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would be nice to keep that
going … to show the importance of giving glory to God all
year long, not only at
Thanksgiving.”

God’s word on gratitude

Thanksgiving is a time when
many people realize, revisit
and rediscover the art of gratitude.
When asked to write about
and illustrate what they’re
grateful for, children in the
Denver Archdiocese’s Catholic
schools expressed gratitude—
for family, friends, food, pets,
shelter and seasons—in sincere and thoughtful ways.
Caleb Gold, a third-grader at
St. Louis School in Louisville,
drafted an essay titled “What I
Am Thankful For.”
“I am thankful for little sisters because they are funny
and cool,” he wrote—a line
most wouldn’t expect from a 9year-old boy.
His gratitude inventory also
included friends and cousins to
play with, family to help with
homework, grandpas and
grandmas that teach him how
to be good, “awesome sports”
and “other cool things.”
Such expressions of gratitude
are not only vital demonstrations of virtue they are also an
integral component of health,
wholeness and well-being.
“When children get in the
habit of practicing gratitude at
a young age, it’s generally good
for their overall mental health
as adults, psychologically and
spiritually,” explained Kenneth
Cramer, a professional Catholic
counselor with St. Raphael
Counseling in Denver. “It’s
great when kids work on gratitude projects at school. It
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NOTRE DAME School first-grader Sydney Hahn prays during a
Thanksgiving program at the school, 2165 S. Zenobia St. in
Denver, the morning of Nov. 22.

LOCAL NEWS

Scripture has a lot to say
about gratitude and thanksgiving: from the psalms in the Old
Testament, to the Gospels and
St. Paul’s letters in the New
Testament, to the final book of
Revelation.
“The Bible talks about showing gratitude and giving thanks
to God from the beginning all
the way to the end,” Cramer
said. “(Revelation) definitely
shows us how the ending kingdom (heaven) will be filled with
the angels and the saints offering thanks to God.
“Basically when God’s plans
are brought to conclusion,
thanksgiving will be a constant
part of our eternal life and salvation.”
In part of his essay “Things to
be Thankful For,” fourth-grader
at St. John the Evangelist School
in
Loveland,
Matthew
Rottinghaus, offered his interpretation on the role of gratitude
in relationships with God and
others.
“God sent Jesus to save us.
Jesus gave us the beatitudes and
the Great Command-ment,” the
10-year-old wrote. “We have to
follow
the
Great
Commandment if we want to
love others. Without love, we
would be nothing.”
He concluded his essay with
insight beyond his years: “We all
are thankful for something in
life. We have to live our life as
God told us, to be Christians.”

See Thanksgiving, Page 3

THE SAINTS: ST. CATHERINE LABOURE

Pilgrimage to Rome from Denver for
Archbishop Gomez’s pallium Mass
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Seminarian may owe his life to
Cardinal Van Thuan’s intercession
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1806 - 1876 / Feast - Nov. 28
Catherine was born in France. As a postulant
of the Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de
Paul, she had visions of Mary and also a vision of an M with a cross above and two
hearts below. The Virgin asked Sister
Catherine to have a medal struck according
to the vision. Those who wear it with devotion, promised Mary, would receive graces at her intercession.
The “miraculous medal,” named for its origin rather than its
properties, is still carried or worn by Catholics.
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CHARLES J. CHAPUT O.F.M. CAP.

A reflection on ‘time
between times’
The week between Christ the King Sunday and the First
Sunday of Advent every year invites us to be reflective. These
few days are a “time between times.” The annual liturgical
rhythm of seasons and Scripture leads us, again and again,
through the story of our creation and redemption. It’s a cycle
not only of worship, but also of teaching; a cycle that forms
us in a deeper biblical understanding of the world and our
purpose in it.
The solemnity of Christ the King, which we celebrated this
past Sunday, closes the Church year. It reminds us that Jesus
Christ is not just our teacher and brother, but the Lord of creation—the sovereign to whom we will one day make an accounting, and by whom we will be judged. The First Sunday
of Advent, which we celebrate next Sunday, begins the new
Church year. Advent is a time of hope in God’s promise of a
redeemer; a season of anticipation for the birth of a Savior at
Christmas. But it’s a time of self-examination as well. The
reason is simple and sobering. Advent also speaks of the
passing of this world. It reminds us of the coming of Jesus
again at the end of days, this time in grandeur and power, to
weigh each of us in the scales of justice and separate his followers from God’s enemies.
Two facts are worth praying over this week.
Here’s the first fact. Modern American life runs on a number of key fictions. In practice, our culture preaches an unofficial atheism that ties happiness to material goods, belittles
claims of religious truth, breeds vanity and personal selfishness to sell products, and avoids reminding us too often or
too vividly that our time in this world is limited. But a central
truth about every human life is its brevity. Each of us is going
to die. So is every person we know, including those we love
the most. Our time is precious because we have so little of it,
and our eternity depends on what we do with our time here
and now. Only a very foolish person would live today without preparing for tomorrow, especially when “tomorrow”
sooner or later means eternal joy in the presence of God, or
its alternative.
Here’s the second fact. Christianity is a religion of resurrection and new life. But the only way to that new life involves
naming sin for the evil it is, repenting of it, dying to ourselves
and calling others to do the same. St. John Chrysostom said
that when we confess our sins to men we are punished for
them. But when we confess our sins to God, we are saved.
This gives us hope. But conversion is an unwelcome message for the proud and self-satisfied. Therefore Christian
teaching will be reviled just as Jesus the teacher was reviled.
Christians will be hated just as their King was hated and then
murdered on a cross.
We see this derision for Christian believers and their faith
increasingly today in our politics, mass media and courts, but
also more brutally in acts of desecration against Christian
churches and holy places; and not just in faraway places like
Pakistan or Iraq, but right here in Colorado. When vandals
smashed four statues at Cabrini Shrine here in the archdiocese last week, they were simply adding to a national pattern
of blasphemy and violence against Christian places of prayer.
Sometimes the motive for this sort of desecration is adolescent recklessness. But more and more often, the motive is
hatred for the truth which Jesus himself taught and which the
Church continues to teach.
This Thursday is Thanksgiving Day—a uniquely American
holiday, and one with profoundly Christian origins. We have
a lot to be grateful for in this country, beginning with our religious freedom. But we need to vigorously insist on and defend that freedom, or we’ll lose it. More importantly, we need
to remember that the real author and guarantor of our freedom is not a Constitution but a King—the only true King,
Jesus Christ. Only in him is our hope, and to him we owe our
allegiance, our love and our deepest thanksgiving.
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Pilgrimage to Rome from
Denver for pallium Mass
BY JOHN GLEASON

A pilgrimage to Rome from
Denver is planned next summer for people who wish to
witness
Los
Angeles
Coadjutor Archbishop José H.
Gomez receive his pallium
from Pope Benedict XVI.
The pilgrimage will be led
by Msgr. Thomas Fryar, vicar
general and moderator of the
curia
for
the
Denver
Archdiocese.
Denver
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., and Auxiliary
Bishop James D. Conley are
also expected to attend the
Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica
during which the pallium will
be given.
Archbishop Gomez, who
began his episcopal ministry
in Denver as auxiliary bishop,
led the Archdiocese of San
Antonio until he was named
coadjutor archbishop this
year of the Archdiocese of Los
Angeles.
Archbishop Chaput, in a
statement, said he looked forward to attending the ceremony in Rome next summer and
encouraged
as
many
Coloradans who can do so, to
attend.
“The pallium, a small cloth
stole, is conferred by the Holy
Father as a sign of the archbishop’s authority and unity
with the Holy See,” he said.
“The conferral of the pallium
… is one of the most beautiful
and meaningful (rituals) in
the life of the Church. It will
be an event remembered for a
lifetime.”
In addition to attending the
pallium Mass in St. Peter’s
Basilica, the eight-day excursion will include visits to the
basilicas of St. Mary Major, St.
John Lateran and Santi
Quattro Cononati. There will
be a walking tour of the center
of Rome, which will include a
visit to the Trevi Fountain,
Spanish Steps and the church
of Santa Maria Sopra Minerva
which houses the remains of
St. Catherine of Siena, one of

Pallium: Symbol of
being a shepherd
VATICAN CITY (CNS)—The
pallium—a round woolen
band with two black-tipped
strips—is worn around the
shoulders over liturgical vestments to evoke the image of
the Good Shepherd carrying a
sheep back to the fold.
Pope Benedict wears one
and, each June 29, the feast of
Sts. Peter and Paul, he places a
pallium around the shoulders
of prelates who in the past
year have been named to
head archdioceses.
The liturgical vestment,
made from the wool of lambs
blessed by the pope each year
on the feast of St. Agnes, is a
strictly pastoral symbol for
those
with
a
flock.
Archbishops who serve as
secretaries of Vatican congregations or as Vatican ambassadors around the globe do
not receive one.

CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING

POPE BENEDICT XVI wears
a pallium around his shoulders during Pentecost Mass
at the Vatican May 24. On
June 29, 2011, the pope will
present a pallium to at least
35 archbishops. The woolen
pallium symbolizes the role
of shepherd.

ROME PILGRIMAGE
What: Pilgrimage to Rome for
pallium Mass
When: June 25-July 2
Cost: $3,288
Contact: Tess Stone at 303715-3207 or at
tess.stone@archden.org

the patron saints of Italy. On
the day after the pallium
Mass, pilgrims will make a
daylong trip to the city of
Assisi to celebrate Mass at the
Basilica of St. Mary of the
Angels, the namesake of the
Archdiocese of Los Angeles.
The tour will leave June 25,
2011, and return July 2, 2011.
It is being arranged through

Catholic Travel Centre of
Burbank, Calif., according to
Tess Stone, events coordinator
for the Archdiocese of Denver
and local contact for the tour.
“There is space for 40 people on the tour from Denver,”
she said. “And if it fills up and
we still have people who want
to go, we can refer them to the
pilgrimage that’s being organized out of Los Angeles.”
Stone urges those who are
interested in the pilgrimage,
to contact her quickly.
“The seats could go fast,”
she said.
Cost of the package is
$3,288. A discount is offered to
those who pay in cash. A
brochure and registration
form is available by calling
303-715-3207 or by e-mailing
tess.stone@archden.org.
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Thanksgiving

ADVENT

From Page 1

A prayerful Advent:
Wreath Prayer 1

Benefits of gratitude

Expressing gratitude is not
only essential to spiritual
health, it’s good for us.
A branch of psychology
dubbed “positive psychology”
found that people who show
more gratitude sleep better,
tend to exercise more, and gain
a general contentment that
may counteract stress and contribute to overall health.
Christopher Peterson, Ph.D.,
professor of psychology and
organizational studies at the
University of Michigan, has
studied positive psychology extensively.
“Research has shown that
gratitude is one of the strengths
of character most robustly associated with life satisfaction and
all the good things that follow
from that,” he wrote on his blog
for Psychology Today. “Gratitude
is what we call ‘a strength of the
heart’ because it forges an emotional bond between people.”
A 2008 study (Froh, Sefick
and Emmons) demonstrated
that children who practiced
grateful thinking had more
positive attitudes toward family and school. This type of positive attitude was evident in 8year-old Sonia Casados’ recent
Thanksgiving tribute.
“I’m thankful for many
things, like my family,” wrote
the third-grader from St. Louis
School. “My family helps me
with my homework. They can
teach me math facts. ... My
family loves me very much.”

