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Young adults find joy in serving the poor
BY JULIE FILBY

Mother Teresa’s tomb, and enjoyed a wedding reception and
honeymoon.
“It was an enriching trip,” said
Anand. “We pray that God continues to bless us and increase
zeal in our souls for the poor
among us.”

Several young adults from the
Denver Archdiocese, ranging
from 19 to 34, spent their
Christmas break serving the
poor on international mission
trips. These young adults of the
Millennial Generation—a group
known for being civic-minded
and tuned in to global needs—
were inspired by the joy and
hope they encountered.

Pope says
Catholic
newspapers are
‘irreplaceable’
PAGE 16
CHARITY

Caring for
the dead
with dignity
PAGE 2

FEBRUARY 2, 2011

Recovery in Chile

Honeymoon in India
On Dec. 11, 2010, Anand
Bheemarasetti, 34, and Lindsey
Gardner, 29, were married at
Denver’s Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception. To
shape their future together, they
chose to start their marriage in
service.
On Dec. 15 they traveled to
India, the country of Anand’s
birth, to serve at the Kalighat
Home for the Dying, a hospice
for the poor in Calcutta run by
Missionaries of Charity.
“It was a powerful experience
to serve the sick and the dying,”
said Lindsey.
Anand, who grew up surrounded by poverty, had mixed
feelings toward the poor in the
past.
“As a child I was curious every
time beggars knocked at the
door,” he said. “I was intrigued
by their appearance, smell and
manners.”
His grandmother would offer
them food and supplies.
“She knew their names and
even gave them clothes for
Christmas and Easter,” he said.
“But after being annoyed by
beggars on the streets all the
time, I started ignoring them.”
Lindsey was touched by a dif-
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DENVER resident Kate Sweeney visits with El Oriente School
students Benjamin, in wheelchair, and his older brother Yoel
during a December mission trip to Chile.
ferent kind of poverty.
“Growing up I was blessed
with ... everything I could ever
need and more,” she said.
“However I did see poverty: the
spiritual kind. In college I saw
myself … taking everything for
granted (and) eventually … I
started ignoring God.”
In 2005, both heard a call to
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become FOCUS (Fellowship of
Catholic University Students)
missionaries, which is how they
met.
“We started serving on college
campuses, and went on mission
trips,” said Anand.
In India they also attended
Mass with the Missionaries of
Charity sisters, prayed at Blessed

On Feb. 27, 2010, Chile was hit
with an 8.8 magnitude earthquake: one of the strongest ever
recorded. Hundreds were killed
and countless structures destroyed. From Dec. 27 through
Jan. 6, Kate Sweeney, 29, led a
mission trip to Talca, Chile, one
of the areas hardest hit.
“The tragedy reached far beyond the destruction of homes
and buildings,” said Sweeney,
associate director of ENDOW
(Educating on the Nature and
Dignity of Women). “This trip
was designed to bring care to
areas where the human spirit
was suffering.”
The group of four female college students from Texas, age 19
to 22, plus Sweeney; was organized by Florencia Vicuna, a consecrated woman of Regnum
Christi and native of Chile.
The women served at a school,
children’s hospital, orphanage
and a home for the elderly.
“We were all edified greatly by
the lively faith found in those we
served,” said Sweeney.
“Martin,” a 15-year-old field
worker who attended one of
their virtue camps, made an impression on Sweeney.
“The teens shared how service
was important in their homes
and communities, especially for
those in need,” she said. “Soon
the group decided to make

See Service, Page 16

THE SAINTS: ST. BLAISE

40-year educators say teacher-student
learning is reciprocal
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Fourth century / Feast - Feb. 3
This bishop and martyr lived in the fourth century in Turkey and Armenia. For a time Blaise lived
in a cave to escape persecution. On his feast the
Church recalls a miracle cure associated with
him and celebrates the blessing of the throats.
Blaise apparently saved the life of a boy who
was choking on a fish bone. The saint said that
anyone who lit a candle in his memory would be free of infection,
thus candles are used in the traditional throat blessing. He is listed
among the Fourteen Holy Helpers, saints revered as healers.
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CHARLES J. CHAPUT O.F.M. CAP.

Iraqi Christians:
A shared faith, and its duties
Five years ago I received a letter from a former Special Forces
officer and graduate of West Point—a career Army veteran—
serving in Baghdad as a security adviser to Iraqi authorities.
A Catholic himself, he wrote to me about the harassment and
violence Iraqi Christians face as part of their daily routine. He
knew, as many Americans still don’t, that large Christian Arab
communities once thrived across the Middle East. Over the
centuries, under pressure from Islam, Christian populations
have slowly declined. But
the past 100 years have been
especially brutal for
TO DONATE
Christians of the region.
Tax-deductible financial contriHe wrote that:
butions should be directed to
“I have come to know
this pontifically authorized
many of the surviving (Iraqi)
agency:
Christians, both Eastern-rite
Catholic Near East Welfare
Catholic and Orthodox, who
Association (CNEWA)
work here in (Baghdad’s)
International Zone. I had
Attn: Iraqi Christian Relief
known as an academic item
1011 First Ave., New York, NY
about the massacre of the
10022
(Christian) Armenians by the
Internet donations may be
Ottoman Turks in 1915.
made directly to:
What I had not known was
that many of the areas curCNEWA at www.cnewa.org/dona
rently occupied by Kurds—
tion.aspx?ID=1526&sitecode=HQ
(southeast) Turkey, northern
Iraq and northwest Iran—
were originally… Christian. Not having enough manpower to
kill all the Christians in their empire, the Ottomans ‘contracted
out’ the destruction of the Christians to their subject peoples.
More than 750,000 were directly killed, died of disease and exposure, or starved to death. What’s going on now (in Iraq) very
much affects the remaining Christians here too.”
Discrimination, deprivation of rights and even bloodshed
against Christians: All of these indignities have a long and troubling history in the Middle East that predates Western colonialism and American interventions by many years. The horrific
attack and murders at Our Lady of Perpetual Help church (also
translated as “Our Lady of Deliverance”), an Eastern-rite
Catholic community in Baghdad last Oct. 31, were simply the
most dramatic in a long line of brutal acts designed to obliterate—either by killing or driving out—the ancient Iraqi Christian
community. Observers quite rightly describe the continuing
anti-Christian violence in Iraq as a form of “religious cleansing.”
In his World Day of Peace message last month, Pope Benedict
XVI voiced his anguish at the growing intolerance toward religious minorities in Asia, Africa and especially in the Middle
East. There’s nothing remote or theoretical about this intolerance. It is bitterly real. It’s being suffered by men, women and
children who belong to the family of Jesus Christ—our family;
our Church; they are our brothers and sisters. If we ignore
them, we ignore our own baptism.
Last December, in a letter to brother bishops, clergy and lay
Catholics across the United States, Mar Barnaba Yousif Habas—
bishop of Our Lady of Deliverance Syriac Catholic Diocese covering the United States and Canada—pleaded for our solidarity
and prayers. He warned that we are “witnessing an ongoing
genocide and forced exodus of (Iraq’s Christians) because they
are Christians, and only because of their faith. Unfortunately,
the world does not care for the innocent and the poor. No matter what, the Iraqi Christians are holding (onto) their faith for
consolation, and their resolve in our Lord Jesus Christ is their
hope and their joy.”
The current turmoil in Egypt threatens, once again, to obscure
the intense suffering of Christians throughout the region. Don’t
let that happen. This is the kind of moment that determines
who we really are as believers. We can’t solve the problems of
the world. But we can help brother Christians who are suffering
for their faith and simply trying to live in peace in a land they’ve
called home for centuries, long before the arrival of Islam.
Please pray for the Catholic and other Christian communities

See Archbishop, Page 12

Caring for the dead with Christian dignity
Archdiocesan
cemeteries,
mortuary gave $1.3
million in services
to poor in 2010

CATHOLIC BURIAL
AND FUNERAL
SERVICES
Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary
12801 W. 44th Ave., Wheat
Ridge
www.archdenmort.org
303-425-9511

BY JOHN GLEASON

A natural order of things
might be expressed as we’re
born, we live and we die—and
while our souls are eternal, the
Church teaches that our bodies,
which housed our temporal
lives, need to be given a dignified funeral and burial.
But what happens if someone
can’t afford these services? What
happens to the person who has
nothing: the homeless person;
the person without money and
without family? Who cares for
them? The answer, frequently,
is the Church.
“We’ve heard it mentioned
many times by Archbishop
(Charles) Chaput,” said Mike
Wright, director of Archdiocese
of Denver Mortuary and Mount
Olivet Cemetery. “(Burial) is
about the dignity of the individual from birth to natural death.
That’s why we’re here.”
In addition to the Archdiocese
of Denver Mortuary and Mount
Olivet Cemetery, both of which
are located in Wheat Ridge, the
archdiocese operates St. Simeon
Cemetery in Aurora.

