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Burial sites of famous, saintly on Mount Olivet tour
BY JOHN GLEASON
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CVV opens
second house
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SUICIDE
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warning signs,
get help
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Catholics
of
northern
Colorado are invited to delve
into history when Mount Olivet
Cemetery conducts a tour of the
grounds on Sept. 25.
It will be an opportunity to
stroll around the 118-year-old
cemetery on an interactive tour
and
see
where
famous
Coloradans are buried. The tour
is being sponsored by the
Archdiocese of Denver Office of
Liturgy and Archives, and
Mount Olivet Cemetery.
Mike Wright, Director of Mount
Olivet and the Archdiocesan
Mortuary, said the two-hour tour
should be fun whether one is easily able to walk or not.
“We’ll be conducting a walking tour,” he said, “but for those
who may not be able to walk,
we’ll have a driving aspect to it.
Among the sites people will see
will be the cathedral-inspired
Reed Mausoleum and the
Gallagher Chapel, where the
past bishops and archbishops of
the archdiocese are buried.”
The grounds of what eventually became the cemetery were
acquired by Bishop Joseph
Machebeuf in 1860, who then
leased the land out to farmers.
Upon his death in 1889, the land
was donated to the diocese and
in 1892 Bishop Nicholas Matz
formally established Mount
Olivet Cemetery. From that
time, more than 120,000 people
have been buried there.
In the early days the Union
Pacific Railroad would have
daily trains from Denver to the
cemetery bringing out the casket and the mourners, accord-
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GALLAGHER CHAPEL, where the past bishops and archbishops of the archdiocese are buried, will be
included on the Mount Olivet Cemetery tour Sept. 25. The mausoleum, above, holds the tombs of
Bishop Joseph P. Machebeuf, pioneer prelate of Colorado, and his successors.
ing to Wright.
“You have to remember at
that time, the cemetery was
considered to be a long distance
from the city,” he said. “The
train would stop and the casket
offloaded onto a funeral bier
pulled by horses, which took the
body to the gravesite where the
priest would conduct the burial.
Afterward, the party would have
lunch then board the train for
the return trip to Denver.”
For decades people would
travel to Mount Olivet, not only

THE GOOD NEWS ON YOUTH

for the purpose of visiting loved
ones, but as a social outing as
well. On Memorial Day it wasn’t
unusual for people to spend
hours at the cemetery, taking
care of graves and talking with
people who they might not see
but once a year.
In 1992
Cemetery
Chaplain
Msgr.
Harley Schmitt, in writing about
the history of Mount Olivet
wrote, “Bishop ( J. Henry)
Tihen…urged people to visit the
cemetery often to bring their

See Tour, Page 3

MOUNT OLIVET
TOUR
What: cemetery tour
Date: 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sept.
25
Where: 12801 W. 44th Ave.,
Wheat Ridge
Bring: Lunch. Bverages and
desserts will be provided.
RSVP: 303-715-3221 or online
at liturgy.office@archden.org

THE SAINTS: ST. PETER CLAVER

Parents, be wary of ‘sex
education’
PAGE 8

THE BOOK “Raising Pure Teens” gives
parents tips to protect their teen’s
innocence.

1580 - 1654 / Feast - Sept. 9
This Spanish-born saint of the slave trade entered
the Society of Jesus in 1601. After studies in
Barcelona and on Mallorca, where the Jesuit porter,
Alphonsus Rodriguez, urged him to go to the New
World, Peter went to South America in 1610 and was
the first Jesuit ordained in Cartagena, Colombia, a
port of entry for West African slaves. Peter ministered to this desolate human cargo aboard the ships and ashore before
they were sold, feeding, comforting and baptizing, by his own count,
© 2006 CNS
300,000 slaves. He and St. Alphonsus were canonized in 1888.
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CVV increases volunteers,
opens second house
BY JULIE FILBY

CNS PHOTO/MAX ROSSI, REUTERS

POPE BENEDICT XVI waves during his weekly general audience at
his summer residence in Castel Gandolfo, Italy, Sept. 1.

Decision to follow Christ requires
support from others, pope says
BY CAROL GLATZ

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—The decision to follow Christ is not an
easy one to make, so young people
should look for support from the
Christian community and the
Church, Pope Benedict XVI said in
his message for World Youth Day
2011.
“Do not believe those who tell
you that you don’t need others to
build up your life! Find support in
the faith of those who are dear to
you, in the faith of the Church,” the
pope wrote in his message, released Sept. 3.
Pope Benedict called on all
young people, even those who are
no longer active members of the
Church as well as nonbelievers, to
attend the World Youth Day celebrations in Madrid Aug. 16-21,
2011. He said the international
gathering offers people a powerful
experience of Jesus Christ and his
love for everyone.
“The decision to believe in Jesus
Christ and to follow him is not an
easy one. It is hindered by our personal failures and by the many
voices that point us toward easier
paths,” he said.
The pope urged youths to not be
discouraged and to look for the
support of the Christian community and the Church.
The theme of World Youth Day
2011 is: “Planted and built up in
Jesus Christ, firm in the faith.”
The pope struck a very personal
tone in his written message, relaying some of his own dreams and
worries from his youth.
When they were young, he said
he and his friends “were not willing
to settle for a conventional middleclass life.”
Growing up during the Nazi dictatorship and the Second World
War definitely contributed to their
youthful ambitions of breaking free
from the reigning power structures
and to “experience the whole range
of human possibilities,” he said.
But it is also true that a love for
life and the urge to experience and
achieve something great are present in every generation, he said.
Pope Benedict said “the desire
for a more meaningful life is a sign
that God created us and that we
bear his ‘imprint.’”
He urged young people to
strengthen their faith in God, who

