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Missionaries announce the Gospel as a family
BY JULIE FILBY
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Marco and Monica Tesei describe themselves as a normal
couple. They’ve been married
18 years; have three children—age 16, 14 and 11; and
live in a peaceful family
neighborhood in southeast
Denver.
What’s unique about their
family is that five years ago
they unanimously agreed to
leave their lifelong home of
Rome, Italy, to serve the
Archdiocese of Denver as a
missionary family.
“When you experience missionary work, you become
closer to the Lord,” said
Monica. “It’s a way to meet
him strongly.”

History of mission families
Over the last 30 years hundreds of missionary families
from the Vatican-approved
Neocatechumenal Way, a
parish-based catechumenate
(faith formation), have been
sent by the Holy Father all
over the world to be a
Christian presence by living a
life of service, simplicity and
poverty.
In 1988 Pope John Paul II
started a tradition of blessing
such families and their mission
to evangelize when he celebrated Mass with 100 families
of the Neocatechumenal Way
in Porto San Giorgio, Italy, and
sent them across the globe.
Precedents for this evangelical mission can be found in
the early Church: the New
Testament tells of the family
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MONICA and Marco Tesei and their children, from left, Matteo, 11; Giorgia, 14; and Francesco,
15, moved from Rome in 2008 as a mission family of the Neocatechumenal Way to serve the
Archdiocese of Denver.
“Mission families are going
of Aquila and Priscilla who families who helped the
‘like crazy,’” she said. “There
collaborated with St. Paul in priests.
According to Rose Mary are a lot of requests (from
his evangelization efforts;
during the evangelization McLeod, who with husband bishops).”
There are currently four
ministry of the Benedictines Don is responsible for the
Way in families serving in the Denver
in the Middle Ages, monks Neocatechumenal
were accompanied by groups Colorado, there were about Archdiocese: two from Italy
of Christian families; and in 300 missionary families sent and two from Spain. The
this nation, Franciscan Father worldwide last year—and 250- Tesei’s are assigned to
Junipero Serra’s California 300 more are expected this Denver’s Redemptoris Mater
missions included Christian year.
See Missionaries, Page 2
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THE SAINTS: ST. EDMUND CAMPION
1540 - 1581 / Feast - Dec. 1
Edmund is among the 10 canonized and 18 beatified Jesuits martyred in England and Wales
during the Catholic persecution of 1581-1679.
Born in London, he taught at Oxford University
and, after reconciling with the Catholic Church,
entered the Jesuits in Rome in 1573. Among
the first Jesuits sent to England, he secretly
ministered there for a year until his capture and imprisonment in
the Tower of London. When he refused to accept the religion established by Queen Elizabeth I, he was hanged, drawn and quartered.
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AUXILIARY BISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

JAMES D. CONLEY

The new Roman Missal:
A hermeneutic of continuity
The spirit of our Catholic liturgy is a spirit of music and
song. To give praise to the living God, human speech alone
can only take us so far. Words can never be enough. We need
to pay God homage with songs of joy and instruments made
for praise.
And because of the intimate relationship between sacred
music, the liturgy and Catholic identity, now is an ideal time to
talk about the changes planned for the Mass in the Englishspeaking world exactly one year from now, in Advent 2011.
Many Catholics know the background of the Servant of
God Dorothy Day, founder of the Catholic Worker Movement.
Dorothy was a radical in the best sense of the word, a
prophet of the Church’s social teaching. She was also a traditional and saintly Catholic.
One day, while Dorothy was away, a young priest celebrated Mass at the Catholic Worker house. And he used a coffee
cup as a chalice. When Dorothy later heard about it, she was
scandalized at the sacrilege—that a common household item
had been used to consecrate the blood of Christ. The story
goes that she dug a hole in the backyard behind the house.
Then she kissed the coffee cup and buried it.
Later she wrote about the incident:
“I am afraid I am a traditionalist, in that I do not like to see
Mass offered with a large coffee cup as a chalice. … I feel with
(Cardinal) Newman that my faith is founded on a creed … ‘I
believe in God, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
And of all things visible and invisible, and in his only Son
Jesus Christ, our Lord.’
“I believe too that when the priest offers Mass at the altar,
and says the solemn words, ‘This is my body, this is my blood,’
that the bread and the wine truly become the body and blood
of Christ, Son of God, one of the three divine persons.”
In these beautiful words, Dorothy Day here puts her finger
on the basic issue. We cannot separate liturgy from creed.
Our law of prayer is our law of belief. Lex orandi, lex credendi.
We believe in a God who is transcendent. Yet this same
God has humbled himself to share in our humanity, so that
we might share in his divinity. This is what happens in the offering of the Mass. The mission of Christ’s incarnation continues in every celebration of the sacred liturgy. In the Mass,
God stoops down to lift us up to his level. He makes it possible for us, though we are but creatures, to sing and worship
with the angels, in praise of our Creator.
A lot of the liturgical renewal since the council has got this
dynamic exactly backwards. And that’s because too many attempts at liturgical renewal started from exactly the wrong
place.
Benedict XVI has described the problem this way. He has
said that too many people approached Vatican II with a
“hermeneutic of discontinuity and rupture.” Now
“hermeneutic” is an odd-sounding word that simply means
“way of interpreting.” What the pope means is that some
people interpreted Vatican II as a decisive break—a change of
course from all that had gone before it in Catholic life.
In reality, the right way to understand the council is with a
“hermeneutic of continuity.” In other words, we should interpret the council’s reforms, not as a break with the past, but as
a natural, organic and integral development of the tradition
that has been handed down to us from the apostles.
I say all of this by way of background. Because I believe
that in the new edition of the Roman Missal—which we
begin using in Advent next year—the Church reasserts the
continuity of the Novus Ordo (New Order) Mass with the ancient liturgy of the Church. But more on that next week.
Bishop Conley’s thoughts on the new Roman Missal continue next week. His two-part column is adapted from the homily he delivered at the archdiocese’s St. Cecilia Mass held last
month. See related story, “Bishop affirms timeline for implementation of new missal in US” on Page 8.
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INITIATORS of the Neocatechumenal Way, Kiko Arguello, playing guitar, and Carmen Hernandez, holding music, at a special audience with Pope Benedict XVI at the Vatican Jan. 12, 2006. About 10,000
members of the Way, including 200 families then heading across the globe to evangelize, attended
the audience. Among those sent out to evangelize were Rome natives Marco and Monica Tesei and
their three children. The family was sent to Denver, where they continue to live. The pope offered encouragement to the missionaries and praised the Way for placing so much importance on the liturgy,
especially the Scriptures and the Mass, in its evangelization.

Missionaries
From Page 1
Archdiocesan
Missionary
Seminary; and the others to
St. James Parish in Denver,
St. John the
Baptist in
Johnstown and St. Theresa in
Frederick.
Conversely, three Colorado
families recently left the state
to serve Alaska, Taiwan and
Australia.

ing the administration.
“I’m happy to give my help
to the seminary because it’s
where priests are formed to do
this mission,” Monica said.
The Tesei’s, parishioners of
St.
Thomas
More
in
Centennial, also conduct marriage preparation in English
and Spanish at various parishes, assist at the seminary’s vocational center and present
catechesis at parishes.