The needy
Every year, many people die
who have no means with which
to pay for a funeral and burial.
When that happens, the

Mount Olivet Cemetery
Address: see mortuary above
www.mtolivetdenver.org
303-424-7785
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AT THE DENVER
Archdiocese's Mount Olivet
Cemetery in Wheat Ridge and
St. Simeon Cemetery in Aurora
there are no special sections
for the poor; rather, charity
burials are interspersed among
all other graves.
Archdiocese
of
Denver
Mortuary and Cemeteries often
are asked to step in to ensure
these people are cared for.
“When it comes to this ministry of the poor, people fall into
one of several categories,”
Wright said. “It could be a person who’s on Medicaid, or a
homeless person, or someone
who is on government assistance or who is a ward of the
state.”
Once notified that someone
has died, the mortuary goes to
receive and care for the body
until plans are determined. A
county human services department looks into whether a per-

St. Simeon Cemetery
22001 E. State Hwy. 30,
Aurora
www.stsimeondenver.org
720-859-9785

son has means with which to
pay for a funeral. If not, the
county offers to pay a nominal
amount to help cover the burial
costs. That money is split between the mortuary and the
cemetery providing the services.
The Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary and its cemeteries accept these charity cases on a rotating basis with other such
providers across the Denver
metro area.
“We meet with the family and
help with selection of funeral
and burial services so their loved
one can have appropriate religious services,” Wright said.

The homeless

In situations of the homeless
who lack family or friends, the
process is a little different.
“First, the coroner’s office attempts to find the family,”

See Cemeteries, Page 3

Planning a funeral: It’s best to make plans now
The trial of planning a funeral is something you often
hear about after someone has
died. A death in the family
means that family members,
in addition to dealing with the
loss of a loved one, often have
to put together a service to remember them by.
What would the deceased
have wanted included in the
service? Will there be a rosary?
What Scripture readings or
music are fitting?
Then there is the matter of

selecting a casket—or will the
departed be cremated? Experts
say people are wise to consider
pre-planning their own funeral
to save family members the
stress of having to guess and
debate the departed’s wishes.
A
Funeral
Planning
Workshop, sponsored by the
Denver Archdiocese’s Office of
Liturgy, the Archdiocese of
Denver Mortuary, and Mount
Olivet and St. Simeon cemeteries, is set for 8:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. Feb. 5 at Spirit of Christ

Church, 7400 W. 80th Ave. in
Arvada. The workshop will be
presented by Deacon Charles
Parker, director of the Office of
Liturgy, and Mike Wright, director of the Archdiocese of
Denver Mortuary. In addition
to hearing a wealth of information, there will be an opportunity for attendees to ask
questions. There is no cost to
attend but those wishing to go
are asked to RSVP by calling
303-715-3221 or e-mail litur
gy.office@archden.org.
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Young adults fill tavern to hear bishop’s
insights on Blessed John Henry Newman

THE GOOD NEWS ON YOUTH

BY ANNA MARIA BASQUEZ

CHRISTOPHER STEFANICK

Some 350 young adults
packed Braun’s Bar & Grill in
Denver Jan. 28 to hear the story
of once anti-Catholic John
Henry Newman and his path to
conversion into the faith.
Newman, a religious figure of
19th-century England who
lived between 1801 and 1890,
was someone Auxiliary Bishop
James Conley said gave his sermons names such as ‘The
Religious Use of Excited
Feelings’
and
‘The
Consequences of a Single Sin.’
“(People) would flock to hear
him preach,” Bishop Conley
said. “The students (at Oxford)
would say, ‘It was as if he was
speaking to me personally.’
Bishop Conley’s talk titled,
“The Life and Legacy of
Blessed
John
Henry
Newman,” was the latest in
the Theology on Tap lecture
series, which is sponsored by
the Denver Archdiocese’s
Youth, Young Adult and
Campus Ministry Office.
Theology on Tap is typically
hosted one Friday evening a
month between September
and April in the basement bar
area of the same establishment. Talks are also hosted in
a separate series in Fort
Collins.
Bishop Conley gave highlights of many aspects of
Newman’s life, pointing to him
as the inspiration for many
writers to come after, including
G.K. Chesterton, J.R.R. Tolkien
and Hilaire Belloc, all of whom
will be featured in the remaining Theology on Tap lecture
season, respectively on Feb. 18,
March 18 and April 15.
The prelate detailed the three
conversions Newman had in
his life, all of which were preceded by an illness of some
kind. He added that like St.
Augustine and St. Paul, who are
associated in people’s minds
with their writings, “It’s very
hard to separate (Newman’s)
writings from the man.”
A
long-time
Anglican,
Newman slowly converted to
Catholicism, much to the cha-

Cemeteries
From Page 2
Wright said. “It can take a long
time, months if necessary.
Once the search is exhausted
and there is no one to take
charge of the deceased, then we
get a call.”
A removal service goes to remove the body from the coroner
and it is taken to the mortuary
where it is dressed, placed into a
casket and taken to the cemetery for what is called “a direct
burial,” meaning the body is not

Pro-life is cool
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AUXILIARY BISHOP James Conley addresses some 350
young adults Jan. 28 at Braun’s Bar & Grill downtown in the
latest Theology on Tap lecture.
grin of Oxford University leaders. Newman’s sermons had
become so attuned to
Catholicism that many of his
students
converted
to
Catholicism in the six years before he did.
As one of the key leaders in
the Oxford Movement, which
took place from 1833 to 1841 in
an effort to strengthen the
Church of England, Newman
and his colleagues published
tracts that were often 30- to 40pages long.
“They were spread all over
England,” Bishop Conley said,
adding that people would eagerly wait for the pamphlets
that had titles such as “The
Apostolic Origin of Faith,” “The
Inspiration of Scripture” and
“Divine Authorship of the
Bible.”
Newman was the author of
the famous tract 90 which was
published in 1841. It aroused
dismay at Oxford and was
“condemned” as too Catholic.
Resigning his comfortable
teaching post at Oxford and
chaplaincy at the university
church, Saint Mary the Virgin,
where he had served as an
Anglican priest since 1825, he
converted to Catholicism on
October 9, 1845.
Last September, Newman
was beatified in an important

step toward canonization.
Dominican Brother James
Peter, 23, who attended the talk
with seven other Dominican
brothers, told the Denver
Catholic Register he respected
Newman’s journey of conversion as being not one of academics but of “his lived experience.”
Denver resident Laurie
Vargas, 37, said it’s important to
look to those who lived saintly
lives for direction in our own
Christian journey.
“Their suffering should be
hope for us that in suffering
there is hope,” she said.
Aurora resident Paolo Dizon,
41, said he was heartened by
how Newman’s faith walk
transformed his life.
“It encouraged me that even
though we might now have,
say, a certain career, which is a
good life, that God can still
eventually work in us to where
we find another calling.”

embalmed and no formal services are held. However, even for
those without family and
friends, in the final moments,
the Church through the cemetery, makes sure the person is
not alone.
Cemetery administrators or
groundskeepers commit the
body to the ground with prayer,
Wright said.
“These are graves that are interspersed throughout the
cemetery,” he emphasized.
“There is no ‘potter’s field.’
Again, it’s about the dignity of
the person.”

Last year the mortuary and
cemeteries of the archdiocese
wrote off more than $1.3 million
in funeral and burial expenses in
laying to rest those whose families couldn’t afford to care for
them or who had no family at all.
“We take care of the poor,”
Wright said simply. “We don’t
check to see if they’re Catholic—
many times there is no way to
know.
“If they need burial and have
no place to turn, we’ll care for
them,” he added. “That’s our
ministry—to take care of the
children of God.”

THEOLOGY
ON TAP
For more information
Online:
http://archdenyouth.org/young
-adults/theology-on-tap/
Phone: 303-715-3178