Getting in the habit

While expressions of gratitude flow freely for some, they
require more intentional effort
for others.
“Some people have a natural
inclination to praise others,
and give thanks to God for the
gifts they’ve received,” said
Cramer. “However, it doesn’t
come naturally for everyone.
For some, gratitude takes practice.”
He suggested that regular
gestures or words of gratitude
can
generate
significant
change.
“Start a habit of giving thanks
for little things each and every
day,” he said. “Even when

PHOTO PROVIDED

THIRD-GRADERS from St. Louisville School in Louisville play in
the leaves at a park earlier this month. “They are thankful for
fall,” said school principal Karen Herlihy.

CNS PHOTO/KAREN CALLAWAY, CATHOLIC NEW WORLD

NORA TUCKER, 10, adjusts one of the candles on the
Advent wreath she just made as her sister Sheila, 5,
looks on.

PHOTO PROVIDED

HANDPRINT turkeys by kindergarteners of St. Louis School
in Louisville decorate a bulletin board.
you’re having a bad day: give a
simple thanks to God for your
WAYS TO
life.”
INCORPORATE
This can lead an individual to
GRATITUDE
focus on the positive things in
life, as opposed to the negative.
• Begin prayers with praise and
“The change I see in my
thanksgiving
clients when they’re being
more grateful is immense,” he
• Give thanks for food and those
said. “Plus it makes other peogathered with grace before meals
ple feel good when you thank
• Write thank-you notes for holithem.
day and birthday gifts
“When you’re not expressing
• Write a letter of gratitude to a
gratitude, how do people really
family member or friend, then
know that you care?” he asked.
read it to them
In an original Thanksgiving
• Write a gratitude list or keep a
prayer, 7-year-old Mollie
gratitude journal
Pierson, a second-grader at St.
Louis, shared her appreciation
• Perform acts of service for
for God’s creatures, starting her
others such as visits, meals,
prayer with: “Dear God, I am
yardwork, housework and transthankful for my pet—Tortoise,
portation
my dog,” another example of
• Donate to charities and do volsincere and thoughtful gratiunteer work
tude from the heart of a child.

All are invited to Nov. 27 Vigil for All Nascent Human Life

Archbishop
Charles
J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., invites the
faithful of northern Colorado
to a Vigil for All Nascent
Human Life at 6 p.m. Nov. 27 at
the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St. in Denver.
Pope Benedict XVI has asked
all Catholics worldwide to join
him in prayer that day—the
Saturday of Thanksgiving

weekend, coinciding with first
vespers of the First Sunday of
Advent—to pray for the protection of every human life. He
will lead a vigil at St. Peter’s
Basilica in Rome.
“We are to storm heaven for
a return to a culture of life
worldwide: all Catholic voices
in unison on Nov. 27 praying
with their bishops,” said Mimi
Eckstein, director of the arch-

diocese’s Respect Life Office.
The Denver vigil will consist
of exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament with Evening
Prayer, recitation of psalms,
singing of Gospel Canticle,
silent prayer and benediction.
For more information contact
the Respect Life Office at 303715-3205
or
e-mail
RespectLife.Office@archden.
org.

The following Advent
wreath ritual is intended to
help busy households make
Advent a prayerful time during the rush of Christmas
preparations.
Leader: Today begins a
special time of year for us.
This week we begin the season of Advent—that period
of preparation and waiting
before Christmas. In order
to help each of us prepare
our own hearts for the birth
of Christ, we take these few
moments each week to pray
together.
Light first candle on the
Advent wreath
Read aloud: Isaiah 2:1-5;
Romans 13:11-14; Matthew
24: 37-44
(Leader may read all, or
others in the household may
each proclaim a reading.)
Leader: Did you hear the
siren? Did the alarm go off
for you? The readings that
the Church has chosen for
this first Sunday of Advent
are clear as a bell. It’s a message that has been the same
for centuries: You’d better
get ready if you know what’s
good for you! The Prophet
Isaiah lets the Israelites
know that change is coming,
and they are going to like it
because it is going to be a
time of peace, a time when
all will walk in the light of
the Lord. The evangelist Paul

sounds the alarm, too. Paul
tells the people of his day
they’d better wake up and
start acting right if they want
to walk in the light of Christ.
Matthew’s Gospel brings us
that message, too. “Stay
awake,” he quotes Jesus, and
you’d better have your life in
order because you don’t
know when your time will be
up and you will be judged
for how you lived.
Closing prayer:
(Leader may read all, or
others in the household may
each read a segment.)
Reader 1: Dear God, this
first week of Advent, help us
be ready for the coming of
your son Jesus. Turn our
minds and our hearts to better follow the path he taught
his disciples to take.
Reader 2: Holy Spirit,
guide the choices we make
throughout this week so that
we choose to do what honors our creator and what
shows our love of others.
Reader 3: Father in heaven, we offer thanks to you
for the many reminders you
send us to prepare our lives
so that we are able to spend
eternity with you in heaven.
Reader 4: Come Lord
Jesus. Come into our hearts,
so that when the time
comes, we will be prepared
to join you in everlasting joy.
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

No more appeasement
of radical Islam
The murder of more than 50 Catholics by jihadists during
Sunday Mass in Baghdad on Oct. 31 is the latest in a series of outrages committed against Christians by Islamist fanatics throughout the world: Egypt, Gaza, Indonesia, Iraq, Iran, Nigeria, Sudan
and on the list goes. The timing of the attack on Baghdad’s Syriac
Catholic cathedral was striking, however, for it came shortly after
the conclusion in Rome of a special Synod on the Middle East.
During the Synod, very little was said about Islamist persecution
of Christians; indeed, every effort was bent to show the Catholic
Church sympathetic to Muslim grievances, especially with regard
to the politics of the Middle East.
This strategy of appeasement has always struck me as unwise.
The al Qaeda-affiliated jihadists’ answer to the Synod—the
Baghdad murders—has now proven the strategy deadly.
Appeasement must stop.
I quite understand that Christians in the Islamic world are tiny
minorities, burdened by economic distress and cultural prejudice
(the latter partially explaining the former). But unless Christians
begin to push back against those who, like the Baghdad murderers,
describe their churches as “dirty place[s] of the infidel that…have
long been used as a base to fight Islam,” jihadists and other radical
Islamists will simply roll over them, en route to rendering anything
deemed an “Islamic land” Christian–free. What might a strategy of
resistance to this implacable persecution look like?
It would begin with the Vatican. Pope Benedict XVI quickly and
forcefully condemned the murderers of Baghdad; no one should
doubt the pope’s commitment to the survival of Christians in
Muslim-dominated lands and to combating the anti-Semitism
that often goes hand-in-glove with Islamic Christophobia. Yet in
the Vatican Secretariat of State, the default positions vis-à-vis militant Islam are unhappily reminiscent of Vatican diplomacy’s default positions vis-à-vis communism during the last 25 years of
the Cold War: try to reach political accommodations with Islamic
states; foreswear forceful public condemnation of Islamist and jihadist ideology; look for interlocutors with whom to discuss coexistence among Islamic intellectuals. Such a strategy did not
work in the Cold War, as I demonstrate in “The End and the
Beginning: Pope John Paul II – The Victory of Freedom, the Last
Years, the Legacy.” And it will not work with jihadist Islam, which
in many respects is a more ruthlessly determined foe than the
late-bureaucratic communism of the 1970s and 1980s. So strategic re-set is required in Rome. And it might well begin with a
steady campaign of public condemnations of Islamist depredations against Christians throughout the world.
The Vatican bureaucracy and local Catholic leaders in the
Middle East must also reexamine the assumption—widely bruited at the recent Synod—that resolving the Israel-Palestine issue
through a two-state solution will solve every other issue between
militant Islam and Christianity. It won’t. Moreover, a viable twostate solution, which every reasonable person supports, is not on
the short-term horizon (although important steps are being taken
to build the infrastructure of civil society on the West Bank).
Meanwhile, Islamist depredations against Christians in the Holy
Land are a present reality. Christian leaders whose people are
being murdered by jihadists and other Islamist fanatics ought to
stop blaming their precarious situation on the State of Israel and
put the blame where it belongs: with Muslim intolerance.
The key theme to be stressed in all this is religious freedom,
which is precisely what Benedict XVI emphasized at the conclusion of his homily at the Middle East Synod’s final Mass. As Father
Raymond de Souza pointed out after the Baghdad massacres,
“Christians have been in Iraq from the earliest centuries, long before there was an Iraq or, one might note, there was Islam.”
Christians do not live in majority-Muslim lands by sufferance but
by right. They should say so, and their co-religionists should say
so. It would be helpful if the United States government would say
so and would name the jihadist perpetrators of murder for who
they are. But while we await that (unlikely?) change, we in the
Church can summon the courage to confront, without illusions,
what has become a lethal problem.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Nov. 28: First Sunday of
Advent
Scripture readings:
Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122:1-9
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:37-44
Synopsis: This Sunday marks
the beginning of a new year,
liturgically. The first Sunday of
Advent overlaps thematically
with last Sunday: the solemnity
of Christ the King when “last
things” and the lordship of
Christ predominated. From the
second Sunday of Advent on,
the focus shifts to the birth of
Christ. Isaiah prophesied in
Jerusalem during a difficult
time in Israel’s history. The region was wracked by war. The
northern kingdom was being
torn apart by Assyria and the
southern kingdom, Judah, was
under siege. Jerusalem also suffered from internal threats including religious syncretism,
political intrigue and injustice.
Isaiah pronounces God’s judgment, but he also has a word of
hope. His vision describes the
Messianic age when God will
reign, war will end and the
world will finally know peace.
Genuine and lasting peace de-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Thank you
I gratefully acknowledge the
check in the amount of
$86,285.14,
which
you
(Archbishop Chaput) sent to the
Apostolic Nunciature as the
Peter’s Pence contribution from
the Archdiocese of Denver for
2010.
“(Such a) gesture has not only
a practical value, but also a
strong symbolic one, as a sign of
communion with the pope and
attention to the needs of one’s
brothers; and therefore your
service (and that of your faithful)
possesses a refined ecclesial
character,” (address of Pope
Benedict XVI to the members of
St. Peter Circle, Feb. 25, 2006).
I assure you that this sum will
be transmitted to the Secretariat
of State on your behalf.

pends not on any human program, but on God. Paul wrote
to the Church in Rome (second
reading) when everyone expected the imminent return of
Christ. Though the world
around us be dark, Paul urges
us to “wake up!” and “put on
the armor of light” by living
morally exemplary lives. In this
week’s Gospel Jesus warns the
disciples that the Son of Man
will come suddenly and without warning, like the flood in
the days of Noah. The old order
will give way to a “new heaven
and a new earth” where the
Lord will reign forever. Not
knowing when or how all this
will take place, he says, we are
to stay awake, watch and pray.
Key verse: “Let us then throw
off the works of darkness and
put on the armor of light”
(Rom13:12).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “In Jesus ‘the
Kingdom of God is at hand’ he
calls his hearers to conversion
and faith, but also to watchfulness. In prayer the disciple
keeps watch, attentive to Him
Who Is and Him Who Comes,
in memory of his first coming
in the lowliness of the flesh,
and in the hope of his second
coming in glory” (No. 2612).

both gift and task. If it is true
that peace between individuals
and peoples calls for unfailing
commitment on our part, it is
also true, and indeed more so,
that peace is a gift from God.
Peace is an aspect of God’s activity, made manifest both in
the creation of an orderly and
harmonious universe and also
in the redemption of humanity
that needs to be rescued from
the disorder of sin” (Message
for World Day of Peace, Jan. 1,
2007).

