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Boulder scientist’s research affirms parting of the Red Sea
Carl Drews finds
different sea-parting
site in Egypt
BY ANNA MARIA BASQUEZ
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From his office in Boulder, scientist Carl Drews, having never
been there, can—with Google
Earth Pro imaging on his computer—pinpoint the location his
research points to as the new
theorized location of the Biblical
miracle of the Crossing of the
Red Sea.
The technology can zoom in
on the place in Egypt where
Moses and the Israelites escaped
death when waters parted, according to the Book of Exodus.
His virtual “pushpin” comes
back with images of what is now
predominately agricultural land,
with orchards, irrigation canals
and grape fields indicating vineyards.
It is in the Eastern Nile Delta,
between Pelusium and Qantara,
and 75 miles north of the most
popular theorized place in
Egypt, which has been the Suez
Canal. And it’s travelable by
foot.
“One of the places right in the
middle of the crossing shows
what looks like a hotel and some
type of building,” said Drews, a
member of Epiphany Anglican
Fellowship in Boulder, a congregation under the umbrella of the
Anglican Mission of the
Americas out of Rwanda. “It
would be fun to knock on their
door and to say in Arabic, ‘Do
you know that Moses walked
right by here.’ It would probably
elicit a form of disbelief. But per-
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THE 1792 painting, “Destruction of Pharaoh's Army,” by Philip
James de Loutherbourg, depicts the Israelites watching the
closing of the Red Sea over the Egyptians.
haps people would say, ‘Well,
maybe...’”
His own research elicited all
but disbelief. In fact, it made the
miracle ever more real, said the
researcher who claimed to have
always been enchanted by the
miracle in the Book of Exodus.
“For anyone who always believed this happened, somehow
it’s still a thrill to see it supported
by scientific finding,” Drews said.
Drews, of Gunbarrel, took up
the Crossing of the Red Sea for
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his master’s thesis for his degree
in oceanic and atmospheric sciences at the University of
Colorado at Boulder, receiving
national attention this year that
included a segment by ABC
News anchor Diane Sawyer.
However, much of the attention reported that Drews’ research into the biblical miracle
“explained” the phenomena of
the parting of the Red Sea. That’s
a statement the Boulder software
engineer with the National

Center for Atmospheric Research
said he isn’t comfortable with.
“The science can only look at
the physical aspects of it,” said
Drews. “’Explanation’ means
somehow God didn’t do it and I
don’t like those connotations. I
think my research further affirms it happened. I think it supports the account.”
The study was part of a project
into the impact of winds on
water depths, including the extent to which Pacific Ocean typhoons can drive storm surges,
according to the University
Corporation for Atmospheric
Research (UCAR).
“By pinpointing a possible site
south of the Mediterranean Sea
for the crossing, the study also
could be of benefit to experts
seeking to research whether
such an event ever took place,”
UCAR said in a statement.
“Archaeologists
and
Egyptologists have found little
direct evidence to substantiate
many of the events described in
Exodus.”
Drews and CU oceanographer Weiqing Han analyzed archaeological records, satellite
measurements and current-day
maps to estimate the water-flow
and depth that could have existed 3,000 years ago. They then
used an ocean computer model
to simulate the impact of an
overnight wind at that site.
The results were that a wind of
63 miles an hour, lasting for 12
hours, would have pushed back
waters estimated to be 6 feet
deep. That would have exposed
mud flats for four hours, creating a dry passage about 2 to 2.5
miles long and 3 miles wide. As

See Red Sea, Page 2
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1587 - 1651 / Feast - Dec. 15
Unable to persuade her parents that she had a religious vocation, Virginia was married at age 15 to
the son of another notable Italian family. But he
gambled, lived dissolutely and died after only five
years. Virginia, despite her unhappiness in the
marriage, nursed him at the end. She vowed to
live celibately thereafter, bringing up her two
daughters and caring for abandoned children, especially girls. She
founded several schools and the Sisters of Our Lady of the Refuge on
Mount Calvary. She was canonized in her hometown, Genoa, in 2003.
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CHARLES J. CHAPUT O.F.M. CAP.

Advent: Christ comes so
the world may be shaken
As we enter the last few days before we rightly give our hearts
over to the joy of Christmas, we might take a few minutes in
prayer over two brief passages from the past about the meaning
of Advent.
Here’s the first. The great Lutheran pastor and theologian
Dietrich Bonhoeffer once wrote that:
“We have become so accustomed to the idea of divine love and
of God’s coming at Christmas that we no longer feel the shiver of
fear that God’s coming should arouse in us. We are indifferent to
the (Advent) message, taking only the pleasant and agreeable out
of it and forgetting the serious aspect, that the God of the world
draws near to the people of our little earth and lays claim to us.”
Bonhoeffer spoke those words from inside the heart of the
Third Reich, a regime that finally killed him for his resistance
activities. He knew both the joy and the cost of the Christian
faith, and he lived his discipleship heroically in very difficult
times. His life makes for extraordinary reading, especially at
the hands of a gifted biographer. Earlier this spring, author
Eric Metaxas told Bonhoeffer’s story in one of the most compelling books published in the last decade (see Page 16 for a review). I urge you to read it—and I encourage you to join me in
hearing Mr. Metaxas speak in person about Bonhoeffer’s importance on Jan. 18, here in the archdiocese, as part of the
Augustine Institute/Office of the Archbishop lecture series.
But Bonhoeffer was not alone in his heroism, nor in preaching the real meaning of Advent from the depths of a dark time.
Here’s the second passage for our mid-December prayers:
“We may ask why God has sent us into this time, why he has
sent this whirlwind over the earth, why he keeps us in this chaos
where all appears hopeless and dark, and why there seems to be
no end to this in sight. The answer to this question is perhaps
that we were living on earth in an utterly false and counterfeit
security. And now God strikes the earth till it resounds, now he
shakes and shatters; not to pound us with fear, but to teach us
one thing—the spirit’s innermost moving and being moved . . .
“(We) have stood on this earth in false pathos, in false security;
in our spiritual insanity we really believed we could, with the
power of our own hand and arm, bring the stars down from
heaven and kindle flames of eternity in the world.We believed
that with our own forces we could avert the dangers and banish
night, switch off and halt the internal quaking of the universe.
We believed we could harness everything and fit it into a final
order that would stand.
“Here is the message of Advent: Faced with him who is the Last,
the world will begin to shake. Only when we do not cling to false
securities will our eyes be able to see this Last One and get to the
bottom of things. Only then will we be able to guard our life from
the frights and terrors into which God the Lord has let the world
sink to teach us, so that we may awaken from sleep, as Paul says,
and see that it is time to repent, time to change things . . .
“The world today needs people who have been shaken by ultimate calamities and emerged from them with the knowledge
and awareness that those who look to the Lord will still be preserved by him, even if they are hounded from the earth. The
Advent message comes out of an encounter of man with the absolute, the final, the gospel. It is thus the message that shakes—so
that in the end, the world shall be shaken.”
Jesuit Father Alfred Delp wrote those words from his prison
cell shortly before the Third Reich executed him—just as it did
Dietrich Bonhoeffer—for resistance to Adolph Hitler’s regime.
These are sober thoughts. But they’re the soil from which
real Christian joy and hope must grow. They remind us why
Advent, as a season, is so vital to understanding the whole of
Christian revelation. The baby born in Bethlehem comes to
bring us light and peace. But to do that, he comes to die for us
and rise again. He comes to deliver us from the evil in ourselves and in the world that slew Bonhoeffer, and Delp and
even the Son of God himself.
Jesus Christ comes to shake everything. May he come
quickly.
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Red Sea
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From Page 1
soon as the wind stopped, the
waters would come rushing
back, UCAR said in a statement.
“There are a number of details
(in Exodus) like the duration of
the wind and the direction of the
wind that support the computer
model,” Drews said. “The fact
that bodies washed up on the
Eastern shore where the
Israelites were able to see
them—details like that were
confirmed by the ocean model.”
From a theological standpoint, the timing of the Red Sea
parting when Moses and his
people needed to cross shows
the miracle, Drews said.
“From a faith perspective, it
has always made sense to me
that God uses natural action to
carry out his plan if he so chooses,” said Drews who originally
grew up Lutheran. “In this case,
he sent the wind and the wind
moved the water. God is using
natural means to bring out what
he wants to have happen, which
is to save his people. In this case,
God is directing all things.”
His research showed also that
there would likely have been a
high velocity wind-jet running
along the left side of the
Israelites as they crossed, but
that it would not keep them
from crossing.
“’Great are the deeds of the
Lord ... they are studied by all that
delight in them,’” Drews said, referring to the Book of Psalms.
“There’s an uneasy feeling that if
you study (a miracle) that it
might not be a miracle, but I don’t
think that’s the biblical view. The
biblical view encourages study of
these events and, of course, the
biblical writer orchestrates these
for the benefit of his people.”
Not all biblical miracles are
open forum to study, however,
he said. The miracle of Jesus
turning all water to wine at the
wedding feast at Cana broke all
physical laws, he said. The detailed Red Sea descriptions by
eye witnesses, however, helped
open up the doors for science to
explore. There are more areas of
that particular miracle for scientists interested to study further,
he said. The miracle of the
Jordan River crossing, he said,
may be another in the Bible that
leaves the door open for inquiry.
Drews said his membership
with the smaller congregation of

The Google Earth Pro
Coordinates Carl Drews used:
Kedua Gap, 30.9812 North,
32.4553 East

Epiphany Anglican Fellowship is
due in part to its friendliness to
scientists. Some of the fellow researchers with Epiphany helped
him with various aspects of the
research, he said. One member
is a cloud expert and could help
him on the atmospheric weather conditions surrounding the
scenario. Another is a former
marine who he said helped explain to him more about the
likely military maneuvers of the
troops that were advancing on
Moses and the Israelites when
the miracle occurred.
Dick Miller, site pastor for
Epiphany, said he learned from
his friend’s research that science
cannot establish whether an
event was a miracle or not.
“It can only describe what
(may have) happened. It’s a
good example of science staying
within the proper bounds of inquiry and possible explanations
of events,” he said. “Theology
can provide answers as to why
the event occurred and who was
responsible.
“Carl Drews is a very good example of a serious scientist and
a serious Christian believer,”
Miller said. “He has a good sense
of the enormous possibilities
and limits of both science and
faith. He brings together skeptics at either end of the spectrum: those religious people
who say matters of faith cannot
have scientific reasoning behind
them, and those secular skeptics
who declare that faith is not scientifically informed.”
Ben Akers, director of the
Denver Catholic Biblical School
and the Catechetical School,
said Drews’ use of his gifts to explore the events would likely
help people in their faith walk.
“Faith and science never contradict one another,” Akers said.
“They always complement one
another. I am encouraged this
scientist is using his skills and
education to actually help affirm
the actual historical event that
took place in the Scriptures.”
“I think, as Catholics looking
at the Red Sea event, clearly it’s
God working through natural
forces,” Akers said. “When
Moses raises his hand, the wa-

