INDEX
Archbishop’s Column.......................2
Respect Life: Make Room...............3
The Catholic Difference..................4
Breaking Open the Word................4
Guest Column: Our Father..............5
World/Nation......................................6
Bulletin Board...................................14
Service Directory.............................15

INSIDE
CATHOLIC LIFE

www.DenverCatholicRegister.org

110 Years of Service to the Gospel

Volume LXXXVI – No. 34

Joseph Machebeuf: Pioneer bishop of Colorado
BY JOHN GLEASON
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October 29 is a special day in
the life of the Church in
Colorado. On that day 150 years
ago a short, wiry man arrived in
what was then nothing more
than a village on the banks of the
Platte River to minister to the
small, but growing number of
Catholics in the wilds of the
frontier.
Father Joseph Projectus
Machebeuf, 48, was the vicar
general of Santa Fe when he arrived in this territory with Father
Jean Baptiste Raverdy and a supply-laden wagon drawn by
mules to begin work on what
would one day be known as the
Archdiocese of Denver.
“He always struck me as the
most unlikely of pioneers,” said
Tom Noel, a 20-year professor of
history at the University of
Colorado at Denver and author
of “Colorado Catholicism and
the Archdiocese of Denver,
1857-1989.”
Machebeuf was a small
man—slight of stature and
bookish—not the type you
would expect to find in what was
then considered to be wild, untamed country. During one of
his many travels he suffered an
injury, the result of falling from a
stagecoach, which left him
lame. He spent the rest of his life
hobbling around the territory
carrying out his ministry.
“Let’s just say he’d have never
made it in Hollywood as the
rugged outdoors type,” Noel said.
But the homely little man who
looked like he didn’t belong left a
long history in building the
foundation of the Catholic

JOSEPH PROJECTUS Machebeuf was the first bishop of
Colorado. A native of France, he served as the vicar general of
the Santa Fe Diocese when he was sent to Denver in 1860 to
begin serving the gold seekers in the mining camps.
Church in Colorado.
“He
founded
parishes,
schools, hospitals,” Noel said,
“and he wasn’t afraid to stand up
to people either.”
One of Noel’s favorite stories is
how Father Machebeuf, having
grown tired of always having to
seek out a place to say Mass
when he travelled to Central
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City, decided on a more pro-active approach.
“During the Mass, he ordered
the doors shut and bolted and
refused to open them until,
“people ‘contribute or subscribe
(pledge) for a church,’” he said
with a chuckle. “They did.”
Born Aug. 11, 1812, in Riom,
France, the future bishop entered

the seminary in 1831 and was ordained five years later. He came
to America and settled in the
Diocese of Cincinnati where he
worked in a parish in Tiffin, Ohio,
and later, was the founding pastor of Holy Angels Parish in
Sandusky, Ohio. In 1850 he came
West with his friend JohnBaptiste Lamy and served as pastor of parishes in Albuquerque
and Santa Fe. During this time
Machebeuf’s travels as missionary took him all over the southwest, through Colorado, New
Mexico, Arizona and Utah. He
fashioned a wagon which served
as transportation, apartment
and rolling church complete with
a flip-down tailgate that he
pressed into service as an altar.
Arriving in Denver on Oct. 29,
1860, Father Machebeuf wrote
that he spent his first night,
“camped out on two bare lots donated in Denver by the Express
Co. and having no neighbors but
squirrels (prairie dogs) and rattlesnakes.” As he walked around
the area he found, “not a city, but
the little village of Denver, made
up of low frame stores, log cabins,
tents and Indian wigwams on the
banks of the Platte.”
It may not have consisted of
much, but it was precisely where
he needed to be, according to
Bishop Joseph F. Martino, retired
bishop of the Diocese of
Scranton, Pa., who now teaches
history at Redemptoris Mater
Archdiocesan
Missionary
Seminary in Denver.
“It was a time of desperate
need for missionaries because of
the small but stable population

See Machebeuf, Page 16
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Paul was born to a devout Italian family. He
fought for Venice against the Turks, but did not
like soldiering and retired to a life of prayer. In a
“great vision” in 1720, he saw himself in the
habit of the order he would found. After ordination in 1727 he chose the name Paul of the
Cross and founded the Congregation of the
Passion, or Passionists, to focus on prayer, penance and parish missions. Paul became well-known for his fervent preaching and for promoting devotion to the Passion.
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CHARLES J. CHAPUT O.F.M. CAP.

In culture of confusion,
Church the only reliable guide
The short story, “The Lottery,” is set on a summer day in a small
town in 1940s America. The people are assembling for a very old
annual ritual. The ritual has something to do with imploring a
good corn harvest—but there’s no mention of any God, and no
clergy anywhere in the picture.
Each person in the village lines up to draw a slip of paper from
an old wooden box. Tessie Hutchinson, a young wife and mother,
draws a slip with a black mark. From that moment, the story
moves quickly to its conclusion. The lottery official gives the word,
and the villagers move in on Tessie. And they stone her to death.
“The Lottery” is one of the most widely read stories ever published in the United States. And for good reason. It’s well told. The
ending leaves the reader breathless. Teachers like it because it
provokes sharp classroom discussions. Or at least it used to.
A few years ago, a college writing professor, Kay Haugaard, wrote
an essay about her experiences teaching “The Lottery” over a period of about two decades. She said that in the early 1970s, students
who read the story voiced shock and indignation. The tale led to
vivid conversations on big topics—the meaning of sacrifice and tradition; the dangers of group-think and blind allegiance to leaders;
the demands of conscience and the consequences of cowardice.
Sometime in the mid-1990s, however, reactions began to change.
Haugaard described one classroom discussion that—to me—
was more disturbing than the story itself. The students had nothing to say except that the story bored them. So Haugaard asked
them what they thought about the villagers ritually sacrificing one
of their own for the sake of the harvest.
One student, speaking in quite reasonable tones, argued that
many cultures have traditions of human sacrifice. Another said
that the stoning might have been part of “a religion of long standing,” and therefore acceptable and understandable. An older student who worked as a nurse, also weighed in. She said that her
hospital had made her take training in multicultural sensitivity.
The lesson she learned was this: “If it’s a part of a person’s culture,
we are taught not to judge.”
Haugaard’s experience with “The Lottery” is worth some serious
thought. Our culture is doing catechesis every day. It works like
water dripping on a stone, eroding people’s moral and religious
sensibilities, and leaving a hole where their convictions used to be.
As Haugaard saw firsthand, it took less than a generation for
this catechesis to produce a group of young adults who were unable to take a moral stand against the ritual murder of a young
woman. Not because they were cowards; but because they had
lost their moral vocabulary.
Haugaard’s students seemingly grew up in a culture shaped by
moral ambiguity. In other words, they grew up in an environment
that teaches, in many different ways, that good and evil can’t exist
in any absolute sense.
This is the culture we now live in, and the catechesis is ongoing. But I don’t think this new kind of barbarism—because
that’s what it is; a form of barbarism—is an inevitable process. It’s
not easy to de-moralize and strip a society of its religious sense.
Accomplishing the task requires two key factors: First, it takes the
aggressive, organized efforts of individuals and groups committed
to undermining faith and historic Christian values. Second, it
takes the indifference of Christian believers like you and me.
Sixty years ago, when Shirley Jackson wrote “The Lottery,” she
could count on her readers knowing what right and wrong were.
She lived in a culture that reflected a broadly Christian consensus
about virtue and moral integrity. That’s no longer the case. The
culture we live in today proselytizes for a very different consensus—one based on political and moral agendas vigorously hostile
to Christian beliefs.
In a culture of confusion, the Church is our only reliable guide.
It’s never been more urgent for us to preach and teach our Catholic
beliefs with passion. So let’s ask God to make us brave enough and
humble enough to follow our faith to its radical conclusions.
This week’s column is condensed and adapted from the archbishop’s Oct. 15 remarks to a Diocese of Victoria, B.C., catechetical
congress.
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Speaker-author Joseph Bottum to
kick-off Archbishop’s Lecture Series
BY DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER

themes of progress and tradition, hope and despair, mercy
and tradition.
Popular speaker and author
The second lecture in the seJoseph Bottum is set to deliver ries is scheduled for Nov. 11,
the kick-off event of the
when Robert George,
2010-2011 Archbishop’s
professor at Princeton
Lecture Series the
University and Director
evening of Nov. 1.
of the James Madison
Bottum will speak on
program constitutional
“Hope
and
the
law, philosophy of law
Apocalypse: Where We
and political philosoAre Today” in Bonfils
phy, takes the podium
Hall on the John Paul II
to speak on, “Political
JOSEPH
Center campus in
Obligations, ConsciBOTTUM
south Denver.
ence and Human Life.”
A
graduate
of
George is an author of
Georgetown University,
the Manhattan Declawith a doctorate in phiration, a call of
losophy from Boston
Christian conscience
College, Bottum is an
which speaks out on
active contributor to
the defense of the sancWall Street Journal, the
tity of life, traditional
Atlantic
Monthly,
marriage and religious
ROBERT
Nineteenth-Century
liberty.
GEORGE
Literature, CommentaRounding out this
ry, National Review and year’s lecture series on Jan. 18
Philosophy & Literature. He is will be Eric Metaxas, author of
the former editor of First Things “Everything Else You Always
and the former books and arts Wanted to Know About God
editor of The Weekly Standard (But Were Afraid to Ask)” as well
and is host of the nationally syn- as 30 other books for children.
dicated radio show, “Book Talk.” He is founder and host of
Bottum recently told the Socrates in the City, a monthly
Denver Catholic Register his talk, lecture series in New York City in
which is co-sponsored by the which people come together to
Archbishop’s Office and the discuss, “Life, God and other
Augustine Institute, will explore small topics.”
how people react to the opposed
Metaxas is the author of the

ARCHBISHOP’S
LECTURE SERIES
All lectures are free and are
set for 7 p.m. in Bonfils Hall at
the John Paul II Center, 1300
S. Steele St., Denver
Nov. 1: Joseph Bottum, “Hope
and the Apocalypse”
Nov. 11: Robert George,
“Political Obligations,
Conscience and Human Life”
Jan. 18: Eric Metaxas,
“Bonhoeffer”
Information: Call 303-715-3123
or e-mail info@arch den.org

2010 book, “Bonhoeffer: Pastor,
Martyr, Prophet, Spy,” which will
be the subject of his talk.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a
Lutheran pastor and theologian
who was put to death by the
Nazi’s for his participation in the
German resistance during the
Second World War.
All talks in the Archbishop’s
Lecture Series are free and open
to the public, and each will feature question and answer segment after the presentations.
Lectures begin at 7 p.m. The
John Paul II Center is located at
1300 Steele St. For more information, call 303-715-3123 or email info@archden.org.