The ever-shifting parameters of “cool” drove hordes of teens
to put grease in their hair in the ‘50s, sleep outdoors for three
days in the mud at Woodstock in the ‘60s, wear bellbottoms in
the ‘70s, and popularized disturbingly neon clothing in the ‘80s.
Much like the wind, “cool” is hard to pin down, but its effects on
youth culture are hard to miss.
In many ways, coolness wasn’t a big help to adolescent development in the ‘80s and ‘90s. As a member of “generation Jeff
Spicoli” (see “Fast Times at Ridgemont High”—or better yet,
don’t see it!), drinking, messing around with girls, and skating
by in school with a C- would have all been socially acceptable
for me.
Thanks to an early conversion to the Catholic faith, I wasn’t a
casualty of cool. In high school I wore baggy pants, had long
hair and had a rosary dangling visibly from my pocket. I could
rip on electric guitar and knew every John Michael Talbot (a
Catholic quasi-monk musician) song ever written. I wasn’t the
norm. The fact that I was deeply religious and regarded as cool
by my peers was an anomaly. And as a teenager I stood out like
a sore thumb at pro-life demonstrations.
Such demonstrations didn’t fit within the parameters of cool
in the early ‘90s for teenagers. It’s not that I was surrounded by
octogenarians (80-somethings) at pro-life events, it’s just that
other teens were hard to find. And the media did its best to ignore us in order to perpetuate the notion that being pro-choice
was cooler than being pro-life.
I specifically remember one march in New York City, tens of
thousands strong. I was marching next to a saintly, elderly
woman. She was alone, struggling to walk in the cold, rosary in
hand. She pressed on, keeping the world turning with her
prayers.
A reporter brushed passed me and the 30- and 40-somethings
around me, held her camera high above the woman’s head, and
got her shot—a woman hunched over, gray hair, praying her
rosary—the portrait of a pro-life movement without youth, a
movement destined to pass with our grandparent’s generation. I
remember thinking, “Didn’t you see the young man walking next
to your camera?” She did, of course. She chose to ignore me.
But the boundaries of cool are shifting in the abortion debate, and it’s becoming harder for the world to ignore.
Approximately 40,000 people were drawn to the San Francisco
March for Life Jan. 21. The march stretched well over a mile
through the heart of the city. Live Action leaders estimate that
60 percent of the crowd was less than 30 years old, with many
thousands of high school youth present.
According to one participant, Charbel Semaan: “You couldn’t
overlook the huge number of youths. They were everywhere.
And the pro-choice protestors have been shrinking yearly. They
just don’t have much to say. One group of protestors was simply
dancing around with a few signs.” (Doesn’t sound very cool,
does it?)
Another group of protestors tried to infiltrate the pro-life crowd
carrying banners and chanting: “A fetus is not a baby! Women are
not incubators!” The young pro-life crowd decided to drown
them out by praying a Chaplet of Divine Mercy. The pro-choice
protestors left the scene, frustrated and obviously outnumbered.
The D.C. March for Life was attended by about 400,000.
Walking through the crowd it was clear that the pro-life movement is young. The pro-life office of the Archdiocese of
Washington organizes a pre-march rally for high school youths.
They have to turn away countless groups because the Verizon
Center, among the largest arenas in D.C., can only fit 20,000
people!
In the oft-fragile psyche of teenagers, large numbers help define what is and isn’t cool. The growing number of vocal, pro-life
teenagers is bringing that movement to a tipping point. It’s already deemed “normal” for a teen to be pro-life, and with each
passing March for Life, it’s clear that pro-life is getting ever cooler.
Given the power of the cool factor in youth culture, this
should make the pro-choice movement very nervous.
Speaker and author Christopher Stefanick is director of Youth,
Young Adult and Campus Ministry for the Denver Archdiocese.
Visit chris-stefanick.com.
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Aggie Catholic renaissance
Where can you find a Catholic chaplaincy at an institution of
higher learning that’s looking to expand its church to seat 1,400,
because the current 850 just isn’t enough?
South Bend, Ind., perhaps? Well, no, actually: College Station,
Texas, where the Catholic chaplaincy at Texas A&M, St. Mary’s
Catholic Center, is setting a new national standard for Catholic
campus ministry.
Aggie Catholicism is something to behold. Daily Mass attendance averages 175; there were closer to 300 Catholic Aggies at
Mass on a weekday afternoon when I visited a few years back.
Sunday Masses draw between 4,000 and 5,000 worshippers.
There are 10 weekly time-slots for confessions, which are also
heard all-day long on Monday. Eucharistic adoration, rosary
groups, the Liturgy of the Hours, and the traditional First Friday
devotion are staples of Aggie Catholicism’s devotional life.
A rich retreat program is available, and each year some 1,250
students make or staff a retreat sponsored by St. Mary’s. “Aggie
Awakening,” an adaptation of Cursillo for students, is one of the
cornerstones of the campus ministry; other, specially designed
programs include a silent retreat and a retreat titled “Genius of
Women.” In 2009-10, 200 students participated in bi-weekly spiritual direction programs, and another 70 took part in the “Samuel
Group,” an exercise in Ignatian discernment that includes a commitment to curb what one campus minister describes as “unnecessary TV and Internet use.” Two-thousand A&M students, not all
of them Catholics, have participated in introductory sessions exploring the theology of the body, and many have continued that
exploration in follow-on study groups.
Then there is service. Aggie Catholics participate in domestic
and international missions, work with Habitat for Humanity,
take part in a ministry to prisoners, and are involved in various
pro-life activities. In fact, the 40 Days for Life program is an outgrowth of the Catholic campus ministry at Texas A&M; the national office of 40 Days is staffed by Aggie grads. The campus
ministry also works with a local Life Center that helps mothers
and families in difficult situations.
All this energy has had a discernible effect on vocational formation and discernment. Since 2000, the campus ministry has
averaged some nine students per year entering the seminary or
religious novitiates; 132 Catholic Aggies have been ordained
priests or made final religious vows in the past two decades.
And then there is the vocation to marriage and family, which
the campus ministry takes very seriously. Aggie Catholics are
also a powerful witness to the rest of Aggieland; 175 new
Catholics have entered the Church the past two years through
St. Mary’s RCIA program.
The Catholic renaissance at Texas A&M is staffed by two fulltime priests, three part-time and semi-retired deacons, one
part-time priest, three full-time lay campus ministers, three sisters from the Apostles of the Interior Life, three part-time campus ministers, and four part-time student interns. That probably strikes many campus ministers as a rather large staff. In fact,
the people who lead St. Mary’s are stretched—and they began
where many others are today.
Catholic campus ministry at Texas A&M is a striking example
of “If you build it, they will come.” The program is unapologetically orthodox. There is no fudging the demands of the faith. And
yet they come, and come, and come, because Aggie Catholicism
shows the campus a dynamic orthodoxy that is not a retreat into
the past but a way of seizing the future and bending it in a more
humane direction. The premise that informed John Paul II’s approach to students his entire life—that young people want to be
challenged to lead lives of heroic virtue, in which the search for
love is the search for a pure and noble love—is the premise that
guides Catholic campus ministry at College Station.
Texas A&M is a special place, culturally; in many respects, it
seems to have skipped the ‘60s, such that its 21st-century life is
in palpable continuity with its past. That’s a deeply Catholic cultural instinct, which St. Mary’s has seized to build a program
that is a model for the entire country.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper
of the Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Feb. 6: Fifth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Isaiah 58:7-10
• Psalm 112:4-9
• 1 Corinthians 2:1-5
• Matthew 5:13-16
Synopsis: The book of Isaiah
was written during a critical period in Israel’s history when the
nation, divided into two kingdoms, was being assaulted by
foreign armies. The book can
generally be divided into two
parts: Chapters 1-39 contains
warnings, exhortations and
judgments along with promises
of a Messianic king who would
restore justice and bring lasting
peace. Chapters 40-66, sometimes called “the book of consolation” was written during the
Babylonian Captivity as the people of God awaited a new and
glorious future. This week’s first
reading is taken from the second
part. The mark of a renewed
Israel will be how the weakest
members of society are treated.
Israel will shine with the glory of
God insofar as she treats the
poor and the oppressed with
justice. In the second reading
Paul reminds the Corinthians of

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Day of mourning
January 22 is an ominous day
of mourning in the United
States. On that day in 1973 the
U.S. Supreme Court cast a dark
cloud over America by outlawing
unwanted human life. On that
day the courts decreed, in
clenched affirmation, that the
womb—the very cradle of life—
was the most unsafe place for an
innocent human being to live.
But no matter how decadent and
nihilistic our leaders, media and
lobbyists
(like
Planned
Parenthood) have become in
praise of a false sense of freedom,
they will never quash the true
human spirit of life and liberty
that lives and grows in the very
depths of the common man.
This is because “every man” is
educated by his heart and conscience, not his pride. He cannot
be deceived by the intricate
tricks of the intellect that would
lead him to doubt the obvious
fact that an embryo is a human
being or believe that human beings in their earliest stages of ex-

his own weakness. Despite his
limitations, God used him to
proclaim the Gospel. His only
aim was to preach “Jesus Christ
and him crucified.” Corinth was
a large, busy seaport populated
by intelligent and urbane people. They did not want to hear
about sin, nor of a crucified Jew
who could deliver them from
sin. For those who could accept
Paul’s message, however, the
cross was ‘the power of God’ to
overcome sin and change one’s
life. The Gospel reading continues Jesus’ Sermon on the
Mount. His disciples are called
to emulate him. They are not to
be like salt and light in the world;
they are to be salt and light. They
are to manifest the inner reality
of Christ in their lives through
good works, sanctifying the
world in the process.
Key verse: “Just so, your light
must shine before others, that
they may see your good deeds
and glorify your heavenly
Father” (Mt 5:16).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “What faith confesses,
the sacraments communicate:
by the sacraments of rebirth,
Christians have become ‘children of God,’ ‘partakers of the divine nature.’ Coming to see in
the faith their new dignity,
Christians are called to lead

henceforth a life ‘worthy of the
Gospel of Christ’” (No.1692).
Pope Benedict XVI: “The mystery of the Eucharist inspires and
impels us to work courageously
within our world to bring about
that renewal of relationships
which has its inexhaustible
source in God’s gift. … The
Christian laity, formed at the
school of the Eucharist, are called
to assume their specific political
and social responsibilities”
(“Sacramentum Caritatis,” 91).
Life application: Glory and
good deeds. They go together.
The essence of who we are as
Catholics is expressed most eloquently in the Eucharist. The
liturgy must shine with the radiance of Christ’s love. From it
“good deeds doth proceed.” The
moral health of a society is
judged by how it treats its weakest and most defenseless members. As Catholics we are blessed
with so many good things, not
the least of which is the Mass.
But those blessings carry the responsibility of bringing the light
of the Gospel into a world
plagued by darkness and sin.
James Cavanagh is director of
Evangelization and Catechesis
for Metro-area Parishes of the
Denver Archdiocese. Cavanagh’s
column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register.