ters separate. When he raises his
hand again, the waters recede.”
Drews said he was in wonder
at the type of force that would
happen once the wind stopped.
“The recession of water took
hours to take place, but it took
minutes to come back,” Drews
said. “In a wind set-down event,
it generally takes hours for the
water to recede, but if the wind
suddenly stops, it’s a gravity
wave that travels back. ... You get
this surging that travels at a running speed. It would definitely
be hard to escape if you’re at the
wrong place at the wrong time.”
The new location being a travelable place may or may not impact pilgrims, according to some
theologians.
Drews himself wants to visit.
Father Humberto Marquez of St.
Augustine Parish in Brighton
said visits to where Moses and
his people came to the crossing
of the Red Sea would be most attractive to Scripture scholars.
Most Christians tend to travel to
the Holy Land, he said, but others might consider it.
“How the event plays into salvation history is more important
than in finding out the exact
place where it happened,”
Father Marquez said.
Akers said the site’s attractiveness to pilgrims who go overseas
might depend on the accessibility of the location.
“If his theory becomes widely
accepted or the location becomes widely accepted, people
will most likely want to visit if
they are able to,” Akers said. “I’ve
been blessed to go to the Holy
Land. Going to the locations in
the Old and New Testaments is
really a good opportunity for
people to grow in faith. They are
places of grace—the places
where the heroes and heroines
of the Bible walked. They are always edifying to visit.”
Akers said Catholics who
study the event of the Red Sea
can see the same sentiment expressed found in other key biblical writings.
“The way (the Red Sea parting) is described is using language evocative of the first creation story,” Akers said. “We
have waters, wind, dry land,
darkness and light. ... They are all
images used in Genesis. Now
you have the creation of Israel as
a nation, as God’s first-born son.
You have darkness covering the
Egyptians; you have the light,
which is leading Israel.”
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Conference aims to breathe life into one’s faith
BY JULIE FILBY

Does your faith feel dull and
irrelevant? Do you wish you felt
life during Sunday Mass? The
annual Living the Catholic Faith
Conference, set for March 11-12,
2011, is an opportunity to
breathe new life into what feels
routine, as Catholics come together for two days of laughter,
learning and rediscovery.
“There is no more powerful
solution to the restlessness and
anxiety that many of us feel than
the way of Jesus,” said Tracy
Murphy, associate director for
the Office of Communications
and member of the planning
committee. “That’s why this
conference is so beautiful, so
important. It’s the one time each
year when we call all Catholics of
our community to pray together,
encourage each other, and learn
the ‘way of Jesus’ from some of
today’s greatest teachers.”
The event, themed “Go and
bear fruit” (Jn 15:16), will feature
four keynote talks, nearly 30
workshops, opportunities for
adoration and confession, and
exhibits from 70 Catholic organizations and vendors including
publishers, booksellers, jewelry
sellers and Catholic goods stores.
The conference will begin Friday
with Mass celebrated by
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap. Saturday commences with Mass celebrated by
Auxiliary Bishop James D. Conley.
“It’s a wonderful opportunity
to hear some of the most inspiring and interesting speakers in
the country,” said James
Cavanagh, director of evange-

LIVING THE
CATHOLIC FAITH
CONFERENCE
When: March 11-12, 2011
Where: Colorado Convention
Center, 700 14th St., Denver
Cost: $55 one day, $75 two days
(before Feb. 18)
Register: www.lcfcdenver.org
Questions: E-mail lcfc@arch
den.org or call 303-715-3260
Exhibitors: E-mail exhibits-living
thecatholicfaith@yahoo.com or
call 303-678-0900

lization and catechesis for the
Denver metro area.
This year’s keynote speakers
include New York Archbishop
Timothy Dolan, newly elected
president of the U.S. bishops,
speaking on the Eucharist as a
source of gratitude and font of
virtue; Father Robert Barron of
Word On Fire Ministries, one of
the world’s most innovative
Catholic evangelists, presenting
the drama of salvation history;
Sister
Kathleen
Harmon,
S.N.D.deN., music director for
the Institute for Liturgical
Ministry and expert on liturgy
and liturgical music, sharing full
and active participation in Mass;
and Scott Hahn, professor of
theology and Scripture at
Franciscan
University
of
Steubenville, who will unveil the
liturgy in the book of Revelation.
“Whether single, married,
parent or professional, there is
something for everyone,”
Murphy said.

New this year, a number of
workshops will focus on family
life issues such as: ways for busy
parents to have a fruitful prayer
life, how to be a husband and father in Christ’s image, suggestions for leading children to participate in Mass, challenges to
proclaiming the Gospel to teens,
and guiding teens to chose purity over promiscuity.
Additional workshop topics
include implementing the new
Roman Missal, using media to
share the Gospel, living as a single person, the power of communication, moral relativism,
and courtship and marriage
from a priest’s perspective.
“I sometimes hear people say
they think this conference is ‘just
for teachers’ or ‘just for really
holy people,’” Murphy said.
“That’s simply not true. It’s for
any Christian; of any age, stage
or state of life, who desires that
passionate, powerful wisdom
that can only be found in Jesus
Christ.”
Saturday’s line-up will also include presentations and workshops in Spanish by Father
Daniel Cardo, S.C.V., administrator of Holy Name Parish in
Englewood; Alfonso Lara, director of formation and catechesis
at Denver’s Centro San Juan
Diego; Jorge E. Traslosheros, historian, sociologist and researcher from the National
University of Mexico; and
Roberto Ramírez, speaker and
singer from the Charismatic
Renewal movement.
The conference will be held
at the Colorado Convention
Center in Denver.

B

A prayerful Advent: Wreath Prayer 4
BY THE CATHOLIC SPIRIT

The following Advent Wreath
prayer is intended to help busy
households make Advent a
prayerful time.
Leader: It’s almost Christmas! One more time we gather
to pray so that we can be better
prepared to welcome the
Christ Child into the world.
This fourth week of Advent
marks the beginning of the
end of our waiting—the gift
we’ve be longing for is almost
here.
Light all four candles on the
Advent Wreath
Read aloud: Isaiah 7:10-14;
Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:1824
(Leader may read all, or others in the household may each
proclaim a reading.)
Leader: Way back in the
time of the Prophet Isaiah
people were nervous and
afraid, and God reassured
them that he would not abandon them by giving a sign: a

PHOTO BY THE CATHOLIC SPIRIT

virgin giving birth to a son
whose name shall mean
“With us is God.” The
Evangelist Paul greets the
Romans by explaining who he
is and why he has come—to
spread the teachings of that
child to whom the virgin gave
birth—so that they, too, will
be holy and enjoy salvation.
Matthew’s Gospel, then, is like
a flashback in a movie: here’s
how it all came about folks.
Listen, because it’s the greatest story ever told.

Closing prayer:
(Leader may read all, or others in the household may each
read a segment.)
Reader 1: Dear God, help us
always to remember the reason
that we wait each year in such
anticipation for Christmas—
not for presents but for the
greatest gift of all, your Son.
Reader 2: Holy Spirit, guide
the choices we make as
Christmas nears. Through all
we say and do, let us be evangelists who live and model the
Gospel way of life that Jesus
taught when he walked this
earth.
Reader 3: Father in heaven,
we offer thanks to you for the
sign that Christmas is to the
world—a sign that God is with
us all our days, in every age
and time.
Reader 4: Come Lord Jesus.
Through our Advent prayer
our lives and our hearts are
prepared to welcome you. Be
with us, for we are your people,
and you are our God.

AUXILIARY BISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

JAMES D. CONLEY

The Holy Spirit, the Pastoral
Provision and Christian unity
On Dec. 3, I had the privilege of ordaining Dennis Garrou,
a married former Episcopal priest, to the sacred order of deacons for the Archdiocese of Denver. God willing, Deacon
Garrou will be ordained a Catholic priest in May.
All this is made possible by a “Pastoral Provision” implemented by Pope John Paul II in 1980. In its own small way
this special occasion fulfills one of the main goals of Vatican
II—Christian unity. As the first sentence in the Decree on
Ecumenism says, “The restoration of unity among all
Christians is one of the principal concerns of the Second
Vatican Council.”
The importance of Christian unity cannot be emphasized
enough, because Jesus Christ founded one Church and one
Church only. This is not just a matter of faith, but of historical
fact. The divisions that have occurred over the centuries are a
sad testimony to the Fall and the effects of original sin. The
separation of Christians from each other is contrary to God’s
will, a wound to Christ’s body and a scandal to the outside
world. It is like the amputation of limbs from a body, or divorce and the breakup of a family.
On the night before he died our Lord, recognizing the severe trials that would threaten his little flock, prayed that his
disciples would remain united: “I do not pray for these only,”
he said, “but also for those who believe in me through their
word, that they may all be one; even as you, Father, are in me,
and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world
may believe that you have sent me” (Jn 17:20-21).
In the United States alone, there are tens of thousands of
Christian churches, sects and religious groups that are not
in union with the Catholic Church. We recognize, however,
that while the fullness of the Church established by Christ
subsists in the Catholic Church, “many elements of sanctification and of truth are found outside of its visible structure” (Lumen Gentium, No. 8). As Catholics, we can affirm
those elements that are true gifts of Christ: notably the
word of God, prayer, baptism and, of course, Jesus Christ
himself. While there are often profound differences between the Catholic Church and Protestants in matters of
faith and morals, these four things serve as “forces impelling toward catholic unity.”
The Pastoral Provision was created in response to numerous requests from members of the Anglican or
Episcopal Church who were seeking full communion with
the Catholic Church. Under this provision, the ordination
of married Episcopal priests was made possible. The dispensation from the discipline of clerical celibacy for these
converts is an expression of holy Mother Church’s loving
concern for individuals who could not, in good conscience,
remain in the Episcopal Church because of serious moral
and doctrinal innovations contrary to Catholic tradition. In
allowing such men to be ordained Catholic priests, the
Church honors their commitment to the Gospel. She also
recognizes the valuable gifts they bring to the Church in
terms of experience and education.
The Second Vatican Council acknowledged a special relationship between Rome and the Anglican Communion. The
council fathers singled out the Anglican Church among all
the churches that separated from Rome at the time of the
Reformation saying “Among those in which Catholic traditions and institutions in part continue to exist, the Anglican
Communion occupies a special place.”
Even though there are significant differences between us
and Episcopalians, especially in the domain of marriage and
family and the sanctity of human life, the liturgy of the
Episcopal Church is very similar to that of the Catholic
Church. Worship centers on the Eucharist and the Sunday
readings are nearly identical.
The Episcopal Church is “sacramental” in the way it values how God uses sensible things to communicate his