Catholic teams place well in Denver Marathon
BY NATALIA FLETCHER

Catholic team Radikly
Redeemed ING Relay Team
placed fourth in the inaugural
Rock ‘n’ Roll Denver Marathon
held Oct. 17 and second in the
mixed relay division.
The four team members,
Maria Jelinek, Kelly Eurek,
Tracy Murphy and Andy
Kmetz, split the 26.2 miles respectively into four pre-determined legs.
RadiklyRedeemed was one
of six Run 4 Vocations relay
teams that participated in
what was also the inaugural
marathon campaign for vocations. Another R4V team was
comprised of Denver clergy
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CATHOLICS who ran in the Rock ‘n’ Roll Denver Marathon pose
prior to the race Oct. 17.
and seminarians:
Auxiliary
Bishop

Denver
James

Conley, Director of Priestly

See Marathon, Page 7
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iPS: An ethical alternative in stem-cell research
BY JULIE FILBY

In 1998, James A. Thomson, a
University of Wisconsin researcher, launched a moral
quagmire when he became the
original developer of embryonic
stem-cell extraction. Because
this line of research used cells
harvested by killing human embryos, it created “not merely a
political or ideological problem,
or a problem of religious
dogma,” according to the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops,
“but a deeply human problem.”
Biomedical breakthroughs
continue to develop ethically
acceptable alternatives.

iPS: An ethical alternative

In 2006, Dr. Shinya Yamanaka
of Kyoto University pioneered a
way to reprogram ordinary cells
into embryonic-like stem cells,
without killing an embryo.
His discovery involved mouse
skin cells. The following year
Yamanaka’s laboratory, as well as
Thomson’s, showed the process
also worked with human skin
cells. Known as induced
pluripotent stem cells (iPS),
these cells have revolutionized
the field of stem-cell biology.
“As a substitute for embryonic stem cells, they neatly sidestep ethical dilemmas that
have threatened to hold back
this important area of research,” said W. Malcolm
Byrnes, associate professor in
the department of biochemistry and molecular biology at
Howard University College of
Medicine in Washington, D.C.
“Because of the ethical advantages, not only scientists but
also leaders of the Catholic
Church have embraced the
possibilities they offer.”
Priest-scientist
Father
Tadeusz Pacholczyk, director
of education at The National
Catholic Bioethics Center in
Philadelphia, closely monitors
developments in iPS technology.
“Science itself may have devised a clever way to heal the
wound it opened back in 1998
when human embryos began
to be sought out and destroyed
for their stem cells,” he said.
“It’s offered a unique opportunity to declare a pause, maybe
even a truce, in the stem-cell
wars given that the source of

STEM-CELL
RESEARCH
For more information
www.ncbcenter.org
www.stemcellresearch.org

these cells is ethically pristine
and uncomplicated.”
iPS involves transferring four
genes into adult skin or blood
cells, triggering them to morph
into pluripotent stem cells.
Pluripotency means a cell can
differentiate to become any type
of cell in the body, such as skin,
heart, blood or muscle cells.
Tissues derived are nearly identical matches to cell donors, thus
avoiding rejection by the immune system.
While induced pluripotent
stem cells are derived from adult
cells, it is not accurate to say they
are a type of adult stem cell.
“There is confusion among
the public about the difference
between adult stem cells and
stem cells obtained from adult
cells,” Byrnes said. “Induced
pluripotent stem cells are in the
latter category.”
The iPS application most
widely discussed in mainstream
and scientific media is cellular
therapy or regenerative medicine. Though these applications
are believed to be years away,
many companies are researching stem-cell therapy to treat
diseases such as Alzheimer’s,
Parkinson’s disease, spinal cord
injuries and diabetes.
iPSs are useful for drug discovery and development, and disease modeling. Pharmaceutical
companies can use human tissue created from stem cells to
help identify potentially dangerous side-effects from drugs
under development before
launching human trials.
The original iPS process has
drawbacks because it involves
inserting genes into cells using
viruses, which increases the risk
that cells could cause cancer or
otherwise alter behavior. The
process is also inefficient, with
less than 1 percent of the cells
being
successfully
reprogrammed and used.
“Even when you’ve got it (the
cell) to successfully re-program,
you will still have worries about
tumors or possibilities of cells

‘misbehaving’ in other ways,”
Father Pacholczyk said.

This promulgation is to be publicly established in the
Denver Catholic Register, and copies of the Policies
Relating to Planning for Pandemic Influenza and
Emergency Preparedness are to be distributed to all
parishes of the Archdiocese of Denver, and made
available for review upon request.

STEVEN W. MOSHER

New iPS development
On Sept. 30, a team led by
Derrick J. Rossi of the Children’s
Hospital Boston announced a
new way to make induced
pluripotent stem cells using synthetic messenger RNA (mRNA).
mRNA carries genetic instructions but does not penetrate the
DNA of target cells to trigger the
steps needed to make the cells
pluripotent. Researchers found
it up to 100 times more efficient.
“I find this development so
encouraging because there’s always been a discussion that iPS
cells ‘sound good’ but when you
line them up against what some
call the gold standard (embryonic stem cells), they have significant differences,” said Father
Pacholczyk.
“There are significant differences,” he said. “But this development shows us with a little bit
of creativity and elbow grease,
we’re going to be able to solve
the practical limitations—and
have what’s probably a very viable, if not nearly perfect, alternative to embryonic stem cells.”
According
to
Father
Pacholczyk the Church is in
favor of every ethical approach
to stem-cell research. In addition to iPS, that includes adult
stems cells derived from umbilical cords, placenta and lipids;
neural adult brain cells obtained
from cadavers; and germ cells.
“If we acknowledge the seriousness of the moral concerns,
and yet we really want to see science go forward,” he said. “We
need to recognize some of the
alternative approaches and
focus on why the news ones are
better.”
Currently the legality of federal funding for embryonic stemcell research is being contested
in court. A public opinion poll
conducted by International
Communica-tions Research last
month showed that nearly half
of Americans (47 percent) oppose federal funding of stemcell research that involves destroying human embryos.
“Research by means of induced pluripotent stem-cell
technology is transforming the
medical and bioethical landscape,” said Byrnes. “It holds
great promise.”

DECREE FROM THE ARCHBISH0P’S OFFICE
I, Most Rev. Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., archbishop of Denver, do hereby establish the Policies
Relating to Planning for Pandemic Influenza and
Emergency Preparedness as particular law in the
Archdiocese of Denver.

RESPECT LIFE

These norms shall take effect Oct. 15, 2010.

+ Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Archbishop of Denver
Francis X. Maier
Chancellor
Pastors will receive an electronic copy of the policy from the Office of Liturgy. For more information, call 303-715-3156. View the pandemic policy
online at www.archden.org; click on the Liturgy
Office.

Make room for people
This column is the third of six in the 2010-2011 Respect Life
series of the U.S. bishop’s Pro-Life Secretariat.
For over half a century, the population control movement
has waged war on human fertility. Its ranks now include
major international organizations like the International
Planned Parenthood Federation and the United Nations
Population Fund, as well as the foreign aid bureaucracies of
most of the wealthy countries of the world. Billions of dollars
are at its disposal.
For those who believe in this agenda, population growth is
the root of mankind’s problems. They claim that more people
equals less . . . of everything: prosperity, food supply, economic growth, social order. To hear them tell it, all the earth’s
real and imagined woes—from too little food and fresh water
to too much pollution of air and water—are a result of the
same cause. They claim—wrongly—that the planet we call
home is simply too crowded.
Pope Benedict XVI made the case for people in his recent
encyclical, “Charity in Truth” (“Caritas in Veritate”), writing
that “to consider population increase as the primary cause of
underdevelopment is mistaken, even from an economic
point of view” (No. 44). The pope criticized “non-governmental organizations (that) work actively to spread abortion, at
times promoting the practice of sterilization in poor countries, in some cases not even informing the women concerned. Moreover, there is reason to suspect that development aid is sometimes linked to specific health-care policies
which de facto involve the imposition of strong birth control
measures” (No. 28).
For consistently defending human life, the Church in general and Pope Benedict XVI in particular are blamed for causing governments to shy away from taking the “overpopulation problem” more seriously. What population control activists fail to understand is that the Church’s stance is supported by hard science and not “just” traditional morality.
Science has shown that reducing the number of babies
born does not in itself solve political, economic, or environmental problems. Rather, reducing births often creates grave
problems. Take Social Security and Medicare, for example. In
the United States and other industrialized countries, these
programs are difficult to sustain unless each generation of
taxpaying workers is larger than the one that went before it.
This is exactly the problem that we face now. Those who
would reduce our numbers also forget that people are ingenious producers and problem-solvers, not just inert consumers.
In fact, population growth has been the primary driver of
progress throughout history. Innovators and entrepreneurs
can be drawn to extract resources and to produce and distribute more goods in ways that sustain the natural environment and contribute to human development. At the end of
this creative process you will have more goods available at
lower prices—precisely because of population growth.
People need to be understood as the answer to problems,
and not the cause of all problems. Through efforts supporting sustainable development and economic growth, environmental indicators will also improve. As the late Julian Simon
often remarked, children born today will lead longer, healthier lives than ever before. They will live in a world where vast
tracts of land have been set aside to preserve their natural
beauty, and where the ugly scars of early industrialization
have largely been healed. The world is not an overcrowded
human ark, but it is—as it was designed to be—a beautiful
horn of plenty. And people, the pinnacle of creation, are the
ultimate resource.
Steven W. Mosher is president of the Population Research
Institute and the author of “Population Control: Real Costs
and Illusory Benefits” (Transaction Press, 2008). He is the host
of the EWTN series, “Promoting the Culture of Life around the
World,” and frequently testifies before the U.S. Congress on
population and human rights issues. For more information
visit: www.pop.org.
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Papal humor
Despite the world’s fascination with All Things Papal, there
isn’t much out there about papal humor. Which is, in a sense,
entirely understandable: it takes a certain breadth of imagination, shall we say, to imagine Gregory XVI or Pius XI telling a
joke (much less telling one on himself). Blessed John XXIII is an
exception, as he was in many other ways, and two of his wisecracks have been widely circulated. In one, the pope is asked
how many people work at the Vatican, to which the pontiff
replies, “About half.” In the other, the pope visits the Convent of
the Holy Spirit, where the somewhat flustered nun in charge
greets him by saying, “Welcome, Your Holiness, I am the superior of the Holy Spirit,” to which John responds, “Congratulations, sister; I am merely the Vicar of Jesus Christ.”
I hope that the publication of my new book, “The End and
the Beginning: Pope John Paul II—The Victory of Freedom, the
Last Years, the Legacy” (Doubleday), adds the Polish pope to
the short list of papal humorists, where he certainly deserves a
roster spot.
John Paul II’s humor, as I experienced it, tended toward the
ironic: not in the post-modern sense, in which irony is the short
road to cynicism, but in the more venerable sense of irony as a
recognition that we’re not in charge of our own lives, and that
we play the fool if we try to control everything. Thus one of my
favorite John Paul II stories involves the late pope turning the
skirmishing fire of his humor on himself and his office.
The distinguished Polish actor Jerzy Stuhr was in Rome at
one point during John Paul’s pontificate, and the pope invited
him to dinner in the papal apartment. When they were seated
at the table, the pope asked Stuhr what had brought him to
Rome, and Stuhr replied that he was playing in a production of
Adam Mickiewicz’s “Forefather’s Eve.” The pope spoke about
the importance of this drama in Polish history—“Forefather’s
Eve” was considered such an emotionally inflammatory evocation of Polish nationalism that its performance was banned in
the Russian- and Prussian-occupied parts of partitioned Poland
during the 19th century—and then asked Stuhr what role he
was taking in the Roman production of Mickiewicz’s classic.
Stuhr replied, “Your Holiness, I regret to report that I am Satan.”
To which the pope, on reflection, said, “Well, none of us gets to
choose our roles, do we?”
On another occasion, John Paul II turned his own humor
against that unhappy attempt at humor known as the Polish
joke: in this case, the habit that Germans had, in the 1970s, of
calling shabby goods, shoddy work, or any kind of foul-up “polnische Wirtschaft”—“Polish business.”
In the wake of the Banco Ambrosiano scandal of the early
1980s, in which the Vatican bank was embroiled, the pope summoned several cardinals known to be knowledgeable about finance to the Vatican to sort through the wreckage. After spending the morning listening to a tale of corruption, incompetence,
bureaucratic self-preservation, and general stupidity, John Paul
decided it was time for lunch. As he was walking with the cardinals toward the meal, he spotted the German Joachim Meisner,
cardinal archbishop of Cologne, and walked up beside him: “Tell
me, Eminence,” John Paul said, with that signature twinkle in his
eye, “do you think we have some polnische Wirtschaft in the
Vatican finances?” As Cardinal Meisner told me years later, his
jaw dropped and he was “speechless.” Later, after lunch, several
of his brother cardinals asked Meisner what the pope had said.
“It can’t be translated,” was the German’s discrete reply.
A great Christian thinker once noted that joy is the infallible
sign of God’s presence. If a robust sense of humor is an expression of a fundamentally joyful stance toward life—a stance
founded on faith in God’s ultimate triumph over what so often
seems to be the world’s tragedy—then the humor of John Paul II
is yet another reason to recognize in him a life of heroic virtue.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper
of the Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Oct. 24: 30th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
World Mission Sunday
Scripture readings:
• Sirach 35:12-18
• Psalm 34:2-3, 17-23
• 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
• Luke 18:9-14
Synopsis: “Fallen man,” C.S.
Lewis said, “is not simply an imperfect creature who needs improvement: he is a rebel who
must lay down his arms.” We live
in a culture that scoffs at the idea
of sin. The loss of a consciousness of sin, however, results in a
superficial spirituality that
makes it difficult to get the most
out of Mass. This week’s readings
remind us of how important it is
to have the right disposition before God. Written in Alexandria,
Egypt around 132 B.C. the book
of Sirach synthesizes centuries of
Jewish wisdom. It contains practical instructions on religion and

