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Covering religion: Archbishop urges
reporters to master, respect their topic
BY ANNA MARIA BASQUEZ
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A new sentiment in the mass
media seems more hostile to
Christian values, Archbishop
Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.,
told a conference of 150 religion
reporters Sept. 24. The prelate
urged the journalists from
across the nation and overseas
“to understand believers and religious institutions as they understand themselves” and to
have humility in their work.
“Freedom of the press clearly
includes the right to question
the actions and motives of religious figures and institutions,”
he told the gathering. “… But
freedom doesn’t excuse prejudice or poor handling of serious
material, especially people’s religious convictions. What’s new
today is the seeming collusion—
or at least an active sympathy—
between some media organizations and journalists, and political and sexual agendas hostile to
traditional Christian beliefs.”
Archbishop Chaput’s talk,
“Religion, Journalism and the
New American Orthodoxy,” was
the keynote address Friday at
the 61st Religion Newswriters
Association Annual Conference
at the Westin Tabor Center in
Denver.
“This new orthodoxy seems
to influence the selection of religious news and how that
news gets presented,” he said.
“It seems to frame which opinions are appropriate and which
ones won’t be heard. And it

RELIGION story headlines are captured in this collage. In an address to the Religion Newswriters
Association Conference Sept. 24, Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., challenged reporters
to know themselves and their prejudices.
seems to guide the historical
narrative that media present to
their audiences.
“This new thinking seems to
presume a society much more
secular and much less religious
than anything in America’s past
or warranted by present facts,”
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Born in what is now Croatia, Jerome studied in
Rome from the age of 12 and was baptized at
19. He learned theology in Germany, Greek and
Hebrew in Syria and was ordained at Antioch,
though he never celebrated Mass. He became
secretary to Pope Damasus I, who asked him to
revise the Latin New Testament. This ascetic
scholar, an early Christian theologian, moved permanently in 385 to
Bethlehem, where he founded a monastery and boys’ school and
wrote. His greatest achievement was the Latin Vulgate Bible.

he continued, “a society where
people are free to worship and
believe whatever they want, so
long as they don’t intrude their
religious idiosyncrasies on government, the economy or culture.”
During the question and an-

swer period after his talk, Laurie
Goodstein, national correspondent for the New York Times,
asked the archbishop why he
has not been taking her phone
calls or granting interviews to
her newspaper.

See Media, Page 11
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Charities head marks 100 years
with call for ‘21st-century solutions’
BY NANCY FRAZIER O’BRIEN

WASHINGTON (CNS)—One
hundred years and a day after the
founding of the national organization that became Catholic
Charities USA, its president
called for “21st-century solutions
to 21st-century problems” and
said keeping track of how many
people are fed or given shelter for
a night is no longer enough.
“We need to track not only
money and services, but how
many people have escaped the
need for such services,” said
Father Larry Snyder, a priest of
the Archdiocese of St. Paul and
Minneapolis who has been president and CEO of Catholic
Charities USA since 2005.
Father Snyder spoke Sept. 26
at his organization’s centennial
gathering in Washington, where
it was founded by about 400
Catholic leaders in 1910.
The conference opened the
day before with a Mass at the
Basilica of the National Shrine of
the Immaculate Conception and
a group photo on the campus of
The Catholic University of
America, mimicking a photo of
the founding members 100
years ago.
Father Snyder acknowledged
that “there will always be those
who need the safety net” of services such as food, shelter or financial assistance, but said that for
many, “the safety net is broken.”
“It can trap families into a lifetime of need,” he said. “Our efforts must be transformative”
and must help place individuals
and families on “the pathway to
self-sufficiency,” he added.
Outlining the history of the organization founded as the
National Conference of Catholic
Charities, Father Snyder said it
was established “at a time of
great social transformation,”
when the United States was
moving from an agrarian to an
industrial economy.
“But the progress came at a
cost,” he added, including “a loss
of recognition of the importance
of human beings and a national
sense of community.”
The Church brought its “rich
tradition of social teachings” to
the U.S. culture and left its “fingerprint on some of the great social solutions of our day,” such as
Social Security and various programs to fight poverty, he said.
“The conditions facing those
we serve today are strikingly
similar to those of 1910,” Father
Snyder said, noting that the
number of Americans living in
poverty increased by more than
4 million in the past two years.
He criticized current attitudes
of “intolerance, division and a
lack of compassion for the ‘undeserving poor,’” and said they
are based on “a refusal to see in
the faces of the poor the image

and likeness of God.”
“No matter how well disguised,
we must still see the beauty of the
image and likeness of God in
each person,” he added.
Father Snyder said those involved in the work of Catholic
Charities must be “immersed in
the messiness of life” and said
now is “not the time for us to be
timid about our faith.”
Like 100 years ago, “the age of
visionaries and giants is still
upon us,” he said.
Three panelists representing
the corporate world, the academic world and politics then responded to Father Snyder’s talk.
Janet Lawson, director of Ford
Volunteer Corps, part of the philanthropic arm of Ford Motor Co.,
said the organization, funded
from Ford profits, has had to
make do with a diminished
budget to meet increasing needs,
especially in the Detroit area.
Among the organization’s priorities have been mobile food
pantries that can go quickly to
where there is the most need
and “economic stability” programs that provide financial basics and job training in “alternatives to the manufacturing jobs
that have gone overseas.”
Father J. Bryan Hehir, professor of religion and public life at
the Kennedy School of
Government
at
Harvard
University, said that although
pundits disagree about how to
end the current economic crisis,
“there is general agreement that
it will not end quickly.”
He said Catholic Charities’
“commitment to professional
excellence, combined with hope
and faith, give us the capacity to
be the long-distance runner.”
Father Hehir, who is also secretary for social concerns and
president of Catholic Charities
in the Archdiocese of Boston,
said the organization is “uniquely placed to contribute” to discussions about how the government distributes public resources.
“There is no substitute for the
moral vision of leaders” in helping to ensure “the quality of life
of all its citizens,” he said.
Joshua DuBois, executive director of the White House Office
of
Faith-Based
and
Neighborhood Partnerships,
said the government can “learn
a lot from Catholic Charities offices around the country,” especially their emphasis on “integral
human development, as well as
emotional and spiritual support” for their clients.
Other speakers at the Sept. 2528 Catholic Charities convention included Cardinal Paul J.
Cordes, president of the
Pontifical Council Cor Unum;
Dr. Regina Benjamin, U.S. surgeon general; and Archbishop
Timothy M. Dolan of New York.

Cemetery tour: Revisiting history
BY JOHN GLEASON

More than 150 people
walked through 118-year-old
Mount Olivet Cemetery the afternoon of Sept. 25 to learn
more about historic Catholic
figures in Denver.
The 400-acre cemetery located in Wheat Ridge had
opened its gates for a twohour interactive tour. The day
was perfect for walking, sunny
but not too hot. Before the
group began the tour, they
gathered in the main chapel
to hear Mike Wright, director
of the cemetery and the archdiocesan mortuary, give an
overview of the cemetery and
its ministry.
“This is a place of peace
and tranquility,” he told those
in attendance, “although it
can seem hectic on those days
when we have 16 burials
scheduled.
“We bury 1,400 people a
year,” he added. “The archdiocesan mortuary handles
more than 650 families, most of
whom want their loved ones
buried at Mount Olivet. In addition, we bury 95 percent of
the poor that come to us from
the state and the county.”
Wright said a person doesn’t
have to be Catholic to be
buried at the cemetery.
“Our ministry is to take care
of their human remains—God
takes care of the rest,” he said.
“The ministry is two-fold: we
take care of those who have
died and we take care of those
who are grieving.”
Ron Beck of Arvada was
among the tour participants.
“I’ve taken tours of some of
the other cemeteries in the
area,” he told the Denver
Catholic Register, “and I think
it’s great that Mount Olivet has
this look into the past of the
Church in Colorado.”
Dedicated on Sept. 25, 1892,
Mount Olivet is the final resting
place for 150,000 people, including 7,000 who were reinterred from its predecessor,
Calvary Cemetery, now site of
the Denver Botanic Gardens.
“That old cemetery was
condemned in 1909,” Wright
said, “and the city would no
longer let them accept new
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THE MULLEN monument at Mount Olivet Cemetery. John Kiernan
Mullen was a poor Irishman who became a multimillionaire flour
miller known for his philanthropic gifts to the Catholic Church.

MOUNT OLIVET
CEMETERY
Address: 12801 W. 44th Ave.,
Wheat Ridge
Hours: 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Monday-Saturday
Information: call 303-424-7785

burials. Many families had
their relatives moved to
Mount Olivet over the next 40
years. Then, in 1950, a massive
undertaking removed the rest
of the bodies and brought
them to Mount Olivet.”
The tour made stops at the
graves of the infamous Baby
Doe Tabor, former slave Julia
Greeley and Martin Currigan,
patriarch of the Currigan family, which produced one mayor
for the city of Denver. Other
stops included the Howlett
family on whose sandstone
monument is recorded the oldest date in the cemetery (John
Howlett, 1796-1865, whose remains were transplanted from
Calvary
Cemetery)
and
Elizabeth Kelly, who was a
member of Annunciation
Church and is the first recorded
burial in Mount Olivet
Cemetery (July 5, 1892).
Questions from the crowd
ran the gamut from why are
people generally buried facing
east (so they’ll be ready for the
resurrection) to how tall a
monument can be (5 feet—
anything higher must go to
cemetery management for approval).

Mount Olivet is responsible
for the upkeep of the grounds,
but families must take care of
individual
headstones.
Families are notified should a
monument become cracked
or broken and are given the
option of deciding what to do.
“We have one monument,
an obelisk sitting on a stone
that was struck by lightening,”
Wright told the audience.
“The lower portion was
knocked askew off the base
and the top of the obelisk was
knocked off. We offered to
help the family restore it but
they said it was an act of God
and wanted it left as it was.”
As lunchtime approached,
the tour came to the Gallagher
Chapel where the bishops of
Denver are buried. On the
grounds immediately in front
of the chapel where priests
and religious women are
buried, one woman veered off
from the tour and stood in
front of a marker of a Sister of
Charity. The woman, who declined to give her name, said
she attended the tour to find
this particular grave.
“If it hadn’t had been for this
nun,” she told the Register,
“my life would have been very,
very different.”
Wright said he hopes the
tours will become an annual
event that helps people reconnect with their past.
“I want people to have an
appreciation for the ministry
that goes on out here,” he
said.
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Foxfield church breaks ground for parish center
St. Joseph Ministry
Center to include
classrooms and
meeting space

PHOTO PROVIDED

MSGR. Edward Buelt, pastor of Our Lady of Loreto in Foxfield, breaks
ground Sept. 12 on a new ministry center with representatives from
companies who assisted with design and preconstruction services.
and in her world. She’s the one
who makes a home for the Word
of God, but she didn’t do it alone:
she did it with a husband.
“It (the new center) is all about
family, Catholic family,” he said.
Pending final construction
documents and approval from
the town of Foxfield, construction is planned to start in
November or December. It is
expected to take about a year to
complete.
The parish is in the third year
of a five-year $13.5 million
fundraising initiative dubbed
“Fulfilling Hope Initiative.” The
next phase includes plans to add
a west wing to the ministry center housing a gymnasium,
music room, theatre, classrooms
and administrative space.
“We would like to have a

parish school here,” said Msgr.
Buelt.
The groundbreaking ceremony followed 11 a.m. Mass.
Guests in attendance included
parishioners; representatives
from companies working on
the design and preconstruction
services such as Davis
Partnership Architects, Faleide
Architects P.C. and Haselden
Construction; friends, supporters and donors; and Gary
Miller, construction manager
from the archdiocese’s Office of
Construction.
“It was a simple, but beautiful,
ceremony,” Msgr. Buelt said.
“The Lord has been good to us.”
Our Lady of Loreto is located
at 18000 E. Arapahoe Road,
near the intersection of
Arapahoe and Parker roads.