Colorado Vincentian Volunteers
have established a second community home, increasing their
number of volunteers that serve
local agencies from 12 to 20.
CVV is a group of men and
women, age 22 to 30, who live together for one year while working
full-time at nonprofit and charitable organizations. Since forming in
1994, the volunteers have resided
in the Capital Hill neighborhood at
1732 Pearl St.
In July they finalized a rental
agreement on a second house, just
two blocks away, at 1544 Pearl St.
CVV founders and directors, Bill
and Mary Frances Jaster, became
aware of the property on their daily
commute.
“We knew (the house) was
empty, because we’d drive by it all
the time,” Bill said. “They’d been
trying to sell the property for twoand-a-half years.”
The home is owned by
Archdiocesan Housing, an affiliate
of Catholic Charities. Originally
built as a duplex in the 1900s, it
served as their administrative offices until 2007 when they moved
to Charities’ new headquarters at
4045 Pecos St.
CVV converted the space back
into a home accommodating 10
residents, by adding a shower, two
hot water tanks, and a back screen
door. The house has 10 bedrooms,
a large dining room, living room,
kitchen and chapel. The bulk of the
furniture was donated by the
Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth,
also a Vincentian community,
when they closed their convent at
Denver’s Annunciation Parish earlier this summer.
“It really does look like a home,”
said Mary Frances. “The Denver
community and our board of directors really came together to
transform it and get it furnished.”
While the second house allows
CVV to provide extra help to agencies in need, it also provides additional opportunities for young
adults.
“There’s an increased interest in
young people to serve,” said Mary

is the source of life, love, joy and
peace.
Believing in God is especially difficult in cultures that choose to reject or marginalize God’s place in
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR
the world and try to “create a paraCVV volunteers pose outside the community home at 1544 Pearl St. in
dise without him” here on earth, he
Denver. For one year the volunteers live together and serve nonprofits.
said.
“Yet experience tells us that a
Frances, who is also on the
world without God becomes a
Catholic Volunteer Network board.
COLORADO
‘hell’: filled with selfishness, broken
“It’s an opportunity for young peoVINCENTIAN
families, hatred between individuple to recognize they have someals and nations and a great deficit
VOLUNTEERS
thing to offer, and that the people
of love, joy and hope,” he said.
they serve have something huge to
Many young people today lack
Online: www.covivo.org
offer them.
solid values and stable points of
Call: 303-863-8141
“They go out to ‘change the
reference upon which they can
world,’” she said. “But really they
E-mail: cvv@covivo.org
build their lives, establish a strong
change their own lives.”
sense of security and make the
Volunteer Danny Walsh, 23, sion is to live in solidarity with the
right choices in life, he said.
from the Denver suburb of Lone poor. Volunteers were made acuteAs St. Paul urged the Colossians,
Tree and graduate of Creighton ly aware of poverty in the area their
people need to be rooted in Jesus,
University, is working at the St. first night in the new house.
“built upon him, and established
“A homeless man had made our
Frances Center, a homeless day
in the faith as you were taught,” the
handicap ramp his bed,” exshelter downtown.
pope said.
volunteer
Chelsea
“Adding more volunteers illus- plained
Putting down roots means to
trates the growing injustice of Clearman, 22, a graduate of
trust in God and building upon
homelessness and poverty in the Bradley University from East
him means accepting God’s call
area,” he said. “On the other hand, Moline, Ill., working at Sacred
and putting his words into pracit also displays the passion and de- Heart House shelter for women
tice, he said.
sire of our nation’s 22- to 30-year- and children. “He was sleeping
The pope said he knew from
olds to serve others and work to- next to a bottle of vodka, and a cirearly on that God wanted him to be
cle of vomit.
wards justice.”
a priest, but after the war and while
“We were scared at first…but reAccording to a January 2010 surpursuing his seminary studies, “I
vey
“American
Millennials: alized if we aren’t comfortable with
had to recapture that certainty.”
Generations Apart” commis- the homeless sleeping outside our
He said he needed to reevaluate
sioned by the Knights of house, how can we commit a year
his true path in life, to understand
Columbus, American Catholic of our life reaching out to them?”
if the priesthood really was God’s
This year CVV placed the 20 new
adults under 30 share the commitplan for him and if he would be
ment of older generations when it volunteers with 21 agencies,
able to be faithful and completely
comes to philanthropy and volun- though they received requests
at God’s service.
from 35. In their 16-year history,
teerism.
A “certain struggle” to under“It’s sad we have a growing prob- CVV has served 55 programs instand one’s vocation is normal, he
lem, but it also creates opportuni- cluding emergency assistance
said. He said by listening to God
ties to compassionately serve with centers, homeless shelters, health
and walking with him, he concludservices, schools, childcare proothers,” Walsh said.
ed that the priesthood was the
One goal of the Vincentian mis- grams, and senior service centers.
right path for him because the
Lord wanted him and would give
NOTICE
him the strength he needed.
“What counts is not the fulfill- Here’s a reminder that most subscribers will start receiving the Denver Catholic Register at their homes
ment of my desires, but of his will. via carrier rather than by mail beginning Sept. 15. For more information, read our ad on Page 7. If you
In this way life becomes authen- have questions, visit www.DenverCatholicRegister.org or call 303-715-3215.
tic,” he said.
People are constantly being seD E N V E R C AT H O L I C R EG I S T E R
duced into thinking there are easiPublished by the Archdiocese of Denver, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210
er choices and an easier way of life,
he told young people, “but you
Denver Catholic Register (USPS 557-020) is published weekly except the last week of
December and the first week of January and in June, July and August, when it goes bi-weekly.
yourselves know that these are ultiGeneral Manager
The Register is published by the Archdiocese of Denver, 1300 S. Steele Street, Denver, CO 80210,
mately deceptive and cannot bring
Jeanette DeMelo
and printed by Signature Offset in Colorado Springs. Periodical postage paid in Denver, CO.
serenity and joy.”
Editor
Subscriptions: $25 a year in Colorado; $32 per year out of state. Foreign countries: $29 surOnly God can show the way and
Roxanne King
face, all countries, 6-8 weeks for delivery; $135 air, all other countries (average). Mexico, $48
he will walk with his children and
air; Canada, $55 air. Postmaster: Send address changes to: Denver Catholic Register,
Ad Manager
sustain them, helping them face
Circulation Dept., 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210.
Chad Andrzejewski
the difficulties and disappointMain number: 303-715-3215; Circulation: 303-715-3211.
ments in life, he said.
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Preventing suicide: Recognize warning signs, get help
Sept. 5-11 is National
Suicide Prevention Week
BY JULIE FILBY

In an effort to end their pain, suicide victims end their lives. Following this premature death of a loved one, family and
friends may find themselves asking: How
did I miss the warning signs? What could I
have done to prevent this tragedy?
Sept. 5-11 is National Suicide Prevention
Week, surrounding World Suicide
Prevention Day Sept. 10. The week is designated to raise awareness about suicide
prevention, and call on communities to
help by sharing information and resources, and taking action.