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Suicide column
I have several comments with
respect to the article “Losing a
child to suicide” by Gladys
Sweeney that appeared in your
Oct. 6 Denver Catholic Register.
The article failed to adequately
address the afterlife of the soul of
a person who commits suicide
“while the balance of the mind is
disturbed” as the English inquest courts so gently describe
the condition.
Before the suicide of my
brother, it was obvious to his
loved ones that he was mentally
ill and, while we had gotten him
under the care of a highly qualified psychiatrist, it was clear that
he wasn’t really trying to help
himself (he had already irrevocably made the decision to die).
When I described his state of
mind to my parish priest after
my brother died, I was immediately assured that at the time of
his death he was “like a child”
who did not have the spiritual
capacity to make a morally or
spiritually correct decision and,
therefore, that “he had gone directly into the Lord’s arms at the

morality. The first reading comes
from a section that deals with
authentic worship and the kind
of sacrifices acceptable to God.
Nothing is quite as humbling as
the recognition of our own mortality. In the second reading Paul
sees his life “being poured out
like a libation.” He is imprisoned
and alone, yet he does not despair. Strengthened by Christ
who has stood by him every step
of the way, Paul is confident that
the Lord will bring him safe to his
heavenly kingdom. In this week’s
Gospel Jesus tells a parable
about religious leaders who
“were convinced of their own
righteousness.” Before we jump
to conclusions, it’s important to
understand that Jesus does not
condemn the righteousness of
the Pharisee, nor does he commend the sinfulness of the tax
collector. The problem with the
Pharisee was his lack of humility,
while the tax collector was honest with himself and God saying,
simply, “O God, be merciful to
me, a sinner.”

Key verse: “The Lord is close
to the brokenhearted” (Ps
34:18).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “Interior repentance
is a radical reorientation of our
whole life, a return, a conversion to God with all our heart,
an end of sin, a turning away
from evil, with repugnance toward the evil actions we have
committed. At the same time it
entails the desire and resolution to change one’s life, with
hope in God’s mercy and trust
in the help of his grace” (No
1431).
Pope Benedict XVI: “We know
that the faithful are surrounded
by a culture that tends to eliminate the sense of sin and to promote a superficial approach that
overlooks the need to be in a
state of grace in order to approach sacramental Communion worthily. The loss of a consciousness of sin always entails a
certain superficiality in the understanding of God’s love”
(“Sacramentum Caritatis,” 20).

time of his death just as if he was
a child when he died.” The comfort this gave me and my parents, was, and is, indescribable.
While I agree, of course, with
the listing of the signs of an impending suicide listed in the article, I would add a few, based on
my experience:
1. The person who has talked
of suicide becomes very agreeable to the ideas, proposed plans
and suggestions of friends and
loved ones who are trying to
help (paying lip service to the
people around him or her).
2. The suicidal person starts
making a series of visits to
friends, relative’s and other people he or she has not seen for
some time or with whom he or
she may have had past problems (clearing the deck).
3. The potential suicide starts
giving away items of personal
property that have previously
have had special meaning to him
or her which he or she knows the
recipient would treasure.
I hope these comments might
be helpful to other Register readers who have faced the indescribable loss of suicide.
Susan V. Beyer
Denver

Editor’s note: The Oct. 6 piece did
include the teaching of the
“Catechism of the Catholic Church”
about suicide and shared God’s
mercy in the example of St. John
Vianney’s counsel to the widow of a
suicide victim. The Sept. 8 Denver
Catholic Register also ran a story
(“Preventing suicide: Recognize
warning signs”) that listed warning
signs and referred readers to
sources on Church teaching about
suicide. See Archives at
www.DenverCatholicRegister.org.
For more information, visit
www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org
and see the “Catechism of the
Catholic Church” Nos. 2280-2283.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize
that the opinions expressed in letters
to the editor are those of the author
and are not necessarily those of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation or libelous statements will
not be printed. Unsigned letters will
not be printed. Letters will be edited.
Send letters to: Editor, Denver Catholic
Register, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO
80210 or fax to 303-715-2045. E-mail
us at: editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Oct. 21: St. John Vianney Theological Seminary
board of trustees meeting, JPII Center (2:30 p.m.)
Oct. 22: Colorado Catholic Conference board of governors meeting, Colorado Springs (10 a.m.); St. Joseph
Bakhita Award Dinner (6 p.m.)
Oct. 23: Mass; Lector and Acolyte Parents Weekend
(5:30 p.m.)

Oct. 24: Mass; Kateri Catholic Community (10 a.m.);
Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (6:30 p.m.)
Oct. 25: Archdiocesan Finance Council (8:30 a.m.); U.S.
Air Force Academy Talk, Colorado Springs (6:30 p.m.)
Oct. 26: Candlelight Mass for Vocations and St.
Andrew Dinner, Boulder (6 p.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Oct. 20: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Oct. 21: Mass for seminarians and faculty, Christ the
King Chapel, JPII Center (12:10 p.m.); St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary board of trustees
meeting, JPII Center (2:45 p.m.)

Oct. 22: Colorado Catholic Conference board of governors meeting, Colorado Springs (10 a.m.)
Oct. 23: Opening Mass, Newman Conference,
Fordham University, New York City
Oct. 26: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
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Padre Nuestro … Our Father
One Family Under
God: Ministering to
Hispanics in the
third millennium
BY LUIS SOTO

Every night before bed, I
pray with my older son. He’s 5.
I usually start the prayer
and he repeats what I say.
Sometimes he improvises and
that becomes the best of all
prayers.
We have always prayed in
Spanish. My son is bilingual
and is able to go from one language to the other with ease.
One night, for reasons I don’t
remember, I decided to start
the prayer in English. We
knelt. I began, “In the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.” With a puzzled look, he hesitantly
blessed himself repeating
what I said.
I then folded my hands; he
did the same. I said, “Our
Father, Who art in heaven ...,”
and he repeated. After a moment he stopped, looked at
me and said: “Daddy, that is
English, and we are praying,
and prayer is done in Spanish
... Daddy” and he laughed out
loud for his daddy’s “mistake.”
As a father, my main priorities are the education of my
children and the life of my
family. So his reaction left me
thinking for days. What is the
ultimate goal in the education

of my children? How will I are losing Hispanic Catholics.
know I have fulfilled my mis- An estimated 10 percent of
sion as a parent? Is parenting Hispanic Catholics are lost
only about providing food, every generation, which
clothing, education, luxuries, means several millions. Most
worrisome is that
etc.? Have I fulfilled
Catholics are not
my mission as a fanecessarily leaving
ther if I get my son or
the Church and condaughter to graduverting to other reliate from school? Will
gions. Alarmingly,
I be a great father if
the fastest growing
any of them be“religion”
today
comes president one
among Hispanics is
day? What, ultimateLUIS SOTO
secularism—in
ly, will tell me
other words, no reliwhether I did a good
gion. In ministering to the
job as a parent?
Although I believe all of Hispanic community in the
these are important, I’m con- United States, we have insistvinced that my primary mis- ed on using Spanish in all ension as a parent is that my vironments, including relichildren become saints. Not gious education and youth
only that they become men ministry. Many times it works.
and women of kindness, like But I believe that if my child
the rich young man of the doesn’t learn to pray in
Gospel (Mt 19, 16-22) who English, and to live and exwas a good man, but that they plain his faith in English, and
are saints—holy children, know that his faith—the faith
holy friends, holy profession- inherited from his parents—is
als, holy priests or religious, something he can share in
holy spouses, holy parents, today’s society, he will lose it.
etc.—holy in every aspect of That is happening every day
their lives. Simply put, that and it will continue to happen
they go to heaven and enjoy to millions of Hispanic young
people unless we change our
eternal friendship with God.
Heaven is where I want to ways.
Whether I like it or not, bebe with them, forever. My
concern for them is timeless. I cause of a decision I made, my
don’t just care about their life son’s first language is and will
here on earth, I care about be English. He will speak in
English most of his life. This is
their eternal life.
So, back to praying with my how he will communicate
son. The experience of my with his friends, at work,
prayer with my son conveys school, etc. If someone thinks
an everyday reality. It is clear the Catholic faith is somethat with each generation we thing only experienced in the

Faith and redemption and the practice of law
BY THOMAS J. BURKE JR.

Faith and redemption—
both central tenets of Catholic
thought. How, though, can a
Catholic lawyer who has been
heard saying he lacks the gift
of spirituality come to realize
how both have nonetheless
been critical to a long law
practice?
Faith, the principled belief
that things we do not fully understand are nonetheless true,
has to be the operating premise for a lawyer’s belief in the
very rule of law. Everything
else a lawyer does follows
from it. That we refer to our
“Catholic faith” when speaking of Catholicism as an institution is no accident. Amid
spirited disputation and differences of opinion, doubts
about credibility of a witness’
testimony, or even questions
in a lawyer’s mind about
whether the legal system is in
the final analysis a fair one, in-

evitably implicate and require criminal laws, or who have
faith. For a Catholic lawyer, a conducted business with
belief that despite all, right fewer ethics than required,
will normally prevail consti- necessitates belief in retutes the cornerstone of the demption if it is to achieve its
legal system. I owe our goals.
During the course of an orCatholic faith for my own faith
dinary day’s work, I
in the law.
realize that Catholic
Redemption, at
faith and belief in
the heart of our
human redemption
Catholic faith, apthrough God’s grace
plies implicitly to a
seem to undergird
Catholic
lawyer’s
my daily law practice
practice. Without it,
without my ever
society would never
much
thinking
permit a person
THOMAS J.
about them. I am
who has transBURKE JR.
grateful to have
gressed the law to
learned them at an
resume an ordinary
life. Without redemption, re- early age, a debt I owe to the
venge would prevail as the nuns, brothers and priests
central reason for the law. We who encouraged me to live a
have seen all too frequently Catholic life and, later, to
elsewhere that if the law’s apply them in my profession.
purpose is revenge, inhuThomas J. Burke Jr., presimanity and cruelty necessarily follow. A legal system that dent of Burke Law Firm P.C., is
contemplates that those who also president of the Catholic
have failed to observe the Lawyer’s Guild of Colorado.

language of their parents, in
the privacy of their home and
under the shelter of their parents, they will never be able to
live and bear witness to it in
their daily life. Either the
world will consume them and
they’ll end up losing their
faith or they’ll participate only
in certain traditional celebrations not necessarily by faith,
but by tradition. I’m not urging my fellow Hispanics to
forget Spanish. Rather, I’m
urging us to learn to live and
to celebrate our faith in
English. This is one of the
goals I am promoting through
the One Family Under God
project currently being piloted in select parishes to integrate all Catholic faithful into
one, multi-ethnic Church.
If my goal is that my children become saints, I must
ensure that their faith is part
of their entire lives. Therefore,
English should be part of their
faith practice. What Hispanics
desire most today isn’t cultural resonance and tradition;
Hispanics are hungry for the
life of faith, for the sacraments
and for the word of God.
Beware believing culture is
everything. Faith goes beyond
cultural expression. If I want
my son to live his Catholic
faith and be holy, he must be

able to live it, express it and
defend it in the language that
is now, due to my decision, his
first language.
We can pray, praise and
thank God in English. Thank
goodness God is multilingual.