A new home

Christian presence
Missionary families are sent
to “announce the Gospel” and
how that’s accomplished
varies. In addition to volunteer
positions in parishes, seminaries and Catholic schools; the
families assist with marriage
preparation, catechesis, religious education and even labor
such as janitorial work when
necessary.
“They do whatever is needed; they’re there to serve,”
McLeod said.
Marco, an experienced accountant in Italy; and Monica,
a former international flight attendant, volunteer to help the
seminary and Marco is help-

In describing their call to
serve as a mission family,
Marco said, “It happened very
fast.”
In late 2004, Marco and
Monica first recognized the
call. In May 2005 they attended a retreat in Porto San
Giorgio. In January 2006 the
family received a missionary
crucifix and an apostolic
blessing for their journey from
Pope Benedict XVI. The following June they said goodbye to family and friends,
leaving what they called a
“very beautiful life in Rome.”
“We left good jobs, our families, good schools—it was difficult, but that’s part of it,”

Monica said. “We saw that the
Lord is faithful. The Bible says
‘you will find a hundredfold if
you leave something good for
the Lord’ and that was true for
us.”
“We had a beautiful welcome here,” she added, “people are very generous.”
They visit Italy when they
can, during the summer or at
Christmas. Mission families
often live in their assigned
diocese for many years or
even permanently.
“They go forever, theoretically,”
McLeod
said.
“Sometimes they go back
home, but for the most part
they stay. They become acclimated to the culture, climate,
language, everything.”
When asked if Denver
would be their permanent
home the couple said they
“are open to the will of God.”
“You can’t plan your life, you
don’t know what’s going to
happen,” Monica said. “We
are in the hands of the Lord, as
everyone is.
“We love Denver and are
very happy,” she said. “The
Lord has been faithful, and we
are grateful.”
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A short primer on process for former Anglican clerics to become Catholic clergy
BY AUXILIARY BISHOP
JAMES D. CONLEY

In 1980 Pope John Paul II created what is called the
“Pastoral Provision,” which allows former married Anglican
or Episcopal ministers who
have been received into full
communion with the Catholic
Church to be ordained
Catholic priests.
The Pastoral Provision is
under the jurisdiction of the
Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith in Rome whose delegate in the United States is
Archbishop John J. Myers of
Newark, N.J. The process entails an intense period of study
in dogmatic and moral theology, sacred Scripture, canon law,
liturgical theology and Catholic
Church history. The candidate

then takes both a written and
an oral examination administered by the theology department at Seton Hall University
in South Orange, N.J. In the
Denver Archdiocese, he also
undergoes a period of pastoral
formation through St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary.
The candidate then has to be
approved and called to orders
by the local ordinary, here,
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap.
The process has been in place
in the United States since 1983.
Several former Episcopal clergymen in Denver have gone
through the process but have
chosen not to seek holy orders.
Dennis Garrou will be the first
married former Episcopal minister to be ordained a deacon in
the archdiocese. Since 1983

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
To find out more about the
Pastoral Provision: visit
www.pastoralprovision.org/Ho
me.html

more than 70 men in the United
States have been ordained
Catholic priests under the
Pastoral Provision.
Deacon-candidate Garrou is
currently serving as a chaplain
at the Jefferson County jail. He
will continue this ministry as a
deacon and, eventually, as a
Catholic priest. This will be
tremendously beneficial to
have an archdiocesan priest
serving in full-time prison ministry. In addition, he will also
be serving part-time in sacra-

mental and pastoral ministry
in his local parish.
Like many men in the diaconate,
Deacon-candidate
Garrou is married and has adult
children. The archdiocese already has a married priest who
has children, Byzantine Catholic
Father Chrysostom Frank of St.
Elizabeth of Hungary Church in
Denver, which is also home to
Sts. Cyril and Methodius
Russian Byzantine Catholic
Community.
This extraordinary gesture on
the part of the Western Church
to reach out to former Anglican
or Episcopalian married ministers does not in any way diminish or take away from her long
and rich tradition of a celibate
Catholic priesthood, which has
consistently been taught and
upheld by the magisterium over

Q&A: Meet Deacon-candidate Dennis Garrou

In a historic event for the
Denver Archdiocese, former
Anglican minister Dennis
Garrou, 64, will be ordained to
the diaconate Dec. 3 in a step toward the priesthood. Below is a
Q&A with the deacon candidate.
Name: Dennis James Garrou
Birthdate:
Nov. 21, 1946
Parish: Christ
the King
Church,
Evergreen

Occupation:
Detention chaplain, Jefferson
County Detention Center
Wife’s name and wedding date: Jill
Garrou; June 1, 1968
Children: Steven, 40; Sara, 37;
Jonathan, 33

Q: Describe your educational
and professional background.
A: Bachelor of Arts, Wheaton
College 1968, major in Bible and
philosophy; Master of Divinity,
Trinity Evangelical Divinity
School, 1986; diploma in
Anglican
studies, Virginia
Theological Seminary, 1994; supervisor, passenger service,
Continental Airlines, 1970-1983;
pastor,
United
Methodist
Church, 1984-1989; chaplain,
Cancer Treatment Center of
Tulsa,
1990-1993;
priest,
Episcopal Church USA, 19942000 (served two parishes in
Oklahoma and Colorado); priest,
Anglican Mission in America,
2000-2008 (planted two churches in Colorado); detention chaplain, Jefferson County Sheriff’s
Office, 2005-present
Q: You are a former Anglican
minister. What prompted your
conversion to the Catholic faith
and when did you formally
enter the Church?
A:I was confirmed by Auxiliary

Bishop James Conley on Aug. 5,
2008. I was moved by the uniform recognition of the Catholic
Church that Jesus is truly and
completely present (body, blood,
soul and divinity) in the holy
Eucharist and by the catholicity
of the Church. Neither of these
exist
in
the
Anglican
Communion or its theology.
There is uniformity in Catholic
theology and practice, compared
with Anglicanism, with which I
wanted to be united. The more I
studied Church history, the more
clearly I saw the connection of
Catholic faith with the Catholic
faith of the apostles and earliest
Christians. One of the most
prominent and most unfortunate results of the Protestant
Reformation is division and dissipation. I saw in Catholicism an
opportunity for me, at least on an
individual level, to take a step
into unity by uniting with the
Church in which I believe Christ
intended us to live.
Q: What prompted your entering formation to eventually
become a Catholic priest under
the new process established for
former Anglican clergy?
A: I had given attention to the
Pastoral Provision, instituted by
Pope John Paul II in 1980, for several years and knew several former Anglican priests who had
made the transition. EWTN’s
“The Journey Home” program
was an encouragement to me.
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., graciously met with
me in April 2008 to explore a possible path to conversion and
priesthood.
Q: You will be the first former
Anglican clergy to be accepted
into the Denver Archdiocese
under the new process, how
does it feel to be a pioneer of
sorts?

A: I merely hope I can do justice to the privilege and serve
God and the Church faithfully
and fruitfully. By “faithfully” I
mean doing what I should do,
doing it well and doing it for the
long haul. By “fruitfully” I hope
there will be benefits to the
faithful and the kingdom of God
from my ministry.
Q: Your conversion meant a
radical change to your life and
career. In what ways was your
life and that of your family
changed?
A: One of the most notable
changes for me has been embracing the discipline of the
Liturgy of the Hours for the past
year. It has meant carving
“hours” out of each day and it
has been a great blessing.
Q:What are you most looking
forward to about serving the
faithful as a Catholic cleric: as a
deacon and then eventually as a
priest?
A: The privilege of returning to
the ministries of the altar and
preaching cannot be overstated.
These ministries, where Christ
works through human beings
with the power of his Holy Spirit,
are very important to me.
Q: What do you find most
daunting about serving the
faithful as a Catholic cleric:
again, in your roles as a deacon
and eventually as a priest?
A: The quantity and detail of
knowledge needed is daunting.
I don’t want to lapse into errant
spiritual ways of the past, due to
oversight or carelessness. Yet, I
do want to bring forward the
best qualities and practices God
has built into me consistent with
the Catholic faith.
Q: Is there a particular apostolate to which you feel unique-

ly called by God in your role as a
cleric?
A: The ministry God has given
me as chaplain at the jail has
been a unique calling, and one I
wish to examine afresh from the
perspective of a Catholic cleric.
Q: Can you describe how God
led you to this particular area of
service?
A: I began serving as a volunteer chaplain at the jail in 2003
while I was an Anglican priest.
When the detention chaplain,
who oversees the volunteers, became vacant in 2005, I was
asked by the administration to
apply for the position. I was not
interested at first, since I was already serving as pastor to a
small church. But God steadily
drew me toward the position
and continued after I was hired
to pull my heart along with me.
Q: How do you plan to balance your ministry to the
Church with your responsibilities to your spouse and family?
A: My wife and I make sure to
have time together regularly.
Our three children are all married adults with families of their
own. It might be another issue if
our children were still young
and at home with us.
Q: How do you feel your experience as a husband and father
will contribute to your ministry
as a cleric?
A: Hopefully, I will be understanding of the needs of married
couples and families and be able
to bring the love of God and nurture of the Church to those I
serve.
Q: Do you have a favorite
Scripture verse? If so, what is its
significance to you?
A: There are two, among
many, that come to mind.

the centuries. Those who are ordained Catholic priests under
the Pastoral Provision cannot
normally be given the ordinary
care of souls, but rather are to be
entrusted with administrative,
social or educational work. In
other words, they cannot be
named pastors of parishes,
which is reserved for the celibate
priesthood. The Holy See has
made it clear that this exception
is in no way a proving ground for
optional celibacy in the Catholic
Church. The promise of celibacy
made by a priest is a sign of the
kingdom of heaven and it frees a
man in a unique way for pastoral ministry and the salvation
of souls.

