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Triumph of the cross
St. Rafka Maronite
Catholics raise
cross on feast day
BY NISSA LAPOINT
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It took a day of steady cutting,
bouts of heavy lifting and frequent brow-wiping for a band of
Eastern Catholics to build and
erect a 12-foot wooden cross all
in keeping with ancient
Christian tradition.
After a quick “three...two...one”
countdown at sunset, a group of
men heaved the completed 200pound Maronite cross upright
into a small dirt hole behind their
church Sept. 18.
Then singing and ululating in
their native Arabic tongue, they
praised God.
“I’ve never seen anything
quite like it,” said Lou Ashkar,
the key founding lay member of
St. Rafka Maronite Church in
Lakewood.
Amid the plink of chisels, the
creak of wood and the grunts of
volunteers that Sunday was a
festival for St. Rafka parishioners
celebrating the Exaltation of the
Holy Cross feast (observed Sept.
14 in the Roman Catholic rite)
and their Middle Eastern heritage.
“They are so proud of their
tradition,” said Father Bakhos
Chidiac, the new pastor at St.
Rafka.
The feast day is of great importance for Maronites, members of a Lebanon-based rite of
the Eastern Catholic Church in
communion with Rome. The
Maronite Church expresses its
faith through a unique liturgy
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MALE parishioners help raise an Antiochene cross Sept. 18 to
mark the Exaltation of the Cross feast at St. Rafka Maronite
Catholic Church, 2301 Wadsworth Blvd. in Lakewood.
and linguistic tradition but
shares in the belief of the seven
sacraments, the primacy of the
pope and the dogmatic and
moral teachings of the Catholic
Church.

VOCATIONS

As bearers of some of the most
ancient practices of the Church,
erecting a hand-fabricated cross
was a moment of pride and joy
for members of the only
Maronite Church in Colorado.
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“The cross (raising) is great
symbolism—and a great idea,”
said
parishioner
Maroun
Moussallem.
It’s the first year the small
parish honed the triple cross,
using tools similar to those in
early centuries, in commemoration of St. Helena’s discovery of
the True Cross in the fourth century.
Upon finding three excavated
crosses in Jerusalem, St. Helena
identified the one on which
Jesus was crucified when its
touch healed a dying woman.
The cross became a symbol of
veneration and followers of
Christ made it a tradition, Father
Chidiac said, to “process to the
top of hills and celebrate Mass
under the foot of the cross.”
A week before the annual festival, parishioner Paul Conkling
gathered beams of pine and
aspen wood to make the
Maronite cross, also referred to
as an Antiochene cross.
“It’s designed in a triangular
shape to resemble the cedar
trees in Lebanon,” Conklin said.
The three horizontal bars on the
cross symbolize the Trinity, he
added.
“We think this will become a
tradition,” Conklin said about
making the cross.
Tradition was a word repeated
by many parishioners at St.
Rafka who are seeking to build
their new community while preserving their spiritual and ethnic
customs.
It was just four years ago that
the Maronites found a home for
their congregation at 2301
Wadsworth Blvd. St. Rafka
Maronite Church was dedicated
in 2007 by Bishop Robert J.
Shaheen, head of the Eparchy of
Our Lady of Lebanon, a
Maronite diocese that includes

See Cross, Page 12
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C. 907-929 / Feast - Sept. 28
When the duke of Bohemia (now in the Czech
Republic) died, his wife began ruling as regent
for their son, Wenceslas. Her sometimes violent, unjust dealings with the people prompted
the 15-year-old to assume power in 922. As
duke he tried to maintain peace and convert his
subjects to Christianity. But a malcontent
younger brother, Boleslaw, plotted against him, provoking a fight in
which his henchmen murdered Wenceslas. This “good king” of the
Christmas carol was venerated immediately as a martyr.

2 l C AT H O L I C L I F E

SEPTEMBER 28, 2011 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Pro-life conference to explore how
sci-fi storylines are now reality

BISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

JAMES D. CONLEY

Commit to courageous
Christian leadership
On Aug. 15, 1975, Bishop Nguyen Van Thuan was arrested in
Saigon. He spent the next 13 years in prison—nine of them in
solitary confinement.
His crime? He was appointed coadjutor archbishop of
Saigon.
The Communist government believed Bishop Van Thuan’s
appointment was a conspiracy between the Vatican and western governments and they believed he was at the heart of this
conspiracy.
During his years of confinement, Bishop Van Thuan ministered to thousands of
Vietnamese inmates. He proACT
vided pastoral care to
Catholics, and evangelized
To contact the Department of
guards and non-Christian
Health and Human Services,
prisoners. He carved a cross
visit www.usccb.org/conscience.
to wear from scraps of wood
fastened with electrical wire.
He celebrated Mass with hidden hosts and drops of wine. He
heard confessions, he preached, he witnessed to truth.
In the face of unjust imprisonment, Bishop Van Thuan found
an opportunity to witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
After his release, Bishop Van Thuan was praised for his heroic
leadership. But he saw his life as that of an ordinary Christian
leader responding to injustice.
“The greatest failure in leadership,” he said, “is for the leader
to be afraid to speak and act as a leader.”
Today, more than ever, Christianity needs leaders committed
to truth in the face of injustice.
Earlier this month, the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) announced a rule that requires nearly
all private health insurance plans to provide contraceptive and
sterilization services to women. Catholic institutions and other
religious groups who oppose contraception are not exempted.
This rule is unjust on two levels. First, it treats pregnancy and
fertility as diseases instead of gifts. Second, it places a major
focus on mandatory coverage for surgical sterilization and all
contraceptives approved by the Food and Drug Administration,
including the so-called “morning after pill,” which causes an
abortion in the early weeks of pregnancy by preventing the implantation of the human embryo.
The rule even mandates “education and counseling” to promote these measures among women of reproductive capacity.
By mandating contraceptive care be provided in health insurance, the Department of Health and Human Services sends a
message that avoiding pregnancy is a right and expectation for
all Americans.
This HHS rule forces virtually all employers to provide contraception coverage to employees. Catholics in the business
world, who seek to uphold the dignity of their employees, will
be mandated to provide drugs that impede fertility, and in
some cases, cause abortion.
Because the religious exemption is so narrowly interpreted,
the law does not allow most Catholic institutions to be exempted and it contains no real conscience protection for those who
have moral objections to participating in or paying for such
plans and procedures.
If the Catholic Church is forced to comply with this rule it will
be forced to compromise the core principles of its Christian
identity. This is a grave violation of religious liberty and is unacceptable. We can fight this injustice.
Until Sept. 30 the Department of Health and Human Services
is conducting a “listening period” on its new rules. By contacting them you can give vital witness to the Gospel. It is imperative that Catholics witness to truth. Please join me in asking
HHS to respect human dignity and religious freedom.
If this rule is implemented there could be persecution ahead
for Catholic institutions. However, as St. Paul proclaimed, “to
die in Christ is to live.” We Catholics can use this unjust law as
an opportunity for evangelization.

