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Archbishop confers papal awards on 24 faithful
BY JOHN GLEASON
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Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., conferred papal
honors on three couples and 18
individuals during an evening
Mass Nov. 7 at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception.
The church was filled to capacity with family, friends and
parishioners for the joyous Mass
that included beautiful contemporary Christian music provided by the Archdiocesan Choir.
The Mass was celebrated by the
archbishop and concelebrated
by priests of the parishes the
honorees attend.
Four people received the
Benemerenti (“To a WellDeserving Person”) Medal,
which is awarded for exceptional
service to the Church. The other
individuals and three couples
were awarded the Cross Pro
Ecclesia Et Pontifice (“For the
Church and Pontiff”) established
by Pope Leo XIII in 1888 to commemorate his golden sacerdotal
jubilee. It is given for distinguished service to the Church.
Nominations for the awards
were made by the archbishop
through the apostolic nuncio,
the permanent diplomatic representative of the Holy See to the
United States. The qualifications for each candidate were
then reviewed and forwarded to
the Vatican’s secretariat of state,
who recommended the candidates to the pope who granted
the awards.
“Those of you who come to
this Mass regularly are probably
wondering why you had trouble
finding a seat?” Archbishop
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RECIPIENTS of the Cross Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice (“For the Church and Pontiff”) are congratulated by Archbishop Charles Chaput and the congregation during a Mass Nov. 7 at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception.
Chaput said, drawing a laugh
from the congregation. “It’s because we are here to honor people for whom we are grateful
that they are among us.
“November is a time when we
remember the dead, beginning
with All Saints and All Souls
days,” he said. “It’s a time when
the days grow short and the
leaves die and fall to the ground
and we think about that impact
on our lives.”
People need to take their
death seriously, the archbishop
said, so they can live their lives in
a deeper, more committed
way—much like those who were
being honored at the Mass.
“We are honoring them for
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their lives of fidelity and generous
love,” he said. “They live how we
should live our lives if we want to
make a difference in the world.”
Following the archbishop’s
homily, Msgr. Thomas Fryar, pastor of Cathedral Basilica, began
the formal awards presentation.
“The Christian life is not about
seeking or getting awards,” the
monsignor said, “but from time
to time the Holy Father recognizes persons for their exceptional service to the Gospel.
Papal honors are rare. Tonight
the Holy Father recognizes four
individuals with the Benemerenti
Medal and 20 with the Cross Pro
Ecclesia et Pontifice. These two
awards are among the highest

honors the pope can bestow on
any person.”
In turn, the honorees were
called forward to receive their
awards
from
Archbishop
Chaput as Msgr. Fryar made
note of their service to the
Catholic community.
Those honored with the
Benemerenti Medal:
Charles Goldberg, senior
partner
with
Rothgerber,
Johnson and Lyons LLP, for
more than 20 years of legal and
legislative counsel to the Church
in northern Colorado. Goldberg
is the first non-Catholic in more
than 25 years to be honored with
this award from the Holy Father.

See Awards, Page 5

THE SAINTS: ST. LEO THE GREAT
c. 400 - 461 / Feast - Nov. 10
Leo served as pope from 440 to 461 and was
assigned the title “the Great.” He was said to
have boundless energy, a large heart and a
strong sense of duty. He centralized authority
in Rome and held firm to the doctrine that
Christ is one person in whom the divine and
human unite. Leo was able to keep Attila the
Hun from Rome, but the city was plundered by Genseric and his
Vandals. Afterward, Leo restored basilicas, established new churches and sent priests and money to captives taken to Africa.
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ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

CHARLES J. CHAPUT O.F.M. CAP.

This week’s Robert George
lecture is not to be missed
The next time someone questions whether faith and reason can enrich each other, or even “coexist,” you might steer
them to this man’s resume:
He served on the President’s Council on Bioethics and as a
presidential appointee to
the United States
Commission on Civil Rights.
ARCHBISHOP’S
He is a former Judicial
LECTURE SERIES
Fellow at the Supreme
Court of the United States,
Speaker: Robert George on
where he received the
“Political Obligations,
Conscience and Human Life”
Justice Tom C. Clark Award.
Educated at Swarthmore,
When: 7 p.m. Nov. 11
Harvard and Oxford, curWhere: Bonfils Hall, JPII
rently he serves on
Center, 1300 S. Steele St.,
UNESCO’s World
Denver
Commission on the Ethics
of Scientific Knowledge and Information: call 303-715-3123
or e-mail info@archden.org
Technology. He is a member of the Council on
Foreign Relations. He is the author of “In Defense of Natural
Law,” “Making Men Moral: Civil Liberties and Public
Morality,” and “The Clash of Orthodoxies: Law, Religion and
Morality in Crisis.” He is a recipient of the Presidential
Citizens Medal. He was the 2007 John Dewey Lecturer in
Philosophy of Law at Harvard University and the 2008 Judge
Guido Calabresi Lecturer at Yale University.
He is the co-author, with Chuck Colson and Dr. Timothy
George (no relation), of the 2009 “Manhattan Declaration: A
Call of Christian Conscience,” which now has nearly 500,000
signatures across the country. He directs Princeton University’s
James Madison Program in American Ideals and Institutions,
and he is a nationally recognized scholar in issues of constitutional law, philosophy of law and political philosophy.
All of these facts about Prof. Robert George are true and
impressive by any secular standard. But they’re also secondary to the central theme of his life. Robert George is a committed, believing Christian, and one of the leading—if not the
leading—Catholic public intellectuals in the United States.
Robert George will speak here in Denver to Catholics of the
archdiocese, and other interested persons, this Thursday
evening, Nov. 11, at 7 p.m.
The Manhattan Declaration he helped craft reads in part:
“While the whole scope of Christian moral concern, including a special concern for the poor and vulnerable, claims our
attention, we are especially troubled that in our nation today
the lives of the unborn, the disabled, and the elderly are severely threatened; that the institution of marriage, already buffeted
by promiscuity, infidelity and divorce, is in jeopardy of being
redefined to accommodate fashionable ideologies; that freedom of religion and the rights of conscience are gravely jeopardized by those who would use the instruments of coercion to
compel persons of faith to compromise their deepest convictions.
“Because the sanctity of human life, the dignity of marriage
as a union of husband and wife, and the freedom of conscience and religion are foundational principles of justice and
the common good, we are compelled by our Christian faith to
speak and act in their defense. In this declaration we affirm: 1)
the profound, inherent, and equal dignity of every human
being as a creature fashioned in the very image of God, possessing inherent rights of equal dignity and life; 2) marriage as
a conjugal union of man and woman, ordained by God from
the creation, and historically understood by believers and nonbelievers alike, to be the most basic institution in society and;
3) religious liberty, which is grounded in the character of God,
the example of Christ, and the inherent freedom and dignity of
human beings created in the divine image.”
It concludes with this challenge:

See Lecture, Page 16
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WORLD WAR II veteran Armand Marchionna, at his home work space where he creates stainedglass angel figures, shows a photo from his days in the U.S. Navy.

Veterans recall their time in service
BY JOHN GLEASON

On Veterans Day, Nov. 11,
Americans will pause to remember the nation’s men and
women who have served their
country in the armed services.
Last week, the Denver Catholic
Register spoke with three veterans who served at different
times in our nation’s history.
Their profiles follow.

Armand Marchionna, WWII
When he was 17, Armand
Marchionna
talked his
father into
signing
a
waiver allowing him
to enlist in
the
U.S.
Navy. The year was 1943 and
the Pennsylvania youth wanted
to be part of the nation’s effort
to fight the Axis power in World
War II.
“Most of my friends were
older than me and they all enlisted,” said Marchionna, who
is now 85. “It’s what everyone
was doing so I talked my dad
into it.”
After basic training, Marchionna was sent to the Pacific and

was assigned to the troop transport U.S.S. Rockbridge where
he drove a landing craft.
“I drove the troops up onto
the beach and lowered the
ramp so they could all jump
out,” he said. “The tough part
was when you went to leave. If
you backed-up too fast, the
craft could turn around and tip
over.”
Later he was assigned to a
sub-chaser, PC 1139, one of
whose officers was an actor
who had interrupted his thenBroadway career to also serve
his country—Kirk Douglas.
“Our job was to use sonar in
hopes of detecting a sub,” he
said. “And when we had one in
our sites, we’d drop depth
charges.”
In talking with Marchionna,
who attained the rank of petty
officer third class, about his
wartime experiences, he said
the most significant event he
witnessed took place in Japan’s
Tokyo Bay.
“Our boat was very close to
the USS Missouri where the
surrender ceremony was being
held. Our captain said we’d be
witnessing something historic,” he said. “I took a pair of
binoculars and watched the
whole thing. It was really

something to see.”
In 1946 Marchionna was discharged. He married and
worked in a ball bearing factory
for 30 years. Now retired,
Marchionna has been a parishioner at Shine of St. Anne
Parish in Arvada since 1979. He
spends a lot of time on his
hobby, working in stained
glass. His current project is creating angels, which he sells and
then donates the money to a
trust fund for the Denver
Archdiocese’s seminaries. He
said that on Veterans Day he’ll
observe a moment of silence,
remembering those friends of
his who didn’t return home
from war.
“We all went because knew it
was what we had to do,” he
said. “And we’re glad we did.”