Impact of suicide
Suicide affects people of all ages, races,
ethnicities, genders, religions and economic backgrounds. The World Health
Organization estimates about 1 million
people take their own life each year.
In the United States, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention reported
more than 33,000 suicides in 2006.
Approximately 865,000 Americans are
known to attempt suicide each year.
Colorado consistently ranks in the top
10 nationally for suicide rates, most recently ranking ninth. In 2008, 801 individuals died by suicide in the state.

Share information and resources
Recognizing warning signs is a key component of prevention. Julie May, a counselor
at St. Mary’s Academy High School, has
worked with teenage girls whose friends, or
themselves, have considered suicide. In
Colorado, suicide is the second leading
cause of death among youth age 10-19.
“Outreach is so important—kids feel isolated as it is simply because they’re
teenagers,” May said. “Kids who are contemplating suicide want help. They want
to talk to somebody they can trust, someone that makes them feel safe.”
May previously coordinated a visit at St.
Mary’s by the Second Wind Fund, a nonprofit helping to supply mental health services for underinsured teens at risk for suicide. The presentation provided a forum to
talk about suicide and educate students on
the warning signs.
“School can provide an environment to
talk about it, to open the lines of communication,” she said.
When warning signs are detected, individuals should be referred to resources appropriate for their specific needs. Nationally,

Tour
From Page 1
picnic lunches and enjoy the quiet beauty as a park of inspiration.”
Mount Olivet Cemetery includes special sections for priests and sisters, pioneers, a section for infants and 10 mausoleums, including the St. Francis of
Assisi Mausoleum, which began construction earlier this year.
Many
Colorado Catholic families have three,
four and even five generations buried at
the cemetery. Among the many notables
are silver king Horace Tabor and his infamous wife Baby Doe; saintly ex-slave
Julia Greeley, Gov. William Gilpin, multi-

SUICIDE PREVENTION
RESOURCES
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
1-800-273-TALK (crisis hotline)
www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org
Catholic Charities
“Question, Persuade and Refer”
suicide prevention class for seniors
and health-care professionals
303-742-0828, Ext. 2046
www.ccdenver.org
National Alliance on Mental Illness
303 321-3104
www.namicolorado.org
The Second Wind Fund
303.988.5870
www.thesecondwindfund.org

the elderly make up 12.6 percent of the population, but comprise 15.7 percent of all suicides. Men age 75 and older have the highest
suicide rate in Colorado.
Older individuals often have emotional,
psychological and social issues different
from adolescents and adults, such as: loss of
family, friends and work; medical problems
associated with ageing; cognitive decline;
reemergence of past mental health issues;
and dealing with end-of-life issues.
To serve the elderly there are geriatric psychiatric units at the Medical Center of
Aurora North, the Haven Behavioral Senior
Care of North Denver in Thornton, and a 14bed unit opened at Denver’s Porter Hospital
last July.
“A distinct unit for seniors allows for improved care and outcomes,” said Jack Finn,
registered nurse and clinical coordinator of
Porter’s program. “Mixing frail elderly patients with sometimes aggressive younger
patients has the potential for creating fear
rather than trust.”

Action
According to a 2009 report from
Colorado Department of Health and
Environment’s
Office
of
Suicide
Prevention, individuals in a suicidal crisis
feel there may be no solution and “this
point in time is a critical intervention opportunity.”
While not every suicide can be prevented, it’s estimated in about three-fourths of
cases there was evidence the individual
was seriously planning to commit suicide.
When someone recognizes warning signs
(see accompanying list), they should be
taken seriously.

millionaire flour miller J.K. Mullen and
astronaut Jack Swigert.
Wright said no decision has been made
yet as to whether more tours will be
scheduled.
“We’re going to see how this first one
goes,” he said. “We want our guests to
focus on their spiritual resting place and
learn more about the history of Catholics
in Colorado.”
The Mount Olivet Cemetery walking
tour will take place from 9:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. Sept. 25 at the cemetery, 12801 W.
44th Ave. in Wheat Ridge. People are
asked to bring their own lunch, beverages
and desserts will be provided. R.S.V.P. to
the Office of Liturgy at 303-715-3221 or
online at liturgy.office@archden.org.

“If someone is talking about ending
their life, an evaluation by a licensed clinical professional is essential, the sooner the
better,” Finn explained. “Emergency
rooms can assess and determine the most
appropriate level of care for suicidal
thoughts, feelings and plans.”
Teens can be hesitant to report a friend
at risk out of fear or loyalty.
“If a friend makes statements alluding to
suicide, kids need to talk to a trusted
adult,” May said. “Even if they think they
can help, or said they’d keep it a secret.
“A true friend is willing to let that friend
be mad at them.”
Though some critics of social networking see outlets such as Facebook, MySpace
and Twitter as capable of tipping a vulnerable person toward suicide; they have also
been known to help by providing an instant, anonymous line of communication—or by making friends and family
aware of emotional struggles based on information shared by an individual online.
A Facebook search of “suicide prevention” produced 171 sites with thousands of
fans including nearly 40,000 people sharing on the American Foundation for
Suicide Prevention page.
For Catholic teaching on suicide, see
“Catechism of the Catholic Church” (22802283).
Other pertinent text from St. Augustine
can be found in “City of God” (book 1, chapter 20) and “Summa Theologiae” (II-II,
question 64, article 5).