See Conley, Page 4

Gospel of Life
Conference to
include sneak peek
at new film by
‘Bella’ director

GOSPEL OF LIFE
CONFERENCE

BY NISSA LAPOINT

The once popular ‘70s TV
drama “The Bionic Woman”
and films like “Frankenstein”
showcased imaginary worlds
of superhuman strength and
human experimentation.
Rather than a far-fetched
fiction,
such
advanced
biotechnologies are now a reality to reckon with, according
to some bioethics experts.
Christian Brugger, a professor at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary, and
Father Thomas Berg, executive
director
of
the
Westchester Institute for
Ethics and the Human Person,
will talk about the Christian
perspective on new medical
and clinical technologies at
the Gospel of Life Conference
Oct. 22.
“Some of them are knocking
at the door and others are
not,” Father Berg said about
biotechnologies. “Even if not,
we need to be in a position to
respond to them. How we respond requires time and very
careful thinking.”
The conference will start
with an 8 a.m. Mass at Christ
the King Chapel on the John
Paul II Center campus. Then
keynote speaker Father Berg
will lead his talk on “Emerging
Biotechnologies” and Brugger
on “Transhumanism” at
Bonfils Hall.
Biotechnologies are no
longer a fringe part of transhumanism, which Brugger
said refers to the philosophy
and movement of science and
clinical medicine that goes
beyond therapy and healing
to transform the human condition and enhance human
capacities.
“It’s another whole freight-

When: 8 a.m.- 3 p.m. Oct. 22
Where: John Paul II Center,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver
Mass at Christ the King
Chapel; keynote speeches at
Bonfils Hall
Cost: $25 per person
Tickets: Visit
www.archden.org/respectlife
Questions: call 303-715-3205

ing area of medicine that is
coming down the pipe,” said
Lynn Grandon, director of the
Archdiocese of Denver’s
Respect Life Office, which is
sponsoring the conference.
“It’s almost like the old ‘Six
Million Dollar Man’ TV show
where they’re putting devices
into human beings and almost making them super
human.”
Technology itself is not the
issue in question.
“It’s what we use it for,”
Brugger said.
Clinical medicine in the last
few decades has had an increasing impatience for
things like disability and retardation. Behind that, said
Brugger, is a “frame of mind
that puts this high emphasis
on perfection and it’s impacting daily life.”
During the conference the
speakers will address other
topics like eugenics, cloning
and science’s ongoing pursuit
of human perfection.
“I’ll be touching on everything from where stem cell research is going to the status on
human cloning and what issues may be raised by the po-

tential for genetic profiling,”
said Father Berg, who specializes in natural law theory, personhood theory and biomedical issues. Berg is also co-editor of the book “Human
Embryo
Adoption:
Biotechnology, Marriage, and
the Right to Life.”
Those who attend the conference will also see an advanced showing of a pro-life
film produced by the directors
of “Bella.” The 12-minute film
starring former Miss USA Ali
Landry and German pop star
Patrick
Nuo
is
about
Beethoven’s mother and her
consideration of abortion,
said Josef Lipp, director of
Movie to Movement, an organization that produces and
promotes movies about life,
love and beauty.
“It has a big twist at the end,
so we usually don’t give a lot of
detail,” Lipp said.
Grandon, who said she is
friends with “Bella” producer
Jason Jones, saw the movie
and called it a shocking experience.
“It has you on the edge of
your seat,” Grandon said. “At
the end, you just fall backwards and you’re gasping,
‘Wow, what just happened?’”
At the end of the conference, Executive Director
Jennifer Kraska of the
Colorado
Catholic
Conference, a pro-life advocacy group on public policy, will
give an update about current
legislation.
On all the pro-life issues
arising from biotechnologies
and other medical research,
Grandon said she wants attendees to leave the conference more aware of its existence and further able to engage in dialogue about it.
“We need to confront it with
truth, wisdom and understanding. We don’t want to be
behind the eight ball,” she
said. “We want to address it
from God’s point of view.”
Tickets may be purchased
up to the day of the conference, although registration is
encouraged by Oct. 20.
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Former longtime pastor of Golden
parish Father John Wind dies at 70
BY ROXANNE KING

“He also loved league bowling
and we did that for several
After a long illness, retired years,” Father Poehlmann told
priest Father John Francis Wind the Denver Catholic Register.
died Sept. 15. He was 70 and “His greatest passion became
had been a priest for 44 years.
tennis. He would play with any
He was born March 13, 1941, of the priests and others as well.”
in Colorado Springs to
Father Wind served
Frank and Mildred
as assistant pastor at
Wind. After attending
the parishes of St. Anne
Manitou Grade School
in Grand Lake, Christ
and St. Mary’s Grade
the King in Evergreen
and High schools in
and St. Mary in
his hometown, he enLittleton.
Denver
tered St. Thomas
parishes where he minSeminary in Denver. FATHER JOHN istered as assistant pasHe was ordained to the
tor were Presentation
WIND
priesthood on May 27,
of Our Lady, St. Francis
1967, by Archbishop James de Sales, St. Catherine of Siena
Casey.
and Holy Family. He also served
As homilist for Father Wind’s as chaplain at St. Francis de
Sept. 23 funeral Mass, Father Sales and Holy Family high
Edward Poehlmann recalled schools and taught theology.
his friend from their seminary
“Father John loved to teach
days.
religion to the high-schoolers,”
“John was a lot of fun,” he Father Poehlmann said, adding
said. “He had an enormous later that he also “had a great
laugh. If you told him a joke gift for preaching.”
you knew you would get an
Father Wind ministered a
enormous reaction.”
dozen years as pastor at St.
Outgoing and friendly, Joseph Parish in Golden and
Father Wind enjoyed playing during his tenure there marked
hockey and tennis and was a his 25th jubilee as a priest and
fan of the Colorado Avalanche celebrated the parish’s 125th
and the Colorado Rockies.
anniversary.

Ill the last 11 years of his life,
a passage from the 11th chapter of St. Mathew’s Gospel for
Father Wind’s funeral Mass was
particularly fitting, Father
Poehlmann told the congregation.
“Come to me all you who are
weary and find life burdensome and I will refresh you. …
Your souls will find rest for my
yoke is easy and my burden
light,” he read.
Father Poehlmann said the
Marian feast Father Wind died
on was also significant.
“John had the privilege of
leaving us on the feast of Our
Lady of Sorrows,” he said. “I am
sure that he identified with the
Mother of Sorrows.”
Father Wind is survived by
his mother and his eight siblings—four brothers and four
sisters—and numerous nieces
and nephews.
A vigil and rosary service was
held Sept. 22 at St. Joseph
Church in Golden. A funeral
Mass was celebrated the next
day at the Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception in
Denver. Interment followed at
Mount Olivet Cemetery in
Wheat Ridge.

Deacon urges charismatic
Catholics to ‘fight the
good fight of faith’
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Before going out into the
world and evangelizing, the
Catholic faithful may need to
graduate from God’s boot
camp.
In his message to Catholics at
the
2011
Archdiocesan
Charismatic Ministries conference, Deacon Alex Jones, a former Pentecostal minister who
converted to Catholicism, said
a boot camp for the soul is necessary to carry out the pope’s
and Catholic Church’s vision to
spread the Gospel.
“We must be prepared to
preach the Gospel, to live the
Gospel even if it costs us our
lives,” Deacon Jones said. “Not
to the point where somebody
doesn’t like me or somebody
says something nasty about
me. You need to be toughened
up. ... Don’t go home and sit
down. Man up. Fight the good
fight of faith.”
Deacon Jones talked about
the challenge of evangelizing
other parishioners, lukewarm
cradle Catholics, fallen away
Catholics, and catechizing chil-

Experts dispel common myths about intervention
BY JULIE FILBY

September is National Alcohol
and Drug Addiction Recovery
Month. This is the conclusion to
a two-part series on intervention
(see “Intervention: From fear to
empowerment” in the Sept. 21
Denver Catholic Register).

