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Boulder parish organizes Fourmile Canyon fire victim help
Fire causes Sacred
Heart School
closing, family
evacuations
BY ANNA MARIA BASQUEZ
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When Boulder County
Sheriff deputies and Boulder
Mountain Fire Protection
District officials appeared on
Michelle Murphy-Pauletto’s
doorstep last week to tell her
family to evacuate their home
near Fourmile Canyon, she
and her husband made one
last request of their three children after most of the rushed
packing was done.
“We told each of them, ‘Go
get what’s special to you,’”
Murphy-Pauletto said, recalling the day she and her husband Randy first saw the
smoke billowing heavily
through the canyon. “I have to
tell you, my 9-year-old
grabbed his rosary and forgot
his soccer stuff.
“That…,” said MurphyPauletto, trailing off as she
was moved to tears, “that really was the clarifying moment
of what is so important in life.
He forgot his soccer stuff …
and remembered his rosary. It
was very sweet.”
The gesture by her son Ben
helped her to refocus spiritually in a time of uncertainty,
she said.
Murphy-Pauletto, a longterm substitute teacher at
Sacred Heart of Jesus School
in Boulder, and her husband
Randy, who works for an agri-

PHOTO PROVIDED

PARISHIONERS pray for Fourmile Canyon fire victims during a morning Mass Sept. 12 at Sacred
Heart of Jesus Church in Boulder.
cultural company, moved into
a hotel temporarily, three children and dog in tow. They
stayed out what would become the worst fire in
Colorado’s history, destroying
at least 166 homes and 6,427
acres by press time. By week’s
end, Sacred Heart of Jesus
School had to be closed for
one day as the evacuation
zone inched toward the
school of 400.

THE SAINTS: ST. LUDMILLA
FALL BRIDAL

c. 860-921 / Feast - Sep. 16

Advice for
Catholics
marrying a
non-Christian

Married to Borivoy, founder of a dynasty, she became a Christian after he was baptized by St.
Methodius in 874. They had six children and built
the first church in Bohemia, now in the Czech
Republic. But they were embroiled in the political
storms of their family and region. Ludmilla had assumed the care and education of her grandson,
Wenceslas, but his mother, Drahomira, resented her influence and took
him away. Widowed in 894, Ludmilla retired to a country castle. She was
strangled there, possibly by henchmen of Drahomira or pagan nobles.

PAGE 11

The family had been ordered on Monday, Sept. 6 to
vacate the home they spent
the last five months renovating and had moved into one
week prior. While they were
able to return back to their
undamaged
home
on
Saturday, the enormity of the
situation hit home.
“That’s when you know you
can only control what you can
control and after that you

have to let it go,” MurphyPauletto said. “We really just
had to let it go. It makes you
crazy if you try to control
things you can’t.”
Murphy-Pauletto told her
experience as a resident of
Pine Brook Hills while she was
on her way in for 10 a.m. Mass
at Sacred Heart of Jesus
Church in Boulder on Sunday.
At that Mass, Father Bill

See Fire, Page 3
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Website shares stories of faith

MOST REV.

BY JULIE FILBY

CHARLES J. CHAPUT O.F.M. CAP.

For someone who doesn’t really like to bike, Seth DeMoor
spent a lot of time in the saddle
last winter: covering about 2,400
miles in 90 days. But his trip
wasn’t about logging miles, it
was about logging stories.
“For me the goal wasn’t the
bike trip, it was the interviews
and the stories,” DeMoor explained.
After hearing powerful accounts of faith, conversion, vocation, and near-falls off the
deep while attending the
University of Colorado at
Boulder, the 25-year-old felt
called to start a website to
chronicle the stories.
“The idea came to me
through a lot of discernment
and prayer,” he said. “We all
have a story whether we know it
or not. And with a little reflection, we can dig that story up.”
To jumpstart the project,
OneBillionStories.com, he decided to travel cross-country on
bicycle interviewing people
along the way. On Jan. 3 he attached a trailer, containing an
HD-video camera and laptop, to
a road bike he purchased on
Craig’s List, and took off from
Orlando, Fla.
Traveling without a map, GPS
or predetermined route, he relied on God and the kindness of
others to show him the way to
Boulder.
“That’s the beauty of pilgrimage and pedaling by faith,” he
said. “You simply have to trust
that ‘The Big Man’ will see you
through to the end.”
The “nice Southern people”
he met at gas stations and daily
Mass determined his course.
“I’d stop and ask ‘What’s the
best route to the next city?’” he
said. “Of course I stuck out like a
sore thumb—it was the middle
of winter and I had biking
clothes on.
“People don’t bike in the
South, in the middle of winter,”
said DeMoor, who was snowed
on in both Mississippi and Texas
during a colder- and snowierthan-usual winter.
Overwhelmed with generosity
and hospitality, he spent only
$100 on the trip.
“People just kept feeding me,”
he said. “And after Mass, some

The virtue of hope
and what it really
means
“Hope” may be the only word in the English language more badly misused than “love.” For Christians,
hope is a virtue, not an emotional crutch or a political
slogan. Virtus, the Latin root of virtue, means strength
or courage. Real hope is unsentimental. It has nothing to do with the shallow optimism of self-improvement programs or election campaigns. Hope assumes
and demands a real, unbending spine in believers.
Seventy years ago the great French writer Georges
Bernanos published a little essay called “Sermon of an
Agnostic on the Feast of St. Théresè.” Bernanos had a
deep distrust of politics, both left and right, and an
equally deep love of the Catholic Church. He also had
a piercing sense of irony about the comfortable, the
self-satisfied and the lukewarm who postured themselves as Catholic—whether they were laypeople or
clergy.
In his essay he imagined “what any decent agnostic
of average intelligence might say, if by some impossible chance the [pastor] were to let him stand awhile in
the pulpit [on] the day consecrated to St. Théresè of
Lisieux.”
“Dear brothers,” says the agnostic from the pulpit,
“many unbelievers are not as hardened as you imagine
. . . [But when] we seek [Christ] now, in this world, it is
you we find, and only you . . . It is you Christians who
participate in divinity, as your liturgy proclaims; it is
you ‘divine men’ who ever since [Christ’s] ascension
have been his representatives on earth. . . . You are the
salt of the earth. [So if] the world loses its flavor, who
is it I should blame? . . . The New Testament is eternally young. It is you who are so old . . . [and so] because
you do not live your faith, your faith has ceased to be a
living thing.”
Bernanos had little use for the learned, the proud or
the superficially religious. He believed instead in the
little flowers—the Thérèses of Lisieux—that sustain
the Church and convert the world by the purity, simplicity, innocence and zeal of their faith. That kind of
faith is a gift. But it’s a gift each of us can ask for, and
each of us will receive, if we just have the courage to
choose it and then act on it. The only people who ever
really change the world are saints. Each of us can be
one of them. But we need to want sainthood, and
then we need to follow the path that comes with it.
Bernanos once wrote that the optimism of the modern world is like whistling past a graveyard. It’s a
cheap substitute for real hope and “a sly form of selfishness, a method of isolating [ourselves] from the unhappiness of others” by thinking progressive thoughts.
Real hope “must be won. [We] can only attain hope
through truth, at the cost of great effort and long patience . . . Hope is a virtue, virtus, strength; an heroic
determination of the soul. [And] the highest form of
hope is despair overcome.”
Anyone who hasn’t noticed the scope of despair and
suffering in the world around us today, urgently needs
to open his eyes. My point is this: We can only attain
hope through truth. And what that means is this:
From the moment Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth
and the life,” the most important statement anyone
can make—both for life here and life in eternity—is
“Jesus Christ is Lord.”

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

SETH DEMOOR interviews Father Jim Crisman, archdiocesan director of Priestly Vocations, for his website OneBillionStories.com.
would hand me $20s and $50s to
help me get home.”
They also provided lodging,
limiting the number of nights he
camped out to seven.
After weaving through seven
states and 10 major cities, he arrived in Boulder on April 6. He
had posted one video to the
website each day, and recorded
more than 200 overall.
“The opportunities are endless,” he said. “I tried to really get
out there and find stories that
are interesting and motivating,
and sometimes even sad.”
DeMoor credits the enthusiasm of the campus ministry at
CU for renewing his faith, which
had been lukewarm.
“They are doing amazing
work up there!” he said of the St.
Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Center in Boulder led by pastor
Father Kevin Augustyn.
DeMoor was also encouraged
by then parochial vicar Father
Peter Musset, who now serves at
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish in Northglenn.
“Father Peter’s story (from not
living out the faith at all, to the
priesthood) influenced my life,”
he said. “I told myself, ‘This story
is too good for just me to hear.
Somehow it must be captured,
and placed where other people
can listen to it. What’s the best
way to spread anything these
days? The Internet.”
Pope Benedict XVI described
the Internet as a tool for evangelization
on
World
Communications Day 2009, saying: “It falls, in particular, to

ONEBILLIONSTORIES.
COM
A new story of faith every day
• Subscribe via Facebook,
MySpace, Twitter, RSS feed or
e-mail
• DeMoor is available to present
at parish events and retreats
• Visit online or e-mail sjde
moor85@gmail.com

young people…to take on the
responsibility for the evangelization of this ‘digital continent.’ Be
sure to announce the Gospel to
your contemporaries with enthusiasm.”
OneBillionStories.com is a direct response to the pontiff’s call
to take faith to the Internet.
“The goal is to wake the sleeping giant, the Catholic Church,
through people’s stories within
the faith,” DeMoor said. “The
long-term goal is to become the
online hub for Catholics to bear
witness to the hope that rests
within their stories.”
Since returning DeMoor has
continued to post a new story
each day, bringing the total to
250. The videos are usually
about 5 minutes long. While the
majority of individuals interviewed are young adults, he has
shared testimony from individuals as old as 90 and as young as
15, and from several men and
women in religious orders.
He aims to have the site formally branded by next January

See Stories, Page 12

D E N V E R C AT H O L I C R EG I S T E R
CIRCULATION CUSTOMER SERVICE: 303-722-4687 OR CIRCULATION@ARCHDEN.ORG
Published by the Archdiocese of Denver, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210
General Manager
Jeanette DeMelo

Denver Catholic Register (USPS 557-020) is published weekly except the last week of December and the
first week of January, and in June, July and August when it goes bi-weekly. The Register is printed by
The Denver Post LLC in Denver. Periodical postage paid in Denver, CO.

Editor
Roxanne King

Subscriptions: $35 a year in Colorado; $42 per year out of state. Foreign countries: $42 surface, all
countries, 6-8 weeks for delivery; $135 air, all other countries (average). Mexico, $48 air; Canada, $55 air.
Postmaster: Send address changes to: Denver Catholic Register, Circulation Dept., 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210.