Life application: Advent is
an ideal time to rededicate
yourself to prayer. Not only is it
the beginning of a new liturgical year, it’s a time of quiet
watchfulness. Today’s readings,
especially the first reading, remind us that the true peace can
only be found in God. The first
step in the path to peace, therefore, is prayer. And the first step
in prayer is silence. As Blessed
Mother Teresa said, “The fruit
of silence is prayer; the fruit
prayer is faith; the fruit of faith
is love; the fruit of love is service; the fruit of service is
peace.”

Pope Benedict XVI: “Peace is

James Cavanagh is director of
Evangelization and Catechesis
for Metro-area Parishes of the
Denver Archdiocese. Cavanagh’s
column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register.

May God, who is infinitely
generous, reward you and continue to bless you and the faithful under your pastoral care.
Archbishop Pietro Sambi
Apostolic Nuncio to the United
States
Washington, D.C.

light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of
life.” So fret no longer,
Christmas
is
coming,
Christmas is coming!
Al Hooper
Denver

Take heart
If you are a person who experiences Seasonal Affective
Disorder, winter depression or
“the winter blues” do not fear
any longer! There is an answer
for you. St. John the Baptist’s
feast day is on June 24, close to
the day in summer, June 21,
when the days start getting
shorter. The Baptist said, “He
must increase, I must decrease.” Then on Dec. 25 Jesus
is born, which is close to Dec.
21, when the days start getting
longer! Jesus said: “I am the

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize that
the opinions expressed in letters to the
editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation or libelous
statements will not be printed. Unsigned
letters will not be printed. Letters will be
edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-7152045. E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Nov. 27: Vigil for All Nascent Human Life, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (6 p.m.)
Nov. 28: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
Nov. 30: Mass, Our Lady of Light Monastery (7:30 a.m.); Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan Seminary board
of trustees meeting, JPII Center (2 p.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Nov. 24: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Nov. 25: Mass, Mother of God Parish (9 a.m.)
Nov. 29: Catholic Campus Ministry reception, “An Evening with Bishops Conley and Nickless,” St. Thomas
Aquinas Catholic Center, Boulder (7 p.m.)
Nov. 30: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan Seminary board of trustees
meeting, JPII Center (2 p.m.)
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Former Register editor dies
BY JOHN GLEASON

a story she wrote about immigration.”
Hillyer’s son Granby remembers the
Patricia Hillyer, former writer and ed- Mexico trip as one that was a cause of
itor of the Denver Catholic Register, died great concern to the family.
Oct. 25 in her home in Houston, Texas.
“Mom was doing this story undercovShe was 81.
er,” he said, “and dad really wasn’t
Born in 1929 in Wyoming, Hillyer pleased about it. If she’d been caught,
moved to Denver as a child. She mar- she could have gone to jail.”
ried Granby Hillyer and had six chilHillyer was just at home covering
dren.
major events and world newsmakers as
Having a passion for the written word she was writing about local theater profrom the time she was in school, Hillyer ductions, a where-to-dine in Denver
began writing on a freelance basis for column or a profile of an East Denver
the Register in the late 1970s. No story couple about their collection of 365
was too small or insignificant,
Nativity scenes. According to
according to her son, Granby
Maestes, once Hillyer took on a
Hillyer.
story, she didn’t stop until the
“She was very talented,” he
full story had been told.
said, “and loved anything that
“Pat had a knack when it
had to do with writing; she encame to dealing with people,”
joyed being a journalist going
she said. “She was fun; she
all the way back to when she
made coming to work fun.
worked on the high school
There’ll never be another like
PATRICIA
paper. But that was the way she
her.”
HILLYER
was, putting everything she
Anne Hillyer said her mother
had into all parts of her life as a writer, a precisely portrayed the lives and events
wife and mother to six kids.”
she wrote about.
By 1984 Hillyer was working for the
“She fully captured the spirit of her
Register as a fulltime reporter and be- subject,” she said. “Mom was a natural
tween 1988 and 1990 she was managing and loved every minute of it.”
editor. During her tenure she had the
After she left the Register, Hillyer
opportunity to cover a wide variety of moved to Carmel, Calif., where she conevents and dignitaries, according to tinued to write. She retired from the
Rose Maestes, who sold classified ad- newspaper business in 1995.
vertising for the paper and was a close
A memorial service for Hillyer was
friend of Hillyer.
held Nov. 20 at Spirit of Christ Church in
“She was a terrific writer,” Maestes said, Arvada. The family has suggested that
and covered a lot of special issues. She contributions be made in her memory
travelled to Iowa in 1979 when Pope John to Great Circle, a children’s social service
Paul II visited there. She interviewed organization. More information is
Mother Teresa when she came to available on line at www.greatColorado and also traveled to Mexico on circle.org.

Parishes to offer Advent liturgies and events

Advent starts this weekend and
parishes across the archdiocese are
sponsoring a variety of liturgies and
other events to help prepare the faithful for the Nativity of Christ. Check
your church bulletin about events in
your parish.

sing time-honored carols and
Christmas favorites 7 p.m. Dec. 3 at
Nativity of Our Lord Church, 900 W.
Midway
Blvd.,
Broomfield.
Reservation requested; call 303-4695171 Ext 123. Donations gratefully accepted at the door.

Notre Dame

Day of reflection

Advent Vespers to be held at Notre
Dame Church, 2160 S. Sheridan Blvd. in
Denver, at 7 p.m. on Nov. 29, Dec. 6, Dec.
13 and Dec. 20. Call 303-935-3900.

Benet Hill Monastery in Colorado
Springs will sponsor an Advent Day of
Reflection titled “Nurturing the
Indwelling of God” led by Sister Rose
Ann Barman, O.S.B. Cost is $30, which
includes lunch. Call 719-633-0655 Ext.
132.

Scriptural reflections

All are invited to prepare for the
birth of Christ by attending “Return of
the King: Scriptural Reflections on
Advent” set for 7 p.m. Dec. 1 at Bonfils
Hall of the John Paul II Center, 1300 S.
Steele St. in Denver. For more information on this free event, call 303-7153195.

Prayer and Adoration
Shrine of St. Anne Parish will hold a
Respect Life Prayer Vigil and Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament at the
church, 7555 Grant Place in Arvada, at
6:30 p.m. Dec. 12. Call 303-420-1280.

Reconciliation and retreat

St. Vincent de Paul

Christ the King Parish, 830 Elm St. in
Denver, will hold an Advent
Reconciliation service at 7 p.m. Dec. 1
and an Advent mini-retreat on Dec. 4.
Call 303-388-1643.

The third annual Advent Lessons
and Carols will be held 7 p.m. Dec. 14
at St. Vincent de Paul Church, 2375 E.
Arizona Ave. in Denver. The adult
choir, children’s choir, hand bell choir
and cantors will participate in reading
Scripture and singing carols. A reception will be held in the cafeteria following the event.

Praise in song

Celebrate Christmas with the
Colorado Children’s Chorale who will
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Bishops elect new leadership, pass agreement on baptism
BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

BALTIMORE (CNS)—The
2010 fall general assembly of
the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops was devoted primarily
to internal matters—the election of new conference leaders,
discussion of how their own
statements should be produced, budgetary and structural questions and information
about how they can better integrate new media into diocesan
structures.
They also affirmed an historic agreement to recognize
baptisms in four Protestant
church communities.
Public sessions made up the
first two days of the Nov. 15-18
assembly, with the bishops
spending the remainder of the
meeting in executive session.
The last public action the
bishops took was a nearly
unanimous vote Nov. 16 to approve the preparation of a brief
policy statement on assisted
suicide, which they will debate
and vote on at their spring assembly in June.
Before the afternoon vote
Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of
Galveston-Houston, chairman
of the bishops’ Committee on
Pro-Life Activities, outlined the
“increasingly urgent threat”
posed by the wider use of assisted suicide in the United
States.
The one surprise of the
meeting came Nov. 16 when
the bishops voted for new
leaders of their conference.
Breaking with precedent, the
sitting vice president, Bishop
Gerald F. Kicanas of Tucson,
Ariz., was not elected to succeed Chicago Cardinal Francis
E. George, who was completing his three-year term as
president.
Bishop Kicanas lost to New
York Archbishop Timothy M.
Dolan 128-111 in third-ballot
voting.
It marked the first time since
the bishops’ conference was
reorganized in 1966 following
the Second Vatican Council
that a sitting vice president
who sought the presidency did
not win election. In two elections, in 1974 and 1977, circumstances dictated that the

CNS PHOTO/NANCY WIECHEC

NEW YORK Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan smiles after being
elected the next president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops during the bishops' annual fall meeting in Baltimore Nov.
16. The vote was 128-111 on the third ballot. He defeated Bishop
Gerald F. Kicanas of Tucson, Ariz., current USCCB vice president.
vice president did not rise to
lead the conference.
“I’m surprised, I’m honored,
I’m flattered and a tad intimidated,” Archbishop Dolan told
Catholic News Service shortly
after being elected.
In a statement, Bishop
Kicanas said he respected the
wisdom of his “brother bishops
in choosing their new president and vice president. I
greatly appreciated their expressions of thanks to me for
my service as vice president.”
He said that being vice president was “a marvelous experience” and he now looked forward to focusing on the needs
of his own diocese.
During the executive session
Nov. 17, Cardinal George
named Bishop Kicanas chairman of the board of Catholic
Relief Services, the U.S. bishops’ overseas relief and development agency. Archbishop
Dolan held the post but had to
vacate it upon his election as
president.
In other voting Nov. 16, the
bishops also chose treasurer
Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of
Louisville, Ky., as vice president and Bishop Michael J.
Bransfield
of WheelingCharleston, W.Va., as treasurer. They also selected chairmen-elect for six committees.
Archbishop Kurtz and Bishop
Bransfield took office at the

conclusion of the meeting,
while the chairmen-elect were
to be in charge their committees beginning in November
2011.
The election of officers and
chairmen-elect took place by
electronic voting, with the results of available almost instantaneously. But the bishops used a secret ballot to pick
the next general secretary of
the USCCB. They chose Msgr.
Ronny E. Jenkins, a USCCB associate general secretary since
2006.
A priest of the Diocese of
Austin, Texas, Msgr. Jenkins will
succeed Msgr. David Malloy at
the close of the bishops’ spring
assembly in June.
The other candidate for general secretary was Msgr. David
Kagan, vicar general of the
Diocese of Rockford, Ill.
In other action Nov. 16, the
bishops, by a 204-11 vote, affirmed
the
“Common
Agreement
on
Mutual
Recognition of Baptism.” It
was drawn up over the past six
years by a team of scholars
from the Catholic-Reformed
dialogue group, made up of
representatives of the USCCB,
Christian Reformed Church in
North America, Presbyterian
Church (USA), Reformed
Church in America and
United Church of Christ.
Archbishop
Wilton
D.