Cynthia Lazzara, Cold War

Cynthia Lazzara joined the
U.S.
Air
Force right
out of high
school
in
1974 as a
way to further her education and
see the world. Now 54 and a

See Veterans, Page 7
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Vigil to ‘storm heaven’ for return to culture of life
BY JULIE FILBY

In an unprecedented request, Pope Benedict XVI has
asked all Catholics worldwide
to join him in prayer on the
Saturday of Thanksgiving
weekend to demonstrate their
commitment to life.
On Nov. 27 at St. Peter’s
Basilica in Rome, the pope
will celebrate a Vigil for All
Nascent Human Life, coinciding with the start of Advent. At
6 p.m. the same day,
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., invites the faithful of northern Colorado to
join him in a vigil at Denver’s
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception.
“The Holy Father wants us
to join in prayer for life—on
the same date and time in all
dioceses,” said Mimi Eckstein,
director of the archdiocese’s
Respect Life Office. “We are to
storm heaven for a return to a
culture of life worldwide: all
Catholic voices in unison on
Nov. 27 praying with their
bishops.”
There are 195 Catholic dioceses in the United States.
The Denver Vigil for All
Nascent Human Life will consist of exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament
with
evening
prayer, recitation of psalms,
singing of Gospel canticle,
silent prayer and Benediction,
according to John Miller, associate director of liturgy for the
archdiocese.
“The vigil coincides with first
vespers of the First Sunday of
Advent,” Miller said. “It’s significant because (Advent) is a
time of waiting for Our Savior

VIGIL FOR
ALL NASCENT
HUMAN LIFE
Celebrant: Archbishop Charles
J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
When: 6 p.m., Nov. 27
Where: Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception,
1530 Logan St., Denver
Who: All are invited

to come; a time of waiting with
patience and dignity for a child
to be born.”
Eckstein echoed the importance of the vigil taking place at
the start of Advent.
“Advent brings to mind
many images and prayers
about Our Lady and St. Joseph
waiting for Christ’s birth—and
how we were saved by Christ
coming into the world,” she
said, “making manifest God’s
love for each of us.”
In a statement released Sept.
28 by the U.S. bishops’ committee on Pro-Life Activities,
chairman Cardinal Daniel N.
DiNardo of Galveston-Houston
encouraged participation in
the worldwide vigil.
“I heartily encourage all
Catholics, whether at home or
traveling over the Thanksgiving
holidays, to take part in this
special prayer whose purpose
according to the Holy See is to
‘thank the Lord for his total
self-giving to the world and for
his Incarnation which gave
every human life its real worth
and dignity,’ and to ‘invoke the
Lord’s protection over every
human being called into exis-

tence,’” he wrote.
Cardinal DiNardo cited three
particular risks in today’s society: abortion, embryonic stemcell research and “a renewed
campaign for legalizing physician-assisted suicide.”
He also noted recent surveys
demonstrate that a “rift continues to widen between the
moral principles expressed by a
majority of Americans and the
actions of government” on
public policy issues such as
federal funding of abortion and
government support for embryonic stem-cell research. In a
recent poll, 67 percent of those
surveyed indicated they oppose federal funding of abortion in health care. However in
March, Congress passed a
health-care reform law that allows for federal funding abortion in some programs.
“With each passing year, the
need for personal and public
witness grounded in God’s
boundless love for each and
every human being grows
more urgent,” he wrote.
Cardinal DiNardo urged
every Catholic to be “a voice for
the child in the womb, and for
the embryonic human being at
risk of becoming a mere object
of research, and for the neglected sick and elderly.”
In addition to every bishop in
the world observing the vigil,
the pope asked “all parishes
and religious communities” to
participate as well.
For more information about
the Vigil for all Nascent
Human Life, contact the
Respect Life Office at 303-7153205 or e-mail RespectLife.
Office@archden.org.

White Mass honors those who heal

The annual White Mass to
honor Catholic health-care
providers was held mid-day
Oct. 17 at the Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception
in
downtown
Denver.
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., was the main celebrant. Auxiliary Bishop James
Conley, episcopal liaison for
the Denver Guild of the
Catholic Medical Association,
concelebrated the Mass.
The White Mass, so named
by the color worn by those in
the medical profession, gathers
health-care
professionals
under the patronage of St. Luke
to ask God’s blessing upon patients, doctors, nurses and
caregivers. The Mass is held
near the feast day of St. Luke,
Oct. 18. The tradition of the
White Mass in the United
States traces its beginnings to
the
Catholic
Medial
Association.
The Denver Guild of the
Catholic Medical Association

RESPECT LIFE

BISHOP ROBERT W. FINN

Divine mercy and the
death penalty
This column is the final one in the 2010-2011 Respect Life series of the U.S. bishops’ Pro-Life Secretariat.
In January of 1999, Pope John Paul II made a pastoral visit to
St. Louis. When he met with Gov. Mel Carnahan of Missouri, the
Holy Father asked him to commute the death sentence of
Darrell Mease, who was scheduled to be executed in the next
weeks. Carnahan granted the pope’s wish, saying he was moved
by the pope’s appeal for mercy.
The pope did not request a reevaluation of the merits of the
condemned man’s case. Rather, he presented a simple and
straightforward petition for mercy. The sentence was changed
from death by lethal injection to life imprisonment without parole. The common good of society remained protected from the
perpetrator. Justice was not confounded, but a higher purpose
was served in putting aside the irreversible remedy of death.
The Church’s stance on capital punishment has always been
based on the responsibility to protect society. St. Thomas
Aquinas says that the legitimate civil authority is obliged to defend people from a dangerous criminal. At the same time, he
cautions, “The execution of the wicked is forbidden wherever
… the wicked are not clearly distinguished from the good.”
Besides reminding us of well-known cases where innocent people were condemned to die, this should remind us that as
Christians we are urged not to see anyone as irredeemably
wicked.

An alternative to the death penalty
Prior to his intervention in St. Louis, Pope John Paul had laid
out his case for the limitation of the use of the death penalty in
his 1995 encyclical “The Gospel of Life” (“Evangelium Vitae”)
and in his extraordinary 1997 modification of the “Catechism of
the Catholic Church” (CCC). He still allowed for the application
of the death penalty as a just choice that authority may make in
its responsibility to safeguard society from the unjust aggressor.
Yet the revised text goes on to say: “Today, in fact, as a consequence of the possibilities which the state has for effectively
preventing crime, by rendering one who has committed an offense incapable of doing harm—without definitively taking
away from him the possibility of redeeming himself—the cases
in which the execution of the offender is an absolute necessity
‘are very rare, if not practically nonexistent.’”
The sworn responsibility of authority to secure the common
good is not easily laid aside. But here the Church, convinced
that society can be protected without executing dangerous
criminals, charges us to look to a less violent, less final remedy.
The catechism directs us to a solution that preserves the common good without definitively curtailing the individual good of
the perpetrator, offering him the opportunity for redemption.
Each man, no matter how sinful and flawed, has a final purpose
and call to salvation, one that we ought not too easily or unnecessarily preempt.
The above is the “ought” for laying aside the death penalty:
legitimate authority can fulfill its responsibility using lesser but
sufficient means for protecting the common good. But we
should add that the argument of divine mercy, while never violating justice, transcends the human “ought.”

Mercy surpasses justice and heals hurts

PHOTO BY ROBERT LINN

THE DENVER bishops pose with officers and board members of
the Denver Guild of the Catholic Medical Association.
holds monthly meetings that Medicine.” She will also discuss
start with Mass and continue this year’s schedule, which inwith a conference. The new cludes a retreat. For more inpresident is Dr. Michelle formation, visit www.denver
Stanford. At the Nov. 17 meet- cma.org, call 303-715-3144 or
ing she will speak on the topic e-mail sister. nickel@archden.
“Restoring the Integrity of org.

The correct dispensing of justice always seeks to provide
something which is well suited to the person and the circumstance. Justice is giving each person his “due” (CCC, No. 1807).
When Jesus freely submitted to human “justice,” he provided
by means of his cross an act of justification that, because he
was divine, satisfied all our sins.
God did not abolish justice. Rather, God intended by the offering of his Son to purge human justice of any sense of wrath
or revenge. Time and again we see that violence begets violence
in a seeming unending spiral. God told St. Faustina that
“Mankind will not have peace until it turns with trust to my
mercy.”

See Life, Page 13
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Lessons from the postVietnam military
In mid-September, I ran into retired General Barry McCaffrey
in the green room at the NBC studios in Washington. He was
discussing the latest turn in the don’t-ask-don’t-tell wars; I was
providing commentary on Pope Benedict’s visit to the U.K. In
between our appearances (known in the trade as “hits”),
McCaffrey asked me about my new work on John Paul II, “The
End and the Beginning,” and we discussed the late pope’s role
in the Long Lent of scandal in 2002, which I describe at length
in the book. We then fell to talking about the reform of the U.S.
military after the debacle of Vietnam, in which McCaffrey
played a significant role. I mentioned that I had long had a
hunch that there were lessons in that process of institutional
self-renewal for the Church, and he promised to send me a
book on the subject, “Prodigal Soldiers” by James Kitfield.
“Prodigal Soldiers” confirmed my hunch that authentic Catholic
reformers have a lot to learn from the men who turned a crumbling Army—riven by racial hatreds, beset by drug problems far
greater than those of society at large, weak in discipline and even
weaker in strategic understanding—into the high-tech, high-energy, no-nonsense force that is the U.S. Army today. The American
military, in 2010, is arguably the best-functioning major institution
in our country, despite the strains caused by two wars and a large
number of smaller overseas deployments. How did this happen?
The Army was in terrible shape after Vietnam, and it was its
younger officers—the captains and majors who had seen their
men’s lives wasted by stupid civilian strategists in Washington
whom the brass declined to confront—who began to say,
“Never again.”
They refused to accept the ingrained American attitude that,
while our typical lack of preparedness meant that we almost always lost the first battles of any war in which we finally engaged, we would inevitably bludgeon the enemy into surrender
with a vast industrial mobilization. There wouldn’t be time for
this in future wars, the reformers believed; and in any event, it
was an immoral waste of soldiers’ lives to use Napoleonic,
massed army tactics rather than the maneuver warfare mastered by such great commanders as Alexander the Great and
Robert E. Lee. Concurrently, the reformers jettisoned the hoary
prejudices and ancient inter-service rivalries that had been another impediment in Vietnam, creating a new model of “joint
operations” in which land, air and sea forces are thoroughly integrated in the command structure, with everyone therefore
pulling on the same oar, in the same direction.
They insisted that the Army stop accepting social misfits in
order to fulfill recruiting quotas. They were determined to rid
the Army of racism, and took the educational and disciplinary
measures necessary to do it. They worked vigorously to stamp
out drub abuse, both by rehabilitation programs and by discharging those who couldn’t be helped. They convinced the authorities, both military and civilian, to make life something less
than an ongoing, low-grade misery in barracks. They stressed
educational opportunity for recruits, and they rebuilt the backbone of the Army, the career non-coms whose ranks had been
particularly decimated by Vietnam.
Above all, they were self-critical, and learned to be even more
thoughtfully self-critical in the revamped graduate programs
they helped force into the military’s advanced command
schools. They took risks in challenging superiors, and they
challenged those of their peers who couldn’t cut it. They were
prepared to resign rather than see out their careers in comfort,
if the latter meant risking a repeat of the disaster through which
they had lived as young officers.
There are important lessons here for seminary reform, for the
relations between priests and bishops, and for relations among
the bishops themselves. Catholic clerical culture today, especially at its higher altitudes, still exhibits some of the characteristics that helped turn what came to light in 2002 from sin and
crime into scandal. The analogy to the post-Vietnam Army isn’t
a perfect one, but there’s a lot for the Church to learn from the
hard path of self-renewal taken by the U.S. armed forces.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Nov. 14: 33rd Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Malachi 3:19-20
• Psalm 98:5-9
• 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12
• Luke 21:5-19
Synopsis: Two themes stand
out in this week’s readings: the
last judgment and the coming of
Christ. Malachi is the last book
in the Old Testament. As such it
forms a kind of ‘bridge’ between
the Old Testament and the New
Testament. “Malachi” means
“my messenger.” Though he
criticizes the priests and the
people for their sins, the book
ends in hope that God will raise
up a remnant that will be faithful
to the covenant. Malachi was
associated with the temple and
lived in Jerusalem around 500450
B.C.
following
the
Babylonian Captivity. He was
primarily concerned with
restoring the priesthood and
temple worship, the sanctity of
marriage and justice for the
powerless and the poor. When
the Lord comes, he “will rule the
world with justice and the peoples with equity” (Ps 98:9). In

