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Pope tells young to share their faith
BY CINDY WOODEN
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MADRID
(CNS)—Pope
Benedict XVI saw that 1.5 million young people could be buffeted by gusty winds and
drenched by a driving rain and
still fall silently to their knees to
adore the Eucharist.
At the final Mass closing
World Youth Day Aug. 21 in
Madrid, the pope challenged
the Catholic pilgrims to take that
faith, make it grow and share it
with the world.
Despite the hardships of getting to the Cuatro Vientos military air base in blistering heat
Aug. 20 and the downpour during the nighttime vigil with the
pope, hundreds of thousands of
young people from around the
world spent the night on the
open field, praying, singing and
perhaps trying to snatch a few
hours’ sleep.
But they were up, ready and
rowdy when the pope arrived for
the morning Mass.
The pope noticed.
In his homily, he said, the vision of that sea of happy souls
“fills my heart with joy.”
“I think of the special love
with which Jesus is looking upon
you. Yes, the Lord loves you and
calls you his friends,” the pope
told the young.
To the joy of the crowd, particularly the Brazilians present, at
the end of the Mass, the pope
announced that the next international gathering of World
Youth Day would be held in Rio
de Janeiro in 2013.
In his homily at the Mass,
Pope Benedict said faith is not
about understanding a bunch of
facts, “it is an ability to grasp the
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POPE BENEDICT XVI waves to the crowd during the closing Mass of World Youth Day at Cuatro
Vientos airfield in Madrid Aug. 21. "The Lord loves you and calls you his friends," the pope told
the 1.5 million pilgrims attending the finale.
mystery of Christ’s person in all
its depth.”
Even if it feels like a struggle at
times, faith is not primarily
about people working out their
thoughts about God; it starts
with the gift of God’s love and
God’s reaching out to each person, he said.
Faith entails “a personal relationship with Christ, a surrender
of our whole person, with all our
understanding, will and feelings,” he said.
But the pope went even further, telling the young that a personal relationship with Jesus always must be transformed into

DEACON APPRECIATION

young hearts like your own,” he
told the young.
“Let me urge you to strengthen this life of faith which has
been handed down from the
time of the apostles,” he said.
“Make Christ, the Son of God,
the center of your life.”
Pope Benedict told the young
people, who had been texting,
tweeting and posting Facebook
updates about their adventures,
that whenever we really “like”
anything, we share it, and that
must hold true for faith as well.
“You, too, have been given the
extraordinary task of being dis-

See Pope, Page 6
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action, service and love for others. In addition, it must be lived
within the Church, the community of believers to whom Jesus
entrusted his message and his
mission of salvation.
“We cannot follow Jesus on our
own,” he said. Those who try “approach the life of faith with the
kind of individualism so prevalent today” and risk not encountering the real Jesus or “following
a counterfeit Jesus,” he said.
Christ asks each person,
“Who do you say that I am?” the
pope said.
“Respond to him with generosity and courage, as befits

TWENTY-YEAR
deacons pose with
Archbishop Charles
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.

First century / Feast - Aug. 24
Though Bartholomew is listed among the
Twelve Apostles in the synoptic Gospels, little
more is known about him. Some scholars identify him as the apostle Nathanael, whom Jesus
famously described in John 1:47: “Here is a true
Israelite. There is no duplicity in him.”
According to popular tradition, Bartholomew
evangelized in Lycaonia, India and Armenia, where he reportedly
was flayed alive. This image of his martyrdom was a subject of
Renaissance artists. He is a figure of humble faith and commitment.
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Denver archbishop urges youths
to live faith boldly, publicly

Don’t just know about
Christ: Love him
Scripture tells us that after the crushing sadness of the crucifixion, the joy felt by the disciples in recognizing Jesus at
Emmaus was intense. But as deep and personal as their joy
was, it also compelled them to act. Their joy was alive; it was
restless; it made them run back to Jerusalem through the
darkness to bring the Good News to other disciples.
The Emmaus disciples embodied what the Prophet
Jeremiah meant when he said: “(God’s) word is in my heart
like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. I am weary of holding it
in; indeed, I cannot” (Jer 20:9).
That kind of joy is a foretaste of heaven. It’s what God intends for all of us. But we should also remember that in this
world, feelings can be fickle. They’re hot and cold; they come
and go. Ultimately, it’s not how we “feel” that shapes how
genuine our encounter with Jesus is. Our relationship with
Jesus Christ will be determined by how much we’re transformed into him and how much we burn to bring him to others—in other words, by our actions in sharing the Gospel
with other people, by serving the poor and the needy, by defending the unborn child, by building a culture that supports
and encourages the growth of Christian families.
We can learn a vital lesson from the Emmaus story in the
way great artists have portrayed Christ’s breaking of the bread
with the two disciples in classic art.
Rembrandt, the great Dutch painter, did two versions of
the supper at Emmaus. In both, the two disciples are filled
with joy and awe. Yet in both, a servant seems oblivious to
what is taking place at the table.
Another very famous painter, the Italian Caravaggio, also
created a scene showing two amazed disciples with a serene
Jesus. But his work was criticized by the people of his time for
“lacking decorum” because the man serving the table in the
painting seems bored and wears a hat—a sign of disrespect.
The great French painter Delacroix showed a dark room lit
by a golden halo that surrounds Jesus while he dramatically
breaks the bread. But again, in a staircase just behind the
scene, a woman in the painting is shown who completely ignores the miracle happening right in front of her.
These famous paintings of Emmaus carry a warning: It
doesn’t matter how close we are to the presence of Jesus. We
can still completely ignore him, and therefore never experience the transforming power of his love.
It’s not enough to be next to Jesus, or to approve of his
teachings, or to know “about” him. We need to love him. We
need to be with Jesus, and in Jesus. And no one can ever be
fully “with” Jesus if she or he rejects the Catholic Church, the
Church Jesus founded precisely to act in his name and fulfill
his promise, so that he would remain with us until the end of
time.
The sacrament of the Eucharist that anchors our life as
Christians comes to us through the power given to the
Church by Jesus himself. In adoring Jesus Christ in the
Eucharist, we celebrate the mystery of his Church as well.
And when the Holy Father joins us at every World Youth Day,
we welcome him not as a just another human leader or “superstar,” but as the Successor of Peter, the visible head of Christ’s
Church—a Church defined not by the failures and sins of us,
her children, but by being the sacrament of salvation that draws
humanity to the experience of Emmaus every day.
May God grant each one of us, on our personal road to
Emmaus, the gift of acquiring, as Pope Benedict says, “a
deeper faith … a faith robust because it is from the word of
God and the Eucharist, not human ideas.” This is the source
of salvation and lasting joy.
This week’s column is condensed and adapted from the
archbishop’s comments to the Night of Joy gathering of young
people in Madrid sponsored by the Emmanuel Community
during World Youth Day. Archbishop Chaput’s final, farewell
column for the people of the archdiocese will appear in next
week’s Denver Catholic Register.
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DENVER Archbishop Charles J. Chaput leads a religious freedom panel discussion Aug. 17 at
the Love and Life Center, the English-speaking venue at World Youth Day in Madrid. The recently appointed archbishop of Philadelphia urged thousands of pilgrims to live out their
faith boldly in the public square.
BY CONOR GILLILAND
place to do it.”
faces of the pilgrims contrasted
From casting fear into with the maligned faces of the
MADRID—A panel of promi- Catholics in Spain to violence pope-protesters. As the pilgrims
nent Catholics, led by Denver aimed at Christians in Egypt to spontaneously broke into song
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, life issues in the United States, and dance, Alvare concluded
urged thousands of World Youth Archbishop Chaput said it is up that the true news about World
Day pilgrims to live out their to young people to become Youth Day was written on the
faith boldly in the public square. “capable defenders” of the faces of those pilgrims.
“Religious freedom includes faith. He said Catholics should
During a discussion period
the right of religious believers, be informed by trustworthy after the talks, the panelists releaders and communities to Catholic media, because much sponded to the question, “How
take part vigorously in a nation’s of the secular mass media is do we begin to fight secularpublic life,” Archbishop Chaput opposed to the Church and ism?”
told youths from the United pushes a false agenda.
“Instead of fighting secularKingdom, Australia, Canada,
“Being uninformed about ism,” responded Archbishop
New Zealand and the United the world and its problems and Chaput, “let’s promote reliStates during an Aug. 17 discus- issues is a sin against our voca- gious freedom.”
sion at “Love and Life,” the tion as disciples,” he said.
Alvare said what she strives
English-speaking center at the
“We can’t change the direc- to do is to “bring the insight of
international youth gathering.
tion of the world by ourselves the faith to a modern secular
Archbishop Chaput, who will or on our own. But that’s not problem.” Calling faith and
be installed as archbishop of our job,” Archbishop Chaput reason pillars of Catholic truth,
Philadelphia in September, re- said. “Our job—and especially she urged using them boldly in
called a story that came out in your job as young leaders—is tandem as a starting point to
March about a mob of young to let God change us, and then fight secularism.
people who stormed the chapel through us, God will change
Other panel speakers includof a well-known Spanish univer- others and the world.”
ed Knights of Columbus
sity, ridiculing the faith, insulting
Panel speaker Helen Alvare, Supreme Knight Carl Anderson,
the pope, and inciting fear in associate professor of law at who spoke on the philosophical
other young students who were George Mason University in milieu of anti-Christianity.
trying to pray there.
Fairfax, Va., said she had al- Basilian Father Thomas Rosica,
“People tend to think of ready seen youths letting God CEO of Salt and Light Media
Spain as a Catholic country,” he change others and the world at Foundation in Toronto, spoke
said. “But this example of anti- Madrid’s World Youth Day.
passionately about his city’s
Catholic bigotry happened
She said she conducted an in- World Youth Day experience in
right here, in this beautiful city, formal experiment while watch- 2002, and Pablo Barroso, proat the Complutense University ing secular media coverage of ducer of the upcoming film
of Madrid. ... So today is a good World Youth Day on television— “Cristiada,” spoke about seculartime to talk about religious she turned down the volume ism and Mexico’s Cristero
freedom, and Madrid is a good and observed the joy on the Rebellion of the 1920s.
D E N V E R C AT H O L I C R EG I S T E R
CIRCULATION CUSTOMER SERVICE: 303-722-4687 OR CIRCULATION@ARCHDEN.ORG
Published by the Archdiocese of Denver, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210
General Manager
Jeanette DeMelo

Denver Catholic Register (USPS 557-020) is published weekly except the last week of December and the
first week of January, and in June, July and August when it goes bi-weekly. The Register is printed by
The Denver Post LLC in Denver. Periodical postage paid in Denver, CO.