Gregory of Atlanta, chairman
of the bishops’ Committee on
Ecumenical and Interreligious
Affairs, called the bishops’ vote
“a milestone on the ecumenical journey.”
The bishops approved a
$180 million balanced budget
for the USCCB in 2011, but
they refused to agree to an increase in the assessment on
dioceses to fund the conference’s work in 2012.
The bishops also agreed,
with little discussion, to an extension of the conference planning cycle for one year to provide time for evaluation of the
2007 conference reorganization and a revised policy on the
issuance of USCCB statements
and publications. The extension was approved 218-9 and
the new guidelines on statements and publications by a
vote of 219-3.
Five
USCCB
offices—
Catholic Education, National
Collections, Pro-Life Activities,
Justice, Peace and Human
Development, and Migration
and Refugee Services—had requested exceptions to plans
submitted earlier, and the
Committee on Priorities and
Plans had approved them.
The bishops approved
changes for the first four offices a 214-15 vote and then in
a separate vote, after some
discussion, approved the
changes for MRS.
Cardinal George opened the
first day of the meeting with
his farewell presidential address. In it he criticized those
who define the Church’s usefulness by whether it provides
“foot soldiers for a political
commitment, whether of the
left or the right.”
He devoted much of his talk
to reviewing the debate over
health-care reform earlier this
year and the “wound to the
Church’s unity” caused by differences over the final legislation.
In discussing health reform
in his address, Cardinal
George said “developments
since the passage of the legislation” have confirmed that
“our analysis of what the law
itself says was correct and our
moral judgments are secure.”

He did not specify what those
developments were.
The USCCB opposed passage of the final health-reform
legislation, saying it would permit federal funding of abortion, inadequately protect the
conscience rights of healthcare providers and leave out
immigrants. Other Catholic
groups, including the Catholic
Health Association and many
orders of women religious, said
the final bill and an executive
order signed by President
Barack Obama would exclude
any possibility of federal
money going to pay for abortions under the health plan.
Cardinal George said the debate also raised the question of
“who speaks for the Catholic
Church.”
“The bishops ... speak for the
Church in matters of faith and
in moral issues and the laws
surrounding them. All the rest
is opinion, “ he said.
The cardinal addressed several other issues in his outgoing speech, among them concern for Christians in the
Middle East. He said Christians
were “uniquely ... without protection in the wake of the
American invasion of Iraq.”
“As bishops, as Americans,
we cannot turn from this scene
or allow the world to overlook
it,” Cardinal George said. The
bishops also affirmed a Nov. 9
letter he sent to President
Barack Obama, urging the U.S.
government to “redouble its efforts to assist Iraqis” in providing safety for its citizens, especially religious minorities.
The bishops heard reports
on the record donations by
U.S. Catholics for reconstruction in Haiti; preparations for
World Youth Day in Spain in
August 2011; the need for the
bishops to embrace social
media to effectively evangelize
the “digital continent”; and the
work of the bishops’ Ad Hoc
Committee for the Defense of
Marriage to promote traditional marriage in the face of legislative efforts to legalize samesex marriage. The committee
also was upgraded to be a subcommittee of the bishops’
Committee on Laity, Marriage,
Family Life and Youth.

Mexican American Catholic College honors Archbishop Gomez with award
BALTIMORE (CNS)—With
the first presentation of a
new leadership award, the
Mexican American Catholic
College honored Los Angeles
Coadjutor Archbishop Jose
H. Gomez for his efforts to
help the San Antonio institution grow from a cultural
center to a college. Bishop

Michael D. Pfeifer of San
Angelo, Texas, chairman of
the college’s board of directors, said at a Nov. 15 reception where the San Juan
Diego Leadership Award was
given that it was created to
recognize leaders who are
making the request of Our
Lady of Guadalupe to St.

Juan Diego a reality. “She
calls on us—the one Church
in America—to build a temple of unity through an encounter with her son, Jesus
Christ,” Bishop Pfeifer said.
He said the board is “grateful
for Archbishop Gomez’s help
to expand the mission of the
college, better known as

MACC, to more effectively
meet the urgent needs of
Hispanic ministry.” As archbishop of San Antonio, from
2005 until he was named
coadjutor this April, he
helped inspire the creation
of an environment for students to develop language
and cultural competencies

for ministry in the culturally
diverse Church, Bishop
Pfeifer said. He also noted
that Archbishop Gomez
founded
the
Catholic
Association
of
Latino
Leaders “and has helped to
reinvigorate many of our national organizations for
Hispanic ministry.”
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Pope creates new cardinals, telling
them authority means service

U.S. CARDINAL Donald W. Wuerl of
Washington

U.S. CARDINAL Raymond L. Burke

BY CINDY WOODEN

nals took the form of a prayer service in
St. Peter’s Basilica. With the exception of
the pope’s homily and the prayers of the
faithful, the service was in Latin. It was
the first papal service featuring the new
director of the Sistine Chapel Choir,
Msgr. Massimo Palombella, and the
musical innovations included a brass
section and the Psalm sung by a trio.
Outside the basilica a storm was approaching and as Pope Benedict announced the name of the new Cardinal
Laurent Monsengwo Pasinya of
Kinshasa, Congo, the applause for him
was accompanied by a roll of thunder.
At the end of the service, the College
of Cardinals numbered a record 203
members, with 121 cardinals under the
age of 80 and eligible to vote in a conclave to elect a new pope. With the induction of Cardinals Wuerl and Burke
into the College of Cardinals, the United
States has 18 cardinals, 13 of whom are
under the age of 80.
Only Italy has more cardinals. With 10
new cardinals, Italy has a total of 48
members of the college, 25 of whom are
under 80.
In his homily, Pope Benedict said he
chose as cardinals “pastors who govern
important diocesan communities with
zeal, prelates in charge of dicasteries of
the Roman Curia or who have served
the Church and the Holy See with exemplary fidelity.”
The Gospel reading used for the
prayer service was St. Mark’s account of
the disciples vying for a place of honor
with Jesus, and Jesus telling them,
“Whoever wishes to be great among you
will be your servant; whoever wishes to
be first among you will be the slave of
all.”
Pope Benedict told the new cardinal’s
that Jesus’ “style of living became the
basis of new relationships within the
Christian community and of a new way
of exercising authority.”
Even after Jesus explained to the disciples that following him would involve
suffering, they demonstrated that they
had “expectations and plans for greatness, authority and honor in the eyes of

VATICAN
CITY
(CNS)—Pope
Benedict XVI created 24 new cardinals,
including two from the United States,
and called them to be strong in spreading and defending the faith and promoting peace and tranquility within the
Church.
Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl of
Washington and Cardinal Raymond L.
Burke, prefect of the Vatican’s supreme
court, joined other new cardinals from
13 countries Nov. 20 in formally professing their Catholic faith and fidelity to the
pope.
After the oath, all but one of the new
cardinals knelt before the pope to receive a red biretta, a three-cornered red
hat, which the pope said, “signifies that
you must be ready to act with strength,
to the point of shedding blood, to increase the Christian faith, for the peace
and tranquility of the people of God and
for the freedom and growth of the holy
Roman Church.”
Cardinal Antonios Naguib, the
Catholic Coptic patriarch of Alexandria,
Egypt, received a new patriarch’s hat
with a thin red trim added to the traditional black veil.
Pope Benedict concelebrated Mass
Nov. 21 with the new cardinals and gave
each of them a cardinal’s ring, telling
them it was a sign “of your nuptial pact
with the Church.”
Rather than precious gems, the gold
rings feature a crucifix, which, “for the
same reason your clothes allude to
blood, is a symbol of life and love” as
demonstrated by Christ’s ultimate sacrifice for the salvation of all, the pope
said.
During the consistory Nov. 20, the
pope assigned the new cardinals a “titular church” in Rome, making them
members of the Rome diocesan clergy,
which is what the Church’s first cardinals were. Cardinal Burke’s titular
church is St. Agatha of the Goths;
Cardinal Wuerl’s is St. Peter in Chains,
the church famous for hosting
Michelangelo’s statue of Moses.
The consistory to create new cardi-

See Cardinals, Page 11
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Turkey delivery Students win awards for sacred art Mullen Poms participating in
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade

PHOTO PROVIDED

OUR LADY of Fatima School
eighth-graders load a car with
turkeys for delivery to Catholic
Charities Samaritan House.
The eighth grade class at Our
Lady of Fatima School in
Lakewood
responded
to
Catholic Charities Samaritan
House's recent appeal for
turkeys by holding a Turkey
Drive on Nov. 18. The parents
and students donated 98 turkeys
and $153. Students accepted the
turkeys during the morning carline drop off and delivered the
1,000-plus pounds of turkey to
shelter later that day.

PHOTO PROVIDED

ASHLEY Villa of Guardian Angels School displays her
Foundation of Sacred Art winning entry “The Game of Life.”
On the evening of All Saints works by eighth-graders and
Day, Nov. 1, approximately 100 seniors in high school that exstudents, parents and guests press the theme “Yearning for
filled the ground floor of the Peace.” The prizes were
Governor’s Mansion to see the scholarship funds to attend a
winning entries in a contest religiously-based high school
sponsored by the Foundation and Regis University. The
of Sacred Art and hear the winner of $1,500 toward tuSouth Jeffco Youth Orchestra ition was Ashley Villa of
Quartet under the direction of Guardian Angels School with
Min Park. The contest spon- her work titled “The Game of
Receiving honorable
sors invited religious schools Life.”
throughout the area to submit mention awards were Savanna
Baron, also of Guardian
Angels with her work titled
“Amera’a,” and Lynn Heller of
Shrine of St. Anne School with
her work “Life is Yearning for
Peace.” Organizers said the
Foundation of Sacred Art intends to hold the event each
year.

