three
games only per day,” she told
the Herald.
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Hospitals offer special services for seniors; one opens a senior ER
BY NISSA LAPOINT

As soon as Carol Cooper
was wheeled into the emergency room on a stretcher at
Exempla Lutheran Medical
Center, nurses were at the
door greeting her.
During her one-hour stay at
the hospital while doctors examined the reason for her
chest pains, 66-year-old
Cooper discovered this emergency room was unlike any
other she had seen.
“It was very pleasant surroundings,” Cooper said. “It
was calming and quiet. I was
the first one there, but even
after more patients, it was
quieter I thought than the
normal ER.”
Cooper discovered she was
the first patient to receive
treatment
in
Exempla
Lutheran’s new emergency
room dedicated to seniors.
The eight-bed ER, opened
in late October, aims to reduce chaos and provide better
care for the senior population
that is growing by leaps and
bounds, said Jan Dionne, program manager and clinic
nurse specialist at Exempla
Lutheran.
Prior to opening the emergency room, 21 percent of
their patients coming in for
treatment every year were
more than 65 years old, she
said. In its first four weeks of
operation, the ER for seniors
saw 550 patients.
“Right there we knew there
was a need,” Dionne said.
“We want to try to make this
whole environment a pleas-

Veterans
From Page 3

the hospital’s nondenominational chapel, volunteers install a large wooden crucifix
and set the altar. The faithful
in actual attendance are a
fraction of those participating
via closed-circuit television
from patient rooms.
The priest supervises a
multi-faith clinical pastoral
education training program
he said blends psychology
and religion and is the only
one established at a veterans’
hospital in New York.
Participants include Catholic
seminarians in summer sessions and yearlong residents
preparing for full-time healthcare chaplaincy. He said recent graduates came from
Catholic, Jewish, Episcopal,
Muslim, Quaker, Lutheran,
Unitarian Universalist and
United Methodist traditions.
The program is one of 20 at
VA facilities and is accredited
by the Association for Clinical
Pastoral Education. Father
Sioleti said its purpose is to
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HEALTH care workers share a laugh with patient Mary Menin at Exempla Lutheran Hospital’s
emergency room for seniors Nov. 2.
ant experience as much as we
can.”
Dimmed lighting, non-slip
floors, thicker mattresses and
a quieter environment are
some of the features of the
senior ER.
It’s the state’s first hospital
to dedicate space for seniors,
who are more susceptible to
health risks including dementia, a serious loss of cognitive
ability. The ER addresses

those risks by creating an atmosphere that’s less chaotic
and less likely to aggravate dementia, Dionne said.
Other hospitals have taken
steps to address the needs of
the rising number of senior
citizens.
This year Centura Health,
Colorado’s largest hospital
and health care network, is
taking steps to spread its
Geriatric Trauma Protocol ini-

tiated at St. Anthony Hospital
and Medical Center in 2008,
said Pamela Bourg, director of
the trauma program at St.
Anthony.
ER staff will go through the
protocol with every senior citizen that includes a series of
checks on their vital signs and
monitoring by a traumatic
surgeon, she said.
“Before,” Bourg said, “seniors fell into the normal flow

train chaplains to minister to
people of “all spiritualities and
religious backgrounds.”
Mercy Sister Maureen
Mitchell, the program’s director, said: “The training is
multi-faith, but we want
everyone to be deeply rooted
in their own tradition.”
“We train students to do
spiritual assessments on patients to understand what
their journey has been. Many
of our veterans were raised in
religions with traditional talk
of a loving God,” she told CNS.
‘War challenges that image of
God and we help our students
to understand the veteran’s
journey and be willing to listen to reasons why someone
has given up their tradition or
may be searching.”
Sister Mitchell said pastoral
care to veterans requires understanding “veteran culture
and the culture of war,” with
their attendant high rates of
post-traumatic stress disorder, suicide, alcoholism and
substance abuse. “It’s not so
much different as more intense,” she said.
“You can’t go to war and