Editor
Roxanne King

Subscriptions: $35 a year in Colorado; $42 per year out of state. Foreign countries: $42 surface, all
countries, 6-8 weeks for delivery; $135 air, all other countries (average). Mexico, $48 air; Canada, $55 air.
Postmaster: Send address changes to: Denver Catholic Register, Circulation Dept., 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or e-mail circulation@archden.org.

Ad Manager
Chad Andrzejewski

Editorial: 303-715-3215 or editor@archden.org Advertising: 303-715-3206 or dcrads@archden.org
Circulation: 303-715-3211 or circulation@archden.org
Online: www.DenverCatholicRegister.org

C AT H O L I C L I F E l 3

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l AUGUST 24, 2011

Colorado Connection to World Youth
Day draws 400 pilgrims to Greeley
Two-day pilgrimage
ends with sunrise
Mass at stadium

PHOTO BY NISSA LAPOINT

A YOUNG woman receives Eucharist at the Colorado
Connection to World Youth Day sunrise Mass in Greeley Aug.
21. The event was held at Weld County District 6 Stadium.
“I didn’t know I would meet
this many people,” said Anna
Fiedler, 14, of St. Mary. “I think
this was a good alternative.”
As the Mass began Sunday
morning, several Knights of
Columbus in full regalia led
the procession of celebrants
and altar servers to a stage.
The main celebrant of the
concelebrated Mass was Msgr.
Bernard Schmitz, vicar for
priests and pastor of Mother
of God Parish in Denver.
Father David Nix of St.
Anthony of Padua in Sterling
assisted.
Msgr. Schmitz reflected on
the Gospel reading when
Jesus asked “Who do you say I
am?” He encouraged the
youths to take up their armor
of faith and follow the Lord
Jesus as his disciples.
“I call upon all young people to respond to the call of
Christ,” Msgr. Schmitz said.
“When we allow the love of
God, we allow the riches of
God to touch us and be rooted
in us.”
All the youths together that
day, he continued, are joined
in faith with those in Madrid.
This same faith that brought
everyone together should
make them realize that God
invites us and calls us to his
very being, he said.
Together the youths and

parents sang “Holy God, We
Praise Thy Name” along with
the choir and hand bell choir
from St. John the Baptist.
The sunrise Mass and the
whole experience was a benefit for James Maher, 13, of St.
John the Baptist, who could
not make World Youth Day in
Madrid because the school
year began.
“I would do it again,” Maher
said. “We got a lot of time to
talk to God.”
Some families only attended the sunrise Mass, which for
Rhonda Curran of Niwot and
her daughter Piper, 17, was an
amazing time.
“As soon as the Mass started, it was a joy,” Rhonda
Curran said. “I loved to see all
the kids together.”
The World Youth Day connection was a first in
Colorado, Ritz said, and is
something the event committee and more than 100 volunteers hope will be repeated.
“We definitely plan to do
that, and we hope it will continue to grow,” Ritz said.
As a whole, Msgr. Schmitz
believes the youth had a positive experience and likely
made new friendships, he
said.
“You never know how this
will affect some kids,” Msgr.
Schmitz said.

Archbishop’s final public Masses set Aug. 26 and 28
Everyone is invited to attend the final Masses open to
the public that will be celebrated
by
Archbishop
Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
At 7 p.m. Aug. 26, the archbishop will celebrant a bilin-

CHRISTOPHER STEFANICK

Setting the record straight
about World Youth Day

BY NISSA LAPOINT

As the warm rays of the sun
broke the crisp morning air
Aug. 21, youths huddled in
blankets and prayed with
folded hands at a Mass in
Greeley marking the end of
World Youth Day Coloradostyle.
“I thought the Mass was
beautiful and the birds were
flying all around (us),” said 16year-old Samantha Macias of
St. John the Baptist Catholic
Church in Longmont. “Other
than the cold, it was amazing.”
The sunrise Mass celebrated in the grassy field at Weld
County District 6 Stadium
concluded a two-day experience for about 400 registered
youths and parents who
couldn’t make the trip to
World Youth Day in Madrid,
Spain. St. Mary Parish in
Greeley, at the initiative of former pastor Father Reinhold
Weissbeck and with the support of current administrator
Father Pawel Zborowski, organized the events called
Colorado Connection as a way
for youths to experience a pilgrimage without leaving the
country.
“One of our main goals
when we first established the
(event) was to offer a lot of
young people a way to engage,” said Susie Ritz, youth
minister at St. Mary. “We also
wanted kids to have a stronger
sense of our universal Church
and bring it down to the local
Church.”
The pilgrim experience
kicked off Saturday with a
two-mile walk to Northridge
High School’s stadium. Youths
from across the state joined
for events through the night,
including performances by
Christian rock bands 7eventh
Time Down and Building 429
as well as adoration, fellowship and a satellite feed of
Pope Benedict XVI celebrating
Mass in Madrid.

THE GOOD NEWS ON YOUTH

gual Mass organized by
Hispanic Ministry and held
at the Western Stock Show
Complex,
located
at
Interstate 70 and Brighton
Boulevard in Denver.
At 6:30 p.m. Aug. 28,

Archbishop Chaput will celebrate his final Mass open to
the public at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, located at
Colfax Avenue the Logan
Street in downtown Denver.

Denver pilgrims got front row seats to the riots that took
place in Madrid to protest World Youth Day. They broke out just
outside of our hotel. Thankfully, no one was hurt.
The incident was spun by many mainstream news outlets
around the world with the same choice words. Google “lavish
party for the pope” and you’ll be amazed at the lack of originality in reporting. To cite one outlet, The Denver Post posited that
“Thousands of protesters … took to Madrid’s streets to decry
the expense of a rock festival-style, million-strong youth party
for Pope Benedict XVI at a time of economic crisis … in time for
lavish World Youth Day celebrations.”
The spin accomplished by this reporting gives me media-induced vertigo. To set the record straight, in case you were successfully spun: World Youth Day is not a luxurious party for a
megalomaniacal octogenarian that drains a different nation’s
economy every three years.
Anyone who has been to a World Youth Day would chuckle at
the choice of the word “lavish” to describe the experience. Have
you ever waited 90 minutes to use a porta-potty? I have! Only at
World Youth Day. It’s a pilgrimage in the truest sense. While vacations are for rest and luxury (if you can afford the latter), pilgrimages tend to be packed with redemptive suffering. This can
be especially true at a World Youth Day.
Even if pilgrims attempt to avoid austerity, it has a way of
finding you when you’re in a crowd 1 million strong. There’s
simply no way for a city to gracefully accommodate such numbers. World Youth Day pilgrims are often hungry, thirsty, tired
and without access to bathrooms, among other basic necessities. Though, miraculously, they’re usually smiling!
As for World Youth Day being a “party for the pope,” you’d be
hard-pressed to find a single pilgrim who would describe the
purpose of his trip in those terms—the pope included. Labeling
it a “party for the pope” is like labeling the Democratic National
Convention that took place in Denver a “party for Obama.”
World Youth Day is a celebration of Catholic youth with the
pope. Are they excited about the pope? You bet! But that’s a far
cry from the occasion being a party “for” him.
And as far as World Youth Days hurting the economies of host
cities, nothing could be further from the truth. According to the
executive director of World Youth Day Madrid, Yago de la
Cierva, not a dime of the event’s expenses came from the taxpayers of Madrid: 30 percent was from donations and 70 percent was from fees the pilgrims paid.
The irony is that even if protestors were correct about the
source of the funding, some basic math would reveal that they
still have no good reason to protest. World Youth Day brings in
about 1 million visitors who spend at least $20 per day for at
least six days. That’s a minimum of $120 million—though event
organizers estimate that World Youth Day will pump $144 million into the local economy. Even if the city had put $70 million
into the event, it would have doubled on the investment for its
people. Perhaps the rioters should turn their anger toward
math illiteracy.
Only a people steeped in the dogmas of the “culture of death”
—wherein humans are always seen as a “drain”—would overlook the obvious financial blessings of a crowd 1 million strong.
The good news is that even if a riot is thousands strong and
reaches a violent pitch, if it happens in a crowd of a million
most of those present won’t even notice it! This was the case in
Madrid. While our Denver pilgrims had the unfortunate experience of getting a bird’s-eye view of the riots, most pilgrims
weren’t even aware it was happening. The culture of death was
muted by the sheer multitude of joyful Catholic young people
celebrating the beauty and universality of their faith.
Along those lines, it could well be that this article is your first
wind of any bad press at all about World Youth Day. That’s understandable. If you Google “World Youth Day,” there’s so much
Catholic news, positive press, and so many youth group websites that it takes several pages to find a negative story from
mainstream media.
Maybe what constitutes “mainstream” is changing. A million
youths who just got home from Spain probably think so.
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Among the ‘progressed’
Thomas Merton is usually thought of as a liberal or progressive Catholic, which in many respects he was: he certainly tilted left politically, on civil rights and Vietnam; he wanted
to explore new modes of monastic life, putting the Western
monastic tradition in conversation with Eastern religions; he
chafed under authority throughout his Trappist life; he had a
strong sense of self, the 20th-century equivalent of what the
Reformation controversialists called “private judgment.” I’ve
no ideas what Merton’s liturgical practices were, but it’s not
easy to imagine him a rubrical traditionalist.
Yet for all of that, I’ve often had the sneaking suspicion
that, had he lived beyond his untimely death in 1968, Merton
might—just might—have become one of the first Catholic
neoconservatives. Why?
One reason is that he was too smart to swallow the juvenile
political leftism into which Catholic progressives fell from the
late Sixties through the Seventies. Merton had known the real
thing—that is, real communists—in his Columbia undergraduate days, and I suspect he would not have been much impressed with the Woodstock-generation imitation. Merton’s rivalry with Daniel Berrigan might have been another factor
pushing him toward a critique of progressive Catholicism: as
Berrigan, the Church’s other poet-activist, moved farther and
farther left, Merton might have recoiled in a different direction.
Then there was Merton’s interest in religion in Asia: had he lived
to see the vast persecution wrought by communists on
Catholics and Buddhists alike in Vietnam, Tibet and China, the
cause of religious freedom might have been for him, as it was
for Richard John Neuhaus, a pathway out of “The Movement.”
No one will ever know for sure where Thomas Merton
would have ended up, ideologically speaking. But we do
know that he was not altogether comfortable with the
Catholic progressives of his own time, and we know that from
his own hand. Merton and his old friend Robert Lax wrote
each other a long series of what they called “nonsense letters,” crafted in a deliberately zany style but making serious
points from time to time. Here, in that inimitable style, is
Merton to Lax in 1967 on the subject of Catholic progressives:
“I am truly spry and full of fun, but am pursued by the vilifications of progressed Catholics. Mark my word man there is
no uglier species on the face of the earth than progressed
Catholics, mean, frivol, ungainly, inarticulate, venomous, and
bursting at the seams with progress into the secular cities
and Teilhardian subways. The Ottavianis was bad but these
are infinitely worse. You wait and see.”
It’s hard not to see real prescience on Merton’s part here.
Today’s progressive Catholic world seems to be coming
unglued. Examples abound; here are two particularly ripe ones.
In May, Archbishop Timothy Dolan, president of the U.S.
bishops’ conference, wrote to Congressman Paul Ryan, laying
out basic principles of Catholic social doctrine and welcoming
a conversation with the House budget committee chairman on
the application of those principles to political reality. This entirely sensible letter was greeted by one progressive blogger
with a lengthy and vaguely paranoid post hinting at a vast and
dark conspiracy to starve children and welfare mothers, the coconspirators being Dolan; Ryan; Msgr. David Malloy (general
secretary of the bishops’ conference); the Prefect of the Papal
Household; Bishop Fabian Bruskewitz of Lincoln; your columnist; and a parish in Milwaukee I had never heard of. Very odd.
Then there was The Tablet, England’s premier progressive
Catholic journal, which marked the April 29 Royal Wedding
with an editorial recommending pre-marital co-habitation.
The practice, it was argued, had proven such a good preparation for marriage (cf. William and Kate) that the Church
ought to get with the program. Biblical morality and two millennia of Church teaching jettisoned because of ubiquitous
contemporary randiness and despite empirical data showing
that pre-marital co-habitation is a good predictor of eventual
divorce: odder still.
Merton told us to “wait and see” about that “ungainly”
species he called “progressed Catholics.” Well, we’ve waited.
We’ve seen. The picture isn’t a pretty one.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Aug. 28: 22nd Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Jeremiah 20:7-9
• Psalm 63:2-9
• Romans 12:1-2
• Matthew 16:21-27
Synopsis: Jeremiah was a
priest in Jerusalem at a time
when the nation was in serious
trouble. The northern kingdom
had been destroyed by the
Assyrians and now the southern
kingdom was under siege by the
Babylonians. In this week’s first
reading we hear Jeremiah
lament his pathetic condition.
He had spoken out against the
spiritual and moral corruption
of his people. He warned them
that if they did not repent of
their idolatry Jerusalem would
be destroyed and they would become slaves. Jeremiah told the
truth, but that only infuriated
the leaders, provoking derision
and reproach. He was beaten
and put in stocks. Jeremiah suffered because he refused to alter
God’s word just to appease corrupt and faithless leaders. In the
second reading St. Paul urges us

