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New church artwork depicts Easter story
BY JOHN GLEASON
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Easter is the day when
Catholics celebrate the foundation of our Christian faith:
the day when Christ overcame
earthly bounds and rose from
the dead—the single most important day in human history.
To prepare for this joyous
time the faithful have sacrificed and employed penitential prayer through the 40 days
of Lent. It is through this glorious event of Christ’s death
and resurrection that we believe our own souls and bodies will come together at the
end of time to live with him
for all eternity.
At St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Parish in Fort Collins as people come together to celebrate
Easter, the day will have
added significance with the
blessing of a new mural titled
“The Resurrection,” which depicts the emergence of Jesus
from the tomb
The artwork was recently
donated to the parish, said
Father Grzegorz Cioch, V.F.,
the pastor.
“It is very powerful, of
course,” he said, “the greatest
demonstration
of
God’s
power. And it’s one of a kind—
the only one in the country of
these dimensions besides the
original, which is in Texas.”
The 5-by-16-foot oil on canvas piece, made possible
through an anonymous donation by a parish family, is the
work of noted Christian artist
Ron DiCianni. The mural
shows Christ emerging from
the tomb on Easter morning,
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JESUS Christ bursts from the tomb in this detail from “The Resurrection” by Ron DiCianni. St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Church in Fort Collins recently installed the mural, which was the gift of an
anonymous donor family. The work will be blessed on Easter.
angels kneeling on either side
of the entrance, and a collection of biblical characters who
have been awaiting his return,
according to Father Cioch,
what the Bible calls the “great
cloud of witnesses (Heb 12:1).
“It includes Moses, David,
Isaiah and Abraham on one
side,” he said, “and Elijah,
Noah, Esther, John the Baptist
and Daniel on the other. In
one corner people can see
Calvary, where Jesus was crucified.”

CATHOLIC LIFE

resented has a wonderful
story to tell of redemption.”
DiCianni started creating religious art in 1989 when he
began what he called, “reclaiming art for Christ.” Since then
the popularity of his work continues to climb in both the
Christian and secular markets.
The original “Resurrection”
mural, his latest work, hangs in
the Museum of Biblical Art in
Dallas. At 40-by-12-feet it is

See Easter, Page 12
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Thomas Perez is pastoral associate and longtime member
of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton. He
said that the mural is a great
representation of the faith, a
perfect reminder of what we
believe as Catholics.
“You can’t help but be inspired when you look at it,”
Perez said. “It brings to mind
what we’re here for—the
Eucharist, salvific action, salvation. And look at the collection of people from the
Catholic faith. Everyone rep-

c. 1268 - 1317 / Feast - April 20
Born to wealthy parents in a Tuscan village in Italy,
Agnes was given to the care of nuns as a child,
and was made superior of a new convent at age
15. About 1298 she was invited to establish a convent at Montepulciano, which she put under the
direction of local Dominicans. Known for extreme
personal mortifications, she lived on bread and
water and slept on the ground for 15 years. She was reported to have
visions and work miracles to feed her sisters when food ran low. Her
tomb was visited by Emperor Charles IV and St. Catherine of Siena.
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ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

CHARLES J. CHAPUT O.F.M. CAP.

Easter: The beginning of a
new and unspeakable joy

CNS PHOTO COURTESY CATHOLIC COMMUNICATION CAMPAIGN

A RAPHAEL frescoe featuring the risen Christ from the
Vatican's “Sala della Segnatura.'”
The late and much loved Cardinal Augustin Mayer,
O.S.B., once wrote that, “Nothing great is ever achieved
without suffering.”
His words come back to me every year during Holy
Week. They remind us that discipleship always has a
cost. No Christian ever lives the Gospel without eventually encountering the cross. During the Triduum—Holy
Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday—the Church invites us to remember that sin is real and that only blood
can redeem it ... but also that God loves us so deeply
that he sent his only son to offer himself for our deliverance.
In giving his life for us, Jesus asks us to live our lives for
others. He asks us to share in his work of redemption.
That’s why the Gospel is never merely a call to be “nice”
to others. There’s nothing sweet about Golgotha. Life in
Jesus Christ is a call to heroic and self-sacrificing love. If
we want to rise with Jesus on Easter, we also have to
share his work of salvation on Good Friday.
C.S. Lewis captured this basic Christian understanding
very clearly when he wrote that, “Christianity is a thing of
unspeakable joy. But it begins not in joy, but in wretchedness, and it does no good to try to get to the joy by bypassing the wretchedness.”
Of course, the nature of “everyday America” in 2011 is
that we all live our lives in routines—routines that tend
to dull us into self-absorption at work, at play, in our
families, and also in our religious faith. Even the broken
body of Christ on the cross can become a standard piety,
an object of devotion that doesn’t really touch our hearts.
That’s why these days of Holy Week are so vital. Holy
Week is the most sacred time of the year. It’s a time to
wake up from our routines and shake off the distractions
of daily life—and to concentrate on the One in whom we
anchor our hope.
This year, listen to the word of God with new ears.
Make some personal room for silence this week. Read
and pray over the Gospel accounts of the crucifixion.
Venerate the cross. Remember the price paid for your redemption. Understand how zealously God loves you …
and when you do, you’ll begin to understand the meaning of the Gospel and the urgency of your own vocation
to bring the fruit of God’s love—new life in Jesus Christ—
to others.
Good Friday is an end: an end to death; an end to our
old selves and our old selfishness. Easter Sunday is a beginning, the beginning of a new and “unspeakable joy”
for each of us and all of us. The sorrow of Holy Week is
the doorway to something infinitely more beautiful.
So may God grant you and your family, and all of us, a
blessed Holy Week—and a holy and joy-filled Easter!
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Four men ordained deacons on way toward priesthood
Newly ordained
come from Poland,
Ecuador and
Colorado
BY ROXANNE KING

The deacon represents
Christ who came “not to be
served, but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for
many.”
So
stressed
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., to four men who
were ordained deacons April
16 as a step in their journey
toward the priesthood.
Archbishop Chaput was the
ordaining prelate at the joyous
midmorning ordination Mass
held at the Cathedral Basilica
of
the
Immaculate
Conception
in
Denver.
Concelebrants
included
Auxiliary
Bishop
James
Conley, St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary rector
Msgr. Michael Glenn and
Redemptoris
Mater
Archdiocesan
Missionary
Seminary
rector
Father
Florián Martín-Calama.
Ordained were Juan Manuel
Bonilla, 28, a native of
Ecuador; Wojciech Mariusz
Gierasimczyk, 31, a native of
Poland; and Coloradans
Samuel Alan Morehead, 27,
and Ryan Cullin O’Neill, 27.
Deacons
Bonilla
and
Gierasimczyk
attend
Redemptoris Mater while
Deacons
Morehead
and
O’Neill attend St. John
Vianney. All four men are in
formation for the priesthood
to
serve
the
Denver
Archdiocese. The men attending Redemptoris Mater also
receive missionary training
and may be sent at the archbishop’s discretion anywhere
in the world.
Those filling the cathedral
to witness the ordinations included relatives and friends of
the men from within the archdiocese as well as from Dallas,
Phoenix, Ecuador and Poland.
The beautiful Mass began
with a colorful Knights of
Columbus honor guard leading a procession of numerous
acolytes, deacons, priests and

DEACON-ELECT Ryan O’Neill
kneels before Archbishop
Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., and
promises respect and obedience.
the two bishops. Scripture
readings were proclaimed in
English and Spanish and included a stirring sung Gospel.
Cathedral music director
Brandon Spence led the
Archdiocesan Chorale in
rousing traditional hymns
with organ accompaniment,
which were interspersed with
emotive Spanish-style hymns
with guitar accompaniment
sung
and
played
by
Redemptoris Mater seminarians.
At the start of his homily,
the archbishop held up a slim
volume with a bright yellow
cover for all to see.
“Recently, the Church has
discovered a new gift, which
I’m holding in my hands,” he
announced.
“It’s
called
‘YouCat’ and is a catechism of
the Catholic Church for youth.
… As I was preparing for
today’s celebration, I thought
I’d take a look at ‘YouCat’ …
and see what it says about
holy orders and the diaconate.”
Reading from the book, the
archbishop said, “Someone
who is baptized and confirmed can receive moreover a
special mission in the Church
in two special sacraments and
thus be enlisted in the service
of God: holy orders and matrimony.”
Holy orders and matrimony
are channels through which
God pours his love into the

AS THE CONGREGATION applauds, the deacons-elect smile broadly,
from left, Juan Manuel Bonilla, Wojciech Gierasimczyk, Samuel
Morehead and Ryan O’Neill.
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THE DEACONS-ELECT lay prostrate while the congregation sings the Litany
of Supplication, invoking the intercession of the saints upon them.
world to build up the people
of God, the archbishop said.
“The two sacraments have
something in common,” he
read, “they are directed to the
good of others.
“One thing I want you to understand,”
Archbishop
Chaput explained, “is that the
sacraments of holy orders—
the ordination of bishops,
priests and deacons—is about
two things: communion,
which is our union with God
and with one another, and
mission.”
Reading the definition for
“deacon” from “YouCat,” the
archbishop noted that the

term, from the Greek diaconos, means “servant” and is
the foundational rank in the
sacrament of holy orders.
A clergy rank of the Church
in Apostolic times, the diaconate eventually became a
preliminary step toward ordination to the priesthood.
While it still serves this purpose for men in priesthood
formation, after the Second
Vatican Council the permanent diaconate was reestablished as an independent rank
of holy orders.
Deacons can officiate at
baptisms, weddings, wakes
and funerals. They can also