come home the same. Not
everyone comes home with
problems, but all look at life a
little differently.”
Sister Mitchell said she has
changed in the year since she
transferred from a similar job
in a civilian hospital to the
veterans’ health care system.
“I know I’m different and the
experience itself has been the
education—just walking in
every day and seeing the sign
over the door. It reads, ‘The
price of freedom is evident
here’,” she said.
Father Ivan Tykhovytch is a
full-time pastor at Holy Ghost
Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Brooklyn and part-time veterans’ chaplain whose experience as an Army chaplain on
active duty in Iraq helps him
relate to the men and women
he counsels
(During an 18-month deployment in Iraq, he was the
only Catholic chaplain for the
First Marine Division, then
served the 82nd Airborne in
Ramadi and also ministered
to coalition forces from
Ukraine, who were pleasantly
surprised to find a chaplain of

their rite.)
He said the returning soldiers are comfortable, feel
safe and can be themselves in
a veterans’ facility, knowing
they won’t be judged or
stereotyped.
Catholic chaplains in the
military and at veterans’ facilities are required to be priests,
according to the Archdiocese
for the Military Services. The
archdiocese is responsible for
pastoral ministry and spiritual
services to those in the U.S.
Armed Forces in 29 countries
and patients in 153 Veterans’
Affairs medical centers.
According to John Schlager,
archdiocesan general counsel,
there are 232 active duty military chaplain priests and approximately 300 full- and
part-time chaplain priests
serving in veterans’ facilities.
Father Sioleti was born in
Italy and ordained as a
Conventual Franciscan in his
mother’s
hometown
in
Greece. While studying in the
U.S. and serving in a New
Jersey parish, he was drawn to
explore ministry in a secular
institute, which includes

of the trauma patient population that came in. I think what
happened is we noticed that
they have unique needs.”
Prior to instituting the protocol in 2008, the average
length of stay for senior citizens at the hospital was about
five days. That has been reduced by 10 percent to a fourday stay, she said.
“Our emergency and trauma staff try to rapidly identify
… senior citizens and bump
them up in the queue to get
them help,” Bourg said.
Both hospitals also enacted
approaches to help senior citizens prevent serious injury
and better their health.
St. Anthony Hospital will
help seniors modify their
homes to avoid injury and
Lutheran Exempla has a fulltime case manager to see that
seniors are returning to a
home, assisted-living community or other facility that
meets their needs.
“What we’re doing really has
to do with their overall care,”
Bourg said.
Specialized treatment and
care for seniors will spread to
hospitals across the state and
nation, Dionne said.
For Cooper, her treatment
at Exempla Lutheran was the
best experience she’s had in
an ER.
“I think seniors can get
much more apprehensive
over
health
problems,”
Cooper said. “It was a nice
positive experience even
though I didn’t go there for the
best reason.”

priests and married couples.
In 2000, he transferred to
Voluntas Dei, a pontifical institute based in Quebec.
Before he joined the VA in
2001, he held a similar position at the now-closed Cabrini
Hospital in Manhattan.
Father Sioleti said it is satisfying to “empower, educate
and guide chaplains to minister more effectively and care
for the spiritual needs of our
veterans.” He sees the benefits
of religion and spirituality to
veterans’ healing.
In an ideal world, he said,
his administrative duties
would allow more time for visits with veterans. Jose Garcia
was an Army sergeant in
World War II and Korea. Now
90 years old and bedridden,
he looks forward to seeing a
VA chaplain in the Brooklyn
home he shares with his
daughter, Frances.
She said, “It gives him a high
spirit to be with the chaplain,
make confession and receive
Communion. Our local parish
is up to its neck with elderly
people and has no one to send
to him.”
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Catholic author encourages prayers for souls in purgatory
BY JULIE FILBY

