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Game takes Jews vs. Catholics rivalry to the hoops
BY JOHN GLEASON
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When people speak of sports
rivalries, certain teams come
immediately to mind: The
Broncos vs. the Raiders (or
Chiefs, depending on which
team gets you more worked
up), the Yankees vs. the Red Sox
or even the Celtics vs. the
Lakers. At 3 p.m. on April 17 in
Boulder a basketball game will
be played that capitalizes on a
rivalry older than any of those
others—by centuries.
Flyers being distributed
around the University of
Colorado at Boulder campus
read: Jews vs. Catholics Men’s
Basketball Tournament. That’s
right—Jews vs. Catholics. The
head-turning name aims to
draw attention to the event,
which is sponsored by Catholic
and Jewish campus ministries
at the college.
The clerics organizing the
game said it aims to serve as
outreach to those students of
both persuasions who aren’t
practicing their faith. The tournament is the first of what organizers hope becomes an annual spirited competition.
There is no admission fee. To
add to the fun: T-shirts and
kosher hot dogs will be available for purchase.
Father David Nix is parochial
vicar at St. Thomas Aquinas
Spiritual Center in Boulder,
which ministers to the needs of
Catholic students on the CU
campus.
Rabbi Yisroel
Wilhelm, an Orthodox Jew, is
director of the Chabad at the
University of Colorado, which
is a home away from home for
Jewish students. The two men
recently became friends and it

PHOTO BY SUSAN GLAIRON

UNIVERSITY of Colorado-Boulder campus ministry clerics Rabbi
Yisroel Wilhelm, left, and Father David Nix, get ready for the
Jews vs. Catholics Basketball Tournament set for 3 p.m. April 17
at Boulder High School, 1604 Arapahoe Ave. in Boulder.
wasn’t long before the subject
of a sociable basketball game
came up, although neither is
taking credit for the idea.
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“When I came to the campus in 2005 to organize the
Chabad, one of the first people I met was Father Kevin

Augustyn, pastor at St.
Thomas Aquinas,” Rabbi
Wilhelm told the Denver
Catholic Register.
“The
(Aquinas) Spiritual Center
was across the street from a
building we were looking at to
establish the Chabad. During
one of our meetings we talked
about the possibility of getting
together for a friendly game of
basketball; that’s where the
subject ended. Later, after I
met with Father Nix, the subject came up again. We both
thought it was a great idea, especially to get students involved, and we decided to
pursue it.”
Father Dave told the Register
that like Rabbi Wilhelm, he gets
out on a regular basis to meet
with the students and have
lunch with them. The more
they talked about the possibility of organizing a game, the
more people wanted to be part
of it.
“Everyone we mentioned it
to thought it was a great idea,”
he said, “and when we told
people the name of the game,
‘Jews vs. Catholics,’ no one
could keep from smiling.”
Father Dave said that there
are
approximately
3,500
Catholic students at CU; Rabbi
Wilhelm estimates the number
of Jewish students to be 2,000
so both teams have a large pool
of talent to draw on. Father
Dave is serving as coach for the
Catholics but Rabbi Wilhelm, a
native of Great Britain and diehard soccer fan, passed the
coaching duties to others. He
prefers to drum up support for
the event across the campus.

See Game, Page 7
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1205-1252 / Feast - April 6
Despite being the son of Cathars, members of a
heretical sect, Peter was schooled in orthodox
Catholicism. He joined the new Dominicans, becoming a famous preacher and healer in
Lombardy and weathering false accusations regarding chastity. He was prior of several
Dominican houses and served the pope as inquisitor in northern Italy. His zealous preaching against the Cathars made
him a marked man: He and a companion were ambushed and killed.
The first Dominican martyr, Peter was canonized a year after his death.
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Voice your support for marriage
and thank these lawmakers
Colorado’s House Judiciary Committee members let a “civil
unions” bill die in committee last week. A Senate version of the
bill establishing the legality of same-sex civil unions—SB 172—
had already passed. But the House Judiciary Committee needed to approve the Senate version of the bill and pass it along for
further House debate.
In the face of unfriendly
media coverage and heavy
CONTACT LIST
political pressure, opponents
of the legislation did the right Please express your thanks to
these members from the
thing. They challenged and
House Judiciary Committee
tabled the bill, killing it for
who opposed SB 172
this session. That sounds
like a small act, but it took
Rep. Bob Gardner, Chair
courage, especially in an enHD 21 R
vironment of bitter criticism. Phone: 303-866-2191
The committee members
E-mail:
who opposed the bill deserve bob.gardner.house@state.co.us
our gratitude and support.
Rep. Mark Barker, Vice Chair
Christians believe in the
HD 17 R
dignity of all human life,
Phone: 303-866-3069
without exception. But the
E-mail:
civil unions debate is not
mark.barker.house@state.co.us
about ensuring the basic
Rep. Brian DelGrosso
rights of homosexual perHD 51 R
sons. Those rights are alPhone: 303-866-2947
ready guaranteed under law.
E-mail:
Nor is it finally about love or
brian@briandelgrosso.com
personal equality. Civil
Rep. B.J. Nikkel
unions ensure neither of
HD 49 R
these any better than marPhone: 303-866-2907
riage does.
E-mail: rep.nikkel@gmail.com
The civil unions debate is
finally about securing legitiRep. Jerry Sonnenberg
macy for social arrangeHD 65 R
ments and personal behavPhone: 303-866-3706
E-mail:
iors that most societies and
jerry@repsonnenberg.com
religious traditions have
found problematic from long Rep. Mark Waller
experience—and that a great HD 15 R
many people see as morally
Phone: 303-866-5525
troubling, not because they
E-mail:
are “haters” or “frightened”
mark.waller.house@state.co.us
or “bigots” or “uneducated”—that kind of language is
the real bigotry in this debate—but because they’ve carefully
thought through the implications for society at large.
Senate Bill 172, quite shrewdly, did not limit its definition of
“civil unions” to same-sex couples. But same-sex couples would
inevitably be the main beneficiaries—as was obvious even at the
committee hearings. It’s also worth noting that in every state
where civil unions have become law, the political pressure for
“gay marriage” has not declined; it has increased. Same-sex
unions, whatever legal form they take, cannot create new life.
They cannot duplicate the love of a man and woman. But they
do copy marriage and family, and in the process, they compete
with and diminish the uniquely important status of both.
Unfortunately, we’ve been down this road before. In 2006,
Coloradans statewide voted strongly in favor of traditional marriage and against domestic partnerships. The people of
Colorado spoke quite clearly. But it wasn’t what certain interests wanted to hear. This is why the civil unions issue will likely
be back, whether Coloradans like it or not. One of the lessons
we need to learn from California’s continuing Proposition 8 battle is that when it comes to the cultural struggle over marriage,
civil unions and domestic partnerships, the “will of the people”
is rarely sovereign. On the contrary: The mass media, the
courts and aggressive special interests treat an annoying popular vote as not much more than modeling clay that needs to be
reworked. Colorado is no exception. In its intended effect, SB
172 tried to circumvent the results of 2006. This attempt failed.

See Chaput, Page 7
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Meet seminarians Sam Morehead and Juan Bonilla
On April 16, four men attending the two seminaries of
the Denver Archdiocese will
be ordained to the diaconate
as a step in their priesthood
formation. Profiles of two of
the men are below. Profiles of
the other two seminarians will
run in next week’s Denver
Catholic Register.
Name:
Samuel
Alan
Morehead
Birth date:
Feb. 9,
1984
Where born
and reared: Born at Boulder;
raised my entire life before college in Berthoud
Seminary: St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary

Q: Describe your educational and professional background before entering formation.
A: After graduating valedictorian from Berthoud High
School in 2002, I attended the
University of Colorado at
Boulder for three years, during which time I majored in
broadcast
journalism.
However, I discerned I was
called to enter the seminary
and pursue the priestly vocation before graduating from
CU. I have earned two degrees
while in the seminary, both in
philosophy.
I received a
Baccalaureate of Philosophy
from the Pontifical Lateran
University in 2008 and a
Bachelor of Arts in philosophy
from Regis University the
same year. Presently, I am
completing two degrees in sacred theology.
Q: When did you first feel
called to the priesthood?
A: The first inklings of a vocation I can trace to a pilgrimage to an ancient church in
England upon a school visit at
the age of 13. I perceived,
while praying in the silence of
this majestic abbey, which
had been hallowed by centuries of prayer and the presence of numerous saints and
martyrs, that the Lord was
inviting me, in the most pro-

found way, to make my home
in the Church. The stirrings of
a vocation became elaborated
at the end of high school and
throughout my years at university when I was presented
with the real option of serving
the Lord entirely, with the
whole my life, as his priest.
Q: Where did you find support for your call to the
priesthood?
A: I have been incredibly
blessed to find great support
from many persons in all directions as I discerned a
priestly vocation and as I have
progressed in formation unto
ordination. First of all, my
family has been incredibly
supportive and encouraging.
Several years ago my mother
made the beautiful observation perhaps only a mother
could make: “Sam, this is who
you were meant to be. All of
your life, even from your
childhood, makes sense in
light of your vocation.” I have
been blessed by the support
from friends, including those
from high school, college, and
especially my brother seminarians. Of course, there is the
undeniable support of the
faithful of the archdiocese, including the Knights of
Columbus and the Serra Club,
who sacrifice so much for vocations.

tion, I find the challenge of effectively preaching to a highly
secularized, postmodern culture, which is often apathetic
to the Gospel and the very
person of Jesus Christ, to be
the most daunting aspect of
diaconal and priestly ministry.
I ask myself, “How will I get
through to the people, particularly to those distant from
Christ and the Church, to
those who could care less?”
Q: What has been your favorite class or aspect of seminary life?
A: Sacramental theology is
my favorite area of study in
the seminary. I deeply enjoy
any class that delves into that
beautiful, mysterious work of
God as he perpetuates the
Incarnation through the ministry of the Church by touching, healing, and saving individual persons through the
sacraments. In addition to my
studies, I find the seminary
brotherhood to be my favorite
aspect of the seminary, for it is
precisely in this common life,
this band of brothers that I
have found my best friends,
my day-to-day support system, and a constant inspiration to holiness and generosity.