Luis Soto is executive director of the Denver Archdiocese’s
Centro San Juan Diego:
Hispanic Institute for Family
and Pastoral Care and director
of the Hispanic Ministry
Office. He is also the creator of
the One Family Under God
project.
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Pope canonizes six, calls them ‘shining examples’ of holiness

St. Bessette “lived the beatitude of the pure of heart,” the
pope said. “May the example of
Brother Andre inspire Canadian
Christian life!”
Relics of the six saints were
brought to the altar during the
two-hour liturgy. Tapestry portraits of the newly canonized
hung from the facade of St.
Peter’s Basilica behind the papal
altar, and many pilgrims carried
their own personal pictures of
the saints.
The others canonized were:
• St. Camilla Battista Varano,
1458-1524, the illegitimate
daughter of an Italian nobleman, had to overcome her father’s initial objections to enter
the convent of the Poor Clares.
Known for her mystical experiences during prayer, she died in
an outbreak of the plague.
• St. Stanislaw Soltys, 14331489, who devoted his life to caring for the poor in his native
Krakow, Poland. Famed as a
preacher and confessor, he was
known as the “Apostle of the
Eucharist” for his taking

Communion to the sick and
lonely.
• St. Giulia Salzano, 18461929, taught catechism to
schoolchildren near Naples,
Italy, and later founded the
Catechetical Sisters of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus to continue her work, which offered religious education to children of all
ages, to their mothers and to
regular laborers.
• St. Juana Cipitria Barriola,
1845-1912, was a champion of
education for girls and young
women in her native Spain.
Known in some countries as
Mother Candida Maria de Jesus,
she founded the Daughters of
Jesus with five other young
women. She ran a special school
on Sundays for girls who were
employed as domestics, because
Sunday was their only day off.
In his homily, the pope said
the new saints exemplified the
effectiveness of prayer as an expression of faith.
“Sometimes we get tired of
praying, we have the impression
that prayer is not very useful in

life, that it is not terribly effective. So we are tempted to dedicate ourselves to activity, to
using all human means to
achieve our aims, and without
turning to God,” he said.
The canonization brought
some 8,000 Australian pilgrims
to Rome, where Australian flags
waved in abundance during the
papal liturgy.
Peter Haynes, a 26-year-old
Australian living in England,
came to Rome for the Mass. He
studied St. MacKillop in primary
school and was impressed by
the fact that “she started from
nothing and made something
out of it. And her legacy continues today. That’s something.”
St. MacKillop, the oldest of
eight children of Scottish immigrants to Australia, began at the
age of 24 to work with a priest to
provide free education to the
rural poor of the country. Three
years later, there were 60 sisters
working in schools, orphanages
and women’s shelters.
The nuns were also committed to following poor farmwork-

ers, miners and other laborers
into remote areas of the country
to educate their children.
Local Church officials, however, disapproved of the sisters living in tiny, isolated communities—sometimes only two to a
hut—frequently cut off from the
sacraments in the remote
Australian outback. She was
even briefly excommunicated
by the local bishops, who disbanded her order, the Sisters of
St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart.
But within a few months, the
bishop lifted his censure, and a
Church commission cleared the
sisters of all wrongdoing.
In 1901, she suffered a stroke
during a trip to New Zealand,
and her health declined until
her death in 1909.
Canadians in the square
spoke warmly of St. Bessette;
some of the pilgrims even had
personal connections to him.
Diane
Guillemette
of
Montreal said that when her
mother was 16 years old “she
had a problem with her ear and
she went to Brother Andre and
he healed her.” Guillemette
called St. Bessette “an example
of patience, humility and love of
work.”
One of 12 children, St.
Bessette suffered from a chronic
stomach ailment that kept him
out of school. His father and
mother died when he was
young.
When he entered the
Congregation of Holy Cross in
1870, his childhood parish
priest, Father Andre Provencal,
sent a letter to the novice master
saying, “I am sending a saint to
your congregation.”
St. Bessette served as the
doorman of Notre Dame
College, the community’s school
in Montreal, for 40 years. His devotion to St. Joseph and his reputation for healing attracted
thousands of people, and he
began to be known as a miracle
worker. When he died at the age
of 91, a million people came to
pay homage to him, and many
remain dedicated to his memory today. His feast day is Jan. 6.

plies observing Lent together, he
said, which would give Catholics
of the East and West an opportunity to witness together to their
disciplines of Lenten fasting and
abstinence. “Just as fasting is a
respected aspect of Islam and
Judaism, we hope that Catholics
of the Eastern and Latin Rites
unify their way of fasting. This
would be a positive sign for
Christians and also for nonChristians,” Bishop Shomali
said. The hope for a common
Easter date was not mentioned
in many of the formal speeches
of synod members, but according to the English-language
synod press briefer, it came up
repeatedly in the hour of free
discussion in the synod hall
each evening. For more than 15
years, the official position of the

Vatican has been that it would
endorse a universally accepted
plan to fix a date for Easter for all
Christians. The Middle East
Council of Churches has been a
leading promoter of a common
Easter date, particularly in view
of the fact that Christians are
such a small minority throughout the region.

said it “supports every student’s
First Amendment right to openly wear religious jewelry including bracelets, necklaces and
rings displaying crosses, crucifixes and other symbols of religious faith,” it acknowledged the
right of school districts “to regulate clothing and other items
that have been misappropriated
as symbols of gang affiliation.”
The diocese said in an Oct. 12
statement: “Because some
gangs in the local area have decided to wear rosaries as jewelry
as a symbol of their gang affiliation, the diocese does not oppose the decision by some
schools in School District 11 to
ask students who choose to
wear rosaries to keep them inside their shirts.” Students at
Mann Middle School in

Colorado Springs were told
about the decision in a Sept. 30
memo from school officials:
“Students, we need to remind
everyone that here at Mann, we
respect all religious beliefs.
Some members of the Catholic
faith are offended by rosaries
being worn around the neck like
fashion accessories.” The memo
also was sent to their parents.
Principal Scott Stanec forwarded it to The Colorado Catholic
Herald, newspaper of the
Colorado Springs Diocese. “If
you wish to wear a rosary
around your neck, it must, out of
respect for others, be worn underneath your shirt,” the memo
said. It also stated that students
who did not follow the directive
would be issued a dress-code violation.

BY JOHN THAVIS

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope
Benedict XVI proclaimed six
new saints, including an
Australian nun and a Canadian
brother, calling them “shining
examples” of holiness and the
power of prayer.
Thousands of pilgrims from
Australia applauded and waved
their national flags after the
pope pronounced the formula
of canonization Oct. 17 in St.
Peter’s Square for Blessed
Mother Mary MacKillop, who
educated poor children in the
Australian outback in the late
19th century. She became the
country’s first saint.
In his homily, Pope Benedict
said St. MacKillop, 1842-1909,
was a model of “zeal, perseverance and prayer” as she dedicated herself to the education of
the poor in the difficult territory
of rural Australia, inspiring other
women to join her in the country’s first community of religious
women.
“She attended to the needs of
each young person entrusted to
her, without regard for station or
wealth, providing both intellectual and spiritual formation,” he
said. Her feast day is celebrated
Aug. 8.
Canadians cheered the canonization of Blessed Andre
Bessette, 1845-1937, a doorman
known for his devotional practices and his healing touch. He
became known as the “Miracle
Man of Montreal.”
The pope said St. Bessette
“showed boundless charity and
did everything to soothe the despair of those who confided in
him.” Although he had little instruction, he “understood what
was essential to the faith” and
had an intense prayer life, the
pope said.
“For him, everything spoke of
God and his presence,” the pope
said. Thanks to this simplicity,
St. Bessette led many people to
God, he added.

BRIEFS

Synod hears repeated
calls for common
Christian Easter date

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—At a
synod concerned primarily
about peace and the continued
presence of Christians in the
Holy Land, one of the suggestions made repeatedly was that
Catholics,
Protestants,
Anglicans and Orthodox finally
celebrate Easter together each
year. “We truly hope for the unification of the Easter holiday
with the Orthodox churches,”
Latin-rite Auxiliary Bishop
William H. Shomali of Jerusalem
told the Synod of Bishops for the
Middle East Oct. 14. Celebrating
Easter on the same day also im-

CNS PHOTO/TONY GENTILE, REUTERS

POPE BENEDICT XVI arrives to lead a Mass of canonization for six Catholics in St. Peter's
Square at the Vatican Oct. 17. The newly canonized were Saints Giulia Salzano, Juana Cipitria
Barriola, Stanislaw Soltys, Andre Bessette, Mary MacKillop and Camilla Battista Varano.

Diocese supports public
school ban on students
wearing rosaries
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.
(CNS)—The
Diocese
of
Colorado Springs said it “does
not oppose” a decision by some
local public schools to ban
rosaries from being worn as an
accessory on top of students’
clothing. Although the diocese
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Archbishop Gomez Gala more than doubles in attendance
BY ANNA MARIA BASQUEZ

Fort Lupton resident Julio Herrera had
the stage Oct. 14 as one of the award recipients at the sixth annual Archbishop
José H. Gomez Gala. In accepting it, he
gave credit to two men whose words he
said made an imprint on his life.
In Herrera’s own fight with cancer, it
was Denver Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput’s words he said helped him
through initial struggles.
“He said that God always has control
over our lives and if we understand that,
we will lose all fear,” Herrera recalled in a
video made and presented at the gala.
He also asked Archbishop Gomez
about injustice. The former Denver auxiliary bishop, now coadjutor archbishop of
Los Angeles, told him that at times each
person has to live with injustice but they
need to look to God’s love as the presiding
justice, “and that’s what should govern
our lives.”
Herrera, called by many in his parish at
St. William Catholic Church, a “true soldier of God” received the Pastoral
Leadership Award at the gala among
other reward recipients.
More than 440 people attended the
gala at the Sheraton Hotel in Denver,
which this year more than doubled in attendance as many anticipate Archbishop
Gomez becoming a cardinal after he assumes leadership of the Los Angeles
Archdiocese next year.
“He is going to be the first Latino to
ever be ordained a cardinal in the
Catholic Church,” said Ruth Sanchez,
who was on the silent auction committee
for gala, which benefits Centro de San
Juan Diego, the Denver Archdiocese’s
center offering family and pastoral care
to Hispanics.
Sanchez said Archbishop Gomez was
“very instrumental” in the development
of the center that now coaches priests
and lay Church workers in the Spanish
language and helps people in the community work toward faithful citizenship,
and parish and community leadership.
It’s the first year for the gala event to

Marathon
From Page 2

Vocations Father Jim Crisman and
seminarians Jason Wunsch and Ryan
O’Neill of St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary. This team, named after the
campaign’s name, placed fourth in the
men’s relay division and 21st overall
out of the 324 relay teams.
Run 4 Vocations, sponsored by the
archdiocesan Office of Priestly
Vocations, also had four halfmarathon runners. Runners included
staff of the Catholic Pastoral Center,
faculty of Bishop Machebeuf High
School and two consecrated women of
Regnum Christi.
These 28 Catholic runners joined the
more than 15,000 Denver Marathon
participants running the streets of
downtown Denver.
While many
marathoners ran to accomplish the
26.2-mile feat, R4V runners were collecting prayers with every step.
Instead of financial pledges, runners
collected prayer pledges for an in-

AMISTAD
AWARD winners Jerry and
Mary McMorris
are congratulated by, from
left, Father
Jorge De los
Santos,
Archbishop
José Gomez
and Archbishop
Charles
Chaput, O.F.M.
Cap.

PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DCR

move from Centro’s location at 28th
Avenue and Lawrence Street to the
Sheraton, having outgrown its space.
Arthur and Lydia Heredia of St. Therese
Church in Aurora received the Social
Justice Leadership Award, Jerry and Mary
McMorris received the special Amistad
(Friendship) Award and James M. Lyons,
an attorney and civic leader, received the
inaugural Archbishop Charles J. Chaput
Leadership Award.
Organizers said Archbishop Gomez’s
appointment to Los Angeles, a diocese of
more than 5 million people of which 70
percent are Hispanic, and his possible appointment as cardinal, might make it difficult for him to be able to return each year
to the Denver gala. The former archbishop
of San Antonio keynoted the event.
“I have entrusted my ministry to Our
Lady of Guadalupe,” Archbishop Gomez
said. “As soon as I could, after the announcement (of my appointment to Los
Angeles), I went to the Shrine of Our Lady
of Guadalupe in Mexico to ask for her
protection and intercession. ... I feel her
maternal love and care for me and for all
the people in our country.
“No doubt there are many challenges
for the Church in Los Angeles, as well as
for the Church in our country and for the
universal Church, but I’m convinced that
crease in vocations to holy orders and
consecrated life in the Archdiocese of
Denver. In less than four months leading up to Sunday’s race, friends, family
and faith communities were asked to
pray for vocations with various devotional acts such as rosaries, holy hours
and Mass intentions.
As of Friday before the race, 700-plus
people had pledged prayers, including
more than 1,200 rosaries, 600 personal
Mass intentions, and 4,000-plus general prayers.
The Office of Priestly Vocations is already seeing the answers to these
prayers.
“I currently have eight guys in application for seminary a year from now,”
Father Crisman said. “I’ve never seen
that. The most I’ve ever seen, by
Christmas, is two guys in application,
and that was last year.”
With the success of this year’s event,
Father Crisman said there are great expectations for the next Run 4
Vocations.
Natalia Fletcher works in the Office
of Priestly Vocations.

the time has come for the ‘springtime of
the Christianity’ that Pope John Paul II
talked about,” he said.
Of the center in Denver, he said, “I had
the blessing to participate in the beginnings of Centro, under the initiative and
leadership of Archbishop Chaput. Centro
San Juan Diego is a beacon of light providing programs and services to help
Hispanic immigrants integrate into society. More important, it is helping form
new generations of leaders who will work
to build a future of faith, hope and love in
northern Colorado.”
Centro went from being a discussion,
Archbishop Gomez said, to “a beautiful
reality.”
“His dream and implementation with
Archbishop Chaput has been a tremendous asset,” said Ron Montoya, a longtime leader in the Hispanic community

who helped in the center’s formation.
“He is our hero. We miss him terribly, but
we know the Catholic Church is the beneficiary because he brings so much to the
community.”
Katherine Crain, 23, of Houston, who is
anticipating becoming a consecrated laywoman with the Marian Community of
Reconciliation, said she remembers
Archbishop Gomez’s impact when she
was a student at Trinity University in San
Antonio.
“He has a special love for the young
people,” Crain said. “Even though he had
a busy schedule, he always made it a
point to celebrate Ash Wednesday at our
university.”
Executive Director Luis Soto said Centro
San Juan Diego is proving its impact on the
community by sheer numbers, with more
than 30,000 served by the center in 2009,
more than 200 students learning English
there last year and more than 6,000 households watching Hispanic Ministry’s “Fe
Católica Viva” (“Catholic Faith Alive”) television program each week.
“This is only the beginning,” Soto told
the crowd. “With your support, we can do
even more.”
Gala attendee Darlene Espinoza, 54,
who works for The Catholic Foundation,
went to school at the building housing
Centro when it was Sacred Heart School.
She also made her first Communion and
confirmation there.
“Growing up in the neighborhood, I
saw it when it was a school. When it
closed down, it just sat there for so long as
an empty building,” Espinoza said. “Now,
it’s got so much purpose and meaning.
It’s quite inspiring.”
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Denver-based Bible mission continues ministry in the Philippines
BY JULIE FILBY

Members of the Denverbased Philippine Catholic
Biblical Mission Foundation
made their second trip to the
Philippines this summer to
spread the story of salvation history to the country’s faithful.

“Our mission is to actively
share the truth of Scripture with
Filipinos and put them in contact and communion with the
person of Jesus Christ,” said
foundation president Dolly
Banzon, a graduate of Denver’s
Catholic Biblical School and native of the Philippines.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
Catholic Biblical Mission
Foundation
Contact: Amelia Ashmann, M.D.
Phone: 303-745-7549
Mail: 2519 S. Fundy Circ.,
Aurora, Colo. 80013
Catholic Biblical School
Call: 303-715-3195
Online: www.sjvdenver.edu

PHOTO PROVIDED

THOMAS SMITH and Dolly Banzon pose with Missionaries of
Charity sisters in Davao City in the Philippines.
Since inception in 2007,
CBMF has gifted more than
$10,000 worth of Bible study
materials and trained approximately 3,500 clergy, catechists
and lay Catholics in the
Southeast Asian country.
“We offer prayerful and systematic presentations of the
Word of God in settings that
take advantage of effective
adult learning: small group dynamics, independent study,
personal application and engaging lectures,” Banzon explained.
The group’s mission is threefold: to lay a foundation by conducting seminars and providing
materials; to form leaders by educating clergy and laity on how
to lead Bible studies; and ultimately to establish an institution in the city of Davao, and
later in the capital city of Manila,
patterned
after
Denver’s
Catholic Biblical School.
“Here in the states, we have
many opportunities to learn
about our faith and we take
them for granted,” Banzon

said. “Whereas in some parts of
the world people hunger for
the word of God.”
While it is estimated 80 percent of the population is
Catholic, there is a shortage of
clergy.
“The priest to laity ratio can
be as high as 1 to 30,000,” according to board member
Thomas Smith—speaker, author and former director of the
Catholic
Biblical
and
Catechetical schools (20072008). “It makes our mission all
the more urgent, as the clergy
need help to catechize the
faithful.”
Smith added that a thorough
knowledge of God’s word can
help “fortify them against the
many groups drawing thousands of Filipinos out of the
Catholic Church.”
Last June, the trio of Banzon,
Smith and chairman of the
board Dr. Amelia Ashmann—
also a CBS graduate and native
of the Philippines—traveled to
Davao and Manila. In both locations they conducted Bible-

focused seminars to audiences
totaling more than 2,000; including several that had attended the foundation’s inaugural sessions in June 2007.
“Many people had formed
Bible study groups using the
materials (The Great Adventure
series) we gave them and were
asking for more,” Ashmann said.
The mission trip also included
events with the Medical Mission
Sisters and the Missionaries of
Charity and raising funds to
purchase several hundred
Bibles for poor children, teens
and young couples.
“We didn’t just go there to
share,” said Banzon. “As God is
always generous with his people, we also learned a lot from
our Filipino brothers and sisters—we saw and experienced
their deep faith in God, and how
they savored Thomas’ lectures.”
CBMF is supported by contributions from parishes, individuals, Knights of Columbus
Evans Council 10122 at Queen
of Peace Parish in Aurora, CBS
students and graduates, and
staff from The Great Adventure
series.
“We are grateful for the support of generous individuals
who share our vision,” Banzon
said.
The missionaries’ vision was
inspired by their four-year formation in biblical school.
“Although I’ve been Catholic
since birth, I didn’t know much
about
Scripture,”
said
Ashmann. “I owe my love and
enthusiasm for studying
Scripture to my first teacher (at
CBS), Kathy McGovern.
“She and my succeeding
teachers taught Scripture in
simple language that I wanted
to share not only with my family and friends, but also with
those in my homeland,” she
said. “I want everyone to know
the truth and beauty of our
faith.”
CBS is off to a strong year.
Director Ben Akers told the
Denver Catholic Register that
220 students are beginning
year four, in the seven locations
throughout the dioceses of
Denver and Colorado Springs.
This represents one of the
school’s largest enrollments to
date.
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Foundation honors
Holy Family Legacy
Society members
SPECIAL TO THE DENVER
CATHOLIC REGISTER

Trustees of The Catholic
Foundation for the Roman
Catholic Church recently
gathered to celebrate and
bless the inaugural members
of the foundation’s Holy
Family Legacy Society. The
foundation established the
Holy Family Legacy Society as
a tribute to those individuals
and families who took the extraordinary and loving step of
including
The
Catholic
Foundation in their estate
plans.
The evening’s intimate celebration, held in the home of
Lisa and Tom Heule, chair of
The Catholic Foundation’s
board of trustees, was attended by numerous additional
members of the board including
Archbishop
Charles
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., Auxiliary
Bishop James Conley, and
Msgr. Thomas S. Fryar, vicar
general. Also in attendance
were past board chairs of The
Catholic Foundation: John
Saeman, Mark Bauman and
Wayne Murdy.
Tom Heule welcomed the
guests and recognized members of the Holy Family Legacy
Society. Members of the organization transmit their values and faith through a future
gift in support of the
Archdiocese
of
Denver,
Catholic schools, parishes, the
seminaries or other activities
of the Church in northern
Colorado. These gifts are often
in the form of a bequest, trust,
life insurance, retirement
plan, charitable gift annuity,
life-income gift or other
planned gift.
“It is not an easy thing to
think or talk about—what
happens to our financial resources after we die,” Tom
Heule told the gathering, “but,
for Lisa and me taking the
proactive step to be sure of
our financial support for the
ministries that are most important to us is a natural extension of how we live our
faith.
“I encourage each of you, to
take the conscious step to reflect your faith in your financial legacy,” he continued. “I
also would encourage you to
share your decision to do so
with your family members,
your friends and other parishioners and encourage them to
do the same.”
Donna Farrell, a member of

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
To learn more about making a
planned gift to The Catholic
Foundation, contact Bud
Laber at 303-468-9885 or
blaber@thecatholicfoundation
.com or visit www.the
catholicfoundation.com.

the Holy Family Legacy
Society, echoed Heule’s sentiments. “It is our duty to ensure
that the Church that nurtured
us is financially stable for future generations of Catholics,”
she said.
According to Bud Laber,
president of The Catholic
Foundation, planned gifts to
the foundation allow the faithful to support the Church’s
mission and ministries closest
to their hearts even during
these difficult economic
times.
“Donors don’t have to use
cash to make a gift, so their
current cash flow and financial planning is unchanged,”
says Laber. “Such giving techniques are called ‘planned
gifts,’ because with thoughtful
planning, together we create
win-win solutions for donors
and the causes closest to their
hearts.”
The Catholic Foundation
makes gift planning services
available to those individuals
and families with a desire to
make a deferred gift to The
Catholic Foundation benefitting the Archdiocese of
Denver,
their
parish,
Catholic schools, the seminaries or other ministry.
Archbishop Chaput expressed his personal gratitude
to the members of the Holy
Family Legacy Society and
blessed the gathering and all
the members of the society.
“The long-term financial
stability of the Church in
northern Colorado owes so
much to the Catholics who
have taken the thoughtful
steps to make a planned gift to
create a legacy of faith, hope
and love for the Church in
northern Colorado,” the archbishop said. “I’m very, very
grateful to those of you who
are living a life of service to
others through your gifts to
The Catholic Foundation both
today and in the future. You
are working together to ensure
a promising future for the universal mission of the Catholic
Church.”

