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St. Benedict Monastery: Seeking God in the high country

LABOR DAY

BY ROXANNE KING

ST. BENEDICT
MONASTERY
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on monasteries.
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SNOWMASS, Colo.—High in
the Rocky Mountains, in the
ranching
community
of
Snowmass, some 15 monks
order their day around prayer as
they carve out a way to support
their monastery, St. Benedict’s.
The monks, who follow the
1,500-year-old Rule of St.
Benedict, belong to the
Cistercians of the Strict
Observance order and are commonly called Trappists.
The Cistercian order originated in 1098 at the French
monastery Citeaux, located near
Dijon. The Trappists trace their
roots to a reform of the
Cistercian order that took place
in the 17th century at the
monastery of La Trappe near
Paris.
“That’s what gave us the nickname ‘Trappist,’” Father Joseph
Boyle, O.C.S.O., abbot of St.
Benedict’s for 25 years, told the
Register at the monastery Aug. 7.
The Snowmass monastery, located between Basalt and
Aspen, was established in 1956
by monks of St. Joseph’s Abbey
in Spencer, Mass. At the time,
monastic vocations were flourishing, due in part to the writings of Trappist monk Thomas
Merton. St. Benedict’s was one
of five monasteries the community founded between 1947 and
1960.
“This place was a combination of four ranches,” Abbot
Boyle said of the stunning 3,600acre site in the Roaring Fork

What: Monks of the Cistercians
of the Strict Observance order
(Trappists)
Address: 1012 Monastery
Road, Snowmass
Monastery: 970-920-5990
Retreats: 970-927-1162
Web: www.snowmass.org
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THE STEEPLE to St. Benedict Monastery chapel in Snowmass
points to heaven with mountain peaks in the background. Operated
by Trappist monks, the monastery is located on 3,600 acres between Basalt and Aspen in the Roaring Fork River valley.
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River valley with views of twinpeaked Mount Sopris and the
apt-named Monk’s Peak.
Originally housed in a now
century-old farmhouse, the
monastery today is a handsome
brick facility tucked against a
hillside and includes a chapel,
enclosure, infirmary, library,
kitchen, refectory, bakery and
bookstore. Retreat facilities consist of two contemporary-style
stone and wood retreat houses
and eight hermitages.
“Our self-support comes from
the retreat houses, the bookstore and the ranch, which is
twofold,” Abbot Boyle said. “We
put up hay and sell it, and we
pasture horses and cattle in the
summer.”
The monks do arts and
crafts—photography,
woodworking and designing greeting
cards—which they sell in the
bookstore. Several of them, including Father Thomas Keating
and Father William Meninger,
co-founders of the centering
prayer movement, have authored books. The monks also
bake
and
sell
delicious

See Monastery, Page 12

THE SAINTS: ST. GILES

Hospital to take chapel’s
legacy with it when it
moves
PAGE 3
A WORKMAN removes a chapel window
at Centura St. Anthony Hospital Central.

Seventh century / Feast - Sep. 1
Stories of this saint made him a well-loved figure
in the Middle Ages. Saint-Gilles (French spelling),
in southern France, where he built a monastery,
was a popular place of pilgrimage. Legend says
Giles was Athenian by birth, generous with his
family’s wealth, cured a sick beggar by giving him
his cloak, and lived as a hermit. After his death he
was celebrated for many miracles and named patron of the lame, beggars and blacksmiths. He is one of the 14 Holy Helpers, saints known
© 2003 CNS
for response to prayers of petition, especially for the sick.
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New ‘social contract’ needed in
21st-century economy, bishop says
BY MARK PATTISON
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SISTER NIRMALA JOSHI, former superior general of the
Missionaries of Charity, releases doves as her successor, Sister
Mary Prema, looks on Aug. 26 as the nuns celebrate the 100th
birth anniversary Blessed Teresa of Calcutta.

In message to nuns,
pope says Mother Teresa
models ‘Christian virtue’
BY CAROL GLATZ

VATICAN CITY (CNS)0—
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta is “an
exemplary model of Christian
virtue” who showed the world
that an authentic love for others
opens the door to knowing and
being with God, Pope Benedict
XVI said.
Marking the 100th anniversary
of her birth, the pope sent a message to Sister Mary Prema, the superior general of the Missionaries
of Charity, the congregation
Mother Teresa founded in 1950.
The Vatican released the message Aug. 26 after it was read in
Calcutta, India, at the end of a
special Mass commemorating
the 100th anniversary of Mother
Teresa’s birth.
In Calcutta, most of the
Missionaries of Charity nuns gave
up their regular seats in the
motherhouse chapel to accommodate hundreds of pilgrims and
volunteers who arrived for the
early morning Mass.
After the Mass, the bishops,
priests, nuns and visitors
processed to Mother Teresa’s
ground-floor tomb. Sister Prema
handed Cardinal Telesphore
Toppo of Ranchi a lamp, and he
lit a candle to mark the beginning
of the centenary celebrations.
Dozens of Missionaries of
Charity novices gathered around
the tomb and sang “Happy
Birthday.”
In his message, Pope Benedict
said celebrating Mother Teresa’s
birth centenary “will be for the
Church and the world an occasion of joyful gratitude to God for
the inestimable gift that Mother
Teresa was in her lifetime, and
continues to be through the affectionate and tireless work of
you, her spiritual children.”
The pope said Mother Teresa
was a living example of St. John’s

words: “Beloved, if God so loved
us, we must also love one another. No one has ever seen God. Yet,
if we love one another, God remains in us, and his love is
brought to perfection.”
He asked the order’s sisters,
brothers, priests and lay members to let God’s love continue to
inspire them to give themselves
“generously to Jesus, whom you
see and serve the poor, the sick,
the lonely, and the abandoned”
and to draw constantly from
Mother Teresa’s example and
spirituality.
After the visit to the tomb,
Sister Prema read a message from
the congregation, and the group
processed to the motherhouse’s
L-shaped courtyard. Sister Prema
and Sister Nirmala Joshi, retired
superior general of the order, released white pigeons and blue
and white balloons amid cheers
from those packing the balconies
on the three floors surrounding
the courtyard.
Similar events were planned
worldwide,
including
at
Washington’s Basilica of the
National
Shrine
of
the
Immaculate Conception.
Archbishop Lucas Sirkar of
Calcutta said anniversary celebrations being held throughout India
had brought “a ray of hope and joy
to thousands of poor, underprivileged, disadvantaged, and marginalized in India,” especially as the
nation struggles with violence, injustice and natural disasters.
The events were receiving wide
media coverage, which was helping make the Gospel message
better understood in India, he
said in an Aug. 26 interview with
Fides, the news agency of the
Congregation
for
the
Evangelization of Peoples.
Contributing to this story was
Anto Akkara in Calcutta.