Imagine a son or daughter,
parent, spouse, friend or family
member losing their job, home,
family, dignity—all to maintain
the one relationship that has
become most important, yet
most destructive.
That is the power of addiction.
When attempts to reach out
to an addict are met with denial or otherwise rejected,
loved ones can feel not only
helpless, but hopeless. A family-structured intervention can
bring hope and healing to relationships. However due to misconceptions, it is an alternative
that is underutilized.
“Families don’t know how to
deal with an alcoholic or addict,” said Stephen Wilkins, a
professional provider of family-structured interventions
and parishioner of St. Vincent
de Paul Church in Denver.
“They need help to get some
clarity about how to really assist their loved one.”
A family-structured intervention involves preparing a group
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HOWIE MADIGAN, a co-founder of the National Center for
Intervention, is pictured in 2007 at a Boulder facility named after
him for his work helping addicts to recover from substance abuse.
to approach a loved one caught
up in a self-destructive behavior,
such as alcohol abuse, drug addiction, gambling, an eating disorder or other health problem. It
aims to motivate an individual
to accept help for the issue, raise
self-esteem so he or she believes
recovery is possible and heal
damaged relationships.
“Portrayal (of intervention) by
the mass media is harmful,” explained Wilkins. “It keeps people
from asking for help.”
Interventionists from the
Denver-based National Center
for Intervention including
Wilkins and longtime colleague,
Howie Madigan, a co-founder of

the center, dispelled some of
these myths in a conversation
with the Denver Catholic
Register.

Myth 1: Interventions are
expensive
A distorted idea of what an intervention costs is one of the
most important misconceptions to be clarified.
“Many people believe the
cost of an intervention is really
high: $4,000, $5,000—up to
$14,000,” Madigan said. “That’s
not true, but it scares a lot of
people away.”
While interventionists do
charge a fee for their services, it

can be negotiable and vary
greatly depending on the circumstances.
“We use a sliding-scale approach,” said Wilkins, who has
guided nearly 300 interventions
in the last eight years. “I’ve never
turned away a family that needs
an intervention regardless of
their ability to pay.”
He has done several free of
charge.
“It’s always worth more than it
costs,” he said.
Madigan also supports the
notion of making interventions
accessible.
“I’ve done about 2,400 interventions,” said the 76-year-old
parishioner of Immaculate
Conception in Lafayette who
started doing interventions in
1974, “and I’ve charged for six.”
Both agreed it is important for
a family to research prospective
interventionists and get to know
them, and their experience and
qualifications.
“When a family contacts an
interventionist they’re frightened and can be taken advantage of,” said Wilkins. “We support the concept of licensing interventionists.”
National
Center
for
Intervention training involves
two full-day courses, followed
by shadowing an experienced
professional at three to five in-

dren in his talk Sept. 25 at the
Red Lion Hotel in Aurora. He
delivered the final talk during
the weekend conference titled
“Fanning the Flame: Called to
Love, Called to Serve.”
About 400 attendees from
Colorado and surrounding
states registered for the conference that featured national
speakers, workshops, Mass,
confession, adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament and praise
music,
said
Monica
Hernandez, conference coordinator.
“We try to offer the opportunity for those who would like to
attend to grow in their faith and
their relationship with the
Lord,” Hernandez said.
The ministry hosts monthly
days of renewal and regional
conferences biyearly, she said.
This conference, sponsored
by the Colorado Charismatic
Committee, included a Mass
celebrated by Bishop James
Conley, apostolic administrator
of the Denver Archdiocese; and
talks by Jim Beckman, local author and youth minister; and

See Conference, Page 5

RELATED
RESOURCES
National Center for Intervention
Intervention services or group
presentations
720-366-4736 or
Wilkins_Stephen@yahoo.com
National Catholic Council on
Alcoholism and Related Drug
Problems
www.nccatoday.org or 800-6266910 Ext. 200
Denver Area Central Committee
on Alcoholics Anonymous
www.daccaa.org or 303-3224440
Recovery retreats based on
Twelve Step spirituality
Sacred Heart Jesuit Retreat
House, Sedalia
www.sacredheartretreat.org or
303-688-4198 Ext. 100

terventions before leading one
oneself.

Myth 2: Addicts require
in-patient help

While in-patient treatment is
recommended for some, it is not
needed in every case.
“Many people believe the cost
of treatment is too high,” said
Madigan. “People can also get
help though a good counselor or
a community-based program.”
Wilkins has seen the reality
of treatment sensationalized
by the media.

See Intervention, Page 5

4 l OPINION

SEPTEMBER 28, 2011 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

9/11, Benedict XVI
and Regensburg
In the flood of commentary surrounding the 10th anniversary of 9/11, I found but one reference to a related anniversary
of considerable importance: the fifth anniversary of Pope
Benedict XVI’s Regensburg Lecture. That lecture, given the day
after the fifth anniversary of 9/11 at the pope’s old university in
Germany, identified the two key challenges to 21st-century
Islam, if that faith of over a billion people is going to live within
today’s world in something other than a condition of war. On
the fifth anniversary of Regensburg, therefore, it’s worth reviewing what the pope proposed, not least because the 9/11 anniversary commentary assiduously avoided the question that
the Holy Father courageously confronted: the question of whatmust-change in Islam in the future, to prevent an ongoing global war of Islam-against-the-rest.
Benedict XVI made two proposals at Regensburg.
Islam, he suggested, must find a way to affirm religious freedom as a fundamental human right that can be known by reason and that includes the right to change one’s religion—and it
must find this “way” from within its own religious, legal, philosophical and theological resources. The question is not one of
surrender to certain secularist conceptions of public life, any
more than it was when Catholicism confronted political
modernity and found a solution in the Second Vatican Council’s
Declaration on Religious Freedom. The solution has to come
from within, in what Christian theology would call a “development of doctrine.”
Secondly, Islam must find a way—again, from within its own
religious and intellectual resources—to affirm a distinction between religious and political authority in a just state. This need
not and indeed cannot mean a radical “wall of separation” between the two, based on some (mis)conceptions of the
American constitutional order. It might mean something like
what the Catholic Church did during the late 20th century,
when Catholic scholars reached back into the fifth century and
rediscovered a traditional distinction between priestly and imperial authority: a tradition whose deepest roots go back to the
Lord’s own distinction between what is owed to Caesar and
what is owed to God (Mt 15:21).
Despite their being largely ignored during the 9/11 anniversary, these do seem to be the two key issues. An Islam that affirms religious freedom, including conversion from one faith
to another, and that buttresses that affirmation through its
own religious self-understanding and the arts of reason, is an
Islam with which “the rest” can live at ease, and in enriching
ways. An Islam in which religious and political authority are
distinct, if related, is an Islam in which a genuinely civil society can begin to take root—and a robust civil society is one
barrier against the corrupt authoritarianism that has bedeviled Islamic countries for centuries. A robust civil society in
which there is room for religious freedom and multiple political perspectives is also essential to realizing the promise of
today’s “Arab Spring”—which could give birth to a hot summer and a bitter winter if its chief accomplishment is to effect
a change from secular political authoritarianism to religiously-warranted political authoritarianism.
What hit the United States on 9/11 was not a “tragedy,” despite the ubiquitous and virtually universal misuse of that word
in the 10th—anniversary commentary. What hit New York and
Washington was evil unleashed from within an intra-Islamic
civil war that had been going on for decades. And at the center
of that civil war is a contest over whether Islam can embrace
such modern political ideas as inalienable human rights (that
can be known by reason, and thus by everyone) and the separation of powers within governments.
If the answer to that question is “No,” then the cycle of war between Islam and “the rest” that has ebbed and flowed since the
seventh-century will continue. If the answer is “yes,” then that
answer will have to come from within Islam, not by a process in
which Islamic societies radically secularize. Pope Benedict XVI
was insightful enough, and courageous enough, to say this at
Regensburg. It’s about time the world paid attention.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Oct. 2: 27th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Isaiah 5:1-7
• Psalm 80:9, 13-16, 19-20
• Philippians 4:6-9
• Matthew 21:33-43
Synopsis: The vineyard is a
frequent image of Israel in the
Old Testament. The prophet
Isaiah uses this image to describe God’s relationship with
his people—and his judgment.
God had cleared the land; planted “choice vines”, built a watchtower and surrounded it with a
protective wall. But the nation
had squandered her blessings
and neglected her responsibility
to cherish what God had entrusted to her. Instead of the
“sweet grapes” of justice, fidelity,
peace and virtue, the house of
Israel produced sour, “wild
grapes” of immorality, corruption, idolatry and injustice. The
reading was chosen for its obvious connection to the Gospel. In
the second reading St. Paul concludes his letter to the
Philippians with a kindly exhortation to concentrate on the