Q: What are you most looking forward to about the
priesthood?
A: Presently, I am most looking forward to being an instrument of encounter between Christ and those whom
he so loves and with whom he
longs to be united, especially
those who are distant from
him for any reason. Moreover,
I look forward to being able to
offer the Sacrifice of the Mass,
to bring Jesus to those who
hunger for God. Also, I am
very much looking forward to
being in a simple, humble instrument of the Lord’s healing
mercy and compassion in the
sacrament of penance.

Q: What is your favorite
pastime?
A: One of my favorite pastimes is playing games, be
they board games or otherwise. Growing up, my family
always played any number of
board
games,
backyard
games, dominos, etc. together. In fact, we still play all
these games whenever I am
home. I still get the opportunity to play games with brothers in seminary on community nights and other special occasions. I am particularly fond
of trivia games. All throughout
college, I went every week to a
restaurant and sports bar to
play team trivia with a group
of friends. It was a great occasion for fun and for discussing
the faith.

Q: What do you find most
daunting about the priesthood?
A: As I anticipate ordina-

Q: In today’s world, a call to
celibacy is seen as radical, if
not impossible. How have you
reconciled the priesthood’s
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call to celibacy with this challenging cultural perspective?
A: The call to celibacy is a
call from Christ to the candidate for the priesthood to embrace most profoundly and
definitively a life of true intimacy with the Lord and for his
body, the Church. While never
denying the good of married
life and a well-ordered human
sexuality, I have increasingly
come to see and appreciate
the inadequacies of the wider
culture’s understanding of
sexuality, which is largely hedonistic and removed from
the essential dynamic of sacrifice and the true gift of one
person in his totality to another, which together constitute
true love. Yet, because I have
experienced the love of Christ
for me directly and personally
and have received the invitation to love him reciprocally,
there is a feeling of joy, satisfaction and personal fulfillment in offering my life and
deepest love to Christ and to
his Church. True love is a life
given away for another. The
love of the priesthood is a life
given away to Christ in holy
celibacy for the good of the
Church and the whole world.
Q: How do you feel about
this significant step, being ordained to the diaconate, in
your formation?
A: Presently, I am overjoyed
and enthused by the prospect
of being ordained a deacon,
especially right before Holy
Week. What could be more
beautiful than to begin clerical
life in service to Christ and his
Church than by being consecrated to Christ in this capacity as he sets off to suffer, die
and rise again for love of the
whole world? My prayer before
ordination is to be a worthy
collaborator in Christ’s redemptive work, which defines
Holy Week. Moreover, I am enthused about diaconal ordination because of the beauty of
this foundation ministry. All of
my ordained life is ultimately
to be grounded on the reality
that I am a servant of God and
of his people, configured to
Christ, who came “not to be
served, but to serve.”

Name: Juan
Manuel
Bonilla
Naranjo
Birth date:
April 14,
1983
Where born:
Ambato, Ecuador
Where reared: Alobamba (near
Ambato, Ecuador)
Seminary: Redemptoris Mater
Archdiocesan Missionary
Seminary

Q: Describe your educational and professional background before entering formation.
A: Secondary school: I. T. S.
Juan Fco. Montalvo in
Ambato, Ecuador; from 19952001.
Q: When did you first feel
called to the priesthood?
A: My relationship with my
parents was not the best because I was not able to appreciate their love, so I was always looking for love and attention. When my parents
went
to
hear
a
Neocatechumenal Way catechesis I went with them thinking that through the Church I
would find the attention I was
looking for. There I heard
something I did not expect. I
heard the announcement of
the love of God for me. The
unconditional love I was looking for in my parents comes
only from Him. He is the only
one who is able to love me as I
am. This news gave new
meaning to my life. What before seemed very difficult,
now was possible. Through
those catecheses I entered a
Neocatechumenal Way community with my parents and
older brother. After a time, my
older brother attended some
vocational meetings. Through
his experience I began considering becoming a missionary
priest.
Q: Where did you find support for your call to the
priesthood?
A: In my Neocatechumenal
Way communities in Ecuador
and in Denver. Also in many
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Many parishes in the
Archdiocese of Denver offer
reconciliation services during
the Lenten season. Below are
services which run through
April 13 (read the full schedule
at www.archden.org/lent). All
services are in English unless
otherwise noted.
April 7: 6:30 p.m.

Christ the King, Evergreen
303-674-3155
April 7: 7 p.m., bilingual
St. Anthony of Padua, Denver
303-935-2431
April 7: 7 p.m., bilingual,
Immaculate
Conception,
Lafayette
303-665-5103

ecclesiastical realities, among
them
the
Knights
of
Columbus and Serra Club,
who support all of us seminarians spiritually and financially.
Q: What are you most looking forward to about the
priesthood?
A: To participate in the new
evangelization. Many people
are living life without meaning, as l was. The Lord has allowed me to go through many
experiences of his power as
well as my rebellion as a
preparation for a concrete
mission.

LENTEN COLUMN

TERESA MAJOR

A mother’s view on
the pope’s Lenten message
This column is the fifth in a series to run through Lent on
Pope Benedict XVI’s 2011 Lenten message.

April 9: 10 a.m., bilingual
St. Michael the Archangel,
Aurora
303-690-6797

As a woman who for some inexplicable reason has been
blessed by the Lord with many children, it has been my
profound and constant privilege to ruminate on the nature
of motherhood, and to relate those experiences to our own
mother, the Church.
It seems that from the womb and forever after, a mother’s job is twofold: to nurture for a time, and then in the
fullness of time, to push the child out to begin his new life,
and to meet his father. As Mary did with Jesus, so the
Church does with us. She nurtures us again this Lenten
season with food from our Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI
to strengthen us for the journey we ourselves must make.
Our Holy Father’s message this year is not so much a
meditation as it is a call to action—to purpose. In examining each of the Sunday Gospels of Lent, Benedict XVI exhorts us to prepare for a journey through this life. It is
amazing how the Church can distill the journey of a whole
lifetime into one liturgical season, and how one season of
Lent may take a whole lifetime to unpack.
Our lifetimes are filled with many problems and anxieties, and it can be difficult to make sense of them. Besides
the physical death we all must face, we face many little
deaths every day: illnesses, worries, fights, frustrations—all
those things that “just kill us.” We are plagued with envy,
anger, pride, lust and all the sins. We are irritated, all the
time, at the drop of a hat. We can’t seem to love those who
hurt us, even if we want to. We are surrounded by death
and we cannot overcome it, no matter how hard we try.
Yet Benedict XVI calls us to get ready, to push on to
where we will encounter the Lord, which is in our baptism.
And what is baptism? Was it just a happy long ago
Sunday afternoon celebration with a baby and brunch? Or
is it something more serious, something much more real?
St. Paul gives us a clue when he reminds us that when we
were baptized into Christ’s body, we were baptized into his
death. Baptism is an encounter with death—with all our
deaths, large and small—and at the same time it is our life’s
goal, for it is there we find the Lord of Life and Death, the
Resurrection himself, Jesus Christ. Our baptism is what
opens to us the Source of All Life right in the very middle of
all our deaths, helping us each time we encounter death.
Ten years ago we buried my mother. She clung to life for
a few days in the hospital before succumbing, and afterwards we marveled at how she had lasted until that last
child arrived to her bedside. The nurse told us that that was
not uncommon. She also said, “If they know no one’s coming, they don’t wait around.”
Well, we can live this Lent like we know no one’s coming.
We can take it easy and enjoy the chocolates and egg hunts
in April. Or we can listen to the Holy Father and start
preparing by fasting, by praying, by giving alms.
At our house when Dad makes the kids start cleaning,
they say: “Why? Is someone coming over?” The Holy Father
is telling us that Someone is coming over and we need to
clean the house. Fast! Pray! Give alms!
To do these things is not to make ourselves stronger and
better and more perfect. No matter how many spiritual
push-ups we do we are never going to make ourselves
strong enough to overcome death. But there is someone
coming WHO IS.
To begin the journey of preparing is to say, “I believe!” To
shout to God with our actions, “I believe you are coming,
with power over death!” With our spiritual “perfection” God
can do little, but with our belief he can do much. Only after
Martha told Jesus, “I believe you are the Christ, the son of
God, the one who was to come into this world (Jn 11:27)”
did Jesus proceed to the tomb of Lazarus. And then, wow.

