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Capuchin Poor Clares: Prayer, fraternity and poverty
BY ROXANNE KING

This story continues the
Denver Catholic Register's series on monasteries.

CNS PHOTO

Pope beatifies
Cardinal
Newman, calls
him a model
PAGE 6

CATHOLIC LIFE

Paul VI
Institute:
Treating
infertility via
morally
acceptable means
PAGE 8

FILM

Hip wolves
embark on
ultimate road trip
PAGE 16

ACTIVE SENIOR

Take charge of
your health
PAGE 11

Even after 22 years, many
people don’t know they are
here—ensconced in an innercity neighborhood—and praying for them, which speaks to
how well their cloister follows
the example of Christ who before his public ministry led a
hidden life at Nazareth.
Nine Capuchin Poor Clare
nuns live vows of obedience,
poverty and chastity at Our
Lady of Light Monastery, located at 3325 Pecos St. in northwest Denver. The nuns, all
transplants from Mexico, range
in age from 36 to 86. They follow the 13th-century rule of
their patroness, St. Clare of
Assisi.

Charism
“It is a life of prayer lived in
fraternity and poverty,” Mother
Maria de Cristo Palafox, the
abbess, told the Denver
Catholic Register last week.
“Those are the three things that
define our charism.”
Clad in brown Franciscan
robes, white coifs, black veils
and sandals, the nuns live a secluded life in imitation of
Christ who retreated to the
desert and frequently went off
alone to pray.
“We observe papal enclosure, which means we spend
our life and activities inside the
monastery,” Mother Maria de
Cristo, 50, said. “But our rule allows for going out for needs
that cannot be met in the
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MOTHER MARIA de Cristo Palafox, foreground, abbess of Our Lady of Light Monastery, and the
Capuchin Poor Clare nuns pray in their chapel located at 3325 Pecos St. in northwest Denver.
monastery. We go to the doctor;
and when it’s not possible for
friends to shop or do errands
for us, we do our own.”
They have a website (www.ca
puchinpoorclares.org) to let
the world know about their
order. They receive prayer requests online and over the telephone or by mail. They limit
television to the news and occasional religious or educational programs. Family visits
are limited to every couple of
years.
Their fraternity—the heart of
their charism—models the
close friendship enjoyed by
Saints Francis and Clare.
“We pray together, we have
meals together, we work together,” the abbess said.
“Everything is done together.”

THE SAINTS: ST. PIO OF PIETRALCINA
1887 - 1968 / Feast - Sep. 23
Born in an Italian farming village, Francesco Forgione gained worldwide fame as Capuchin friar Padre
Pio, who bore the stigmata, or wounds of Christ,
invisibly from the time of his ordination in 1910 and
visibly from 1918. As his renown as a confessor
grew, the Vatican investigated the genuineness of
his stigmata and ministry of prayer and healing. At
San Giovanni Rotondo, he built a hospital to treat patients using prayer
and science, as well as a pilgrimage and study complex. Shortly before
his death, the stigmata disappeared. He was canonized in 2002.

Sister
Mary
Adrianna
Gonzalez, 36, said that prior to
entering Our Lady of Light
Monastery she had visited
other orders—a contemplative
order that has a stronger emphasis on solitude, and active
orders that teach and care for
children—but said she preferred the Capuchin Poor
Clares.
“What drew me was the contemplative life of prayer and
the fraternity,” she said. “When
I arrived, I felt God was calling
me here. I felt at home; it was
like a family. And I felt the joy of
the sisters.”
The nuns’ poverty follows
that of Christ, who was born in
a manger, lived a life of poverty,
and died stripped of everything
on the cross.

OUR LADY OF LIGHT
MONASTERY
What: Capuchin Poor Clare nuns
Where: 3325 Pecos St., Denver,
CO 80211
Website: www.capuchinpoor
clares.org
E-mail:
denver.capclares@gmail.com
Telephone: 303-458-6339

History

In her day, St. Clare defended
her order’s austerity from those
who urged her to make it less
strict. She established her order,
originally called the Poor Ladies,
in San Damiano, Italy, under the
guidance and inspiration of St.

See Nuns, Page 3
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The difference a few
days can make
LONDON—What just a few days can do!
As I sat there on Sunday morning in the rain, waiting for
Pope Benedict to arrive at Cofton Park just outside of
Birmingham, England, for the beatification of John Henry
Cardinal Newman, I thought “It’s amazing how four days
with the Vicar of Christ can change the minds and hearts of
a whole nation.”
When I arrived in England last week on the eve of
Benedict XVI’s historic trip to Britain, the first “state visit”
of a pope of the Catholic Church since the Protestant
Reformation, I was struck by the volume of hostile media
coverage, both print and electronic, that preceded his arrival. I feared this hatred would manifest itself in ugly street
demonstrations by atheists and anti-Catholic groups.
But from the moment Benedict landed in Scotland on
Thursday morning when cameras showed the pontiff and
the queen chatting amiably in the Palace of
Holyroodhouse, to his farewell at Birmingham
International Airport on Sunday evening, he captured not
only the imagination of the people of the United Kingdom
but also the hearts of many of its citizens—fulfilling his
theme for this visit, “Heart speaks unto heart,” taken from
Cardinal Newman’s own motto when he was elevated to
the college of cardinals.
The visit was rich with ironies. Benedict began at
Holyrood, which was the home of Mary Queen of Scots,
and the place from which she left to be executed for being
a Catholic. He gave a powerful speech from Westminster
Hall where Saints Thomas More and John Fisher were condemned to death for refusing to acknowledge Henry VIII as
head of the Church in England. And he held a vigil on
Saturday night in Hyde Park, near Tyburn where hundreds
of Catholic martyrs were brutally hanged, drawn and quartered for their faith.
Pope Benedict certainly did not shy away from speaking
the truth. But as one British newspaper put it, “What we
thought was God’s Rottweiler has turned out to be a gentle
German shepherd.” He did not avoid difficult issues such
as the clergy abuse scandal and past mistakes by members
and leaders of the Church. But he also challenged society
with a distinctly countercultural message, questioning the
belligerence of “aggressive atheism” and its desire to expunge religion from the public conversation. He even argued forcefully that Christmas be celebrated publicly,
which garnered huge headlines in the daily tabloids.
The media predicted that few people would turn up at
papal events. But at every venue over the four exhausting
days, crowds exceeded all expectations.
The highlight for me, of course, was the beatification of
my mentor and spiritual father, Blessed John Henry
Newman, whose motto I chose for my own when I became
a bishop. Pope Benedict said that Newman is best remembered for his “keen intellect and prolific pen” but he was
careful throughout his visit to present Newman as a model
for the discourse between faith and reason, the Church and
the public square.
When the pope recalled that Newman was a “warm and
human” individual, a dedicated parish priest and a true
“pastor of souls”, as well as a great thinker and theologian,
he might as well have been referring to himself. As one
newspaper acknowledged after the visit concluded: “If the
state visit has achieved anything, it has been to show a decidedly skeptical public that the parish priest of the world’s
1.2 billion Catholics does indeed have a heart. Since the
theme that the organizers chose for the trip was Newman’s
motto ‘Heart speaks unto heart,’ they must be congratulating themselves on a mission accomplished” (The Daily
Telegraph).
Yes indeed: It’s amazing what a few days can do.

SEPTEMBER 22, 2010 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

UNC pro-life BEARfoot for Babies goes
annual, with national speakers, audiocasting
BY ANNA MARIA BASQUEZ

Being a math wiz didn’t prepare University of Northern
Colorado student Rachel Ritter
for her first sight of the sheer
number of crosses set out in
tribute for the number of babies
lost each day to abortion for last
year’s BEARfoot for Babies prolife event.
The statistic is 3,300, but the visual is what strikes her, she said.
“I’m a math major and we hear
numbers and they go in one ear
and out the other,” said Ritter, 21.
“But when you’re able to look at
the lawn and (the crosses) cover
the entire lawn and each of them
covers a life, it drives home the
point that this is something that
happens every day and this is not
to be taken lightly.”
On each cross were inscribed
messages from people like “Our
prayers are with you,” “We’ll keep
fighting for you” and “Please forgive me,” remembered Devin
McDaniel, 20, UNC elementary
education major. She said she
was also overcome by the sight.
This year, Ritter, who is the
president of Bear Catholic
Ministry at UNC and McDaniel
are among those helping set out
the crosses for the upcoming
BEARfoot for Babies during the
second annual Life Week taking
place Oct. 3-9. It’s a week during
which students and others
throughout the state are asked
to go barefoot—or purchase
BEARfoot for Babies socks—and
have peaceful conversations
about why they are doing so in
tribute to those lost to abortion
during Life Week.
The premise of going barefoot
is a statement that there are babies that would never get to walk
because of abortion.
This year’s notable speakers
are coming from the nationwide
scale of pro-life speakers. It’s an
event that for the first time will
be
audiocast
online
at
www.bearfootforbabies.org.
Speakers include Brian Gail,
the author of this year’s best-selling Catholic book, “Fatherless”;
renowned UCLA student Lila
Rose, who has gone undercover
to expose practices at Planned
Parenthood Clinics, and former
abortion clinic owner turned

BEARFOOT FOR BABIES EVENTS
All events take place in Greeley
UNC University Center is at 2045
10th Ave.
Oct. 3
Greeley Life Chain, 2:30 p.m.3:30 p.m.
23rd Avenue from 29th to 37th
streets
Oct. 4
Lila Rose
Founder, Live Action
Presentation, 11:30 a.m.
Ballrooms, UNC University Center
Mass with Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
5:30 p.m.
St. Peter Church, 915 12th St.
Charity Banquet
Guests of Honor: Lila Rose,
Archbishop Chaput, Father Tad
Pacholcyzk, Bishop Conley
Dinner at 7 p.m.
Ballrooms, UNC University Center

10:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.
Ballrooms, UNC University Center
Carol Everett
Former Planned Parenthood
abortion provider, star of “Blood
Money”
Presentation at 6:30 p.m.
Ballrooms, UNC University Center
Dance for Life 50’s Sock Hop
A dance for the students of UNC
8:30 p.m. - Location TBD
Oct. 7
Outdoor Rosary
8:30 p.m.
UNC’s Turner Green
Rebecca Kiessling
Pro-Life speaker conceived in rape
Presentation, 6:30 p.m.
Ballrooms, UNC University Center
Meet-and-Greet (Rebecca
Kiessling and Brian Gail), 7:30 p.m.
Fireside, UNC University Center

Oct. 5
Father Tad Pacholcyzk
Director of Education, National
Catholic Bioethics Center
Presentation, 6:30 p.m.
Ballrooms, UNC University Center
Meet-and-Greet, 8 p.m.
Fireside, UNC University Center

Oct. 8
Brian Gail
Author of “Fatherless”
Presentation, 8:30 a.m.
Ballrooms, UNC University Center
Fireside, UNC University Center
Healing Mass
Celebrated by Father Rocco Porter
7:30 p.m.
St. Peter Church, 915 12th St.

Oct. 6
Display of 3,300 Memory Crosses
UNC University Center lawn
Screening of documentary
“Blood Money”

Oct. 9
40 Days for Life Prayer Vigil
10 a.m.
Fort Collins Planned Parenthood,
825 S. Shield St.

pro-life advocate Carol Everett.
Father Tad Pacholzyck will
speak on the issue of stem-cell
research and Rebecca Kiessling,
conceived in rape, will also
speak during that week at UNC.
“We’re in the process of making 400 rosaries for the outdoor
rosary because there were so
many people there last year that
never even said a rosary,” said
Sunny Longenbaugh, development director for Bear Catholic.
“We had people at the healing
Mass last year that weren’t
Catholic. The archbishop
(Charles Chaput) is saying Mass
(Oct. 4) and we anticipate filling
St. Peter’s (Church).”
While the students have
reached out to other campus
ministries at Colorado colleges,
organizers said, anyone who
wants to may attend, regardless

of student status or religion.
Those attending speaker presentations are required to reserve
tickets, though entrance is free.
This year will be a first for the
Pink and Blue Tie Affair dinner
charity, where attendees can
dine for $100-per-plate, or $150per-couple, at a banquet with
Rose, Auxiliary Bishop James D.
Conley and Father Pacholzyck at
a meal blessed by Archbishop
Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. The
proceeds will go toward the cost
of speakers and other expenses
for this year’s event.
McDaniel, who last year
joined the many students helping set out crosses, is on the
planning committee this year.
“It changed so many lives last
year,” she said. “This year we will
be able to make such a bigger impact so I wanted to be a part of it.”
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SISTER MARY ADRIANNA GONZALEZ, left, and Sister
Margarita Maria Barrientos package Clarisa’s Cookies in the
monastery bakery.