higher things of life: truth,
honor, justice, purity, beauty,
courtesy and “anything worthy
of praise.” Paul is probably
thinking about the saying, “As a
man thinks, so he is” (Prv 23:7).
Ideas have consequences. The
kind of things we think about
sooner or later bear fruit in our
actions. The parable in this
week’s Gospel is a straightforward allegory in which the
“landowner” is God, the “tenants” are the religious leaders,
the “servants” are the prophets
and the “son” is Jesus. The
priests and elders, to whom
Jesus addressed this parable,
clearly understood that he was
talking about them. God had
made them stewards of his kingdom, but they had betrayed his
trust and would be judged accordingly.
Key verse: “O Lord of hosts,
look down from heaven and see;
take care of this vine, and protect what your right hand has
planted” (Ps 80:14-15).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “The Church is a cultivated field, the tillage of God.
That land, like a choice vineyard, has been planted by the
heavenly cultivator. Yet the
true vine is Christ who gives life

and fruitfulness to the branches, that is, to us, who through
the Church remain in Christ,
without whom we can do
nothing” (No. 755).
Pope Benedict XVI: “A slogan
that was popular some years
back: ‘Jesus yes, Church no’, is
totally inconceivable with the
intention of Christ. We cannot
have Jesus without the reality he
created and in which he communicates himself. Between the
Son of God-made-flesh and his
Church there is a profound, unbreakable and mysterious continuity by which Christ is present
today in his people” (Audience,
March 15, 2006).
Life application: The parable
in this week’s Gospel was not
only a judgment against Israel’s
leaders; it also serves as a warning to us. Jesus Christ established the Church as a “vineyard” that we must take good
care of. As part of the vine we are
to
‘bear
much
fruit’.
Unproductive branches are cut
off, gathered up and thrown into
the fire (Jn 15:5-6). In order to be
fruitful we have to cultivate the
divine life in us by staying connected to the vine where we receive constant nourishment
from Christ.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Winter wear needed
Before the first snowfall and
colder weather comes our
way, we (Samaritan House
homeless shelter) are asking
for some men’s and women’s
extra large coats and jackets;
some winter boots and socks;
and we need a large amount
of hats and gloves—lots of
gloves and hats. As well as any
other items you can think of

Conley
From Page 2
It is not enough merely to express opposition to laws that violate our religious liberty.
Rather, like Bishop Van Thuan,
we must engage in Christian
leadership in the face of injustice.
In opposing unjust laws we
can positively articulate the
truth we have been given. In
the weeks and months to come,
we can witness to the Catholic

for the winter. We will keep
you in our prayers for your
kindness and generosity.
Father Michael Suchnicki,
O.F.M. Cap.
Chaplain, Samaritan House
Denver
Editor’s note: Samaritan
House is located at 2301
Lawrence St., Denver, CO
80205.

belief that sexual relations are a
beautiful and integral part of
marriage, and that contraceptives rob them of their true and
full meaning.
Earlier this month, Regis
University confirmed that it
would not comply with a state
law requiring it to provide contraceptive coverage in its student health plan. The university
could now face a costly legal
battle, limitations on its ministry and significant opposition
from those who oppose the
Church’s teaching on contra-

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250 words
and should include the writer’s name, address and telephone number. We rely on our
readers to recognize that the opinions expressed in letters to the editor are those of
the author and are not necessarily those of
the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation
or libelous statements will not be printed.
Unsigned letters will not be printed. Letters
may be edited. Send letters to: Editor,
Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-715-2045.
E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

ception. Regis has seized an opportunity to lead—to express
what we as Catholics believe
and why. This is what a Catholic
institution of higher learning
should do. This opportunity is a
great grace and I commend the
university’s witness.
Seize the opportunity to oppose the unjust HHS rules.
Imitate the courage of Bishop
Van Thuan. Commit to
Christian leadership. Let’s join
together in witnessing to the
truth of the Gospel and the dignity of the human person.

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Sep. 28: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Provincial Bishops’ Meeting, JPII Center (10 a.m.); Mass and
dedication of new church, Our Lady of the Valley, Windsor (6 p.m.)
Sep. 29: Colorado Catholic Conference Board of Governors meeting, Colorado Springs (10 a.m.); lecture by
Francis Beckwith, “Socrates and The New York Times: Religion in the Public Square,” Bonfils Hall, JPII
Center (7 p.m.)
Sep. 30: Mass, Our Lady of Lourdes School, Denver (8:30 a.m.); Honoree, Serra Trust Fund for Vocations
25th annual Serra Salute, Pinehurst Country Club, Denver (6 p.m.)
Oct. 1: Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (4:30 p.m.)
Oct. 2: Catholic Home Educators of Northern Colorado Mass, St. Thomas More Parish, Centennial (2:30 p.m.)
Oct. 3: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Oct. 3-4: “Council and Continuity” international symposium on the interim-missals, Phoenix, Ariz.
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Conference

Intervention

From Page 3

From Page 3

Caroline Gambale-Dirkes, cofounder of 2Tim4 Ministries
and member of the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal.
Presenting together, Jesuit
Father Robert Faricy, emeritus
professor of the Pontifical
Gregorian University, and retreat leader Cheryl Nguyen
gave talks titled “Mary, the
Spouse of the Holy Spirit,”
“Baptism of the Holy Spirit,”
and “You Will Receive Power Gifts of the Holy Spirit.”
Charismatics emphasize the
living presence of the Holy
Spirit in the Church. The
charismatic movement grew
rapidly in the 1960s and ‘70s as
a spiritual revival movement
within the Catholic and mainline Protestant churches.
The Holy Spirit was a dominant theme of the conference.
“The relationship with the
Holy Spirit is what allows your
prayer life to grow deeper,”
Hernandez said.
For Bill and Marilynn Van
Well of Akron, Colo., Deacon
Jones’ talk about the need to be
strong during those inevitable
moments of hardship was encouraging.
“You get discouraged because everyone is afraid to
loosen up and show their
faith,” Marilynn Van Well said.
The couple attended the re-

