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Saints: Heroes worth emulating
All Saints’ Day is Nov. 1. The
feast commemorates all those in
heaven.
BY JULIE FILBY
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As children shape their behavior and values, they look to
role models for guidance.
However, many of the role models that culture shines a spotlight
on today are far from heroic
such as “…athletes who are entitled and irresponsible and entertainers who are spoiled and
aloof.”
So notes a July 8 story in
Psychology Today (“Where Have
All Our Heroes Gone?”).
When seeking good role models for children parents can turn
to the saints.
“Parents can make children
aware of people deserving of
their respect by bringing good
role models into their lives,” said
Amy Welborn, author of 17
books including the Loyola Kids
“Book of Saints.”
“For Catholic families,” she
noted, “primary role models
should be Mary and the saints.”
According to Welborn saints
serve as role models in three
ways: (1) by modeling the love of
Christ in their actions, service,
teaching, healing and suffering;
(2) showing children it is possible to live as Jesus did; and (3)
demonstrating that listening to
Christ brings joy and peace.

Modeling love
Saints are ordinary people
who become extraordinary examples of holiness through
prayer and devotion. Their sto-
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SAINTS ARE DEPICTED IN A COLLAGE. Top row, from left: St. Maximilian Kolbe took the
place of a young father condemned to die at Auschwitz during World War II; Italian native St.
Frances Xavier Cabrini founded the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart, became a U.S.
citizen in 1909 and was the first such to become a saint; St. Teresa of Avila, mystic, founder
of the Discalced Carmelites, and the first female declared doctor of the Church. Bottom row,
from left: Blessed Miguel Pro, Mexican Jesuit priest, executed during the persecution of the
Catholic Church in 1927. He forgave his executioners and died proclaiming “Long Live Christ
the King!”; St. John Bosco, founder of the Salesian order.
ries of conversion, friendship, Cabrini who traveled from Italy ery of St. Maximilian Kolbe who
bravery and allegiance capture to the United States to serve im- gave his life at Auschwitz so a famigrants, including those set- ther could be reunited with his
children’s attention.
“Children love stories. We all tling in Denver; stories of imagi- family.
“Children are all different.
do,” Welborn said. “So bringing nation and drama such as
saints into the lives of children is Blessed Miguel Pro who escaped They come from different
easy because they have great, detection while serving the places, they have different perfaithful during a time of ram- sonality types and have differexciting stories.”
anti-Catholicism
in
Examples include the coura- pant
geous adventures of St. Frances Mexico; and the sacrificial bravSee Saints, Page 7
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THE SAINTS: ST. SIMON AND ST. JUDE
First century / Feast - Oct. 28
Legend had these two of the Twelve Apostles
dying as martyrs in Persia. Nothing is known about
them for sure. Simon may have been called “the
zealot” for dedication to Christ or membership in
the Zealot Party, and he reportedly also evangelized in Egypt. Jude also was called Thaddeus and
“Judas, not Iscariot” in the Gospels and was said
to have preached in Osroene (now Iraq) and Armenia. It is unlikely this
popular saint of impossible causes wrote the New Testament Letter of
Jude.
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Deacon McDavid presented Bakhita-Drexel Award
Peace is possible in
Middle East, pope says
at synod’s closing Mass
BY JULIE FILBY

CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING

CARDINALS attend the closing Mass of the Synod of Bishops
for the Middle East in St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican Oct. 24.
The pope will install 24 new cardinals during a special consistory at the Vatican Nov. 20.
BY CINDY WOODEN

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—
Closing the Synod of Bishops
for the Middle East, Pope
Benedict XVI said, “We must
never resign ourselves to the
absence of peace.”
“Peace is possible. Peace is
urgent,” the pope said Oct. 24
during his homily at the Mass
closing the two-week synod.
Peace is what will stop
Christians from emigrating, he
said.
Pope Benedict also urged
Christians to promote respect
for freedom of religion and
conscience, “one of the fundamental human rights that each
state should always respect.”
Synod members released a
message Oct. 23 to their own
faithful, their government leaders, Catholics around the
world, the international community and to all people of
goodwill. The Vatican also released the 44 propositions
adopted by synod members as
recommendations for Pope
Benedict to consider in writing
his post-synodal apostolic exhortation.
Although the bishops said
the main point of the synod
was to find pastoral responses
to the challenges facing their
people, they said the biggest
challenges are caused by political and social injustice and war
and conflict.
“We have taken account of
the impact of the IsraeliPalestinian conflict on the
whole region, especially on the
Palestinians who are suffering
the consequences of the Israeli
occupation: the lack of freedom of movement, the wall of
separation and the military
checkpoints, the political prisoners, the demolition of

homes, the disturbance of
socio-economic life and the
thousands of refugees,” they
said in one of the strongest sentences in the message.
They called for continued
Catholic-Jewish dialogue, condemned anti-Semitism and
anti-Judaism and affirmed
Israel’s right to live at peace
within its “internationally recognized borders.”
Although relations between
Christians and Jews in the region often are colored by
Israeli-Palestinian tensions, the
bishops said the Catholic
Church affirms the Old
Testament—the
Hebrew
Scriptures—is the word of God
and that God’s promises to the
Jewish people, beginning with
Abraham, are still valid.
However, they said, “recourse
to theological and biblical positions which use the word of
God to wrongly justify injustices is not acceptable. On the
contrary, recourse to religion
must lead every person to see
the face of God in others.”
Addressing the synod’s final
news conference Oct. 23,
Melkite Bishop Cyrille S.
Bustros of Newton, Mass., said,
“For us Christians, you can no
longer speak of a land promised to the Jewish people,” because Christ’s coming into the
world demonstrated that God’s
chosen people are all men and
women and that their promised land would be the kingdom of God established
throughout the world.
The bishops’ point in criticizing some people’s use of
Scripture was intended to say
“one cannot use the theme of
the Promised Land to justify the
return of Jews to Israel and the

See synod, Page 6

Deacon Clarence McDavid of
Cure d’ Ars Parish in Denver was
honored with the second annual St. Josephine Bakhita and St.
Katharine Drexel Award at a dinner Oct. 22 at Park Hill Golf Club.
More than 100 people gathered for the celebration including Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M., Cap., chancellor
Francis Maier, Cure d’ Ars pastor
Father Simon Kalonga, members of the Archdiocesan Black
Catholic Advisory Council,
brother deacons, co-workers
from Rose Medical Center
where he is vice president of
human resources, friends, family and area parishioners.
The evening began with greetings from Mary Leisring, director of the archdiocese’s Office of
Black Catholic Ministry, who
sponsored the event; and master of ceremonies Redemptorist
Father Maurice Nutt, C.Ss.R., a
teacher, speaker, author and retreat leader from Memphis.
Father Nutt commended the
archdiocese for honoring Sts.
Bakhita and Drexel because it acknowledges “the need for racial
reconciliation in our world, for
equality, and that there be unity
among all God’s people.”
“As I look around the room, the
Archdiocese of Denver is certainly a shining example of many different cultures and races of people working together,” he said.
Archbishop Chaput took the
podium, recognizing last year’s
honoree
Deacon
Guffie
Menogan of Cure d’ Ars, then
congratulated Deacon McDavid
and his wife of 38 years, Wanda.
“I congratulate you for the extraordinary example of fidelity
you give to all of us,” he said. “And
in a very special way, as an interracial couple in the service of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ—what an
extraordinary gift that is.”
Deacon Menogan paid tribute
to his friend of more than 30
years, beginning with a poem
“The Beautiful Color of Love”
where children ponder “What
color is God?”
“The children in this poem are
representative of the Cure d’Ars
community… (who) seek to be a
beacon of hope, a sign of healing
and the reconciling presence of
Christ to all,” he said. “Deacon
Clarence is that light in the bea-
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DEACON CLARENCE MCDAVID, holding his award, is congratulated by his wife Wanda and, from left, Archbishop Charles
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., Deacon Guffie Menogan and Mary Leisring.
con which represents the icon of less you have people who help
you on your way,” he said. “They
Christ in his walk with God.”
He recalled Deacon McDavid’s encourage you, support you,
ordination in 1987 and noted his love you—and sometimes they
loyal service to three bishops: ‘chew you out.’”
Reflecting on growing up in
Archbishop James V. Casey, now
Cardinal J. Francis Stafford, and Denver, he described the gift of
God’s presence in his childhood
Archbishop Chaput.
Greg DeCuir, grand knight of home as “an essence and part of
Charles Bright Council 261 of who and what we were,” often
the Knights of Peter Claver at through the gift of song.
“Music and singing were imCure d’ Ars, also praised Deacon
portant in our family,” he reMcDavid.
“His dedication and commit- called. “One of things I realize
ment to Cure d’ Ars are very even today: if I want to pray, one
clear,” he said, noting he served of the best ways for me to pray is
not only as deacon, but also as song, because it touches the
administrator when the parish core of me.”
After
converting
to
was without a priest, in addition
to having a full-time job. “He gave Catholicism in fourth grade, he
attended St. Ignatius Loyola
up a lot of his personal time.”
The award was then officially School, Cathedral High School
presented to Deacon McDavid and the College (now University)
by Leisring, Deacon Menogan of Great Falls in Great Falls, Mont.
“Those Catholic nuns (Sisters
and Archbishop Chaput.
“’Amen’ is a great way to say of Charity) formed me, molded
thank you because there are so me, and helped me become a
many gifts that we receive that person of faith,” he said.
He also shared powerful acthe only thing we can say is
‘Amen,’” said Deacon McDavid counts of meeting two people
in his opening remarks. “So now being considered for sainthood: Blessed Mother Teresa
today I come to say ‘Amen!’”
Deacon McDavid recognized and Pope John Paul II, whom he
Leisring, Archbishop Chaput, met during visits to Denver. He
Father Nutt, clergy and parish- closed his talk by inviting attenioners of Cure d’ Ars and St. dees to join him in singing the
Ignatius Loyola, co-workers, gospel hymn “We Are Standing
brother deacons and especially on Holy Ground.”
“The Lord God is present here
his family. He and wife Wanda
have three children and six and where he is, is holy,” he said.
grandchildren. In 2005, the cou- “Who wants to dispute that?”
Proceeds from the event will
ple was inducted into the papal
knightly order of St. Gregory the be used to stimulate evangelizaGreat, an honor no longer be- tion in the black Catholic community including projects, edustowed on clergy.
“You don’t have anything un- cation and scholarships.
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Special Religious Education serves
disabled in parish-based programs
BY JULIE FILBY