Though purgatory can be
considered strictly a place of
punishment, author Susan
Tassone describes it as a
“masterpiece
of
God’s
mercy.”
“It’s not punishment—it’s a
loving purgatory,” explained
Tassone, who has written six
books on the subject including, “Praying With the Saints
for the Holy Souls in
Purgatory.”
“(God) gives us this chance
to cleanse … to purify our
souls with his own attributes.”
On All Souls’ Day, Nov. 2,
Catholics pray for the poor
souls in purgatory—those believed to be completing their
journey to heaven. In accordance with Church teaching,
purgatory is a place for those
who departed life in God’s
grace, “not entirely free from
venial faults, or have not fully
paid the satisfaction due to
their transgressions.”
From the earliest days of
Christianity, the Church
taught that praying for the
dead was an obligation, an act
of charity believed to help
souls enter into the fullness of
heaven more quickly.
“They’re
called
‘poor’
(souls) because they can no
longer merit,” said Tassone.
“They rely totally on us.
They’re called poor because
they don’t know when they
will reach heaven … the soul

THE COVER to “Praying With
the Saints for the Holy Souls in
Purgatory” by Susan Tassone.
cries out: ‘God! God! I must be
with God!’”
“The best devotion to help
the holy souls is the holy sacrifice of the Mass,” said
Tassone, who herself has led
efforts to raise more than $2
million for stipends for some
400,000 Masses for the dead
worldwide. “It’s the most efficacious means to relieve and
release
these
suffering
souls.”
“Offer Gregorian Masses for
them,” Tassone suggested.
“Put them in your will!”
Along with the Mass; the
rosary, Stations of the Cross,
eucharistic adoration and the
Divine Mercy Chaplet are
very powerful devotions because of the indulgences at-

tached to them that can be
offered for deceased loved
ones.
According to the Catechism
of the Catholic Church (No.
958), the souls in purgatory
can intercede on behalf of the
living: “Our prayer for them is
capable not only of helping
them, but also of making
their intercession for us effective.”
“The more you pray for
them, the more effective their
intercession is for you,” said
Tassone. “You’ve got to remember who they are: our
aunts, uncles, mothers, brothers, sisters, our lawyers, our
priests … people (who) have
been entwined in the fabric of
our lives.
“Pray especially for priests
and consecrated religious because we tend to ‘canonize’
them and leave off too soon
our prayers for them. They are
some of the most abandoned
souls.”
While the Church devotes
the
entire
month
of
November to pray for the
souls in purgatory, Tassone
stressed the importance of
praying for them throughout
the year.
“Remember the holy souls
all year-round,” she said.
“They suffer day and night
without any repose.”
“Never stop praying for the
dead even if they are already
in heaven,” she added.
“Thomas Aquinas tells us that
if a soul is already in heaven

Priest’s delightful book highlights
importance of humor to the spiritual life
BY BRIAN WELTER

“Between Heaven and
Mirth” uses biblical passages,
personal anecdotes and
saints’ stories to show the importance of humor to the
spiritual life. The book shows
the psychological side to belief, and humor’s role in
healthy spirituality. It is an
easy read that moves quickly
along.
Jesuit Father James Martin
discusses joy, and its relationship to humor. He highlights
Pope John XXIII, who was famous for his lighter side, especially aimed at himself: “‘Dear
Pope,’ wrote Bruno (an 11year-old boy), ‘I am undecided. I don’t know if I want to be
a policeman or a pope. What
do you think?’
“‘My dear Bruno,’ wrote the
pope, ‘if you want my opinion,
learn to be a policeman, for
that cannot be improvised. As
regards being pope, anyone
can become the pope. The
proof is that I have become

that such humor can fight the
vice of pride. Humor can also

See Humor, Page 16
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THE COVER to "Between
Heaven and Mirth: Why Joy,
Humor and Laughter Are at
the Heart of the Spiritual Life"
by James Martin, S.J.
one. If you are ever in Rome,
please stop by and I will be
glad to talk this over with
you.’”
The author makes the point

and we continue to pray for
them, they receive ‘accidental
glory,’ an increase in its intimacy with God and an increase in its intercessory
power.”
Tassone also urged establishing a commitment to pray
for those near death. She encouraged membership in the
Pious Union of St. Joseph, a
ministry founded by newlycanonized St. Louis Guanella.

