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Sacrificium: A Lenten reminder
BY JOHN GLEASON

CNS PHOTO/BOB ROLLER

Colorado
Knights to host
Supreme
Convention
PAGE 2
RADIO

KPIO in danger
of going off
the air
PAGE 3

It’s inching closer. March 9 is
Ash Wednesday, which will mark
the beginning of Lent, the penitential season when Catholics
prepare themselves for Easter.
From the time we’re children,
Catholics are taught that Lent is
a time of additional prayer, fasting, repentance and charity.
Often, we “give something up.”
And as any child can tell you,
many times the sacrifice made
with fervor at the beginning of
Lent can be difficult to maintain
as time goes on.
“Oh, there is a lot enthusiasm
on Ash Wednesday,” agreed
Father Randy Dollins, parochial
vicar at St. Mary Parish in Frisco.
“Much more than there is by the
fourth Sunday of Lent.”
This year the archdiocesan
Office of Liturgy is offering an
aid to remind parishioners of
the sacrifice they’re attempting
to make and the reason they’re
making it. The project is called
“Sacrificium”
(“Sacrifice”).
Developed and put into practice last year by Father Dollins,
the project consists of a promise card, upon which people
write what they intend to give
up for Lent; a personal reminder card which spells out
the fasting, abstinence and sacrifices the person will do; and a
black band imprinted with the
word, “Sacrificium,” which the
person wears on their wrist
throughout Lent.
Father Dollins said the idea
came to him while he was
parochial vicar at St. Michael
Church in Craig.
“It was really the confluence
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TONY SCHOENBERGER of the archdiocesan Office of Liturgy models a wristband with the word
“Sacrificium,” Latin for “sacrifice.” The wristbands with accompanying promise and reminder
cards are being offered to parishes and individuals through the Office of Liturgy this Lent to help
people be faithful to their Lenten observance.
of two ideas,” he said. “It occurred to me that everyone loves
to receive ashes. Even those who
don’t attend Mass regularly
come to church to get ashes—
and people love to receive palms
on Palm Sunday. So I thought
there might be something we
could give them that would be a
reminder of those ashes during
the whole season of Lent.”
Pointing out how the popularity of wrist bands never seems to
wane, Father Dollins decided a
black band (symbolizing the
color of ashes) stamped with the
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Craig, Holy Family in Meeker, St.
Ignatius in Rangely and Holy
Name in Steamboat. Response
was so great that parishes ran
out of wristbands. Word of the
success of the program spread
and the Office of Liturgy announced that this Lent they
would provide wristbands to
any parish in the archdiocese
that would like to participate.
“This year we have 100,000
bracelets
available,”
said
Deacon Chuck Parker, Office of
Liturgy director. “We sent out

See Sacrificium, Page 9
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Latin word for sacrifice, would
be the perfect prompt.
“I wanted a bilingual bracelet
and thought the official language of the Church would work
for both Spanish- and Englishspeaking parishioners,” he said.
“The psychology is that you are
not in it alone. It is a constant reminder of the practices of fasting and abstinences that you
and every other Catholic are
doing during Lent.”
The card and wristband project was initiated last year in several parishes: St. Michael in
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C. 69 - C. 156 / Feast - Feb. 23
This disciple of St. John the Apostle was appointed bishop of Smyrna (now Izmir, Turkey), perhaps
by John. Representing the Asia Minor churches,
he went to Rome about 155 to discuss when to
celebrate Easter. The result was that the Eastern
and Western churches continued to calculate the
date as before. Shortly after his return, Polycarp
was arrested and urged to renounce God. He refused and was sentenced to be burned alive. When the flames did not harm him, he was
killed by a sword, as recounted in an early Christian document.
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Who we are is what
we give to others
All adult Catholics are teachers. That’s one of our mandates as
believers. And like never before in history, we need to be people
rooted in the Church and faithful to her teachings. In an age of
confusion, the Church is our only reliable guide. Through her, it’s
our job to form our children and ourselves in the truth that will
make us genuinely free.
Most of us know C.S. Lewis
CONFERENCE
as the author of “The
Chronicles of Narnia” or
When: 8 a.m.-4 p.m. March 11
“The Screwtape Letters.” But
and 8 a.m.-5 p.m. March 12
he was a teacher as well as a
Where: Colorado Convention
writer—and in his lectures,
Center, 700 14th St., Denver
he often described God as a
sculptor. For Lewis, the sufCost: $65 one day; $85 two days
fering in a person’s life has a
Register: www.lcfcdenver.org
special meaning, which is
Q
uestions: Email lcfc@arch
echoed again and again in
den.org or call 303-715-3260
Scripture.
Proverbs tells us, “Do not
despise the Lord’s discipline or be weary of his reproof, for the
Lord reproves him whom he loves, as a father the son in whom he
delights” (3:11-12). And the Letter to the Hebrews reminds us that
in suffering, “God is treating you as sons, for what son is there
whom a father does not discipline?” (12:7).
Suffering is a tool. God uses it to shape each of us into the saints
he wants us to be. God sees the shape of our holiness in the marble of our humanity. Then He cuts away the stone of sin to free us.
It’s a great metaphor. Anyone who has seen Michelangelo’s
sculpture of the Pieta knows exactly what Lewis meant. The figures of Jesus and Mary have a living humanity. The smoothness of
the skin, the elegance of the limbs, the sorrow on Mary’s face—
these things are so real that we can forget they came from a slab
of marble. The sculptor saw the beauty in the stone … and he set
it free with a hammer and a chisel. Nobody remembers the hammer blow; that was over in an instant. They’re too moved by the
beauty of the results. The beauty lasts forever.
Now, people aren’t blocks of stone. They’re living tissue, with the
freedom and dignity of children of God. And teachers aren’t chisels and hammers. Or at least they shouldn’t be. They are active,
cooperating agents in God’s plan, not merely his instruments. But
we can still draw some lessons from the sculptor and his work.
First, the great sculptor is motivated by love, not merely technical skill. The sculptor loves the beauty and the truth he sees
locked in the stone. In the same way, the great teacher loves the
possibilities for beauty and truth—the hint of the image of God—
she sees in the face of her students.
Next, the great sculptor has a passion for his work and a confidence in his vision. In like manner, no Catholic catechist, teacher
or parent can form another person in the faith without a passion
for the Gospel, a personal zeal for Jesus Christ, and an absolute
confidence in the truth of the Church and her teaching. No
teacher can give what she doesn’t have herself. If you yourself
don’t believe, then you can only communicate unbelief. If I’m not
faithful myself, then I will only communicate infidelity. Who we
are, is part of the formation we give to others.
On March 11-12, priests, catechists, teachers and parents from
around the Archdiocese of Denver and beyond will come together
for our annual “Living the Catholic Faith Conference.” With its
theme of “Go and bear fruit that will remain,” our 2011 gathering
will offer all of us an opportunity to refresh our spirit and deepen
our skills in teaching and preaching the Catholic faith.
The speakers, again this year, are simply extraordinary: biblical
scholar Scott Hahn, New York’s engaging and high energy
Archbishop Timothy Dolan, Father Robert Barron of the outstanding “Catholicism” and “Word on Fire” projects, and many
others. The topics—both English and Spanish—will challenge
your intellect and feed your soul.
Remember: Who we are, is part of the formation we give to others. In deepening our own faith, the more effectively we can share
it with others. That’s something we all need. So you can be sure I’ll
be there. I hope you will be too.
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Knights to host Supreme
Convention in Denver
BY JOHN GLEASON

The Knights of Columbus in
Colorado are preparing to roll
out the red carpet when they
host the 2011 Supreme
Convention Aug. 2-4 in
Denver.
Last
year’s
Supreme
Convention was held in
Washington. The Convention
draws Knights and clergy, including bishops and cardinals, from across the world.
Local
organizers
said
Supreme
Knight
Carl
Anderson will preside over the
meetings.
Founded in 1882, the
Knights of Columbus is the
world’s largest Catholic fraternal service organization with
more than 1.8 million members.
Roger Muller, secretary for
the Colorado Council, is
chairman of the Supreme
Convention committee. He
said local organizers are putting in overtime to make sure
everything is ready when the
doors to the convention open
this summer.
“The last time Colorado
Knights played host to the
event was in 1984,” he said.
“Colorado Knights are responsible for entertainment,
hospitality and transportation during the convention;
we want to showcase the
state. This is not just an
event put on by the Denver
area. We have help from
councils from all over
Colorado and adjoining
states.”
Price Hatcher, co-chair of
the Supreme Convention
committee,
said
that
Colorado Knights and their
families will host, among others, tours of the Air Force
Academy, Rocky Mountain
National Park, the Stations of
the Cross in San Luis and the
Cabrini Shrine.
“There will be a benefit golf
tournament on the Monday
before the convention at the
Arrowhead Golf Course near
Roxborough Park, so there is
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS lead a procession outside the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception in this file
photo. The Colorado Knights will host the Supreme
Convention in Denver Aug. 2-4. Last year’s convention was
held in Washington.
fun for all,” Hatcher said.
Muller said the convention
is expected to draw some
2,500 Knights.
“It’s not unusual for as
many as 200 priests to attend,” he said. “Past events
have attracted up to 40 bishops and seven cardinals.”
The three-day event will include Mass, socializing, presentations, elections of officers and other house-keeping

activities,
according
to
Muller.
“The agenda includes business meetings to consider any
changes in by-laws,” he said.
“We’ll have an awards ceremony to recognize the jurisdictions and councils that
have gone above and beyond
in service to their communities and we’ll be acknowledg-

See Knights, Page 9
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KPIO in danger of going off the air
BY JOHN GLEASON

An S-O-S is being sent out—a
call to listeners of Catholic radio
programming across northern
Colorado to “Save Our Station.”
It’s a desperate plea coming
from the studio of KPIO 1570AM in Loveland, Colo.
In 2008 Catholic radio returned to the airwaves in the
Archdiocese of Denver. From its
studio in Loveland, KPIO became a beacon for those who
wished to hear the “good news.”
An affiliate of the EWTN Global
Catholic Radio Network, KPIO
offers nationally syndicated programming
that
includes
Catholic world news, Scripture
study, apologetics and prayer.
Today, less than three years
after KPIO began broadcasting,
the station is in danger of being
turned off. According to Jim
O’Laughlin, founder and president of Catholic Radio Network
which owns a total of seven
radio stations in three states, the
station has been in a financial
struggle from the very beginning.
“The holder of our note was
very fair with us,” O’Laughlin

TO HELP
Pray and fast
To donate: call 970-669-8000
or 1-877-630-1090

told the Denver Catholic Register
by phone from his office in
Excelsior Springs, Mo. “We had a
good interest rate, very fair as
business loans go, but by the
end of the first year we just
weren’t bringing in the cash we
needed.”
O’Laughlin said the company
was able to negotiate several extensions, but finally a notice of
foreclosure arrived at the studio
offices on Feb. 11. KPIO is on its
last leg.
“We need some sort of answer
to give our bank by March 1 or
KPIO will go off the air,” he said.
“It’s not going to be easy. The
grand total of the mortgage is
$790,000.”
O’Laughlin said there isn’t
enough time to organize a radiothon. What they are doing instead is making a direct plea—
announcing on the air every
hour the dire situation KPIO is in.