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Historian-author seeking
photos, information
I am in the final stages of
preparing a comprehensive
book about Denver’s celebrated “Angel of Charity” and
“Apostle of the Sacred Heart,”
Julia Greeley (d.1918), who has
often been recalled in Denver
Catholic Register articles. I am
searching for photographs of
and/or basic biographical information about a number of
people, perhaps your relatives
or acquaintances, who in years
past were involved in various
facets of Julia’s remarkable
story.
These friends of Julia were:
Mildred
Connell
Arkins,
Theodora O’Donnell Arnold,
Eleanor Pavella Castellan, Dan
Cronin, Dr. Martin Currigan,
John H. Dalrymple, Agnes

not to be conformed to the
world, but “be transformed by
the renewal your mind.” True
worship, Paul says, involves offering your very bodies “as a living sacrifice.” By doing so we
give ourselves in love just as
Christ did. To be a Christian
means that one’s whole life reflects the Paschal Mystery. In the
Gospel Jesus predicts his passion for the first time. But Peter,
not understanding the Lord’s
purpose, tries to dissuade him.
Peter’s problem was that he still
judged things by worldly standards and what was politically
expedient. But Jesus reminds
him that God’s ways are not
man’s ways. The true disciple resists the temptation to be conformed to the world. Instead, he
takes up his cross and allows
himself to be transformed by
Christ.
Key verse: “Do not conform
yourselves to this age but be
transformed by the renewal of
your mind” (Rom 12:2).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “Spiritual progress
tends toward ever more intimate
union with Christ. This union is
called “mystical” because it participates in the mystery of Christ
through the sacraments. The
Hines Erger, Rose Stetter
Fisher, Mrs. H.E. Gallagher,
Wilma
Gerspach,
Helen
Hyland Griffin, Agnes Day
Grosheider, John F. Healey Jr.,
Rose Ann Honeyman, Judge
Neil Horan, William P. Horan
(mortician), Mrs. Michael
Howard, Lucile Hagus Imherr,
Ellen Madden (Mrs. Thomas)
Lee, Carrie Lindblad, John
McNulty, Madelyn Nicholds
(1939 Loretto Heights grad),
Helen Noonan R.N., Terence
Owens, Frank Reynolds, Jennie
J. Ryan, Marjorie Urquhart
Simpson, Marguerite Graves
Stephens,
George
Hill
Urquhart, Agnes Rooney
Urquhart, Agnes Gaveghan
(Mrs. Joseph) Walsh, Eva Walsh
and Francis O. Worland.
If any Register readers can
help me, I would be most grateful.
Father Blaine Burkey,
O.F.M. Cap.

way of perfection passes by way
of the Cross. There is no holiness
without renunciation and spiritual battle” (No. 2014-2015).

Pope Benedict XVI: St. Paul’s
exhortation to the Romans is a
concise description of how the
Eucharist makes our whole life
a spiritual worship pleasing to
God. Catholic doctrine, in fact,
affirms that the Eucharist, as
the sacrifice of Christ is also the
sacrifice of the Church, and
thus of all the faithful. This insistence on sacrifice—a “making sacred”—expresses all the
existential depth implied in the
transformation of our human
reality as taken up by Christ”
(“Sacramentum Caritatis,” 70).

Life application: The transformation of our lives began in
baptism, was strengthened in
confirmation and continues in
the Eucharist, and the
Eucharist is inseparable from
the cross. The cross is not just
an emblem of our salvation, it
is an invitation—an invitation
to follow Christ and actively
participate in his work of transforming the world. Our whole
life as Christians follows the
pattern of the Paschal Mystery,
which alone has the power to
change the world for the better.

Communication director
and archivist
Capuchin Province of
Mid-America
Denver
To contact Father Burkey: mail
3553 Wyandot St., Denver CO
80211; phone 303-477-5542;
email blaine.burkey@gmail.com;
online www.midamcaps.org.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize that
the opinions expressed in letters to the
editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation or libelous
statements will not be printed. Unsigned
letters will not be printed. Letters may
be edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-7152045. E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Aug. 26: Blessing and grand opening of Guadalupe Assistance Center for Catholic Charities, Greeley (9 a.m.);
Mass (open to the public), Western Stock Show Complex, Denver (7 p.m.)
Aug. 28: 100th anniversary Mass, St. Anthony Parish, Sterling (1 p.m.); Last public Mass, Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception, (6:30 p.m.)
Aug. 29: Opening Mass for St. John Vianney Theological Seminary (5:30 p.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Aug. 25: Mass, Mother of God Church (8 a.m.); Mass, Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem,
Colorado Chapter, St. Thomas More Parish, Centennial (6 p.m.)
Aug. 26-27: Keynote speaker, Diocese of Tulsa catechetical conference, Tulsa, Okla.
Aug. 28: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
Aug. 29: Archdiocesan employees’ meeting, JPII Center (8:15 a.m.); Seeds of Hope, Golf for Hope, Glenmoor
Country Club
Aug. 30: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
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Truths made concrete in pilgrimage
BY ELIZABETH WISNIEWSKI

MADRID—After attending World
Youth Day in Cologne, Germany, in 2005,
I thought I would not attend another one.
But when Auxiliary Bishop James Conley
invited me and nine other young adults
from the Denver area to join him on the
famed el camino (“the Way”) pilgrimage
route to walk 100 miles in five days to the
crypt of St. James culminating with World
Youth Day 2011 in Madrid, I said yes.
Because of my previous experience
with World Youth Day, I had certain expectations of what Madrid had in store.
But God has a way of making concrete the
simple truths of our faith through pilgrimage.
Upon entering Madrid I found it to be
large and unfamiliar. But as pilgrims from
six continents visibly took over the city, I
found that it became smaller and friendlier with each and every orange and red
WYD backpack I encountered.
At the prayer vigil on Saturday night
and Mass with Pope Benedict XVI on
Sunday morning I had hopes and expectations of seeing the pope on the altar.
Although there was disappointment in
not seeing the Vicar of Christ except for
on the TV screen, there was a deep revelation that World Youth Day is really about
Christ in the Eucharist.
One might ask, “Why travel all the way
to Madrid when you can find Christ in the
church down the street?” My answer: In
finding Christ at World Youth Day I also
found so much more. The truth that
Christ is present body, blood, soul and divinity in the Eucharist was magnified by a
million pilgrims on their knees in the
middle of a barren, dry, unwelcoming
field. Led by Pope Benedict, I along with a
million other Catholics met in one place
to meet Christ.
As the pope addressed the pilgrims at
the largest Mass ever held in Spain, he
challenged us to follow the example of
the successors of Christ and make disciples of all nations. In a world that often
dismisses the wisdom of our elders, an
84-year-old man drew more young peo-

PHOTO PROVIDED

A SIGN marks the famed Camino de
Santiago pilgrimage route in Spain.
ple to one place in greater numbers than
the likes of Taylor Swift or Lady Gaga—all
to experience not him, the pope, but
Christ and the living, universal Church.
Pope Benedict ended the Mass by first
addressing us as “Dear young people,”
then as “friends.” He finished with asking
us to pray for him, our pope, as the successor of Peter.
Newspaper articles were quick to report the negative impact of World Youth
Day on Madrid, focusing on the population increase, cramped subways and excess trash left in the streets. What they
failed to capture was the palpable magnitude of being surrounded by hundreds of
thousands of youths eager to reveal their
pride and gratitude for the Church; the
true joy these pilgrims experienced in
meeting fellow Catholics from other
countries; and the local citizens whose
beaming smiles and kind words told us
that we have forever changed their city for
the better.
Elizabeth Wisniewski mentors Catholic
girls and teens. You can watch videos, see
photos and read a blog about the El
Camino-World Youth Day pilgrimage
group at www.onebillionstories.com.
Click on “World Youth Day.”

A teen’s World Youth Day journal
BY BETSY SAVA

Day 1 – Aug. 15: Visit Avila/ Valley of
the Fallen
History is really everything. History
teaches us how and where St. Teresa
lived (Avila, Spain) and history explains
conflicts surrounding certain cathedrals. Being Catholic is like history,
too—explaining what was and who we
are today.

Day 2 – Aug. 16: World Youth Day –
Opening day
World Youth Day solidifies the meaning
of “catholic.” Not only defining “catholic”
as “universal”—reaching every person,
no matter age, language location or
time—catholic also means “here comes
everybody!” and there they were.