Workshops to prepare parish leaders for new Roman Missal
BY JULIE FILBY

On Oct. 28 and Oct. 30 the
archdiocese’s Office of Liturgy
will sponsor one-day workshops
to help prepare clergy and
parish educators for the new
edition of the Roman Missal.
The “Mystical Body, Mystical
Voice: Christ in the Words of the
Mass” program is designed for
priests, deacons and Church
professionals such as directors
of liturgy, faith formation, religious education and music, to
help provide them with the tools
needed to explain the “what’s
and why’s” of the liturgy and
words said at Mass.
“The program brings a unique
approach to this special opportunity the Church has been
given,” said sacramental theologian Father Douglas Martis, codeveloper of the program. “We
see the implementation of the
missal as a chance to enrich the
lives of the faithful with a deeper
understanding of the sacramental nature of worship, whose
purpose is to glorify God and
sanctify his people.”
Father Martis, a priest from
the Diocese of Joliet, Ill., will lead
the workshops. He is director of

What you should know
about four ballot initiatives
BY JENNIFER KRASKA

BY JULIE FILBY

On Sept. 12, approximately
750 people gathered at Our
Lady of Loreto Church in
Foxfield to celebrate the
groundbreaking of a $7.5 million, 35,000-square-foot ministry center.
“This is the second of three
projects we initiated when we
became a parish (in April
1998),” said founding pastor
Msgr. Edward Buelt, J.C.L.
“First was the house for the
Lord, and second—not secondary—was the house of ministry for the people.”
The east wing of the St.
Joseph Ministry Center will
provide the community of
2,600-3,000 families a parish
hall, 12 classrooms, a library
and resource center, and a
5,000-square-foot
meeting
space for classes and ministries
such as youth groups, faith formation and marriage and family life ministries.
The center is named in
honor of St. Joseph’s devotion
to the Holy Family.
“The parish is dedicated to
Our Lady of Loreto,” said Msgr.
Buelt. “She made a home for the
Lord in her heart, in her womb,

LEGISLATIVE COLUMN
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WITH the introduction of the
new Roman Missal the order
and structure of the Mass will
not change. Catholics can expect some changes in the wording of prayers and responses
beginning at Advent next year.
the Liturgical Institute at the
University of St. Mary of the
Lake/Mundelein Seminary and
chair
of
the
Worship

Department at Mundelein
Seminary of the Archdiocese of
Chicago.
Workshops will be held at St.
Thomas More Parish, 8035 S.
Quebec St. in Centennial. All
clergy in the archdiocese are expected to attend the Oct. 28 session, scheduled from 9:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. The workshop will
be repeated 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Oct. 30.
“This is one of the many
things we’re doing, and will continue to do, to help the clergy
and faithful experience a
smooth transition to the new
missal,” said Deacon Charles
Parker, director of the Office of
Liturgy.
First use of the new text will be
Nov. 27, 2011, the First Sunday of
Advent. To learn more about the
“Mystical Body, Mystical Voice:
Christ in the Words of the Mass”
program visit www.mbmv.org.
Continue to read the Denver
Catholic Register for coverage on
the new Roman Missal and future educational opportunities.
For more information on the
workshops or to RSVP, contact
Tony Schoenberger at 303-7153156 or tony.schoenberger@
archden.org.

This year, not unlike past election years, there will be several
initiatives that appear on the
November ballot for the voters of
Colorado to decide.
The
Colorado Catholic Conference,
the public policy voice of the
Church in the state, will not take a
position on the vast majority of
those ballot initiatives, but there
four initiatives that I would like to
bring to your attention:
Amendments 60, 61, Proposition
101 and Amendment P.

Amendment P

COLORADO CATHOLIC
CONFERENCE
For more information
Call: 303-894-8808
E-mail: ccc@cocatholicconfer
ence.org
Website: www.cocatholicconfer
ence.org

Proposition 101—this initiative would reduce funding for
state government by 25 percent,
causing huge cuts to state human
services programs, education,
and health-care programs.

Amendment P is an initiative
Amendment 60—this initiathat would constitutionally tive would amend the state conchange who handles the admin- stitution to make sweeping
istration, licensing and enforcechanges to Colorado’s
ment of bingo/raffle
property tax laws. These
laws in Colorado.
changes would signifiCurrently, under the
cantly impact funding
Colorado Constitution,
for public education
the secretary of state is
and local services.
the area of government
Amendment 61—
that oversees the adthis initiative would
ministration, licensing
amend the state constiJENNIFER
and enforcement of the
tution to make broad
K
R
A
S
K
A
bingo/raffle laws in the
state. Amendment P seeks to changes to Colorado’s property
constitutionally change these tax laws, and would prevent any
oversight
duties
to
the local government or public entity from initiating any project
Department of Revenue.
Why is this change so signifi- that would create debt including
cant? The change is a significant school or recreation center exone because of the impact it pansions or improvements, and
could have on the nonprofit road or bridge repair.
community, including churches
There is a great deal of room
and groups such as the Knights
of Columbus, which uses for disagreement among people
bingo/raffle money to fund of good-will about taxes and the
charitable programs in their role of government, but our faith
communities. In order to obtain tradition teaches us that how we
and maintain a bingo/raffle li- organize our society, in economcense in the state of Colorado ics, politics and law, directly afthere are fees that must be paid, fects human dignity and the caforms that must be filled out, pacity of individuals to grow in
and administrative practices community. These three ballot
that must be followed. Moving initiatives do not reflect just or
all of these activities to the fair policies; children, the elderly
Department of Revenue will and the most vulnerable in our
surely mean an increase in fees, communities would bear the
forms and administrative duties greatest impact of severely refor nonprofits; which simply duced state revenues and the
means money, and the time of drastic restriction of the ability
(in most cases) volunteers— for local governments to meet
both of which are in short supply the peoples’ needs. Please vote
NO on Amendments 60 and 61
for many nonprofits these days.
Let’s not make it harder for and Proposition 101.
non-profits in Colorado to raise
As Catholics we believe that
charitable
funds
through
people
have a right and duty to
bingo/raffles. This November
please vote NO on Amendment participate in society to build the
common good and seek the well
P.
being of all people. One of the
ways that we can manifest this
Amendments 60, 61 and
belief is by exercising our right to
Proposition 101
Amendments 60 and 61 and vote. Please make your voices
Proposition 101 are a package of heard and VOTE!
three fiscal measures that would
have a devastating impact on
our state. Politicians from both
political parties have stated their
strong opposition to these three
initiatives.

Jennifer Kraska is the executive
director of the Colorado Catholic
Conference, which is the state
level, public policy arm of the
Denver, Pueblo and Colorado
Springs dioceses.
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL
Richard Dawkins & Co. = Paisley 2.0?
Some years ago, I was invited to address a seminar at the
Palace of Westminster for members of the House of Lords and
House of Commons interested in Catholic social doctrine. The
seminar was advertised in the daily schedules of both houses
of Parliament and by 11 a.m. a dozen or so peers and MPs
(members of Parliament) had gathered in a conference room.
As Lord Alton of Liverpool was introducing me, a gray head
thrust itself inside the door to see what was afoot. Alas, before I
could seize the microphone and say, “Do come in, Dr. Paisley,
and see what the Whore of Babylon is up to,” David Alton finished his introduction and invited me to begin my presentation—for which, alas, the Rev. Ian Paisley did not tarry.
It was something of a disappointment, for I was eager to
get to grips with the old anti-Catholic firebrand from
Northern Ireland. An exchange of polemics is unlikely now,
though, for Dr. Paisley is so far gone in respectability as to
have been raised to the peerage as Lord Bannside. Yet a few
embers of anti-Catholic bigotry still smolder within his lordship’s breast: during Pope Benedict’s recent visit to the United
Kingdom, Dr. Paisley told the Telegraph that “I don’t want his
blessing” and then claimed, absurdly, that “I just got a notice
from their website that if you pay 25 pounds and go to Mass
today, you’ll get out of purgatory quicker.”
Still, there’s something a bit ragged, a bit shopworn, about Ian
Paisley’s complaints these days. He’s engaged in anti-Catholic
bombast for so long that whatever notes he manages to coax
from his tarnished trumpet sound muted and flat: a matter of
going through the motions for the sake of auld lang syne (if an
Ulsterman like Paisley will permit me the reference).
The serious anti-Catholic antics prior to the Pope’s pilgrimage to Scotland and England came, not from Ian Paisley, but
from “new atheists” like Richard Dawkins and Stephen Fry,
their allies in the British media (generally vicious in the runup to Benedict’s arrival), and their legal show-pony, Geoffrey
Robinson, Q.C., a transplanted Australian seeking to export
the joys of American liability law to the U.K., as a base from
which to plunder the Vatican of what he imagines to be its
Croesus-like wealth. These people came unglued in anticipation of the Pope’s arrival: Dawkins & Co. originally proposed
having the Pope arrested as an abettor of child-rape, and the
op-ed pages were filled with raucous anti-Catholic blather for
weeks before Benedict XVI set foot in the United Kingdom.
In the event, of course, it all came a cropper, to use a local
phrase. As a courageous Scottish bishop, Philip Tartaglia, put
it to me during the visit, “the Pope’s grace and intelligence”
won the day, to the point where even the BBC—which had
disgraced itself with forays into the Paisleyan fever swamps of
anti-Catholicism in recent months—was providing reasonably balanced, and occasionally even positive, coverage of
papal events in Glasgow and London. The hyper-secularist
chattering classes had had their innings; the people turned
out in droves anyway, to be with the Bishop of Rome and to
give him the kind of cordial and respectful welcome first extended to him on his arrival by the ever-impressive Queen
Elizabeth II. By the time Benedict left, even Prime Minister
David Cameron, not previously noted for his enthusiasm
about Joseph Ratzinger, was telling the Pope that he had
given all Britons important things to think about.
Benedict XVI’s success in the U.K. challenges the oftensupine British hierarchy to be as humanly compelling and intellectually forceful as the Pope. If the bishops of the U.K.
gather their nerve, they may eventually recognize that the
new atheists are in danger of becoming Paisley 2.0: people so
perfervid, so over-the-top, in their antipathies as to be dismissed as fundamentally unserious. The virulence of the new
atheists’ pre-papal visit commentary suggests they may fear
this fate for themselves. In which case, to use another local
phrase, it’s time to put in the boot.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics
and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column
is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official
newspaper of the Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Oct. 3: 27th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4
Psalm 95:1-2, 6-9
2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14
Luke 17:5-10
Overview: Habakkuk deals
with the perennial problem of
evil and why God lets bad things
happen. It’s a short book; only
three chapters long. The first
chapter raises the question:
“Why doesn’t God do anything
about evil in the world?” God answers the question in Chapter 2,
which is essentially “Wait. Be still.
Have faith!” The final chapter is a
prayer that recalls how God delivered Israel in the past, and ends
with the assurance that God will
save them again. Habakkuk
wrote during a time of national
crisis when the Babylonian army
conquered Jerusalem. It was a
time of chaos and fear, immorality and corruption. In this week’s
second reading Paul reminds
Timothy of the “gift” of God (Gk.
charisma) given to him through

