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Pope marks 60 years as a priest,
bestows palliums on archbishops
BY JOHN THAVIS

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR
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VATICAN CITY (CNS)—
Celebrating Mass with archbishops from 25 countries, Pope
Benedict XVI reflected on his 60
years as a priest, calling it a demanding and “awe-inspiring”
ministry that brought him closer
to God.
The pope’s unusually personal recollection came June 29, the
anniversary of his priestly ordination in Bavaria in 1951 and
the feast of Sts. Peter and Paul,
the patron saints of Rome.
During the three-hour-long
Mass, he gave 41 archbishops
the woolen pallium as a sign of
their communion with the pope
and their pastoral responsibility
as shepherds. Among them were
four prelates from the United
States, including former Denver
auxiliary
bishop
nowArchbishop Jose H. Gomez of
Los Angeles, and one from
Canada.
The liturgy in St. Peter’s
Basilica began with a fanfare of
trumpets. The pope smiled as he
processed toward an altar ringed
with flowers, pausing to greet a
delegations sent by Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew of
Constantinople.
The pope devoted most of his
homily to his 60 years of priestly
ministry, and twice he excused
himself for perhaps speaking
too long about his recollections.
He said he felt he had to look
back on “the things that have left
their mark.”
“‘I no longer call you servants,

CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING

POPE BENEDICT XVI arrives for Mass on the feast of Sts. Peter and Paul in St. Peter's Basilica at
the Vatican June 29. During the liturgy, the pope gave a pallium to 41 archbishops from 25 countries. The Mass also marked the pope's 60th anniversary as a priest.
but friends.’ Sixty years on from
the day of my priestly ordination,
I hear once again deep within me
these words of Jesus that were
addressed to us new priests at the
end of the ordination ceremony
by the archbishop, Cardinal
Faulhaber, in his slightly frail yet
firm voice,” the pope said.
“I knew, at that moment, the
Lord himself was speaking to me
in a very personal way,” he said.
The pope said he felt called
into the circle of those God
knows in a special way, to a
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friendship that implies responsibilities.
“He trusts me to proclaim his
word, to explain it aright and to
bring it to the people of today,”
he said.
Pope Benedict said friendship
in this sense is about conforming
one’s will to God and being prepared to step outside oneself and
toward others—moving “beyond
the inertia of self-centeredness.”
This calling of the priest to
friendship with God is “so aweinspiring that one can feel

daunted as the decades go by
amid so many experiences of
one’s own frailty and his inexhaustible goodness,” he said.
The pope placed the pallium,
a stole made from lamb’s wool,
around the shoulders of the
archbishops as they knelt before
him. In his sermon, the pope
said the pallium signified the
“yoke of friendship with Christ,”
the pastoral duty to be a shepherd and communion with the
pope.

See Pope, Page 6
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973 - 1024 / Feast - July 13
Henry succeeded his father as duke of Bavaria in
975, was elected king of Germany in 1002, and was
crowned holy Roman emperor by the pope in 1014.
His chief concerns were consolidation the power of
the German monarchy and reforming and reorganizing the Church. He founded the see of Bamberg,
which became an educational and cultural center.
Both he and his wife, St. Cunegund, were zealous supporters of
Benedictine monasticism. He was revered for his piety and asceticism,
and during the Middle Ages was regarded as the ideal Christian leader.
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Summit to explore faith, citizenship P
BY JULIE FILBY

MOST REV.

CHARLES J. CHAPUT O.F.M. CAP.

Our choices shape
our eternity
In Muslim countries like Pakistan, many of the
young men begin studying the Koran as soon as
they can read. In fact, many of them learn to read
using the Koran. They read and discuss the Koran
every day, for hours each day, every day of the
week until they know it by heart. Many of them
can recite whole sections of the Koran without
thinking. Little by little, like water dripping on a
stone, it shapes their whole view of the world—
what’s right and what’s wrong; what’s important
and what’s not.
Here in America, we have a similar kind of training. It’s called television. The typical American
spends between three and seven hours a day
watching TV and sees well over 2 million commercials in the course of a lifetime.
That’s a form of education. And most of what we
see on TV teaches us that buying a lot of products
makes us happy;
that young is good
and old is bad; that
We were made for
we should eat whatever we want but
better things than silver
that we also need to
and gold
be thin; that suffering doesn’t have any
meaning; that relationships never last;
that most families are dysfunctional; that authority
is dangerous; and that religious people are hypocritical.
None of us lives forever. Or rather, all of us live
forever, but only for a very short time in this world.
If we lose our money, we can often earn it back.
But if we misuse our time, we can never get it
back. Where we put our time shows the world
what we really value and believe. What we really
believe shapes our choices. And our choices shape
our eternity.
Muslims didn’t develop their admirable piety in
a vacuum. They borrowed their reverence from
Jews and early Christians, who had a profound
love for the written Word of God in the Old and
New Testaments. The lesson for us today is simple.
American Catholics have the one true Word of God
in the Bible. If we took just one hour of the time
we waste on television every day and used it to
study and pray over the Gospels, we’d be fundamentally different people, and our country and our
world would be transformed.
We were made for better things than silver and
gold. We’re more than what we own or think we
want. We’re children of God bought back from
slavery by the blood of God’s son. Somebody infinitely good, willingly died to make us free. That’s
how precious we are in the eyes of God. God loves
us infinitely. That’s the source of our faith and
hope.
God’s love is not something anyone can buy. It’s
a free gift. But it comes with consequences. If we
really believe that God raised his son from the
dead in order to raise us along with him, then we
need to act like it. We need to submit our time and
our actions to what we claim to believe. A meaningful life is a life conformed to imperishable
things. And a futile life is a life that puts its time in
the wrong places—into things that perish; things
that lead us away from conforming our lives to
Jesus Christ.
Those are the two options. We get to choose.

education, immigration reform
and Catholic identity,” said
The Catholic Association of Aguirre. “We’re really undergoLatino Leaders (CALL)—a na- ing a full-scale assault in this
tional organization of lay people country today on our Catholic
dedicated to promotunity, and so many of
ing the common good
these forces are trying
of the Church and the
to convince us that
nation—will hold their
we’re defined as
annual conference in
Catholics by our symDenver Aug. 12-14.
bols, customs or cereFor the first time
monies, when in fact
since its initial gatherwhat defines us as
ing in 2005, CALL is CARDINAL Juan Catholics is what we
opening the confer- Luis Cipriani
do and how we live our
ence not only to memlives.”
bers but to all interested parties.
Additional speakers will in“(We invite) any business or clude Mark Lopez of the Pew
professional person who’s inter- Hispanic Center; Jonathan
ested in learning more about Reyes, president and CEO of
how to grow in their faith within Catholic Charities in the Denver
the context of their business and Archdiocese; attorney Carlos
professional life,” said Robert Iturregui, formerly of the
Aguirre, president and CEO of Department of Homeland
the San Antonio-based associa- Security;
businesswomen
tion. “That’s really the theme of Wendy Dominguez, Diana Vela,
the conference: faithful citizen- Nora Urrea and Nancy
ship and public policy; so con- Hernandez; Father Michael
tent-wise, there will be an em- Barrett, an Opus Dei priest from
phasis on how we take our faith the
Galveston-Houston
and values and translate them Archdiocese; economist Brian
into a corporate culture.”
Cadena of the University of
The event themed “A Catholic Colorado; and entrepreneur and
Summit on Faith, Citizenship philanthropist Frank J. Hanna
and Public Policy-Our Challenge III.
and Our Responsibility,” will feaThe conference will also feature several distinguished speak- ture panel discussions including
ers including three bishops in- “Immigration
Reform:
volved in the organization’s Balancing Politics, Economics,
founding: Denver Archbishop Legal Issues and Our Catholic
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M., Cap.; Faith” and “Faith, Public Policy
Los Angeles Archbishop José H. and Politics.” The latter panel on
Gomez; and Phoenix Bishop public policy will consist of
Thomas J. Olmsted.
Archbishop Chaput, Archbishop
In addition, Cardinal Juan Gomez and Bishop Olmsted.
Luis Cipriani, archbishop of
Organizers hope for 100 attenLima and primate of Peru, was dees this year, nearly three times
recently added to the slate of their inaugural gathering’s atspeakers.
tendance.
“The speakers will address
“The first year a group of 35
current issues facing the Church national Hispanic businesspeoand the nation, such as Catholic ple were called together to talk

CALL
CONFERENCE
Catholic Association of Latino
Leaders
When: Aug. 12-14
Where: JW Marriott Denver
Cherry Creek, 150 Clayton
Lane, Denver
Who: Open to everyone
Register online: www.callusa.org
Fees: Range from $260$1,030
Questions: Email
christine.syphers@callusa.org or call 210-734-1653

about an idea that (then Denver
Auxiliary) Bishop Gomez had
with the support of Archbishop
Chaput,” said Aguirre. “They
met at St. Malo (Retreat Center
in Allenspark, Colo.) to throw
ideas out on the table.”
The group incorporated in
2007. Currently there are nine
CALL chapters in the country,
with three more in formation.
Data from 2010 U.S. Census indicates the Hispanic population
of the United States exceeds 50
million.
“We would like for people to
join us—whether Hispanic or
not, whether businesspeople or
not,” said Aguirre. “We think it’s
going to be a pretty unique gathering.”
The summit will be held at the
JW Marriott Denver Cherry
Creek at 150 Clayton Lane in
Denver. Registration fees start at
$260 for individuals and $520
for couples, not including hotel
accommodations. To register,
visit www.call-usa.org, email
christine.syphers@call-usa.org
or call 210-734-1653.

Denver Catholic Register wins award
The Denver Catholic Register
won a third-place General
Excellence Award in the 2011
Catholic Press Association
journalism contest. Awards
were announced June 24 at the
Catholic Media Convention
held in Pittsburgh.
The General Excellence
Award entry consists of three
consecutive issues, which are
judged on “selection of stories;
originality; quality of writing

and headlines; columns; editorials and letters to the editor;
quality and appropriateness of
art and graphics; and overall
graphic design.” In their comments about the Register, the
judges said: “Interesting and
well-written local stories, good
photos and a nice layout.”
THE COVER to one of the
issues that won the award for
the Denver Catholic Register.
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Praying for the pope and priests

AUXILIARY BISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

JAMES D. CONLEY

America’s atheocracy

Mass in chapel of apostolic
nunciature in Madrid.
• 10 a.m. (4 a.m.), Courtesy
visit to Spanish king and queen
at Zarzuela Palace.
• 11:30 a.m. (5:30 a.m.),
Meeting with women religious
in the Courtyard of the Kings at
San Lorenzo de El Escorial.
Greeting by the pope.
• Noon (6 a.m.), Meeting with
university professors in the
Basilica of San Lorenzo de El
Escorial. Speech by the pope.
• 1:45 p.m. (7:45 a.m.), Lunch
with young people in the room
of the ambassadors at the
apostolic nunciature.
• 5:30 p.m. (11:30 a.m.),
Official meeting with Zapatero
in the apostolic nunciature.
• 7:30 p.m. (1:30 p.m.), Way of
the Cross with young people in
the Plaza de Cibeles. Speech by
the pope.