See Conley, Page 5
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

A Christmas book sampler
A number of fascinating books that haven’t received all that
much attention, but richly deserve it, have crossed my desk in
recent months. Each would make a fine Christmas gift to someone on your list who likes to think outside the box.
I am a suspect witness in the case of Erika Bachiochi, who as
Erika Schubert was my student in Cracow in the late 1990s.
Armed with a law degree, a theology degree, a husband and five
small children, Erika has become one of the intellectual leaders
of the new Catholic feminism in the United States. Her edited
volume, “Women, Sex, and the Church: A Case for Catholic
Teaching” (Pauline Books and Media), includes 10 stimulating
essays on just about every hot-button issue at the intersection
of women’s lives and the Catholic moral imagination. But as
Boston College’s Father Paul McNellis puts it, Erika’s book is
not-for-women-only: “It should be required reading for every
son, brother, fiancé, husband, father, seminarian and priest,”
because the women who think out loud here “know something
about life, and in listening to them you come away wanting to
be a better man.”
“Affirming Love, Avoiding AIDS: What Africa Can Teach the
West,” by Matthew Hanley and Jokin de Irala (National Catholic
Bioethics Center) is a literary antidote to the condomania that
warps so much discussion of HIV/AIDS, ignoring the empirical
evidence that abstinence outside of marriage and fidelity within marriage drive down the incidence of this terrible plague as
latex manifestly does not. Hanley and de Irala know the empirical research cold; their critique of what they term the “AIDS
Establishment” and its deprecation of the human capacity for
changed behavior is a particularly welcome complement to
their scientific studies.
Father George William Rutler is a true clerical “man of letters”
in the line of Ronald Knox. His talent for the penetrating insight
and the scintillating phrase is never better displayed than in his
new collection, “Cloud of Witnesses: Dead People I Knew When
They Were Alive” (Scepter). As the people Father Rutler knew,
and here eulogizes, run the gamut from Mother Teresa to
Wellington Mara, longtime owner of the New York Giants, it’s a
rich feast of reminiscence that the pastor of Our Saviour’s
Church on Park Avenue in midtown Manhattan provides in this
Baedeker of human diversity.
Giulio Meotti is an Italian journalist with a rare talent, among
that breed, for getting the story right. And in “A New Shoah: The
Untold Story of Israel’s Victims of Terrorism” (Encounter Books),
he tells a heart-wrenching story that almost never makes the
front pages—or even the back pages—of the world’s newspapers: the story of what jihadist terrorism has done to the lives,
souls and memories of the people of the State of Israel. The
European edition of the Wall Street Journal called the book “a
monumental study of pain and grief, of mourning and remembrance, of hatred and love,” which is not an exaggeration. Nor is
the title of Meotti’s study misplaced, for he powerfully asserts
the continuity between Nazi-era Jew-hatred and the annihilationist project of Hamas and similar jihadist organizations
today. It’s essential reading for anyone who wants to measure
the full human drama underway in the Holy Land.
Michael Gerson and Peter Wehner were close colleagues in
the George W. Bush White House. Their collaboration in “City of
Man: Religion and Politics in a New Era” (Moody Publishers) is a
welcome contribution to a discussion that is becoming increasingly urgent, as aggressive secularists seek to drive religiously-informed moral argument out of the American public square.
John Allen’s “The Future Church: How Ten Trends Are
Revolutionizing the Catholic Church” (Doubleday) is the oddman-out here, for the book deservedly got a lot of attention at
its publication. But I’m happy to add my overdue dollop of
praise to the accolades “The Future Church” has already received for its striking tour d’horizon of world Catholicism. Here
is a primer on the current, complex state of global Catholicism
that every informed Catholic should ponder.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper
of the Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Dec. 19: Fourth Sunday of
Advent
Scripture readings:
• Isaiah 7:10-14
• Psalm 24:1-6
• Romans 1:1-7
• Matthew 1:18-24
Synopsis: The virgin birth is a
central article of the Catholic
faith. It affirms that Jesus Christ
truly is the only-begotten Son of
God. Theories have been proposed to explain (or explain
away) the virgin birth as a quaint
belief of naive people living in a
superstitious age. But the virgin
birth was just as unbelievable in
ancient times it is now, according
to some of the Church Fathers. In
its original context, the reading
from Isaiah had to do with a situation in which the northern
kingdom of Israel had aligned itself with Assyria against the
southern kingdom of Judah.
Ahaz was the king of Judah and a
descendant of David. He feared
that Jerusalem and his empire
would be destroyed. But Isaiah
assures him that David’s line will
continue. The fact that the child
to be conceived will be called
“Emmanuel” indicates that

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

On holy days
In the Nov. 17 Denver
Catholic Register (“Countercultural
time”),
George
Weigel questions the practice
of lifting the obligation to attend Mass on certain holy
days if those days fall on a
Saturday or Monday. Weigel
asks, “Is it too much to ask
Catholics to attend Mass two

something more than an ordinary heir to the throne is foreseen. The virgin’s son will be
none other than God himself.
Eventually David’s kingdom did
end when Jerusalem was conquered by the Babylonians in the
sixth century B.C., leaving
Isaiah’s prediction unfulfilled. In
the second reading St. Paul explains that Jesus Christ was “descended from David according
to the flesh.” Descent from that
great king was an essential qualification of the Messiah. The fact
that Christ was descended from
David according to the flesh also
affirms that he was a man like us
in all respects, save sin. Up to
now the Gospel readings in
Advent have focused on John the
Baptist, the forerunner of Christ.
This Sunday our attention turns
to the Blessed Virgin Mary. The
message of the angel not only
confirms what the child’s name
shall be, but also his calling for
“Jesus” means “savior.”
Key verse: “Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him
Emmanuel, which means “God
is with us.”
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “The One whom
(Mary) conceived as man by the
Holy Spirit, who truly became

her Son according to the flesh,
was none other than the Father’s
eternal Son, the second person
of the Holy Trinity. Hence the
Church confesses that Mary is
truly
‘Mother
of
God’
(Theotokos)” (No. 495).
Pope Benedict XVI: “Mary’s
greatness consists in the fact
that she wants to magnify God,
not herself. Since Mary is completely imbued with the Word of
God, she is able to become the
Mother of the Word Incarnate.
To her we entrust the Church
and her mission in the service of
love” (“Deus Caritas Est”).
Life application: This week’s
readings highlight the vital role
that Mary plays in our salvation.
At once fully divine (conceived of
the Holy Spirit) and fully human
(descended from David according to the flesh), Jesus Christ
unites in his one person God and
man; through Mary, God and
man have become one. Because
Jesus Christ is both God and
man, we affirm that the Blessed
Virgin Mary is the ‘Mother of
God’ and honor her accordingly.
James Cavanagh is director of
Evangelization and Catechesis
for Metro-area Parishes of the
Denver Archdiocese. Cavanagh’s
column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register.

days in a row on those rare
occasions when a holy day
falls just before or after
Sunday?” I agree with Weigel.

We should be raising the bar
rather than lowering it.

Bob Dalton
Parker

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250 words and should include the writer’s name, address and telephone number. We rely on our readers to recognize that the opinions expressed in letters to the editor are those of the author and are not necessarily those
of the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation or libelous statements will not be printed. Unsigned letters will not be printed.
Letters will be edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-715-2045. E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Dec. 15: FOCUS board of trustees meeting, JPII Center (10 a.m.)
Dec. 16: Catholic Foundation board of trustees meeting, JPII Center (9 a.m.)
Dec. 19: Father Woody’s Haven of Hope Christmas Party, Downtown Sheraton Hotel (10 a.m.); Vocation Advent
Retreat, JPII Center (2 p.m.); Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
Dec. 20: Mass, Archdiocesan Finance Council, JPII Center (7:30 a.m.), followed by the Archdiocesan Council
meeting; Advent Mass for Employees, JPII Center (noon)
Dec. 21: Mass, Capuchin Poor Clare Sisters, Our Lady of Light Monastery, Denver (7:30 a.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Dec. 15: Mass, Christ the King Chapel (6:30 p.m.); Denver Guild of the Catholic Medical Association Advent meeting, JPII Center (7:30 p.m.)
Dec. 16: Catholic Foundation board of trustees meeting, JPII Center (9 a.m.)
Dec. 18: Mass, Mother of God Parish (4 p.m. and 6 p.m.)
Dec. 19: Mass, Mother of God Parish (7 a.m. and 8:30 a.m.)
Dec. 20: Mass, Archdiocesan Finance Council, JPII Center (7:30 a.m.), followed by the Archdiocesan Council meeting
Dec. 21: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
The following assignment by Very Rev. Timothy Picton, C.Ss.R., provincial vicar, The Redemptorists Denver
Province, Denver, Colo., is confirmed by Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Rev. Kingsley Onyekuru, C.Ss.R., granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective Nov. 9,
2010, until his ministry in the archdiocese is completed.
Rev. Mr. Dennis Garrou, granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, and assigned transitional deacon, Christ the King Parish, Evergreen, Colo., effective Dec. 3, 2010, until May 2011.
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Popular lecture
series talks available
online and on CD

If you are unable to attend the
popular Archbishop’s Lecture
Series or simply want to hear the
talks again, the Communications
Office of the Denver Archdiocese
wants you to know there are
other options to access them.
The talks may be heard online
for free at www.archden.org. At
this site you may also read a
schedule of the lectures, learn
how to watch live webstreams of
them and purchase CD recordings of the talks.
The lectures are streamed live
at www.livestream.com/augustine. CD recordings of the talks
are available for purchase by
contacting National Conference
Recording Services at 303-8071404 or by e-mailing to
ncrs4@comcast.net (indicate
“Archbishop’s Lecture Series” as
the codename).
This year’s lecture series has
included authors Joseph Bottum
and Robert George. Author Eric
Metaxas will speak on his new
book “Bonhoeffer” on Jan. 18
and radio show host Hugh
Hewitt will lecture on Feb. 22.
Both talks are free and are set for
7 p.m. at the John Paul II Center,
1300 S. Steele St. For more information, call 303-715-3123 or email info@archden.org.

Conley
From Page 3
grace. The Episcopal Church
has a special sensitivity and
appreciation for the liturgy,
which is probably its most
distinctive characteristic.
History and tradition are valued, as are reason and intelligence in discerning God’s
will. As a practical matter, an
Episcopal minister doesn’t
have to make as big of a leap
as other Protestant clergymen
do when they become
Catholic. For these reasons,
the Pastoral Provision pertains specifically to Episcopal
clergymen.
The Pastoral Provision, it
must be stressed, is a pastoral
response to the needs of
Episcopal ministers seeking
full communion with the
Catholic Church. More recently, Pope Benedict XVI, in
an effort to nurture further
Anglican-Catholic unity, created another bridge over the
Tiber by promulgating an
apostolic constitution in
November of 2009,
Anglicanorum Coetibus
(Groups of Anglicans). This
new document allows
Anglicans to enter into full
communion with Rome in
groups, holding on to their
“spiritual patrimony.” An ex-

traterritorial jurisdiction, similar to a military vicariate, was
created which provides for
the pastoral care of former
Anglicans. Its members are
full members of the Catholic
Church but belong to the “ordinariate” rather than a diocese.
The unity of the Church is a
reflection of the unity between the Father and the Son
in the Holy Spirit. If unity is
damaged, the true face of
Christ is obscured. Christian
unity is imperative because a
lack of unity results in disorder and scandal, which undermines the credibility of
the Gospel and hinders the
mission of the Church.
Having entered into the
sanctuary of heaven, Christ
constantly assures us of the
“permanent outpouring of
the Holy Spirit” (Catechism of
the Catholic Church, No. 667).
His prayers are being answered in ways no one could
imagine 45 years ago.
Christian unity will not come
about because of human ingenuity and effort, but
through the Holy Spirit who,
like the wind, blows where he
wills. The Pastoral Provision
of Pope John Paul II and Pope
Benedict’s apostolic constitution show us how the Spirit is
moving to bring about the
unity willed by Christ.