As part of the pro-life activities of the U.S. bishops, in a
1978 pastoral letter they encouraged dioceses to embrace
the “responsibility to our own
disabled brothers and sisters in
the United States … by furthering their spiritual, intellectual,
moral and physical development.”
In line with this call, the
Denver Archdiocese has maintained the Office of Special
Religious Education and
Pastoral Care since 1976.
“Realizing all persons are
called to be full members of the
body of Christ, the ministry facilitates the development of the
Catholic faith and its sacramental life through education,
nurture and presence,” said
Sister of Loretto Mary
Catherine Widger, co-founder
of the program and associate
director since inception.
The ministry provides catechesis and sacraments through
parish-based religious education programs. Currently 11
parishes, 150 students and 100
volunteer teachers are involved
in weekly programs throughout
the archdiocese. Five additional
parishes offer tutoring and other
types of intervention (see accompanying list).
Co-founder of the ministry,
Father Lawrence Freeman,
served as director for 23 years.
At his death in November 1998,
his brother Father Roland
Freeman took over as director.
In addition, the team is supported by administrative assistant Veronica Saykally.
The office coordinates inservice for teachers, tutoring on
specific programs and home visits. Liturgy is celebrated in all
programs.
“We are goal-oriented and
curriculum conscious, but our
mission is to minister to the religious life of the student,” said
Sister Widger. “It’s a mutual ministry with persons with developmental disabilities and their
families.”

Faith nurturing for people
with special needs

In addition to parish-based
education and pastoral programs coordinated by the
Office of Special Religious
Education and Pastoral Care,
the ministry provides “religious nurture” to 70 residents
of the Wheat Ridge Regional
Center. The facility serves individuals with developmental
disabilities with complex
medical needs, intensive therapy needs or dual diagnosis
(mental health issues as well

RESPECT LIFE

MEGAN BREEN AND SAMUEL VASQUEZ

The promise
of pro-life youth
This column is the fourth of six in the 2010-2011 Respect
Life series of the U.S. bishop’s Pro-Life Secretariat.
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PARTICIPANTS in the Special Religious Education program’s
2010 Mass held April 25 at the Cathedral Basilica.

SPECIAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Below are contacts for parishes
with weekly programs

St. Mary
Susan Whittaker, 303-455-2049

Arvada
Spirit of Christ
Vi Becker, 303-956-6719

Northglenn
Immaculate Heart of Mary
J.P. Melia, 303-908-2906

Aurora
Queen of Peace
Peggy Leichty, 303-905-6906

Parishes offer tutoring and other
intervention:

Boulder
St. Martin de Porres
Jane Miller, 303-499-4330

Nativity of Our Lord, Broomfield

Centennial
St. Thomas More
Sheri Funderburk, 303-799-0052

Risen Christ, Denver

Denver
All Saints
Becky & Greg Hastings, 303985-8439
St. Catherine of Siena
Anita Garcia, 303-416-0569
Lakewood
St. Jude
Diane Schreiber, 303-980-5504
Littleton
Light of the World
Joy Jaeger, 303-973-3969
St. Frances Cabrini
Kathy Seefried, 303-979-7688

as developmental disabilities).
“Because these residents
have severe, profound disabilities they benefit best from a
program of religious nurture
and supportive Christian
presence,” said Sister Widger.
The ministry also shares in
the celebration of Mass with
approximately 80 adults at the
Carron Coffee House each
month. The Carron Coffee
House, based at Light of the
World Church in Littleton,
provides a place for people
with physical and mental disabilities to socialize in a casual atmosphere.
In 1985 Sister Widger cofounded
the
Bridge
Community, a state licensed
and certified intermediate
care facility. The community,

Blessed Sacrament, Denver
St. Louis, Englewood
Holy Trinity, Westminster
For these parishes, contact Sister
Widger at 303-934-1999.
To start a weekly parish program
or for more information on the
Office of Special Religious
Education and Pastoral Care contact Sister Widger at 303-9341999.
For more information on the
Bridge Community, contact director Risha Dimas at 303-9354740.

which celebrated its 25th anniversary on April 1, is home
to eight adult women.
“It is the only Catholic
group home in Colorado,”
said Sister Widger. “It serves as
a model of Christian care that
is so needed in today’s society.”
The residents and staff are
encouraged to interact in the
community with reciprocal
sharing of gifts, talents and
needs that enhance family living.
“The goal is not only to provide a stable and supportive
community for the women
who choose to live here,” said
Sister Widger. “But to create a
home where each woman can
realize the fulfillment of
which she is capable.”

With few resources and little guidance, Alejandra, a high
school junior in California, began an unlikely project: starting a pro-life club at her public high school.
She had recently finished reading “The Snakebite
Letters” by Peter Kreeft, which presents the correspondence between a senior demon, Uncle Snakebite, and his
nephew Braintwister. Snakebite instructs his protégé to
convince young people to buy into a way of life rooted in
self-centeredness, self-reliance and instant gratification.
Snakebite’s mandate is simple: “always obscure and darken
… Dim the lights! Anything is preferable to truth and light.”
This quote resonated with Alejandra. She recognized that
this was the situation at her high school: young people living in darkness because they had no truth, no guidance,
and no real hope. Pope John Paul II once described this
situation of modern culture, “with its lights and shadows,”
as one that “ought to make us all fully aware that we are
facing an enormous and dramatic clash between good and
evil, death and life, the ‘culture of death’ and the ‘culture of
life.’”
This clash is especially apparent among American youth.
It begins at home with one in three teens living in a broken
home. In these homes, one in six boys and one in four girls
will be molested, usually by people in their family, before
the age of 18. Over half of teenage boys view Internet
pornography on a regular basis, and the number of girls
who do so is also rising. Not surprisingly, nearly two-thirds
of high school students will be sexually active by the time
they graduate. Seventy-five percent of all first-time sexual
encounters involve alcohol. About half of sexually active
teens will acquire a sexually transmitted disease (STD),
while one in three sexually active high school girls will become pregnant, nearly one million every year. Nearly 60
percent of these pregnancies will result in abortion.
Not only that, today’s youth live in a world dominated by
technology. With multiple televisions at home, personal
computers, digital music devices, video games, and smart
phones, they spend more time using media (on average,
more than six hours a day) than on any other activity besides sleeping. The average 12-year-old boy, for example,
will have already spent as much time watching television
as he will spend talking to his dad throughout his entire
life.
Media both reflect and shape culture, and the messages
delivered are often contradictory and harmful. Media of all
types vie to create an identity for teens (often to convince
them to buy a consumer product). Teens are encouraged to
pursue their goals and overcome obstacles, through mottos
in such commercials as Nike’s “Just Do It” or the United
States Army’s “Be All That You Can Be.” Young people are
told that if they persevere through self-discipline and dedication, they can accomplish whatever they set their minds
to in academics, sports, the fine arts, and so on. But overwhelmingly, teens are also tempted to buy into the mass
culture of sexual promiscuity, greed, and violence.
Television shows like “Gossip Girl” or MTV’s “Real World”
flaunt characters trading sexual partners on a weekly basis,
as if they were commodities instead of human beings.
The tension between these two extremes—between
challenging teens to live disciplined and remarkable lives,
and assuming they can’t control their impulses and live
chastely—can result in an identity crisis. Many become
preoccupied with trying to live up to the inconsistent
standards portrayed in the media. Not surprisingly, teens
are increasingly cynical or suspicious of the role of God in
their lives. As Pope Benedict observes, many have the