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
In gratitude
The Holy Father has asked
me to acknowledge the offering
of
$93,433
which
you
(Archbishop Chaput) sent
through
the
Apostolic
Nunciature as a contribution
from the Archdiocese of
Denver for the support of the
Holy See.
His Holiness is grateful for
this donation and for the devoted sentiments that inspired

ordination, or the “laying on of
hands.” Holy orders, a sacrament
instituted by Christ for his
Church, builds on the seed of
faith sown at baptism and confers a special grace which enables
a man not only to guard the “rich
trust” (deposit of faith) given to
him but to proclaim it with
“power, love and self-control.”
The connection between the first
reading and the Gospel is faith.
The Gospel begins where the first
reading leaves off: “Lord, increase
our faith!” (Lk 17:5). “Faith” here
is to be understood as the determined resolve of mind and will to
follow the Lord, even when there
are no obvious benefits for doing
so. It’s important to note that the
disciples’ plea follows Christ’s exhortation to forgive one another.
Faith begins small, like a tiny
mustard seed. Nourished by worship, prayer, and the sacraments,
faith matures and becomes
strong. But it takes time and
commitment.
Key verse: “Lord, increase our
faith!” (Lk 17:5)
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “By faith, man completely submits his intellect and
his will to God. With his whole

being man gives his assent to
God the revealer. Sacred
Scripture calls this human response to God, the author of revelation, ‘the obedience of faith.’
To obey (from the Latin ob-audire, to “hear or listen to”) in faith
is to submit freely to the word
that has been heard, because its
truth is guaranteed by God, who
is Truth itself” (No. 143-144).
Pope Benedict XVI: “Faith is
not merely a personal reaching
out toward things to come that
are still totally absent: it gives us
something. It gives us even now
something of the reality we are
waiting for, and this present reality constitutes for us a “proof” of
the things that are still unseen”
(“Spes Salvi,” 7).
Life application: Faith is not a
mere feeling. It is a firm commitment based on Truth. When we
don’t feel especially devout, our
faith in Christ and his Church can
see us through the most difficult
times. We may not face the kind
of dangers that Habakkuk, Paul,
Timothy or the disciples faced,
but the secular world in which we
live doesn’t exactly support our
faith either. It takes real courage
in today’s world to keep the faith.

it. He very much appreciates
the support which you and
your people have given to him
in his service to the universal
Church.
I am pleased to assure you of
the Holy Father’s prayers for
you and for those entrusted to
your pastoral care. Invoking
upon all of you joy and peace in
our Lord Jesus Christ, he cordially imparts his apostolic
blessing.
Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone
Secretary of State
Vatican City

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize that
the opinions expressed in letters to the
editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation or libelous
statements will not be printed. Unsigned
letters will not be printed. Letters will be
edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-7152045. E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Sept. 29-Oct. 1: Priests Retreat, Estes Park
Oct. 1: Brown Robe Benefit, Grand Hyatt Denver (6:30 p.m.)
Oct. 2: Mass, Christ the King Chapel, JPII Center (8 a.m.); Gospel of Life Conference, Bonfils Hall (9 a.m.);
Wedding Anniversary Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (4:30 p.m.)
Oct. 3: Blessing of Marycrest Assisted Living units (9:30 a.m.); Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (6:30 p.m.)
Oct. 4: Opening Mass, BEARfoot for Babies, St. Peter’s Parish, Greeley (5:30 p.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Sep. 29-Oct. 1: Priests Retreat, Estes Park
Oct. 1: Mass, Sacred Heart of Mary Parish, Boulder (5:10 p.m.) followed by keynote at benefit dinner for
Fellowship of Catholic University Students, University of Colorado at Boulder
Oct. 3: Diaconate ordination, Our Lady of Clear Creek Abbey, Hulbert, Okla.
Oct. 4: Focus 11 Mass, Holy Trinity Parish, Westminster (9:45 a.m.); BEARfoot for Babies charity banquet,
University of Northern Colorado, Greeley (7 p.m.)
Oct. 5: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
The following assignment by Rev. David Nicgorski, O.M.V., provincial, Oblates of the Virgin Mary, Boston, Mass., is
confirmed by Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Rev. Thomas Kleinschmidt, O.M.V., granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective Aug. 16,
2010, until Jan. 31, 2011. He will be in residence at Holy Ghost Parish.

The following assignment by Rev. Jose Noriega, D.C.J.M., superior general, Discipulos de los Corazones De Jesus
Y Maria, Rome, is confirmed by Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Rev. Armando Marsal, D.J. C .M., granted presbyteral faculties and appointed Hispanic advisor to the Office of
Marriage and Family Life and part-time parochial vicar at St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Aurora, effective Sept.
17, 2010, until his ministry in the archdiocese is completed. He will be in residence at St. Mary Parish, Littleton, Colo.
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Serrans honor Sister Panisko, Father Lally
BY JOHN GLEASON

Some 320 guests attended
this year’s Serra Salute to
honor a priest and a religious
sister for their ministry.
At the Pinehurst Country
Club in Littleton Sept. 24, family and friends gathered to recognize Father Martin Lally, pastor of Queen of Peace Parish in
Aurora, and Sister Jean Panisko,
S.C.L., past principal at
Annunciation School and currently treasurer for the Sisters
of Charity of Leavenworth.
Master
of
ceremonies
Father Patrick Dolan, pastor
of Most Precious Blood in
Denver, opened the event by
saying the two honorees embody what’s best in those who
do God’s will.
“Both of these people have
bloomed wherever they were
planted,” he said, “and have
made the best of whatever
was given to them.”
Archbishop
Charles
J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., praised
the two, thanking them for
their vocations and acknowledging their families for giving
their children to the Church.
The Serra Salute annually
honors a clergyman and/or religious sister for their work promoting vocations. The dinner
is a benefit for the Serra Trust
Fund for Vocations, which fosters and promotes religious vocations through financial assistance to those in formation so
that such vocations will not be
discouraged due to financial
hardship.
A native of Montana, Sister
Panisko entered religious life
after graduating high school.
She earned degrees in elemen-

PHOTO BY JOHN GLEASON/DCR

SISTER Jean Panisko, S.C.L.,
and Father Martin Lally display
their awards.
tary education and administration. After a brief teaching stint
in Chicago, Sister Panisko
moved to Colorado (Grand
Junction) where she taught first
grade. Relocating to Denver in
1981, she took over as principal
at Annunciation, a position she
held until this year.
Father Lally is a native of
Denver. He attended Holy
Family High School and the
University
of
Northern
Colorado before attending St.
Thomas Seminary. Ordained
in 1978, his first assignment
was as assistant pastor first at
Presentation of Our Lady
Parish then at St. Catherine of
Siena parishes in Denver. As
pastor, Father Lally has served
at Cure d’Ars, Denver; Holy
Cross, Thornton; Immaculate
Heart of Mary, Northglenn and
his current assignment at
Queen of Peace in Aurora. He
also served as dean of the
North Denver Deanery and
chairman of the Presbyteral
Council.
Friends of the honorees gave

Council of Catholic Women
Denver hold convention

The Council of Catholic
Women of the Archdiocese of
Denver held its 84th annual
convention at Holy Family
Parish in Denver Aug. 21. The
convention
theme
was
“Building
Community:
Priesthood of the Laity.”
Welcomes were extended by
Father James C. Moreno, J.C.D.,
pastor of Holy Family and judicial vicar; Jody Romano, CCWD
president; and Edie Vigil, representing the West Denver Area
host council. Students of
Arrupe Jesuit High School assisted throughout the convention. Speakers included Sister
Margaret Thomas, O.P., spiritual moderator; Mary Folchert,
Denver Province director, and
Theresa Brophy lay director of
Cursillo of the Diocese of
Gallup, N.M. During the afternoon business meeting, it was

reported that CCWD has donated more than $11,000 to
Haiti Hunger Relief. Hours
given to the Church and community in apostolic works by
CCWD members total more
than 1.6 million (worth $15.9
million at $9.85 per hour).
Romano gave a symbolic
“check” to Father James
Kleiner, CCW liaison to
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., for presentation to
the prelate. Election and installation of new officers was held.
In-coming officers are: president, Lee Hemminger; vice
president, Della Ray; secretary,
Louise Hawkins; historian,
Beverly Blanchard. Mass was
celebrated by Father Kleiner.
For more information about
CCWD, write: 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or call: 303715-3187.

testimonials about the lives of
the two. Sister Panisko was described as a woman of deep
prayer by friend and colleague
Sister Elizabeth Youngs, S.C.L.
“Sister Jean has that St.
Vincent de Paul quality about
her,” she said. “Children flock
to her; she befriends and nurtures them. She’s one who believes that everyone should be
afforded the opportunity to be
included.”
As has become the custom
for priests honored by the Serra
Club, Father Lally was praised
and roasted by brother priests
who attended seminary with
him. Msgr. Thomas Fryar, vicar
general, told stories about the
less then legible handwriting
Father Lally is famous for while
Father Bert Chilson drew
laughs from the audience by
calling him “outdoorsy and
rugged.”
“But when it comes to the
work God wants him to do,”
Father Chilson said, “no one is
more rugged then Father
Marty. He’s never backed
down from anything he’s been
called to do.”
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Aid workers worry about what lies ahead for northern Pakistan

BY CHRIS HERLINGER

BALAKOT, Pakistan (CNS)—
In a small rural home that had
been turned into a temporary,
makeshift medical examining
room, the telltale symptoms of
childhood malnutrition were
evident: thinner-than-usual
bodies, darkened eyes, stunting.
So were skin and eye infections and complaints of ongoing diarrhea—the maladies
common to children and their
families coping with a new disaster on top of the pre-existing
problems of poverty, sub-par
medical care and finding
enough to eat.
“They’re all cross-cutting
themes,” said Dr. Qamar
Zaman, a medical coordinator
for the humanitarian agency
Church World Service, which
has provided medical assistance to survivors of the recent
floods in northern Pakistan.
“These people don’t have anything left.”
Zaman and others responding to the floods are worried
about what lies ahead in regions such as northern Pakistan
which were already neglected
before the onset of weeks of
flooding that, according to the
United Nations, have killed
close to 2,000 people throughout the country and left some
10 million homeless.
Now residents of northern
Pakistan—still recovering from
a devastating 2005 earthquake—must take care of serious humanitarian challenges
that are likely to grow more intense in coming weeks and
months as this region of high
mountains, steep valleys and

BRIEFS

Pope Benedict to visit
pilgrimage site, consecrate church in Spain

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—
During his November visit to the
pilgrimage city of Santiago de
Compostela and Barcelona,
Spain, Pope Benedict XVI plans
to preside over the consecration
of Barcelona’s still unfinished yet
most famous church, La
Sagrada Familia. The pope is
also scheduled to meet with
Spanish bishops, the king and
queen of Spain, and the prince
and princess of Asturias during
the Nov. 6-7 visit. He will visit the
northern Spanish city of
Santiago de Compostela, which
became an important pilgrim
destination in the Middle Ages.
Tradition holds that the remains
of the apostle St. James the
Greater are buried there. The
pope’s visit coincides with the
Santiago de Compostela Holy
Year, which occurs every time St.