“This is a last ditch appeal to
our listeners,” he said.
Each of the seven stations in
the Catholic Radio Network operates independently. That is,
they all have to meet their financial obligations. Two years ago, a
similar situation happened at
one of the company’s other stations—financial woes threatened to shutter the station.
What it came down to, according to O’Laughlin, was spelling
out to the listeners what the
problem was and what was
needed to correct it.
“Our station in Kansas City
was in trouble,” he said. “We
gave it to the listeners straight
and they came through. Today,
the station is paying its bills and
remains on the air. That’s what
we hope will happen here.”
A plea e-mailed to listeners
last week urges them to pray and
fast for the station during this
challenging time.
Anyone who would like to
help in keeping KPIO on the air
can make a pledge by either calling the station in Loveland at
970-669-8000 or by contacting
Catholic Radio Network at 1877-630-1090.

Beware Hollywood, meet Holy Wood

BY JOHN GLEASON

Hollywood! Even the name
piques interest—a place where
dreams and fortunes can be
made and fame beckons to
those who want it.
The reality, and anyone who’s
ventured to California in search
of a career on the silver screen
knows this, is that the cradle of
the movie industry can chew
you up without a second
thought.
Max Espinosa has firsthand
knowledge of what the movie industry can do to the star- struck
individual. He has worked in the
entertainment industry for
decades and has seen many
come West for their big break,
sometimes with sad consequences.
Espinosa is the director of operations of Holy Wood Acting
Studio. Located in Culver City,
Calif., the studio aims to help
young performers hone their
craft while at the same time, assisting them in keeping their values straight. The mission of the
institution is to turn out actors
who will lead the way toward a
moral center for the movie and
television industry.
The school’s mission statement begins with a line from
Pope John Paul II’s Letter to
Artists.
“Remember,” urged the pontiff who was himself an actor
and playwright, “that you,
artists, are the custodians of
beauty in the world.”

HOLY WOOD
ACTING STUDIO
Contact information
Online: www.holywoodacting
studio.com
E-mail: contact@holy
woodactingstudio.com
Call: 310-428-6165

The school’s mission statement says it strives to turn out
graduates who will make a difference in the world. On its
website, the studio also quotes
Pope Benedict XVI.
“Faith takes nothing away
from your genius or art,” the
pope said, “on the contrary, it
exalts them and nourishes
them.”
Conservatively, Espinosa estimates there are 3 million people looking for work as actors in
Southern California. It’s a tenuous career choice at best. And
most who attempt it eventually
either find work in other fields
or return home wondering
what happened. Others who
have found success sometimes
find the price of fame is high,
and that price can be personal
values, family and even God.
“I see these people as needing balance in their life,” he told
the Denver Catholic Register by
phone. “I want them to realize
that, although it’s good to pursue a goal with energy, there are
bigger priorities in life than just

winning awards and being recognized.”
Classes at Holy Wood, which is
slated to open March 28, will be
consistent with the finest acting
schools in the area, according to
Espinosa.
“In addition to acting, we’ll
have classes on leadership, personal growth and development
and health and fitness,” he said.
“We want to train people in their
craft, but also to not be influenced by the industry. To have
them lead by example rather
than follow and to know that real
balance in their lives will come,
not from the entertainment industry, but from God.”
Denver native Ted Kuenz has
been performing since he was a
teen. After studying acting at the
University of Colorado, he went
to California to try his luck.
Today, he lives in Denver and
continues to act, boasting a long
list of movie, television and stage
credits. He said the pull of the
acting profession can be very
strong and it’s not unusual to go
into it with blinders on.
“It’s a need for acceptance,” he
said. “The creative person will
try to mold things in their life but
they also need recognition for
that work. I’ve seen people sell
themselves out for fame—and I
don’t know that it’s helped them
achieve what they want.”
Not everyone sells their soul
to the devil, but Holy Wood was
created for those who want help
keeping themselves on track.

See Holy Wood, Page 10
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Meet the DCR staffers: Part 2
In honor of Catholic Press
Month here are brief profiles of
the Denver Catholic Register’s
general manager and the advertising and marketing staffers.
Read about the editorial staffers
in last week’s issue or online at
www.archden.org/index.cfm/ID
/5505.
Name:
Jeanette R.
DeMelo
Parish: Holy
Ghost

DCR service:
5 years
Job:
Archdiocesan director of communication/DCR general manager

Most memorable DCR experience
As general manager, my role
often requires me to look at the
Register from the big picture perspective and offer direction to
our staff. The Register staff is a joy
to me—they are creative,
thoughtful and dedicated. My
most memorable experience
happened very early in my time
at the Register. I got to play the
part of a Register reporter at the
ordination of Bishop Walker
Nickless. It was so much fun to
take off the GM hat for a little
while and go back to my roots as
a reporter and tell the story of
that wonderful event.
Favorite Scripture verse
“Rejoice in the Lord always. I
shall say it again: rejoice! Your
kindness should be known to all.
The Lord is near. Have no anxiety
at all, but in everything, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving,
make your requests known to
God. Then the peace of God that
surpasses all understanding will
guard your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus” (Phil 4:4-7).
Favorite saint
St. Therese of Lisieux. Her
“Little Way” teaches me what it
means to love in all things at all
times. She once described herself as God’s little bouncy ball
and she was happy to bounce up
and down at his pleasure. That
image is an inspiration to me
and encourages me to pray that I
might accept all the ups and
downs of my own life with such
humility, joy and love.

not as large of an organization as
some newspapers so each individual has to wear multiple hats.
They do so happily and in a productive fashion. Beyond the
people I work with, my favorite
experience has been trying to
find better, higher quality, more
efficient and cost-effective ways
for us to sell for and produce the
Denver Catholic Register.
Favorite Scripture verse
“Everyone to whom much is
given, of him will much be required” (Lk 12:48b). This verse
helps remind me when I am
frustrated, having a difficult time
or feel there is an injustice in my
life that I need to offer that up to
God and persevere without
complaint or wonder, allowing
him to work on me through the
situation while trying to absorb
what he is revealing to me so
that I may grow into whom I am
called to be as a Christian. It also
reminds me of my responsibility
and obligation toward God to
use my gifts and talents productively to glorify him by being a
good Christian, raising a respectful family, and participating frequently in the sacramental life of the Church.
Favorite saint
I have several but I think St.
Augustine is my favorite. He was
highly intelligent and provided
many of the insights and reflections on the truths of our faith
that have become staples in literature and theology. I can identify with his unwillingness to
convert as well as his basic pride
and stubbornness in seeking the
gratification of his desires—intellectual, physical and spiritual—in ways that were centered
on him more so than on objective truth. What I admire most
about St. Augustine is that he always sought the truth and followed where it led him, which
ultimately and authentically can
only be the truth in Jesus Christ.
Like most of us, he had to take
the long road to realize that he
wasn’t God. Once he surrendered fully to God, he helped
transform the world for Christ by
diffusing and defeating several
prominent heresies of his time.
That gives me hope.
Name: Chris
Nearing

Name: Chad
Andrzejewski

Parish: Notre
Dame

Parish:
Immaculate
Heart of Mary

DCR service: 1
year

DCR service:
3 years
Job:
Advertising manager

Most memorable DCR experience
The people: Really great people work here and it is essentially like an extended family.
Comparatively by scale, we are

Job:
Display ad
sales representative

Most memorable DCR experience
Each and every day is memorable!
Favorite Scripture verse
There are many to be sure. I really like this simple yet com-

See Staffers, Page 5
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Clarifying ‘double effect’
The recent controversy over the termination of a pregnancy
at Phoenix’s St. Joseph’s Hospital, which Phoenix bishop
Thomas Olmstead determined to have been a direct abortion
and thus a grave moral evil, has generated a secondary controversy over the meaning of the Church’s traditional moral principle of “double effect.” Some have argued—mistakenly, in my
view—that what was done in Phoenix satisfied the classic double effect criteria of Catholic moral theology
The National Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia, an
indispensable source of Catholic information and analysis on
bioethical and medical ethical issues, recently issued a statement on the Phoenix case. The statement clarified the doubleeffect issue in language that people without any special training
in moral theology or moral philosophy can understand, and is
worth quoting at length:
“The principle of double effect in the Church’s moral tradition teaches that one may perform a good action even if it is
foreseen that a bad effect will arise only if four conditions are
met: 1) The act itself must be good. 2) The only thing that one
can intend is the good act, not the foreseen but unintended bad
effect. 3) The good effect cannot arise from the bad effect; otherwise, one would do evil to achieve good. 4) The unintended
but foreseen bad effect cannot be disproportionate to the good
being performed.
“This principle has been applied to many cases in health
care, always respecting the most fundamental moral principle
of medical ethics, primum non nocere, “first, do no harm.”
“The classic case of a difficult pregnancy to which this principle can be applied is the pregnant woman who has advanced
uterine cancer. The removal of the cancerous uterus will result
in the death of the baby but it would be permissible under the
principle of double effect.
“One can see how the conditions would be satisfied in this
case: 1) The act itself is good; it is the removal of a diseased
organ. 2) All that one intends is the removal of the diseased
organ. One does not want the death of the baby, either as a
means or an end. Nonetheless, one sees that the unborn child
will die as a result of the removal of the diseased organ. 3) The
good action, the healing of the woman, arises from the removal
of the diseased uterus, not from the regrettable death of the
baby which is foreseen and unintended. 4) The unintended and
indirect death of the child is not disproportionate to the good
which is done, which is saving the mother’s life.”
In the wake of the Phoenix case, other Catholic hospitals
have been asked what they would do in the rare and wrenching
circumstance where continuing a pregnancy would put the
lives of both mother and child at risk. The first answer usually
given is the correct one: “We would try to save both lives.” But
some have gone on to give a further answer: “But if that were
impossible, we would save the life we could save”—by means,
one assumes, of terminating the pregnancy.
This is not right. It violates the bedrock principle of “first, do
no harm.” There is no moral casuistry that can justify doing the
“harm” that is the intentional taking of an innocent human
life—period. Attempts to justify termination in such circumstances by redefining the act of termination border on the
Orwellian, further confusing the public discussion. (Recent horror stories from the Philadelphia abortuary should have taught
us where the language of euphemism leads.) Furthermore,
“we’ll save the life we can save” does not meet the standards of
the principle of double effect, as outlined above.
The Catholic Church is one of the last major institutions defending the Hippocratic principle that the true physician’s first
responsibility is to “do no harm.” Attempts to chip away at that
Catholic commitment—by public authorities untutored in the
meaning of religious freedom, or by theologians and philosophers advancing speculative views detached from clinical reality—damage the common good and impede the building of a
culture of life.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper
of the Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Feb. 27: Eighth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Isaiah 49:14-15
• Psalm 62:2-3, 6-9
• 1 Corinthians 4:1-5
• Matthew 6:24-34
Synopsis: This week’s readings are not hard to understand, but they are hard to do,
for who is not worried about
something? The first reading
comes from that part of Isaiah
called “the book of consolation,” which was written during
the Babylonian Captivity when
the people of God had plenty to
worry about. Dispossessed of
everything that was familiar, it
was a time of great sadness and
uncertainty. Jerusalem was in
ruins and the hope of ever returning to the Promised Land
was gone. The first verse expresses Israel’s hopelessness:
“God has forsaken us!” But the
Lord consoles them, saying, “I
will never forget you.” In the
second reading Paul refers to
himself as a “steward of the
mysteries of God.” At the beginning of the letter Paul had
responded to criticisms directed at him and factionalism,
which threatened to divide the
Church. Certain groups didn’t