PHOTO PROVIDED

THE J.K. MULLEN Pom Squad, above. Front row, from left:
Kathleen Troup, Nikki Thatcher, Kim Lynham, Carlee Smith and
TerraRose Puncerelli. Middle row, from left: Kaylee Hottman, Karrie
Miyamoto, Christianna Laird, Ellory Read, Courtney Peters and
Gianna Abou-Jaoude. Back row, from left: Assistant Coach Jenna
Schlehuber, Tori Tarin, Kelsey Johnson, Presley Fowler, Lauren St.
John, Jackie Murphy and Head Coach Ashleigh Deal.
The J.K. Mullen High School Colorado who will also be parPoms will lead the Macy’s ticipating.
The Spirit of America dance
Thanksgiving Day Parade in New
York City this year in front of mil- group will also close the parade
lions of spectators. The team will and escort Santa Claus as he
be participating as part of the makes his grand entrance into
Spirit of America Dancers made Herald Square. The invitation to
up of high school pom and dance participate in the parade came
students from across the country. after the team submitted a video
The 16-member J.K. Mullen clip of the pom squad.
“The fact that they earned a
team is the only one from
Colorado invited to participate spot to participate in one of the
in the Spirit of America program nation’s most coveted events
for this year’s parade. There are speaks volumes about our hard
several individual dancers from work, dedication and camaraderie,” said Poms Coach
Ashleigh Deal. “We are so proud
to represent Mullen, the Denver
area and the whole state of
Colorado.”
The parade will be aired live on
NBC from 9 a.m. to noon Nov. 25.

Retreat to be
offered to Scouts
A day retreat for Scouts—
boys and girls—is set for 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Dec. 4 at Mother
Cabrini Shrine in Golden. St.
Frances Cabrini is known for
her work with orphans and is
the first Catholic saint from
Colorado. The day will include
a presentation on her life, a
solemn hike where she walked,
crafts and an introduction to
Catholic scouting religious
awards (including rosary patches). Cost is $10 per participant.
Bring a lunch. Event participation will be limited to the first
120 registrants. Participants will
be able to earn the “St. Frances
Cabrini—Footsteps
of
American Saints” patch. The retreat is sponsored by the Denver
Area Catholic Committee on
Scouting. For more information, contact Jim Broski at 720318-8603 or Brick Spellman at
303-703-9101 or visit online at
www.archden-dccs.org.

LO C A L N E W S l 9

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l NOVEMBER 24, 2010

Cemetery statue restored; Cabrini Shrine works vandalized
BY JOHN GLEASON

After months of being shrouded by workmen’s scaffolding and
sheeting, the restored statue depicting the Crucifixion of Christ
at the entrance to Mount Olivet
Cemetery in Wheat Ridge is
once again on display. Repaired
was wear and tear caused by
weather and aging.
Sadly, vandals were the culprits
in serious harm done after hours
Nov. 21 to four statues at Mother
Cabrini Shrine in Golden.
“Sometime during the night
(that) Sunday, an unknown
number of persons jumped the
fence and vandalized the statues,” said JoAnn Seaman,
Cabrini Shrine development officer. “Damage was done to the
Mother Cabrini statue in the

grotto chapel, the cross at the
base of the steps, the Our Lady
of Guadalupe statue at the top of
the steps and the statue of St.
Bernadette.”
Seaman said there is no estimate yet as to the cost of repair
or even if all the statues can be
repaired.
At Mount Olivet the refurbished 20-foot-tall Crucifixion
statue was unveiled last week
after workmen had finished
with the final coat of paint.
Cemetery director Mike Wright
said the recent restoration was,
to the best of his knowledge, the
first done to the piece.
“There was some cosmetic
work performed on it in the
early 1990s,” he said, “but other
than periodic coats of paint, this

is the first time the statue has
had any major work.”
Wright said exactly how long
the statue has been at the cemetery is a bit of a mystery. An early
photo of the main entrance, dating back to 1918, shows the statue as plainly visible.
“How long before that it was
there or who was responsible for
erecting it is anybody’s guess,”
Wright said.
The restoration was done by
Premiere Specialty Contractors
of Denver who, among other
jobs, restored the Sacred Heart
of Jesus statue at Mother Cabrini
Shrine after it was struck by
lightning in 2007.
Rich Schultheis, co-owner of
Premiere, said that for its age,
the Crucifixion statue was in

surprisingly good condition.
“On a scale of one to 10, I’d
give it an eight,” he said.
The job entailed stabilizing
the structure and re-establishing the integrity of the concrete
in areas where it was crumbling.
An exceedingly mild autumn
allowed the work to progress at a
quick rate and now the statue
has been returned to its former
beauty. Wright said he couldn’t
be more pleased with the result.
“These people are artists, it’s
that simple,” he said. “This project was a spiritual exercise for
everyone involved—at least
that’s the way it came to me.
They’ve restored the statue to a
work of art that’ll last for years to
come.”
At Mother Cabrini Shrine,
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I give you thanks, my Jesus, for your decision to become perfect Man, with a Heart which
loved and is most loveable; which loved unto death and suffered; which was filled with
joy and sorrow; which subjected itself heroically to duty and acted with mercy.
I give you thanks, my Jesus. Give us hearts to measure up to yours!
- St. Josemaría Escrivá
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Seaman said administrators are
considering installing a security
system to prevent future vandalism to its works.
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THE RECENTLY restored
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Seminarian may owe his life to Cardinal Van Thuan’s intercession
BY BENJAMIN MANN
CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

As others learned about
Cardinal Van Thuan’s possible
involvement in Joseph’s healing,
he ended up providing information to officials working on the
cardinal’s cause for beatification
in Rome. Apart from that contribution, though, the young seminarian just wants to move forward toward the goal of ordination. When he returned to the
seminary, Joseph was assigned
once again to hospital duties.
While he was reticent about
some potentially miraculous aspects of his healing, Joseph
spoke enthusiastically about his
current hospital work. He said
his coma and recovery experience have allowed him to give
hope and comfort to patients.
Those patients don’t need to
know about his mysterious
meetings with a possible saint,
or his breathtaking return from
death. What matters more is to
see the scar on his throat, and
know he understands.
“It’s very fulfilling to be able to
walk into a room and say ... ‘You
don’t have to feel this alone, because I’ve been there’—physically, there, in that hospital bed,”
he said.
Joseph recalled that his experiences in the coma instilled “the
virtue of hope” in his heart, giving him a message he hopes to
share with those in desperate
circumstances.
“That’s Cardinal Van Thuan in
my life,” the future priest reflected.

Vietnamese faithful. Although had no idea why I was gasping
Joseph Nguyen never met for air.” His father drove him to
Cardinal Van Thuan during his the hospital, where he checked
earthly life, his father’s family himself in. But Joseph has no
knew “Father Van Thuan” quite memory of that event, or the
well. They thought of the priest emergency tracheotomy he received after losing the ability to
“almost like a family member.”
breathe.
That family bond
Later, he would
deepened
when
hear about the day he
Cardinal Van Thuan
was
pronounced
became archbishop of
dead, while his parSaigon, and subseents kept hope alive
quently a prisoner of
and prayed fervently
the
Communist
for Cardinal Van
regime.
Thuan’s intercession.
In 1975, Joseph
JOSEPH
He would also hear
Nguyen’s
parents
about how, on the
moved
from
NGUYEN
feast of Our Lady of
Southeast Asia to the
United States, where their son the Rosary, while still comatose,
was later born. Joseph knew he began violently pulling the
about Cardinal Van Thuan’s tubes from his body, stopping
heroic life, and appreciated his only when his father placed a
message of peace and hope. But rosary in his hand.
He would also learn about the
the young seminarian never
imagined he would be describ- second time his body seemed to
ing details of his own life, and be shutting down. That time, no
near-death, to investigators for one declared his death. They’d
already seen one seemingly imthe cardinal’s canonization.
It began in August 2009, dur- possible recovery.
When Joseph awoke, after 32
ing Joseph’s third year in the
seminary. He was assigned to days, he knew nothing about
hospital work, visiting and any of this. A doctor explained
counseling the sick, as well as he had fallen ill not only with a
bringing the Eucharist to seasonal flu, but also the H1N1
Catholic patients. Early in the swine flu, and severe pneumofall, he caught what he thought nia. Friends and family later told
was only a common seasonal him the details of his month in
flu. When the illness worsened, the coma.
But when he could speak
he asked for leave from the semagain, Joseph had his own story
inary to recover at home.
“I remember Oct. 1,” he told to tell.
“During my coma, there are
the Catholic News Agency. “I

only two things I remember,” he
said. “The only two things I remember are two visions of
Cardinal Van Thuan. … He appeared to me twice.”
Joseph said he not only saw,
but actually met and spoke with
Cardinal Van Thuan, during two
vivid incidents he described as a
“separation of soul and body.”
Although he said he couldn’t reveal the details of the encounters, he did say that he suspected that they occurred while his
doctors were observing his loss
of brain activity and decline in
vital signs.
“Soon after the second visit”
with the cardinal, he said, “I
woke up from the coma.”
He had “no idea what had
happened,” or why he had “all
these tubes and wires” coming
out of his body, particularly the
tube in his neck that kept him
from speaking.
Doctors thought it would be
months or years before he could
speak, walk or study. But within
days he was talking and breathing normally, racing his nurses
around the rehabilitation room.
He also received an entirely
unexpected phone call from
Cardinal Van Thuan’s sister in
Canada, who ended up giving
him one of her brother’s
rosaries.
Joseph returned to the seminary at the beginning of the following semester—a far cry from
the two years his doctors had
advised him to wait.

Colorado Knights
hold inaugural
40-hour retreat

Four women begin study
to become agrégée sisters

Centro’s Sister Alicia Cuarón
named Purpose Prize Fellow

The Colorado Knights of
Columbus held their first ever
40-hour retreat Oct. 29-31 at
Sacred Heart Retreat House in
Sedalia, Colo. The retreat was
centered on the four principles
of the order: charity, unity, fraternity and patriotism. Among
the 44 men who participated
were: Augustine Father John P.
Grace of New Haven, Conn.,
who is a member of the
supreme council that governs
the Knights; as well as three
state officers and vice supreme
master Jerry O’Connor who
represented the fourth-degree
leadership; Columban Father
Charles J. Duster of Chicago, director of the St. Columban
Father’s
Foreign
Mission
Center; and Jesuit Father Ed
Kinerk, retreat director. The retreat was the next step to deepen the Colorado Knights’ spirituality following the development and publication of their
contemporary
scripturallybased daily meditation book
“Knights to Christ,” which is
now in its third edition.