Ad Manager
Chad Andrzejewski

Editorial: 303-715-3215 or editor@archden.org Advertising: 303-715-3206 or dcrads@archden.org
Circulation: 303-715-3211 or circulation@archden.org
Online: www.DenverCatholicRegister.org

VO C AT I O N S l 3

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l SEPTEMBER 15, 2010

Run 4 Vocations: Archdiocesan team seeks prayer pledges
BY DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER

On Oct. 17 the Archdiocese
of Denver’s Office of Vocations
is sponsoring the inaugural
Run 4 Vocations marathon
relay campaign. Teams of four
are asked to sign up for the
Denver Marathon as an “ING
Rock ‘n’ Roll Denver Relay
Team” (more info here:
www.denver.competitor.com/r
elay). The relay teams split the
26.2 mile race into four pre-determined legs: 7.9 miles, 3.2
miles, 6.2 miles and 8.9 miles.
One such team will include
Denver Auxiliary Bishop James
Conley, Vocations Director
Father Jim Crisman, and
Denver seminarians and runners Jason Wunsch and Ryan
O’Neill.
Running a marathon, like
the Christian life, takes daily
commitment, discipline and
persistence, said Wunsch.
“Pope John Paul II, himself a
practiced athlete, believed that

RUN 4 VOCATIONS
Team sign-up: www.denver.
competitor.com/relay
Prayer pledges:
www.Priest4Christ.com

sports provided the Christian
with an ideal training ground
for faithfulness by building
good habits or virtues,”
Wunsch said. (Search the
Vatican’s website: www.vatican.va for the late pontiff’s extensive comments on sports).
“Put simply,” added Wunsch,
“faithfulness in smaller things
like running can lead to faithfulness in larger things such as
our daily walk with Christ. My
experience corroborates these
words as running has provided
an excellent building ground
for my Catholic faith.”
Marathon runners aren’t
made overnight and neither
are
saints.
Running
a
marathon, and living a
Christian life, aren’t just hob-

bies that can be compartmentalized. Marathon athletes can
attest to the sacrifice it takes to
maintain a regular training
schedule, get enough sleep,
and fill up with good nutrients.
Likewise, serious Christians
can vouch for the daily fidelity
to prayer it takes to be still and
hear the Lord.
“(Running) taught me to listen to God ‘speaking’ in nature,
to my body, and slowly, to the
deeper stirrings in my soul,”
Wunsch said.
Rather than ask for financial
pledges, the relay runners are
asking for prayer pledges
throughout the weeks leading
up to the race. Specifically, supporters are asked to pledge
prayers for an increase in vocations to holy orders and consecrated
life
within
the
Archdiocese of Denver.
“Prayer pledges are similar to
offering a spiritual bouquet,”
said
Father
Crisman.
“Different quantities of devotional acts such as eucharistic

Holy Hours, rosaries, personal
Mass intentions and Divine
Mercy Chaplets are pledged
per runner for the intention of
an increase in vocations.
“Each runner is encouraged
to get 20 people to pray,” he
added, “although many runners are going above and beyond seeking the prayers of 60plus fellow Catholics.”
To pledge prayers, simply
visit the Prayer Pledge form online at www.Priest4Christ.com.
Under the “Run” tab, click
“Prayer Pledges.” Runners are
also welcome to join. Those interested in forming teams are
urged to act as soon as possible
to make time not only for training, but also for praying.
“There is a great need in the
Church and world today for
men and women who are willing to lay down their lives in
service to others,” Father
Crisman said. “Each of them
relies on your prayers. Please
pray for an increase in vocations to holy orders and conse-

PRAYER FOR
VOCATIONS
God, our Father, we turn to
you in this time of great
need. We trust in your loving
kindness and ask you to hear
the prayers we offer for your
Church.
Bless the church with many
men and women willing to
generously offer their lives to
you in holy orders and consecrated life. You inspire and
bring to fulfillment every
good intention. Bless and
guide those who are discerning your call to holiness and
service. Give them courage,
steadfast love and a spirit of
charity as they seek to respond faithfully to you.
We offer this prayer for the
Archdiocese of Denver and
for the whole Church in the
name of your Son, Jesus
Christ who is Lord for ever
and ever. Amen.

crated life, and pray for those
already living these heroic vocations.”

Fire
From Page 1

Breslin, pastor of Sacred
Heart, asked parishioners and
people they know who may
have been displaced or affected by the fire to call the parish
center to request help. He also
asked parishioners who want
to be contacted to help those
impacted by the fire now and
in future months to sign up
with the church contact list.
“In a few months, after all
the dust settles, the fire victims will still need assistance,”
Father Breslin said. “They may
be settling into new homes or
running out of money to purchase other items. The holidays may be a time where
they need our help both financially and spiritually.
“Perhaps we can help a
family who needs an end table
or pots and pans in their new
home,” he said.
While Murphy-Pauletto’s
home was spared, she knows
not everyone met the same
end.
“There’s some guilt for all
those people who suffered
such a great loss,” she said.
Father Breslin said his
church and community is offering a spiritual home for
people whose lives have been
disrupted by fire.
The church and school officials decided on Friday to
close the parish school for the
day as the evacuation-area
border was one block west of
the school and fire officials
advised the school to be prepared to evacuate at any time.
“An added concern for us

PHOTO BY DAN PETTY

SMOKE BILLOWS over the foothills against a setting sun just
west of Boulder, Colo., on Monday, Sept. 6, from a wildfire
that started in Fourmile Canyon mid-morning. At least 16
homes have been destroyed in the blaze, the most in
Colorado history from a single fire.

TO HELP
To help, or Boulder residents
impacted by the fire seeking
help, may call Sacred Heart
of Jesus at 303-442-6158
Ext. 116.

(was) that our school with 400
children and Casey Middle
School right across the street
from our school, with 300plus children would face a
juggernaut if we tried to evacuate at the same time,” Father
Breslin said. “There is an isolated community of homes
whose only exit is by both of
our schools.”
By the weekend, the fire had

not come over the mountain
and into the city. The pastor
re-opened the school on
Monday.
Mary Bartsch, principal at
Sacred Heart of Jesus School,
said a number students’ families had to be evacuated. She
was unaware at press time if
any parishioners or students
and their families had total
losses of a home.
“The school and community itself has gathered together
clothing, food and gift certificates for families in need,”
Bartsch said. “Our community
has really come together. I
had families open up their
homes to help fellow students
and families. Even our

PHOTO PROVIDED

MICHELLE MURPHY-Pauletto and her husband Randy pose
with their children, from left, Ben, 9; Allyson, 12, and Will, 3,
after Mass at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Boulder on
Saturday, Sept. 12.
preschoolers were making
cards for firefighters.”
Murphy-Pauletto said she
sought solace spiritually in
her position as a substitute
teacher for a Catholic school.
“First, you’re trying to survive, then it’s really emotional,” she said. “It was a very
good lesson in the spiritual
life to stay focused. I think
these moments are teaching
moments in our lives.”
Grateful the family was able
to return to their house
Saturday, Murphy-Pauletto
said the firefighters and sheriff’s office were diligent and
informative about getting her
family back home.
“I never felt frustrated be-

cause they didn’t let us go
back up,” she said. “We were
just so thankful they were taking care of our house.”
Father Breslin in the week’s
parish bulletin recommended
parishioners either donate gift
certificates for area restaurants for people who have
been displaced or offer homes
or give money to a fund being
set up for people to have
emergency assistance while
they wait to have access to insurance money.
“Pray,” he urged. “Pray like
you’ve never prayed before. If
you’ve lost your Bible, come to
the parish center. We’ll give
you one. Don’t forget the
power of the rosary.”
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

A promise to Pope John Paul II
On the evening of Dec. 15, 2004, I had dinner in the papal
apartment with Pope John Paul II and several of his aides.
Although his health had been deteriorating steadily for years,
the pope was in good form that night, his sense of humor intact and sharp. Knowing that he liked large photo albums, I
gave him a volume on national parks of the United States as a
Christmas present. When an aide opened the book to Rocky
Mountain National Park, the pope put on as much of a smile
as his Parkinson’s disease would permit and said, “Denver:
World Youth Day 1993! The bishops of the United States said
it couldn’t be done. I proved them wrong!” We all laughed as
John Paul flipped through the pages; in his mind’s eye, he was
back hiking in the Rockies.
The conversation over dinner was wide-ranging, and at
one point, after the usual papal kidding about my having
written “a very big book,” John Paul asked about the international reception of “Witness to Hope,” his biography, which I
had published five years earlier. He was particularly happy
when I told him that a Chinese edition was in the works, as
he knew he would never get to that vast land himself. As that
part of the conversation was winding down, I looked across
the table and, referring to the fact that “Witness to Hope” had
only taken the John Paul II story up to early 1999, I made the
pope a promise: “Holy Father,” I said, “if you don’t bury me, I
want you to know that I’ll finish your story.”
It was the last time we saw each other, this side of the
Kingdom of God.
“The End and the Beginning: Pope John Paul II—The
Victory of Freedom, the Last Years, the Legacy,” which was
published by Doubleday on Sept. 14, is the fulfillment of
the promise I made to John Paul during our last evening together.
In addition to revisiting Karol Wojtyla’s epic battle with
communism through the prism of previously classified and
top-secret communist files, given to me by Polish researchers, the book offers a detailed account of the drama of
the pope’s last six years: the Great Jubilee of 2000 and his historic pilgrimage to the Holy Land; Sept. 11, and the pope’s efforts to frustrate Osama bin Laden’s insistence that his war
with the West was a religious crusade; the Long Lent of 2002,
when the Church in America grappled with the twin crises of
clerical sexual abuse and episcopal misgovernance; John
Paul’s ongoing efforts to build bridges of dialogue and reconciliation with the Churches of the Christian East; his struggle
with illness, which brought him into at least one “dark night”
spiritually; and his heroic last months, in which his priestly
death became, metaphorically, his last encyclical. “The End
and the Beginning” concludes with a lengthy evaluation of
Karol Wojtyla, the man, and John Paul II, the pope. There, I’m
able to tell some stories not previously on the public record,
while assessing all that went right, and the things that went
wrong, in one of history’s most significant pontificates.
The story of Wojtyla vs. communism in “The End and the
Beginning” is by no means simply a reprise of “Witness to
Hope”; on the contrary, the Polish, East German, Soviet and
Hungarian secret police and foreign ministry files I obtained
from Polish colleagues shed new, and often dramatic, light on
the communist effort to destroy John Paul’s work and his reputation, as well as on communist efforts to penetrate the
Leonine Wall and recruit collaborators in the Vatican. In a
world quickly forgetting what the Cold War was about, these
once-secret classified documents are a powerful reminder
that, as John Paul’s longtime secretary once put it to me, “It
was ‘we and they,’ ‘us and them,’ all the time.” And they were
not scrupulous about playing the hardest of hardball.
John Paul II was the great Christian witness of this era.
Telling his story in full has been the privilege of a lifetime.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics
and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column
is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official
newspaper of the Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Sept. 19: 25th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Amos 8:4-7
• Psalm 113:1-8
• 1 Timothy 2:1-8
• Luke 16:1-13
Overview: Amos lived in the
northern kingdom of Israel in
the middle of the eighth century
B.C. during a time of relative
peace and prosperity. Many saw
their affluence as a sign of God’s
favor, but Amos saw things differently. As a shepherd, he saw
things through the eyes of the
poor; as a prophet he understood things from God’s perspective. Amos railed against
the rich who used religion as a
cover while they trampled on
the poor and needy. Rather than
living their faith worthily all
week long, they couldn’t wait for
the Sabbath to be over so they
could cheat their customers by
making “the ephah small and
the shekel great.”
Timothy 1 and 2 along with
Titus are commonly called the
“Pastoral Epistles” because
they deal with practical, pastoral concerns in the early
Church. Paul reminds Timothy
to pray for kings and those in

