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Bishop Conley to lead pilgrimage
to Eucharistic Congress in Ireland
BY ROXANNE KING
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It’s called the “Emerald Isle”
and the “Island of Saints and
Scholars.” Lush, green Ireland
has a rich history of
Catholicism dating back to
the fifth century and of contributions to world literature,
music, dance and theater.
Next year, its capital and
largest city, Dublin, will play
host to the 50th International
Eucharistic Congress.
Bishop James Conley, apostolic administrator for the
Denver Archdiocese, will lead
a pilgrimage June 9-18 to this
gathering of the universal
Church, which is expected to
draw 25,000 participants to its
catecheses and 80,000 to the
closing Mass.
“Pilgrimages have always
held a privileged place in the
history of the Catholic
Church. This more noble kind
of travel has been a source of
grace and renewal in the life of
Christians for centuries,”
Bishop Conley said in a letter
inviting the faithful to the pilgrimage.
“The International Eucharistic Congress is a wonderful
opportunity to reflect on
Vatican II’s teaching that the
Eucharist is the ‘source and
summit’ of our faith because
it is our encounter with the
risen Christ himself,” he
added, noting that the
Eucharistic Congress is taking
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LUSH, green Ireland has a history of Catholicism dating back to the fifth century. Bishop
James Conley is leading a pilgrimage to the 2012 International Eucharistic Congress to be
held in Dublin in June.
place on the 50th anniversary
of the Second Vatican Council.

Sightseeing
The 10-day pilgrimage will
include five days of sightseeing. Sacred sites to be visited
include the famed Knock

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS

Enniskerry and Avoca in
County Wicklow and the spectacular Cliffs of Moher on the
coast. Historic sites pilgrims
will visit or view include
Trinity College, which houses
the Book of Kells; Dublin

See Congress, Page 12
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Shrine, where apparitions of
Mary, St. Joseph and St. John
the Evangelist were witnessed
in 1879; and the national
cathedral, St. Patrick’s, which
sits where the saint preached.
Highlights of the Irish landscape pilgrims will see include
the picturesque villages of
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1876 - 1945 / Feast - Nov. 3
In deference to his father, this German was ordained a diocesan priest first, then entered the
Jesuits in 1900. He led parish missions in
Germany, Switzerland and the Netherlands, and
was wounded as a chaplain in World War I. After
the war, he worked in Munich with the poor and
unemployed, directed a men’s sodality, and spoke
out against the rise of Adolf Hitler. The Nazis arrested him three
times, imprisoning him at Sachsenhausen and in an abbey. He was
freed in May 1945, but had a heart attack while saying Mass Nov. 1.

2 l C AT H O L I C L I F E

NOVEMBER 2, 2011 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Renovations aim to restore ‘mother church’

BISHOP’S COLUMN

BY NISSA LAPOINT

MOST REV.

JAMES D. CONLEY

The manner of receiving
holy Communion
This column continues the Denver Catholic Register’s New
Roman Missal series.
How we handle objects says a lot about how we regard them.
When looking at fine jewelry, for example, we are mindful to
handle the gems carefully. When observing fine works of art,
we don’t even touch them at all. When we hold a baby or hug a
loved one, we do so gently and with care. The things we handle
carefully are usually the things we hold in high esteem.
When it comes to the holy Eucharist, the living sacramental
presence of Jesus Christ, this should be true all the more.
Because we believe that Jesus Christ is truly present in the
Eucharist—body, blood, soul and divinity—we reserve the
Eucharist in a secure tabernacle, constructed of the finest materials available. We situate the tabernacle in a place of honor in
the Church, usually in the center of the sanctuary, and we genuflect before it.
To reverence our Lord’s sacramental presence, we use chalices and patens for the celebration of the Eucharist, not ordinary dishes. We call these “sacred vessels.” Made of precious
metal, they are set aside for sacred use only. Priests and deacons wear beautiful vestments during the celebration of the
Eucharist and most of us, out of respect for our Lord, put on
our “Sunday best” when we head to Mass.
When we receive our Lord in holy Communion, we should
receive him in the way we encounter a loved one: with reverence, care, gentleness and humility. For in the holy Eucharist,
the Catechism of the Catholic Church notes, “Christ, God and
man, makes himself wholly and entirely present” (1374).
Recently, Cardinal Antonio Canizares Llovera, prefect for the
Vatican’s Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of
the Sacraments, encouraged Catholics to consider receiving
holy Communion on the tongue as a “sign of adoration that
needs to be recovered.” When we do so, he said, we “know that
we are before God himself and that he came to us and that we
are undeserving.” To receive the Eucharist on our tongue, he
said, is to signify our humility before the Lord and to recognize
that it is God himself who feeds us.
For this reason, some Catholics choose to receive the
Eucharist not in their hands, but directly on their tongues.
Receiving the sacred host on our tongue ensures that we do not
treat Christ’s presence as an ordinary piece of bread.
Reception of holy Communion on the tongue has been a tradition of the Church for more than 15 centuries. It began,
largely, as an effort to affirm that the Eucharist was not a symbol or a ritual, but the living presence of Jesus Christ. In recent
years I have observed that a growing number of young
Catholics, particularly seminarians, choose now to receive holy
Communion on the tongue.
To be sure, the Church permits Catholics to receive the
Eucharist either on the tongue or in their hands, at the discretion of the one receiving holy Communion. Both modes of receiving holy Communion have their own value and their own
beauty.
Some Catholics feel more comfortable receiving the
Eucharist in their hands. For some, touching the Eucharist
makes them feel more connected to Jesus Christ himself. It
takes humility to accept the Lord, present and visible, in our
own hands. Many of the Fathers of the early Church recognized that our hands could be a “throne” for receiving holy
Communion—the Lord, the King of Kings. To make a throne
for the Lord with our hands is to signify our total commitment
to worship and to Christian service.
Catholics who receive in the hand should ensure, above all,
that their hands are clean as they prepare to literally touch the
presence of Christ. When they receive, St. John Damascene
counseled that they should put their hands “in the form of a
cross.” They should receive right away, not when they return to
their seat. To pluck, grab or pull the Eucharist into their hands is
a sign of great disrespect and could lead to accidentally drop-