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Pope’s message
Regarding
“Pope
asks
Catholics to reflect on impact
of work, free time on family”
(Sept. 29, Denver Catholic
Register).
Pope Benedict has asked
Catholics around the world to
use this year to reflect upon
their lives and on the amount
of work they are doing. He also
is telling people to spend more
time with their families. He
said that should get people
ready for the Seventh World
Meeting for Families (Milan,
May 30-June 3, 2012).
The pope said that the book
of Genesis makes it clear we
should rest and thank God for
the blessings he gives us. He
said we have little time together with the family because even

this week’s second reading, the
apostle Paul reminds us of the
importance of work. Some
members of the Church in
Thessalonica believed that the
“day of the Lord” was imminent
and so work was pointless. As a
result, they stopped working
and lived off the toil of others.
Worse yet, they were busybodies, upsetting the peace and stability of the Church. Paul urges
them to mind their own business and “work quietly.” In the
Gospel reading, Jesus warns the
disciples about the crisis that’s
about happen. The days will
come,” he says “when there will
not be left a stone upon another
stone that will not be thrown
down.” Persecutions would test
the faith of the disciples, but not
‘a hair on their heads would be
destroyed.’ Jesus’ prediction of
Jerusalem’s destruction came to
pass in A.D. 70 when Rome
crushed a rebellion.
Key verse: “He will rule the
world with justice and the peoples with equity” (Ps 98:9)
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “Before Christ’s second coming, the Church must
pass through a final trial that will
shake the faith of many believers. The persecution that ac-

companies her pilgrimage on
earth will unveil the ‘mystery of
iniquity’ in the form of a religious deception offering men an
apparent solution to their problems at the price of apostasy
from the truth” (No. 675).
Pope Benedict XVI: “From the
beginning the Church lives in
prayerful waiting for her Lord,
scrutinizing the signs of the
times and putting the faithful on
guard against recurring messiahs, who from time to time announce the world’s end as imminent. Let us not fear the future,
even when it can appear with
bleak colors, because the God of
Jesus Christ, who entered history
to open it to its transcendent fulfillment, is the alpha and the
omega, the first and the last (Rv
1: 8)” (Angelus, Nov. 18, 2007).
Life application: For the
wicked the “day of the Lord” will
burn like fire, but for the faithful
it will come as the “sun of justice
with healing in its rays.”
Therefore we have nothing to
fear. Jesus did not promise to
shield us from every misfortune,
but he did assure us that no matter what, “not a hair on your
head will be destroyed.” For the
One who judges, is also the One
who heals and forgives.

days off are often spent shopping. Sundays are the most important days to dedicate to God
and to the family.
This article in the Register is a
great message from our Holy
Father telling us that we need
to spend more time with the
family and to not worry so
much about work. We should
spend Sundays enjoying our
family while we are alive. This is
our only chance in a lifetime
before it’s all over. It makes me
happy to hear about the pope’s
message. I agree with it.
Life is not about how much
money you can make or to see
if you can live alone and survive without anyone to love. A
family is the number one
thing a person can have.
Families do so many great
things such as loving, feeding
and cherishing each other. A
family makes you ready for

life. Jesus taught us to love one
another; love your family as
well.
Nicholas Gallegos
Denver
Nicolas Gallegos is a sophomore at East High School.
His family attends Blessed
Sacrament Catholic Church.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250 words
and should include the writer’s name, address and telephone number. We rely on our
readers to recognize that the opinions expressed in letters to the editor are those of
the author and are not necessarily those of
the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation
or libelous statements will not be printed.
Unsigned letters will not be printed. Letters
will be edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver,
CO 80210 or fax to 303-715-2045. E-mail
us at: editor@archden.org.

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE

Nov. 11: Lecture by Professor Robert George,
“Political Obligations, Conscience and Human Life,”
Bonfils Hall, JPII Center (7 p.m.)

Nov. 10: Mass, Fellowship of Catholic of Catholic
University Students, employees’ chapel,
Northglenn (8:40 a.m.)

Nov. 13-18: U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Fall
Meeting, Baltimore

Nov. 11: Mass for seminarians and faculty, Christ
the King Chapel, JPII Center (12:10 p.m.); lecture
by Professor Robert George, “Political Obligations,
Conscience and Human Life,” Bonfils Hall, JPII
Center (7 p.m.)

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Very Rev. Joseph L. Gallegos, C.R., granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately, until his ministry in the archdiocese is completed. He will be in residence at St.
Andrew Seminary, Denver, Colo.

CORRECTION
An ad in last week’s Denver Catholic Register for the
2011 Archdiocesan Directory had the wrong price.
The directory costs $15. The Register apologizes for
any confusion the error may have caused.

Nov. 12: Mass for seminarians, spirituality year
house chapel, JP II Center (7 a.m.); afternoon hike
with spirituality year men
Nov. 13: Mass, Mother of God Parish (4 p.m. and 6
p.m.)
Nov. 14: Mass, Mother of God Parish (7 a.m. and
8:30 a.m.)
Nov. 15-18: U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Fall Meeting, Baltimore
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RECIPIENTS of the Benemerenti (To a Well-Deserving Person”) Medal—from left,
Timothy Gray, Charles Goldberg and Luis Soto—are congratulated by the archbishop
and the congregation Nov. 7 at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception.

Awards
From Page 1

Timothy Gray, co-founder and president of the Augustine Institute, for leadership in seminary, biblical and Catholic lay
education.
Luis Soto, director of the archdiocese’s
Hispanic Ministry Office and executive
director of the Hispanic institute Centro
San Juan Diego, for service in Hispanic
ministry as a leader teaching the faith,
building community and promoting a
spirit of unity within the Church across
ethnic and cultural differences.
Maria del Mar Muñoz-Visoso, founder
of the archdiocese’s Spanish-language
newspaper El Pueblo Católico. MuñozVisoso also helped found Centro San Juan
Diego before joining the U.S. Catholic
bishops in Washington, D.C. She was unable to attend the Mass and received her
medal separately.
Those honored with the Cross Pro
Ecclesia et Pontifice:
Alejandro Bermudez, a consecrated
layman of the Sodalitium Christianae
Vitae (Sodality of Christian Life), founder
of the Catholic News Agency and director
of Asi-Prensa, for exceptional leadership
in Catholic journalism, public policy
counsel and social communications.
Mary Cohen, principal of St. Mary
School in Littleton, for service in Catholic
education and volunteer leadership.
Martha Downey and Deacon Hugh
Downey of Spirit of Christ Parish in
Arvada, for medical missionary work in
Africa through their nonprofit organization Lalmba.
Socorro Garcia and Deacon Modesto
Garcia, for their witness as a diaconal
couple and their work in the apostolates
of religious education, Hispanic ministry,
migrant ministry and outreach to prisoners in Colorado’s penal system.
Sean Innerst, instructor at St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary and the
Catechetical School and co-founder and
faculty member of the Augustine
Institute, for service in seminary, catechetical and lay Catholic graduate education.
Gerald Laber, president and CEO of
The Catholic Foundation, for his personal generosity to the Church and Catholic
causes and financial leadership in the
Catholic community.
Mary Leisring, director of Black
Catholic Ministry, for leadership in