istence are expendable. Happily,
this is becoming increasing clear
in the insuppressible and ever vibrant “Walks for Life” that are
springing
up
throughout
America and around the world.
Let us not give in to the false
promises and hopes of our contemporary elites who tell us that
we should live only for today and
forget the gift of life in the womb.
Let us instead shout from the
hilltops the scientific fact and
moral truth that a human embryo is a dynamic, autonomous,
and
marvelously
ordered
human being.
Sam Miller
Toronto, Ontario

active with us to support our
Church with our Catholic Action
(hot button issues) and Patriotic
programs?
You can find all the details of
membership on our website:
www.cwv.org.
We would be pleased to make
arrangements to welcome you
into our great organization.
James C. Finkel
CWV national membership
chairman
Rev. Jack W. Hoak, O.F.M.
CWV chaplain

Looking for veterans
Most Rev. Richard B. Higgins,
auxiliary bishop of the
Archdiocese for the Military
Services, recently told us the
Catholic War Veterans of the USA
must continue our work for God,
country and home to face the
challenges of this new century.
Pastors: Do you have 15
Catholic veterans in your parish
to organize a post, and become

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize that
the opinions expressed in letters to the
editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation or libelous
statements will not be printed. Unsigned
letters will not be printed. Letters may
be edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-7152045. E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Feb. 3: The Catholic Foundation Executive Committee meeting, JPII Center (3:30 p.m.)
Feb. 4: The Catholic Foundation Grant Committee meeting, JPII Center (9 a.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Feb. 2: Episcopal Ordination and Installation of the Most Reverend John B. Brungardt, Dodge City, Kans. (2 p.m.)
Feb. 3: Speaker, University of Denver, Lindsay Auditorium, Sturm Hall, (7 p.m.)
Feb. 4: Mass for seminarians and faculty, Christ the King Chapel, JPII Center (12:10 p.m.)
Feb. 5: Prayer Vigil, Planned Parenthood, 7155 E. 38th Ave., Denver (9:30 a.m.); Mass, Mother of God Parish
(4 p.m. and 6 p.m.)
Feb. 6: Mass, Mother of God Parish (7 a.m.); RAD Retreat, JPII Center (10 a.m.)
Feb. 8: Andrew dinner for vocations, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Fort Collins (6 p.m.)
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Roman Missal: The new
translation and apologetics
BY KEVIN ALDRICH

The following Q&A is the final in a fourpart series by writer Kevin Aldrich with
Roman Missal English translation expert
Msgr. James P. Moroney.
Q: “Sacrosanctum Concilium,” the
Vatican II Constitution on the Liturgy
called for a “full, conscious and active
participation” in the Mass on the part of
the faithful. Does the new translation
foster this or is it a rollback of the reform
which the council called for?
A: It was Pope Pius X who first called for
the active participation of the faithful in
the sacred liturgy. An authentic translation of the prayers of the holy Mass certainly provides an avenue for a deeper
participation in the sacred liturgy.
Likewise, the deepening understanding
of participation in its internal as well as
external dimensions will allow the
Church to continue to build upon the understanding of the indispensible role of
participation in the liturgy as articulated
by popes and bishops throughout the
years.
Q: What do you think about the criticism that the new translation is not “pastoral”? What do people mean by “pastoral”? Is the new translation “pastoral”?
A: I prefer the definition of pastoral offered to us by the Good Shepherd. A
good shepherd knows his sheep, seeks
them out when they are lost, carries them
home, and protects them from the wolf
and the false shepherds. This translation

seeks to give the faithful access to the true
meaning of the prayers of the Church, to
attract them with their beauty and their
truth, and to preserve the Church from
imprecisions or unfortunate amplifications in previous attempts. I would suggest that such an approach is eminently
pastoral.
Q: One critic has objected to specific
examples of the new translation as
“clumsy” and “precious.” He cited these
as examples:
“and with your spirit”
“consubstantial with the Father”
“incarnate of the Virgin Mary”
“oblation of our service”
“send down your Spirit like the dewfall”
“He took the precious chalice”
“serene and kindly countenance”
I personally like all these.What is your
take on the criticism?
A: Cardinal George Pell, the chairman
of the Vox Clara Committee, was recently
quoted as referring to such unusual
sounding expressions as “not the sort of
language one would use at a barbecue.”
And yet, his eminence pointed out there
are no other renderings more accurate of
the original Latin texts than these. An accurate translation of a difficult concept
can be explained and the faithful can
grow into its use by adequate catechesis.
A simpler, but less accurate translation
will never lead anyone to the fullness of
the truth.

See Missal, Page 13
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EWTN acquires National Catholic Register; newspaper launched in 1927
IRONDALE, Ala. (CNS)—
The Eternal Word Television
Network, based in Irondale,
has signed a letter of intent to
acquire the National Catholic
Register, which describes itself
as “the nation’s leading
Catholic newspaper.” EWTN
was to assume full control and
ownership of the Register, now
based in Irondale, on Feb. 1.
Its editorial and business offices had been based in North
Haven, Conn., since 1995,
when the Legionaries of
Christ bought the paper and
moved it to New England from
California. “I am very pleased
and excited that the Register
will now be a part of the
EWTN family,” said Michael P.
Warsaw, EWTN’s president
and chief executive officer. “All
of us at EWTN have great respect for the Register and the
role it has played throughout
its history. It’s a tremendous
legacy that deserves to not
only be preserved, but also to
grow and to flourish.” Warsaw
said in a Jan. 19 statement: “I
believe that EWTN will be able
to provide the stability that
the Register needs at this time
as well as to give it a platform
for its growth in the years
ahead. We’re proud to be able
to step in and carry on both

BRIEFS

More than 40,000
rally at annual
pro-life walk on
West Coast
SAN FRANCISCO (CNS)—
More than 40,000 people
crowded San Francisco’s waterfront boulevard for the seventh annual Walk for Life West
Coast on the 38th anniversary
of the Supreme Court’s Roe v.
Wade decision legalizing
abortion. “We’re here to break
the chains of the culture of
death,” walk co-founder
Dolores Meehan told the
morning rally Jan. 22, before
the 2.5-mile walk along the
Embarcadero to Marina
Green near the Golden Gate
Bridge. “It’s awesome to see all
of you packed out there,” she
told the record-breaking
crowd. Speaker Abby Johnson,
30, who walked away from her
job as a director of a Texas
Planned Parenthood clinic in
2009 after assisting with an ultrasound-guided abortion,
told the young people in the
crowd, “You are the new generation of pro-lifers and let me
tell you something friends,
Planned Parenthood and the
pro-choice movement, they
are shaking in their boots. ...
They are terrified because

CNS PHOTO/NANCY WIECHEC

THE EARLY January edition of the National Catholic
Register shows a photo of Pope Benedict XVI on the front
page. Eternal World Television Network announced Jan. 19
that it had acquired the newspaper. The paper was launched
by the Denver Catholic Register in 1927. It has been operated
by the Legionaries of Christ since 1995.
the Register’s name and its tradition of faithful Catholic reporting on the issues of the
day.” Under the terms of the
transaction, no cash will be
exchanged between the parties. EWTN, a global Catholic
network, will take over the ongoing operational expenses of
the Register and will assume
the paper’s future subscrip-

tion liabilities. The National
Catholic Register grew out of
the Denver Catholic Register,
which was born as the Denver
Catholic March 17, 1900.
Under the leadership of Msgr.
Matthew Smith, the Register
system of newspapers was developed, with the first national edition appearing Nov. 8,
1927.

there are so many more prolife young adults than prochoice young adults,” Johnson
said. “You know why? Because
it makes sense to be pro-life. It
doesn’t make sense to be prochoice. ... Technology doesn’t
back it up. You guys 30 years of
age and younger, you guys,
you’re the movement. You’re
the next generation. This is
our time; make it count.”

deep concern for us all,” the
pope told representatives of
the
Catholic,
Armenian
Apostolic, Coptic Orthodox,
Ethiopian Orthodox, Syrian
Orthodox,
Malankara
Orthodox Syrian and Eritrean
Orthodox churches. “All
Christians need to work together in mutual acceptance
and trust in order to serve the
cause of peace and justice,”
he said, adding a prayer that
the example of the martyrs of
both churches would give
Christians strength and
courage in the face of adversity.
Coptic
Orthodox
Metropolitan
Bishoy
of
Damiette, Egypt, the cochairman of the dialogue,
thanked Pope Benedict for
his prayers for the dead and
the injured. The Coptic leader
also
praised
Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak’s
commitment to protecting
Egyptian Christians and he
told the pope that hundreds
of Muslims came out Jan. 7—
when
Copts
celebrated
Christmas—to show their
support for their Christian
neighbors. The Egyptian government and a leading group
of Muslim scholars objected
to some of Pope Benedict’s
comments on the Coptic
church bombing, saying they
gave the impression that the
government does not guarantee the freedom and safety of
Egyptian Christians.