See Conley, Page 4

The torn-up metal kneelers
that dropped with a loud
“thud” and the creaky wooden
pews that began to come
apart in the Cathedral Basilica
of
the
Immaculate
Conception prompted the
church to begin its next phase
of restorations.
“The pews are almost 100
years old, as old as the
church,” said Mary Ellen
Lederman, parish administrator. “The carpeting—I don’t
think it’s been replaced since
the ‘70s renovation.”
The church began another
series of renovations Oct. 17 to
replace the center aisle with
tile, lay new carpet, refurbish
the pews, and replace the
kneelers. Restoration of the
Cathedral Basilica, located at
1530 Logan St., has been an
ongoing effort since 2005 after
the staff began raising money
in 2002 at annual anniversary
celebration dinners and auctions, including the recent
“Non-Event Event” letter sent
out to seek donations, she
said.
The Cathedral Basilica, the
“mother church” of the
Denver Archdiocese, has
raised $600,000 and spent
about $1.25 million to complete the restorations over the
years, all in anticipation of the
upcoming centennial celebration.
“These (renovations) will
culminate with the 100th anniversary celebration next
year on Oct. 27, the date the
church was first used in 1912,”
said Msgr. Thomas Fryar, pastor and moderator of the
curia.
The plans are intended to
restore the interior of the
Cathedral Basilica to echo its
original structure, he said,
while replacing or moving
some fixtures such as the altar
and baptistery.
The current phase cost a little more than $250,000,
Lederman said, and is spaced
out over the coming months
to cause the least interruption
to Masses and the fewest
number of closures.
“It’s such a huge project and
we have not wanted to close
the church for an extended
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LABORERS work on renovations to the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception Oct. 25.
period,” she said. Daily and
weekend Masses at the
Cathedral Basilica resumed
Oct. 29.
Since the start of renovations, Robert Saas, a principal
architect at Eidos Architects
based in Greenwood Village,
Colo., has used historical photos of the church as his guide,
he said.
“We’ve been moving things
and changing things and
bringing back the historical
character of the church,” Saas
said. “We’ve been chipping
away on this on a year-by-year
basis.”
The first set of pews were recently shipped to RatiganSchottler, a company that
crafts and restores pews and
chairs, in Nebraska to be
sanded down and re-stained.
Burn marks from errant incense charcoals spotted the
carpet, which was replaced
last week in conjunction with
the new tile laid in the main
aisle. Twelve green marble
pieces were inserted in the tile
to symbolize the 12 apostles,
consistent with the original
architectural theme, Msgr.
Fryar said.
An ambry for the urns of sacred oils will also be installed.
In past years, the ambo and
vestibule were renovated, the
baptistery was moved inside
the church, the heavy wood
paneling of the ‘70s removed,
the walls re-plastered, accent
lighting installed, the Stations
of the Cross reframed to re-

TO DONATE
Donations are being accepted
to assist with renovation
costs to the “mother church”
of the archdiocese. Send contributions to: Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception 1530 Logan St.,
Denver, CO 80203

flect original designs, and the
confessionals remodeled in
lighter wood with the option
of face-to-face confessions,
Saas said.
Glass doors were added in
the back and the main elements of the Cathedral
Basilica were aligned, just as
in the original church, he
added.
“All the liturgical elements—the baptistery, the
altar and tabernacle—all line
up,” Saas said. “It just captures
your eyes.”
At a future date, the renovations will conclude with a
thorough cleaning of the
stained glass and entire repainting, he said, which is expected to cost more than a
million dollars.
The renovations have been
done in phases because of financial constraints, although
generous gifts from benefactors, anniversary celebration
dinners, auctions and estates
from deceased priests have
made the project possible,
Msgr. Fryar said.
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Grief support helps families heal after loss of a child
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Today, Nov. 2, is All Souls’ Day,
which remembers the departed.
When telling others about her
children, Megan Daly’s 6- and 8year-old daughters will stop to
remind her of the true number
in their family.
“‘Mom, we’re really an ‘eight’
family, not a ‘six’ family,’” Daly
said her daughters, Therese and
Alexis, will tell her.
With her husband, Mike, Daly
has taught their four children
about the dignity of human life
and remembers their two miscarried babies during nightly
family prayers.
They’ve sought support for
their grief of losing two children
by talking with others and recognizing their babies’ lives in a
dignified burial at Mount Olivet
Cemetery, she said.
“These babies were real, even
though we never got a chance to
meet them,” Daly said.
Every year in the United
States, 6 million women become pregnant and 2 million of
these pregnancies are lost, according to the American
Pregnancy Association.
Of these losses, 600,000
women experience a miscarriage and 26,000 women experience a stillbirth. The association
estimates that 27,864 infants
born every year will die before
their first birthday.
At Exempla Lutheran Hospital
in Wheat Ridge, Karen Rhoades,
solace coordinator, will see 10 to
15 miscarriages a month, although miscarriage cases in the
emergency room are not included in her count, she said.
For those women seeking
support after miscarriages, still-

Learn about historic figures in
Denver buried at Mount Olivet
Cemetery in a walking tour.
Twenty-five areas of the cemetery will be visited on a Catholicfocused tour led by employees.
Refreshments will be provided.
When: 9 a.m. – noon Nov. 5
Where: 12801 W. 44th Ave.,
Wheat Ridge
RSVP: requested by calling 303715-3221 or by emailing
liturgy.office@archden.org
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CHILDREN’S graves are lovingly decorated at Mount Olivet Cemetery, located at 12801 W. 44th
Ave. in Wheat Ridge.
births or sudden death, the hosFinding grief support was difThe proper and respectful
pital offers a solace program and ficult for Lisa Winkler who burial was helpful for Mike Daly,
a five-week support group.
buried her second miscarried he said.
“I think it is something people baby, Stephanie, at Mount Olivet
“The thought bothered me
hesitate to talk about,” Rhoades in October.
that the (hospital) would just
said. “For many women it’s a
“In a lot of situations a miscar- throw away our little one in a
very real big loss, and it can be riage is handled very medically,” biohazard bag,” he said. “The
minimized by society or even Winkler said. “It just happens Church in its goodness has recwell-intentioned friends or fam- and they move on—but as a par- ognized the beauty and dignity
ily.”
ent, you don’t.”
of life in the womb. It was tough
Good Samaritan Medical
Winkler and her husband, but also helpful to see our little
Center in Lafayette partners Stephen, along with the Dalys, one in a casket.”
with Exempla Lutheran’s pro- found healing and grief support
After a couple loses a child,
gram. Swedish Medical Center through Mount Olivet Cemetery hospital workers may also refer
in Englewood offers a similar and its charitable burial assis- them to a support group, faithseven-week program called tance for lost babies. Babies lost based program or church,
“Assistance with Grief.” St. through miscarriage or who are Rhoades said.
Anthony
Hospital
in stillborn or die from natural
St. Mary Parish in Littleton, All
Westminster no longer offers a causes may be buried without Souls Parish in Englewood and
birthing unit or grief support, charge in a communal burial, Guardian Angels Parish in
said Bev Lilly, public relations said Laura Zabel, funeral direc- Denver offer general grief supmanager for St. Anthony.
tor at Mount Olivet.
port programs. It’s uncommon