Day 3 – Aug. 17: World Youth Day
(Witnessed protests today)
To best defend the faith, you must
first live the faith. There will be persecution no matter what; our best defense is
to set the example.

PHOTO PROVIDED

2011 World Youth Day pilgrims pose
for a photo.
Day 4 – Aug. 18: World Youth Day –
Papal welcome
Sometimes language is a barrier; trying to read a map or travel through a
crowd of thousands of people is nearly

See Journal, Page 12
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Driving rain, wind don’t dampen spirits during World Youth Day vigil
BY GRETCHEN R. CROWE

MADRID (CNS)—Hours after firefighters doused overheated pilgrims
with much-needed jets of water, the
heavens added to their efforts by driving rain and wind onto the more than 1
million young Catholics camping at
Cuatro Vientos airbase for the World
Youth Day vigil.
But the rain did not dampen the spirits of the pilgrims, who sang and chanted all the louder for Pope Benedict XVI,
who entered the airbase to cheers and
applause. The pope, however, skipped
the longer speech he had prepared in
favor of short addresses to pilgrims in
Spanish, French, English, German,
Italian, Portuguese and Polish.
In the different languages Aug. 20, he
told the young people to be proud of the
gift of their faith and they should “gather with others to deepen it, be faithful to
the celebration of the Eucharist, the
mystery of faith par excellence.”
Pope Benedict asked that the youths,
during the eucharistic adoration that
followed, “raise our minds and hearts to
Jesus Christ” so he “may he pour out his
Spirit upon us and upon the whole
Church, that we may be a beacon of
freedom, reconciliation and peace for
the whole world.”
He encouraged them to seek their vocation and to “persevere in it with joy
and fidelity, knowing that he never
abandons you or betrays you.”
“Guard the flame which God has lit in
your hearts tonight. Never let it go out,

CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING

PILGRIMS pray during Eucharistic adoration being led by Pope Benedict XVI
at the World Youth Day prayer vigil in Madrid Aug. 20. Pilgrims endured 30
minutes of heavy rain during the vigil.
renew it each day, share it with your
contemporaries who live in darkness
and who are seeking a light for their
way,” he said. “This vigil will remain as
an unforgettable experience in your
lives.”
The pilgrims began arriving in the
morning—some on foot, some via
Metro, some by bus—at the airbase
baking in the Spanish desert. Using

sleeping bags and tarps, they staked
their claims for sleeping space.
Throughout the day, firefighters hosed
off grateful crowds, and pilgrims clamored for drinking water. As the sun
lowered in the sky, anticipation began
to build for the arrival of the pope,
who entered Cuatro Vientos in his
popemobile to shouts of joy and welcome.

Pope
From Page 1
ciples and missionaries of Christ in other
lands and countries filled with young
people who are looking for something
greater,” the pope said.
Share the faith, he said, and help them
see they are right when “their heart tells
them that more authentic values do exist”
and they resist being “seduced by the
empty promises of a lifestyle which has
no room for God.”
Even before Mass began, officials of
World Youth Day broadcast another challenging message to the crowd, telling
them that most pilgrims would not be
able to receive Communion during Mass
and asking them to offer it up as a sacrifice for the pope.
Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi,
Vatican spokesman, said the plan was to
distribute Communion from 17 eucharistic chapels set up on the perimeter of the
airfield. The storm Aug. 20 destroyed several of the chapel-tents, and police asked
organizers to dismantle most of the others
because they posed a danger in the wind.
Canadian Bishop Donald Bolen of
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, joined about 80
pilgrims from four groups in his diocese.
He said the pilgrims found the whole
experience “enjoyable and meaningful,
and in some instances, transformative.
Will they pray daily, celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation frequently, help
those who suffer, and take time to discern
their vocation?
“I think if you asked them now, many of
them would say yes, they will try,” he said.
“It is my profound hope that the experiences of the past two weeks will stay with
them, and that the experience of God’s

The storm arrived shortly after the
pope did and caused a temporary
pause in the proceedings. Once the
skies cleared, however, eucharistic
adoration continued as planned, and
pilgrims dropped to their knees in reverence in front of the Blessed
Sacrament.
A deep silence followed, during
which pilgrims prayed quietly, either
standing or kneeling on the ground.
Cheers erupted again for the Holy
Father as he left the stage.
“It’s really crazy being here right
now, (seeing) all the youth supporting
the pope,” said Melissa Emmel of
Madison, Wis. “You don’t realize all the
people that are in the Church until you
come and see something like this.”
Emmel said she would love to know
what the pope was thinking, looking
out at the crowd.
“He knows that it’s not for him, but
that it’s for Jesus Christ, and that people love Jesus Christ and want to be in
the Church and to get to heaven,” she
said.
Rachel Leghezza, 17, from the
Diocese of Brooklyn, N.Y., said the experience was “unworldly.”
“You have these little connections
with people from other countries
where you just kind of click and you
realize that you’re all here for the same
reason, to rejoice and celebrate being
Catholic,” she said. “Seeing over a million people in unison celebrating God
is ... something to be seen.”

presence and of the Church which they
have felt here will be the seedbed for a
deepening commitment to Christian discipleship. But as with all of us, time will tell.
“Many of the youth have already shown
signs of serious commitment to a life of
Christian discipleship; others are certainly
searching. There is no doubt, however,
that the experience of World Youth Day is
a gift for both those already committed
and those still searching,” he said.
Brigette Liss, a 26-year-old from
Chicago, said she has a difficult time attending Mass every Sunday while working.
“This experience has helped me come
back to Mass and see how important it is
to keep up on your faith and be sure that
every day you take time out to pray and
think of God,” she said.
Liss said it was the catechesis and the
witness of so many young people alive in
their faith—wearing it on their sleeves”—
that helped her. She also went to confession for the first time in four years.
Father Loreto “Bong” Rojas, pastor of
St. James Parish in Davis, Calif., traveled
to Madrid with 33 youths, ages 14-24,
from the Diocese of Sacramento.
He said just the way they handled the
hardship of getting to Cuatro Vientos—
squashed like sardines on the Metro and
walking miles in the heat—shows they
got the message, especially about charity.
“They may not be able to verbalize it on
a theoretical level, but on a practical level,
they are there,” he said. “It’s very real.
We’re a big group and they are very mindful of each other. Some were not up to the
walk and others, who wanted to experience the 8-kilometer (5-mile) walk, volunteered to stay with them.”

Contributing to this story was Gretchen
R. Crowe in Madrid.
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Charismatic renewal conference to feature
Bishop Conley, Jesuit Father Robert Faricy
BY JOHN GLEASON

You just never know what God
may have in mind for you when
you open your heart to him.
It’s with that spirit everyone is
invited to attend the 2011
Archdiocesan
Charismatic
Ministries conference, “Fanning
the Flame: Called to Love, Called
to Serve” set for Sept. 23-25 in
Aurora.
The conference, sponsored by
the
Colorado
Catholic
Charismatic Committee, will
feature national speakers, workshops, Mass, confession, adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
and praise music throughout
the weekend.
Presenters at this year’s conference include Denver Auxiliary
Bishop James D. Conley; author
Deacon Alex Jones, evangelization coordinator for the Detroit
Archdiocese; and Caroline
Gambale-Dirkes, co-founder of
2Tim4 Ministries and member of
charismatic renewal’s National
Service Committee.
Other speakers include popular charismatic speaker and
prolific author Jesuit Father
Robert Faricy, theologian and
emeritus professor of the
Pontifical Gregorian University;
consecrated woman and retreat
leader Cheryl Nguyen, and
local author and youth minister
Jim Beckman.
Conference
coordinator
Monica Hernandez said the purpose of the conference is to help
Catholics renew their faith.
“God is here and now,” she
said. “He wants to have a relationship with us. This is what we
explore at the conference.”

CHARISMATIC
MINISTRIES
CONFERENCE
Title: Fanning the Flame: Called
to Love, Called to Serve
When: Sept. 23-25
Where: Red Lion Hotel, 3200
S. Parker Road, Aurora
Cost: $30 per person, $50 per
couple
Information: online www.archdencharismatic.org; phone
303-745-6157
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA

DENVER Auxiliary Bishop
James D. Conley will be
among the presenters at the
Sept. 23-25 “Fanning the
Flame: Called to Love, Called
to Serve” conference sponsored by Colorado Catholic
Charismatic Committee.
Hernandez said last year’s
conference drew 300 people.
Organizers are hoping to double
that number this year.
“We’re not targeting any one
age group,” Hernandez said.
“This is family-friendly for all
generations; a place where they
can come to pray and be prayed
for.”
Gambale-Dirkes participates
in dozens of events like this
every year. She said she is looking forward to the September
conference.
“Some people attend because they’re weary and need to
be re-energized,” she said.
“Others want to find ways to be
more effective in their ministry

and have a better relationship
with God.”
She said people should be
prepared for God to act in their
lives.
“You have to do the ridiculous
to see the miraculous,” she said,
“and that means that when you
agree to answer the call of the
Holy Spirit—watch out—because amazing things are going
to happen.”
Catholic Charismatic Renewal
began in 1967 at a retreat weekend about the Holy Spirit with a
group of students at Duquesne
University in Pennsylvania.
Since
then,
Catholic
Charismatic Renewal has grown
to more than 20 million active
members throughout the world.
The “Fanning the Flame” conference will be held at the Red
Lion Hotel, 3200 S. Parker Road
in Aurora. Cost of the three-day
event is $30 per person, $50 per
couple. More information is
available online at www.arch
dencharismatic.org or by calling
303-745-6157.

Women’s retreat to explore the ‘Courage to Love’
BY JULIE FILBY

fects their families and everyone around them.”
Need a break, ladies? All
ENDOW traditionally holds
women are invited to the re- a conference each fall, but this
treat “Courage to Love” to be year determined a more nurheld Sept. 9-10 at Nativity of turing and relaxing event
Our Lord Church in
would benefit attenBroomfield.
dees.
The event, organ“We wanted to creized
by
ENDOW
ate more of a ‘retreat(Educating on the
like’
atmosphere,”
Nature and Dignity of
said Polakovic. “We
Women), a Catholic
sensed that many
education-based
women today are in
ministry, hopes to
need
of a retreat more
BISHOP
provide
women—
than
a conference—
MICHAEL J.
married,
single,
they need time to
SHERIDAN,
young and senior—an
pray, reflect, be fed
S.T.D.
uplifting weekend of
spiritually,
receive
renewal.
sacraments, and enjoy the
“Between working, raising company of other Catholic
children and tending to the women.”
needs of others, women’s lives
Weekend activities will inare very stressful,” said Terry clude a cocktail reception,
Polakovic, co-founder and ex- meals, keynote talks, small
ecutive director of ENDOW. group discussion, Mass, eu“Women, in particular, are charistic adoration and opsensitive to how this stress af- portunities for confession.