See Life, Page 5
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Pat Moynihan: The great
Catholic ‘What if…?’
The recent publication of “Daniel Patrick Moynihan: A
Portrait in Letters of an American Visionary” (Public Affairs) is
cause for both celebration and sadness: celebration, because
his letters reintroduce us to Pat Moynihan’s scintillating intellect, sparkling wit, and penetrating insight into some the great
issues of the late 20th century; sadness, because Pat was, in his
time, the great Catholic “What if….?” of American public life.
Following the biblical injunction in Sirach 44:1, let us (first)
praise famous men.
Daniel Patrick Moynihan was one of the five or 10 most influential public intellectuals of the past half-century, a man whose
ideas eventually worked themselves into the hard soil of public
policy. He was among the first to recognize the enduring influence of ethnicity in the political and cultural Mixmaster of
modern America, as he identified early on the social pathologies destroying the African-American family—and he was pilloried as a racist for both insights. When most of the Democratic
Party went into a post-McGovern swoon of appeasement and
neo-isolationism, Pat helped lead the charge for a robust U.S.
foreign policy focused on the defeat of communism through
the defense of human rights. Long before welfare reform came
onto the national radar screen, Moynihan knew that something
was desperately wrong with our social services and coined the
pellucid phrase “defining deviancy down” to describe the wishful thinking and counter-productive welfare policies then destroying lives, families and neighborhoods.
And along the way, he became the only man in our history to
serve in the cabinet or sub-cabinet of four consecutive presidents
of two different parties: Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon and Ford.
That public service, which culminated in his 1976 election to
the first of four terms in the United States Senate, was marked
by a rapier-like wit and a bracing, combative public presence.
As U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, he raised polemics
to a new art form while flagellating various corrupters of the
moral coin of international public life; his speech condemning
the General Assembly’s infamous “Zionism is racism” resolution remains a landmark in the annals of passionate advocacy.
As for the wit, well, asked once whether it was true that he had
been sick throughout his years as ambassador to India, Pat
replied, “I was only sick once! It lasted two and a half years!”
For all of these reasons, it seemed to some of us, in the late
1970s, that Pat Moynihan was singularly positioned to do several
things at once: save the Democratic Party from its nose-dive into
the fever swamps of the Sixties; bring a new bipartisan realism
to social welfare policy; remind us that a healthy culture was important for democracy; give America back a sense of itself as a
protagonist of the history of freedom. In doing this, he might
have uniquely embodied, in our high politics, the insights of
Catholic social doctrine and the Catholic optic on world affairs.
Alas, it was not to be. For whatever reasons—New York state
politics and fear of the then-influential New York Times likely high
among them—Pat did virtually nothing about the great civil
rights issue of the late 20th century: the defense of the right to
life. He famously said that, while everyone is entitled to their own
opinion, no one is entitled to their own facts. And no one as intelligent as Daniel Patrick Moynihan could have been ignorant of
the scientific facts about the product of human conception, the
moral facts about the ethical status of the pre-born child, and the
jurisprudential facts about the travesty of legal reasoning that
produced Roe v. Wade. Yet, until an end-of-career vote against
partial-birth abortion, Pat Moynihan was not a happy warrior for
life, as he had been a happy warrior for other great causes.
This was more than a sadness, a failure of insight and nerve. It
marked, I believe, the greatest lost opportunity to bring the full
range of Catholic insights to bear in public life in my lifetime.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper
of the Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Oct. 31: 31st Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
Wisdom 11:22 – 12:2
Psalm 145:1-2, 8-14
2 Thessalonians 1:11 – 2:2
Luke 19:1-10
Synopsis: The first reading
stresses the transcendence of
God in order to emphasize the
magnificence of his mercy. Even
though “the whole universe is as
a grain from a balance” God
hates nothing he has made, including and especially sinners.
Though deeply flawed and damaged by sin, man remains the
object of God’s love. Justice requires that wickedness be punished, but God is patient and
mercifully withholds punishment in order to give sinners
time to repent, for God “takes no
pleasure in the death of the
wicked, but that the wicked turn
from his way and live” (Ez 33:11).
In this week’s second reading
Paul expresses his deep desire
that “God will make you worthy

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
In praise of Dr. Jefferson
The New York Times obituary
of Dr. Mildred Jefferson is a tribute to the graduate of Harvard
Medical School, who will be remembered as an outspoken defender of innocent human life.
As she testified before Congress
in 1981, “the state must be enabled to protect the life of the
child, born and unborn.” She
would hardly have envisioned
that nearly 30 years later millions have perished as the result
of the nefarious 1973 Supreme
Court decision Roe v. Wade.

of his calling … that the name of
Jesus may be glorified in you.”
God’s grace does not merely
cover sins, but infuses the soul
with his own divine life, which
brings about a complete transformation of the whole person,
thus glorifying God. God’s
mercy is vividly demonstrated in
this week’s Gospel in Jesus’ encounter with a notorious sinner
named Zacchaeus. In one of the
most memorable scenes of the
Bible, Jesus beckons the little
man to come down from a
sycamore tree where he had
perched himself in order to get a
better view. Zacchaeus greatly
desired to see Jesus, but even
more so did Jesus desire to be
with him. “Today,” Jesus said, “I
must stay at your house!” His
conversion was so profound
that Zacchaeus gave half of his
wealth to the poor and restored
fourfold to anyone he had
cheated.
Key verse: “You have mercy
on all … and you overlook people’s sins that they may repent”
(Wis 11:23)
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “God is infinitely good

The Texas native, who died in
Cambridge, Mass., at the age of
84, is an example of wholehearted devotion to her medical profession. In an era when human
life is often portrayed as expendable, Dr. Jefferson’s fervent devotion as a pro-life advocate inveighed against the misguided
contentions of her critics. In her
view, America “was not just another exclusive reservation,
where only the perfect, the privileged and the planned have the
right to live.” Her life bears testament to that ideal.
Brian Stuckey
Denver

and all his works are good. Yet no
one can escape the experience
of suffering or the evils in nature
which seem to be linked to the
limitations proper to creatures:
and above all to the question of
moral evil” (No. 385).
Pope Benedict XVI: “Jesus
called by name a man despised
by all. ‘Today’: yes, this very moment was the moment of his salvation. ‘I must stay:’ why ‘I
must’? Because the Father, rich
in mercy, wants Jesus ‘to seek
and to save the lost’ (Lk 19: 10).
The grace of that unexpected
meeting was such that it completely changed Zacchaeus’ life”
(Angelus Nov. 4, 2007).
Life application: There are
two dangers with respect to sins:
one is to pretend they don’t exist;
the other is to be so obsessed
with them that we can’t let them
go. We need to be honest and realistic about sin, while at the
same time confident in God’s
mercy. Jesus wanted nothing
more than to stay at Zacchaeus’
house. Just so, the Christ wants
nothing more than to abide in
the “house” of our soul that he
may be glorified.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize
that the opinions expressed in letters
to the editor are those of the author
and are not necessarily those of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation or libelous statements will
not be printed. Unsigned letters will
not be printed. Letters will be edited.
Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-7152045. E-mail us at:
editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Oct. 28: Presbyterate meeting, St. Thomas More Parish, Centennial (9:30 a.m.)
Oct. 29: Wyoming Catholic College board of trustees meeting, JPII Center (1:30 p.m.)
Oct. 30: Respect Life Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (noon)
Oct. 31: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
Nov. 1: Solemn Profession, Abbey of St. Walburga, Virginia Dale (10 a.m.); Lecture by Joseph Bottum “Hope
and the Apocalypse: Where We Are Today,” Bonfils Hall, JPII Center (7 p.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Oct. 27: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Oct. 28: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Presbyterate meeting, St. Thomas More Parish, Centennial
(9:30 a.m.)
Oct. 29: Mass followed by Wyoming Catholic College Foundation board of trustees meeting, JPII Center
(11:45 a.m.)
Oct. 30: Prayer Vigil, Planned Parenthood, 7155 E. 38th Ave. Denver (9:30 a.m.); Respect Life Mass,
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (noon)
Oct. 31: Mass, Mother of God Parish (7 a.m. and 8:30 a.m.); Men’s Discernment Retreat, JP II Center (11 a.m.)
Nov. 1: All-school Mass, Regis Jesuit High School, Aurora (9:30 a.m.); Lecture by Joseph Bottum “Hope and
the Apocalypse: Where We Are Today,” Bonfils Hall, JPII Center (7 p.m.)
Nov. 2: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Panel discussion on Blessed John Henry Newman, Holy Name
Parish, Englewood (7 p.m.)