See Services, Page 7

See Major, Page 7

Q: What do you find most
daunting about holy orders?
A: When I see it with a
“human eye” the diaconate is
almost impossible, but then I
remember the wonders God
has done in my life and I realize that it is God’s work and I
just need to give my fiat (yes).
Q: What has been your favorite class or aspect of seminary life?
A: Scripture classes.
Q: What is your favorite
pastime?
A: To work with computers.
Q: In today’s world, a call to
celibacy is seen as radical, if
not impossible. How have
you reconciled the priesthood’s call to celibacy with
this challenging cultural perspective?
A: Before coming to the
seminary, I did not understand celibacy. I saw it as just
self-denial. Now, I see it very
differently. Celibacy for the
kingdom of God is a weapon
that God gives to the priest. It
is a way to give oneself completely to the Lord and his
mission to evangelize.
Q: How do you feel about
this significant step, being ordained to the diaconate, in
your formation?
A: Ordination to the diaconate is for me, a confirmation of the call that God, in his
mercy and providence, had in
store for me.
April 7: 7 p.m.
Our Lady of
Windsor
970-686-5084

the Valley,

April 7: 7 p.m.
Our Lady of Loreto, Foxfield
303-766-3800
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Spanish showdown
In the fall of 2007, I spent a week in Spain, giving lectures, meeting with Spanish Catholic leaders, and making a hair-raising climb
up several hundred scaffolding stairs to the top of Antoni Gaudi’s
Basilica of the Sagrada Familia in Barcelona—preceded by
Cardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz, John Paul II’s longtime secretary, who
was doing the trip in a cassock (after confessing to me, sotto voce,
that he wasn’t too fond of heights)! Over the course of numerous
conversations in those days, it became clear that the government
of Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero, in power since April 2004, was not
simply secular in character but aggressively secularist.
Textbooks were being re-written to enforce the government’s
leftist view of modern Spanish history; students aiming for admission to prestigious universities would be required to give the “correct” answers about such traumas as the Spanish civil war in
order to pass their entrance exams. Street names were being
changed to eradicate the memory of the politically disfavored
from Spain’s past. Marriage had been legislatively redefined so
that any two people, of whatever gender, could be civilly “married.” (Shortly after I left the country, another law enabled a
Spaniard to enter a civil registry office and “change” his or her sex
simply by making a declaration to a government bureaucrat that
she was now he, or vice versa. Some things are so absurd that they
compel ridicule, and this one prompted me to a knockoff from
“My Fair Lady”: “The dame in Spain is mainly in the name.”)
In interviews with the Spanish press, I suggested that the 20th
century had a name for a political program that tried to re-manufacture human nature while re-writing history: the name was
“Stalinism,” which used to be considered a hateful thing.
Zapatero’s Spain was not, of course, Stalin’s Soviet Union in the
latter’s most brutal manifestations. Nor was the current Spanish
government as crudely malevolent as the Spanish Stalinists of the
late 1930s who, during the Spanish Civil War, murdered tens of
thousands of priests and religious, often sadistically. The Zapatero
government, I suggested, was far more clever. It would impose a
hard-left agenda on Spain through legislation, step by step, rather
like the frog being slowly boiled in a pot of water who doesn’t realize that death is at hand until it’s too late.
Recent events in Spain have done nothing to persuade me that
these judgments were excessively harsh.
Pope Benedict XVI visited Spain last November, gave two spectacular homilies at Santiago de Compostela (on the Christian
roots of Europe) and at the Sagrada Familia in Barcelona (on
beauty as a pathway to God). Prime Minister Zapatero did not attend either event and spent the three days after the pope’s departure denouncing Benedict XVI while campaigning in Catalonia.
In March, dozens of secularist student gangsters, armed with a
megaphone and defamatory posters, crashed into the chapel of
Madrid’s Complutense University while Catholic students were at
prayer. The radicals shouted deprecations of the Church, Pope
Benedict, and the Catholic clergy; several of their number,
women, stood on the altar and undressed from the waste up; two
of the striptease artists boasted of their lesbianism. This obscene
spectacle in the Spanish capital came shortly after several Spanish
churches throughout the country had been trashed.
All of which suggests that Spain is now Ground Zero in the
European contest between Catholicism and the dictatorship of
relativism. And the latter is precisely what the secularist radicals
of Spain are up to: imposing their concept of freedom-as-license
through coercive state power and intimidation-through-violence.
Bizarre legislation that rewrites history and redefines human nature is the first half of the equation; gang violence is its new and
ominous complement. A different kind of war has been declared
on the Church.
It hardly seems accidental that these attacks against Catholic facilities have come in the months before World Youth Day 2011,
which will be held in Madrid from Aug. 16 through Aug. 21. The
gauntlet has been thrown down. A tremendous turnout at Madrid
in five months will demonstrate that the challenge has been accepted.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

April 10: Fifth Sunday of
Lent
Scripture readings:
• Ezekiel 37:12-14
• Psalm 130:1-8
• Romans 8:8-11
• John 11:1-45
Synopsis: All three readings
this week revolve around the
theme of death and resurrection, thus preparing us for Holy
Week. Ezekiel was a priest and
prophet who ministered to his
fellow Jews during the
Babylonian Captivity. As a
prophet to the exiles he instilled hope that one day their
long ordeal would be over and
their nation would be restored.
The first reading is from
Ezekiel’s famous vision of the
valley of dry bones. The
“bones” represent the exiles
who have no more hope of reestablishing the kingdom of
Israel than dead, dry bones
have of coming back to life.
They cannot restore the nation
by themselves, but God can. In
the context of this week’s
Gospel it prefigures the raising
of Lazarus. In the second reading Paul links the resurrection
of Christ to life in the Spirit. Just
as the breath of God brought
the dry bones back to life, so

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

In gratitude
At the Holy Father’s direction,
I am writing to acknowledge
the sum of $86,285.14, which
(Archbishop Chaput) kindly
forwarded to the Apostolic
Nunciature as the Peter’s Pence
offering of the Archdiocese of
Denver for the year 2010.
His Holiness is deeply grateful for this gift, which reflects
your people’s devotion to the

the Holy Spirit gives life to our
mortal bodies, even while we
are still “in the flesh.” The Spirit
that raised Jesus from the dead
gives new life to us through
baptism. In John’s Gospel Jesus’
miracles are called “signs” because their main purpose is to
reveal his divinity. The raising
of Lazarus, which took place a
week before Passover, is the
seventh and last sign before
Jesus’ death and resurrection:
the definitive proof of his divinity. Jesus weeps at the death of
Lazarus not just because they
were dear friends. The Lord
grieves over sin, which has
brought death to the whole
human race. He goes to his
death as the one who is the
“resurrection and the life.”
Key verse: “Then you shall
know that I am the Lord, when
I open your graves and have
you rise from them, O my people!” (Ex 37:13)
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “Death is a consequence of sin. Even though
man’s nature is mortal, God
had destined him not to die.
Death was therefore contrary
to the plans of God the
Creator and entered the world
as a consequence of sin.
‘Bodily death from which man
would have been immune had
he not sinned’ is thus ‘the last
enemy’ of man left to be con-

See of Peter. He is most appreciative of the effort and sacrifice which this collection involved.
Commending (Archbishop
Chaput) and the clergy, religious and laity of the archdiocese to the loving protection
of Mary, Mother of the
Church, the Holy Father cordially imparts his apostolic
blessing.
Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone
Vatican Secretary of State
Washington, D.C.

quered” (No. 1008).

Pope Benedict XVI: “Seeing
Martha and Mary and those
who had come to console them
weeping, Jesus ‘was deeply
moved in spirit and troubled,’
and lastly, ‘wept.’ Christ’s heart
is divine-human: in him God
and man meet perfectly, without separation and without
confusion. He is the image, or
rather, the incarnation of God
who is love, mercy, paternal
and maternal tenderness, of
God who is Life” (Angelus,
March 9, 2008).

Life application: During the
course of our Lenten journey
we have accompanied Jesus as
he fought Satan, gave hope to
the woman at the well, sight to
the man born blind and life to a
man four days dead. The Lord
sympathizes with our weaknesses and weeps over our sins.
The only-begotten Son of God
became flesh, suffered and
died to deliver us from sin and
raise us to the new life of grace.
No matter how far away from
God you think you might be, he
is always close to you, even in
times of pain and sorrow.

James Cavanagh is director of
Evangelization and Catechesis
for Metro-area Parishes of the
Denver Archdiocese. Cavanagh’s
column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250 words
and should include the writer’s name, address and telephone number. We rely on our
readers to recognize that the opinions expressed in letters to the editor are those of
the author and are not necessarily those of
the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation
or libelous statements will not be printed.
Unsigned letters will not be printed. Letters
may be edited. Send letters to: Editor,
Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-715-2045.
E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
April 7: Seeds of Hope “Hope Springs Eternal” Luncheon, Inverness Hotel and Conference Center, Englewood (noon)
April 8: "Living as a Catholic in an Age of Unbelief," pro-life talk, University of Notre Dame, Ind.
April 10: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
April 12: Committee of Vicars and Directors, JPII Center (9:30 a.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
April 6: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
April 7: All-school Mass, J.K. Mullen High School, (9 a.m.); Mass and confirmation, Christ on the Mountain Parish,
Lakewood (7 p.m.)
Apr. 8: Mass for seminarians and faculty, Christ the King Chapel, JPII Center (12:10 p.m.); Holy Hour for
“Come and See” discernment retreat, Carmelite Sisters of the Most Sacred Heart, Sts. Peter and Paul
Parish, Wheat Ridge
April 9: Mass, Catholic Medical Association Lenten Day of Prayer and Reflection, Mother Cabrini Shrine (9 a.m.);
Mass and confirmation, St. Helena Parish, Fort Morgan (1:30 p.m.); Machebeuf Wild West Buffalo Ball, National
Western Complex, Denver (8 p.m.)
April 10: Mass, Mother of God Parish (7 a.m. and 8:30 a.m.); Hispanic men’s discernment retreat, JPII Center
(10 a.m.)
April 11: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); New Roman Missal Implementation Committee meeting, JPII Center
(1:30 p.m.)
April 12: Presenter, Day of Recollection for Diocese of Pueblo clergy, St. Leander Parish, Pueblo
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THE GOOD NEWS ON YOUTH