WOMEN’S RETREAT
‘COURAGE TO
LOVE’
All women are invited
When: Sept. 9-10
Where: Nativity of Our Lord
Parish, 900 W. Midway Blvd.,
Broomfield
Fee: $135 adults, $99 teens,
$200 mother-daughter
Register:
www.EndowGroups.org
Questions: Call 303-715-3224
or email jamie.gruber@arch
den.org
Hosted by: ENDOW (Educating
on the Nature and Dignity of
Women)

“We hope (attendees) come
away refreshed, both physically and spiritually,” said

See ENDOW, Page 8
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Catholic Charities to open $4 million resource center in Greeley
BY CAHLEEN HEGARTY

Thanks to the incredible
spirit and support of the Weld
County community and
Catholic Charities, the area’s
homeless, poor and other vulnerable populations now have
an invaluable resource to help
them on the road to self-sufficiency: the new Guadalupe
Community Center, which
will be dedicated on Aug. 26.
The center will open in early
September.
The center, located at 1442

PHOTO PROVIDED

THE NEW Guadalupe Community Center, located at 1442 N. 11th Ave. in Greeley, will be dedicated by Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., at 9 a.m. Aug. 26. A reception and tours will follow from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
N. 11th Ave. in Greeley, is a
state-of-the-art, centralized,
13,000-square-foot facility
that is an accessible one-stop
approach to getting people
back on their feet by providing
not only shelter, but homeless-prevention resources and
case management.
“We hope people will perceive the shelter as a welcoming and safe place to come
and get the support, healing
and encouragement they
need to work themselves out
of a crisis,” said Enita KernsHout, Charities’ Weld County
regional director.
The need for a new facility
was
readily
apparent.
Research showed that there
are an estimated 2,500-3,000
homeless men, women and
children in Weld County. The
only general population
homeless shelter in the county was built in 1930, has only
38 beds and lacks separate living areas for men, women and
families. In addition, it has no
yard for children to play in

and is not accessible to those
with disabilities.
“We realized our current
shelter was not sufficient,”
said
Stephen
Carattini,
Charities’ chief operating officer. “It’s very old, poorly located and hard to get to.”
The Guadalupe Community
Center is four times the size of
the old center and dramatically improves resident privacy. It
has three floors and 60 beds—
a 58 percent increase over the
old shelter. There is a dorm for
24 single men, a dorm for six
single women, and six individual family rooms (one of
which can be used for specialneeds residents) that can accommodate up to five people
each. Another key feature of
the center is that it houses
service providers from other
agencies, such as health
providers and tutors for children. These service providers,
administrators said, are an integral part in the center’s onestop approach to helping
those in need.

Charities’ administrators
credit the people of Weld
County with making the shelter possible, noting that despite tough economic times,
the community, along with
Catholic Charities, rallied together to raise more than $4
million to make the center—
which was designed by John
Dengler & Associates and
constructed by Hensel Phelps
Construction Company—a
reality.
Kearns-Hout spearheaded
the project by assembling a
committee of supporters that
consisted of more than 30
civic and faith leaders.
“The Weld County effort is
truly an outstanding example
of what God can do when
Catholic Charities and a community come together to
make a difference in the lives
of those who need it the
most,” said Jonathan Reyes,
president and CEO of Catholic
Charities. “It is a great joy to
see the fulfillment of what two
years ago was just a dream.”

ENDOW

Seminary in Detroit, offering
reflections on “The Courage to
Love As God Loves;” and Msgr.
Bernard Schmitz, vicar for
clergy
for
the
Denver
Archdiocese and pastor of
Mother of God Parish in
Denver.
Msgr. Schmitz will speak on
“The Courage to Love
Ourselves,” drawing from the
words of Blessed Pope John II
at the beginning of his pontificate: “Do not be afraid! Open,
open wide the doors to
Christ!”
“To understand courage we
must first become poor,” said
Msgr. Schmitz, “like the
woman at the well or the
woman who washed the feet
of Jesus with her tears, or like
so many others in Scripture.”
He said to understand what
it means to really love one
must first accept their own
emptiness.
“When we learn mercy—
which we can only understand if we take ourselves out
of the center of the picture
and put God there—then we
will have the courage to love,”
he said, “because it won’t be

about us loving, but about
God loving others through
us.”
Msgr. Schmitz feels this retreat, as well as other ENDOW
experiences, can help women
understand God’s call.
“ENDOW is a gift because it
helps women—and through
them men—begin to open up
the wonderful mysteries of
the teaching of the Church,”
he said. “And it helps us see
that we’re all called to greatness.”
The fee for the two-day retreat is $135 for adults, which
includes meals. High school
girls are invited to attend an
overnight retreat based on
ENDOW’s
“True
Beauty
Revealed” teen program for
$99. A discounted motherdaughter rate is available for
$200.
Nativity of Our Lord Parish
is located at 900 W. Midway
Blvd. in Broomfield. To register
visit
www.EndowGroups.org, call
303-715-3224,
or
email
jamie.gruber@archden.org.
The registration deadline is
Aug. 31.

From Page 7
Polakovic. “As with all things
sponsored by ENDOW, we
hope they also walk away
more committed to their
Catholic faith.”
From 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Sept. 9,
Father Michael Carville,
F.S.C.B., pastor of Nativity of
Our Lord Parish and international retreat leader, will offer
a day retreat, “Where Love
Begins”—a prelude to the
weekend’s activities. The full
weekend retreat will begin at 4
p.m. Sept. 9 with cocktails,
dinner and a keynote talk by
Colorado Springs Bishop
Michael J. Sheridan, S.T.D., on
“The Courage It Takes to
‘Really’ Love.”
Saturday’s speakers include
Mother
Regina
Marie
Gorman, O.C.D., superior
general of the Carmelite
Sisters of the Most Sacred
Heart in Los Angeles, sharing
insights on the “Courage To
Love Others;” Mary Healy,
S.T.D., professor of Scripture
at Sacred Heart Major
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Catholic Charities’ changes strive to get
more resources into the hands of the needy

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

STARTING Sept. 1 Catholic Charities’ emergency assistance for the metropolitan Denver area will
be administered by appointment through St. Veronica Outreach, located inside the Catholic
Charities headquarters in northwest Denver.
BY JOHN GLEASON

Big changes are in store for
Catholic Charities of the Denver
Archdiocese that aim to allow
the organization to better serve
those in need.
The high cost of maintaining
emergency assistance centers in
metropolitan Denver combined
with the knowledge of the large
number of food and clothing
banks offering similar services,
led Charities’ administrators to
decide to target its resources on
assisting people with rent, mortgage and utility assistance, and
leave food and clothing aid to
the numerous groups already
providing those services.
The decision means carving
out space for a new entity, St.
Veronica Outreach Ministry, at
the Catholic Charities Denver
office located at 4045 Pecos St.,
and closing two emergency assistance centers—one in Denver
and one in Aurora. The two
emergency assistance centers
will continue to operate through
Aug. 31. Beginning Sept. 1,
emergency assistance for the
metro area—including Adams,
Arapahoe, Denver and Jefferson
counties—will be operated out
of St. Veronica Outreach by appointment only.
Catholic Charities’ emergency
assistance ministries in Fort
Collins, Greeley and on the
Western Slope are not affected
by these changes.
Geoff Bennett, vice president
of Shelter and Community
Outreach, said the change does-

ST. VERONICA
OUTREACH
Emergency rent, mortgage and
utility assistance services
begin Sept. 1
Phone: 720-377-1313

n’t alter the mission of Catholic
Charities, which will continue to
provide help to the poor.
“This is simply the most costeffective way of providing services,” he said. “People will be able
to seek utility, rent or mortgage
help. Those who are looking for
food will be directed to one of
the more than 80 food banks
currently in operation.”
Catholic Charities President
and CEO Jonathan Reyes noted
that instead of spending money
to support the stand-alone
emergency assistance sites, the
consolidation makes better use
of resources—in short, it’s good
stewardship.
“Catholic Charities wanted to
focus on keeping people in their
homes,” he said. “With this
move we can direct aid into the
hands of those who need it as
opposed to using it for overhead
costs.”
Reyes explained that many
food banks are operated by volunteers and often space is donated. Catholic Charities
meanwhile operates emergency assistance centers,
which includes giving away
hundreds of thousands of dollars provided by the Federal

Emergency
Management
agency and other government
organizations. In order to do
that, it has to be run as a business.
“If we were just distributing
food, we could rely just on volunteers—they’re very efficient at
it,” he said. “But because of what
we do we need recordkeeping,
we need people hired to the
task.”
Streamlining the aid process
doesn’t mean that providing
food isn’t still a high priority of
Catholic Charities. In fact Reyes
says it’s just the opposite.
“Remember Samaritan House
still feeds hundreds of people
everyday,” Reyes said. “It’s a big
job and they’ll continue to take
donations from whoever would
like to donate.”
Reyes said that Catholic
Charities will continue to do
everything it can to help the disadvantaged.
“We need to think creatively
and pro-actively,” he said, “and
determine the best, most efficient way to get aid to people in
need.”
Beginning Sept. 1, those who
wish to apply for rent, mortgage
or utility assistance must call the
appointment line, 720-3771313. Applicants must be able to
provide picture ID, proof of address, nature of emergency and
proof of income. Appointments,
which are limited and based
upon funding availability, will be
held at either St. Veronica
Outreach or at designated
parishes.

Reward offered for missing funeral-Mass guest book

On Aug. 8 a funeral Mass
was
celebrated
at
the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception in
Denver for Father Robert
Phillip Meznar who died July
30 (see Aug. 10 Denver
Catholic Register for obituary).
The memorial guest book
from Father Meznar’s funeral

went missing from the back of
the cathedral following the
Mass, and the family is offering a reward for its return.
“There were many people
who traveled many miles and
I would like to have their
names and addresses to thank
them,” said Father Joseph
Meznar of Denver; concele-

brant, homilist and eulogist at
his brother’s funeral Mass.
Anyone with information on
the whereabouts of the memorial book is asked to contact
Dan Davis, funeral director at
Horan & McConaty Funeral
Home, at 303-986-9615 or 720290-3745, or email him at
ddavis@horancares.com.
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Eight deacons mark 30-year ordination anniversaries; one marks 35 years
BY JOHN GLEASON

The annual Deacon Day
Mass was celebrated by Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., Aug. 9 at St. Joan of
Arc Church in Arvada. It served
as the diaconal community’s
farewell to Archbishop Chaput
as he will leave Denver to be installed as archbishop of
Philadelphia next month. During the liturgy, all deacons present renewed their vows after
which a dinner was held in the
parish hall. There, deacons
were recognized for their years
of ministry in five-year increments. This year, one deacon is
celebrating 35 years and nine
deacons are marking 30 years
as ordained ministers. Profiles
of the men follow. Photos
weren’t available for some deacons.

time; he was who I talked to before deciding to pursue this
course and, once ordained, he
encouraged me with my ministry at Blessed Sacrament.”
When it comes to a list of
people he’s grateful to for their
support, his wife heads the list.
“There’s no way I could have
done this without the help of
my wife,” he said. “That’s what
made this work.”
Even in retirement, Deacon
Coursey helps out when needed. And he keeps busy with
other activities such as teaching martial arts in Denver. He
said the rule (so far) is that
there be no student older than
himself.
“I tell the younger students
I’m so old I have a three-digit
social security number,” he
said with a chuckle. “They
don’t always get it.”