G. K. Chesterton said famously that America is “a nation
with the soul of a church.” And he believed the Declaration of
Independence formed the substance of our national soul.
The Fourth of July reminded me that some of the deepest
problems in our public life can be traced to our collective
neglect of America’s great founding document.
The Declaration establishes our common self-identity as
Americans. It tells us that we are one nation under God, a people who believe that all men and women have God-given
rights. It tells us that government exists for no other purpose
than to defend and promote these rights. All this we find in the
Declaration’s preamble, which still has the power to stir us.
America’s founders never intended to establish a religious
government, let alone a theocracy. In fact, just the opposite.
They specifically disallowed any state-sanctioned religion. Yet
the government they did establish was founded on theistic, if
not explicitly Christian, principles.
Many observers have identified a deep Christian influence
in America’s founding documents—including such luminaries as Chesterton, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Jacques Maritain,
John Courtney Murray, Martin Luther King Jr. and Blessed
John Paul II.
Others see more the hand of the Enlightenment’s philosophical Deism at work.
Whatever its precise Christian pedigree, it cannot be denied that our government was founded upon a belief that
human rights come from God, not governments, and that the
world is in the hands of what the Declaration called “Nature’s
God” and “the Supreme Judge of the World.”
It is true: the Constitution that America’s founders would
later draft makes no mention of God. It is also true that this
Constitution denies full rights to slaves and women.
But the Declaration’s belief in the divine origin of the human
person is everywhere presumed. And throughout American
history, this belief has served as a goad to the conscience, inspiring reforms and renewal in almost every generation. It has
ensured that injustice, cowardice, and political expediency do
not have to have the final word in our public affairs.
The Constitution and Declaration together form the “great
wells of democracy” that express “the most sacred values in
our Judeo-Christian heritage,” King wrote in his “Letter from
the Birmingham Jail.”
America’s founders also shared a belief that religion mattered—not only for the private welfare of individuals but also
for the commonweal. Charles Carroll, the Declaration’s only
Catholic signatory, put it succinctly in a letter to James
McHenry, a signer of the Constitution:
Without morals a republic cannot subsist any length of
time; they therefore who are decrying the Christian religion,
whose morality is so sublime and pure … are undermining the
solid foundation of morals, the best security for the duration of
free governments.
Unfortunately, in our day, those “decrying the Christian religion” have seized the captain’s seat in America—in the
academy, the media, the government and courts. The result is
a kind of publicly enforced religious indifferentism, or what
recent popes have called “practical atheism.” The
Constitution insists that no religious test shall ever be required for public office. But our society, in effect, now imposes an “irreligious test.” To take part in civic life, Americans
must first agree to think and act as if they have no religious
convictions or motivations.
America today is becoming what I call an atheocracy—a society that is actively hostile to religious faith and religious believers.
An atheocracy is a dangerous place, both morally and spiritually. Cut off from the religious moorings expressed in the
Declaration, we risk becoming a nation without a soul, a people with no common purpose apart from material pursuits.
Worse, as Chesterton well understood, without belief in a
Creator, our democracy has no compelling reason for defending human rights:

See Youth, Page 14

See Conley, Page 7
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THE 60TH priesthood ordination anniversary of Pope
Benedict XVI was honored
with 60 hours of Eucharistic
adoration at Christ the King
Chapel of the John Paul II
Center in south Denver June
27-July 1. Above are scenes
from the five-day observance. Top row, from left:
Youth pray; Deacon George
Brown kneels before the
monstrance. Second row,
from left: The chapel is filled
with young people; A woman
prays the rosary. At left:
Benediction.

Pope to meet 9 times with youth
BY JOHN THAVIS

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope
Benedict XVI will preside over
nine major events with young
people during World Youth Day
celebrations in Madrid in
August, including a prayer vigil
and a closing Mass expected to
draw more than a million people.
The pope will hear the confessions of several young people, host a group of youths for
lunch and lead a Way of the
Cross with young people in
central Madrid.
He will also meet with
Spanish Prime Minister Jose
Luis Rodriguez Zapatero and
with members of the royal
family during his Aug. 18-21
visit.
It will be the third international World Youth Day encounter for the German pope,
who met with young people in

2005 in Cologne, Germany, and
in 2008 in Sydney.
Here is the schedule for the
pope’s trip as released April 18
by the Vatican. Times listed are
local, with Eastern Daylight
Time in parentheses.

Aug. 18 (Rome, Madrid)
• 9:30 a.m. (3:30 a.m.),
Departure
from
Rome’s
Ciampino airport.
• Noon (6 a.m.), Arrival at
Madrid’s Barajas International
Airport. Speech by the pope.
• 7:15 p.m. (1:15 p.m.), Walk
with several young people at
Alcala Gate in Independence
Square.
• 7:30 p.m. (1:30 p.m.),
Welcoming ceremony with
young people in the Plaza de
Cibeles. Speech by the pope.

Aug. 19 (Madrid, San Lorenzo
de El Escorial)
• 7:30 a.m. (1:30 a.m.), Private
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

China-watching in the Vatican
Whatever its other accomplishments, Henry Kissinger’s new
book, “On China,” ought to cause serious reconsideration of
that now-familiar refrain, “China-is-the-lead-country-of-the-future.” Kissinger’s analysis of Chinese history has been criticized,
as has his reticence about evils like the massacres at
Tiananmen Square. But his conclusion—that China’s future depends on the resolution of the conflict between those of its
leaders who want to maintain totalitarian political control at all
costs and those who want to complete the country’s remarkable economic development with a genuine opening toward
democratic governance—strikes me as a fair summary of the
situation. And it should give no comfort to the China-IsInevitably-Number-One crowd. A country that conflicted about
its political future is an unlikely contender for world supremacy.
The current division with the Chinese political leadership
will also be of interest to the Holy See. In Rome, some Vatican
diplomats have long advocated a fast march toward full
diplomatic relations with the Beijing government; others
have urged a more measured approach, which has been the
path chosen by both John Paul II and Benedict XVI. The latter
seem to me to have the better of the argument. Indeed, it is
not easy to see any advantage to the Catholic Church in
quickly closing a diplomatic deal with the Peoples Republic
of China, ruled as it is today, and for three reasons.
1. The current regime cannot be trusted to keep its word. For
some time, a modus vivendi (way of living) was in place between the Vatican and Beijing on the appointment of bishops. It
was never codified, but everyone knew the basic rules of the
road: no bishops are to be ordained without the tacit approval
of the Holy See. The regime brazenly broke that working agreement late last year, going so far as to drag one elderly Chinese
bishop by his hair to an illicit episcopal ordination. There is no
reason to think that formal diplomatic relations between the
Holy See and the PRC will resolve this bottom-line issue of the
Church’s independence to control its own life; that issue has to
be resolved before any diplomatic deals are concluded.
2. Diplomatic relations with Beijing means severing diplomatic ties with Taiwan. Taiwan is the first Chinese democracy in
history; the Catholic Church has made clear for three decades
now that, under modern conditions, democracy is morally superior to other forms of governance, most certainly including totalitarianism. For the Holy See to throw a Chinese democracy
over the side while embracing Chinese totalitarians would raise
grave questions about the Church’s commitments to human
rights and democracy. The struggle that Kissinger describes over
China’s future must be farther along the road toward a resolution in favor of the reformers before diplomatic relations between the Holy See and China make sense—not least because
that kind of resolution could render the Taiwan issue moot.
3. Diplomatic relations with Beijing under current circumstances could well impede the Church’s evangelical mission
in the China of the future. There is serious persecution of
Christians in China. Yet, if and when China finally opens itself
fully to the world, China is likely to become the greatest field
of Christian mission since the Europeans came to the
Western Hemisphere in the 16th century. If the Catholic
Church is seen as an ally of the old regime in the period immediately after the old regime falls, the Church’s missionary
efforts are going to be seriously compromised. Evangelical
Protestants and Mormons, who are gearing up for major missionary efforts in China when that becomes possible, don’t
have to worry about such linkages being drawn. The Catholic
Church should not put itself at a disadvantage in the missionary China of the future by its diplomatic actions today.
The Catholic Church is 2,000 years old; the current Chinese
regime took power in 1949. The Church can afford to wait.
Keeping the pressure on, especially about religious freedom
and the free appointment of bishops, is more important now
than a nunciature and a Vatican ambassador in Beijing.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics
and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column
is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official
newspaper of the Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

July 17: 16th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Wisdom 12:13, 16-19
• Psalm 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16
• Romans 8:26-27
• Matthew 13:24-43
Synopsis: God’s justice is not
like man’s justice, which is all
too often characterized by revenge and retribution rather
than true justice, let alone wisdom. Contrary to what many
people think about the Bible,
especially the Old Testament,
this week’s readings show how
God is “merciful and gracious,
slow to anger, abounding in
kindness and fidelity” (Ps 86:
15). The book of Wisdom (first
reading) is traditionally attributed to King Solomon (9:7-8).
The book is important not only
for the wisdom it contains, but
because of its personification
of wisdom, which the early
Church connected with Christ.
The first verse of the book says
“Love justice, you who judge
the earth,” indicating that justice must be governed by wisdom. In the first reading the author praises God who judges
justly, but his justice is tempered by mercy. Knowledge of
God’s mercy instills hope because the wrongdoer knows he

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Goodbye, Denver
Thank you (Archbishop
Chaput) for the wonderful celebration of the blessing of the
chapel and new St. Anthony
Hospital June 3 (“Blessing of
new chapel,” June 15 Denver
Catholic Register).
A new era has begun for St.
Anthony as they move forward
with continued excellence in
healthcare ministry and new initiatives for the healing ministry
of Jesus.
For the Sisters of St. Francis of
Perpetual Adoration, it is an
ending. After almost 127 years of
presence in the Archdiocese of
Denver (our congregation’s ministry there has ended as) Sisters
Regina Revers and Jeannette
Marie Weber have moved to
Mount St. Francis (the motherhouse in Colorado Springs).
St. Anthony’s was our first
Western Provincial headquarters
and house of formation. Many of
our sisters served at St. Anthony,
St. Elizabeth, Our Lady of
Lourdes School, St. Mary
Magdalene School, St. Joan of Arc
Parish and Holy Trinity Parish.
It is with sadness and regret
that we leave our service to the
Church of the greater Denver
area. We are grateful for the
many years of ministry that we
were able to give to the people of
the archdiocese.

can change. On the road of life,
God allows U-turns. In the second reading, St. Paul says that
the “Spirit comes to our aid in
our weakness.” We can be confident of God’s mercy because
“he who knows the secrets of
the heart” intercedes for us,
helping us to appeal to God in
prayer. This week’s Gospel includes three parables about the
kingdom of heaven. The first is
about the “wheat and the
tares,” the second is about the
mustard seed and the third is
about yeast. The first parable
most clearly pertains to the
theme of justice and mercy. In
that parable the servants want
to pull up the weeds right away.
But the master counsels patience, telling his servants to be
“lenient” toward the weeds and
allow them to grow up alongside the wheat until harvest
time lest the wheat be destroyed along with the weeds.
Parables such as those in this
week’s Gospel allude to the
Church, which is “the seed and
beginning of the kingdom”
(CCC No. 669). As such, the
Church is the place where
God’s mercy can be found.
Key verse: “You, O Lord, are a
God merciful and gracious,
slow to anger, abounding in
kindness and fidelity” (Ps
86:15).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “God’s justice triI and all the sisters join you in
prayer for more vocations to
serve the needs of God’s people.
Sister Nadine Heimann, O.S.F.
Provincial, Sisters of St.
Francis
Colorado Springs

Memories of St.
Anthony Hospital
I haven’t seen St. Anthony
Hospital since 1949 (“St.
Anthony Central looks back,”
June 15 Denver Catholic
Register). I was delivered there
by Sister Barbara Ann Braun,
who was on her way to the library to get a book. Instead she
got me on that Nov. 14, 1948; the
same day that Prince Charles
was born. He and I have nearly
nothing else in common; except, perhaps, having been conceived exactly nine months earlier on St. Valentine’s Day.
Sometime after meeting sister, I returned to St. Anthony’s
with chicken pox and pneumonia. My stay was about six
months and I am still grateful for
all the TLC I received but do not
remember.
My last encounter with my
beloved St. Anthony’s was by
way of a New York State trooper.
I was being considered for an
appointment to the College
Council of the State University of
New York at New Paltz by Gov.
George Pataki. The officer had

umphs over all the injustices
committed by his creatures;
God’s love is stronger than
death” (No. 1040).
Pope Benedict XVI: “The
fifth petition of the Our Father
presupposes a world in which
there is trespass—trespass of
men in relation to other men;
trespass in relation to God.
With this petition, the Lord is
telling us that guilt can be overcome only by forgiveness, not
by retaliation. God is a God
who forgives, because he loves
his creatures” (“Jesus of
Nazareth,” Vol. 1).

Life application: Though our
sins make us worthy of condemnation, God hates nothing
that he has made. In his love
and mercy, God is more than
willing to forgive us and restore
us to his friendship when we
have sinned, so long as are
truly sorry and willing to repent. God knows the Church is
full of sinners. She is also
blessed with countless saints
(or at least saints in the making). As Oscar Wilde once said,
“Every saint has a past and
every sinner has a future.” Such
is the ground of hope.

James Cavanagh is director of
Evangelization and Catechesis
for metro-area parishes of the
Denver Archdiocese. Cavanagh’s
column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register.

contacted St. Anthony’s only to
find out that the hospital had
given Colorado my birth certificate.
The state of my birth told the
trooper that New York must pay
Colorado $15 for proof of my
birth. But New York refused to
pay, saying that New York gives
Colorado and all other states
free copies of birth certificates.
And so, New York granted the
trooper the rare privilege of accepting my copy of my original
birth certificate. And then I was
appointed to the council.
Wow! All that hubbub for a
volunteer position at a New York
State college. Imagine if I were
running for president of the
United States.