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Assumption legends
The column by James
Cavanagh, Ask An Apologist,
regarding Mary’s Assumption
(Sept. 1 Denver Catholic
Register), reminded me of two
of my favorite legends of our
Lady.
The first: As Mary witnessed
the suffering and death of
Jesus her heart was so deeply
pierced that she retraced his
steps of agony everyday thereafter. Eventually, she moved to
Ephesus with the Apostle
John, where she set up a series
of markers in his backyard.
Each marker commemorated
an experience that touched
Jesus on his way to Golgotha.
Still crushed by the memory of
her Son’s ordeal, Mary contemplated them each day,
thereby
instituting
the

authority. The Church has always recognized the legitimate
role of the state in maintaining
peace and justice. Economic
stability and public safety are
foundational to a tranquil society where individuals can devote themselves to the higher
things of God who “desires all
men to be saved and to come
to the knowledge of the truth.”
Shrewd investors plan wisely
for the future. The point about
the parable of the dishonest
steward in this week’s Gospel is
not that we should be dishonest, but that we should be just
as intelligent in preparing for
eternity as ‘the sons of this
world’ are in maximizing profits and ensuring their financial
future. The climax of the reading comes at the end when
Jesus says “no servant can serve
two masters.”
Key verse: “You cannot serve
both God and mammon” (Lk
16:13).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “Any system in which
social relationships are determined entirely by economic
factors is contrary to the nature
of the human person and his
acts. A theory that makes profit the exclusive norm and ultimate end of economic activity
is morally unacceptable. The
disordered desire for money

cannot but produce perverse
effects. It is one of the causes of
the many conflicts which disturb the social order” (Nos.
2423-2324).
Pope
Benedict
XVI:
“Economy and finance, as instruments, can be used badly
when those at the helm are
motivated by purely selfish
ends. Instruments that are
good in themselves can thereby
be transformed into harmful
ones. But it is man’s darkened
reason that produces these
consequences, not the instrument per se. Therefore it is not
the instrument that must be
called to account, but individuals, their moral conscience and
their personal and social responsibility” (“Spes Salve,” 36).
Life application: Making
money is important, but it’s not
the most important thing.
Personal relationships, intellectual and spiritual development, civic participation and
charitable activities are more
valuable than money. For
many people, money is like a
god. Everything revolves
around it. When we idolize
money, we become slaves to it.
Money is a stern taskmaster
and makes promises it can’t
keep. Fortunes are made and
lost overnight. True security lies
in God.

Stations of the Cross.
The second: Jesus descended from heaven to speak with
Mary. “Mother,” He said, “You
have always been wonderful
to me; I want to thank you in a
special way. It is time for you
to leave the world but you do
not need to die, I will take you
to heaven with me, now.”
Mary smiled at her Son and
said, “My Son, I have followed
you in all things. I will follow
you in death as well.”

would be nice to have something to replace it such as a
word search or something
similar. Thank you, Dominic,
for a decade of enjoyment.

Barbara J. Peterson
Centennial

Goodbye, CateQuiz’em
I was so sorry to read The
CateQuiz’em was coming to
an end. I will miss it so much.
A special thanks to Dominic
Camplisson for creating it. It

Dorothy Hartlieb
Broomfield

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize that
the opinions expressed in letters to the
editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation or libelous
statements will not be printed. Unsigned
letters will not be printed. Letters will be
edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-7152045. E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Sept. 15-20: International gathering of Redemptoris Maters' candidates, Porto San Giorgio, Italy

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Sept. 19: Mass of beatification for Venerable John Henry Cardinal Newman, Birmingham, England

CORRECTIONS
In a story from a Colorado Springs newspaper about the Priest Appreciation Golf Tournament in last week’s
issue, the Denver auxiliary bishop’s first name was incorrect. His first name is James. The Register apologizes for any confusion the error may have caused.
Due to a source error, the name of one man installed to the ministry of acolyte was misspelled in last week’s
issue. The correct spelling is Christopher Pomrening. The Register apologizes for any confusion the error
may have caused.
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MAKING SENSE OUT OF BIOETHICS

Spinning stem cell fairy tales
BY FATHER TADEUSZ
PACHOLCZYK, PH.D

Discussions
about
the
morality of stem-cell research
often focus on the differences
between adult stem cells and
stem cells derived from embryos. The adult variety, such
as those derived from bone
marrow or umbilical cords, are
already providing an impressive array of treatments and
cures for sick people, while the
embryonic kind are not. Adult
stem cells can be obtained
without crossing any moral
boundaries, whereas embryonic stem cells cannot, because they are obtained by destroying young human beings
who are still in their embryonic
stages of growth.
In spite of great progress in
identifying ever more powerful
adult stem cell sources, scientists still clamor for embryos.
Even in the face of impressive
new technologies for making
“embryonic-like” stem cells
without using embryos, the
chorus of voices pushing for
the sacrifice of embryos seems
only to grow louder. Indeed,
one of the most common questions I encounter when I give

talks about stem cells is why “…those forms of research that
scientists and politicians are so provide for the planned supintent on pursuing the destruc- pression of human beings who
tion of human embryos when already exist, even if they have
so many other non-embryonic not yet been born. Research, in
such cases, irrespecsources of stem cells
tive of efficacious therare available that are
apeutic results, is not
already helping counttruly at the service of
less patients with serihumanity.”
ous diseases. What is
In our society, howbehind this incessant
ever, the hype surdrumbeat to go after
rounding the harvestthe human embryo?
ing of human embryos
One can sense a cerFATHER
as a way to cure nearly
tain “logic of killing”
TADEUSZ
that hovers in the wings PACHOLCZYK, every disease has
taken on the form of a
of these discussions. If
PH.D
popular mythology. A
tiny human embryos
were to be safeguarded and pro- Washington Post article sumtected by law, this would consti- marized it this way a few years
tute a threat, if not a frontal as- ago:
“‘To start with, people need a
sault, to legalized abortion-ondemand, which routinely allows fairy tale,’ said Ronald D.G.
us to end the lives of older, al- Mckay, a stem-cell researcher
most-born humans more than at the National Institute of
3,000 times every day in the Neurological Disorders and
United States by surgical means Stroke. ‘Maybe that’s unfair, but
and many more each day they need a story line that’s relthrough chemical means. This atively simple to understand.’
desire to sanction current im- Human embryonic stem cells
moral practices is certainly one have the capacity to morph
reason we see continuing pres- into virtually any kind of tissue,
sure to allow the destruction of leading many scientists to believe they could serve as a ‘unihuman embryos for research.
Pope Benedict XVI, in a re- versal patch’ for injured orcent address, spoke of resisting gans.”

This idea, though still speculative, is straightforward and
easy to sell, especially to desperate patients and patientadvocacy groups. Some scientists are happy to perpetuate
the myth, too, believing that
this kind of “master cell” from
the earliest stages of human
life could help unlock some of
the most primordial and tantalizing biological powers
mankind has ever seen — almost God-like powers, leading to the “Tree of Life” itself.
As some researchers ambitiously seek to wrench control
of those life-powers into their
own hands, it should perhaps
come as no surprise when
they yield to the seductive
siren call of our day: “One life
can sometimes be taken for
the benefit of another,” and
“Good ends can sometimes
justify evil means.”
In a way, then, embryonic
stem cells have become a
great modern secular fairytale, even a kind of surrogate
for our yearning for immortality. People are being told that
Alzheimer’s can be addressed;
Parkinson’s can be overcome;
diabetes can be defeated; and
MS can be conquered. Who
knows? Perhaps we could extend our longevity, defeat
aging, and live as if we were
always young. Perhaps we

could even defeat death itself
through these powerful cells!
Vanquishing
death
and
achieving
immortality
through science — the realitybending power of these myths
and fairy-tales should not be
underestimated.
In the final analysis, the
“planned suppression of
human beings” cannot be allowed to continue to creep into
the practice of modern science
and medicine. Our yearnings
for various goods and blessings, like healing and new
medical therapies, must always
be tempered by our duty to
pursue responsible and completely ethical science. Only by
insisting on the use of upright
means to achieve good ends
can we steer clear of the Nazilike drive to subjugate and destroy others in our quest for desirable outcomes. Only then
can science be a force for authentic healing and truly stand
at the service of humanity.

Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk,
Ph.D., earned his doctorate in
neuroscience from Yale and did
post-doctoral work at Harvard.
He is a priest of the diocese of
Fall River, Mass., and serves as
the director of education at The
National Catholic Bioethics
Center in Philadelphia. See
www.ncbcenter.org.
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Remembering 9/11

California explosion

CNS PHOTO/GARY HERSHORN, POOL VIA REUTERS

A "TRIBUTE IN LIGHTS" illuminates the sky over lower Manhattan Sept. 11 on the
ninth anniversary of the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center in New York.

BRIEFS
Pope to highlight ongoing
relevance of Newman in
visit to Britain

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope
Benedict XVI’s decision to travel
to Great Britain to personally beatify Cardinal John Henry
Newman will give him an op-

portunity to highlight Cardinal
Newman’s teaching about the
relation between faith and reason, the role of conscience and
the place of religion in society.
During his Sept. 16-19 trip, the
pope will visit the Scottish cities
of Edinburgh and Glasgow before traveling to London and
Birmingham for the beatification. Cardinal Newman was a

SPECIALIZING IN SERIOUS BODILY INJURY

~ WRONGFUL

DEATH

CNS PHOTO/ROBERT GALBRAITH, REUTERS

FIREFIGHTERS work to contain hot spots at burned homes Sept. 10 in a
neighborhood following an explosion in San Bruno, Calif.

19th-century theologian and intellectual who was a leader in
the Anglican reform effort
known as the Oxford Movement
before becoming a Catholic. The
pope will celebrate open-air
Masses, meet Queen Elizabeth
II and Prime Minister David
Cameron and make a major address to leaders of British society. His visit includes a meeting
with leaders of other religions,
an ecumenical prayer service
and a visit to a home for the
aged. But the Vatican has billed
the trip as a pastoral visit “on the
occasion of the beatification of
Cardinal John Henry Newman.”
Since his election more than five
years ago, Pope Benedict has
presided over several canonization ceremonies, but he always
has delegated the task of presiding over beatifications to highlight the different importance of
the two ceremonies. The pope’s
decision to make an exception
for Cardinal Newman demonstrates his personal admiration
for the British churchman, an
admiration he once said went
back to his first semester of seminary theology studies in 1946.