Dinner to honor Archbishop Chaput, benefit seminaries
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Deacon Ryan O’Neill is anticipating the time when he
can do what only priests can
do: transform bread into
Christ’s body, hear confessions and anoint the sick.
Deacon O’Neill and other
seminarians will share their
formation experience as part
of the Seminary Tribute
Dinner 5:30 p.m. Nov. 11 with
special guest Philadelphia
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., who will be honored for his work fostering the
two seminaries: St. John
Vianney
Theological
Seminary and Redemptoris
Mater
Archdiocesan
Missionary Seminary.
The annual benefit dinner
at the Seawell Ballroom of the
Denver Center for Performing
Arts complex will raise money
for the Archdiocese of
Denver’s seminarians.
More than 140 men are

WALKING TOUR
OF MOUNT OLIVET
CEMETERY

TRIBUTE DINNER
When: 5:30 p.m. Nov. 11
Where: Seawell Ballroom,
Denver Center for Performing
Arts, 1101 13th St., Denver
Tickets: range from $175-$250
per person; to purchase call
303-282-3441 or email melissa
.crowley@archden.org

studying to become priests at
the two seminaries that are
drawn from the Denver
Archdiocese, the nation and
across the world, said Deacon
John Neal, vice president of finance and operations for St.
John Vianney.
Current tuition, including
room and board, for seminarians is $25,910 a year, he said.
While both seminaries form
priests for the Denver
Archdiocese, St. John Vianney
also forms priests for those
dioceses lacking their own
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SEMINARIANS pray in Christ
the King Chapel at St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary.
seminary. Men from 13 different dioceses are formed at St.
John Vianney. Men from 17
countries, including the
United States, are formed at
Redemptoris Mater, where

they also receive missionary
training and may be sent anywhere in the world.
The formation process and
life at St. John Vianney has
been a challenge and blessing
for Deacon O’Neill, he said.
“It has definitely been the
most difficult and the most
fulfilling thing that I have
done with my life up to this
point,” he told the Denver
Catholic Register.
Since the doors opened at
the two seminaries, 72 men
have reached ordination,
Deacon Neal said, making it
one of the top U.S. seminaries.
Costs to attend the event
range from $175 to $250 per
person. For tickets, call Melissa
Cowley, St. John Vianney’s executive director of development, at 303-282-3441 or email
her at melissa.crowley@arch
den.org. Reservation deadline
is Nov. 4.

for couples to seek support for
lost babies at St. Mary, said
Caroline Chihoski, who ran its
“Footprints” group for 15 years.
Everyone seeking support is
educated about the grief process
and will share their experiences
with each other, Chihoski said.
“If you have people who understand that you will (repeat
your story) and are patient with
you, then you can work through
the grief much better than you
would otherwise,” Chihoski said.
The most beneficial part of
healing for Megan Daly, had
been finding other mothers who
also had miscarriages, and talking it through with them. Now
she and other mothers, like
Winkler, offer support to others
who experienced the same
thing.
The Daly family planned on
visiting their daughter, Mary,
who died in 2007, and son,
Dominic, who died in 2008, at
their graves at Mount Olivet on
All Souls’ Day.
“I don’t know if everybody
does it, but for us, they’re always
a part of our family,” Mike Daly
said.

ANNUAL
SEMINARY APPEAL
SET NOV. 5-6
Plans are under way for this
year’s diocesan-wide seminary collection to benefit
seminarians enrolled at St.
John Vianney Theological
Seminary and Redemptoris
Mater Archdiocesan
Missionary Seminary.
Seminarians will be assigned
a parish in the Denver
Archdiocese and will make a
presentation after the weekend Masses Nov. 5-6.
Parishes not assigned a seminarian will receive brochures
and envelopes to be distributed and returned in the
mail.
All funds collected go directly
toward the education of seminarians.

The Denver Center for
Performing Arts complex is at
1101 13th St. in Denver.
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Breaking bad liturgical habits
The long-awaited introduction of the new translation of
the Roman Missal on Nov. 27, the first Sunday of Advent, offers the Church in the Anglophere an opportunity to reflect
on the riches of the liturgy, its biblical vocabulary, and its virtually inexhaustible storehouse of images. Much of that vocabulary, and a great many of those images, were lost under
the “dynamic equivalence” theory of translation; they have
now been restored under the “formal equivalence” method of
translating. Over the next years and decades, the Catholic
Church will be reminded of just what a treasure-house of
wonders the liturgy is.
At the same time, the “changes in the words” offer the
Church a golden opportunity to confront, and then break,
some bad liturgical habits that have accumulated, like
unlovely barnacles on the barque of Peter, over the past several decades.
For example:
1. Holy Mass should never begin with a greeting or an injunction that is not in the Roman Missal. The first words the congregation hears from the celebrant should be the liturgical words
of greeting prescribed in the Sacramentary. At Masses where
there is no sung entrance hymn, the admonition “please stand”
should never be heard; if the priest-celebrant (or lector) recites
the Entrance Antiphon in an audible voice before processing to
the altar, everyone will get the message that Mass has begun,
and will stand without being told to do so.
2. Far too many lectors, including many of the best, begin
the responsorial psalm inappropriately, saying, “The responsorial psalm is…”—and then reciting the antiphon to the
psalm, which is not “the responsorial psalm” but its antiphon. The phrase “The responsorial psalm is…” should
thus be put under the ban. Forty-plus years into the liturgical
renewal, there is no need to do anything except intone or recite the antiphon that begins the responsorial psalm: by now,
the congregation surely knows that their next task is to repeat
the antiphon, either in song or by recitation.
3. Fully aware that I shall be accused by some of crankiness
bordering on misanthropy, let me repeat a point made in this
space before: the exchange of peace is not meant to be the occasion for a chat with the neighbors, but for the greetings of
those closest to us in church with a simple, evangelical salutation: “the peace of the Lord be with you;” “peace be with you;”
“the peace of Christ.” The longer conversations can be saved for
the narthex or vestibule (not “gathering space”).
4. The Communion antiphon, typically linked to the
Gospel of the day, is just as typically AWOL at Mass. If it is not
sung by the choir, it should be recited prior to the distribution of holy Communion, not afterwards, as if it were some
sort of afterthought.
5. Then there is silence. The rubrics prescribe various periods
of silent reflection at Mass, particularly after the reception of
holy Communion, so that the “still, small voice” of 1 Kings 19.12
(butchered by the New American Bible into “tiny whispering
sound”) might be heard. This is not a matter of doing something differently just to do something differently; it is a recognition that, in the liturgy, God speaks to us through silence as well
as through vocal prayer and Scripture. Reintroducing periods of
silence into the liturgy will require explanation from the pulpit;
but while priests and deacons are explaining the “new words,”
why not explain why the Church chooses silence over words at
some points in its worship?
The re-sacralization of the English used in the liturgy affords
all of us an opportunity to ponder just what it is we are doing at
Holy Mass: we are participating, here and now, in the liturgy of
angels and saints that goes on constantly around the Throne of
Grace where the Holy Trinity lives in a communion of radical
self-gift and receptivity. This is, in short, serious business, even
as it is joyful business. We should do it well, as the grace of God
has empowered us to do it well.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics
and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column
is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official
newspaper of the Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Nov. 6: 32nd Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Wisdom 6:12-16
• Psalm 63:2-8
• 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
• Matthew 25:1-13
Synopsis: As the liturgical year
comes to an end the readings
begin to focus on the “last
things” (death, judgment, heaven and hell). The book of
Wisdom, from which our first
reading is taken, begins by contrasting the wicked and the just,
the foolish and the wise (the
subject of this week’s Gospel).
The wicked don’t believe in God
or judgment or heaven or hell.
When life is over, it’s over.
“Hereafter we shall be as though
we had never been born,” they
say. In contrast, the “souls of the
righteous are in the hand of
God” and so their “hope is full of
immortality” (Wis 3:1, 4). Those
who attend to wisdom and justice, therefore, hold the key to
heaven. With that in mind, the
first reading urges us to earnestly seek wisdom. The second
reading also speaks of last things
when Paul says, “The Lord him-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Re-sanctifying
Halloween
One way to re-sanctify
Halloween is to learn to pronounce the name of the holiday
properly. Halloween is not
“Holloween.” We do not, after all,
say, “Our Father, who art in
heaven, HOLLOWED be thy
name.”
“Hollow” is what
plumbing pipes are.