WASHINGTON (CNS)—A new
“social contract” is needed in
today’s economy, said Bishop
William F. Murphy of Rockville
Centre, N.Y., in the U.S. bishops’
annual Labor Day statement.
“Currently, the rewards and ‘security’ that employers and society
offer workers in return for an honest day’s work do not reflect the
global economy of the 21st century in which American workers are
now trying to compete,” said
Bishop Murphy, chairman of the
U.S. bishops’ Committee on
Domestic Justice and Human
Development.
The statement, “A New ‘Social
Contract’ for Today’s ‘New
Things,’” was issued Aug. 23. The
title is a reference to Pope Leo XIII’s
1891 encyclical “Rerum Novarum,”
which in English means “Of New
Things.” The encyclical ushered in
the era of Catholic social teaching.
Pope Leo, according to Bishop
Murphy, “insisted on the value and
dignity of the worker as a human
being endowed with rights and responsibilities. He commended
free association or unions as legitimate and he insisted on a family
wage that corresponded to the
needs of the worker and family.”
The “new things” in Pope Leo’s
time included the ideological split
between “collectivist organization
with much governmental control”
and the notion that “those who
owned the means of production
should be free to develop markets
with the most able, or ruthless, rising to prominence and wealth,”
Bishop Murphy said, “Neither option seemed morally correct to the
pope.”
Today’s “new things,” the bishop
added, can be traced to Pope
Benedict XVI’s 2009 encyclical
“Caritas in Veritate” (“Charity in
Truth”). “One of the principal ‘new
things’ addressed by Pope
Benedict is globalization,” he said.
“More than ever, the dignity of
the worker is a foundation upon
which we should measure much of
what is good, and not so good, in
the financial, industrial and service sectors of our economy and
our world.”
Bishop Murphy said, “Like Pope
Paul VI before him, Pope Benedict
uses the centrality of integral
human development as one of the
basic criteria to address the chal-
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A WORKER installs weatherstripping in Chrysler's new Jeep
Grand Cherokee in late May at the Jefferson North Assembly
Plant in Detroit. Labor Day, honoring working people of America,
is observed Sept. 6 this year.
lenges of an interdependent
world. Here the economic realities
of one nation or one society are
constantly being influenced by
some or all of the economies and
cultures of the rest of the world.”
He quoted from “Caritas in
Veritate”: “I would like to remind
everyone, especially governments
engaged in boosting the world’s
economic and social assets, that
the primary capital to be safeguarded and valued is man, the
human person in his or her integrity.” The encyclical itself italicized for emphasis the entire second half of the sentence, beginning with “primary capital.”
“Could a reawakening and new
development of the roles of intermediary institutions, including
voluntary
associations
and
unions, be a force to call the market to a greater understanding of
the centrality of the worker?”
Bishop Murphy asked. “Could they
be a means to restrain, mediate or
hold accountable both the state
and the marketplace? Could their
voices help create greater economic and social justice, a more mutually respectful and collaborative
stance by all the actors toward the
economy, work and wealth creation around the world?
“Pope Benedict believes this,”
Bishop Murphy said.
“For the worker without employment, a job is the major issue,”
the bishop noted. “But jobs are not

individual ‘things’ whose worth
can be measured by numbers. Jobs
are the result of initiatives creating
markets that offer new opportunities in response to new challenges.
These are not limited to our economy in isolation from others.”
Bishop Murphy, in the statement, mourned the deaths of the
29 miners in a West Virginia mine
explosion this past spring and of
11 workers in the Deepwater
Horizon oil rig explosion that resulted in the months-long oil spill
in the Gulf of Mexico.
He also mourned persistent U.S.
joblessness—15 million unemployed and 11 million able to find
only part-time work—as “a pervasive failure of our economy.”
Bishop Murphy castigated employers who cheat workers of their
rightful wages. “National reports
tell of factory workers whose time
begins with the start of the conveyor belt not their arrival; of retail
workers who are ‘clocked out’ and
then required to restock or take inventory; and wait staff whose employers do not give them their
tips,” he said.
“Families struggling to make
ends meet cannot have wage earners shortchanged on overtime or
not get paid for all the hours they
work,” he added. “The dignity of
the person is diminished when
poor or middle-class people are
denied their full wage or just compensation for their hard work.”
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Relics, remembrance permeate Mass honoring Mother Teresa
BY ANNA MARIA BASQUEZ

She cared for the “poorest of
the poor” trusting that God
would provide. God did—and
those who continue her work locally say he still does.
More than 180 people of all
ages crowded into St. Joseph
Church at Sixth Avenue and
Galapago Street for a Mass celebrated by Denver Auxiliary
Bishop James Conley the
evening of Aug. 26 to honor
Blessed Mother Teresa of
Calcutta. It would have been the
100th birthday of the Nobel
Prize-winning nun who died 13
years ago.
People venerated a large color
portrait of the nun bordered by
white and yellow roses and
kissed a relic containing her
blood afterward. Sisters with the
Missionaries of Charity passed
out relic prayer cards with
pieces of cloth Blessed Mother
Teresa wore.
Despite Mother Teresa’s own
struggles, Bishop Conley told
the congregation: “She remained a beacon of light shining brightly to those around her.
Her overall message to all of us
was, is and always will be that
we are all called to be saints.”
Mother Teresa attributed her
desire to help the poor to
Christ’s thirst, which he made
mysteriously manifest to her,
Bishop Conley said.
Mother Teresa said her calling
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AUXILIARY BISHOP James Conley delivers the homily at a Mass
honoring Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta Aug. 26 at St.
Joseph Church in Denver.
was made clear to her during a
train ride in 1946, though she
never revealed if it was through
an apparition or experience,
Bishop Conley noted.
“It was on the train from
Calcutta to Darjeeling for her
annual retreat when she had
what she described as ‘a call
within a call,’” Bishop Conley
said. “This is now celebrated
every year on Sept. 10. This was
when she had this inspiration to
serve ‘the poorest of the poor.’”
The bishop quoted Father

Brian Kolodiejchuk, postulator
for Mother Teresa’s cause, as
saying “‘Jesus’ thirst for souls
took hold of her heart, and the
desire to satiate his thirst became the overarching driving
force of her life.’”
Bishop Conley also recounted
his own story of Mother Teresa
penning a letter to his parents
after he was ordained thanking
them for him being part of the
Church and congratulating
them beforehand on becoming
Catholic with their son adminis-

tering their sacraments.
Father Curtis Cunningham, a
longtime Missionary of Charity
priest who now works with the
order in Tijuana, Mexico, concelebrated the Mass. During the
week prior to the Mass, Father
Cunningham gave a retreat to
Denver’s Missionaries of Charity
volunteers and sisters.
“(Mother Teresa) would say
the poorest of the poor are not
only in Calcutta,” Father
Cunningham said. “If we just
open our eyes, we’ll see the
poorest of the poor in own family. There is someone lonely, unwanted. … We can see Jesus
thirsting in every man, woman
and child—thirsting for human
dignity—not only hungry for a
piece of bread, but also hungry
for love.”
Bernice Divine, 60, of Aurora,
said she felt renewed after seeing the relic.
“To have the privilege of saying ‘happy birthday’ and to venerate her relic is a real honor,”
Divine said. “I’m in awe.”
Divine said she was there
when Mother Teresa visited
Denver in the 1980s and announced the gift of her sisters to
the archdiocese. Shortly thereafter, the Missionaries of Charity
established Seton House downtown, which for many years
cared for homeless men with
AIDS.
Thousands attended the
event where Mother Teresa

Hospital to take chapel’s legacy with it when it moves
BY JOHN GLEASON

The hallway leading to the
chapel on the first floor at
Centura St. Anthony Hospital
Central is clean and well lit.
Down the hall from the main entrance the first thing visitors see is
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, arms
outstretched welcoming all who
wish to enter.
Generations have come to worship there, to reflect and ask God
to watch over their friends and
loved ones who were patients in
the hospital. Thousands have
taken the walk to the chapel
which, like the building itself, is
now on borrowed time.
Next year, after 117 years in the
same location, St. Anthony
Hospital will move to its new facility on the grounds of the
Federal Center in Lakewood. The
new hospital will have a new
chapel, an unavoidable change
that is bittersweet as the old
chapel and its memories are left
behind. But administrators plan
to take as much of the chapel’s
artwork and legacy with it when
the move takes place, said Steve
Schreivogel, director of planned
giving for St. Anthony Health
Foundation.