“The misconception is out
there, due to popular media’s
portrayal of interventions, that
individuals need to go to in-patient treatment,” he said, “and
that’s not true … especially
when somebody is resistant to
help—they have a job, children,
other responsibilities—an intervention can end with a request for extensive out-patient
treatment.”
Options can include care
PHOTO BY NISSA LAPOINT/DCR through an out-patient program
at a facility, sessions with a qualDEACON Alex Jones delivers the final keynote address at the
ified counselor, participation in
2011 Archdiocesan Charismatic Ministries conference Sept. 25.
a community-based Twelve Step
treat to be renewed and plan to
“I know we’ve had the scan- program—and in some cases, a
take the graces they received dal and the abuse. That’s combination of the three.
back to their parish, she said.
human failing, that’s human
Deacon Jones emphasized weakness,” Deacon Jones said. Myth 3: Intervention is
that Catholics must prepare “‘The Church is falling apart’— betrayal
their hearts and learn from the that’s not true, that’s an illusion.
There is always some fear
Old Testament patriarchs In the United States, over that a family member is going
Joseph and Moses, who faced 50,000 people were added to to betray their loved one when
seemingly insurmountable ob- the rows of the Catholic Church coordinating an intervention.
stacles.
just in one year and it’s grow“This is because there’s dys“To do what God wants us to ing.”
function,”
said
Wilkins.
do, we have to prepare our
After Deacon Jones’ remarks, “Addiction is a family disease …
hearts for spiritual warfare,” Chris Perry of Firestone, Colo., every family members gets a
Deacon Jones said. “The king- said she felt she had the tools to little bit sick and their behavior
dom of God is opposed in this overcome difficulties in living isn’t consistent with who they
age. Not just this age—it’s al- her faith and being charismat- really are.”
ways been opposed.”
ic.
Every family-structured inDoing the work of the Lord
The message Perry said she tervention has stated goals inhas and always will be a chal- will remember as she moves cluding to: motivate not manlenge, he said. However, the forward in her faith?
date; protect family relationCatholic Church is strong and
“Not to be intimidated,” she ships when possible; lift up the
growing.
said.
individual’s self esteem; and

provide the opportunity for
family members to participate
in the process.
“With these goals in mind, it
cannot be a shaming process,”
said Wilkins. “It cannot be a
confrontational process.”
He explained that people who
suffer with addiction for a long
period of time have become so
emotionally isolated and insulated that they’re no longer connected emotionally to anyone.
“We want to reattach those
relationships; we want to remind that person that they’re
loved, because they’ve forgotten,” he said. “We want to tell
them they’re important and capable of a better life.
“Then we say ‘Please accept
our gift.’”
During an intervention, letters are read aloud by friends
and family members. The letters affirm their love for the individual and specifically state
personal attributes that they
believe will help them lead a
successful life of recovery. It always ends with the request:
“Will you get help?”

Get more information

Currently the National Center
for Intervention has a team of six
interventionists, both men and
women, with more in training
including a Spanish-speaking
interventionist. For more information, contact Wilkins (see box
on Page 3) or contact a county
agency for a referral.
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In Germany, pope prays for Christian unity
ERFURT, Germany (CNS)—
Visiting the land of Martin
Luther, Pope Benedict XVI
prayed for Christian unity and
told Lutheran leaders that both
secularization and Christian
fundamentalism pose challenges to ecumenism today.
“God is increasingly being driven out of our society, and the
history of revelation that
Scripture recounts to us seems
locked into an ever remote past.
Are we to yield to the pressure of
secularization and become
modern by watering down the
faith?” the pope said in a meeting Sept. 23 with 15 representatives of the German Evangelical
Church Council. The encounter
in the central German city of
Erfurt, followed by a joint prayer
service, marked the ecumenical
highlight of the pope’s four-day
visit to his homeland. The pope
stopped to pray in the Erfurt
Cathedral, where Luther was ordained a Catholic priest in 1507,
and then met with the Lutheran
leaders in a wing of the former
Augustinian monastery where
Luther lived until 1511. The
pope listened as a mixed
Catholic-Lutheran choir sang
hymns in the vaulted chapter
house of the former monastery,
which has become a memorial

CNS PHOTO/NORBERT NEETZ, POOL VIA REUTERS

POPE Benedict XVI is welcomed by the Rev. Nikolaus Schneider,
head of the Evangelical Church in Germany, in the former
Augustinian monastery in Erfurt Sept. 23. Martin Luther, who was
ordained a Catholic priest in 1507, lived in the monastery until 1511.
to Luther, the founder of the
Protestant Reformation. The
pope’s visit was much-anticipated in Germany, and before his
arrival there had been speculation that he would make an important ecumenical announcement or concession. But during
the prayer service in the church
of the ancient monastery, the
pope said this conjecture about
an “ecumenical gift” demonstrated a “political misreading of
faith and of ecumenism.”

Progress in Christian unity is not
like negotiating a treaty, he said.
Ecumenism will advance when
Christians enter more deeply
into their shared faith and profess it more openly in society, he
said. The pope’s two talks did not
examine major ecumenical issues that have been taken up by
Catholics and Lutherans in recent years. Instead, he focused
on the common need to witness
the Christian faith in a broken
world.

Cardinal George, five laypeople to be
honored for aid to Catholic education
ARLINGTON, Va. (CNS)—A
cardinal and five laypeople

will be honored for their significant contributions to
Catholic education during the
21st annual Seton Awards ceremony Oct. 3 in Washington.
The
National
Catholic
Educational
Association’s
President’s Award will go to
John Convey, a professor of
education and former provost
at The Catholic University of
America, while five others will
receive the St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Award, named for the
first native-born American
saint. Convey, whose professional work focuses on research and strategic planning
for Catholic schools, has conducted studies for 14 archdioceses or dioceses in the past
28 years and is currently assisting the Archdiocese of
New Orleans with a study of
its Catholic schools. He has
written, co-written or edited
eight books and numerous articles on Catholic education.
The Seton Award recipients
are: Cardinal Francis E.
George of Chicago, who established the Board of Catholic
Schools to encourage greater
support and leadership for the
archdiocese’s 215 elementary
and 40 secondary schools and
who earmarks more than onethird of the funds raised in his

annual appeal for education;
Joseph E. Robert Jr., founder
of a private commercial real
estate investment and asset
management firm who also
founded and chairs Fight for
Children, a Washington-based
philanthropic organization
whose mission is to create,
promote and invest in K-12
education opportunities that
successfully prepare children
for college and the workplace;
Pleasant Rowland, creator of
the American Girls Collection
of historically accurate books,
dolls and accessories. She retired from American Girl in
2000 and formed foundations
to promote the arts, education
and historic preservation and
to bring a new edition of the
Superkids reading program
back to primary-grade classrooms; Warren and Mary Lynn
Staley, whose charitable endeavors have included support
for
Opportunity
International, an organization
made up of microfinance institutions that serve the poor;
the Center for Leadership
Studies at Kansas State
University, their alma mater;
and Benilde-St. Margaret’s
School, a Catholic collegepreparatory school in St. Louis
Park, Minn.
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First responders honored at Blue Mass

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA

AUXILIARY Bishop James D. Conley, apostolic administrator of the Denver
Archdiocese, accepts the offertory gifts from first responders during the annual
Blue Mass celebrated for police, firefighters and emergency medical technicians
at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception the afternoon of Sept. 10.
Mass concelebrants included Father Sean McGrath and Father Tomasz Wikarski.
Assisting Bishop Conley at the altar were retired Denver sheriff’s deputy Deacon
Joseph Babish and retired Denver police officer Deacon Anthony Pierson.