Conley
From Page 2
ping the sacred host. An even
greater danger and sacrilege is
the possibility of someone
stealing a host for trivial or even
evil purposes. Sadly, this actually happens.
As we prepare to receive the
new English translation of the
Roman Missal on the first
Sunday of Advent, let us take
this opportunity to reflect on
the manner in which we receive
our Lord in holy Communion. It

self, with a word of command,
with the voice of an archangel
and with the trumpet of God,
will come down from heaven.”
In the early days of the Church
many Christians believed that
the second coming of the Lord
was imminent. When some
died, people wondered: “Where
is he? What shall become of our
loved ones?” Paul assures them
that as Jesus died and rose again,
so their loved ones will rise again
at the last day. The parable of the
wise and foolish virgins in this
week’s Gospel is not so much
about vigilance but about foresight and prudence (all 10 virgins, after all, fell asleep while
waiting). The difference between them is that one group
had the good sense to carry extra
oil, while the others didn’t. The
“oil” here serves the same purpose as the talents in the parable
that follows and the deeds of the
righteous in the parable of the
sheep and goats that closes out
the chapter.
Key verse: “But the wise
brought flasks of oil with their
lamps” (Mt 25:4).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “When he comes at the
end of time to judge the living
and the dead, the glorious Christ
will reveal the secret disposition
All over the world wherever
British English is used—in the
British Isles, Australia, New
Zealand, India—Halloween remains “Hallow-een,” rhyming
with “sallow-een.”
Doubtless it suits retailers to
have us all use Walmart English,
increasing market share, while
de-sacrilising everything.
Anyone wanna buy a used
witch’s outfit?
Milo Hurley
Denver
is my hope and prayer that we
not only use this historic moment in the liturgical life of the
Church to celebrate a new
English text of the Roman
Missal, but that we also make
this a time of true liturgical renewal in every aspect of our
worship and communion with
the Lord.
Some may choose to receive
the Lord on the tongue while
others choose to receive in the
hand. All of us should receive
with great reverence and respect. And to demonstrate reverence and respect, the Church

of hearts and will render to each
man according to his works and
according to his acceptance or
refusal of grace” (No. 682).

Pope Benedict XVI: “We
should become newly conscious of our own vocation to
eternal life, living in such a way
that we can one day stand before the judgment seat of God
with this present life of ours”
(“Values in a Time of
Upheaval”).

Life application: The point of
this week’s readings is that we
must be ready for the Lord by
building up our spiritual “bank
account.” The “oil” in this week’s
Gospel symbolizes those things
that will ultimately count at the
end of life: love and mercy and
the qualities that Jesus praises in
the Sermon on the Mount.
Being merciful for a day is one
thing, for example, being merciful every day for a whole lifetime
is another. Only at the end will
our wisdom or folly, our goodness or wickedness, be disclosed.

James Cavanagh is director of
Evangelization and Catechesis
for metro-area parishes of the
Denver Archdiocese. Cavanagh’s
column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register.
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and should include the writer’s name, address and telephone number. We rely on our
readers to recognize that the opinions expressed in letters to the editor are those of
the author and are not necessarily those of
the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation
or libelous statements will not be printed.
Unsigned letters will not be printed. Letters
may be edited. Send letters to: Editor,
Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-715-2045.
E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

asks us to offer a slight bow of
the head immediately before receiving holy Communion. For
to receive our Lord in holy
Communion is, indeed, the
most profound union we can
have with God this side of eternity.
Bishop James D. Conley is apostolic administrator of the Denver
Archdiocese. Father Daniel Cardo
and Father Marcus Mallick,
members of the archdiocese’s
Implementation Committee for
the New Roman Missal, contributed to this column.

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Nov. 2: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Nov. 3: Mass for seminarians and faculty, Christ the King Chapel, JPII Center (12:10 p.m.)
Nov. 4: Augustine Institute board of trustees meeting, Greenwood Village (1 p.m.)
Nov. 6: Speaker, White Rose Women’s Center annual benefit, Dallas, Texas
Nov. 7: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Alexander House benefit dinner, Lone Tree (6 p.m.)
Nov. 8: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Committee of Vicars and Directors meeting, JPII Center (9:30
a.m.); Mass and institution of lectors/acolytes, Redemptoris Mater Seminary, Holy Family of Nazareth
Chapel, JPII Center (5 p.m.)
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Deacon Sanchez dies at 79
BY JULIE FILBY