ARCHBISHOP Chaput lays
hands on Deacon-elect
Wojciech Gierasimczyk.
preach and distribute holy
Communion. They cannot
consecrate the Eucharist,
hear confessions or anoint
the sick.
“It’s unusual for the Church
of Denver to celebrate the
sacrament of holy orders in
the
season
of
Lent,”
Archbishop Chaput said. But,
he added, it’s a fitting time for
an ordination as “it’s through
Jesus’ service on the cross that
we have his gift of salvation.
“So my dear brothers,” he
urged, “conform your minds
to the cross of Christ, which
means generosity. He opened
his arms and was nailed on
the cross as an act of generous
obedience to the Father and a
generous (act) of service to his
brothers and sisters. The cross
is the pattern of all ministry in
the Church and should be
your pattern as you embrace
this vocation through the
sacrament of the diaconate
today.”
The Ordination Rite started
with the four men being called
forward and affirmed as worthy of ordination. Upon
Archbishop Chaput’s acceptance, the congregation expressed their assent with sustained applause.
Next, the men promised
celibacy and obedience to the
archbishop and his successors. Then, as they lay prostrate before the altar, the congregation sang the Litany of

Supplication, invoking the intercession of the saints.
The gift of the Holy Spirit for
the diaconal office was conferred to each of the ordinandi
in silence when the archbishop laid hands on each of the
men as they knelt before him.
He then said the Prayer of
Ordination over the group.
In a cheerful moment, the
newly ordained received the
outward signs of their new office as deacon friends vested
them with a deacon’s stole and
dalmatic.
The archbishop then empowered them to preach the
Gospel.
“Receive the Gospel of
Christ, whose herald you now
are,” he said as each of the
new deacons knelt in turn before him holding a Book of
Gospels.
“Believe what you read,”
Archbishop Chaput exhorted,
“teach what you believe and
practice what you teach.”
Following the archbishop’s
lead, veteran deacons then
welcomed each new cleric
into their order with a warm
embrace.
Drawing applause, the new
deacons then took their
places in the sanctuary beside
the archbishop and assisted
him for the remainder of the
Mass.
“I can’t believe it,” Deacon
Bonilla said after the Mass as
friends and family congratulated the newly ordained and
took photos with them outside in the cathedral’s Mary
Garden. “I see how the Lord is
putting in front of me this
great mission: to be a sign of
service and generosity. He
gave me this sacrament to be
free to give of myself.”
“I am very happy,” agreed
Deacon Gierasimczyk. “I see
that God is faithful and fulfills
what he began nine years ago
when I came to the United
States.”
Deacon Morehead said he
was “overjoyed.”
“This is a beautiful affirmation of God’s work in our
lives,” he said.
“There’s no going back,”
said a beaming Deacon
O’Neill. “I’m excited to move
forward.”
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Easter TV Mass, documentary set 7 a.m. April 24
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The Archdiocese of Denver’s
“Televised Mass” will air a
special one-hour, broadcast of
the Easter liturgy beginning at
7 a.m. on Sunday, April 24. The
broadcast will air, as usual, on
CPT
12
(available
via
Comcast, DirectTV and digital, all on Channel 12).

Please note that this broadcast will begin one half-hour
later than the usual broadcast
time. The “Televised Mass”
will return to its regular 6:30
a.m. start time on the following Sunday, May 1 (Divine
Mercy Sunday) and every
Sunday thereafter.

Immediately following the
conclusion of the Easter Mass
broadcast, a special documentary
about
the
Archdiocese of Denver’s TV
Mass ministry will air. All are
invited to view this show
about the ministry’s invaluable legacy and mission.

Pope to youth: Don’t
abandon God because of
‘attacks of evil’ in Church

CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING

"YOUCAT," the recently released young people's supplement to
the Catechism of the Catholic Church, is seen during a press
conference at the Vatican April 13.
BY CAROL GLATZ

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope
Benedict XVI urged young people not to abandon their faith
in God because of the “attacks
of evil” within the Church.
“Carry intact the fire of your
love in this Church every time
that men have obscured her
face,” he said in a foreword to a
new catechism edited specifically for young people.
The new “Youth Catechism,”
also called “YouCat,” will be included in each pilgrim backpack for World Youth Day 2011
in Madrid.
The pope said he wanted to
supplement the Catechism of
the Catholic Church by translating it “into the language of
young people and make its
words penetrate their world.”
In the foreword, the pope
urged everyone to study the
catechism “with passion and
perseverance” either alone, in
study groups or in exchanges
with others online.
Today’s Christians really
need to understand their faith
more than ever before in order
to resist modern day challenges
and temptations, he wrote.
“You have need of divine
help if you do not want your
faith to dry up as a dewdrop in
the sun, if you do not want to
succumb to the temptations of
consumerism, if you do not
want your love to be drowned
in pornography, if you do not
want to betray the weak and
the victims of abuse and violence,” he wrote.
“You must know what you
believe; you must know your
faith with the same precision
with which a specialist in information technology knows the
(operating) system of a computer; you must know it as a
musician knows his piece,” the
foreword said.

While not specifically mentioning the clerical sex abuse
crisis, the pope acknowledged
the effect it has had on the
faithful and said “the community of believers has been
wounded in recent times by
the attacks of evil” and sin in
the heart of the Church.
“Do not take this as a pretext
to flee from God’s presence;
you yourselves are the body of
Christ, the Church!” he told
young people.
The Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith will set
up a special working group to
collect reported errors and
distribute corrections in
translations of the new catechism. The move came after
the catechism’s Italian edition
was found to have a translation mistake concerning the
Church’s teaching on contraception.
Austrian Cardinal Christoph
Schonborn of Vienna, who
oversaw the creation of
“YouCat,” told journalists at a
Vatican news conference April
13 that many translations of
the original German text of
the new catechism were still
under way. “YouCat” is expected to be published in 13 languages, including Chinese and
Arabic, by the end of 2011 and
in 25 languages by 2012.
Distribution of the “YouCat”
Italian edition was temporarily suspended April 12 because
a translation erroneously left
the impression that Catholic
couples could use “contraceptive methods.”
The 300-page book uses a
question-and-answer format
to talk about what the Church
teaches.
Question 420 of the Italian
edition reads: “Can a Christian
couple turn to contraceptive

See YouCat, Page 6
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Companions on the
road to Easter
ROME—For the past six weeks, I’ve had the privilege of participating in the station church pilgrimage of Lent, a Roman
tradition that dates back to Christian antiquity. From at least
the early fourth century, the pope celebrated Mass during Lent
with his clergy and the Roman Christian community at a designated “station” church. As Christianity became a more public
faith, these “stations” were often basilicas built to honor Roman
martyrs, constructed atop or around a former house church.
Pope St. Gregory the Great fixed the order of the Roman station
church pilgrimage in the sixth century, although further stations were added later as the Roman Church began to celebrate
Mass on every one of the Forty Days.
The classic station church pilgrimage died when the popes
moved to Avignon in the 14th century. But strong echoes of the
ancient pilgrimage remained in the liturgy, for the Mass texts
and prayers of Lent frequently reflected the Roman station
church of the day and the saint honored there. Those echoes
continue, if in more muted form, in the post-conciliar Lenten
liturgy. What has been revived, however, and in a very dramatic
way, is the station church pilgrimage itself. And the revival has
been largely an American affair.
In the mid-1980s, students from the Pontifical North
American College, the U.S. seminary on Rome’s Janiculum Hill,
began to follow the ancient custom of walking to the station
church traditionally appointed for that day, each day of Lent.
The practice caught on among other English-speakers in the
city, so that, in Lent 2011, as many as 500 Anglophones have
come to the traditional station church of the day at 7 a.m. for
Mass. Many walk. Others take buses, or the Metro, or drive. But
on any given day of Lent, Monday through Saturday, you’ll find
hundreds of English-speakers at the station church of the day,
keeping faith with the traditions of the first millennium.
I was introduced to this happy custom in the mid-1990s, while
working on the biography of Pope John Paul II, and over the past
17 years it has been a rare Lent when I have not been able to
make at least a part of the station church pilgrimage. This year,
I’m doing the entire pilgrimage while preparing a book on this remarkable tradition in cooperation with Elizabeth Lev, a brilliant
art historian, and my son, Stephen, a gifted photographer. We
hope to have “The Station Churches of Rome: A Pilgrimage of
Conversion” available by Lent 2013 in formats ranging from a traditional hardback to an iPhone app: as a means of discovering
many unknown riches of Roman church art and architecture; as
a companion with which to “make” the station church pilgrimage at home; as an invitation to try a part of the pilgrimage in
person; and, we hope, as a literary and visual deepening of the
Lenten experience, wherever one lives the Forty Days.
Along with some classic studies of the liturgy, one new book
has been an invaluable companion on this year’s station church
walk: Pope Benedict XVI’s recently published study, “Jesus of
Nazareth: Holy Week—From the Entrance into Jerusalem to the
Resurrection” (Ignatius Press). Father Raymond de Souza has
written that this second volume of the pope’s projected three-volume masterwork on Jesus firmly establishes Joseph Ratzinger as
the most learned man in the world. It’s a title the Holy Father
would doubtless dismiss with his usual shy smile. A close reading
of the book suggests that Father de Souza was not exaggerating.
There is an astonishing amount of learning, distilled over a
lifetime of reading and prayerful reflection, gathered here.
Benedict XVI is fully in command of contemporary biblical
scholarship. Rather than dissecting the biblical text, though, he
deploys that critical historical knowledge in a richly theological
and spiritual presentation of the Passion narratives that invites
the reader into the mystery of Jesus Christ, crucified and
risen—and does so in a way that is accessible to everyone.
For which he deserves the gratitude of the entire Christian
world.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper
of the Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