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Trivia: Catholics in
comic books
In 1938 Superman first appeared in a comic book. Later,
during the “Golden Age” of
comic books in the 1950s and
‘60s, superheroes dominated
comic storylines. As the new superheroes emerged from Marvel
and DC Comics sometimes the
superheroes’ religious affiliations would be suggested. These
DC superheroes were Catholic:
Batman’s sidekick Robin, and
the Green Lantern. Perhaps
even Lois Lane, Superman’s girlfriend and later his wife. Marvel
Comics Catholic superheroes
included: Night Crawler of XMen; Daredevil of X-Men;
Shamrock and The Hulk (Dr.
Bruce Banner). Perhaps these
comic characters were not always the best practicing
Catholics, some were lapsed altogether, and some were even

respect his authority and denigrated his ministry. But as a
“steward” Paul had been given
special responsibility for the
Church in Corinth. This week’s
Gospel reading contains one of
the most beloved passages in
the Bible. In it Jesus tells his disciples “do not worry about your
life; what you shall eat, what
you shall wear, etc.” He begins
by telling them that they cannot serve two masters; a statement that echoes the first commandment. “Mammon” was a
euphemism for money. Here it
is personified as a “master” and
in that sense acts like a false
god and an idol. Putting one’s
faith in something other than
God only leads to misery and
despair. Jesus therefore exhorts
us to “seek first the kingdom of
God.”
Key verse: “Only in God is my
soul at rest; from him comes
my hope” (Ps 62:6).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “God does not abandon his creatures to themselves. He not only gives them
being and existence, but also,
and at every moment, upholds
and sustains them in being, enables them to act and brings
them to their final end.
Recognizing this utter dependence with respect to the
Creator is a source of wisdom
and freedom, of joy and confidence. Jesus asks for childlike
downright evil. Catwoman
(Selina Kyle) was raised Catholic,
yet she was one of Batman’s adversaries. Just goes to show that
the “Cafeteria Catholic” has
been around a long time!
Al Hooper
Denver

Secular greetings
Thanks, George Weigel, for
commenting on some problems we currently encounter
when we enter the sacred
space of our churches (“The
chattering classes are us,” Jan.
19 Denver Catholic Register). I
have only one more to add.
Why have the last words we
hear from a priest after the final
blessing at Mass often become,
“Have a nice day!” I have just finished praising God, worshipping God, thanking God, listening to his word in Scripture, and
receiving Jesus in the Eucharist. I
have received many graces and
a beautiful blessing. I have been
told to go in peace and spread

abandonment to the providence of our heavenly Father
who takes care of his children’s
smallest needs” (No. 301; 305).

Pope Benedict XVI: “It is in
times of pain that the ultimate
questions about the meaning of
one’s life make themselves
acutely felt. If human words
seem to fall silent before the
mystery of evil and suffering,
and if our society appears to
value life only when it corresponds to certain standards of
efficiency and well-being, the
word of God makes us see that
even these moments are mysteriously ‘embraced’ by God’s
love” (“The Word of the Lord,”
106).

Life application: Anxiety,
stress, and apprehension about
the future rob us of peace. Now
more than ever we need to take
God’s word to heart: “Only in
God is my soul at rest; from
him comes my hope.” Only the
Prince of Peace can give that
peace which the world cannot
give. Abandoning ourselves to
the providence of our heavenly
Father, as Jesus did, isn‘t easy.
But when we do, we are freed
from fear and worry.

James Cavanagh is director of
Evangelization and Catechesis
for Metro-area Parishes of the
Denver Archdiocese. Cavanagh’s
column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register.

the word of God. I don’t see how
the day could get any better.
Ending it all with “Have a nice
day!” is trite, secular and out of
place. It is not part of the Mass
proper. If he desires, the priest
can always wish us a nice day as
he greets us after the Mass and
outside the sacred space of the
church.
Mary Loy
Littleton

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize that
the opinions expressed in letters to the
editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation or libelous
statements will not be printed. Unsigned
letters will not be printed. Letters may
be edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-7152045. E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Feb. 24-25: “Building a Culture of Life” prolife gathering, Diocese of Fargo, N.D.
Feb. 27: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
March 1: “The American Experience of Religious Freedom,” Berkley Center for Religious, Peace and World
Affairs, Georgetown University

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Feb. 25: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Augustine Institute board meeting, (1 p.m.); Andrew dinner for
vocations, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Littleton (6 p.m.)
Mar. 1: St. Anthony Summit Medical Center tour and visit, Frisco (12:30 p.m.)
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Staffers
From Page 3
manding verse from John 14:6—Jesus said
to him, “I am the way and the truth and
the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.”
Favorite saint
Wow, there are so many amazing saints
to choose from! I’d have to say St. Maria
Goretti. Her story is incredibly powerful.
At the tender age of 12 she gave her life
rather than sacrifice her beliefs. While she
lay dying in a hospital bed she forgave the
young man who brutally attacked her. For
the youth of today I cannot think of a better role model than St. Maria Goretti.
Name: Linda Engel
Parish: Our Lady of
Fatima

DCR service: 1 year
Job: Advertising sales –
Service Directory and
specialty ads (St.
Valentine’s Day, celebra-

tions, obituaries)

Most memorable DCR experience
It’s hard to choose just one experience.
I really enjoy my job here—my co-workers, the work environment and the advertisers are all wonderful. I feel truly blessed
to be able to contribute to the DCR. I pray
for our advertisers—that they will get
business from their ads and that our
readers will be pleased with their service.
I have personally used many of the advertisers in the Service Directory and have
never been disappointed.
Favorite Scripture verse
“Fear not, stand firm and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will work for
you today” (Ex 14:13). This was Moses’
admonition to the Israelites when he led
them out of Egypt and they stood before
the Red Sea and could not go forward,
back, to the right or the left. God then
parted the Red Sea so they could go
through on dry land. When I am in a place
in my life that seems to have no solution,
I rely on this verse—what an encouragement!
Favorite saint
Although not a saint at this time,
Blessed Pierre Toussaint is a favorite. He
was an African-American Catholic slave
born in Haiti in 1766 who eventually
moved to New York and worked as a hairdresser to wealthy women. His humbleness, loyalty and care for those he served
are such a gentle model. When New York
was hit with the plague, Pierre risked his
life and nursed the sick and dying without regard to his own safety. His sister
Rosalie said: “You think of everyone but
yourself. Now that you are free, you are
still acting like a white man’s slave.” Pierre
answered: “I have never felt I am a slave
to any man or woman but I am a servant
of the Almighty God who made us all.
When one of His children is in need, I am
glad to be His slave.”
Name: Jewels Nutter
Parish: Cathedral
Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception

DCR service: 3 months
Job: Advertising sales
representative/
Creative production

assistant

Most memorable DCR experience
Our department attended a staff devel-

opment day, part of which was spent
bowling. Being one who loves to laugh,
this day provided a lot to laugh about.
Some of our consecrated staffers claimed
to have never bowled before but the talents left me suspicious that they are actually part of a private league. Another
staffer showed an amazing strength by
hurling the ball at the pins instead of
rolling it down the lane. This was a day I
won’t soon forget. Come to think of it, our
team needs to collect on a much deserved winner’s luncheon.
Favorite Scripture verse
It depends on the day. Today my favorite to share is: “Beloved, let us love one
another, because love is of God; everyone
who loves is begotten by God and knows
God” (1 Jn 4: 7-8). How beautiful, special
and wonderfully simple. Right off the bat,
we are called “beloved.” God truly sees us
as precious. We are then instructed to be
loving and it says in doing so, we are
doing more than we realize because we
are really sharing Him. It says those who
love are begotten by God. Since we know
God is love, simply because he says so,
being begotten by God means we are his
children. We are being told we have our
Heavenly Father’s DNA, his spiritual
DNA, and that means we can know above
all else we, too, are love. There is no
greater knowledge than love and certainly no greater gift we could ever give or
ever receive.
Favorite saint
Goodness, this is tough. One would be
St. Jude for through his teachings and his
faithfulness, he has taught us to not give
up; to persevere; to help the helpless and
give hope to the hopeless—because we
can. Another favorite would be St. Cecilia
because she helps bring me peace and reassures me of my confidence when I sing
for our Lord on Sundays, and in particular when I am called to sing the psalm.
Name: James Vaughan
Parish: St. Joseph,
Golden

DCR service: 6 months
Job: Associate director
of marketing and business development

Most memorable
DCR experience
Reading many of Archbishop Chaput’s
articles and comments and saying,
Halleluiah and Praise God! Thinking how
fortunate and thankful I am to have such
a great role model and leader who is a
light in this sometimes dark world. I enjoy
serving the Archdiocese of Denver and
helping accomplish its mission of evangelization.
Favorite Scripture verse
I have many favorite Scripture verses.
Two that I have been mediating on lately
are: “Now may the God of hope fill you
with all joy and peace in believing, so that
you will abound in hope by the power of
the Holy Spirit” (Rom 15:13). And “Do not
conform yourselves to this age but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind,
that you may discern what is the will of
God, what is good, acceptable, and perfect” (Rom 12:2).
Favorite saint
My favorite is St. Christopher, the patron of travel. When I started driving, my
mother Rose placed a holy card of St.
Christopher and a crucifix in my glove
box and spent many nights praying for
me to return home safely. I thank God for
my wonderful mother and appreciate her
incredible faith and love.