Nuns
From Page 1

Francis of Assisi. The monastic
rule she composed—the first
known to be written by a
woman—was approved on Aug.
9, 1253, just two days before
Clare died at age 59. After her
death, the order was renamed
the Poor Clares.
Three centuries later, in
Naples, Italy, the Capuchin Poor
Clares were established as part
of the renewal of the Franciscan
order.
In 1988, the Capuchin Poor
Clares arrived to Denver from a
monastery
in
Irapuato,
Guanajuato. At the time, the
Capuchins had two of their
three branches represented in
the Denver Archdiocese: friars
(the first order) and lay (third
order) Franciscans.
“Archbishop Charles Chaput
(then-Father Chaput) was the
Capuchin Franciscan provincial,” recalled Mother Maria de
Cristo. “The province wanted to
have the second order (contem-

platives) present here.
“The first order, the Capuchin
friars,” she explained, “complement our charism by active
apostolic works and we support
theirs with prayer.”
Then–Archbishop,
nowCardinal J. Francis Stafford
made the invitation to the nuns
and offered their present site,
which was once the rectory of St.
Patrick Church, now St. Patrick
Oratory.
“Our life is devoted to love of
God and to humanity through
intercessory prayer for the
Church and the world,” the
abbess said. “When we were invited to the diocese, the archbishop wanted us to pray especially for the Church in Colorado
and for the needs of Hispanics.”

Daily life
Inside the Spanish-style
monastery the nuns arrange
their day around praying the
Liturgy of the Hours (also called
the Divine Office), Mass and
Eucharistic adoration. They
support themselves primarily by
baking and selling delicious

SISTER THERESA ANGELES
cuts vegetables in the kitchen
for a meal for the sisters.

ST. PATRICK ORATORY
Is open to the public
Sundays: 11 a.m. Mass
Thursdays: eucharistic adoration 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.

“Clarisa’s” butter cookies ($12
for 1.5 pounds) and by sewing
habits for Capuchin friars.
“One sister makes rosaries
and several sisters do crafts—
painting and woodwork items—
that we sell on St. Clare’s feast
day (Aug. 11),” Mother Maria de
Cristo said, referring to the one
day a year they host a small festival in a portion of their garden.
The nuns also maintain their
lovingly landscaped grounds
and St. Patrick Oratory, which is
attached to their monastery by
an arcaded walkway.
Their quiet lives of prayer and
manual labor also include necessary conversation and recreation. And while their many
trees provide seclusion to the
enclosure during the summer,
in winter high-rises that were
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SISTER MARIA DE JESUS ARMADILLO sews a habit.
built after the nuns acquired the
property now permit prying
eyes to invade their tranquility.
“The neighbors are very nice
and say ‘Hi, Sister,’ but still…,”
the abbess noted with a gentle
shrug and smile. “When people
are on their balconies it is not
very private.
“We are limited in how tall we
can build our fence,” she added
as she pointed to the wall surrounding
the
monastery
grounds. “Maybe we can put in a
row of evergreens to create privacy. I think that is all we can
do.”

Grace
Like other monastics, the
nuns say that living in community is a mixed blessing that
helps to form them as
Christians. The support and love
that comes from the sisters is a
source of great joy, and yet dealing with other personalities and
with the demands of caring for
each other can force one to dig
deep for charity and to confront
one’s own imperfections.
Conversion demands that she

Novices profess simple vows to Dominican order
BY DANIEL PETTY

For
Brothers
Wesley
Dessonville, Patrick Hyde and
James Dominic Rooney, living
the life of a Dominican friar
requires living with one foot
in the future—existing in anticipation of Jesus Christ’s return to earth.
That, said Dominican prior
provincial Father Michael
Mascari, is a formidable challenge for most Catholics—and
will be for the brothers.
But it’s a task that the three
will successfully embrace and
live up to, providing those
around them with a living example of Christ’s spirit, Father
Mascari said in his homily
during the brothers’ first profession on Aug. 15 at St.
Dominic Church in Denver.
“They will live now not only
for themselves, but they will
live only for God,” the priest
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FROM LEFT: Brother James Dominic Rooney, Brother Patrick
Hyde, Provincial Father Michael Mascari and Brother Wesley
Dessonville pose for a photo inside St. Dominic Church Aug. 15.

told a congregation of several
hundred, including the brothers’ families. “They will strive
to live with one heart and one
mind, according to the Rule of
St. Augustine, because that’s
how life is lived in the kingdom of God.”
In the ceremony, the brothers pledged a vow of obedience to God, the Blessed
Virgin Mary, St. Dominic, and
the master of the order in formally entering the Order of
Preachers, whose only vocation is preaching the word of
God.
“They will strive to preach
and to teach and to share their
gifts with other people,”
Father Mascari said, “and to
strengthen the weak, console
those who mourn and respond to the needy. And
everywhere, build up God’s
people.”
The brothers have relocated

respond to the trials of each day
“with love, sacrifice and generosity,” the abbess said—and
trusting in divine providence to
take care of their needs.
“Part of the challenge (of
monastic life) is to keep living
anew every day and not fall into
the routine of everyday sameness,” she said. “That challenge
invites you to respond every day
to the grace of God. It’s a challenge to be renewed and to respond in a fresh and new way.”
A nun for 30 years, Mother
Maria de Cristo remembers
vividly the deep prayer and fraternal love of the Capuchin Poor
Clares whose monastery was
near her childhood home. Then
she thought nuns were not like
other people—superhuman
perhaps. Now she knows they
are very real—as is their joy,
serenity and peace. And she
wants others to know that.
“We are here for God and for
the people,” she said. “We want
to be a presence in the Church
of Colorado. And we invite
young woman to come and see
this way of life.”

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
About the Dominicans
Contact: Father Louis Morrone,
303-477-4219

to St. Louis, Mo., to continue
discerning while beginning
their theological studies,
which will require another six
years, one of which will be
spent in an internship in a
parish community.
Brother Rooney, 23, of
Toledo, Ohio, earned a bachelor’s degree in philosophy
from the Catholic University
of America in 2008, then finished a master’s in philosophy
last year from the University
of Toledo in his hometown.
“The whole purpose of the
Dominican Order is preaching,” Brother Rooney said.
“Things like community life
wouldn’t make sense without

See Dominicans, Page 9
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

The Pius Wars, continued
In the war over Pius XII and the Holy See’s policy toward
Nazi Germany before and during World War II, there are fanatically anti-Pacelli/Pius XII writers like Daniel Jonah
Goldhagen and Sergio Minerbi, whose imperviousness to evidence that challenges their presuppositions raises grave
questions about their scholarship. And then there are the serious academic historians. The latter’s critique of Pius XII
often begins with the charge that, as cardinal secretary of
state to Pius XI, Pacelli engineered the demise of the Catholic
Center Party, urged the German bishops to lift their ban on
Catholic membership in the Nazi Party, and prompted
German Catholics to support the Enabling Act that granted
Hitler dictatorial powers: all in exchange for a concordat—a
formal treaty—between the Third Reich and the Holy See.
This strategy, these historians argue, weakened the Church’s
capacity to resist the unfolding Nazi tyranny and gave the
new German regime an undeserved degree of international
legal credibility.
As Hubert Wolf, professor of Church history at the
University of Muenster, demonstrates conclusively in “Pope
and Devil: The Vatican Archives and the Third Reich”
(Harvard/Belknap), this charge of a “package deal” between
the Vatican and Hitler fails when the documentary evidence
is examined seriously. Recently-available archival materials
from the pontificate of Pius XI make clear that Pacelli and
Pius XI never offered any such trade to the Nazis.
In fact, the Holy See was blindsided by the German bishops’
initiative in lifting the ban on Nazi Party membership, and the
Center Party acted on its own in supporting the Enabling Act.
Wolf also argues that Pacelli, far from being the Roman manipulator of the Church in Germany, was undercut in his diplomacy by the German bishops’ preemptive concessions to the Nazi
regime. As Wolf writes, “If Pacelli had had his way, if he had
pulled all the strings, Hitler would have paid a heavy price for
the Center’s consent to the Enabling Act and the bishops’ retraction of their condemnation. The cardinal secretary of state
would have dictated hard concessions for the conditions that
Hitler was so eager to get from the Church.”
The net result was not a happy one: as Pacelli put it to
British diplomat Ivone Kirkpatrick, “a pistol had been pointed
at his head and he had had no alternative” but to conclude a
concordat quickly, in order to provide a minimum of legal
protection for Catholic life in a Germany he knew was heading for disaster. As for the concordat itself, Wolf concludes
that, while “there is no doubt that this agreement further
opened the floodgates for the involvement of German
Catholics in the National Socialist state,” it also helped prevent German Catholicism from being completely absorbed
(or “coordinated,” as the Nazis put it) by the Third Reich,
such that “the Catholic Church in Nazi Germany was the only
large-scale social institution Hitler never managed to co-opt.”
Precisely because Wolf’s conclusion is based on documentary evidence rather than presupposition or conjecture, it
should definitively resolve this battle in the Pius Wars: “The
Reichskonkordat was a pact with the devil—no one had any
illusions about that fact in Rome—but it guaranteed pastoral
care and the continued existence of the Catholic Church during the Third Reich. [Pacelli] did not make this deal by having
the Center Party consent to the Enabling Act or by lifting the
condemnation of National Socialism. The German Church
bears sole responsibility for these steps.”
“Pope and Devil” is not without its problems. Wolf’s critique of Roman “centralism” is belied by his own demonstration that, in the case of Nazi Germany, the Roman centralizers could be far more forceful in defending the “locals” than
the locals could themselves. Wolf also posits a false dichotomy between “dogma and diplomacy,” when the real issue in
the Pius Wars is the exercise of prudence. Nonetheless, Wolf
has done the Pius debate a great service by demonstrating
that, in response to the charge that the Holy See undercut the
Catholic opposition in Germany in exchange for a concordat,
the only responsible verdict is “Not guilty.”

Sept. 26: 26th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Amos 6:1, 4-7
• Psalm 146:7-10
• 1 Timothy 6:11-16
• Luke 16:10-31
Overview:
Last Sunday’s
readings dealt with the problem
of social injustice. This week’s
readings deal with selfishness
and greed. In our first reading
Amos criticizes the rich who
smugly feasted, reclining on
their ivory couches while the
poor suffered. Yet the rich “were
not made ill by the collapse of
Joseph.” “Joseph” here stands
for the northern kingdom of
Israel which had seceded from
the house of David. Israel was
“sick” because of the moral collapse of the rich who didn’t care
about anyone else as long as
they were comfortable. Amos
condemns them for their complacency. Also known as sloth or
moral indifference, complacency is one of the seven deadly
sins because it kills that part of
us that enables us to hear the
cry of the poor and respond in

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Kudos on changes
Imagine my surprise, finding the (Sept. 15) DCR on my
doorstep this morning! I remembered that it was going to
be delivered; but to find it on
my way to Mass gave me
something to read at breakfast. My compliments on the
new format and the COLOR!
I really like the new delivery
time as well. When it came in
the mail it could arrive as late
as 5 p.m. and mixed in with a

love. St. Paul’s words to Timothy
in the second reading are reminiscent of Moses’ words to
Joshua (Num 27:19). Paul’s exhortation to “keep the commandment” (Gk: entole) refers
to the deposit of faith and the
whole truth of Jesus Christ
which had been entrusted to
the Apostles (e.g., 2 Pt 3:2; 1 Jn
3:23). Paul reminds Timothy of
the “confession of faith” he first
made when he was baptized; a
confession that is the basis of
his new calling as Paul’s successor. Parables all have one thing
in common: they all convey
judgment in one way or another. Reflecting God’s judgment
against the moral decay that
was ruining the nation, Jesus
tells a parable about a poor man
and a rich man. Lazarus hoped
that he might receive even a
small scrap of food from the rich
man’s table, but got nothing.
The fact that the poor man has a
name and the rich man doesn’t
is itself a statement of God’s
judgment. The rich man went to
hell not because he was rich,
but because he was selfish.
Key verse: “Woe to the complacent in Zion!”