assignment before retiring from active
ministry in 2007 was St. Mary
Deacon Wilfred Sanchez, who Magdalene Parish in Denver.
served in active ministry for the
“He was a wonderful man,” said
Denver Archdiocese for 30 years, died Father Edward Poehlmann, pastor at
Oct. 22. He was 79.
Presentation of Our Lady. “He was very
A native of Alamosa, Deacon much loved in the parish … by people
Sanchez was born Feb. 1,
from way back.”
1932, to Silverio Sebastian
In his 30 years of service to
Sanchez and Lucia Petronilla
the Church, Deacon Sanchez
Gonzales. The family moved
was known for bringing smiles
to Denver in 1943 where he atto young and old alike, includtended Sacred Heart School
ing working as Santa Claus at
and
Annunciation
High
Christmas events. He was
School. In March 1952 he
honored with the St. George
joined the U.S. Navy, where he
Award from Bishop Casey for
DEACON
served in the Korean War on
his participation in the Boy
WILFRED
the aircraft carrier USS
Scouts of America program.
SANCHEZ
Oriskany. He remained active
Deacon Sanchez was humin the Navy until February 1956. He bled with the fact that his face was
also served in the Navy Reserves for used to model an oil-based painting of
four years.
St. Peter at Sacred Heart Church in
Upon his return to Denver he mar- Denver, a story he had shared with
ried his wife of 54 years, Herminia friends through the years.
Chavez, on June 8, 1957, at St.
Deacon Joseph Donohoe, director of
Elizabeth of Hungary Parish in Denver. deacon personnel, reflected on
The couple has eight children, 17 Deacon Sanchez’s ministry.
grandchildren and one great-grand“Deacon Wil made a statement on
child.
his application for the diaconate that
Deacon Sanchez worked for the read: ‘If He (Jesus) died for me, why
postal service for 43 years as a mail can’t I for him?’” he said. “By his witcarrier and clerk. He was ordained in ness to the faith and the support his
Denver’s second diaconate class on family gave to him, he lived out his life
April 2, 1977, by then-Archbishop wonderfully and with these words in
James Casey. After ordination, he was mind.”
assigned to Presentation of Our Lady
A funeral Mass was held at Sts. Peter
Parish in Denver for 13 years. He was and Paul Church in Wheat Ridge on
then assigned to St. Elizabeth Parish Oct. 27. Burial took place at Fort Logan
where he served for 12 years. His last Cemetery in Denver.

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
The following assignment from Rev. Eduardo Regal, superior generalis, Sodalitium
Christianae Vitae, Lima, Peru, is confirmed by Bishop James D. Conley, S.T.L., apostolic
administrator for Denver.
Rev. Daniel Cardó, S.C.V., appointed pastor, Holy Name Parish, Englewood, Colo., effective
Oct. 23, 2011, for a six-year period.

The following assignment by Most Rev. William J. Dendinger, bishop of Grand Island,
Grand Island, Neb., is confirmed by Bishop James D. Conley, S.T.L., apostolic administrator for Denver.
Rev. John E. Schlaf, granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective
immediately, until his ministry in the archdiocese is completed.

The following assignment by Rev. David Nicgorski, O.M.V., provincial, Oblates of the Virgin
Mary, Boston, Mass., is confirmed by Bishop James D. Conley, S.T.L., apostolic administrator for Denver.
Rev. William Neubecker, 0.M.V., granted presbyteral facuIties of the Archdiocese of
Denver, effective Sept. 27, 2011, until March 31, 2012. He will be in residence at Holy Ghost
Parish, Denver, Colo.
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Pope says Assisi participants
represent all who work for peace

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—
Thanking the 300 delegates who
joined him for a peace pilgrimage to Assisi, Pope Benedict XVI
said they represent billions of
people—believers and nonbelievers—committed to making
the world a better place. The
gathering was “a vivid expression of the fact that every day,
throughout the world, people of
different religious traditions live
and work together in harmony,”
the pope told the delegates Oct.
28, the morning after they had
gone by train with him to Assisi.
He said the “day of reflection, dialogue and prayer for justice and
peace” also was a sign of “the

CNS PHOTO/L'OSSERVATORE ROMANO VIA REUTERS

POPE BENEDICT XVI greets unidentified delegates from the
Assisi, Italy, interfaith gathering Oct. 28 at Vatican.
friendship and fraternity which dialogue. Pope Benedict gave
has flourished” thanks to the ef- special thanks to the four
forts of pioneers in interreligious guests—philosophers and secular humanists—who represent
people of good will who follow
no religious tradition, but are
committed to the search for
truth. They have been willing to
share this pilgrimage with us as
a sign of their desire to work together to build a better world,”
he said. After the papal audience
in the frescoed Clementine Hall
of the Apostolic Palace, the delegates had lunch in the atrium of
the Vatican audience hall with
Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone,
Vatican secretary of state.

Study finds divide exists in how
Catholics read Church news
WASHINGTON (CNS)—A
Catholic Press Associationcommissioned study showed
that 26 percent of adult
Catholics had read a print
copy of their diocesan newspaper or magazine in the past
three months, but only 4 percent had gone to their computer to view the online version of the publication.
The study also revealed that
readership of Catholic newspapers has held steady over
the past six years, a far cry
from the daily newspaper
business, which has recorded
continuous declines in revenue, readership, advertising
and employment.
One area that showed a
drop was Catholic readers’
awareness of nationally distributed Catholic newspapers
and magazines. But, counterbalancing the low numbers of
Catholics going to the Web to
read their diocesan newspaper, there was a marked increase in the percentage of
Catholics visiting their parish’s
website, up from 9 percent in
a similar study in 2005 to 14
percent in the 2011 study.
Both the 2011 and 2005

studies were conducted by the
Center for Applied Research in
the Apostolate at Georgetown
University. The 2011 study was
funded with a grant from the
Catholic
Communication
Campaign.
“The differences between
some of the religious market
and the secular market was
something we were curious
about, and readership patterns showed up very strongly
in the print publications,” said
Tim Walter, CPA executive director. “I was hoping that it
would be verified, so I was
pleased with the results.” The
study gives solid evidence that
Catholic newspaper readers
are loyal to the print format.
CPA leaders have wrestled
with how to approach the hypothetical diocesan chief financial officer who would
argue that “you can put this
newspaper online and we can
save a lot of money and it can
be just as effective,” Walter
told Catholic News Service.
“What it verified is that if
you take away this print product, you don’t have another
communications tool to reach
them.”

U.S. Catholics give mixed reaction
to Vatican’s economy document
WASHINGTON (CNS)—U.S.
Catholics have mixed feelings
about the Vatican’s ideas on how
to fix today’s troubled global
economy. The proposals, outlined in a document released
Oct. 24, include overhauling the
world’s financial systems, establishing a global authority to
manage the economy and creating a “world reserve fund” to

support poor countries. Catholic
reaction to the document was
immediate, with critics and supporters of the ideas issuing statements soon after the document
was released in several languages including 18 pages of a
provisional translation in
English. The text, “Toward
Reforming the International
Financial and Monetary Systems

in the Context of Global Public
Authority,” was prepared by the
Pontifical Council for Justice and
Peace. The document doesn’t
entirely break new ground, because much of it reiterates the
development
of
Catholic
thought on economic disparity
and need to work for the common good. It highlights encyclicals from Pope John XXIII’s 1963
“Pacem in Terris” (“Peace on
Earth”) to Pope Benedict’s 2009
“Caritas in Veritate” (“Charity in
Truth”). Almost 50 years ago,
Pope John XXIII spoke of the
need to develop some type of
universal financial authority to
address the growing inequality
between the world’s rich and
poor. And just two years ago,
Pope Benedict called for a rethinking of economics guided
not simply by profits but by “an
ethics which is people-centered.” Those who disliked the
new document and some of the
attention it received were quick
to point out that it was not officially signed by Pope Benedict
and therefore didn’t have the
weight of an encyclical. Others
saw it as a direct link to the current frustration about the economy and speculated that it
could be a manifesto of sorts for
the Occupy Wall Street movement.
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St. Cecilia Mass set Nov. 19
BY JULIE FILBY