Catholic African-American apostolic
work and building friendships with other
key Catholic ministries.
Marc Lenzini, theology teacher at
Bishop Machebeuf High School, for service in Catholic secondary education and
knowledge of Catholic culture and belief.
Yolanda Luna,director of Hispanic ministry at Queen of Peace Parish in Aurora,
for work in Hispanic catechetical ministry.
Victoria McCabe, longtime instructor
at Regis University, for a career of Catholic
witness in higher education.
Patricia McDonald, retired executive assistant, for 23 years of professional support
to the archbishops of Denver: Cardinal J.
Francis Stafford and his successor,
Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Rosemary Nelson, retired director of
the archdiocese’s Risk Management
Office, for 16 years of diocesan staff service and spirit of Christian discipleship.
Therese Polakovic, co-foundress and
executive director of ENDOW (Educating
on the Nature and Dignity of Women), for
leadership in Catholic women’s ministry
and Catholic education for inner-city and
financially challenged families.
Theodore Sevier, maintenance volunteer at the John Paul II Center, for service to
the many practical needs of the Church.
Katharina Smith and Deacon John
Smith: Katharina for encouragement
and support to her husband’s diaconal
service and Deacon Smith, director of
deacon formation at St. Francis School of
Theology for Deacons, for service in a
wide variety of diaconal ministries.
Loretto Sister Mary Catherine Widger,
co-foundress and associate director of the
Bridge Community and associate director
for Special Religious Education, for service
to the mentally and physically disabled.
Msgr. Fryar told the congregation that
the 24th honoree, who asked for
anonymity for family reasons, would receive their award in a private ceremony.
“The archdiocese is blessed with many
hundreds of people who witness the
Gospel in heroic ways every day,” he said.
“In honoring these deserving persons
with the Cross Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice
and the Benemerenti Medal tonight, the
Holy Father rightly acknowledges the example of their lives. But he also honors all
of our good people, and he invites each of
us to follow Jesus Christ with the same
unselfish love.”
The congregation acknowledged the
honorees by a thunderous applause. A
reception followed the Mass.
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Bishops consider historic agreement
with Reformed churches on baptism
BY NANCY FRAZIER O’BRIEN

WASHINGTON (CNS)—As the
U.S. Catholic bishops prepare to
consider a common agreement
on baptism with four Protestant
church communities, they “stand
at an important juncture” in the
quest for Christian unity, according to the chairman of the bishops’ Committee on Ecumenical
and Interreligious Affairs.
Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory
of Atlanta said the “Common
Agreement
on
Mutual
Recognition of Baptism,” to be
voted on at the bishops’ fall general assembly Nov. 15-18 in
Baltimore, would affirm “the
unity that Christ has given to the
baptized members of his body, a
unity that is ever fragile and always in need of support from the
pastors of the church.”
The proposed agreement,
which requires an up or down
vote by the bishops and cannot
be amended, was drawn up over
the past six years by a team of
scholars from the CatholicReformed dialogue group, made
up of representatives of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops,
Christian Reformed Church in
North America, Presbyterian
Church (USA), Reformed Church
in America and United Church of
Christ.
While other bishops’ conferences around the world have entered into similar agreements
with Protestant communities in
their regions, the proposed document is unprecedented for the
U.S. Catholic Church.
The agreement has already

been ratified by the Presbyterian
Church. If the USCCB approves
it, any baptisms performed in either Catholic or Presbyterian
churches after that would be mutually recognized, as long as the
proper formula is used and documented.
The other three Protestant
communities are to consider the
agreement at their national
meetings in the coming months.
Calling baptism “the sacramental gateway into the
Christian life,” the agreement
says baptism “is to be conferred
only once, because those who are
baptized are decisively incorporated into the body of Christ.”
For baptisms to be mutually
recognized by the five churches,
the baptismal rite must use water
and the Trinitarian formula,
“Father, Son and Holy Spirit,” the
document says. It also encourages Reformed church communities to use baptismal registers,
as Catholic parishes already do,
and to document the liturgical
formula used in the ceremony.
The agreement encourages
continued dialogue between
Catholic and Reformed leaders
“about theology and pastoral
practice from local to international settings.”
“Pastoral leaders engaged in
such dialogue embody our hopes
for unity, collaborative effort and
common witness,” it said. “We
believe that respectful dialogue
can provide a strong witness to
the wider church about our commitment to a relationship in
Christ and can stand as a safe-

guard against the unreflective
judgments that have, at certain
times in our history, diminished
and distorted our relations.”
Each church also will issue its
own “reception statement,” designed to explain the new agreement to its own members. The
proposed Catholic document
will come before the bishops for
approval and can be amended.
The Catholic reception statement says that the common
agreement “signifies a renewed
dedication to theological dialogue between the Catholic
Church and the historic
Protestant communions.”
The common agreement on
baptism was one result of the
seventh round of the CatholicReformed dialogue that ended
with a meeting in Henryville,
Ind., in October.
The dialogue also produced a
report on baptism, titled “These
Living Waters,” and a document
on the Eucharist/Lord’s Supper
called “This Bread of Life.”
The dialogue report on
Eucharist noted significant convergences, divergences and areas
of mutual appreciation between
both traditions.
“A surprise was that the
Eucharist/Lord’s Supper paper
was not as difficult as I thought it
would be,” said Franciscan
Father Dennis Tamburello of
Siena College, one of the Catholic
members of the dialogue group,
in a USCCB news release. “We
may not be on the same page,
but we are a lot closer to the same
page than we thought.”

Vatican confirms request of five
Anglican bishops to join Church

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Five
Anglican bishops have decided
to join the Catholic Church and
step down from their current
positions with the Church of
England, a Vatican spokesman
said.
Jesuit
Father
Federico
Lombardi, director of the
Vatican press office, confirmed
to reporters a statement issued
Nov. 8 by the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of England and
Wales welcoming the five bishops.
Father Lombardi said that a
“constitution” that would govern the entry of former bishops
of the Anglican Communion
was being studied.
One year ago, Pope Benedict
XVI established a special structure for Anglicans who want to
be in full communion with the
Roman Catholic Church while
preserving aspects of their
Anglican spiritual and liturgical
heritage. The move was seen as a

bridge to those unhappy with
recent Anglican decisions on the
ordination of women and the
acceptance of homosexuality in
some areas.
Father
Lombardi
said,
“Regarding the declaration of
five bishops until now belonging
to the Anglican Communion
who have decided to join the
Catholic Church and who therefore are obliged by conscience to
resign from their current pastoral duties in the Church of
England, we can confirm that
the constitution of a first ordinariate is under study, according
to the norms established by the
Apostolic
Constitution
‘Anglicanorum coetibus,’ and
that any further decisions regarding this will be communicated at the proper moment.”
Under the arrangement
Anglicans can be received into
the Catholic Church as a group
while retaining their distinctive
patrimony and liturgical prac-

tices, including married priests.
Father Lombardi was referring to a statement issued Nov. 8
by the Episcopal Commission of
the
Catholic
Bishops’
Conference of England and
Wales that said, “We welcome
the decision of Bishops Andrew
Burnham, Keith Newton, John
Broadhurst, Edwin Barnes and
David Silk to enter into full communion with the Catholic
Church through the Ordinariate
for England and Wales, which
will be established under the
provisions of the apostolic constitution ‘Anglicanorum coetibus.’”
“At our plenary session next
week, the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of England and
Wales will be exploring the establishment of the ordinariate
and the warm welcome we will
be extending to those who seek
to be part of it. Further information will be made known after
the meeting.”

Flooding in Haiti

CNS PHOTO/EDUARDO MUNOZ, REUTERS

A HAITIAN woman walks in a flooded street Nov. 6 in Port-auPrince after Hurricane Tomas brushed the island. Tomas left
nearly 6,000 families homeless.

BRIEFS

Taxation measures,
legalizing marijuana
rejected by voters
WASHINGTON (CNS)—In a
year when tax and budget issues dominated the ballot
questions
before
voters,
Catholic leaders offered the
guidance of Catholic social
teaching but generally remained neutral on specific referendum topics. In states
where the Catholic bishops
took a strong stand on a ballot
measure, however, voters
seemed to generally follow the
bishops’ advice. Fifty-four percent of California voters rejected a move to make the state
the first in the nation to legalize marijuana for recreational
use. Although the California
Catholic Conference remained
neutral on the nine propositions before voters there,
Bishop Salvatore J. Cordileone
of Oakland presented several
arguments against the marijuana question in an Oct. 22
commentary. In Arizona and
Colorado, the Catholic bishops
had opposed a wide range of
fiscal measures that they said
could harm the state’s poorest
citizens by cutting taxes or
limiting the state’s ability to
raise revenues. The proposals
were rejected by solid margins.
In Massachusetts, the bishops
urged a “no” vote on an initiative to repeal a state law promoting the building of low-income housing. The initiative
failed, with 58 percent of the
voters against it and 42 percent in favor. The only abortion-related question on the
Nov. 2 ballot was in Colorado,
where voters again rejected a
proposed amendment that
would have defined a human
being from the moment of fertilization as a person under
state law. Both in 2008 and in
2010, only 23 percent of
Colorado voters supported the
measure.

Castro joins Church
leaders as Cuba
opens first seminary
in 50 years

HAVANA (CNS)—In a ceremony joined by President Raul
Castro, Cuba’s Catholic bishops inaugurated the San
Carlos and San Ambrosio
Seminary Nov. 3, the country’s
first major Church-related
construction in the half century since the revolution led by
Fidel Castro. Joined by Cuba’s
bishops and representatives of
the Vatican and of the Catholic
Church in the United States,
Mexico,
Italy
and
the
Bahamas, Havana Cardinal
Jaime Ortega Alamino noted
that the late Pope John Paul II
blessed the first stone of the
new seminary at a Mass during his January 1998 visit to
the island. At that point, thenPresident Fidel Castro pledged
his support for the project, the
cardinal said. “That promise
has been faithfully completed,” he said, adding his thanks
to the Castros, “that this work
was completed properly with
the help of the state.” Among
the 300 guests attending the
official opening were the
apostolic nuncio to Cuba,
Archbishop Giovanni Becciu;
Miami Archbishop Thomas G.
Wenski;
Carl
Anderson,
supreme knight of the Knights
of Columbus; and Mexican
Archbishop Emilio Berlie
Belaunzaran of Yucatan.
Cuban government representatives included the foreign
minister, the minister of culture, the head of the office of
religious affairs of the ruling
Communist Party and the historian of Havana. A message
sent in the name of Pope
Benedict XVI said he hoped
the seminary’s inauguration
would be “a sign and a stimulus for a renewed commitment to strive for careful
human, spiritual and academic preparation” for priestly
ministry.
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Veterans
From Page 2
member of St. James Parish in Denver,
the mother of two and self-professed
“Cold War Vet,” still works for the Air
Force as a budget analyst. She said enlisting was the right thing to do and, if
given the opportunity to do over,
wouldn’t change a thing.
“I was in the Air Force for eight
years,” she said, “and I’m proud of my
time there, it was what I wanted to do.
It gave me a chance to serve my country—and it’s the place where I met my
future husband.”
Following basic training in San
Antonio, Texas, Lazzara was briefly stationed at Peterson Air Force Base in
Colorado Springs before receiving orders that sent her to Germany. There
she was assigned to accounting and finance at Spangdahlem Air Station.
Although she spent most off her time in
an office, there were occasions when
her time in the military took on a much
more serious tone.
“In order for us to get to Berlin, we’d
have to drive through East Germany,”
she said. “At the check points, we’d see
the East German troops at the guard
stations; baby-faced kids with machine
guns looking us over as they examined
our passports. It was unnerving.”
During these instances, which were
before the Nov. 9, 1989, fall of the
Berlin Wall, Lazzara couldn’t help but
think what would happen if for some
reason, they weren’t allowed to return
to their base.