“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “’The Church’s love for
the poor . . . is a part of her constant tradition.’ It extends not
only to material poverty but also
to the many forms of cultural
and religious poverty.’ Love for
the poor is incompatible with
immoderate love of riches or
their selfish use” (Mo. 2444,
2445).
Pope Benedict XVI: “The economic sphere is neither ethically
neutral, nor inherently inhuman
and opposed to society. It is part
and parcel of human activity
and precisely because it is
human, it must be structured
and governed in an ethical manner” (“Charity in Truth,” 36).
Life application: Wealth is not
morally neutral. It is good insofar as it frees you from worry that
can hinder spiritual growth.
Wealth can also be a great good
when it is used to help others
and support the Church. But
wealth can also lead to complacency. It can make you callous to
the needs of others, and it can
hurt your relationship with God
because it can make you think
that you’re above it all and that
you don’t need God.

bunch of junk. So I am very
pleased.
Larry Brooks
E-mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

Good job
Way to go! You said our
Register would be there and it
was. I opened my garage door
(Sept. 15) and smiled. Good
(team) management decision.
We are fortunate to have you
here in the diocese.
Deacon Jim Blume
Denver

Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize that
the opinions expressed in letters to the
editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation or libelous
statements will not be printed. Unsigned
letters will not be printed. Letters will be
edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-7152045. E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Sept. 22: Friends of Catholic Charities Volunteer Award Celebration, Western Slope (5:30 p.m.)
Sept. 23: The Catholic Foundation board of trustees meeting, JPII Center (9 a.m.); The Catholic Foundation
2010 Evening of Appreciation Event (5:30 p.m.)
Sept. 24: Archdiocesan employees’ meeting, JPII Center (8:30 a.m.); Religion Newswriters Association
Conference, Westin Tabor Denver Center (10:45 a.m.); Serra Salute, Pinehurst Country Club (6 p.m.)
Sept. 26: Fellowship of Catholic Scholars Award Recipient: Cardinal O’Boyle Award, Baltimore (10 a.m.)
Sept. 27-30: Priests retreat, Estes Park

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Sept. 22: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Sept. 23: The Catholic Foundation board of trustees meeting, JPII Center (9 a.m.); Mass for seminarians and
faculty, Christ the King Chapel, JPII Center (12:10 p.m.), The Catholic Foundation 2010 Evening of
Appreciation Event (5:30 p.m.)
Sept. 24: Mass for seminarians, Spirituality Year Chapel, JP II Center (7 a.m.); Archdiocesan employees’
meeting, JPII Center (8:30 a.m.); Mass, Catholic Home Educators of Northern Colorado, St. Thomas More
Parish, Centennial (7:15 p.m.)
Sept. 25: Mass, Mother of God Parish (4 p.m. and 6 p.m.)
Sept. 26: Red Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (10:30 a.m.); Mass and Eucharistic
Procession, Evans Chapel, University of Denver (6 p.m.)
Sept. 27: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Sept. 27-Oct. 1: Priests Retreat, Estes Park

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
The following assignment by Very Rev. Douglas Marcouiller, S.L., provincial, Jesuits of the Missouri
Province, St. Louis, Mo., is confirmed by Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Rev. Walter Watson, S.J., reappointed parochial vicar, Sts. Peter and Paul Parish, Wheat Ridge, Colo., effective Sept. 1, 2010, for a three-year period.
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Introductory catechesis offered at local parishes
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

or “to listen.” The object of the catechesis
is to proclaim the Good News of salvation
in such a manner that it resonates or
“echoes” with the listener, bringing about
a fuller understanding of the Gospel message and conversion of heart.
There is no cost to attend the catechesis. It is
open to those 13 and
older. Babysitting is provided. Here is list of
parishes offering the catechesis:

Dedicated to the Christian formation
of adults, the Neocatechumenal Way is
offering an introductory catechesis at
seven area parishes and one in Pueblo
this fall, with most beginning this week. Two of
the catecheses will be
held in Spanish.
The Neocatechumenal Way is a Vatican-approved, post-baptismal
catechumenate
that
Cathedral Basilica of
aims to bring Catholics
the Immaculate
to mature faith. In the
early Church, people
Conception, Denver
who wanted to become
1530 Logan St.
Christians followed a
Started
Sept.
21
path of formation that
(church basement)
was called a catechume7:30 p.m. Tuesdays
nate. Today, increasing AN ICON of Mary and the
and Fridays
secularization has led to child Jesus by Kiko Arguello,
Call: Robert Eddy,
a need for such forma- an initiator of the
303-570-7450
tion to again be offered, Neocatechumenal Way
Cathedral of the
thus the neo or “new”
Sacred Heart, Pueblo
catechumenate.
414 W. 11th St.
The eight-week introductory catechStarts Oct. 11
esis is presented by a team, which in7 p.m. Mondays and Thursdays
cludes lay people and often seminarians
Call: David Maldonado, 714-914-0745
and a priest. It is not necessary to attend
every session.
The word “catechumenate” comes Holy Family, Denver
4380 Utica St. (West Wing)
from katekeo, which means “to resound”

CORRECTION
The Sept. 15 Bulletin Board gave the wrong date for the Mount Olivet Cemetery Walking
Tour. The correct date is 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Sept. 25. The Register regrets the error.

Started Sept. 20
7:30 p.m. Mondays and Thursdays
Call: Walter Revoal, 303-349-5973

Immaculate Conception, Lafayette
715 Cabrini Dr.
Started Sept. 21
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays and Fridays, Parish
Hall
Call: Mark Kostoff, 303-332-4624

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Fort Collins
5450 S. Lemay Ave.
Starts Sep. 27
7:30 p.m. Mondays and Thursdays
Call: Father Federico Colautti, 303733-2220

St. James, Denver
1311 Oneida St.

Started Sept. 20
7 p.m. Mondays and Thursdays
Call: Father Felix Medina, 303-3227449

IN SPANISH
St. Theresa, Frederick

502 Walnut St.
Starts Sept. 28
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays and Fridays
Call: Father Hernan Florez, 303-8332966

Sacred Heart of Jesus, Boulder
1318 Mapleton Ave. (school cafeteria)
Starts Sept. 27
7:30 p.m. Mondays and Thursdays
Call: Jim Major, 303-550-9073
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Pope beatifies Cardinal Newman, calls him a model
BY JOHN THAVIS

BIRMINGHAM,
England
(CNS)—In the central liturgical
moment of his four-day trip to
Great Britain, Pope Benedict XVI
beatified Cardinal John Henry
Newman and said his vision of
religion’s vital role in society
should serve as a model today.
Celebrating
Mass
in
Birmingham Sept. 19 for more
than 50,000 people, the pope
read aloud the decree proclaiming Cardinal Newman “blessed,”
a major step on the way toward
official recognition of sainthood.
A giant portrait of Blessed
Newman hung behind the altar,
and smaller likenesses were carried to the Mass by many of the
faithful who filled Cofton Park in
a suburb of the city.
Pope Benedict and the main
concelebrants of the Mass
processed to the altar while the
choir and crowd sang “Praise to
the Holiest in the Height,” a
hymn with lyrics written by
Cardinal Newman. The lyrics to
the offertory song, “Firmly I
Believe and Truly,” also were
written by the cardinal.
Blessed Newman, a 19th-century theologian and a prolific
writer on spiritual topics, left the
Anglican Church and embraced
Catholicism at the age of 44. The
pope announced that his feast
day would be Oct. 9, the day of
his entry into the Catholic
Church, but he did not mention
his conversion or his relationship with Anglicanism.
But
welcoming
Pope

BRIEFS

In Britain, despite
protests, pope gets
a fair hearing

LONDON (CNS)—In terms
of his primary objectives—
preaching the Gospel to his
flock and defending the influence of religion in society—
Pope Benedict XVI can look at
his four-day visit to Great
Britain as a major success. The
big question going into the
Sept. 16-19 visit was whether
the German pope would be
given a fair hearing in a country
where skepticism about religion runs high. The answer was
a resounding “yes.” Not only
did the pope speak his mind,
but he also received unprecedented gavel-to-gavel coverage
in the British media. Papal
events were broadcast live, and
every newspaper devoted several pages each day to the
pope’s words, which focused
largely on the right of the
Church to have its voice heard
in the public square. Some
newspapers even published full
texts of his major speeches and
sermons—something
that

Benedict, Archbishop Bernard
Longley of Birmingham offered
a prayer of thanks for the
Anglicans
who
nurtured
Cardinal Newman’s faith and
for Blessed Domenico Barberi,
a Passionist priest who welcomed him into the Catholic
Church in 1845.
In his homily, the pope drew a
portrait of Blessed Newman as a
man who had profound insight
into the Christian call to holiness and the importance of
prayer and whose eloquent
prose was able to inspire many
of his time and subsequent generations.
In particular, he said, Blessed
Newman examined the relationship between faith and reason and “the vital place of revealed religion in civilized society”—themes which the German
pope has hammered home during his visit to Great Britain.
The pope paid special tribute
to Blessed Newman’s vision of
education, which combined intellectual training, moral discipline and religious commitment.
He quoted the theologian’s
appeal for a well-instructed laity
and said it should serve as a goal
for catechists today: “I want a
laity not arrogant, not rash in
speech, not disputatious, but
men who know their religion,
who enter into it, who know just
where they stand, who know
what they hold and what they
do not, who know their creed so
well that they can give an account of it.”

Beyond Blessed Newman’s intellectual legacy, the pope
added, was his service to others
as a priest—visiting the sick and
poor, comforting the bereaved
and caring for those in prison.
“No wonder that on his death
so many thousand people lined
the local streets as his body was
taken to its place of burial not
half a mile from here,” he said.
Deacon Jack Sullivan of
Marshfield, Mass., whose healing from a crippling spinal condition in August 2001 was the
miracle that allowed for
Cardinal Newman’s beatification, read the Gospel at the
Mass. Earlier in the liturgy, after
the pope read the decree of beatification, Deacon Sullivan and
his wife, Carol, carried a relic of
Blessed Newman to Pope
Benedict.
The pope began his homily
by noting that the day marked
the 70th anniversary of the
Battle of Britain, a key chapter
of British resistance to Nazi air
attacks during World War II. He
recalled that in late 1940 the
nearby city of Coventry had
suffered heavy bombing, with
massive loss of life.
“For me as one who lived
and suffered through the dark
days of the Nazi regime in
Germany, it is deeply moving
to be here with you on this occasion and to recall how many
of your fellow citizens sacrificed their lives, courageously
resisting the forces of that evil
ideology,” he said.
He said he joined in recalling

rarely happens on papal trips.
The flip side of such interest
was that the pope’s critics also
had their day in the limelight.
Thousands of protesters took to
the streets in peaceful but vehement dissent on issues ranging
from AIDS and condoms to the
Church’s record on sex abuse.
Vatican officials said they accepted this as a part of public
debate in Britain. “We expected
this. We know there are groups
that have differences with the
Catholic Church, and they have
a right to express it. But in general, the attitude of British society and the faithful has been
positive,” Jesuit Father Federico
Lombardi,
the
Vatican
spokesman, told reporters.