CHRISTOPHER STEFANICK

What made John Paul II truly ‘Great’
Secular media often breezes over the most important of details. The oft
repeated headline after the announcement of John Paul II’s May 1 beatification was, “Pope Benedict XVI puts John Paul II on the fast track to sainthood.” HELLO! Did you notice the religious sister who was miraculously
healed of Parkinson’s? Secular doctors examined her and couldn’t explain
it. Doesn’t that deserve a headline?
But I can forgive the media because I tend to overlook life’s most important details, too. What made John Paul truly great was that he never did.
There are few people throughout history with the impact and charisma of
John Paul II. Who can forget watching his funeral and seeing world leaders
sitting like little school boys and girls before his coffin, still reverent, still
humble in the presence of this imposing figure with size 13 shoes! But lest
we breeze over the most important details, what made this man of immense shoes truly great was his immense love for every person he encountered.
In “Rise, Let Us Be on Our Way” he wrote, “I don’t like the word ‘crowd,’
which seems too anonymous; I prefer the word ‘multitude.’” Even though
he led the world’s 1 billion-plus Catholics, he didn’t minister to the masses,
but to the individual. He noticed each person in his path. He also reflected
in the same book: “I simply pray for everyone every day. As soon as I meet
people, I pray for them, and this helps me in all my relationships. … I welcome everyone as a person sent to me and entrusted to me by Christ.”
This attention to each person is summed up in an encounter of John Paul
II with San Diego’s Bishop Robert Brom.
Brom’s first meeting with the pope occurred in 1963 during the second session of the Second Vatican Council. Brom was a seminarian at the North
American College and Pope John Paul was the auxiliary bishop of Krakow.
Brom and several classmates were leaving the Church of the Gesu after a visit
there when some Polish seminarians with Bishop Wojtyla were entering. At
that time Brom and his classmates briefly met the man who would thereafter
become the Cardinal Archbishop of Krakow and the first non-Italian pope in
455 years. Subsequently, Brom forgot all about the exchange.
In 1983 after his appointment as bishop of Duluth, Bishop Brom in the
context of his first ad limina visit met Pope John Paul for what he thought
was the first time. However, John Paul, looking into Brom’s face said, “I
think we have met before.” Brom assured the Holy Father that they’d never
met. “I believe we have,” insisted the pope, but Brom was equally sure they
had not. After all, a meeting with the pope isn’t easily forgotten!
Some days later, during the same ad limina visit, the secretary to the Holy
Father, then, Msgr. Stanislaw Dziwisz, now cardinal, approached Bishop
Brom to say, “Don’t argue with the pope, he remembers when he met you.”
“When?” Brom asked.
“In November of 1963 outside the Church of the Gesu in Rome.”
Brom’s memory refreshed, he asked Msgr. Dziwisz, “How can he do that?”
To which Dziwisz explained that for John Paul to meet another person is to
encounter God.
It was only years later in another ad limina visit toward the end of the
pope’s life that John Paul brought up the subject again. One on one he
asked Brom, “How many times have we met, and when was the first time?”
To which Brom responded properly. John Paul slapped the desk and with a
smile said, “Finally you remember!”
Pope John Paul II’s influence, position and impact on the course of history made him a very, very “big deal.” But his superhuman love for each individual he encountered is what made him truly “great.” And it’s that holy
love of God beating in the heart of a man that is about to get him beatified.
It’s not his power, social impact or his charisma as a leader.
It was this superhuman love that enabled this octogenarian with
Parkinson’s wearing a Roman outfit to draw more teens than Justin Beiber.
It’s this love that moved people to tears standing a mile away from him in a
crowd of a million-plus. They felt personally loved because they were.
Here is my confession, which I’m comfortable making because it’s probably yours too: In the midst of my busy life it’s easy for me to forget to tell the
people I love that I love them; to unintentionally let quality family time slip
between my fingers; to forget to call friends; to forget to take care of myself;
to get so caught up in the “tasks” of my work that I don’t have time for the
people my work is serving. It’s so easy to overlook the most important
things in life, namely, the people God has placed around me.
I need to take a lesson from one of the busiest men in history who never
overlooked what mattered most. Blessed Pope John Paul II, help me to be
truly great.
My thanks to Bishop Brom for his help filling in the details of his story!
Speaker and author Christopher Stefanick is director of Youth, Young Adult and
Campus Ministry for the Denver Archdiocese. Visit www.chris-stefanick.com.
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John Paul II being beatified for holiness, not his papacy, speakers say
BY CINDY WOODEN

ROME (CNS)—Pope John
Paul II is being beatified not
because of his impact on history or on the Catholic
Church, but because of the
way he lived the Christian
virtues of faith, hope and love,
said Cardinal Angelo Amato,
prefect of the Congregation
for Saints’ Causes.
“Clearly his cause was put
on the fast track, but the
process was done carefully
and meticulously, following

the rules Pope John Paul himself issued in 1983,” the cardinal said April 1, during a conference at the Pontifical
University of the Holy Cross in
Rome.
The cardinal said the
Church wanted to respond
positively to many Catholics’
hopes to have Pope John Paul
beatified quickly, but it also
wanted to be certain that the
pope, who died in 2005, is in
heaven.
Cardinal Amato said the
sainthood process is one of

A RELAXED
Pope John Paul
II answers
questions from
young people
during a 1987
teleconference
in Los Angeles.
Pope Benedict
XVI approved a
miracle attributed to Pope
John Paul's intercession,
clearing the
way for the late
pope's beatification May 1,
Divine Mercy
Sunday.

CNS PHOTO/JOE RIMKUS JR.

the areas of Church life where
the consensus of Church
members, technically the
“sensus fidelium” (“sense of
the faithful”), really counts.
“From the day of his death
on April 2, 2005, the people of
God began proclaiming his
holiness,” and hundreds, if
not thousands, visit his tomb
each day, the cardinal said. A
further sign is the number of
biographies published about
him and the number of his
writings that are translated
and re-published.
“In the course of a beatification cause, there is the vox
populi,” he said, which must
be “accompanied by the vox
dei (voice of God)—the miracles—and the vox ecclesiae
(voice of the Church),” which
is the official judgment issued
after interviewing eyewitnesses and consulting with historians, physicians, theologians
and Church leaders to verify
the candidate’s holiness.
Beatification and canonization are not recognitions of
someone’s superior understanding of theology, nor of
the great works he or she accomplished,
he
said.
Declaring someone a saint,
the Church attests to the fact
that he or she lived the

Christian virtues in a truly extraordinary way and is a
model to be imitated by others, the cardinal said.
The candidate, he said,
must be perceived “as an
image of Christ.”
Cardinal Amato said, “the
pressure of the public and of
the media did not disturb the
process, but helped it” because it was a further sign of
Pope John Paul’s widespread
reputation for holiness, which
is something the Church requires proof of before it moves
to beatify someone.
Joaquin Navarro-Valls, who
served as Vatican spokesman
under Pope John Paul, told the
conference that the late
pope’s voice, his pronunciation, his use of gestures and
his presence at the altar or on
a stage all contributed to his
success as a communicator.
But the key to his effectiveness was that he firmly believed that each person was
created in God’s image and
likeness, Navarro-Valls said. “I
think this was what attracted
people even more than the
way he spoke.”
People felt he was sincere in
his recognition of their dignity
and of their destiny to be with
God, he said.

“He was a man profoundly
convinced of the truth of
those words in Genesis—’God
made man and woman in his
image and likeness.’ This gave
him optimism even when he
could no longer walk, and
then even when he could no
longer speak,” Navarro-Valls
said.
The Spaniard, a member of
Opus Dei, said he had the
blessing of personally knowing three saints: Josemaria
Escriva de Balaguer, founder
of Opus Dei; Blessed Teresa of
Kolkata; and Pope John Paul.
What all three have in common, he said, was a good
sense of humor, a ready smile
and an ability to laugh.
As for those who question
beatifying Pope John Paul
only six years after his death
and those who say the explosion of the clerical sex abuse
scandal during his pontificate
casts a dark shadow on his
reign, Navarro-Valls said people must remember that beatification is not a judgment on
a pontificate, but on the personal holiness of the candidate.
The key question, he said,
is: “Can we be certain he lived
the Christian virtues in a
heroic way?”
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Game
From Page 1
“Momentum is building—it’s exciting
and our students are very much into
this,” Rabbi Wilhelm said. “But there is
more to it than just the contest. For us
the game takes place just before
Passover and we see this as a way to attract students who might not otherwise
take advantage of the Chabad and what
it has to offer.”
Rabbi Wilhelm said that on the world
stage, sports bring nations together in a
way that nothing else can.
“Look at what happens during the
World Cup, how nations that oppose
each other for political or religious reasons come together in the spirit of com-

Chaput
From Page 2
Others will follow. And that means that
Coloradans who want to ensure and
protect the privileged status of marriage
need to remain actively engaged in the
discussion.
Along with this week’s column (see
Page 2), you’ll find contact information

petition,” he said. “In a way that’s what
we’re doing with our game here—taking
advantage of a ‘rivalry’ that’s been
around for thousands of years to go out
and have fun.”
Father Dave and Rabbi Wilhelm wondered if there might be some political
sensitivity about the event in Boulder,
but there hasn’t been.
“In Boulder, it’s like every religion is
given a fair pop except Judaism and
Catholicism,” Father Dave said. “This
game is a chance for even fringe folks to
be bold about being Jewish or Catholic.
Yes, its competitive and (interfaith), but it
also sends a message: God is not going
away from Boulder anytime soon.”
The basketball game will be held at
Boulder High School gym, 1604
Arapahoe Ave., Boulder.

