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Discalced Carmelites: Prayer and
penance for the good of souls
BY ROXANNE KING

With this story, the Denver
Catholic Register begins a series
highlighting monasteries located
in or near the Denver Archdiocese.
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR
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Each day, the Discalced
Carmelite nuns awake to the
sound of clappers and the prioress’
joyful summons.
“Praise be to Jesus Christ and to
the Virgin Mary his mother! Come
to praise sisters; come to praise the
Lord!”
Striking their own clappers, the
sisters echo the call, beginning another day of prayer and intimacy
with God for the salvation of souls.
“We pray for the world, the
Church and especially for priests,”
Mother Gemma Marie Hughes,
prioress of Carmel of the Holy
Spirit Monastery in Littleton, told
the Denver Catholic Register at the
cloister on July 15.
“‘Monastery,’” she said, referring
to the Greek origin of the word,
“means ‘alone’ or ‘to be alone’ with
God.”
“It’s a withdrawal from the world
to live in community, seeking
union with God,” added former
prioress Sister Judith Hartford. “It’s
paradise.”
Speaking from behind a metal
grille in the visitors room, the two
kindly nuns wore black veils and
the brown Carmelite habit with
the apron-like rectangular scapular the order is known for.
The Discalced (Latin for ‘shoe-
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THE DISCALCED Carmelites of Carmel of the Holy Spirit Monastery, 6138 S. Gallup St. in Littleton,
invite the faithful to phone or mail the nuns their prayer intentions and to attend their 6:30 a.m.
daily Mass held in the monastery chapel, above.
less’) Carmelite order traces its
roots to 16th-century Spain where
it was established by Doctors of
the Church St. Teresa of Avila and
St. John of the Cross as a reform to
the Carmelite order.
The Discalced Carmelites were
invited to the Denver Archdiocese
by Archbishop Urban Vehr in 1947.
Their monastery, which is situated
on 16 grassy, tree-lined acres pro-
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tected by a tall fence, is the former
estate of famed architect Jacques
Benedict.
The dozen nuns residing at
Carmel of the Holy Spirit, live lives
of prayer, silence, sacrifice and
manual labor.
Their daily schedule includes
Mass, the entire Liturgy of the
Hours sung in choir, two one-hour
periods of mental prayer in com-

mon, an hour of recreation in
common after lunch and after
supper, spiritual reading and work.
The nuns range in age from 21 to
85. Two of them were among the
first three who arrived to Colorado
with the founding prioress,
Mother Theresa Ruoff, from
Carmel of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Monastery in Grand Rapids, Mich.

See Carmelites, Page 3

THE SAINTS: ST. MARTHA
First Century / Feast - July 29
Martha and her siblings, Mary and Lazarus, are
Jesus’ friends in Bethany. In Luke 10:38-42,
while Mary sits at Jesus’ feet, Martha is busy
serving. When she complains to Jesus, he says:
“Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried
about many things. ... Mary has chosen the better part and it will not be taken from her.” Just
before Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead (John 11:1-44), Martha confesses: “Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you are the Messiah,
© 2005 CNS
the Son of God.” She is the patron of cooks and servers.
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GUEST COLUMN

RICHARD M.
DOERFLINGER

Abortion returns to the
health-care reform debate
Congress passed the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA) in March, amidst an unresolved debate about the legislation’s impact on abortion and conscience protection. As president
of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Cardinal
Francis George explained then that the bishops had to oppose the
final bill despite their strong support for health-care reform, because (among other things) it “appropriates billions of dollars in
new funding without explicitly prohibiting the use of these funds for
abortion.” Others dismissed this charge, saying that legislative intent and a last-minute executive order from President Obama prevented abortion funding.
Fast-forward to July, when one of those PPACA provisions appropriating billions of dollars was about to take effect. Section 1101 of
the Act provides $5 billion for “high-risk insurance pools,” providing
much-needed health coverage for people with “pre-existing conditions” who cannot otherwise get coverage. This program ends in
January 2014, when these patients can join others in purchasing
qualified health plans on the new state insurance exchanges. State
governments can propose the
benefits list and other details
for covering their residents in
THE GOSPEL OF LIFE
these pools, but the federal
CONFERENCE
government makes final decisions and provides all governRichard Doerflinger will deliver
ment funds for subsidizing this the keynote address at this
coverage.
year’s Living the Gospel of Life
Pro-life groups found that
Conference. Doerflinger will
several states—beginning with
speak at 7:30 p.m. Oct. 2 in
Pennsylvania, New Mexico and
Bonfils Hall of the John Paul II
Maryland—had announced on
Center, 1300 S. Steele St.,
their websites that their
Denver. Information, call 303statewide plans would include
715-3205 or e-mail
elective abortions. (New
Mexico used the phrase openly; RespectLife.Office@archden.org.
Pennsylvania said its plan
would not cover “elective abortions,” but would cover abortions that
are legal under the Supreme Court’s decisions—meaning any abortion an abortionist sees as needed for a woman’s social or emotional
“well-being.”) These plans were described as already approved, and
New Mexico had already begun signing up enrollees.
Public criticism of this development prompted immediate denials and evasive responses. An initial response from the
Department of Health and Human Services insisted that “federal
funds” would not cover these abortions—leaving open the prospect
that everyone who enrolls could be forced to fund other people’s
abortions with their premium dollars. Late on July 14, however,
HHS issued a new and more welcome response, saying that abortions simply “will not be covered” in these plans except in cases of
rape, incest or danger to the mother’s life, as has long been true in
federally subsidized health plans for federal employees.
Now pro-abortion groups are crying foul, with the interesting
complaint that this pro-life outcome goes beyond anything in
PPACA or the executive order. In other words, they are saying the
bishops’ analysis of loopholes in these documents is right.
The high-risk pool program is just one funding stream left open
to abortion by PPACA. For now it seems pro-life forces have won
the first round, through careful research and a prompt public response. But PPACA needs a legislative fix to close such loopholes
once and for all.
That fix is offered by the “Protect Life Act” (H.R. 5111) sponsored
by Rep. Joe Pitts (R-PA) and 115 other House members, including 13
Democrats. Whether these or other billions of dollars in taxpayers’
funds are used to help kill unborn children is not a matter we
should leave to shifting politics or to chance.
Richard Doerflinger is associate director of the Secretariat of ProLife Activities, U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. To learn more
about the bishops’ pro-life activities see www.usccb.org/prolife.