The poll, conducted by
International Communications Research in Media, Pa.,
surveyed a random sample of
1,006 adults Sept. 8-14. It was
commissioned by the U.S.
bishops’ pro-life secretariat.
Survey respondents were informed that stem cells also can
be obtained from adults, placentas, live births and other
means that do no harm to the
donor. They also were told that
scientists disagree on whether
stem cells from embryos or
from such alternative sources
may end up being most successful in treating diseases.
Fifty-seven percent of respondents said they favor funding
only the research avenues that
do not harm the donor, while
only 21 percent favored funding all stem-cell research, including research that involves
killing embryos. The same day
the poll results were issued the
U.S. Senate held a hearing on
whether federal money should
fund embryonic stem-cell research. “The Senate should not
be misled on this important
issue,”
said
Richard
Doerflinger, associate director
of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ Secretariat

Poll shows opposition
to federally funded
embryonic stem-cell
research

WASHINGTON (CNS)—A
new public opinion poll released Sept. 16 shows that 47
percent of Americans oppose
federal funding of embryonic
stem-cell research, while 38
percent support such funding.

CNS PHOTO/ANDREW WINNING, REUTERS

POPE BENEDICT XVI leads Mass and the beatification of Cardinal
John Henry Newman at Cofton Park in Birmingham, England, Sept.
19. Blessed Newman, a 19th-century theologian and a prolific writer
on spiritual topics, left the Anglican Church and embraced
Catholicism at the age of 44.
the “shame and horror” of the
death and destruction caused
by the war and called for a commitment to work for peace and
reconciliation wherever the
threat of conflict looms.
Pilgrims were required to arrive at the Mass site hours before
the pope, so they waited in a
drizzle huddled in the dark with
hands wrapped around steaming thermos cups of tea.
Katrina and Steve Herbert arrived from Aldershot shortly
after 4 a.m. with their eight children, ages 13 years to 13
months.
“We have frozen. The kids
have been pale green most of
the day,” the mom said, but “it’s
wonderful to be here. It’s an incredible day for our country and
for Catholics.”

The bishops’ official papal
visit Twitter feed said: “A true
English beatification: cold, wet,
rainy.”
Ian Johnston, 50, who came to
Birmingham with an Irish group
from the Neocatechumenal
Way, said, “It was wonderful to
see the sun come out as soon as
the pope arrived.”
After the Mass, Pope Benedict
visited the Birmingham Oratory
of St. Philip Neri, a religious
community established by
Cardinal Newman and the place
he lived until his death in 1890.
The pope visited the recently remodeled oratory chapel and the
rooms of Cardinal Newman,
which are now a museum.

for Pro-Life Activities. “Most
Americans do not support federally funded research that requires destroying human embryos,” he said in a statement.
“They want their tax dollars
used for stem-cell research that
is ethically sound as well as
medically promising—the kind
of research that has attracted
the interest and commitment
of more and more stem-cell experts in recent years.”

ming across North America, is
carried on various cable outlets. An announcement on
Father Robert Barron’s website,
www.wordonfire.org, said his
show will be “a groundbreaking
broadcast” because he “will become the first priest since
Archbishop Fulton Sheen in
the 1950s to have a regular, national program on a commercial television network.” The
archbishop’s show was called
“Life Is Worth Living.” Father
Barron, a professor at the
University of St. Mary of the
Lake/Mundelein
Seminary
since 1992, has a global media
ministry called “Word on Fire,”
which aims “to educate and
engage the culture.” The priest
said he has the same mission
for his TV show, which is being
funded by private donations,
according to the announcement. “Now is the time to reach
out to Catholics and others
who are searching for meaning
in their lives or who have left
the church because they are
disillusioned,” he said in a
statement. “In each episode,
our mission will be to encourage believers and bring the
transformative power of the
Gospel to the culture.”

Chicago priest to
host weekly program
on commercial TV
network

CHICAGO
(CNS)—A
Chicago archdiocesan priest
who teaches systematic theology and is a well-known
homilist with a popular evangelization website and radio
program is now launching a
weekly national program on a
commercial TV network.
Beginning Oct. 3, “Word on Fire
With Father Barron” will appear on WGN America Sundays
at 8:30 a.m. Central time. The
Chicago-based network, which
offers its national program-

Contributing to this story was
Simon Caldwell in Birmingham.
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Regis professor to receive inaugural Fr. Woody Humanitarian Award
BY JOHN GLEASON

Father Woody’s Haven of
Hope will present its inaugural
humanitarian award to a tireless
advocate for the homeless and
promoter of the pastor who the
day shelter is named for.
Regis University professor
Victoria McCabe will receive the
first ever Father Woody’s
Humanitarian Award at the
shelter’s annual dinner Oct. 21.
The evening will also include
entertainment and a silent auction.
McCabe started Father
Woody’s Service Program at
Regis. In the program, more
than 130 student volunteers
spend time weekly serving food
to the homeless, visiting the elderly and tutoring Catholic
school students.
Melinda Paterson, executive
director for Haven of Hope, said
that when the board of directors

“He was one of those guys
considered recipients for the inaugural award, McCabe was im- who insisted you not only read
the Gospel, but get out
mediately mentioned.
of the pew and live it on
“Her name was the
the streets,” she said.
first one everyone on the
Father
Woody’s
board thought of,”
Haven of Hope—
Paterson told the Denver
named after Msgr. C.B.
Catholic Register. “So
Woodrich, who chammany people work on
pioned the rights of the
keeping Father Woody’s
VICTORIA
homeless—serves 800
legacy alive. But without
MCCABE
meals each week to the
the organizers to keep
things running, you’d run out of poor and homeless. It is the only
shelter in the city that provides
momentum.”
McCabe said she was sur- private showers and laundry
prised when she heard the news, service. Other services include
saying she is simply one of many use of phones and mail service,
resume building and one-onwho help make things happen.
“Everyone is needed and for one computer classes. The
me it’s an honor to do the work,” motto of the shelter, “We are
she said. “In fact, I don’t know here to serve, not to judge,” is a
phrase Father Woody used frehow a person could not do it.”
Referring to Father Woody’s quently.
Part of the auction will include
leadership as one of example,
McCabe said you never found the opportunity to bid on the
many people who could say opportunity to view rare baseball memorabilia owned by
“no” to him.

Marshall Fogel, including game
uniforms worn by Joe DiMaggio
and Mickey Mantle. Those who
wish to attend are encouraged
to get their tickets early.
Haven of Hope Dinner will be
held 6 p.m. Oct. 21 at the Sons of
Italy hall, 5925 W 32nd Ave.,
Denver. Individual tickets are
$100. Sponsorships are also
available. For more information,
call 303-607-0855, Ext. 4.

HAVEN OF HOPE
DINNER
When: 6 p.m. Oct. 21
Where: Sons of Italy hall, 5925
W 32nd Ave., Denver
Tickets: $100 per person;
sponsorships also available
Phone: 303-607-0855, Ext. 4

Deacon to be honored for service to black Catholics
BY JOHN GLEASON

leadership and devotion to the
Church. St. Josephine Bakhita
STS. BAKHITA AND
A deacon who has played a went from a life of slavery in
DREXEL DINNER
vital role witnessing the her native Africa to a saintly
Catholic faith among
life in Italy, having
When: 5:30 to 9 p.m. Oct. 22
Colorado’s black comserved a half-century
Where: Park Hill Golf Course,
munity will be the rewith the Daughters of
4141 E. 35th Ave., Denver
cipient of this year’s St.
Charity. St. Katharine
Cost: $30 per person
Josephine Bakhita-St.
Drexel, one of two
Katharine
Drexel
Information: 303-715-3165
American-born saints,
Award.
founded the Sisters of
Deacon Clarence G.
the Blessed Sacrament
McDavid will be recogto
serve
African ership for many years as a
DEACON
nized Oct. 22 at the secAmericans
and
Native member of the diaconate perCLARENCE G.
ond
annual
St.
Americans. She estab- sonnel board, regional coordiMCDAVID
Josephine Bakhita and
lished more than 60 nator and associate director for
St. Katharine Drexel Award schools, including Xavier the diaconate. In addition, he
Dinner. The event is sponsored University in New Orleans. served three years as adminisby the archdiocesan Office of Both women were canonized trator of Cure d’Ars Church
while holding down his fullBlack
Catholic
Ministry. on Oct. 1, 2000.
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
Deacon McDavid was or- time job as director of human
O.F.M. Cap., will be the special dained in 1987 and has served resources at Rose Medical
guest. Master of ceremonies in archdiocesan diaconal leadSee Deacon, Page 9
will be author, pastor and retreat leader Father Maurice
Nutt, C.Ss.R.
SPECIALIZING IN SERIOUS BODILY INJURY ~ WRONGFUL DEATH ~ AUTO , TRUCK OR MOTORCYCLE COLLISIONS ~ ON -THE - JOB INJURY
Mary Leisring, director for
the Office of Black Catholic
Ministry told the Denver
Catholic Register she couldn’t
be happier with this year’s
- Abraham Lincoln
award recipient.
“The Office of Black Catholic
Ministry with the unanimous
support of the archdiocesan
Black
Catholic
Advisory
was left disabled by someone's carelessness, I have had the privilege of standing
I am proud to represent injured people, and the survivors of those whose lives have
Council decided to honor
Deacon McDavid, who has exup against insurance companies to fight for fine people who have been wronged.
been wasted by the carelessness of others. My duty is to make sure that these innocent
celled in service to the black
I agree with Abe Lincoln. Right makes might. But at our firm we don’t just
victims get the full measure of justice the law allows.
Catholic community,” she said.
rely on the fact that we are on the right side of the case. We have a high-powered
For the past 23 years, it has been my privilege to be on the
Deacon McDavid, who
serves at Cure d’Ars Parish in
right side of serious injury and death cases throughout Colorado. firm of very experienced lawyers and staff who are equipped with the cutting
Denver, told the Register he was
I have had the benefit of representing honorable people from all edge technology and other resources necessary to successfully resolve cases of
humbled by the tribute.
the largest magnitude.
walks of life who have had their lives turned upside down by a
“I’m very appreciative of
If you are in need of this type of
serious injury or wrongful death. From the single mom cleaning
this,” he said. “This recognition
means so much, especially
help, please feel free to give me a call.
bathrooms to support her young children to the physician who
when it comes from people I
work with.”
M E D I C A L M A L P R A C T I C E ~ D E F E C T I V E P R O D U C T S ~ I N S U R A N C E C L A I M S ~ AV I AT I O N A C C I D E N T S ~ R A I L R O A D A C C I D E N T S
The event is named for two
Caplis & Deasy, LLC ~ 4600 S. Syracuse, Suite 500 ~ Denver, CO 80237 ~ 303-770-5551 or toll free 1-800-204-1110
saints known for their faith,

Justice

“Let us have faith that right makes might, and in that faith,
let us, to the end, dare to do our duty as we understand it.”

Pursuing
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Paul VI Institute: treating infertility with morally acceptable means
BY JULIE FILBY

Kathleen and Greg Morroni,
parishioners of Our Lady of
Loreto in Foxfield, suffered four
miscarriages in 10 years while
trying to build their family. They
consulted various fertility care
specialists for help.
“They didn’t do any real investigations as to what my underlying problems were,” said
Kathleen, a nurse practitioner.
“We were able to get pregnant
on our own, but unable to maintain pregnancies.”
They became aware of the
Omaha-based Pope Paul VI
Institute for the Study of Human
Reproduction from friends in
the parish. For 25 years, the institute has been challenging
mainstream medicine’s use of
artificial reproductive technology by developing natural and
morally acceptable options,
aimed at treating underlying
problems.
The institute is internationally
recognized for developing the
Creighton Model FertilityCare
System and NaPro Technology
(natural procreative technology). The Creighton Model tracks
biomarkers to monitor hormonal events during a woman’s
menstrual cycle to determine
fertility. It can be used in conjunction with NaPro Technology
to diagnose and treat reproductive and gynecological problems, and employ medical and
surgical approaches to correct
conditions while sustaining procreative potential.