April 24: Easter Sunday
Scripture readings:
• Acts 10:34, 37-43
• Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23
• Colossians 3:1-4
• John 20:1-9
Synopsis: Each year during
the Easter season the first reading is always taken from the Acts
of the Apostles. Acts is a continuation of the narrative that began
with the Gospel of Luke. It tells
the story of the early Church
from the ascension of Jesus in
Jerusalem to Paul’s imprisonment in Rome about 30 years
later. The first half of Acts covers
the spread of the Gospel in
Jerusalem and the surrounding
region. The second half focuses
on Paul’s three missionary journeys to Cyprus, Asia Minor and
Greece. In this week’s first reading Peter preaches the basic
Gospel message, or kerygma to a
Roman centurion and his family
in Caesarea (about 40-50 miles
northwest of Jerusalem on the
coast). His speech follows a typical pattern: First, he describes
Jesus’ earthly ministry, culminating in his death “on a tree.”
Second, he proclaims Christ’s
resurrection, which confirms

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Thank you
Please accept my deepest appreciation for your diocese’s
contribution of $71,596.04
from your 2010 Catholic Home
Missions Appeal. The generosity of your parishioners is needed greatly by our U.S. mission
dioceses.
There are 87 home mission
dioceses in the United States.
These dioceses are unable to
fund basic and essential pastoral works such as catechesis,
seminary formation and lay
leadership training, or to pro-

everything he said and did.
Third, he explains how he and
other witnesses were chosen by
God and commissioned to
preach this message. Fourth,
Peter offers the promise of salvation for all who believe. The second reading explains, very simply, what follows from having
“been raised with Christ” in baptism: we are to “seek the things
that are above.” Although details
vary, each account of the resurrection in the Gospels begins by
describing how the disciples discovered that the tomb where
Jesus was buried was empty. The
empty tomb was a necessary
condition of the resurrection,
since the presence of a corpse
would have certainly invalidated
the kerygma. An important sign
of the resurrection, in addition to
the empty tomb, were the burial
cloths that were conspicuously
left behind. It turns out the tomb
wasn’t empty after all!
Key verse: “(Simon Peter)
went into the tomb and saw the
burial cloths there” (Jn 20:6).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “The mystery of Christ’s
resurrection is a real event, with
manifestations that were historically verified, as the New
Testament bears witness. The
disciple ‘whom Jesus loved’ affirmed that when he entered the

empty tomb and discovered ‘the
linen cloths lying there,’ ‘he saw
and believed’” (Nos. 639; 640).
Pope Benedict XVI: “The
empty tomb as such, while it
cannot prove the Resurrection,
is nevertheless a necessary
condition for Resurrection
faith, which was specifically
concerned with the body and,
consequently, with the whole
of the person. A Resurrection
proclamation would have been
impossible if Jesus’ body had
been lying in the grave” (“Jesus
of Nazareth,” Vol. 2).
Life application: Belief in the
bodily resurrection of Christ is
the cornerstone of our faith. It’s
not an “idle tale” (Lk 24:11) or a
myth made up by the followers
of Jesus. It was a real event that
happened at a particular time
and place. The burial cloths are
concrete evidence of the
Resurrection. Many people believe, as tradition has long held,
that the Shroud of Turin is precisely just those “burial cloths”
that Peter and John saw that first
Easter morning. One does not
have to believe that the Shroud
of Turin is in fact the burial cloths
of Jesus. But one does have to believe that he rose bodily from the
grave. This is our faith. This is the
faith of the Church. We are proud
to profess it.

vide aid to parishes struggling
to keep their doors open. With
your support, the Catholic
Home Missions Appeal works
to bridge the gap between need
and available resources.
The 2011 Catholic Home
Missions Appeal will be taken
up in many dioceses the weekend of April 30-May 1.
Hundreds of … small parishes
across the country benefit directly from the appeal.
I am grateful for all you do to
strengthen home mission dioceses.
Most Rev. Michael W. Warfel
Bishop of Great Falls-Billings,
Mont.

Chairman, USCCB
Subcommittee on Catholic
Home Missions

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250 words
and should include the writer’s name, address and telephone number. We rely on our
readers to recognize that the opinions expressed in letters to the editor are those of
the author and are not necessarily those of
the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation
or libelous statements will not be printed.
Unsigned letters will not be printed. Letters
may be edited. Send letters to: Editor,
Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-715-2045.
E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
April 21: Mass of the Lord’s Supper, Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (5:30 p.m.)

April 23: Easter Vigil, Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception (8:30 p.m.)

April 22: Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion, Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (5:30 p.m.)

April 24: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (6:30 p.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
April 20: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
April 21: Mass of the Lord’s Supper, Mother of God
Parish (5:30 p.m.)
April 22: Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion, Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (5:30 p.m.)

April 23: Easter Vigil, Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception (8:30 p.m.)
April 24: Mass, Mother of God Parish (7 a.m. and
8:30 a.m.)
April 25: Presenter, The Sacred Language of Liturgy
workshop, Midwest Theological Forum, Valparaiso, Ind.

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Deacon Juan Manuel Bonilla, granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately, and assigned transitional deacon, St. Theresa
Parish, Frederick, and St. Scholastica Parish, Erie,
Colo., effective May 21, 2011, until May 2012.

Deacon Ryan O’Neill, granted diaconal faculties of
the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately,
and assigned transitional deacon, St. Augustine
Parish, Brighton, Colo., effective May 21, 2011, until
May 2012.

Deacon Wojciech Gierasimczyk, granted diaconal
faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately, and assigned transitional deacon, Sacred
Heart of Jesus Parish, Boulder, Colo., effective May
21, 2011, until May 2012.

Deacon Samuel Morehead, granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately, and assigned transitional deacon, St. Mary
Parish, Littleton, Colo., effective May 21, 2011, until
May 2012.
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Holy confusion? Beatification, canonization are different
BY CINDY WOODEN

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—The
slight differences between a beatification and a canonization
are easy to miss, especially when
one pope beatifies another
pope.
Just three weeks before Pope
Benedict XVI was to beatify
Pope John Paul II, the
Congregation
for
Divine
Worship and the Sacraments issued a decree designed, in part,
to maintain the distinction.
The decree dealt with one of
the three main differences: the
number and location of dioceses that can hold annual public
liturgical celebrations in the
holy person’s honor.
The other two differences are
less noticeable and they deal
with who ceremonially requests
the pope to act and the level of
papal authority involved in the
proclamation.

CNS PHOTO/CATHOLIC PRESS PHOTO

CARDINAL Joseph Ratzinger, who later became Pope Benedict XVI, greets Pope John Paul II
during a 2004 ceremony at the Vatican. Pope Benedict approved a miracle attributed to Pope
John Paul's intercession, clearing the way for the late pope's beatification on May 1, Divine Mercy
Sunday. The late pope has also been named patron of World Youth Day in Madrid.
During a beatification ceremony, the bishop of the diocese
where the person dies asks that
the candidate be declared
blessed; at a canonization, the
prefect of the Congregation for
Saints’ Causes speaks in the
name of the whole Church and
asks that the candidate be declared a saint.
Even less visible, but more important, is the fact that “papal
infallibility is involved” when a
person is declared a saint, said
Cardinal Agostino Vallini, the
papal vicar of Rome.
Beatification is an “administrative act” by which the pope
allows a candidate for sainthood
to be venerated publicly in
places closely associated with
his or her life and ministry; the
place may be as small as one
city, although usually it is the
diocese where the person lived
or died. In the case of Pope John
Paul, his Oct. 22 feast day is entered automatically into the calendars of the Diocese of Rome

and all the dioceses of his native
Poland.
A canonization, on the other
hand, is a formal papal decree
that the candidate was holy and
is now in heaven with God; the
decree allows public remembrance of the saint at liturgies
throughout the Church. It also
means that churches can be
dedicated to the person without
special Vatican permission.
Beatifications only became
common in the early 1600s after
the Vatican centralized the
sainthood process. The centralized process meant dioceses
could wait many years or
decades to celebrate one of their
own as a saint, so to acknowledge the local devotion to the
candidate, the popes would give
the candidate the title blessed
and allow limited devotion.
For hundreds of years, the
most obvious difference between a canonization and beatification was the fact that the
pope personally presided only

at a canonization Mass.
Those lines began to blur during the pontificate of Pope Paul
VI, who decided to celebrate the
beatification in 1971 of Polish
Franciscan Father Maximilian
Kolbe, who was martyred in a
Nazi concentration camp.
Pope John Paul II kept up the
practice of personally presiding
over both beatifications and
canonizations—and he did so
hundreds of times all over the
world.
Pope Benedict XVI, responding to pleas from some Vatican
officials, bishops and theologians, tried to help people actually see the difference between a
beatification and a canonization
by presiding personally only
when a new saint was being proclaimed.
For more than five years, he
maintained that practice. But in
September, he led the beatification Mass in England for John
Henry Newman. The second beatification of his pontificate will
be the proclamation of Blessed
John Paul.
Procedurally, a miracle—literally—is needed for a blessed to
be declared a saint.
For beatification, the Vatican
requires proof of a miracle attributed to the candidate’s intercession, unless the candidate
was martyred for his or her faith.
The second miracle—the one
needed for canonization—must
take place after the beatification
ceremony and is seen as God’s
final seal of approval on the
Church’s proclamation.
“In addition to reassuring us
that the servant of God lives in
heaven in communion with
God, miracles are the divine
confirmation of the judgment
expressed by Church authorities
about the virtuous life” lived by
the candidate, Pope Benedict
said in a speech to members of
the Congregation for Saints’
Causes in 2006.