George A. Morton
Editor, The Parish Visitor
Monroe, N.Y.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize
that the opinions expressed in letters
to the editor are those of the author
and are not necessarily those of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation or libelous statements will
not be printed. Unsigned letters will
not be printed. Letters may be edited.
Send letters to: Editor, Denver Catholic
Register, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO
80210 or fax to 303-715-2045. E-mail
us at: editor@archden.org.
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Benefit raises $50,000 for Seeds of Hope

The 2011 Party, Peeps & Poker event to
benefit Seeds of Hope Charitable Trust
drew 250-plus people to the PPA Event
Center June 10 and raised more than
$50,000.
Event activities included a Texas Hold
‘em poker tournament, silent auction,
basketball pop-a-shot contest, a dance,
and food and drink. Guests also entered a
drawing to win a painting of the Denver
skyline created live by performance artist
Devin Montagne.

THE PARTY, Peeps and
Poker committee, top
row, from left: Katie
O’Callaghan, Bryan
Graziano, Cahleen
Hegarty, Maureen
Hegarty, Josh
Culberson, event chair
John Hegarty, Sarah
Grey, Kristen Caudle and
Nissa LaPoint. Bottom,
from left: Erin Hotaling,
Sarah Domareck, Cassie
Halpin, Meg O’Neill and
development director
PHOTO PROVIDED Justin Zuiker.
Seeds of Hope has served some 12,000
students and given more than $20 million
in tuition assistance over the last 15 years,
helping children to achieve their potential in a Catholic school. Upcoming Seeds
of Hope events include Golf for Hope on
Aug. 29 at Glenmoor Country Club and
Evening of Hope on Nov. 18 at the Grand
Hyatt, featuring keynote speaker
Immaculee Ilibagiza. To learn more
about Seeds of Hope, visit www.seedsofhopetrust.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE

July 14: Mass, Missionaries of Charity, 633
Fox St., Denver (7 a.m.)

July 20-22: Tekakwitha Conference,
Tucson, Ariz.

July 16: Mass of Profession, Little Sisters of
the Poor, Queen Village, N.Y. (11 a.m.)

July 24: 100th Anniversary Mass, St. Louis
Parish, Englewood (10 a.m.); Mass,
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, Denver (6:30 p.m.)

July 17: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, Denver (6:30 p.m.)

July 18: FOCUS Board of Trustee meeting,
Denver (8 a.m.)

July 26-27: New and Reassigned Pastors
Workshop, St. Malo Retreat Center,
Allenspark

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE

July 17: Mass, Mother of God Parish (7 a.m.
and 8:30 a.m.)

July 20-21: Tekakwitha Conference, Tucson,
Ariz.

July 18: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)

July 22: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)

July 19: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)

July 26: Mass, Shrine of St. Anne, Arvada
(6:30 p.m.)

July 20: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS

Rev. Mauricio Bermudez appointed chaplain/spiritual advisor of Hispanic Charismatic
Renewal, effective immediately. This is in addition to his duties as parochial vicar at
Queen of Peace Parish, Aurora, Colo.

Deacon Andrew Usera, released from duties at Our Lady of Loreto Parish in Foxfield and
reassigned to the Archdiocese of Denver Diaconate Office, effective July 1, 2011.

CORRECTION

The amount raised for Samaritan House by Team Deep Rock bicyclists in a story headline
in the June 29 Denver Catholic Register was incorrect. The correct amount raised was
$12,000. The Register apologizes for the error and for any confusion it may have caused.
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Pope launches
Vatican web portal,
tweets the news

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—
Pope Benedict XVI inaugurated the Vatican’s online news
portal with a click, and then
announced the launch with
the first-ever papal tweet.
“Dear Friends, I just launched
News.va. Praised be our Lord
Jesus Christ! With my prayers
and blessings, Benedictus
XVI,” the pope said in his message on the news site’s Twitter
account. His tweet—117 characters—went viral, and within
24
hours
http://twitter.com/news_va_e
n had more than 35,000 followers. The pope was flanked
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by Vatican communications
officials June 28 as he tapped
an
iPad
and
officially
launched
www.news.va,
which aggregates news content from the Vatican’s newspaper, radio, television and
online outlets.

Order accuses Father
Corapi of sexual,
financial wrongdoing,
falsehoods
WASHINGTON
(CNS)—
Father John A. Corapi was involved in “years of cohabitation” with a former prostitute,
repeated abuse of alcohol and
drugs and “serious violation”
of his promise of poverty, according to a fact-finding team
appointed by his religious

order. Father Corapi, who recently announced he would
leave the priesthood because
he could not get a “fair hearing” on misconduct allegations against him, has been
ordered by the Society of Our
Lady of the Most Holy Trinity
to return to live at the order’s
regional headquarters in
Robstown, Texas, and to dismiss a lawsuit against the
woman whose accusations
prompted the investigation. A
July 5 news release from
Father Gerard Sheehan, regional priest servant for the
order, said although Father
Corapi’s ministry “has inspired thousands of faithful
Catholics,” he is “now misleading these individuals
through his false statements
and characterizations.” There
was no immediate response to
the announcement from
Father Corapi. The order said
its three-member fact-finding
team had gathered information “from Father Corapi’s
emails, various witnesses and
public sources” and had concluded that the priest had a
long-term sexual and cohabitation relationship with a former prostitute; “repeatedly
abused alcohol and drugs;”
“Has recently engaged in sexting activity with one or more
women in Montana,” and
“Holds legal title to over $1
million in real estate, numerous luxury vehicles, motorcycles, an ATV, a boat dock and
several motor boats, which is
a serious violation of his
promise of poverty as a perpetually professed member of
this society.”

Amid new media outlets, newspapers
still have major role, bishop says

CNS PHOTO/L'OSSERVATORE ROMANO VIA REUTERS

POPE BENEDICT XVI reads a copy of L'Osservatore Romano,
the Vatican newspaper, at his summer residence in Castel
Gandolfo, south of Rome, last July.
PITTSBURGH
(CNS)— the United States and Canada
Although social media is the reach almost 13 million houserage in today’s world of commu- holds. “That is an extraordinary
nication, one Catholic bishop of- number and that is still going on
fered an impassioned speech in today,” said Bishop Zubik. “We
support of Catholic print publi- can and we must use every
cations. During a panel discus- means of social communicasion June 23 at the 2011 Catholic tions available to us today: teleMedia Convention, Pittsburgh vision, radio, Twitter, Facebook,
Bishop David A. Zubik said Skype and whatever has evolved
Catholic newspapers and maga- since you and I began our meetzines continue to be the best ing this morning. But I believe
way to reach people in the pews. that it is incumbent on us as
“There has been no greater and bishops and on us as Church to
more consistent success in maintain a vital Catholic print
Catholic communications in the presence.” His remarks were
United States than through the greeted with applause. Bishop
use of print,” the bishop said. He Zubik noted that today, “abcited figures from the Catholic solutely and fundamentally the
Press Association’s official direc- best option ... to evangelize the
tory, which showed that Catholic evangelizers, is through Catholic
newspapers and magazines in print.”

Pope
From Page 1
“It means that we must be
shepherds for unity and in unity,
and that it is only in the unity represented by Peter that we truly
lead people to Christ,” he said.
The pallium is presented
every year to new archbishops
or those who have been assigned to a new archdiocese.
Four new archbishops—including Archbishop Guire Poulard of
Port-au-Prince, Haiti—were unable to attend the ceremony and
received their palliums at home.
In addition to Archbishop
Gomez, those receiving the pallium included Archbishops Paul
S. Coakley of Oklahoma City,
Gustavo Garcia-Siller of San
Antonio, J. Peter Sartain of
Seattle, and Gerald Lacroix of
Quebec.
Speaking at his noon blessing
after the Mass, Pope Benedict
thanked Catholics around the
world for the prayers they offered on the occasion of his 60th
anniversary as a priest. At the
Vatican’s request, Church communities around the world
joined in 60 hours of eucharistic
adoration to mark the anniversary.

CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING

ARCHBISHOP Jose H. Gomez of Los Angeles, center, arrives for
a Mass at which he received a pallium from Pope Benedict XVI
in St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican June 29. The woolen pallium is a sign of the archbishop's communion with the pope and
his pastoral responsibility as shepherd.
The pope also thanked pil- and love and in the governance
grims, friends and family mem- of God’s people.”
bers of the new archbishops in a
He told the archbishops he was
special audience with them in praying for them and that noththe Paul VI hall June 30.
ing should come before their love
Greeting them in English, for Christ, which is fundamental
French,
Italian,
Spanish, for their pastoral service.
Portuguese, Lithuanian and
The pope then greeted each
Slovenian, the pope welcomed new archbishop as well as the
all those who took part in the two or three family members or
pallium ceremony and remind- friends each archbishop had
ed them that the woolen band is chosen to accompany him on
“a sign of communion in faith stage to meet the pope.
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Ascension Parish turns 40
BY JOHN GLEASON

Nestled
in
Denver’s
Montbello neighborhood, just
south of the Rocky Mountain
Arsenal National Refuge, sits
Ascension Parish. The closeknit community of 1,500 families has been a thriving parish
since being established as the
Montbello Catholic Community
40 years ago by Archbishop
James V. Casey.
On June 19, Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.,
celebrated an outdoor Mass in
commemoration
of
the
parish’s anniversary. Father
Mark Kovacik, parochial vicar,
said the celebration, which included a bazaar, both honored
the parish’s history and looked
to its future.
“(It) included games and food
and music,” he said. “It was simply good family entertainment.”
The bazaar served not only as
a social gathering, Father
Kovacik said, but as a way to
raise money for “wish list” future
projects including church expansion, construction of an
adoration chapel and addition
of some classrooms.
When first established, the
parish was staffed by Paulist
Fathers and met at Montbello

Conley
From Page 3

The Declaration of
Independence dogmatically
bases all rights on the fact that
God created all men equal….
There is no basis for democracy
except in a dogma about the
divine origin of man…. Every
other basis is a sort of sentimental confusion … always
vain for the vital purpose of
constraining the tyrant.
Our atheocracy has rejected what Chesterton called the
dogmatic basis of American
identity and liberties. An
atheocracy has no ultimate
truths to guide it and no inviolable ethical principles by
which to direct political activity. Hence, it has no foundation upon which to establish
justice, secure true freedom
or to constrain tyrants.
We see the consequences of
this atheocratic mindset
everywhere. We see it most
clearly in the case of legalized
abortion. Denying the divine
origins of the human person,
our government has withdrawn the law’s protection
from unborn children in the
womb—the most absolutely
innocent and defenseless
members of our human family.
The legal extermination of
the unborn is only the most
egregious offense against
God’s law. In fact, there is apparently no area of life over
which our atheocratic gov-

ASCENSION
PARISH
ANNIVERSARY
MASS
When: 5 p.m. Sept. 17
Where: Ascension Church, 4050
Maxwell Place, Denver
Information: call 303-373-4950
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

Elementary School to celebrate
Mass. Later, the parish shared
facilities with St. Andrew
Lutheran Church and the
United Church of Montebello.
Eventually a house on the corner of East 48th Avenue and
Andrews Drive was purchased—the garage was converted into a chapel and the
lower basement into parish offices. Today, that building serves
as the rectory.
Ground was broken for the
present brick parish center in
1975 and the first Mass celebrated in the new facilities
eight months later. Diocesan
priests began caring for the
congregation in 1977 and on
Oct. 22, 1981, the parish became Montbello Catholic
Community under the patronage of the Ascension of Our