BOOK
Title: “Praying With the
Saints for the Holy Souls in
Purgatory”
Author: Susan Tassone
Publisher: Our Sunday Visitor
(paperback, 2009); 128 pp.,
$9.95

This column was first published online at the Catholic
News Agency, www.catholic
newsagency.com.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Limited Edition Book: "The
Pinnacled Glory of the West," a
reprinted and updated history of
the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception is now
available for purchase. Cost is
$24.95 plus tax and shipping. Call
303-520-9986 or email
archives@archden.org.
Anointing of the Sick: at Our Lady
of Mount Carmel Church, 3549
Navajo St., Denver, followed by a
blessing of the St. Peregrine relic.
Call 303-455-0447.
Nov. 12: 8 a.m. Mass
St. Cecilia Mass: at Immaculate
Conception Church, 715 Cabrini
Drive, Lafayette, for all archdiocesan musicians. A reception will follow the Mass. Call 303-715-3221.
Nov. 19: 9 a.m. Choir Rehearsal
10 a.m. Mass
Dedication of St. Catherine of
Siena Church: at 4200 Federal
Blvd., Denver. Event kicks off the
centennial year celebration.
Brunch and refreshments afterwards. Call 303-455-9090 or visit
www.saintcatherine.us.
Nov. 26: 10 a.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Information Session: for Bishop
Machebeuf High School with
Bishop Conley and Jesse Skipwith,
principal. To be held at St. Thomas
More Church, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. RSVP: email tmken
ny31@yahoo.com or call 720-9870705.
Nov. 10: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Silver Bell Ball: at the Grand Hyatt
Hotel, 1750 Welton St., to benefit
Mount St. Vincent Home, which
supports abused and neglected
children. Dinner, auctions and live
music by Hazel Miller. For tickets,
call 303-458-7220 ext. 346 or
visit www.msvhome.org.
Nov. 11: 5:30 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Bingo Night: at Sts. Peter and Paul
Church, 3900 Pierce St., Wheat
Ridge. Chili dinner included. Call
303-984-6262.
Nov. 11: 6 p.m. dinner
7 p.m. bingo
Christkindl Market: at Sacred
Heart of Jesus School, 1317
Mapleton Ave., Boulder. Christmas
gifts inspired by Germany’s markets. Call 303-447-2362 or visit
www.shjchristmasmarket.com.
Nov. 12: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Nov. 13: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Craft Fair: at Nativity of Our Lord
Church, 900 W. Midway Blvd.,
Broomfield. Admission is a nonperishable food item. Call 303469-0670 for information.
Nov. 12: 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 13: 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Book and Bake Sale: at
Immaculate Conception Church,
715 Cabrini Drive, Lafayette. Funds
are given to the needy.
Nov. 12: 10 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Nov. 13: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Kids Concert: called Coo Coo
Cachoo at Children’s Museum of
Denver, 2121 Children’s Museum
Drive. Cost is $5 for museum admission. For more information call
303-892-5600 or email katz@chil
drenschorale.org.
Nov. 12: 11 a.m.
Fall Catholic Speed Dating: for
singles ages 30 to 40 will meet at
Lodo’s Bar and Grill, 3053 W.
104th Ave., Westminster. Call
720-309-5321 or email date
catholic@aol.com.
Nov. 12: 3 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
End of Life Discussion: at St.
Martin de Porres Church, 3300
Table Mesa Drive, Boulder. Scott
Dunn, an attorney and former
radio show host of “Rome in the
Rockies,” will led the topic “End
of Life Planning and the Law from
a Catholic Perspective.” No cost
to attend.
Nov. 12: starts 6:15 p.m.
following the 5 p.m. Mass
Denver YACHT Club: a social network for young adult Catholics
will attend a University of Denver
hockey game. Tickets are $20.
Contact denveryachtclub
@gmail.com to sign up.
Nov. 12: 7 p.m.
Denver Chesterton Society: will
meet to discuss the book “The
Poet and the Lunatics” by G.K.
Chesterton. No cost to attend the
meeting held at the Cardinal
Stafford Library’s Chesterton
Reading Room, 1300 St. Steele St.,
Denver. Call 303-963-6353 or visit
denver-chesterton-society.org.
Nov. 14: 7:15 p.m. - 9:15 p.m.
Open House: for preschool
through eighth grade at Sacred
Heart of Jesus School, 1317
Mapleton Ave., Boulder. Call 303447-2362.
Nov. 15: 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Discussion on the Biological Links:
between breast cancer, abortion
and birth control hosted by the
Catholic Medical Association.
Dinner and discussion led by an