YouCat
From Page 3

methods?” The answer reads:
“Yes, a Christian couple can
and must be responsible about
their capacity of being able to
give life.”
The answer in Italian goes
on to explain—in line with
Church teaching—that the
Church does not accept artificial means of contraception,
but does allow regulation of
fertility through natural methods.
The corrected question now
reads in Italian “Can a
Christian couple turn to methods that regulate fertility?”
The error was not found in
the original German text of
“YouCat,” nor in the U.S.
English edition, which was
published by Ignatius Press.
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Community leaders to be honored
BY JULIE FILBY

The seventh annual Las Madrinas
Tribute is set for 11 a.m. May 15 at
Centro San Juan Diego in Denver. The
tribute will honor leaders in the
Hispanic community that personify
the spirit of “La Madrina” (godmother)
through their dedicated service to the
community.
The event is a fundraiser for
Bienestar Family Services, the branch
of the Denver Archdiocese’s Hispanic
ministry that serves low-income individuals and families through support
services; leadership programs; and
adult education such as citizenship
preparation, GED classes, computer
training, English classes, small business and finance courses.
Six individuals will be honored this
year.

Madrina Awards

Female role models who demonstrate
untiring dedication
Christine Benero is president and
chief executive officer of Mile High
United Way. She was
instrumental
in
connecting Centro
San Juan Diego with
Mile High United
Way. Benero previously served as chief executive officer
of the American Red Cross Mile High
Chapter, director of the Office of
Public Liaison for the Corporation for
National Service, vice president of the
National
Civic
League
and
Community
Affairs
Corporate
Program Officer for the Target
Foundation. In her volunteer work,
she has served the Women’s
Foundation of Colorado, Governor’s
Commission on National and
Community Service, Denver Metro
Chamber of Commerce Leadership
Foundation, National Civic League,
Community Wealth Ventures, Denver
Department of Human Services, and
Denver Homeless Commission. She
was named the 9News Leader of the
Year for 2007, and a 2010 Woman of
Distinction by Girl Scouts of Colorado.

Olga Garcia was formerly manager
of diversity for
Molson
Coors
Brewing Company,
where she developed programs to
attract, retain and
develop women and
multi-ethnic employees for the company. Garcia has
volunteered with Bienestar Family
Services since 1998 as an advising advocate for potential donors, including
support from Coors Brewing Company
when establishing Centro San Juan
Diego. She has received honors from
the Colorado Women’s Chamber of
Commerce,
National
Hispana
Leadership
Institute,
National
Hispanic Corporate Council; and
holds several positions on national
and local community boards of directors. She is a trustee of the Museo de
las Americas museum of Latino arts
and of Colorado Academy.

LAS MADRINAS
TRIBUTE
What: Brunch, awards ceremony, silent
and live auctions
When: 11 a.m. May 15
Where: Centro San Juan Diego, 2830
Lawrence St., Denver
Deadline: May 6
Cost: $50
Register: www.centrosanjuandiego.org

Marisol Villagomez was born in
Guanajuato,
Mexico. She and her
family moved to
Denver when she
was 5. Currently, she
is an assistant in advertising, marketing
and publications for
the Colorado Rockies. She has volunteered at Centro San Juan Diego for
various projects and as a planning
committee member with the Las
Madrinas Tribute. She has also volunteered with the Boys & Girls Club,
MANA’s Hermanitas mentor program
and various local organizations serving
the
Hispanic
community.
Villagomez is pursing a master’s degree in organization leadership from
Regis University. Organizers said she
exemplifies leadership skills as an upcoming Latina that is needed in continuing the legacy of the first Madrina
recipients.

Rebozo (shawl) Award
One who offers personal and financial resources to embrace Bienestar program
Fernando Sergio is a radio host for
KBNO-AM 1280 and
one of the most accomplished Spanish
broadcasters
in
Colorado media. His
talk show “La Voz
Del Pueblo” serves
Hispanic consumers
by helping them make educated decisions on issues such as immigration,
insurance and health. He is also the
Spanish voice of the Denver Broncos.
Since the inception of Bienestar
Family Services, representatives from
KBNO have donated air time each
week to announce upcoming events
and classes at Bienestar to the
Spanish-speaking community. This
promotion has been instrumental in
the number of people served, particularly for Legal Night clinics. Sergio also
spends time reaching out to disadvantaged youth, pediatric cancer patients
and various non-profit organizations
that aid at-risk youth.

Corazón (heart) Award
One who volunteers with love and
dedication
Sandra Muñoz is an instructor with
Plaza Comunitaria, a program of
Bienestar Family Services, where she

See Madrinas, Page 12
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Boldness of faith the real winner
in Jews vs. Catholics hoops
Catholics beat Jews
63-55; both sides
deem interfaith
event a success
BY CONOR GILLILAND

BOULDER—In a close and
competitive basketball game,
University
of
Colorado
Catholics edge out Jews with a
63-55 victory.
What began as a facetious
conversation between Father
Dave Nix and Rabbi Yisroel
Wilhelm
about
drawing
Catholic and Jewish students
back to their respective faiths
with a friendly game of hoops,
culminated in an exciting and
fruitful sporting event in the
Boulder High School gym the
afternoon of Sunday, April 17.
Father Dave is parochial
vicar at St. Thomas Aquinas
Spiritual Center in Boulder
and Rabbi Wilhelm is director
of the Chabad at the
University of Colorado
The Catholics scored first
but the Jews held an early lead
and the momentum for most
of the first half until the
Catholics made a key 3-point
shot early in the second quarter. The Catholics recaptured
the lead mid-way through the
second quarter and the Jews
were never able to recover.
Though the lead changed
only a few times, the quality of
the competition was impressive—and surprising to some.
“I’m glad it’s this close. I
was a little worried we would
get beaten badly,” said CU
student and Jewish team supporter Uri Bulow, 20. “We’re
not exactly an athletic people.”
Rooting for the Catholic
team, Keenan Fitzpatrick, 20,
disagreed.
“I think their team looks
much more athletic,” he asserted.
Indeed, in terms of ballhandling, precision passing,
and finesse in the lane, the
Jewish team clearly had more
talent. But as one fan, Marque
Schulte, 21, noted, “The
Catholic team has more intensity and energy.”
Comments from the crowd
ranged from, “This is a scrappy game!” to “Both these
teams really want to win!” The
lead for both teams never exceeded 10 points.
While intensity may have
been a key factor in the
Catholic team’s win, their
depth off the bench did not
hurt. They had nearly twice
the number of players as the
Jewish bench, which meant

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

SURROUNDED by opponents, a Catholic player takes a shot
during the April 17 Jews vs. Catholics basketball game at
Boulder High School.
they had many more fresh legs
in the late minutes of the
game.
Noticeably absent from the
game was any religious tension.
Both teams had similar
goals for the event and both
considered it a success. Rabbi
Wilhelm said he hoped the
game would inspire Jewish
confidence.
“It’s
the
day
before
Passover,” he said. “And what I
hope people see as we enter in
to this sacred time is that we
can live our lives, including
playing sports, as proud Jews.
“We do not have to hide,” he
declared.
Similarly, Father Dave said,
“This game is a chance for
even fringe folks to be bold
about being ... Catholic.
“Yes, it’s competitive and
(interfaith),” he added, “but it
also sends a message: God is
not going away from Boulder
anytime soon.”
Other important goals for
the game were enjoyment and
community.
“I see most of these guys
around the Chabad and on
the court and the more we
talked about it, the more it

just sounded like fun,” said
Jewish team leader Jordan
Malka. “Our team knows each
other really well and this was
an opportunity for us, as a
group, to get tighter.”
Catholic team starter Sean
Buckley, 21, shared the same
enthusiasm.
“This was a lot of fun,” he
said. “It’s really exciting to be
able to reach out to people
through sport.”
The leading scorer for the
Catholic team added, “I’m
glad for the opportunity to get
out here and show what our
community at St. Tom’s is
about.”
Buckley was referring to the
boisterous chants his peers
from St. Thomas Aquinas
Catholic Center offered in
support of their team.
Will there be a rematch?
Both sides expect this to become an annual event, though
some
students
thought
Catholics should play Jews in
basketball more than once a
year. Still others hoped to
compete in sports other than
basketball.
“Next year we should have a
chess tournament,” said
Bulow.
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Youths to perform ‘Everyman’ to earn their way to WYD
BY DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER

Close to 50 youths will perform a 15th-century morality
play on April 29 and May 1 as
a fundraiser to help earn their
way to this year’s World Youth
Day in Madrid, Spain.
The youths belong to parishbased Neocatechumenal Way
communities from across the
Denver Archdiocese. The
Neocatechumenal Way is a
Vatican-approved catechumenate that aims to bring
Catholics to mature Christian
faith. World Youth Day takes
place Aug. 16-21.
“Perhaps the most notable
aspect of the whole production is that the play is dedicated to Pope John Paul II, who
was not only the initiator of
the World Youth Days, but
also a playwright and actor
himself,” said Elizabeth
DeLine, one of the play’s directors.
Pope John Paul II will be beatified in Rome on May 1,
which this year is Divine
Mercy Sunday.
“What better way to honor
the beloved pontiff, than staging a play in his memory, in
which the underlying message is the ineffable mercy of
God?” DeLine said.
By an unknown author, the
allegorical play “Everyman” is
about salvation. It recounts
the story of God who looking
down from heaven, sees
Everyman, the protagonist,
who is searching for wealth
and pleasure. Angry that
Everyman takes no notice of
his commandments or his
ways, God calls his servant,
Death, telling him to summon
Everyman to account for his
life. When Everyman’s Friend,
Cousins, Girlfriend and personified Wealth abandon him,
Everyman begins to despair.
Only his few Good Deeds and
Faith will go with him to the
final judgment. However, before they go to meet God, they
must outwit the Devil and his
tricks. When all hope seems
lost, and the Devil has the
upper hand, the only thing
that can outweigh the justice
of the consequences of sin is
God’s mercy and faithful love.
“The play will be set in
modern times,” DeLine said.
“Although it is a low-budget
performance the message is
impressive and timeless, giving the youths involved, as
well as the audience, a clear
perspective on what really
matters in life.”
Oscar Solis, a 20-year-old
from a Neocatechumenal Way
community at St. Thomas
More Parish in Centennial,
will play Everyman.
“I’ve never acted in a play
before, so I’m a little nervous,”

the youths pray, “John Paul II:
pray for us!”
“He will probably pull some
heavenly strings to get them
all over to World Youth Day in
August,” DeLine said.
YOUNG people perform in
“Everyman” during a dress rehearsal. The play will be presented 7:30 p.m. April 29 and
4:30 p.m. May 1 at St. Louis
Parish in Englewood. Cost is a
suggested donation of $10 for
adults; children 12 and under
are free. Proceeds will help
youths attend World Youth
Day in Madrid this August.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Solis admitted. “But when I
think of the play and how in
the end Everyman dies, I think
of my own death. This helps
me put memorizing lines and
standing up in front of people
into perspective. All things
eventually pass away. ”
Instead of performing the
play on a traditional stage behind curtains, the youths have
built a theater in the round
using square platforms, enhancing the dramatic effects
of Everyman being freed from
“the box” that imprisons his
life.
The play will be held in the
gym at St. Louis Parish, 3310 S.
Sherman St. in Englewood.
Performances are set for 7:30
p.m. April 29 and 4:30 p.m.
May 1. Cost is a suggested donation of $10 for adults; children 12 and under are free.
“The youths are hopeful to
get as many donations as possible to help aid their trip
overseas,”
DeLine
said.
“Depending on the turnout of
people during the two performances, they are willing to
put on more plays, even in different parishes upon request.”
At the end of each rehearsal,
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14 couples marry in historic ceremony
BY ANNA MARIA BASQUEZ

Fourteen Hispanic couples
from St. Catherine of Siena
Parish in northwest Denver
made diocesan, if not national,
history April 16 as they married
in what is believed to be the
largest community wedding
ever to take place at a Denver
Catholic church.
The mass wedding for the
couples, most of whom have
children, officials said, is one of
the fruits of a new evangelization
program a priest at St.
Catherine’s started more than a
year ago titled SINE (an acronym
that in Spanish means Integral
System
of
the
New
Evangelization). The couples all
were either common-law married or previously had a wedding
via courthouse. While they had
the desire to tie the knot in the
eyes of the Church, most of them
didn’t have the money to put toward an official church wedding.
“The main goal of this program, which is why we had so
many couples who decided to
(go) through the sacrament of
marriage, is that they made a
personal
encounter
with
Christ,” said Father John
Gregory Cieutat, known to most
parishioners as “Padre Juan.”
“They knew it was what they
had to do,” the priest said. “They
had to take classes and go
through some rules. But when
you have Christ in your heart
you know it’s what you have to
do—it’s the best thing for your
life; it’s the best thing for your
family. It’s that simple. No matter which background you are
from, this is the same experience for every Christian.”
A week before the wedding,
Jessica Dela Torre, 27, dished
about her dress. While she said
she didn’t have the average
$20,000 or more it takes for a
blow-out wedding of her own,
she could spot $650 for a gown
that’s been 11 years coming
since meeting her fiancé Fidel
Gonzalez, 31, father of her two
children and another she’s expecting come July.
“It’s not white,” Dela Torre
said. “It’s ivory. I got it at David’s
Bridal. I wanted to do (this wedding) a nice way. They gave me a
good deal. … I got the (credit)
card from there and will pay it,

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

COMMUNITY of the Beatitudes Father John Gregory Cieutat
blesses couples during a community wedding Mass April 16 at
St. Catherine of Siena Church, 4200 Federal Blvd. in Denver.
little by little.”
The marriage classes the couple took four times per week for
a month made a difference both
in their spirituality as well as
their relationship, Dela Torre
said. The two had married in a
civil ceremony years ago, but
she said they wanted to bring
their faith into the equation this
time around. The marriage-prep
classes were pivotal to their relationship.
“It got us closer,” said the fulltime mother and homemaker.
“Before, we were just always
fighting. It got us back together a
lot and it showed us how to say
sorry. That’s one of the things we
weren’t doing—saying sorry to
each other—even though you
didn’t do anything wrong. To say
sorry and it will pass us by.
“After 10 years of being together, you’re just together because you’re together,” she said.
“But with this, you start appreciating the other person after you
hear everything they tell you.
They show you how to look at
the person not for just how they
are, but to look at their personality and look at other things we
weren’t paying attention to, and
the importance of spending
time together. Before it was just
thinking about the kids. Now we
think about both—the kids and
each other.”
Phil A. Webb Jr., director of the
Marriage and Family Life Office
at the Archdiocese of Denver,
said the community wedding
concept was new to him.
“I had never heard of this happening before, so I was sur-

prised and delighted,” Webb
said. “Christ our Lord loves all
these people and wishes their
very best not by ignoring their
sin but by repentance and helping them to change their lives in
accordance with his teaching.”
Dela Torre, whose husband is
originally from Mexico, said a
community wedding wasn’t
something he was familiar with
happening in Mexico.
Father John Gregory said he
once witnessed a community
wedding of three couples in
Peru. However, he had never
heard of one the size of the ceremony he celebrated.
“I (was) on my own in this,” he
said.
Multi-couple weddings take
place sporadically at Our Lady of
Peace in Greeley, which last celebrated a community wedding
in 2009 when eight couples living together or married in civil
unions made their wedding
vows in the church during the
feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
At St. Augustine in Brighton,
three couples were married during one ceremony in 2010.
Community weddings there
have topped at four to six couples,
parishioners
said.
However, St. Augustine has
stopped doing community weddings, officials there said. The
one at St. Catherine’s could be
the largest one ever in a parish of
the Denver Archdiocese.
Richard McCord, executive
director of Laity, Marriage and
Family Life at the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops,
said the size of St. Catherine’s

community wedding was
unique in his experience.
“A 14-couple wedding is
something new to me and I have
not heard of it happening in
other dioceses—which is not to
say that it has not occurred,”
McCord said. “The closest I have
heard to this sort of thing is the
proposal has come a few times
from those who work in
Hispanic ministry. They have
suggested that it could be a good
practice to invite all the couples
in a given parish who have been
through a convalidation of their
marriages, those first performed
as civil ceremonies, to come to a
group ceremony in the parish
church followed by a group reception.
“The rationale for this,” he
added, “besides a certain
amount of convenience, is to
offer a ‘church’ wedding and a
suitable party celebration to
couples who might be delaying
getting married in the Church
for reasons of finances.”
Several St. Catherine’s parishioners mentioned their sadness
at hearing Father John Gregory
will soon be returning to France.
He is among the visiting priests
of the Community of the
Beatitudes, a French religious
order which runs St. Catherine’s.
Father John Gregory said his intention was for community
weddings to continue at the
parish and that there will likely
be future dates of such nuptials.
His vision of the evangelization program was something
Dela Torre said helped integrate
her whole family more in the
Church.
“He did a lot for this (parish),”
she said. “That’s what brought
us more into the Church. He did
a program where you bring your
kids to first Communion, and
we, the parents, have to stay.
Parents have to take a class. It’s a
nice thing to show your kids and
learn about God so you can
teach them more.”
She said she has noticed in the
more than one year the parish
has hosted SINE, a growing
number of participants. It’s a
program that now has 14 small
communities of 10 to 12 people
each, totaling a participation of
at least 140. There are also retreat opportunities. Father John
Gregory said he has heard of

St. Joseph Hospital Foundation benefit to feature Mary Jo Catlett

St.
Joseph
Hospital
Foundation is saying, thank
you to the community with an
appreciation celebration at
The Brown Palace Hotel and
Spa in Denver. The May 4
event will benefit the hospital
and will recognize the generosity of the individuals,
businesses and foundations
that contribute to the foundation.

Terry Biddinger, chairman Leavenworth, Kan., who own
and operate the hosof the foundation’s
pital.
development com“We are making
mittee, said the event
this a fun and exciting
is a perfect opportuevening while supnity to acquaint the
porting a very serious
community with the
mission,” Biddinger
mission and good
said. “We encourage
works of the hospital
MARY JO
everyone to come
and highlight the 138
CATLETT
years of service of the
and learn about the
Sisters
of
Charity
of work that goes on at the hos-

pital and how committed we
are to carrying on the work
and mission that the Sisters of
Charity of Leavenworth have
entrusted to us.”
The evening’s entertainment will feature Broadway
and film actress Mary Jo
Catlett, best known for her
role of Pearl Gallagher on television’s “Diff’rent Strokes.”
St. Joseph Hospital is one of

other similar overall evangelization programs that have taken
place at parishes including Our
Lady of Guadalupe in Denver
and St. Augustine.
While Father John Gregory
doubled as chief wedding planner, he said didn’t notice any
bridezilla tendencies among the
group.
“I think in the Latino culture,
they are maybe more simple in
these questions,” he said. “In
France, in Europe, in North
America, we have such a big
idea of marriage—that every
bride wants things to be done
maybe this way or that because
this is their marriage. I would
say the couples who signed up
for this community marriage are
also poor. I’ve been working in a
lot of different places. When you
work for the poor, they make
things easier. It’s a good virtue.”
Webb referred to the late Pope
John Paul II in talking about
couples of all cultures who
might be cohabitating yet might
hunger for more Church involvement.
“Pope John Paul II recognized
that couples can enter into cohabitation (‘free unions’) for various reasons,” Webb said. “He
urged pastors and the Church
community to become familiar
with these situations on a caseby-case basis.”
Quoting from the late pontiff’s
apostolic exhortation “Familiaris
Consortio,” Webb said, “They
should make tactful and respectful contact with the couples concerned and enlighten them patiently, correct them charitably
and show them the witness of
Christian family life in such a way
as to smooth the path for them to
regularize their situation (No.
81).”
Father John Gregory emphasized that the sacramental wedding was a sign of conversion.
“It’s about the new evangelization,” he said. “It’s about, first
of all, making a personal encounter with Christ. When this is
done, everything else becomes
easier.”
Dela Torre expressed experiencing a sense of peace.
“It’s a blessing to get married
and do the sacrament,” said
Dela Torre. “You feel more comfortable, and you just feel right
with God and with your family.
You know you’re showing your
kids, especially if you have girls,
you have to get married and do
it the right way.”