“The soldiers would take our passports for long periods of time and we’d
wonder what would happen if they didn’t give them back,” she said. “Would we
ever be seen again?”
When she got out of the service,
Lazzara used the G.I. Bill to finish her
education and today works as a civilian
employee at Buckley Air Force Base in
Aurora. She has friends on active service who have been deployed around the
world and knows what it means for
them and their families to be separated.
“We keep in touch with them by email and send off care packages,” she
said. “They’re never far from our minds.
It’s hard for anyone who hasn’t been
oversees to know how lonely it can be. I
have a mother’s heart and it brings me
to tears to see the sacrifice that these
young people are called on to make.”
Lazzara said that she’ll go to Mass on
Veterans Day and go to the cemetery to
put flags on the veteran’s graves.
“It’s a quiet way to honor those
who’ve done what they were asked to
do,” she said.

Paul Kelly, Operation Desert Storm
On Jan. 1, 2011, Paul Kelly, 38, will be
officially retired after
a 20-year career in
the U.S. Air Force.
Entering the service
right out of high
school, he also saw
the military as a way
to get an education
while serving his country—and he’s
served in many places.

“Following basic training in Texas,
where I was trained in communications, I was sent to Misawa, Japan,
where I worked signal collection for
four years,” he said. “After that, my job
took me to Fort Meade, Maryland,
where I worked for the National
Security Agency, and then it was on to
Korea for a year at Osan Air Force
Base.”
Despite all his travel and work, Kelly
managed to find time to take classes
and earned a degree in computer science. His last job, before coming to
Colorado, was in Iraq where he volunteered for duty attached to an Army
Explosive Ordinance Disposal Team—
a bomb disposal unit.
“I was doing CSI (crime scene investigation) at all the incidents that occurred in my area,” he said.
“Following training in biometrics and
forensic analysis my team and I would
go out and do post-blast analysis and

gather evidence and intelligence. It
certainly was different from communications training.”
As far as why he and others of his
generation were so quick to enlist in
the military, Kelly believes timing was
central.
“Operation Desert Shield was just
underway when I signed up,” he said.
“During my basic (training) the posture changed to offensive—to
Operation Desert Storm—and I was
surrounded by people who wanted to
go and be a part of it, to serve in this
offensive. It made people feel proud to
help.”
In addition to serving his country
and getting an education, Kelly feels
he received a special gift from the military.
“It instills a sense of pride and citizenship I don’t believe you can get any
other way,” he said.
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Pastoral musicians to be honored at St. Cecilia Mass
Workshop to be
offered on new
Roman Missal
BY JOHN GLEASON

To prepare Church musicians for the new Roman
Missal, this year a luncheon,
lecture and workshop will follow the annual St. Cecilia
Mass.
The Mass will be held 10
a.m. Nov. 20 at Queen of
Vietnamese Martyrs Church,
4655 Harlan St. in Wheat
Ridge. The Mass, which includes a special blessing for
all those who support the
ministry of music including
cantors, choir members and
music directors, will acknowledge the winners of the St.

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

ST. CECILIA is depicted in stained glass in the choir loft at
the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception in
downtown Denver.
Cecilia Award, presented to
pastoral musicians for their
dedication to Church music.
Celebrant for this year’s
Mass will be Auxiliary Bishop

James D. Conley. Homilist will
be Father Patrick Dolan, pastor of Most Precious Blood
Parish in Denver, who is himself an accomplished musician.
This year’s recipients of the
award are: Dan Wyatt of St.
Frances Cabrini Parish in
Littleton, Jackie Reid of Spirit

of Christ Parish in Arvada and
Penny Shuster (honored
posthumously) of St. Michael
the Archangel Parish in
Aurora. All three winners will
be profiled in an upcoming
issue of the Denver Catholic
Register.
The names of the honored
are selected by peer acclamation, according to John Miller,
associate director for the
archdiocese’s Office of Liturgy.
“We gather the names of
those people nominated,” he
said, “review them and submit
them to the archbishop for selection.”
A third-century woman of
noble birth, Cecilia married a
Roman by the name of
Valerian. After the marriage,
Valerian and his brother
Tiburtius
converted
to
Christianity. Soon however,
the two men were found out
and martyred, a fate that
eventually caught up with
Cecilia.
Since
the
Renaissance, St. Cecilia is usu-

ally depicted with a viola or
small organ.
Rehearsal for those who wish
to sing with the choir at the St.
Cecilia Mass will begin at 9 a.m.
Nov. 20. A reception and lunch
will follow the Mass and Bishop
Conley will deliver a talk regarding the impact of the
missal, which is set to go into
use next year. Musician Jerry
Galipeau, associate editor with
New Library Publications, will
present a workshop from 12:45
p.m. to 3 p.m.
“The new missal will be
used for the first time on the
First Sunday of Advent, 2011,”
Miller said, adding that
Galipeau’s lecture will “go over
the changes that people will
find in the new missal. He’ll
have the forensic details of
what the missal holds whereas Bishop Conley’s talk will
deal more with the spiritual
aspects of the missal.”
For more information, call
the Office of Liturgy at 303715-3221.

Cathedral welcomes new music director
BY JOHN GLEASON

The Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception
has a new music director.
Brandon Spence took over the
position Sept. 21 from John
Miller, who will continue as
the associate director for the
Office of Liturgy.
Spence, 54, is single and
comes to Denver from
Aquinas College in Grand
Rapids, Mich., where he
taught music (liturgical organ)
and worked in campus ministry, planning liturgies and
directing the student choir. At

the same time he served as director of music for St. Mary
Catholic Church in Big Rapids.
Previously, he was director of
liturgical music and choir director at the Cathedral of St.
Andrew in Grand Rapids.
A native of Norfolk, Va.,
Spence studied music at Old
Dominion
University
in
Virginia and later at the
University of Michigan. He
also holds a certificate in liturgical studies from the
University of Notre Dame. He
laughs when he describes
himself as something of a professional student, especially
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BRANDON SPENCE directs
the choir during the Oct. 9 diaconate ordination Mass at the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception.
Spence is the new music director for the church.
when it comes to music.
“My mother was a trained
pianist, my father played saxophone so music was always
in the home,” he said. “My
older siblings all studied
music and I just ran along
after them.”
Spence said he is excited
about working in Denver and
with the people of the archdiocese.
“It’s such a beautiful place,”
he said. “I’m looking forward
to working with Archbishop
(Charles) Chaput and his staff
and meeting everyone in my
new-found community.”
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World Youth Day memorial signs in need of repair
BY JULIE FILBY

On Aug. 15, 1993, an estimated half-million pilgrims from
around the globe converged on
Cherry Creek State Park in
Aurora for Mass celebrated by
Pope John Paul II. The Mass
concluded the World Youth Day
events hosted by Denver.
To document this significant
event in the area’s history, a series of interpretative signs were
installed at the Mass venue near
the park’s Butterfly Hill region.
After 17 years of wear and tear,
the signs are in need of repair.
Cherry Creek State Park and
the Archdiocese of Denver are
teaming up to replace them.
“The signs are showing their
age,” explained park manager
Tim Metzger. “Signs left out to
the elements with UV rays tend
to deteriorate over time and
there’s been a little bit of graffiti
and vandalism to them as well.”
State park special projects,
such as this, can only be accomplished through partnerships.
“There was no way with our
budget alone we could replace
the signs, and that’s why we
reached out,” Metzger said. “We
are happy to partner with the
Church to replicate the signs
and get new fresh ones out
there.”
Metzger, park manager the
last three years, attended the
World Youth Day events at
Cherry Creek in 1993. He was recruited to serve as a ranger from
a state park he was working at in
southern Colorado.
“I remember vividly how important it was,” he said. “I remember how coming here
changed people’s lives. It’s a moment in time that should be remembered.”
Many converted and some
were inspired to religious life
following Denver’s World Youth
Day.
“Many graces and blessings
were bestowed on the Church of
northern Colorado during
World Youth Day—and many
people decided to join religious
life and the priesthood because

“It’s important that we can refurbish the frames because
(buying new ones) would double or triple the cost of the project,” he said.
Metzger hopes funds will be
raised in time to manufacture the
signs by winter and install them
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A DETAIL from a commemorative sign shows damage to a
photograph of Pope John Paul
II at World Youth Day 1993.
of it,” said John Miller, associate
director of liturgy for the archdiocese. “It’s a very important
part of the history of the
Archdiocese of Denver, and the
history of the state of Colorado.”
There are a total of four signs
at the Butterfly Hill gazebo depicting the pope’s Mass, preparations leading up the event and
restoration of the land following
the event. Several photographers contributed to the signage
including James Baca, a 30-year
veteran of the Denver Catholic
Register staff.
While the park is currently
conducting a competitive bid
process for sign fabrication, it is
estimated each new sign will
cost $1,000; bringing the total replacement cost to about $4,000.
“These signs are really all
that’s left on the site, and I think
we can all agree we could do a
better job and get those replaced and spruce the area up a
bit,” Metzger said.
For their part, Cherry Creek
State Park will prepare necessary
graphics and artwork, paint
neighboring structures, clean
up surrounding vegetation, and
refurbish and paint the metal
frames that hold the signs.