ASCENSION Church is located at 4050 Maxwell Place in Denver’s
Montbello neighborhood.
Lord. A mural depicting the quick to offer their time when
Ascension was painted over the needed,” he said. “After the
altar, and was dedicated during Masses, people stay and talk and
the namesake feast of the find out what is going on in each
Ascension on May 8, 1986.
other’s lives. This is the kind of
An expansion project in 1998, community we have.”
which included the addition of a
Today the congregation insocial area, saw the orientation cludes a mix of differing backof the worship space shift so that grounds and age groups.
now the mural appears on a side
“This is a changing and excitwall of the church rather than ing parish,” Father Kovacik said,
behind the altar.
“which is why it’s such a vibrant
Father Gerardo Puga, C.C.R., community. When Ascension
has been pastor at Ascension was first established, the neighfor four years. He said the borhood was made up primarily
parish is active and has so of African-Americans. Over
many groups that it has out- time we saw more Asian families
grown its social hall. His move into the area and today we
parishioners, the pastor said, have a significant number of
go out of their way for others.
Hispanic families that have relo“Like any parish there is much cated to our neighborhood. It’s
to do, but our parishioners are made for a wide and diverse

ernment does not feel omnicompetent—that government
knows best.
This is dramatically clear in
the movement to establish homosexual unions as an alternative kind of family. Under
pressure from powerful special
interests who manipulate the
language of “rights” and “freedom” in ways that contradict
“the laws of Nature’s God,” our
atheocratic government now
deems itself competent to
rewrite the God-given definitions of marriage and the family.
These are sobering
thoughts as our nation celebrates the anniversary of its
independence on July 4, 1776.
Yet there is a way forward.
We need to restore a government based on theism
and natural law. We need to
restore the original integral
relationship between the
Constitution and the
Declaration of Independence.
Until recently in our history,
this connection was taken for
granted. If the Constitution
was the letter of the law, the
Declaration was regarded as
the spirit.
In 1841, defending African
men on trial for rebelling
against slavetraders who had
abducted them, John Quincy
Adams said: “In the
Declaration of Independence,
the Laws of Nature are announced and appealed to as
identical with the laws of
Nature’s God—and as the
foundation of all obligatory

human laws.” The Supreme
Court’s ruling in the case,
made famous by the Steven
Spielberg film, “Amistad,” was
an important milestone in
the abolition of slavery.
America’s future depends
today, as it always has, on the
choices that faithful citizens

will make. God—not government—is the only sure guarantee of human rights and
the blessings of our liberty.
We need to live as if we believe that. For only a people
who believe these truths to be
self-evident can build a society worthy of men and women

parish community.”
Though diverse, the congregation strives for unity and communion as the body of Christ,
Father Puga said, adding that
the community was delighted
and grateful to the archbishop
for celebrating their milestone
anniversary.
A second Mass marking the
40th anniversary is scheduled
for 5 p.m. Sept. 17. All past
parishioners are invited to attend and reacquaint themselves
with old friends.
“We’re inviting former pastors, priests and deacons—anyone who at some time has called
Ascension home,” Father
Kovacik said.
Doris Nambe, 81, has been a
member of Ascension Parish
from the very beginning.
“It’s never lost that close-knit
feeling,” she said. “To convey
this to someone who’s never
been here I’d say, ‘It’s simply that
the Holy Spirit is here—this is
why you should visit us.’”
“God is at work in this parish,”
Father Kovacik said, “and the
people want to celebrate and
commemorate that. And the
fact that we want to expand says
that we’re looking forward to the
next 40 years.”

Information for part of this
story came from “Colorado
Catholicism” by Thomas J. Noel.
created by God.
Most Rev. James D. Conley,
S.T.L., is the auxiliary bishop
of Denver. This column first
appeared in First Things online (www.FirstThings.com). It
is reprinted here with the author’s permission.
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THE GOOD NEWS ON YOUTH

Don’t hate me because I’m right
BY CHRISTOPHER STEFANICK

Relativism is the philosophy
that there is no objective reality,
but that truth is relative to what
each person thinks. We’ve all encountered relativism in statements like, “Jesus is God for me,
while Vishnu is God for someone
else,” “You have your truth, and I
have mine,” or, in regard to issues like the abortion debate,
“You can’t impose your morality
on another person.”
This “agree never to disagree”
philosophy is considered neces-

sary to guarantee peace, toler- out that nothing could be furance and equality in a pluralistic ther from the truth. Some of the
world. Conversely,
most intolerant peopeople who think we
ple in history were not
can know the truth in
believers, but relamoral or religious istivists!
sues are considered
Benito Mussolini,
intolerant, bigoted
the fascist dictator of
and maybe even
Italy, is one clear-cut
downright dangerous.
example. Early in his
In defense of those
political career, he
who have the audacity CHRISTOPHER wrote:
STEFANICK
to claim to know the
Everything I have
truth about who God
said and done in
is or how we’re supposed to live, these last years is relativism, by
myself included, I have to point intuition. From the fact that all

ideologies are of equal value,
that all ideologies are mere fictions, the modern relativist infers that everybody has the right
to create for himself his own
ideology, and to attempt to enforce it with all the energy of
which he is capable. If relativism signifies contempt for
fixed categories and men who
claim to be the bearers of an objective immortal truth, then
there is nothing more relativistic than fascism (“Diuturna”).
Since Mussolini didn’t recognize any objective reality—
moral or religious—to which he
should conform, he invented his
own moral code and enforced it
on everyone he could. If truth is
really relative, why not?!
And while it might seem that
if we could just “imagine there’s
no heaven … no hell below us …
no religion, too,” then we could
“live life in peace.” The 20thcentury proved John Lennon’s
dream wrong time and again.
People in the 20th-century who
imagined that there was no “objective immortal truth”—no
heaven, hell and no religion—
made many of the crimes committed in the name of faith look
like child’s play.
Take communism, for instance, with its strong commitment to atheism. In one small
communist country alone,
Cambodia, 1.7 million people
died at the hands of the government from 1975 to 1979, with
entire families, including infants, being put to death by the
tens of thousands if they were a
perceived threat to the
Communist Party.
To be fair, the average relativist wouldn’t go as far as
Mussolini or the communists of
Cambodia, but the modern
world is increasingly full of examples of relativist intolerance
toward those who believe in objective truth. Take, for example:
• Regular lawsuits backed by
the ACLU to forcibly squash any

BOOKLET COVER

mention of God out of the public square to cater to a few intolerant atheists.
• The college student in
California who was threatened
with expulsion after she said a
prayer for a sick teacher on campus with his consent.
• A civil rights organization
that protested a statue of Jesus
found on the floor of the ocean.
• The Christian print-shop
owner in Toronto who was fined
for choosing not to print promotional materials for a gay and
lesbian group.
• The attacks on conscientious objection rights that currently allow Catholic doctors
and hospitals to refuse to participate in providing abortions.
It seems that a new relativist
inquisition is picking up steam.
And, of course, it is being carried
out in the name of “tolerance”!
Contrast these examples of intolerance with a “religious absolutist” whom most people remember: Mother Teresa. She
believed beyond the shadow of a
doubt that she was right and
other faiths were wrong when it
came to the divinity of Jesus
Christ. But could you imagine
new videos being found and released on YouTube of her kneeing a poor Indian in the face because he didn’t accept the message of Christianity? The idea is
ridiculous. Her faith motivated
her to a life of service to everyone regardless of creed or
lifestyle—from feeding Hindus
living in the slums of Kolkata to
starting New York City’s first
AIDS hospice and much more.
I’m not trying to rewrite history with this brief article.
Atrocities have been committed
by people of faith too. But an
honest look at history shows
that religious and moral absolutism doesn’t necessarily make
a person intolerant, nor does a
lack thereof. It depends on what
a person believes, not if he believes.
So to all who would use the
rod of “tolerance” to beat the
faithful into submission for

See Stefanick, Page 10
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My experience serving Christ in the city

PHOTO BY VANESSA MARCHENA

BENEDICTINE Sister Luitgard Kussman is attended to by Christ in the City missionary Lindsey
Bunker and program director Yvonne Noggle.
BY VANESSA MARCHENA

“Whatever you did for one of
these least brothers of mine, you
did for me.”—Matthew 25:40
For two weeks I lived this
Scripture verse and I continue
to.
Serving as a missionary in
the United States is as exciting
as going overseas. Christ in the
City
invites
college-age
Catholics from across the nation to a summer program that
immerses them in a life of service, prayer and intellectual formation in the heart of Denver.
This year, missionaries had
the option to serve for two
weeks or a full month. Christ in
the City missionaries worked
with a variety of nonprofit organizations and parishes within the Archdiocese of Denver.
We worked with many Catholic
Charities ministries, including
the Child Development Center,
Samaritan House homeless
shelter and the Gabriel Project
outreach to pregnant women
and their unborn children.
Missionaries also worked at
Little Sisters of the Poor’s
Mullen Home for the aged.
Christ in the City is not your
average charity service program. For Christ in the City
missionaries, Christ himself is
the focus, no matter what the
task is. We do small things with
great love—from changing diapers to serving the elderly.
Encountering Christ is what we
strive for.
The female missionaries
stayed at Mullen Home with
the Little Sisters of the Poor and
the men stayed at Denver’s St.
Joseph Church. I believe our
living quarters helped us connect a lot easier to the tasks we
did every day. Each missionary
was placed at their work site
based on their talents.
Ministries ranged from caring
for children to the homeless
and from assisting the elderly

to single mothers with children.
In addition, we took an eyeopening tour through the
inner-city led by a former
homeless woman who spoke
about life on the streets. We
also had the opportunity to do
street ministry. Most of the
missionaries said street ministry was the program highlight
for them.
For street ministry the missionaries would hit the streets
to have a conversation with the
homeless and provide them
with necessities such as Tshirts, shoes and water. Most of
the time the missionaries simply listened while the homeless
talked. Faith was only spoken
about if the homeless person
brought up religion, then the
missionaries would share how
encountering Christ is a beautiful thing.
My plan for this summer was
to hang out with old friends, attend World Youth Day in
Madrid, then return home and
work until school started again.
Christ had a different plan for
me.
I heard about Christ in the
City in January at Denver’s
Fellowship
of
Catholic
University Students (FOCUS)
Conference. At the time, I didn’t
pay much attention to it. A few
months later I told my FOCUS
missionary
at
Northern
Arizona University that I didn’t
have enough money to attend
World Youth Day but still wanted to do something faith-related. She gave me a pamphlet
about Christ in the City and I
checked out the website. This
was only the second year of the
program so I was a little nervous about it but submitted an
application anyway. A couple
weeks later, I got a letter saying
I was accepted.
Now I am back home in
Avondale, Ariz. Every day I thank
Christ for leading me to be part

of Christ in the City. Jonathan
Reyes, an initiator of the program, told the missionaries:
“The Lord brought you here for a
reason. Christ is going to do
something great in you these
two weeks that you are here.”
This is absolutely true. I had an
amazing and life-changing experience this summer that I will
never forget—as did the other
missionaries—encountering
and serving Christ.
I hope to serve as a missionary again next summer with
Christ in the City.
Vanessa Marchena, 19, is
studying photo-journalism at
Northern Arizona University.
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Stefanick
From Page 3
claiming truth, I make this humble request: please tolerate me.
Speaker
and
author
Christopher Stefanick is director
of Youth, Young Adult and
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Faithful invited to Carmelite
triduum at Littleton monastery

Campus Ministry for the Denver
Archdiocese. This column has
been adapted from a booklet he
authored, “Absolute Relativism,”
available at www.chris-stefanick.com or at www.catholic.com
with bulk discounts to help you
fight what Cardinal Ratzinger
called “the greatest problem of BY DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER
our time.”

The Discalced Carmelite nuns
invite the faithful to attend the
annual triduum liturgies honoring the feast of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel this week at their
Littleton monastery. The liturgies will be held at 7 p.m. on July
14, 15 and 16 in the monastery
chapel.
The liturgies include the
rosary, Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament, the triduum
prayer, the blessing and distribution of the Carmelite scapular
and a sermon.
“We invite everyone to come
honor our Blessed Mother,” said
Mother Gemma Marie Hughes,
O.C.D., the prioress. “The triduum is always a special grace.”
The feast of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel remembers Mary’s gift of
the scapular to St. Simon Stock in
Cambridge, England, in the 13th
century with the promise that
whomever dies wearing it would
be spared the fires of hell.
Priests leading the liturgies
and delivering the sermons will
be: July 14, Father Alvaro
Montero, D.C.J.M., pastor of St.
Mary Church in Littleton; July
15, Father Michael Freihofer,
pastor of St. Bernard of
Montjoux in Winter Park, Our
Lady of the Snow in Granby and
St. Anne in Grand Lake; and July
16, Father John Riley of St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary.
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THE CHAPEL at Carmel of the Holy Spirit Monastery.

TRIDUUM
What: Prayer services on three
consecutive nights leading up
to the feast of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel
When: 7 p.m. July 14, 15 and 16
Where: Carmel of the Holy
Spirit Monastery, 6138 S.
Gallup St., Littleton

The Discalced (shoeless)
Carmelites are a branch of the
order founded by St. Teresa of
Avila.
When the Littleton monastery
was founded in 1947, a branch
of the Archbishop’s Guild called
Friends of Carmel was estab-

lished to help the nuns with the
monastery’s upkeep. Each year
Friends of Carmel ask the laity to
send a check of any amount directly to the monastery in a
fundraising drive. The drive is
important to the nuns, who rely
entirely on alms for their support. The sisters spend their lives
praying for the needs of the
whole Church, particularly for
the Denver Archdiocese.
The public is always invited to
the monastery’s 6:30 a.m. Mass,
which is offered seven days a
week in the chapel.
Send donations and prayer requests to Carmel of the Holy
Spirit Monastery, 6138 S. Gallup
St., Littleton, CO 80120. Your
check is your receipt.