obstetrician and pharmacist.
Event begins with Mass and discussion follows at Bonfils Hall on
the John Paul II Center campus,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Email
denvercathmed@gmail.com or
visit www.denvercma.org.
Nov. 16: 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

ture Harry Simeone’s “Sing We
Now of Christmas,” a compilation
of traditional Christmas music.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $15
for students, seniors and military.
Call 303-892-5922 or visit
coloradochoir.org.
Dec. 2 and Dec. 3: 7:30 p.m.

Holiday Fundraiser: for the elderly
at the the Little Sisters of the
Poor-Mullen Home, 3629 W. Lowell
Blvd., Denver. Various Christmas
items, food and gifts will be for
sale.
Nov. 18: 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Nov. 19: 8 a.m.- 2 p.m.

Potluck and Silent Auction: at St.
Martin de Porres, 3300 Table Mesa
Drive, Boulder. Raffle held during
this annual event. Tickets are $25.
Attendance not necessary to win a
prize. For more information and
tickets, call 303-499-7744.
Dec. 3: 6 p.m.

Opening of Boulder Gabriel House:
that will be blessed by Bishop
James Conely at 2885 Aurora
Ave., Boulder. The ministry supports women and children. Call
303-377-1577 or email gabriel
housedenver@yahoo.com for information.
Nov. 18: 1 p.m.

Holiday Used Book Sale: at the
Denver Public Library, 10 W. 14th
Ave. Parkway, Denver. Call 720865-2051 or visit dplfriends.org.
Dec. 8 - Dec. 10

Seeds of Hope: invites you to
share in an Evening of Hope at
Grand Hyatt Denver, 1750 Welton
St., with keynote speaker
Immaculee Ilibagiza, survivor of
the 1994 Rwandan genocide. Call
303-715-3186 or visit www.seeds
ofhopetrust.org. RSVP by Nov. 11.
Nov. 18: 5:30 p.m.
Community Shred Day: hosted by
Boys Hope Girls Hope of Colorado
to prevent identity theft. Held at
Regis Jesuit High School in the
Boys Division lower lot. $20 donation suggested. For more information, call 720-524-2061 or email
lpera@bhgh.org.
Nov. 19: 9 a.m. - noon
Holy Family Altar and Rosary
Society: will host a bake, craft
and garage sale, with homemade
cinnamon rolls. To be held in the
parish center, 4356 Utica St.,
Denver.
Nov. 19: 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Nov. 20: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Art and Craft Fair: at St. Rose of
Lima, 1345 W. Dakota Ave., Denver.
Handcrafted items for sale. Call
303-778-7673.
Nov. 19: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Nov. 20: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Pancake Breakfast: at Holy Rosary
Parish, 4688 Pearl St., Denver.
Cost is $5. Call 303-297-1962 or
visit holyrosarydenver.com
Nov. 20: 8 a.m. - noon
Bishop’s Lecture Series: featuring
Thomas Madden of St. Louis
University will present “The
Crusades: Then and Now” at
Bonfils Hall, John Paul II Center
campus, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver. Call 303-715-3123 or email
info@archden.org.
Dec. 1: 7 p.m.
Christmas Concert: hosted by the
Colorado Choir at Augustana
Lutheran Church, 5000 E. Alameda
Ave., Denver. The concert will fea-