CONCORDIA, Kan.—A Fort
Collins woman is among four
candidates welcomed into the
process of becoming agrégées
with the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Concordia, Kan.
Dee Morris and the three
other women were received at
a special Mass the afternoon
of Nov. 13 in the Sacred Heart
Chapel at the Nazareth
Motherhouse, at the end of
the congregation’s annual assembly.
Morris is a “pre-candidate,”
who will spend a year deciding
whether she is called to become an agrégée candidate.
Dian Hall of Cartersville,
Ga.,
Beth
Weddle
of
Concordia, Kan., and Susan
Klepper of St. Louis, Mo., are
now agrégée candidates, beginning what is expected to be
a three-year process of study
and spiritual discernment
with mentors from the
Concordia congregation
The term agrégée — pronounced ah-gre-ZHEY —
comes from the French for “at-

Doctors said Joseph Nguyen
was dead. His heart rate was
dropping beyond recovery, and
all brain activity was gone. But
while they wrote his death certificate, Joseph’s parents were
asking an old family friend for
help: a Vietnamese cardinal who
is being considered for beatification.
Joseph Nguyen has since reenrolled in seminary. He’s seen
his own death certificate, now
stamped “VOID.” He has only
two memories of the 32-day
coma, which he says felt otherwise like a “great night’s sleep.”
During the weeks that he hovered between life and death in
2009, Joseph says he had two encounters with Cardinal FrancoisXavier Nguyen Van Thuan.
The revered Vietnamese
Cardinal died in 2002. In 2007 he
received a prominent mention
in Pope Benedict XVI’s encyclical “Spe Salvi,” where the Holy
Father cited his exemplary
Christian witness during his 13
years as a political prisoner. His
cause for beatification began in
2007 as well. In October 2010,
the Vatican began its own inquiry into his possible sainthood.
Long before anyone thought
to declare him a saint, the future
cardinal was simply a priest—
often celebrating private Masses
in the homes of some

tached to” or “aggregated
with.” It is a form of membership in the religious congregation that dates back to their
founding in 17th-century
France, when Sisters of St.
Joseph were either canonically
vowed “principal sisters” or
so-called agrégée or “country”
sisters. The Sisters of St.
Joseph of Concordia re-established—and revitalized—this
form of religious life in 2006.
Agrégées are defined as
those persons who commit
themselves to active and inclusive love of God and the
dear neighbor as expressed in
the spirit and spirituality of
the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Concordia. While they do not
make the canonical vows of
poverty, chastity and obedience, they do profess a vow of
fidelity to God and to the congregation. In almost every aspect, they are viewed as full
members of the congregation,
meaning they have a voice
and a vote on congregational
issues.

Marycrest Franciscan Sister
Alica V. Cuarón is a 2010 Purpose
Prize Fellow, Civic Ventures announced Nov. 17.
Sister Cuaron was recognized
as a social entrepreneur over 60,
who in her encore career, is
using her experience and passion to make an extraordinary
impact on society’s biggest challenges. Now in its fifth year, the
six-year, $17 million Purpose
Prize program is the nation’s only
large-scale investment in social
innovators in the second half of
life.
Sister Cuarón was honored for
her leadership and passion in the
development of Bienestar Family
Services, which she founded in
1998 to provide education and
support services to Colorado’s
rapidly expanding Spanishspeaking, low-income immigrant
population. Bienestar is now a
ministry
of
the
Denver
Archdiocese’s Centro San Juan
Diego, which provides pastoral
and family services to Hispanic
Catholics. Centro has helped
more than 7,000 immigrants integrate into the United States

through culturally relevant adult
education programs, civic development courses, employment
training and family support services.
“Purpose Prize Fellows show
what’s possible in our communities—and the world—when experienced adults apply their passion and skill to improve the lives
of others,” said Alexandra
Céspedes Kent, director of the
Purpose Prize.
The 46 Purpose Prize Fellows
of 2010 were honored at the
Purpose Prize Summit Nov. 12-14
in Philadelphia. Five Fellows won
$100,000 prizes and five won
$50,000 prizes.
“The major life changes I’ve
made from being a corporate executive to becoming a Franciscan
nun has given me the opportunity to extend my gifts, my knowledge and expertise to the community as a whole,” Sister
Cuarón said. “I’m grateful and
honored to be selected as a
Purpose Prize Fellow. I intend to
continue my personal mission to
serve the community, which contributes to society as a whole.”
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Vatican spokesman: Pope not changing Church teaching on condom use

VATICAN CITY (CNA/EWTN
News)—Despite media claims
of a revolutionary change,
Pope Benedict is not altering
Catholic teaching on condom
use or justifying the disordered
use of sexuality, Vatican
spokesman Father Federico
Lombardi has explained.
In a Nov. 21 statement from
Vatican
Radio,
Father
Lombardi discussed the pope’s
comments in Pope Benedict
XVI and Peter Seewald’s new
book “Light of the World: the
Pope, the Church and the Signs
of the Times.”
In these comments “the
pope is not reforming or
changing the teaching of the
Church but he reaffirms it, putting it in the perspective of the
value and dignity of human
sexuality as an expression of
love and responsibility,” the
spokesman said.
In the book, Pope Benedict
says that the Church “of
course” does not regard condom use as “a real or moral so-

Cardinals
From Page 7

the world,” the pope said.
Jesus was patient with them,
he said, but he also made it
clear that to be his disciples
they must be totally obedient
to God and follow “this road
that passes through humiliation, suffering and death for
love.”
Pope Benedict told the new
cardinals they must recognize
that becoming “unique and
precious” collaborators in the
papal mission to serve the
Church is not an honor they
can take credit for, but is a vocation to which they are called.
Jesus’ teaching that authority
means humble service is a
message that continues to be
valid for the Church, “especially for those who have the task
of guiding the people of God,”
the pope said. “It is not the
logic of domination, of power
according to human criteria,
but the logic of bowing down to
wash feet, the logic of service,
the logic of the cross, which is
at the basis of every exercise of
authority.”
Cardinal Angelo Amato, the
prefect of the Congregation for
Saints’ Causes who worked
closely with the pope as secretary of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, addressed the pope on behalf of
his fellow new cardinals.
He told the pope that being
called to the College of
Cardinals “gives rise in us to
feelings of awe for the magnanimity and love of the Holy
Father for us. With trepidation
we recognize our limits before
the awareness of the great dig-

VATICAN spokesman Jesuit
Father Federico Lombardi
lution” to the problem of
AIDS. According to Father
Lombardi, his treatment of
the topic considers an “exceptional situation” in which a
sexual act presents a true risk
for another’s life.
In a short passage at the end
of the tenth chapter of the

book, the pope discusses the
“banalization of sexuality,”
which treats sexuality as a
drug. The pontiff uses the example of a prostitute.
“In such a case, the pope
does not morally justify the
disordered exercise of sexuality,” the spokesman explained.
Rather, the use of the condom
to lessen the danger of contagion may be “a first act of responsibility” and “a first step
on the path toward a more
human sexuality” rather than
acting to put another’s life at
risk.
“In this, the reasoning of the
pope certainly cannot be defined as a revolutionary turning point,” Father Lombardi
said, following worldwide
media reports of a change in
Church teaching on contraception.
He added that there is some
novelty in hearing this discussion from a pope, even in “a
colloquial and non-magisterial form.” According to the

nity with which we are being
clothed and which we are
called to give witness to with
our lives and our activities.”
Meeting reporters after the
consistory, Cardinal Wuerl said
it was “a glorious day” with the
basilica filled with people from
around the world, showing the
universality of the Church.
“Every
believer,
every
Catholic has a tie with the
pope, but the cardinals—because they are asked to work
very, very closely with him—
have a special bond,” he said,
and the visible sign of that is
the red hat.
The cardinals, with their
family members and faithful,
met Pope Benedict again Nov.
22 during an audience reserved

for the new cardinals and the
groups who traveled with them
to Rome for the consistory.
Speaking Italian, French,
English, German, Spanish,
Portuguese and Polish, the
pope congratulated each of the
24 new cardinals. He also asked
the family members and faithful to support the new cardinals with “your constant
prayers and your cooperation
in their efforts to build up the
Body of Christ in unity, holiness and peace.”
At the end of the audience,
each of the new cardinals was
allowed to present to the pope
two adults in his entourage;
most of the new cardinals introduced their siblings to Pope
Benedict.

CNS PHOTO

spokesman, this was an “original contribution” because it
refuted the “illusory path” of
trust in condom use. At the
same time, the papal comments showed a “far-sighted
vision” attentive to the small
steps which an “often very
poor spiritually” humanity
must take toward “a more
human and responsible exercise of sexuality.”
Father Lombardi repeated
Pope Benedict’s view that
concentrating solely on the

condom trivializes sexuality.
This obscures its meaning as
an expression of love between
people and makes it become
like a drug.
Fighting against this banalization preserves sexuality’s
positive value and helps it to
have a positive effect on “the
whole of man’s being,” Pope
Benedict says in the book.

See Archbishop Charles
Chaput’s review of “Light of the
World” on Page 12.
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BOOK REVIEW

‘Light of the World’: An astonishing portrait of an astonishing man
BY ARCHBISHOP CHARLES
J. CHAPUT, O.F.M. CAP.

In his foreword to this remarkable book—structured as a conversation between Benedict XVI
and journalist Peter Seewald—
George Weigel praises the
German pope for his “frankness,
clarity and compassion.” This is
very true. It’s also an understatement. No serving bishop of
Rome has ever spoken so openly and disarmingly as Benedict
XVI does in these pages.
Benedict (as then-Cardinal
Joseph Ratzinger) and Seewald
have worked together in the
past. While Seewald asks blunt
questions, the pope’s trust in
him is clearly high. The resulting
exchange between the two men
is bracing and memorable, an
absolutely mandatory read for
anyone who wants a sense of
the Petrine ministry and its burdens from the inside.
And yet, one comes away from
this text with a mix of exhilaration and sympathy. The exhilaration springs from meeting in
Benedict an extraordinary
Christian intellect, articulate and
unfiltered; a man prudent, generous and penetrating in his
judgment, candid in his self-criticism, brilliant but accessible in
his thinking, and unshakeable in
his faith. The sympathy flows
from knowing that, in the current
media climate, almost anything
Benedict says may be hijacked to
serve other agendas. And exactly
this happened even before the
book’s formal release—but more
on that in a moment.