CNS PHOTO/AKHTAR SOOMRO, REUTERS

A MAN displaced by flooding carries a jute bed on his head as
he wades through floodwaters in the village of Bello Patan in
Sindh province, Pakistan, Sept. 22. An estimated 20 million people have been affected by flooding in Pakistan since mid-July,
said a Sept. 21 report from the United Nations. It estimated that
nearly 2 million homes were destroyed and 10 million people
were currently without shelter.
isolated villages prepares for
the approaching winter.
Aside from the ongoing concerns of feeding and treating
hungry people who suffered
from malnutrition and other serious medical conditions even
before the floods, there are the
worries of providing shelter.
While the waters in North-West
Frontier province have since receded, the full force of floods
that hit the area beginning in
late July washed away about
200,000 homes.
In mid-September, as survivors continued the task of trying to figure out what to do, the
swift and muddy waters of the
Indus River still bore the evidence of destruction—logs and
other loose debris from de-

stroyed structures could be seen
swiftly moving downstream.
Farm laborer Noor Paras, 72,
his home severely damaged
from the waters of the Indus,
said he and family and neighbors are praying “that God will
protect us” as they continue the
task of cleaning up and repairing damaged property.
The quiet efforts of neighbors
and villages trying to recover,
often with some assistance from
international groups, are not
likely to get much attention.
While there was a flurry of international media coverage of the
disaster for several weeks, the
“slow-rolling” flooding in other
parts of the country and the
continued effects of the floods in
areas such as northern Pakistan

James’ feast day, July 25, falls on
a Sunday. In Barcelona, he will
preside over the consecration of
La Sagrada Familia, the unfinished masterpiece by Catalan
architect
Antoni
Gaudi.
Construction of the church
began in 1882 and it is expected
to be completed by 2025.

Virginia Catholic Conference
was among the opponents of
her execution and had urged
people to petition Gov. Robert
McDonnell to change his Sept.
17 decision to deny clemency to
Lewis. The alert noted that Lewis
had acknowledged her crime
and would expect to serve the
same sentence as the two men
who committed the murders,
Matthew Shallenberger and
Rodney Fuller. A last-minute appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court
by Lewis’ attorneys to block the
execution failed. They argued
that her IQ of 72 put her almost
at the level of disability that
would exempt her from a death
sentence. In Kentucky, the execution of a death-row inmate remained on hold indefinitely
after a Kentucky judge stopped
it over questions raised about
the man’s below-average mental
abilities and possible problems
with the state’s execution
process. On Sept. 10 in
Frankfort, Ky., Franklin County
Circuit Court Judge Phillip
Shepherd blocked Gregory

Virginia executes
woman; Kentucky
execution stayed
indefinitely
WASHINGTON
(CNS)—
Virginia executed 41-year-old
Teresa Lewis with a lethal injection Sept. 23, making her the
first woman to be executed in
the commonwealth since 1912
and only the 12th woman to be
put to death since the U.S.
Supreme Court reinstated capital punishment in 1976. Lewis
was convicted of planning the
2002 murders of her husband
and 25-year-old stepson. The
two men who killed the victims
received life sentences. The

are likely to remain out of sight
or concern for much of the
world, said Jack Byrne, Catholic
Relief Services’ country representative in Pakistan.
“People don’t see it. They just
don’t see it,” he said in an interview.
But for those affected, the disaster has “brought people to
their knees,” Byrne said. And
while the mid-September celebration of the Muslim holiday of
Eid al-Fitr might have brought
some temporary respite for
those like Paras, the farm laborer, “people will start to show
their frustration and anger” if relief efforts are not stepped up,
Byrne said.
CRS, the U.S. bishops’ international relief and development
agency, has assisted almost
300,000 Pakistanis with shelter
material and hygiene kits.
Workers have taught more than
11,000 people about the risk of
diseases that can arise in flood
zones and the need for good hygiene.
The agency has developed
programs to assist farmers who
have lost crops and livestock.
Seed vouchers, seed fairs and
cash-for-work projects are being
offered to farm families.
CRS workers plan to construct
up to 15,000 transitional shelters
for flood victims. The agency
also is hiring residents to restore
clean drinking water by rebuilding water supply systems. Four
systems have been repaired and
work is continuing on 17 others,
CRS reported.
Yet responding in places like
North-West Frontier province is
never easy, given its isolation
and sparse population density,

not to mention its reputation as
a noticeably insecure area,
being the site of clashes between government forces and
anti-government insurgents.
And the overall situation in
Pakistan remains perilous, said
experts who gathered in
Islamabad in mid-September to
examine some of the problems
ahead, particularly issues related to food security.
At a Sept. 8 forum, Wolfgang
Herbinger, Pakistan country director for the World Food
Program, said it does not appear
that Pakistan faces something as
ominous as famine. But that
does not minimize the challenges facing the country,
Herbinger and others said.
Morosin Ernesto, head of humanitarian aid for the Swiss
Agency for Development and
Cooperation in Pakistan, took
note of a 2009 study by his organization which concluded
that “food insecurity”—problems related to Pakistan being
able to feed itself—had worsened in the years just prior to
2009.
About half of the population
was already “food insecure” before the floods, he said.
“The floods,” he said, “have
indeed made the food-insecure
areas much more insecure.”
Noting that the Pakistani government has estimated that
nearly a quarter of the country’s
current crop has been in destroyed in the floods, Ernesto
warned: “The food crisis could
expand into a long-term problem if farmers cannot get the
seeds, draft animals and irrigation repairs they need for the
fall.”

Wilson’s scheduled Sept. 16 execution, saying “the court has
found serious questions about
whether all statutory and constitutional requirements have
been met.”

Service. “It’s been total devastation,” Robin Palmisano said,
lamenting that he missed the
peak shrimp season in May and
June. He wonders if the Gulf
water will be clean enough so he
can take to the seas in time for
the upcoming holidays. Kim
Palmisano is planning to reopen
her seafood market, Captain
Jonathan’s Seafood, Nov. 1—but
only if she can find a supply of
toxic-free fish, shrimp, shellfish
and crab. The summer was
tough for the Palmisanos. There
were times when Kim and Robin
struggled to put food on the
table for their three sons, ages
16, 13 and 6. The Palmisanos
were among thousands of newcomers added to the Catholic
Charities rolls since 2008. Many
once had jobs but ended up facing economic calamity when
the depression or some other
disaster struck. The agency reported a 7.5 percent jump in the
number of people seeking services in 2009, the depths of the
worst economic recession since
the Great Depression.

More people turned to
Catholic Charities for
food, services in 2009
WASHINGTON (CNS)—It’s
been five months since Gulf of
Mexico
shrimper
Robin
Palmisano has had a catch.
Except when BP hired him and
some of his crew to help skim oil
from the Gulf off the coast of the
Louisiana bayou, Palmisano has
kept his fleet of four trawlers
moored since April. But even
that small amount of work for
the shrimper from Lafitte, La.,
will end by mid-October as
much of the massive cleanup
from the blowout of the
Deepwater Horizon oil rig winds
down. “Another two weeks and
we’re finished,” Palmisano’s
wife, Kim, told Catholic News
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Reading is great, pope tells children
BY CATHOLIC NEWS
SERVICE

CASTEL GANDOLFO, Italy
(CNS)—Being able to read and
write is a really great thing,
Pope Benedict XVI told about
400 elementary school children.
Learning those skills, “we can
know what others think, read
newspapers and books; we can
know what was written 2,000
years ago or even longer ago,”
but even better, we can read
the Bible, he told the children
Sept. 23.
During the special evening
audience in the courtyard of
the papal summer villa, the
pope met the students from the
Paul VI Pontifical School, an elementary school in Castel
Gandolfo staffed by sisters on
Vatican property, but funded
by the Italian government.
The
83-year-old
Pope
Benedict told the kids, “I started going to school 77 years
ago.”
“It was in a tiny town of 300
souls, a bit ‘beyond the moon,’”
he said, translating into Italian
the German saying for a town
in the middle of nowhere.

CNS PHOTO/GREGORY A. SHEMITZ

A YOUNG BOY reads while attending a religious education class at
St. Luke Church in Brentwood, N.Y., Sept. 18. Being able to read and
write is a really great thing, Pope Benedict XVI told about 400 elementary school children in Castel Gandolfo, Italy, Sept. 23.
Despite the school’s remote
location, “we learned the essentials. We especially learned
to read and write, and I think
it’s a great thing to be able to
read and write,” he said.
“Here’s something extraordinary: God wrote a book, that is,
he spoke to us humans and
found people who wrote the
book with the word of God,”

the pope explained. “Reading
it, we, too, can read what God
has to say to us.”
The pope also said that
school is a great place to make
friends.
But a Christian’s first best
friend should be Jesus, “who is
everyone’s friend and really
shows us the path of life,” he
said.