CORRECTION
The story about the Anniversary Mass in last week’s Denver Catholic Register incorrectly identified couples
sharing the same last name, Boucher, as being related. They are not. The Register apologizes for the error.
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YOUTHFUL MARCH for Life participants make their way up Constitution
Avenue to the Supreme Court building in Washington Jan. 22.

Life
From Page 3
“lurking suspicion that a person who
does not sin must really be basically
boring and that something is missing
from his life, that (they) should put
this freedom to the test, even in opposition to God, in order to become”
fully who they are. Believing that
“God’s love creates a dependence,”
they feel that “they must rid themselves of this dependency” to be totally free. Trusting in “deceit rather
than truth, (they) thereby sink with
their lives into emptiness and
death.” Braintwister seems to be
doing his job quite well!
Many teens, however, would like to
do something positive. The energy,
charisma, joy, and love for life that
teenagers possess are too valuable to
be written off or distorted by a culture
of death. Centered on the message of
the Gospel, young people can create a
foundation of vibrant faith for those
who have become discouraged by the
mixed messages of a despondent society. In Pope Benedict’s first message
to young people, he taught with great
conviction that if “we let Christ into
our lives, we lose nothing, absolutely
nothing of what makes life free, beautiful and great. Only in this friendship
is the great potential of human existence truly revealed.” By “entrusting
ourselves to Christ,” Pope Benedict
said on another occasion, “we lose
nothing, we gain everything.”
Nowhere is this vital energy and potential more apparent or necessary
than within the pro-life movement;
there is an undeniable growing commitment to the right to life among
young people. A sizeable number of
teens are not fazed by society’s attempts to claim their hearts and souls
for the “culture of death.” Their identity is grounded in truth, rather than
in ad campaigns or the latest trends.
These individuals are greatly needed
to voice their unified commitment to
a culture that doubts their resolve.
For young people whose lives are disordered, these teens can convey a
message of hope and give a testimony

of love. By taking a stand, one person
can inspire a group of young people
to change the attitudes of an entire
high school.
Alejandra decided to “turn on the
lights” and reveal the truth to her fellow students. After acquiring a small
donation, she bought several hundred
copies of various pro-life pamphlets
and passed them out at school. Fellow
students reacted with curiosity and
surprise as they saw, many for the first
time, how a baby grows in the womb,
fully recognizable as a human person
at an early stage of development.
They began to debate in classrooms
and hallways. So much interest in the
pro-life cause had been generated
that Alejandra and some eager classmates were able to find a faculty advisor and follow school protocols to
start a Students for Life club. Their
goal was to enlighten teens about the
reality of abortion, promote openness
to the reasonableness of pro-life
views, and to witness so other pro-life
teens would know that they were not
alone. The result was a clearly discernible pro-life shift in opinions and
knowledge on abortion among students at the high school.
Alejandra discovered that her high
school campus was a vacuum devoid
of pro-life facts, needing only the introduction of truth and an effective
means (that is, a club) to share and
embody the pro-life message. Many
teens don’t understand what a pro-life
position entails. They simply haven’t
thought about it. A simple, respectful
presence can change the hearts and
minds of those who are unaware of
the gravity of abortion—and ultimately save lives. With a few resources,
guidance, and reliance on Christ,
young people will save lives in their
high schools and wherever they
choose to build a “culture of life.”
To learn more about starting a prolife effort in your school, or to support
young people in such efforts, visit:
www.usccb.org/prolife/youth.
Graduate students Megan Breen and
Samuel Vasquez are interns at the
Secretariat of Pro- Life Activities of the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.
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Pope names 24 new
cardinals, including two
from United States

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—
Pope Benedict XVI named 24
new cardinals, including two
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from the United States:
Archbishop Raymond L.
Burke, head of the Vatican’s
highest
tribunal,
and
Archbishop Donald W. Wuerl
of Washington. The pope announced the names at the
end of his weekly general audience Oct. 20 and said he
would formally install the
cardinals during a special

consistory at the Vatican Nov.
20. “The universality of the
Church is reflected in the list
of new cardinals. In fact, they
come from various parts of
the world and fulfill different
tasks in the service of the
Holy See or in direct contact
with the people of God as fathers and pastors of particular churches,” the pope said.

The new cardinals come from
13 countries on five continents, and their number included 10 Italians. The pope
named 10 Roman Curia officials—a higher number than
expected—along with 10 residential archbishops and four
prelates over the age of 80.
One unusual aspect of the
pope’s list was that two of the
residential archbishops were
retired. The November ceremony will mark the third time
Pope Benedict has created
cardinals since his election in
April 2005. After the consistory, he will have appointed
about 40 percent of the cardinals currently under the age
of 80 and therefore eligible to
vote in a conclave to elect a
new pope. The elevation of
Cardinals-designate Burke
and Wuerl will bring the
number of U.S. cardinals to
18. Of that number, 13 are
voting-age—matching a historically high number for the
United States.

Mildred Jefferson,
pro-life leader and
surgeon, dies in
Cambridge at 84
WASHINGTON (CNS)—Dr.
Mildred Jefferson, a leader in
the pro-life movement for
decades who was also the first
African-American woman to
graduate
from
Harvard
Medical School, died Oct. 15
at her home in Cambridge,
Mass. She was 84. No cause of
death
was
announced.
Among the groups praising
Jefferson’s pro-life work over
the
years
were
the
Massachusetts
Catholic
Conference and the National
Black Catholic Apostolate for
Life. “When others were
silent, Dr. Mildred Jefferson
refused to be silent,” said
Franciscan Father James E.
Goode, president of the New
York-based National Black
Catholic Apostolate for Life.
“Her voice and presence were
heard throughout this nation
proclaiming the dignity of all
human life.” Gerald D’Avolio,
executive director of the
Massachusetts
Catholic
Conference, said Jefferson’s
role in the pro-life movement
“demonstrated the movement’s breadth and depth—
she was a pioneer in breaking
barriers in the medical field
and she was a dedicated
physician who defended the
dignity of the human person
with intelligence and verve.
Her respect for the Catholic
Church and her willingness to
provide compelling legislative
testimony over the years in alliance with the Massachusetts
Catholic Conference will always be remembered and appreciated,” he added.

Synod
From Page 2

expatriation of Palestinians,”
Bishop Bustros said.
In their message, the bishops
expressed particular concern
over the future of Jerusalem,
particularly given Israeli “unilateral initiatives” that threaten
the composition and demographic profile of the city
through construction and buying up the property of
Christians and other Arabs.
They also offered words of
support for the suffering Iraqi
people, both Christians and
Muslims, and for those forced
to flee the country.
The synod members said
they talked extensively about
Christian-Muslim relations and
about the fact that they both are
long-standing citizens of the
same countries and should be
working together for the good
of all.
“We say to our Muslim fellowcitizens: We are brothers and
sisters; God wishes us to be together, united by one faith in
God and by the dual commandment of love of God and neighbor,” they said.
But Christians must be given
their full rights as citizens and
the future peace and prosperity
of the region require civil societies built “on the basis of citizenship, religious freedom and
freedom of conscience.”
Throughout the synod, members said that while religious
freedom and freedom of worship are recognized in most of
the region’s constitutions, freedom of conscience—particularly the freedom to change religious affiliation—is not respected in many places.
The synod propositions
called for educating Christians
in the beliefs of their Muslim
and Jewish neighbors and for
strengthening dialogue programs that would help the region’s people “accept one another in spite of their differences, working to build a new
society in which fanaticism and
extremism have no place.”
Much of the synod’s discussion focused on the fact that
many Christians are emigrating
because of ongoing conflicts, a
lack of security and equality
and a lack of economic opportunities at home.
They praised those who have
remained despite hardship and
thanked them for their contributions to Church and society.
While they did not call on emigrants to return home, they did
ask them to consider it eventually and to think twice before selling their property in their homelands. Several bishops had told
the synod that Christians selling
off their property was turning
previously Christian-Muslim
neighborhoods and towns into
totally Muslim areas.
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Cathedral Parish marks 150 years
BY JOHN GLEASON