Homeschooling expert Maureen Wittman to
speak at Catholic Home Education Conference
BY DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER

online educational services and
classes for Catholic homeschool
families. She knows that the task
Inspiring talks, group discus- of taking on the education and
sions, and an exhibit
formation of one’s chilhall of services and redren can seem dauntsources will be highing. Her talk will recall
lights of the annual
Blessed John Paul II’s
Rocky
Mountain
words, “Be not afraid,”
Catholic
Home
as she shares how
Educators Conference
homeschooling enFriday and Saturday,
hances one’s life and
July 15-16 at St. Thomas
provides helpful tools.
MAUREEN
More School and Parish
Ted Sri, provost and
WITTMANN
in Centennial.
professor at Denver’s
Catholic parents, whether Catholic graduate school the
currently homeschooling, con- Augustine Institute, will give the
sidering it for the future, or look- Friday keynote, exploring the
ing to supplement their chil- biblical roots of the words and
dren’s current faith and academ- gestures of the Mass. Married
ic education will find support, couple Peter and Chantal
information, and resources at Howard of St. Mary’s Parish in
the annual home education Aspen, will offer several talks
conference, organizers said.
bringing to light the necessary
Guest speaker Maureen ingredients for building a future
Wittmann is a homeschooling generation of well-formed and
mother of seven, popular home faith-filled families in the new
education author, and co- millennium.
founder
of
Homeschool
Additional speakers include
Connections which provides Cathie Baier, Brother John

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
CATHOLIC HOME
EDUCATORS
CONFERENCE
When: 2 p.m.-8 p.m. July 15 and
8 a.m.-5 p.m. July 16
Where: St. Thomas More School
and Parish, 7071 E. Otero Ave.,
Centennial
Cost: $35 per person or $45 per
couple if pre-registered; $5
more at the door
Information: online at www.rm
chec.org or by call 303-7509522

Ignatius, Sandy Harem, and
Jonathan Reyes.
“This year we have several
sessions focusing on teaching
science and history from an authentic Catholic perspective, addressing some of the controversies and biases one encounters

See Conference, Page 11
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University Parish pastor to start fourth career—retirement
BY JULIE FILBY

In his vocational life, Father
Donald Willette has served 30
years in the U.S. Air Force, run a
real estate business and a
restaurant, and ministered for
27 years as a priest in the Denver
Archdiocese.
“I’ve got one more career to
go,” he said, “retirement.”
Father Willette spoke with the
Denver Catholic Register June
28, two days after his 70th birthday and his last day as pastor at
Blessed John XXIII University
Parish in Fort Collins.
“I’m ready (for retirement),”
he said. “Totally ready.”
In his priestly tenure Father
Willette served as parochial
vicar at St. Thomas More in
Centennial and St. Jude in
Lakewood; and as pastor at St.
Theresa in Frederick and mission parishes St. Scholastica in
Erie and Guardian Angels in
Mead; St. Louis in Louisville and
Spirit of Peace (now St. Francis
of Assisi) in Longmont; then
moved to campus ministry at
Blessed John XXIII in 2001.
Father Willette, a South
Dakota native, spent nine years
in formation for the priesthood
(1958-1967) at the Pontifical
College Josephinum for the
Diocese of Bismarck, N.D., when
he changed paths and joined
the Air Force.
“I didn’t think I’d ever go
back,” he said, referring to the
seminary.
For 13 years, he didn’t. In 1967
he embarked on a military career that spanned 30 years and
included three tours in Vietnam.
He was an Air Force chaplain for
15 years, and also coordinated
the country’s chaplains for the
Air Combat Command. In 1997
he retired a full colonel.
“Chaplain service was very
meaningful for me,” he said. “It
was very challenging.”
Father Willette was engaged
to be married twice.
“Neither of those worked
out,” he said.
His desire to move away
from “life in the fast lane,” and

Conference
From Page 10

on those topics,” said Mary
Machado, conference coordinator.
Two workshops will be offered
Friday afternoon: one for those
considering homeschooling or
just starting out as well as one
for families who will be home
educating for high school. An
additional feature of the 2011
conference is a half-day teen
track on Friday from 2:30 p.m.-8
p.m.
Whether new or experienced, the conference offers
something for all. Gwen Wise
of Holy Trinity in Westminster,

riage get turned around.”
He was the first pastor to serve
the combined rural parishes of
St. Theresa, St. Scholastica and
Guardian Angels, celebrating six
Masses a weekend.
“The farm-workers taught me
a whole lot about dignity and
the struggles that people go
through to survive,” he said.
He enjoyed being involved in
the expansion of St. Louis
School in Louisville during 11
years there; and described campus ministry at Blessed John
XXIII—a parish of 1,000 families
that serves Colorado State
University and Front Range
Community College students—
as a “whole other world.”
The experience has helped
him prepare for his ultimate
goal of retiring in the Holy
Land, where he has taken pilgrimage trips for 27 consecutive years. Father Willette
hopes to work in campus ministry for Bethlehem University,

PHOTO BY RICHARD DILLON

FATHER Donald Willette displays a cake congratulating him on
his retirement during a celebration at Blessed John XXIII
University Parish in Fort Collins on June 25.
then surviving a serious car accident brought him back to
ministry.
“I ran my car off a cliff in the
mountains one night; over a
100-foot cliff,” he said, “I never
should’ve lived through it.”
When he woke up from the
crash and realized he was OK, he
decided to give his life to God.
“What if I would’ve died right
there?” he said. “I was 39 years
old and thought: ‘maybe it’s time
to go back and give a few years
of my life to God’; enough
chasin’ around.”
In 1980 he returned to formation at Denver’s St. Thomas
Seminary (now St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary). He was
who has been attending the
conferences since they were inaugurated in the mid-90s, said
the positive example of
Catholic family life at the conference strengthens her for the
coming year.
“It always offers opportunities
to grow in knowledge of
Scripture, the faith, the liturgical
year and domestic Church, parenting, marriage and academics,” Wise said.
The conference runs from 2
p.m.-8 p.m. Friday and 8 a.m.-5
p.m. Saturday. Cost is $35 per
person, $45 per couple, if preregistered. Additional charge of
$5 at the door. More information
can be found at www.rmchec.
org or by calling 303-750-9522.

ordained June 2, 1984. He has
ministered to people from many
walks of life including military
personnel, married couples, migrant farm workers, elementary
school children and college students.
“Some of the most gratifying
work I did was with
Retrouvaille,” he said of the marriage ministry he helped bring
to the archdiocese in the mid80s. “There were really some
minor miracles, and sometimes
major miracles, to see a mar-

a Catholic Christian university
in the Lasallian tradition.
“It would be the same kind of
work that I’m doing here
(Blessed John XXIII); working
with students,” he said. “I look at
this as a real frontier for being a
peacemaker.
“I believe in young people,” he
continued. “If there’s any hope
for peace over there, it will be the
young people that do it.”
In the meantime, he will move
to his mountain cabin near Fort
Collins and help at area parishes
as needed, while he recuperates
from a recent knee replacement.
Parishioners thanked Father
Willette for his service June 2526 with receptions after Masses.
“I’m so very grateful for my
staff; they’re hard-working and
dedicated to the ministry,” he
said. “That’s the only way the
priesthood works anymore.”
He also expressed gratitude
for the wake-up call in 1980.
“I’m grateful to God for picking me up after I went over that
cliff; for rattling my cage enough
to get back in active ministry.”
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The value of respite for caregivers — enjoy personal time
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

While the days of summer offer many
of us the chance to enjoy a well-deserved
break, sometimes people caring for an
aging, ill or disabled relative are reluctant
to take one. They know their responsibilities are constant, regardless of the season.
But breaks from caregiving duties—
commonly known as respite—are essential in order for caregivers to be able to
provide optimal care over time. These can
take place at home or away, and involve
anywhere from a few minutes or hours, to
several days or weeks.
The goal of respite is to refresh caregivers physically, mentally and spiritually.
The change of pace—and often environment—can renew their energy and restore their perspective. When practiced
regularly, respite helps keep the stresses
of caregiving manageable, preventing
physical and emotional burnout.
While respite is a year-round need, the
dog days of summer are the perfect time
to begin the habit of taking time out from
caregiving.
If you are a caregiver, read on for some
seasonal self-care tips.

Lighten the load
If finances permit, hire a yard maintenance service or a neighborhood youth to
cut the lawn. Otherwise, get a mulching
mower so you don’t have to bag grass.
Buy low-maintenance outdoor plants
or consider container gardening.
Make double batches of meals and
freeze half so you don’t have to cook on
hot days, or stock up on pre-cooked foods
that only require warming. Better yet,
order takeout food during a heat wave.
When summer sun and heat keep you
indoors, research options for adult day
care, which would allow you a significant
break and your loved one additional
stimulation. You might also locate a suitable caregiver support group in your area.
Many take a summer hiatus, but you can
learn about options for the fall.
Contact your local office on aging or
the organization associated with your
loved one’s disease.
Don’t pass up an opportunity for a vacation, with or without your loved one,
whether to a friend’s cabin, a resort, an
out-of-town wedding or other special
event, or to visit relatives at a distance.

Enjoy personal time
Get a portable baby monitor or twoway radios to allow you to engage in outdoor pursuits worry-free while your loved
one is resting or involved in indoor activities.
Read a magazine about a favorite summer pastime—gardening or golf, for example.
Have a picnic in your backyard or a
nearby park.
Plan an outing to a sporting or cultural
event, such as a baseball game or summer festival.
Listen to relaxation tapes that feature
your favorite summer sounds—for example, a waterfall, gentle rain, birds or other
wildlife.
Sit on your front porch or balcony or go
to a park and people-watch.
Go to the local farmers market

CNS PHOTO/NANCY WIECHEC

A GIRL enjoys a summer swim on
Lake Powell in the Glen Canyon
National Recreation Area last July.
The area, which covers 1.2 million
acres in Arizona and Utah, is often
referred to as the Cathedral in the
Desert because of its spectacular
rock formations and colorful buttes
and canyons. Experts urge caregivers
to enjoy respite and not pass up the
opportunity to take a vacation.

and marvel at the offerings. Pick up a variety of fresh fruits and vegetables, as well
as favorite meat, cheeses and baked
goods.
Take a drive in the country.

Pamper yourself

Buy toiletries in a favorite summer
scent, such as lily of the valley or peach.
Grill your favorite meats and vegetables on the barbecue. Try some new marinades or salad dressings, for variety.
Stock up on refreshing drinks, such as
lemonade and iced tea, or the necessary
ingredients to make your own, if you
prefer.
Buy a box of favorite ice cream treats
the next time you’re at the grocery store.
Or head out to your local dairy for an ice
cream cone, sundae, milkshake or float.
Bring in flowers from your garden and
display them in an attractive vase.
Purchase something seasonal for
your enjoyment—for example, an indoor plant, an addition to your
wardrobe, wind chimes, a bird feeder or
an outdoor lounge chair. Shop by catalog or the Internet if it’s hard to get out.
Invest in a set of satiny smooth bed
sheets.
Buy votive candles in floral or fruit
scents and place them in decorative
holders.
If you don’t have central air conditioning, get a window air conditioner, or
oscillating fans for the rooms you use
most. Keeping cool will help to prevent
irritability and maintain your energy
level.