Interested in being a deacon?
BY DEACON JOHN SMITH

The Holy Spirit calls men to
the holy order of deacon in a
variety of ways. For some, it
is the stirring within their
hearts that leads them to explore the diaconate. For others, the Holy Spirit may move
the man’s wife or family to introduce the subject, thus initi-

ating his inquiry. Within the
parish setting, there may be
parishioners who, in witnessing a man’s service and ministry, suggest he should consider the diaconate. Finally,
the pastor and his staff may
identify men who exemplify
the spirituality and service for
whom the diaconate may
seem appropriate. If the Holy

Spirit is calling you to consider the diaconate St. Francis
School of Theology for
Deacons is forming a new
class for Spanish and English
speaking
men
of
the
Archdiocese of Denver. If interested, call your pastor or St.
Francis School of Theology at
303-715-3236 or e-mail dea
con.stlouis@archden.org.
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Father Peter Urban—81 and still ministering
BY JOHN GLEASON

“If I was forced to just sit and do
nothing, I think I’d just start to cry!”
Father Peter Urban might make this
statement with a deep laugh, but the
idea is clear. He’s not one to sit around
and let the grass grow under his feet.
Retirement may be a word to some, a
state of being to others. But to Father
Urban, it’s just a transition: you minister, you retire—then you minister at
something else.
“I retired about 20 years ago,” he
said, “and then kept on going. I can
trace this back to my mother who was
fond of saying, ‘Don’t say you can’t; say
you will.’ It’s kind of hard to forget.”
A native of Wallace, Kan., Father
Urban was ordained in 1958 and
served at several parishes on the
Eastern Plains. In addition to his pastoral duties, he became involved in
Hispanic ministry.
Granted a medical disability in 1994
didn’t slow Father Urban down one bit.
Always one to jump into new projects,
the following year, he got involved
with the San Alfonso Mission, a nonprofit organization established to
bring hope to the poor in the city of
Ciudad Juarez, Mexico.
Juarez is often referred to as the
most dangerous city in the world (outside a war zone), the population in
constant peril by an ever intensifying
drug war. Despair, hopelessness and
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FATHER PETER URBAN stands in front of Rembrandt’s painting “The Return of the Prodigal Son” (1662). Father Urban
said the painting, which depicts the parable of the same name, is a favorite of his. “Here’s someone who committed every
kind of sin and still can be saved,” he said. “It’s how God operates with us. How cool is that?”
death are a daily occurrence.
“This is a place where the children

live with violence everyday,” he said,
“Our goal is to bring peace and social
justice to the people of Juarez one person at a time.”
In order to do that, the San Alfonso
Mission begins with education. To
help achieve social justice, the children of Juarez must be educated to
raise themselves out of the poverty
and dire conditions that exist.
Through the help of San Alfonso
Mission donations and volunteers,
today there are 100 students in class
from primary grades through college.
Counseling services to families and
day-care centers have been opened so
that parents who often work 12-hour
shifts know their children are safe.
“It’s a blessing that cannot be measured,” Father Urban said.
Dan Schell is president of the San
Alfonso Mission board of directors
and a longtime friend of Father Urban.
Asked what drives the priest to do
what he does, Schell pointed to Father
Urban’s love of people.
“Truthfully, he’s a people person,” he
said. “He loves being with them and
working with the. He’s a caring individual who doesn’t judge and he finds
the best in everyone.”
Schell noted one example of how
the people of Juarez responded to
Father Urban.
“He made them a deal,” Schell said.
“He said he’d put up the money for a
piece of property if the people would
maintain it until it was ready to be developed. They agreed and today there
is a community center where once
there was a vacant lot. He cares and he
brings out the best in people.”
These days, the 81-year-old priest
doesn’t get to Juarez as much as he’d
like, although he’s still active in the
ministry and fundraising. Today,

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
To find out more about San Alfonso
Mission, visit
www.SanAlfonsoMission.org. Send donations and correspondence to: San
Alfonso Mission Inc. P.O. Box 74,
Broomfield, CO 80038-0074

you’ll find him helping out at St.
Anthony of Padua Parish in Denver,
saying Masses and working on a program designed to help more Hispanic
males complete their high school education.
“You know the graduation rate for
Hispanic males (in Denver) is just 20
percent,” Father Urban said. “When I
heard this I was devastated and knew I
had to do something.”
Father Urban said many of those
caught in this trap are youths who
came here from Mexico and Central
America. Most have little or no grasp
of English and have trouble keeping
up in school. Also, parents need these
youngsters to get jobs when they turn
17 to help out with the family. Those
who do rarely return to school.
“I need to go into the homes of these
families and encourage these men to
return to school, graduate and hopefully go on to college,” he said. “Also I
talk to the parents about the importance of their involvement in the
school, too. I want them to know that
there’s more out there for their children than dead-end jobs.”
As far as Father Urban is concerned,
young people deserve a chance. And if
he has anything to say about it, every
one of them in his path will get it.
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Catholic faith has sustained 110year-old through life’s challenges
BY MARY ANN WYAND

MILAN, Ind. (CNS)—Emelie
Weil, a 110-year-old parishioner at St. Charles Borromeo
Church in Milan, has lived in
three centuries, during 10 papacies and 20 U.S. presidencies.
Throughout 11 decades, Weil
said, her Catholic faith has sustained her.
Considered a supercentenarian, she even survived a
broken neck from a fall down
a stairway 12 years ago. Now
she uses a wheelchair and has
a hard time hearing, but is still
astute.
One Internet source notes
that worldwide there are as
many as 300 people age 110
and older out of 6.7 billion
people, but the Gerontology
Research Group in Los
Angeles maintains an international list of only 75 such supercentenarians.
For the past 10 years, Weil
has lived with Bob and Marilyn
Weil, her son and daughter-inlaw, on their cattle farm near
Milan, the home of the 1954
state high school basketball
champions made famous by
the movie “Hoosiers.”
“I have a wonderful family,”
she told The Criterion, newspaper of the Indianapolis
Archdiocese.
Weil still prays from her wellworn prayer book each day and
says the rosary.
Born Emelie Seissiger on
Nov. 20, 1899, in northern
Kentucky, she was 21 and an
accomplished pianist when
the 19th Amendment to the
Constitution was ratified in
1920, giving women the right
to vote. She met her future
husband, Stephen Weil, a year
later.
After completing nursing
school, Weil worked as a registered nurse in Chicago, New
York and Cincinnati.
In 1932, she and Stephen
were married. Her husband
died 11 years later of pneumonia, leaving her at age 43 with
seven children to raise by herself on a 15-acre farm near
Cincinnati. The oldest child,
Mary, was 10 years old at the
time and the youngest, Rita,
was only 2 months old.
Weil returned to nursing
when Rita was in high school,
and she encouraged all of her
children to go to college.
Although it’s been 67 years
since her husband’s death, Weil
said she misses him more than
ever and is looking forward to
seeing him again in heaven.
Looking back at her long and
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EMELIE WEIL of Milan, Ind., celebrated her 110th birthday
Nov. 20, 2009. The "supercentenarian" said her Catholic
faith has sustained her through many difficult life challenges
over 11 decades.
healthy life, Weil said she loved
raising her children. Now she
enjoys spending time with her
25 grandchildren and 39 greatgrandchildren.
During her lengthy retirement, Weil has kept busy painting colorful pictures of flowers,
birds and other nature scenes,
which her family members
have preserved in a self-published book.
She said her favorite pope of
the 10 during her lifetime is
Pope Pius XII. Her favorite
president from her 110 years is
Ronald Reagan.
Historical conflicts during
her lifetime include two
Russian revolutions, two
Balkan wars, two World Wars,
the Korean War, the Vietnam
War and the Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba.
Weil said she was happy to
see the fall of the Berlin Wall in
1989, which led to the reunification of Germany.
She prefers to talk about
God, her loved ones and family
history.
During her Kentucky childhood, young Emelie’s father

owned a grocery store next to
the family’s home. She and her
seven siblings helped with
chores, including making
German-style sauerkraut in 50gallon barrels.
Weil is proud that her father
donated money to the Catholic
Church to buy land for a new
parish in the Diocese of
Covington, Ky. Decades later,
she donated land to the
Cincinnati Archdiocese.
“Emelie always wonders
why the Lord lets her stay
here,” said Father Francis
Eckstein, a retired archdiocesan priest who lives in Milan
and brings Weil Communion
on first Fridays.
“I tell her it’s because she
says a lot of prayers, and she’s
praying to keep the rest of us in
line. For 110 years, she has kept
the faith. That’s pretty fantastic,” he said.
Weil’s advice for finding happiness in life is to be faithful to
God.
“I haven’t done anything that
anybody else couldn’t do,” she
said. “Just say your prayers, and
do the best you can.”
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Healthy living tips for seniors: Making your life the best it can be
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

CHARLES
LEE plays the
organ in late
July at Holy
Rosary Parish
in
Hartshorne,
Okla. Lee,
who has
played at the
parish for 50
years, says he
cannot imagine a day
without praying the
rosary.
Praying, attending Mass,
engaging in
spiritual reading, listening
to inspirational music
or attending a
spiritual retreat can all
contribute to
healthy living.

Although uncontrollable factors like
gender, ethnicity and heredity can lead to
health challenges increasingly as we age,
there is no reason that, with a little
thought, we cannot live active and productive lives well into our later years.
That’s because numerous other risk
factors are within our control and can significantly influence our quality of life.
Follow these lifestyle tips to help preserve your vitality.

Physical care

Follow a well-balanced diet that meets
your body’s nutrition and energy needs.
Limit your intake of salt and sugar (look
for the hidden content in prepared
foods); caffeine; oils and fats—especially
saturated fat; red meats, especially higher
fat cuts and processed varieties; and refined foods such as instant noodles,
white bread and soft drinks. To aid digestion, divide your daily nutritional requirements into five or six small meals—three
main ones and two or three snacks. If you
are significantly overweight or have a
health condition that necessitates a special diet, consult a dietitian for guidance
around meal planning.
Get at least seven hours of sleep each
night. Practice good sleep habits, including refraining from eating and drinking
close to bedtime, staying away from caffeinated products after noon, avoiding
strenuous activity late in the day, keeping
to a regular schedule of going to bed and
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waking, and avoiding over-the-counter
sleep aids.
Get regular medical check-ups. Follow
doctor’s orders (for example, monitoring
your blood pressure) and take medications exactly as prescribed.
Quit smoking (ask your doctor about

the best way to go about it) and avoid exposure to second-hand smoke.
Avoid alcohol; otherwise consume no
more than one drink per day. Plan ahead
so you don’t drink and drive.
Limit your sun exposure and always
use sunscreen outdoors. A widebrimmed hat is also a must, as are sunglasses that block out 100 percent of ultraviolet (UV) rays.
Increase your level of physical activity,
aiming for 30-60 minutes of moderate activity most, if not every day of the week.
Popular exercise options include brisk
walking, bicycling, swimming and lowimpact aerobics; consult with your doctor, though, before beginning any exercise program. Choose an activity that appeals to you and incorporate it into your
daily routine; start slowly, and gradually
increase the duration and intensity. Find
an exercise partner to help keep you motivated.
Make your home as safe as possible, to
reduce the risk of falls—for example,
clear clutter, improve lighting, remove or
secure scatter mats and install handrails
along stairs.
Tune in to your body. If something
doesn’t look or feel right, see your doctor
for an assessment without delay.