6 l WO R L D/ N AT I O N

FEBRUARY 23, 2011 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Pope meets Russian president

Visitator to report
that Irish Church is
near collapse,
priest says
BY MICHAEL KELLY

CNS PHOTO/CHRISTOPHE SIMON, POOL VIA REUTERS

POPE BENEDICT XVI poses with Russian President Dmitry
Medvedev and his wife Svetlana during a private audience at
the Vatican Feb. 17. The Russian president met with the pope
during a two-day visit to Italy.

DUBLIN (CNS)—Cardinal
Sean P. O’Malley reportedly will
tell Pope Benedict XVI that the
Catholic Church in Ireland is “on
the edge” of collapse due to the
fallout from clerical abuse scandals.
Cardinal O’Malley is one of
several senior prelates charged
by Pope Benedict with carrying
out an apostolic visitation of the
Irish Catholic Church following
a series of highly critical judicial
reports that revealed abuse by
priests and a widespread culture
of cover-up for decades among
Church leaders.
Father Tony Flannery, a leading member of the Association
of Catholic Priests, revealed at a
conference of laypeople Feb. 12
in the Irish capital that “Cardinal
O’Malley told the association
the Irish Church had a decade,
at most, to avoid falling over the
edge and becoming like other
European countries where religion is marginal to society.”
Father Flannery said Cardinal
O’Malley gave a commitment to
the priests’ association that he
would deliver the frank assessment to the pope in a confidential report to be submitted later
this year.
Admitting to being previously
skeptical about the apostolic visitation, Father Flannery said that
in light of Cardinal O’Malley’s
undertaking, “there may be
some gleam of hope.”
Cardinal O’Malley could not

be reached for comment.
In a mid-November statement, the Vatican said it would
issue a comprehensive summary of the investigations’ findings
when they are completed.
Father Flannery said that
while the association was ready
to campaign for radical change,
it was apprehensive that it
would be viewed as “a new clericalism.”
The association, which represents more than 400 of Ireland’s
4,500 priests, was formed in
2010. It has proposed a re-evaluation of the Church’s teaching
on sexuality and the inclusion of
women at every level within the
church.
The first phase of the visitation should be completed by
Easter, and it is likely the visitators will meet with senior officials of the Roman Curia in the
spring to discuss what Jesuit
Father Federico Lombardi, the
Vatican spokesman, described
as the next phase of the “path to
renewal.”

World Youth Day in
Madrid announces
pope’s August
schedule
BY SARA ANGLE

ROME (CNS)—When Pope
Benedict XVI travels to Madrid
for World Youth Day in August,
he will hold special meetings
with young university professors
and with young religious sisters.
In early February, organizers
of World Youth Day 2011 published what they said was the
pope’s “entire agenda” for his
Aug. 18-21 trip to Spain.

WYD will begin Aug. 16, before
the pope arrives; many of the
events will take place near
Madrid’s central Plaza de Cibeles
and at the Cuatro Vientos Air
Base, organizers said.
The pope will arrive at the
Barajas airport Aug. 18, where he
will be greeted by the king and
queen of Spain, they said. The
usual welcoming ceremony
with youths from around the
world will take place that
evening in the Plaza de Cibeles.
While much of the schedule
repeats standard World Youth
Day events, a couple of new appointments have been added to
the pope’s schedule, the organizers said.
On his second day in Spain,
Aug. 19, the pope will meet
young religious sisters at the
Monastery of El Escorial, about
27 miles north of Madrid.
Afterward, he will meet about
2,000 young university professors there.
In what has become a standard World Youth Day appointment, Pope Benedict will celebrate Mass Aug. 20 with seminarians in La Almudena cathedral.
Also on the papal agenda is a
visit with a delegation of disabled persons participating in
World Youth Day and with residents at a center for those with
handicapping conditions.
In addition, the organizers
said, Pope Benedict will be present in the Plaza de Cibeles Aug.
19 for the beginning of the
Stations of the Cross, which will
be spaced out over just under a
mile of a main Madrid street.
Each station will be focused on
one of 14 statues contributed
from 10 different cities across
Spain. The statues normally are
seen only during Holy Week.
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15 educators marking a quartercentury of service in Catholic schools
BY ROXANNE KING

Annunciation School
Laura Mossman began teaching
kindergarten at Annunciation School in
the Archdiocese of Denver and has been
there for a quarter century. She has been
a teacher for a total of 32 years.
“These 25 years (at Annunciation) have
been a wonderful adventure of being one
part of a hugely successful school,” she
said. She added that she enjoys “serving
and caring for this urban-Denver neighborhood and especially for its youth.”

taught at St. Mary School in Las Animas,
St. Stephen School in Glenwood Springs
and Franktown Elementary School. She
taught at St. Anne School in Grants Pass,
Ore., before coming to Nativity.
Knowlden said she tries to follow the
example of Jesus and to see each student
as a beloved child of his.
“He has entrusted these precious children to me and I try to teach with his
compassionate love,” she said. “Jesus is at
the center of my teaching and my students’ learning. We offer all of our lessons
to and for, love of Him. I try to help my
students strive to be who God created
them to be, to come to know and love
him, to do their best and reach their highest in all areas, always for his honor and
glory.”

Steve Blair

Yvonne Chavez

Fifteen educators are marking 25 years
of service in Catholic schools in the
Denver Archdiocese this academic year.

Laura Mossman

Holy Family High School
Longtime Holy Family High School educator Steve Blair wears many hats at the
Broomfield school. He currently teaches
psychology and AP government, is the social studies department chair, sophomore counselor, head track coach and assistant cross country coach.
A graduate of Wheat Ridge High School
in 1974, he attended the University of
Northern Colorado earning degrees in social studies and psychology. He later received a master’s in counseling from the
University of Phoenix. His teaching career has included stints in the Jefferson
County School District, and at Green
Mountain and Arapahoe high schools before arriving at Holy Family in 1986. Blair
said he believes the role of education is to
educate the whole person, to help students discover who they are, and to acquire the skills and benefits of cooperation and team work. He also urges students to appreciate human differences.
“It’s important for a teacher to instill a
love of learning into his/her students,” he
said. “If a teacher genuinely loves teaching, the student is more likely to love
learning.”

Peggy Greaney
Holy Family High School
Peggy Greaney is a fixture at Holy
Family High School in Broomfield where
she has taught science for 25 years. She is
also moderator of the school’s National
Honor Society. A graduate of the
University of New Hampshire where she
studied biology and education, Greaney
worked at Tufts University School of
Medicine and Harvard Medical School.
She
taught
in
Massachusetts,
Connecticut and New York before arriving at Holy Family. She said her hope is to
expand a student’s knowledge and understanding of science and to help them
take responsibility for their own learning.

Linda Knowlden
Nativity of Our Lord
Linda Knowlden teaches first grade at
Nativity of Our Lord School in
Broomfield.
After attending California State
University-Dominguez Hills and Catholic
Distance University in Mass., Knowlden
taught at Sacred Heart Mission School in
Prince George, British Columbia, before
arriving to Colorado, where she has

Notre Dame
Yvonne Chavez is the pre-school group
leader at Notre Dame School in Denver,
where she said has happily been for 25
years.
“I’ve worked with children ranging in
age from 3 to 12,” she said. “All children
are gifts from God with their own special
gifts and talents. A good educator knows
how to bring these gifts out in them.”

Jean Williamson
Shrine of St. Anne
For 25 years Jean Williamson has
taught at the Shrine of St. Anne School in
Arvada. She currently teachers fifth grade.
After spending most of her elementary
education in a one-room school in rural
Nebraska, Williamson graduated from
Wayne State College in Nebraska with a
degree in elementary education. In
more than three decades of working in
the classroom in Iowa and Colorado, she
has taught kindergarten, first, third and
fifth grades as well as junior high. She
also teaches religious education.
“Because each student is unique, it is
important that I get to know them personally so that I can appreciate their talents and capabilities,” she said. “I encourage all students to use their Godgiven gifts wisely, so that they can be productive members of their community.
As a Catholic school teacher, I am blessed
to be able to instruct students in their
faith and to deepen their love for Christ.”

Barbara Kinsey
St. John the Evangelist
For 25 years, Barbara Kinsey has taught
second grade at St. John the Evangelist
School in Loveland. A graduate of the
University of Northern Colorado, she
taught
at
Childwood
Preschool/Kindergarten before arriving
at St. John, where she said instilling a love
of learning into her students is a daily
passion, as well as hoping they will look
back at their time in school with fondness.
“I love that I can talk to my students
about the importance of faith in their
daily lives,” she said. “I try to teach my
students to respect and value everyone
around them. Life in second grade is always changing and evolving, no day is
ever the same as any other.”

See Educators, Page 8
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Educators
From Page 7

Bill Giddings
St. Louis, Englewood
Now at St. Louis School in
Englewood, Bill Giddings has
taught at several schools in the
Archdiocese of Denver. After attending the College of Santa Fe
in New Mexico and Nicholls
State University in Thibodeaux,
La., he taught in Louisiana and
New Mexico before coming to
Colorado where he has taught
and served as principal at J.K.
Mullen High School, Most
Precious Blood and Bishop
Machebeuf High School. He
worked as a substitute teacher at
Christ the King in Denver before
coming to St. Louis where he
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teaches religion and social studies.
Giddings said he takes his philosophy of Catholic education
from a patron saint of Catholic
education, St. John Baptist de la
Salle and founder of the
Lasallian Brothers.
“I see my role in Catholic education as being caring and vigilant of the students entrusted to
me to lead them to be successful
in their lives,” he said.

Patricia Stanford
St. Louis, Louisville
Patricia Stanford graduated
from St. Xavier University in
Chicago with degrees in elementary education and early
childhood development. After
two years teaching at Queen of
Martyrs School in Chicago, she

relocated to Colorado and has
been teaching at St. Louis
School in Louisville since. She is
also an extraordinary minister of
the Eucharist for the school
Her philosophy on teaching is
for each child to reach their full
academic potential and to develop a strong and lasting relationship with God so they can find
happiness in any situation in
which they may find themselves.