Most Rev. James D. Conley is
the auxiliary bishop of the
Denver Archdiocese.

Genesis 18:25 is Abraham’s
rhetorical question, “Will not the
Judge of all the earth do right?”
Of course He will and that satisfies a lot of unknowns for me.
There are many things I may not
be able to explain, but I can
count on God to always do what
is right. John 6:55-56: “For my
flesh is food indeed, and my
blood is drink indeed. He who
eats my flesh and drinks my
blood abides in me and I in him.”
This is the eucharistic consummation of the relationship of our
Savior with each believer. In the
holy Eucharist, rightly understood and received, I am in complete union with Christ.

Q: Do you have a favorite saint
to which you feel a special bond?
A: St. Ambrose of Milan is significant to me after a trip to
Milan in 2006. When I entered
the lower level of the Duomo,
Milan’s great cathedral, and saw
the archaeological excavation,
with an ancient baptismal pool
and other artifacts it was as
though I had made a connection
with the saints of 1,700 years ago.
St. Ambrose was instrumental in
the conversions and baptisms of
many during that era, and bringing people to living faith in Christ
is very important to me. Also, my
namesake, St. Dennis, who was
the first bishop of Paris and was
martyred with a priest and a deacon, speaks to me of the price
and importance of planting the
Church where it has not been
before. These two inspire me.

Q: Is there anything you
would like to add?
A: I owe a debt of gratitude to
many, but I would like to especially acknowledge Father Regis
Scanlon, O.F.M. Cap., who I first
met during his volunteer ministry at the jail. I thank him for
his patient catechetical ministry
with me as he prepared me for
confirmation. May the Lord
raise him up again following serious illness.
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

called the “Scriptures” in the
New Testament as the New
Testament had not yet been
codified. This week’s second
reading is a good example. Paul
explains how Christ is the fulfillment of God’s promises in the
Scriptures. Illumined by Christ,
the Old Testament can now be
seen for what it is: a book of
hope and encouragement. On
the second and third Sundays of
Advent the Gospel reading features John the Baptist who was
called by God to prepare the
people for the Messiah, in accordance with the Scriptures (Mal
4:5; Mt 17:12-13). It might seem
a little odd that we would hear
about John the Baptist right before Christmas since he doesn’t
point to Christ’s birth. John heralds the advent of Christ who
comes not just as a baby, but as
the long-awaited Messiah-King
and “redeemer of all men.”
John’s pronouncement about
the kingdom of heaven inspired
great hope. But his words also
contained a warning. He echoes
Isaiah’s prophesy when he says:
“Already the ax is laid at the root
of the tree! Every tree that does
not bear good fruit will be cut
down and thrown into the fire!”
Key verse: “Whatever was
written previously was written

for our instruction, that by endurance and by the encouragement of the Scriptures we might
have hope” (Rom 15:4).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “The economy of the
Old Testament was deliberately
so oriented that it should prepare for and declare in prophecy
the coming of Christ, redeemer
of all men” (No. 122).
Pope Benedict XVI: “God reveals himself in history. He
speaks to humankind, and the
word he speaks has creative
power. The Old Testament announces to the children of
Israel the coming of the
Messiah and the establishment
of a “new” covenant; in the
Word made flesh he fulfils his
promise” (World Youth Day,
April 9, 2006).
Application: Hope is one of
the dominant themes during
Advent, which is readily apparent in this Sunday’s readings.
But there’s also a word of warning: just as a good tree is expected to bear good fruit, so we, as
God’s people, are meant to produce good fruit for God’s kingdom. Israel and Judah were both
destroyed because they were
unfaithful. We too will be held
accountable for the faith that
has been entrusted to us.