For nearly a century the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception has
proudly stood at the corner of E.
Colfax Boulevard and Logan
Street, guiding the spiritual
needs of the Catholic faithful of
the Denver Archdiocese and
standing as witness to the
growth of the city in which it resides.
In 2010 the parish, founded in
1860 as St. Mary’s at 15th and
Stout streets by then-Father,
later
Bishop
Joseph
P.
Machebeuf, marks its 150th anniversary. The first Mass was celebrated on Christmas Eve.
In 2012 the cathedral will
mark the 100th anniversary of
the dedication of the current
building.
For all Catholics, these joyous
events are symbols of God’s
grace and love for the “Mother
Church” of the archdiocese, according to Msgr. Thomas S.
Fryar, cathedral pastor.
“A hundred years in one
space,” he mused. “Look at all of
the events that have happened
here: ordinations of priests and
deacons in countless numbers
and the many celebrations, including World Youth Day 1993
when we actually hosted a
pope—not too many cathedrals
around the country can boast
that.
“In this one little building that
was conceived more than a 100
years ago, the Church of Denver
has been able to celebrate so
many graces and blessings,” he
added. “It’s a very special place.”
Called the “Pinnacled Glory of
the West,” the cathedral has
been the site of tens of thousands of Masses, has served as a
destination for pilgrims and has
housed sacred relics. It has survived two lighting strikes and
has been restored and remodeled over the years. It continues
to be a beautiful place to worship and a refuge for those in
need.
When the cathedral was dedicated in 1912, Colorado had
been a state for just 36 years,
William Howard Taft was president and the White Star Line had
launched and lost its newest
and fastest ocean liner, the
Titanic. Although the church is
now dwarfed by neighboring
skyscrapers, its twin Gothic
spires continue to stand out as a
symbol of God’s love to the people of Colorado.
In 1880, then Bishop Nicholas
C.
Matz
organized
the
Immaculate
Conception
Cathedral Association for the
purpose of raising money to
build a new church, something
the likes of which had never been
seen in the Rocky Mountain

TO DONATE
Renovation donations may be
mailed to: Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception,
1530 Logan St., Denver, CO
80203. Indicate “renovations”
in the memo line.

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

THE CATHEDRAL Basilica of the Immaculate Conception is located at 1530 Logan St. in Denver.
West. Inspired by a cathedral in
Bishop Matz’s hometown of
Munster, Germany, construction
began in 1902.
Fine Italian marble was cut
and crafted for use in the construction of the altars and
Communion rail. Marble from
Colorado found its way into
confessionals, pillars, steps and
other parts of the church. Side
altars were created for the
Blessed Mother, St. Joseph and
the Sacred Heart and the building was as up to date as any
structure of its time, complete
with telephones and a ventilation system. More than 75
stained-glass windows were imported from Germany. Not only

are they stunning, but no other
U.S. church boasts more
stained-glass windows.
Msgr. James Rasby was cathedral rector from 1969-1989. He
said the first time he remembers
seeing the cathedral was in 1936
when he attended an ordination
there.
“I was 11 and I thought it was
the biggest building that God
ever built,” he recalled. “During
the four-hour ceremony, I counted the cracks in the floor. Years
later when I became rector I told
the congregation in my first sermon that I had been assigned
there because I knew where the
cracks were that had to be fixed.”
As rector, Msgr. Rasby was

given the job of overseeing a
major renovation of the cathedral in 1974. Termed an “updating,” included in the project was
sandblasting the exterior of the
building, washing the windows
and the renovation of the 3,000pipe church organ.
“It was a big project,” he said,
“and so many things had to be
done. The church hadn’t been
painted in 40 years, it needed a
new sound system and of
course the altar railing was removed. It was an exciting time to
say the least.”
When the cathedral was built,
it was surrounded by mansions
of Denver’s elite-those who were
responsible for building the

state from the ground up. As the
decades passed, the neighborhood changed, but the cathedral remained constant, drawing people from outside parish
boundaries, according to Msgr.
Fryar.
“One of the things to be aware
of is that the parish was started
in the midst of a vibrant neighborhood of families with children,” he said. “And there were
schools; the cathedral had both
a grade and a high school. Many
young people gravitated here,
met their future spouse and
started families.
“Today the schools are gone
but the church remains, a sort of
crossroads in the archdiocese,”
he continued. “It draws people
because this is the place where
they feel at home and at peace
to come and worship and praise
the Lord.”
The basilica, so named by
Pope John Paul II in 1979, is in
the middle of yet another renovation in anticipation of the
dedication anniversary.
In 2007 a new altar was installed. Other recent renovations saw the opening of the
vestibule, which made the baptistery more visible. The facility
was made more handicap accessible and wood paneling that
had been added during the “updating” was removed.
Still to come is refurbishing
the pews, renovating the exterior of the confessionals and redoing the floor. The final stage of
improvements will include
cleaning the treasured windows
and repainting the interior.
Msgr. Fryar said the work is
coming along at an even pace.
“Not as fast as I’d like,” he said.
“But when you consider the financial constraints we’re dealing with, it’s going well.”
Msgr. Fryar is confident that
the renovation will be done in
time for the cathedral’s century
celebration in 2012 and ready for
use for the next hundred years.
What will Catholics of the next
century find in the Mother
Church of the archdiocese?
“They will continue to find a
cathedral that is very much an
expression of the church of
Denver,” he said. “A place where
we gather to celebrate grace and
life. It’s going to still be there.”

Information from “Colorado
Catholicism” by Thomas Noel
was used in this story.
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The ‘Mother Church’: From St. Mary’s to the Cathedral Basilica

CATHEDRAL
BASILICA
HISTORIC DATES
> 1860: Parish founded (as
St. Mary's) by Father Joseph
Machebeuf. First Mass celebrated on Christmas Eve.
> 1868: St. Mary Church is
named a cathedral when
Father Machebeuf is ordained first bishop of
Colorado.
> 1890: New brick structure
is constructed to replace the
old church. Upper floors
serve as Cathedral School,
while the basement is converted into a pro-cathedral.
The old church is sold and
demolished in 1900.
> 1902: Groundbreaking on
new Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception.
> 1906: Laying of cornerstone.
> 1911: The two 210-foot-tall
Gothic bell spires are
capped.
> 1912: Lightning strikes west
spire. Dedication of the
cathedral is delayed as workmen repair damage.
> Oct. 27, 1912: Dedication
ceremony of Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception.
> 1968: The cathedral is
named a landmark by City
and County of Denver.
> 1974: Modernization of the
cathedral interior, which includes new wood paneling on
the walls and around confessionals, removal of the marble Communion rail and extensive painting.
> 1979: Pope John Paul II elevates the cathedral to
Minor Basilica.

ALL BUT HISTORIC PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DCR

> 1993: Pope John Paul II celebrates Mass at the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception during the week of World Youth
Day activities.
> 1997: Lightning strikes east
spire.
> 2007: Renovation to interior of church, including making it more handicap accessible, installing a new sound
system and a new altar, and
relocation of baptistery.
> 2009: Statue of Pope John
Paul II erected on the parish
grounds near the World
Youth Day doors on the west
side of the cathedral.
> 2010: 150th anniversary of
the founding of the cathedral.