the largest nonprofit hospitals
in the region, having provided
health care services to
Denver’s neediest populations
including the poor, the homeless and the underserved
since 1873.
The event is set for 6 p.m.
May 4 in the Grand Ballroom
at the Brown Palace Hotel and
Spa, 321 17th St., Denver.
Tickets are $150 per person.
Sponsorships are available.
More information is available
online at www.sjhfdenver.org.
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Holocaust survivor Gerda Weissman Klein to keynote 2011 ENDOW gala

most, Gerda understands the
true meaning of ‘love begets
love.’”
At the gala, the annual Julia
Greeley Award will be presented to Jennifer Ricard, an
ENDOW
facilitator
from
Hudson, Ohio, a suburb of
BY JULIE FILBY
Cleveland. Ricard, a parishioner of St. Mary in Hudson,
The annual Evening of was responsible for bringing
Enchantment gala, which cele- ENDOW to the Diocese of
brates and supports
Cleveland in the fall of
the Catholic women’s
2009. Since that time
group
ENDOW
nearly 150 women,
(Educating on the
ranging from middleNature and Dignity of
school age to their 70s,
Women), is set for the
have participated in
evening of May 7.
the program’s educaThe keynote speaker
tional study groups.
for this year’s gala will
“I
hope
more
GERDA
be author, humanitariwomen
in
Cleveland
WEISSMAN
an and Holocaust surwill find out about
KLEIN
vivor, Gerda Weissman
ENDOW and get inKlein, speaking on
volved,” Ricard said.
“The Goodness of
“It’s been life-changWomen.”
ing for me, especially
“On the eve of her
being able to watch
85th birthday, ENDOW
Christ change the
is blessed to have
hearts and minds of
Gerda Weissman Klein
ladies in my groups—
as the keynote speaker
their stories inspire
JENNIFER
for our gala,” said exme to do more in the
RICARD
ecutive director Terry
Church.”
Polakovic. “Gerda is unique in
In addition to facilitating
that she is a Holocaust survivor ENDOW, this wife and mother
who has spent her entire life
reaching out, helping others
and proclaiming the universality of human dignity.”
At the end of World War II,
Klein was liberated by
American Army Lt. Kurt Klein.
At 20 years old, she weighed
only 68 pounds and she hadn’t
showered in three years.
Nonetheless he fell in love with
her immediately and the two
married.
In referring to the day of her
liberation—after surviving six
years of imprisonment, slave
labor, concentration camps and
a 350-mile death march—Klein
fondly remembers, “Kurt held
the door open for me and let me
precede him, and in that gesture
restored me to humanity.”
“Since that time Gerda’s entire life has embodied the mission of ENDOW, which is to
promote what Pope John Paul
II called the ‘true genius of
women,’” Polakovic said. “In
living a life of true service to
others she has demonstrated
this feminine genius in countless ways.”
One such way included leading a series of healing assemblies with students at Littleton’s
Columbine High School following the tragic shootings in
1999. Klein is involved in numerous charitable organizations and last February was
recognized
with
the
Presidential Medal of Freedom,
the nation’s highest award for a
civilian.
“She does what she can to
make the world a more humane place for the rest of us,”
Polakovic said. “More than

Julia Greeley
Award to go to Ohio
mother of six
Jennifer Ricard

ENDOW 2011
EVENING OF
ENCHANTMENT
What: Mass, dinner, keynote
talk, award ceremony, silent
and live auctions
When: May 7, Mass 5:15 p.m.,
dinner 7 p.m.
Where: Grand Hyatt Denver
Hotel, 1750 Welton St., Denver
Tickets: $200 for individuals,
table sponsorships start at
$2,000
Deadline: April 29
Register:
www.EndowOnline.org/events/
gala
Information: Call 303-715-3224
or e-mail
Margaret.McCann@archden.org

of six, ranging from age 5 to 15,
is active as a theology of the
body teacher, natural family
planning instructor, eucharistic minister and helps with the
parish youth program.
The Julia Greeley Award is
named after a former slave and
Catholic convert who became
renowned in Denver for her
piety and care for the poor.

The
Evening
of
Enchantment, themed “At the
service of life and love,” will be
held at the Grand Hyatt Hotel
at 1750 Welton St. in downtown
Denver. The evening begins
with 5:15 p.m. Mass at Holy
Ghost Church celebrated by
founding ENDOW board
member and spiritual advisor,
Los Angeles Archbishop Jose H.
Gomez; followed by cocktails,

silent and live auctions, dinner,
keynote talk and the award
presentation.
Tickets are $200 each and
table sponsorships are available. For more information or
to register, visit www.Endow
Online.org/events/gala, call
303-715-3224,
or
e-mail
Margaret.McCann@archden.or
g. The registration deadline is
April 29.
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Students get appointments to military academies
BY JOHN GLEASON

For high school seniors, being
appointed to a military academy is a rigorous and lengthy
process. Each year thousands of
students apply for admission
but only a few are accepted.
So far this spring, seven
Catholic high school students
of the Denver Archdiocese
have won the honor.
Drew Dyerat, from Regis
Jesuit
High
School-Boys
Division was accepted at the
U.S. Air Force Academy. J.K.
Mullen High School has three
students who received appointments: Keil Silva got an
appointment to the U.S.
Merchant Marine Academy
and Corrina Williamson and
Kyle O’Brien were accepted to
the Air Force Academy.
Holy Family High School in
Broomfield can boast two students who got appointments:
Rachel Anderson, who was accepted at the U.S. West Point
Academy, the Air Force
Academy and the U.S. Coast
Guard Academy, will attend
West Point. Anderson’s classmate Dana Sanelli will attend

DREW
DYERAT

KEIL
SILVA

the Air Force Academy.
Sanelli said that frequent trips
to the academy were part of the
reason for her choice.
“My family used to go down
for the football games and being
on the campus was a big part of
my decision,” she said. “I just
had a desire to go there and be
one of the cadets.”
Sanelli described the application process.
“You give information—grade
point average and other
scholastic test scores to start—
which they examine to see if you
are competitive to be considered for an appointment,” she
said. “You also have essays to
write dealing on why you want
to attend and then there’s the
oral interview. That can be nerve
wracking because you never

CORRINA
WILLIAMSON

KYLE
O’BRIEN

know how to prepare for that.”
In order to receive an appointment, students must be nominated. Sanelli was appointed by
Congressman Ed Perlmutter.
“You can apply to your representative and to both senators,”
Sanelli said. “Most students will
apply to all—it betters their
chances.”
Sanelli, who wants to study
chemical engineering, credits
her Catholic education with her
successful appointment.
“The disciplined environment of a Catholic education
made me want to desire the discipline and structure of the service academy and the desire to
succeed,” she said.
One academy that doesn’t receive as much attention as the
others is the Merchant Marine

RACHEL
ANDERSON

Academy at Kings Point, N.Y.,
one of the world’s foremost institutions in the field of maritime education. Alex Miller,
from Bishop Machebeuf High
School in Denver, received his
appointment last month and
will be shipping out for school in
July. He said he is looking forward to school, even though his
first glimpse of the ocean was
just a month ago.
“After talking with the people
from the Merchant Marine
Academy, I knew that’s where I
wanted to go,” he said.
The Merchant Marines refers
to the fleet of American civilian-owned merchant ships
that engage in commerce or
transportation of goods and
services in and out of U.S. waters. Miller, who received his

DANA
SANELLI

ALEX
MILLER

appointment from Colorado
Rep. Diana DeGette, said attending this academy will present him with a variety of opportunities.
“At graduation, I’ll be licensed to park and pilot giant
tankers or container ships,” he
said. “I’ll also be commissioned
an ensign in the Naval Reserve
in which I’ll be committed to
serve for six years.”
Miller admitted a career at
sea may seem odd for someone
who’s been land-locked all his
life.
“This is a very hands-on approach,” he said, “perhaps
more than any other academy.
For anyone who wants to see
the world, this is the way to go.
But you have to be willing to
work for it.”

Religious sisters luncheon a winning event
Among all the gifts that were
drawn at the Serra Club of
Denver’s long-running annual
Religious Sisters Appreciation
Day held Saturday, April 9, at
Church of the Risen Christ in
Denver, the most applause was
for a hand-made quilt sewn by
the wife of a Serra member.
Seminary professor-author Sister
Prudence Allen, a Religious Sister
of Mercy of Alma, Mich., surrounded by admirers of the quilt,
had chosen the gift-wrapped
package from the many door
prizes offered. At the end of the

day, every religious sister walked
away with a gift bag, a door prize
and a cash award. Other prizes
consisted of food baskets,
Central City Opera tickets,
Gerken’s Church Goods and St.
Thomas More Gift Shop items.
The day began with a midmorning Mass for the 90 sisters,
celebrated by Jesuit Father Leo
Weber, followed by a luncheon
and social hour. Chairman Jim
Hilger expressed his thanks to
the many outside donors and
Denver Serra members who
made the day a success. He said

that in recent years , the largest
gifts have been received from a
generous Protestant donor.
“The day offers our religious
sisters a pleasant half day to
catch up with each other, as
many sisters now are encouraged to live away from their orders and interface with the public, near their mission,” Hilger
said. “We Serrans are always
overwhelmed by the joy expressed by the sisters renewing
their friendships. It is an honor
for us to host this happy occasion.”