~ AUTO ,

Jesuit rebuts reasoning
behind claim that God
didn’t create universe
WASHINGTON
(CNS)—A
Jesuit priest who is former president of Gonzaga University in
Spokane, Wash., has taken to
YouTube and his blog to rebut
arguments raised by British
physicist Stephen Hawking,
who says in a new book that God
had no role in creating the universe. “Though Dr. Hawking is
an outstanding physicist, his
metaphysical skills are less than
honed,” said Jesuit Father
Robert J. Spitzer, now president
of the Magis Center of Reason
and Faith in Irvine, Calif., who
headed Gonzaga from 1998 to
2009. He made the comments in
a seven-minute YouTube video
titled “The Curious Metaphysics
of Dr. Stephen Hawking.”
Hawking, a member of the
Pontifical Academy of Sciences
since 1986, said in his new book,
“The Grand Design,” that “because there is a law such as gravity, the universe can and will create itself from nothing.
Spontaneous creation is the rea-

TRUCK OR MOTORCYCLE COLLISIONS

~ ON -THE - JOB

INJURY

Justice

“Let us have faith that right makes might, and in that faith,
let us, to the end, dare to do our duty as we understand it.”
- Abraham Lincoln

Pursuing

I am proud to represent injured people, and the survivors of those whose lives have
been wasted by the carelessness of others. My duty is to make sure that these innocent
victims get the full measure of justice the law allows.
For the past 23 years, it has been my privilege to be on the
right side of serious injury and death cases throughout Colorado.
I have had the benefit of representing honorable people from all
walks of life who have had their lives turned upside down by a
serious injury or wrongful death. From the single mom cleaning
bathrooms to support her young children to the physician who
MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

~

DEFECTIVE PRODUCTS

~

was left disabled by someone's carelessness, I have had the privilege of standing
up against insurance companies to fight for fine people who have been wronged.
I agree with Abe Lincoln. Right makes might. But at our firm we don’t just
rely on the fact that we are on the right side of the case. We have a high-powered
firm of very experienced lawyers and staff who are equipped with the cutting
edge technology and other resources necessary to successfully resolve cases of
the largest magnitude.
If you are in need of this type of
help, please feel free to give me a call.

INSURANCE CLAIMS

~

AV I AT I O N A C C I D E N T S

~

RAILROAD ACCIDENTS

Caplis & Deasy, LLC ~ 4600 S. Syracuse, Suite 500 ~ Denver, CO 80237 ~ 303-770-5551 or toll free 1-800-204-1110

son why there is something
rather than nothing, why the
universe exists, why we exist,”
Hawking added. The book, written with physicist Leonard
Mlodinow, was published Sept.
7. Father Spitzer, author of the
recently published “New Proofs
for the Existence of God:
Contributions of Contemporary
Physics and Philosophy,” said
Hawking’s “fundamental assumption about the universe” is
“that it came from nothing.” But
the priest said “what many term
the first principle of metaphysics” is “From nothing only
nothing comes.”

For CRS worker in Ghana,
a snack changed his life

ACCRA, Ghana (CNS)—If you
ask Thomas Awiapo what one
thing had a lasting impression
on his life, he will tell you it was a
snack. Most people would never
understand the power of a little
snack to a hungry child, he told
a group of U.S. visitors to the
Catholic Relief Services offices in
Accra. “That was the greatest gift
I received in my life,” he said.
Awiapo grew up in Wiaga, a village in northern Ghana with no
clean water, no hospital, no
electricity. At night “the moonlight was what we had,” he said.
By about age 10, Wiaga had lost
his whole family: After his parents died, two siblings died of
hunger. His eldest brother ran
away from the village, never to
be seen again. Thomas was left
to fend for himself. Then CRS
came along. “They put a school
in that village, and they tricked
me into going to that school,” he
said. He did not like school, he
said, but went to classes because
students were fed a snack and
also lunch. “I kept going to that
school because I was hungry,”
he told the visitors. Today,
Awiapo has a master’s degree in
public administration from
California State University. He is
a global solidarity coordinator
for CRS and lives in Tamale,
Ghana, with his wife and four
children.

LO C A L N E W S l 7

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l SEPTEMBER 15, 2010

Chapel named for Catholic doctor who cared for moms and infants
BY JOHN GLEASON

my wife and I thought it was a
terrific idea. A lot of support
On the evening of Sept. 9, a for this came from her team,
ceremony was held at the new the doctors and nurses she
Rocky Mountain Hospital for worked with.”
Children to dedicate its chapel
Sabin added that despite the
to Dr. Eleanor Diss
honor, his wife would
Sabin, a Catholic layhave wondered what
woman who died last
all the fuss was about.
year after a struggle
“Eleanor was a shy
with cancer.
person, quite humThe hospital is affilible,” he said. “The
ated
with
idea about them
Presbyterian/St. Luke
wanting to name the
Medical Center in
DR. ELEANOR chapel after her would
downtown
Denver
make her shake her
DISS SABIN
and is attached to it.
head and say, ‘You
Dr. Sabin, a perinatologist don’t need to do that!’”
(obstetrics, focusing on highThe ceremony, attended by
risk pregnancy) devoted her family, friends and numerous
career to working to save “at- medical personnel culminated
risk” babies in the womb and with the commemoration of a
the mothers who were carrying plaque. Nora Smith, chapel
them. Dr. Sabin’s husband, manager at Presbyterian St.
Mike, told the Denver Catholic Luke’s told the Register the inRegister the family was deeply terfaith chapel is a place for
touched by the honor.
everyone to pray and reflect.
“The idea for this came from
“There will … be a basket
the hospital,” he said. “During filled with felt hearts so that
construction we were asked if children have something to
they could name the chapel for hold on to,” she said. “The

to coach volleyball and basketball and served on the school
athletic committee at St.
Vincent de Paul School. Dr.
Sabin was known to the students simply as the “Pizza
Lady” having been in charge of
Pizza Day for three years. But
for as much time as she put
into her work at the hospital,
Dr. Sabin always had time for
her family, according to her
husband.
“Eleanor was a great model
and Catholic lady who gave not
only to her job in making sure

PHOTO PROVIDED

SYMBOLIC towel recalls Dr.
Eleanor Diss Sabin’s servanthood.
chapel is dedicated to
(Eleanor’s) spirit and passion,
which inspires us all.”
In addition to being a doctor,
the mother of three found time

CU lectures to address JPII, assisted suicide, morality
BY ANNA MARIA BASQUEZ

The St. Thomas Aquinas
Institute for Catholic Thought
at the University of Colorado
at Boulder is bringing in experts in topics ranging from
theology of the body to gender
discussions in priest ordination this year among others,
kicking off its yearly lecture
series starting Sept. 22.
This year, the institute is offering three lectures per semester including the annual
debate in January. The change
was made to have less going
on for students during weeks
of finals at the end of the semester, officials said.
“We’re here simply to add another voice to the pluralism of
academic dialogue, to really
show what the Church believes
has a strong intellectual foundation and it’s something to be
reckoned with,” Matt Boettger,
director
of
Intellectual
Formation at the Aquinas
Institute. “These academic lectures are one avenue for that.
We’re so blessed to be able to
bring in some of the Catholic
minds and non-Catholic minds
to campus and speak to issues
that are not only at the heart of
Catholicism, but at the world at
large.”
The first speaker in the series on Sept. 22 will be
Michael Waldstein of Ave
Maria University in Florida.
“He’s the one who translated John Paul II’s great work,
‘theology of the body,’ from
Italian into English; he will

speaking on John Paul II’s reflections on the Song of
Songs,” he said. “He’s a wellknown, brilliant man.”
Another highlight of the series will feature Robert George
of Princeton University.
“He’s the major conservative thinker at Princeton,”
Boettger said. George works at
“giving a voice to those who
feel they’re not being heard in
the political scene and really
advocating a pro-life stance in
many different directions.”
George will address morality and virtues in natural law.
The
annual
Aquinas
Institute sponsored debate
typically draws large crowds.
“We had as many as 2,300
two years ago for our annual
debate on atheism,” Boettger
said. This year’s topic will likely be a Catholic-Protestant debate, he added, and is set for
Jan. 28, the feast day of St.
Thomas Aquinas.
St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary’s
E.
Christian
Brugger will address physicianassisted suicide and euthanasia in November and Regis
Martin
of
Franciscan
University in Steubenville,
Ohio, will take up the topic of
demonstrating God’s existence
in the context of the human experience in October.
Sister Sara Butler, M.S.B.T.,
of St. Mary of the Lake,
Mundelein
Seminary
in
Chicago, will present “The
Reservation
of
Priestly
Ordination to Men: An
Analysis of the Catholic

LECTURE SERIES
• Michael Waldstein,
“Redeeming the Erotic: John
Paul II’s Reading of the Song
of Songs,” Sept. 22 at CUBoulder, Hellems 252.
• Regis Martin, “Desperate
Desire: Demonstrating God’s
Existence from the Data of
Human Experience,” Oct. 18,
CU-Boulder, Humanities 1B50.
• The Annual Debate is tentatively set for Jan. 28, 2011.
Details are TBA.
• E. Christian Brugger,
“‘Pardon me ma’am, but
would you like to die?’
Autonomy and Self-killing:
You Decide,” Nov. 10, CUBoulder, Humanities 135.
• Sister Sara Butler will present “The Reservation of
Priestly Ordination to Men:
An Analysis of the Catholic
Debate,” Feb. 28, 2011, CUBoulder. Location TBA.
• Robert George, “Natural
Law, God, and Human
Dignity” March 31, 2011, CUBoulder. Location TBA.
• More information: 303-4438383 or http://www.thomascenter.org/

Debate,” on Feb. 28, 2011.
All lectures are set from 7
p.m.-8:30 p.m. and are held at
different locations on the CUBoulder campus. For more information, call 303-443-8383
or visit http://www.thomascenter.org/.

newborn babies had every
chance in the world but also
she was great to her kids and
me,” he said. “She was one of
those ‘do it all’ ladies.’”
Father John Lager, O.F.M.
Cap, who officiated at the ceremony, is a long-time family
friend who said the honor
couldn’t have been bestowed
on a better person.
“Her whole approach was
dedicated to the unborn,” he
said. “So, it’s only fitting this
chapel is dedicated to her faith
and her respect for life.”
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Prayer and work:

The Abbey of

St. Walburga
BY ROXANNE KING

This story continues the Denver
Catholic Register's series on monasteries.
VIRGINIA
DALE,
Colo.—On
windswept ranchland just a few miles
from the Wyoming border, the Abbey of
St. Walburga sits in a green valley protected by boulder-strewn hills. There, in a
copper-domed gray stucco monastery,
23 nuns live out the Benedictine charism
to “pray and work” (ora et labora).
“’Ora et labora’ is the balance of the
normal working life but penetrating it
with prayer,” the abbess, Mother Maria
Michael Newe, O.S.B., told the Denver
Catholic Register, which visited the
monastery Aug. 18.
The phrase sums up the sixth-century
Rule of St. Benedict, the primary guide for
Western monasticism, which the nuns,
who belong to the Order of St. Benedict,
follow.
The Divine Office
The main work of the nuns is chanting
the Divine Office (also called the Liturgy
of the Hours), the official formal prayer of
the Church, seven times a day.
The first Christians, the abbess
explained, adopted the Jewish practice of
praying at the third, sixth and ninth
hours, and of saying morning and
evening prayers. Scripture and tradition
led to the seven hours observed in “the
Office.”
“You pray and you go to work and you
keep returning to prayer,” Mother Maria

PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DCR

PHOTOS FROM LEFT: Sister Mary Josepha Hombrebueno attempts to lasso a llama; Sister Lioba Headle creates coifs, tight-fitting white caps that cover one’s head and neck, for the sisters; Sister Christina McBride, in red
apron, and Sister Immaculata Bertolli, prepare food in the kitchen for the nuns dinner; Led by Abbess Mother Maria Michael Newe, the Benedictine nuns leave their chapel after noon prayer.
Michael said. “Your whole day is constantly returning to prayer.”
Work
The nuns, who range in age from 2495, support their work of prayer by ranching—they raise natural beef cattle and
grow hay, both of which they sell—package and distribute altar breads, craft
wood coffins, operate a small publishing
press, make cards and rosaries they sell in
their gift shop, do calligraphy, editing and
writing, keep bees and harvest honey.
They also welcome retreat guests.
“Hospitality is very much a part of our
charism,” Mother Maria Michael emphasized. “In every guest we try to see Christ
and to serve Christ.”
Retreat guests stay in modular buildings a short distance from the main
abbey. The rugged beauty of the wide
landscape and the silence permeating

the thick-walled monastery convey tranquility.
“We try to provide a place where people can meet Christ and have time to
reflect on him, and where they can experience different types of prayer, like
singing the psalms and having times of
meditation and walking in nature,”
Mother Maria Michael said. “The area
provides a timeless way of life. Monastic
life has been around for centuries.
“I suppose that what we do in community you could have been doing in any
century,” she added. “We want to share
what we have with our guests and to provide them with a place of peace.”
Guests and visitors, she said, are always
invited to join the nuns for their liturgies
and Mass (see information box on next
page for phone and website). Hearing the
nuns sweet voices chant the hours lifts
the heart and enkindles one’s own desire
to praise and to know God.
The singing of the Divine Office is one
of the best parts of monastic life, the
abbess said.
“Regardless of what happens, that goes
on,” she said. “There’s a real stability in
that. You sing it in unity.”
Expansion
To make the monastery even more
comfortable for guests, the nuns are overseeing a $2 million addition to the main
abbey that will include a larger entrance
hall and lobby, a dining room and meeting space for retreat guests, an expanded
gift shop, a commercial kitchen that will
service both the nuns and guests, and a

new refectory for the nuns.
Paid for by an anonymous donor, the
abbess hopes the expansion will be done
this fall, when Archbishop Charles
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., is scheduled to preside at the solemn profession of two
nuns.
“It’s very exciting,” the abbess said. “I
hope it will be nice for the guests and visitors.”
History
The archbishop dedicated the current
facilities in 1999. The nuns had the present monastery built after relocating to
Virginia Dale from Boulder in 1997,
where they had been since 1935 when
three nuns from the Abtei St. Walburg in
Eichstatt, Germany, established the community due to booming vocations and as
a potential refuge should the nuns need
to escape Hitler’s Germany. Made
autonomous in 1986, the Boulder community was raised to the status of an
abbey in 1989.
The nuns still maintain close ties to the
Eichstatt abbey, which houses the relics
of their patroness. The eighth-century St.
Walburga was a Benedictine missionary
to Germany from England known for her
gentleness, humility and charity, as well
as her power to heal the sick through
prayer. Oil, believed to have healing
properties, still flows from her relics.
Two of the nuns, former abbess Mother
Maria Thomas Beil and Sister Augustina
Hochbauer, are from the Eichstatt abbey,
where monastic life has continued without interruption since 1035. Sister

ABBEY OF ST.
WALBURGA
What: Benedictine monastery
Where: 1029 Benedictine Way,
Virginia Dale, Colo. (mile
marker 381 on US Hwy 287, 4
miles south of the Wyoming
border)
Monastery: 970-472-0612
Retreat House: 970-4841887
Online: www.walburga.org/

Angelika Fackler, who died last
month at 91, was also from the
motherhouse.
“Once in a while I try to send
one of our sisters (to Eichstatt
abbey) who haven’t seen it so
they can experience the history
of the life,” Mother Maria
Michael said, adding that one of
the sisters will be visiting there
later this month.
Daily life
While in chapel, the nuns
wear black habits and veils
with tight-fitting white headpieces called coifs that cover
their neck and the top, back
and sides of their head. While
working around the ranch they
wear light blue habits.
“When they’re working on

machinery or in the barnyard
they wear jeans and a workshirt,” the abbess said. “I don’t
want them to get their habits
caught in machinery and get
hurt.”
Rising at 4:20 a.m., the nun’s
day includes the full Divine
Office, with time for work,
meals, recreation and rest
scheduled around it. Although
not required to be silent, the
sisters don’t engage in long
conversation during the day.
Strict silence is observed from
night prayer, said at 7:30 p.m.,
until breakfast.
The nuns are committed to
“constitutional
enclosure,”
which permits them to receive
guests, go to the doctor and
dentist, shop for necessities,
and leave the property for formation or school. But for the
most part, they stay on the
monastery’s expansive property.
“You’re basically supposed to
be home unless there’s a necessity for you being out,” the
abbess explained.
They answer the telephone,
read newspapers and prudently use the Internet. They don’t
watch TV or listen to the radio.
They stay aware of the needs
of the world for which they pray
and take prayer requests by
phone, e-mail and mail.

Monastic joy
Whether milking a goat—“We
make yogurt and goat cheese,”
noted
cheerful
postulant
Chandra Hanson—cutting vegetables in the kitchen or patiently lassoing a llama—“They’re
mostly used to guard the calves,”
explained a smiling Sister
Ancilla Armijo, “they keep the
mountain lions and coyotes
away”—the sisters radiate happiness.
“I see the graces, the fruits of
this life,” Hanson, 42, who hails
from Vermont, said about the
nuns. “It’s written on their faces.”
Originally from southern
California,
Mother
Maria
Michael said she wasn’t looking
for a particular order when she
first visited the monastery.
“I was looking for a community that lived authentically the
rule they professed to live,” she
recalled. “I heard about the
abbey and came out to see it. I
fell in love with it. I knew it was
where God wanted me. You
could read the rule and see it in
the sisters’ lives.”
She was 17. Now 51, she said
the monastic life has been fulfilling.
“There is deep joy in this life,”
she said. “It has its sufferings,
but nothing can match the joy
one gets from living life in this
atmosphere.”

Catholic Charities launches new fundraising program
On Thursday, Sept. 9, Catholic
Charities of the Denver Archdiocese
hosted The Servant’s Call, a free
fundraising breakfast celebrating the
commitment of Catholic Charities in
the pursuit of compassion, healing and
hope for the poor and vulnerable.
More than 200 guests attended,
including Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., and Auxiliary Bishop James
Conley, as well as several members of
the board of directors.
The program was emceed by board
member Martha Rubi, and included an
inspirational video and personal testi-

mony from a former client. Jonathan
Reyes, president and CEO of Catholic
Charities of the Denver Archdiocese,
also delivered remarks on the mission
and vision of the organization.
The highlight of the event was the
launch of the St. Elizabeth of Hungary
Giving Society, named for the patroness
saint of Catholic Charities. St. Elizabeth
dedicated her life to God and serving
the poor. Longtime and generous supporter of Catholic Charities, Scott
Brown, invited guests to make a financial investment in Catholic Charities’
ongoing success by becoming founding

members of the giving society.
The Servant’s Call was sponsored by Scott and Susan
Brown, John and Rebecca
Messall, and Steve and Pam
Corder. With the early generosity of a few founding members
and
program
sponsors,
Catholic Charities has already
raised $600,000 pledged over
the next five year. The Servant’s
Call breakfast generated more
than $330,000 in pledges over
the next five year, in addition to
$33,000 in one time gifts.

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

THE DENVER bishops and Jonathan Reyes, center, president and
CEO of Catholic Charities in the Denver Archdiocese, pose with
attendees of the Servants Call fundraising breakfast held Sept. 9.
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White weddings get a touch of green
Tips for an ecofriendly celebration
BY CAROL ZIMMERMANN

WASHINGTON (CNS)—The
tradition for brides to wear
“something old, something
new, something borrowed,
something blue” for good luck
may now include the stipulation that these things also be
environmentally
sustainable—or green.
The things old and borrowed certainly meet the criteria as they involve recycled
products but the new and
blue might take a little more
effort.
But doing more work to be
less wasteful doesn’t seem to
be stopping modern couples.
As more couples seek to have
eco-friendly wedding ceremonies and receptions, a
whole industry of stores and
websites have sprouted up
with advice and products.
A green wedding can involve slight changes to traditional wedding fare or more
complex plans to make sure
the invitations, bridal attire,
menus, favors, rings, gifts,
flowers and even honeymoon
travel are all environmentally
sustainable.
Even Brides magazine is on
board with the trend with a
special planning guide for a
green wedding called eco-chic
weddings.
According to Millie Martini
Bratten, editor-in-chief of
Brides magazine, you do not
have to sacrifice style or taste
to go green with your wedding
plans.
“If anything, it makes the
wedding even more meaningful,” she said.
Catholic couples in particular may want to consider ecofriendly weddings since the
Catholic Church has long advocated the need to show
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CATHOLIC COUPLES may want to consider eco-friendly weddings since the Catholic Church
has long advocated the need to show proper stewardship of God’s creation and many of the
saints spoke about doing this long before it was trendy.
proper stewardship of God’s
creation and many of the
saints spoke about doing this
long before it was trendy.
Eco-friendly wedding planning can start on the right foot
with invitations that are either
handmade, e-mailed or printed on recycled paper.
Green bridal attire involves
either re-using a wedding
gown from a family member,
vintage clothing shop or eBay
purchases. If a bride really

wants to buy her own dress,
she could purchase a simple
dress that could be worn
again or consider donating
the wedding gown to a charitable organization such as
Brides Against Breast Cancer
or the I Do Foundation.
Bridesmaids could also donate their dresses to the Glass
Slipper Project, a program
that distributes formal dresses
to high-school students unable to afford prom attire.