35 YEARS

30 YEARS

Deacon Nathan Coursey

Deacon Leonard Benzel

Reflecting
on 35 years
of ministry
for the Archdiocese of
Denver,
De a c o n
N a t h a n
Coursey began by saying, “If it
weren’t for the grace of God, I
wouldn’t have done it—I couldn’t have done it.”
A native of Dallas, Deacon
Coursey, 73, and his wife Janis
have four children and six
grandchildren. He worked in
information technology for the
city and county of Denver for
35 years until he retired in 2005.
Also retired from active ministry, he was in the Denver
Archdiocese’s third diaconate
class, which was ordained in
1976.
“It’s fair to say when we were
ordained, deacons were still
trying to find their way,” he told
the Denver Catholic Register. “It
was difficult at times, but support we received from clergy
and the people at home helped
in that journey.”
Following a brief stint at St.
James Parish in Denver, Deacon Coursey was transferred to
Blessed Sacrament where he
spent the majority of his ministry. He also served at Mother
of God Parish in Denver and
was appointed deacon to Contemplative Outreach. Parish
work kept him on the go, baptizing babies and presiding at
weddings but much of his time
in church was spent preaching,
a ministry he very much enjoyed. He gave special thanks
to Msgr. Leo Horrigan for the
opportunity.
“He was a big part of this
spiritual journey of mine,
“Deacon Coursey said. “He ran
the diaconate program at that

A Cornhusker by birth, Deacon Leonard Benzel, 79, is originally from Sydney, Neb. He
and wife Claire Bell have been
married for 53 years and are the
parents of eight children and
seven grandchildren. A onetime farmer, Deacon Benzel
worked as a technician for
Sears and Roebuck. He is now
retired. Raised in the Lutheran
faith, he joined the Catholic
Church in 1975. Having once
had the desire to be a minister,
when he found out about diaconate formation, he signed
up. Ordained for the Archdiocese of Denver, his first assignment was at St. Joseph Parish
and later at Blessed John XXIII
University Center, both in Fort
Collins, where he worked
closely with couples in marriage preparation and pre-baptismal classes. Now retired
from active ministry, Deacon
Benzel said that he still helps
out whenever asked.
“Working with people is the
best thing there is,” he said. “It’s
been a good ride.”

Deacon Howard Frisinger
A native of Ann Arbor, Mich.,
Deacon Howard Frisinger and
his wife Amelia are the proud
parents of four children. Ordained for the Archdiocese of
Denver, Deacon Frisinger
spent his ministry working
with parishioners at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Fort
Collins. Today retired from active ministry, he said that
speaking from the pulpit was
what gave him the most gratification in his service to the
Church.
“I’d say that actually being at
Mass with other people; bringing them the Lord through
preaching—that was the most
fulfilling thing for me,” he said.

Deacon Joel Paulson
Deacon
Joel Paulson,
70, is a native
of Gary, Ind.,
where
he
made his living as a firefighter. Married to wife Karen for 50 years,
the couple has five children
and 14 grandchildren. Ordained for the Diocese of Gary,
his first assignment was at St.
Andrew the Apostle Parish in
Merrillville, Ind., where he
worked in marriage ministry.
Upon his retirement as a firefighter in 1984 the couple
looked for a place with a better
climate and eventually chose
Denver. Here Deacon Paulson
was assigned first to St. Jude
Parish in Lakewood and then
St. Mary Parish in Littleton
where he’s worked extensively
with the sick in hospital ministry. Asked about the spiritual
journey that took him to formation he said simply that it
was God’s work.
“We’re always shown the correct path no matter what we
do; it brings peace to know that
God is in charge,” he said. With
a laugh he added, “Besides, He
knows what He’s doing—I
don’t.”

Deacon Alfredo Sanchez
Deacon Alfredo Sanchez,
82,
hails from Albuquerque,
N.M. A veteran,
he
worked in artillery for the army and when he
mustered out he worked in electronics in civil service until he retired seven years ago. He and his
wife Maria have been married
for 60 years and have one
daughter. Deacon Sanchez said
that his road to formation began
when he got out of the service.
“I became active in the
parish,” said. “First as an usher,
then lector and (extraordinary)
eucharistic minister, eventually
my pastor suggested the diaconate.”
Following his ordination for
the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, he
worked at St. Bernadette
Parish. Later, when he and his
wife relocated to Colorado he
was assigned to Annunciation
Parish in Denver. Other assignments included Sacred Heart of
Jesus in Boulder and St.
Therese in Aurora where part of
his ministry was outreach to
the Hispanic community. He
retired from active ministry
seven years ago.
“I’ve enjoyed every parish
I’ve been assigned,” he said.
“This is what God wanted me
to do and I’m pleased to help in
any way I can.”

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

FIFTEEN-YEAR deacons are congratulated by Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., at the Aug.
9 Deacon Day celebration held at St. Joan of Arc Parish in Arvada. From left: Msgr. Bernard
Schmitz, vicar for priests; Deacon Bill Jordan, Deacon Frederick Torrez, Deacon Jim Wall,
Archbishop Chaput, Deacon Richard Mendenwalt, Deacon Edward Clements, Deacon Rodger Creel;
Deacon Joe Donohoe, director for deacons; and Msgr. Thomas Fryar, moderator of the curia.

Deacon Henry Sandoval
Denver
native Deacon Henry
Sandoval,
76, attended
Ma n u a l
High School
and
was
employed as a bakery supervisor at King Soopers for 30 years
until he retired in 1992. He and
his wife Frances (who died in
2006) have three children and
two grandchildren.
The path to formation began
one day at Mass when the call
went out for catechism teachers.
Raising his hand to volunteer his
wife asked him just what he
thought he knew about teaching
religious education. Admitting
he knew little was the first step
that led him to the diaconate.
He was ordained in 1981.
Sacred Heart Parish in Denver was his first assignment. In
addition to parish work, Deacon Sandoval has spent time
working with the elderly as well
as in prison ministry, calling it
one of the most fulfilling things
he could do.
“I enjoyed the prison ministry, working with the men and
women,” he said. “Putting the
Gospel into the hands of those
in trouble and trying to work
their lives out is like no other.”
Today, Deacon Sandoval is
assigned to Guardian Angels
Parish in Denver where he
teaches in the grade school.

Deacon William Sorber
Deacon William Sorber, 79,
was born in Philadelphia, Pa.,
and grew up in Camden, N.J. He
and his wife Lynne have been
married for 55 years and have
two children. After being dis-

charged from the Air Force he
went to work for American Airlines, working in communications and as a flight dispatch
clerk. Later, he became an assistant flight dispatcher for Frontier in Denver and in 1964 he became a landscape architect. Ordained for the Archdiocese of
Denver he did parish work at St.
Therese Parish in Aurora, Our
Lady of the Plains in Byers and
Queen of Peace in Aurora. He
has served on the personnel
board and as diaconal dean for
the East Deanery.

Deacon William Ward
Raised in
Seattle,
Wash., Deacon William
Ward,
72,
and
wife
Pilar are the
proud parents of four children and eight
grandchildren. His journey to
ordination was unplanned, presenting itself as a bulletin board
announcement about formation at church. Despite doing a
lot of traveling for work, he
signed up. Ordained for the Diocese of Salt Lake City, he began
his ministry in parish work at St.

Vincent de Paul and St. Ambrose
Parishes. When he moved to the
Diocese of Richmond, the bishop there assigned him to work in
the federal prison in Petersburg,
Va.
“I’d been working as a civilian
employee for the department of
defense and switched over to the
department of justice,” Deacon
Ward said, “and that’s when I became a federal prison chaplain.”
Relocating to Colorado in
1989, Deacon Ward took over as
prison chaplain at the Federal
Correctional Institute in Englewood. He also worked at St.
Mary School, St. Joseph Parish
in Golden and with the Kateri
Catholic Community in Lakewood. He retired in 1994.
Deacon Ward said it would
be difficult to pinpoint a single
thing that he liked best about
ministry, saying rather that the
experience of working with
people is a reward unto itself.
“I wanted to make them feel at
home in the Church,” he said. “I
want them to feel like this is the
place they want to be.”

Deacon William Spellman
A native of Clay Center, Kan.,
Deacon William Spellman, 82,

See Anniversaries, Page 12
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Local woman honored for years of pro-life ministry
BY JULIE FILBY

For more than 20 years
Mimi Eckstein has defended
the fundamental right to life.
On Aug. 8 at the annual
diocesan pro-life directors’
meeting in Atlanta, she was
honored for her commitment
to the pro-life movement with
a 2011 People of Life Award
from the U.S. bishops’
Secretariat
for
Pro-life
Activities.
Eckstein, who has served as
director of the Gabriel House
crisis pregnancy center in
Denver since January, started
her pro-life vocation in the
Denver Archdiocese in 1989
as director of the Respect Life
Office.
“I feel honored and privileged to have received this
award,” Eckstein told the
Denver Catholic Register. “The
staff of the secretariat has
been a source of inspiration
and guidance to me and to the
Archdiocese of Denver during
my tenure in the Respect Life
Office.”
During her time as director,
she led legislative efforts to
keep the euthanasia ban in
place in Colorado, intervened
to redirect a comprehensive
sex education bill, worked on
a maternal drug abuse bill,
developed many educational
programs and symposiums—
including the annual Gospel
of Life conference, and coordinated a 2008 prayer vigil of
5,000 people outside Denver’s
Planned Parenthood facility
that gained national media attention.
Eckstein
also
brought
Project Rachel, a postabortive ministry, and the
Gabriel Project to the archdiocese—in 1991 and 2001 respectively.
In 2009, she helped establish the metro area’s first
Gabriel House in coordination with Father Felix

Anniversaries
From Page 11

was employed at AMC Cancer
Research Center where he
worked with federal and state
governments on fundraising activities. He and his wife Dolores
have three children and seven
grandchildren. For him, the
road that led to the diaconate
wasn’t an involved process at all.
It began as a simple conversation with his priest.
“Father Leo Horrigan and I
were talking about working in
the parish and what I might be
interested in doing,” he said.
“That was before the diaconate
was established. When the opportunity presented itself, I
signed up for it.”