“Our goal is to bring as much
of the old chapel to the new location; admittedly quite an undertaking,” Schreivogel said. “The
chapel at St. Anthony’s Hospital
reflects our Catholic identity
while creating an ecumenical
space welcoming anyone who
enters. Our new chapel, like our
old one, will be place to find comfort, reflect peacefully and pray.”
Opened in 1893 by the Poor
Sisters of St. Francis, St.
Anthony’s began caring for the
sick and needy of Denver’s evergrowing population. When a new
wing was added in 1901, a chapel
was part of that project. That
chapel was replaced with the current one in 1967. The chapel at
the Federal Center location will
be smaller then the current one,
which has created some challenges, Shreivogel said.
“The new chapel will seat 110
people, whereas the current one
holds 260, so we do have some
space constraints,” he said. “The
pews are too big and we thought
we could get them cut down but
as it stands, we’ll have new ones
installed.”
Schreivogel said the altar and
the ambo would also be cut down
to accommodate their new sur-
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WORKMEN remove stained
glass windows from the chapel
at Centura St. Anthony
Hospital Central.
roundings. Statues of the Blessed
Mother, Sacred Heart of Jesus and
St. Anthony will be transported
first to Gerkin’s Religious Supplies
for repair and refurbishing, then
to their new home. Another
piece of artwork that will be
moved is a 10-foot-by-15-foot

mural of the Crucifixion which
dates from 1928.
On the day the Denver Catholic
Register visited the chapel, it was
temporally closed as 26 stained
glass windows were being removed and readied for transport.
Designed by Oreo Inc. of San
Antonio, Tex., each window depicts different biblical events: The
Annunciation, Nativity, the Last
Supper, Jesus’ betrayal and the
Crucifixion. Although not heavy,
approximately 40 pounds each,
care was taken to ensure that no
part of the windows cracked before they were installed in their
new home. A second set of windows, located higher on the
chapel wall, cannot be moved
but, according to Shreivogel,
parts of them will live on after the
building is gone.
“We’re going to cut angels and
butterflies from the glass so that
people can obtain a small piece
of the chapel for themselves,” he
said. “And we’re planning to have
the marble Communion rail cut
down into small crosses for the
same purpose. It will allow people to take with them a piece of
the old St. Anthony’s history.”
The cost to finish and completely furnish the new chapel is

MISSIONARIES OF
CHARITY
TO CONTACT, call 303-8608040

made the announcement. Even
in the standing-room-only stadium, recalled Divine: “She had
the presence of a saint. We felt it
… high in the bleachers.”
The local Missionaries of
Charity now operate a shelter
for homeless women on the St.
Joseph
Parish
grounds.
Currently four women reside at
Gift of Mary Homeless Shelter,
which has room for eight.
While Mother Teresa devotees
wait for word of a provable miracle to qualify her for sainthood,
other small miracles happen all
the time said those who minister alongside Denver’s four
Missionaries of Charity sisters.
In one instance, a man who
volunteered was on edge as he
could see the group’s food supply rapidly dwindling with long
lines of the homeless to feed at
one event. But total trust and
faith in Christ is what the sisters
depend on, said Rosalie
Martinez, 63, of Northglenn,
who recalled the story.
“He said to one of the sisters,
‘Sister, let me go to Safeway and
pick up more food,’” Martinez
said. “She told him, ‘We have to

See Anniversary, Page 5

MASS AND
PRESENTATION
The relocation of the chapel at
Centura St. Anthony Hospital
Central is being done completely by donation. As part of the
fundraising effort, a special
Mass and breakfast will be held
at 7 a.m. Sept. 16 at the hospital, 4231 W. 16th Ave., Denver.
During the breakfast a special
power-point presentation about
the relocation effort will be conducted by Steve Schreivogel,
planned giving director for the
St. Anthony Health Foundation.
For more information, call 303629-4056.

estimated
at
$650,000.
Schreivogel said donors have
come forward to help with the
cost, but more are welcome.
“There are so many people
whose lives have been touched
by St. Anthony Hospital,” he said,
“and the chapel has been a sanctuary to all of them—patients,
employee’s family members and
friends.”
Information on how to help
can be found online at
www.stanthonyhealthfounda
tion.org
or
by
calling
Schreivogel at 303-639-4056.
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

The Solidarity difference
Thirty years ago, on Aug. 31, 1980, an electrician named Lech
Walesa signed the Gdansk Accords, ending a two-week-old strike
at that Hanseatic city’s Lenin Shipyards. Walesa signed with a
giant souvenir pen featuring a portrait of Pope John Paul II. The
choice of pen was not, as Marxists might have said, an accident.
Neither was the distinctive revolution that unfolded in the wake
of the Gdansk Accords, which were forged over two weeks of high
drama on Poland’s Baltic coast.
The Accords were the pivot between John Paul’s Polish pilgrimage of June 1979 and the rise of the “Independent Self-Governing
Trade Union Solidarity” in September 1980. Fourteen months before the strike, John Paul II had ignited a revolution of conscience
that had inspired countless numbers of people to “live in the
truth,” to live “as if” they were free—as the period’s mottoes had
it. “Living in the truth” gave a special texture to the Gdansk
Accords, which in turn led to the unique social and political phenomenon that was Solidarity.
There had been labor unrest in Poland in 1953, 1956, 1968,
1970, and 1976. In each instance, the Polish communist regime
pacified the workers (in whose name these Marxists putatively
ruled) by a combination of divide-and-conquer tactics, economics bribes (usually involving food prices), and brutality. 1980 was
different, and the difference that made 1980 different was the
John Paul II difference—a moral difference.
I try to capture that difference in “The End and the Beginning:
Pope John Paul II—The Victory of Freedom, the Last Years, the
Legacy,” which Doubleday will publish on Sept. 14:
“[This] moral difference showed itself almost immediately as
the Gdansk shipyard strike broke out on Aug. 14, 1980. It was an
occupation strike, in which the workers took over the entire shipyard complex, thus creating an oasis of free space in the totalitarian system. Rigorous discipline was maintained, aided by an absolute ban on alcohol in the yards. Religious seriousness was
manifest, publicly evident in open-air Masses and confessions.
Perhaps most crucially from the point of view of what followed,
the workers, having been tutored by John Paul II in the larger
meaning of their dignity as men and women, refused to settle for
the economic concessions the regime quickly offered.
“Thus on the night of Aug. 16-17, the Inter-Factory Strike
Committee [MKS] was established to publish a broader set of
demands, including the establishment of independent, selfgoverning trade unions…The famous ’21 Points’ agreed upon
by the MKS presidium…emphasized economic change while
including a full menu of basic human rights, specifically mentioning, among others, freedom of speech, freedom of the
press, and an end to discrimination against religious believers
‘of all faiths’ in terms of access to the media. The goals of dissent had been enlarged and deepened; as one worker-poet
would put it a few months later, ‘The times are past/when they
closed our mouths/with sausage.’”
Solidarity’s tumultuous path over the next nine years paved the
way for the Revolution of 1989, the (largely nonviolent) collapse
of European communism, and the demise of the Soviet Union in
1991. There were endless arguments as Walesa and the Solidarity
leadership wrestled with the inevitable turbulence of a new trade
union that was also a mass social movement and a de facto political opposition—in a society where the communist party and the
state apparatus it controlled tried to occupy every available inch
of social space. That the Catholic Church in Poland had tenaciously maintained its independence for 35 years in this suffocating social and political environment helped make Solidarity possible; the Church’s independence also helped provide a protected
space in which the movement could continue after Solidaritythe-trade-union was dissolved, under the martial law imposed on
Poland on Dec. 13, 1981.
During its epic period, Solidarity was a unique blend of moral
and intellectual conviction, economic good sense, political
shrewdness, and personal courage, all of which were shaped by
the social doctrine of the Catholic Church and the personal witness of John Paul II. Its example should inspire free people, and
those who aspire to freedom, everywhere.