RELIGIOUS Sisters of Mercy of Alma, Mich., from left, Karol
Haney, Mary Sean Crimmins, Prudence Allen, Mary Lisa Renfer,
and Maria Pacis Polakovic.

Easter

that was worth the challenge,
Perez said.
“It’s situated on the back
wall and when you look at it
there is a good balance with
the rest of the interior,” he
said. “It’s a great addition to
the interior.”
Father Cioch agreed that

getting the artwork on the
wall took some doing, calling
the effort a labor of love. He
said that with the placement
of the mural, the whole story
of Easter is present in a visual
sense.
“In the past year, our parish
has been blessed with gifts of

religious art,” Father Cioch
said. “A year ago the parish was
given a beautiful collection of
Stations of the Cross from the
same source. So because of
this (latest) generosity, the
church now has a complete visual story of the death and resurrection of Christ.”

“The Resurrection” mural
will be blessed at the 8 a.m.
Mass April 24 at the church,
5450 S. Lemay Ave. in Fort
Collins. Detailed information
about the artist and the mural,
including how to purchase a
copy, is available online at
www.resurrectionmural.com.

motional and fundraising support to Centro for the annual
Las Madrinas Tribute, toy
drives, and Archbishop Gomez
Gala. She also volunteers with
the archdiocese’s Spanish
newspaper El Pueblo Catolico
and Office of Hispanic
Ministry. Originally born in
Tamaulipas, Mexico, she has
been married 22 years to Jose
de Jesus Robles. The couple has
two daughters. Munoz and her
family have always shown a
love and dedication to the
Church through their volunteer work with Church and

community activities.

served as co-chair for the annual Archbishop Gomez Gala.
Prior to serving at the Daniels
Fund, he was executive director of the Solidarity Institute
that provides educational opportunities for at-risk students;
and was editor of the Denver
Catholic Register. He also oversaw the launch of the archdiocese’s Spanish newspaper El
Pueblo Católico.
Droege
demonstrates a genuine interest and care for the community
and has specifically given of his
time and talent to Centro San
Juan Diego, which has served

nearly 30,000 Spanish-speaking immigrants.
The Las Madrinas Tribute
will be held at Centro San Juan
Diego, 2830 Lawrence St., the
historic former Sacred Heart
School. Cost is $50 per person.
Donations such as art, jewelry and gift certificates are welcomed for the auction.
For more information, visit
www.centrosanjuandiego.org
or contact Jennie Marquez at
303-295-9470 or centro@arch
den.org. Seating is limited so
purchase your tickets in advance.

From Page 1

considerably larger than the
copy at St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton.
Getting the mural on the
church wall was a group effort

Madrinas
From Page 7

teaches students
to
read
and
w r i t e
Spanish.
She has volunteered
with Centro
San Juan Diego since its inception; and prior to that at Centro
Bienestar at St. Joseph’s Parish.
In addition to teaching, she
provides administrative, pro-

Estrella (star) Award
A volunteer who shines
brightly for his or her community efforts
Peter Droege is vice president
for
communications for
the Daniels
Fund, whose
grants and
scholarship
programs
have awarded more than $377
million since 2000. Droege
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Catholic schools art show highlights talent of budding artists
BY JULIE FILBY

More than 500 Catholic
school students, from age 5 to
18, displayed their works of skill
and imagination at the
Archdiocese of Denver Catholic
Schools annual art fair April 1517 at Bishop Machebeuf High
School.
“Art is such an important
part of educating the whole
student,” said Machabeuf art
teacher Nicole Lee, event chair.
“Not only does it allow students
to express themselves in new
ways and experience new
things, it also builds problemsolving skills and encourages
creative thinking.”
Pieces on display included
paintings, drawings, photography, printmaking, sculpture,
mixed media, collages, baskets,
paper machè, leather work, textiles, jewelry, ceramics and computer-generated art.
Three students were honored
at Friday night’s opening for Best
of Show: Marissa Sanchez of
Notre Dame School (kindergarten-fifth grade); Ana Karen
Santos of Annunciation School
(sixth-eighth
grade);
and
Catherine Arend of J.K Mullen
High School (ninth-12th grade).
Arend was also awarded a
$250 scholarship from the
Colorado Dominican Vocation
Foundation, a nonprofit organization that promotes vocations
of the priesthood and the artist,
and encourages dialogue about
art and spirituality.
The foundation recognized
teachers as well. St. Vincent de
Paul’s art department, under the
direction of Sharon Burke, was
selected as Art Department of
the Year. Art instructors at St.
Mary School in Littleton, Mary
Kay
Klein
and
Rhona
Fleishman, were honored as
Educators of the Year.
One St. Mary student represented at the show, sixth-grader
Patrick Heffernan, explained
what he’d learned while creating
his piece for the fair.
“We learned to blend,” he
said, describing the owl he drew
with colored pencils and blended using mineral spirits. “To
paint animals you really need to
draw a lot of texture, especially
with an owl because of all the
feathers.
“We do a lot of fun things in
art,” he added.
The following high-school
students won first-place ribbons
in respective categories: Maya
Stackhouse, J.K. Mullen (painting); Arend (drawing value);
Alezandre Todericcca, Holy
Family (drawing color); Lisa
Williams, J.K. Mullen (photography black and white); Barbara
Wittenberg, Holy Family (sculpture); Larissa Hofmann, Holy
Family (mixed media); Dante
Testalini, Mullen (ceramics
functional); Adam Clarke,
Bishop Machebeuf (ceramics

PHOTO PROVIDED

THIS PIECE by Catherine Arend of J.K. Mullen High School
was awarded Best of Show at last weekend's archdiocesan
art fair. Arend also received a $250 scholarship from the
Colorado Dominican Vocation Foundation for her work.
non-functional); Wesley Aragon,
Holy Family (jewelry); and Craig
Cowden, J.K. Mullen (computergenerated art).
A committee of art teachers
selects judges each year. This
year’s judges were illustrator and
animator Rich Florence; and
Lynn Flieger Countryman, artist,
speaker and instructor at Regis
University. Countryman serves

on the board of advisors for the
Colorado Dominican Vocational
Foundation.
Golden Paintbrush Awards
were presented to three students from each school to recognize well-done artwork in three
age groups: kindergarten-second grade, third-fifth grade, and
sixth-eighth grade.
“I love art!” said Charlie

Gaasch, a second-grader from
St. Thomas More School whose
interpretation of a piece from
19th century painter Paul
Gaugin was on display at the
show. “I love that you can use
your imagination and your
mind, and no one stops you
with what you want to do.”
All schools in the archdiocese
were invited to participate in the
event.
“We have a pretty consistent
group of around 25 schools
who participate each year, including this year,” Lee said.
“The show celebrates art in the
Catholic schools—it celebrates
the beauty and skill that God
has blessed our students with
as a community.”
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Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045;
Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Easter Televised Mass: will air
Easter Sunday, Channel 12 on
Comcast, DirectTV and all digital.
Mass will be followed by documentary about television Mass ministry.
April 24: 7 a.m.

Call To Holiness Parish Mission: at
St. Vincent de Paul Church, 2375 E.
Arizona Ave., Denver. Adoration
with reception to follow. Child care
available. Call 303-744-6119 Ext.,
17.
May 1 - 3: 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Latin Tenebrae: to be sung during
Holy Week at Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Church, 5612 S. Hickory St.
Littleton.
April 21: after 7 p.m. Mass
April 22: 7 p.m.
Sunrise Mass: celebrated in grotto
of Our Lady of Lourdes, 2298 S.
Logan St., Denver. Dress warm,
breakfast to follow Mass.
April 24: 6 a.m.

Catholic Sports League: signing up
members now. Meet other young
Catholics through sports like flag
football, kickball or bowling.
Information available online at
www.catholicyoungadultsports.
com.

Schubert Mass: featuring choir and
orchestra at St. Mary Church, 6853
S. Prince St., Littleton.
April 24: 10:30 a.m.

Spirituality And Art: a creative day
with St. Hildegard, at Most
Precious Blood Parish, 2250 S.
Harrison St., Denver. Cost is $20
and advance registration is required. Call Sister Macrina Scott,
O.S.F. at 303-765-3083.
April 28: 9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Respect Life Holy Hour: led by
Father Andreas Hoeck at Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St., Denver.
May 1: 3 p.m.

Celebrate 10th Anniversary: of
North Metro Catholic Singles at
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
Center, 11385 Grant Drive,
Northglenn. Admission is $15 per

person. Call 303-371-7923 for more
details.
April 30: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Appreciation Benefit: for St.
Joseph Hospital Foundation with
featured guest, actress Mary Jo
Catlett. Event to be held at Brown
Palace Hotel in Denver. Cost is
$150 per person and sponsorship
are available. Information online
at www.sjhfdenver.org.
May 4: 6 p.m.
Springtime Speed Dating: for singles 20 - 35 at Metropolis Coffee,
300 W. 11th Ave, Denver. Cost is
$25 and space is limited. Email
BasquezA@aol.com. for reservations.
May 6: 7 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Come Find Out About: the St.
Vincent de Paul Society and explore spiritual, service and social
opportunities at your local chapter. Get acquainted event in basement of Cathedral Basilica of
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. Call 720-2523729 for details.
May 6: 7:30 p.m.
Celebrate Cinco De Mayo: at
Annunciation Parish festival, 3536
Lafayette St., Denver. Games,
food, face painting and entertainment for the family. Call 303-2952515 for more information.
May 7: noon - 7 p.m.