Jean Kobus
St. Mary, Littleton
After attending Midland
College in Fremont, Neb., Jean
Kobus taught junior high language arts in Columbus, Neb.,
for 12 years. She then came to
Colorado and has been at St.
Mary School in Littleton for 25
years, teaching seventh- and
eighth-grade language arts and
speech. She also serves as fulltime assistant principal.
Regarding her philosophy on
education, Kobus refers to the
St. Mary School mission statement, which states: “Our purpose is to educate the heart,
mind, body and soul of the student and to develop the potential in each, giving glory to God.”
Kobus said she cannot think of
a better way to spend her time.

Judy Johnson
St. Mary’s Academy
Judy Johnson moved to
Denver from New Orleans in
1986 and began her teaching career with the archdiocese at
Blessed Sacrament School,
where she taught second grade
for three years. Her daughters,
however, were attending St.
Mary’s Academy and when a position in primary opened, she
jumped at the chance to join

them. She has been at St.
Mary’s Academy now for 22
years.
“I enjoy teaching all of the elementary subjects, however, my
very favorite subject is science,”
she said. “I really love seeing the
looks on the children’s faces
when a discovery is made.”

Carol Tufano
St. Pius X
Teaching fourth- and fifthgrade literature, Carol Tufano
studied elementary education
at St. John’s University in
Flushing, N.Y. For the past 25
years she has worked with the
children at St. Pius X School in
Aurora, first as preschool
teacher, then kindergarten for
10 years, second grade for 10
years and now fifth grade. Her
philosophy is that all students
are capable of learning and
bring something unique and
special into the classroom.
“As a teacher I want to create a
classroom where students feel
successful and safe,” she said. “I
hope to inspire a love of learning
in each of my students.”

Laura Dement
St. Therese
Laura Dement obtained her
teaching degree at Southeast
Missouri State University in Cape
Girardeau, Mo. She spent her
first five years of teaching in
Saudi
Arabia
for
the
International Schools System
and when she returned to the
United States in 1986, she taught
at Good Shepherd School for 15
years before becoming assistant
principal. She served as principal
at St. Therese in 2002. Dement
said there are three things in life
that make one successful: faith,

behavior and work ethic.
“The whole child must be developed spiritually, intellectually, socially and culturally, according to Christ’s example as
found in the Gospel,” she said.

Mary Goldy

St.Vincent de Paul
Mary Goldy teaches English
and literature to seventh- and
eighth-grade students at St.
Vincent de Paul School in
Denver. She attended Glassboro
State College in Glassboro, N.J.,
where she studied elementary
education and then taught for
12 years in the public school system in New Jersey before moving to Colorado. She strives to
treat her students as individuals,
encourages them to do their
best as thinkers, and supports
them in their academic and
spiritual endeavors to prepare
them as lifelong Catholics.

Kathy Giles

Holy Trinity
For 25 years Kathy Giles has
taught at Holy Trinity School in
Westminster. After studying at
the University of Northern
Colorado, Giles obtained licensure as a preschool director. She
said that in preschool, children
should be able to experience
God’s love and caring through
all their interactions with their
friends and teachers.
“I love teaching at Holy
Trinity,” she said. “I have been
here for 25 years and I have
watched our school grow and
change. It is a wonderful place
for children and teachers to
learn the real meaning of being
Catholic. God put me here for a
reason, and I thank him every
day.”
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Catholic Charities brings back popular Irish Coffee luncheon
BY JULIE FILBY

Catholic Charities Irish
Coffee, an event that’s been celebrated for four decades, will
be held on St. Patrick’s Day,
March 17, in Cherry Hills
Village.
“The Catholic Charities Irish
Coffee dates back about 40 years
and involves a very special
group of people,” said Catholic
Charities president Jonathan
Reyes. “It’s an event that manages to both serve a good cause
and offer a great deal of fun.”
The open-house style gathering, which is open to the public,
will be held from 1 p.m. to 4
p.m. at the home of Mary and
Kevin NcNicholas, a couple
who has been involved with the
tradition for more than 20
years. It was not held last year
due to staff transitions at
Catholic Charities.
“It’s so fun that we are doing

Knights
From Page 2
ing individual Knights for
their work in the community
and parish.”
Muller said that narrowing
the field when it comes to
councils’ accomplishments
can be difficult as no one ever
seems to sit on their laurels.
“Every state is proud of
their membership and what
they do, especially in the prolife movement,” he said.
“Colorado is no exception.
The most recent Colorado example was the installation of
a new Philips HE11XE 3D4D
ultrasound machine at the
Alternatives
Pregnancy
Center in Aurora. With the
help of the Supreme Council,
which matched the money
raised locally, we were able to
donate the first of what will be

Sacrificium
From Page 1

the word and as of this week
we’ve heard from about 50 percent of the parishes. … I’m sure
as we get closer to Lent we’re
going to hear from even more.”
Even though the Sacrificium
wristbands were designed for
Lent, Father Dollins said the
bracelet can be worn throughout
the year
“It’s such a great thing,” he said.
“You’re wearing one and someone on the street asks about it.
You have the chance to share with
them what it is and its meaning
and the next thing you know,
you’re evangelizing to people—all
from a little black bracelet.”
Anyone who wishes to obtain
a Sacrificium bracelet should
contact their parish office or the
Office of Liturgy at 303-715-3156.

CATHOLIC
CHARITIES IRISH
COFFEE
What: Food, fun and fellowship
for supporters of Catholic
Charities
When: 1-4 p.m., March 17
Where: “McNicholas Emerald
Isle,” 4150 S. University Blvd.,
Englewood
Cost: No cost, any donations
received will support Father Ed
Judy House
RSVP: Call 303-742-0823 Ext.
2120 or e-mail chegarty@ccdenver.org

this (Irish Coffee) again,” said
co-chair Mary McNicholas.
“The house will be green from
‘head to toe,’ including green
lights in the ‘Emerald Forest’
and a fountain.”

KNIGHTS SUPREME
CONVENTION
When: Aug. 2-4
Where: Sheraton Denver
Downtown Hotel, 1550 Court
Place
More information: online at
www.coloradokofc.org or call
970-371-6366 or 303-4753963

three such machines in the
state.”
In 2009, the organization
donated more than $151 million directly to charity and
performed more than 69 million hours of service.
Although already the largest
Catholic fraternal organization, Muller said that Knights
membership is on the rise
while other fraternal organi-

The occasion brings together
supporters
of
Catholic
Charities, the charitable arm of
the Denver Archdiocese serving
more than 90,000 needy men,
women and children each year,
for an afternoon of community
and fellowship.
This year’s event will feature
entertainment by champion
Irish step dancers from Celtic
Steps Denver Dance Studio:
Eimear Toal, a native of Ireland;
and Katja Behren and Blaine
Donovan.
“We were really lucky to get
these
dancers,”
said
McNicholas.
The menu, catered by the
couple’s Continental Divine
catering company, will include
corned beef and cabbage sandwiches, appetizers, desserts,
green beer and Irish coffee.
“I thank the McNicholases
for opening their home for this
one-of-a-kind event, and I’m
zation’s memberships are
shrinking.
“It’s one of the few organizations that has seen an increase
in membership every year for
the past decade,” he said.
“Part of that is generational.
There are councils where you
have three and four generations of the same family who
become Knights. There are
many reasons why men join:
some are passionate about
working for vocations, others
in the pro-life area. It’s a
chance for men to participate
in the many ministries of the
Church.”
The Supreme Convention
will be held at the Sheraton
Denver Downtown Hotel.
Online registration will begin
April 1, but information is
now available at www.coloradokofc.org or by calling
Muller at 970-371-6366 or
Hatcher at 303-475-3963.

honored to be a part of the
longstanding tradition,” said
Reyes, who will attend for the
first time since being named
president of Catholic Charities
in June 2009. “I’m deeply grateful to those who have demonstrated an extraordinary commitment to Catholic Charities.
“It’s because of such generous donations of time and support, that we are able to serve
our neighbors in need,” he said.
Catholic Charities Irish
Coffee with be held at

“McNicholas Emerald Isle” at
4150 S. University Blvd. in
Englewood. For more information or to RSVP, contact
Cahleen Hegarty, director of
major gifts at Catholic Charities
at 303-742-0823 Ext. 2120, or email chegarty@ccdenver.org.
While there is no cost to attend, any freewill donations
collected will support the
Father Ed Judy House, a temporary shelter that helps mothers
with young children find housing and rebuild their lives.
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Father O’Malley, founding pastor of Risen Christ, dies at 85
BY JULIE FILBY

Father Joseph M. O’Malley,
founding pastor of Risen
Christ Parish and former pastor of Notre Dame Parish, died
Feb. 12. He was 85.
“After 60 years of service to
Christ, he’s now gone to be
welcomed by the Father,” said
Deacon Robert Rinne of the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate
Conception.
“Father O’Malley believed his
faith; he proclaimed his faith;
and he built his life around his
faith.”
A native of Worcester, Mass.,
Father O’Malley was born
Nov. 27, 1925, to Michael and
Josephine O’Malley. He was
educated at public schools,
Holy Cross College in
Worcester, and the University
of Montreal.
In 1944 he entered St.
Thomas Seminary in Hartford,

Conn. He also studied at the as pastor at Divine Redeemer
Seminaire de Philosophie and Church in Colorado Springs in
Grand Seminary, both in 1967, Father O’Malley reMontreal. In 1948 he trans- turned to Denver where he
ferred
to
St.
Thomas was founding pastor at Risen
Christ Parish and reTheological Seminary
mained pastor for 13
(now St. John Vianney
years.
Theological Seminary)
In 1980, Father
in Denver to complete
O’Malley was ashis formation.
signed as vicar for edFather
O’Malley
ucation for the archwas ordained to the
diocese’s
pastoral
priesthood on May
center.
In
1984,
he be18, 1950, by Cardinal
FATHER
come pastor at Notre
John J. Wright in
JOSEPH M.
Dame
Parish
in
Worcester,
with
O’MALLEY
Denver where he
friends and family
from New England, then re- served until his retirement in
turned to serve in the Denver the summer of 1989.
The son of a fire fighter,
Archdiocese.
In July 1950, he was named Father O’Malley also served as
assistant pastor at St. chief of chaplains for the
Philomena in Denver, where Denver Fire Department for
he spent seven years. He then many years. He was known to
served as chaplain for have police and fire radios on
Denver’s Federal Youth Center his home 24 hours a day, refor 10 years. After six months sponding to fires and disas-

ters as needed. He also served
as chaplain for the South
Metro Fire Department following his retirement.
Father O’Malley was chaplain
for
the
Knight
Commander
of
the
Equestrian Order of the Holy
Sepulcher of Jerusalem, a
Fourth Degree member of
Knights of Columbus, and
Charter Friar Fourth Degree of
the Mother Seton Assembly.
A man with newspaper reporting experience, Father
O’Malley published a newsletter “Talking at Random” for
more than 50 years, and also
compiled a lengthy history of
the Archdiocese of Denver
covering 1910-1950.
Throughout his priesthood,
he participated in many civic
organizations. He served as
chaplain at National Jewish
Hospital, Civil Air Patrol (he
was a retired lieutenant

colonel), Our Lady of the Bell
Telephone Employees and the
State Fire Chiefs Association.
He
chaired
the
Archdiocesan
Personnel
Board, Priests Retirement
Committee, and served as
dean for the Southeast Denver
deanery. He was also an adjunct professor of criminology
at Regis University and supervised training of chaplains for
the Bureau of Prisons.
“Father O’Malley devoted his
life to the altar,” said Deacon
Rinne. “He proclaimed the
Gospel to build up Christ’s
Church and offer the gracefilled gifts of the sacraments—
and he did a good job.”
A funeral Mass was held for
Father O’Malley at the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception on
Feb. 18. The homilist was lifelong friend Father Philip
McNamara of the Diocese of
Worcester, Mass. Burial took
place at Mount Olivet
Cemetery in Wheat Ridge.