Donations coming in for
Cherry Creek WYD signs repair
When informed about the
need to replace signs at Cherry
Creek State Park commemorating Pope John Paul II’s Mass during World Youth Day 1993 (Nov.
10 Denver Catholic Register,
“World Youth Day memorial
signs in need of repair”), donors
started responding.
According to Msgr. Thomas S.
Fryar, V.G., moderator of the
curia
for
the
Denver
Archdiocese, about $500 has
been collected toward the goal.
It’s estimated that $4,000 is needed to replace four signs near the
Mass site, that depict the pope’s
Mass, preparations leading up
the event and restoration of the
land following the event.
“It’s a good start,” said Msgr.
Fryar.
In a partnership with the park,
the faithful have been asked to
donate the cost of the signs—
that have deteriorated from 17
years of wear and tear—while
the park will coordinate the necessary artwork, paint neighboring structures, clean up surrounding vegetation, and refurbish the signs’ frames.
“There was no way with our
budget alone we could replace
the signs,” said Tim Metzger,
park manager. “We are happy to

partner with the Church to replicate the signs and get new fresh
ones out there.”
Metzger hopes funds will be
raised in time to manufacture
the signs by winter and install
them next spring. To donate,
mail checks to: Msgr. Thomas S.
Fryar, V.G., moderator of the
curia, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver,
CO 80210. Checks should be
payable to the “Archdiocese of
Denver,” noting “WYD monument” in the memo section.
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Green Bay bishop becomes first in US to approve Marian apparitions
BY SAM LUCERO

CHAMPION, Wis. (CNS)—
Bishop David L. Ricken of Green
Bay has approved the Marian
apparitions seen by Adele Brise
in 1859, making the apparitions
of Mary that occurred some 18

miles northeast of Green Bay the
first in the United States to receive approval of a diocesan
bishop.
Bishop Ricken made the announcement in Champion during Mass at the Shrine of Our
Lady of Good Help Dec. 8, the

feast of the Immaculate
Conception. More than 250 invited guests filled the shrine
chapel to hear Bishop Ricken
read the official decree on the
authenticity of the apparitions.
He also issued a second decree,
formally approving the shrine as
a diocesan shrine.
As he declared, “I do hereby
approve these apparitions as
worthy of belief,” the congregation burst into applause, with
many in attendance moved to
tears.
“This is now an official declaration and an explicit recognition of what has been going on
in the development and expression of people’s faith in our Lord
Jesus,” Bishop Ricken said in his
homily. “Mary always leads us to
Jesus. We hold Mary in such high
regard because she is the mother of our savior Jesus Christ. So
she is probably the greatest
evangelist and catechist who
ever lived. ... She has been sent
out all these years since Christ’s
death and resurrection to proclaim this good news.”
Bishop Ricken said the
proclamation was a desire of
many people. “So many of you
have asked for this in one way or
another,” he said. “I regard this
also as a simple declaration in
that it already states what has
been going on here so quietly for
so many years.”
“I think today is a gift we give
back to the Blessed Mother for
all the prayers she has answered
in this place. All the solace and
comfort she has given to troubled souls,” said Bishop Ricken.
“In many ways it is also a
thank-you gift to Adele Brise,
that Belgian immigrant who
came here to this country. ... We
owe a great deal to her witness
because she was simple, she was
uneducated in our terms today.
She was a humble soul, but she
was obedient.”
Bishop Ricken added that the
message Brise answered in
teaching children the faith is the
same message people are called
to today.
“We need this message today
as much as they needed it 150
years ago; the message to proclaim the Gospel, each one of us,
in our families and in our workplace. We need to have that
same zeal for souls that Adele
Brise had,” he said.
Catholics must provide children “adequate catechetical formation” so they understand the
Gospel and “are able to defend
and explain the teachings of the
Church,” he added.
The bishop’s decree comes
nearly two years after he opened
a formal investigation into the
apparitions. On Jan. 9, 2009, he
appointed three theologians to
study the case.
The theologians’ names were
not released by the diocese. But

CNS PHOTO/SAM LUCERO, THE COMPASS

THE GRAVE of Adele Brise, left,
is pictured near the Chapel of
Our Lady of Good Help in
Robinsonville, Wis., in this 2007
file photo. Bishop David L.
Ricken of Green Bay has approved the Marian apparitions
seen by her in 1859.
Father John Doerfler, vicar general and chancellor, said all three
had expertise in Marian theology and “general experience in
examining apparitions,” adding
that two are internationally recognized.
Brise was 28 when Mary appeared to her three times in
October 1859. The first appearance took place while Brise was
carrying a sack of wheat to a
grist mill about four miles from
Robinsonville, now known as
Champion.
A few days later, on Oct. 9, as
Brise walked to Sunday Mass in
Bay Settlement, about 11 miles
from her home, Mary appeared
to her again. After Mass, Brise
told the pastor what she had
seen. He told her to “ask in God’s
name who it was and what it desired of her,” according to a historical account found on the
shrine’s website.
On the way home from Bay
Settlement, Mary again appeared to Brise. When Brise
asked who the woman was,
Mary responded, “I am the
Queen of Heaven, who prays for
the conversion of sinners, and I
wish you to do the same.”
She told Brise to “gather the
children in this wild country and
teach them what they should
know for salvation. Teach them
their catechism, how to sign
themselves with the sign of the
cross and how to approach the
sacraments.”
Brise devoted the rest of her
life to teaching children. She
began a community of secular
Franciscans and built a school
next to the shrine. Brise’s father,
Lambert, built a small chapel
near the spot of the apparitions.
When a brick chapel was built in
1880, the trees where Mary appeared were cut down and the
chapel’s altar was placed over
the spot.

A school and convent were
also built next to the chapel. The
current chapel was dedicated in
1942 under the title of Our Lady
of Good Help. Today, the shrine,
which sits on six acres of farmland, receives thousands of visitors each year.
Brise died July 5, 1896, and
was buried in a small cemetery
near the chapel. Although she
was sometimes photographed
in a habit, she never took vows
as a religious.
Karen Tipps, who for 18 years
has been a volunteer and caretaker of the shrine with her husband, Steve, said Bishop
Ricken’s decree “is the fulfillment of everything we’ve
worked for: to make the shrine a
beautiful place of pilgrimage; to
try and promote the message of
what happened here.”
While the declaration will not
change the way longtime pilgrims view the shrine, it will
change the way the rest of the
world sees it, she said.
“The shrine has had pilgrims
for more than 150 years ... but in
the Church view and the world
view, having the bishop go to
this length to get the commission going, it’s what others need
for affirmation of what happened here,” said Tipps.
She believes that the timing of
the apparitions’ approval was
part of a divine plan.
“It’s now because this message is meant for this time in history,” Tipps told The Compass,
Green Bay’s diocesan newspaper. “If you look at the state of
our children right now, there’s
no hope. There’s no faith. There’s
nothing to live for.”
She said a “crisis in catechesis”
exists today, much like it did
when Brise was told to teach
children their catechism.
At a news conference in the
shrine’s crypt following Mass,
Bishop Ricken said he has had a
strong devotion to Mary since
his childhood. “When I came
and found that this shrine was
dedicated to her and to her intercession, I was so pleased and
happy to see that so many good
things have come about here—
story after story. It’s living proof
that something authentic is
here.”
Just across the room from
where the bishop stood were
dozens of crutches and canes
left there by people who say
they were cured through Mary’s
intercession.
Bishop Ricken said the diocese is in “the very beginning
stages” of preparing for what
could be a large turnout of pilgrims to the shrine now that the
apparitions have been declared
valid.
“We’re also just trying to get
through this phase of making
the announcement and see how
people respond,” he added.
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Government-controlled
Catholic groups in China
elect new leaders

BEIJING (CNS)—The Chinese-government-controlled National Congress of
Catholic Representatives elected new
leaders for the Bishops’ Conference of the
Catholic Church in China and the
Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association,
the two groups responsible for the public
life of the Church in the communist
country. The new president of the bishops’ conference is Bishop Joseph Ma
Yinglin of Kunming, who was ordained
without papal approval in 2006. However,
the new president of the Chinese Catholic
Patriotic Association is Bishop Yohan
Fang Xinyao of Linyi, who was ordained
in 1997 and is in communion with the
pope. The statutes of the patriotic association and the bishops’ conference say the
organizations promote “principles of independence and autonomy, self-management and democratic administration
of the Church.” Pope Benedict XVI has
said organizations, which are completely
independent of the Vatican, are not in line
with Church doctrine. However, in a 2007
letter to Chinese Catholics, he also recognized the difficult situation of bishops
and priests who often are under government pressure to cooperate. The pope
said the Vatican “leaves the decision to
the individual bishop” regarding the appropriateness of cooperating in particular situations.

God’s grace, mercy are
more powerful than sin,
evil, pope says

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—In keeping
Mary free from sin, God showed how his
grace and mercy are greater and more
powerful than sin and evil, Pope
Benedict XVI said. “Unfortunately, every
day we experience evil that manifests itself in many ways in interactions and
events, but it has its roots in the human
heart—a wounded, sick heart that is incapable of healing by itself,” he said before praying the Angelus Dec. 8, the feast
of the Immaculate Conception. The
mystery of the Immaculate Conception
is a source of “hope and comfort,” the
pope told pilgrims gathered in St. Peter’s
Square for the feast, a major public holiday in Italy. “Amid life’s trials and espe-

cially its contradictions, which people
experience both inside themselves and
all around them, Mary, the mother of
Christ, tells us that grace is greater than
sin, that God’s mercy is more powerful
than evil and that God knows how to
transform it into good,” he said. In his
English remarks, the pope prayed that
through Mary, “our hearts and minds
might be kept free from sin, so that like
Mary we would be spiritually prepared
to welcome Christ. Let us turn to her, the
immaculate one, who brought Christ to
us, and ask her now to bring us to him,”
he said. Later that afternoon, Pope
Benedict continued the feast day celebrations by making an afternoon visit to
the heart of Rome’s tourist and shopping
district to pay homage to Mary at a statue erected near the Spanish Steps.