TOP ROW: St. Mary Cathedral, predecessor to the Cathedral
Basilica, just before it was demolished; Interior of St. Mary’s.
SECOND ROW: The Cathedral Basilica’s newly renovated baptistery; Archbishop Charles Chaput dedicates the new altar. Behind
the congregation, paneling that has now been removed is still visible; The main doors to the Cathedral Basilica.
THIRD ROW: Renovated interior of the Cathedral Basilica; Famed
for its stained-glass windows, this one shows the cathedral’s namesake, Mary as the Immaculate Conception.
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Cathedral gala:
Fun and funds
for renovation
BY JOHN GLEASON

More than 175 people gathered at the Grand Hyatt
Denver Hotel downtown Oct.
23 for a gala and raised some
$80,000 for the ongoing remodeling of the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception.
The crowd was treated to a
delicious dinner and live and
silent auctions to aid restoration efforts to have the church
ready for the building’s centennial celebration in 2012.
Ann Trujillo of 7News was the
mistress of ceremonies and
radio
personality
Tom
Manoogian
(Lou
from
Littleton) served as auctioneer.
Msgr. Thomas Fryar, pastor
of the Cathedral Basilica, drew
applause when he reminded
the audience that the parish
was approaching its sesquicentennial on Oct. 27.
“150 years, isn’t that great,”
he said, then he got the crowd
laughing by adding, “that was
just a couple of years before I
was born. But this is a major
highlight for the parish, like a
homecoming. It’s good to see
old friends, those who make
what goes on at the cathedral
possible in this wonderful
building of ours, which is 98
years old.”
The live auction began with
Lou from Littleton working
the crowd as he touted items
up for sale. The first item he
took bids on was a dinner for
eight with Denver Auxiliary
Bishop James D. Conley.
Using a fine sense of horse
trading, Lou plied his salesmanship on the crowd to generate interest.
“You all know that Bishop
Conley spent several years in
Italy learning, among other
things, how to cook,” he said.
“This is a first-class dinner for

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

SOME of the Cathedral Basilica
gala committee executive
chairs pose with Msgr. Thomas
Fryar. From left: Kathy Flick,
Laura Salvato, Nancy Markel
and Mary Ellen Lederman.
you and seven of your friends.
Now who could say no to
that?”
In the end, the sales pitch
was so good and the interest
so strong that not one, but
three separate dinners were
auctioned off for $1,300 a
piece.
“Somebody better call
Bishop Conley and let him
know what I did,” Lou joked.
Not to be outdone, Msgr.
Fryar took to the floor to help
auction off a dinner that he
will host at the Cathedral
Basilica rectory.
“This will simply be the best
dinner in town,” he said. “Our
chef will cook up a fourcourse meal, with wine. You’ll
be having dinner in the same
room where Pope John Paul II
ate when he was here for
World Youth Day (1993).”
When the dust had settled,
and the bidding was over, four
separate dinners had been
auctioned off at $1,200 each.
Parish administrator Mary
Ellen Lederman told the
Denver Catholic Register that
recent renovation efforts have
included refinishing of the
nave walls, new framing of the
Stations of the Cross and improvement of the lighting system. But other jobs remain.
“Our next phase will include
restoration of the pews, to
clean them and refinish
them,” she said. “We’re also
looking at renovating the confessionals and adding new
flooring and carpeting.”
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Book on Cathedral Basilica’s history to be republished
BY JOHN GLEASON

In anticipation of the 2012,
100th anniversary of the dedication of the Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception, the
Archdiocese of Denver Office of
Liturgy and Archives will publish
a new copy of the book, “The
Pinnacled Glory of the West.”
Originally published in 1912,
the book gives an extensive history of the cathedral that includes how it came into being,
the people who labored to make
it a reality and what it meant for
the Catholics of a state then not
even 40 years old.
In addition to the original
story and pictures, which also
gives the history of the parish in
the decades before ground was
broken for the cathedral, the
reprint will tell more of the story
of the cathedral as it served the
faithful of Colorado during its
first 100 years, said Karyl Klein,
archdiocesan archivist.
“This will be an expanded version of the book published in
1912,” Klein said. “It’ll contain
all the original text and photos
as well as an update section featuring events that have taken
place at the cathedral since the
dedication, new photos and
some history on those who’ve
served as rectors.”
“The Pinnacled Glory of the

AN ARTIST’S rendition of the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception from 1914.

West” was originally the work of
then-rector Father Hugh L.
McMenamin.
“He was right there, involved
in the process from the very beginning,” Klein said. “He provides a first-hand narrative you
couldn’t get any other way.”
The 10-year writing project
began with the cathedral
ground breaking in 1902. Four
years later the cornerstone was
laid and in 1911 the spires were
capped. Dedication of the
cathedral took place on Oct. 27,
1912.
Designed by noted Detroit architect Leon Coquard, the cathedral features intricately designed
stained glass windows, the work
of F.X. Zettler Royal Bavarian Art
Institute of Munich, Germany.
The marble which was used for
altars, statues and Communion
rail came from the world famous
quarry in Carrara, Italy.
Topics the original publication explores include the cathedral’s architecture, art, chimes
and dedication day—when tens
of thousands of people marched
in the street in celebration of
completion of the project. The
book also contains a section devoted to the building committee
and other generous citizens of
the city who were contributors
to the project, among them John
K. Mullen, George Cottrell and

William Horan.
Donning Company of Virginia
Beach, Va., is the publisher. The
company, which specializes in
historical books, has published
19 books dealing with various
historical aspects of Colorado.
Since 2007, the cathedral has
been undergoing extensive renovation and remodeling in anticipation for the centennial celebration. Republication of the
book will help defray the cost of
the work. Klein said that even
though the book won’t be available until May 2012, pre-orders
are now being taken.
“It will be a limited edition so
people don’t want to wait too
long,” she said. “Plans call for a
run of 500 copies to be printed,
which isn’t a very large number.
And remember, we’re anticipating orders from parishes and
schools—announcements went
into church bulletins last week
and we’re already getting calls.
We’re also looking for an angel
who would like to assist in underwriting the publication cost.”
Klein said that due to the historical significance of the book,
copies will also be made available to the public libraries and
the state historical society.
Orders are now being taken
for “The Pinnacled Glory of the
West.” Cost of the book is
$24.95; $20 for orders placed before Dec. 17. Call 303-520-9986
to place an order or e-mail
karyl.klein@archden.org.
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Saints
From Page 1

ent interests,” Welborn said.
“There’s a saint—many in
fact—for each child, whether
he or she is intellectually inclined like St. Edith Stein, creatively inclined like Blessed Fra
Angelico, or a strong leader like
St. Theresa of Avila.
“Each child is called to be
whoever he or she is, growing
in holiness in a particular way.”

Living as Jesus did

Jesus lived a radically different lifestyle and saints emulate
that example.
“Our fundamental purpose
on earth is not to succeed, or
even to find self-fulfillment, or
to be ‘happy,’” said Welborn.
“Hard to believe, but true. The
purpose of human life is to love
and serve God, and let him live
and love through us.”
This countercultural way of
thinking presents a much different message than children
encounter in the world.
“With saints as role models,
children will see that listening to
Christ and following him will
probably bring them ridicule
and
misunderstanding,”
Welborn said. “But they will also
see that this is OK, more than
OK—it is something they should
expect and welcome because if
they want to be like Christ, they
must accept suffering.”
St. Catherine of Siena was
misunderstood in medieval Italy
when she followed an unprecedented path that was neither
marriage nor religious life; and
St. John Bosco was ridiculed as
he developed educational
methods that were radically different from any in his day.

Bringing joy

The examples of the saints
demonstrate that a life of discipleship brings joy.
“In the end, children will see
that the most important aspect
of all—that a life as a friend of
Jesus—brings joy,” she said.
“Because that is what we were
made for, after all.”

SAINT-RELATED
ACTIVITIES/
DEVOTIONS
Liturgical calendar: available
through many parishes
Lives of saints:
http://saints.sqpn.com
Saint books: Catholic book
stores
Subscribe to Saint of the Day
via e-mail, RSS feed, Twitter,
podcast or purchase iPhone
app: www.americancatholic.
org/Features/SaintofDay/
Coloring pages and recommended books:
http://www.catholicmom.com/s
aint.htm
“Recipes for Life: A Catholic
Family Cookbook”:
www.tasteprogram.com

Saintly examples include the
recently beatified teen Blessed
Chiara Badano, who was
known for her redemptive suffering, once saying, “I suffered
a lot, but my soul was singing;”
and the Blessed Mother herself
was only a teenager when she
said ‘yes’ to becoming the
Mother of God.
“The power of presenting
saints as role models to children doesn’t always lie in what
a particular saint did, but in
their fundamental stance to listen to God first and foremost,”
said Welborn.

Saints at home
There are many ways parents
can incorporate devotion to
the saints in their family life.
Prayer: All saints’ lives begin
with prayer. Families can observe saint feast days as noted
on a liturgical calendar and
pray for their intercession.
Read: There are many books
on the lives of saints including
Welborn’s. (See the accompanying box for suggested reading and websites.)
Activities: Devotional books
and websites give information
on saints and age-appropriate
activities such as coloring
pages for younger children,

cooking projects and crafts.
“When children are surrounded with the communion
of saints, they will see consistently that they’re called to listen to Christ, to follow him, and
go wherever he leads,” Welborn
said. “We’re not just giving
them good lessons, we’re introducing them to friends for life
here on earth and for eternity.”
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the Colorado State Council, is
given annually to a person
who has demonstrated unparalleled leadership in promoting and advancing excellence
in education. The award was
presented by Russ Ramsey, director of AdvancED Colorado,
at the John Paul II Center Sept.
9 during a meeting for principals of Catholic schools.