ST. CECILIA MASS

The annual Mass to honor the patron
saint of musicians, St. Cecilia, will be held
When: 10 a.m. Nov. 19 (9 a.m. choir reat 10 a.m. Nov. 19 at Immaculate
hearsal, 11:30 a.m. reception)
Conception Church in Lafayette. Bishop
Where: Immaculate Conception Church,
James D. Conley, apostolic administrator
715 Cabrini Drive, Lafayette
for the Denver Archdiocese, will be the
Questions: 303-715-3221 or email
main celebrant.
liturgy.office@archden.org
During the celebration Bishop Conley
will present St. Cecilia Awards to pastoral
musicians for their efforts in the field of quently arrested for burying their bodies,
sacred music. There will also be a special and sentenced to death.
St. Cecilia is regarded
blessing for archdioceas the patroness of music
san musicians.
and musicians because it
All are welcome to atwas said during her wedtend the Mass including
ding to Valerian that she
cantors, choir members,
did not hear the nuptial
music directors, friends,
music, for she was
family, clergy and parishsinging silently in her
ioners. Choir members
heart to God. She is frethroughout the archdioquently depicted playing
cese are invited to sing in
an organ or other musia combined choir at the
cal instrument. Her feast
Mass, with an informal
day is Nov. 22.
rehearsal taking place
The Mass is sponfrom 9-9:45 a.m.
sored
by
the
According to legend,
Archdiocesan
Music
St. Cecilia, virgin and
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR
Committee and the
martyr of the Church,
STATUE of St. Cecilia at St.
archdiocese’s Office of
was a young Christian of
Thomas More Church in
Liturgy.
Immaculate
high rank betrothed to a
Centennial.
Conception Church is
Roman named Valerian.
Through her influence, Valerian was con- located at 715 Cabrini Drive in Lafayette.
verted, and ultimately martyred along A reception will follow at 11:30 a.m. For
with his brother, when the two refused to more information, call 303-715-3221 or
renounce their faith. Cecilia was subse- email liturgy.office@archden.org.

Conference to explore Christ
through eyes of Pope Benedict XVI

The Augustine Institute is sponsoring perspective of the publication’s founder
a conference Nov. 11-12 that will be in- Cardinal Charles Journet.
The first day of the conference will have
spired by Pope Benedict’s two volumes
an academic focus. It will be held
called “Jesus of Nazareth.” The
from 12:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. Nov. 11
conference is open to the pubat the Institute, 3001 S. Federal
lic.
Blvd. in Denver. Guest speakers
Titled, “Seeing Jesus through
who will focus on talks aimed for
the Eyes of Pope Benedict,” the
the general public will gather
conference will host speakers infrom 8:20 a.m. to 2:20 p.m. Nov.
cluding apologist Scott Hahn
12 at St. Thomas More Church,
and author-professors Edward
Sri and Tim Gray.
SCOTT HAHN 8035 S. Quebec St. in Centennial.
Conference registration for
The conference will draw
speakers that are scholars of Nova et both days is $25 for students and $75 for
Vetera, a Swiss journal the Augustine general registration. For more informaInstitute publishes in English that follows tion, call 303-937-4420 or visit www.
the ecclesial, Thomistic and dialogical augustineinstitute.org.
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Catholic apps make faith aids mobile
BY JULIE FILBY

Consider starting the day
praying the rosary or Divine
Office with a smartphone in
one hand, a cup of coffee in
the other. “There’s an app for
that”—to borrow the familiar
catchphrase of electronics
and software giant Apple.
Today’s technology offers
Catholics many tools for praying, communicating and
learning about their faith. One
such tool comes in the form of
“apps.” “Apps,” short for “applications,” are special software programs used on a
smartphone and other mobile
device such as the Android,
iPhone, BlackBerry or iPad.

Apps generally perform just
one function, or provide some
form of entertainment.
“Apps are a great way to put
your message—quite literally—into your parishioners’
pockets or purses,” said Jeff
Geerling, web developer and
chief technology officer for
flockNote, a parish communications company. “Apps that
provide value and meaning to
a Catholic can keep that person in touch … even if it’s
something as simple as an
app that displays recent news
and allows a parishioner to
listen to homilies or podcasts.”
While members of the
younger generation used to be

the primary users of apps,
driving sales and popularity;
today all age groups are using
them.
“Your aunt, your grandpa
and your cousins are using
apps; and sharing apps they
love,” he said. “It’s true there’s
still a large population of the
world that doesn’t have a
smartphone, but by the end
of this year about half the
people in the United States
will—that’s a pretty large audience!”
Those figures, as reported in
a March 2010 survey released
by The Nielsen Company, attributed the growth projection to falling prices, increasing capabilities, and the explosion of apps available for
the devices.
“I’m excited about the opportunities given us by mobile
technology and tablet computers,” said Geerling. “More
people than ever are able to
receive our messages of love,
redemption and hope.
“We just need to make sure
we are always there for people, those on the ‘digital continent,’ by having our content
available in apps (and other
sources),” he added.

Favorite Catholic apps
With input from Geerling—
and Mark Hart, executive vice
president of the popular
youth ministry program, Life
Teen International—the following list was compiled of
their personal favorite apps,
along with those they believe
to be most widely used by
Catholics.
“iPieta” (www.ipieta.com):
Great one-stop shop for
Catholics who want to grow in
their faith. It includes the
Bible, feast days, daily readings, devotions and prayers;
writings of saints, popes and