WARNING SIGNS OF
SUICIDE
• Talking about suicide, death or no
reason to live
• Preoccupied with death and dying
• Withdrawing from family, friends or
social activities
• Having a recent severe loss (especially relationship) or threat of a significant loss
• Drastic changes in behavior
• Losing interest in hobbies, work or
school
• Making out a will or other final
arrangements
• Giving away prized possessions
• Attempted suicide before
• Taking unnecessary risks; being
reckless or impulsive
• Losing interest in personal appearance
• Increased use of alcohol or drugs
• Expressing a sense of hopelessness
• Faced with a situation of humiliation
or failure
• Faced with a disciplinary crisis
• Having a history of violence or hostility

Source: The Second Wind Fund
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Questions for candidates
in a crucial election
Given the degree to which American politics has deteriorated into
barrages of sound-bites, it may seem quixotic—perhaps even idiotic—to indulge my biennial habit of proposing Questions Candidates
Should Be Asked by Catholics serious about bringing moral reasoning
into the public square. Given the gravity of the issues that ought to be
discussed between now and Nov. 2, however, I’ll risk the charge of
being a fool and try to remember that “habit,” in classic moral theology, can be a synonym for “virtue.” And so the questions:
Marriage. Do the states or the Federal government, through legislation or the actions of their respective courts, have the inherent capacity to change the classic definition of marriage as the stable
union of a man and a women?
Fiscal Responsibility. Does the recent accumulation of national
debt at unprecedented rates and in staggering amounts constitute a
form of theft from future generations, thus suggesting a grave moral
dimension to what may be an impending fiscal Armageddon?
What sacrifices should today’s wage-earners, and today’s Social
Security and Medicare beneficiaries, be expected to make in order
to assure the nation’s fiscal solvency in the future? As a matter of
right-and-wrong, should Social Security and Medicare benefits be
means-tested? Is there a moral imperative to create public policies
that encourage personal retirement and health care savings accounts? In other words, how should public policy encourage a culture of responsibility, rather than a culture of entitlement, with regard to health care and retirement?
Health Care Reform. How do you resolve the tension between the
goal of universal health coverage, on the one hand, and an enormous concentration of economic and political power in the hands
of the national government, on the other? Should “reproductive
health” measures—meaning abortion-on-demand—be included in
the coverage guaranteed in the insurance-pools being formed
under Obamacare? What steps will you take to protect the conscience-rights of Catholic health care providers in the face of pressures to perform what they regard as immoral acts?
The Dangers of Hubris. How do you understand the law of unintended consequences in public policy? Take, for example, the politicization of Federal home-loan guarantees, which seems to have had
a lot to do with the mortgage crisis that triggered the 2008 financial
crisis, from whose effects we still suffer. Does the national government do something immoral, as well as something stupid, when it
manipulates markets in order to accelerate what it deems to be desirable social change?
Immigration Reform. In immigration policy, where would you
strike the moral balance between a generous extension of the traditional American practice of welcoming the stranger, and the imperative to uphold the rule of law by punishing offenders and rewarding those who play by the rules?
Religious Freedom. Is “religious freedom” to be understood primarily, or even solely, as freedom-of-worship? Does “religious freedom” as you understand it include the right of believers and religious institutions to bring their religiously-informed moral judgments to bear in our public life? What role should the defense and
promotion of religious freedom play in U.S. foreign policy?
Foreign Policy and National Security. What is the morally-appropriate response to an Iranian regime seeking nuclear weapons and
threatening to use them to hasten the advent of the messianic age,
as the Iranian leadership understands it?
Given that Iran and North Korea have ballistic missile capability
and weapons of mass destruction, and are governed by outlaw
regimes that regularly defy the “international community,” is missile
defense a moral imperative?
What is morally required of the United States when confronted
with genocides underway or imminent, as may be the case in
Sudan?
Where would you draw the moral line between aggressive interrogation techniques and torture? How would you codify that line in law?
Is the first use of military force ever morally justifiable?
The Big One. Over what issue of principle are you prepared to lose
the seat in the House or Senate that you seek?

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Sept. 12: 24th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Exodus 32:7-14
• Psalm 51
• 1 Timothy 1:12-17
• Luke 15:1-32
Overview: This week’s readings
focus on God’s unfathomable
mercy. They remind us, first of all,
to remember His mercy toward
us and to be thankful. Echoing St.
Paul’s words in the second reading, the Lord has “treated each
one of us mercifully” and showed
us “abundant grace, faith and
love.” The first reading is from the
episode at Mount Sinai when the
people of God, having grown impatient waiting for Moses to
come down from the mountain,
invented their own form of worship by making the golden calf. It
was an act of betrayal and infidelity that cried out for justice.
But God in his mercy relented.
Moses’ intercession for the peo-

ple on the mountain foreshadowed Christ on the cross who
prayed for those who crucified
him: “Father, forgive them for
they know not what they do!”
This week’s Gospel includes three
parables that illustrate each in its
own way the vast extent of God’s
mercy: the lost sheep; the lost
coin; and the prodigal son. The
first two parables accentuate the
divine initiative of a loving God
who will stop at nothing to seek
and save the lost. Read by itself,
the parable of the prodigal son
tends to focus on his actions and
his initiative in returning home.
Combined with the other two
parables, however, the focus
shifts to the Father who runs to
meet his wayward son “while he
was still a long way off.”
Key verse: “This man welcomes
sinners and eats with them” (Lk
15:2).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “Jesus invites sinners to
the table of the kingdom: ‘I came
not to call the righteous, but sinners.’ He invites them to that conversion without which one cannot enter the kingdom, but shows
them in word and deed his
Father’s boundless mercy for
them and the vast ‘joy in heaven

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
What? No quiz?
Please say it isn’t so—The
CateQuiz’em is going away? I
love The CateQuiz’em—it was
what I looked forward to the
most in the Denver Catholic
Register. Don’t get me wrong, I
enjoy all the other articles as
well, but I loved being able to
test myself on what I know and
from the readings every Sunday
at Mass. Isn’t there any way to
keep the quiz? Please, please,

please…please, please, PLEASE,
please, keep The CateQuiz’em!
Anita Moog
Denver
Editor’s note: The CateQuiz’em
has been one of the most popular features in the Denver
Catholic Register.
Unfortunately, the writer is no
longer creating them. We are
considering possible replacements.