Laywoman to be first to receive
Sts. Bakhita and Drexel Award
BY KATE VEIK

STS. BAKHITA AND

Black Catholic Ministry Office direcDREXEL AWARD DINNER
tor Mary Leisring will be the first lay recipient of the Sts. Bakhita and Drexel
What: Dinner, silent auction and award
Award when it’s bestowed next month.
presentation
The award will be presented during a
When: 5:30 p.m. Oct. 28
dinner at Bogey’s on the Park in Denver
Where: Bogey’s on the Park, 2500 York
at 5:30 p.m. Oct. 28.
St., Denver
Leisring has served as director of
black Catholic ministry for nine years.
Cost: $30 per person or $300 for a table
“Mary has done a tremendous job
RSVP: At 303-715- 3165 or email
(promoting) the Catholic faith within
mary.leisring@archden.org
the black community,” said Father
Simon Kalonga, pastor of Cure d’Ars
After retirement, Leisring joined the
Church.
Father Kalonga nominated Leisring Archdiocesan Black Catholic Advisory
for the service award comparing her Council and was soon appointed direccommitment to Catholic education and tor of the Black Catholic Ministry Office.
“When the position came
youth ministry with that of St.
open it seemed like a fit beJosephine Bakhita and St.
cause it was a calling to a
Katharine Drexel, the namedeeper ministry and a deeper
sakes for the award.
way of giving back not only
“They were very dedicated
to my community but to the
women who worked very hard
universal Church,” Leisring
to spread the faith,” Kalonga
said.
said. “Mary is an example of
She said that after retiring
that. She is going in the same
direction as these very strong MARY LEISRING she had “no inkling of working
for the archdiocese, but it just
women.”
The Sts. Bakhita and Drexel Award will seems like that’s what the Lord wanted
be Leisring’s second honor for her serv- me to do.”
Leisring said she strives to live by
ice in black Catholic ministry. Her first
Jesus’ words in St. Luke’s Gospel: “Much
was a papal award in 2010.
“I’m humbled by the recognition but I will be required of the person entrusted
know there are many other people who with much, and still more will be dehave worked longer and harder than I manded of the person entrusted with
more” (12:48).
have,” Leisring said.
Leisring reflected on her education by
She added that she appreciates the
award’s “recognition of the importance the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament in
of the evangelization of the black com- her hometown of Houston, Texas, and
the unwavering support of her husmunity in Denver.”
Leisring was first involved in black band, Charles.
“The Lord expects great things,”
Catholic ministry through the archLeisring said.
diocesan HIV/AIDS task force in 1987.
The Sts. Bakhita and Drexel Award
Though she would not retire from a
career with the state of Colorado until dinner will include a silent auction.
2002, Leisring said her involvement in Bogey’s on the Park is located at 2500
the HIV/AIDS task force developed her York St. in Denver. The cost is $30 per
person or $300 for a table.
sense of “calling” to ministry.
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Several Denver Catholic schools implement organic approach to math
BY CONOR GILLILAND

Last year St. Vincent de Paul Catholic
School rolled out a new math curriculum emphasizing the relationship between numbers, as opposed to rote
memorization.
The program, called “Math in Focus,” is
the American version of a math curriculum originating in Singapore, and is already receiving positive feedback from
parents and teachers alike.
“This program took how people think
about numbers and really dissected it
and created this math program around
it,” said Deshaunne Kurulak, first grade
teacher at St. Vincent’s.

Fellow St. Vincent’s first grade teacher
Sue Gerken explained further.
“First you get them into manipulatives. Then you move from the concrete
to the picture, and then you move from
that to the critical thinking,” Gerken
said. “Every chapter builds on what they
already know.”
Manipulatives are objects that the
students can touch and manipulate to
help them understand the relationships
between numbers. These objects include Base 10 Blocks, three dimensional shapes, and number scales all aimed
at promoting a visual and conceptual
understanding of how numbers work
together.

PHOTO BY CONOR GILLILAND/DCR

ST. VINCENT de Paul School first-grade teacher Sue Gerken helps students
with a number scale manipulative, a tool that demonstrates mathematical relationships.
For example, when faced with a problem like “12 plus seven” students do not
learn to memorize the answer as 19.
Instead they use their blocks to reduce 12
to 10, add two and seven together, and
then add that that sum to 10. This transforms the original problem into “10 plus
nine.” The reason for this is that ones and
tens are easier for our minds to manipulate and students achieve a deeper understanding of the relationship between
the numbers when they work with them
like this, Gerken said.
Kurulak, explained that after manipulatives the students learn to picture
numbers in their minds and work with
numbers without the objects.
“Really picture in your head what five
looks like,” Kurulak tells her students.
“And then if you want to add two, picture what that looks like. Don’t get your
fingers out, but make a picture.”
At the end of each chapter the students
tackle word problems and are required to
write out how and why they solved each
problem in the way they did.
“We constantly question them, ‘Why
are you getting there?’ and ‘How are you
getting there?’” said Gerken.
Gerken asserted that this way of
thinking is “Absolutely more natural.”

“It’s amazing to watch them,” she said
about her students. “You can see their
wheels spinning and they get it. It’s like
we’re programmed to learn it this way,
and it’s much easier to learn.”
Parents are also impressed with the
program.
Charlotte Gillespie, the mother of a
second-grader at St. Vincent’s, says her
daughter’s math skills have become “innate” as a result of the program.
“We’ll go to get an ice cream cone at
Bonnie Brae,” Gillespie said, “and (my
daughter) will say, ‘Oh that’s $2.10,’ because she can do it in her head now.”
Other Catholic schools using the program include St. Mary Littleton, St.
Vincent de Paul, St. Rose of Lima, St.
James, St. Pius X, Christ the King, St.
Bernadette, St. Thomas More and St.
Louis Louisville, according to Mary
Cohen, associate superintendent of
Archdiocese of Denver Catholic Schools.
“The program is still new and it will
take a couple of years to determine its
full effectiveness,” Cohen said, “(but)
we do have evidence of improved math
scores in some of our schools.”
She added that several other Catholic
schools plan to institute the program in
the near future.

Upcoming festivals, liturgies to
benefit Catholic entities, enrich faith
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

The fall season offers many opportunities for family fun events that benefit
Catholic schools, parishes and organizations. Opportunities for spiritual enrichment are also included in the list below.

FESTIVALS AND GALAS
Oktoberfest
Celebrate the feast of the Guardian
Angels at the annual Oktoberfest hosted
by Guardian Angels Church. Come enjoy
German food and desserts, a beer garden,

German music and dance, children’s activities, a live auction, door prizes and
more. Set from 4 p.m.-9 p.m. Oct. 1 at
Guardian Angels Church, 15179 County
Road 7 in Mead. Call 970-535-0721.