CNS PHOTO/NANCY WIECHEC

AMONG the more than 140 million applications for smartphones—or "apps" as they're better known—are several aimed at
helping Catholics bolster their faith.
Church fathers, and Catholic
commentaries.
“It’s perfect for people who
want to go deeper,” said Hart.
“A really handy wealth of
Catholic information to have
right in your hand.”
“Universalis” (www.univer
salis.com): A similar but lessrobust alternative to iPieta.
“It doesn’t take as much
space,” explained Hart.
“New Mass” (www.TheFaith
Explained.com): This app was
designed to help prepare for

changes to the Roman Missal
by listing the current translation of prayers, the new translation (that will be implemented Nov. 27) and a brief
explanation for the change.
“A quick, but needed, app
regarding the upcoming
Missal changes,” according to
Hart.
“iBreviaryTS” (www.ibrevia
ry.com, site requires translation): Handy for anyone who
prays the Liturgy of the Hours.
“Carrying around your breviary (books) can get a little
heavy and cumbersome, especially when traveling,” said
Hart. “But this app puts the
lauds, daytime prayers, vespers and compline right in
your hand all day, every day.”
“Divine Office” (www.divi
neoffice.org): Comparable to
“IBreviaryTS,” according to
Geerling.
“They took something
that’s often cumbersome—
praying the Liturgy of the
Hours using four different
books—and make it very easy
to do,” he said.
Other apps on the list of favorites were: “Confession,”
“iMissal,” “Catholic Mass
Times,” “Catholic News Live,”
“iRosary” and “Compendium
of the Catechism.” Some apps
are free; many are as low as
$.99-$3.99. Premium apps
can run up to $20.
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THE GOOD NEWS ON YOUTH

CHRISTOPHER STEFANICK

Young people and gay marriage
Last year a bill to legalize civil unions was defeated in Colorado. The legislation will be back again when Colorado’s legislative session begins in
January.
Civil unions are basically marriage under a different name—a distinction
without a difference. One of the rallying cries of the proponents of gay marriage is that young people overwhelmingly support it.
I’m sure that if polled most young people would support a four-hour
school day, though their opinion is generally overlooked in such important
matters. Since it is not being overlooked with this issue, I think it’s worth
considering what they actually think about gay marriage and why they
think it.
According to a Washington Post-ABC News poll, a decrease in age directly
corresponds to an increase in acceptance of gay marriage. Among those 65
and older, 30 percent support gay marriage. Among those ages 30 to 64 that
number increases to 47 percent. And among 18- to 29-year-olds it is 65 percent. One might safely assume the number is even higher among high
school age youths.
It seems that most young people, Catholic or not, are all for gay marriage, or
at least they aren’t opposed to it. But I’d like to add one very important caveat:
they aren’t supporters of gay marriage because they think it’s the right thing
for society, nor because they think homosexual activity is morally acceptable. I
think they support gay marriage and civil unions because they’ve been carefully taught not to apply any critical thought to the issue at all.
Young people, especially teens, have big hearts—so big that if you move
their hearts they’ll forget their heads. I think that has been taken advantage
of (perhaps intentionally, perhaps not) by proponents of gay marriage.
I don’t think young people are being encouraged to ask questions like:
“What is marriage?” “Where does our definition of marriage come from?”
“What does natural law have to say about this?” If that last question is irrelevant: “On what are we to base our rights and our laws?” “What is the purpose of marriage in society?” “What impact does gay marriage or civil
unions have on children?” “What impact will this have on religious organizations or parents of schoolchildren that refuse to recognize gay marriage?”
Such questions have been side-stepped in public Senate and House committee hearings at the state Capitol by story after story from same-sex couples, many of whom are good and decent human beings who love one another and want the same legal status as their hetero-counterparts.
What’s happening in Colorado’s Capitol isn’t unique to this issue. And the
picture painted for everyone (especially making an impression on youths
who are led powerfully by emotion) is clear: To even ask such questions is
callous, at best.
Young people need to know that an ethical teaching or a piece of legislation pertaining to sexual activity or marriage is not the same thing as bigotry or discrimination.
In the words of Archbishop Chaput: “The nature of marriage is a matter
of common sense and long tradition, it precedes the coming of Christianity
by many generations, and it is not simply a ‘religious’ issue. Marriage has
long been recognized as a lifelong relationship between one man and one
woman that exists for the benefit of children and the protection of women”
(March 2 Denver Catholic Register).
Our sexual ethics and the laws enshrining marriage aren’t only written
about in theology books, but in our bodies and in our experience. Marriage
isn’t something mankind invented; it’s something we’ve figured out in every
corner of the globe, almost universally, throughout recorded history. We
have no right to re-create what we didn’t create in the first place.
Such opinions are by no means discriminatory. The Church applies her
sexual and marital ethics to everyone evenly, across the board, regardless of
their sexual identity or marital status. I do not feel discriminated against
because the Church has strong, natural law based teachings regarding what
I can and can’t do as a married man.
I realize that there are good people who would disagree with me very
strongly on this issue. I have no right, nor the credentials to judge them or
anyone. But I do have an obligation to judge actions, including sexual activities, so that I know how to act, and to define things like marriage, so that I
know how to pass civilization on to my children.
Wherever you stand on this, let’s encourage young people to think their
way through this issue without the fear of being labeled cold-hearted bigots
for it. Doing so doesn’t make them judgmental or cruel. It makes them rational.
Speaker and author Christopher Stefanick is director of Youth, Young Adult
and Campus Ministry for the Archdiocese of Denver. Visit him at www.chrisstefanick.com.
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Bulletin Board
Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045;
Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.
For more events, visit www.archden.org/events.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
40 Days for Life: national pro-life
effort. Pray at the public vigil
sites in Denver, Boulder and Fort
Collins. See website for details:
www.40daysforlife.com.
Sept. 28 - Nov. 6

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Beatitudes Couples Spirituality:
workshop for Lord’s Day Table
Liturgy. To register, email antho
ny.beatitudes@gmail.com or visit
www.beatitudes.us/SOL.html.
Nov. 2: 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Nov. 5: 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Mark Your Calendar: for the 7th annual Craft Fair at Christ on the
Mountain Church, 13922 W. Utah
Ave., Lakewood. Call 303-987-3452.
Nov. 5: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
NEW DATE for Walking Tour: of
Mount Olivet Cemetery, 12801 W.
44th Ave., Wheat Ridge, with a
Catholic focus. RSVP requested
by emailing liturgy.office@arch
den.org or calling 303-715-3221.
Nov. 5: 9 a.m. - noon
6th Annual Fair Trade Gifts and
Crafts Sale: at Immaculate
Conception Church, 715 Cabrini
Drive, Lafayette. Cash or checks
accepted.
Nov. 5 - 6

Intergenerational Bowl-A-Thon: at
Brunswick Zone, 9150 Harlan St.,
Westminster and Monaco Lanes,
6767 Leetsdale, Denver. Bessie’s
Hope will host the event for youth
and seniors. Free food, bowling
and prizes. RSVP by Nov. 3.
Nov. 5: 11:30 a.m.
National Assembly of Filipino
Priests: at Westin Los Angeles
Airport Hotel, 5400 W. Century
Blvd. Workshops and sessions to
cover topics including education
and spiritual growth. It’s the first
U.S. assembly to be held for
Filipino priests. Visit www.fil
ipinopriestsusa.org or call 985876-6904.
Nov. 8 - 11
Information Session: for Bishop
Machebeuf High School with
Bishop Conley and Jesse Skipwith,
principal. To be held at St. Thomas
More Church, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. RSVP: email tmken
ny31@yahoo.com or call 720-9870705.
Nov. 10: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Fall Catholic Speed Dating: for
singles ages 30 to 40 will meet at
Lodo’s Bar and Grill, 3053 W.
104th Ave., Westminster. Cost is
$25 if reservations made before
Nov. 5. Call 720-309-5321 or email
datecatholic@aol.com.
Nov. 12: 3 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Annual St. Vincent de Paul Society
Holiday Craft Fair: at Queen of
Peace Church, 13120 E. Kentucky
Ave., Aurora.
Nov. 5 - 6