BOOK COVER
Seewald covers a lot of terrain
with his questions, from China
to liturgy to Fatima to the theology of the End Times. Each
reader will gravitate to the
themes that most interest him
or her. But a few are worth special attention.
First, Seewald deals early and
extensively with the Church’s
sexual
abuse
scandal.
Benedict’s answers are patient,
tranquil, humble and honest.
This pope is not a leader who
downplays the damage done to
innocent children and families,
or evades responsibility, or
makes excuses for evil actions.
He is well aware of the scope of
sexual abuse in other religious
communities and public institutions, but he does not use that as
an alibi for the sins of Catholic
clergy. Nor does he ever stray

from the priority of healing for
victims.
Second, for a man once thuggishly caricatured as Rome’s doctrine police, Benedict speaks
with
convincing sensitivity
about the sanctity of human freedom and conscience, and the
dignity of other religious believers. Like his predecessor, John
Paul II, Benedict has a profound
respect for Judaism as the root of
Christianity and the Jewish people as our “fathers in faith.” His
discussion of the challenges inherent in dialogue with modern
Protestantism, which takes so
many different forms, is masterful for its fraternal charity and
candor. And while some readers
may find his assessment of Islam
too optimistic and irenic—time
will tell whether secularism or
Islam poses the greater challenge
to today’s Christian believers—
Benedict wisely notes that:
“Islam is lived in very different
ways, depending on its various
historical traditions ... The important thing [is] to remain in
close contact with all the currents within Islam that are open
to, and capable of, dialogue so as
to give a change of mentality a
chance to happen even where
Islamism still couples a claim to
truth with violence.”
Finally, and maybe most powerfully, Benedict offers a withering critique of modern notions
of “progress” and the practical
atheism that infects nearly every
developed society, beginning
with Europe. For the pope, the
real battle lines in the modern
world do not divide Christianity

BOOK
Title: “Light of the World: The
Pope, the Church and the Signs
of the Times”
Author: Pope Benedict XVI and
Peter Seewald
Publisher: Ignatius Press (San
Francisco, 2010), 219 pp., $21.95

from other religious traditions.
Rather, “In [today’s] world, radical secularism stands on one
side, and the question of God, in
its various forms, stands on the
other.” When secular society
seeks to reduce progress to material development, to exile God
from public life and to ignore
humanity’s profoundly religious
needs, then it starves the human
spirit and attacks real human
progress, which always has a
moral dimension.
Ironically, the message of this
good and brilliant pope has
been hobbled nearly as much by
the baffling failures of some of
his own aides as by unfriendly
coverage from the world’s
media. One of the sensitive issues that Benedict treats in this
book is the question of AIDS in
Africa and the use of condoms
to prevent the spread of infection. No institution in Africa has
done more to combat AIDS and
support its victims than the
Catholic Church. But intense
controversy—at least in Europe
and the United States—has always surrounded the Catholic
rejection of condom use in AIDS
prevention. The Church holds

Local author’s peek-a-boo books teach faith, entertain
BY JOHN GLEASON

Author and mother Loretta
Oakes loves to read to her children. It was this love of reading
that set her on the path to become a children’s author with
not one, but two children’s
books published in September.
The books, “Peek-a-boo
Jesus!” and “A Peek-a-boo
Christmas!,” are designed to
bring the story of Jesus to young
children outside of the realm of
the traditional Bible story.
A Denver native, Oakes wanted to study art at Colorado State
University, but was steered toward another field by her father.
“My dad thought I should
study something more substantial; something with which I’d be
sure I could earn a living,” she
said.
So, armed with a knack for
math and science, Oakes became an engineer and after
earning her degree worked for
IBM, Motorola, Hughes Aircraft
and Raytheon. But when she

THE COVERS to “A Peek-a-boo Christmas!” and “Peek-a-boo Jesus!”
started a family, her life
changed.
“After the birth of my first
child, I did some consulting, but
my first job was being a stay-athome mom,” she said. “At the
same time, I was doing some
writing.”
As her family grew—Oakes
and husband Jeff now have
three children—she continued
to read to her kids and realized
that there weren’t a lot of good
board books for preschoolers

that were in the Christian realm.
“Most of them dealt with how
to say your prayers, but nothing
that introduced Jesus at all,
other than the traditional Bible
story,” she said. “I wanted to
write a book that let kids know
that Jesus loves them now, that
he’s real and not just relegated to
the Bible.”
The books are made of reinforced cardboard that can stand
up to rough and tumble play
and feature colorful illustrations

by United Kingdom native Mary
Hall. Each page in “Peek-a-boo
Jesus!” asks the question:
“Where is…?” On the opposite
page is a flap that children pull
back to reveal the answer. Using
the game of peek-a-boo, it entertains children and teaches a
lesson at the same time.
“Everyone from babies to seniors love to play peek-a-boo,”
Oakes said. “(The book) says,
just because you can’t see me,
doesn’t mean I’m not here.
That’s what I want children to
understand about Jesus.”
It took six years of searching
for a publisher before Paulist
Press of New Jersey signed Oakes
to a contract. At a publishers
convention last summer, the
peek-a-boo books proved popular with bookstore buyers and
since publication in September,
Oakes has made appearances at
preschools where she reads to
the students. The children are
happy to play the fun game and
reaction from parents has been
more than she hoped for.

that condom use is morally
flawed by its nature; and that,
equally important, condom use
does not prevent AIDS and can
actually enable its spread by creating a false sense of security.
In the context of the book’s
later discussion of contraception and Catholic teaching on
sexuality, the pope’s comments
are morally insightful. But taken
out of context, they can easily be
inferred as approving condoms
under certain circumstances.
One might reasonably expect
the Holy Father’s assistants to
have an advance communications plan in place, and to involve bishops and Catholic
media in a timely way to explain
and defend the Holy Father’s remarks. Instead, the Vatican’s
own semi-official newspaper,
L’Osservatore Romano, violated
the book’s publication embargo
and released excerpts of the
content early. Not surprisingly,
news media instantly zeroed in
on the issue of condoms (see
“Vatican spokesman” on Page
11), and the rest of this marvelous book already seems like
an afterthought.
Don’t let that happen. Don’t
let confusion in the secular press
deter you from buying, reading
for yourself and then sharing
this extraordinary text. It’s an astonishing portrait of an astonishing man.

Most Rev. Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., is the archbishop of
Denver. This book review first appeared in First Things. It is
reprinted with permission.

BOOKS
Titles: “Peek-a-boo Jesus!” and
“A Peek-a-boo Christmas!”
Author: Loretta Oakes
Illustrator: Mary Hall
Publisher: Paulist Press (Mahwah,
N.J.), 16 pp., $9.95 each
Available: Local bookstores or
online at www.paulistpress.com
and www.amazon.com

“Everyone loved the fact that
their kids could interact with
Jesus,” Oakes said.
Oakes invites people to her
blog,
lorettaoakes.blogspot.
com, where she elaborates on
the one-on-one time she shares
with the preschoolers and the
reaction she gets from them
after they read her stories.
Despite the favorable reaction
to her books Oakes, isn’t resting
on her laurels. She’s currently
researching a historical fiction
story as well as planning other
children’s books focused on the
Sacred Heart.
“But those books are down
the road,” she said.
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ON THE ROAD WITH DB

Beautiful churches among wonders to be found in Kansas off the Interstate
BY DON BAIN

WICHITA—Growing up in
Kansas makes you think you
know something about it, but if
you stay on the Interstate
Highway System, I-70 and I-35
in this state, you miss the real
America. All you see is the truck
stops, billboards and the path of
least resistance through whatever land you’re passing through.
Over numerous trips back to
see dear old mom in Wichita,
staying on the Interstate only
reaffirmed long-standing impressions—it’s flat and boring.
That’s because the Interstate
System always takes the easy
path, and while in Colorado it
takes you through lovely
scenery, in Kansas it follows the
least topographical and historical path.
So when road testing the
Toyota Sienna last month, we
made a point of exiting the highway to see what else we could
find—you really needn’t go far to
find the interesting places you
whisk right by on the highway.
Twenty miles north of the spot
where I-70 and I-35 intersect, a
few miles south and west of
Minneapolis, Kan., is a remarkable geologic feature known as
Rock City.
It seems these large spherical
rocks were formed in the bed of
an ancient and long gone sea
from Dakota Sandstone. Once
the sea receded, groundwater
containing calcium carbonate
seeped through the sandstone in
certain places, cementing these
large rock formations together.
As wind and water wore away
the surrounding sandstone,
these curiously round rocks

ST. ANN Church is just a
short distance off Interstate
70 in Walker, Kan.
were left behind. (For more info
on Rock City visit kansastravel.
org/rockcity.htm.)
Meandering in a generally
western
direction
from
Minneapolis, we came upon
what looks remarkably like a little piece of Colorado, 48 miles
west of Salina, in Wilson Lake
State Park.
The lake is nestled into a deep
bowl (yes there is terrain in
Kansas) with a scattering of
evergreens about it. It is just
what you expect from a state
park with boating, hiking, flora
and fauna for viewing plus
everything from primitive
camping to full RV hook-ups.
Frankly, if you had told me
something like this existed on
the plains last year, it would
have met a doubtful response—
but there it is.
A little closer to the highway is
a remarkable example of early
plains
architecture.
The
Cathedral of the Plains is in
Victoria and was built between
1908 and 1911 by Volga German
immigrants from Russia.

2011 TOYOTA SIENNA
The 2011 Toyota Sienna may
change your perspective on minivans.
The new Sienna Minivan delivers
a level of performance you won’t
expect from a car usually associated with busy suburban mothers. It has a surprising amount of
power from the LE’s 2.7-liter 4cylinder engine and doesn’t feel
like a van thanks to sport-tuned
electric power-assisted steering,
six-speed electronically-controlled automatic transmission
with overdrive, plus a suspension
featuring MacPherson struts up
front and twist-beam/coils in the
rear with gas-filled shocks/stabilizers front and back.

• Power side doors open and
close at the touch of a button.
• Power windows in side doors
roll down with a touch.
• Heavy-duty rear window defogger with timer.
• Ultra Low Emissions Vehicle
(ULEV) Level II received EPA’s
SmartWay designation.

Other pluses:

• Available all-wheel-drive.

• Seats 8, with removable second
row console (with its own storage) that creates an aisle for
easy access to third row.

• 37.3-foot turning radius

• Rear seats fold completely flat,
allowing from 38 to 150 cubic
feet of cargo space.

The minuses:
• Mileage of 19 in town and 24 on
the road could be better, but you
give up a little economy for the
added power.

The visually stunning structure rises 141 feet over the street,
dominating an area 220 feet
long and 110 feet wide. The ceiling is 44 feet high and the
church will seat 1,100. The sanctuary, with its century-old,
stained-glass images, is breathtaking. (For more info on this
beautiful testament to the
Catholic faith, visit stfidelis
church.com.)
As we neared Victoria, we noticed a steeple north of I-70 and
turned to investigate. We found
the quaint and picturesque St.

Ann Church, built in 1904.
Up in the very corner of the
state where Colorado, Nebraska
and Kansas come together is a
remarkable natural feature. The
Arikaree Breaks are a young
canyon still in the process of formation.
The erosion occurred as a result of deposits of wind-born
sand, silt and clay particles, a
conglomerate referred to as
loess. These deposits have experienced a spectacular process of
head and sidewall cutting by the
advancing tributaries of the

ABOUT THE COLUMNIST
Don Bain began writing automotive articles while a feature editor
with a Denver weekly in 2003. He
attributes his passion for cars to
an inborn love of driving and the
open road.
He has gained experience and
knowledge over the years from
reviewing hundreds of vehicles of
various makes and models, attending manufacturer’s presentations and introductory events,
plus participating in the regulars
meetings of the Rocky Mountain
Automotive Press. He was recently a board member at large with
that professional association.
He writes not for the automotive

enthusiast, but for the person who
simply enjoys driving and wants to
enhance their enjoyment—or those
to whom driving is a necessary
chore and merely want to minimize
their displeasure.
He also writes for those concerned
about our planet and safety, as
those issues apply to the cars we
drive.
“I also want to help those trying
to choose from the hundreds of
models, made by dozens of manufacturers, and the new technology
they utilize,” he said. “We spend a
lot of time in our cars and it
should be a pleasant experience
all in all.”