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Sept. 5: 23rd Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
Wisdom 9:13-18
Psalm 90:3-6, 12-17
Philemon 9-17
Luke 14:25-33
Overview: The first reading
and psalm remind us of how
fleeting human life is. Our lives
are like grass “which at dawn
springs up anew, but by evening
wilts and fades.” The perishable
body isn’t evil, but it is a burden
that ‘weighs down the soul’ impairing our grasp of heavenly
things. The main purpose of life,
according to the psalmist is to
obtain wisdom, which bring us
close to God. We rarely hear
from Philemon at Mass. In fact,
we only hear it once during the
three-year lectionary! It’s a very
short letter: only 20 verses long.
It was written by St. Paul to a
prominent
Christian
in
Colossae. The essence of the letter is to persuade Philemon to
free his slave Onesimus who had
fled to Rome where, after con-

verting to Christianity, he took
care of Paul during his final imprisonment. Slavery was a legitimate institution in the ancient
world but Christianity introduced the revolutionary idea of
the dignity of each individual
person, regardless of social status, and the brotherhood of all
Christians. The letter to
Philemon is a perfect example of
Pope John Paul II’s maxim: “the
Church never imposes; she proposes.” In this week’s Gospel
Jesus uses two parables to illustrate the cost of discipleship.
Following Christ is the path to
true freedom, but freedom isn’t
cheap—it requires total commitment. Christ, “the power of
God and wisdom of God” (1 Cor
1:24) shows us the way to eternal
life, but, as he says in the Gospel
reading, we mustn’t underestimate the difficulties that such a
commitment entails.
Key verse: “Teach us to number our days aright, that we may
gain wisdom of heart” (Ps
90:12).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “God’s truth is his wisdom, which commands the
whole created order and governs the world. Man participates in the wisdom and goodness of the Creator who gives
him mastery over his acts and

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Kudos to the Register
Kudos to my beloved Register
for what I just learned from the
editor’s column “Superior stewardship delivering the Good
News” (Aug. 25 Register) explaining the new delivery system saving the Register, the
archdiocese and me $200,000
annually.
Your novel approach, thinking
out of the box, resulted from
positive thinking, seeing the
glass as half full, making lemonade out of the lemon you were
handed or whatever metaphor
you prefer. Very, very well done!
In these times of again failing
Keynesian (Hoover-Roosevelt)
economic policy it is ever more
important to have responsible,
positive-thinking, willing-to-experiment people in order that

the Lord’s work stay on track,
disregarding economic situations and cycles.
When placed in juxtaposition,
the Register’s accomplishment
stands in stark contrast with the
whiney approach described on
Page 6 in the same Register in
Nancy O’Brien’s article “Charities,
periodicals fight postal rate hikes
that could sink some” about potentially raising postal rates that
could well negatively affect charity fundraising.
They will have to adapt to
whatever cost situations are put
before them. Depending on taxpayers to fund our efforts is not
conscionable in my personal
opinion. They need to be telling
us what they will do to surmount their challenge, which
will always be continuing and
changing—that we know.

the ability to govern himself
with a view to the true and the
good” (Nos. 216, 1954).
Pope Benedict XVI: “Worship
is essential for the right kind of
human existence in the world. It
is so precisely because it reaches
beyond everyday life. Worship
gives us a share in heaven’s
mode of existence, in the world
of God and allows light to fall
from that divine world into ours.
In this sense, worship has the
character of anticipation. It lays
hold in advance of a more perfect life and, in so doing, gives
our present life its proper measure. A life without such anticipation, a life not longer opened up
to heaven, would be empty, a
leaden life” (“Spirit of the
Liturgy”).
Life application: Following
Christ, the wisdom of God, leads
to true freedom. Wisdom lifts us
up to God; ignorance weighs us
down. Our bodies, like those of
the animals, are perishable.
Unlike the animals, however, we
possess a rational soul that’s capable of apprehending eternal
truths and discerning between
good and evil. The Mass is the
principle place where we obtain
divine wisdom and partake in
God’s goodness. It is, therefore,
“essential for the right kind of
human existence.”

Anyway, thank you again for
the important good you are accomplishing for Archbishop
Chaput’s sheep—at decreasing
cost!
Lou Schroeder
Greenwood Village

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize
that the opinions expressed in letters
to the editor are those of the author
and are not necessarily those of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Letters
containing plainly misstated facts,
misinformation or libelous statements
will not be printed. Unsigned letters will
not be printed. Letters will be edited.
Send letters to: Editor, Denver Catholic
Register, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO
80210 or fax to 303-715-2045. E-mail
us at: editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Sept 1: Mass, 100th anniversary, St. Mary’s Parish, Rifle (7 p.m.)
Sept. 5: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, (6:30 p.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Sep. 1: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Sep. 2: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Sep. 3: Pope Paul VI Institute 25th Anniversary, “Celebration of Love and Life” conference, Omaha
Sep. 4: Mass, Hispanic Youth and Young Adult Encounter, Regis University Chapel (9:30 a.m.)
Sep. 5: Mass, 100th anniversary of St. Patrick Church, Wichita, Kan.
Sep. 6: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Sep. 7: Priests’ dinner, Padre Restaurant, St. Thomas More Church, Centennial
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THE CATEQUIZ’EM

5. What took place in an upper
room in Jerusalem

b. John XXIII;
c. John Paul I.

a. The last trial of Jesus by Pilate;

What was the last
plague to be inflicted
on the Egyptians?
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
After more than a decade, the
CateQuiz’em is coming to an end—
this is the last column. To mark
the occasion, this quiz looks at
some biblical lasts.

b. The Last Supper;
c. The Last Passover celebrated
by Jews.

From Page 3
11. Who was the last Christian
Roman Emperor (Byzantine emperor):
a. Romulus Agustulus (430-476) ;

6. Who was the last apostle to
die?

b. Constantine XI Palaeologos
(1404-1453) ;

a. John;

c. Unknown as he was killed in 1567
by the Turks and never identified.

b. Paul;
c. Unknown because most of the
apostles’ fates are not mentioned.

12. Which is the last ecumenical
council recognized by the
Orthodox churches?

1. What is normally the last book
of the Old Testament?

7. Which Gospel is generally believed to be the last one to be
written?

a. Micah;

a. John;

b. Malachi;

b. Mark;

c. Moroni.

c. Matthew.

13. Who was the last Catholic
monarch of England?

2. Who was the last king of Israel
(before the establishment of
Judah)?

8. A last reception of holy
Eucharist, specifically when a person is on the point of death, is
called:

a. Queen Mary (Tudor);

b. Solomon;
c. George III.
3. What was the last plague to be
inflicted on the Egyptians?
a. The death of the firstborn;
b. The darkness;
c. Hail.

a. Last will and testament;
b. Last call;
c. Viaticum.
9. Administered to a dying person, Communion, anointing, reconciliation (confession) and confirmation (if needed) are known
collectively as:

c. Acts.

c. Vatican I.

b. James II (Stuart);
c. Queen Victoria (in secret).
14. When was the last antiCatholic legislation abolished in
English constitutional law?
b. 1829;
c. Not yet (Catholics are still
barred from the throne or marriage to a monarch).

b. Extreme unction;

15. The study of the last things or
“end times” is called:

c. Last stand.

a. Eschatology;

a. John’s Gospel;
b. Revelation;

b. Second Nicaea;

a. 1492;

a. Last sacraments;
4. What is normally the last Book
of the New Testament

a. Chalcedon;

b. Terminology;
10. Who was the last Italian pope
to date?
a. Paul VI;

c. Depressing.
ANSWERS: 1.b, 2.b, 3.a, 4.b, 5.b,
6.c, 7.a, 8.c, 9.a, 10.c, 11.b, 12.b,
13.b, 14.c, 15.a.

a. David;

Anniversary

ASK AN APOLOGIST
Q. WE RECENTLY CELEBRATED THE FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION
(AUG. 15). I THOUGHT MARY WAS ASSUMED TO HEAVEN “ALIVE”—
HOWEVER, I HEARD A HOMILY THIS YEAR EXPLAINING THAT SHE
DIED ON A FRIDAY (LIKE HER SON) AND WAS ASSUMED INTO
HEAVEN ON A SUNDAY (LIKE HER SON). IS THAT ACCURATE?
A: The details regarding the Blessed Virgin Mary’s Assumption into heaven are uncertain at best. The
Scriptural bases for the Assumption are Revelation 12:1 (“A woman clothed with the sun”) and John 14:3
(“I go to prepare a place for you”). The language of the Church is indefinite as to the exact manner of
her Assumption. Pope Pius XII’s dogmatic declaration on the Assumption of Mary in 1950 leaves open
the question as to whether or not she underwent bodily death: “The Immaculate Virgin, preserved free
from all stain of original sin, when the course of her earthly life was finished, was taken up body and
soul into heavenly glory, and exalted by the Lord as Queen over all things.”
Nothing is known as to the specific day, year or manner of Mary’s Assumption. The
earliest traditions all locate the end of Mary’s life in Jerusalem where she died in the
presence of the Apostles and was buried in a tomb near the Garden of Gethsemane.
(Later traditions indicate that Mary lived in Ephesus with the Apostle John). But no
other city, including Ephesus, has a tomb dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, thus
favoring Jerusalem as the place where the Assumption took place. That she died
before being assumed into heaven seems to be the consensus among the early
Church Fathers, but also that her body did not undergo any corruption. The fact that
her tomb has been located in Jerusalem since ancient times certainly supports the
JAMES
belief that she died before being assumed. That she died on a Friday and was asCAVANAGH
sumed into heaven on Sunday, however, has no basis in the tradition. According to
one tradition, three days after her death her tomb was opened upon the request of St. Thomas and found
empty, thus lending support to the supposition that Mary died on a Friday and was assumed on Sunday.