Flat Stanley travels from All
Souls to Iraq and back
PHOTO BY ROXANNE KING/DCR

RUSS RAMSEY and Sr.
Elizabeth Youngs

Sister
of
Charity
of
Leavenworth
Elizabeth
Youngs,
the
Denver
Archdiocese’s assistant superintendant of Catholic schools,
was honored with the
Colorado
Excellence
in
Education Award for 20092010. The award, presented by

After reading “Flat Stanley,”
a 1964 book by Jeff Brown
about a completely flat boy,
second grade students at All
Souls School in Englewood
decided to mail a facsimile of
the main character to Iraq.
The paper doll traditionally
travels the globe and is photographed with various landmarks. The program helps
students study geography and
writing skills.
Dressed in military camouflage, Flat Stanley visited U.S.

Army 1st Lt. Joshua Solova,
who was stationed in Iraq.
Solova took pictures of the figure, which he then returned to
the class, with a promise to
visit them when his tour of
duty was over. Last month
Solova visited the children,
now in the third grade, to talk
with them about his experiences. The students cheered
their approval when he promised to take Flat Stanley with
him on any future missions.

Nativity School remembers a
special first-grade teacher
The students and faculty of
Nativity of Our Lord School in
Broomfield recently honored
teacher Mary Kircher, 57, who
lost her battle with cancer in
August. In June, Kircher had
marked her 30th anniversary
teaching at Nativity. Kircher
was known as a dedicated educator who always planned
special plays and Mother’s
Day liturgies for her first grade

class. The students remembered Kircher at the annual
Broomfield Days Parade by
walking with posters covered
with accolades to her. Along
the parade route marchers
stopped and prayed for the repose of her soul. Pink balloons, her favorite color, were
carried and then released at
the reviewing stand after a
tribute was read by the parade
emcee.

Mullen students help stock
shelves of shelter
Students of J.K. Mullen High
School in southwest Denver,
with help from parents,
friends and alumni, collected
$400 in cash, and two carloads
of food and dry goods Sept. 10
to benefit SafeHouse Denver,
an emergency shelter for victims of domestic violence.
The items were collected before the football game between Mullen and Grandview
high schools.

Arrupe student, grads
finalists in BizFest

Arrupe Jesuit High School
students Brianna Apodaca,
Jose Madrid and Jackie Meraz
were named finalists in
BizFest, an innovative entrepreneurship program that
teaches Hispanic high school
juniors and seniors to turn
hobbies into profitable business ventures.
The BizFest curriculum focuses on leadership development and entrepreneurship
training. As part of this training, the students developed a
viable business idea and business plan that was presented
to a panel of judges.
Apodaca is a senior at
Arrupe. Her business plan involved the creation of a workforce development company
that would teach improved
customer service skills to employees in the hospitality industry.
Arrupe graduate Madrid
just started his freshman year
at Georgetown University. His
business, Energized!, is an
eco-friendly gym that recycles
green energy and provides educational opportunities to low
income children through
mentorship programs, after
school tutoring, and free access to gym facilities.
Arrupe graduate Meraz is
currently a freshman at Regis
University. Her business is a
nonprofit organization designed to help victims of domestic violence develop
workforce skills through a
work-study program.
The Denver students competed against other regional
finalists for college scholarships during the U.S Hispanic
Chamber
of
Commerce
National Convention and
business Expo Sept. 24 and 25
in Dallas. BizFest is sponsored
by Sam’s Club and the
USHCC.

Regis Jesuit teacheralumnus honored

Regis Jesuit High School
teacher and alumnus Jim
Broderick King was recently
honored by the Boettcher
Foundation as a recipient of
the Teacher Recognition
Awards program. King said he
plans to use the $1,000 grant
to fund activities for Justice
League, a club in the Regis
Girls Division that addresses
human rights issues. The
award, created in 1992 for
Boettecher Scholars to extend their gratitude to counselors, principals, superintendents and teachers who
have dedicated themselves to
providing the youth of
Colorado with an outstanding education. King was
nominated by 2010 Boettcher
Scholar and fellow Regis
alumnus, Jena Fleiner.
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Holiness: The perfection of love
BY JEANETTE DEMELO

Holiness and perfection seem
so out of reach in my daily life.
That stuff is for the saints and
I’m no saint.
I stood challenged recently
when Archbishop José Gomez of
Los Angeles reminded a roomful
of women that we are all called
to be saints—holy and perfect.
Holiness is the perfection of
love, he said. He explained this
call to love in just such a way
that I came away thinking it
might actually be possible.
Possible, that is, only by God’s
overabundant grace.
Archbishop Gomez spoke to
180 women at the fifth annual
ENDOW (Educating on the
Nature and Dignity of Women)
Catholic Women’s Conference,
held at St. Thomas More Church
Oct. 15 and 16. The theme was
“Called to Be Saints: Living in
the World but not of the World.”
The conference explored the
lives of Servant of God Dorothy
Day, St. Catherine of Siena and
St. Edith Stein.
In his keynote address, the
archbishop spoke of St. Frances
Cabrini who, together with her

nuns, gathered stones and real and showed that each
formed a simple image of the saint’s life was a journey. They
Sacred Heart on a mountain. weren’t born saints.
Dorothy Day, whose life was
The stone heart remains today
presented by professor
at Mother Cabrini
Terrance Wright, was
Shrine in Golden, Colo.
seemingly the most
By this example,
un-saintly. Born in the
Archbishop Gomez enlate 19th century to a
couraged us to “gather
non-religious family,
stones into the heart of
she was baptized
Jesus” and to “turn
Episcopal as a young
every corner of the
girl but lost her faith
world into a reflection
JEANETTE
during college.
of the Sacred Heart.”
DEMELO
Before she was 30,
Cautioning us not to
lose heart when we don’t always she got pregnant out of wedlock
see results, he said: “We live in a twice. Regrettably she aborted
result-driven world. But the her first child.
God’s call was greater than her
kingdom of heaven isn’t that
way. It grows by little acts of life’s chaos. Day kept her second
child. She baptized her Catholic
faith…”
“The age of the saints is not and became Catholic herself,
past,” he continued. “In every believing “it was the greatest
age the Lord is calling out saints. thing” she could do for her child.
Day eventually helped to
In our day he is calling you … He
calls us to have the courage to found the Catholic Worker
love, like Mother Cabrini, with Movement, which spread
the love that transforms hearts Catholic social teaching. She
opened houses of hospitality
of stone into hearts of flesh.”
All of the conference speakers where the homeless and volunwere keenly aware of the ten- teers lived together in commudency to think of saints as dras- nity.
St. Thérèse of Lisieux, who
tically unlike “normal” people.
Their stories made the saints Day called “the Saint of the

Professor-author nun to speak on ‘The
Concept of Woman in Relation to Man’
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

ular with respect to their great dignity
and equal worth with men, and at the
The public is invited to a free public same time the roots of their significant
lecture by professor-author Sister differentiation.
Prudence Allen, R.S.M., on Western
“Catholic philosophy,” she added,
philosophers’ thoughts on sex and “has been foundational in this develgender identity.
opment especially from its
The lecture is set for 7 p.m.
early 20th-century roots in
Nov. 4 in Bonfils Hall at the
the work of Dietrich von
John Paul II Center, 1300 S.
Hildebrand,
Bernard
Steele St. in Denver.
Lonergan,
Edith
Stein,
The Religious Sister of
Jacques and Raissa Maritain,
Mercy teaches at St. John
and others including our late
Vianney
Theological
Holy Father John Paul II. I
Seminary in Denver. The talk
will try to trace the signifiis the final presentation in
cant discoveries that each of
SISTER
the school’s annual Cardinal
these Catholic authors conPRUDENCE
Stafford Lecture Series and is
tributed to the contemporary
ALLEN, R.S.M.
the only one open to the
dialogue about woman’s true
public.
identity and contrast them with some
Sister Allen is the author of a two- of the distortions defended by others
volume work, “The Concept of today.”
Woman,” which explores women’s
The lecture includes research from
identity. Laboring on a third volume Sister Allen’s upcoming book, “The
that will complete the series, Sister Concept of Woman 1500-2010: Search
Allen’s lecture, “The Concept of for the Communion of Persons,”
Woman in Relation to Man 1500- which is scheduled to be published
2000,” will share some of the key turn- after December 2012.
ing points in modern and contempoSister Allen’s talk is co-sponsored by
rary thought about this important the seminary and ENDOW (Educating
topic.
on the Nature and Dignity of Woman),
“In this lecture I will trace the dra- a Catholic nonprofit group dedicated
matic developments in the concept of to teaching the “new feminism” of
woman mainly during the timeframe Pope John Paul II. The talk with conof 1500 to the present,” Sister Allen clude with a question and answer dissaid. “We will discover how powerfully cussion. For more information, conthe Catholic Church has promoted tact the Office of the Academic Dean at
and defended the full development of 303-282-3448 or e-mail kathleen.
women through the centuries, partic- oshea@archden.org.