Services

for the House Judiciary Committee members who voted against civil unions.
Please take the time to contact them,
thank them and encourage them with
your support. And please voice your support for marriage and your opposition to
civil unions in contacting your own state
senator and representative. This is the
kind of issue that can influence the future
for decades. What you think, what you
say and what you do today matters.

Major

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS

Rev. Msgr. Robert Kinkel, V.F., appointed dean for the Western Slope Deanery, effective
March 31, 2011, until Dec. 31, 2011.

The above mentioned priest is also confirmed as representative to the Presbyteral
Council for the respective deanery and for the same term.

From Page 3
April 11: 5:30 p.m.
Holy Name, Steamboat Springs
970-879-0671
April 11: 7 p.m.
St. Louis, Louisville
303-666-6401
April 11: 7 p.m., bilingual
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Boulder
303-442-6158
April 11: 7 p.m.
St. Joseph, Fort Collins
970-482-4148
April 11: 7 p.m., bilingual
St. Nicholas, Platteville

From Page 3
We can wait, then, in joyful anticipation because we KNOW that the
One who promised to take us out of
here is going to do it. He will transfigure all our deaths into something dazzlingly glorious. He will bring us to
meet Our Father, who loves us so

970-785-2143
April 12: 9 a.m., bilingual,
Presentation of Our Lady, Denver
303-534-4882
April 12: 7 p.m.
Christ on the Mountain, Lakewood
303-988-2222
April 12: 7 p.m.
Holy Name, Englewood
303-781-6093
April 12: 7 p.m.
Church of the Risen Christ, Denver
303-758-8826

April 13: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., English and
Vietnamese
Confessions all day
Our Lady of Lourdes, Denver
303-722-6861

much. This year, next year, who cares
how long before the fullness of time
for us arrives. He has promised. He
has written it down. He is coming.
Believe it.
Teresa Major is a member of a
Neocatechumenal Way community at
St. Louis Parish in Englewood. She
lives in Arvada with her husband Jim
and their 12 children.
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The Register: Keeping you connected with the Gospel and the Church
BY ROXANNE KING

In 2008, the Denver Catholic
Register conducted a readership
survey the results of which are
worth sharing again as we wind
down this year’s Join the Mission
stewardship campaign.

Readership survey
The survey, conducted by
Boulder-based Core Insights,
shows that the vast majority of
those who receive the Register
not only read it (92 percent) but
more than half of those getting
the newspaper share it with others (52 percent) and nearly every
reader likes the newspaper’s layout and readability (94 percent),
describing it as “excellent” or
“good.”
Delivered into 90,000 households
in
the
Denver
Archdiocese, the survey shows
that because more than half of
our subscribers pass along each
issue to others, the newspaper’s
net readership goes up to some
135,000 people.
The top three sections of the
newspaper—those read “most”
or “all the time,” according to the
survey—are local news (70 percent), Archbishop Charles
Chaput’s column and the saint’s
profile (both garnered 60 percent), and world and nation
news (57 percent).
“The Denver Catholic Register

reduced the newspaper size.
• At the same time, to decrease
our highest cost which
is postage, we began
changing our delivery
Improvements
system.
Now
the
Since the time of the
Register is delivered to
survey, we’ve made
most
subscribers’
changes to the already
homes via carrier rather
award-winning Register
than by mail.
to further improve it
• The latest developand to be good stew- ROXANNE KING
ment in delivery hapards of our resources.
• In 2009, based on your feed- pened just last month when
back, we redesigned the cover, some subscribers in outlying remaking it less busy. We now gions started receiving their
begin our feature story on the newspaper at their parish.
As media technology grows
front page and in doing so we
added editorial space to the and changes, the Register is alnewspaper. We also redesigned ways seeking innovative ways to
the service directory, making the live out its “irreplaceable” mislistings more standardized so sion—Pope Benedict XVI’s
word—of informing, inspiring
they are easier to read.
• That same year, as a cost- and engaging you with the Good
saving measure, we cut six is- News through the Catholic
sues from the summer publica- press.
tion schedule—since so many of
you are vacationing at that time. Kudos
Our readership survey and
•Additionally, we launched the
first Join the Mission cam- your e-mails, letters, phone calls
paign—which is again currently and in-person remarks to us afunder way—inviting readers firm our mission. Here are a few
who value the Register to volun- comments from some of our
tarily contribute the annual cost readers who are supporting this
of their subscription ($35) or to year’s Join the Mission campaign.
“The DCR keeps me connectpurchase a gift subscription for
ed to our Catholic faith and the
someone they know.
• Last fall, to offer a more vi- world through brilliant combrant publication, we started mentary by the likes of
using brighter paper and color Archbishop Chaput and George
on every page; we also slightly Weigel, as well as other imporis highly-regarded for its scope
and content,” states the survey
summary.

JOIN THE MISSION
Here’s how to join
See the ad/subscription form
on Page 16
Visit
www.DenverCatholicRegister.
org/join
Call 303-715-3215

tant contributors including
Chris Stefanick and an excellent
staff of reporters,” writes novelist
Jo Hardesty Lauter, 64, parishioner at Holy Name Church in
Steamboat Springs.
“The Denver Catholic Register
is an important publication
which gets the local, national and
international news out to the
Denver Catholic community,”
writes Eric Zellweger, 35, parishioner at the Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception.
“Supporting this mission will
hopefully ensure that Catholics
will continue to receive this important publication, which will
keep us all more closely bonded
with our local and the worldwide
Catholic Church. This publication is particularly important for
those who are homebound and
might not otherwise get the
chance to stay closely connected
with the Catholic community.”
“(The Register) lets me know
what’s going on and what’s im-

portant in the Archdiocese of
Denver and in the Catholic
Church throughout the country
and the world,” said Helen
Monares, 74, of Longmont. “I
read it from cover to cover. …
Keep it up. We can’t let it go away,
we have to support it.”
New Register subscriber Teresa
Paul, 48, of Our Lady of Loreto
Church in Foxfield had this to
say: “We hear a lot, ‘Did you read
that in the Register?’ We’re always
hearing about columns that the
archbishop writes and we get lots
of feedback from our Catholic
friends. We’re just really excited to
start receiving the paper and be a
part of these conversations.”

Join the Mission

To all of you who have generously supported the 2011 Join the
Mission the campaign, please accept our deepest thanks.
If you’ve been meaning to join
and haven’t yet, there is still
time. If you join by April 9 we’ll
send you a free gift CD of Lenten
and Holy Week homilies by
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap. To join, see the Join
the Mission ad/subscription
form printed on Page 16, call us
at 303-715-3215 or visit online at
www.DenverCatholicRegister.
org/join. If you cannot make a
donation, don’t worry, you’ll
continue to receive your Denver
Catholic Register for free.
As we close out the editorial
columns for this year’s Join the

See Mission, Page 9
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Book serves as guide to rosary, Mary
BY JOHN GLEASON

A newly published book, written by a former seminary student, is designed to help people
pray the rosary and deepen their
desire to know Scripture.
The book, “Reflection of the
Son: A Scriptural Rosary Book
and Marian Guide” (Spirit of
Leadership, 2011) has all the earmarks of becoming a must-have
for anyone who is looking for a
deeper relationship with Christ.
Now available, “Reflection of
the Son” is packed with information. It covers the basics of the
rosary beginning with the
prayers themselves, how to pray
the rosary, a listing of the 20
mysteries with photographs depicting each event and suggested special intentions. In addition, it has highlights of Pope
John Paul II’s 2002 apostolic letter “Rosarium Virginis Mariae,”
which announced the Year of
the Rosary and introduced the
luminous mysteries. The book
also contains a list of Mary’s appearances in holy Scripture, 50
ways to increase devotion to the
Blessed Mother, a list of Marian
feast days and other suggested
reading.
Tony Frasco is the author. A
former seminary student at St.
John Vianney Theological
Seminary in Denver, today
Frasco is a husband and father
of three sons. He teaches middle
school religion at Magdalen
Catholic School in Wichita, Kan.
Frasco said the idea for the book
came while he was a seminarian
committed to praying the rosary
daily. He understood how the
devotion could become repeti-

Mission
From Page 10

Mission campaign, know that
the Register aims to continue
keeping you connected with the
Gospel and the Church—which

BOOK
Title: “Reflection of the Son”
Author: Tony Frasco
Publisher: Spirit of Leadership
(Centennial, Colo., 2011) 168 pp.
Cost: $15.95