over one sinner who repents.’ The
supreme proof of his love will be
the sacrifice of his own life ‘for the
forgiveness of sins’” (No. 545).
Pope Benedict XVI: “It is beautiful to think that on this day
throughout the world, wherever
the Christian community gathers
to celebrate the Sunday Eucharist,
the Good News of truth and salvation rings out: God is merciful love.
In our time, humanity needs a
strong proclamation and witness
of God’s mercy. After the tragic
events of 11 September 2001,
which darkened the dawn of the
third millennium, (John Paul II) invited Christians and people of
good will to believe that God’s
mercy is stronger than all evil, and
that only in the cross of Christ is
the world’s salvation found”
(Angelus, Sept. 16, 2007).
Life application: The Eucharist
makes present the redeeming and
merciful love of God. As the priest
elevates the consecrated bread
and wine, let your gaze dwell upon
the crucified and risen One who
intercedes for us at the right hand
of God: “Father, forgive them for
they know not what they do.” Now
more than ever the world needs to
hear the message of God’s love for
all people.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number. We
rely on our readers to recognize that the
opinions expressed in letters to the editor
are those of the author and are not
necessarily those of the Archdiocese of
Denver. Letters containing plainly
misstated facts, misinformation or libelous
statements will not be printed. Unsigned
letters will not be printed. Letters will be
edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-715-2045.
E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Sept. 9: Catholic Charities Fundraiser, Denver Athletic Club (7 a.m.); Presbyteral Council followed by College
of Consultors’ meeting, JPII Center (10 a.m.)
Sept. 10: Theology on Tap, “The Vocation of Christians in American Public Life,” Braun’s Bar & Grill, Denver
(8:30 p.m.)
Sept. 11: Mass and Archdiocesan Pastoral Council Meeting, JPII Center (8:30 a.m.); Vigil of Praise, St. John
Vianney Seminary Chapel (7 p.m.)
Sept. 12: Charismatic Conference Mass, Red Lion Inn, Aurora (11 a.m.); Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
Sept. 14: Committee of Vicars and Directors, JPII Center (9:30 a.m.); The Catholic Foundation Executive
Committee Meeting, JPII Center (3:30 p.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Sept. 9: Catholic Charities Fundraiser, Denver Athletic Club (7 a.m.); Presbyteral Council followed by College
of Consultors’ meeting, JPII Center (10 a.m.)
Sep. 10: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Sep.11: Mass and Archdiocesan Pastoral Council Meeting, JPII Center (8:30 a.m.); Blue Mass, Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (4:30 p.m.)
Sep. 12: Mass and confirmation, St. John the Evangelist Parish, Yuma (11 a.m.)
Sep. 13: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Msgr. Jorge De los Santos, appointed parochial vicar at St. John the Baptist Parish, Longmont, Colo., effective
Sept. 13, 2010. This is in addition to his current duties as vicar for Hispanic Ministry for the Archdiocese of Denver.
Msgr. Lawrence Sweeney granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately, until
his ministry in the archdiocese is completed.
Rev. Vincent Phung granted permission to undertake graduate studies at Catholic University, Washington, D.C., effective Oct. 6, 2010. He will be in residence at Holy Family Parish until studies commence.
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Nine men installed to acolyte ministry

PHOTO BY ROBERT LINN/DCR

MEN IN FORMATION for the permanent diaconate who were installed to the ministry of acolyte Aug. 22 pose with their director of formation, Deacon John Smith,
far left back, and Auxiliary Bishop James Conley.
On the morning of Aug. 22, Auxiliary Hahn and Steven Hinkle, all of Spirit of
Bishop James Conley installed nine men to Christ Parish in Arvada; David Berry of Holy
the ministry of acolyte. These men are in for- Cross in Thornton; Colin Coleman of the
mation to the order of deacon at St. Francis Community of the Beatitudes at St.
School of Theology for Deacons and are Catherine of Siena in Denver; Jerome Kraft
scheduled for ordination June 25, 2011. As of St. Joseph in Fort Collins; Christopher
acolytes, they assist deacons and priests at Phelps of the Diocese of Colorado Springs;
the altar and are a special minister of Christopher Pormrening of St. Michael the
Eucharist. The men who received the min- Archangel in Aurora and John Riviera of Our
istry of acolyte are: Matthew Archer, Charles Lady of the Valley in Windsor.
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Hurricane Earl weakens

CNS PHOTO/RICHARD CLEMENT, REUTERS

RAIN AND HIGH WINDS from Hurricane Earl hit Nags Head, N.C., Sept. 3. A weakened Hurricane Earl howled past North Carolina's Outer Banks on its way up the
East Coast, flooding parts of the narrow islands and knocking out power but staying farther offshore than feared.

BRIEFS
Mexican Catholics pray for
72 migrants found
massacred on ranch

MEXICO CITY (CNS)—Catholics in the
northeastern Mexican state of Tamaulipas
offered prayers for the 72 undocumented
migrants from Central and South America
whose bodies were discovered Aug. 24 in
what was possibly the largest mass slaying
since the country began cracking down on
drug cartels and organized crime. Father
Alan Camargo, spokesman for the Diocese
of Matamoros, said four priests in the municipality of San Fernando, where members
of the Mexican navy discovered the bodies
on a ranch, were offering pastoral support to
local residents. The residents, he added,
were gathering in private homes to pray. A
secretary who answered the phone at the
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in San
Fernando told Catholic News Service a Mass
for the victims would be celebrated Aug. 26.
An undocumented migrant from Ecuador,
who survived the massacre on a ranch near
San Fernando and alerted a navy patrol, said
the killings took place Aug. 24, the newspaper Reforma reported. He said the migrants—who were from Ecuador, Brazil, El
Salvador and Honduras and included 14

women—were kidnapped and executed
after being unable to pay extortion demands
and declining to join forces with a drug cartel formed by rogue soldiers known as Los
Zetas. The massacre once again highlighted
the enormous risks run by undocumented
migrants transiting the country in desperate
attempts to reach the United States.