PHOTO PROVIDED

The Morroni’s sought help
from local consultant, Dr. Edwin
T. Anselmi. Anselmi was able to
help with thyroid issues and
perform a hormone profile. The
couple then traveled to Omaha
where founder and director of
the Pope Paul VI Institute, Dr.
Thomas W. Hilgers, performed a
laparoscopy (surgery using a
thin, lighted tube to view pelvic
organs), and later a laparotomy
(major abdominal surgery allowing for inspection and removal of structural problems).
At age 42, Kathleen had a
trouble-free pregnancy, a natural delivery, and a happy healthy
daughter. Mary Joy was born
March 24, 2009.
“We are forever grateful to Dr.
and Sue Hilgers, the staff at the
institute, the medical consultants, and FertilityCare practitioners for being countercultural and offering real truth,” said
Kathleen, who is also a
Creighton practitioner. “If I can
prevent someone from experiencing the loss and abandon-

GREG Morroni,
Kathleen
Morroni, and
their 1-year-old
daughter Mary
Joy, pose with
Dr. Thomas
Hilgers, founder
of the Pope Paul
VI Institute for
the Study of
Human
Reproduction in
Omaha.

ment I experienced by ‘fertility
care specialists’ that didn’t investigate the real diagnosis and
treatments, within a moral
framework, I’m all for it.”
By identifying and treating the
underlying diseases that cause
infertility, the institute works
with the body as opposed to artificial methods that may “drive”
or “replace” natural functions.
The institute claims an effectiveness rate greater than 80 percent
in some cases, generally a higher rate than expected from artificial reproductive technologies,
such as in vitro fertilization and
artificial insemination.
“Once artificial reproductive
technology is used, it’s easier to
go down the path of sterilization
or abortion without ever meaning to,” Kathleen said.
On Sept. 2-5 the Pope Paul VI
Institute
sponsored
a
Celebration of Love and Life to
observe their silver anniversary.
Hundreds attended the celebration at the institute’s 14,000square-foot facility in Omaha,

Neb., for talks, a family fun day
and a banquet.
“The institute was founded in
September 1985 in the face of
great difficulties, and people
saying it would fail,” according
to Dr. Hilgers. “The whole (anniversary) celebration exceeded
my expectations, it was really
terrific—the people who attended were ‘on fire.’”
Denver Auxiliary Bishop
James D. Conley attended the
Labor Day weekend event.
“The archbishop (Chaput)
and I wanted to show our support to Dr. Hilgers and the institute for the tremendous work
they’ve done, and continue to
do, in the area of infertility and
procreative medicine,” Bishop
Conley said. “He has been a pioneer and a true hero in ‘taking to
heart’ Pope Paul VI’s watershed
encyclical Humanae Vitae.”
When Humanae Vitae (“Of
Human Life”), the papal letter
on artificial contraception and
the role of procreation in marriage, was released in 1968 Dr.
Hilgers was completing medical
school.
“When the pope issued
Humanae Vitae he asked different groups to become involved
including men of science,” he
said. “When he died (Aug. 6,
1978), my wife and I turned to
each other and promised to start
the Pope Paul VI Institute.”
The institute’s research, education and services have impacted thousands of women,
couples, doctors, medical students and priests all over the

ENDOW women’s conference to explore female saints
BY JULIE FILBY

Kenny said. “Women saints are
great examples for us, because
All women are invited to the they’re true examples of living
fifth annual Catholic Women’s holy lives outside the trend at
Conference: “Called to be the time.”
Saints: Living in the World but
The conference will feature
not of the World,” set
prominent Catholic
for Oct. 15-16.
speakers
including
“It’s for all women,
Archbishop José H.
everywhere, period,”
Gomez,
coadjutor
said Mary Sue Kenny,
archbishop for the Los
national facilitator coAngeles Archdiocese
ordinator for ENDOW,
and former auxiliary
the conference sponsor.
bishop in Denver.
ENDOW, an acronym DOROTHY DAY
“The mission of
for Educating on the
ENDOW is so imporNature and Dignity of Women, is tant—I’m honored to have the
a Catholic education-based chance to come back to Denver
ministry that brings women to- and speak about the vocation of
gether through study groups, women in God’s plan,” said
conferences and retreats.
Archbishop Gomez, one of minTo help women realize how to istry’s founding board members.
live in the world, not of it, this
Archbishop Gomez will delivyear’s conference will highlight er the keynote address “Strong
the lives of three holy women: Women and Holy Mother:
Servant of God Dorothy Day, St. Lessons from Scripture and the
Catherine of Siena and St. Edith Lives of the Saints.”
Stein.
“My talk will be about the holy
“As women begin to learn the women in American Church
richness of our faith (through history and in the Gospel,”
ENDOW), they’re searching for Archbishop Gomez told the
holy examples of how to live out Denver Catholic Register. “The
the precious faith we share,” lesson they teach is beautiful

and profound: that we must love ceptions about her.”
Day, co-founder of the
with the heart of Jesus, and do
everything we can to bring oth- Catholic Worker movement, experienced challenges in her life
ers to the heart of Jesus.”
Additional speakers include including an abortion when she
Dominican Sister of St. Cecilia was young, followed by struggling as a single mothCatherine
Joseph
er.
Droste, O.P, author of
“She (Day) experian upcoming study
enced a number of
guide on St. Catherine
traumas and had to
of Siena, who will speak
find a way to work
on the saint’s doctrine
through them,” Wright
of Christ as the bridge
said. “Ultimately she
between heaven and
earth;
Elizabeth ST. EDITH STEIN came to know and embrace God’s mercy and
Mitchell, Ph.D., director of development and dean of love in all that she did.
“She challenges all of us to restudents at Trinity Academy,
and author of Edith Stein works, flect on Christ’s call to take up
sharing how Stein serves as a our crosses, to serve the poor,
model for women; and Terrence and promote a more just and
C. Wright, Ph.D., associate pro- peaceful society,” he said.
Weekend events also include
fessor of philosophy at St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary a teen retreat: “True Freedom: A
and author of ENDOW’s future Weekend Adventure Exploring
study guide on Dorothy Day the Big Questions” led by
presenting how the activist’s ex- ENDOW’s Kate and Brigid
ample can influence one’s pur- Sweeney. It is designed for
Catholic teens ninth through
suit for sanctity in everyday life.
“I’ll introduce Dorothy Day to 12th grade, and costs $99.
A pre-conference day retreat,
those who might not be familiar
with her,” Wright said. “I also “Behold, I am with You Always:
hope to clear up some miscon- Daily Life in Christ,” will be of-

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
Pope Paul VI Institute
www.popepaulvi.com or call
402-390-6600
Denver-area FertilityCare
practitioners and consultants
www.fertilitycaredenver.com
“The NaPro Technology
Revolution: Unleashing the
Power in a Woman’s Cycle” by
Thomas W. Hilgers, M.D., available at www.amazon.com

world. They also address healthcare issues such as depression,
irritability, premenstrual syndrome, pelvic pain, period problems and headaches.
“Many women suffer from a
variety of symptoms related to
hormonal problems,” explained
Carrie Keating, leader of the
Denver FertilityCare Center.
“We’re able to accurately evaluate post-ovulatory hormone levels and supplement the hormones needed to restore the imbalance.”
There are 16 FertilityCare
practitioners and three medical
consultants in the Denver area,
including obstetrician-gynecologist Megan Woodman, M.D.,
who recently completed a oneyear fellowship at the Pope Paul
VI Institute. Dr. Woodman provides a local alternative in the
medical and surgical practice of
NaPro Technology.
“Because of places like the
Pope Paul VI Institute, there are
now much better ways to treat
and serve women,” Bishop
Conley said.

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S
CONFERENCE
Open to all women
When: Oct. 15-16
Where: St. Thomas More Parish,
8035 S. Quebec St., Centennial
Register: www.EndowOnline.com
Fee: $135
Questions: Call 303-715-3224 or
e-mail marysue.kenny@arch
den.org

fered Friday, hosted by spiritual
director Father Scott Traynor,
J.C.L., from the Diocese of Sioux
Falls, S.D. The cost is $30, or free
for current ENDOW facilitators.
In addition to the group presentations, the women’s conference will include cocktails, dinner, Mass, breakfast, small
group discussions, lunch, confession and an opportunity to
become an ENDOW facilitator.
It will be held at St. Thomas
More Parish, 8035 S. Quebec St.
in Centennial. The fee of $135
includes all meals. Participants
can
register
online
at
www.EndowOnline.com. For
questions, call 303-715-3224 or
e-mail marysue.kenny@arch
den.org.
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Father Dunn was first Capuchin to
serve as Samaritan House chaplain
BY FATHER BLAINE BURKEY

Anyone who offered a hand
of fellowship to Capuchin
Father Didacus Joseph Dunn
in recent decades will probably remember encountering a
4-inch metal crucifix in the
palm of his hand. With this
came an invitation to unite
oneself, as he put it, with “the
Boss on the Cross.”
Father Dunn practiced what
he preached in a special way
since 2008 when he became
confined to a wheelchair and
later a bed at St. John’s Rest
Home in Victoria, Kan. On the
morning of Sept. 11, he finally
went to meet his resurrected
“Boss on the Cross.”
During his nearly 82 years,
Father Dunn served a wide variety of ministries.
Ordained a priest in the
National Shrine-Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception
in Washington, D.C., in 1956,
he served as associate pastor
at St. Augustine Church,
Pittsburgh, 1958-62, and assistant national director of the
Archconfraternity of Christian
Mothers 1959-62, a ministry
which took him to parishes all

Dominicans
From Page 3
that, because it’s supposed to
be a support for preaching
and study.”
He said he was attracted to
the Dominicans because of
their vocation of preaching,
the kind of vocation that
Christ and his apostles practiced while living simply and
in community.
Both Brothers Hyde and
Dessonville worked in schools
before
entering
the
Dominican Order: Brother
Dessonville for three years in
Fargo, N.D., teaching high
school religion and philosophy, and Brother Hyde for a

Deacon
From Page 7
Center.
Despite so many
claims on his time, Deacon
McDavid is active in many
ministries, including marriage
preparation and sacrament
preparation.
“I’m involved in just about
everything at the parish,” he
said with a chuckle. “Whatever
Father (Simon) Kalonga needs
me to do.”
He and his wife Wanda have
been married for 37 years and
have three children. In 2005,

1996, he served 12 years as asacross the country.
Then in St. Louis, Father sociate pastor at St. Matthias
Dunn served as chaplain of Church in Lemay. During that
the Hotel Alverne, a down- time he was very active in outreach to shut-ins and
town home for the
hospitalized memaged and public
bers of the parish.
chapel, 1962-72, and
When the Capuchins
guardian and pastor
left St. Louis in 2008,
at
St.
Charles
“D.J.” as the friars
Borromeo Friary and
knew him, moved to
Parish, 1972-77.
Hays, but shortly
Northwest Kansas
thereafter began his
saw him next, 1977CAPUCHIN
own special time with
82, as guardian and
FATHER
the “Boss on the
pastor of Sacred
DIDACUS
Heart Friary and JOSEPH DUNN Cross.”
Born in Karns City,
Parish in Atwood,
with its two mission churches. Penn., in 1929, and raised in
Following a year as chaplain nearby Chicora, he began
of St. Anthony’s Hospital, studies for the priesthood in
and
joined
the
Hays, Kan., he worked two 1943,
years in Denver as the first Capuchin Franciscans in
Capuchin chaplain at the 1949. He made first profession
then-recently
founded in 1950, and studied in
Herman, Penn., Cumberland,
Samaritan Shelter.
He served as pastor of Md., and Washington, D.C.
A vigil service was celebratKansas churches in Munjor
and Pfeifer, 1986-90, and ed at St. Joseph Church in
Gorham and Walker, 1990-93. Hays, Kan., on Sept. 13. The
He then was chaplain of the funeral Mass was in the same
Victoria rest home, 1993-95, church the next day, the feast
and the Mount Carmel nurs- of the Exaltation of the Holy
ing home in Kearney, Neb., Cross, with burial in the friars’
plot of the Hays Catholic
1995-96.
Returning to St. Louis in cemetery.
year on a Navajo Indian reservation in Arizona, teaching
middle school English and religion for the Mercy Volunteer
Corps.
“The community itself
works as a spiritual director
and helps you discern,” said
Brother Dessonville, 28, a
Dawson, Minn., native. “It
shares your weaknesses and
strengths. At this point, the
three of us have felt that call
from God—it’s our path to
love and growing in holiness.”
Brother Hyde said he felt
drawn toward community life
after spending his year on the
reservation, itself a kind of
close community, albeit an exceedingly difficult one.
“In a way, I wasn’t really part

of a community because of
the living situation (on the
reservation),” said Brother
Hyde, 24, of St. Louis. “I was
living separately, outside of a
community. Doing that made
me want to join this community even more.”
At its essence, living in the
community involves imitating
Jesus Christ to the best of their
abilities—through working,
praying and evolving in holiness
together.
At
St.
Dominic’s, that also includes
discerning with a deeply loyal
parish community that, for
more than 120 years, has supported the Dominicans.
“They see it as part of their
vocation to help us in formation,” Brother Hyde said.

when the couple was inducted
into the papal knightly Order of
St.
Gregory
the
Great,
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., said of Deacon
McDavid, “He is highly regarded
by
his
brother
deacons…and models the best
qualities of a Christian man.”
In speaking about his time in
the
diaconate,
Deacon
McDavid said he’s had the
chance to meet Mother Teresa
and Pope John Paul II, which
are memories he’ll treasure for
the rest of his life, but that service is what really drives him
and his ministry.