BOOK COVER
tious to some people and wondered what he could do to
change that.
“Our schedule had much time
built in for adoration and contemplative prayer, so it’s no surprise this is where I got the inspiration for the work,” Frasco said.
“For many months I’d get up
early and as I prayed, dozens of
Scripture passages came to me. I
like to call myself the ‘co-author’
of the book because it was really
the Holy Spirit who inspired me
to write the verses down.”
Scriptural rosary aids are
nothing new but Frasco hopes
that his slim volume will help
people not only pray and meditate on the rosary, but to also
read the Bible more. Like a student who suddenly understands
a new concept, Frasco hopes the
same will happen with the
Scripture verses he’s included.
“This can be used by people
it has done faithfully for 111
years—long into the future. We
believe the timeless message of
the Gospel is needed now more
than ever.
Roxanne King is editor of the
Denver Catholic Register.

who don’t know Scripture very
well,” he said.
A unique feature about
“Reflection of the Son” is that it
contains three different sets of
scriptural references for each of
the 20 mysteries: one from the
actual account, the second from
New Testament verses and the
third from the Old Testament.
It’s something Frasco is especially proud of.
“The whole goal of the rosary is
to get to know Jesus on a deeper
level,” he said. “If people can attain that with this aid, that’s more
than I could have hoped for.”
Another feature is photographs of stained glass windows
that show events listed in the
mysteries. “Most of the photos
came from local churches,” said
Steve Hesprich, president of
Spirit of Leadership, which published the book. “We had to go
online to locate others so we
could finish the project.
Something like the Last Supper
is easier to find than say, the
Wedding at Cana or the Baptism
in the Jordan.”
The initial run of “Reflection
of the Son” numbers 750 copies.
Hesprich said some of the proceeds will go to a second run.
Other money will benefit seminaries in Colorado.
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A nun’s story: Benedictine Sister Luitgard
BY ROXANNE KING

She always knew she wanted
to be a nun. But it took years and
many detours before Sister
Luitgard found her monastic
home. Her vocation story is the
stuff of an old Hollywood film.
Now
95,
the
kindly
Benedictine who did mending
for her community and took
care of retreatants for 40 years at
the Abbey of St. Walburga when
it was located in Boulder, today
is herself cared for at Mullen
Home in northwest Denver by
Little Sisters of the Poor.
Her days are spent responding to letters from her sisters at
the abbey, which is now located
in Virginia Dale.
“If I have time,” she clarifies in
a voice that despite decades
here still carries a German accent.
“Sometimes,” she admits with
a soft titter, “I’m too sleepy to
write.”
Her full name is Sister
Luitgard Kussman.
“That’s (pronounced) ‘Koosmon,’” she emphasizes. Gently
laughing she adds, “It means
‘kiss man.’”
Clad in a black Benedictine
habit and veil she sits in a wheelchair in her sunlit room overlooking a wide balcony offering
a view of the Rocky Mountains.
There were mountains near
the village she grew up in outside of Bruchsal, BadenWurttemberg, in West Germany.
“I went often up to the mountains and stood at the window of
the bookstore where they had
holy cards and pictures (of a

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

BENEDICTINE Sister Luitgard Kussman in her room at Mullen Home.
Benedictine abbey) exposed,” where she endured a Siberian
Sister Luitgard recalled. “I winter. She was in her early 20s.
soaked in that whole spiritual Come spring, she got a visa
frame of the Benedictines.”
permitting her entry into
At 15 she read the autobiogra- Manila. Upon her arrival, she
phy of St. Therese of Lisieux, the threw herself into her new
famed Carmelite nun who en- studies and ministry.
tered religious life at that same
“Then came Pearl Harbor,”
age, and determined she would Sister Luitgard said. “In
do likewise. Since her father’s December (1941) we had no
sister was a Benedictine nun in idea what that was. There was
Switzerland, she asked if she such a noise up in the clouds. We
could visit her.
looked up and (the sky) was like
“In the back of my mind was dropping sacks of potatoes. It
the thought, ‘If I go to visit and I was the bombing of Manila by
like it and they like me, then I the Japanese.”
stay!’” she recalled.
During the war she became ill
But it wasn’t to be.
with dysentery then typhoid.
“When I got there I pulled the Expected to die, she received exstring on the bell,” she said. “My treme unction (final anointing).
auntie came—she was the
“The priest … gave me generportress—and at that very mo- al absolution because I could
ment the whole atmosphere barely talk anymore,” she said.
(changed). … I don’t know how “Then, our Lord stepped in.
many spiritual beings were there From that moment on I felt betsaying, ‘No, no, no! That’s not ter.”
where the Lord wants you!’”
A setback occurred when she
She spent the night at the suffered another bout of dysenmonastery and in the morning tery. Once again, health issues
caught the next train bound for forced her to leave her order.
Mariastein Abbey, a popular pilSent to a mountain resort in
grimage site in Switzerland.
Baguio to recover with doctor’s
“There,” she recalled, “I orders to eventually leave the
prayed very hard for the guiding, tropics, there she met an
‘What shall I do now?’”
American family who in time reRemembering that girls from ferred her to a convent of Good
her hometown had entered the Shepherd sisters in San
Missionary Benedictine Sisters Francisco who ran a girls school.
of Tutzing in Bavaria, she wrote After her arrival to California,
to that congregation and was she found herself teaching
quickly accepted. The order sewing again.
began training the now 16-year“This was not my idea,” Sister
old
to
be
a
teacher. Luitgard said, who still felt called
Unfortunately, after a year she to be a monastic.
became so ill she was sent home
“Every Sunday I went to the
and for the next three years she church (down the hill) and said a
attended a sewing school where rosary that the Blessed Mother
she learned to be a seamstress. would help me find a place
However, the call to religious life where I could get back into the
remained.
habit again,” she said.
“I said, ‘I want to go back to
Leaving the church one day,
the convent.’”
she saw a National Catholic
Returning to the congrega- Register with a front page story
tion, she happily taught sewing about the Benedictine Abbey of
to young girls.
St. Walburga in Boulder, whose
“I felt at home and couldn’t motherhouse was in Eichstatt,
wait until the next step up,” Germany.
Sister Luitgard said.
“There was a description of
However, the order needed the Boulder house,” Sister
her in the Philippines to train Luitgard said. “I read it and was
to take over the work of an eld- so thrilled.”
erly religious sister who did
She immediately wrote to the
dentistry. Because World War II Boulder abbey, asking if she
had broken out, she sought to could join them.
enter the Philippines via Korea,
See Luitgard, Page 12
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When your help is refused
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

If you have an aging parent or other
close relative who lives alone, at some
point you may become worried that
he or she is not managing well.
Typically, family members’ concerns
center around one or more of the following: mobility, nutrition, housekeeping, grooming, financial management, medication use, safety, energy
level, mood and mental status of their
senior relative.
No matter how difficult it may to be
to look after their day-to-day needs,
some older adults are reluctant to ask
for help or accept it when offered. The
most common reasons are included
below.
Denial. They have difficulty accepting the reality of aging and the
prospect of increased dependence on
others.
Pride. They don’t want to appear
weak or incompetent.
Discomfort. They don’t like the idea
of strangers coming into their home,
or the role reversal involved in accepting help from younger generations,
particularly their children.
Guilt. They don’t want to worry or
inconvenience their family.
Anxiety. They fear they will be pressured into leaving the comfort of their
home, end up in a care facility and
generally lose control over their life.
Resentment. They perceive concerned family members as critical or
intrusive.
Personality. They have always found
change difficult or been fiercely independent, stubborn or private.
Finances. They are concerned about
the cost of recommended equipment
and services, due to limited means or
frugality.
Cognition. They are in the early
stages of dementia and lack insight
into their needs and capabilities.

Crisis prevention

While a certain degree of reluctance
is to be expected, if your relative continues to resist needed help, they may
experience a crisis that lands them in
the hospital.
How to prevent a crisis from happening?
The approach with your relative depends to some extent on their personality and the nature of your relationship, but here are some general guidelines.
Before talking with your relative, research resources in their community
that may be of help. This way you’ll be
prepared with solutions. Information
can be obtained from the local office
on aging.
Raise concerns gently and gradually. Use “I” statements—for example, “I

notice that ...” or, “I’m worried that ....”
Provide concrete examples.
Emphasize your relative’s abilities
and how these can be supported. A
strengths perspective helps preserve
their self-esteem. Stress that your aim
is to help them remain at home and
maximize their independence.
Organize a family meeting if your
relative denies problems or resists
suggestions. Consider including
someone from outside the family,
such as a trusted physician or a good
friend who shares your concerns. Your
relative may be more receptive to their
input.
If your relative objects to help, gently probe to learn their reasoning.
Listen and respect their point of view.
Be attuned to underlying feelings
(such as sadness or fear), acknowledge
them and demonstrate empathy.
Share brochures or information
from the Internet about medical
equipment or community services
that may be of help. Highlight any that
are free or subsidized.
Focus initially on the least intrusive
options, such as setting up an emergency response system or obtaining
medical equipment.
Acknowledge how uncomfortable it
may initially be to change their habits,
alter their environment or allow
strangers into their home. Remind
them of their resilience, drawing on
past life experiences.
Offer to pay, or contribute to, the
cost of medical equipment, day programs or home services if your relative
has limited income.
If your relative appears physically
unwell or cognitively impaired,
arrange a check-up with their primary physician. If your relative refuses to go or accessibility is an issue,
find out if there’s a geriatric outreach
program that performs in-home assessments.
Bear in mind that choosing not to
follow the recommendations of
healthcare professionals or family
members does not mean a senior is
mentally incompetent.
Recognize, too, that opinions about
what constitutes an acceptable standard of living and quality of life can
vary considerably, and that frail seniors—struggling to maintain control in
the face of declining health, relationship losses or other difficulties—often
have a different perspective from family members.
Since mentally capable seniors have
the right to put themselves at risk, at
some point you may need to agree to
disagree with your relative about what
is best for them, in order to preserve
the relationship.
Lisa M. Petsche is a social worker and
a freelance writer specializing in elder
care.
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Luitgard
From Page 10
“Their answer came back,
‘Come with sack and pack,’” she
said with a laugh. She was 34.
“So I came to Boulder,” Sister
Luitgard said, “and when I came
it was just like coming home.”
The year was 1949. The
Boulder abbey had been founded 14 years earlier as a potential
refuge for the Eichstatt
Benedictines should they need
to flee Hitler’s Germany. By 1997
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the thriving Boulder abbey had
outgrown its facilities and relocated to Virginia Dale.
Three years ago, due to the
level of assisted care she needs,
Sister Luitgard moved to Mullen
Home. She had been at the
abbey for 59 years. But she accepted the move with her characteristic cheerfulness and faith
in God’s providence.
“Here we have a priest, Mass
and all the help I need,” she said.
“It’s very good here.”
The highlight of her days now?
“Mass,” she said with a smile.