New Vatican missionary
museum opens in Rome

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—For almost
400 years, the Congregation for the
Evangelization of Peoples has sent missionaries around the world. Now, in the
new Propaganda Fide Missionary
Museum, the public can see many of
the items they sent back to Rome. The
new museum also documents how certain challenges to faith recur. For example, there’s a letter written in the mid1600s by King Leopold of Germany, the
Holy Roman Emperor, to the Shah of
Persia asking him kindly, but forcefully,
to respect the religious freedom of
Christians in Persia. The museum—and
its holding of paintings, photographs,
sculptures and other objects—is located
at the congregation’s headquarters, itself a jewel of Baroque architecture with
facades by Gian Lorenzo Bernini and
Francesco Borromini. Located near the
Spanish Steps, the exhibition space begins with Borromini’s Church of the
Adoration of the Magi, which is open to
the public for the first time.
Inaugurating the museum with a news
conference Dec. 9, a Vatican official said
the Three Kings who followed the star to
Jesus’ manger in Bethlehem are an icon
of the goal of the Church’s missionary
activity. “The magi symbolically represent the kings of the pagan peoples,
who are guided by a comet to their first
encounter with Christ and come to
faith,” said Francesco Buranelli, secretary of the Pontifical Commission for
the Cultural Heritage of the Church and
former director of the Vatican
Museums.
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After 36 years, Catholics in Summit
County to replace ‘temporary’ church
Our Lady of Peace
to build $5 million
church and rectory
BY JULIE FILBY

Catholics in Summit County
hope to break ground on a new
church next spring. Our Lady of
Peace Mission Parish will build a
13,000-square-foot church in
north Silverthorne to replace the
“simple wooden structure” on
Straight Creek Drive in Dillon,
built in 1974 to serve as a temporary worship space.
Our Lady of Peace is attended
by Father David Allen, pastor of
St. Mary Parish in Breckenridge.
“Father Allen formed a development committee to approach
the needs of the parish in a serious, disciplined way,” explained
Deacon Chuck Lamar, deacon
and business administrator of

AN ARTIST’S rendition of the new $5 million church.
both parishes since 2002. “After
many consultations and a
parish-wide survey, a set of priorities was established that included a new church for Our
Lady of Peace.”
A feasibility study determined
the parish community was committed to the $5 million project.
At the same time, a five-acre parcel of land on Highway 9 (Blue
River Parkway), south of
Willowbrook Road (the property
formerly known as Smith
Ranch), became available that
met the committee’s criteria.
“It was clear that it was time to
move forward,” said Deacon
Lamar. “We felt the guiding of
the Holy Spirit, as doors opened
and things have fallen into place
each step of the way.”
The two mountain community churches work together to
minister to approximately 400
Catholic households in the
Dillon-Silverthorne area, and
thousands of part-time residents, visitors and tourists.
“In high ski season and summer months our Mass attendance will be five to 10 times
more than in ‘mud season’ when
only locals are here,” according
to Deacon Lamar. “The numbers are growing every year as
more part-time residents move
here permanently.”
The new worship space will
seat 400 people, nearly double
the current capacity of 225.
According to Deacon James
Devlin of the archdiocese’s
Office of Planning and
Construction, the single-story
structure will include a narthex,
sacristy and vesting area, reconciliation rooms, social hall,
kitchen, meeting room, and
baptismal font—a feature they
do not have in the current
church.
“It will fulfill our needs for a
larger and more appropriate
space for sacramental worship,
in a very visible and accessible
location,” Deacon Lamar said.
“It will also provide much-needed space for religious education,
and social and communitybuilding functions.”
The character of the structure
is described as “mountain archi-

tecture,” which will complement the mountain setting with
exterior materials including
stone and heavy timbers.
“The church is designed to be
beautiful and readily identifiable, with materials and structures that blend with the beauty
of the natural environment
around us,” he said. “It’s oriented to take advantage of our
beautiful mountain views from
the social areas.”
In addition to a $4.5 million
budget for the church, approximately $500,000 will be allotted
for a new rectory adjacent to the
church and for renovations to St.
Mary’s in Breckenridge, which
was built in 1985.
The work in Breckenridge will
include remodeling the east
portion of the worship area to
accommodate a cry room and
reconciliation rooms—and converting the existing cry room
into a social hall that can also be
used for overflow seating.
“We’ve been immensely
blessed by the leadership of
Father Allen, and the dedication
of dozens of parish volunteers
who have led the development
and execution of our plans and
capital campaign, as well as the
generosity of full-time and parttime parishioners, and visitors,”
said Deacon Lamar.
In less than a year, they have
received gifts and pledges of
nearly $2.7 million, the amount
needed beyond assets in place.
Construction in Silverthorne
is expected to start in April 2011,
pending approvals from the
archdiocese and town of
Silverthorne. It is expected to
take about one year; completed
by Easter 2012.
Eidos Architects, P.C. of
Greenwood Village is the architect for the project. Himmelman
Construction, Inc. of Lakewood
was hired for preconstruction
services. Himmelman was recognized in 2008 for its work at
Redemptoris
Mater
Archdiocesan
Missionary
Seminary in Denver.
The renovations at St. Mary’s
are planned for the county’s
“low season” between Labor
Day and early December 2011.
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STATUES
carved from
olive wood by
Christian artisans in the
Holy Land are
available
through
Bethlehem
Handicrafts.
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Meaningful Christmas gifts that
give beyond the recipient
BY JOHN GLEASON

As you consider what to give for
Christmas, below are some gift options
that benefit others in addition to the recipient.

Camp Wojtyla

Why not send that young person in
your life to camp? Camp Wojtyla, located
west of Lyons, Colo., offers summer camp
experiences where participants not only
get a taste of the outdoors, but learn about
making Christ the central part of their life.
Camp Director Annie Powell said that parents, grandparents and friends have made
the gift of camp a splendid addition to
their traditional gift-giving.
Founded by the Fellowship of Catholic
University Students (FOCUS) Camp
Wojtyla sponsors programs for both middle- and high-school-age youths that
offer mentorship and adventure and give
kids the opportunity to overcome challenges and learn what it means to be a
Catholic in today’s culture.
Information about Camp Wojtyla, including cost, is available online at
www.capm-w.com or by calling 303-9261556.

Catholic Relief Services

Catholic Relief Services (CRS) is the official international humanitarian agency
of the Catholic community in the United
States. It provides assistance to people in
need around the globe without regard to
race, religion or nationality.
The CRS online gift catalog is a compassionate way to make a real difference

in the world. When you buy a share of one
of their selected projects, you help to alleviate human suffering and protect the
dignity of life among the most desperate
people overseas. These gift choices cultivate rice and opportunity in Nigeria; help
Bangladesh cyclone survivors; support
disabled children in Laos; and benefit numerous other projects that CRS supports.
For more information, visit online at
www.crs.org.

Fair trade coffee
Here’s a wonderful Christmas gift for
the coffee drinkers in your house: Fair
trade coffee. Fair trade coffee is coffee
that is purchased directly from the growers for a higher price than standard coffee
and is one of the many fair trade certified
products available around the world. The
purpose of fair trade is to promote healthier working conditions and greater economic incentive for producers. Many
parishes in the archdiocese are selling fair
trade coffee. For more information on
any of the fair trade products, go online to
www.globalexchange.org.

Bethlehem Handicrafts
Angels, rosaries, depictions of the
Savior, saints and Nativities are but a few
of the pieces of artwork offered by the
artists of Bethlehem Handicrafts, a
Christian organization which supports
Christian families in Bethlehem who
carve unique crafts from olive wood. An
extensive collection of the art available by
mail, in addition to wholesale opportunities, is available online at www.bethle
hemhandicrafts.com.
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Beloved longtime St. Francis pastor, Msgr. Morfeld, dies
Denver native
served as a priest
for 59 years
BY JOHN GLEASON

Msgr. Frank Morfeld, longtime priest of the Denver
Archdiocese and pastor of St.
Francis de Sales Parish in
Denver, died Dec. 4. He was
84.
A native of Denver, he was
the son of Rose and Frank
Morfeld. He was born Oct. 3,
1926.
He attended St.
Catherine of Siena School and
Regis (now Regis Jesuit) High
School, where he graduated in
1944. America was at war
then and, as was the inclination of many young men of
the time, he was ready to en-

list and become a pilot. But,
thanks to the guidance of his
grade school principal and his
pastor, he entered St. Thomas
Theological Seminary in
Denver and was ordained to
the priesthood on June 2,
1951.
According to his sister,
Rosemary Sunderland, the
call to the priesthood had
come many years before that.
“Oh, he and my mother
would talk for a long time
about being a priest,” she told
the Denver Catholic Register.
“He always had the desire for
the priesthood. And after he
was ordained, I don’t think
there was any part of it he didn’t enjoy. That’s just the kind of
man he was.”
Following his ordination,
his first assignment was to the
parish he would one day serve

as pastor, St. Francis de Sales, and served in that capacity
He was
where he served as assistant until his death.
pastor for eight years. His named monsignor by Pope
ministry took him to St. John Paul II in 1996.
Father John Canjar, a longJoseph Hospital where he was
time friend of Msgr.
chaplain, then he
Morfeld, served as
went to Christ the
the homilist at the
King in Denver to
funeral Mass. He
work as the parish
told the Register that,
a d m i n i s t r a t o r.
despite
failing
Other pastoral ashealth, he never
signments included
wanted to retire.
Cure d’Ars, St. John’s
“He’d had some
and St. Philomena
MSGR. FRANK
health issues in the
parishes in Denver
MORFELD
last few years,”
and Holy Name
Father Canjar said,
Parish
in
“but was blessed with a very
Englewood.
He was a member of the supportive staff that enabled
Presbyteral Council, served on him to continue to work. His
the priest’s retirement com- legacy is he faithfully served
mittee and was a dean of the the Church as an active priest
Southeast Deanery. In 1990, for 59 years.”
In speaking of Msgr.
he was appointed pastor of St.
Francis de Sales in Denver Morfeld’s love for pastoral

work, Father Canjar said there
were many aspects of ministry
he liked, but one in particular
stood out.
“I know he was very happy
to be able to keep the school
open,” he said. “He loved the
children, was interested in
their future and was dedicated to they’re receiving a foundation of the faith and a wonderful education. He’s going
to be missed by all who knew
him.”
A vigil was held at St.
Francis de Sales on Dec. 9.
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., served as main
celebrant at the funeral Mass,
which was held at the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception Dec.
10. Burial at Mount Olivet
Cemetery in Wheat Ridge followed the Mass.

Gala raises hope and money for Catholic education
The 12th annual Evening for
Hope gala sponsored by the
Seeds of Hope Charitable
Trust raised more than
$330,000 for tuition assistance—and donations continue to come in, organizers said.
The event was held the
evening of Nov. 19 at the
Grand Hyatt Denver hotel
downtown. Of that total,
$100,000 was earned in the
paddle raiser portion of the
event. That amount was made
possible by a Martin Family
Foundation matching gift.
Organizers deemed the gala a
great success.
Among the capacity crowd
were special guests former
Colorado first lady Frances
Owens, former Congressman
Bob Beauprez and former
Denver Nuggets player and

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA PROVIDED COURTESY SEEDS OF HOPE CHARITABLE TRUST

ANNUNCIATION School Choir members pose for a photo during
the Evening for Hope gala held Nov. 19. Proceeds from the
event, sponsored by the Seeds of Hope Charitable Trust, provides tuition assistance for disadvantaged children to attend
Catholic schools.