Arikaree and Republican rivers.
The deposits are thought to be
as recent as the Holocene age,
less than 9,000 years ago.
Multiply that by the thousands
of years that went into the
Grand Canyon and one day in
the far distant future Kansas
may have its first National
Park—if anyone’s left to so designate it.
These are just a few examples
of what you may find if you just
take a little extra time on that
next road trip and get off the
Interstate. America awaits you!
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Life Prayer Vigil: led by Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap, at
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan
St., Denver. Call 303-715-3205 for
more information.
Nov. 27: 6 p.m.
Advent Vespers: to be held at Notre
Dame Parish, 2160 S. Sheridan
Blvd., Denver. Call 303-935-3900
for more information.
Nov. 29: 7 p.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: led by
Father Andreas Hoeck at Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St., Denver.
Dec. 5: 3 p.m.
Respect Life Prayer Vigil: and
Adoration of Blessed Sacrament at
Shrine of St. Anne Church, 7555
Grant Place, Arvada.
Dec. 12: 6:30 p.m.
Franciscan Contemplative:
Scriptural prayer at St. Patrick’s
Mission Church, 3325 Pecos St.,
Denver. Potluck dinner to precede
service. Call 303-988-0771 for more
information.
Dec. 14: 5 p.m. Dinner
6 p.m. - 8 p.m. Service
Weekly Young Adult Mass: at St.
Catherine of Siena Church, 4200
Federal Blvd., Denver.
Thursdays: 6:30 p.m.
Tridentine Latin Mass: every
Sunday at Holy Family Church, 3480
Utica St., Denver.
Sundays: 11 a.m.
Monthly Italian Mass: at Mount
Carmel Church, 3549 Navajo St.,
Denver.
First Sunday of Month: 9 a.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Order Your Copy Now: of
“Pinnacled Glory of the West,” a
book about the history of the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception. Cost is
$24.95 but all orders received by
Dec. 17 will cost only $20. Call 303520-9986 to order.
7th Annual Christmas Open House:
at St. John’s Shop at St. John the
Baptist Church, 323 Collyer St.,
Longmont. Free drawing and refreshments. Call 303-776-0737.
Dec. 1: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
How To Use New Media: for evangelization will be topic of a free talk
by Seth DeMoor, creator of One

Billion Stories, at JPII Center, 1300
S. Steele St., Denver. Call 303-7153260 or e-mail
Ursula.jimenez@archden.org to
RSVP by Nov. 29.
Dec. 1: 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Time Is Running Out: to get tickets
for Road to Rome raffle to benefit
Capuchin Franciscan Friars. Win
trips to Rome or Cabo San Lucas.
Tickets are $50 a piece, or 10 for
$400. Call 303-433-0296 before
Dec. 1.
Drawing Dec. 2
Join Praise In Song: with Colorado
Children’s Chorale as they sing
time-honored carols at Nativity of
Our Lord Church, 900 W. Midway
Blvd., Broomfield. Call for reservations, 303-469-5171 Ext. 123.
Dec. 3: 7 p.m.
Annual Holiday Bazaar: at Good
Shepherd Church, 620 Elizabeth St.,
Denver. Delights and crafts from
more than 25 vendors. Come early
to this free holiday event.
Dec. 4: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Christmas Market: featuring handmade crafts, quilts and silent auction at St. Martin de Porres Church,
3300 Table Mesa Drive, Boulder.
Call 303-499-7744 for more information.
Dec. 4: 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Come One, Come All: to the annual
Craft Fair at St. Anthony of Padua
Church, 3801 W. Ohio Ave., Denver.
Call 303-922-1003 for more information.
Dec. 4: 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Dec. 5: 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Radiance Of Art: fine art, jewelry
and quilt sale to benefit Our Lady
of Mount Carmel Church, 5612
Hickory St., Littleton. For more information, call 303-703-8538.
Dec 4: 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Advent Party: sponsored by CLAY,
Catholic Youth And You, to be held
at Clubhouse of Miralago, 4760 S.
Wadsworth Blvd., Lakewood. Cost
is $8, which includes refreshments
and dance. Call 720-432-2529 to
RSVP.
Dec. 4: 7 p.m.
Board Meeting: of Archdiocesan
Council of Catholic Women at JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Light refreshments will be available. Call 303-715-3187 for details.
Dec. 6: 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Ski Trip: sponsored by CLAY, to
Summit County. Meet at
Park’n’Ride at 6th and Simms in
Lakewood. RSVP to johny@frii.com.
Dec. 11: 6 a.m.

Annual Cookie Walk: to benefit Our
Lady of the Pines Church, 9444
Eagle Cliff Road, Aspen Park.
Cookies, breads and other delicious
confections available for sale. Call
303-838-0338 for more information.
Dec. 11. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Annual Advent Lessons And Carols:
sponsored by St. Vincent de Paul
Music Ministry to be held at the
Church, 2375 E. Arizona Ave.,
Denver. Reception to follow in cafeteria. Call 303-744-6119 Ext. 24.
Dec. 14: 7 p.m.
P’zazz Children’s Choir: to perform
their annual Christmas concert at
Broomfield Auditorium, 3
Community Park Road, Broomfield.
Tickets are $15 adults, $10 seniors
and children. Call 303-466-8275
for more information.
Dec. 17: 7:30 p.m.
Hoopsters: are invited to come to
the annual Tom Young 3-on-3 basketball tournament at Most
Precious Blood School, 2250 S.
Harrison St., Denver. Men and coed teams available. Call 303-7611787 for registration information.
Dec. 18
Andrew Dinner: for those who are
interested in a vocation to the
priesthood. Call 303-282-3429 for
more information.
Jan. 20: 6 p.m.
St. John Vianney
Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver
Feb. 8: Fort Collins and
Greeley area

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Courage: a spiritual support group
for men and women who have homosexual tendencies and who desire to live a chaste Christian life.
Confidential. Call Father Dan Norick
at 720-434-2638 for more information.
Advent Retreat Days: at Loretto
Spirituality Center, 4000 S.
Wadsworth Blvd., Littleton. Cost is
$20, which includes lunch. Call 303986-1541 Ext. 6116 to register
Nov. 30: 9:30 a.m.- noon
Dec. 7: 9:30 a.m. - noon
Return Of The King: lecture and reflections on Advent, sponsored by
Catholic Biblical Center. Free lecture will be held in Bonfils Hall at
JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver. Call 303-715-3195 for more
information.
Dec. 1: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Retreat On Holiday Theme: of
Advent and Christmas Promise at
Most Precious Blood Parish, 2250
S. Harrison St., Denver. Cost is $30
which includes lunch. Call 303-7563083 for more information.
Dec. 2: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Advent Retreat: on beauty and wisdom of God’s Loving Providence led
by Father Tom Kleinschmide, OMV
at Lanteri Center for Ignatian
Spirituality, 416 22nd St., Denver.
Cost is $50. Call 303-298-4798 to
register.
Dec. 3: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Dec. 4: 9:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
Calling All Boy And Girl Scouts:
come be part of retreat at Mother
Cabrini Shrine, 20189 Cabrini Blvd.,
Golden. Pack a lunch and be part
of this event. Cost is $10 per student. Call 720-318-8603 for details.
Dec. 4: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Is God Calling You: to a consecrated life? Be part of vocation day
with Sisters of the New Covenant at
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, 1318
Mapleton Ave., Boulder. Register by
Dec. 1 by calling 303-451-8677 or email cetc@sncweb.org.
Dec. 4: 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Mountain Singles: will meet at
Mountain Resource Center in
Conifer. Anyone single and over 55
is invited to come help plan outings
for the coming month. Call 303968-9831 for directions.
Dec. 4: 9:30 a.m.
Notre Dame Alumni Club: is sponsoring lecture by James McKenna
called, “Do Men and Women Speak
in Two Different Tongues” at Regis
University, 3333 Regis Blvd.,
Denver. Mass will follow the talk.
Dec. 4: 4 p.m lecture
5:30 p.m. Mass
Advent Mini-Retreat: at Christ the
King Church, 830 Elm St., Denver.
Call parish office for more information, 303-388-1643.
Dec. 4: 7 a.m.
Public Invited: to Advent lecture by
Ted Sri titled “Gospel Infancy
Narratives in the Gospels,” in St.
Bernard Hall at Sacred Heart of
Mary Church, 6739 S. Boulder Road,
Boulder. Cost of lecture is $5. Call
303-494-7572 for more information.
Dec. 6: 7 p.m.
Advent Day Of Reflection: to be
held at Benet Hill Monastery led by
Sister Rose Ann Barman, OSB. Cost
of the retreat is $30, which includes lunch. Call 719-633-0655
Ext. 132 for directions and registration information.
Dec. 8: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Men’s Advent Retreat: for men 18
and older at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver with Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput O.F.M. Cap.
Retreat is free and includes dinner.
For more information or to register
online go to www.Priest4Christ.com
or call 303-282-3729.
Dec. 19: 12:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Annual Psychotherapy Conference:
on marriage and family at Bonfils
Hall at JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele

St., Denver. For more information,
call 703-608-8164 or visit
www.catholicpsychotherapy.org.
March 25, 2011
EnCOURAGE: support group for parents of children who have homosexual tendencies. For more information, call Father Dan Norick at
720-434-2638.

PILGRIMAGES/TOURS
Lenten Pilgrimage: to Rome and
The Holy Land led by Father Tomas
Fraile. For free brochure or more
information call 303-480-1082.
April 4 - 19, 2011
In The Steps Of St. Paul: pilgrimage
scheduled for next spring. Cost is
$2,050 per person for 11-day trip.
Call 303-854-8256 for more information or online at
www.liveoutloudtravel.com.
April 8 - 19, 2011
Holy Land Pilgrimage: with Father
Ron Weissbeck. Call for details and
itinerary, 970-353-7500.
May 3 - 16, 2011
Vincentian Heritage Tour: to France
with Father Lawrence Christensen,
CM. Free brochure at available at
www.GoCatholicTravel.com/Christen
sen or call 303-758-8826.
May 16 - 26, 2011
Pilgrimage To Israel: led by Father
Randy Dollins and former Biblical
School Director Thomas Smith.
Space is limited, information available online at www.gen215.org.
May 22 - June 1, 2011
Spots Are Going Quickly: for pilgrimage to Rome to see Archbishop
Jose Gomez receive his Pallium
from Pope Benedict XVI. Travel
with members of the Archdiocese
of Denver for this once in a lifetime
experience. Call 303-715-3207 or email tess.stone@archden.org for
more information.
June 25 - July 2, 2011
Youth Pilgrimage: to World Youth
Day 2011 in Madrid, Spain. For more
information on this two-week pilgrimage call 303-455-9090.
Aug. 11 - 21, 2011
Travel To France: with parishioners
from St. Frances Cabrini parish. Be
spiritually renewed with visits to
Chartres, Nevers and Lourdes.
Trips to Paris and Lake Geneva included. Call 303-956-2737 for
more information.
Autumn 2011

VOLUNTEERING
Adopt An Elder: for the holidays.
Volunteer your time with home visits and bringing gifts to those who
have no one to remember them
during the holiday season. Call
303-595-6644 for more information.
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