next spring. In addition, park officials are considering a re-dedication ceremony in August 2011 to
celebrate the new signs.
“It would be a way to thank
contributors and let them see

See WYD, Page 16

TO DONATE
Mail: Msgr. Thomas S. Fryar,
V.G., Moderator of the Curia,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO
80210
Checks: payable to
Archdiocese of Denver
Memo: WYD monument

1 0 l S E N I O R S & C A R EG I V E R S

NOVEMBER 10, 2010 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Retired milliner, 97, honored by Smithsonian; credits God for success
BY ELIZABETH FISHER

DARBY, Pa. (CNS)—Mae
Reeves makes a wonderful

first impression.
Her smile draws attention
to an attractive face that’s
adorned with the slightest

hint of blush. Her easy laughter seems to come from deep
within a joyful soul. She’s stylish and charming, and, although her demeanor doesn’t
reflect it, she is, at the age of
97, a celebrity.
Reeves, a Catholic, was the
first black woman to start a
business in Philadelphia.
Trained as a hat-maker at the
Chicago School of Millinery in
the 1930s, she opened a shop
on
South
Street
in
Philadelphia in 1940. Later,
she took her business to West
Philadelphia, where she made
and sold her creations until
her retirement in the 1980s,
said her daughter, Donna
Limerick.
Thirty of her creations will
be part of a permanent collection at the Smithsonian’s new
National Museum of African
American History and Culture
in Washington when it is completed in 2015.
Reeves described her work
as “making a living.” Her recollections are of customers
coming in “from all over” to
buy hats of every style and
shape, from small black hats
with delicate veils to more
dramatic confections in a variety of colors, festooned with
ribbons and flowers.
Customers included such luminaries as Lena Horne, Ella
Fitzgerald, Marion Anderson
and Mrs. Walter Annenberg.
“I designed my own hats,
and I had to go to New York to
buy the materials I needed. It
took a lot of time to shape
those designs and to size the
hats,” recalled Reeves, a resident of St. Francis Country
Home in Darby.
On a recent afternoon during an interview with The
Catholic Standard & Times,
newspaper
of
the
Philadelphia Archdiocese, she
appeared pleasantly surprised
when reminded her work has
been
chosen
by
the
Smithsonian.
“Well, God bless them,” was
her response.
If Reeve’s life story were a
book, it would be a page-turner filled with tragedy, endurance, deep faith and a motivation to succeed. From the
beginning, she set her goals
and pursued them with enthusiasm.
Born in Vidalia, Ga., and orphaned at age 14, she and her
five siblings were raised by her
grandmother. The second oldest, she had to help take care
of her younger brothers and
sisters.
Her grandmother set the
stage for Reeves’ interest in
fashion by dressing her every
day in lace dresses and adorning her hair with ribbons as a
child.
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THIRTY hats created by Mae Reeves of Philadelphia, right,
will become part of the permanent collection of the
Smithsonian's National Museum of African American History
and Culture in Washington. The 97-year-old Reeves is pictured at a late July ceremony at the African American
Museum in Philadelphia that included a fashion show featuring designs from her nearly 60-year millinery career.
Reeves graduated from the
Dickerson Training School in
Vidalia in 1928, then went to
Georgia
State
Teachers
College. Following graduation, she taught for a while in
Tombs County, Ga., and
worked for the local newspaper.
At age 19, she married
William Buddy Mincey, who
owned a tailor shop in Lyon,
Ga. The couple had a son. A
few years later, her husband
was killed in a car accident.
Reeves continued teaching,
but from 1931 to 1934, she
spent summers at the Chicago
School of Millinery. She
learned to make and shape
hats, but she also decorated
them with the flowers and ribbons for which she later became famous.
In 1934, after visiting a
brother in Philadelphia, she
moved to the city. She sold
cosmetics part-time, then
worked at a ladies apparel
shop. In 1940, at age 28, she
opened her own shop with a
$500 bank loan.
In 1944, she opened a new
shop and met Joel Edward
Reeves. The couple married
three years later and had two
children. Joel died in 1982.
Reeves also worked tirelessly to raise funds for Our Lady
of the Rosary Parish in West
Philadelphia, where she was a
parishioner for 56 years.
She developed friendships
among the Sisters of St.
Joseph, who taught at the
school. Reeves said she gladly
drove them on various errands, and they came to rely
on her for transportation. She
often invited them to her family’s country house for picnics
“and to just relax.”
May retired in 1997 at the

age of 85. She continued to
take hat orders from her special clients while still living on
the second floor of her shop.
By 2003, her severe arthritis
left her unable to traverse the
steps. She moved into St.
Francis where “they take such
good care of me,” she said,
and where she has the opportunity to attend daily Mass.
Her frailty seems no match
for her ebullient spirits.
“I’m very happy because I
believe doing good things in
life makes you happy. I can
say that I’ve worked hard to
make others happy, too,” she
said.
In 2009, the National
Museum of African American
History and Culture was in
search of stories that depicted
the lives of black families in
America. Limerick, then a
producer for National Public
Radio, nominated her mother,
and museum representatives
were soon at her door,
Limerick said.
At a July ceremony at the
African American Museum in
Philadelphia, Reeves was presented with the key to the city
of Philadelphia. Limerick and
several other women modeled
the hats chosen by the museum.
On Oct. 29—Reeves’ 98th
birthday—she was to receive
the Pioneer Award from the
Philadelphia Multicultural
Affairs Congress.
Reeves takes little credit for
the honors bestowed on her.
She thanks God for everything.
“I always relied on him.
Nobody else could have
helped me as he did, giving
me that kind of mind. I praise
him always for what he did for
me,” she said.
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Social Security at 75: What will it
look like in another 75 years?
BY MARK PATTISON

WASHINGTON (CNS)—It
seems like it has been around
forever, but Social Security is
only 75 years old.
Granted, few Americans who
were born before Social
Security started have never deposited a Social Security check,
although it is an open question
whether Social Security will be
in a form today’s workers
would recognize 75 years from
now.
When President Franklin D.
Roosevelt signed the Social
Security Act into law in 1935, it
was seen as a bold social experiment. But it put money into
the hands of the nation’s retirees.
Poverty had hit senior citizens harder than any other age
group, but Social Security benefits whittled away their financial hardships to the point
where seniors now have the
lowest rate of poverty of any
age group in the United States.
“We can never insure one
hundred percent of the population against one hundred
percent of the hazards and vicissitudes of life, but we have
tried to frame a law which will
give some measure of protection to the average citizen and
to his family against the loss of
a job and against poverty-ridden old age,” Roosevelt said on
Aug. 14, 1935.
Today the Social Security
Administration says that about
one-third of recipients depend
on Social Security for more
than 90 percent of their income, while another third rely
on the program for more than
half of their money. The agency
estimates that about 13 million
would fall below the poverty
line without Social Security.
When Social Security was
created, the U.S. bishops were
concerned about some aspects
of the law, especially how it
would affect nonprofits and
Catholic child welfare programs, especially in rural areas.
Men and women religious were
not permitted to join the Social
Security system until 1972.
The
bishops’
National
Catholic Welfare Conference,
the precursor to today’s U.S.
Conference
of
Catholic
Bishops, had a representative
among the members of an advisory council to the House
Committee on Economic
Security. It was Msgr. John A.
Ryan, director of conference’s
department of social action.
Getting a government check
in the throes of the Great
Depression must have seemed
like a godsend for a generation
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THIS PHOTO illustration shows a Social Security information
card from 1956. President Franklin Roosevelt signed the Social
Security Act into law in 1935. The name and numbers on this
card are fictitious.
of Americans who had worked
hard all their adult lives only to
see their savings wither away
from the stock market crash of
1929 or from the myriad of
bank closures that followed.
Now, with the country in
what is arguably the worst economic shape since the Great
Depression—many term the
ongoing slump the “great recession”—talk has revived
about changing some, or all, of
the rules currently governing
Social Security.
Last year was the first year
where payouts outstripped revenue, eight years ahead of previous forecasts, because sustained joblessness meant fewer
paycheck deductions going
into
Social
Security.
Meanwhile, retirements—not
all of them wholly voluntary—
prompted
many
older
Americans to apply for their
benefits.
Republicans, meanwhile, are
talking again of privatizing
Social Security. Their middecade plan, never enacted,
would have offered those paying into the system the option
to invest some of their Social
Security account in stocks or
mutual funds. As the stock
market nosedived in 2008,
many
would-be
retirees
breathed a sigh of relief. Some
call for the abolition of Social
Security, while others wonder
what’s behind the eagerness to
dismantle a program that has
done so much for so many.
Social Security is a main target of the bipartisan National
Commission
on
Fiscal
Responsibility and Reform
convened by President Barack
Obama earlier this year. The
body is to make recommendations by December as to how

the nation can reduce the
deficit and improve its longrange fiscal health.
The Republican co-chair is
former Sen. Alan Simpson of
Wyoming and the Democratic
co-chair is former Clinton
White House Chief of Staff
Erskine Bowles. The commission has floated the idea of
scaling back Social Security as
one way to reduce the federal
deficit.
If nothing is done, Social
Security would run dry in 2041,
according to an analysis prepared by Public Agenda, a
Washington think tank. Based
on receipts that would be coming into the system that year,
Social Security would have to
cut benefits by 25 percent to
break even.
So what’s the next step? The
baby-boom generation will
begin retiring in a couple of
years and be eligible for full
Social Security benefits—and
the actuarial tables show them
living longer, with fewer workers coming behind them to
keep the trust fund solvent.
One long-standing argument
for a way to bring more needed
cash into the Social Security
trust fund is to raise the
amount of payroll taxes for the
program levied on an employee’s annual income.
Currently, the income ceiling
is $106,800. The Social Security
tax is 6.20 percent; an additional 1.45 percent is withheld for
Medicare; the same total, 7.65
percent, is also imposed on
employers. So the maximum
withholding for both employee
and employer is $6,621.60.
(Self-employed people use a
different calculation, but essentially pay both parts.)