Mental self-care
Keep a positive attitude about life and
aging, and associate with people who
have a similar outlook. Cultivate an attitude of gratitude.
Do as much for yourself as possible, to
maintain your independence and self-esteem.
Cultivate a healthy sense of humor.
Learn to laugh at your quirks and mistakes and to find amusement in stressful
situations.
Do something you enjoy every day.
Exercise your mind: Do word puzzles,
play card or board games, read, research
subjects of interest, travel, learn a new
skill, take up a new hobby, sign up for an
adult education course.
Set aside daily time for relaxation.

Don’t keep problems to yourself—seek
support from family members, friends or
a counselor.

Social well-being

Stay connected to friends and relatives
through regular visits, phone calls or correspondence.
If your social network has diminished,
make new connections. Take a class, volunteer, join a club. Get to know neighbors
and members of groups to which you belong. Pursue friendships with those
whose company you enjoy.
If you live alone and don’t like it, consider taking in a boarder, sharing accommodation with a relative or friend, or
moving to a senior living community.

Spiritual well-being

Nurture your faith by attending Mass,
praying, engaging in spiritual reading, listening to inspirational music or attending a spiritual retreat.
Do things that provide you with meaning and purpose, such as writing a family
history, getting a pet or helping someone
you know. Get involved in your parish
and the community by volunteering your
time and talent.
Do things that center you and bring
inner peace, such as journaling or
spending time in nature.

Financial welfare

Minimize financial stress by setting
long-term financial goals, developing
and sticking to a budget that will help you
achieve them, setting aside money for
unexpected expenses (including healthrelated ones) and investing wisely. Seek
advice from a certified financial planner.
Take a holistic approach to your health,
and keep in mind that even modest
lifestyle changes can make a difference.
Take small steps, build on your success
and enjoy how good you feel.

Lisa M. Petsche is a medical social
worker and a freelance writer specializing
in boomer and senior issues.
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Ontario woman, 96, has lifetime of memories from Brother Andre’s visits
BY JIM O’LEARY

MARKHAM,
Ontario
(CNS)—Alyce Daly is 96, but
she vividly remembers the
special visits that Brother
Andre, Canada’s new saint,
made to her family’s home in
the 1920s. But, she adds
apologetically, she doesn’t recall any miracles.
What she does retain are
fond memories of a saintly
man sitting in the parlor and
at the dinner table in the family home on Curzon Avenue in
Toronto’s east end. The Dalys
lived just steps from St.
Joseph Church, and outside
its doors people lined the
sidewalks and spilled into a
nearby park to glimpse or
touch the famous Miracle
Man of Montreal.
Brother Andre was devoted
to St. Joseph, and he always
credited the saint.
“He used to say, ‘I don’t cure
anyone, it’s through the intercession of St. Joseph,’” Daly
recalls.
Today, Daly lives in a retirement home just down the
street from Brother Andre
High School in Markham. So,
in one sense, the old family
friend has always been near,
but he has been more prominent in Daly’s thoughts since
Pope Benedict XVI declared
Brother Andre was to become
a saint Oct. 17.
Daly says her father met the
future saint when Brother
Andre was a doorman at

iting twice.
“He was a dear man. When
it was time for him to leave,
we lined up to say goodbye

CNS PHOTO

ALYCE DALY holds a paper with an image of Brother Andre
Bessette at her home in Toronto's east end. Daly, 96, vividly
remembers the special visits that Brother Andre made to her
family's home in the 1920s. Brother Andre will be canonized
Oct. 17.
Montreal’s College of Notre
Dame. They struck up a
friendship and, when Brother
Andre was fundraising for the
construction of St. Joseph’s
Oratory, he was brought to St.
Joseph’s Parish in Toronto.
“I remember him coming to
our house,” Daly said. “He was
small and very shy.
“He would come to dinner.
He liked my mother’s macaroni and cheese. I can still picture him sitting at our living
room suite. In particular, he
liked to sit in a little gold chair.
We called it the Brother Andre
chair.”

That chair has remained in
the family and is now owned
by Daly’s niece, Virginia West,
the Ontario deputy minister
of natural resources.
Daly remembers one time,
around 1928, when she was
14, the family was expecting
Brother Andre when a message arrived from a porter at
Union Station.
“He said there’s a little man
here with a flat, black hat who
says he is not going to move
until Mr. Daly picks him up.
He’s just sitting on his suitcase,” she recalled.
She can remember him vis-

Couples renew vows at annual Anniversary Mass

About 250 couples celebrating
their 25th, 50th or 50-plus anniversaries attended the annual
Wedding Anniversary Mass said
by Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception on Oct. 2.
The Mass is organized by the
archdiocesan Marriage and
Family Life Office. One couple
that registered for the Mass,
John and Kathleen Brennan of
St. Joan of Arc Parish in Arvada,
are marking 72 years of marriage
this year.
Generations were represented
as well. Tom and Sue Boucher
of Church of the Risen Christ
celebrated 50 years, and their
children, Anthony and Linda
Boucher celebrated 25 years.
Another couple, Tony and
Mary Ellen Aragon are marking
55 years. They have three married children. Both parents and
children were married at the
cathedral.
“Every couple (listed) in the
program, their fidelity to marriage in good times and bad,
and in sickness and health, is a
witness to all of us in the
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ROSEMARY and Russell Baker of Notre Dame Church were
among the couples attending the annual Wedding Anniversary
Mass celebrated by Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., at
the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception Oct. 2. The
Bakers marked 67 years of marriage on Jan. 21.
Archdiocese of Denver to the
faithfulness of Christ’s love for
the Church,” said Phil Webb, director of the Marriage and
Family Life Office.
In his homily, Archbishop
Chaput reminded the congregation that marriage is a sacrament because married love
makes visible Christ’s love for his

Church. The archbishop said
he likes to challenge those
preparing for marriage by asking, “Is this a person you want to
share your love with when you
are 60?”
Dressed up for the occasion,
couples renewed their marriage
vows and received a blessing
from the archbishop.

and he gave each of us a
rosary,” she said.
And memories to last a lifetime.
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Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045;
Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Rosary For Life: at Church of the
Risen Christ, 3060 S. Monaco
Parkway, Denver prior to Mass.
Oct. 30: rosary 8 a.m.
Mass 8:30 a.m.
Mother-Daughter Mass: in honor of
Blessed Mother of the Miraculous
Medal at Our Lady of Lourdes, 2298
S. Logan St., Denver. Breakfast and
lecture to follow Mass. Cost is $5

per person. Call 303-733-7190 to
register.
Oct. 30: Mass 8:30 a.m.
Breakfast 9:30 a.m.
Patriotic Mass: to honor all past
and present veterans at St. Jude
Church, 9405 W. Florida Ave.,
Lakewood. Refreshments to follow
in community center.
Nov. 12: 6:30 p.m.
Weekly Young Adult Mass: at St.
Catherine of Sienna Church, 4200

Federal Blvd., Denver. Call 720-9379337 for more information.
Thursdays: 6:30 p.m.

Babysitting provided. Call 303-6517605 for details.
Oct. 28: 9 a.m. - 11 a.m.

303-410-1710 for location and registration information.
Oct. 22 - 24

Holy Hour: of Eucharistic Adoration
for vocations at Holy Trinity
Adoration Chapel, 3100 W. 76th
Aver., Westminster. Call 303-4277931 for more information.
Last Thursday of Month: 7 p.m.

Masquerade Ball: at St. Mary
Church, 6853 S Prince St., Littleton.
Live music, costumes are encouraged. Admission is $25 per person.
Call 303-798-8506 for more information.
Oct. 30: 7 p.m.

Respect Life Speaker: Deacon Dr.
John Volk will present “Matters of
Life and Death” at Our Lady of
Loreto, 18000 E. Arapahoe Road,
Foxfield. Call 303-414-2259 for
more information.
Oct. 22: 7 p.m.

Lecture And Discussion: on
Christian approach to evolution to
be held at Most Precious Blood
Parish Center, 2250 S. Harrison St.,
Denver. Cost of two-day seminar is
$20 per person, $35 per couple.
Register before Oct. 20 by calling
303-756-3083.
Nov. 2 and 9: 9 a.m. - noon

Leadership Skills Workshop: to learn
key principles for being an effective
leader, at St. Mark Church, 3141 W.
96th Ave., Westminster. Cost is $65.
Call 1-877-842-1877 to register.
Oct. 23: 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Order Your Copy Now: of Pinnacled
Glory of the West, a book about the
history of the Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception. Cost is
$24.95 but all orders received by
Dec. 17 will cost only $20. Call 303520-9986 to order your copy today.
Vendors Wanted: for November 20
and 21 craft fair at Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Church, 3549 Navajo St.,
Denver. Call 303-431-8858 for details.
Artisans Needed: for November 20
and 21 craft fair at St. Rose of Lima
Church, 355 S. Navajo St., Denver.
Call 720-937-4984.
Free Tour: for anyone who wishes
more information about volunteering at Annunciation Grade School,
3536 Lafayette St., Denver. Call
Seeds of Hope office for tour information, 303-715-3186.
Oct. 21: 1:30 p.m.
Public Invited: to music from early
baroque period and Monteverdi
Vespers concerts. Concerts followed
by panel discussion. Call 303-9093517 for times and locations.
Oct. 22, 23, 24
Craft Fair: at St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Parish Hall, 5450 S. Lemay
Ave., Fort Collins. Crafts for all
seasons and refreshments will be
served. Call 970-226-1303 for more
information.
Oct. 22: 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Oct. 23: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Mark Your Calendar: for
Octoberfest at St. James School,
1250 Newport St., Denver. German
food and music, carnival games and
cash prizes. Individual tickets are
$15, family admission $75. Call
303-333-8275.
Oct. 23: noon - 6 p.m.
Andrew Dinner: for those who are
interested in vocation to the priesthood. Call 303-282-3429 for more
information.
Oct. 26: 6 p.m.
St. Thomas Aquinas
904 14th St., Boulder
Nov. 9: 6:30 p.m.
Sacred Heart
38044 Weld County
Road 16, Roggen
MUMS: Mothers Uplifting Mothers
Spiritually meets at St. John the
Baptist Church, 323 Collyer St.,
Longmont to explore parenting,
marriage and spirituality.

Bus Trip To Cripple Creek: sponsored by Knights of Columbus
Ladies Auxiliary. Trip begins at I-25
and Hampden. For ticket information, call 303-669-9171.
Nov. 6: 8 a.m.
Catholic Mountain Singles: age 55
and over to meet at Mountain
Resource Center in Conifer to plan
fall outings. Call 303-968-9831 for
details and directions.
Nov. 6: 9:30 a.m.

Vocation Discernment Retreat: with
the Capuchin Friars at Mother
Cabrini Shrine, 20189 Cabrini Blvd.,
Golden. Call 303-981-1111 to register or online at
www.capuchins.org/vocations.html
Oct. 29 - 31
Find Out: what it means to be called
to religious life at retreat with
Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual
Adoration in Colorado Springs. Call
719-955-7015 for more information.
Oct. 29 - 31

Rocking Bells And Beaus Dance: at
St. Thomas More, 8035 S. Quebec
St., Centennial. $15 admission includes food, beverages and music.
No jeans allowed.
Nov. 6: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.