Pakistani Catholic leaders
condemn attacks on Shiites

LAHORE, Pakistan (CNS)—Church leaders in Pakistan have condemned the triple
bombings that killed more than 30 people
and injured more than 200 at a Shiite religious ceremony in Lahore. The Asian
Church news agency UCA News reported
that Archbishop Lawrence Saldanha of
Lahore said the bombings, committed as
“thousands of flood victims await international support, (were) cowardly.” A banned
Taliban movement claimed responsibility
for two suicide bombings and one grenade
attack on Shiites marking the martyrdom of
Prophet Ali, one of Shiite Islam’s most respected holy men, Sept. 1. “Our purpose was
to avenge the murder of one of our leaders
murdered a year ago,” said Qari Hussain, the
movement’s leader. In a separate incident
the same day in Karachi, seven people were
injured when unidentified militants opened
fire on Shiite Muslims.
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Parents, be wary of ‘sex education’
BY CHRISTOPHER STEFANICK

Below is an adapted excerpt from
a book I co-authored with Jason
Evert, “Raising Pure Teens,” with
crucial information as children
start school. Beware that the content in this column is not appropriate for children.
Many parents assume that
classroom sex education exists to
help students avoid pregnancy
and STDs (sexually transmitted
diseases). However, most parents
would be horrified to learn the details of what is often being taught.
SIECUS (Sexuality Information
and Education Council of the
United States), Planned Parenthood, and Advocates for Youth are
dominant forces behind the materials in public school sex-education programs. SIECUS has trained
thousands of sex educators, and
recommends that 5- to 8-year-olds
be taught about masturbation and
9- to 12-year-olds instructed about
mutual masturbation and oral sex.

They even suggest that high school
students should be taught various
forms of sexual activity, such as the
use of pornography to enhance
sexual experiences alone or with a
partner.
The sex-ed curriculum Focus on
Kids is designed for children as
young as 9. The instructor’s guide
tells teachers: “Ask youth to brainstorm ways to be close. The list may
include holding hands, body massage, bathing together, masturbation, sensuous feeding, fantasizing,
watching erotic movies, reading
erotic books and magazines.” The
curriculum Becoming a Responsible Teen is designed for 14- to 18year-olds, and suggests that students make a trip to the grocery
store to examine the different kinds
of lubricants for condom use. One
might hope that these are obscure,
little-known programs but both of
them were promoted by the CDC
(Centers for Disease Control)!
Unbeknownst to many parents,
Planned Parenthood often sets up

shop in schools in order to teach
children their version of the birds
and the bees. In Dr. Miriam
Grossman’s book, “You’re Teaching
My Child What?” she outlines how
Planned Parenthood workers “‘instruct parents to tell 5-year-olds
about intercourse, though explaining orgasm can wait until he’s
finished kindergarten.’ And for
sadomasochism? Educators can
send teen girls to a website that
says, ‘Though it may seem painful,
those involved find the pleasure
outweighs the pain.’”
“Comprehensive” sex education
programs are sometimes veiled
under terms such as abstinence“plus” or abstinence-“based” in
order to make them appear as if
they promote chastity. However,
within these programs, abstinence
is often presented as merely a way
to prevent pregnancy and STDs. It
isn’t considered virtuous, nor is it
seen as an expected standard of
behavior for teens. It’s simply one
option among others. Meanwhile,
these programs are adamant in
promoting the idea that “unprotected sex” is irresponsible, while
“protected sex” is commonplace,
responsible, natural and even fulfilling.
These programs have virtually
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Strategies to Protect (or Restore)
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Publisher: Catholic Answers
(2010) $12.95
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com (with great bulk prices to help
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BOOK COVER
nothing to say about the problems
of casual sex, the merits of abstinence, or the connection of sex to
marriage, intimacy, relationships
and one’s emotional health (none
of which is inherently “religious”
content, despite the claims of the
opposition). Such curricula might
claim to be “morally neutral,” but
the crucial content they omit
makes them about as neutral as
hedonism and relativism.
Parents need to beware of anything titled “sex education,” “abstinence-plus (or based) education,”
“family life classes,” or even

“health classes.” And if Planned
Parenthood is active in your child’s
school, you can be assured that
what you’re teaching your child at
home about sex, love, and family
life is being systematically deconstructed.
If something raises a concern,
take action! Public schools are typically respectful of a parent’s religious beliefs. They don’t have
much of a choice in this regard because of the litigious nature of our
society. Ask to review the curriculum and all materials used, including books, recommended websites, videos, etc. Make sure they
match the values you teach your
child at home. You might end up
happily surprised, since some
schools have excellent abstinence
education programs. If the
school’s program does not meet
your expectations, do not hesitate
to pull your child out of class.
However, it isn’t enough to oppose their program and flee from
the curriculum. Be proactive, and
seek to replace it with something
that will benefit all of the students.
Do some research and meet with
the principal, health teacher or
school board, and propose an alternative curriculum. You might be
pleasantly surprised by the response of the administration. Many
times they are on the fence, wanting to do the right thing, and needing nothing more than a nudge in
the right direction and the resources to make it happen. Plenty
of research has been conducted to
prove the effectiveness of abstinence education, so make sure to
supply them with the evidence. See
the research library at www.chastity.com for more on this.
It’s safe to say that most parents
don’t want teachers filling their children’s minds with explicit sexual
images between math and science
classes. And polls show that “less
than 10 percent of parents support
the main values and messages of
comprehensive sex education programs.” But that means very little
because most parents fail to ask
questions, fail to protest, and fail to
opt out. As Edmund Burke is famously credited with saying, “All
that is necessary for the triumph of
evil is that good men do nothing.”
Don’t be afraid to act. It might
cost you some popularity with the
school board, your peers, or even
your own child, but with this much
at stake, it’s worth it.
Christopher Stefanick is director of Youth, Young Adult and
Campus Ministry for the Denver
Archdiocese.
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Priest Appreciation golf tourney draws 100 golfers
COLORADO SPRINGS—The inaugural Catholic Radio Network
Priests
and
Seminarians
Appreciation Day drew more than
100 golfers and 150 dinner attendees Aug. 9 at The Broadmoor
Country Club and St. Paul Church.
The event’s purpose was to
honor priests and seminarians of
the state’s three dioceses by providing an opportunity for them to
relax and be affirmed by the laity.
A scramble golf tournament
took place during the afternoon
at The Broadmoor’s West course
and was won by the foursome of
Jeff Dombrowski, Brandan Hines,
Timothy Stacey and Chris Watson
with a score of 61 (11 under par).
The longest drive award was given
to Tony Giarratano and the closest
to the pin award went to an anonymous golfer who listed himself as
“Padre Pio.”
Among the golfers were Colorado
Springs Bishop Emeritus Richard
Hanifen and Denver Auxiliary
Bishop Joseph Conley. Bishop
Michael Sheridan also attended
and rode the course in a cart.
Some of those who didn’t play
golf participated in a Texas Hold
‘Em poker tournament, won by
Stephen Phelps of St. Gabriel the
Archangel Parish in Colorado
Springs.
More than 150 people attended
a closing banquet and awards
presentation at St. Paul, where
priests were individually honored
on stage. In addition to honoring
the winners in the golf and card