See Social, Page 12
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Well-worn Mass kit links priests across generations
BY ED LANGLOIS

PORTLAND, Ore. (CNS)—An
aging leather case used by
priests on sacramental missions
of mercy for decades has been
passed on to the next generation, providing a link to clergy in
Oregon’s past.
The little leather kit includes a
book of prayers, holy water, an
antique-looking ring holder
with holy oils, a pix and a purple
stole priests use when hearing
confessions and giving last rites.
Though it seems to predate
him, the first known user of the
kit was Father Augustine Meyer.
Born in 1911 in Cottonwood,
Idaho, he came to Portland to attend Catholic boarding school
and discerned a call to priesthood. He entered Mount Angel
Seminary and was ordained in
May 1937.
Father Meyer served across
the state before he became pastor of St. Henry Parish in
Gresham in 1951. There, he
oversaw construction of the current St. Henry Church in 1964,
seen in its time as one of the
finest in the region. He died in
1971 after a long illness.
The next keeper of the kit was
Father Gregory Gage. His path
crossed with Father Meyer’s during several parts of his life and it
appears he saw the elder priest
as a mentor.

Father Gage was born in Los
Angeles in 1939, two years after
Father Meyer was ordained. The
Gage family moved to Grants
Pass, Ore., and likely met Father
Meyer there. Young Greg Gage,
perhaps under his parish priest’s
tutelage, discerned a priestly vocation. He entered college at
Mount Angel in 1957 and graduated in 1962. He was ordained in
1967.
After ordination, Father Gage
was named associate pastor at
none other than St. Henry Parish
in Gresham, a decision no doubt
welcomed by Father Meyer, in
his 16th year as pastor there at
the time.
Four years into his service at
St. Henry, Father Gage saw his
old friend die. The sacramental
kit likely changed hands then. It
could even have been used to
anoint the dying Father Meyer.
Father Gage would serve for
more than 30 more years around
western Oregon. No doubt the kit
saw many hours of use at hospitals, homes and accident scenes.
Father Gage retired in 2003 because of the onset of Parkinson’s
disease. As he approached his
own end, he was cared for by Jim
Riggleman, a former infirmary
worker at Mount Angel
Benedictine Abbey. When Father
Gage died in 2007, he left the kit
in Riggleman’s hands.
At the abbey, Riggleman met

Brother Luke Marshall and came
to admire the young Benedictine
monk. When Riggleman found
that Brother Luke was preparing
to be ordained a priest, he knew
he wanted to pass the sacramental kit to him.
“Over the time I was there, he
was very humble, and he is
going to make a great priest, I
am sure,” Riggleman told the
Catholic Sentinel, newspaper of
the Portland Archdiocese.
Brother Luke was born and
raised in the eastern Oregon town
of Pendleton. He sensed a call to
priesthood young. He entered
Mount Angel Seminary in 1998 as
a seminarian. But in 2002, his father unexpectedly died.
The death led to a deepening
of faith and a strengthening of
his religious vocation. Brother
Luke returned to Pendleton to
manage his father’s estate and
console his family. Several
months after his father’s death,
he decided to reconsider his vocation, moving to Portland and
working in banking.
In 2005, he resumed the discernment of his religious vocation, but this time as a
Benedictine. He was drawn to
the monastic way of life, with
spiritual reading, public prayer,
manual labor and common life.
He became a novice in 2007 and
is still in the course of priestly
formation.

Social
From Page 11

These numbers are unchanged from 2009. But the
proposal hasn’t caught on with
lawmakers reluctant to raise
taxes so close to an election.
One of the few proposals to
win majority support in polls
of Americans is to cap the benefits paid to wealthier retirees.
House Republican Leader
John Boehner of Ohio suggested in early September that the
retirement age to collect full
benefits be raised to 70. But a
Center for Economic and
Policy Research paper issued
in August noted that, of those
ages 58 and up, male workers
(37 percent), Hispanic men
(62.4 percent), immigrant
workers (47.5 percent) and
those at the bottom end of the
wage scale (56.4 percent) had
physically demanding jobs.
Further, 77.2 percent of workers without a high school
diploma toiled in difficult jobs,
meaning they’ve been working
harder physically, and longer
chronologically, than the typical American.
However the issue is ultimately decided, it appears as if
the supplemental retirement
program could be in need of
some Social Security of its
own.
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In the divine mercy, God receives and quenches human
vengeance in Jesus’ own
wounded heart. In this heart,
which is an abyss of love, mercy
overcomes hatred. Mercy brings
healing that is impossible on a
merely human level. Divine
mercy can restore hope, because it flows from the heart of
the risen Christ who, once and
for all, has vanquished the finality of death. The deep truth that
faith teaches is that only in the
context of mercy—God’s mercy
and our own forgiveness and
mercy—can we, as wounded
human men and women, find
healing and hope. “Blessed are
the merciful, for they will be
shown mercy” (Mt 5:7).

A prayer of reparation

The Chaplet of Divine Mercy,
which God gave to the world
through St. Faustina, is a beautiful prayer that has a powerful efficacy to repair the hurt wrought
by sin. As we respond to God’s
call to continuing conversion,
the invocations of the chaplet
may be offered as a litany of
reparation. With our hearts
turned to the Father, we use the
chaplet to profess and invoke
God’s mercy accomplished in
Christ’s sorrowful passion. We
unite ourselves with the sacrifice
of his body, blood, soul and divinity, in atonement for our sins

and those of the whole world.
When human efforts seem
futile and human solutions
leave us empty, we pray the
chaplet to beg for a new beginning: the healing of the damage
done by our sins and those of
others. Our plea for mercy will
not fail to reach the Father.

Christ’s execution and the gift
of divine mercy
The Church’s annual novena
to the divine mercy begins on
Good Friday, the day of the execution of Jesus. The hour of
mercy is the hour of Christ’s
saving sacrifice. This is when
blood and water gushed out for
our salvation. “On the cross, the
fountain of my mercy was
opened by the lance for all
souls—no one have I excluded”
(“Diary,” 1182) This is the moment that shook the world and
stirred the faith of the pagan
centurion to say, “Truly, this was
the Son of God” (Mt 27:54).
As we seek a reason to put
aside the practice of the death
penalty, perhaps the best motive is our desire to imitate God
in his mercy toward those for
whom Jesus died. Mary, Mother
of Mercy, pray for us and teach
us to show mercy to others.
Most Rev. Robert Finn is bishop of the Diocese of Kansas
City–St. Joseph, Mo., and a consultant to the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ Committee on
Pro-Life Activities.
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Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045;
Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Patriotic Mass: to honor all veterans at St. Jude Church, 9405 W.
Florida Ave., Lakewood. Reception
to follow Mass in community center.
Nov. 12: 6:30 p.m.
Anointing Of Sick: followed by
prayer and blessing with relic of St.
Peregrine at Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Church, 3549 Navajo St.,
Denver.
Nov. 13: following 8 a.m. Mass
Healing Service And Praise Mass: at
Presentation of Our Lady Church,
695 Julian St., Denver. Call 303432-2694 for more information.
Nov. 13: 6:30 p.m.
St. Cabrini Feast Day Mass: at
Mother Cabrini Shrine, 20189
Cabrini Blvd., Golden.
Nov. 13: 4 p.m.
Respect Life Prayer Vigil: and adoration of Blessed Sacrament at
Shrine of St. Anne Church, 7555
Grant Place, Arvada.
Nov. 14: 6:30 p.m.
Empowerment In Faith: an evening
of charismatic prayer led by Father
John Capuci at Our Lady of Loreto
Church, 18000 E. Arapahoe Road,
Foxfield. For more information call
303-699-8927.
Nov. 15: 6:30 p.m. Prayer
7:30 p.m. Mass
St. Cecilia Mass: to honor pastoral
musicians, Queen of Vietnamese
Martyrs Church, 4655 Harlan St.,
Wheat Ridge. Bishop James D.
Conley will be main celebrant.
Nov. 20: 10 a.m.
Pro-Life Prayer Vigil: led by
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput O.F.M.
Cap at Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan
St., Denver. Call 303-715-3205 for
more information.
Nov. 27: 6 p.m.
Franciscan Contemplative:
Scriptural prayer at St. Patrick’s
Mission Church, 3325 Pecos St.,
Denver. Potluck dinner to precede
service. Call 303-988-0771 for more
information.
Dec. 14: 5 p.m. Dinner
6 p.m. - 8 p.m. Service
Weekly Young Adult Mass: at St.
Catherine of Siena Church, 4200
Federal Blvd., Denver.
Thursdays: 6:30 p.m.
Tridentine Latin Mass: every
Sunday at Holy Family Church, 3480
Utica St., Denver
Sundays: 11 a.m.