Retirement means more time
for ministry for this deacon

H

BY JOHN GLEASON

he recalled. The time was 1974
and they were living in
When it comes to the life of Washington.
Deacon Ronald Michieli, you
In 1989, while still in
have an example of
Washington, Deacon
someone who knows
Michieli and his wife
exactly what he wants
found out about a conto do—and that’s invent in Sterling that
volvement in many
was up for sale.
areas of service.
Without hesitation,
A Colorado native
they bought the buildwho was born and
ing, which they regrew up in the Sterling
named Padua House,
DEACON
area, Deacon Michieli
sold their home in the
RONALD
lived 21 years in
nation’s capital and
MICHIELI
Washington,
D.C.,
moved
back
to
where he worked for three con- Colorado. Three years later they
gressmen, as a lobbyist and as a set up a chapter of the secular
negotiator. In Colorado he has Franciscans. They began with a
served as chairman of the dozen people who started a
Logan County Democratic Party two-year formation process.
and operated an insurance
“We obtained our charter debusiness in Sterling.
gree from Archbishop (now
He and his wife Barbara are Cardinal) Stafford and began
the parents of 10 children, 31 the process of training people—
grandchildren and nine great- getting them interested in the
grandchildren. He retired from Franciscan way of life,” Deacon
his insurance business in Michieli said.
February. But he’s not ready to
Part of Deacon Michieli’s dusit back and enjoy his days. ties with the apostolate was
Rather, an apostolate he has serving as regional minister for
been involved with will now be several states: Colorado, Kansas,
getting much more of his atten- Nebraska, Wyoming, Utah,
tion: in addition to his ministry Nevada and and St. Louis, Mo.
as deacon at St. Anthony Parish He also served as chairman of
in Sterling, Deacon Michieli the apostolate’s Peace and
heads the Center for Applied Justice Committee for eight
Christianity, an organization years.
that trains people in Franciscan
Since 2004, when he was orspirituality.
dained to the diaconate, he has
“My wife and I read about the served as deacon at St. Anthony
National Fraternity of the Parish.
Secular Franciscan Order, a
He manages to fulfill his diagroup of Catholic men and conal ministry at the parish
women who seek to pattern splendidly, according to St.
their lives in the spirit of St. Anthony pastor, Father Robert
Francis, and decided to join up,” Wedow.
Among
Deacon

CENTER FOR
APPLIED
CHRISTIANITY
For more information, call
Deacon Michieli at 970-5220671

Michieli’s diaconal duties is
teaching Scripture: he’s led
more than 215 weeks of
Scripture study.
“To say he does a little bit of
everything around here is an
understatement,”
Father
Wedow said. “Deacon Michieli
is a huge support to the parish.
We have the school, three prisons, four nursing homes and
two other parishes to take care
of and he goes wherever he’s
needed in people’s time of
need.”
Barbara Michieli is very much
involved in her husband’s ministry, the priest added.
Recently, Deacon Michieli
initiated a project called the
Prayer Blanket Ministry, in
which blankets are lovingly and
prayerfully sewn together,
blessed then delivered to terminally ill patients. The fivemonth-old project, now under
the watchful eye of friend
Cynthia Boren, has seen delivery of 60 blankets with more
promised.
“We have ladies who work
putting the blankets together,”
Deacon Michieli said, “and
judging from the material that is
donated to the project and the
donations for thread, we’ll be
doing this for some time.”

450 elders attend Mullen High’s Senior Citizens Prom
Dancing, dresses and the
school prom are what many
high school juniors and seniors are thinking about this
spring. On March 19 at J.K.
Mullen High School in southwest Denver that tradition
took on a different twist when
the school hosted local senior
citizens to celebrate the 18th
annual Senior Citizens Prom.
More than 450 elders attended the event, themed
“Decades, Celebrating 100
Years.” Held inside the
Hutchison Field House on the
school campus, more than
100 Mullen student volunteers
worked to make it a rewarding
multi-generational experience. The school reaches out
to local retirement communities, parishes, grandparents
and senior centers for the invitation list. The event was
free and was funded entirely
through donations. Live
music during the event was
provided by Dave Bell and

PHOTO BY LENA REESE PROVIDED

J.K. MULLEN High School hosted its 18th annual Senior Citizens
Prom on March 19. Above, prom king Andrew Valletri, 96, and
queen Ruth Shepard, 98.
That Great Little Band.
Mullen students presented
a brief fashion show, modeling styles that represent each

of the last 10 decades. Ruth
Shepard, 98, was crowned
queen and Andrew Valletri, 96,
was crowned king.
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Hopkins fans celebrate works of Jesuit poet at Regis U conference

BY KEVIN JONES
CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

The deeply religious poetry
of the Jesuit priest Gerard
Manley Hopkins was the
focus of a conference where
participants praised the 19thcentury poet’s craftsmanship
and environmentalism, saying he and Blessed John
Henry Newman were “revolutionaries in their time.”
“His poetry is beautiful, and
inspiring. It’s full of deep
thought and observation of
nature, and the presence of
God in every living thing and
even in inanimate objects,”
said Richard Austin, an
English-born actor presently
living in Halfmoon Bay,
British Columbia.
Austin, one of the presenters at the international
Gerard Manley Hopkins
Conference, held at Regis
University in Denver March
25-27, said the poet’s work is
particularly important at a
time when mankind appears
to be becoming more devoted
to a “cult of the self” and is
distancing itself from an
“ideal of connection” to God
and spirituality.
Hopkins saw poetry as
“speech purged of dross, like
gold in the furnace,” he told
the Catholic News Agency on
March 26.
The poet’s 1877 work “God’s
Grandeur” focuses on the
beauty of creation. It begins:
“The world is charged with
the grandeur of God. / It will
flame out, like shining from
shook foil; / It gathers to a
greatness, like the ooze of oil /
Crushed.”
Regis University professor
Victoria McCabe told CNA
that the Hopkins Conference
has had 16 meetings, including events at the Gregorian
University in Rome, Oriel
College in Oxford, the
Milltown Park Jesuit Institute
in Dublin and at Gonzaga
University in Spokane, Wash.
The conference launched
after three Catholics, “passionate readers” of Hopkins,
envisioned a gathering of
scholars, poets, students and
parishioners to help widen interest in the poet and to serve
the people of God.
Hopkins, who lived from
1844 to 1889, was born in
England to Anglican parents.
In 1866 he was received into
the Catholic Church by another prominent convert,
Blessed Cardinal John Henry
Newman. Hopkins joined the
Society of Jesus the next year
and was ordained to the
priesthood in 1877.
He spent the last five years of
his life teaching in Dublin at
Newman’s Catholic University
of Ireland, which served Irish

Austin’s album “Back to
Beauty’s Giver,” made in 2003,
contains 27 of Hopkins’
poems. The work is “reckoned
to be the most complete audiobook of Hopkins poetry,”
he added, and “most people
seem to feel that it’s the best.”

PHOTO BY LISA GRECO

GERARD Manley Hopkins, S.J., Conference presenters, left,
Youngmin Kim of Dongguk University and Francis X McAloon,
S.J., of the Jesuit School of Theology at Santa Clara University,
visit at the March 25-27 event at Regis University.
Catholics who had been denied an education.
Conference speaker Jesuit
Father Peter Milward, a professor emeritus of English at
Sophia University in Tokyo,
said Newman and Hopkins
both represent the “second
spring” of Catholicism in
England.
“Newman was great in the
medium of prose, and then
he’s followed by Hopkins in
the medium of poetry. The
two complement each other.”
Both men were “revolutionaries in terms of their time,”
he said. While Newman proposed an “essentially Catholic
spirit” in the Anglican Church,
Hopkins created innovative
poems filled with “deep spiritual inspiration.”
Father Milward cited the
1875 poem “The Wreck of the
Deutschland,” which commemorated a naval disaster
that killed dozens of people, including five Franciscan nuns.
This poem “looks through the
outer appearance of disaster to
the reality of some divine providence at work.”
Hopkins’ poetry is compa-

rable to “the greatest language
of William Shakespeare,” the
priest said.
Regis student Alex Dohn, a
junior studying marketing,
told CNA he likes Hopkins because “he incorporates God in
his poems through nature.”
Dohn echoed a common
theme at the conference.
Jesuit Father Joseph Feeney,
a professor of English at St.
Joseph’s
University
in
Philadelphia, said Hopkins was
“an environmentalist poet.”
“He celebrated nature, he
grieved for the destruction of
nature, and he urged the
preservation of nature.”
One of the poet’s “quite distinctive” perspectives, Father
Feeney said, includes the “interplay between the environment and himself.”
He was “fascinated with the
very shapes of nature,” the
professor added, and had “a
sense of the ‘selfhood’ of a
thing in nature.”
“People normally don’t
transfer selfhood over to individual stones, or individual
dragonflies,” Father Feeney
explained.