Parish business
manager dies
BY JOHN GLEASON

Joseph Downs, who served as
business manager at Christ on the
Mountain Parish in Lakewood for
two decades, died July 17 following a long illness. He was 64.
A native of Denver, Downs attended Regis Jesuit High School
and the University of Colorado at
Boulder. He and his wife, Sally were
married for 36 years and had three
children and one grandchild.
Outside of his job for the parish, he
worked as a salesman for Pitney
Bowes. His daughter, Molly, said
her father was the sort who got to
know everyone in the parish.
“He was a great guy,” she said, “a
sacrificial and kind man who always had time for you.”
Father John Grabrian, pastor at
Christ on the Mountain called
Downs a diligent worker and good
friend.
“Joe was a committed person
who for 20 years had the total interest of the parish at heart,” Father
Grabrian said. “Everything he did
was to build up the parish itself. He
was a gentle person, wonderful to
work with and was loved by all.”
A funeral Mass for Joseph
Downs was held at Christ on the
Mountain on July 21.

PHOTO BY DAVID SWANSON

PARTICIPANTS of the inaugural Priests and Seminarians
Appreciation Day golf tournament enjoy the course at the
Broadmoor Country Club in Colorado Springs Aug. 9.
tournaments, the 27 priests who
attended the dinner also received a
new clerical suit, and four seminarians received gift cards.
Denver Archbishop Charles

Chaput was among the dinner attendees. Pueblo Bishop Fernando
Isern had planned to attend but
was called to a meeting in Cuba by
the Vatican just prior to the event.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Annual Blue Mass: to honor law enforcement officers, firefighters and EMS personnel at Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St.,
Denver.
Sept. 11: 4:30 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Courage: a spiritual support group for
men and women who have homosexual
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tendencies and who desire to lead a
chaste Christian life. Anonymity assured.
Call Father Dan Norick, 720-434-2638.

YACHT Club: social network for Catholic
young adults has events coming up in
September. Find out more online at
www.denveryachtclub.webs.com.
Sept. 10: Learn Olympic curling
Sept. 25: Oktoberfest
Restoration Of Hope: fundraiser for grade
school in the Philippines to be held at St.
Thomas More Parish, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. Cost is $75 per person and
table sponsorships are available. Call
303-221-9240 for more information.
Sept. 10: 6 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Meeting: of Catholic Daughters of the
Americas at St. Jude Church, 9405 W.
Florida Ave., Lakewood. Call 303-3674506 for details.
Sept. 11: Refreshments 8:30 a.m.
Meeting 9:30 a.m.
Mountain Singles: will get together at
Mountain Resource Center in Conifer. All
singles over age of 55 are welcome. Call
303-968-9831 for details.
Sept. 11: 9:30 a.m.
Knights Of Columbus: spaghetti dinner at
Moose Lodge, 2210 Pratt St., Longmont.
Adult, $10, child, $5. Children under 5
free.
Sept. 12: noon - 5 p.m.