SEEDS OF HOPE
To learn more, call 303-7153112 or e-mail betsyb@seeds
ofhope trust.org or visit
www.seeds ofhopetrust.org.

coach Bill Hanzlik, who also
auctioned off one of the
events hot items: an all-access
Denver Nuggets package.
9News anchor Kyle Dyer
served as mistress of ceremonies. Speakers included inspirational speaker John
O’Leary, a burn survivor who
gave the keynote; and Bishop
Machebeuf High School junior Olivia Lang, who spoke
about how Seeds of Hope has
made her parochial education
possible.
Seeds of Hope works to give
Denver’s inner-city children
the opportunity to receive a
Catholic education.
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Cabrini Shrine statue repairs under way
BY JOHN GLEASON

Last month, four statues were vandalized at Mother Cabrini Shrine in Golden.
Although at first glance, some of the statues appeared to be beyond repair,
restoration work is already under way
and, according to Administrator Jeff
Lewis, it’s only a matter of time before all
are returned to their former luster.
“The force used by the vandals on the
statues was considerable but two of (the
statues) are already back up,” Lewis said.
“Work on the other two will begin soon.”
Damages and repairs include:
• St. Bernadette was broken in half. The
grounds maintenance department repaired and repainted it.
• Our Lady of Grace has been remolded, repainted and is back on display
• Jesus on the Cross, which is located at
the bottom of the steps leading up to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus statue, had the face
chipped and broken. This piece is being
restored
by
Premier
Specialty
Contractors, which previously restored
the Sacred Heart statue after it was struck
by lightning in 2007.
• Mother Cabrini in the lower grotto
needed extensive face work, sanding and
painting. This piece is being restored by
Cave de Marmo sculptures of Morrison.
Lewis said this is not the first time statues have been damaged at the shrine, but
earlier incidents were few and far between.
“There was some minor damage done
to some of the Stations of the Cross 15

years ago,” he said, “but otherwise it was
the mid-1960s when vandals struck.”
On the other side of this story is the
outpouring of help offered by people
who, when they found out about this
senseless, disturbing act, reached out.
“I’ve had senior citizens call up and donate money,” Lewis said, “and many donations are coming from military personnel serving overseas.”
One group donating is students at
Shrine of St. Anne School in Arvada. Each
year, the third grade class makes a field
trip to the shrine. Every spring, the seventh graders attend a service day where
they participate in general cleanup of the
grounds. When the students found out
about the damage, they determined to
help.
“Every year, the school organizes a social service fundraiser,” explained
Assistant Principal Vickie Turano. “This
year, the classes wanted to take on the
shrine as that project.
On Dec. 7, the children organized a
dress down day where, for one dollar, the
students could opt out of their uniforms
for one day. And, wanting to take advantage of every fund-raising opportunity,
the kids solicited their parents for donations as well.
Lewis said he is pleased and gratified
with the contributions and offers of assistance the shrine has received.
To contribute to the restoration efforts,
call 303-526-0758 or visit www.mother
cabrinishrine.org and click on the
Facebook link.
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Latest Narnia sequel keeps the need for faith front and center
BY JOHN MULDERIG
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK (CNS)—”We
have nothing if not belief,”
says a character in “The
Chronicles of Narnia: The
Voyage of the Dawn Treader”
(Fox).
And, indeed, with its youthful protagonists confronting
forces of darkness both within
themselves and around them,
this screen version of the third
in C.S. Lewis’ classic series of
Christian-themed allegorical
novels—a mix of live action
and animation—keeps the
need for faith front and center.
A murky backstory and
slightly sketchy plot, though,
make director Michael Apted’s
addition to the franchise—
which began with 2005’s “The
Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe,” and continued
with “Prince Caspian” in
2008—somewhat less impressive dramatically than thematically.
The opening scenes, set in
World War II-era Britain, find
brother and sister Edmund
and Lucy Pevensie (Skandar
Keynes
and
Georgie
Henley)—two of the four original human visitors to
Narnia—lodging with relatives, including their obnoxious, cynical cousin, Eustace
Scrubb (Will Poulter).

CNS PHOTO/FOX

GEORGIE HENLEY is pictured with a lion named Aslan, voiced by Catholic actor Liam Neeson, in
the movie "The Chronicles of Narnia: The Voyage of the Dawn Treader."
Resentful at having to share
his room with Edmund,
Eustace, as the facts-only embodiment of modern rationalism, also sneers at his cousins’
tales of travel to a magical
kingdom. So it comes as a surprise when a seascape painting hanging on the wall suddenly floods the boys’ bedroom, and the tide carries all
three children off to Narnia’s
Eastern Sea.
Saved from drowning by
their old friend, Caspian (Ben

Barnes), now the king of
Narnia, the siblings are delighted to be reunited with
him aboard the “Dawn
Treader,” pride of the kingdom’s fleet. They’ve arrived at
an opportune time, since
Caspian is in the midst of a
quest to vanquish a menacing
manifestation of evil that
takes the form of a green mist
capable of making its victims
disappear.
It’s here that the exposition
in
Christopher
Markus,

Stephen McFeely and Michael
Petroni’s script begins to feel a
little burdensome. Suffice it to
say that the siblings—and,
more reluctantly, their traveling companion—agree to join
Caspian on his mission.
This eventually requires
them to bring together at the
table of the noble lion Aslan
(voice of Liam Neeson)—
Narnia’s spiritual lord whose
redeeming death and resurrection are recounted in
Lewis’ first volume and in the

first film—seven magical
swords empowered to protect
the land from harm.
During the adventures that
ensue, Edmund and Lucy battle temptations ranging from
vanity and envy to ambition,
greed
and
cowardice.
Meanwhile, helped along by
the wisdom of one of
Caspian’s sidekicks, plucky
warrior mouse Reepicheep
(voice of Simon Pegg), Eustace
endures an unwelcome physical transformation which ultimately leads him down the
path toward a far more positive spiritual conversion.
Richly cargoed with Gospelbased moral lessons and
Christian overtones, this
swashbuckling sequel, despite its occasionally rocky
progress through the waves,
bears viewers on an enjoyable, and mostly kid-friendly,
voyage.
The film contains considerable peril and bloodless violence and a couple of mild
bathroom jokes. The Catholic
News Service classification is
A-II—adults and adolescents.
The
Motion
Picture
Association of America rating
is PG—parental guidance suggested.

John Mulderig is on the staff
of Catholic News Service. More
reviews are available online at
www.usccb.org/movies.

Arvada Center’s ‘A Christmas Carol: The Musical’ is pleasing fare that inspires
BY ROXANNE KING

As Christmas approaches,
there is still time to see a family-friendly show that underscores the opening and changing of heart we are called to
during the Advent season.
“A Christmas Carol: The
Musical,” music by Alan
Menken, book and lyrics by
Mike Ockrent and Lynn
Ahrens, is the 1994 Broadway
musical adaptation of the classic novella by Charles Dickens.
It is playing at the Arvada
Center through Dec. 23.
The center is boasting its
largest cast ever, 38 individuals, for this Colorado premiere.
Penned in just six weeks
and published less than a
week before Christmas 1843,
Dickens’ story tells of the
transformation experienced
by miserly Ebenezer Scrooge
after a Christmas Eve visit by
his deceased partner Jacob
Marley and the ghosts of
Christmas Past, Present and
Future. An instant success,
the book has never been out
of print.
A crowd-pleaser, the musi-

‘A CHRISTMAS
CAROL: THE
MUSICAL’
Where: The Arvada Center,
6901 Wadsworth Blvd.,
Arvada
Dates: through Dec. 23
Times: 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays
through Saturdays and Dec.
20; 1 p.m. Wednesdays and
Dec. 23; 2 p.m. Saturdays and
Sundays
Cost: $49-$63 (adults); $25
(children)
Information: visit www.arvada
center.org or call 720-8987200

BOB CRATCHIT (Matt
Mueller) lifts Tiny Tim (Evan
Thomas Sullivan) in “A
Christmas Carol: The Musical”
at the Arvada Center.
cal ran for 10 years at Madison
Square Garden. The Arvada
Center production is delightful.
The ensemble delivers
strong performances—Joseph
Dellger as Scrooge, Matt
Mueller as Bob Cratchit, Drew

PHOTOS BY P. SWITZER

THE GHOST of Christmas Present (Eric Leviton) speaks about
abundance and charity to Scrooge (Joseph Dellger).
Frady as Jacob Marley, and
Evan Thomas Sullivan as Tiny
Tim—under the direction of
director
Rod
Lansberry.
Ashlie-Amber Harris is the
Ghost of Christmas Past and
Eric Leviton is the Ghost of
Christmas Present. Kitty
Hilsabeck does double duty as
the Ghost of Christmas Future

and choreographer.
Exuberant numbers—fun
but warning “Link by Link,”
sweetly nostalgic “Lights of
Long
Ago,”
unexpected
“Abundance and Charity” and
heartwarming “God Bless Us
Everyone”—are
admirably
performed under music director David Nehls.

Set
designer
Brian
Mallgrave’s London street has
doors open to display interiors and enable the action to
flow seamlessly.
This beloved redemption
tale will make you reflect on
where your heart is and may
inspire you to change any
“Bah, humbugs” lurking there
to “Let us love till we die—and
God bless us, everyone!”
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A PHOTO of the Peruvian Navy’s B.A.P. Pacocha, which is featured in a new documentary, “The
Miracle of the Pacocha.”

EWTN to air documentary
recounting 1988 miracle at sea
‘The Miracle of the
Pacocha’ was
produced by local
layman
BY JOHN GLEASON

It’s the story of a sailor, a vision
and a feat of strength that no
mortal should have been able to
pull off. It’s the story of a miracle
that led to the beatification of a
Croatian nun.
The story is told in the documentary, “The Miracle of the
Pacocha,” which is set to be
broadcast Dec. 29 on the Eternal
Word Television Network.
Fort
Collins
resident
Christopher Massarotti is the
executive producer of the film.
Massarotti said the film came
about in a roundabout way.
“I’d seen a report dealing with
the Pacocha incident issued by
the Department of Defense and
was searching for a report on the
subject written by the Vatican,”
he said. “That request led me to
Peru, to interviews and filming a
documentary; the whole thing
took on a life of its own.”
The B.A.P. Pacocha (formally
the USS Atule) is a Balao Class
submarine, the property of the
Peruvian government. On Aug.
26, 1988, the Pacocha, carrying
a crew of 49, was returning to
base when she was rammed by
a Japanese fishing trawler and
sank in 140 feet of water. As the
Peruvian Navy began a rescue
operation, the situation on
board the Pacocha became
desperate. Seven members of
the crew were killed as a result
of the collision and, while
many of the crew successfully
abandoned ship before she
sank, 22 were still alive, awaiting rescue as sea water rushed
into the forward compartments.