Apologist James Cavanagh is director of Evangelization and Catechesis for Metro-Area Parishes of the
Denver Archdiocese. E-mail your question to: editor@archden.org; mail to DCR Editor, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver CO 80210.

do with what we have.’ He was
pacing the floors … then somebody from the Brown Palace
knocked on the door and said,
‘We brought all this food.’
“It was leftover food from their
kitchen,” she explained. “They
had enough for everyone after
that. He said it was the best meal
he’s ever had.”
Father Cunningham encouraged those who want to remember and venerate Mother Teresa
to get involved by volunteering
with the Denver Missionaries of
Charity.
“Mother would always say, it’s
not about doing great things,”
the priest said. “It’s about doing

little things with great love. It
may mean cleaning. … It may
mean feeding someone who has
difficulty eating. It may mean
smiling at a person on the street
who’s begging. If you don’t have
money to give, it means a lot to
be friendly and to give love.”
Books he recommends to people who want to become familiar with her life, he said, include
“Come Be My Light,” by Mother
Teresa and Father Brian
Kolodiejchuk, and “Mother
Teresa’s Secret Fire,” by Father
Joseph Langford.
“God sent Mother Teresa into
the world to remind the world
he still loves the world,” Father
Cunningham said. “God is
thirsting to pour forth his love
onto the world. And even more,
He’s longing for our love as well.”
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Share the Care: A ministry for caregivers
BY JOHN GLEASON

Anyone who’s taken on the job of caregiver
knows it can be a monumental task. Helping
tend to the needs of seriously ill individuals
can prove to be downright challenging: doctor’s visits, shopping, making and delivering
meals, providing companionship. Caregivers
want to be helpful, but at the same time often
wish for just a few minutes for themselves to
recharge their batteries.
Enter Share the Care, a program created to
help support not only caregivers, but to enhance the quality of care that care receivers
get. Its mission is to improve the quality of
life of people who are seriously ill, disabled
or experiencing the challenges of aging as
well as reduce the stress, isolation and hardship often suffered by their family caregivers.
A nation-wide organization, the Share the
Care program has found a home at Most
Precious Blood Parish in Denver.
Parishioner Christine Maschka said the 15year-old organization shows people how to
care for others without getting burned out.
“Share the Care was developed by two
women in New York who made a journey
with a friend of theirs who was diagnosed
with cancer and going through treatment
until her eventual death,” she said. “The two
gathered a support group that could help
the sick woman with household needs, driving, preparing meals and whatever else
needed to be done.”
Others took notice of the care offered to
the cancer-fighting, single parent and asked
how the supportive volunteers came together. Out of that came a book, “Share the Care:
How to Organize a Group for Someone Who
is Seriously Ill,” by the originators, Cappy
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SHARE THE CARE
For more information
Call: 303-789-9446
Visit: www.sharethecare.org.

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

SHARE THE CARE volunteer Amy Kirwan, foreground, helps Beth Faulkner, in striped blouse, serve
lunch to her own daughter and Faulkner’s two daughters.
Capossela and Sheila Warnock. Published in
Perkins. She was looking for a way to get in1995, the book was updated in 2004.
volved when she found out about Share the
Maschka found out about Share the Care
Care.
through Denver Hospice and decided to
“I’m working with individuals and on the
bring the program to her parish.
first team I was on I drove to doctors ap“It was perfect to reach out to the mempointments and acted as a companion,”
bers or our spiritual community who were
Perkins said. “All volunteers know that
in need of assistance,” she said. “In the past
they’re helping someone, but we all get a
two years, we’ve created eight teams for peosense of fulfillment too. More than that, we
ple who’ve been battling medical problems.”
all become friends. I can’t say enough about
The number of people on a team depends
this wonderful ministry.”
on the need of the family. Maschka said she
Beth Faulkner, 35, is married with two
begins with neighbors, friends and co-workchildren ages 3 and 5. She suffers from
ers and has a list of more than 50 parish
hemiplegic migraines, a disease which can
members who volunteered to be part of this
bring on weakness of part of the body and in
ministry. One of those volunteers is Betty
some cases, accompanied by seizures.

“In layman’s terms,” she said, “it appears
I’m having a stroke. One side of my body
would go paralyzed and I could lose my
sight and power of speech.”
Faulkner said that of all the things her
Share the Care team did for her, just being
around was the best, to be a companion and
watch her children.
“These people have proven to be a great
resource,” she said. “Caregivers who gave
me their time who have become very close
friends.”
Through medication that helps keep her
condition under control, Faulkner now
leads a normal life to the point where the
team has disbanded. But they are not forgotten.
“We still get together for lunch or to meet
and talk. This program—these people who
volunteer for it—are the grace of God personified,” Faulkner said. “They gave me a
sense of peace I never had before and made
me realize just how many blessings I had.”
For years, Betty and Dick Standiford loved
to walk. Not a day went by that they didn’t go
out to enjoy the fresh air. But in 2000, Dick
Standiford was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s
and their lives began to change.
“As the disease progressed, my husband
and I would come home from a walk and ten
minutes later he’d say he wanted to go
again,” Betty Standiford said. “I found out
about Share the Care through the
Alzheimer’s Association and that there was a

See Program, Page 9
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Denver Archdiocese honors its laborers
BY JOHN GLEASON

“Glorious St. Joseph, help us in
our daily work so that we may
find there an effective means of
glorifying our Lord…and be useful to the society in which we
live.”
Prayer to St. Joseph the
Worker
Linda Schober has been a
computer and data entry operator for the Archdiocese of
Denver for 27 years. Her husband, Steve, has been running
the switchboard at the front
desk of the chancery for more
than two decades.
Both were among 18 people
honored for their work in the
archdiocese at the Laborers in
the Vineyard luncheon Aug. 26
at St. Thomas More Parish in
Centennial. The luncheon recognized the work of parish and

archdiocesan employees who’ve
put in at least 20 years in their
jobs.
“In a way, it’s hard to believe
that I’ve been here this long,”
Linda Schober told the Denver
Catholic Register. “But I enjoy
what I do; I always have. That’s
what makes the time fly by.”
Steve Schober said there are
many gratifying parts in his job,
but when it comes right down to
it, the people are what make his
job enjoyable.
“I have the chance to work
with two wonderful bishops and
the many people who run the
archdiocese,” he said. “This is
quite an honor.”
More than 150 people turned
out to applaud and acknowledge the work of 18 tireless individuals for their many years of
service to the Archdiocese of
Denver—everyone from business managers to administrative

assistants who run the day-today operations and keep lines of
communication open in parish
offices and at the archdiocesan
Pastoral Center. Bishop James D.
Conley delivered the keynote
address while St. Thomas More
pastor
Father
Andrew
Kemberling V.F. read a congratulatory message from Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
“No bishop would get very far
in his ministry without the men
and women who help him in that
work,” Father Kemberling said,
reading from the archbishop’s letter. “Without you the work of the
Church in northern Colorado
would be much less fruitful. This
day is important because it gives
us a chance to thank you for all
you do for the Gospel. I join
Bishop Conley and all the priests
and deacons of the archdiocese
in expressing heartfelt appreciation for your service.”
The other 2010 honorees
were: Linda Broeren, Barbara
Cronk, Jan Dennehy, Mimi
Eckstein, Donald Ethridge,
Thomas McAleer, Mike McKee,
Irene Meador, Mark Miller,
Marlene
Murillo,
Donald
Schneider, Teresa Schiltz, Terry
Shroba, Debra Tavella, Karen
Teiken
and
Sister
Mary
Catherine Widger, S.L.
McAleer was recognized as
the senior member of this year’s
list of honorees. A family counselor at Mount Olivet Cemetery
for 35 years, he referred to his