“Working in my community
is the most rewarding gift I can
imagine,” he said. “It’s beyond
what you can imagine. No
matter what I do, I get it back
ten-fold. That’s something you
can’t just find anywhere.”
The second annual Sts.
Bakhita and Drexel Award
Dinner is set from 5:30 to 9
p.m. Oct. 22 at Park Hill Golf
Course, 4141 E. 35th Ave.,
Denver. Tickets are $30 per
person. Those wishing to attend are asked to RSVP by
Sept. 30. More information is
available by calling 303-7153165.
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100-year-old nun a witness to major events in political, Church history
BY GAIL BULFIN

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (CNS)—Her
deep brown eyes have seen a lot of life in
100 years.
They witnessed the wonder of the children to whom she taught the “Catechism
of the Catholic Church” in pre-Castro
Cuba. They also were among the first to
observe the trickle, then the storm, of
children landing on U.S. soil after being
smuggled out of Cuba during Operation
Pedro Pan in the early 1960s.
Her eyes showed her the needs of the
aging religious who were unable to care
for themselves and whose own eyesight
was failing. And now those brown eyes,
accompanied by a smile and confident in
the power of a life spent in prayer, greet
her visitors.
Quiet, unimposing Sister Ana Maria
Campos, now in residence at St. Jerome
Church in Fort Lauderdale, turned 100 in
August.

Sister Campos was born in a part of
Havana called San Antonio de Los Banos
Aug. 25, 1910. She knew she wanted to be
a religious from an early age. But always
the caregiver, she first tended to her
grandmother, then cared for both her
parents, and did not enter the convent
until after their deaths.
Sister Campos joined the Sisters of St.
Philip Neri, a congregation founded in
Spain in 1858 by Marcos and Gertrudis
Castaner Seda. The brother and sister, inspired by the life of St. Philip Neri, started
a shelter for the poor and taught catechism.
She traces her own religious calling to
her experiences as a young teacher of catechism in her hometown. She and another neighborhood friend would go out
into the community, gather up the children and tell them vivid stories of the
church.
“She was well known in the community both as a catechist and missionary,”

CNS PHOTO/SISTER LOURDES GROSS, RF

SISTER Ana Maria Campos, a Sister of
St. Philip Neri, is pictured in her residence at St. Jerome Church in Fort
Lauderdale, Fla., Aug. 8. At age 100,
she has been a witness to major
events in political and Church history.
said retired Miami Auxiliary Bishop
Agustin A. Roman, a native of Cuba who
is a longtime friend. He was a neighbor
who would go on to be named a Miami
auxiliary in 1979. He was the first Cuban
in 200 years to be appointed a bishop in
the United States.
Sister Campos joined the congregation
in 1955 and began teaching at a small primary school in Cuba.
In the years before the revolution—
which ended Jan. 1, 1959, with the overthrow of the Batista dictatorship—she
worked at Our Lady of Lourdes in
Havana. One of her former students went
on to become the bishop of Matanzas.
Sister Campos always loved taking care of
children and working in the convent with

the other sisters. She continued teaching
at Our Lady of Lourdes until circumstances in Cuba led to another calling
across the Straits of Florida.
In 1961, Sister Campos came to
Florida, settling in Homestead where,
along with other sisters, she continued to
serve the Lord by caring for the children
seeking freedom in America through
Operation Pedro Pan, a Catholic humanitarian program that brought 14,000 unaccompanied minors from Cuba to the
United States.
Sister Vivian Gomez, current principal
at St. Jerome School, met Sister Campos
when Sister Gomez, as a young child, first
arrived in the Pedro Pan community at
Florida City.
“We used to call her ‘Sister Cepacol’ because whenever anyone was sick, she
would give us Cepacol,” recalled Sister
Gomez recalled in an interview with The
Florida Catholic, newspaper of the
Miami Archdiocese.
Sister Campos took her perpetual vows
in a tiny chapel in Homestead in 1961.
The chapel was sparse, with no musical
instruments, so the children borrowed an
organ from another church for the ceremony.
When people ask Sister Campos what
she remembers most about that time of
exodus, she recalls the image of a young
girl, age 11, newly arrived from Cuba,
clutching her newborn brother in her
arms. It was a symbol of the depth of sacrifice Cuban families made at a time of

See Sister, Page 13
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Take charge of your health to reduce complications
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

As we age, our chances of being hospitalized increase due to the increased likelihood of multiple chronic health conditions.
The good news is that numerous risk
factors are within our control and can
help us prevent or manage health problems, reducing our chances of complications and hospitalization.
Follow these tips to help preserve your
well-being and independence or that of a
loved one for whom you are providing
care.

General tips

Physical health

Get regular medical checkups. If you
miss an appointment or a test, call to
reschedule right away.
Have your vision and hearing tested on
a regular basis.
Ensure vaccinations are up to date.
Get vaccinated against influenza annually and early in the season.
Stay away from people with colds, flus
or other contagious illnesses. Keep hand
sanitizer by your front entrance and use it
coming and going. Also keep a travel size
bottle in your vehicle or handbag, or a
miniature-sized one in your pocket.
Take medications as prescribed and at
regularly scheduled times each day. Fill
all prescriptions at one pharmacy. Ask
the pharmacist about available aids for
organizing and remembering to take
medications.
Practice healthy lifestyle habits: eat nutritious meals, get adequate rest and exercise regularly.
Limit your sun exposure and always use
sunscreen outdoors. A wide-brimmed hat
is also advisable, as are sunglasses that
block out 100 percent of ultraviolet rays.
Do as much for yourself as possible, to
maintain your abilities.

the bathtub or shower area. Use a rubber
mat (the kind with suction cups) in the
tub or shower, and a non-skid bath mat
on the floor. Consider getting a raised toilet seat, a bathtub seat or shower chair
and a hand-held shower attachment.

CNS PHOTO/MIKE CRUPI, CATHOLIC COURIER

EDWIN QUINONES has his pulse taken by nurse Jan Kleppe at Mercy Outreach
Center in Rochester, N.Y., last year.
Investigate available resources in your
Fortunately, there are numerous ways
community, which might include grocery to reduce these hazards for yourself or a
delivery services, meals on wheels, volun- loved one.
teer driver programs, accessible transIn stairwells: Ensure steps are in good
portation, home health services and sen- repair and have a non-skid surface. Keep
iors’ housing. Such information can be ob- them free of clutter. Have solid handrails
tained from the local office on aging.
installed on both sides of stairways and
ensure adequate lighting.
In the kitchen: Keep regularly used
Mental health
Do things that center you and bring pots, dishes, staple foods and other supinner peace, such as practicing yoga, plies within easy reach. Ensure the heavkeeping a journal or spending time in na- iest items are stored in the lower cupboards. If you must reach high places, get
ture.
Set aside daily time for relaxation—for a step stool that has a high handrail and
rubber tips. Never use a chair.
example, reading or listening to music.
In the bathroom: Have grab bars proKeep in regular contact with friends. If
your social network has diminished, fessionally installed by the toilet and in
make new connections through taking a
class, volunteering or joining a club.

Safety
In addition to health- and age-related
changes, hazardous conditions in the
home environment are a major cause of
falls resulting in hospitalization.

• Wear slippers or shoes that fit snugly,
offer good support and have a non-skid
sole.
• Ensure throw rugs and scatter mats
have a non-skid backing. Better yet, remove them.
• Keep walkways clear of electrical and
telephone cords.
• Avoid clutter in rooms and hallways.
• Use night-lights in the bedroom, hallways and bathroom. Get the kind that
have a built-in sensor that automatically
turns the light on in dim conditions. Also
get plug-in, rechargeable flashlights that
automatically come on when the power
goes out.
• Sign on with a personal emergency
response service, whereby you wear a
lightweight, waterproof pendant or
bracelet that has a button to press if you
run into a crisis and need help.
• Visit a medical supply store and check
out the many products that can make
daily activities easier and safer.
• Consider a cane or walker if balance is
an ongoing problem. Make sure you are
fitted with the appropriate type of aid and
receive instruction on how to properly
use it.

Lisa M.Petsche is a medical social worker and a freelance writer specializing in
boomer and senior issues.
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What to look for when choosing a retirement home
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

Retirement residences are
private pay, wellness-oriented
facilities that enable active
seniors to maintain or improve
their independence and overall
health. They offer security,
convenience, companionship,
and the opportunity to engage
in a wide range of activities, according to personal choice.
However, they vary considerably in terms of price, size,
amenities and services, which
can make choosing one difficult.
If you are in the market for
a retirement residence, it’s important to go beyond location,
external appearances and advertising literature, and actually take some tours.
Plan to visit several places,
and ask a trusted relative or

friend to accompany you.
Prepare questions in advance,
then photocopy the list so you
can take a fresh one with you
on each tour and make notes.
The following are some
questions you might wish to
include.

Resident suites
• Are a variety of suite sizes
and styles available?
• Is there sufficient natural
light from the windows, and do
they open?
• What furnishings are provided? Can they bring their own?
• Does each room have an insuite bath equipped with grab
bars, a raised toilet and an emergency call bell? Is it wheelchair
accessible?
• Is there a kitchenette?
• Is there cable and phone
hook-up?

• Is there a smoke detector
and sprinkler in each room? An
intercom system?
• Can the temperature be
controlled within the suite?

Medical services
• Are professional nursing
staff on duty around the clock?
• Is there a staff physician who
makes regular visits and is on
call the rest of the time? Can
residents continue with their
own doctor if they prefer?
• Is there pharmacy service? A
medical room? Onsite capability
for x-rays and lab work?
• What about podiatry (foot
care) service, physiotherapy and
outreach dentistry?
• Is convalescent care (during
acute illness or recovery from
surgery) available? If so, to what
extent and at what cost? Can enhanced service be purchased on
a longer-term basis?

Other services
• Are three meals a day plus
snacks included? Is there more
than one sitting? Can special
diets be accommodated? Is

there a choice of entrees? Is tray
service available when a resident isn’t feeling well?
• Can visitors stay for meals?
• What is the frequency and
extent of housekeeping service?
Are linens and towels provided?
• Is there laundry service? Dry
cleaning service? What about facilities for doing one’s own
laundering (e.g. washing delicates, ironing)?
• Is storage space provided for
seasonal items?
• Are there guest suites?
• Is there a hair salon? Onsite
banking? Mail service?
• Is transportation provided to
shopping and appointments?

Recreational activities
• What kind of weekly programming, special events and
outings are offered?
• Is there a full-time, professionally trained activity director?
• Is a monthly newsletter or
calendar of events distributed?
• Are friends and family members welcome to participate?
• Are there a variety of areas
for recreation and socializing,
such as: TV lounges, activity

rooms, exercise room, workshop, craft room, horticultural
center, hobby kitchen, games
room, computer room, library?
• Is weekly Mass offered onsite? Is there a dedicated chapel?