Divided Christians
must support one
another in suffering,
pope says
VATICAN CITY (CNS)—
When one Christian community is suffering, other
Christians must offer assistance, Pope Benedict XVI told
Coptic Orthodox and other
Oriental Orthodox church
leaders. The pope met Jan. 28
with
members
of
the
Catholic-Oriental Orthodox
theological dialogue who
were holding their annual
meeting in Rome; the 2011
meeting came less than a
month after a bomb attack on
a Coptic Orthodox church in
Alexandria, Egypt, left 23
people dead. “Many of you
come from regions where
Christian individuals and
communities face trials and
difficulties that are a cause of
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Singles urged: Build
community deepen faith
BY ANNA MARIA BASQUEZ

Author and speaker Mary Beth
Bonacci spoke to nearly 200 single
Catholics ages 20 to 70-plus on Jan. 22
and urged them to trust in God.
“God knows you. God knows your past.
God knows your divorce,” she said. “God
knows the one that got away. … He knew
it from the beginning of time. And He has
a plan for you.”
Bonacci, director of evangelization,
catechesis and family life for St. Mary
Parish in Littleton and author of several
books, spoke in four sessions during the
workshop, “It’s a Noah’s Ark World and
I’m Stuck on the Shore in the Rain:
Encountering God in the Single Life.”
Attendees were from out of state and
throughout Colorado.
“This is a reunion of sorts,” Bonacci
said, referring to talks she gave at one of
the first National Catholic Singles
Conferences.
Bonacci said her workshop aimed to
recreate the experience of that 2006
event, which drew 450 Catholic singles of
all ages to Denver. The next National
Catholic Singles Conference will be in San
Antonio on Feb. 25-27.
She noted that today, 50 percent of
adults in Denver are unmarried.
She stressed the importance of striving
to build community. She detailed a time
she visited family in Italy, where she said
people don’t fill the lonely void just by getting married. Rather, there, all married
and single people fill that void by having
community.
“I was struck by the way they live the
‘communion of persons,’” Bonacci said.
“When somebody is single, they live next
door to the rest of the family. They know
everybody. When you’re lonely there, you
go to the town square. We lack the sense
of community in America that Italians
have. We say, ‘I’ll get married and then I
won’t be lonely.’”
But, she said, even married people, at

Service
From Page 1
cards for sick children in the hospital …
I’ll always remember the quiet that settled in as the rambunctious teens … created cards for the sick.
“Watching Martin, a tough hard-working teen, carefully draw a ‘Rat Superhero’
for a sick boy taught me much about
service—and humility,” she said.

School in Philippines

From Dec. 28 through Jan. 9, eight
young adults from St. Thomas More
Parish in Centennial, ranging from 20 to
30, traveled to the Philippines to help rebuild a school.
“The Lord had much bigger plans for
us,” said Patrick Meleney, a youth minister at the parish, who led the group. “It
turned out to be more of an immersion
trip. We learned that sharing ourselves
was more important than any amount of
work we could do.”
The trip was inspired by the parish’s director of communication, Mila Glodava,
who grew up in the Philippines and

times, feel lonely and long for a deeper relationship with God and community.
“I love Facebook … but with the
Internet we can sit in front of a computer
all day in our pajamas and feel like we
have community, but we don’t,” she said.
“Isolation is the cross of this generation.”
She quoted a line from one of the final
episodes of the show “Friends,” saying,
“’When you’re 20 and you live in the city,
your friends are your family.’
“That’s true in the Church,” she said.
“Families are important in the lives of singles and singles are important to families.”
She said singles and families in the
Church should make an effort to blur the
dividing social lines that tend to exist between them.
“Couples don’t invite us to their kids’
birthday parties because they assume
that singles are spending all their time at
cocktail parties,” Bonacci said, “but the
reality is that our lives are usually far less
glamorous, and we’d probably appreciate
an invitation to the birthday party.”
She encouraged singles not to center
their lives in a search for a partner.
“Centering our lives around it doesn’t
matter because, in the end, it’s a gift from
God,” said Bonacci. She said she reminds
herself that in the second creation account in Genesis, before Eve was created,
Adam waited on that gift. She urged singles to do the same.
“We pray, we listen to God, and we go
wherever he calls,” she said.
In her session titled “Sex and the Single
Catholic,” Bonacci said that singles sometimes resist the notion of chastity out of a
misguided idea that marriage—any marriage—is the ultimate goal.
“When we understand that our ultimate goal is heaven, that puts everything
into a different perspective,” she said.
Bonacci said she plans to record a DVD
set encompassing some of the subjects
she discussed, to be released later this
year.
joined them on the trip. In 1972 a typhoon destroyed her childhood school in
Infanta. Since 2003 she has been working
to rebuild it.
“We traveled to share faith with the
people, and participate in the (school)
construction process,” said Meleney.
“Each project seemed minor compared
to the wonderful times of faith, laughter
and adventure with the beautiful people
of Infanta.”
They also served the community by
cleaning a convent chapel and planting
vegetables.
“We were inspired and filled with hope
by the witness of the faith-filled people we
met,” Meleney said. “… and overwhelmed
by their gift of joy, hope and inspiration.”
Susan Frank, also a youth minister at St.
Thomas More, encouraged others to consider mission work.
“Every Catholic needs to go on a mission trip at some point in their lives,” she
said. “We need to meet our brothers and
sisters on the other side of the world, especially those living in poverty—not because they’re poor and need to learn from
us, but because we’re ‘comfortable’ and
need to learn from them.”

8l

FEBRUARY 2, 2011 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l FEBRUARY 2, 2011

l 9

1 0 l C AT H O L I C S C H O O L S W E E K

FEBRUARY 2, 2011 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

40-year educators say teacher-student learning is reciprocal
BY JOHN GLEASON

This week, Jan. 30 through
Feb. 5, Catholic schools across
the nation are celebrating
Catholic
Schools
Week.
Catholic schools typically mark
the observance with Masses,
open houses and special activities for students, administrators, faculty, school staff, the
community and families.
The national theme for 2011
is “Catholic Schools: A+ for
America.” The theme highlights the fact that Catholic
schools are an “added value”
(“A plus”) for the nation due to
their high academic standards
and high graduation rates, all
supported by strong moral values. As a result, Catholic school
graduates make a positive contribution to American society.
Here in the Archdiocese of
Denver, parents of prospective
students are being invited to
“Take Another Look” at
Catholic education.
Many
Catholic schools are hosting information days and tours in the
coming weeks to allow parents
and their children to walk the
halls, talk with teachers and
students and see for themselves the tradition of excellence continuing today.
Each year, as part of the local
celebration,
the
Denver
Archdiocese’s Office of Catholic
Schools acknowledges those
teachers who are marking anniversaries of note, many of
whom will be mentioned in
upcoming issues of the Denver
Catholic Register. Below are
profiles of two educators who
are marking four decades in
Catholic schools: Bill Jelinek
and Don McMaster.

Bill Jelinek
Regis Jesuit High School
With the exception of his first
year, when he taught at the
now closed St. Francis de Sales
High School in Denver, Bill
Jelinek’s 40-year career has
been spent teaching, advising
and nurturing students at Regis
Jesuit
High
School-Boys
Division. He said sometimes
it’s hard to believe that amount
of time has gone by.
“It all comes back when you
look at old photos,” he said
with a chuckle. “Then you really see how long it’s been.”
It’s the combination of people he deals with everyday that
keeps him young, Jelinek
said—the teachers from whom
he learns a great deal and the
students from whom he learns
even more.
“One of the benefits of working in education is watching the
young people grow,” he said.
“They develop their talents and
take on more responsibility as
adults; there’s nothing like it.”
A native of Kansas City, Mo.,
Jelinek moved to Colorado in

PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DCR

BILL JELINEK

DON MCMASTER

the early 1970s where he began
teaching theology at Regis
Jesuit, coached varsity baseball
for 10 years and football for 17
years. Jelinek had already
moved over to the counseling
office when the school relocated to its present location in
Aurora. He said it was a good
way to get to know his students
even better.
“You talk with them, get to
know their likes and dislikes
and focus in on any problems
that may arise,” he said. “It’s a
great way to meet the parents
of the students as well.”
Jim Gmelech, principal of
Regis Jesuit Boys Division, described Jelinek as the consummate Jesuit educator and professional: faith-filled, committed to the Jesuit mission and
dedicated to the intellectual
and spiritual formation of
young men.
“Bill’s tenure at Regis Jesuit is
marked most obviously by his
commitment to the care of the
individual student,” Gmelech
said. “His experience, intellect
and commitment to his vocation has formed not only the
young men he has served, but
also many of his colleagues.
He is one who epitomizes Regis
Jesuit’s motto of being ‘A man
with and for others.’”
When asked about retirement, Jelinek admitted it’s on
the horizon.
“I’m not saying what the immediate future holds,” he said.
“But last year some people I’ve
worked with my entire career
chose retirement. There are
some things I’d like to do if I
had the time and, of course, I
want to have time for my
grandchildren. I don’t want to
sound vague, but it is sort of
fun to not have everything
planned out.”

eventually earned a degree in
education from Regis College
(now University).
His first teaching job was at
now closed St. Dominic School
where he taught second and
third grades. He said teaching
young children has always
been near to his heart.
“You can’t help but be impressed by their innocence,” he
said. “That and the joy of learning, which they still have. Any
teacher will tell you there is no
joy as great as when their face
lights up and they ‘get it.’”
His next assignment took
him to Our Lady of Fatima
School in Lakewood. There he
taught third and sixth grades in
addition to serving as principal
for 10 years. A nine-year stint
as principal followed at St.
Mary School in Littleton before
he moved over to Our Lady of
Lourdes in Denver and returned to what he’s always enjoyed most—teaching.
“It’s true for any profession,
but I think it’s really important
for teachers; you have to enjoy
what you do,” he said. “It’s one
of the things I rediscovered in
going back to the classroom
from administration. Besides,
you learn from the students as
much as they do from you.
They make you laugh—and
God knows we need time in our
lives to do that.”
Our Lady of Lourdes School
Principal Bob Sickles said it’s a
privilege to have McMaster as
part of his staff.
“(He is) one of the most
pleasant individuals you’ll ever
know,” Sickles said. “He has a
big heart, the kids love him and
he’s well respected by the entire
staff. You can’t ask for much
more than that in one of your
teachers.”
McMaster said he never
thought he would stay in education as long as he has, but
he’s not looking to quit any
time soon.
“No, there is no thought of
retirement now,” he said with a
slight chuckle, “but I know I’m
in the twilight of my career.
Eventually though ... I’ll probably end up in a rocking chair at
Shady Acres.”

Don McMaster
Our Lady of Lourdes School
Colorado native and 40-year
Catholic school educator Don
McMaster is himself a product
of Catholic schools. He attended Sts. Peter and Paul School in
Wheat Ridge, graduated from
Regis Jesuit High School and
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Gift enables dual-language school to double its library
BY JOHN GLEASON

Catholic Schools Week is a
time to honor Catholic schools
for the tremendous job they do.
It’s also a time to acknowledge
the work, sacrifice and support
that is done by those who have a
special affection for Catholic education and the doors it opens
for young people.
Such was the celebration that
took place Jan. 27 at Escuela de
Guadalupe, 3401 Pecos St. in
northwest Denver, at a ribboncutting ceremony and dedication of the new Salazar Family
Library.
The project was an expansion
of the existing library facility
thanks to a grant from the
Salazar Family Foundation. A
donation Escuela president
David Card called “remarkable.”
“This gift allowed us to double
the square footage of the library,
get age appropriate furniture
and create separate learning
areas around the library,” he told
the Denver Catholic Register. “It’s
also allowed us to tie it into our
computer lab so now we have a
library media center where kids
can go on the database and see
what books we have in relation

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

STUDENTS are read to in the newly expanded Escuela de
Guadalupe School library.
year was the first in which forto the area they’re studying.”
Established in 1999 to address mer Escuela students reached
the high dropout rate among their senior year in high school.
Hispanic students in Denver, Card proudly pointed out that
Escuela de Guadalupe currently 75 percent of those original stuserves 118 students in grades dents received their diplomas
kindergarten through five. The last spring. This spring, the
school has distinguished itself as number of former students
one that makes quality educa- graduating from high school will
tion accessible to all families. be 88 percent—which is double
The students are prepared for the high school graduation rate
academic excellence in both experienced by the same demoEnglish and Spanish and the re- graphic in Denver.
“It comes from learning in a
sults have been positive. Last

School galas generate vital financial support

Several Catholic high schools
in the Archdiocese of Denver
are planning their annual
spring galas. Attending one of
these events is a terrific way to
support Catholic education in
the Denver Archdiocese.
Check your parish school for
their upcoming events.

The 51st annual Mardi Gras,
an evening of dinner, dancing
and auctions to benefit J.K.
Mullen High School is set for
5:30 p.m. Feb. 5 at the Grand
Hyatt Denver, 1750 Welton St.
downtown. Call 303-761-1764
Ext. 3332 for more information.
The annual Magis Night to
benefit Arrupe Jesuit High
School students includes cocktail hour and silent auction followed by dinner, live auction
and program. This year the
Magis Award will be presented
to Jesuit Father Michael
Sheeran, president of Regis
University. Magis Night is set
for 5:30 p.m. Feb. 26 at Hyatt
Regency Denver at Colorado
Convention Center downtown.
Call 303-455-7449 for ticket or
sponsorship information.
The Wild West Buffalo Ball to
benefit Bishop Machebeuf
High School is set for 6 p.m. to
11 p.m. April 9 at the National
Western
Complex,
4655
Humboldt
St.,
Denver.
Reservation information available by calling 303-344-0082
Ext. 22.

The 38th annual Lark in
Springtime Boardwalk Bash to
benefit Regis Jesuit High School
will be held at the school, 6400
Lewiston Way in Aurora, beginning at 4:30 p.m. April 16. The
event includes Mass, cocktails,
dinner, and live and silent auctions. Call 303-269-8040 for ticket information.
The Picnic at Palazzo Gala,
which supports the St. Mary’s
Academy Tuition Assistance
Fund, is set for 6:30 p.m. to 9:30
p.m. April 29. The gala, which in-

cludes silent and live auctions,
food and beverage will be held at
Palazzo Verdi, 6363 S. Fiddler’s
Green Circle, Greenwood
Village. Call 303-762-8300 for
more information
The annual Tiger Gala to benefit Holy Family High School is
set for April 30. Theme is “Blues
Brothers: We’re On a Mission
from God.” The gala will be held
at the Omni Hotel, 500
Interlocken Blvd., Broomfield.
Call 303-410-1411 Ext. 1129 for
ticket information.

supportive atmosphere,” he
said. “This expanded library creates such an atmosphere.”
Lola Salazar has been a longtime member of the board of
trustees of Escuela. A former
teacher herself, instilling a love
of reading in students is near to
her heart and the library is one
such place where that love can
be nurtured.
“Even with all the things children have today, nothing matters unless they know how to
read,” she told the Register.
“They can’t further their education, they can’t avail themselves
of the higher technology—nothing. It begins with putting a book
in their hands and that happens
here.”
Salazar, with the help of two
Escuela students, cut the ribbon
to the new library during the afternoon ceremony. Then students served as tour guides for
guests who attended the celebration.

Fourth-grader Zian Lucero, 9,
was one of the guides. He said
his favorite subject is math and
that he would like to be a
teacher when he grows up. As he
led a tour of the facility he offered descriptions of the nonfiction section of the library—in
both English and Spanish.
“If one of the students wants
to look up a book, they start next
door in the computer lab,” he
told his group. “Once they have
the title, they come in next door
and find the book. Our class has
been reading a biography about
George Washington, which has
been a big help in our study of
the Revolutionary War.”
Fourth-grader
Soledad
Garcia, 9, said that even though
the library’s selection of books is
great, she especially likes the
computer lab.
“I want to be a scientist when
I grow up and work with computers,” she said. “This is a good
place to start.”
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Local professor publishes English
translation of Thomas Aquinas on creation
BY JULIE FILBY

A book translating the work of
priest, theologian and Church
doctor Thomas Aquinas, on the
subject of creation, will be released this month.
“On Creation,” the first Latin
to English translation of the authoritative Leonine edition of
Question 3 of St. Thomas
Aquinas’s
“Quaestiones
Disputatae De Potentia Dei”
(“Disputed Questions on the
Power of God”) will launch Feb.
8. The author, Susan SelnerWright, Ph.D., is the director of
the pre-theology cycle and chair
of the philosophy department at
Denver’s St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary.
“Susan’s work is an act of loyalty and faithfulness, giving exultation to one of the greatest
lights in the Church, St. Thomas
Aquinas,” said Father Andreas
Hoeck, academic dean and professor of Scripture at the seminary. “It’s a great honor for the
seminary, and a great achievement for Susan.”
Selner-Wright’s interest in the
study of creation and Thomas
Aquinas developed while a student at the University of Notre
Dame and then Catholic
University of America.
“I felt myself very drawn to St.
Thomas,” she said. “He had so
much intellectual curiosity and
integrity. I knew early on I wanted to focus on his work.”
Following her dissertation on
“Quaestiones Disputatae De
Potentia Dei” in 1992, she was
contacted by the Catholic
University of America Press
about translating the work as
part of their new series:
“Thomas
Aquinas
in
Translation.”
According to Selner-Wright,
the release of “On Creation”