Pope asks Catholics to reflect on
impact of work, free time on family
BY CINDY WOODEN

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—
Pope Benedict XVI has asked
Catholics around the world to
use 2011 as a time to reflect on
the impact of their work and
their free-time pursuits on
their family life.
The reflection, he said,
should help the Church prepare for the Seventh World
Meeting of Families, which
will be in Milan May 30-June
3, 2012.
The theme of the gathering
will be: “The Family: Work and
Celebration.”
“Work and celebration are
intimately tied with family
life,” impacting the choices
family members make and
their relations with each
other, with society and with
the church, the pope said in a
letter to Cardinal Ennio
Antonelli, president of the
Pontifical Council for the
Family.
The cardinal released the
pope’s letter Sept. 24 and
presided over a news conference to discuss initial preparations for the gathering in
Milan, which Pope Benedict
has promised to attend.
The World Meeting of

Families and the Pontifical
Council for the Family were
established by Pope John Paul
II in 1981 when he published
his apostolic exhortation,
“Familiaris Consortio,” on the
role of the Christian family.
In his letter to the cardinal,
Pope Benedict said the Book
of Genesis makes clear that
both work and rest are blessings from God. But, he said, in
modern societies where market competition and maximum profit are seen as all-important, families have little
time together and even days
off are spent shopping or pursuing individual interests.
“There is a need to promote
a reflection about and a commitment to reconciling the
needs of work time and family
time, recovering the true
meaning of days off, especially Sundays,” which should be
dedicated to God, to family
and to solidarity, the pope
said.
Cardinal Antonelli said the
Church’s message is that it is
possible to run a business,
“aiming not at maximum
profit, but a just profit, compatible with the needs of
workers, their families, society, protecting the environ-

ment” and offering workers
flexibility so that they can
meet all their family obligations.
Family members, too, have
to do more to ensure that each
member of the family shares
in domestic chores and has

See Family, Page 12
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Red Mass honors legal profession
BY JOHN GLEASON

Catholic lawyers, judges and
law professionals attended the
annual Red Mass Sept. 26 to ask
the gifts of the Holy Spirit as they
pursue their work.
Auxiliary Bishop James D.
Conley was the main celebrant
of the Mass, which was held at
the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception in
downtown Denver. Organized
by the Denver Archdiocese’s
Office of Liturgy, Mass attendees
included members of the
Catholic Lawyers Guild and the
St. Thomas More Society of
Colorado.
The Red Mass, which traces its
origins to 13th-century Paris
when Pope Innocent IV celebrated it for the Ecclesial Judicial
Court, invokes the Holy Spirit as
a source of wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude and
strength for the coming term. It
became a tradition in England to
mark the beginning of each new
court term.
The color red, traditionally the
color of the vestments worn by
the priests at a Red Mass, represents the Holy Spirit, particular-

AUXILIARY
Bishop
James
Conley
poses with
Judge
Gerald
Rafferty,
left, and
Denver
District
Attorney
Mitchell
Morrissey.
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

ly in the tongues of fire that descended on the Apostles. The
Mass was first celebrated in the
United States in 1928 and now is
held annually to mark the beginning of the Supreme Court’s
term.
In his homily Bishop Conley
said the red vestments also recall
the blood of martyrs, particularly of St. Thomas More, patron of
lawyers.
“During his recent visit to
Great Britain, when the Holy
Father delivered his message to
the members of Parliament in
Westminster Hall, which is the
same hall where St. Thomas
More was condemned to death,
he noted that if our laws are simply determined by social consensus and nothing more, then
we risk a kind of 'dictatorship of
relativism',” Bishop Conley told
the Denver Catholic Register.
“The pope referred to a law written on the heart of every human
person—a natural law, written
by God, the Creator, from which
all human law flows."
During the Mass, two members of the legal profession were
recognized by the Catholic
Lawyer’s Guild for their service to
their profession and their faith:
Denver District Attorney Mitchell
R. Morrissey was presented with
the St. Thomas More Award,
which goes to a person who ex-

emplifies the intellect, integrity
and moral courage of St. Thomas
More in service to God, family
and profession; Judge Gerald
Rafferty was presented with the
Lifetime Achievement Award,
given to lawyers for outstanding
lifetime contributions to religion,
profession and country.
Morrissey has been the district
attorney of Denver since 2005.
He’s worked on behalf of the citizens of Denver for more than 20
years as an attorney in the
Denver DA’s office; more than
half of that time as a chief deputy.
He was selected Prosecutor of
the Year in 2001 by the Colorado
District Attorneys’ Council, and
has taught on a variety of subjects for the council and the
Denver Police Department, including demonstrative evidence,
rules of evidence, gang prosecutions, violent crime and DNA.
Rafferty has been a district
court judge in the 18th Judicial
District. He is a 1967 graduate of
the U.S. Air Force Academy. He
served as a pilot in the Air Force
from 1967 to 1972. Following a
stint with the FBI in Chicago
where he specialized in police
corruption cases, he served as a
federal prosecutor in the U.S.
Attorney’s Office from 1978 to
1995. He has taught at the
University of Denver Law School
and was appointed to the district court bench by Gov. Bill
Owens in 1999.
The St. Thomas More Society
of Colorado (www.lawyers4all
seasons.org) was formed by a
group of Colorado lawyers to
promote the intellectual and
spiritual welfare of lawyers and
jurists in the state through education, service, social justice, respect for life, prayer and community. The society is open to all
Colorado civil and canon
lawyers and jurists.
The Catholic Lawyers Guild of
Colorado (www.coloradocatho
liclawyers.com) exists to foster
the ideals of Catholic lawyers
practicing in a secular environment. The guild further exists to
promote fellowship; provide spiritual guidance and support; facilitate education on legal, moral
and ethical issues; and promote
social service and contributions
to charitable causes for the common good.
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St. Thomas More: Patron saint of
lawyers and inspiration for families
BY L. MICHAEL BROOKS JR.

The Red Mass (which was held
Sept. 26 in Denver) is traditionally celebrated around the time of
the opening of the new session of
court in the fall. It provides an
opportunity for Catholic lawyers
and judges to reflect on how their
faith relates to their professional
and personal lives.
As the patron saint of lawyers
and statesmen, St. Thomas
More, is often a subject of reflection in Red Mass homilies. This
year, with the image still fresh in
our minds of Pope Benedict XVI
praying at the very site of St.
Thomas More’s treason trial in
Westminster Hall, we have a special opportunity to renew our
devotion to St. Thomas More.
His life as a lawyer and then as
Lord Chancellor, his devotion to
his king and clients, but his
much stronger devotion to God
and family are all part
of the biography of the
saint whose dying
words reaffirmed that
he was “the king’s good
servant, but God’s first.”
As president of the St.
Thomas More Society,
I’ve had the privilege to
write a column annually
around the time of the Red Mass.
Last year I reflected on St.
Thomas More as an inspiration
in the face of professional adversity, the year before—shortly before the election—on More’s example in living out his faith in the
public square.
This year, my last as president
of the St. Thomas More Society, I
will reflect briefly on St. Thomas
More’s example as a Catholic
husband and father who struggled with the tension between
the distractions of long hours of
work, and preserving the sacred
time for Mass, private prayer
and family life.
More’s legal work required
long hours and some extended
periods of travel, just as our own
work frequently does. Many of
the so-called “work-life balance”
struggles we experience today
were familiar issues even back in
1500. The pace has certainly
quickened since then, and expectations for meeting tight
deadlines have become more
challenging. But the struggles
are the same.
St. Thomas More was especially mindful of the needs of his
family. Explaining to a friend
why it took him so long to write
his famous but “little” book
“Utopia,” More recounted how
busy his workdays were, but also
that “when I have returned
home, I must talk with my wife,
chat with my children. … All this
activity I count as business when
it must be done—and it must be
unless you want to be a stranger

in your own home.” His time
with his wife and children was
“business,” in the sense that
More recognized he must make
the effort each night to spend
time with his family regardless of
whatever distractions exist.
More’s example to us is that of a
real person with real problems.
He wrote about “Utopia,” but not
in autobiographical terms. His
marriage to his much younger
wife, Jane, had some tumultuous
times, so much so that he once
begged his father-in-law to intervene. When Jane died unexpectedly a few years later, More was
left a single parent of four young
children. He remarried quickly to
Lady Alice, a widow several years
his senior, and faced other challenges in that marriage. Because
of these trials in his family life,
More is widely recognized as an
unofficial patron saint of those
experiencing troubled marriages.
More also took great
care in the upbringing of
his children, both the
four daughters from his
marriage to Jane, and
fifth daughter whom he
adopted later in life.
Because of that selfless
willingness to open his
heart and home to a child
through adoption, St. Thomas
More is also frequently identified
as a patron saint of adoptive families. At a time when educational
resources were rarely available to
women, St. Thomas More saw to
it that his daughters learned Latin
and were educated in the classics.
Dinner guests were amazed at
the adult dialogue among More’s
children. And when his professional obligations took him away
from home, More diligently carried on lengthy and often beautifully written correspondence
with his daughters.
St. Thomas More’s life—personal and professional—wasn’t
compartmentalized. The hard
work and dedication to his profession were a reflection of his
love for God and his family, as
was his willingness to forego
some professional advancements that would have imperiled
his time for prayer and family life.
For Catholics living in modern
times—lawyers and non-lawyers
alike—the life of St. Thomas More
provides a great model of devotion to God through constant
prayer and dedication to family.
As members of the St. Thomas
More Society and Catholic
Lawyers Guild, we couldn’t ask
God for a better example of how
to live as Catholic lawyers.
L. Michael Brooks Jr. is president of the St. Thomas More
Society of Colorado. He lives in
Denver with his wife and two
daughters and practices law at
Wells, Anderson & Race LLC.
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From outdoor activities to fashion, Catholic youth groups exist for every interest
BY JULIE FILBY

As parents navigate the numerous extracurricular activities available for school-age
children, they may want to
consider
Catholic-based
groups and activities. Below
are some of the opportunities
available from preschool
through high school. Parish
and school office can also
provide additional information.

Bethlehem and Marian
Groups

For girls 7-12 (Bethlehem)
and 13+ (Marian)
Bethlehem and Marian

Groups are small faith communities that offer a place of
friendship and reflection
about being Christian in daily
life. The groups have activities
including regular meetings,
sports, retreats and camping.
To find out more, visit
www.clmusa.org or contact
Amada Briones at denverclm
@clmusa.org.

Catholic Committee on
Scouting
For boys and girls age 6-18
This committee promotes
duty to God at each level of
scouting for Boy Scouts of
America and Girl Scouts USA.
There are age-appropriate re-

ligious emblems awarded by
the committee earned though
study and service. For more
information, visit www.arch
den-dccs.org or contact
Denver-area associate chairman Jon Elliott at 303-5228828 or email DenverChair@archden-dccs.org. For
more information on Scouts,
contact your parish or neighborhood school, or visit
www.scouting.org
or
http://girlscouts.org.

Challenge
For girls fifth-10th grade
Challenge is a leadership
club to help girls grow in
virtue, friendship and the
Catholic faith—a place for
girls to grow closer to Christ
and put their faith into action
through formation activities
and apostolic projects to create a positive impact on family, friends and the world.
Learn more at www.chal
lengeclubs.com, or contact
Sally Ivers at 303-804-0522 or
sally@iversinc.com. For the
new club in Longmont, contact Susan Kingsley at 303827-3180
or
skingsley.ykc@gmail.com.

Conquest
For boys age 5-16
Conquest is a club for boys
to provide faith-building formation, leadership opportunities, Gospel reflections and
camps. It is designed to instill
virtue, develop character and

encourage spiritual growth—
while offering physical, intellectual and spiritual activities
within an atmosphere of adventure. Find out more, visit
www.conquestclubs.com or
contact John Sanderson at
303-662-0421 or sandersondesign@comcast.net;
or
Marcelo Garcia at 303-8098452 or mggm519@hotmail.
com.

Kids for Jesus
For boys and girls age 3–13
K4J is a series of programs
that motivates children and
families to live virtue and love
Christ through their Catholic
faith by completing a simple
mission each month. It includes various programs for
parishes, schools or home—
and is designed to fit the
lifestyle of today’s busy
Catholic. For more information, visit www.k4j.org or contact Monique Dinkel at 303923-5750
or
modinkel@msn.com.

Little Flowers
For girls age 5-11
Little
Flowers
teaches
Catholic virtues and tradition
through the lives of saints,
Scripture and the “Catechism
of the Catholic Church.”
Through the study of different
virtues, girls can earn flower
petals, similar to merit
badges, to form a wreath. To
find out more about starting a
group visit www.eccehomo

press.com/Little-FlowersHome.html. For information
on the (third-year) group at St.
Louis School in Englewood
contact Mary Hoeft at 303475-3642 or hoeftfamily@
yahoo.com. To connect with
the Centennial group, email
Smita
Rodrigues
at
smita.mary@gmail.com.