Lisa M. Petsche is a medical social
worker and a freelance writer specializing in boomer and senior issues.
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Local senior organizations
promote mature driver safety
BY DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER

Cars continue to change, as
do traffic rules, driving conditions and even the roads we
drive on. For seniors, whose reaction time may not be as quick
as that of younger drivers, this
can be a serious matter.
However, there is help for those
who wish to brush up on their
driving skills.
Senior’s Resource Center and
Colorado AAA are giving area
senior citizens the chance to examine their personal driving
skills through a program set up
at the Senior Resource Center
booth at Southwest Plaza Mall,
8501 W. Bowles Ave. in Littleton.
The program, AAA Roadwise
Review, allows participants to
measure their driving abilities
with the use of a computer. It’s
a screening tool that measures
functional abilities shown to be
the strongest predictors of
crash risk among older drivers.
In addition to Roadwise
Review, people can get information regarding driving issues

CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING

U.S. NAVY veteran Bill Brown, 73, helps U.S. Army veteran
Osborne Nichols, 79, into the car after voting at St. Agnes
Catholic Church in Arlington, Va., in this file photo from Nov. 4,
2008. Brown drove Nichols, his neighbor and friend, to the polls.
of particular interest to seniors
including driving classes offered by AARP. Topics the classes cover include current rules of
the road, defensive driving
techniques and how to operate
a vehicle safely. Classes are
available throughout metro-

Denver or online. The classroom course is $12 for AARP
members and $14 for nonmembers; costs are slightly
higher for online classes. To locate a course, go to
www.aarp.org/findacourse or
call 1-888-227-7669.

Summer savvy: Protect yourself
from the hazards of heat
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

It is important during this
time of the year to be aware
that summer heat can be
harmful to your health.
Seniors are at increased risk
of problems, some potentially
fatal, due to normal changes
associated with aging, including decreased circulation; an
altered sensation of thirst;
chronic illness, such as heart or
lung disease; medication use;
and being significantly underweight or overweight.
The following tips will help
you protect your health and
keep you comfortable during
the dog days of summer.
Before planning your day, listen to the weather forecast for
the temperature, humidity
level and air quality reading.
Stay indoors and keep windows closed when smog alerts
are issued.
Close blinds and curtains to
block the sun’s rays.
Avoid all unnecessary physical activity.
Eat lighter, more frequent
meals and include fruits and
vegetables, which have a high
water content. Avoid hot, spicy,
high-fat and protein-rich
foods.

Drink plenty of extra fluids,
regardless of whether you feel
thirsty, and take some along
when you go out. Water is best,
but if that doesn’t appeal, try
vegetable juice or diluted fruit
juice; avoid caffeinated and alcoholic beverages. For those on
fluid restrictions or a special
diet, consult with your doctor
before making any changes.
For cooking, use a microwave oven, toaster oven or
barbecue rather than a conventional oven or stovetop.
Consider buying pre-cooked
foods that only require warming. An even cooler alternative
is to order takeout food.
If you don’t have central air
conditioning, use fans or window air conditioners to improve air flow and evaporate
sweat. Stay on the lowest possible floor of your home, preferably on the shaded side. If necessary, cool down with a refreshing bath, shower or
sponge bath, or by placing a
cool washcloth on your wrists
and forehead. Open windows
in the evening if there’s a cool
breeze.
If you don’t have an air conditioning unit, seriously consider getting one, especially if
you can’t easily get out.

Otherwise, plan to spend the
hottest part of the day in a climate controlled environment:
a friend’s or relative’s home, or
a public place such as a seniors’
center, library or shopping
mall. Consider calling the local
public health office or Agency
on Aging to find out if there’s
a public cooling center in your
area. You may also wish to inquire if there’s a program that
subsidizes the cost of air conditioners.
If you need to go out, do so in
the morning before the heat
reaches its peak, or in the
evening. Avoid situations involving a crowd. If your vehicle
is not air conditioned, time
trips and plan routes to avoid
traffic congestion. Before getting in, open all the windows or
doors to let heat escape. Never
stay in the vehicle while someone else is doing errands, as
heat can quickly build up to a
dangerous level.
Whenever you go out, wear
sturdy, comfortable shoes with
good treads, and take along any
recommended mobility aids.
Lisa M. Petsche is a medical
social worker and a freelance
writer specializing in boomer
and senior issues.
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Knights to showcase state during Supreme Convention
BY JOHN GLEASON

Plans for the 129th Supreme
Convention for the Knights of
Columbus this summer are in
their final stages and judging
from the list of events, convention attendees will have a full
schedule after they unpack. The
convention, slated Aug. 2-4 in
Denver, usually attracts 2,500
Knights, including priests, bishops and cardinals from around
the world. This is the first time
in more than two decades that
Colorado has played host to the
event.
Activities include liturgies, socializing, discussion of business
and election of board members.
Many delegates will arrive several days before the convention
opens to tour the state, said Price
Hatcher, steering committee cochair and past state deputy.
“A lot of planning has gone
into making this weekend
work,” he told the Denver
Catholic Register. “We’re really

THE HISTORIC Georgetown Loop Railroad has been operating
since the 1880s.
excited about it. Our objective is
to showcase the city, the state
and the people who live here.”
In addition to the social
events on the schedule, which
include a barbecue, youth pizza
party and ladies luncheon hosted by the Ladies of the Colorado
State Council, visitors will be
able to take a variety of tours,
each spotlighting a different aspect of the state. They include a
mountain bus trip with stops at

Mother Cabrini Shine, Red
Rocks Park, a silver mine tour
and a ride on the Georgetown
Loop Railroad. Also planned are
a trip to Colorado Springs for a
tour of Garden of the Gods, the
Air Force Academy and a ride up
the Pikes Peak Cog Railroad. A
day trip to Boulder and a scenic
trip to the San Luis Valley to visit
the outdoor Stations of the
Cross featuring magnificent
sculptures by artist Huberto

Maestas are other excursion options as are a Colorado Rockies
game at Coors Field and a
“Saints and Sinners Tour.”
“This (final idea) comes from
the last time Colorado hosted
the Supreme Convention in
1984,” Hatcher said. “The ‘Saints
and Sinners Tour’ intersperses a
visit to a church and a brew pub.
After visiting one of the beautiful
churches such as the Cathedral
Basilica or Holy Ghost, (participants) stop in for dinner at one
of the downtown eateries. It was
very popular last time and we’re
hoping visitors will enjoy themselves this time, too.”
Hatcher said the Knights have
worked to create an itinerary of
interesting trips for visitors but
need volunteers to make them
happen.
“Something of this magnitude
wouldn’t happen if it weren’t for
the volunteers who give of their
time,” he said.
Roger Muller, new Knights
state deputy and chairman for

Programs offer spiritual growth opportunities for men
BY JOHN GLEASON

There are several Catholic
faith programs specifically for
men offered in the Archdiocese
of Denver. Some are offered on
an ongoing basis, others at select times of the year.

Marked Men for Christ
Founded in 2001, Marked
Men for Christ is a weekend retreat that allows Christian men
the opportunity to develop a
deeper, more powerful relationship with God. During the 44
hours, men embrace more fully
the gift of the Holy Spirit and the
mark with which they were
sealed at baptism. Capuchin
Franciscan Father John Lager,

one of the program co-founders,
said such spiritual growth starts
by admitting that we are broken
and wounded, emotionally and
spiritually.
“In 1 Peter 2:24,” Father Lager
said. "Jesus bore our sins in his
body upon the cross, so that free
from sin, we might live in holiness. By His wounds we are
healed."
These wounds, and what they
represent, are among the most
difficult issues men deal with in
their lives. They include deceit,
fear, anger, sadness and loss,
and shame.
The retreat gives men a
chance to move out of their
heads and into their hearts and
to look at issues that sometimes

prevent their call to holiness.
Following the retreat weekend, men are given the chance
to expand on their experience,
be accountable, and reflect on
what they’ve learned. In the 10
years of existence, more than
3,000 men have been part of the
weekend experience.
Weekend cost is $195 but financial assistance is available;
no one is denied due to a lack of
money. More information—including a list of upcoming retreat
weekends, applications and testimonials—is available online at
www.markedmenforchrist.com,
or call 1-888-828-MMFC (6632).

That Man is You
That Man is You is a program

developed by Paradisus Dei
(Paradise of God), a Houstonbased organization comprised
of lay Catholics dedicated to
finding God in the midst of
marriage and everyday life.
The program presents the vision of man fully alive and
combines the teachings of the
Church and the wisdom of the
saints with the best research
from modern science in an interactive, multimedia format.
That Man is You consists of a
26-week program divided into
two 13-week semesters that
follow the typical academic
year. The fall semester is dedicated to developing a vision of
man fully alive while the spring
semester is dedicated to be-

Youth

Madrid’s
Cuatro
Vientos
Airport. Speech by the pope.
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Aug. 21 (Madrid, Rome)

Aug. 20 (Madrid)

• 9:30 a.m. (3:30 a.m.), Mass
for 26th World Youth Day at
Cuatro Vientos Airport. Homily
by the pope. Recital of Angelus,
with talk by the pope.
• 12:45 p.m. (6:45 a.m.),
Lunch with Spanish cardinals
and in apostolic nunciature.
• 5 p.m. (11 a.m.), Departure
from apostolic nunciature.
• 5:30 p.m. (11:30 a.m.),
Meeting with World Youth Day
volunteers at Pavilion 9 of the
new Feria de Madrid. Speech
by the pope.
• 6:30 p.m. (12:30 p.m.),
Departure ceremony at Barajas
International Airport. Speech
by the pope.
• 7 p.m. (1 p.m.), Departure
from
Madrid’s
Barajas
International Airport.
• 9:30 p.m. (3:30 p.m.), Arrival
at Rome’s Ciampino airport.

• 9 a.m. (3 a.m.), Sacrament
of penance with several young
people in the Jardines del Buen
Retiro.
• 10 a.m. (4 a.m.), Mass with
seminarians in the Almudena
Cathedral. Homily by the
pope.
• 12:45 p.m. (6:45 a.m.),
Lunch with Spanish cardinals,
bishops
from
Madrid
province, auxiliary bishops of
Madrid and in the cardinal’s
residence.
• 5 p.m. (11 a.m.), Meeting
with organizing committee of
the 26th World Youth Day in the
apostolic nunciature.
• 7:40 p.m. (1:40 p.m.), Visit to
the Fundacion Instituto San
Jose. Speech by the pope.
• 8:30 p.m. (2:30 p.m.), Prayer
vigil with young people at

the convention committee,
agreed.
“Bringing this convention together isn’t something that one
person or one committee could
pull off alone,” he said. “It’ll be
successful because of the men
and women who stepped forward and said, ‘What do you
need?’”
The application to host the
2011 convention was made six
years ago and when it was
awarded to Colorado, Muller
said a small group got together
to lay out plans. The group received a lot of input from
Knights from across the state.
“Because of their help, we’re
ready,” Muller said. “We’re
chomping at the bit.”
Even so, Muller said more volunteers are welcome to help
transport delegates, act as tour
guides or work hospitality tables.
“You can’t have too many volunteers,” he said. “And we’re always glad for the extra hands.”
Anyone interested in volunteering may do so by contacting
the
Knights
online
at
www.2011coloradokofc.org.

coming “that man.” The spring
semester includes an organized Lenten journey that participants
make
together.
Weekly meetings provide men
the opportunity to receive and
apply relevant information to
issues facing men today.
Meetings consist of a fellowship meal, presentation and
group discussion.
More information is available at www.paradisusdei.org,
click on That Man is You. There
you will find a list of the 25
Catholic parishes in Colorado
where the program is offered.

Rocky Mountain Catholic
Men’s Conference

The mission of the annual
Rocky Mountain Catholic Men’s

See Programs, Page 15

BRIEF

Inspirational
books for
fundraising

An independent book publisher in Steamboat Springs offers its books to Knights
Councils,
youth
groups,
women’s auxiliaries and other
Church-based
groups
as
fundraisers.
Featuring inspiring Christian
fiction by Colorado author J.L.
“Jo” Hardesty, the books are
horse tales and are meant for
readers of all ages. J-Force
Publishing provides the books at
no up-front charge, asking for 50
percent of the cover price (and
in some cases shipping costs)
when the books are sold. Learn
more at www.jlhardesty.com
and www.horselegend.com.
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A father’s love
BY JOHN GLEASON

History is resplendent with
stories of fathers who have sacrificed much for their children.
Most of us don’t have to look
very far to find such tales—often
the story is in our own family or
neighborhood.
In the case of Jose Salazar, it
isn’t what he gave up but what
he couldn’t give up that makes
this story special.
In 1991 Jose and a woman
with whom he was having a relationship discovered they were
going to be parents. The two
weren’t married to each other
and neither thought that such a
union would work out. When
the baby boy was born the following year, the couple decided
to give him up for adoption.
They named him Peter.
Working with social services,
the two looked for a suitable
family with which to place the
child. A week before the adoption was to go through, Jose took
his son home for the weekend to
spend time with him before he
went off to his new family. It was
a life-changing decision.
“I felt it was the Holy Spirit
turning inside of me and the
need to spend the weekend with
him,” Jose recalled. “I wanted a
small bit of time before he was
no longer mine.”
One weekend was all it took for
Jose to realize he couldn’t place
his son with another family. He
decided to raise the child himself.
“I brought him home and just
couldn’t let him go back,” he said.
Before Jose shared his decision with anyone an incident occurred that in his mind blessed
his son and helped him on his
life journey. It happened when a
married friend with children,
then-Denver City Councilman
Tim Sandos, offered to watch

Peter over a weekend.
“On that Saturday he had a
meeting … at which thenArchbishop J. Francis Stafford
was present,” Salazar said. “The
archbishop asked Tim why he
had a baby with him and was
told the child was to be put up
for adoption.”
Tim
asked
Archbishop
Stafford if he would pray for Jose
and for the child and his future.
The prelate held the nearly 1month-old Peter in his hands
and blessed him.
Denver
Catholic Register photographer
James Baca took a photo that
appeared in the March 11, 1992,
issue of the newspaper along
with a story about abortion. The
caption read “Archbishop J.
Francis Stafford with baby Pete
who stopped by for a visit on his
way to be adopted.”
The adoption never took
place and Jose believes Peter’s
encounter with now-Cardinal
Stafford is a big reason why.
“I believe the bishop’s blessings and prayers helped the situation that took Peter to where he
is right now,” Jose said. “Pope
John Paul II said, ‘In the designs
of Providence, there are no mere
coincidences.’ I believe that.”
Although Jose and Peter’s
mother never married each
other or cohabitated, they
worked hard at raising their son
together.