PHOTO PROVIDED COURTESY DAN BETTINGER

HONOREES of the Laborers in the Vineyard luncheon pose for a
photo with Auxiliary Bishop James Conley Aug. 26 at St. Thomas
More Parish in Centennial.
job as the ministry for which
God had called him.
Eckstein, who is director of
the Respect Life Office, said she
was grateful for the honor and
couldn’t believe that 20 years
had gone by.
“It has been fast,” she said.
“There are so many memorable
things that have happened in
that time, it would be hard to
single out one or two highlights.”
During his keynote address,
Bishop Conley thanked the hon-

orees for their many years of
service and praised the efforts of
all who work in the Archdiocese
of Denver.
“Mother Teresa said that we
are all called to holiness, just as
the saints were,” he told the audience. “And if we look at those
saints, didn’t many of them
work behind the scenes just as
those we honor here today are
doing? You provide support,
your work is essential. Without
you, the Church wouldn’t go
very far.”

Schools to host fun fundraisers

John the Evangelist School in
Loveland. The third annual dinner/dance will feature a raffle
and live and silent auctions with
many fine items up for bid such
as ski tickets, catered dinners,
Intro Flight in a Cessna 172-E
airplane and pool party. The
gala is set for 6 p.m. Sept. 11 at
The Fountains of Loveland.
Tickets are available by calling
970-635-5800. More information is available online at
www.saintjohnsgala.com.

The new school year is under
way and children are back to
their books, classmates—and
homework! The events below
help the parish schools with
raising vital funds. Mark your
calendar and take part in the

food and fun while helping support Catholic education in
northern Colorado.

St. John the Evangelist
“Hollywood Nights” is the
theme of this year’s gala at St.

Annunciation
The annual fall festival to benefit Annunciation School is set
from noon to 7 p.m. Oct. 2 at the
school, 3536 Lafayette St.,
Denver. There will be a wide assortment of food, music, entertainment, games and a rummage sale. For more information, call 303-295-2515.

St. Louis
Make plans now to attend the
annual Jamboree to benefit St.
Louis School in Englewood. The
2010 edition will feature a carnival for the children, spaghetti
dinner, raffle, live and silent
auctions and a car show. The
event will be held from 11 a.m. –
to 6 p.m. Oct. 10 at the church,
3301 S. Sherman St., Denver.
Call 303-762-8307 for details.
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Q&A: Register general manager answers questions about upcoming changes
BY ROXANNE KING

Last week, the Denver Catholic
Register announced changes to
its print and distribution formats.
Soon the Register will be delivered to most readers’ homes via
the Denver Post LLC carrier system and the newspaper will include new dimensions and more
color pages. Below, Jeanette
DeMelo, general manager of the
Register, answers questions
about the upcoming changes.
Q: Beginning with the Sept. 15
issue, the Denver Catholic
Register is going from a mailed
circulation to carrier home delivery for most subscribers.What
prompted this change?
A: It’s a stewardship decision.
Anyone who uses the post office
knows that mailing rates are rising. For years mail has been our
newspaper’s fastest increasing
cost. By using carrier delivery we
can print newspapers with more
pages and keep delivery cost stat-

ic. When we mail, delivery costs
rise based on the number of
pages. We’re being the best stewards of our resources with the new
delivery approach. We also believe
that our new print agreement will
help us achieve the most cost-effective printing of our newspaper
and provide more color
to our pages.

Q: Some subscribers
will continue to get the
Register mailed to
them, which subQ: What if a current
scribers will continue
subscriber wants to
with mail delivery,
continue to get the
why and for how long?
Register through the
A: The carrier home
JEANETTE
mail, is that an option?
delivery program will
DEMELO
A: The cost to mail is
service the Denver
metro area, Boulder, most of Fort significant and is expected to rise
Collins and Loveland. That covers in 2011. Although the Denver
nearly 75,000 parishioners’ Catholic Register is provided to
households. Even if parishioners registered parishioners at no
in those areas don’t receive The charge to them, we invite our
Denver Post, they will still receive readers to JOIN THE MISSION
the Register at their homes (www.archden.org/join) and pay
through the carrier delivery. an annual subscription cost to

Longtime deacon dies at 84
Deacon John Kunsemiller, 84, Sept. 29, 1978. While in the
died Aug. 23 of cancer. He had a Washington D.C. Archdiocese, he
served as a deacon for nearly 32 ministered at St. John the
Evangelist Parish in Clinton, Md.
years.
He also functioned as
He was born in
the chaplain for the
Louisville, Ky., on Sept.
Civil Air Patrol and au9, 1926. In October
dited annulments.
1959, he married Clara
In December 1987,
Thompson. They had
Deacon Kunsemiller
a daughter, Ann (now
moved
to
San
Ann Ball), and a son,
Bernardino, Calif., and
John.
assisted the parishHe spent eight years
ioners at St. Anthony’s
in the Air Force, and
DEACON JOHN
Parish in Jacinto, Calif.
then remained with
KUNSEMILLER
Three years later, he
the Department of
re-located to the
Defense for 34 years,
retiring as a Procurement Official Archdiocese of Los Angeles and
ministered at Santa Clara Parish
in 1982.
His career would eventually in Oxnard, Calif.
In 1999 he moved to Castle
take him to Washington D.C.
where he was ordained a deacon Rock, Colo., where he was asby Cardinal William Baun on signed to St. Francis of Assisi

Program
From Page 7
chapter at Most Precious Blood.”
Standiford contacted Maschka,
who put together a team of volunteers who took turns going for
walks with her ailing husband. The
help enabled Standiford to run errands or to do whatever else she
needed to get done while giving
her husband the companionship
he needed.
“The volunteers provided him
socialization, which is extremely
important for Alzheimer sufferers,”
Standiford said, explaining that as
the disease progresses, Alzheimer’s
patients become more isolated.
“They’ve helped him in ways
he’ll never know,” she said of the
Share the Care team.
Today, volunteers continue to
visit Standiford’s husband and

There are 15,000 households on
the Western Slope and Eastern
Plains that are not covered by the
home delivery program. For a
limited time, households in those
areas will continue to receive the
newspaper in the mail until an effective parish delivery program is
rolled out. Essentially,
our hope is to expand
our distribution in the
Western Slope and
Eastern Plains through
parish delivery.

walk in the courtyard of the assisted living facility where he now
lives.
“They were so understanding
and encouraging,” Standiford said.
“As much as they helped my husband, it was just as much if not
more helpful to me. The support
the team members have been a
blessing and made our journey a
great deal easier.”
To date, Most Precious Blood is
the only Catholic church in the
Archdiocese of Denver that has a
Share the Care program. But
Maschka is confident that as more
people find out about the program, more parishes will want to
be part of this ministry.
“Everything they say about
‘many hands making light work’ is
correct,” she said. “Share the Care
is something that anyone can volunteer for and the benefits are tenfold.”