For wedding flowers, couples should consider what is
locally grown or grown at organic farms. They could also
use potted plants for centerpieces that guests could take
home.
The old tradition of throwing rice at couples after the
wedding is a green no-no as
rice can be dangerous to
birds. Throwing birdseed, as
some couples have opted, has
similarly been blacklisted as

Colorado-based marriage prep program expanding
BY JOHN GLEASON

The popular Coloradobased nonprofit organization,
Catholic Marriage Prep Inc., is
growing. Dedicated to building Christ-centered Catholic
marriages through solid classroom and online marriage
preparation, the organization
offers classes in 82 dioceses in
the United States as well as
around the world and on the
Internet.
Catholic Marriage Prep Inc.
will now also be offering additional classes in English and

Spanish in the Archdiocese of
Denver.
Christian Meert, who along
with his wife Christine,
founded the organization,
told the Denver Catholic
Register there was a need for
more classes in Spanish and
they responded.
“We’ve held the program (in
English) at Holy Family
Church (in Denver) for years
now,” he said. “This month,
we’ve expanded that to include classes at St. Thomas
More Parish in Centennial.
It’s the first of four separate

classes we’ll be holding there
in the coming year.”
Due to the increasing number of Spanish speaking couples who are seeking marriage
prep, CMP will be training
more instructors for that purpose.
“We began formation at
Centro San Juan Diego last
December and trained eight
Spanish-language instructor
couples, who started to lead
classes at seven parishes
around the archdiocese in
January,” Meert said. “Last
Saturday, our Spanish-certi-

fied instructor couple started
another training session for
seven more couples.”
Parishes
offering
the
Catholic Marriage Prep Inc.
course in Spanish are: St.
Augustine
in
Brighton;
Ascension in Denver; St.
Catherine of Sienna in
Denver; Holy Trinity in
Westminster; Annunciation in
Denver; St. William in Fort
Lupton and St. Théresè in
Aurora.
Online one-on-one classes
in either English or Spanish
are also available.

birdseed may contain nonnative or invasive plant seeds.
If guests must do something,
blowing bubbles seems to fit
the bill without causing any
environmental harm.
With food and drink: think
local and organic and include
options for vegetarian guests.
Some green wedding websites
also suggest that outdoor receptions use biodegradable
dishes and flatware or rented
silverware and flatware instead of using disposable materials.
Wedding favors needn’t be
gift bags of chocolates but
could be seeds, plants, fruit or
something made by a local artisan.
Couples, especially those
marrying later in life who
have many of the household
items they need, might want
to consider creating an online
gift registry for charity.
Couples that sign up with
www.justgive.org can ask their
wedding guests to donate in
the couple’s name to one of
more than 1 million charities
including Catholic Charities
USA, Catholic Relief Services
and dozens local Catholic organizations.
Paul Covino, editor of
“Celebrating
Marriage:
Preparing the Roman Catholic
Wedding Liturgy” and associate chaplain and director of
liturgy at the College of the
Holy Cross in Worcester, Mass.,
noted that couples can take
part in these charity registries
or make a donation, from the
money they receive as gifts, to
the parish’s social outreach
committee or food pantry.
He also suggested that couples include a request for
wedding guests to bring nonperishable food items to the
wedding which can be
brought to a parish food
pantry or a local food bank.
Covino’s suggestion was not
merely to be eco-friendly but
as a way to “express the care
for the needy that a Christian
couple is called to reflect in
marriage.”

The Catholic Marriage Prep
Inc. program, which began in
Denver in 1999, is based on
Pope John Paul II’s theology of
the body and the teachings of
the Catholic Church. It satisfies steps one and three of the
Denver Archdiocese’s requirements for marriage preparation. Classes for Catholic
Marriage Prep Inc. are $180
for the four-week program
and $150 for online classes,
which includes all course materials.
For more information on
class location and schedules,
call 1-866-425-7193 toll free,
or visit online at www.
CatholicMarriagePreponline.
com.
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Expert offers advice for Catholics marrying a non-Christian
BY JULIE FILBY

About one-in-five Catholics
(22 percent) are in a religiously
mixed marriage, according to a
2008 study by the Pew Forum
on Religion and Public Life: 14
percent married Protestant
Christians, 5 percent married
someone “Unaffiliated” (atheist, agnostic, or “nothing in particular”) and 3 percent married
someone from “All other faiths”
(such as Judaism, Buddhism,
and other world religions).
As implied by the data, a
mixed-faith marriage can
mean combining two Christian
denominations with relatively
similar beliefs, or it can mean
navigating two vastly different
belief systems.
“I strongly encourage engaged couples to exercise caution in preparing for a mixedreligion
marriage,”
said
Elizabeth Walker, Ph.D. and licensed clinical psychologist.
“Like any couple, they must
take the time to truly discern
their vocation and God’s will
for their lives.”
Phil Webb, director of the
archdiocese’s
Office
of
Marriage and Family Life, said
comprehensive
marriage
preparation is essential in
helping couples work through
questions and challenges that
arise after the wedding.
“I recommend couples
spend time exploring their differing beliefs,” he said. “How
they influence them now, and
their future decisions as well.”
He pointed out that “Religion
isn’t just church on Sunday,” referring to a paper published by
Evelyn Lehrer, professor of economics at the University of
Illinois at Chicago—it also influences ideas about raising
children, how to spend time
and money, friendships, professional networks, even where
to live.
Tienne McKenzie—raised
Catholic and currently a
parishioner at St. Thomas More
Church in Centennial—married husband, Dan, raised with
no religion and currently agnostic, 11 years ago. They carefully considered their differing
beliefs through Pre-Cana classes and by meeting with priests
on several occasions before
their wedding.
“Dan took the initiative to
study the doctrines of the
Church before we got engaged,
so I felt confident he knew
what he was getting into when
he agreed to abide by the
guidelines of my faith in our
marriage,” Tienne said. “I
talked extensively with him to
make sure he understood and
accepted that our children
would be raised in the
(Catholic) faith.
“Dan acquitted himself mar-
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velously in every circumstance,” she said.
Though their marriage has
faced challenges, at times it’s
difficult to distinguish when
disagreements are based on religious differences.
“It’s hard for me to say, ‘This
issue stems from our religious
differences while this one
doesn’t,’” she said. “Like any
marriage, we have our disagreements…the things we
fight about are things that even
Catholic couples could find
themselves in disagreement
over.”
While not seeing eye-to-eye
on Catholic concepts such as
theology of the body (Pope
John Paul II’s teaching on
human sexuality), the couple is
“open to life” and are raising
their two children, ages 4 and 7,
in the Catholic faith.
“I’m the one responsible for
instilling faith and teaching the
kids about God,” McKenzie
said. “I take them to Mass every
Sunday. I teach them to pray
and remind them to say grace
before meals, offer up their sufferings for those less fortunate,
and think about what God
would want them to do when
they’re faced with a choice between good and evil.”
When struggling with division brought about by religious
differences, Catholic spouses
are encouraged to avoid the
temptation toward religious
apathy.
“The biggest mistake a
Catholic spouse can make is to
avoid fully living the faith in
hopes to ‘preserve peace’ in the
marriage,” Walker explained
“On the contrary, a Catholic
spouse who embraces his or
her faith with sincerity can be a
powerful and loving witness.”
The vocation of marriage
calls couples to encourage and
support one another in God’s
plan for salvation with respect,
patience and humility.
“It’s been difficult for me to
separate the discussions we
have about faith and religion
from the marriage itself, and

honestly, I believe that’s why
God led me to Dan,” Tienne
said. “I pray to the Holy Spirit
for wisdom, offer Masses for
Dan’s soul, and learn as much
as I can about faith so I can defend it with logic and eloquence. Most all of, I recommend to choose to love your
spouse for who he or she is,
with no expectations that they
will ever be any different than
they are right now.”
Though it is not reasonable
to expect one’s spouse will convert to Catholicism after marriage, the “Catechism of the
Catholic Church” indicates:
“Sincere married love, the
humble and patient practice of
family virtues, and perseverance in prayer can prepare the
non-believing spouse to accept
the grace of conversion” (CCC
1637).
“Only the Holy Spirit, in his
own time, can bring true conversion,” Webb said. “It’s im-

RESOURCES FOR
SPOUSES IN INTERFAITH MARRIAGES:
• Contact parish for ministries such as Bible studies,
prayer groups and parent
groups
• www.5lovelanguages.com:
“The Five Love Languages”
by Gary Chapman
•www.theologyofthebody.com:
“Theology of the Body” series
• www.catholictherapist.com:
To find a Catholic marriage
counselor, or contact your
parish priest

portant to continually offer
your marriage to our Lord’s
care, and not to your own expectations.”
To avoid feelings of isolation,
Catholics in interfaith marriages
are encouraged to seek out a
network of support and community through parish events
and ministries; and organizations such as prayer groups,
Bible studies and parent groups.
“It can be tremendously comforting to be in such settings.
Through social support, we feel
connected to others and often
learn new ways of coping with
life’s challenges,” Walker said.
“Even in the midst of dark times,
it’s important to spend time
each day offering prayers of
thanksgiving and gratitude; and
in doing so, we often gain a new
perspective on things.”
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Catholic leaders to be honored at Archbishop José Gomez Gala
BY DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER

dividuals from all walks of life
who make great personal sacrifices to support people in
Archbishop José H. Gomez, need,” said Luis Soto, execuwho was recently named to tive director of Centro San
lead the Archdiocese
Juan
Diego,
the
of Los Angeles, will
Hispanic Institute for
join
Archbishop
Family and Pastoral
Charles
Chaput,
Care operated by the
O.F.M. Cap., in preArchdiocese
of
senting awards to
Denver.
prominent and un“There has been a
sung Catholic busigreat deal of exciteness and pastoral
ment around this
JIM LYONS
leaders at the sixth
year’s gala as it will
annual Archbishop José H. allow us to honor our own
Gomez Gala on Oct. 14 at the Archbishop Gomez for the
Sheraton Hotel in Denver.
first time after he was named
Honorees at this
the coadjutor archyear’s gala include
bishop
of
Los
Arthur and Lydia
Angles,” Soto said
Heredia, who will reabout the former
ceive
the
Social
auxiliary bishop of
Justice
Leadership
Denver.
Award; Julio Herrera,
Jim Lyons, a partPastoral Leadership
ner in the law firm of
Award; Jim Lyons, the
Rothgerber, Johnson
Archbishop Charles J. JULIO HERRERA and Lyons, will be the
Chaput Leadership
inaugural recipient of
Award; and Jerry and Mary the Archbishop Charles J.
McMorris,
the
Amistad Chaput Leadership Award. A
(Friendship) Award.
prominent civic leader sup“This ceremony honors in- porting charitable causes

ARCHBISHOP
GOMEZ GALA
Date: 5:30 p.m. Oct. 14
Where: Sheraton Denver
Hotel, 1550 Court Place
Cost: $125 per person; sponsorships also available
RSVP deadline: Oct. 8

JERRY AND MARY MCMORRIS

ARTHUR AND LYDIA HEREDIA

across northern Colorado,
Lyons has been actively involved in promoting peace in
Northern Ireland.
The Heredias have been
members of St. Therese Parish
in Aurora since 1986 where
Lydia, and later, Arthur have
served as religious education
teachers. Arthur has served on
the parish council and the finance committee for the past
five years. The couple was invited by Father Bert Chilson,
pastor of St. Therese, to be
part of the group that formed
the stewardship committee.