Longtime educator Sister Aline Dalton dies
BY DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER

She made her first vows Dec. 8,
1941, and her final vows Aug. 15,
1945. She received a bachelor’s
Sister M. Aline Dalton, S.L., degree from Loretto Heights
who served for many years as an College in Denver in 1951 and a
educator, primarily in
master’s in education
Colorado and New
from
St.
Louis
Mexico, and also as an
University in St. Louis
administrative assisin 1959.
tant, bookkeeper and
Sister Dalton began
treasurer, died Jan. 11 at
her teaching career in
the
Loretto
Louisville, Ky., in 1941.
Motherhouse
in
She also taught in St.
Nerinx, Ky. She was 91 SISTER M. ALINE Louis, New Mexico and
and in her 72nd year as DALTON, S.L. in Colorado Springs.
a Sister of Loretto at the
From 1965 to June 1970
Foot of the Cross.
she was assigned to Holy Family
Sister Dalton was born April High School in Denver as prin26, 1918, in Kansas City, Mo., to cipal and superior of the Loretto
Nellie (McAuliffe) and Michael community, which included the
Dalton and was baptized Mary religious sisters who taught at
Catherine. She entered the Holy Family Grade School. In
Sisters of Loretto on June 8, 1939, 1979, she served as a typist at
and was received into the com- the North American College in
munity Dec. 8 of that same year. Rome and became an adminis-

trative assistant there in 1981
until returning to the states. In
the mid-80s she served as office
assistant for the Sisters of
Loretto Denver office for one
year. In the late 1980s, she
served as a bookkeeper and
then did fundraising for the
alumni office at Holy Family
High School.
Though Sister Dalton retired
in the mid-1990s, she handled
the health insurance for the
local Loretto Center community
from about 2000 until 2004,
when she moved to the Loretto
Motherhouse infirmary in
Nerinx, Ky. She resided there
until her death. Burial was at the
motherhouse cemetery Feb. 15.
A memorial Mass will be celebrated 7 p.m. March 2 in the
chapel at the Loretto Center,
4000 S. Wadsworth Blvd. in
Littleton, Colo.

Holy Wood
From Page 3

“You don’t just automatically
strike a balance between personal life and career—it takes effort,”
Espinosa said. “And in this industry, even the effort needs help.
We want the actors to know they
don’t have to compromise their
values. You can be a performer in
this industry and take care of
your faith, your family and your
morality.”
Details about Holy Wood, including classes and tuition, can
be found on the school’s website,
www.holywoodactingstudio.co
m,
e-mail
contact@holywoodactingstudio.com or call
310-428-6165.
“Many actors compromise
their values because they have
no option,” Espinosa said. “Well,
now they do.”
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How I found my spouse: Couples share their love stories
BY JULIE FILBY

the past 17 years!”
The couple married at the
shrine in July 1994. Their two
daughters were baptized there
as well.
“Tim had been praying to the
Blessed Mother to find the right
partner, and he’d been coming
to the shrine since he was a
child,” said JoAnn. “The grace
and blessings people find at the
shrine are real, and for us, to
have begun our relationship
there is a huge blessing.
“Our love and marriage are
another manifestation of the
love Mother Cabrini taught and
continues to share.”

One never knows where prayer
might lead them to find Mr. or
Ms. Right: the office, an Irish pub,
or maybe the World Wide Web.

Tom and Linda: Love at first
click

About six years after the death
of his first wife, Tom, 59, (who
preferred not to use his last
name) decided he didn’t want to
be alone. Putting the decision in
God’s hands, he prayed: “If
there’s another woman you
want me to spend my life with,
just bring us together.”
At the same time, Linda, 54,
who had never married decided
marriage might be in her future.
In 2004 both registered with
the website www.Catholic
Match.com.
“I wanted to reach out again,”
Tom said. “And for someone
who’s in their 50s, the opportunities to meet Catholic women
are pretty few and far between.”
Though initially skeptical
about online dating, Tom was
encouraged by friends who had
met like-minded women online.
Linda was clear she was looking for someone “really
Catholic—not in name only.”
“One thing I liked about
CatholicMatch.com were the
seven questions related to seven
tenants of faith,” she explained.
“That way I could find out right
up front if this person had the
same faith commitment.”
Liking what they read in each
other’s profiles, a relationship
began. The couple dated for
three years, enjoying good times
and enduring hardships together including family struggles, illnesses and deaths.
In 2005 when Linda traveled to
California for what she believed
would be her last visit with her
ailing father, Tom insisted on
joining her. Though she wasn’t
considering marriage at that
point, Tom wanted to ask Linda’s
father for her hand in marriage.
They arrived at the hospital
mid-morning. After giving the
couple his blessing, Linda’s father died that afternoon.
In July 2007 the couple married at St. Mark’s Catholic
Church in San Marcos, Calif.
“Our wedding was ‘the event
of the century,’” Linda beamed.
“It was a five-day celebration, really a blessing.
“I knew Tom was the man
God wanted for me,” she said.
“Since the day we got married,
I’ve never stopped falling in love
with him more every day.”

Tim and JoAnn: Mother
knows best

Though they were working at
different places, Tim and JoAnn
Seaman credit their jobs and
specifically, the intercession of
the Blessed Mother, for bringing
them together nearly 20 years
ago.

Sean and Wendy: Running
romance

PHOTO BY VICTOR SANCHEZ

NEW BRIDE Wendy Curley gets a kiss from her husband Sean in
downtown Denver following their wedding at Holy Ghost Church
Dec. 18.
In December 1991 Tim
Seaman, 60, was marketing director for the Denver/Boulder
Yellow Cab company. JoAnn, 44,
was development director for
Mother Cabrini Shrine in
Golden, a position she still holds
today after 22 years.
“We met during a time thousands of people were coming to
the shrine to pray,” JoAnn said.
“Due to large crowds, we could-

n’t handle all the transportation.”
A representative from the
shrine contacted Yellow Cab,
who began shuttling pilgrims
from Heritage Square to the
shrine.
“The marketing manager got
his team to donate their time,
and over the next year they became part of the Cabrini family,”
she said. “That director of marketing has been my husband for

For newlyweds Sean, 28, and
Wendy Curley, 34, praying for “a
good Catholic spouse” and a
common interest in running led
them to each other.
The two met in 2008 at a running club at The Irish Snug near
downtown Denver. Following the
weekly 5k run, the Snug serves
dinner. After making her way
through the buffet, Wendy noticed there were no open tables.
“Except for one, where a mysterious, handsome young man
and his friend were sitting,” she
explained—the same young
man she had chatted with

briefly before the run started
that night. “I didn’t want to sit
there because it might look like I
was stalking him.”
Reluctantly, she sat down and
the table of young adults, all
Denver transplants, chatted
about what brought them to
Denver. For Sean, it was an internship
with
Haselden
Construction, where he is currently employed; and Wendy
had been assigned as a FOCUS
(Fellowship
of
Catholic
University Students) missionary
for the University of Denver and
Air Force Academy.
“Sean had been praying he
would meet ‘a good Catholic
girl,” Wendy said. “And I had
been praying a daily rosary for
my future spouse.”
The couple married last
December at Holy Ghost
Church in Denver.
“God has far greater plans
than anything we could ever
muster up ourselves,” she said.
“Sean is exactly what I needed:
he’s strong in the areas that I’m
weak, and amazingly humble
and genuine.”
Her new husband shared the
sentiment.
“Wendy is the women of my
prayers,” he said. “When I was
praying for a good Catholic girl
to date, I didn’t think God would
provide such a strong and holy
woman for me to spend the rest
of my life with. God is good!”
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A primer on Church teaching about NFP
SPECIAL TO THE DENVER
CATHOLIC REGISTER

• Married Love and the Gift of
Life, U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops (2006)

What does the Catholic
Church teach about married
love?
Marriage is an intimate, lifelong partnership in which
husbands and wives give and
receive love unselfishly. The
sexual relationship expresses
their married love and shows
what it means to become “one
body” (Gn 2:24) and “one
flesh” (Mk 10:8, Mt 19:6). The
sexual union is meant to express the full meaning of a
couple’s love, its power to
bind them together “the unitive aspect of marriage “and
“its openness to new life” the
procreative aspect.

What does this have to do
with contraception?
The Church believes that
God has established an inseparable bond between the unitive and procreative aspects of
marriage. The couple has
promised to give themselves
to each other, and this mutual
self-giving includes the gift of
their fertility. This means that
each sexual act in a marriage
needs to be open to the possibility of conceiving a child.
“Thus, artificial contraception
is contrary to God’s will for
marriage because it separates
the act of conception from
sexual union” (U.S. Catholic
Catechism for Adults, p. 409).
A couple need not desire to
conceive a child in every act of
intercourse. But they should
never suppress the life-giving
power that is part of what they
pledged in their marriage
vows.

Are couples expected to
leave their family size entirely
to chance?
No. Serious circumstances
“financial, physical, psycho-

FOR MORE
INFORMATION

• Catechism of the Catholic
Church (see, in particular, No.
2370)
• NFP Awareness Week: July
24-30, 2011

naturally infertile times in a
woman’s cycle, or after childbearing years, without violating the meaning of marital intercourse. This is the principle
behind natural family planning (NFP).