Parish and was chaplain of the
Colorado Wing of the Civil Air
Patrol.
In 2002, Deacon
Kunsemiller settled in Loveland,
Colo., where he served as a deacon at St. John the Evangelist
Parish until his death.
“Deacon John served the people of God for over 30 years,” said
Deacon Joe Donohoe, director of
deacon personnel. “The wonderful work our Lord has done
through him will undoubtedly be
reflected in the people he has
touched for many years to come.”
A funeral Mass was said for
Deacon Kunsemiller on Aug. 28 at
St. John the Evangelist Parish in
Loveland with plans for an internment at Fort Logan National
Cemetery.
In addition to his wife and children, Deacon Kunsemiller is survived by two grandchildren—
Austin Ball and Monica Ball.

help defray the cost of producing
the newspaper. Paid subscribers
will have a choice to have the
newspaper mailed. If a reader is
unable to pay the subscription
rate and wishes to have the
Register mailed then we will establish a complimentary mail
program for a limited number of
households.
Q: Are there other changes to
the newspaper readers should
expect?

A: We will be delivering a better
product. Now the Denver
Catholic Register will be more colorful. That means we can print
more photos and graphics and
the Good News will come in a
more vibrant fashion! The newspaper’s dimensions will be slightly different (a smidge narrower
and shorter, but the printable
area will remain nearly the same)
but in time we’ll be able to print
more pages, cover more stories
and display more photos.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Come Be Part: of Adoration and praying of rosary before Mass at Holy
Rosary Parish, 4688 Pearl St., Denver.
Adoration: 5 p.m.
Mass: 5:30 p.m.
Tridentine Latin Mass: celebrated
every Sunday at Holy Family Church,
4380 Utica St., Denver.
Sundays: 11 a.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St., Denver.
Sept. 5: 3 p.m.
Annual Blue Mass: to honor law enforcement officers, firefighters and
EMS personnel at Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver.
Sept. 11: 4:30 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Courage: a spiritual support group for
men and women desiring to lead a
chaste Christian life. Anonymity assured. Call Father Dan Norick, 720434-2638.
MUMS: Mothers Uplifting Mother’s
Spirits meets Thursday’s at St. John
the Baptist Church, 323 Collyer St.,
Longmont. Call 303-651-7605 for details.
Sept. 2, 16
Knights Of Columbus: to host breakfast at St. Mary’s Parish, 761 Birch
Ave., Rifle, to celebrate 100th anniversary of parish.
Sept. 4: 8 a.m. - 11 a.m.
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Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
All Invited: to annual festival at St.
Nicholas Parish, 520 Marion Ave.,
Platteville. Eats, games, music and all
around good time.
Sept. 4: noon - 7 p.m.
Sept. 5: 2 p.m. - 6 p.m.
YACHT Club: social network for Catholic
young adults has events coming up in
September. Find out more online at
www.denveryachtclub.webs.com.
Sept. 4: Taste of Colorado
Sept. 10: Learn Olympic curling
Sept. 25: Oktoberfest
Restoration Of Hope: fundraiser for
grade school in the Philippines to be
held at St. Thomas More Parish, 8035
S. Quebec St., Centennial. Cost is $75
per person and table sponsorships are
available. Call 303-221-9240 for more
information.
Sept. 10: 6 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Meeting: of Catholic Daughters of the
Americas at St. Jude Church, 9405 W.
Florida Ave., Lakewood. Call 303-3674506 for details.
Sept. 11: Refreshments 8:30 a.m.
Meeting 9:30 a.m.
Mountain Singles: will get together at
Mountain Resource Center in Conifer.
All singles over age of 55 are welcome. Call 303-968-9831 for details.
Sept. 11: 9:30 a.m.

Knights Of Columbus: spaghetti dinner
at Moose Lodge, 2210 Pratt St.,
Longmont. Adult, $10, child, $5.
Children under 5 free.
Sept. 12: noon - 5 p.m.
New Girls Club Forming: for 5th and
6th grade girls at St. Francis of Assisi
Parish, 2410 Trade Centre Ave.,
Longmont. Call 303-827-3180 for
more information.
Sept. 16: 4 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Tour Mount Olivet Cemetery: 12801 W.
44th Ave., Wheat Ridge. Sponsored by
Office of Liturgy and Office of
Cemeteries and Mortuaries. Call 303715-3221 for more information.
Sept. 18: 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Attention Graduates: of Cathedral High
School, 1970. Your 40-year reunion will
be celebrated with a Colorado Rockies
game and dinner at Johnny Carino’s
Restaurant in Lakewood. For address
and cost e-mail Cathedral70@q.com.
Sept. 24: Rockies game 6:10 p.m.
Sept. 25: dinner 6 p.m.- 10 p.m.
CLAY: Catholic Life and You welcomes
Father Armando Elkhoury, who’ll speak
on Maronite tradition in Catholic Church
at monthly CLAY meeting at Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception,
1530 St. Denver.
Sept. 19: 8 p.m.

Make Plans Now: to attend the
Archbishop José H. Gomez Awards
Gala at the Sheraton Hotel, 1550 Court
Place, Denver. Tickets ar $125 per
person and table sponsorships are
available. Call 303-295-9470 Ext. 104
for more information.
Oct. 14: 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Seeds Of Hope Charitable Trust: annual Evening of Hope to be held at the
Grand Hyatt Denver, 1750 Welton St.,
Denver. Dinner, auction and John
O’Leary will be keynote speaker. Call
303-715-3186 for ticket information.
Nov. 19: 5:30 p.m.
EnCOURAGE: support group for parents of children with homosexual tendencies. Call Father Dan Norick, 720434-2638.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Sacred Heart Jesuit Retreat House: in
Sedalia, Colo. offers a wide variety of
retreats for individuals, families and
groups. Come spend a weekend of
prayer in this site in the scenic
foothills. Complete information is
available at their website,
www.sacredheartretreat.org.
Come See And Serve: with the Sisters
of Charity Federation in New Orleans
this Labor Day weekend. For Catholic
women ages 18 - 40 who are considering God’s call to consecrated life. Call
913-458-6522 for more information.
Sept. 3 - 6
Marriage Prep Classes: at St.
Catherine of Siena Parish, 4200
Federal Blvd., Denver. Four-week seminar covers required 1 and 3 steps of
preparation. Call 303-455-9090 for

registration information.
Thursdays beginning
Sept. 9: 7 p.m - 9:30 p.m.
Be An Agent: of God’s compassion and
healing by attending ‘Just Faith VI’ at
Light of the World Parish, 10316 West
Bowles Ave., Littleton. Call 720-5142004 for more information
Sept. 9: 7 p.m.
Creating Happily Ever After: life skills
workshop for engaged and newly married at Sacred Heart of Mary Church,
6739 S. Boulder Road, Boulder. Fulfills
archdiocesan’s life skills requirement.
Call 303-494-7572 Ext. 200 for registration information.
Sept. 10 - 11
Mature Christian Discipleship: as we
learn from Peter, Paul and Mary in
seminar conducted by Steve Mueller
at Most Precious Blood Parish Center,
2250 S. Harrison St., Denver. Early
registration available. Call 303-7563083 for more information.
Sept. 12: 2 p.m.
Introduction: to contemplative
Franciscan prayer at St. Patrick's
Mission Church, 3325 Pecos. All are
welcome. A meal will proceed the
event.
Sept. 14: meal 5 p.m.
seminar 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Life In The Spirit: to be held at Light
of the World Church , 10316 W. Bowles
Ave., Littleton. Cost is $15 per person,
$20 a couple which include lunch and
materials. Call 303-973-2000 for
more information.
Sept. 24: 7 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Sept. 25: 9 a.m. - 4:30p.m.

Autumn festivals scheduled at some parishes Charismatic conference set
BY JOHN GLEASON

The days are getting shorter,
the mornings may be cooler and
school is starting but that doesn’t
mean that the parish bazaar season is over. Quite the contrary,
some churches are getting ready
for fall festivals, featuring everything from games and fun to
music and delicious food—all to
benefit the parishes and their
many ministries. Below are a few
of them. Mark them on your calendar and head on out for some
first-rate family entertainment.