Dec. 5: Second Sunday of
Advent
Scripture readings:
• Isaiah 11:1-10
• Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17
• Romans 15:4-9
• Matthew 3:1-12
Theme: The first reading is
one of the most important mesPress coverage of New York Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan’s re- sianic prophesies in the Old
Testament. Isaiah prophesied in
cent election as president of the United States Conference of
Jerusalem during perilous times.
Catholic Bishops exemplified what my colleague Meghan Clyne
Assyria had decimated the
calls “paint-by-numbers” reporting. Like the paint-by-numbers
northern kingdom of Israel, and
kits that were a fad when I was a kid, paint-by-numbers journalism produces something rather childish and not very pretty. Both Judah was in danger of falling as
unhappy attributes were fully on display as the herd of independ- well. God used Assyria to punish
Israel for her sins and there was
ent minds tried to cope with the Dolan story, scrambling (and
a real possibility that Jerusalem
failing) to grasp its dynamics and meaning.
would be next. People were terThe first paint-by-numbers color in this particularly childish
rified and had doubts that God
picture was the color “surprise”: it was hard to find a story that
would protect the kingdom that
didn’t peg Archbishop Dolan’s election that way in the first sentence. And while there was some truth to this—the bishops over- he promised would last forever
(2 Sm 7:16). Isaiah assures them
turned a long custom of electing as president the outgoing conference vice-president—the real story was that a quiet, extensive, that David’s line will survive, despite the menace at their
and ultimately successful campaign was mounted, often by
doorstep. Judah will be cut down
younger bishops, to change The Way We Bishops Do Things. You
might have thought exploring that dynamic was worth some ink. like a tree, but from its “stump”
David’s heir, “the root of Jesse”
Evidently, it wasn’t. Why? Might it have been because the Fourth
will appear. He will embody all
Estate could not concede to having swallowed its unimaginative
and rather lazy pre-election reporting, according to which USCCB the qualities of the ideal king,
fulfilling Israel’s hopes and
Vice-president Bishop Gerald Kicanas’s ascension to the conferdreams. Isaiah’s prophesy was fience presidency was inevitable?
nally realized in Jesus. What we
Paint-by-numbers reporting on the Dolan story also featured
call the Old Testament was
those hoary clichés about “liberal” and “conservative”
Catholicism. Or, as one let’s-be-clever sound-biter had it, “liberal
Seth Naser needs to be listened to. His
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
moderate” vs. “conservative moderate” Catholicism.” This is,
Estes Park name is Gen. David Petraeus.
frankly, getting tedious; its mind-numbing dullness may explain
Restoring holy days
Editor’s Note: Christmas,
He is a West Point graduate with
why few serious readers look to the mainstream media for serious
Let me add my voice to George Saturday, Dec. 25, is a holy
a doctorate from Princeton
coverage of the Catholic Church.
Weigel’s call for restoring certain day of obligation as is the next University. His doctoral disserMoreover, running the election of Archbishop Dolan through
solemnities to their rightful litur- day, Sunday. Dec. 26.
tation, which I recommend, is
the usual left/right filters led reporters to miss another big story:
gical places (“Countercultural
titled “The American Military
the transformation of the U.S. bishops conference from a body
time,” Nov. 17 DCR).
and the Lessons of Vietnam: A
Post-Vietnam military
focused on institutional maintenance and being “in play” in the
Shifting holy days is more
study of military influence and
I
read
with
interest
the
colgreat public policy debates of the day to one in which a critical
confusing than helpful. It’s eas- umn by George Weigel, regard- the use of force in the postmass of bishops are committed to strengthening Catholic identity,
ier to remember that every Nov. ing “Lessons from the post- Vietnam era.”
evangelizing a toxic culture, and challenging political realism with
1, All Saints Day, is a holy day of Vietnam military” (Nov. 10
Retired Capt. Tom Quinlan
a compelling presentation of moral truth.
obligation, rather than trying to DCR). I started to feel like
Conifer
The Dolan election stories were also notable for paint-by-numfigure it out based on the day of Professor Henry Higgins from
bers sourcing and quote-citing, in which the same old same-olds
the week.
What about “My Fair Lady,” saying, “My God,
were trotted out to say the predictable things. Paint-by-numbers
LETTERS
Christmas this year, since it falls I think he’s got it.”
sourcing also intersected with paint-by-numbers cliché-promoton a Saturday? And even with
TO
THE EDITOR
As a Vietnam vet and a
ing, as most of the stories I read “balanced” a known-quantity “libfewer priests than we’d like, “Mustang” I came up from aireral” commentator with a known-quantity “conservative,” usually
Letters should be no more than 250 words
there are usually enough Masses man basic to captain, from a
in such a way as to signal the reader that the latter was the bad guy.
and should include the writer’s name, adscheduled at times convenient high school graduate to an offidress and telephone number. We rely on our
In the immediate, post-election scrum, I tried to get reporters
for the faithful (though factoring cer with a master’s degree. I saw
readers to recognize that the opinions exinterested in the true significance of this year’s USCCB election,
pressed in letters to the editor are those of
convenience into worship of the the service change.
which was that it marked the end of an era. That era was defined
the author and are not necessarily those of
Trinity seems misguided).
The
change
has
not
been
the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters containby the late Cardinal Joseph Bernardin of Chicago, who left a deep
Nor would I be opposed to rapid, but there has been a grading plainly misstated facts, misinformation
impress on the bishops conference he served as its general secreor libelous statements will not be printed.
adding a few more holy days of ual progressive change in military, then its president, then its behind-the-scenes eminence grise.
Unsigned letters will not be printed. Letters
obligation as Weigel suggests. tary thinking regarding war and
So comprehensive was Bernardin’s influence in defining the culwill be edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Perhaps I am an anomaly, but the morality of war. Part of that
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver,
ture and the modus operandi of the conference that the
this 29-year-old wants to be change is because of a very speCO 80210 or fax to 303-715-2045. E-mail
Bernardin Era lasted for 14 years after the cardinal died on Nov.
us at: editor@archden.org.
more Catholic, not less.
cial military officer who I think
14, 1996, after a gallant and edifying battle with cancer. But it is
now over, because of a generational change in the center-of-graviARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
ty of the American episcopate.
That generational change is a matter of Catholic sensibility as
Dec. 1: Solemn installation of Most Rev. J. Peter
the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council meeting
well as of age. Like the man they chose to lead them, the bishops
Sartain, Seattle
Dec. 5: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
who elected Archbishop Dolan combine a sense of excitement
Dec. 2: President’s Reception at Catholic Charities,
Conception (6:30 p.m.)
about the Catholic possibility in 21st-century America with serious
Denver (5 p.m.)
Dec. 6: Archdiocesan Finance Council, JPII Center
reservations about the national drift into a utilitarianism in which
Dec. 4: Mass, JPII Center (8:30 a.m.), followed by
(8:30 a.m.)
“Will it work?” is the only question of moral consequence. The
bishops in the Dolan coalition are also willing to challenge the sexBISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
ual revolution with the tools John Paul II gave the Church in his
Theology of the Body; many bishops of the Bernardin Era were
Dec. 1: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Center; Mass, Mother of God Parish (4 p.m.)
deeply shaken by the post-Humanae Vitae chaos in the Church
and simply wished (and, in some cases, wish) that the challenging Dec. 2: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); President’s Dec. 5: Mass, Mother of God Parish (7 a.m.); Prima
Dominica Mass, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish,
questions engaged by Catholicism’s ethic of love would disappear. Reception at Catholic Charities, Denver (5 p.m.)
Denver (9 a.m.)
Dec. 3: Transitional diaconate ordination, Christ the
The tectonic plates within U.S. Catholicism’s ordained leaderDec. 6: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.);
King Parish, Evergreen (5 p.m.)
ship have shifted. You can’t depict that shift with paint-by-numArchdiocesan
Finance Council, JPII Center (8:30 a.m.)
bers.
Dec. 4: Mass, Christ the King Chapel (8:30 a.m.), fol-

GEORGE WEIGEL

Paint-by-numbers journalism

lowed by Archdiocesan Pastoral Council meeting, JPII

Dec. 7: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
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A prayerful Advent:
Wreath Prayer 2
The following Advent wreath
prayer is intended to help busy
households make Advent a prayerful
time during the rush of Christmas
preparations.
Leader: Today begins just the second week of Advent, our season of
waiting
and
preparing
for
Christmas. In order to help each of
us prepare our own hearts for the
birth of Christ, we take these few
moments again this week to pray together.
Light two candles on the Advent
wreath
Read aloud: Isaiah 11:1-10;
Romans 15:4-9; Matthew 3:1-12
(Leader may read all, or others in
the household may each proclaim a
reading.)
Leader: Do you ever feel like
Christmas will never get here? The
readings that the Church has selected for this second Sunday of Advent
just add to that sense of anticipation, teasing us about the wonders
to come. The Prophet Isaiah tells of
the savior who is coming, how wonderful he will be, how things will
change, how what we’ve come to believe and expect will all be different.
St. Paul tells the people of Rome to
take hope in the fact that we don’t
have to try to figure things out for
ourselves, that Jesus—through his
life and through his parables—left
instructions for us. Instructions, for
example, about how to treat a neighbor, and who our neighbor is. In the
Gospel reading, Matthew shares the
story of John the Baptist, this strange
character who has come to prepare
the way—and prepare us today—to
be ready for the coming of the Lord.
Repent, the Baptist warns, and be
ready to prove you have repented.

PHOTO BY THE CATHOLIC SPIRIT

Closing prayer:
(Leader may read all, or others in
the household may each read a segment.)
Reader 1: Dear God, give us hope.
Don’t let us settle for good enough
but to strive always and with everyone to be just and kind, and to work
for peace.
Reader 2: Holy Spirit, guide the
choices we make this week so that
we remember the instructions Jesus
left for us. Help us in our efforts to be
wheat, not chaff.
Reader 3: Father in heaven, we
offer thanks to you for this season of
Advent, this reminder to prepare our
hearts for the coming of your Son
into our world.
Reader 4: Come Lord Jesus. Open
our eyes so that we see you in every
person whose life touches our own.
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Bishop affirms timeline for implementation of new missal in US
BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON
(CNS)—
Catechetical preparation to
implement the new translation of the Roman Missal next
Advent is proceeding in U.S.
parishes “with much enthusiasm and wide acceptance by
both clergy and laity,” according to the outgoing head of
the U.S. bishops’ Committee

on Divine Worship.
Bishop Arthur J. Serratelli of
Paterson, N.J., who concluded
a three-year term as chairman
at the close of the bishops’ fall
general assembly Nov. 15-18
in Baltimore, affirmed the
timeline for implementation
of the new missal and disputed what he called “a report
surfaced through some segments of the Catholic press.”