Herrera is known as a “true
soldier of God” by the people
of his Fort Lupton parish, St.
William. He is sub-coordinator in the formation of Cristo y
Yo (Christ and Me) and is responsible for setting up retreats for the organization.
He is a member of the parish
council and is a founding
member of the parish’s
Knights of Columbus Council.
Herrera and wife Minerva
have three children.
Jerry and Mary McMorris are
supporters of Centro San Juan
Diego, as well as The Children’s

Tickets/Information: 303295-9470 Ext. 104 or
http://www.centrosan
juandiego.org/archbishop
gomezawards/

Hospital Foundation, Boy
Scouts of America, the Denver
Police Foundation and the
Fisher DeBerry Foundation.
Jerry served as chairman, president, and CEO of the
Colorado Rockies from 1993 to
2006.
Tickets for the event are $125
per person. A number of sponsorship opportunities, ranging
from $1,000-$25,000, are also
available. Information is available by calling Jennie Marquez
at 303-295-9470 Ext. 104.

Missionary priest served in Denver
BY JOHN GLEASON

Fathers, according to Father
Thomas McCormick, a friend of
A Bethlehem Father who Father Weber for many years.
helped organize the first mis“The order maintained their
sionary teams from the Denver motherhouse at 17th and Holly
Archdiocese to Monteria, Street in Denver,” Father
Columbia, died in his homeland McCormick said, “but many of
last month.
the priests lived in the
Bethlehem Father
parishes they worked
Martin Weber died Aug.
in. Father Weber spent
8 in Switzerland. He
much of his time here
was 93.
at St. James Parish.”
Born
in
Arth,
Father Weber was
Switzerland, on Jan. 2,
also instrumental in or1917, Father Weber was
ganizing the first archordained a priest of the
diocesan missionary
FATHER
Foreign
Missions
MARTIN WEBER teams that went to
Society of Bethlehem in
Columbia, according to
Immensee, Switzerland, on director of priest personnel,
March 25, 1945.
Msgr. Bernard Schmitz.
His first assignment was
“He went to Columbia to find
teaching language studies in a place for the mission and disCape Town, South Africa. Other covered Monteria,” he said. “He
assignments included serving as was dedicated and a hard workassistant pastor at St. Elizabeth er but at the same time unpreChurch in Gwelo, and as school tentious.”
superintendent of Blessed
Father Weber was known as a
Trinity School in Triashill and pleasant and humble man, the
Silveira School in Bikita, all in monsignor said.
Rhodesia.
“I used to call him 45 because
Father Weber worked as a he was so into whatever he was
missionary
in
Rhodesia doing, he would walk around at
throughout the 1950s before ar- a 45-degree angle,” Father
riving in Denver to take over as McCormick said. “He was very
superior of the Bethlehem much concerned for the mis-

sionary Church. The influence
of his 20 years in missionary
work in Rhodesia just exuded
from his personality and everything he did.
“He was a wonderful man,” he
said, “and a wonderful priest.”
While in Colorado, Father
Weber was also active in the
marriage encounter ministry in
the Archdiocese of Denver.
Mary Sue Ribblet, who worked
closely with Father Weber, said it
was a ministry with which he
was very much in tune.
“He was outgoing,” she said,
“a kind and loving priest who
travelled all over Colorado and
Wyoming to help strengthen
peoples’ marriages. Couples
would come away talking about
how not only their marriages,
but their faith became stronger
because of the Encounter weekends Father Weber led.”
In 2003 Father Weber returned
to his native Switzerland to continue parish work until he returned to the care unit of the
Bethlehem Mother House in
2007.
A memorial Mass will be celebrated for Father Weber at 6 p.m.
Oct. 20 at Mother of God
Church, 475 Logan St. in Denver.

Stories

every second for the next 700
years to get to a billion.
“The idea behind the name is
that all Catholics have a
story…and now is the time to
begin sharing those stories
with the world’s digital continent.”

From Page 2
when he drives (not bikes)
cross-country gathering more
stories at Fellowship of
Catholic University Students

(FOCUS) conferences.
When asked if he hopes to literally collect 1 billion stories,
the figure corresponding to the
estimated number of Catholics
on the planet, he replied:
“Someone did the math: I’d
have to upload a new video
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Events for Respect Life month aspire to inform, motivate
BY JULIE FILBY

October is Respect Life
month as designated by the U.S.
bishops. Throughout the month
Catholics will call attention to
human life issues at liturgies,
prayers vigils, and other special
events such as conferences and
lectures.
“The mission of Respect Life
month is to make life issues as
visible as we can, in as many
ways as possible, to ‘the people
in the pews,’” said Mimi
Eckstein, director of the Respect
Life Office for the Denver
Archdiocese.
Life issues addressed by the
Church today include abortion,
human sexuality, infertility procedures, cloning, stem-cell research, euthanasia and the
death penalty.
“The reality (of attacks on life
issues) is tough. We need to be
reminded of tough things, and
jar our conscience,” Eckstein
said. “Bringing forth these issues
makes people become more
aware, and they can become
more involved.”
Events sponsored by the
Denver Archdiocese will include
the annual Gospel of Life conference on Oct. 2, the annual
Respect Life Mass at the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception on Oct.
30 (formerly celebrated in
January on the Roe v. Wade anniversary), a pro-life prayer vigil
at Planned Parenthood on Oct.
30, and a Nov. 11 lecture by
Robert George, author of the
Manhattan Declaration, which
140 Christian leaders signed last
November pledging to protect
the sanctity of life.
The theme of this year’s
Gospel of Life Conference is
“Courage and Conscience: The
Urgency of a Pro-Life Witness in
Changing the World.” Eckstein
explained the theme was select-

GOSPEL OF LIFE
CONFERENCE
When: 8
a.m.-2:30
p.m., Oct. 2

RICHARD M.
DOERFLINGER

Where:
JPII Center
campus,
1300 S.
Steele St.,
Denver

Keynote
speaker: Richard Doerflinger, associate director of the
Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
for the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops
Cost: $20
Deadline: Sept. 28
Mail registration to: Respect
Life Office, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver 80210
Questions: 303-715-3205 or
email RespectLife.Office@arch
den.org

ed to be a strong and meaningful message to Catholics in a
midterm election year.
“It’s a good time for people to
hear the pro-life perspective on
issues before going to the voting
booth,” she said. “Courage is
needed to be pro-life—it’s a constant prayer to be courageous
because you have to speak up
when you don’t really want to,
and when it’s difficult.”
Richard Doerflinger, associate
director of the Secretariat of ProLife Activities for the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops,
will deliver two keynote addresses: “Where are we today in the
social arena on the life issues?
What are the victories and what
are the ongoing battles” and “A
look at health-care reform and
Catholic values: abortion, conscience clause and immigration.”

“Richard is the most knowledgeable person in the country
(on life issues),” said Eckstein.
“Everything flows through him,
nationally, so he offers invaluable insight.”
New this year, the conference
will offer breakout sessions, in
addition to the keynote talks.
Breakout sessions will be conducted in English and Spanish.
Speakers include Father Jorge
Rodriguez, vice rector and professor of sacred theology at St.
John Vianney Theological
Seminary; Christian Brugger, associate professor of moral theology at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary; Luis Soto,
director of Hispanic ministry for
the archdiocese; Jennifer Kraska,
executive director of the
Colorado Catholic Conference;
and Sean Dalton, regional west
director of Fellowship of
Catholic University Students.
Session topics will address
pertinent legislation, morality
and conscience, and relativism.
Breakouts are designed to be interactive and encourage dialogue and questions in a smaller
group setting.
The conference will open at 8
a.m. with Mass celebrated by
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M., Cap., at Christ the King
Chapel at the John Paul II
Center, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver. Mass will be followed by
breakfast, and opening remarks
by
Archbishop
Chaput.
Keynotes and workshops will be
held in nearby Bonfils Hall. A
registration fee of $20 includes
breakfast, lunch and materials.
To register, contact the
Respect Life Office at 303-7153205
or
e-mail
RespectLife.Office@archden.org
by Sept. 28. Everyone is invited
and walk-ins are welcome.
See accompanying sidebar for
more events during Respect Life
month.

RESPECT LIFE MONTH EVENTS
Pro-life Prayer Vigil
When: 9:30 a.m., Oct. 30
Where: Planned Parenthood, 7155 E. 38th Ave., Denver
Led by: Auxiliary Bishop James D. Conley
Respect Life Mass
When: noon, Oct. 30
Where: Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver
Celebrants: Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M., Cap and
Auxiliary Bishop James D. Conley
Awards: Pro-Vitae (Pro Life) Award and Respect Life Essay
Contest winners will be recognized
New this year: Ministries from the full spectrum of life issues,
from conception to natural death, will be recognized
Lecture
Title: Political Obligations, Conscience and Human Life
Speaker: Robert George, Princeton professor and Manhattan
Declaration author
When: 7 p.m., Nov. 11
Where: Bonfils Hall, JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver
More details: future issue of Denver Catholic Register and at
www.archden.org

14 l
ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Come Be Part: of Adoration and
praying of rosary before Mass at
Holy Rosary Parish, 4688 Pearl St.,
Denver.
Adoration: 5 p.m.
Mass: 5:30 p.m.
Tridentine Latin Mass: celebrated
every Sunday at Holy Family
Church, 4380 Utica St., Denver.
Sundays: 11 a.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Courage: a spiritual support group
for men and women desiring to
lead a chaste Christian life.
Anonymity assured. Call Father Dan
Norick, 720-434-2638.
YACHT Club: social network for
Catholic young adults has events
coming up in September. Find out
more online at www.denveryachtclub.webs.com.
Sept. 25: Oktoberfest
MUMS: Mothers Uplifting Mothers
Spirits meets Thursdays at St. John
the Baptist Church, 323 Collyer St.,
Longmont. Call 303-651-7605 for
details.
Sept. 16
New Girls Club Forming: for 5th and
6th grade girls at St. Francis of
Assisi Parish, 2410 Trade Centre
Ave., Longmont. Call 303-827-3180
for more information.
Sept. 16: 4 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Tour Mount Olivet Cemetery: 12801
W. 44th Ave., Wheat Ridge.
Sponsored by Office of Liturgy and
Office of Cemeteries and
Mortuaries. Call 303-715-3221 for
more information.
Sept. 18: 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Machebeuf 5K Fun Run: at Bishop
Machebeuf High School, 458 Uinta
Way, Denver. Registration $25
adults, $15 for kids, which includes
BBQ lunch. Go online to www.
active.com
for registration form.
Sept. 19: 10 a.m.
CLAY: Catholic Life and You welcomes
Father Armando Elkhoury, speaking
on Maronite tradition in Catholic
Church at monthly CLAY meeting at
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St., Denver.
Sept. 19: 8 p.m.
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Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Free Tour: for anyone who wishes
more information about volunteering at Loyola Grade School, 2350
Gaylord St., Denver. Call Seeds of
Hope office for tour information,
303-715-3186.
Sept. 23: 1:30 p.m.
Attention Graduates: of Cathedral
High School, 1970. Your 40-year reunion will be celebrated with a
Colorado Rockies game and dinner
at Johnny Carino’s Restaurant in
Lakewood. For address and cost email Cathedral70@q.com.
Sept. 24: Rockies Game 6:10 p.m.
Sept. 25: dinner 6 p.m.- 10 p.m.
Friends Of The Poor 5K Walk: to
benefit St. Vincent de Paul Society,
to be held at Machebuef High
School, 458 Uinta St., Denver. No
registration fee but donations will
be accepted. Come for food, fun
and fellowship.
Sept. 25: 8 a.m.
5K Walk ‘N Roll ‘N Run: to benefit
Bessie’s Hope, providing nursing
home and assisted living assistance. Walk to be held at Sloan’s
Lake, 17th & Utica St., Denver.
Registration information available
online at www.bessieshope.org.
Sept. 25: 9 a.m.
5th Annual Bocce Ball Tournament:
to benefit Holy Family High School
will be held at school, 5195 W. 144th
Ave., Broomfield. Call 303-410-1411
Ext. 1129 for registration information.
Sept. 25: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Come Be Part: of the annual
Oktoberfest at Guardian Angels
Parish, 14179 Weld County Rd.,
Mead. German food, drink and
music. Call 970-535-0721 for more
information.
Oct. 2: 4 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Southeast Singles Sock Hop: for singles over 40 to be held at Blessed
Sacrament Gym, 4900 E. Montview
Blvd., Denver. Admission $15 which
includes food and beverages.
Oct. 2: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.