BOOK SIGNING
Book: “On Creation
[Quaestiones Disputatae De
Potentia Dei, Q. 3]”; $24.95,
Catholic University of America
Press
Author: Susan Selner-Wright,
Ph.D.
When: 4-6 p.m. Feb. 8
Where: Cardinal Stafford
Library, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver
Questions: 303-715-3146

sible for both my husband and
me to work full-time,” she said
“But I’ve been blessed with a
BOOK COVER
husband who values my vocacomes more than 10 years after tion to teaching and to marriage,
the publisher’s initial deadline: as much as he values his own.”
They explored the possibility
January 2000.
She started working on the of sharing an academic position:
a search that brought
translation in earnest
them to Denver, where
in 1998 while teaching
they joined the faculty
at Mount St. Mary
of St. John Vianney’s
College. In May 1999
philosophy
departshe and husband
ment in August 2001.
Terrence Wright, Ph.D.,
“We were assigned
a fellow member of the
classes that allowed
philosophy
department, welcomed their SUSAN SELNER- one parent to be at
home while the other
second child, Rachel.
WRIGHT
was teaching,” she said.
After a lengthy disThe arrangement allowed her
covery process, Rachel was diagnosed with a chromosomal dis- to not only keep teaching; but in
order Tetrasomy 18p in April 2007, to resume work on the
2000—compelling
Selner- translation she had begun so
Wright to take a leave of absence many years earlier.
“The book actually exists in
and put her research on hold.
“It was determined that she print,” Selner-Wright exclaimed.
(Rachel) was…developmentally “I can hardly believe it!”
The public is invited to the
disabled, a condition that will
permanently pose challenges book launch and signing 4-6
for her,” she said. “At this point, I p.m. Feb. 8 at Cardinal Stafford
began to think I would never Library at the John Paul II
Center, 1300 S. Steele St. in
teach again.”
Teaching since 1986, she Denver. Refreshments will be
served, and copies of the book
mourned the prospect.
“It was clear that it was impos- will be available.

Archbishop
From Page 2
of Iraq. And I ask all those
parishes and individuals who
can, to provide whatever financial support they can, to help
Iraq’s suffering Church and to
assist the many thousands of
Iraqi Christians forced to flee
their country.
Finally, please contact your
senators and members of
Congress. Please do it today.
Urge them to ensure that the
government of the United States
is doing all it can to oppose religious persecution and advance
religious freedom in the Middle
East.
Archbishop Chaput served as a
commissioner with the United
States Commission on
International Religious Freedom,
2003-06.
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Professor of moral theology gets seminary’s first endowed chair
BY JULIE FILBY

The first endowed chair in
the 11-year history of Denver’s
St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary was awarded last
week.
On Jan. 28 the James Francis
Cardinal Stafford Chair of
Moral Theology was given to
E. Christian Brugger, Ph.D.,
professor of moral theology at
the seminary since 2008.
An endowed chair, or endowed professorship, is a position permanently paid for
with revenue from a donor,
specifically set up for that purpose. Chairs are held by faculty members who have distinguished themselves in their
field.
“An endowed chair is
among the most important
gifts to higher education, a
vital tool to ensure faculty excellence,” said academic dean
Father Andreas Hoeck at the
faculty appreciation luncheon
when introducing the chair.
“Holding such a chair is considered to be an honor in the
academic world.”
Brugger’s areas of scholarly
interest are bioethics, marriage and sexual ethics, natural law and the integration of
psychology and philosophy.
Before coming to Denver, he
taught moral theology and
philosophy
at
Loyola
University New Orleans, the
Institute for the Psychological
in Arlington, Va., and the
Catholic
University
of
America in Washington, D.C.
“Dr. Brugger has distinguished himself as a leader in
his academic field,” said semi-

Missal
From Page 5

Q: Another objection to the
new translation is that the
American Church (priests and
laity) haven’t had an opportunity to review these texts nor have
they been “market tested” with
us. I guess the objection is that
the Church hasn’t followed a
democratic process or asked for
enough people’s input. Should
the Church consult with us over
liturgical translations? What
kind of consultation has gone
on?
A: I would dare say that no action by the Church in the
United States has ever undergone more consultation. Each
bishop has received draft texts
on more than a dozen occasions which they have shared
with pastors and scholars, offering literally thousands of
suggestions. Many of these
suggestions have been incorporated into the texts over the past
10 years. In addition, ICEL and
the Holy See have employed innumerable Latinists, poets,

nary rector Msgr. Michael Catholic Register. “Cardinal
Glenn. “He is an exceptional Stafford is a fitting model for a
faculty member, a master moral theologian. Perhaps
teacher, and has contributed more than other areas of
in a stellar fashion to the ad- Catholic theology, moral thevancement of the science of ology is called to engage culture especially in our
Catholic morals by
day, the culture of
his research and pubdeath.”
lications.”
Brugger said there
Brugger is the auare five groups that will
thor
of
“Capital
benefit from the estabPunishment
and
lishment of a chair in
Roman
Catholic
bioethics: seminary
Moral Tradition” and
faculty, seminarians,
has published widely
E. CHRISTIAN
the wider Denver
on topics in moral
BRUGGER
Catholic community,
theology and philosophy in journals such as the the benefactors and the chairNotre Dame Journal of Law, holder.
“Establishing the seminary
Ethics and Public Policy, The
National Catholic Bioethics as a public voice for the rapidQuarterly, National Review ly advancing field of bioethics
could be a great service not
On-Line and First Things.
In addition to forming new only to the Denver Catholic
priests, the chair establishes community, but to the entire
the seminary as an effective community,” said Brugger,
contributor in debates over who holds master’s degrees in
moral theology and moral
ethical issues.
“It’s an important voice in philosophy from Seton Hall,
the public square so the Harvard and Oxford universiChurch can more effectively ties and received his doctorate
accomplish her mission in the of philosophy in moral theology from Oxford in 2000.
world,” said Msgr. Glenn.
He serves on the board of
Among the responsibilities
of the newly seated chair are the Fellowship of Catholic
organizing a lecture in moral Scholars, editorial board for
theology to the seminary the Center for Morality in
community once every two Public Life, Ethics Review
for
the
Denver
years, and serving as an advi- Board
sor
for
the
Denver Archdiocese’s Catholic hospiArchdiocese and the Catholic tals and is an ethics advisor to
Colorado
Catholic
Medical Association in all the
matters
pertaining
to Conference, the state level,
public policy arm of the
bioethics.
“I’m honored to be appoint- Church.
The seminary hopes to also
ed as the first holder of the J.
Francis Cardinal Stafford endow a chair in philosophy
Chair in Moral Theology,” in the future, a spokesman
Brugger told the Denver said.
musicians, theologians, pastors
and English experts to bring
this project to a felicitous conclusion.
Q: Here’s an odd one, but pastors will probably hear it: Isn’t it
wrong to produce a new translation that will require parishes
to buy all new liturgical and
other books. Rather than killing
a bunch of trees, shouldn’t this
money just go to the poor?
A: The average liturgical book
is designed to last for a minimum of five years before the
pages begin to fall out! As each
of us learns with approaching
age, everything (and everyone)
eventually needs to be replaced,
including old liturgical books.
Q: What do you recommend
pastors and those of us in the
pews do to help the new translation be implemented smoothly?
A: A careful study of the liturgical texts and the careful formulation of effective pastoral
strategies for teaching about the
sacred liturgy are indispensible.
The Fathers of the Second
Vatican Council called upon
pastors to become imbued with

the spirit and power of the sacred liturgy and to give instruction about it. Without such efforts, as the Fathers of Vatican II
so presciently predicted, all this
will be in vain.
Q: What is your greatest personal hope for the new English
translation of the new Roman
Missal?
A: The defining ecclesial event
of our lifetime was the convening of the Second Vatican
Council. In many respects, our
ministry is constantly defined
and judged against the vision articulated by the council Fathers.
It is my prayer that this more accurate, more beautiful and more
proclaimable translation of the
Missale Romanum will foster
that full, conscious and active
participation in the sacred liturgy which was the prime goal of
the conciliar liturgical renewal.
Kevin Aldrich is an author and
educator. He has written nine
teacher editions for the high
school theology DIDACHE SERIES and ghostwrites nonfiction
books. He also pens novels,
screenplays and TV pilots.
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Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045;
Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Respect Life Holy Hour: to be held
at Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan
St., Denver.
Feb. 6: 3 p.m.
Anointing Of The Sick: followed by
prayer and blessing with relic of St.
Peregrine, patron saint of cancer at
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church,
3549 Navajo St., Denver following
Mass.
Feb. 12: Mass at 8 a.m.
Healing Service And Praise Mass: at
Presentation of Our Lady Church,
695 Julian St., Denver.
Feb. 12: 6:30 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS

Seton Parish, 5450 S. Lemay Ave.,
Fort Collins. Call 303-282-3429 for
more information.
Feb. 8: 6 p.m.
St. Valentine’s Day Ball: for benefit
of Assumption parish and school, to
be held at Heritage Todd Creek Golf
Club, 8455 Heritage Drive,
Thornton. Social hour followed by
auction and dinner. Call 303-2882159 for ticket information.
Feb. 12: 5 p.m.
Valentines Day Dinner And Dance:
to raise money for The Jesus Our
Hope Heritage. Event will be held
at St. Frances Cabrini Parish, 6673
W. Chatfield Ave., Littleton. Cost is
$23 per person for dinner, auction,
raffle and entertainment. Call 303973-6462 for more information.
Feb. 12: 5:30 p.m. - 10:15 p.m.