BLESSING AT
GABRIEL HOUSE

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR
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MIMI ECKSTEIN, longtime former director of the archdiocese’s Respect Life Office and recent
recipient of a 2011 People of Life Award, stands inside the Gabriel House outreach center for
pregnant women. Eckstein is director of the Gabriel House, which is located at 1341 Oneida
St. in Denver.
Medina-Algaba, pastor of St.
James Parish in Denver, and
Archbishop
Charles
J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. The ministry, which was formerly run
out of the Respect Life Office,
is now housed next door to
St. James Church at 1341
Oneida St., which has allowed services to expand significantly.
“The Gabriel House has
brought the Church to the
most-needed place in caring
for vulnerable women and
children,” said Eckstein, who
is an adoptive mother herself.
“It shows the Church says ‘yes’
to life, but can also meet people where they are and assist
to sustain families in times of
need.”
The ministry has provided
material, emotional and spiritual support to more than 800
families this year, and hundreds of others since opening.

A second Gabriel House is expected to open at 2885 Aurora
Ave. in Boulder in coming
months.
Jonathan Reyes, executive
director of Social Ministries,
the office that oversees the
Gabriel
House,
praised
Eckstein’s years of service.
“Mimi is one of those special people in the pro-life
movement,” he said. “She’s
defended life for a long period
of time and is always coming
up with unique and creative
ways to continue to do so. The
Gabriel House is one way, and
it’s just one of the many things
she’s done.”
Reyes said the award from
the bishops is well-earned
and called Eckstein a “hero in
the pro-life movement.”
“She’s one of those bighearted people that has compassion for everyone, no matter what their circumstances

are,” he said. “There are people alive today because of the
work she’s done, and people
whose lives are better.”
Eckstein was quick to share
the credit for the award.
“I feel this award is not only
for me personally, but for all
those I have worked alongside
the last 20 years,” she said.
“I’m grateful to my family, my
Catholic
education—and
most
importantly
to
Archbishop Chaput, the prolife workers in the parishes,
and the staff of the USCCB
Pro-life
Secretariat
in
Washington.”
She’s also grateful for their
encouragement.
“They’ve provided me the
inspiration to stay with the
work, especially in difficult
times,” she said. “Pro-life
work isn’t easy nor will it be
easy; therefore my prayer life
and trust in God’s will and

Deacon Spellman has spent
his ministry working in the
mountains of Colorado, being
first assigned to St. Mary of the
Assumption in Central City. He
has worked also at St. Paul in
Idaho Springs, Our Lady of
Lourdes in Georgetown and
was the chaplain for the Gilpin
County Sheriff’s Office.
“I did it all,” he said. “Baptisms, witnessing weddings,
Communion services—for me,
the ministry was all about outreach and bringing the Lord to
all who needed it.”
Deacon Spellman retired
from active ministry in 1999.

25 YEARS

Journal

Other deacons acknowledged for their years of ministry at the Aug. 9 Deacon Day
celebration were:

Deacon Victor Kimminau,
Deacon Charles Sprick and From Page 5
Deacon Walter Sweeney
impossible without communication. But when everyone is
20 YEARS
gathered together as the body
Deacon Joe Babish, Deacon of Christ, it doesn’t matter what
Jason
Dorwart,
Deacon language you speak because we
Kenneth Dreiling, Deacon communicate without words.
Frank Enderle, Deacon Robert
Haigh, Deacon Mark Salvato
Day 5 – Aug. 19: World Youth
and Deacon John Thunblom
day – Way of the Cross
Yo soy adicto a Papá
Benedicto!
(“I’m devoted to
15 YEARS
Deacon Edward Clements, Pope Benedict!”) He gives up
Deacon Rodger Creel, Deacon everything to spend hours
Bill Jordan, Deacon Richard with us praying the Stations of
Medenwaldt, Deacon Guffie the Cross.
Menogan, Deacon Frederick
Day 6 – Aug. 20: World Youth
Torrez and Deacon Jim Wall
Day – Pilgrimage to vigil site/
Evening vigil

On Sept. 3, Father Felix
Medina-Algaba, pastor of St.
James Church in Denver, will
bless a statue of the Blessed
Mother and a Mary Garden at
the Gabriel House. All are invited to attend this event in
thanksgiving to the Blessed
Mother for her guidance and
care for mothers, children and
volunteers of the Gabriel
House.
Date: Sept. 3
Mass: 8:15 a.m. Mass at St.
James Church, 1311 Oneida St.,
Denver
Blessing: 9:30 a.m. at Gabriel
House, 1341 Oneida St.; followed by brunch
Brunch RSVP: 303-377-1577 or
gabrielhousedenver@yahoo.
com
Donation: $5 suggested

providence has become much
stronger.”
Two others were honored
with People of Life Awards this
year: Magaly Llaguno of
Miami, Fla., and Dr. Joanne
Angelo of Boston. Since the
program’s inception four
years ago, 14 recipients have
been honored.

I can’t put this into words: a
million people slept in a
crowded field to see the pope.
This 84-year-old man spent a
rainy evening in adoration
with us.

Day 7 – Aug. 21: World Youth
Day – Closing Papal Mass
We were stinky, tired, dirty
and muddy and we were all
blessed by the pope. After
camping out all night and waiting for the streets to be cleared,
we had the most beautiful Mass
I’ve ever been too.

Betsy Sava, 17, attends St.
Mark Parish in Westminster.
She was part of the Youth,
Young Adult and Campus
Ministry Office’s World Youth
Day group.
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Mullen High gets new principal, begins 80th year

The doors opened for
school Aug. 17 at Mullen High
School, with students continuing a tradition that started 80
years ago. The school has
gone through many changes
since 1931 and this school
year it has a new principal and
a new plan to emphasize its
LaSallian principles.
James Gmelich was hired
July 1 as principal. Gmelich
has spent the last 19 years in
Catholic secondary schools:
six of them as a teacher and 13
as an administrator.
In addition, the school announced that Ryan Clement,
Mullen president and CEO,
initiated the creation of a
strategic master plan for the
immediate and long-term future of the school. Changes
implemented over the summer included a thorough re-

view of the school, including Corporation of the New
finances, internet experience Orleans-Santa Fe District.
and facilities mainteThe school strives
nance.
to provide students
Visible changes inwith a strong foundacluded reorganizing
tion for developing
personnel,
adding
true spiritual, acanew signage to the
demic and social uncampus
entrance,
derstanding by foland facility improvelowing the five core
ments to many of the
principles
of
JAMES
buildings.
Lasallian education:
GMELICH
Mullen also revised
faith in the presence
its logo to highlight its
of God; concern for
Lasallian
heritage.
the poor and social
The school is part of
justice; quality eduthe Lasallian network
cation;
inclusive
of schools, founded
community and reby St. John Baptist de
spect for all persons.
La Salle in 1751. The
Mullen is a private,
school
operates
co-educational
RYAN
under the guidance of
school that provides a
CLEMENT
the Brothers of the
Catholic,
collegeChristian Schools, and the preparatory curriculum.
Lasallian
Education

Regis U to open new dual-language campus Aug. 25
The first university-level accelerated dual-language programs in the western United
States designed for developing student skills in English
and Spanish will become a reality when Regis University
opens its dual-language campus with a ribbon-cutting ceremony 11 a.m. Aug. 25 at 500

h

d
s
f
e
e
r
e

E. 84th Ave., Suite B-12 in
Thornton, Colo. The new
campus will offer accelerated
studies programs designed for
adults who want to return to
college to complete a bachelor’s degree or master’s degree.
Classes begin at the new campus in fall 2011. The campus
includes 28,371-square-feet of

classrooms and office space.
Regis’ College for Professional
Studies will operate the campus, including providing
bilingual faculty and staff.
Luis Soto, former director of
Centro San Juan Diego, has
been hired as the executive director of the dual-language
programs.
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Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045;
Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.
For more events, visit www.archden.org/events.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Eucharistic Adoration: for the
conversion of priests and more religious vocations, Holy Trinity
Adoration Chapel, 3100 W. 76th
Ave., Westminster.
Aug. 25: 7 p.m.
Witness Blessing: of garden and
statue at Gabriel House, 1341
Oneida St., Denver. Reception to
follow. Call 303-377-1577. See
story on page 12.
Sept. 3: Mass 8:15 a.m.
Blessing 9:30 a.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St.,Denver.
Sept. 4: 3 p.m.
Mass Of Installation: of
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput
O.F.M. Cap., as archbishop of
Philadelphia will be broadcast on
EWTN. The Mass will be broadcast
on Comcast Channel 233; Direct
TV Channel 370; and Dish Network
Channel 261.
Sept. 8: noon and 10 p.m. MDT
Annual Blue Mass: to honor first
responders will be celebrated at
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. First responders are invited to attend in uniform and may RSVP by calling
303-715-3156.
Sept. 10: 4:30 p.m.

Holy Hour: for the sanctity of
priests and vocations to the
priesthood, at Sacred Heart of
Mary Church, 6739 S. Boulder
Road, Boulder. Call 303-494-7572.
Fridays: 8 a.m.
Weekly Young Adult Mass: at St.
Catherine of Siena Church, 4200
Federal Blvd., Denver.
Thursdays: 6:30 p.m.
Tridentine Latin Mass: every
Sunday at Holy Family Church,
4380 Utica St., Denver.
Sundays: 11 a.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Crafters Wanted: for St. Rose of
Lima craft fair to be held in
November. Call 720-937-4984
Musicians Of St. Clare: are looking
for voices for upcoming season.
Call 303-278-4181 to schedule an
audition.
Knights Of Columbus Council
6769: hosts all-you-can eat breakfasts at council hall, 6690 E. 72
Ave., Commerce City. Eggs, pancakes, hash browns and more.
Adults $5, Children 4-11 $2.50. Call
303-507-0690.
Aug. 28: 7 a.m. - noon
Catholic Singles: invited to party
sponsored by Catholic Alumni Club
of Colorado. For details and location, call 303-795-2006 or online
at www.caci.org/cac/colorado.
Aug. 28: 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

2011 Red Mass: to honor those in
the legal profession, will be held
at the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. Brunch to follow at University Club. Call 720913-9174.
Sept. 25: 10:30 a.m.

Organ Concert: followed by ice
cream social at Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Church, 3549 Navajo St.,
Denver.
Aug. 28: Concert 3 p.m.
Social 4 p.m.

Married Couples: celebrating 25,
50 or 50+ years are invited to attend Anniversary Mass at
Cathedral Basilica of Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St. in
Denver, celebrated by Bishop
James D. Conley.
Oct. 1: 4:30 p.m.