BLESSED Marija Petkovic at
about age 20.
One of the trapped crew, Lt.
Roger Cotrina Alvarado, went to
the forward torpedo room hatch
to secure it. He found a sailor,
whose leg was caught in the
door, jamming it open and allowing water to pour in, flooding
the compartment. Cotrina was
able to push the hatch, against
the force of the water, freeing the
trapped man and then get the
hatch closed. The submarine
did not flood and the remaining
22 members of the crew were
rescued within 24 hours
Later Cotrina told authorities
he was able to accomplish the
feat after experiencing a vision
of a Croatian nun named Marija
Petkovic, testifying he, “saw a
light and experienced a power
that allowed me to shut the
hatch.” Cotrina added he had
no doubt that had he been unable to close the hatch, no one
inside the sub would have survived. A military commission of
inquisition into the event
agreed, saying that it should
have been impossible for
Cotrina to close the hatch.
Sister Petkovic, also known as
“Blessed Mary of Jesus Crucified
Petkovic” was the founder of the
Catholic Congregation of the

Daughters of Mercy.
She
worked in soup kitchens,
opened day-care facilities and
solicited help for widows and
orphans in Croatia, Serbia and
Macedonia. She travelled to
Argentina to promote charity
work across Latin America, organizing classes in everything
from hygiene to typing. She
died in 1966. Today, her congregation has its branches, besides
other countries, in Italy,
Romania, Paraguay, Chile, Peru
and Argentina.
In 1989, the Congregation for
the Causes of Saints began an
investigation into the reports of
that miracle, speaking with
Cotrina, other members of the
crew, the admiral’s staff of the
Peruvian Navy and many engineers who testified as to the
physical impossibility of closing
the hatch in the manner described by the crew. In short, no
one could give a logical reason
as to how it happened. On May
8, 1998, Pope John Paul II confirmed the congregation’s initial
report, formally recognizing
Sister Petkovic as a “Servant of
God” and named “Venerable.”
Sister Petkovic was beatified on
June 6, 2003.
The “Miracle of the Pacocha”
will be broadcast on EWTN at 8
p.m. Dec. 29 and again at 4:30
p.m. on Jan. 1, 2011. Copies of
the one-hour movie, along with
details on the event, are available online at www.themiracleofthepacocha.com.
Massarotti said he hopes
everyone will get the chance to
view this documentary and
come away with a different outlook.
“That’s what’s so great about
the story of the submarine and
what came after it,” he said. “It
was a secular event widely reported by the international
press. But more than that it
demonstrates just how relevant
faith is in our lives today.”
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Bulletin Board
Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045;
Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Advent Vespers: to be held at
Notre Dame Parish, 2160 S.
Sheridan Blvd., Denver. Call 303935-3900 for more information.
Dec. 20: 7 p.m.
All Are Welcome: to youth focused
Christmas Liturgy at St. Louis
Church, 902 Grant Ave.,
Englewood.
Dec. 24: 7 p.m.
Midnight Mass: with choir and orchestra performing Mozart’s
“Great Credo Mass”, at St. Mary
Church, 6853 S. Prince St.,
Littleton. Call 303-798-8506 for
more information.
Dec. 25: midnight
Come Pray At Holy Hour: for more
religious vocations at Holy Trinity
Church, 3100 W. 76th Ave.,
Westminster. Call 303-427-7931.
Last Thursday of Month: 7 p.m.
Monthly Respect Life Holy Hour:
held at All Souls Church, 4950 S.
Logan St., Englewood. Social hour
follows Holy Hour. Call 303-7890007 for details.
Third Thursday: 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Holy Hour: for the sanctity of
priests and vocations to the
priesthood, at Sacred Heart of
Mary Church, 6739 S. Boulder
Road, Boulder. Call 303-494-7572
for more information.
Fridays: 8 p.m.
Adoration: and praying of rosary
before Saturday Mass at Holy
Rosary Church, 4688 Pearl St.,
Denver.
Rosary: 5 p.m.
Mass: 5:30 p.m.
Weekly Young Adult Mass: at St.
Catherine of Siena Church, 4200
Federal Blvd., Denver.
Thursdays: 6:30 p.m.
Young People’s Mass: for ages 2 102, at St. Ignatius Loyola Church,
2309 Gaylord St., Denver.
Sundays: 5:30 p.m.
Tridentine Latin Mass: every
Sunday at Holy Family Church,
3480 Utica St., Denver.
Sundays: 11 a.m.
Latin High Mass: 11 a.m. on first
Sunday of the month
Monthly Italian Mass: at Mount
Carmel Church, 3549 Navajo St.,
Denver. Breakfast served after
Mass, donations welcome.
First Sunday of Month: 9 a.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
A Dollar A Month: to help the poor
is what you pay when you purchase a 2011 Father Woody’s Haven
of Hope Calendar. The $12 calendars feature artwork of some of
the shelter’s guests. Call 303607-0855 Ext. 5 for details.
Order Your Copy Now: of
“Pinnacled Glory of the West,” a
book about the history of the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception. Cost is
$24.95 but all orders received by
Dec. 17 will cost only $20. Call
303-520-9986 to order.
Radio-A-Thon: to benefit
Samaritan House, hosted by Lou
from Littleton will be broadcast
from the shelter’s lobby at 2301
Lawrence St., Denver on 87.8 (FM)
The Ticket. More information and a
complete list of auction items is
available online at
www.877theticket.com.
Dec. 15: 5 a.m. - 10 p.m.
P’zazz Children’s Choir: to perform
their annual Christmas concert at
Broomfield Auditorium, 3
Community Park Road, Broomfield.
Tickets are $15 adults, $10 seniors
and children. Call 303-466-8275
for more information.
Dec. 17: 7:30 p.m.
Hoopsters: are invited to come to
the annual Tom Young 3-on-3 basketball tournament at Most
Precious Blood School, 2250 S.
Harrison St., Denver. Men and coed teams available. Call 303-7611787 for registration information.
Dec. 18
Advent Formal: for high school
youth at St. Louis Church, 901
Grant Ave., Louisville. Mass, followed by dinner and dancing. Cost
is $10 per person. Call 303-6666401 for details.
Dec. 19: 5p.m. - 11 p.m.
A Christmas Concert: presented by
the Music Ministry at Most
Precious Blood Parish, 2250
Harrision St., Denver. Come hear a
seleciton of classic sacred
Christmas music during this free
concert including sing-a-longs and
new music composed by Father
Patrick Dolan.
Dec. 21: 7 p.m.
Ring In The New Year: at 3rd annual dinner-dance and casino night
sponsored by Shrine of St. Anne’s
Parish, 7555 Grant Place, Arvada.
Dinner, door prizes, casino tables
and continental breakfast. Cost of
the evening is $50 per person and

ticket information is available by
calling 303-204-4665.
Dec. 31: Dinner 7:30 p.m.
Gaming 9 p.m.
Free Tour: for anyone who wishes
more information about volunteering at St. Louis School, 3301 S.
Sherman St., Englewood. Call
Seeds of Hope office for tour information, 303-715-3186.
Jan. 11, 2011
Andrew Dinner: for those who are
interested in a vocation to the
priesthood. Call 303-282-3429 for
more information.
Jan. 20: 6 p.m.
St. John Vianney
Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver
Feb. 8: Fort Collins and
Greeley area
A Catholic Perspective: on the
death penalty, a free event to be
held in Bonfils Hall, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver. Evening will begin with
screening of film "No Tomorrow"
followed by discussion led by St.
John Vianney Seminary professor
Christian Brugger. Call 303-7153122 for more information.
Jan. 26, 2011: 7 p.m.
Open House: at Christ the King
School, 860 Elm St., Denver. Call
303-321-2123 for more information.
Feb. 1, 2011: 6:30 p.m. - 9:30
p.m.
Come Out For Evening Of Fun: at
“La Festa d’Amore” dinner and
dance at Lakewood Country Club,
6800 W. 10th Ave., Lakewood to
benefit Mount Carmel Church.
Tickets are $50 and can be purchased by calling 303-455-0447.
Feb. 12, 2011
Arrupe Magis Night: to benefit
Arrupe Jesuit High School, to be
held at Hyatt Regency Denver at
the Colorado Convention Center
650 15th St., Denver. For more information call 303-455-7449 or
online at www.arrupejesuit.com.
Feb. 26, 2011

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Courage: a spiritual support group
for men and women who have homosexual tendencies and who desire to live a chaste Christian life.
Confidential. Call Father Dan
Norick at 720-434-2638 for more
information.
Men’s Advent Retreat: for men 18
and older at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver with Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Retreat is free and includes dinner. For more information or to
register online go to
www.Priest4Christ.com or call
303-282-3729.
Dec. 19: 12:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Awakening Faith: a six-week seminar that fosters reflection and
prayer, to be held at St. John the
Baptist Church, 323 Collyer St.,
Longmont. No registration is required, but more information is
available by calling 303-776-0737
Ext. 145.
Begins Jan. 4, 2011: 7 p.m.
Why Can’t We Get Along: is a seminar bringing together representatives of Catholic, Islamic and
Jewish faiths to discuss the question of how people can coexist.
Bishop James D. Conley will participate in this free event to be held
at John F. Kennedy High School,
2855 S. Lamar St., Denver.
Jan. 10, 2011: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Archbishop’s Lecture Series: continues with Eric Metaxas, who will
speak on “Bonhoeffer” at Bonfils
Hall at JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver. Call for information
on this free lecture, 303-715-3123.
Sign-up not necessary.
Jan. 18, 2010: 7 p.m.
Reflect And Rejuvenate: at a
women’s day of reflection presented by Father John Budke at Holy
Name Church, 3290 W. Milan Ave.,
Englewood. Cost is $30, pre-registration, $35 at the door. Call 303973-3606 or visit web site
www.dayofrefleciton.org to register.
Jan. 29, 2011: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

EnCOURAGE: support group for parents of children who have homosexual tendencies. For more information, call Father Dan Norick at
720-434-2638.

PILGRIMAGES/TOURS
Lenten Pilgrimage: to Rome and
The Holy Land led by Father Tomas
Fraile. For free brochure or more
information call 303-480-1082.
April 4 - 19, 2011
In The Steps Of St. Paul: pilgrimage
scheduled for next spring. Cost is
$2,050 per person for 11-day trip.
Call 303-854-8256 for more information or online at
www.liveoutloudtravel.com.
April 8 - 19, 2011
Holy Land Pilgrimage: with Father
Ron Weissbeck. Call for details and
itinerary, 970-353-7500.
May 3 - 16, 2011
Vincentian Heritage Tour: to France
with Father Lawrence Christensen,
CM. Free brochure at available at
www.GoCatholicTravel.com/Christen
sen or call 303-758-8826.
May 16 - 26, 2011
Pilgrimage To Israel: led by Father
Randy Dollins and former Biblical
School Director Thomas Smith.
Space is limited, information available online at www.gen215.org.
May 22 - June 1, 2011

Deepen Your Faith: at the 2011
Living The Catholic Faith
Conference, to be held at Colorado
Convention Center, 700 14th St.,
Denver. Keynote speakers include
Archbishop Timothy Dolan of the
Archdiocese of New York. More information on the conference web
site, www.lcfcdenver.org or call
303-715-3260.
March 11 - 12, 2011

Spots Are Going Quickly: for pilgrimage to Rome to see Archbishop
Jose Gomez receive his Pallium
from Pope Benedict XVI. Travel
with members of the Archdiocese
of Denver for this once in a lifetime
experience. Call 303-715-3207 or email tess.stone@archden.org for
more information.
June 25 - July 2, 2011

Annual Black Catholic Retreat: to
be held at Sacred Heart Jesuit
Retreat House in Sedalia, Colo. Call
303-715-3165 for more information.
March 18 - 20, 2011

Youth Pilgrimage: to World Youth
Day 2011 in Madrid, Spain. For more
information on this two-week pilgrimage call 303-455-9090.
Aug. 11 - 21, 2011

Annual Psychotherapy Conference:
on marriage and family at Bonfils
Hall at JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver. For more information,
call 703-608-8164 or visit
www.catholicpsychotherapy.org.
March 25, 2011

Travel To France: with parishioners
from St. Frances Cabrini Parish. Be
spiritually renewed with visits to
Chartres, Nevers and Lourdes.
Trips to Paris and Lake Geneva included. Call 303-956-2737 for
more information.
Autumn 2011

Mark Your Calendar: for the annual
Rocky Mountain Men’s Conference
to be held at Pikes Peak Center,
190 S. Cascade Ave., Colo. Springs.
Call 719-531-0738 for more information on this event.
May 7, 2011
Catholic High School Students:
who wish to be part of 2011
National Catholic Youth Choir next
summer must apply online at
www.CatholicYouthChoir.org by
March 7, 2011. Call 320-363-3154
for more information.
June 14 - 28, 2011

VOLUNTEERING
Adopt An Elder: for the holidays.
Volunteer your time with home visits
and bringing gifts to those who have
no one to remember them during
the holiday season. Call 303-5956644 for more information.
Volunteers Of America: are looking
for snow buddies who can help senior citizens with snow removal this
winter. Call 720-264-3379 for more
information.
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Bonhoeffer, Christian witness and the drama of real discipleship
BY CHARLES J. CHAPUT,
O.F.M. CAP.