Quilt Raffle: to benefit renovation
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish in Littleton. Raffle tickets
are $1 each or 6 for $5 and are
available through the parish office. Call 303-703-8538 or visit
www.olmcfssp.org/cms.
Dec. 11: raffle at 12:30 p.m.
Camp and Tour: with the National
Catholic Youth Choir for students
entering the 10th, 11th and 12th
grades. Cost is $900 excluding
airfare for the 15-day camp and
tour at St. John’s University in
Collegeville, Minn. Applications
accepted through the first week
of March. Call 320-363-3154 or
visit www.catholicyouth choir.org.
June 12 - 27, 2012
St. Pius X Grade School Reunion:
is being planned for next summer.
Contact stpiusxgradeschoolre
union@hotmail.com with any contact information of former classmates or visit www.stpiusxgrade
schoolreunion.com. Cost is $25.
July 14, 2012

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Nova et Vetera Conference: sponsored by the Augustine Institute.
Topic is “Seeing Jesus through
the Eyes of Pope Benedict.”
Speakers include Scott Hahn and
Edward Sri. Visit www.augustinein
stitute.org for information.
Nov. 11 - 12
Serenity Retreat: open to anyone
interested in recovery from alcoholism and other addictions
through the spirituality of the 12
steps. Sacred Heart Jesuit Retreat
House, 4801 N. Highway 67, Sedalia.
Call 303-688-4198 ext. 122 or visit
sacredheartretreat.org.
Nov. 11 - 13
Fall Retreat: at Mother Cabrini
Shrine, 20189 Cabrini Blvd.,
Golden. Includes Mass and presentation on Blessed Kateri
Tekakwitha. Cost is $10. For information call 720-318-8603.
Nov. 12: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Scipture Day of Reflection: on the
Book of Ruth at Benet Hill
Monastery, 3190 Benet Lane,
Colorado Springs. Call 719-6330655 ext. 132 or visit benethill
monastery.org.
Nov. 12: 9 a.m.- noon
Explore the Book of Tobit: at Most
Precious Blood Church, 2250 S.
Harrison St., Denver. Cost is $15.
Registration required by calling
303-756-3083 or emailing mac
rina@mpbdenver.org.
Nov. 16: 10 a.m. - noon
RCIA Training: informational session on the catechumenate at the
John Paul II Center, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver. Topics include concerning the baptized and the unbaptized, how to do Breaking
Open the Word, the Rite of
Acceptance and welcome, and
planning the catechetical session.
Cost is $15. Call 303-715-3260 to
register.
Nov. 19: 8 a.m. - noon
Lecture on the Death Penalty:
given by Sister Helen Prejean, author of “Dead Man Walking” and
“The Death of Innocents: An
Eyewitness Account of Wrongful
Executions.” This talk, sponsored
by Coloradans for Alternatives to
the Death Penalty organzation,
will be held at St. Michael the
Archangel Church, 19099 E. Floyd
Ave., Aurora. RSVP by Nov. 15 at
303-690-6797. No cost.
Nov. 30: 7 p.m.

PILGRIMAGES/TOURS
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land: with
Msgr. Thomas Fryar and Father
Frank Maroney from St. Francis of
Assisi Parish. $2,699 per person.
Call 303-715-3263.
Jan. 30 - Feb. 10, 2012
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land: with
with Father Tomas Fraile, C.R.,
from St. Cajetan Church.
Registration required. Call 303480-1082.
April 16 - 27, 2012
European tour: with Holy Cross
Church. Nine-day tour will include
visits to England, Germany,
Switzerland, Holland and France.
Cost is $1,417. For information, call
303-457-1997.
May 31 - June 9, 2012
Pilgrimage to Ireland: led by
Auxiliary Bishop James Conley. A
Register sponsored trip to the
50th International Eucharistic
Congress in Dublin. Call 303-7153207 or email tess.stone@arch
den.org.
June 9 - 18, 2012
Tour Hawaii: with the Knights of
Columbus and friends. Cost is
$2,966. Call 303-794-5459 for information. Fifteen-day trip will include visit to four islands.
Sept. 24 - Oct. 8, 2012
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‘Mighty Macs’ a feel good, family-friendly film Humor
From Page 13