Parish youth groups

For young men and women,
sixth-12th grade
Many parishes have weekly
youth group activities for
middle- and high-school-age
youth. There are also several
archdiocesan events throughout the year including
Steubenville of the Rockies
and Mountain Madness. For
more information check your
parish bulletin, call the parish
office or contact the archdiocesan youth ministry office at 303-715-3175 or visit
www.archdenyouth.org/yout
h-ministry.

Pure Fashion

For young women age 14-18
Pure Fashion emphasizes a
young woman’s inherent dignity which creates in her a desire to act and dress in accordance with that dignity. The
program begins in January
and culminates in a fashion
show in May. Find out more at
www.purefashion.com,
or
contact Sallie Hurley at 303741-3355 or salliehurley@
aol.com.

LO C A L N E W S l 1 1

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l SEPTEMBER 29, 2010

Media

READ

From Page 1

Archbishop Chaput said he made a
judgment call based on a prior experience when he was misrepresented by the
news organization, a mishap that was
proven by a recording that was taken by
the archdiocese. He also stated the newspaper “treated Pope Benedict XVI badly
in the latest series of your chronicles (of
abuse scandals).”
However, he invited Goodstein to
speak with him briefly after the talk.
Upon further questioning by Cathy
Grossman of USA Today about granting
interviews to the New York Times,
Archbishop Chaput said he might be
open to speaking to them again for stories in the future “if I see differences over
time.”
Highlighting how much he reads
newspapers, he said he is “addicted” to
reading on his Kindle.
The archbishop fielded a question on
how the sex abuse scandals were covered when Denver was a two-newspaper town.
“The Denver Post was generally fair in
its coverage, if not in its placement,” he
said, adding that on past issues of objectivity he felt the former Rocky Mountain
News had a more fair approach to the
Church.
Describing religion journalists as some
of “the most introspective people I have
ever known in my life,” he encouraged religion reporters to gain more understanding, to tend toward self-knowledge
and self criticism, and to be skeptical of
social data, which while useful, doesn’t
determine the future.
“The late media scholar Neil Postman
liked to argue that social science isn’t really ‘science’ at all,” he noted, “but a disguised form of moral theology.
“The deficiencies in today’s coverage of

Archbishop Chaput’s full address,
“Religion, Journalism, and the New
American Orthodoxy,” is available at
The Witherspoon Institute online:
www.thepublicdiscourse.com/2010/09
/1717

PHOTO BY ANNA MARIA BASQUEZ

ARCHBISHOP Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., left, answers audience questions
Sept. 24 at the Religion Newswriter’s Association Conference.
religion are too real to ignore,” and humility—then you’ll have the gratArchbishop Chaput said. “And they’re not itude of the people you cover, and you’ll
simply issues of deadlines and resources. embody the best ideals of your profesThey’re also attitudinal; even ideological. sion.”
Journalist Patricia Rice, a founder of stl
“One of the worst habits many Catholics
had at the start of the clergy sex abuse cri- beacon.org, first met Archbishop Chaput
sis, including many bishops, was to mini- in 1988 while she was in Rome on assignmize a very grave problem,” he said. “But ment with the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.
“His honest candor about his regard for
news media show many of the same patterns of denial, vanity, obstinacy and insti- news publications should make us all
tutional defensiveness in dealing with crit- think twice,” she told the Denver Catholic
Register. “All of us, whatever our profesicism of their own failures.
“We now commonly see religion cover- sion is, can only be better by self-examiage that’s illiterate about the subject mat- nation.”
Brian Finnerty, spokesman for the
ter, or narrows the scope of facts or
sources to fit an unfriendly narrative—es- Prelature of Opus Dei out of New York
pecially when it comes to the Christian City, also praised the archbishop’s comfaith and its traditional content,” he con- ments.
“Archbishop Chaput was absolutely
tinued. “Coverage of Islam tends to be
equally ill informed and confused on correct when he said marriage is the esmatters of history; but also more respect- sential foundation for society and it’s imful and even sympathetic, as in the recent portant for the child to have a mother
and father and if society jettisons that,
New York mosque controversy.
“Know yourself and your prejudices,” there will be dire consequences,” he said.
Finnerty said he attended the conferhe urged the audience. “Acknowledge
mistakes, and don’t make them a habit.
Be as honest with yourself as you want
your sources—me—to be. Understand
believers and their institutions as they
understand themselves. And if you do
that—and do it with integrity, fairness

ence because he felt it important that
Catholic organizations understand
media both in terms of deadlines and in
respect for one another.
“I’ve dealt with many journalists over
the years,” he said. “Being here is a useful
way to sustain those relationships and to
know what their needs are.”
At the noon luncheon, Carl Anderson,
Supreme Knight of the Knights of
Columbus and author of “Beyond a
House Divided: The Moral Consensus
Ignored by Washington, Wall Street and
the Media Divided,” shared his thoughts
on Americans and religion.
Anderson said statistics show 84 percent of Americans believe in God, threefourths of all Americans believe religion is
at least somewhat important in their lives
and two-thirds of Americans look to religion to help define their morals, while
less than one-third look to government.
“It’s almost as if we have two
Americas,” Anderson said, describing the
polarized America of politics and the
media and the overlooked America
where people share a moral consensus.
“There is a moral center in America,”
he asserted, adding that our nation
should look to that center to move the
country “beyond a house divided.”
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Navigating challenges in interfaith marriages

Q: Why does the Church teach
that marriage is a sacrament?

BY JULIE FILBY

Some Catholics marry
Catholics.
Some
marry
Presbyterians, Baptists, Jews
and so on. A 2008 study by the
Pew Forum on Religion and
Public Life study showed 22
percent of Catholics have a
spouse from another religious
tradition. In the Archdiocese
of Denver, 24 percent of marriages reported in 2008 were
considered interfaith according to The Official Catholic
Directory.
While all marriages face
challenges, interfaith marriages can experience additional pressure when it come
to raising children, navigating
family dynamics, celebrating
holidays and keeping faith
central in a relationship.
“Spouses in an interfaith
marriage encounter many
challenges and these challenges shouldn’t be underestimated,” said Elizabeth Walker,
Ph.D. and licensed clinical
psychologist. “However, they
need not be insurmountable.”
In Walker’s experience
counseling interfaith married
couples, there are two primary issues encountered
most.
“For
devout
faithful
Catholics, the Eucharist is the
source and summit of our
faith,” she said. “It can be difficult, and even painful, not to
be able to share that most intimate and profound experience with one’s spouse.”
Another recurring problem
is disagreement on how to educate children on issues of
faith and morality.
“Sadly, it’s not uncommon
for one spouse to be disinterested in teaching the faith,”
she said.
Pastoral guidelines specify a
Catholic spouse must promise
to do all that he or she can to
have the children baptized
and raised in the Catholic
faith.
“Children have questions

Family
From Page 7
free time to relax and enjoy
the company of others, he
said.
Cardinal Antonelli also said
the pontifical council hopes
that by the time the World
Meeting of Families opens in
May 2012 his office will have
finished a new set of guidelines and suggestions for
Catholic marriage preparation programs.
The cardinal said the document would not give hard and
fast rules for what preparation
programs must include and

MARRIAGE FAQS

A: The sacraments make Christ
present. Marriage is not only
good for individuals or the couple, but for the community as a
whole. The Church teaches marriage between two baptized persons is a sacrament.
Q: Do Catholics ever validly enter
into non-sacramental marriage?
A: Yes. Marriages between
Catholics and non-Christians,
while they may still be valid in
the eyes of the Church, are nonsacramental. With permission, a
priest or deacon may witness
such marriages.
Q: What is the difference between a valid and an invalid
Catholic marriage?

CNS PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY MIKE CRUPI, CATHOLIC COURIER

about God, they seek to know
and love him,” she said.
“Interfaith couples can teach
their children their common
faith beliefs; however, children can easily become confused. For this reason, I don’t
recommend children be
raised with two faith traditions.”
All couples should work together to instill virtues in family life. Phil Webb, director of
the archdiocese Office of
Marriage and Family Life, said
couples that communicate effectively build unity and
strengthen their commitment
to one another.
“Couples must focus on
what unites them spiritually,
communicate and listen respectfully,” Webb said. “And
most important, they must
pray together.”
Many churches offer opportunities where interfaith couples can pray and worship together, study Scripture and attend activities that nourish
spiritual life. The Pew study

revealed more than 4 in 10 interfaith spouses visit other
houses of worship. A Catholic
spouse has a responsibility to
maintain his or her Catholic
identity, including attendance
at weekly Mass.
Couples in mixed-faith
Christian marriages are united in Christ through the sacrament of baptism. They are encouraged to build on that
common ground and support
one another on their respective faith journeys.
“The greatest commandment is to love God with all
our heart, mind and soul—
and our marriages need to be
in service of doing that,”
Walker said. “I’m called to
help my husband as he seeks
out his salvation with Christ
and vice versa.”
In his 1981 encyclical
“Familiaris Consortio,” Pope
John Paul II addressed the nature and value of interfaith
marriages.
“Marriages
between
Catholics and other baptized

persons…contain numerous
elements that could well be
made good use of and developed, both for their intrinsic
value and for the contribution
that they can make to the ecumenical movement. This is
particularly true when both
parties are faithful to their religious duties,” he wrote.
“It’s appropriate to bear witness to faith in marriage, in a
way that is compelling, leading to greater understanding,”
Webb said. “Not in a way that
is argumentative or confrontational.”
If marital conflicts arise,
couples are encouraged to
seek help sooner rather than
later.
“Most couples make the
mistake of coming in when it’s
too late and one person has
one foot out the door—that’s
very difficult to work with,”
Walker said. “Marriages are
hard. They’re full of trials,
challenges and obstacles. In
many ways, marriage can be a
cross at times.”

A: A valid Catholic marriage results from: (1) spouses free to
marry; (2) free exchange of consent; (3) intention to marry for
life, be faithful and open to children; and (4) consent is given in
the presence of two witnesses,
before a properly authorized
Church minister (exceptions to
the last requirement must be
approved).
Q: If a Catholic wants to marry a
non-Catholic, how can they assure the marriage is recognized
by the Church?
A: In addition to meeting the criteria listed above, the Catholic
must seek permission from the
local bishop to marry a nonCatholic. If the person is a nonCatholic Christian, it’s called
“permission to enter into a
mixed marriage.” If the person is
a non-Christian, the permission
is called a “dispensation from
disparity of cult.” Those helping
to prepare a couple for marriage
can assist with the process.
Q: If two Catholics or a Catholic
and non-Catholic were married
invalidly in the eyes of the
Church, what should they do
about it?
A: Approach their pastor to try
to resolve the situation.