Fine Art Show: at St. Martin de
Porres Church, 3300 Table Mesa
Dr., Boulder. Call 303-499-7744 for
more information.
Oct 9: 11:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Oct 10: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Annual Jamboree: to benefit St.
Louis Parish, 3301 S. Sherman St.,
Englewood. Games, car show,
spaghetti dinner and auctions. Call
303-762-8307 for ticket information.
Oct. 10: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Make Plans Now: to attend the
Archbishop José H. Gomez Awards
Gala at the Sheraton Hotel, 1550
Court Place, Denver. Tickets are
$125 per person and table sponsorship are available. Call 303-2959470 Ext. 104 for more information.
Oct. 14: 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Indian Summer: singles dance to be
held at Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church, 11385 Grant Dr.,
Northglenn. Admission $15. Call
303-371-7923 for details.
Oct. 16: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Annual Dinner: to benefit Father
Woody’s Haven of Hope will be held
at Sons of Italy Lodge, 5925 W.
32nd Ave., Denver. Call 303-5505788 for ticket information.
Oct. 21: 6 p.m.
Annual Pre-Holiday: craft and home
decor sale to be held at St. Theresa
Church, 141 5th St., Frederick.
Proceeds to benefit parish building
fund.
Oct. 22: 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Oct. 23: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Seeds Of Hope Charitable Trust: annual Evening of Hope to be held at
the Grand Hyatt Denver, 1750
Welton St., Denver. Dinner, auction
and John O’Leary will be keynote
speaker. Call 303-715-3186 for ticket information.
Nov. 19: 5:30 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
EnCOURAGE: support group for parents of children with homosexual
tendencies. Call Father Dan Norick,
720-434-2638.
Sacred Heart Jesuit Retreat House:
in Sedalia, Colo. offers a wide variety of retreats for individuals, families and groups. Come spend a
weekend of prayer in this site in
the scenic foothills. Complete information is available at their website, www.sacredheartretreat.org.
Introduction: to contemplative
Franciscan prayer at St. Patrick's
Mission Church, 3325 Pecos. All
are welcome. A meal will proceed
the event.
Sept. 14: meal 5 p.m.
seminar 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Free Lecture: on renewing our liturgical mystery at St. John Francis Regis
Chapel, 3333 Regis Blvd., Denver. J.
Glenn Murray guest lecturer. Reserve
your place by calling 303-458-4153.
Sept. 16: 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Drawing Your Spiritual Container: a
contemplative art retreat will be
held at Abbey of St. Walburga, 1029
Benedictine Way in Virginia Dale,
Colo. Cost of the three-day retreat
is $200 which includes art sessions
and meals. Call 970-472-0612 for
registration information.
Sept. 17 - 19
Learn God’s Plan: for you and your
finances at Crown Money Map, to
be held at Spirit of Christ, 7400 W.
80th Ave., Arvada. Cost is $35
which includes lunch. Babysittng
provided. Call 720-224-5854 for
more information.
Sept. 18: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Gabriel Project Training: being conducted over two Saturdays at JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Cost is $40 for both days. Call 303715-3205 to register.
Sept. 18 and Sept. 25
A Practical Guide: to praying with
Scripture conducted by Father
Timothy Gallagher OMV at St. Mary
Parish, 6853 S. Prince St., Littleton.
Freewill offering accepted. More
information at www.stmary
littleton.org.
Sept. 20-23: 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Sacred Music History Conference:
to be held at Our Lady of Mount

Carmel parish hall, 5612 S. Hickory
Circle, Littleton. Call 303-358-0776
for more information.
Sept. 20: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Life In The Spirit: seminar to be
held at Light of the World Church,
10316 W. Bowles Ave., Littleton.
Cost is $15 a person, $20 a couple
which includes lunch and materials.
Call 303-973-2000 to register.
Sept. 24: 7 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Sept. 25: 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Come Discover Your Gifts: at the
Called And Gifted Workshop at Holy
Ghost Church, 1900 California St.,
Denver. No fee, but free will offerings are accepted. Call 303-2921556 Ext. 22.
Sept. 24 - 25
Hear Conversion Stories: of two former Episcopal priests at
“Evangelization 101: Crossing the
Tiber”, at JPII Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Call 303-7153107 for details.
Sept. 29: 7 p.m.
Come Hear: author Brian Gail speak
on renewal of the Catholic family
and renewal of culture at Bonfils
Hall, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Lecture is free. Call 303-715-3160
for more information.
Oct. 6: 7 p.m.
Courage & Conscience: is the
theme of this year’s Gospel of Life
Conference at Bonfils Hall at JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Guest speaker will be Richard
Doerflinger. Call 303-715-3205 for
registration information.
Oct. 2: 8 a.m.
Become An Elder-Not Older: during
22-week course on Spiritual
Eldering conducted by Sister
Macrina Scott, OSF at 915 E. 9th
Ave., Denver. Cost is $250 for
course, deadline to register is Oct.
1. Call 303-756-3083 for details.
Oct. 13: Classes begin
Catholic Women’s Conference: to
be held at St. Thomas More Church,
8035 S. Quebec St., Centennial.
Cost is $135 per adult $99 for teen.
Call 303-715-3224 for registration
information.
Oct. 15-16
Spiritual Retreat: for all Knights of
Columbus at Sacred Heart Retreat
Center in Sedalia, Colo. Call 303-9795619 for information and reservations.
Oct. 29 - 31

St. Mary’s Harvest Festival set Sept. 19

The 2010 Harvest Festival
to benefit St. Mary Parish and
school in Littleton will be
held from 1 p.m.-7 p.m. Sept.
19 at the school, 6853 S.
Prince St. The festival includes carnival style games
and booths, including giant
hamster balls, bingo, face
painting, pony rides and a

mechanical bull. Return to
the 1950s with retro-style
games like pie throwing, hula
hoop, tug-o-war and pie-eating contests. Add to this firstclass entertainment and delicious food for kids of all ages
and you have a super-size
helping of family-friendly entertainment. Tickets are $25

per adult, $15 for kids and are
available online at blacktiecolorado.com/rsvp and enter
the event code: harvestfest.
For more information, call
303-798-8506.
ATTENDEES enjoy a horsedrawn ride at last year’s
Harvest Festival.
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Frequently Asked Questions about the Honoring first responders
Register’s new carrier delivery program
BY DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER

Q: I don’t subscribe to the
Denver Post. Will the Denver
Catholic Register still be delivered to me through carrier
home delivery?

A: Yes. Even if you don’t receive The Denver Post, the
Denver Catholic Register will
be delivered by carriers to
homes within eight counties,
specifically including 109 zip
codes
within
Denver,
Arapahoe, Adams, Jefferson,
Boulder, Broomfield, Larimer
and Douglas counties. To see a
list of the zip codes that are
within the carrier home delivery area, visit the “Please
Note” icon at www.Denver
CatholicRegister.org.

carrier’s access to the apartment building. If you do not
receive your Register at your
apartment door, please ask
your apartment manager
where newspaper deliveries
are typically made in your
building.
Q: Currently the Register
goes to my Post Office box.
Will my newspaper continue
to be mailed?
A: Yes. The Register will continue to be mailed to Post
Office boxes. If you live in one
of the above zip codes and
wish to have the Register delivered to your home via carrier, please contact the
Register’s circulation department by phone at 303-7224687 or by e-mail at circula
tion@archden.org.

Q: If I live in an apartment,
where will the Register be delivered?

Q: I live in a rural area. How
will I receive my paper?

A: The standard newspaper
delivery location for apartments is in front of the subscriber’s door. However, this
may vary depending on the

A: Currently those in rural
areas will continue to receive
the newspaper in the mail.
The Register staff will be working with pastors in the areas

not covered by carrier delivery
to establish an effective parish
delivery system in order to reduce the number of newspapers that are mailed.
Q: How do I stop delivery
when I go on vacation?
A: To stop the carrier home
delivery for the Register,
please contact the Register’s
circulation department at
303-722-4687 or by e-mail at
circulation@archden.org. The
Denver Post does not manage
the Register’s subscriber list,
so when The Denver Post is
stopped for your vacation,
you must still also call the
Register.
Q: Who do I call for changes
to my subscription or for inquiries about the newspaper?
A: If you have any questions
or have to change your subscription, please contact the
Denver Catholic Register, by
phone at 303-722-4687 or by
e-mail at circulation@arch
den.org.
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AUXILIARY BISHOP James Conley gives a blessing to law enforcement personnel during the annual Blue Mass held at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception on Saturday,
the ninth anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks.
On the ninth anniversary of Department, was the homilist. A
the 9/11 terrorist attacks in New police chaplain for the last six
York City; Shanksville, Pa., and years, Father McGrath said it’s an
on the Pentagon just outside honor to be journeying with
Washington, faithful gathered at these men and women on the
the Cathedral Basilica of the vocation God has called them to.
“During the Mass I address
Immaculate Conception in
Denver for the annual Blue myself to the first responders and
compare them to the first reMass.
Auxiliary Bishop James D. sponders of Christ,” he told the
Conley was the main celebrant Denver Catholic Register. “The
of the afternoon liturgy, which disciples who stepped up and
regularly attracts several hun- came forward, not sure if they
dred first responders, including were worthy or even qualified to
police officers, firefighters and do what they were called to do.”
Father McGrath said the fact
emergency response personnel.
Father Sean McGrath, pastor that the Mass was celebrated on
of St. Frances Cabrini Parish in the actual anniversary of 9/11
Littleton, and a police chaplain gave added meaning to this
with the Denver Police year’s event.