“Silence in the face of evil is itself evil: God will not hold us
guiltless. Not to speak is to speak.
Not to act is to act.”—Dietrich
Bonhoeffer
“Bonhoeffer faced a church
that had bowed its knee to the
reigning culture, but we’re facing
that today as well. The situation
that compelled Bonhoeffer and
the other Confessing Church
leaders to draft the Barmen
Declaration in the 1930s is not so
terribly different from the current
situation that has compelled
Christian leaders to draft the
Manhattan Declaration.”—Eric
Metaxas
Biographies matter because
they teach through the lives of
others. Done well, they inform
and entertain. Done very well,
they can inspire. And sometimes, at the hands of an author
of real passion and talent, they
can change the way we think
about ourselves and our times.
“Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr,
Prophet, Spy,” is just such a book.
Eric Metaxas has created a biography of uncommon power—
intelligent, moving, well researched, vividly written and
rich in implication for our own
lives. Or to put it another way:
Buy this book. Read it. Then
buy another copy and give it to a
person you love. It’s that good.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer is the sort
of compelling figure from the
past many people know something about, but few take the
time to fully understand. One of

eight children from a distinguished German family, he was
a man of high intellect and social class who
chose
practical
Lutheran ministry
over a promising
university career.
Repelled by Nazi
thuggery, he was
appalled by the
Third Reich’s treatment of the Jews.
He was equally disgusted by the collaboration
and
cowardice
of
mainline German
Christians,
and
helped found a
“Confessing Church” of resisting, faithful Christians critical of
the regime. A pacifist by preference, Bonhoeffer nonetheless
joined the conspiracy against
Adolf Hitler. He was eventually
arrested, and was hanged in
Flossenburg prison camp in
April 1945, just two weeks before
the camp’s liberation by
American troops.
Bonhoeffer was 39 when he
died. He had already written
two small volumes that would
become modern Christian classics—“Life Together” and “The
Cost of Discipleship”—and a
collection of notes edited and
published after his death by his
friend Eberhard Bethge as
“Ethics.”
As
Metaxas
shows,
Bonhoeffer’s actions cannot be
appreciated outside the zealous
Christian faith that animated
him. In an age of arid theology

and practical unbelief even
among many self-described
Christians, Bonhoeffer committed himself to live
what he claimed to
believe. He saw
Scripture as the
restless but reliable Word of God;
a Word that demands not just intellectual assent
but obedience of
heart and submission of will in lives
of active service.
He had a passion for Jesus
Christ
and
a
deeply evangelical
faith shaped by the Lutheran
tradition. This makes him a
rather awkward hero for modern secularizers who fail to read
the Bonhoeffer fine print—especially when he speaks with inconvenient Christian clarity
about the nature of marriage,
family, euthanasia and abortion,
which he bluntly described as
“murder.” But for Bonhoeffer,
faith had consequences for the
entire range of human behavior,
and he took an intensely allergic
view of inappropriate Christian
compromises with the world.
He could see, firsthand in
Germany, where they led.
Bonhoeffer visited the United
States in 1930-31 to study at
Union Theological Seminary in
New York. He returned again
briefly in 1939. His thoughts
about the country make useful
reading. He noted that the
American Revolution had been

“fundamentally different” from
the French Revolution, with a
federal Constitution rooted in a
sense of original sin. As a result,
“American democracy is founded
not on humanity or the dignity of
man, but on the kingdom of God
and the limitation of all earthly
power” (emphasis in the original). The energy, pragmatism
and social consciousness of
American Christianity deeply
impressed him. So did his experience of black Christian worship.
But he was baffled by
America’s “Protestantism without Reformation”—what he saw
as its intellectual shallowness, its
disconnection from the great
struggles of Reformation and
Counter-Reformation, and its
disinterest in matters of creed.
For Bonhoeffer, the same qualities that made American
Christianity strong also made it
prone to a unique kind of practical secularizing. Seventy years
later, it’s hard to argue with his
verdict.
Bonhoeffer was a faithful son
of the Lutheran Reformation,
writing 30 years before Vatican
II. Catholic readers of his work
will sometimes find themselves
puzzled or irritated by his perceptions of Catholic life, or disagreeing with his theology or
version of historical events. But
Bonhoeffer was scrupulous in
his respect for all sincere believers, and as Eberhard Bethge
once observed, he had a lifelong
interest in things Catholic
marked by “critical affection and
affectionate criticism.”

New book by local writer investigates the road to miracles
BY JOHN GLEASON

A new book by local writer Bill
Briggs is part detective story and
part courtroom drama. But unlike a police procedural or a detective novel, Briggs’ book, “The
Third
Miracle”
(Crown
Publishing) deals with the forensic investigation that goes on
when the Catholic Church looks
into an alleged miracle.
“The Third Miracle” relates the
story of Phil McCord, a caretaker
at St. Mary-of-the-Woods College
in Terre Haute, Ind. In 2001,
McCord, facing a risky surgical
procedure that would replace
part of a diseased eye, stopped
into the campus chapel where he
asked the late Mother Theodore
Guerin, foundress of the college,
to intercede with God on his behalf. The next day his eye was
better and he eventually made a
full recovery without the surgery
his doctors said he needed.
Mother Theodore founded
the Sisters of Providence of St.
Mary-of-the-Woods, Ind. She
died in 1856. Fifty-three years
after her death, members of her
order began the cause for her

sainthood. They were looking
for a second miracle that could
be attributed to their founder in
order to continue
on the path to canonization. The recovery of McCord’s
eyesight was eventually accepted as
that miracle.
Briggs is an
award-winning
journalist who’s
written for The
Denver Post, the
Miami Herald and
the
Nashville
Banner. He’s covered a wide variety
of topics from
business to travel, but this is his
first time covering a religious
subject. He was drawn to the
topic in 2007 after reading about
Kayla Rebecca Kellogg, an unborn child in Denver who doctors said would be born with severe physical defects.
“The girl’s grandparents
prayed to Blessed Junipero Serra,
asking him to intercede on behalf
of the baby’s health,” he said.
“Kayla was born healthy.”

Since that event was still under
investigation, Briggs could not
interview all parties concerned
so he searched
until he found
McCord’s story and
was captivated by
the meshing of
people of faith and
science to find the
truth.
“Phil’s eye gets
better and he recovered but he
says
nothing,”
Briggs said. “He
keeps it to himself.
It’s one of the sisters who notices
and believes the
recovery is a miracle.”
A tribunal was convened to
look into the matter and doctors
who had been treating McCord
were invited to offer testimony
as to his condition before the
event, a time when he was in
dire need of surgery. Briggs said
a dozen doctors both in the
United States and in Rome examined the evidence; some embraced the idea that it could be a
miracle, others did not, but all

agreed that given the condition
of McCord’s eyes, surgery was
needed to correct the problem.
From the standpoint of medicine, they couldn’t explain how
recovery had happened.
“The chief cataract surgeon
stated emphatically he did not
believe in miracles,” Briggs said,
“but also admitted he had no
idea how this situation had
transformed itself.”
On the theological side, Briggs
said he was impressed with the
thoroughness and seriousness
with which the Church investigated the incident.
“Some might think that a case
for a miracle comes in and they
would give it a cursory glance—
and that just isn’t so,” he said.
“More often than not, the cases
are kicked out because they
don’t have evidence or there are
medical reasons to the contrary—nothing
is
rubber
stamped. One of the things that
people will discover in ‘The
Third Miracle’ is that in the tribunal, rule No. 1 is, ‘Let’s just
find the facts and let the Vatican
draw the conclusions.’”
The tribunal sent their find-

BOOK
Title: “Bonhoeffer: Pastor,
Martyr, Prophet, Spy; A
Righteous Gentile vs. the Third
Reich”
Author: Eric Metaxas
Publisher: Thomas Nelson
(Nashville, 2010). 591 pp.,
$29.99

The work of the French
Catholic
writer
Georges
Bernanos deeply attracted him,
especially the novel “The Diary
of a Country Priest.” Bonhoeffer
also longed for a more robust
sense of “Church,” which
Catholics had and many
Lutherans seemed to have lost.
More than six decades after his
death, nearly all of Bonhoeffer’s
work still speaks simply and
powerfully to every searching
Christian heart.
We live in a time when freedom of religion, the rights of
conscience, and the integrity of
Christian life and witness are
once again slowly weakening.
History never repeats itself. But
patterns of human thought and
behavior, good and evil, heroism and barbarism, repeat
themselves all the time. Eric
Metaxas has written the kind of
extraordinary book that not
only
brings
Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, his times and his
witness vividly alive, but leaves
us yearning to find the same
moral character in ourselves.
No biographer can achieve
anything higher.
This review originally appeared in the October 2010 edition of First Things magazine.

BOOK
Title: “The Third Miracle”
Author: Bill Briggs
Publisher: Crown (New York,
2011). 334 pp., $24

ings on to Rome where they
were accepted as a miracle and
Mother Theodore was canonized on Oct. 16, 2006, by Pope
Benedict XVI.
“The book is about a man
who was told by the Church that
he may have been tapped by
God—and the road that came
after,” Briggs said. “The real core
of the story is the main character’s struggle to accept that he
was, as the sisters suggested,
chosen to receive a healing miracle. He just couldn’t figure why
he of all people, would have
been selected and what he possibly had done to earn such a
gift. The prayer he offered was
simply for inner strength, for
the conviction to go through
with his surgery. He didn’t pray
to be cured. So he really wrestled
with why he was apparently
cured.”
Publication release of “The
Third Miracle” is Jan. 11, 2011.