MUMS: Mothers Uplifting Mother’s Spirits
meets Thursday’s at St. John the Baptist
Church, 323 Collyer St., Longmont. Call
303-651-7605 for details.
Sept. 16
New Girls Club Forming: for 5th and 6th
grade girls at St. Francis of Assisi Parish,
2410 Trade Centre Ave., Longmont. Call
303-827-3180 for more information.
Sept. 16: 4 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Tour Mount Olivet Cemetery: 12801 W.
44th Ave., Wheat Ridge. Sponsored by
Office of Liturgy and Office of Cemeteries
and Mortuaries. Call 303-715-3221 for
more information.
Sept. 18: 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Attention Graduates: of Cathedral High
School, 1970. Your 40-year reunion will be
celebrated with a Colorado Rockies game
and dinner at Johnny Carino’s Restaurant
in Lakewood. For address and cost e-mail
Cathedral70@q.com.
Sept. 24: Rockies Game 6:10 p.m.
Sept. 25: dinner 6 p.m.- 10 p.m.
CLAY: Catholic Life and You welcomes
Father Armando Elkhoury, who’ll speak on
Maronite tradition in Catholic Church at
monthly CLAY meeting at Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception,
1530 St. Denver.
Sept. 19: 8 p.m.
Make Plans Now: to attend the
Archbishop José H. Gomez Awards Gala
at the Sheraton Hotel, 1550 Court Place,
Denver. Tickets ar $125 per person and
table sponsorships are available. Call
303-295-9470 Ext. 104 for more information.
Oct. 14: 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Seeds of Hope will host a tour of St. Rose
of Lima School, 1345 W. Dakota Ave.,
Denver. Open to anyone interested in volunteering in the school or donating to it.
Many of the students attending the
school are low income. To RSVP, call 303715-3186.
Sept. 14: 9:30 a.m.
Serra Salute: annual benefit dinner for
the Serra Trust Fund for vocations, which
aids those in formation for priesthood or
religious life. To be held at Pinehurst
Country Club. Tickets: $75 per person.
RSVP: Sept. 15. Call 303-671-3012.
Sept. 24: 6 p.m.
Friends of the Poor® Walk to benefit the
needy who are served by the Society of
St. Vincent de Paul is set for Sept. 25.
Anyone interested in participating or
making a pledge can log on to
www.svdpfriendsofthepoorwalk.org.
Participants can also become virtual
walkers and make an online pledge.
EnCOURAGE: support group for parents of
children with homosexual tendencies.
Call Father Dan Norick, 720-434-2638.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Marriage Prep Classes: at St. Catherine of
Siena Parish, 4200 Federal Blvd., Denver.
Four-week seminar covers required 1 and
3 steps of preparation. Call 303-4559090 for registration information.
Thursdays beginning
Sept. 9: 7 p.m - 9:30 p.m.
Be An Agent: of God’s compassion and
healing by attending ‘Just Faith VI’ at
Light of the World Parish, 10316 West
Bowles Ave., Littleton. Call 720-514-2004
for more information
Sept. 9: 7 p.m.
Creating Happily Ever After: life skills
workshop for engaged and newly married
at Sacred Heart of Mary Church, 6739 S.
Boulder Road, Boulder. Fulfills archdiocesan’s life skills requirement. Call 303-4947572 Ext. 200 for registration information.
Sept. 10 - 11
Mature Christian Discipleship: as we learn
from Peter, Paul and Mary in seminar
conducted by Steve Mueller at Most
Precious Blood Parish Center, 2250 S.
Harrison St., Denver. Early registration
available. Call 303-756-3083 for more information.
Sept. 12: 2 p.m.
Introduction: to contemplative Franciscan
prayer at St. Patrick's Mission Church,
3325 Pecos. All are welcome. A meal will
proceed the event.
Sept. 14: meal 5 p.m.
seminar 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Consecrated Life: “At the very heart of
the Church”—a vocational discernment
retreat with the Religious Sisters of
Mercy of Alma, Mich., will be held at the
Cabrini Shrine in Golden. Open to single
woman between the ages 18-35. Retreat
includes prayer, holy Mass, adoration, and
talks on the religious and married vocations. Call 303-765-4592 or e-mail sister.haney@archden.org by Sept. 16.
Suggested donation: $20.
Sept. 17-19
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Book offers fun facts and figures on everything Catholic
BY JOHN GLEASON

Oh sure, everyone knows who
the first pope was, but can you
name the second pope? Which
was the first pope to use the title
“Bishop of Rome”? What breakfast
dish, dating from the 18th century,
was named for Pope Benedict XIII?
OK, the last one is pretty easy,
but for those who love trivia and
want to learn more about their
faith, a new book called “Ultimate
Catholic Trivia: 1,001 Fun and
Fascinating Facts” could be just
what they need.

The book is divided into eight
categories dealing with everything from saints and sacraments
to holy days, religious orders and
Bible facts. Author Scott Paul
Frush, a self-proclaimed historybuff and trivia expert who writes
from his home in Bloomfield
Hills, Mich., told the Denver
Catholic Register the book was
truly a labor of love.
“I’ve published eight books,”
he said. “This is my third trivia
book. I’ll admit trivia is more enjoyable to write; it strengthens
your knowledge of the topic and

BOOK COVER
is just plain fun.”
In addition to the questions,
“Ultimate Catholic Trivia” contains
a chronological timeline of Church
history, detailed accounts of key
events in Catholic history, quotes
from pioneering Catholics, a map

of Vatican City and a complete list
of the 265 men who have sat on
the throne of St. Peter.
Frush said there is just something about a trivia book that
brings people together.
“The number one reason people buy my trivia books is to give
as gifts,” he said. “If it’s a subject
people are interested in, they’ll
want to test their knowledge and
learn more about the topic.”
Frush began work on the book
three years ago but had to set the
project aside and finish a book on
Republican trivia before the 2008
elections took place.
It took 14 months to complete
“Ultimate Catholic Trivia” but for
all the information contained in it,
Frush said he could have been
much bigger.
“There was a great deal of
ground to cover and condense
into bite-size portions,” he said.
“There is so much about the
Church, so many fascinating

BOOK
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things that could have been included.”
Published last October, Frush
said that sales have been good
with a substantial number of inquiries coming from religious education teachers interested in using
the book in their classrooms. He
said he is pleased with the response and that he doesn’t know
what his next project will be.
“In my head there are a hundred books I want to write,” he
said. “I might want to work on a
book on the Catholic faith, its history or chronicle of achievements—I’m not sure just yet.”
Frush isn’t closing the door either on the possibility of an
“Ultimate Catholic Trivia: Book
2” either.
Oh, and the answers to the
questions? The second pontiff
was Pope Linus (67-76 A.D.). St.
Siricius (384 – 399 A.D.) was the
first pontiff to use the title
“Bishop of Rome.” Regarding the
breakfast named for Pope
Benedict XIII—if you really don’t
have a guess, you’ll just have to
buy the book.

Mass to honor
police, firefighters
and EMS
professionals
The Archdiocese of Denver will
hold its fourth annual Blue Mass
at 4:30 p.m. on Sept. 11 at
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. The Mass, held
to recognize all police officers,
firefighters and EMS (emergency
medical services) personnel, as
well as honor those who have
given themselves in the line of
duty, will be celebrated by
Auxiliary Bishop James D. Conley.
The history of the Blue Mass begins with Father Thomas Dade of
the Diocese of Baltimore who, in
1934, organized the Catholic
Police and Firemen’s Society. That
first year more than 1,100 police
and firefighters took part in the
celebration.
Firefighters and police officers
who plan on attending the Mass
are asked to do so in uniform. For
more information on the Blue
Mass, contact the Office of Liturgy
at 303-715-3156.