Responsible,” became her
guide for living the little moments of each day with love.
Day reminded those who
worked with her that the little
boy in the Gospel gave Jesus all
he had, five loaves and two fish,
and Jesus did the rest. Giving
all daily was Day’s little way,
and she reminds us that we too
need to give Jesus all that we
have and allow him to do the
rest.
The other conference speakers presented on saints a little
more commonly recognized for
holiness.
Calling St. Catherine of Siena
one of her best friends,
Dominican Sister Catherine
Joseph Droste presented on the
life of the 14th-century lay
Dominican mystic.
While there were many aspects of St. Catherine’s life that
set her apart from the average
21st-century woman, Sister
Droste suggested it was
Catherine’s radical love for the
human person that makes her
so relevant today. St. Catherine
knew that only by knowing
God’s infinite love could we
know ourselves and recognize
who God calls us to be.
In studying the life of Edith
Stein,
author
Elizabeth
Mitchell said she found a soul

sister. Mitchell presented on
the 20th-century philosopher
who converted to Catholicism
after several encounters with
“living images” of faith. For
Stein, these living images were
ordinary people who by their
small daily actions revealed
their deep love for Jesus Christ
and their faith in God’s great
love for them. Stein became a
Carmelite nun and her life
ended in martyrdom at the
hand of the Nazis. Stein wrote
extensively on the vocation of
women and her writings offer
both deep intellectual truths
but also simple tips for keeping
in the presence of God daily.
The 2010 ENDOW conference
with its saintly theme came at a
perfect time—a couple weeks
before All Saints’ Day. Because of
it, I won’t be so tempted to dismiss that day as a celebration for
those who are so different from
me. Rather, this year I will celebrate the saints as friends, soul
sisters and prayer partners in a
journey that we are all called to
live. I hope you are encouraged
to do the same.

Jeanette DeMelo is a founding
board member of ENDOW. The
2010 ENDOW Conference talk
CDs can be ordered at
www.ENDOWonline.com.
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Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Rosary For Life: at Church of the
Risen Christ, 3060 S. Monaco
Parkway, Denver prior to Mass.
Oct. 30: rosary 8 a.m.
Mass 8:30 a.m.
Mother-Daughter Mass: in honor of
Blessed Mother of the Miraculous
Medal at Our Lady of Lourdes, 2298 S.
Logan St., Denver. Breakfast and lecture to follow Mass. Cost is $5 per
person. Call 303-733-7190 to register.
Oct. 30: Mass 8:30 a.m.
Breakfast 9:30 a.m.
Respect Life Mass: celebrated by
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput O.F.M.
Cap, and Auxiliary Bishop James D.

Conley S.T.L. at Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver.
Oct. 30: noon
Annual Veterans Day Celebration:
at Blessed Sacrament Church, 4900
Montview Blvd., Denver. Tribute
and reception to follow Mass for
veterans and families. Call 303377-8835 if you need transportation.
Nov. 10: Mass 8:10 a.m.
Reception 9 a.m.
Patriotic Mass: to honor all past
and present veterans at St. Jude
Church, 9405 W. Florida Ave.,
Lakewood. Refreshments to follow
in community center.
Nov. 12: 6:30 p.m.

Respect Life Prayer Vigil: and adoration of Blessed Sacrament at
Shrine of St. Anne Church, 7555
Grant Place, Arvada.
Nov. 14: 6:30 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS

J.K. Mullen High School: open
house at the school, 3601 S. Lowell
Blvd., Denver. Come find out what
J.K. Mullen has to offer your child.
Call 303-761-1764 for details.
Nov. 7: Mass 8:30 a.m.
Tours 10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Order Your Copy Now: of “Pinnacled
Glory of the West,” a book about
the history of the Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception. Cost
is $24.95 but all orders received by
Dec. 17 will cost only $20. Call 303520-9986 to order your copy today.

Andrew Dinner: for those who are
interested in vocation to the priesthood. Call 303-282-3429 for more
information.
Nov. 9: 6:30 p.m.
Sacred Heart
38044 Weld County
Road 16, Roggen

Vendors Wanted: for November 6
and 7 craft fair at Assumption
Catholic Church, 2361 E. 78th Ave.,
Thornton. Call 303-287-9153 for
details.

A Concert Of Hope: by musician
Eric Genuis at St. Thomas More
Church, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. Admission is free.
Nov. 10: 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

St. Vincent de Paul: to host Fall
Open House at the school, 1164 S.
Josephine St., Denver. Meet teachers and students and find out all
about the school. More information
available at 303-777-3812.
Nov. 9: 9 a.m. - noon

Our Lady Of Lourdes: grade school
to present “Annie Jr.” at the school,
2256 S. Logan St., Denver. Tickets
are $10 for adult, $8 for children.
Nov. 12, 13: 7 p.m.
Nov. 14: 2 p.m. and 6 p.m.

Come Ready For Fun: at a night of
Bingo and spaghetti dinner at Sts.
Peter and Paul Church, 3900 Pierce
St., Wheat Ridge. For more information call 303-984-6262.
Nov. 5: 6:30 p.m.
Catholic Mountain Singles: age 55
and over to meet at Mountain
Resource Center in Conifer to plan
fall outings. Call 303-968-9831 for
details and directions.
Nov. 6: 9:30 a.m.
Nativity of Our Lord: is holding
their 21st annual craft fair at the
church, 900 W. Midway Blvd.,
Broomfield. Admission, one can of
non-perishable food. Call 303-4690670 for more information.
Nov. 6: 9 a.m - 4:30 p.m
Nov. 7: 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Evening Of Hope Gala: sponsored by
Seeds of Hope Charitable Trust will
be held at Grand Hyatt Denver, 1750
Welton St., Denver. Call 303-7153127 for ticket information.
Nov. 19: 5:30 p.m.
Craft And Wares Fair: at St. Joseph
Church, 969 Ulysses St., Golden,
sponsored by the youth group.
Shop crafts, products and many
Christmas items.
Nov. 20: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Nov. 21: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Vocation Discernment Retreat: with
the Capuchin Friars at Mother
Cabrini Shrine, 20189 Cabrini Blvd.,
Golden. Call 303-981-1111 to register or online at
www.capuchins.org/vocations.html
Oct. 29 - 31

Archbishop’s Lecture Series: kicks
off with Joseph Bottum who will
speak on “Hope and the
Apocalypse”in Bonfils Hall at JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Call 303-715-3123 for information or
email info@archden.org.
Nov. 1: 7 p.m.
Panel Discussion: on Blessed John
Henry Newman at Holy Name
Parish, 3290 W. Milan Ave.,
Englewood. Participants include
Auxiliary Bishop James D. Conley
STL and Father Daniel Cardo SCV.
Call 303-715-3260 for details.
Nov. 2: 7 p.m.
Cardinal Stafford Lecture: to present Sister Prudence Allen R.S.M.
who will speak on “The Concept of
Woman in Relation to Man” at JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Nov. 4: 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Vocation Discernment Retreat Day:
for women 17 - 35 led by Father
Peter Mussett at Little Sisters of
the Poor, 3629 W. 29th Ave.,
Denver. There is no fee. Call 303594-7420 by Nov. 3 to register.
Nov. 6: 9:45 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

PILGRIMAGES/TOURS
Vincentian Heritage Tour: to France
with Father Lawrence Christensen,
CM. Download free brochure at
www.GoCatholicTravel.com or call
303-758-8826.
May 16 - 26
Holy Land Pilgrimage: with Father
Ron Weissbeck. Call for details and
itinerary, 970-353-7500.
May 3 - 16
Pilgrimage To Israel: led by Father
Randy Dollins and former Biblical
School Director Thomas Smith.
Space is limited, information available online at www.gen215.org.
May 22 - June 1
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