CNS PHOTO/KAREN CALLAWAY, CATHOLIC NEW WORLD

WOMEN pray during Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Chicago earlier this year. With the
introduction of the new Roman Missal the order and structure of the Mass will not change.
Catholics can expect some changes in the wording of prayers and responses beginning at
Advent next year.
The 36-page report, whose
source has not been made
public, is titled “Areas of
Difficulty in the Received Text
of the Missal” and cites what it
said are problems of mistranslation, omission and repetition in the missal translation

that received “recognitio,” or
confirmation,
from
the
Vatican Congregation for
Divine Worship and the
Sacraments in August.
The report is believed to
have been sent to Englishspeaking bishops’ conferences around the world.
“The critique that has circulated has necessarily failed to
take into account the final
version of the text, which incorporates some corrections
issued by the congregation
since transmittal of the full
text to the English-speaking
conferences of bishops,”
Bishop Serratelli said in a Nov.
18 statement.
In addition, he said, the
final review and copy-editing
process has uncovered “some
minor questions of consistency, typographical errors and
layout” that are being addressed by the congregation.
“As the work of editing and
assembling nears completion,
there is assurance that the
published text will be available in more than ample time
for implementation in Advent
2011,” Bishop Serratelli said.
He said he issued the statement in hopes that it would
“clarify the situation and, in so
doing, give us the calm needed to welcome and implement the new text.”
Bishop Serratelli said that in
addition to enthusiasm and
acceptance, he has found “an
attitude of openness and
readiness to receive the new
text” in the U.S. Church.
Cardinal Francis E. George
of Chicago, then-president of
the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops, announced
Aug. 20 that the “third typical

edition” of the Roman Missal
would go into use at Englishlanguage Masses in the
United States on Nov. 27,
2011.
“From that date forward, no
other edition of the Roman
Missal may be used in the
dioceses of the United States
of America,” the cardinal said
in a decree of promulgation
for the missal.
Announced by Pope John
Paul II in 2000 and first published in Latin in 2002, the
missal is the book of prayers
used in the worship in the
Latin-rite Church. It underwent a lengthy and rigorous
translation process through
the International Commission
on English in the Liturgy, followed by sometimes heated
discussions over particular
wording at USCCB meetings
during much of the past
decade.
Other
English-speaking
bishops’ conferences went
through a similar process and
submitted
recommended
changes to the Vatican congregation.
Bishop Serratelli said the
congregation and the Vox
Clara committee that advises
it on matters related to the
translation of Latin liturgical
texts into English “incorporated many of the suggestions
of the various conferences
(including our own), combined with their own review
and changes, and put forth
the final text.”
Archbishop Gregory M.
Aymond of New Orleans succeeded Bishop Serratelli as
chairman of the USCCB
Committee
on
Divine
Worship.
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FOCUS conference to come to Denver in January
BY JULIE FILBY

To help as many young people as possible nationwide realize how their gifts can “set the
world on fire,” the Fellowship
of Catholic University Students
(FOCUS) will offer their largest
conference event ever in
January.
The 2011 Answering the Call
series of conferences will be a
four-city national tour, hosted
in Denver Jan. 14-16.
“In the conference we’re
going to focus on God’s call for
each of us,” said Curtis Martin,
FOCUS founder and president.
“Our life boils down to three
fundamental things: we’ve got
to come to know God, to know
his purpose for our lives, and to
pursue that purpose with passion and zeal.
“When we do,” he added,
“we come alive!”
In the past thousands of college students have attended
the biannual conference held
in a single location. This year’s
tour hopes to draw about 5,000
people to the four cities.
“Our aim is make it easier for
young adults everywhere to experience, firsthand, what have
been life-changing events for
so many people over the

years,” said Jeremy Rivera,
FOCUS director of communications. “If we want to change
the culture in America, we have
to reach the future leaders of
the culture—and the launch
pad for that is the college campus.”
Other conferences in the
Answering the Call series will
be Jan. 7-9 in Minneapolis, Jan.
21-23 in Baltimore and Jan. 2830 in Nashville. Each city will
feature dynamic keynote
speakers, Impact Sessions,
Masses, confession and eucharistic adoration.
Four Masses will be offered at
the Denver event, including one
celebrated by Auxiliary Bishop
James D. Conley. Denver
keynote speakers will be Martin,
who will speak in all four cities;
John Leyendecker, FOCUS team
director at Colorado State
University; Jonathan Reyes,
president of Catholic Charities
for the Denver Archdiocese; and
Christopher Stefanick, director
of Denver’s Office of Youth,
Young Adult and Campus
Ministry.
In his talk, “Beyond
Boredom,” Stefanick will share
how “the most amazing things
cease to amaze us when we get
used to them.”

“We’re going to take a look at
the most basic core truths of
Christianity—but with a new
sense of whooooahhhh!” he
said.
Impact Sessions will be topical hands-on workshops
geared toward young adults
looking for ways to use their
gifts in practical ways.
“(Impact Sessions) will help
people see where they are
being called to serve and
strengthen the Church,” Rivera
said. “It will offer ways to get involved, and even start ministries.”
These sessions will be lead
by Jesuit Father Robert J.
Spitzer, former president of
Gonzaga University; Father
Francis “Rocky” Hoffman, executive director of Relevant
Radio; Tim Gray, president of
the Augustine Institute; and
Edward Sri, a founding leader
of FOCUS and provost and
professor at the Augustine
Institute.
Since its founding in 1998 at
Benedictine
College
in
Atchison, Kan., FOCUS has
grown to 50 campuses in 27
states.
“We have a great Catholic
truth, it’s the whole reason
we’re called to a new evange-

lization,”
Rivera
said.
“Through FOCUS, we speak
the language of a young person without compromising
the message: we make the
beauty of Catholic teaching
and the sacraments more accessible to all people.”
Conferences have been essential to the mission of the
FOCUS ministry.
“FOCUS began with a conference. It has always been integral to what we are and what
we stand for,” Martin said.
“With these events, we invite
students to gather, away from
the day-to-day bustle of campus, to think about God’s call in
their lives.”
The events have proven to be
a defining moment for many
attendees.
“(The conferences are) a
powerful time of conversion,”
said Rivera. “A time of transformation, to see friends and
peers make a commitment to
Christ.”
In addition to impacting the
laity, FOCUS has contributed
to nearly 250 vocations to the
priesthood and religious life.
The ministry currently has
more than 4,000 students involved nationwide.
“FOCUS is hands-down one

FOCUS
CONFERENCES:
ANSWERING
THE CALL
What: Four-city tour in Denver,
Minneapolis, Baltimore and
Nashville
DENVER EVENT
When: Jan. 14-16
Where: Sheraton Denver, 1550
Court Place
Register: www.focusconference.
org
Questions: 303-962-5750 or
e-mail conference@focuson
line.org

of the most effective apostolates for reaching college students today,” Stefanick said.
“FOCUS missionaries don’t
wait around for college students to come to Church, they
‘go!’ they find students and
point them to Jesus Christ.”
Young adults from all walks
of life and religious backgrounds—in addition to parents or other adults interested
in “seeing the passion and zeal
they don’t see week-to-week”—
are invited to attend. The
Denver conference will be held
at the Sheraton Denver Hotel at
1550 Court Place. To register,
visit www.focusconference.org.
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Local Catholic group eases suffering of Congolese
BY ROXANNE KING

Gratitude and hope. Those
were the sentiments Father
Gaston Muyombo shared on a
recent visit here from his
home Diocese of Mbujimayi
in the Democratic Republic of
Congo.
The priest who served in the
Denver Archdiocese for eight

years beginning in 1988
comes back periodically to report on humanitarian efforts
he is involved with that are
supported in part through the
Colorado-based Congo Relief
Mission, a nonprofit organization he established while
ministering and attending
school here. Those efforts include a Catholic church, two

schools, a clinic and a hospi- hospital into a charity hospital. During his October visit, tal; the people can go and be
he gave an update on the 235- treated for free,” Father
bed Our Lady of Hope Muyombo said. “We treat not
only people who
Hospital,
which
come to the hospital
marked its second
but we have a moanniversary
in
bile clinic for those
August.
who are homebound
“The hospital was
and can’t go to the
empty because peohospital.”
ple couldn’t afford
Despite the good
the hospital fees and
news, the reality is
the doctor visit fees,”
Father
Muyombo FATHER GASTON the hospital is still in
MUYOMBO
need of $20,000 to
said, adding that the
meet it’s $120,000
nominal fees of
about one dollar were simply annual budget to remain
out of reach for the populace. open for a full year.
“I’m very grateful for the
“We were about to say we
donation,”
need to close the hospital,” he (anniversary)
Father Muyombo said. “I’m
said.
hoping people can help with
But Providence intervened.
“A donation came from the $20,000 we are short or
Denver on the second an- would be willing to volunteer
niversary,” the priest said their services or donate
smiling widely. “It came in equipment or medicine.
“A tax-exempt Christmas
good timing.”
The anonymous donation gift donation of $10 is lifesavbrought new developments to ing,” he added.
Enduring one of the lowest
the hospital.
“We are transforming our living standards in the world,