CNS PHOTO/GREGORY A. SHEMITZ, LONG ISLAND CATHOLIC

DEACON JOHN Ford presides at the wedding of Diana
Kontonotas and James Willis at St. Thomas the Apostle Church
in West Hempstead, N.Y., May 1, 2009.
logical, or those involving responsibilities to other family
members” may affect the
number and spacing of children. The Church understands this, while encouraging couples to take a generous

view of children.
What should a couple do if
they have good reason to
avoid having a child?
A married couple can engage in intercourse during the

What is natural family
planning?
Natural family planning is a
general name for family planning methods that are based
on a woman’s menstrual
cycle. NFP methods are based
on day-to-day observations of
the naturally occurring signs
of the fertile and infertile
phases of the menstrual cycle.
It takes into account the
uniqueness of each woman. A
man is fertile throughout his
life, while a woman is fertile
for only a few days each cycle
during the childbearing years.
A woman experiences clear,
observable signs that show
when she is fertile and infertile. To avoid pregnancy, the
couple abstains from intercourse during the fertile
phase. Couples can also use
NFP to achieve pregnancy because it identifies the time of
ovulation.
Who can use NFP?
Any married couple can use
NFP. A woman need not have
regular cycles. The key to successful NFP use is cooperation and communication between husband and wife.
How effective is NFP?
NFP can be very effective,

depending on how strongly
motivated the couple is and
whether they follow the rules
of the method. Couples who
carefully follow all the rules to
avoid pregnancy can achieve
a success rate of 97-98 percent.
What are the benefits of
using NFP?
* Shared responsibility by
husband and wife
* Virtually cost-free
* No harmful side effects
* Can be used throughout
childbearing years
* Can be used in special circumstances such as post-partum, breastfeeding and premenopause

How can we learn to use
NFP?
The best way to learn NFP is
from a qualified instructor—
one who is certified from an
NFP teacher training program. To find an NFP class in
the Denver Archdiocese, call
the Marriage and Family Life
Office at 303-715-3259, e-mail
wendy.curley@archden.org or
visit www.archden.org and
click on the Marriage and
Family Life Office link.
To learn NFP on the
Internet, contact Northwest
Family
Services
(www.nwfs.org/couples-asingles/natural-family-planning.html). NWFS provides
client education in the
Sympto-Thermal
Method.
Before you sign up for this
class, you must have your pastor’s approval.
The U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops maintains a
list of additional correspondence
courses.
Visit
www.ForYourMarriage.org.

This story is from the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishop’s
For Your Marriage website
(www.ForYourMarriage.org).
The website offers a wealth of
information and resources
about marriage.

Catholic wedding must mean couple knows Church teaching, pope says
BY CINDY WOODEN

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Men
and women have a natural
right to marry, but that does
not mean they have a right to
a Catholic wedding, Pope
Benedict XVI said.
For the Catholic Church,
marriage is a sacrament that
is witnessed by a priest or deacon, but performed by the
couple who pledge their
union will be forever and that
they will be open to having
and educating children, the
pope said.
“The right to contract marriage presupposes that one is
able to and intends to truly
celebrate it, that is, in the
truth of its essence as taught
by the Church,” Pope

Benedict said Jan. 22 when he
met with members of the
Roman Rota, a Vatican-based
tribunal that deals mainly
with marriage cases.
Because the Church has a
very specific religious understanding of what marriage is,
“no one can claim the right to
a marriage ceremony” in the
Church, the pope said.
In his annual meeting with
the tribunal officials, Pope
Benedict said he wanted to
focus on the legal or juridical
aspect of Catholic marriage
preparation programs, because too often engaged couples—and even those preparing them for marriage—consider the courses simply a bureaucratic hurdle to overcome
before the wedding.

CNS PHOTO/MIKE CRUPI, CATHOLIC COURIER

LISA COIA and Alan Bubel exchange vows during their wedding Mass in 2008 at Our
Mother of Sorrows Church in
Greece, N.Y.

“In fact, often it is assumed
that the priest must act with
largesse, since the natural
right of persons to marry is at
stake,” the pope said, but for
the Catholic Church, there exists only one kind of marriage—sacramental—and the
right of Catholic couples to
celebrate the sacrament can
be exercised only if they fully
understand what they are
doing.
Pope Benedict said anyone
involved in marriage preparation programs, but especially
the priest or other pastoral
worker conducting the obligatory pre-marriage interviews
with the potential bride and
potential groom, has an obligation to ensure there is nothing standing in the way of a

valid and licit celebration of
the sacrament. For the marriage to be valid, the couple
must understand the commitment being undertaken,
he said.
Pastoral workers and marriage tribunal officials together “must work to interrupt to
the extent possible the vicious
cycle frequently noted of too
easily allowing couples to
marry without adequate
preparation” and “the sometimes equally easy judicial
declaration” that a marriage is
invalid, the pope said. Both
approaches give people a
sense that the Catholic
Church no longer sees marriage as truly being binding
forever, he said.
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JUSTIN Bieber is pictured in a scene from the 3-D movie "Never Say Never."

‘Justin Bieber: Never Say Never’
film is wholesome entertainment
BY JOHN MULDERIG

NEW
YORK
(CNS)—
Teenybopper ecstasy comes to
the local multiplex with the arrival of “Justin Bieber: Never
Say Never” (Paramount).
Happily for parents, this genial 3-D profile of the 16-yearold pop singer and musician
not only provides entirely
wholesome entertainment—
threatening only in the sense
that frenzied audience members may screech themselves
hoarse—it also includes several
scenes of prayer testifying to its
subject’s Christian faith.
Along with photos and
home movies from Bieber’s
childhood
in
Stratford,
Ontario, the film showcases
footage chronicling his rise
from street musician—sometimes performing on the sidewalk outside his hometown’s
Avon Theater—to stardom.
His ascent to fame was a thoroughly up-to-date and perhaps groundbreaking one in
that it was initially launched

by, and continually fueled
through
his
grass-roots
celebrity on social media outlets such as YouTube.
Interspersed with these retrospective scenes are performances from Bieber’s 2010 world
tour. The buildup to his climactic appearance at New York’s
Madison Square Garden —
tickets to which, we learn, sold
out in 22 minutes—comprises
what there is of a plot, while a
modicum of suspense is introduced when Bieber contracts a
sore throat only a few days before his big Gotham moment.
(Inundated with get-well
tweets, he responds with characteristic politeness.)
What emerges through it all,
under Jon M. Chu’s direction, is
the portrait of a likable young
man striving to resist the temptations of sudden-onset acclaim.
Bieber bids well to do so,
thanks in large measure to his
close bonds with his mother—
Bieber’s parents split while he
was still quite young—and

grandparents and to his sharing in their evangelical-style
piety. By way of testimony to
this spiritual inheritance, we
witness the prayers he and his
entourage recite before each
show.
As for anything remotely objectionable, especially fastidious guardians will note that
one adult fan explains, with reference to her age-atypical interest in Bieber, “I don’t want
him that way,” while the lad
himself describes a health
drink he’s being encouraged to
swallow as tasting like “dinosaur pee.”
But then, one imagines even
Donny Osmond has been
heard to say worse.
The Catholic News Service
classification is A-I—general
patronage. The Motion Picture
Association of America rating is
G—general audiences.
John Mulderig is on the staff
of Catholic News Service. More
reviews are available online at
www.usccb.org/movies.
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Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045;
Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Monthly Respect Life Holy Hour:
held at All Souls Church, 4950 S.
Logan St., Englewood. Social hour
follows Holy Hour. Call 303-7890007 for details.
Third Thursday: 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Franciscan Contemplative: scriptural prayer at St. Patrick’s
Mission Church, 3325 Pecos St.,
Denver. Optional meal served before service. Call 303-988-0771.
Second Tuesday: 6 p.m.
Holy Hour: for the sanctity of
priests and vocations to the
priesthood, at Sacred Heart of
Mary Church, 6739 S. Boulder
Road, Boulder. Call 303-494-7572
for more information.
Fridays: 8 a.m.
Adoration: and praying of rosary
before Saturday Mass at Holy
Rosary Church, 4688 Pearl St.,
Denver.
Rosary: 5 p.m.
Mass: 5:30 p.m.
Weekly Young Adult Mass: at St.
Catherine of Siena Church, 4200
Federal Blvd., Denver.
Thursdays: 6:30 p.m.
Young Peoples Mass: for ages 2 102, at St. Ignatius Loyola Church,
2309 Gaylord St., Denver.
Sundays: 5:30 p.m.
Tridentine Latin Mass: every
Sunday at Holy Family Church,
3480 Utica St., Denver.
Sundays: 11 a.m.
Latin High Mass: 11 a.m. on first
Sunday of the month

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Denver YACHT: (Young Adult
Catholics Hanging out Together)
social network for Catholic singles
invites all to meet with other
Catholics in metro area at one of
their events. Check it out online
at www.denveryachtclub.web.com.
Information Meeting: and tour of
Shrine of St. Anne School to be
held at 7320 Grant Place, Arvada
for all interested parents. Call
303-422-1800 for details.
Feb. 24: 9 a.m.
Mardi Gras Casino Night: to be
held at the Sons of Italy Denver
Lodge, 5925 W. 32 Ave., Denver.
Dinner and gaming tickets are
available by calling 303-235-9308.
Feb. 26: 6 p.m.
Arrupe Magis Night: to benefit
Arrupe Jesuit High School, to be

held at Hyatt Regency Denver at
the Colorado Convention Center
650 15th St., Denver. For more information call 303-455-7449 or
online at www.arrupejesuit.com.
Feb. 26
Make Plans Now: to attend “Ain’t
Misbehavin” Purity Rally for teens
at St. Thomas More School, 7071 E.
Otero Ave., Centennial. Skits, talks,
videos, praise & worship, Mass and
lunch all for $15. Call 303-2203388 Ext. 1 by Feb. 24 to register.
Feb. 27: 2:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Seeds Of Hope: is sponsoring a
tour of St. Catherine of Siena
School, 4200 Federal Blvd.,
Denver. Call 303-715-3127 for details.
March 8: 9:30 a.m.
Mardi Gras Fundraiser: to benefit
music ministry at St. Vincent de
Paul Church. Dinner at cafeteria,
2375 E. Arizona Ave., Denver, will
include salad, sausage gumbo,
Cajun rice and live music. Cost is
$7 adult, $3.50 children or $35 for
whole family. RSVP by March 4 to
303-744-6119 Ext. 24.
March 8: 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
40 Days For Life Kick Off Rally: to
be held at Knights of Columbus
Hall, 121 Meldrum St., Fort Collins.
Come be part of the largest prolife effort in America. Details online at
www.40daysforlife.com/fortcollins.
March 8: 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
2011 Bella Notte: fundraiser to
benefit St. Catherine of Siena
School, to be held at Regis
University. Tickets are $55 per
person, $100 per couple. Details
available by calling 303-912-7408.
March 12: 6:30 p.m
Seeds Of Hope: sponsoring tour of
Loyola Grade School, 2350 Gaylord
St., Denver. Call 303-715-3127 for
more information.
March 17: 1:30 p.m.
Hopes Springs Eternal: annual
luncheon to benefit Seeds of Hope
Charitable Trust, to be held at
Inverness Hotel, 200 Inverness
Drive West, Englewood. Guests
will be treated to lunch, auction
and program. Ticket information
available at www.seedsofhopetrust.org or by calling 303715-3186.
April 7: 10:45 a.m.
Wild West Buffalo Ball: annual fund
raiser for Bishop Machebeuf High
School will be held at National
Western Complex, 4655 Humboldt
St., Denver. Call 303-344-0082
Ext. 22 for ticket information.
April 9: 6 p.m. - 11 p.m.