Programs

copies of presentations of speakers from past conferences.
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Gathering of Men

Conference is to promote and
strengthen the spiritual growth
of men throughout the Colorado
dioceses and beyond to empower them to be spiritual leaders in
their families, church and workplaces. The conference seeks to
help men experience conversion to Christ and develop a
deep, personal relationship with
him as well as mobilize them to
become involved in parish life
and to share their faith with others in their communities. The
one-day event features keynote
speakers, Mass and reconciliation. Information on the conference, which is held each spring,
is available at www.rockymoun
taincatholicmensconference.co.
There, you can sign up to receive
the RMCMC newsletter and
email updates regarding the
2012 conference as well as order

Since 1991, the Gathering of
Men has provided opportunities
for men to experience the awesome healing power and encouragement of Jesus Christ.
That year a group of committed
laymen, led by then pastor Msgr.
Ken Leone, formed the foundation of an experience where men
could speak openly and honestly about the challenges of living
their faith. Over the years the
program, held each January, expanded and is now held at
YMCA of the Rockies in Estes
Park. The weekend features
talks, discussion, music, Mass
and fellowship. Details on
Gathering of Men, including information on spiritual direction
and comments from past attendees, is available at www.gathe
ringofmen.org or email dhoel
ting@gatheringofmen. org.
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JOSE AND PETER SALAZAR

Peter grew up strong in faith
and attended Denver’s Ranum
High School where he was the
valedictorian for his graduating
class. He earned eight academic
letters, five athletic letters, won
numerous scholarships and was
accepted at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, CalTech and Princeton. This spring
he finished up his first year at
Stanford University in California
where he plans to study aerospace engineering. He is currently in El Salvador for a month
doing mission work with a
Catholic group.
“I’m incredibly blessed,” Peter
said. “I look at what I have, at
what my parents have done for
me. Through adoption, rather
than abortion, they chose life for
me. I have to thank God every
day for that.”
Peter said he doesn’t wonder
what his life would have been
like had he been adopted or

what sort of person he might
have grown up to become.
Rather, he prefers being thankful
for what happened. Asked what
he’d say if he ever gets the chance
to meet Cardinal Stafford and remind him of the photo they once

took, he laughed and said he’ll
never forget the significance of
that moment.
“God can always make the
best out of any situation,” he
said. “Pretty incredible, don’t
you think?”
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Catholic Charities breaks ground for homeless shelter in Fort Collins
BY JOHN GLEASON

On June 27, Catholic Charities broke
ground for a $220,000 expansion to The
Mission, its Fort Collins homeless shelter, to enlarge the facility’s living area
and add an outdoor courtyard.
The 800-square-foot expansion to the
shelter, which is located at 460 Linden
Center Drive, is expected to be completed in September.
Glenn Good, regional director for
Catholic Charities in Larimer County,
said the expansion will help the organization better serve the area’s residents.
“Essentially this is our homeless shelter, community kitchen and administrative headquarters in Fort Collins,” Good
said. “The Mission was constructed in
1989 and over the years the need for its
services has increased. In 2010 over
60,000 meals were served and 16,000
nights of shelter were provided. Still, last
year over 200 people were turned away
PHOTO PROVIDED

READY with shovels to break ground
June 27 on an expansion for The
Mission homeless shelter in Fort Collins
are project collaborators, from left:
Stephen Carattini, Brian Soukup, Jeff
Feneis, Sister Mary Alice Murphy,
Gordan Thibedeau, Glenn Good, John
Dengler, Father Gregory Cioch, Shawn
MacRitchie, Doug Dohn and John Feeley.
because the shelter was full.”
Each year, Catholic Charities serves
more than 80,000 people in northern
Colorado. In more than 40 ministries,
the organization feeds the hungry, provides shelter, case management and referrals, and works with families to build
a foundation for their future.
Currently, The Mission has beds to
accommodate 40 people per night,
which includes single men, single
women and families. Additional transitional housing for veterans brings the
total number it shelters nightly to 55.
Expanding the living space will provide
roomy daytime comfort in a new afternoon shelter and—at time of peak
need—additional sleeping space at night.
“It allows us to meet the needs of our
guests,” Good said, “to better serve
them both during the day and at night.”
In addition to the overnight facilities,

The Mission has a kitchen that serves
100-plus meals a day, which includes
lunch seven days a week and breakfast
on weekends. Guests also have access
to shower and laundry facilities and,
through case management services, to
resources in the community to help
with physical or mental health issues,
employment and housing. Average stay
for those in transition, Good said, is 60
days.
Money for the construction project
came in part from a citizens group
called the Homeless Day Service
Initiative and from Catholic Charities.
Other fundraising efforts included personal donations, parish contributions
and the sale of individual bricks for the
structure.
On hand for the ground breaking ceremony was Stephen Carattini, chief operating officer for Catholic Charities of the
Denver Archdiocese, who said the people
of northern Colorado responded to the
project as they always do—generously.
“Catholic Charities has been in operation in the area for over 40 years,” he
said. “It’s always a blessing to see their
spirit of generosity and desire to serve
the common good. And of course we’re
grateful to the Catholic parishes in the
area who’ve stepped up with their support. Their support allows us to continue our mission to extend the healing
ministry of Jesus Christ to those in
need.”
Also participating in the ground
breaking were Our Lady of Victory
Missionary Sister Mary Alice Murphy,
former executive director of Catholic
Charities and a former member of its
board of directors; John Dengler, the
project architect; and Doug Dohn of
Dohn Construction Inc., the project
builder. Father Grzegorz Cioch, V.F.,
pastor of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Church in Fort Collins, gave a blessing
at the ceremony.
With the construction project under
way, Good said he’s looking to the future.
“The dormitories are 20 years old and
could use some fixing up,” he said, “and
there are other things we’re looking at.
As long as the need is there, Catholic
Charities will be there to serve—any
way we can.”

Communion and Liberation
leader to speak in Denver
Father Julián Carrón, head of the
Catholic international movement
Communion and Liberation, will deliver a talk at 3 p.m. on July 17 at
Nativity of Our Lord Church in
Broomfield. All are invited.
Titled “What is Man that You Care
for Him, the Son of Man that You Think
of Him?” the event will include remarks by Father Carrón and will include time for questions and answers.
Communion and Liberation was
founded in Italy by Msgr. Luigi
Giussani in 1954. Recognized by the
Vatican as an association of pontifical
right, it aims to educate its members in
Christian maturity and to collaborate
in the Church’s mission in contempo-

rary life. Father Carrón was selected to
lead the movement after Msgr.
Giussani’s death in 2005. He is visiting
Communion and Liberation communities around the country this summer.
Communion and Liberation has
groups that meet regularly in Boulder,
Broomfield, Fort Collins and Littleton.
Organizers said a group will start in
Denver this fall.
Nativity of Our Lord Parish is under
the pastoral care of the priestly fraternity that grew out of the movement,
the Fraternity of St. Charles Borromeo.
For
more
information
about
Communion and Liberation, visit
www.clonline.org.
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University’s community garden helps feed neighborhood residents
BY JULIE FILBY

Community gardens provide
neighbors with food, fellowship
and fun. For the second consecutive season, some 30 people
are working in a garden at the
main campus of Regis
University in the Berkeley neighborhood of northwest Denver.
Volunteers tending the garden include neighborhood residents, parishioners of St. John
Francis Regis Chapel, and university staff and students.
“We have more students this
year,” said Joe Kottenstette, a
founding member of the steering committee, “and I think getting young people involved in
organic gardening is neat.
“It’s a good skill to have …
people need access to good food
and one of the best ways to
make that happen is to teach
them how to grow their own.”
The 200-foot-by-65-foot garden is on the northwest corner of
Regis’ property on Lowell
Boulevard between 52nd and
53rd avenues. Half of the space is
dedicated to 24 11-foot-by-16foot plots filled with vegetables
and fruits, while the other half is a
common space with picnic tables, native plants and herb beds.
Kottenstette, 55, lives in the
Berkeley neighborhood and
worships at Regis Chapel. He
has been involved with the gar-

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
Website: www.nice-world.org
Phone: 303-499-LOVE (5683)
Email: davidward@nice-world.
org
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DAVID WARD, foreground center, works with others in the community garden at Regis University in northwest Denver.
den since its planning stages.
agricultural ecosystems to be
“We invited (a guest speaker) sustainable and limit the use of
to our neighborhood associa- fossil fuel. The permaculture
tion meeting to talk about com- beds at Regis use deep mulch
munity
gardens,”
said planting and drip lines.
Kottenstette. “We got really ex“It’s better for the environcited about the idea.”
ment in a lot of ways because
At the same time a group of you don’t destroy the soil with
Regis University students ex- roto-tilling,” said Kottenstette,
pressed interest in starting a gar- “and you don’t use as much
den. A committee formed and water because of the thick
after the initially proposed loca- mulch.
tion fell though, the Regis site
“It’s an extremely effective
was coordinated with Denver way to garden.”
Urban Gardens.
Community gardens can also
“It took a few years but it final- be a ministry to serve the poor.
ly came together,” said Last year produce was donated
Kottenstette. “We are very grate- to the nearby Comfort Cafe, a
ful to Regis.”
pay-as-you-can restaurant; The
Three-quarters of the garden Senior Hub in Adams County;
employs the permaculture tech- and Hyland Hills Have a Heart
nique, a method of developing Food Bank. Organizers expect

produce will be donated again
this year.
David Ward, 55, parishioner at
St. Martin de Porres in Boulder
and founder of N.I.C.E.
(Network
of
Interfaith
Compassionate Entrepreneurs),
has been active in this ministry
for 12 years. He has helped start
15 community gardens, including the one at Regis, and is involved in the Catholic Worker
movement.
The Catholic Worker movement was co-founded in 1933
during the Great Depression by
social activists Peter Maurin and
Dorothy Day. It’s grounded in
the belief of every person’s Godgiven dignity and best known for
houses of hospitality in low-income urban areas. There are
more than 200 communities in
the country, including one in
Denver at 2420 Welton St., and
an estimated 20 Catholic Worker
farms.
“Our goal is to start as many
gardens as possible,” said Ward,
“with the expansion of the ‘city