CONGO RELIEF
MISSION
Make donations payable to
CRM, mail to:
1251 W. Long Court, Littleton,
CO 80120

For information or to volunteer, local contact:
Father Simon Kalonga, 720297-1226

Father Muyombo said life expectancy in his nation is just
43 years. Still struggling to recover from the “African World
War,” which officially ended
in 2003 with a peace agreement, the Democratic Republic of Congo remains a humanitarian crisis with continued conflict in the east and
widespread poverty, disease
and malnutrition.
“Civil war is a cancer,”
Father Muyombo said. “More
than 5 million people have
been killed.
“It’s not that people are just
dying through the war,” he explained, “the (ruined) economy is killing us. People suffer
from poverty—they are malnourished and the children
just die.”
But the aptly named hospital has restored hope as it
heals the sick and saves lives.
“We have been praying to
Our Lady of Hope the last two
years,” Father Muyombo said.
Referring to the anniversary
donation and the changes it
helped bring about, he added,
“Now there is hope.”
Additionally, the schools
and church the Congo Relief
Mission has helped build are
reinvigorating the faith life of
the people in the predominately Christian nation (90
percent) among which more
than half of churchgoers are
Catholic.
“Thirteen hundred kids are
attending the parish school
(St. Stephen’s) where I am pastor,” Father Muyombo said.
“The other school, Buloba,
which means ‘the earth,’ (has)
400 kids. It’s located in a remote village. … The education
of the kids has been a great
ground for our pastoral work
in the village.
“I’m very grateful to the
archbishop and the people of
the archdiocese for being so
supportive of all these projects that have saved lives and
brought hope to Congo,” he
said.
The ministries have eased
the suffering of the people,
Father Muyombo said.
“If you are desperate your
life is misery, but if someone
brings hope then you can be
poor but you have hope that
it’s not the end of life,” he said.
“We are keeping the hope
higher.”
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Deacon Dan, ‘The Garden Man’

PHOTO BY ELLEN JAVERNICK

DEACON Dan Marthe at work in a garden.
BY ELLEN JAVERNICK

When parishioners at St. John the
Evangelist Church in Loveland read their
bulletins, they find winter gardening tips
from Deacon Dan “The Garden Man.”
Deacon Dan Marthe embodies the old
adage “Bloom where you are planted”—
and now at 82 he’s just been repotted.
A native of North Dakota, Dan was still
young when he began to suspect he
might have a religious calling, so after
high school he headed off to Assumption
Abby in nearby Richardton. He thought
maybe he was meant to be a Benedictine
monk.
It wasn’t long before he decided God
had other plans for him. He enrolled at
St. Martin’s University and graduated
with a triple major in philosophy,
English and horticulture. In those days
in small North Dakota schools, teachers
were expected to teach a bit of everything. Dan had his share of eclectic assignments. In addition to teaching
English and social studies, he taught
Latin and directed school plays. He set
an example of integrity and responsibility for his students. Many of them returned to thank him years later.
While teaching in Wing, N.D., he was
injured playing basketball. A friend drove
him to the local hospital where a pretty
student nurse caught his eye. He and
Fran were married in 1958. Dan took a
job selling maps and globes and they
moved to Colorado.
In 1972 he launched Dan’s Garden and
Lawn Service. He put Fran and their four
girls on the payroll. His customers continually asked Dan for advice, so he took
master gardener classes to find the answers to their questions. The city of
Loveland hired him as the “flower tech”
for all three golf courses.
Dan didn’t just care for plants. He cared
for people. He worked as an orderly at
two of the local nursing homes. He was
so generous with his time that one elderly man wrote the archbishop to beg him

to convince Dan to become a deacon. He
wrote that he “could die in peace at last
because he’d met a truly Christian man.”
Other people thought Dan was deacon
material too. Father Roger Mollison put
out a call for parishioners to nominate
men they thought would be good candidates. For three weeks in a row, ushers
passed baskets for names. Dan Marthe’s
name was dropped in over and over
again. Father Mollison approached him
about going through diaconate formation.
“I dragged my heels,” Deacon Dan recalled, “but Fran convinced me that God
was indeed calling me.”
He became a deacon in 1984. He was
assigned to several churches but served
much of his time at St. John’s prior to his
retirement. He assumed responsibility
for the plantings around the church and
always had gardening hints in the bulletin.
He served the community in other
ways as well. When fear of AIDS was
prevalent even in the church, Deacon
Dan invited interested extraordinary
ministers of the Eucharist to a meeting
and reassured them they wouldn’t risk
getting AIDS just by visiting or giving
HIV/AIDS parishioners Communion. He
commented that just as they should care
for all their plants, they should also care
about all of God’s people.
Recently one of St. John’s deacons died,
and a second will be unable to return to
the altar. Octogenarian Deacon Dan
stepped in to fill the void.
“We are so blessed to have Deacon Dan
Marthe back out of retirement,” said
Father Frank Garcia, pastor of St. John’s.
“His love of the Lord remains as strong as
ever. Not only is Deacon Dan a wonderful
gardener, he also cultivates the richness
of the soil of the Catholic faith with each
homily he preaches.”
Once again there are gardening tips in
the bulletin. But even better, the parish
has Deacon Dan’s example of service to
others.
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Caring for caregivers at Christmas is a special gift
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

The holiday season is a hectic time for many people, due
to the preparations and festivities that typically take place.
Staying sane, not to mention
enjoying this time of the year,
is even more of a challenge for

those providing care to a
chronically ill relative.

Lighten the load
The following are some suggestions for lightening the load
of a caregiver in your life.
Bake extra holiday treats to
share with them.

CNS PHOTO/DEBBIE HILL

A THOUGHTFUL way to care for a caregiver at Christmas is to
bake extra holiday treats to share with them.
Let them know when you are newsletter to update family
friends.
heading out to the grocery store members and
or on other errands, and ask if If they plan to entertain, offer
to help with preparations and
there’s anything they need.
Offer respite for an hour so cleanup, or to attend to the
they can get their hair done or care receiver during the event
attend Mass, or for a longer so the caregiver can concenstretch so they can go shop- trate on hosting duties and
mingle with guests.
ping or to a holiday event.
If the person doesn’t drive,
Offer to decorate, wrap gifts
or perform other seasonal offer transportation to the
tasks. If they enjoy some of mall, a church event or somethese activities, occupy their where else that they (and perrelative so they can engage in haps also their relative, if feasible) would like to go.
them without interruption.
Encourage the caregiver to
Offer to address greeting
cards and take them to the post practice self-care by eating nuoffice, or assist the person in tritiously, exercising and getting
preparing and sending a sufficient rest. Do whatever you

can to help make this happen.
For example, bring over a meal
or offer to sit with their relative
so they can take a walk.
Surprise the person with a
treat, such as a rented movie
(perhaps a holiday classic) or a
poinsettia plant or other seasonal decoration. If you’re on
limited income, sign out
magazines, books, movies or
music CDs for them from the
public library.
Ask, rather than guess, what
kind of practical help the caregiver could use most; perhaps
it’s dusting and vacuuming or
running errands. If they decline
assistance, continue to express
your desire to help. Meanwhile,
take it upon yourself to deliver a
casserole or baked goods and,
if you’re a neighbor, to sweep
both walks or bring in both sets
of garbage cans. Encourage the
person to ask for help if they
are trying to do it all alone.
Keep in mind that emotional
support and your time are the
two most valuable gifts you can
give a caregiver.