BY JOSEPH MCALEER

NEW YORK (CNS)—“The
Mighty Macs” (Freestyle) is the
fact-based story of a women’s
basketball team from a
Catholic college who, through
the grit and determination of
their rookie coach, got a shot at
the national title.
This old-fashioned, familyfriendly film is “Sister Act”
without the singing, “Rocky”
with basketballs, and “The
Trouble with Angels” with Ellen
Bursytn in the Rosalind Russell
role of the mother superior.
The year is 1972, the feminist
movement is picking up steam,
and change is in the air. For
Cathy Rush (Carla Gugino), 23
and recently married, this
means searching for a role to
play beyond that of dutiful
housewife to her husband, Ed
(David Boreanaz). A star basketball player herself, Cathy
missed out on her own chance
for glory, as her college eliminated the sport.
Against Ed’s wishes, Cathy
takes a job at Pennsylvania’s
Immaculata College (now
University), run by the
Congregation of the Sisters,
Servants of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary. The stern mother superior, Mother St. John
(Bursytn), has no time for
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MARLEY SHELTON, who portrays Sister Sunday, and Carla
Gugino, who portrays head coach Cathy Rush, star in a scene
from the movie "The Mighty Macs."
sports; she’s trying to keep the
school afloat, fighting off appeals from the board and the
church to close its doors.
Impatient and irritable, she
gives Cathy free rein to build a
team from scratch.
This is Cathy’s big chance
and, although not a Catholic,
she is determined to fit in and
succeed, inspiring a ragtag
group of girls to become a
fighting force by believing in
themselves. They practice despite not having a court, with
improvised uniforms fashioned from nuns’ smocks.

Cathy’s faith never wavers, as
she hands out “We Will Be #1”
buttons all over town. Help arrives in the form of the
youngest nun, Sister Sunday
(Marley Shelton). Like Cathy,
she is struggling with her vocation, trying to find her place in
a traditional world. She also
shares an interest in basketball.
The two bond, and Sister
Sunday becomes the assistant
coach, drawing out the older
nuns to cheer the team on at
games.
Against all odds, the “Macs”
of Immaculata College make

their way to their sport’s firstever national championship
game. Cathy not only saves
herself and her marriage, but
the fortunes of the college—
melting the cold heart of
Mother St. John in the
process.
Directed by newcomer Tim
Chambers, “The Mighty Macs”
is a feel-good movie offering
lessons in friendship, teamwork, trust and perseverance.
For the most part, Catholicism
is treated with respect, but it
serves more as a colorful backdrop than a source for commentary.
Sister Sunday provides some
harmless comic relief. She
lends Cathy a habit so they can
qualify for free tickets on
United Airlines. (“Second nun
flies for free.”)
Explaining her call to the religious life, Sister Sunday expresses her love for Jesus. “That
whole Cana thing?” she observes, “Jesus just wanted
everyone to have a good time.”
The entire family will have a
good time at “The Mighty
Macs.”
The Catholic News Service
classification is A-I—general
patronage. The Motion Picture
Association of America rating is
G—general audiences. All ages
admitted.

BOOK
Title: “Between Heaven and
Mirth: Why Joy, Humor and
Laughter Are at the Heart of
the Spiritual Life”
Author: James Martin, S.J.
Publisher: HarperOne (San
Francisco, 2011). 247 pp.,
$25.99

provide a welcoming atmosphere, as it often reduces tension and stress, making people
feel at home when they are
strangers. A well-timed witty
remark can relieve the stress of
a given situation.
The book’s many anecdotes
show that religious people,
even saints and popes, can be
remarkably funny and goodhumored. Visitors to Thomas
Merton’s monastery could
never pick him out, because
he was always laughing and
smiling. They assumed that
such a prolific writer on the
spiritual life had to be
somber.
Father Martin invites us to a
more
joyful,
joke-filled
Christian life, because Jesus,
too, loved to laugh and tease
people, as reflected in his
parables.