Source: U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops
(www.usccb.org)

how long they must last, but it
will include suggestions
drawn from the estimated 400
program outlines sent in by
dioceses and Catholic organizations that prepare couples
for marriage.
SCOTT AND AVA GRESSIN,
with their children, Rachel, 3,
and Jacob, 6, participate in the
annual 5K run/walk at St.
James Church in Setauket, N.Y.,
in 2009. Pope Benedict XVI
has asked Catholics around the
world to use 2011 as a time to
reflect on the impact of their
work and their free-time pursuits on their family life.

CNS PHOTO/GREGORY A. SHEMITZ, LONG ISLAND CATHOLIC
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Respect Life events to
Respect Life program draws
honor dignity of human life attention to pro-life concerns

BY JOHN GLEASON

In memory

October is Respect Life Month,
as promoted by the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops.
Respect Life Month is a time to
assist the faithful to renew their
resolve to bring about a culture of
life through a variety of liturgies
and happenings. Below is list of
events scheduled throughout the
archdiocese. Check additional
Masses and Respect Life Holy
Hours at your local parish office.

Parishioners and volunteers
have placed 5,000 pink and blue
flags on the grounds outside
Light of the World Church, 10316
W. Bowles Ave. in Littleton to remember the 51 million babies
that have been aborted. The
flags were planted Sept. 26 and
will remain standing until the
end of October. Additional flags
will be available after all Masses
over the weekend of Oct. 2-3.
For more information, call 303973-3969.

Gospel Of Life Conference

“Courage and Conscience:
The Urgency of Pro-Life witness
in America” is the theme of this
year’s Gospel of Life Conference,
8 a.m. Oct. 2 at John Paul II
Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Richard Doerflinger, associate
director of the Secretariat for
Pro-Life Activities for the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops,
will be this year’s keynote speaker. Call 303-715-3205 to reserve a
spot.

Respect Life Mass

Uniting clergy and lay faithful
in prayer for the defense of life
will be the focus of the annual
Respect Life Mass at noon on
Oct. 30 at the Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception,
1530 Logan St., Denver. The
Mass will be concelebrated by
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., and Auxiliary
Bishop James D. Conley.

40 Days For Life

The annual 40 Days for Life
campaign is in full swing and is
looking for more participants.
The nationwide event, made up
of prayer and fasting, peaceful
vigil and community outreach,
seeks to speak out for those who
cannot speak for themselves
and bring an end to abortion.
More information is available
online at www.40daysforlife.
com/boulder.

Pancake breakfast

St. Anne Church (Grand Lake)
is hosting a pancake breakfast to
benefit the local pregnancy resource connection. The breakfast will be held following the
9:30 a.m. Mass on Oct. 3 at Our
Lady of the Snow Mission
Church, 300 N. 11th St., Granby.
For more information, call 970887-0032.

Respect Life Speaker Series

Deacon Dr. John Volk will be
presenting a series titled,
“Matters of Life and Death” at
Our Lady of Loreto Church,
18000 E. Arapahoe Rd., Foxfield.
The talks will be held Oct. 8 and
22 beginning at 7 p.m. For more
information, call the parish office at 303-414-2259.

Talks in Greeley
St. Mary Parish, 2222 23rd Ave.
in Greeley, will offer two lectures
in October for Respect Life
Month. On Oct. 24, Luis Soto,
archdiocesan
director
of
Hispanic Ministry, will speak on
immigration and respect for
human dignity. On Oct. 31, Dr.
Dan Spadaro will speak on
“Protecting the Mind and Heart
of Your Child in a Pornographic
Culture.” Both talks begin at
11:30 a.m. in Delazzer Hall.

Rosaries, Holy Hours in
Sterling
The Respect Life Committee
at St. Anthony of Padua Parish in
Sterling is sponsoring the following events during October:
Procession to Logan County
Court House Gazebo with recitation of the Rosary for Life and
Divine Mercy Chaplet every
Tuesday following 5:30 p.m.
Mass; Mass and Holy Hour for
those healing from the effects of
abortion, 7 a.m. Oct. 9 with Holy
Hour to follow; 7 a.m. Mass and
Holy Hour for Life the second
Saturday of each month
throughout the year, followed by
monthly committee meeting.

WASHINGTON
(CNS)—
Pro-life concerns ranging
from infertility treatments to
sexual trafficking and from
population control to the
death penalty are part of the
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ Respect Life program for 2010-11. Materials in
English and Spanish, including posters, fliers, liturgy
guides, recommended resources, bulletin inserts and
artwork, are available to help
parishes, organizations and
individual Catholics participate in the yearlong program
that begins Oct. 3, Respect
Life Sunday. The theme of this
year’s observance is “The
measure of love is to love
without measure.” A brochure
for this year’s program offers
vignettes from the experiences of Catholic families
dealing with a teen’s unexpected pregnancy, an elderly
relative’s persistent vegetative
state and the impending birth
of a special-needs child.
“There are no easy answers to
challenges like these that
families face every day, but
there are clear answers, and
we know deep down which
answers are right and which
are wrong,” the brochure says.
“Without trying to minimize
the enormous sacrifices facing each of these families, the
question comes down to this:
Is it morally permissible to
have a member of our family
killed to avoid the tremendous personal sacrifice his or
her care requires of us? The
answer should be obvious:
no.”

A DETAIL
from this
year’s
Respect
Life
poster
conveys
the
theme,
“The
measure
of love is
to love
without
measure.”
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Bulletin Board
ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Rose Petals Evening: to honor St.
Therese with liturgical prayer service at St. Catherine of Siena, 4200
Federal Blvd., Denver. Call 303455-9090 for details.
Oct. 1: 6:30 p.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan
with Father Andreas Hoeck.
Oct. 3: 3 p.m.
Holy Hour: of Eucharistic Adoration
for vocations at Holy Trinity
Adoration Chapel, 3100 W. 76th
Ave., Westminster. Call 303-4277931 for more information.
Last Thursday of Month: 7 p.m.
Come Be Part: of Adoration and
praying of rosary before Mass at
Holy Rosary Parish, 4688 Pearl St.,
Denver.
Adoration: 5 p.m.
Mass: 5:30 p.m.
Italian Mass: at Mt. Carmel Church,
3549 Navajo St., Denver. Breakfast
to follow Mass. Donations welcome.
First Sunday of Month: 9 a.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Courage: a spiritual support group
for men and women with homosexual tendencies and who desire to
lead a chaste Christian life.
Anonymity assured. Call Father Dan
Norick, 720-434-2638.
Annual Brown Robe: to benefit the
Capuchin friars will be held at
Denver Grand Hyatt, 1750 Welton
St., Denver. Tickets are $135 per
person. Call 303-433-0296 for
more information.
Oct. 1: 6 p.m.
Catholic Daughters Of America: to
meet at St. Jude Community
Center, 9405 W. Florida Ave.,
Lakewood. Call 303-367-4506 for
details.
Oct. 2: 9:30 a.m.
Mountain Singles: will meet at
Mountain Resource Center in
Conifer to plan upcoming events.
Open to all singles age 55 and over.
Call 303-968-9831 for more information.
Oct. 2: 9:30 a.m.
Come Be Part: of the annual
Oktoberfest at Guardian Angels
Parish, 14179 Weld County Rd.,
Mead. German food, drink and
music. Call 970-535-0721 for more
information.
Oct. 2: 4 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Over 40 Singles Sock Hop: to be
held at Blessed Sacrament Gym,
4900 E. Montview Blvd., Denver.
Admission $15 which includes food
and beverages.
Oct. 2: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Latino Senior Health Fair: to be
held at Centro San Juan Diego,
2830 Lawrence St., Denver. Free
flu shots available. Call 303-2959470 Ext. 110 for more information.
Oct. 3: 9 a.m. - noon
In Honor of St. Francis of Assisi: a
blessing of the animals will be held
at St. Joseph Church, 969 Ulysses
St., Golden.
Oct. 3: following 11 a.m. Mass
Annual Life Chain: sponsored by
Knights of Columbus Council 1313
will be held on Nelson Road in
Longmont. Call 303-772-0701 for
directions and information.
Oct. 3: 2 p.m. - 3p.m.
MUMS: Mothers Uplifting Mothers
Spiritually meets at St. John the
Baptist Church, 323 Collyer St.,
Longmont to explore parenting,
marriage and spirituality.
Babysitting provided. Call 303-6517605 for details.
Oct. 7: 9 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Festival Italiano: at St. Thomas
More Parish, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. Pasta, meatballs,
sausage and more. Tickets are $10
adult, $5 kids or $30 for the whole
family.
Oct. 9: 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Catholic Alumni Club: invites all interested singles out for a morning
hike through Castlewood Canyon
State Park. Breakfast meeting and
carpool details available by calling
303-469-4747.
Oct. 9
Fine Art Show: at St. Martin de
Porres Church, 3300 Table Mesa
Dr., Boulder. Call 303-499-7744 for
more information.
Oct 9: 11:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Oct 10: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Annual Jamboree: to benefit St.
Louis Parish, 3301 S. Sherman St.,
Englewood. Games, car show,
spaghetti dinner and auctions. Call
303-762-8307 for ticket information.
Oct. 10: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Annual Fall Festival: in St. Peter
Church Hall, 40027 County Road 18,
Fleming. Food, fun, games and raffle drawings. Admission $8 per
adult, $5 for children. Call 970265-2792 for details.
Oct. 10: 11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Make Plans Now: to attend the
Archbishop José H. Gomez Awards
Gala at the Sheraton Hotel, 1550
Court Place, Denver. Tickets are
$125 per person and table sponsorship are available. Call 303-2959470 Ext. 104 for more information.
Oct. 14: 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Casino Night: to benefit
Presentation of Our Lady School,
660 Julian St., Denver. Fun, food
and socializing. Tickets are $20
per person, $35 per couple.
Oct. 16: 6:30 p.m. - 11 p.m.
2nd Annual: Archbishop’s Guild
silent auction to benefit local charities to be held at St. Mark Parish
Center, 3141 W. 96th Ave.,
Westminster. Cost is $30 per person, $50 per couple. More information available at 303-424-4635.
Oct. 16: 5 p.m. Reception
6:30 p.m. Dinner
Indian Summer: singles dance to be
held at Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church, 11385 Grant Dr.,
Northglenn. Admission $15. Call
303-371-7923 for details.
Oct. 16: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Annual Dinner: to benefit Father
Woody’s Haven of Hope will be held
at Sons of Italy Lodge, 5925 W.
32nd Ave., Denver. Call 303-5505788 for ticket information.
Oct. 21: 6 p.m.
Craft Fair: at St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Parish Hall, 5450 S. Lemay
Ave., Fort Collins. Crafts for all
seasons and refreshments will be
served. Call 970-226-1303 for more
information.
Oct. 22: 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Oct. 23: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Annual Pre-Holiday: craft and home
decor sale to be held at St. Theresa
Church, 141 5th St., Frederick.
Proceeds to benefit parish building
fund.
Oct. 22: 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Oct. 23: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Mark Your Calendar: for
Octoberfest at St. James School,
1250 Newport St., Denver. German
food and music, carnival games and
cash prizes. Individual tickets are
$25, family admission $100. Call
303-333-8275.
Oct. 23: noon - 6 p.m.
Seeds Of Hope Charitable Trust: annual Evening of Hope to be held at
the Grand Hyatt Denver, 1750
Welton St., Denver. Dinner, auction
and John O’Leary will be keynote
speaker. Call 303-715-3186 for
ticket information.
Nov. 19: 5:30 p.m.