Archbishop’s Lecture Series: kicks
off with Joseph Bottum who will
speak on “Hope and the
Apocalypse”in Bonfils Hall at JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Call 303-715-3123 for information or
email info@archden.org.
Nov. 1: 7 p.m.

Nativity Of Our Lord: is holding
their 21st annual craft fair at the
church, 900 W. Midway Blvd.,
Broomfield. Admission, one can of
non-perishable food. Call 303-4690670 for more information.
Nov. 6: 9 a.m - 4:30 p.m
Nov. 7: 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Panel Discussion: on Blessed John
Henry Newman at Holy Name
Parish, 3290 W. Milan Ave.,
Englewood. Participants include
Auxiliary Bishop James D. Conley
STL and Father Daniel Cordo SCV.
Call 303-715-3260 for details.
Nov. 2: 7 p.m.

Annual Holiday Bazaar: at Queen of
Peace Church, 13120 E. Kentucky
Aver., Aurora. Call 303-344-5308
for more information.
Nov. 6: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Nov. 7: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
J.K. Mullen High School: open
house at the school, 3601 S. Lowell
Blvd., Denver. Day begins with
Mass followed by school tours.
Come find out what Mullen has to
offer your child. Call 303-761-1764
for details.
Nov. 7: Mass 8:30 a.m.
Tours 10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Apologetic Series: sponsored by
Our Lady of Fatima Parish, 1985
Miller St., Lakewood, begins with
seminar on “Contraception: Why
Not?” Call for information on
babysitting service, 303-233-6236.
Oct. 20: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Rachel’s Vineyard: retreat for those
dealing with abortion. Retreat
open to all family members. Call

PILGRIMAGES/TOURS
Vincentian Heritage Tour: to France
with Father Lawrence Christensen,
CM. See Lourdes, Paris, Lisieux,
Chartres, Versailles and much
more. Download free brochure at
www.GoCatholicTravel.com or call
303-758-8826.
May 16 - 26
Holy Land Pilgrimage: with Father
Ron Weissbeck. 14-day tour to
Jordan, Israel and Egypt. Call for
details and intinerary, 970-3537500.
May 3 - 16
Pilgrimage To Israel: led by Father
Randy Dollins and former Biblical
School Director Thomas Smith.
Space is limited, information available online at www.gen215.org.
May 22 - June 1
Youth Pilgrimage: to World Youth
Day 2011 in Madrid, Spain. For more
information on this two-week pilgrimage call 303-455-9090.
Aug. 11 - 21
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Machebeuf earned title 'The Apostle of Colorado' Bishop Machebeuf High
School to honor namesake
From Page 1

of settlers,” Bishop Martino said.
“There are countless examples in
the history of the Church where
the presence of a priest in a mission or a bishop in a geographic
territory helped the Church
grow. And how could you not
feel awed by the courage of these
missionaries leaving the relative
comfort of the eastern side of the
Mississippi River for what was
then the Wild West?
“They had all kinds of hardship
and challenges: no highways, no
telephones—nothing,” he continued. “A journey of any great
distance could take weeks, and
Bishop Machebeuf was famous
for undertaking these journeys.”
During his almost three
decades
in
Colorado,
Machebeuf travelled 100,000
miles ministering to his people
of the plains and in the mountain mining towns. He extended
invitations to priests to be part of
the mission ministry of the West
and never stopped in fundraising activities for whatever project was next on his agenda.
Ordained a bishop in 1868,
Bishop Machebeuf was assigned
as the vicar apostolic of
Colorado and Utah territories. In
1871, to Machebeuf’s great relief,
his vicariate was cut in half
when Utah was transferred to
the San Francisco Archdiocese.
When the Diocese of Denver
was created in 1887, he became
its first bishop.
Two years later, on July 10,
1889, Bishop Machebeuf died,
his seemingly endless supply of

A PHOTO of then-Father
Joseph Machebeuf in Denver
energy finally having run out.
More than 100 priests attended
his funeral and he was laid to
rest in a temporary tomb in the
chapel of St. Mary’s Academy.
Three years later his remains
were reinterred at Mount Olivet
Cemetery.
In his book, “Life of the Right
Reverend Joseph P. Machebeuf,”
Father William Howlett wrote:
“When Father Machebeuf came
to Colorado in 1860 he was ...
without a single church, or roof
over his head; when he died the
Diocese of Denver counted 64
priests, 102 churches and
chapels, nine academies, one
college, one orphan asylum, and

over 3,000 children in Catholic
schools. This was primarily the
work of Bishop Machebeuf. In
contemplating it we must concede that (he) was a great priest,
a great bishop and merited well
the title by which posterity shall
know him—The Apostle of
Colorado.”
Noel agrees that Bishop
Machebeuf should be remembered as a hard worker who gave
his all to his Church and his
parishioners. But he should also
be remembered as a far-seeing
historical figure, one who believed in the future of Denver
and Colorado.
“Many people thought that
Denver was going to be a boom
and bust town. It took confidence and optimism in 1860 to
imagine a huge city and state,”
Noel said. “Remember when the
railroad came through in 1867 it
went through Cheyenne. Half
the Denver population moved
up there because they thought
that would be the rail hub and
the city could very easily have
become a ghost town. You can
mention all the visionaries like
Gilpin, Evans and Byers who are
responsible for building the
state, but Bishop Machebeuf is
right there alongside.”
Upon his death, Colorado’s
first Catholic newspaper, the
Colorado Catholic wrote of
Bishop Machebeuf, “No man in
the Rocky Mountain Country
has ever gone to his grave more
universally respected for his
sanctity of motive than the pioneer bishop of Colorado.”

BY JOHN GLEASON

On Nov. 5, Bishop Machebeuf
High School will pay tribute to
the 150th anniversary of their
namesake’s arrival to Denver
with a program about his life
and a Mass for the students and
faculty. The Mass will be celebrated by Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Principal Jessie Skipwith said
the school is excited about the
anniversary.
“There is a sincere and authentic relationship between the mission of the school to form the
hearts, minds and souls of its students in the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and personal ownership that our
students, faculty and parents assume in this process,” he said. “It’s
an honor to be part of this milestone in the history of the Catholic
Church in Colorado.”
The
presentation
about
Denver’s first bishop, “The Life
and
Legacy
of
Bishop
Machebeuf,” will precede the
liturgy. It is the work of
Machebeuf students under the
direction of Ed Lugo, director of
campus ministry, who studied
records and diaries about
Colorado’s first bishop now stored
in the archives of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Lugo said the task was
quite the challenge considering
the students were sifting through
events that cover a 30-year period.
“There was so much that happened and no chance to include
it all,” he said, “and more than a

share of humorous and interesting tidbits. Like the time when
(Machebeuf) had to sneak out of
France because his father didn’t
want him to leave. Can you
imagine how differently our history might have been if that had
happened?”
Reflecting on the mark Bishop
Machebeuf made here, Skipwith
said the prelate’s influence is as
strong today as it was when he
travelled the mountains by mule
cart.
“Bishop Joseph P. Machebeuf
left our students a legacy of being
courageous leaders in our faith.
He was a man who overcame
great odds to lead the Church in
Colorado,” he said. “That legacy
empowers the members of our
Church in the year 2010 to remain steadfast, vigilant and
faithful in building Christ’s flock
throughout the world.”
At the end of the Mass, the students will present Archbishop
Chaput with a breviary (prayer
book) that was the property of
Bishop Machebeuf on behalf of
the entire Machebeuf community.
“It was donated by a friend of
the school,” Lugo said, “and we
took it to the archives to authenticate the bishop’s signature. We
couldn’t think of a better place
for this connection to the past to
be than in Archbishop Chaput’s
keeping.”
Due to limited space, the high
school celebration is not open to
the public.

Author explores consequences of poor choices in bestselling ‘Fatherless’

BY JULIE FILBY

In his series of novels “The
American Tragedy in Trilogy,”
author Brian J. Gail takes readers
on a 40-year journey, from the
1980s to 2020s, of spiritual battles facing the Catholic Church.
His first book “Fatherless” released last year became a
Catholic best seller, selling more
than 17,000 copies. His second
book “Motherless” will be released later this month, and he
is currently writing “Childless”
to be published next fall.
“We have fathers struggling to
be fathers, mothers turning to
petri dishes to be mothers, and
children that will be recreated in
the image and likeness of man
by men—rather than the reverse
as recorded by God himself in
Genesis,” Gail said.
The husband of 40 years, father of seven, grandfather of five,
former semi-pro baseball player, and retired CEO and entrepreneur, draws on his own experiences to develop the novels’
characters. He shared one of
those experiences with the
Denver Catholic Register.

“FATHERLESS” by Brian J. Gail
“We had three daughters who
went through three Pre-Cana
programs, in three successive
years, in three different parishes,” he said. “We asked each
after the program concluded:
‘Did they tell you about the dangers of artificial contraception?’
And they all said ‘no.’
“‘Did they tell you about the
wonders of natural family planning?’ And they said ‘no.’”

Gail, who has homes in
Pennsylvania and Florida, realized if this was happening to his
children, it must be happening
to others as well.
“There are more than enough
brilliant books out there, summoning children to heed the
truth,” he said. “I didn’t want to
repeat any of that.”
So he decided to compose a
story, creating characters that
were wrestling with the consequences of poor choices, as they
attempted to balance faith, family and career. It was his hope
that these characters would attract young readers.
“In drawing in young readers I
hope to share the bold proclamation of the ‘Gospel of Life’
and love,” he said, referring to
the teachings and encyclicals of
Pope John Paul II. “Who will
make this bold proclamation, if
not us?”
“Fatherless” has proven to appeal not only to young readers,
but a wider audience as well.
“It’s astonishing to me that different generations of readers,
both male and female, East Coast
to West Coast, both professional

BOOKS BY
BRIAN J. GAIL
Available: “Fatherless” ($14.95,
Human Life International)
Preorder: “Motherless” ($19.99,
Human Life International)
Purchase: www.fatherless
book.com
Call: 800-549-5433
Local: Also available at some
Catholic bookstores

class and what we might call
‘blue collar’ seem to find something in the book that stirs something in their souls,” he said.
He described the series as
“truth disguised as fiction.”
“It is truth because it channels
so much of the viewpoint, perspective and teachings of the
great John Paul II, who galvanized the world, and inspired
me and so many like me,” he
said. “He was the ‘greatest of the
great’—a gift not just to our
Church but to the whole world.”
“The American Tragedy in
Trilogy” is being published by

Human Life International, a proife ministry founded in 1981 that
sponsors materials, conferences
and mission trips to advise and
inspire pro-life leaders, families,
seminarians and students.
“They’ve done a superb job,
not just for me, but for the HLI
mission of exposing the lie of
contraception and the harm it
does to women and families,” he
said. “I’m grateful to be a small
part of their work.”
He indicated the trilogy, while
honest and realistic, ends optimistically.
“The trilogy will end on a very
hopeful note I assure you,” he
said. “But by no means has the
darkness reached a crescendo.
By no means has it peaked in
our time.”
Gail spoke to a crowd at
Bonfils Hall on the campus of
the John Paul II Center in Denver
earlier this month. In his lecture,
“Fatherhood in a Fatherless
World” he called on men, in particular, to teach their children to
say “no” to self and “yes” to God.
To listen to this lecture, visit
www.archden.org, select Marriage and Family Life.