farm belt’ concept being the objective.”
Ward is working with an interfaith
alliance,
Catholics
Resurrecting Omnifaith Worker
Neighborhood (CROWN), to develop a hybrid entity that combines the concept of a rural
Catholic Worker Farm and an
urban Catholic Worker House.
“We need to provide food and
companionship and all the important things that nourish our
lives within walking distance,”
he said in explaining the importance of a neighborhood farm
concept.
Ward, with other CROWN
representatives, will attend a
conference, “Growing Roots:
Peter Maurin and Economics,”
July 17-23 at the New Hope
Catholic Worker Farm and
Agronomic University outside
Dubuque, Iowa. The event will
feature daily lecture and reading, along with manual labor on
the 28-acre farm.
CROWN is currently researching alternative sites in the
Denver area for a neighborhood
farm.
Community gardens are always in needs of volunteers,
particularly at harvest time to
avoid wasting food. For more information, visit www.niceworld.org, call 303-499-LOVE
(5683) or email davidward@
nice-world.org.
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Bulletin Board
Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date. Mail, fax, or e-mail:
Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.
For more events, visit www.archden.org/events.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Healing Mass: at St. Catherine of Siena
Church, 4200 Federal Blvd., Denver.
July 13: 7 p.m.
Witness Blessing: of garden and statue at
Gabriel House 1341 Oneida St., Denver.
Reception to follow. Call 303-377-1577 for
more information.
Sept. 3: Mass 8:15 a.m.
Blessing 9:30 a.m.
Annual Blue Mass: to honor first responders
will be celebrated at Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St.,
Denver. First responders are invited to attend
in uniform and may RSVP by calling 303-7153156.
Sept. 10: 4:30 p.m.
Monthly Respect Life Holy Hour: held at All
Souls Church, 4950 S. Logan St., Englewood.
Social hour follows Holy Hour. Call 303-7890007 for details.
Third Thursday: 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Sign Up For: the Rocky Mountain Catholic
Home Education Conference at St. Thomas
More Parish, 8035 S. Quebec St., Centennial.
Speakers, resources and vendors.
Registration information available online at
www.rmchec.org or call 303-750-9522.
July 15: 2 p.m. - 8 p.m.
July 16: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Monthly Pancake Breakfast: at Holy Rosary
Parish, 4688 Pearl St., Denver. $5 gets you
hearty breakfast including bacon, eggs, pancakes and more.
July 17: 8 a.m. - noon
Monday Night At The Movies: hosted by the
Catholic Biblical School. The Scarlet and the
Black starring Gregory Peck will be shown at
JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Event
is free. Call 303-715-3195 for details.
July 25: 6:15 p.m.
Holy Family Graduating Class: of 1971 will hold
40th class reunion at Westwood Golf Course
Clubhouse, 6655 Quaker St., Arvada. Call
303-843-9629 for details.
Aug. 6
Conference: on Living Catholic Faith as
Responsible Americans sponsored by CALL
will be held at JW Marriott, 150 Clayton Lane,
Denver. Speakers include Archbishop Jose
Gomez S.T.D. and Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput O.F.M. Cap. Register online at
www.call-usa.org.
Aug. 12 - 14
Fourth Annual Jericho Jog: a 5K race and 1K
fun run at St. Thomas More Parish, 8035 S.
Quebec St., Centennial. Awards to top finishers, great food, face painters and more.
Information available at 720-482-3585 or register online at www.active.com.
Aug. 20: 8 a.m.

Golf For Hope: annual tournament to benefit
Seeds of Hope Charitable Trust to be held at
Glenmoor Country Club, 110 Glenmoor Drive,
Cherry Hills Village. Golf, socializing, prizes
and auction. Registration information available by calling 303-715-3186 or online at
www.seedsofhopetrust.org.
Aug. 29: 10:30 a.m.
Mark Calendar: for annual Archdiocesan
Charismatic Conference to be held at Red
Lion Hotel in Denver. Details online at
www.archdencharismatic.org or call 303745-6157.
Sept. 23 - 25
Shrine Of St. Anne School: 7320 Grant Place
in Arvada has openings for students for upcoming school year. Call for information or
to schedule a tour, 303-422-1800.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Discover How To Apply: Gospel spirituality
to your daily life at a meeting sponsored by
the Focolare Movement at 551 Pearl St.,
Denver. Call 303-422-2630 for details.
July 17: 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Rachel Vineyard Retreat: for those who are
struggling with emotional and spiritual healing following abortion. Call 303-410-1710 for
more information.
July 22 - 24
RCIA Training: three-day workshop for leaders and team members at St. Thomas More
Parish, 8035 S. Quebec St., Centennial. Cost
is $305 which includes meals. Call 303-7153260 to register.
Aug. 4 - 6
Four-Day Summer Class: on Pillars of
Catechism of the Catholic Church to be offered at JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver. $25 for Catholic School Teachers,
$50 for all others. Call 303-715-3195 for registration information.
Aug. 8 - 11: 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Annual Retreat: for those affected by
HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis C will be held at
Sacred Heart Retreat House, 4801 N.
Highway 67 in Sedalia. Call 303-715-3220 to
register.
Aug. 26 - 28
Discernment Retreat: for those interested
in the diaconate will be held at St. Francis
School of Theology for Deacons at the JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Wives are invited to attend also.
RSVP by Aug. 15 by emailing
pookmfs@msn.com.
Aug. 21: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Catechetical Congress: training day for all
Catechists at Renaissance Hotel, 3801
Quebec St., Denver. Cost is $20 which includes lunch. Registration deadline, Aug. 19.
Call 303-715-3260 to register.
Aug. 27: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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Winsome ‘Cars 2’ film offers good lessons about friendship, family
BY JOSEPH MCALEER

NEW YORK (CNS)—Start your
engines for the road trip of the
summer
in
“Cars
2”
(Disney/Pixar), a winsome
round-the-world adventure that
provides fun for the entire family. This sequel to the 2006 hit
“Cars” expands its universe beyond Route 66 as our anthropomorphic car heroes meet their
foreign counterparts—including the Popemobile—with hilarious results.
Along the way, amid clever
sight gags and belly laughs,
“Cars 2” offers good lessons
about friendship, family and
self-esteem.
“Cars 2” picks up where its
predecessor left off, in Radiator
Springs, whither Lightning
McQueen (voice of Owen
Wilson) returns home after winning his fourth Piston Cup race.
Waiting for him is his faithful pal,
the hapless tow truck, Tow Mater
(voice of Larry the Cable Guy).
“We’ve got a whole summer’s
worth of best-friend fun to do,”
Mater promises.
But there’s more in store than
tipping tractors in corn fields.
McQueen accepts a challenge
from cocky Italian Formula One
racecar Francesco Bernoulli
(voice of John Turturro), to compete in the first-ever World
Grand Prix across three countries. The race is organized by Sir
Miles Axlerod (voice of Eddie

CNS PHOTO/DISNEY

LIGHTNING MCQUEEN, voice by Owen Wilson, is seen in the animated movie Cars 2." The Catholic News Service classification is
A-I—general patronage. The Motion Picture Association of America rating is G—general audiences.
Izzard) to promote Allinol, his (voice of Michael Caine) and his bracing differences are among which appear to wear clerical
alternative clean-burning fuel. assistant, the comely Holley the film’s key themes.
birettas.
(This is just one of the film’s Shiftwell (voice of Emily
Much of the humor springs
As in “Toy Story 3,” some of
many environmental mes- Mortimer), are tracking evil from sight gags, as director John the action in “Cars 2”—mainly
sages.)
autos bent on world domina- Lasseter claims the human the spy scenes showcasing exTraveling by equally anthro- tion. An American agent holds world for machines. Passing plosions, gunfights, and car “torpomorphized airplanes, trains, the key. Mater is mistaken for through airport security, cars re- ture”— may be too intense for
and boats (with Disney’s mer- the Yank operative, and the en- move their tires. Gambling cars the littlest of viewers. Those elechandising possibilities taking, tertaining mix-ups begin.
throw fuzzy dice at casino ta- ments aside, though, this is an
no doubt, a quantum leap in the
As with “The Incredibles,” our bles, and head for the restroom ideal family film.
process), McQueen and Mater car spies face danger with much when they begin to leak oil.
The Catholic News Service
visit Tokyo, Italy and London, bravado and derring-do. The vilAsked an obvious question, classification is A-I—general paand the inevitable clash of cul- lains are cars no longer in pro- Mater responds, “Is the tronage. The Motion Picture
tures ensues.
duction—such as Pacers and Popemobile Catholic?” And be- Association of America rating is
Meanwhile, there’s a parallel Gremlins—unloved by the pub- fore you know it, there he is, in a G—general audiences, all ages
story straight from the James lic and labeled lemons. Subject nonspeaking cameo, a stately admitted.
Bond playbook. The super spy of to ridicule, they share a lack of white vehicle topped with a
British Intelligence, an Aston self-esteem
with
Mater. miter, watching the Italian leg of
Joseph McAleer is a guest reMartin named Finn McMissile Acceptance of others and em- the race, and escorted by trams viewer for Catholic News Service.

Day biography offers insights into life of Catholic Worker co-founder

BY RACHELLE LINNER

Jim Forest, an author, peace
activist and secretary of the
Orthodox Peace Fellowship,
first met Dorothy Day (18971980) in 1960. Forest’s affection
for and knowledge of her life
and work inform “All Is Grace,”
a carefully crafted and insightful book that significantly revises and expands his 1986 biography, “Love Is the Measure.”
Forest is an accomplished
writer and his fluent prose is a
pleasure to read. He confines
his personal remembrances to
the book’s final chapter, an
evocative portrait of Day’s gratitude, faith, painful self-knowledge, disciplined prayer life
and the ability to be “as fierce
and determined as one of
those resolute Russian women
who repaired Moscow streets
and kept going to church even
in the years of Stalin.”
“All is Grace” is a physically
beautiful book, the skilled work
of designer Roberta Savage.
Slightly oversized, each page of
the book has a block of text
and, in the wide margins, either a photograph or excerpts
from Dorothy Day’s writing.
(Forest frequently quotes from
2008’s “The Duty of Delight:
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THIS is the cover of "All Is
Grace: A Biography of Dorothy
Day" by Jim Forest.
The Diaries of Dorothy Day”
and “All the Way to Heaven: The
Selected Letters of Dorothy
Day,” published in 2010. Both
volumes were edited by Robert
Ellsberg and published by
Marquette University Press.)
“All is Grace” contains more
than 200 black-and-white photographs, many from the
Marquette University archives.
There are photographs of Day
as a young girl and a young
mother, in the early years of the
Catholic Worker, and as a strikingly attractive mature woman.

There are photographs of the
important people in her life: her
siblings and Forster Batterham,
the father of their daughter,
Tamar, and the man with whom
she knew, for too short a time,
domestic happiness. There are
many photographs of Tamar,
from her infancy and childhood
to her own years as a wife and
mother. Catholic Workers are
here, including co-founder Peter
Maurin and longtime friends
like Eileen Egan, Ammon
Hennacy,
Father
Daniel
Berrigan and Blessed Mother
Teresa of Kolkata.
There are photographs of the
places and events that were
important in Day’s life: Kings
County Hospital, where she
trained as a nurse in 1918; St.
Joseph’s Church in Greenwich
Village, where she stopped to
pray in the first inklings of her
religious call; the farms and
houses of hospitality in which
she lived out her vocation.
The photographs and quotes
from her writings anchor
Forest’s text and serve as a visual complement to the skillful
way he situates Day in her religious, political and cultural
contexts. He provides sufficient, but not laborious, detail
so that the reader understands

BOOK
Title: “All Is Grace: A
Biography of Dorothy Day”
Author: Jim Forest
Publisher: Orbis Books
(Maryknoll, N.Y., 2011). 352
pp., $27

what and who influenced Day,
and what and who she influenced.
Day made the momentous
journey “from Union Square to
Rome” (as she titled the narrative of her conversion) but as
Forest illustrates, there was
also a lot of consistency in her
life. She belongs to the tradition
of
an
indigenous
American radicalism, beginning with her 1917 arrest as a
suffragette, being shot at while
standing in solidarity with the
Koinonia community in 1957,
resisting civil defense drills in
the 1950s, opposing the
Vietnam War in the 1960s, to
her final arrest and two-week
jail sentence in 1973, in solidarity with the United Farm
Workers union.
The accumulation of details
and insights that accrue from
Forest’s carefully chosen and il-

lustrative anecdotes weaves a
seamless portrait of Day that
mirrors her profound incarnational sensibility. Excerpts from
her writings reveal the almost
palpable delight she took in the
physical, sensual world, qualities that infused her distinctive
prose style with warmth and
clarity.
She loved opera
(Wagner was her favorite composer) and Russian novelists,
especially Dostoevski. She
practiced a rigorous voluntary
poverty but did not starve her
senses. Once, Forest writes,
“she discovered chopped
onions, herbs and spices in the
fruit salad.” “A sacrilege,” she
wrote, “to treat food this way.
Food should be treated with respect, since Our Lord left himself to us in the guise of food.
His disciples knew him in the
breaking of bread.”
Day often quoted Dostoevski
that “beauty will save the
world.” In both its text and in
its luminous photographs “All
is Grace” offers a vivid testimony to Day’s beauty, fidelity and,
in the midst of suffering and
hardship, a stunning witness of
perseverance and hope.

Rachelle Linner, a freelance
writer, lives in Medford, Mass.