Open House: for parents of perspective students at St. Bernadette
Grade School, 1100 Upham St.,
Lakewood. Call 303-237-0401 for
more information.
Feb. 3: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Bring Your Sweetheart: to the St.
Valentine dinner/dance at St. Joan
of Arc Parish, 12735 W. 58th Ave.,
Arvada. Tickets are $25 per person, $40 per couple. Call 303-9451266 to order.
Feb. 12: 6 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Happy Hour Fundraiser: for benefit
of Loyola Catholic School to be held
at the Irish Snug, 1201 E. Colfax in
Denver. Refreshments, auction and
raffle with all proceeds to go to the
school. Suggested donation of $5
at the door.
Feb. 4: 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Dance With Your Loved One: at the
Valentine’s Day dance at St. Mary
Parish, 6853 S. Prince St., Littleton.
Tickets are $20 in advance/$25 at
the door and include dance lessons
and refreshments. Call 303-7988506 for details.
Feb. 12: 7 p.m - 10 p.m.

Andrew Dinner: for those who are
interested in a vocation to the
priesthood at St. Elizabeth Ann

Come Hungry: to 75th annual
spaghetti dinner at Shrine of St.
Anne Parish, 7555 Grant Place,

Arvada. Cost is $7 adult, $3 for
children age 10 and younger.
Feb. 13: noon - 6 p.m.
Networking Breakfast: for those
who work with seniors to be held at
the Gardens of St. Elizabeth, 2835
W. 32 Ave., Denver. RSVP for this
free breakfast meeting by calling
303-964-3804 by Feb. 11.
Feb. 17: 8 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Bingo Night: at Sts. Peter and Paul
Church, 3900 Pierce St., Wheat
Ridge. Come join your friends for
pork sandwiches and an evening of
fun. Cost is $4 for dinner, $7 for
Bingo packet. Call 303-984-6262
for details.
Feb. 18: Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Bingo 7 p.m.
Make Plans Now: to attend “Ain’t
Misbehavin” Purity Rally for teens
at St. Thomas More School, 7071 E.
Otero Ave., Centennial. Skits, talks,
videos, praise & worship, Mass and
lunch all for $15. Call 303-2203388 Ext. 1 to register.
Feb. 27: 2:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Calling All Alumni: of St. Francis de
Sales High School class of 1961.
Plans are in the works for your
50th reunion to be held next fall.
More information is available by
emailing greatgrannyjudy@aol.com.
Sept. 16- 18

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Retrouvaille Ministry: is searching
for couples to help present their
program. If you wish to reach out
to couples in trouble and help them
get their marriages back together,
call 303-973-2206. Training and
workshop will be provided.
RAD: (Radical Awareness of
Discipleship) retreat for high school

age men who are contemplating a
priestly vocation. Call 303-2823429 for information or register on
line, www.Priest4Christ.com.
Feb. 6: 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Humanae Vitae: a one day intensive
course for couples, sponsored by
ENDOW, will be held at JPII Center,
1300 S. Steele St. Cost is $75 per
person, $125 per couple, which includes lunch. Register online at
www.Endowonline.com.
Feb. 12: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Vocation Afternoon: for single
women conducted by Sisters of the
New Covenant at Sacred Heart of
Jesus Church, 1318 Mapleton Ave.,
Boulder. Call for registration information by Feb. 9, 303-451-8677.
Feb. 12: 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Discernment Retreats: for men
ages 18 - 40 who are considering a
priestly vocation. Retreats consist
of discussion, Mass and question
and answer session with
Archbishop Charles J. Caput O.F.M.
Cap. Call to register at 303-2823429 or online at
www.Priest4Christ.com
Feb. 13: 11 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Apr. 3: 11 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Prepare For Changes: in the Roman
Missal by attending eight-week
class led by Sister Esther Mary
Nickel, RSV at JPII Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Cost is $60.
Details and registration information
available at 303-715-3224 or online
at www.EndowOnline.com.
Wednesdays beginning Feb. 16
Mountain Madness: for youth to be
held at YMCA of the Rockies in
Estes Park. Weekend includes
games, talks, Mass and music. Cost
is $135 per person. Call 303-7153178 for details.
Feb. 18 - 20

Liturgy And Luncheon: retreat day
for single women conducted by
Little Sisters of the Poor, 3629 W.
29 Ave., Denver. Call for information on this free event, 303-5947420.
Feb. 19: 10:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Intervention Training Course: for
those with a loved one struggling
with addiction or self-destructive
behavior. Call 303-882-5266 or visit
www.nationalcenterforinterven
tion.org.
Feb. 19 - 20
Deepen Your Faith: at the 2011
Living The Catholic Faith
Conference, to be held at Colorado
Convention Center, 700 14th St.,
Denver. Keynote speakers include
Archbishop Timothy Dolman of the
Archdiocese of New York. More information on the conference web
site, www.lcfcdenver.org or call
303-715-3260.
March 11 - 12
Annual Black Catholic Retreat: to
be held at Sacred Heart Jesuit
Retreat House in Sedalia, Colo.
Call 303-715-3165 for more information.
March 18 - 20
Annual Psychotherapy Conference:
on marriage and family at Bonfils
Hall at JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver. For more information,
call 703-608-8164 or visit
www.catholicpsychotherapy.org.
March 25
Mark Your Calendar: for the annual
Rocky Mountain Men’s Conference
to be held at Pikes Peak Center, 190
S. Cascade Ave., Colo. Springs. Call
719-531-0738 for more information
on this event.
May 7
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Pope Benedict says Catholic
newspapers are ‘irreplaceable’
BY ROXANNE KING

This column kicks off a series to mark
Catholic Press Month.
The Denver Catholic Register would
like you to know that February is
Catholic Press Month. We are proud
that next month we
will mark our 111th
year serving the
Gospel. We consider it a great privilege to assist the
Church in her mission to share the
Good News of salROXANNE KING vation.
In
November,
speaking to the Italian Federation of
Catholic Weeklies, Pope Benedict XVI
affirmed the value—indeed the necessity—of Catholic newspapers.
“Catholic newspapers,” he said,
“while carrying out the important task
of informing, carry out, at the same
time, an irreplaceable formative function, promoting an evangelical knowledge of the complex reality, as well as
the formation of critical and Christian
consciences.”
That’s right. He said Catholic newspapers are “irreplaceable.” They are so
because unlike their secular counterparts, they share the fullness of the
truth revealed in Jesus Christ.
“The mission of the Church,” the
pope said, “consists in creating the
conditions so that (a) meeting with
Christ can be realized. Cooperating in
this task, the communications media
are called to serve the truth with
courage, to help public opinion see
and read reality from an evangelical
viewpoint.”
It’s no secret the newspaper industry
is experiencing tremendous challenges brought by the economic
downturn and the changing media
landscape. The pope is aware of that as
well.
“The rapid evolution of social communications and the advent of many
forms of advanced technology in the
media have not rendered your role ineffective,” he said. “Quite the contrary,
in some ways it has become even more
meaningful and important because it
gives a voice to the local communities
that are not adequately represented in
the great information channels. …
“Your weekly publications are rightly described as ‘papers of the people,’

CATHOLIC PRESS MONTH
CONTACT US
We love hearing from you and invite
you to let us know what we’re doing
well and how we can improve. Send an
e-mail to: editor@archden.org, or mail
a letter to: DCR Editor, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver, CO 80210.
RELATED STORY
Read the story “EWTN acquires
National Catholic Register” on Page 6
about the recent saving of the
National Catholic Register, which was
launched by the Denver Catholic
Register in 1927.

because they retain their link with the
events and lives of people on the
ground, transmitting the popular traditions and the rich cultural and religious heritage of your towns and
cities.”
The Denver Catholic Register shares
the Good News of God’s people today
as lived out by the Church in northern
Colorado—and in Rome and around
the world. We thank you for allowing
us to tell your stories and to inspire
you with the stories of how the Gospel
is transforming others’ lives. With your
support we aim to continue informing,
inspiring and engaging you with the
Gospel and Christ’s Church far into the
future.
Next week: “Msgr. Matthew Smith,
'Mr. Register'”

Roxanne King is editor of the Denver
Catholic Register.