Seminar for Ministry: at Spirit of
Christ Church, 7400 W. 80th Ave.,
Arvada. “Renewed and
Empowered in the Spirit” seminar

hosted by The Living Waters
Prayer Group. For more information, call 303-227-7318 or visit
www.spiritofchrist.org.
Nov. 4 - 5
Vocations Discernment Retreat
Day: for single women ages 17 to
35, “You are filled with
Goodness.” Hosted by Little
Sisters of the Poor, 3629 W. 29th
Ave., Denver. Register at vcden
ver@littlesistersofthepoor.org or
call 303-433-7221. No cost to attend.
Nov. 5: 10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Nova et Vetera Conference: sponsored by the Augustine Institute.
Topic is “Seeing Jesus through
the Eyes of Pope Benedict.”
Speakers include Scott Hahn and
Edward Sri. Visit www.augustinein
stitute.org for information.
Nov. 11 - 12
Serenity Retreat: open to anyone
interested in recovery from alcoholism and other addictions
through the spirituality of the 12
steps. Sacred Heart Jesuit Retreat
House, 4801 N. Highway 67,
Sedalia. Call 303-688-4198 Ext.
122 or visit
sacredheartretreat.org.
Nov. 11 - 13

PILGRIMAGES/TOURS
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land: with
Msgr. Thomas Fryar and Father
Frank Maroney from St. Francis of
Assisi Parish. $2,699 per person.
Call 303-715-3263.
Jan. 30 - Feb. 10, 2012
Pilgrimage to Ireland: led by
Bishop James Conley. A Denver
Catholic Register sponsored trip
to the 50th International
Eucharistic Congress in Dublin.
$3,095 per person. Call 303-7153207 or email tess.stone@arch
den.org.
June 9 - 18, 2012
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PARTICIPANT’S
of the Denver
Catholic
Register’s pilgrimage to
Ireland will visit
sacred and historic sites and
will view picturesque landscapes.

PHOTO PROVIDED COURTESY FAITH JOURNEYS

Congress
From Page 1
Castle and the homes of authors Oscar
Wilde and Bram Stoker.
Three days of the pilgrimage will be
spent at the Eucharistic Congress and
will include the climactic closing Mass,
called the Statio Orbis. The first and last
days of the trip will be spent traveling to
and from Ireland.

Irish-U.S. ties
Bishop Conley, who is a convert,
spent a semester in west Ireland while
in college, a month after being received
into the Church.
“I have been to all of the sites we will
visit on the pilgrimage and they are
uniquely indicative of the rugged
beauty and mystical enchantment that
is Ireland,” he told the Denver Catholic
Register. “But more than the physical
beauty of the Emerald Isle, it is the
people that make Ireland so special.
The Irish have a great love for America
and almost every Irish man and
woman has a relative living in
America. The hospitality and mirth of
the Irish people is legendary, not to
mention their music, poetry and love
of dance. All of this is wrapped up in
the colorful personality of the Irish
people.”
Bishop Conley noted that in the 19th
century, Irish immigrants brought a vibrant Catholic faith and heritage to the
United States.
“We as Catholics in America owe so
much to Ireland regarding the history of
the Catholic Church here,” he said.
“Most of our first bishops were Irish
born.”
A Catholic for nearly 36 years, the 56year-old bishop said this will be his first
International Eucharistic Congress.
“I am really looking forward to this
unique experience,” he said. “An
International Eucharistic Congress provides an opportunity for Catholics from
all over the world to gather together
around the holy Eucharist and to celebrate the unity of our Catholic faith. It is
truly a ‘catholic’ experience in the sense
of the universality of our faith.”

Eucharistic Congresses
Begun in France in 1881, Eucharistic
Congresses promote the centrality of
the Eucharist in the life and mission of
the Catholic Church. Usually held every
four years, they include dynamic daily
celebrations of the Eucharist, catechesis
and workshops led by leading prelates
and theologians, stirring testimonies
and lively cultural events.
The most recent International
Eucharistic Congress was held in

EUCHARISTIC
CONGRESS PILGRIMAGE
Led by Bishop James Conley
When: June 9-18
Where: Dublin, Ireland
Cost: $3,095 per person, includes airfare (land only price is $2,085)
Information: call 303-715-3207 or
email tess.stone@archden.org

Quebec in 2008. The last time Ireland
hosted the congress was in 1932.
The 2012 congress is themed, “The
Eucharist: Communion with Christ and
With One Another.”
The theme, organizers said, aims to
foster an awareness of the Eucharist as
true personal communion with Jesus
Christ and to renew appreciation of the
Church as a eucharistic community.
“We hope … we will see growth both
in understanding and in the reality of
the Christian community,” Father Kevin
Doran, a priest of the Dublin
Archdiocese and secretary general for
the congress, told the Denver Catholic
Register.

Pilgrimage

The pilgrimage should be a time of
encouragement and renewal as the participants deepen their love for the
Eucharistic Lord, Bishop Conley said.
“A pilgrimage is a metaphor for life,”
he said. “We are all pilgrims in this
world; we are all sojourners. Making a
pilgrimage to a faraway and enchanting
place like Ireland reminds us of sacred
things and the wonderful history of
human experience.
“The faith runs so deep in the soil of
the Irish soul,” he added. “It will be a
special grace for all of us, as Americans,
to experience the riches of a truly
Catholic culture.”
The cost of the pilgrimage (with a
minimum 25 passengers) including airfare is $3,095 per person (land only price
is $2,085). The tour also includes threestar hotel accommodations (double occupancy) eight breakfasts and dinners,
all scheduled sightseeing and entrance
fees, motorcoach, car ferry across the
River Shannon and Eucharistic
Congress registration fee (including
closing ceremony ticket).
Tour does not include private room,
travel insurance and airport taxes/fuel
surcharges. Early registration deadline
is Dec. 1. Full payment must be received
by March 10. Tour company is Faith
Journeys. Pilgrimage sponsor is the
Denver Catholic Register. For more information, call archdiocesan Events
Coordinator Tess Stone at 303-715-3207
or email tess.stone@archden.org.