Thoughtful gifts

• Booklet of IOUs for one or
more of the following: homecooked meals, baked goods,
respite care, household chores
or repairs, yard work, chauffeuring, running errands.
• Answering machine or
cordless phone.
• Wall calendar with plenty of
space for noting appointments.
• Caregiving binder for keeping records and organizing paperwork.
• Membership in a caregivers’ organization or nonprofit organization associated
with their relative’s disease (for
example, the Alzheimer’s
Association or
Parkinson
Foundation).
• Gift certificate for a home
healthcare agency, medical supply store or cleaning service.
• Book of tickets or gift
voucher for accessible transportation, if the care receiver
is unable to ride in a car, so
they can go out together.
• Inspirational book (choose
a collection of verses or short
stories if the caregiver doesn’t
have much time for reading).
• Subscription to a caregiving
periodical, or a magazine that
reflects an interest (such as nature) or favorite pastime (gardening, for example).
• Hardcover journal for
recording their experiences,
thoughts and feelings.
• Relaxation tapes or miniature water fountain.
• Bird feeder and seed, or
binoculars for bird watching.
• Hobby or craft supplies.
• Writing paper and envelopes, or a set of all-occasion
note cards, along with stamps.
• Scented items: hand and
body lotion, cologne, bar soap,
bath salts or shower gel, drawer

See Caregivers, Page 13
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Widow leaves $2 million to her parish
BY JORDAN GAMBLE

WASHINGTON
(CNS)—
Before her death in October
2008, Alyce Christopher was a
familiar face at St. Mary
Nativity Parish in Joliet, Ill.
Father Chris Groh, the pastor, said she was always around
to lend a helping hand at
women’s club bake sales or
senior citizens’ events. In her
younger years, he said, she was
very involved in the parish’s
school. But no one suspected
that her helping hand would be
so generous.
Eight months after her death,
the parish announced that
Christopher had left $2 million
to
St.
Mary
Nativity.
Parishioners often bequeath
money to the church in their
wills, Father Groh said, but
Christopher’s gift dwarfs the
next largest donation in his
memory, which was $240,000.
Christopher was a lifelong
member of the parish. She was
baptized, confirmed, and married there, and graduated from
the parish school’s eighth grade
in 1934. She went on to high
school at St. Francis Academy,
the Catholic girls’ school in
Joliet at the time.
Although
technically
Christopher left her estate to
the parish in general, Father
Groh said that “her intent verbally was to benefit the school.”
He recalls one incident more
than 10 years ago when she
mentioned a dream she had
about giving a million dollars to
the school.
“She kind of smiled and said,
‘Father, if you had a million
dollars, what you would do
with it?’” Father Groh remembered in a telephone interview
with Catholic News Service.
He said he told her that kind
of money could provide St.

Caregivers
From Page 12

sachets, potpourri or votive
candles.
• Basket of sweets, gourmet
coffees and teas, jams and jellies or dried fruit and nuts.
• Gift certificate to a restaurant with takeout and delivery
service, a dry cleaner with pickup service or a pharmacy or
grocery store that delivers.
• Two tickets to a cultural
event—so a friend can accompany them—and an IOU for
respite care.
For higher-cost items, pool
resources with family members
or friends.

Lisa M. Petsche is a social
worker and a freelance writer
specializing in family life and
elder care.

Mary Nativity’s students with ury might have been their
new insights and opportunities Kankakee River cottage, which
they otherwise wouldn’t have she sold not long after Ralph’s
sudden death in 1986. The couhad.
A few years ago, St. Mary ple never had children.
“They were common people
Nativity moved its preschool
and kindergarten programs to with a very simple lifestyle,”
a four-room school building Father Groh, who has been at
just two blocks down the street St. Mary Nativity Parish since
at Holy Cross parish. The move 1989 and the pastor since 1999.
“They worked in the
not only returned stusame places that
dents to the Holy
everybody in the
Cross school, which
parish worked. There
had been vacant for
was nothing to say
some time, but freed
they were extraordiup space in the St.
nary.”
Mary Nativity building
The Christophers
for computer labs, art
were very frugal and
classrooms, and an exALYCE
panded library and CHRISTOPHER lived simply, which
Father Groh thinks led
media center.
Now that Christopher’s to Alyce Christopher being able
dream is reality—but with $2 to give so much money to the
million, not just one—Father parish.
“It was a shock for everybody
Groh said the donation will
have both immediate and to realize how much she was
long-term effects at both cam- able to leave because of wise
decisions about her investpuses.
“Some of it will be used as ments,” Father Groh said. “I
endowment,” Father Groh said, wonder whether she really
but the parish also will look comprehended how much she
and see what areas of the really had there.”
It
seems
fitting
that
school need help. That could
involve purchasing technology Christopher, who was without
equipment for science labs and any surviving children or close
classrooms. The endowment relatives but was an active
will likely fund future scholar- member of her community,
ships, which now assist a dozen would leave her estate to her
parish.
of the school’s 135 students.
“Her neighbors as well as the
Although Christopher left
her estate to St. Mary Nativity parish became her family,”
at her death, the parish didn’t Father Groh said. He explained
have a grasp of the exact dollar that when neighbors became
amount until December. The seriously ill, she would somefinal tally was staggering, times take care of the sick perFather Groh said, especially be- son so the family could run ercause
no
one
knew rands or just have a rest.
Her attitude and generosity
Christopher as a particularly
reflect the community of St.
wealthy woman.
Christopher’s late husband, Mary Nativity Parish in general,
Ralph, worked at a nearby Father Groh said. Even in the
Texaco refinery, and she was a working-class neighborhood,
secretary at U.S. Steel in Joliet “parishioners, week to week,
until she retired. Their one lux- are very generous,” he said.
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Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045;
Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Life Prayer Vigil: led by Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap, at
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan
St., Denver. Call 303-715-3205 for
more information.
Nov. 27: 6 p.m.

for more information.
Nov. 29: 7 p.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: led by
Father Andreas Hoeck at Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St., Denver.
Dec. 5: 3 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Advent Vespers: to be held at Notre
Dame Parish, 2160 S. Sheridan
Blvd., Denver. Call 303-935-3900

Alumni And All Supporters: are invited to a benefit tailgate party

prior to the 2:30 p.m. Dec. 4 historic Regis Jesuit vs. J.K. Mullen
Colorado State 5A Football
Championship Game at Invesco
Field. Proceeds to go to Seeds of
Hope Charitable Trust. For more information on time and location,
contact John Harpole at 303-8251100 or e-mail harp@mercator
energy.com.
Dec. 4
7th Annual Christmas Open House:
at St. John’s Shop at St. John the
Baptist Church, 323 Collyer St.,
Longmont. Free drawing and refreshments. Call 303-776-0737.
Dec. 1: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
How To Use New Media: for evangelization will be topic of a free talk
by Seth DeMoor, creator of One
Billion Stories, at JPII Center, 1300
S. Steele St., Denver. Call 303-7153260 or e-mail
Ursula.jimenez@archden.org to
RSVP by Nov. 29.
Dec. 1: 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Time Is Running Out: to get tickets
for Road to Rome raffle to benefit
Capuchin Franciscan Friars. Win
trips to Rome or Cabo San Lucas.
Tickets are $50 a piece, or 10 for
$400. Call 303-433-0296 before
Dec. 1.
Drawing Dec. 2
Join Praise In Song: with Colorado
Children’s Chorale as they sing
time-honored carols at Nativity of
Our Lord Church, 900 W. Midway
Blvd., Broomfield. Call for reservations, 303-469-5171 Ext. 123.
Dec. 3: 7 p.m.
Annual Holiday Bazaar: at Good
Shepherd Church, 620 Elizabeth St.,
Denver. Delights and crafts from
more than 25 vendors. Come early
to this free holiday event.
Dec. 4: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Christmas Market: featuring handmade crafts, quilts and silent auction