The premises

• When was the place built?
Does it appear to be in good
condition?
• Is it spacious? Clean? Bright?
• How many floors are there?
What is the resident capacity?
• Are the furnishings and
décor attractive and modern?
• Are there areas for relaxing
quietly? What about for entertaining (a party room or private
dining room)?
• Is the building fully air-conditioned?
• What kind of security measures are in place?
• Are the grounds nicely landscaped? Do they include benches? A furnished patio? Shaded
areas? A residents’ garden?
• Is there ample, free parking
for residents and visitors?
• Which, if any, of the following are within walking distance:
variety store, drug store, community or seniors’ center, park,
public transit?

Financial considerations

• Are accommodation rates
reasonable and all-inclusive? If
not, what amenities are extra?
How often do rates increase,
and by what percentage?
• Are residents required to
sign a lease?
• Is there a trial-stay plan?
• Can a petty cash account be
set up, with regular statements?

See Home, Page 13
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Benet Hill Monastery honors jubilarians
BY DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER

For five Benedictine religious
sisters of the Benet Hill
Monastery in Colorado Springs,
2010 is a special year of rejoicing
as they mark jubilees. On Aug.
15 a Mass was celebrated followed by a reception.

70 AND 60 YEARS
Sister Leann Cogan
Sister Kathleen Cogan

Benedictine Sisters Leann
Cogan and Kathleen Cogan are
biological
sisters
as
well. They
are celebrating
their
70th
and
60th jubilee
anniversaries respectively.
Sister Leann taught in
schools in Iowa, Missouri,
Colorado and Kansas. She
served as superintendent in the
South Conejos (County) School
District, directed religious education with the U.S. Army at
Fort Carson and Fitzsimons
Army Medical Center, and ministered as a chaplain at Penrose
Hospital in Colorado Springs.
At the age of 70 she volunteered
to teach student nurses in
Guyana, South America, and
later served as director of the
Adult Learning Opportunity
program at Benet Hill.
Reflecting on her life, Sister
Leann said that her years in the

Sister
From Page 10
great upheaval. Sister Campos
still weeps when she recalls the
cries of the baby.
These days she spends her
time knitting and, of course,
praying. Religious music remains her great love—no surprise when you learn she used to
sing and play the “bandolina,” a
guitarlike stringed instrument.
“In my day I had a lovely
voice,” she said with a wink.
She resides in the tidy pink

Home
From Page 12

Admission criteria

• Are scooters and wheelchairs accepted?
• Are any forms of oxygen
therapy accommodated?
• What is the smoking policy?
• Is a medical assessment required?
• What happens if a resident’s
health declines significantly?

monastery have gone from
good—to better—to best.
Sister Kathleen, who studied
to be a nurse, taught at schools
in Colorado,
Ne b r a s k a ,
Kansas and
Missouri. As
a nurse, she
ministered
at Penrose
Hospital in
Colorado
Springs,
the
University Hospital in Denver,
and in transitional care at
Benet
Hill
Monastery.
Chaplaincy positions were
held in Mercy Hospital, Iowa
City, Iowa, and St. Thomas
More Hospital in Canon City,
Colo. Presently, she is working
in the finance office at Benet
Hill. Sister Kathleen said, “My
prayer life has been extremely
life-giving to me.” She added
that her community has
helped her to grow in faith.

50 YEARS
Sister Rose Ann Barmann
Sister Rose Ann Barmann celebrates a half-century of vowed
monastic
life, having
made her commitment
of monastic
profession in
1960. Originally from
Maryville, Mo., Sister Rose Ann
credits her call to religious life as
being first nurtured in the faithfilled environment of her home.

A charter member of the
Benet Hill Monastery, she has
served the Church of Colorado
since 1961 in the Denver, Pueblo
and Colorado Springs dioceses,
as a teacher, religious education
director, retreat director, spiritual director, and director of Benet
Hill Center, as well as a member
of the prioress’s administrative
team, the monastic council and
as prioress. Presently, she is the
director of development for the
monastery. She is a member of
Benedictines for Peace and Pax
Christi.

Sister Anne Stedman
Originally from Burlington,
Iowa, Sister Anne Stedman entered
the
Mount
St.
Scholastica
Convent in
Atchison
Kan. A charter member
of Benet Hill
Monastery, she has worked with
the people of Colorado for the
last 50 years. In Denver, she first
ministered at St. Cajetan School
and later initiated the religious
education program when the
school was closed in 1970. She
also taught at Our Lady of Fatima
School and religious education
program as well as serving as director of liturgy for the
Archdiocese of Denver from
1972-1977. After returning to her
monastic
community
in
Colorado Springs, she taught at
Benet Hill Academy and worked
in liturgy, formation and com-

convent just down the street
from St. Jerome School. Sister
Campos lives in an upstairs
room, unable to get down the
stairs because the building has
no elevator. The room she sleeps
in was once used by Blessed
Teresa of Calcutta when she visited south Florida in 1974.
Bishop Roman visited the
parish not long ago and gave
Sister Campos one of his most
prized possessions, his rosary.
The beads “are what I prayed
with every day. She was the inspiration for my vocation and
for the vocations of four other

priests in our parish in Cuba.
She prayed for us and for us to
follow Jesus,” the bishop said.
Even at 100, Sister Campos
still prays every day. She prays
for world peace. She prays for
world health. But most of all she
prays for “the little children.”
“If I had one request it would
be to be able to go back to Mass,”
she said.
It has been more than two
years since she was able to leave
the second floor apartment to
attend Mass. “My legs don’t take
me anymore,” she said, “but I
pray for all of you.”

Accreditation

ner—take them up on it.
Immediately following a visit,
make detailed notes. Keep them
in a folder, together with
brochures, business cards and
other relevant paperwork.
Before a final decision is
made, encourage your relative
to consider a weekend stay at
the place that appeals most to
him or her.

• Are state licenses and industry memberships displayed, and
are the dates current?
Insist on a thorough viewing
of the facility—ask to see areas
like the kitchen and laundry
room if they’re not part of the
standard tour. Talk to some residents to find our how long
they have been there and what
they like or dislike. Stay long
enough to get a feel for the
place. Many facilities advertise
a complimentary lunch or din-

Lisa M. Petsche is a social
worker and a freelance writer
specializing in boomer and senior issues.

munity
administration.
Beginning in 1983 she served her
community for four years as assistant prioress and then 13 years
as prioress. She said she has felt
blessed by her sisters in community and all those women, men
and children she has journeyed
with over the years.

Sister Charlotte Redpath
Sister Charlotte Redpath said
the arrival at the 50-year mark
is an occasion of great joy and
whole-hearted gratitude as her
religious life has been filled
with the Benedictine tradition
of liturgy, prayer and sharing
with others. Sister Charlotte’s

ministries
have included teaching
art on the
secondary
and university
levels
and for the
U.S. Department of Interior;
private practice of psychotherapy and spiritual direction;
campus ministry; and as a professional artist and photographer. She said that over the
years, her vocation has been
influenced by the art of listening, a practice which has
taught her to pay “better attention to all of life.”

14 l
ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Rose Petals Evening: to honor St.
Therese with liturgical prayer service
at St. Catherine of Siena, 4200
Federal Blvd., Denver. Call 303-4559090 for details.
Oct. 1: 6:30 p.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan with Father
Andreas Hoeck.
Oct. 3: 3 p.m.
Come Be Part: of Adoration and praying of rosary before Mass at Holy
Rosary Parish, 4688 Pearl St., Denver.
Adoration: 5 p.m.
Mass: 5:30 p.m.
Tridentine Latin Mass: celebrated
every Sunday at Holy Family Church,
4380 Utica St., Denver.
Sundays: 11 a.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Courage: a spiritual support group
for men and women with homosexual
tendencies and who desire to lead a
chaste Christian life. Anonymity assured. Call Father Dan Norick, 720434-2638.
Free Tour: for anyone who wishes
more information about volunteering
at Loyola Grade School, 2350
Gaylord St., Denver. Call Seeds of
Hope office for tour information,
303-715-3186.
Sept. 23: 1:30 p.m.
Attention Graduates: of Cathedral
High School, 1970. Your 40-year reunion will be celebrated with a
Colorado Rockies game and dinner at
Johnny Carino’s Restaurant in
Lakewood. For address and cost email Cathedral70@q.com.
Sept. 24: Rockies Game 6:10 p.m.
Sept. 25: dinner 6 p.m.- 10 p.m.
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Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
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There is no guarantee of publication.
5K Walk ‘N Roll ‘N Run: to benefit
Bessie’s Hope, providing nursing
home and assisted living assistance. Walk to be held at Sloan’s
Lake, 17th & Utica St., Denver.
Registration information available
online at www.bessieshope.org.
Sept. 25: 9 a.m.
Tour Mount Olivet Cemetery: 12801
W. 44th Ave., Wheat Ridge.
Sponsored by Office of Liturgy and
Office of Cemeteries and
Mortuaries. Call 303-715-3221 for
more information.
Sept. 25: 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
5th Annual Bocce Ball Tournament:
to benefit Holy Family High School
will be held at school, 5195 W. 144th
Ave., Broomfield. Call 303-410-1411
Ext. 1129 for registration information.
Sept. 25: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Italian Festival: to benefit Our Lady
of Mount Carmel Parish at 3549
Navajo St., Learn Italian history and
culture; food, entertainment and
doorprizes. Tickets are $10 per
person. Call 303-922-2002 for more
information.
Sept. 25: 4 p.m. Mass
5 p.m. Festival
Newcomers Party: for singles over
40, sponsored by Southeast
Catholic Singles. Come find out
more about this dynamic group.
Call 303-759-9312 for location and
information.
Sept. 26: 2 p.m.

YACHT Club: social network for
Catholic young adults has events
coming up in September. Find out
more online at
www.denveryachtclub.webs.com.
Sept. 25: Oktoberfest

Annual Brown Robe: to benefit the
Capuchin friars will be held at
Denver Grand Hyatt, 1750 Welton
St., Denver. Tickets are $135 per
person. Call 303-433-0296 for
more information.
Oct. 1: 6 p.m.

Friends Of The Poor 5K Walk: to benefit St. Vincent de Paul Society, to be
held at Machebuef High School, 458
Uinta St., Denver. No registration fee
but donations will be accepted.
Come for food, fun and fellowship.
Sept. 25: 8 a.m.

Come Be Part: of the annual
Oktoberfest at Guardian Angels
Parish, 14179 Weld County Rd.,
Mead. German food, drink and
music. Call 970-535-0721 for more
information.
Oct. 2: 4 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Annual Dinner: to benefit Father
Woody’s Haven of Hope will be held
at Sons of Italy Lodge, 5925 W.
32nd Ave., Denver. Call 303-5505788 for ticket information.
Oct. 21: 6 p.m.

Southeast Singles Sock Hop: for
singles over 40 to be held at
Blessed Sacrament Gym, 4900 E.
Montview Blvd., Denver. Admission
$15 which includes food and beverages.
Oct. 2: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.

Annual Pre-Holiday: craft and home
decor sale to be held at St. Theresa
Church, 141 5th St., Frederick.
Proceeds to benefit parish building
fund.
Oct. 22: 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Oct. 23: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Latino Senior Health Fair: to be
held at Centro San Juan Diego,
2830 Lawrence St., Denver. Free
flu shots available. Call 303-2959470 Ext. 110 for more information.
Oct. 3: 9 a.m. - noon

Seeds Of Hope Charitable Trust: annual Evening of Hope to be held at
the Grand Hyatt Denver, 1750
Welton St., Denver. Dinner, auction
and John O’Leary will be keynote
speaker. Call 303-715-3186 for ticket information.
Nov. 19: 5:30 p.m.