Boardwalk Bash: is the theme of
38th annual Lark 2011 benefit for
Regis Jesuit High School. The
event includes Mass, dinner as
well as live and silent auctions.
Call 303-269-8040 for complete
details.
April 16

Winterfest III: annual benefit for
Notre Dame Catholic School to be
held at Pinehurst Country Club,
6255 W. Quincy Ave., Denver. An
evening of dinner, dancing and
auction. Call 303-935-3549 for
ticket information.
March 4: 6 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.

St. Mary’s Academy: announces
the 2011 Picnic at Palazzo Gala to
benefit the school tuition assistance fund. Auctions, entertainment and food. The event will be
held at Palazzo Verdi, 6363 S.
Fiddler’s Green Circle, Greenwood
Village. Call 303-762-8300 for
more information.
April 29: 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Servant Of The Word Workshop: at
Christ the King Parish, 830 Elm
St., Denver. Cost is $45 individual,
$75 couple. Registration deadline
Feb. 25. Call 303-715-3195.
March 5: 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Annual Tiger Gala: to benefit Holy
Family High School will be held
again this year at the Omni Hotel,
500 Interlocken Blvd., Broomfield.
Call 303-410-1411 Ext. 1129 for more
information.
April 30
Calling All Alumni: of St. Francis de
Sales High School class of 1961.
Plans are in the works for your
50th reunion to be held next fall.
More information is available by
emailing greatgrannyjudy@aol.com.
Sept. 16- 18

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Courage: a spiritual support group
for men and women who have homosexual tendencies and who desire to live a chaste Christian life.
Confidential. Call Father Dan
Norick at 720-434-2638 for more
information.
Day-Long Knitting Retreat: at St.
Scholastica Parish Hall, 615 Main
St., Erie. Participants should have
basic knowledge of knitting. Cost
is $25. Call 303-506-0177 for registration information and what to
bring.
Feb. 26: 10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Italian Dinner And Silent: auction
to benefit WorkCamp Youth at St.
Michael the Archangel Parish,
19099 E. Floyd Ave., Aurora.
Tickets available after all weekend
Masses. Call 303-690-6797 Ext.
325 for more information.
Feb. 26: 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
He Has Called You Out Of
Darkness: one-day retreat at
Abbey of St. Walburga in Virginia
Dale, Colo. Cost is $35 per person
which includes lunch. Pre-registration and security deposit information available by calling 970472-0612.
Feb. 26: 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Annulment Seminar: presented by
Metropolitan Tribunal Office and
Archdiocese of Denver to be held
at St. Mark’s Parish Center, 3141 W.
96 Ave., Westminster. No charge
for seminar but free will offering
will be accepted. Call 303-3717923 for details.
March 3: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat: for
women and men who are suffering
from pain of abortion. Call 303410-1710 for more information.
March 4 - 6
Kick Off Rally: to celebrate 40
Days of Life at St. James Church,
1311 Oneida St., Denver. More information online at
www.40DaysForLife.com/Denver.
March 5: 8:15 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Come Here Ted Sri: talk about his
book, "A Biblical Walk Through the
Mass" at St. Thomas More Parish,
8035 S. Quebec St., Centennial.
Call for details on this free lecture
at 303-770-1155.
March 7: 7 p.m.
Lenten Retreat: to be held at
Loretto Spirituality Center, 4000
S. Wadsworth Blvd., Lakewood.
Cost is $150 for overnight participants, $75 for commuters. Call
303-756-3083 to register. Late
fee for registrations after Feb. 20.
March 8 - 10
Deepen Your Faith: at the 2011
Living The Catholic Faith
Conference, to be held at Colorado
Convention Center, 700 14th St.,
Denver. Keynote speakers include
Archbishop Timothy Dolan of the
Archdiocese of New York. More information on the conference web
site, www.lcfcdenver.org or call
303-715-3260.
March 11 - 12
Catholic Womens Retreat: led by
Msgr. Kenneth Leone and Father
John Lager, O.F.M. Cap., to be held
at YMCA Camp in Estes Park, Colo.
For registration information call
303-487-1017.
March 11 - 13
2011 Blisters For Sisters: marathon
and half-marathon to benefit
Dominican Sisters Home Health
Agency. Registration, training information and fee listing are available by calling 303-322-1413 Ext.
29.
Annual Black Catholic Retreat: to
be held at Sacred Heart Jesuit
Retreat House in Sedalia, Colo.
Call 303-715-3165 for more information.
March 18 - 20
Letter To Women: class sponsored
by ENDOW to be held at JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.

Cost is $75 which includes study
guide and Church document. Call
303-715-3291 for more information.
March 24: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Annual Psychotherapy Conference:
on marriage and family at Bonfils
Hall at JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver. For more information,
call 703-608-8164 or visit
www.catholicpsychotherapy.org.
March 25
Salvifici Doloris: one-day class
sponsored by ENDOW, at JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Cost is $75 which includes study
guide. Registration deadline:
March 30. Call 303-715-3291.
April 2: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Discernment Retreats: for men
ages 18 - 40 who are considering a
priestly vocation. Retreats consist
of discussion, Mass and question
and answer session with
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput
O.F.M. Cap. Call to register at 303282-3429 or online at
www.Priest4Christ.com
April 3: 11 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Mark Your Calendar: for the annual
Rocky Mountain Men’s Conference
to be held at Pikes Peak Center,
190 S. Cascade Ave., Colo. Springs.
Call 719-531-0738 for more information on this event.
May 7
EnCOURAGE: support group for
parents of children who have homosexual tendencies. For more information, call Father Dan Norick
at 720-434-2638.

PILGRIMAGES/TOURS
Vincentian Heritage Tour: to
France with Father Lawrence
Christensen, CM. Free brochure at
available at
www.GoCatholicTravel.com/Christe
nsen or call 303-758-8826.
May 16 - 26
Pilgrimage To Israel: led by Father
Randy Dollins and former Biblical
School Director Thomas Smith.
Space is limited, information available online at www.gen215.org.
May 22 - June 1
Spots Are Going Quickly: for pilgrimage to Rome to see
Archbishop Jose Gomez receive
his Pallium from Pope Benedict
XVI. Travel with members of the
Archdiocese of Denver for this
once in a lifetime experience. Call
303-715-3207 or e-mail
tess.stone@archden.org for more
information.
June 25 - July 2
Youth Pilgrimage: to World Youth
Day 2011 in Madrid, Spain. For
more information on this twoweek pilgrimage call 303-4559090.
Aug. 11 - 21
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Local author’s book serves as a warning for modern society
BY JOHN GLEASON

DCR: That has an Orwellian
aura to it.

“A Race of Devils” is a novel
that tells of a future society in
shambles following detonation of a nuclear bomb in New
York City. The first book by
local investment and real estate developer Ken Schultz,
the characters in “A Race of
Devils” struggle to make sense
of a world where order, and it
seems God, have vanished.
The Denver Catholic Register
spoke with Schultz about the
novel last week.

DCR: You wrote “A Race of
Devils” because you were
alarmed at the increased influence of secular humanists
in American culture and politics. Give me some examples.

Schultz: Sometimes they’re
so obvious you overlook
them, but it’s all evidence of
an active rather than passive
form of atheism. There’s abolition of school prayer; Roe v.
Wade; attempts to ban displays
of
the
10
Commandments or Nativity
scenes on public property;
and we have people attempt-

Schultz: It’s very much
along those lines, but that’s
the great danger of
humanism.

BOOK COVER
ing to ban Scripture quotations as “hate speech.”
DCR: Describe the plot of “A
Race of Devils.”
Schultz: What I did in “A
Race of Devils” was project us
forward into a time when humanists have assumed the
role of organized religion as
the conscience of the state. As
a result it gives rise to a dictator the likes of which the
world has never seen.

and we die in a sea of nothingness! Certainly common
sense tells us it cannot be
that way. We say, “No, there’s
more optimism to it than
that.” But it’s not
easy to stand up to
this. The influence
of humanists over
western society is
way out of proportion with their actual numbers.

DCR: You’ve said
that Christians are
committed to a
God-man, whereas
humanists are committed to a manKEN SCHULTZ
DCR: About the
god. If there is no
book, once you had
God in the lives of
humanists, if they want to the idea, how did you develop
keep God out of the main- the story?
stream—what happens to
Schultz: My goal was to
hope?
write a cautionary tale about
Schultz: There is none. But where the death of God might
then, wasn’t that the message lead us. I stuck with that and
philosopher
Friedrich constantly came back to it as
Nietzsche gave us? I think it my point. I knew where the
was the cart that started the tale would end up and many
ball rolling on atheistic hu- times felt God behind me,
manism,
even
though moving me in the way he
Nietzsche himself remained a wanted. Sometimes I’d be
devout Catholic. You could stuck and would reread a cersay that Nietzsche more or tain passage and suddenly
less codified this pseudo-reli- have an “ah-ha” moment,
gion and look what happened which would then take me in
after him. Look at the exis- the direction I needed to go.
tentialist writers who tell us
DCR: What do you want
there’s no hope—that we live
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people to come away with
after reading it?

Schultz: More than anything else, I’d want them to
recognize this heresy that is
facing us right now. We’re
taught that life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness are
gifts endowed to us by our
Creator. I feel that those
rights and liberties can evaporate quickly if we lose our
reverence and deference to
our Creator.
DCR: Should people be optimistic about the future?

Schultz: If they’re humanists, no. If their Catholics, yes!
The way I see it, the only way
an atheist can regain their
hope is to get on their knees.
And at that point, they’re no
longer atheists.