St. Thérèse Festival

Family fun abounds at the annual
parish festival at St. Thérèse Parish, 1243
Kingston St. in Aurora. Set from 3 p.m.-9
p.m. Oct. 1 (the parish feast day) and 11
a.m.-7 p.m. Oct. 2. Features lively entertainment, game booths and rides for the
kids. There will be a raffle with prizes of

See Festivals, Page 12
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Increase in Catholic military chaplains

CNS PHOTO/GREGORY A. SHEMITZ

A PORTRAIT of Maryknoll Father Vincent R. Capodanno is displayed in the
Hall of Martyrs at the Maryknoll Mission Center in Maryknoll, N.Y., April 12.
BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON—The U.S. Archdiocese
for the Military Services is reporting an increase in the number of seminarians who
want to become military chaplains.
For the 2011-2012 academic year, there
are 31 co-sponsored and military-affiliated seminarians. Last year there were 23;
in 2009-2010 there were 12 and the previous year only three.
Co-sponsorship means that a diocesan
bishop agrees to accept the seminarian
who will participate in the chaplain candidacy program of one of the branches of
the U.S. armed forces. The bishop agrees
to release him for service as a military
chaplain after three years of pastoral experience as a priest in his diocese. When
the priest leaves military service, he returns to the diocese.
Conventual Franciscan Father Kerry
Abbott, director of vocations for the military archdiocese, called the increase one
of the “untold stories” of spiritual blessings. He said Catholic seminaries in the
U.S. and the Pontifical North American
College in Rome are straining to accommodate the influx of seminarians and
many seminaries have converted guest
rooms to seminarian quarters.
The outlook for future vocations is just
as bright, he said. The archdiocese is currently processing hundreds of inquiries
from prospective military chaplains.
Father Abbott expects anywhere from five
to 10 more to enter seminaries next year,
with still more to come in years to follow.
The timing could not be better. The
U.S. armed forces have seen a steady decline in Catholic military chaplains over
the past 10 years as priests reach the mil-

itary retirement age of 62. Their numbers
are down from more than 400 active in
2001 to 274 this year.
Father Abbott attributes the increase to
the support of bishops and successful recruiting over the past three years.
The growing influx of new co-sponsored seminarians poses an increased
cost for the military archdiocese, which
pays for half of the five-year education.
The archdiocese splits tuition and related
costs evenly with each diocese where the
co-sponsored seminarian is educated
and ordained. In just three years, the
archdiocese’s annual seminary bill has
climbed from less than $40,000 to more
than $350,000.
The Knights of Columbus recently announced a new Venerable Father
McGivney Military Chaplain Scholarship
that will provide $200,000 a year over the
next five years. The archdiocese is now in
search of additional funding sources to
make up the difference.
Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio of the
military archdiocese recently urged a
group of military chaplains to model their
ministry after Maryknoll Father Vincent
R. Capodanno, a chaplain who was killed
in 1967 while performing last rites for
dying soldiers in Vietnam.
During a Sept. 6 memorial Mass for the
priest at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception,
the archbishop said he was certain that
Father Capodanno was only doing his
duty when he died.
“We honor him so as to cultivate within ourselves that same spirit of devotion
and fidelity. Putting into practice his example would be the highest form of
praise,” he said.

Little Sisters retreat day RAD retreat for men set
High school age young men are invited
for women set Nov. 5
to a Radical Awareness of Discipleship

A discernment retreat day for single
women ages 17-35 is set 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Nov. 5 at Little Sisters of the Poor Mullen
Home, 3629 W. 29th Ave., in Denver. The
day is titled, “You are filled with
Goodness.” The retreat will include
Mass, eucharistic adoration, reconciliation, talks by Father Jerry Rohr, and a
presentation by the Little Sisters.
Registration deadline: Nov. 2. Register at
vcdenver@littlesistersofthepoor.org or
call 303-433-7221. No cost to attend.
Participants who desire a “Come-andSee” experience may call to ask about
guest accommodations.

(RAD) retreat to learn more about discerning a vocation to the priesthood. It is
sponsored by the Office of Priestly
Vocations of the Archdiocese of Denver
and led by Father Jim Crisman and seminarians of St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary. The day includes prayer, Mass,
small group discussion, sports, food and
friendship. Bishop James D. Conley will
visit to answer questions. The retreat is set
from 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Nov. 20 at St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary, 1300 S.
Steele St. in Denver. There is no cost to attend. For information, call 303-282-3429.
Register at www.priest4christ.com.
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Craft Fair: sponsored by Knights
of Columbus Welby Council 3268.
To be held at Assumption Catholic
School Gym, 2361 E. 78th Ave.,
Thornton. Free entry, door prizes
and food.
Oct. 8: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Oct. 9: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

tron of cancer victims. To be held
at Our Lady Mount Carmel, 3549
Navajo St., Denver.
Oct. 8: 8 a.m.

Pancake breakfast: at Holy Rosary
Parish, 4688 Pearl St., Globeville.
Cost is $5. Call 303-297-1962.
Oct. 9: 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Anniversary Mass: for Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Latin Mass Church’s
10th anniversary at the seminary
chapel Christ the King, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver.
Oct. 8: 11 a.m.

Holy Name Parish: will host a
week of activites for men, women,
couples, seniors and youth. The
opening Mass on Sunday will be
presided by Bishop Conley. A
Steve Angrisano concert is
planned for Friday and a youth encounter for Saturday. For the detailed schedule, call 303-781-6093
or visit www.holynamedenver.org.
Oct. 23-29

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Annual White Mass: to honor
health care workers to be held at
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver.
Oct: 15: 4:30 p.m.
Healing Mass: at Presentation of
Our Lady Parish, 695 Julian St.,
Denver. Mass celebrant will be
Father Ubald Rugirangoga from
Rwanda.
Oct. 8: 6:30 p.m.
Children’s Day Mass: to remember
children, born and unborn, who
have died this previous year. To be
held at the Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary Chapel at Mount Olivet
Cemetery, 12801 W. 44th Ave.,
Wheat Ridge. Mass celebrant will
be Father Alvaro Montero. Call
303-425-9511.
Oct. 8: 11 a.m.
Mass and Anointing of the Sick:
followed by prayer and a blessing
with the relic of St. Peregrine, pa-

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Neocatechumenal Way
Cathechesis: for adults is being
offered for the next several weeks
on Mondays and Thursdays 7:30
p.m-8:30 p.m. at St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton, Fort Collins; St. Joan of
Arc, Arvada; St. John the
Evangelist, Loveland; St. Louis,
Englewood and St. Thomas More,
Centennial. It’s offered Tuesdays
and Fridays from 7:30 p.m.-8:30
p.m at Presentation Parish,
Denver; Tuesdays and Fridays from
7 p.m.-8 p.m. at St. James Parish,
Denver. Free and open to those 13
or older. Call 303-458-4302.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Archbishop’s Lecture Series:
“Socrates and The New York
Times: Religion in the Public
Square” at Bonfils Hall on the
John Paul II Center campus, 1300
Steele St., Denver. Free and does
not require advance registration.
Sep. 29: 7 p.m.
Lightworks Series: a 14-session introduction to Ignatian spirituality

and the spiritual exercises of St.
Ignatius Loyola. To be held on
Wednesdays at Good Shepherd
Parish, 2626 E. Seventh Ave.,
Denver; and on Thursdays at Regis
University, 3333 Regis Boulevard,
Denver. Cost is $130. Call 303964-5715
Oct. 7 - April 26:
Wed. 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Thur. 4 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Roman Missal Third Edition
Workshop: sponsored by the
Archdiocese of Denver Office of
Liturgy. To be held at St. Thomas
More Church, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. No cost to attend.
Oct. 8: 9 a.m. - 11 a.m.
St. Mark Parish: will be offering the
Bible Timeline program on Tuesdays
and Thursdays starting in October.
Call 303-466-8720 Ext. 117.
Oct. 11: 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Oct. 13: 10 a.m. - noon
Class for Women: “God is Love,”
Pope Benedict XVI’s first encyclical. A series of eight classes will
be presented by Eileen Love from
Endow at the John Paul II Center,
1300 Steele St., Denver. Cost is
$60. Call 303-715-3224 or visit
www.EndowGroups.org
Oct. 12: 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Open house: at Christ the King
Roman Catholic School, 860 Elm
St., Denver. Call 303-321-2123 or