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Hear Conversion Stories: of two
former Episcopal priests at
“Evangelization 101: Crossing the
Tiber”, at JPII Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Call 303-7153107 for details.
Sept. 29: 7 p.m.
Come Hear: reflections on the Book
of Ruth with Sister Macrina Scott
OSF at Most Precious Blood Parish,
2250 S. Harrison St., Denver. Cost
of talk is $15. Call 303-756-3083 to
register.
Oct. 1: 9:30 a.m. - noon

RAD Retreat: (Radical Awareness Of
Discipleship) for high school aged
men who are discerning a call to
the priesthood will be held at JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Special guest will be Auxiliary
Bishop James D. Conley. Call 303282-3429 for more information.
Oct. 10: 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Introduction: to contemplative
Franciscan prayer to be held at St.
Patrick’s Mission Church, 3325
Pecos St., Denver. Optional meal
will precede meeting. Call 303-9880771 for details.
Oct. 12: 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Living Faith: is topic of retreat
sponsored by CLAY (Catholic Life
And You) at Woodland Park, west of
the Air Force Academy. Cost is $85
and more information is available
by emailing info@clay.org.
Oct. 1 - 2

Become An Elder-Not Older: during
22-week course on Spiritual
Eldering conducted by Sister
Macrina Scott, OSF at 915 E. 9th
Ave., Denver. Cost is $250 for
course, deadline to register is Oct.
1. Call 303-756-3083 for details.
Oct. 13: Classes begin

Courage & Conscience: is the
theme of this year’s Gospel of Life
Conference at Bonfils Hall at JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Guest speaker will be Richard
Doerflinger. Call 303-715-3205 for
registration information.
Oct. 2: 8 a.m.

Catholic Women’s Conference: to
be held at St. Thomas More Church,
8035 S. Quebec St., Centennial.
Cost is $135 per adult $99 for teen.
Call 303-715-3224 for registration
information or visit
www.endowonline.com.
Oct. 15-16

Parish Mission: retreat to be conducted by Father Tom Allender at
Presentation of Our Lady Church,
695 Julian St., Denver. For more information call the parish office at
303-534-4882.
Oct. 2 - 6

Faith Finances Workshop: to be
conducted by Tom Zordani at St.
Vincent de Paul auditorium, 1164 S.
Josephine St., Denver. Learn the
steps toward becoming good stewards of God’s gifts. Babysitting is
available and registration is required by calling 303-777-3812 Ext.
13.
Oct. 16: 1 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Journey Through The Bible: a guide
from Genesis to the founding of the
Church. Eight-week course to be
held at Mother of God Church, 475
Logan St., Denver. Cost is $30. Call
303-715-3260 for registration information.
Beginning Oct. 4: 6:30 p.m.
Come Hear: author Brian Gail speak
on renewal of the Catholic family
and renewal of culture at Bonfils
Hall, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Lecture is free. Call 303-715-3160
for more information.
Oct. 6: 7 p.m.
Respect Life Speaker: Deacon Dr.
John Volk will present “Matters of
Life and Death” at Our Lady of
Loreto, 18000 E. Arapahoe Road,
Foxfield. Call 303-414-2259 for
more information.
Oct. 8 and 22: 7 p.m.
Annual Fall Retreat: hosted by St.
Joseph Lay Carmelite Spirituality
Community will be held at Mother
Cabrini Shrine, 20189 Cabrini Blvd.,
Golden. Call 303-427-7931 for details.
Oct. 9: 7:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Share The Care: workshop to be
held at Most Precious Blood Parish
2200 S. Harrison St., Denver.
Registration is $39, which includes
snacks and materials. Call 303398-6326 for more information or
visit www.sharethecare.org.
Oct. 16: 8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Leadership Skills Workshop: to
learn key principles for being an
effective leader, to be held at St.
Mark Church, 3141 W. 96th Ave.,
Westminster. Cost of the event is
$65 which includes lunch and materials. Call 1-877-842-1877 to register.
Oct. 23: 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Spiritual Retreat: for all Knights of
Columbus will be held at Sacred
Heart Retreat Center in Sedalia led
by Father Edward Kinerk S.J. For
more information, call 303-9795619.
Oct. 29 - 31
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‘Legend of the Guardians’: A visually engaging 3D adventure

BY JOHN MULDERIG

NEW YORK (CNS)—The visually engaging 3D animated
adventure “Legend of the
Guardians: The Owls of
Ga’Hoole” (Warner Bros.) offers
family audiences a sound, if
not overly original, narrative of
downtrodden right versus
overweening might. But intense scenes of animal combat
preclude endorsement for the
very youngest of this otherwise
unobjectionable tale.
Director Zack Snyder’s somewhat bulky adaptation of the
first three novels in Kathryn
Lasky’s popular “Guardians of
Ga’Hoole” series of children’s
books centers on plucky owlet
Soren (voice of Jim Sturgess).
Raised on bedtime stories
about a legendary band of
heroic warrior owls known as
the Guardians, young dreamer
Soren—who aspires to follow
in the Guardians’ footsteps—
finds his courage put to the test
when he and his brother, Kludd
(voice of Ryan Kwanten), fall
from their nest while learning
to fly and are kidnapped.
Transported to the dark lair
of a force of militaristic owls
who call themselves the Pure
Ones, Soren is consigned to
slavery by their scheming sovereign, Queen Nyra (voice of
Helen Mirren). But the cynical
Kludd—who resolutely denies
the
existence
of
the
Guardians—turns collaborator and is assigned to military
training as one of Nyra’s minions.
Soren befriends and protects
diminutive fellow captive
Gylfie (voice of Emily Barclay)

CNS PHOTO/WARNER BROS.

SOREN, voiced by Jim Sturgess, is seen in the animated movie "Legend of the Guardians: The Owls of Ga' Hoole." The
Catholic News Service classification is A-II—adults and adolescents. The Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG—
parental guidance suggested. Some material may not be suitable for children.
and, with the help of a sympathetic guard, the pair escapes.
They embark on a trying quest
to enlist the help of the
Guardians—who prove to be
real after all—to defeat Nyra’s
malicious plans for using secret technology to dominate all
other owls.
Along with story elements
that evoke traditional tales of
chivalry—including
Soren’s
eventual squire-like apprenticeship with knightly Ezylryb (voice
of Geoffrey Rush), a veteran
Guardian—there are also strong
echoes of the ideological struggle underlying World War II.
Thus the Pure Ones, who
worship power and brute force,

spout rhetoric about the superiority of their subspecies that
recalls the Nazis’ malignant
racial theories. Under the leadership of the Churchillian
Ezylryb and his cautious fellow
commander, Allomere (voice
of Sam Neill), by contrast, the
Guardians—whose motto is
“mend the broken, make
strong the weak and vanquish
evil”—resort to force only with
reluctance and in the cause of
justice.
While a series of harsh,
though far from graphic, airborne duels between owls
armed with razor-sharp metal
talons reinforce this peaceloving message, they will like-

ly scare small fry who may
also be disturbed by the variety of dangers to which Soren
is subjected.
As for adult Catholics, they
may be left pondering the fact
that Nyra’s nightmarish realm
is called the “St. Aegolius
Academy for Orphaned Owls.”
Is this meant to be a jibe at totalitarian doublespeak or a
swipe at church-run institutions? As penned by John Orloff
and Emil Stern, the script gives
no definitive hint.
Passing references to an owl
deity named Glaux (“Thank
Glaux that...”) are equally
vague. Is this simply the owl
name for God or are the noc-

Book encourages seeing God in daily life
BY JOHN GLEASON

Do you recognize God when
you see him? To put it another
way, do you recognize Him in
your daily life? Given that people today are products of
media, do you expect God to
announce his presence like
something out of the film, “The
Ten Commandments” accompanied with intense wind, dazzling visual effects and a rich
musical score?
Karina Lumbert Fabian
laughs at this notion. The
mother of four and writer of
fantasy fiction has put together
a book, with the help of her father, Deacon Steven Lumbert
of the Diocese of Pueblo, called
“Why God Matters: How to
Recognize Him in Daily Life”
(Tribute Books).
“If people are waiting for the
booming voice, they’re going to
miss it,” she told the Denver
Catholic Register. “I’m remind-

ed of the story about the
prophet who waited in a cave
for God to make his presence
known. The prophet (Elijah)
ignored the thunder and fire
and the earthquake that occurred outside. But when he
heard the little whisper of
wind, he threw himself on the
ground because he knew God
had come.”
“Why God Matters” is made
up of 14 chapters, each a true
story written by Fabian and
Deacon
Lumbert,
which
demonstrate how God has
made his presence known and
helped them on their journey.
“Each chapter begins with a
saying which relates to the
story in that chapter,” Deacon
Lumbert said. “Next comes the
story, followed by a life lesson,
a reflection on the story and
how people can relate it to their
own spiritual lives.”
The stories deal with
guardian angels, the correct

way to pray (what to really ask
for), building a legacy of love
and consequences of small
temptations.
“That’s one of my favorites,
dealing with temptation,”
Deacon Lumbert said. “We all
learn about big versus little
sins, mortal and venial. But regardless, temptation is always
big, it’s always a constant.”
The authors agree that great
faith isn’t something achieved
all at once, but something that
comes in small steps over a
period of time. Believing is
different from inspiration and
Fabian points out that those
who are waiting for the inspiration—for God to suddenly
appear—are going to miss
him.
“They’re looking for the
‘wow’ moment,” she said. “But
‘wow’ isn’t sufficient for faith.
When it’s gone, people pass it
off as illusion.”
At the same time, as Deacon

turnal birds on to something
we humans have missed?
“Legend of the Guardians:
The Owls of Ga’Hoole” will be
shown on both Imax and conventional screens.
The film contains strong,
though stylized, violence and
situations of peril. The Catholic
News Service classification is
A-II—adults and adolescents.
The
Motion
Picture
Association of America rating is
PG—parental guidance suggested.

John Mulderig is on the staff
of Catholic News Service. More
reviews are available online at
www.usccb.org/movies.

BOOK
Title: “Why God Matters”
(Tribute Books), $15.95
By: Deacon Steve Lumbert
and Karina Lumbert Fabian
Available: local bookstores
and online

Lumbert pointed out, people
don’t pay attention to what’s
going on around them even
though God is involved in
every facet of their lives. He
hopes that if people read the
book and come away feeling
that God has shown himself to
them, then the authors have
accomplished what they set
out to do.

“God is there, loving us, giving us guidance and helping
us—if we just allow him to do
so,” Deacon Lumbert said.
“Forget the booming voice.
Look for the subtlety; he gives
us opportunities to recognize
him. All we have to do is accept
that.”
“Why God Matters” retails
for $15.95 and is available at
Barnes and Noble, and Borders
bookstores. It’s also available
online at www.amazon.com
and from the publisher,
www.tribute-books.com., or by
calling 570-876-2416. Additional information about the
book and its authors is also
available online at www.why
godmatters.com.