at St. Martin de Porres Church, 3300
Table Mesa Drive, Boulder. Call 303499-7744 for more information.
Dec. 4: 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Come One, Come All: to the annual
Craft Fair at St. Anthony of Padua
Church, 3801 W. Ohio Ave., Denver.
Call 303-922-1003 for more information.
Dec. 4: 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Dec. 5: 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Radiance Of Art: fine art, jewelry
and quilt sale to benefit Our Lady
of Mount Carmel Church, 5612
Hickory St., Littleton. For more information, call 303-703-8538.
Dec 4: 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Advent Party: sponsored by CLAY,
Catholic Youth And You, to be held
at Clubhouse of Miralago, 4760 S.
Wadsworth Blvd., Lakewood. Cost
is $8, which includes refreshments
and dance. Call 720-432-2529 to
RSVP.
Dec. 4: 7 p.m.
Board Meeting: of Archdiocesan
Council of Catholic Women at JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Light refreshments will be available. Call 303-715-3187 for details.
Dec. 6: 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Advent Retreat Days: at Loretto
Spirituality Center, 4000 S.
Wadsworth Blvd., Littleton. Cost is
$20, which includes lunch. Call 303986-1541 Ext. 6116 to register
Nov. 30: 9:30 a.m.- noon
Dec. 7: 9:30 a.m. - noon
Return Of The King: lecture and reflections on Advent, sponsored by
Catholic Biblical Center. Free lecture will be held in Bonfils Hall at
JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver. Call 303-715-3195 for more
information.
Dec. 1: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Retreat On Holiday Theme: of
Advent and Christmas Promise at
Most Precious Blood Parish, 2250
S. Harrison St., Denver. Cost is
$30, which includes lunch. Call
303-756-3083 for more information.
Dec. 2: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Advent Retreat: on beauty and wisdom of God’s Loving Providence led
by Father Tom Kleinschmide, O.M.V.,
at Lanteri Center for Ignatian
Spirituality, 416 22nd St., Denver.
Cost is $50. Call 303-298-4798 to
register.
Dec. 3: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Dec. 4: 9:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
Calling All Boy And Girl Scouts:
come be part of retreat at Mother
Cabrini Shrine, 20189 Cabrini Blvd.,
Golden. Pack a lunch and be part
of this event. Cost is $10 per student. Call 720-318-8603 for details.
Dec. 4: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Is God Calling You: to a consecrated life? Be part of vocation day
with Sisters of the New Covenant at
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, 1318
Mapleton Ave., Boulder. Register by
Dec. 1 by calling 303-451-8677 or email cetc@sncweb.org.
Dec. 4: 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Notre Dame Alumni Club: is sponsoring lecture by James McKenna
called, “Do Men and Women Speak
in Two Different Tongues” at Regis
University, 3333 Regis Blvd.,
Denver. Mass will follow the talk.
Dec. 4: 4 p.m lecture
5:30 p.m. Mass
Advent Mini-Retreat: at Christ the
King Church, 830 Elm St., Denver.
Call parish office for more information, 303-388-1643.
Dec. 4: 7 a.m.
Public Invited: to Advent lecture by
Ted Sri titled “Gospel Infancy
Narratives in the Gospels,” in St.
Bernard Hall at Sacred Heart of
Mary Church, 6739 S. Boulder Road,
Boulder. Cost of lecture is $5. Call
303-494-7572 for more information.
Dec. 6: 7 p.m.
Advent Day Of Reflection: to be
held at Benet Hill Monastery led by
Sister Rose Ann Barman, O.S.B. Cost
of the retreat is $30, which includes lunch. Call 719-633-0655
Ext. 132 for directions and registration information.
Dec. 8: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Men’s Advent Retreat: for men 18
and older at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver with Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Retreat is free and includes dinner.
For more information or to register
online go to www.Priest4Christ.com
or call 303-282-3729.
Dec. 19: 12:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
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Disney’s ‘Tangled,’ an enjoyable success
BY JOHN P. MCCARTHY

NEW YORK (CNS)—After
“Shrek,” it’s easy to forget that
filmmakers once played fairy
tales straight. Walt Disney, the
studio synonymous with such
traditional interpretations, offers another enjoyable example

CNS PHOTO DISNEY

ANIMATED characters are shown in a scene from the movie
"Tangled."
in its 50th full-length animated double-crossed.
After a slow start, directors
release.
Largely irony-free and lacking Nathan Greno and Byron
the snarky quality of many Howard blend lighthearted romovies aimed at kids, “Tangled” mance, vigorous action se(Disney) is a throwback Uncle quences, and a few rather tepid
Walt would recognize and ap- songs by veteran composer Alan
Menken into a pleasant whole.
plaud. So will families.
Fortunately, that doesn’t The film’s merely serviceable
mean it’s static or staid. Enough voice work and visuals may keep
contemporary touches, in addi- it from the ranks of animated
tion to computer-generated ani- classics, but the overall package
mation (projected in your is a good introduction to the
choice of 3-D or 2-D), ensure Disney formula.
Keeping up with the times, the
“Tangled” is an equally dynamic
and wholesome vehicle for its filmmakers tweak the damselin-distress motif by having
“love conquers all” theme.
Following the outlines of the Rapunzel save Flynn more often
German folk tale Rapunzel, pop- than the reverse.
Still, they remain true to the
ularized by the Brothers Grimm,
the plot is a melange of elements most vital, enduring values by
recognizable from “Snow equating romantic love with
White,”
“Cinderella”
and self-sacrifice, free of any tawdry
“Sleeping Beauty.” The influence distractions. Rapunzel and
of the “Shrek” franchise is also Flynn don’t kiss until they’re
discernible, without any adverse married and the movie’s edgiest
bit involves a drunken, superaneffects.
A child born to a king and nuated cherub winking at
queen possesses golden locks Mother Gothel.
But, along with mild swashwith healing properties, magic
for which the infant is kidnapped buckling violence, the film does
by the evil crone Mother Gothel include many slapstick pratfalls
(voice of Donna Murphy). In a and cartoon ouches courtesy of
secluded tower, Gothel raises our frying-pan- and hair-wieldRapunzel (voice of Mandy ing heroine. Since sun worship
Moore) as her daughter, using seems to be the prevailing cult in
her captive’s hair to restore her Rapunzel’s fictional realm,
own youth while never letting moreover, there’s a distinct but
inoffensive pagan undertone to
the girl step outside her prison.
On the eve of her 18th birth- the proceedings.
Finally, those shepherding
day, Rapunzel, though unaware
of her true identity, is desperate preschoolers should anticipate a
to escape so she might experi- few tears during a potentially
ence a display of floating upsetting climactic scene. Rest
lanterns that her parents stage assured, however, that a happievery year to commemorate ly-ever-after wrap-up is quickly
forthcoming.
their lost princess.
The potential of that earlier
Adopting the guise of an overprotective parent, Gothel refus- brief interlude to elicit such
es. But then a boastful young strong emotional reactions is
thief, Flynn Rider (voice of proof of the degree to which
Zachary Levi), chances upon the “Tangled” succeeds.
The Catholic News Service
tower after robbing the palace.
With the help of her versatile classification is A-I—general pamane, Rapunzel persuades him tronage. The Motion Picture
to accompany her into the world Association of America rating is
she’s never known and has been PG—parental guidance suggesttaught to fear. Accompanied by ed. Some material may not be
Rapunzel’s pet chameleon, suitable for children.
Pascal, they’re chased by
John P. McCarthy is a guest reMaximus, a zealous horse of the
Imperial Guard, as well as viewer for Catholic News Service.
Gothel and two of Flynn’s rough- More reviews are available onneck accomplices whom he line at www.usccb.org/movies.