Communion Service: and meeting of
Catholic Daughters of the Americas
at St. Jude Church, 9405 W. Florida
Ave., Lakewood. Call 303-367-4506
for more information.
May 7: Communion 8:30 a.m.
Meeting 9 a.m.

Facilitator Training For ENDOW:
(Educating on the Nature and
Dignity of Women) at JPII Center,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Cost is
$45. Call 303-715-3291 for registration information.
April 30: 9 a.m - 4 p.m.

Annual Las Madrinas Tribute: to be
held at Centro San Juan Diego,
2830 Lawrence St., Denver.
Tickets are $50 and must be purchased by May 6. Call 303-2959470 for information.
May 15: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Explore The Gospel Of Matthew: at
one-day seminar at Sacred Heart
of Mary Church, 6739 S. Boulder
Road, Boulder. Registration is $49
which includes lunch. Call 303715-3260 to register.
April 30: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

May Crowning: procession and reception of Catholic Daughters of
the Americas at St. Jude Church,
9405 W. Floriad Ave., Lakewood.
Call 303-367-4506 for details.
May 15: after 11 a.m. Mass

Mark Your Calendar: for the annual
Rocky Mountain Men’s Conference
to be held at Pikes Peak Center,
190 S. Cascade Ave., Colo. Springs.
Call 719-531-0738 for more information on this event.
May 7

Lace Up Your Running Shoes: and
join Seeds of Hope for the Colfax
Marathon. The team will run as a
charity partner for the 2011 races
which also include half-marathon
and 5K. Call 303-715-3127 for time
and registration information.
May 15

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Courage: a spiritual support group
for men and women who have homosexual tendencies and who desire to live a chaste Christian life.
Confidential. Call Father Dan Norick
at 720-434-2638 for details.

One Day Course: on the Mystery of
the Liturgy, including explanation
of new Roman Missal, conducted
by Father Daniel Cardo at Holy
Name Parish, 3290 W. Milan Ave.,
Englewood. Call 303-629-5100.
May 14: 9 a.m. - noon
Caregivers Retreat: at Benet Hill
Monastery in Colorado Springs. A
day of renewal including reflection, spiritual direction and prayer.
Cost is $40 which includes lunch.
Call for reservations and directions, 719-633-0655 Ext. 132.
May 14: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l APRIL 20, 2011

l 15

1 6 l A RTS & E N T E RTA I N M E N T

APRIL 20, 2011 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Love-inspired loyalty shines in kid-friendly ‘Rio’

BY JOHN MULDERIG

NEW YORK (CNS)—There’s
not much to blame on “Rio”
(Fox). Instead, praiseworthy
lessons about environmental
stewardship and love-inspired
loyalty are decked out in kaleidoscopic colors and delivered
in an overwhelmingly childfriendly tone in this animated
3-D flight of fancy.
Living as a cosseted pet in
chilly Minnesota, Brazilianborn macaw Blu (voice of Jesse
Eisenberg) has daily mugs of
hot chocolate and—more importantly—the loving protection of his devoted owner,
small bookstore proprietor
Linda (voice of Leslie Mann), to
keep him warm.
Blu’s jungle origins and the
traumatic experience of being
kidnapped by exotic bird
traders—only a happy accident
eventually landed him in
Linda’s possession—are long

CNS PHOTO/FOX

ANIMATED characters Blu and Jewell appear in a scene from
the movie "Rio." The Catholic News Service classification is A-I—
general patronage. The Motion Picture Association of America
rating is G—general audiences.
past and barely remembered.
So it comes as a shock when
eccentric Rio de Janeiro-based
scientist Tulio (voice of Rodrigo
Santoro) turns up in the North
Star State to inform Linda that
Blu is the last living male of his
species. As such, Tulio explains,
it’s imperative that Blu return to

his native land, at least temporarily, to mate with his sole remaining female counterpart.
Reluctantly, homebody Linda
and thoroughly domesticated
Blu agree to Tulio’s plan.
But Blu’s opposite number—
fetching yet feisty Jewel (voiced
by Anne Hathaway)—immedi-

ately intimidates her shy blind
date and proves far more concerned with breaking out of the
captivity of Tulio’s lab than with
perpetuating her kind. Things
only go from bad to worse when
the lovebirds are suddenly
nabbed (in Blu’s case, yet again)
by illegal avian dealers.
Jemaine Clement’s voice work
as Nigel, the elegantly odious
cockatoo who aids these human
villains, is one of the comic highlights of “Rio.” Jake T. Austin as
Fernando, a boy from the “favelas,” or slums, of Rio offers, by
contrast, a gentle but poignant
reminder that the real life of the
Brazilian capital involves more
than just bikini-clad girls
strolling along the beach at
Ipanema.
Perhaps inevitably, director
Carlos Saldanha sets the climactic scenes of his buoyant
adventure—which also includes a handful of upbeat musical numbers—against the
dazzling background of Rio’s
legendary carnival.
In a bit of possibly excessive

‘Idiot’s Guide to Catechism’ author has new book on Catholic prayer

BY JOHN GLEASON

In 2008, author Mary DeTurris
Poust published the “The
Complete Idiot’s Guide to the
Catholic Catechism,” which
brought the core teachings of
Catholicism into plain English.
Today, the award-winning
writer has published a book designed to deepen one’s spiritual
life through prayer and worship
with “The Essential Guide to
Catholic Prayer and the Mass.”
The book, published last
month by Alpha Books, address-

es just about everything related
to prayer: why people are drawn
to it; prayer in Church; Mary in
daily prayers and the intercession of saints; a treasury of most
often used prayers; a guide to
the correct way to pray the
rosary and a section on upcoming changes in the liturgy.
“’The Complete Idiot’s Guide
to the Catholic Catechism’ was a
real nuts and bolts book on
Catholic teaching, what we believe and the basics of our faith,”
Poust said by phone from
Delmar, N.Y. Her new book, she

BOOK
Title: “The Essential Guide to
Catholic Prayer and the Mass”
Author: Mary DeTurris Poust
Publisher: Alpha Books (New
York, 2011) 314 pp., $16.95

added, explores Catholic spirituality and prayer.
“The Essential Guide to
Catholic Prayer and the Mass” is
for just about anyone: practicing
Catholics, those who have been

realism, though, this occasion
is used to show off some questionable costuming choices,
not least that of one minor
male character who briefly
dons a gold lamé set of men’s
underwear. His walk on the
wild side—though calculated
to make kids laugh—may strike
some parents as a step in the
wrong direction.
Otherwise, there’s just one
vaguely sexual joke aimed
over the heads of youngsters
and a couple of allusions to
bodily functions couched in
terms even the members of
the target demographic might
acceptably use.
The film contains a few nursery-level bathroom references
and a fleeting double entendre.
The Catholic News Service classification is A-I—general patronage. The Motion Picture
Association of America rating is
G—general audiences.
John Mulderig is on the staff of
Catholic News Service. More reviews are available online at
www.usccb.org/movies.

turn to them and join them in
prayer. That is such a powerful
thing.”
away from the Church and nonThe guide can be used to deCatholics who want to know velop the habit of prayer, Poust
about Catholic prayer.
said. Part of developing that
“We have such a beautiful habit, she added, is adapting a
treasure of prayers and devo- willingness to be quiet.
tions,” Poust said. “There really
“It can be hard to just stop and
is something for everyone. I listen,” she said. “We’re bomwant to help people see there barded with messages and comare many different
munication; it’s
ways
that
hard to just sit and
Catholics pray.”
not talk at all. But a
The book is brocritical part of
ken down into
prayer is the willseveral sections.
ingness to just be
In
the
first,
quiet, even for just
“Drawn to Prayer,”
a few minutes, and
Poust looks at the
listen to what God
foundation
of
is saying to us.
prayer and how
Otherwise it’s just a
prayer is designed
lot of talking, hopto help us climb to
ing we’re going to
spiritual heights.
get the answer we
She notes that
want as opposed
even for those
to being open to
who grow up
what God wants
praying, it’s easy
for us.”
BOOK
COVER
for a prayer life to
Poust also exfall by the wayside.
plores the Mass as the ultimate
“We learn the basics as kids, prayer. The publication of “The
memorize prayers and the Essential Guide to Catholic
rosary, but then many of us stop Prayer and the Mass” is timely,
our faith formation,” she said. she said, noting that changes are
“Our prayers get stuck, it be- coming to the liturgy this year.
comes rote and we lose sight of
“I hope that the new changes
how it can take us to a deeper will reinvigorate faith and peoplace.”
ple’s interest in the Mass,” she
In the section titled “Mary and said. “I talk about the new lanthe Saints,” Poust explores the guage and add some explanaBlessed Mother as a role model, tion as to the reason for the
devotions to Mary and how we changes.”
can ask the help of the saints,
“The Essential Guide to
whom she refers to in the book Catholic Prayer and the Mass”
as the Church’s most popular retails for $16.95 and is available
men and women.
online at www.Amazon.com,
“We have so many saints from www.barnesandnoble.com and
different times and from all through the publisher, Alpha
walks of life,” she said. “We Books, at www.penguingroup.
wouldn’t think anything of ask- com.
ing our friends to help us out
More information on Poust,
with something, so why not ask her columns and other writings,
our friends in heaven, the peo- is available at www.marydetur
ple who go before us. We can rispoust.com.