Festival Italiano: at St. Thomas
More Parish, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. Pasta, meatballs,
sausage and more. Tickets are $10
adult, $5 kids or $30 for the whole
family.
Oct. 9: 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

EnCOURAGE: support group for parents of children with homosexual
tendencies. Call Father Dan Norick,
720-434-2638.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Fine Art Show: at St. Martin de
Porres Church, 3300 Table Mesa
Dr., Boulder. Call 303-499-7744 for
more information.
Oct 9: 11:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Oct 10: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Annual Jamboree: to benefit St.
Louis Parish, 3301 S. Sherman St.,
Englewood. Games, car show,
spaghetti dinner and auctions. Call
303-762-8307 for ticket information.
Oct. 10: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Make Plans Now: to attend the
Archbishop José H. Gomez Awards
Gala at the Sheraton Hotel, 1550
Court Place, Denver. Tickets are
$125 per person and table sponsorship are available. Call 303-2959470 Ext. 104 for more information.
Oct. 14: 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Casino Night: to benefit
Presentation of Our Lady School,
695 Julian St., Denver. Fun, food
and socializing. Tickets are $20
per person, $35 per couple.
Oct. 16: 6:30 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Indian Summer: singles dance to be
held at Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church, 11385 Grant Dr.,

Red Mass to honor legal profession

The Denver Archdiocese’s annual Red
Mass is set for 10:30 a.m. Sunday, Sept.
26 at the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception. All judges,
lawyers and law professionals are invited to attend. Auxiliary Bishop James D.
Conley will celebrate the Mass, organized by the Office of Liturgy. Judges are
invited to vest in their judicial robes and
participate in the entrance procession
of the Mass. Judges are asked to register

Northglenn. Admission $15. Call
303-371-7923 for details.
Oct. 16: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.

with the Office of Liturgy at 303-7153156 or by e-mailing John.Miller@archden.org.
The origin of the Red Mass can be
traced back to the year 1243 when the
first Mass was said by Pope Innocent IV
for the Ecclesial Court. The liturgy asks
the invocation of the Holy Spirit as a
source of wisdom, understanding,
counsel, fortitude and strength for the
coming term of the court.

Sacred Heart Jesuit Retreat House:
in Sedalia, Colo. offers a wide variety of retreats for individuals, families and groups. Come spend a
weekend of prayer in this site in
the scenic foothills. Complete information is available at their website, www.sacredheartretreat.org.
Life In The Spirit: seminar to be
held at Light of the World Church,
10316 W. Bowles Ave., Littleton.
Cost is $15 a person, $20 a couple
which includes lunch and materials.
Call 303-973-2000 to register.
Sept. 24: 7 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Sept. 25: 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Come Hear: reflections on the Book
of Ruth with Sister Macrina Scott OSF
at Most Precious Blood Parish, 2250
S. Harrison St., Denver. Cost of talk
is $15. Call 303-756-3083 to register.
Oct. 1: 9:30 a.m. - noon
Living Faith: is topic of retreat sponsored by CLAY (Catholic Life And
You) at Woodland Park west of the
Air Force Academy. Cost is $85 and
more information is available at
info@clay.org.
Oct. 1 - 2
Courage & Conscience: is the theme
of this year’s Gospel of Life
Conference at Bonfils Hall at JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Guest speaker will be Richard
Doerflinger. Call 303-715-3205 for
registration information.
Oct. 2: 8 a.m.
Parish Mission: retreat to be conducted by Father Tom Allender at
Presentation of Our Lady Church,
695 Julian St., Denver. For more information call the parish office at
303-534-4882.
Oct. 2 - 6
Come Hear: author Brian Gail speak
on renewal of the Catholic family and
renewal of culture at Bonfils Hall,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Lecture is
free. Call 303-715-3160 for more information.
Oct. 6: 7 p.m.
Respect Life Speaker: John Volk will
present “Matters of Life and Death”
at Our Lady of Loreto, 18000 E.
Arapahoe Road, Foxfield. Call 303414-2259 for more information.
Oct. 8 and 22: 7 p.m.
Annual Fall Retreat: hosted by St.
Joseph Lay Carmelite Spirituality
Community will be held at Mother
Cabrini Shrine, 20189 Cabrini Blvd.,
Golden. Call 303-427-7931 for details.
Oct. 9: 7:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Come Discover Your Gifts: at the
Called And Gifted Workshop at Holy
Ghost Church, 1900 California St.,
Denver. No fee, but free will offerings are accepted. Call 303-2921556 Ext. 22.
Sept. 24 - 25

Become An Elder-Not Older: during
22-week course on Spiritual Eldering
conducted by Sister Macrina Scott,
OSF at 915 E. 9th Ave., Denver. Cost
is $250 for course, deadline to register is Oct. 1. Call 303-756-3083 for
details.
Oct. 13: Classes begin

Hear Conversion Stories: of two
former Episcopal priests at
“Evangelization 101: Crossing the
Tiber”, at JPII Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Call 303-7153107 for details.
Sept. 29: 7 p.m.

Catholic Women’s Conference: to be
held at St. Thomas More Church,
8035 S. Quebec St., Centennial. Cost
is $135 per adult $99 for teen. Call
303-715-3224 for registration information.
Oct. 15-16
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Hip wolves embark on ultimate road trip in animated ‘Alpha and Omega’
BY JOSEPH MCALEER

NEW YORK (CNS)—Jack
London may be spinning in his
grave over “Alpha and Omega”
(Lionsgate), the story of two
very hip wolves who hear a call
to the wild side and embark on
the ultimate road trip. Despite
colorful animation and eyepopping 3D effects, this adventure falls back upon a tired—if
kid-approved—formula
of
bathroom humor, slapstick action and wisecracking characters.
Deep in the heart of the
Canadian Rockies, two rival
wolf packs fight for dominance
in a valley where the supply of
nourishment is dwindling.
“Any food is a blessing,” a wolf
mother tells her hungry kids.
(The lack of fresh caribou does
present an opportunity for
“veggie-terrier” wolves to picket, though, chanting, “Stop the
Insanity! Go Organic!”).
Intoning wisdom and warnings are the elder statesmen of
their respective packs, Winston
(voice of Danny Glover) and
Tony (voice of Dennis Hopper,
in his last film role). They hatch
a plan to unite the packs and
share the valley’s resources
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ANIMATED CHARACTERS are pictured in the movie "Alpha and Omega.” The Catholic News
Service classification is A-I—general patronage. The Motion Picture Association of America rating
is PG—parental guidance suggested.
through the marriage of their
children, Kate (voice of Hayden
Panettiere) and Garth (voice of
Chris Carmack). Trouble is, independent, disciplined Kate,
an “Alpha” wolf, is not fond of
hunky fitness-fanatic Garth,
who in turn only has eyes for
Kate’s airhead sister, Lilly (voice
of Christina Ricci).
What ensues is a cross be-

tween “West Side Story” and
“Beverly Hills 90210.” Female
wolves, all made up and blowdried, meet their urban-chic
mates at the “Moonlight Howl,”
a mountainside discotheque.
Needless to say, there are a lot
of grunts and “grrrs,” some innocent rubbing of noses and
pretty clumsy dancing, much
of it in slow motion.

Pining for Kate is Humphrey
(voice of Justin Long), her spiritual opposite. As an “Omega”
wolf, Humphrey is free-spirited
and fun-loving. Kate is out of his
reach in a strict caste system
where “we can eat together but
not howl together.”
This lupine soap opera kicks
into gear when disaster strikes.
Kate and Humphrey are shot

Charming coming-of-age story, ‘Flipped,’ a surprisingly pro-life film
BY JOSEPH MCALEER

NEW YORK (CNS)—Just
when you thought Hollywood
couldn’t—or wouldn’t—make
family-oriented films anymore,
along
comes
“Flipped”
(Warner Bros.), a charming,
warm and very funny comingof-age story with a surprisingly
powerful pro-life message, at
least in light of its Tinseltown
origins. Unfortunately, though,
a few turns of phrase in the dialogue preclude endorsement
for all.
Directed by Rob Reiner (“The
Bucket List,” “Stand by Me”)
and based on the eponymous
novel by Wendelin Van
Draanen, “Flipped” is the story
of two kids, Juli Baker
(Madeline Carroll) and Bryce
Loski (Callan McAuliffe), growing up in late-1950s suburbia.
They meet as second-graders,
when Bryce and his family
move into the neighborhood
across the street from Juli.
The film chronicles Juli and
Bryce’s friendship over the next
six years, with each character
telling the story in voice-over
narration. This he said-she said
staging technique is clever and
revealing, reminding the viewer that there are two sides to
every story, appearances are
often deceiving, and rushed
judgments tend to be wrong.
A precocious 7-year-old, Juli
is instantly smitten by her new
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ISRAEL BROUSSARD and Callan McAulliffe star in a scene from the movie "Flipped." The USCCB
Office for Film & Broadcasting classification is A-III—adults. The Motion Picture Association of
America rating is PG—parental guidance suggested.
neighbor: “The first day I met
Bryce Loski I flipped,” she recalls. But Bryce remembers it
differently: “All I ever wanted
was for Juli Baker to leave me
alone.”
He’s a typical boy of his age,
naturally embarrassed by the
girl’s affections, and ragged on
by his peers. Bryce’s strenuous
efforts to avoid Juli are amusing, as are her determination
and patience in seeing this
puppy love through.
As “Flipped” chronicles the
“sturm und drang” of their
friendship, we learn more

about the Baker and Loski families. Bryce’s parents, doting
Patsy (Rebecca De Mornay)
and boastful bigot Steven
(Anthony Edwards), are solidly
middle-class and obsessed
with propriety.
They are suspicious of the
Bakers,
particularly
Dad
Richard (Aidan Quinn), a bohemian type who prefers to
paint landscapes rather than
mow his lawn and fix up his
house. The Bakers raise chickens and supply the neighborhood with eggs; Mr. Loski bans
these from his home, fearful of

salmonella.
Family dramas are not sugarcoated in “Flipped,” which
lends the film a sense of realism. Here families stick together and work things out, even
when the problems seem insurmountable.
The Bakers, for example, are
struggling to make ends meet,
as any spare income goes toward keeping Richard’s brother
Daniel (Kevin Weisman), who
is mentally disabled, in a private home rather than a state
institution. “Flipped” displays
poignancy and courage in its

with tranquilizer darts by forest
rangers and shipped off to
Idaho, where the wolf population is on the decline. “They
want you big wolves to make a
lot of little wolves,” explains the
local sage, a golf-playing
Canadian goose called Marcel
(Larry Miller).
But there’s no love connection
between Kate and Humphrey—
yet. Propagation is sidelined as
the duo embarks on a challenging 1,000-mile journey home.
Only time will tell if they make it
back safely, restore peace
among the wolves and live happily ever after.
Despite potty jokes some
parents may not appreciate,
co-directors Anthony Bell
(“Barnyard”) and Ben Gluck’s
(“Brother Bear 2”) “Alpha and
Omega” is basically harmless
fun for the entire family. The
Catholic News Service classification is A-I—general patronage. The Motion Picture
Association of America rating is
PG—parental guidance suggested.

Jospeh McAleer is a guest reviewer for Catholic News Service.
More reviews are available online at www.usccb.org/movies.

defense of Daniel against societal prejudice.
This intensely pro-life sideline ultimately melts the frost
between the Baker and Loski
families, a process aided by the
arrival of Bryce’s newly widowed grandfather Chet (John
Mahoney). Chet proves the
perceptive sage, mindful of his
grandson’s feelings, yet impressed with the spirited Juli.
Everything about “Flipped”
feels right and genuine: the
typical kid dialogue, lively
school classrooms, and families who quarrel, make up and
sit together around the TV to
watch “Bonanza.” Reiner’s direction is pitch-perfect with a
prevailing atmosphere of innocence and sensitivity reminiscent of Frank Capra—perhaps
not unexpected, as the legendary director’s grandson is
one of the film’s producers.
Though the elements listed
below require a fairly restrictive
rating, the underlying values of
this uplifting film make it probably acceptable for older teens.
The film contains a handful
of profane and crass expressions and scenes of family discord. The Catholic News
Service classification is A-III—
adults. The Motion Picture
Association of America rating is
PG—parental guidance suggested.

Joseph McAleer is a guest reviewer for Catholic News Service.
More reviews are available online at www.usccb.org/movies.