Monthly Italian Mass: at Mount
Carmel Church, 3549 Navajo St.,
Denver.
First Sunday of Month: 9 a.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Order Your Copy Now: of
“Pinnacled Glory of the West,” a
book about the history of the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception. Cost is
$24.95 but all orders received by
Dec. 17 will cost only $20. Call 303520-9986 to order your copy today.
A Concert Of Hope: by musician
Eric Genuis at St. Thomas More
Church, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. Admission is free.
Nov. 10: 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Our Lady Of Lourdes: grade school
to present “Annie Jr.” at the
school, 2256 S. Logan St., Denver.
Tickets are $10 for adult, $8 for
children.
Nov. 12, 13: 7 p.m.
Nov. 14: 2 p.m. and 6 p.m.
Sacred Heart of Jesus School: at
1317 Mapleton Ave., Boulder will
host an open house for prospective
students and parents. Call 303779-2362 for more information
Nov. 16: 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Catholic Mom’s Group: meets to
talk about role of motherhood and
families at Shrine of St. Anne Parish
Center, 7555 Grant Place, Arvada.
New and expectant mothers are
welcome. Call 303-808-3624 for
more information.
Nov. 16: 6:30 p.m.
Denver Santa Clause Shop: is collecting toys at area King Soopers
for distribution to children at
Christmas. Visit online, www.den
versantaclausshop.com for details.
Nov. 17 - 30
MUMS: Mothers Uplifting Mothers
Spiritually will meet at St. John the
Baptist, 323 Collyer St., Longmont.
Babysitting available. Call 303-6517605 for details.
Nov. 18: 9 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Free Tour: for anyone who wishes
more information about volunteering at Guardian Angels School, 1843
W. 52nd Ave., Denver. Call Seeds of
Hope office for tour information,
303-715-3186
Nov. 18
Evening Of Hope Gala: sponsored by
Seeds of Hope Charitable Trust will
be held at Grand Hyatt Denver, 1750
Welton St., Denver. Call 303-7153186 for ticket information.
Nov. 19: 5:30 p.m.

Book and Bake Sale: at Immaculate
Conception Church, 715 Cabrini
Drive, Lafayette. Call 303-665-5103
for more information.
Nov. 20: 10 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Nov. 21: 8 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Craft And Wares Fair: at St. Joseph
Church, 969 Ulysses St., Golden,
sponsored by the youth group.
Shop crafts, products and many
Christmas items.
Nov. 20: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Nov. 21: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Altar And Rosary: annual Craft Fair
at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church,
3549 Navajo St., Denver. Call 303431-8858 for more information.
Nov. 20: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Nov. 21: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Gifts Galore: at the annual St. Rose
of Lima Craft Fair, 355 S. Navajo St.,
Denver. Call 720-937-4984 for details.
Nov. 20: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Nov. 21: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Christmas Market: featuring handmade crafts, quilts and silent auction at St. Martin de Porres Church,
3300 Table Mesa Drive, Boulder.
Call 303-499-7744 for more information.
Dec. 4: 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Radiance Of Art: fine art, jewelry
and quilt sale to benefit Our Lady
of Mount Carmel Church, 5612
Hickory St., Littleton. For more information, call 303-703-8538.
Dec 4: 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
P’zazz Children’s Choir: to perform
their annual Christmas concert at
Broomfield Auditorium, 3
Community Park Road, Broomfield.
Tickets are $15 adults, $10 seniors
and children. Call 303-466-8275
for more information.
Dec. 17: 7:30 p.m.
Hoopsters: are invited to come to
the annual Tom Young 3-on-3 basketball tournament at Most
Precious Blood School, 2250 S.
Harrison St., Denver. Men and coed teams available. Call 03-7611787 for registration information.
Dec. 18
Andrew Dinner: for those who are
interested in vocation to the priesthood. Call 303-282-3429 for more
information.
Jan. 20: 6 p.m.
St. John Vianney
Seminary
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver
Feb. 8: Fort Collins and
Greeley area

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Courage: a spiritual support group
for men and women desiring to live
a chaste Christian life. Call Father
Dan Norick at 720-434-2638 for
more information.

Archbishop Lecture Series: continues with Robert George, who’ll
speak on “Political Obligations,
Conscience and Human Life” at JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
For more information on this free
lecture, call 303-715-3123. Sign up
is not required.
Nov. 11: 7 p.m.
RCIA Facilitator Training: to be held
at Centro San Juan Diego, 2830
Lawrence St., Denver. Call 303-7173260 to register.
Nov. 13: 8:30 a.m. - noon
Retreat: on marriage and family life
led by Scott and Kimberly Hahn at
St. Mary Church, 6853 S Prince St.,
Littleton. Cost is $20 which includes refreshments. Register at
www.hopeforhardtimes.info.
Nov. 13: 9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
De Novo Mens Retreat: at St. Peter
Church, 915 12th St., Greeley. Cost
is $40 before Nov. 10, $50 after,
which includes materials and meals.
Call 970-396-3628 for more information.
Nov. 13: 7: a.m.
What Is It Like: to be a nun? Find
out at discernment retreat for high
school women at Mullen Home,
3629 W. 29th Ave., Denver. The
event is free and lunch is provided.
RSVP by Nov. 10 at 303-765-4592.
Nov. 13: 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Musical Prayer: Gregorian chant
and spirituality at retreat led by
Sister Hildegarde Dubnick at Abbey
of St. Walburga, 1029 Benedictine
Way, Virginia Dale. Cost is $175 for
four-day retreat which includes
room and meals. Call 970-472-0612
for more information.
Nov. 19 - 21
Retreat On Holiday Theme: of
Advent and Christmas Promise at
Most Precious Blood Parish, 2250
S. Harrison St., Denver. Cost is $30
which includes lunch. Registration
must be made by Nov. 22. Call
303-756-3083 for more information.
Dec. 2: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Advent Retreat: on beauty and wisdom of God’s Loving Providence led
by Father Tom Kleinschmide, OMV
at Lanteri Center for Ignatian
Spirituality, 416 22nd St., Denver.
Cost is $50. Call 303-298-4798 to
register.
Dec. 3: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Dec. 4: 9:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
Public Invited: to hear talk by Ted
Sri entitled “Gospel Infancy
Narrative”in St. Bernard Hall at
Sacred Heart of Mary Church, 6739
S. Boulder Road, Boulder. Lecture
is free. Call 303-494-7572 for more
information.
Dec. 6: 7 p.m.
Men’s Advent Retreat: for men 18
and older at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver with Archbishop

Charles J. Chaput O.F.M. Cap.
Retreat is free and includes dinner.
For more information or to register
online go to www.Priest4Christ.com
or call 303-282-3729.
Dec. 19: 12:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Annual Psychotherapy Conference:
on marriage and family at Bonfils
Hall at JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver. For more information,
call 703-608-8164 or visit
www.catholicpsychotherapy.org.
March 25, 2011
EnCOURAGE: support group for parents of children who have homosexual tendencies. For more information, call Father Dan Norick at
720-434-2638.

PILGRIMAGES/TOURS
Lenten Pilgrimage: to Rome and
The Holy Land led by Father Tomas
Fraile. For free brochure or more
information call 303-480-1082.
April 4 - 19, 2011
In The Steps Of St. Paul: pilgrimage
scheduled for next spring. Cost is
$2,050 per person for 11-day trip.
Call 303-854-8256 for more information or online at
www.liveoutloudtravel.com.
April 8 - 19, 2011
Holy Land Pilgrimage: with Father
Ron Weissbeck. Call for details and
itinerary, 970-353-7500.
May 3 - 16, 2011
Vincentian Heritage Tour: to France
with Father Lawrence Christensen,
CM. Free brochure at available at
www.GoCatholicTravel.com/Christen
sen or call 303-758-8826.
May 16 - 26, 2011
Pilgrimage To Israel: led by Father
Randy Dollins and former Biblical
School Director Thomas Smith.
Space is limited, information available online at www.gen215.org.
May 22 - June 1, 2011
Youth Pilgrimage: to World Youth
Day 2011 in Madrid, Spain. For more
information on this two-week pilgrimage call 303-455-9090.
Aug. 11 - 21, 2011
Travel To France: with parishioners
from St. Frances Cabrini parish. Be
spiritually renewed with visits to
Chartres, Nevers and Lourdes.
Trips to Paris and Lake Geneva included. Call 303-956-2737 for
more information.
Autumn 2011

VOLUNTEERS
Adopt An Elder: for the holidays.
Volunteer your time with home visits and bringing gifts to those who
have no one to remember them
during the holiday season. Call
303-595-6644 for more information.
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High school honors Machebeuf

A presentation on the life of
Colorado pioneer Bishop
Joseph P. Machebeuf and a
Mass honoring the 150th anniversary of his arrival to
Denver was held at his namesake high school on Nov. 5.
Main celebrant of the Mass was
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap. Loretto Sister
Rosemary Wilcox, founding
principal of Bishop Machebeuf
High School, and Richard
Thompson, superintendent of
Catholic schools, were among
the guests in attendance.

In his homily, the archbishop
spoke of Machebeuf’s ministry
here, noting that at the time of
his death, he had established
102 of the 144 Catholic churches in the state. The chalice used
at the Mass was the same one
Father Machebeuf brought to
Colorado with him on his arrival.
On behalf of the school,
Machebeuf principal Jessie
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR
Skipwith presented the archbishop with the gift of a bre- THE ARCHBISHOP delivers his homily at a Nov. 5 Mass honorviary that was owned by Bishop ing Bishop Machebeuf.
Machebeuf.

Signs
From Page 9

that something important was
done with their donation,”
Metzger said. “The signs really tell
a great story of what happened,
and why it was significant.”
To donate to the fund established by the archdiocese, mail
checks to: Msgr. Thomas S. Fryar,
V.G., Moderator of the Curia,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO
80210. Checks should be payable
to the “Archdiocese of Denver,”
noting “WYD monument” in the
memo section.

Lecture
From Page 2
“Because we honor justice
and the common good, we will
not comply with any edict that
purports to compel our institutions to participate in abortions, embryo-destructive research, assisted suicide and euthanasia, or any other anti-life
act; nor will we bend to any rule
purporting to force us to bless
immoral sexual partnerships,
treat them as marriages or the
equivalent, or refrain from proclaiming the truth, as we know
it, about morality and immorality and marriage and the
family. We will fully and ungrudgingly render to Caesar
what is Caesar’s. But under no
circumstances will we render to
Caesar what is God’s.”
The focus of Professor
George’s presentation will be
“Political Obligations,
Conscience and Human Life.”
As a theme, its urgency speaks
for itself. No issues could be
more important for the future
direction of our nation. If you
can make time for only one
evening lecture this year—this
is the one not to miss. I look
forward to seeing you
Thursday evening.