Golf For Hope: annual tournament
to benefit Seeds of Hope
Charitable Trust to be held at
Glenmoor Country Club, 110
Glenmoor Drive, Cherry Hills
Village. Golf, socializing, prizes
and auction. Information available
by calling 303-715-3186 or online
at www.seedsofhopetrust.org.
Aug. 29: 10:30 a.m.

Annual White Mass: to honor
health care workers to be held at
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver.
Oct. 15: 4:30 p.m.
Confessions Heard: weekly at St.
Cajetan Church, 299 S. Raleigh St.,
Denver.
Monday and Wednesday: 6 p.m.

Holy Family Golf Tournament: to
be held at Willis Case Golf Course,
4999 Vrain St., Denver. Luncheon
and awards ceremony to follow at
parish hall. Call 303-433-1211.
Sept. 10: 7 a.m.
Golf Classic: for benefit of St.
Stephen School in Glenwood
Springs; 18 holes of golf, dinner
and awards included. Email
ststephenschoolgolfclassic@yahoo

.com for complete details.
Sept. 10: 11 a.m.
Alumni Mass And Barbecue: at
Presentation of Our Lady Grade
School, 695 Julian St. Denver.
Cost of meal is $5 per adult, $3
for children. Details on website
www.presentationdenver.org or
call 303-629-6562 Ext. 12.
Sept. 10: Mass 4:30 p.m.
Dinner 5:30 p.m.
Dinner-Dance: at Holy Name
Church, 3290 W. Milan Ave.,
Englewood. Proceeds to benefit
rectory kitchen remodeling.
Tickets are $50 per person or
$450 for table of 8. Call 720-9818775 for reservation information.
Sept. 10: 6 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Denver Chesterton Society: will
meet at JPII Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Details online
at www.denver-chesterton-society.org or call 303-963-6365.
Sept. 12: 7:15 p.m.
Golf Tournament: to honor women
of the archdiocese sponsored by
Denver Council of Catholic Women,
to be held at Willis Case Golf
Course, 4999 Vrain St., Denver.
Cost is $125 per person. Call 303715-3187 or email for information
leehemminger@msn.com.
Sept. 24
Mark Calendar: for annual
Archdiocesan Charismatic
Conference to be held at Red Lion
Hotel in Denver. Details online at
www.archdencharismatic.org or
call 303-745-6157. See story on
page 7.
Sept. 23 - 25
HealthSET: annual fundraiser for
benefit of low-income residents
will be held at Wellshire Inn, 3333
S. Colorado Blvd., Denver. Dinner,
dancing and raffle. Tickets are
$65 each. Details online at
www.healthset.org or call 303595-6644.
Sept. 30: 5:30 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Crafters Wanted: for Knights of
Columbus craft fair at Assumption
School of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Parish, 2361 E. 78th Ave., Denver.
Call 303-947-6418.
Oct. 8 - 9
Come Hear: Father Stefano Gobbi
of Marian Movement of Priests
will be at Christ the King Church,
830 Elm St., Denver. The event
will include recitation of rosary
and Mass. Call 303-306-8357.
Oct. 22. 29: 7 p.m.
Silver Bell Ball: annual benefit for
Mount St. Vincent Home will be
held at Grand Hyatt Hotel in
Denver. This year’s honoree is
Sister Roberta Furey, S.C.L. For
time and ticket information, including table sponsorships, call
303-458-7220 Ext. 346.
Nov. 11: 5:30 p.m.

Quilt Raffle: to benefit renovation
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish. Raffle tickets are a dollar
each or 6 for $5; need not be
present to win. Quilt can viewed
online at www.olmcfssp.org.
Tickets available through parish
office 303-703-8538.
Dec. 11: raffle at 12:30 p.m.
Denver YACHT: (Young Adult
Catholics Hanging out Together)
social network for Catholic singles
invites all to meet with other
Catholics in metro area at one of
their events. Check it out online
at www.denveryachtclub.webs.
com.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Discover God’s Plan: for your life
at the Called and Gifted Workshop
at St. Frances Cabrini Church,
6673 W. Chatfield Ave., Littleton.
Cost of two-day event is $30 and
scholarships are available. Call
303-953-7765 to register.
Aug. 26: 7 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Aug. 27. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Catechetical Congress: training
day for all catechists at
Renaissance Hotel, 3801 Quebec
St., Denver. Cost is $20, which includes lunch. Call 303-715-3260 to
register.
Aug. 27: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Scripture To Life: exploration of
effects of Gospel on daily life at
551 Pearl St., Denver. Call 303422-2630.
Aug. 28: 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Support Group: for those struggling with infertility meets at St.
Thomas More Parish, 8035 S.
Quebec St., Centennial. Meetings
include prayer, Bible study and
guest speakers. More information
by emailing
STMinfertility@gmail.com.
Sept. 2: 7 p.m.
Mountain Singles: planning meeting for singles 55+ will be held at
Our Lady of the Pines parish center, 9444 Eagle Cliff Road, Conifer.
Sept. 3: 10 a.m.
All Members Invited: to 90th anniversary celebration of Legion of
Mary at Our Lady of Mount
Carmel, 5612 S. Hickory St.,
Littleton.
Sept. 4: 1:30 p.m.
Men’s Retreat: “Evangelizing
Coloradans and Beyond” to be
held at Mother Cabrini Shrine
20189 Cabrini Blvd., Golden.
Mass, confession, all night adoration. Call 970-219-4415 for cost
and reservation information.
Sept . 9 - 11
Secular Discalced Carmelites: will
meet with anyone interested in
their order at St. Thomas More
Parish, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. Call 303-806-9923.
Sept. 10: 8:30 a.m.

Troop 166 Turns 50: with anniversary picnic at Morse Park, 20th
and Carr Streets, Lakewood. Call
303-422-6756.
Sept. 10: 3 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Basic Apologetics: an eight-week
class to be held at JPII Center,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver. $25
plus books. Call 303-715-3260.
Begins: Sept. 13: 7 p.m.
Ten-Week Seminars: to help people cope with separation, divorce
or death in family will be held at
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish,
5450 S. Lemay Ave., Fort Collins.
Fee for books and other materials.
Call 970-226-4154.
Begins Sept. 22: 6 p.m.
Future Of The Church: part of 2011
lecture series sponsored by
Aquinas Institute for Catholic
Thought in Boulder. Details on
free event available online at
www.thomascenter.org.
Sept. 19: 7 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.
Vocation Discernment Retreat: at
Mother Cabrini Shrine, 20189
Cabrini Blvd., Golden hosted by
Religious Sisters of Mercy. Cost is
$20 and registration must be
made by Sept. 20 at 303-715-3144.
Sept. 23 - 25
Science Tests Faith: three-day
presentation on miracles standing
up to science will be held at St.
Thomas More Parish, 8035 S.
Quebec St., Centennial. Event is
free and babysitting will be provided. Call 303-358-0380.
Sept. 27 - 29: 7 p.m.- 8:30 p.m.
Ethical Gems: ethics seminar
sponsored by Catholic Lawyers
Guild to be held at Denver Athletic
Club, 1325 Glenarm Place, Denver.
Call 720-913-9174.
Oct. 14: 12:30 p.m - 5 p.m.
Legion Of Mary: annual retreat at
Mother Cabrini Shrine, 20189
Cabrini Blvd., Golden. Call 303443-6320.
Oct. 14 - 16
Retrouvaille Weekends: help people through difficult times in marriage and get relationships back
on track. Two Retrouvaille retreats have been scheduled in
Colorado. Call for confidential information by calling 303-973-2206
or online at
www.HelpOurMarriage.com.
Oct. 14 - 16: Colorado Springs
Oct. 21 - 23: Denver
Courage: a spiritual support group
for men and women who have homosexual tendencies and who desire to live a chaste Christian life.
Confidential. Call Father Dan
Norick at 720-434-2638.
EnCOURAGE: support group for
parents of children who have homosexual tendencies. For more
information, call Father Dan
Norick at 720-434-2638.
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Latest ‘Spy Kids’ film offers
chance to smell the action

CNS PHOTO/DIMENSION

ROWAN BLANCHARD stars in a scene from the movie "Spy Kids: All the Time in
the World in 4D." The Catholic News Service classification is A-II—adults and
adolescents. The Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG—parental
guidance suggested. Some material may not be suitable for children.
BY JOSEPH MCALEER

NEW YORK (CNS)—Had your fill of
3-D movies? Take a whiff of “4D,” otherwise known as “Aroma-Scope,” now,
um, airing in “Spy Kids: All the Time in
the World” (Dimension). This third sequel to 2001’s “Spy Kids” offers viewers
the chance, via a scratch-and-sniff
card, to “smell” the action as they
watch (in 3-D) our young heroes—and
their parents—fight to save the world.
While the gimmick is reminiscent of
“Smell-O-Vision” in the 1960s and
John Waters’ notorious use of
“Odorama” in 1982’s “Polyester,” the
scents this time are much more innocent, ranging from bacon, blue cheese,
and candy to—inevitably—burps and
other gaseous effusions (both of
which, however, turn out to smell like
candy as well).
Once the country’s top agent for the
OSS (Organization of Super Spies),
Marissa Wilson (Jessica Alba) is now
retired, her alter ego a secret to her
family. Her husband, Wilbur ( Joel
McHale), is a hapless TV reporter who
tracks down—whom else?—spies, but
without much success. Marissa’s precocious stepkids, Rebecca (Rowan
Blanchard) and Cecil (Mason Cook),
don’t give her the time of day.
Marissa also has a new baby girl to
contend with, one who’s especially
challenged when it comes to bodily
functions (cue the seemingly requisite
toilet humor).
Marissa is called back into service

when the wicked Timekeeper (Jeremy
Piven) threatens to unleash Project
Armageddon, the “ultimate weapon”
that takes away all the time in the
world. While he’s undeniably a villain,
Timekeeper’s message nonetheless
hits home: “You’re all guilty of wasting
time on mindless pursuits instead of
spending time with each other and the
things that really matter,” he declares.
Her true identity revealed, the stepmom is suddenly very cool to the
younger generation, and Rebecca and
Cecil also join the struggle as Spy Kids,
members of the “elite juvenile division” of the OSS. They’re assisted by
Argonaut (voice of Ricky Gervais), a
talking robot dog whose ability to
expel bombs from you-know-where
comes in handy.
As they learn to work together as a
family to rescue humanity, the Wilsons
discover that time is a precious commodity that must be used wisely.
“Spy Kids: All the Time in the World
in 4D” is written and directed, with a
winning sense of fun, by series creator
Robert Rodriguez.
The film contains light comic-book
action and mildly rude humor. The
Catholic News Service classification is
A-II—adults and adolescents. The
Motion Picture Association of America
rating is PG—parental guidance suggested. Some material may not be suitable for children.

Joseph McAleer is a guest reviewer for
Catholic News Service.