St. Rafka
St. Rafka Maronite Church in
Lakewood is planning an end-ofsummer international festival to
feature delicious food, games,
music, educational displays and
tours of the church. Kids will be
entertained in the “bouncehouse” and there will be contests
and prizes for all ages.
Father Armando Elkhoury, pastor of St. Rafka’s, told the Denver
Catholic Register the festival will
be similar to the popular Greek
Festival, only with a focus on
Middle Eastern culture and food.

“Visitors will dine on tabouli
(cracked wheat salad), kabobs,
falafel (fried chickpea patties)
and for dessert, we’ll have baklava and cakes,” he said. “And
everyone will be able to cast a
vote to name the Best Hummus
(chickpea dip) in Colorado.”
Father Elkhoury said part of
the purpose of the festival is to
introduce the church to the
neighborhood, which opened
its doors at the present location
in 2007.
“We want people to know that
we’re here and that if anyone is
looking for a place of worship,
this is a place they can call their
spiritual home,” he said.
The St. Rafka Festival will be
held from noon to 8 p.m. on Sept.
12 at the church, 2301 Wadsworth
Blvd. Divine Liturgy will precede
the opening of the festival at
10:30 a.m. Festival admission is
free. For more information, visit
online: www.saintrafka.org.

St. Nicholas
Multiple food booths featuring hamburgers, chili dogs, carnitas and other delights will be
the focal point of the annual

parish festival at St. Nicholas
Church in Platteville. Kids of all
ages will delight to the games
and music that will fill the twoday festival. The St. Nicholas
Festival will be held at the
church, 514 Marion Ave., from
noon to 7 p.m. Sept. 4 and from
2 p.m. to 6 p.m. Sept. 5.

St. Joseph
The annual festival at St. Joseph
Church in Denver will offer three
days of fun, food and games for
the entire family. The event will
be held from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Sept. 3, from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
(dinner/dance begins at 7 p.m.)
Sept. 4, and from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sept. 5. St. Joseph Church is located at 605 W 6th Ave.

Queen of Peace
The eighth annual Funfest
Parish Festival at Queen of Peace
Church in Aurora is a multi-cultural event offering ethnic food,
live entertainment, games, rides
and a raffle with six cash prizes
totaling $6,000. The festival will
be held from 1 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Sept. 11 at the church, 13120 E.
Kentucky Ave.

“Setting the Mountains and
Plains Ablaze” is the theme of this
year’s Regional Catholic Charismatic Praise and Teaching
Conference. The event, which will
feature many nationally known
speakers, is sponsored by the
Colorado Catholic Charismatic
Committee, or C-4.
Headlining the list of speakers is
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., Chuck Hornsby and
Dominican Father Pat Reardon.
Attendees are promised an exciting and information-packed weekend, according to Father Don
Malin, who chairs the organizing
committee.
“People are going to rediscover
the fire of the Holy Spirit in the
Charismatic Renewal,” he told the
Denver Catholic Register. “Through
familiarity, many people have
grown tepid and it is our goal to
reignite that fire in the hopes that
people can use it in their daily
lives.”
The Catholic Charismatic
Renewal began in 1967 at a retreat
weekend about the Holy Spirit
with a group of students at
Duquesne
University
in
Pennsylvania. Since then the

Roman Catholic expression of the
Charismatic Renewal has grown to
more than 20 million active members throughout the world.
Last year’s state-wide conference in Pueblo attracted more
than 100 people. This year, the
conference was opened up to include people from Wyoming, Utah,
Arizona and New Mexico. Father
Malin is expecting a much bigger
crowd this year.
“It’s still early in the registration,
but we could see as many as 300
people attending,” he said.
Monica Hernandez of Archdiocesan Charismatic Ministries reflected on the upcoming event.
“We’ve witnessed the Holy Spirit
moving in a very powerful way in
Colorado and are anticipating an
incredible, Spirit-filled conference,” she said.
The Regional Catholic Charismatic Praise and Teaching
Conference will be held Sept. 10-12
at the Red Lion Hotel, 3200 S.
Parker Road, Aurora. Cost of the
three-day event is $50, $25 for students 14 and younger, and scholarships are available. More information is available by calling 303-4323694.
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Monastery
From Page 1
Snowmass Monastery butter
cookies in a variety of flavors.
“Most of our monasteries
originally had an agricultural
base,” Abbot Boyle explained.
“But many have given that up.
Here we do more agricultural
work than most.”
Prayer, however, is the
Trappist monk’s main apostolate.
“Our work is built around our
prayer,” the abbot said, “rather
than prayer fitting around our
work.”
The Divine Office the monks
chant six times throughout the
day starts before dawn with vigils at 4:30 a.m. At vigils, Father
Meninger notes in his book “St.
Benedict’s Monastery,” the
monks “keep watch for the Lord
on behalf of all humanity.”
“That’s the hour normally
used for keeping watch,” Abbot
Boyle explained. “It goes with
the word ‘vigil’—we keep vigil.”
Between the hours of the

PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DCR

A PATH leads to the main retreat house at St. Benedict
Monastery in Snowmass.

RETREAT GUESTS join the Trappist monks for Mass in the
monastery chapel Aug. 7. The monks wear choir robes for Mass
and the Divine Office.

Divine Office and daily Mass are
times for community meditation, personal prayer, work or
study, rest and lectio divina
(Scriptural reading and reflection).

Contemplative
prayer—
prayer with an attentive, listening attitude—and silence are
key aspects of the Cistercian tradition. The monks observe the
“great silence,” which is complete quiet, from 7:30 p.m. until
Mass the next morning. A “lesser silence,” in which conversation is kept to a minimum, is observed during the day. Guests
enter into this silence while on
retreat.
“We live a contemplative life
with the belief that a life of prayer
is a benefit to the whole Church,”
Abbot Boyle said. “And, hopefully,
a reminder to the Church of the
call to prayer and silence that is a
piece of us all.”

Unlike monks from earlier
centuries and in some areas of
the world even today, the men
don’t replace speaking with sign
language. And while they keep
travel to a minimum—it’s limited to doctor visits, shopping
and annual family visits if necessary—the sixth-century Rule
of St. Benedict has been adapted
to ways relevant to the 21st century. They wear jeans and work
clothes suitable for the labor
they’re engaged in. For Mass
and the Divine Office they wear
hooded white choir robes and
black scapulars.
Monasticism found its origin
in the desert fathers of the third
century in Syria, Palestine and

BROTHER Dean Burchett prepares dinner for the monks.
Egypt. Since then, men and
women have drawn apart from
the world to encounter God.
“Part of all monasticism involves a separation from the
world,” Abbot Boyle said. “How
that gets lived out is interpreted
differently by different orders.
“We are cenobitic—community—monks, not eremitic—
hermit—monks,” he explained,
adding, “Trappists always have
guest or retreat houses.”
All Trappist monks are rightly
called “brothers,” the abbot explained, but some also get ordained to the priesthood and
use the title “father” as well.
“What we came here for was
to be monks and brothers,” he
said. “The sacramental ministry
is in addition to what we are as
monks and gets integrated into
that.”
The common denominator all
monks share, he added, is that
they are seeking God in a profound way.
“The monastery is a celebration of the presence of God,”
Abbot Boyle said. “That was very
strong in my motivation for
coming—it was a desire to live
in the presence of God. Then
there’s a dimension to live it in a
way to share it with other people.
“Sometimes I feel the purpose
of the monastery is to be a reminder to people at large of the
monk archetype that’s in everyone: an attraction toward
prayer, toward living in the presence of God, toward being reflective in their lives, toward
being simple in their lives, toward living in a loving community. The monastery gives witness to that.”
While the monastery atmosphere created by St. Benedict’s
Rule aims to foster holiness,
people outside the monastery
can be just as holy, he said, noting that God’s presence fills the
entire universe.
“The monastery is like a lighthouse,” he summarized, “to
point people to reflection and
prayer.”