visit www.ckrcs.org
Oct. 20: 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Annual Gospel of Life Conference:
at the John Paul II Center, 1300
Steele St., Denver. Keynote speakers include Father Thomas Berg and
Christian Brugger. Sponsored by
the Respect Life Office. Cost is $25.
Register at www.archden.org/
respectlife or call 303-715-3205.
Oct. 22: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Retrouvaille Weekends: help people through difficult times in marriage and get relationships back
on track. Call 303-973-2206 for
confidential information or visit
www.HelpOurMarriage.com.
Oct. 14 - 16: Colorado Springs
Oct. 21 - 23: Denver
CANCELLED: Roman Missal Third
Edition Workshop: sponsored by
the Archdiocese of Denver Office of
Liturgy. To be held at Spirit of
Christ Church, 7400 W. 80th Ave.
Arvada. There is no cost to attend.
Oct. 26: 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Facilitator Training: for FOCCUS
(Facilitate Open, Caring
Communication, Understanding and
Study) at St. Frances Cabrini, 6673
West Chatfield Ave., Littleton.
Hosted by the Office of Marriage
and Family Life. Register at
www.foccusinc.com or call 303-7153160.
Oct. 29: 8 a.m. - noon
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Festivals
From Page 8
$5,000, $1,000 and $500. Tickets
are $10 each or six for $50 and
are available through the parish
office. Call 303-344-0132.

An Italian Evening
Dominican Sisters Home
Health Agency invites everyone
to celebrate Dominican Sister of
Hope Sister Regis Nuva’s 60th jubilee. An Italian Evening is a
fundraising dinner with proceeds going to continuing free,
in-home care for the poor and
elderly in metro-Denver. The
event will include a four-course
dinner, live Italian music, and a
silent auction. Set from 6:30
p.m.-9:30 p.m. Oct. 8 at St. Joan
of Arc Parish, 127 W. 58th Ave. in
Arvada. Cost is $60 per person or
$110 per couple. Call 303-3221413 Ext. 10 to RSVP or visit
www.domicansisters.org.

Brown Robe Benefit
This year’s Brown Robe event
is titled “Road to the Robe” and
celebrates the unique paths of
Capuchin friars and their “yes”
to the Lord following the example of St. Francis of Assisi.
Proceeds support the lives and
ministries of the Capuchin friars in the Mid-America
Province. The event includes
cocktails, a silent auction, dinner and a live auction.
Celebration starts at 6 p.m. Oct.
14 at the Grand Hyatt Denver,
1750 Welton St. in Denver. For
event updates, to purchase
tickets or for information visit
www.brownrobe.org or call
303-433-0296 Ext. 105.

Cross
From Page 1
Colorado. For six years prior, the
Maronites worshipped as St.
Rafka Maronite Mission at All
Souls Catholic Church in
Englewood.
“For years we were a faithful
without a home,” Ashkar said.
But what began as a social
group in the ‘60s called the
“Cedars Club,” later grew into a
tight community dedicated to
worshipping in their own traditions, he said.
The Sunday festival was ripe
with other ethnic traditions, including an array of Lebanese
dishes like kafta, a ground
meat, and fattoush, a salad
with pita bread, and the sound
of Lebanese folk music.
Hand in hand with men and
women of all ages, Ramsey
Sawaya moved to the music in
a dance called debke, an Arabic
folk dance.
“The great thing about our
church community is that it’s
multi-generational,” Sawaya
said.
Members of the church describe themselves as a congregation of about 50 families
comprised of Middle Eastern

CNS PHOTO/NANCY WIECHEC

STATUE of St. Therese of Lisieux is seen at the National Shrine
of St. Therese in Darien, Ill., in this 2007 file photo. The saint’s
feast day is Oct. 1.

Archbishop’s Guild Fundraiser
Spend a night of fun at the annual
Archbishop’s
Guild
Fundraiser to be held at St. Mark
Parish Center, 3141 W. 96th Ave.
in Westminster on Oct. 15. The
event will include roulette,
bingo, craps, Black Jack, raffle
prizes, drinks, appetizers, $220
casino dollars and music.
Proceeds will benefit local charities. Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
with cocktails and a preview of
the silent auction. Festivities and
appetizers begin at 6 p.m.
Tickets are $35 per person or $60
per couple. Call 303-287-3080.

will be held at Grand Hyatt
Hotel, 1750 Welton St., Denver,
from 5:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m. Nov.
11. This year’s honoree is Sister
Roberta Furey S.C.L. For ticket
information, call 303-458-7220
Ext. 346.

SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT
Mass to honor St. Thérèse

Enjoy an evening of gourmet
dining, silent and live auction
and live music by Hazel Miller
and her band. The ball takes
place every other year to benefit
Mount St. Vincent Home, which
supports families and children
to strengthen their ability to participate emotionally and socially
in their communities. The event

A Mass of the Roses will be
held on the eve of the feast of St.
Thérèse of the Child Jesus, 7
p.m. Sept. 30, at Carmel of the
Holy Spirit Monastery chapel,
6138 S. Gallup St. in Littleton.
Mass celebrant will be Father
Michael Freihofer. Roses will be
blessed and distributed at the
end of Mass. “St. Therese said
she knew our Lord would let her
spend her heaven doing good
on earth and would let fall from
heaven a shower of roses,”
Discalced Carmelite Mother
Gemma Marie Hughes, prioress,
said about the annual Mass of
the Roses. Call 303-798-4176.

immigrants, American-born
Lebanese and other Americans
who married into a Maronite
family.
Some Church sources cite
that of the 3.2 million recorded
Maronites in the world, 94 percent are of Middle Eastern descent. An estimated 215,000
live in the United States, according to the Maronite Order
of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
The Maronites trace their
spiritual heritage to Antioch,
an ancient city in modern day
Turkey, where the apostle Paul
made his first mission. The
Maronite Church later took its
name from the hermit-priest
St. Maron, who died in 410 A.D.
“St. Patrick is to the Catholic
Church in Ireland as St. Maron
is to the Maronite Catholic
Church,” Father Chidiac explained.
Later, the Muslim invasions
of the seventh century forced
many Maronites to flee the
plains of Syria for the mountains of Lebanon. By 687, the
Maronites organized around
St. John Maron and thus developed a distinctive church within the Catholic Church, according to St. Rafka Church.
The festival and Exaltation of
the Holy Cross for George

Attiyeh, who helped organize
the event, is a chance to raise
awareness about Maronites
and their persecution.
“The history and the culture
is extremely romantic to me
because the Maronites survived for hundreds of years in
an area” that is dominated by
Islam, Attiyeh said.
To this day, the Maronites
operate as an autonomous
Church under the pope with
their own hierarchy. The
Maronite Mass is rightly called
the Divine Liturgy. It is recognizably Catholic but celebrated
in a combination of English,
Syriac—a dialect of the
Aramaic
language
Jesus
spoke—and Arabic.
“It has a haunting quality to
it,” parishioner Anita Conkling
said about the liturgy and
music.
After raising the cross, a
group of men and women sang
an Arabic song about the
Mother of God. They gathered
around the cross to pose for
photographs and admire it.
Rosie Gantos, who has attended the parish for three
years, was among them.
“It’s just wonderful to see the
craftsmanship of this cross,”
she said.

Silver Bell Ball