GERARD MANLEY HOPKINS
Austin, who performed
Hopkins’ poetry for the conference, emphasized the importance of listening to the
poet’s works.
“You shouldn’t so much
read him, as hear him,” he remarked.
When a performer of
Hopkins has the right pacing,
the poet’s imagery will carry
along the listener “even
though it’s a heightened form
of language and it’s not the
one that he or she would normally be used to listen to.”
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Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045;
Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Lenten Day of Prayer: sponsored by
Catholic Medical Association, at
Mother Cabrini Shrine, 20189
Cabrini Blvd., Golden. Day will include Mass, adoration and confession. Cost is $30. Information on
website, www.denvercma.org.
April 9: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Anointing Of The Sick: followed by
prayer and blessing with relic of St.
Peregrine following Mass at Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Church, 3549
Navajo St., Denver.
April 9: Mass 8 a.m.
Lenten Day Of Reflection: at Sts.
Peter and Paul Church, 3900 Pierce
St., Wheat Ridge. Day will be presented by Deacon Jim Wall.
Attendees are asked to bring a sack
lunch. Call 303-499-6170 for details.
April 9: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Healing Service And Praise Mass: at
Presentation of Our Lady Church,
695 Julian St., Denver.
April 9: 6:30 p.m.
Mission Speaker: Father Robert
White will speak at Masses on behalf of Food for the Poor at St.
Joan of Arc Church, 12735 W. 58
Ave., Arvada.
April 9 - 10
Call To Holiness Parish Mission: at
St. Vincent de Paul Church, 2375 E.
Arizona Ave., Denver. Adoration
with reception to follow. Child care
available. Call 303-744-6119 Ext. 17.
May 1 - 3: 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Lenten Lecture Services: at St.
Elizabeth of Hungary Church, 1060
St. Francis Way, Denver. Check online for information on all Lenten
services, www.stelizabethdenver.
org.
Sundays: Mass 9 a.m.
Lecture 10:30 a.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Holy Family Class Of 1961: to celebrate their 50th reunion in August.
Also a multi-year reunion scheduled
for classes of 1962, ‘63 and ‘64.
Call 303-410-1411 Ext. 1129 for details.
Denver YACHT: (Young Adult
Catholics Hanging out Together) social network for Catholic singles invites all to meet with other
Catholics in metro area at one of
their events. Check it out online at
www.denveryachtclub.webs.com.
Catholic Sports League: signing up
members now. Meet other young
Catholics through sports like flag

football, kickball or bowling.
Information available online at
www.catholicyoungadultsports.com.
Front Range 40 Days For Life: daily
gatherings to pray and hold public
vigil in front of Planned Parenthood
Clinics in metro area during Lent.
Locations and times available online, www.40daysforlife.com.
Daily through April 17
Hopes Springs Eternal: annual
luncheon to benefit Seeds of Hope
Charitable Trust, to be held at
Inverness Hotel, 200 Inverness
Drive West, Englewood. Guests will
be treated to lunch, auction and
program. Ticket information available at www.seedsofhopetrust.org
or by calling 303-715-3186.
April. 7: 10:45 a.m.
Religious Sisters: appreciation
luncheon, sponsored by Denver
Serra Club, to be held at Church of
the Risen Church, 3060 S. Monaco
Parkway, Denver. Event will include
Mass, social hour, luncheon and
drawings. Donations are being accepted, call 303-850-7548 for more
information.
April 9: 11 a.m.
Saturday Dine Out: with Catholic
Singles 40+ at Cinzetti’s Italian
Market, 281 W. 104 Ave. Northglenn.
Call for information 303-759-9312.
April 9: 5 p.m.
Wild West Buffalo Ball: annual fund
raiser for Bishop Machebeuf High
School will be held at National
Western Complex, 4655 Humboldt
St., Denver. Call 303-344-0082 Ext.
22 for ticket information.
April 9: 6 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Monthly Social For CLAY: Catholic
Life and You will welcome
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., this month. All are welcome to attend, enter through west
entrance at Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St. Denver.
April 10: 8 p.m.
Passion For Purity Program: for
Catholic mothers and daughters
(age 13 - 16) to be held at Bonfils
Hall, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Cost is $20 per family. Call 303758-6374 for reservation information.
April 10: 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Opera Recital: to celebrate the
150th anniversary of Italy’s unification to be held at 12755 W. Cedar
Drive, Lakewood. Tickets are $15
and for more information call 303986-8032.
April 10: 3 p.m.

Seeds Of Hope: sponsoring tour of
Blessed Sacrament Grade School,
1973 Elm St., Denver. Call 303-7153127 for more information.
April 12: 19:30 a.m.
Is There Love Left In Marriage: to
be the subject of seminar at St.
Frances Cabrini Church, 6673 W.
Chatfield Ave., Littleton. Call 303953-7766 for more information.
April 13: 7 p.m.
Get Tickets Now: for Hard Hat &
High Heels benefit gala for St.
Anthony Hospital, an evening of
dinner, entertainment and silent
auction with dinners, getaways and
dream experiences going to the
highest bidder. Ticket information
available by calling 303-629-4446
or online at www. stanthonyheal
thfoundation.org.
April 15: 6 p.m.
Craft And Bake Sale: sponsored by
Holy Family Altar and Rosary
Society at parish center, 4380
Utica St., Denver. Handmade items,
baked goods and jellies all up for
sale, or take a chance on a raffle.
April 16: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
April 17: 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Boardwalk Bash: is the theme of
38th annual Lark 2011 benefit for
Regis Jesuit High School. The
event includes Mass, dinner as well
as live and silent auctions. Call
303-269-8040 for complete details.
April 16
Invitation For Women: age 18 - 30
to come and discover Salesian Way
Of Life at Our Lady of the Snows
Convent, 2403 Marlborough Place,
Colorado Springs. Call 719-6324463 for more information.
April 17 and May 22:
1 p.m. - 5 p.m.
St. Mary’s Academy: announces the
2011 Picnic at Palazzo Gala to benefit the school tuition assistance
fund. Auctions, entertainment and
food. The event will be held at
Palazzo Verdi, 6363 S. Fiddler’s
Green Circle, Greenwood Village.
Call 303-762-8300 for more information.
April 29: 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Celebrate 10th Anniversary: of
North Metro Catholic Singles at
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
Center, 11385 Grant Drive,
Northglenn. Admission is $15 per
person. Call 303-371-7923 for more
details.
April 30: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Annual Tiger Gala: to benefit Holy
Family High School will be held
again this year at the Omni Hotel,
500 Interlocken Blvd., Broomfield.
Call 303-410-1411 Ext. 1129 for more
information.
April 30
Come Find Out About: the St.
Vincent de Paul Society and explore
spiritual, service and social opportunities at your local chapter. Get
acquainted event in basement of

Cathedral Basilica of Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St., Denver.
Call 720-252-3729 for details.
May 6: 7:30 p.m.
Celebrate Cinco De Mayo: at
Annunciation Parish festival, 3536
Lafayette St., Denver. Games, food,
face painting and entertainment for
the family. Call 303-295-2515 for
more information.
May 7: noon - 7 p.m.
Summer Fun And Sun Dance: at St.
Thomas More Parish, 8035 S.
Quebec St., Centennial. $15 admission includes food, beverage and
entertainment. No jeans allowed.
May 21: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Calling All Alumni: of St. Francis de
Sales High School class of 1961.
Plans are in the works for your
50th reunion to be held next fall.
More information is available by
emailing greatgrannyjudy@aol.com.
Sept. 16- 18

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Courage: a spiritual support group
for men and women who have homosexual tendencies and who desire to live a chaste Christian life.
Confidential. Call Father Dan Norick
at 720-434-2638 for detail.
Beginning Experience Weekend: for
widowed, separated or divorced individuals at Mother Cabrini Retreat
House, 20189 Cabrini Blvd., Golden.
Cost is $220. Call 303-255-8990 for
more information.
April 8 - 10
Come And See Retreat: for single
women interested in learning more
about religious life. Sponsored by
Carmelite Sisters of the Most
Sacred Heart of Los Angeles. Call
626-300-8938 for location.
April 8 - 10
Facilitator Training: for ENDOW
(Educating on the Nature and
Dignity of Women) at JPII Center,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Cost is
$45. Call 303-715-3291 for registration information.
April 30: 9 a.m - 4 p.m.
Explore The Gospel Of Matthew: at
one-day seminar at Sacred Heart of
Mary Church, 6739 S. Boulder Road,
Boulder. Registration is $39 ($49
after April 15) which includes lunch.
Call 715-3260 to register.
April 30: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Mark Your Calendar: for the annual
Rocky Mountain Men’s Conference
to be held at Pikes Peak Center, 190
S. Cascade Ave., Colo. Springs. Call
719-531-0738 for more information
on this event.
May 7
EnCOURAGE: support group for parents of children who have homosexual tendencies. For more information, call Father Dan Norick at
720-434-2638.
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