JULY 28, 2010 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Luau to benefit pro-life
ministry Gabriel Project
BY JOHN GLEASON

It’ll be a time of Hawaiian shirts
and fun in the sun as the
Archdiocese of Denver’s Respect
Life Office sponsors the second
annual fundraiser for the Gabriel
House at St. James Church in
Denver.
Started in 2001, the Gabriel
Project is a ministry to help pregnant mothers and their unborn
babies. Volunteers provide spiritual, emotional and material support. When Gabriel House opened
on the grounds of St. James
Church in 2009, it provided a gathering place for education, training
and support for the women being
served by the Gabriel Project and
for volunteers. Mimi Eckstein, director of the Respect Life Office,
said opening the house was a turning point for the program as far as
the number of women they could
assist.
“When Project Gabriel worked
as a parish based ministry, we’d see
approximately 80 moms in a year,”
she said. “Since Gabriel House
opened in October 2009 we’ve
seen about 1,000 moms. We knew
the need was great, but honestly,
we really didn’t know it was going
to take off like that. But in order to
sustain this ministry, we rely on the
generosity of individual donations.
That’s what brings us to the luau.
Yes, this is fun event, but a very important one.”
The theme of the event is Kau
Wela
Ho’olaule’a,
(Summer
Celebration Luau), and all are invited to join in for the silent auction, games for the children, raffle
prizes and delicious food and
drink.
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VOLUNTEERS DENISE NYMAN, foreground, and Mary Sellers, far
right, assist two mothers and their children at Gabriel House.
Eckstein said last year’s event attracted more than 250 people. The
SUMMER
turnout this year is expected to be
CELEBRATION LUAU
just as good, especially given the
festive theme.
What: a benefit for Gabriel House
“Making the event into a luau
When: 5 p.m. Aug. 7
seemed like a good idea,” she said.
W
here: Gabriel House, 1341
“We thought it would be great if we
Oneida St., Denver
could do something for families
and children, because that’s a big
Cost: $20 per adult; $10 per child
part of what the Gabriel Project is
7 and older, under 7 free
all about.”
Information: 303-715-3205 or eEckstein said there will be
mail respectlife@archden.org
Hawaiian dancers and music and
dance lessons for the kids—adults
can take a lesson, too.
and also some weekend getaway
“But only,” she added with a packages.
laugh, “if their back muscles are
The benefit luau will be held 5
up to it.”
p.m.-8 p.m. Aug. 7 at Gabriel
In addition to the food and en- House, 1341 Oneida St., Denver.
tertainment, there will be an array Tickets are $20 for adults, $10 for
of items on the auction table: a children, children under 7 are adcopy of “Render Unto Caesar,” mitted free. Information is availArchbishop Charles Chaput’s 2008 able by calling the Respect Life
book; a special dinner with Office at 303-715-3205 or e-mailAuxiliary Bishop James Conley; ing respectlife@archden.org.

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Rev. Mr. Daniel Weber, L.C., granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, Colo., and assigned to
minister with the Legionaries of Christ, Denver, Colo., effective immediately.

The following assignment by Most Rev. Paul S. Loverde, Bishop of Arlington, Va., is confirmed by Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Rev. John J. Riley, granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately, until his
assignment in the archdiocese is completed. He will serve as a faculty member at the Augustine Institute and
will be in residence at St. John Vianney Theological Seminary.
The following assignment by Rev. Antonio Lopez, F.S.C.B., North American Regional Delegate, Priestly
Fraternity of the Missionaries of St. Charles Borromeo, Bethesda, Md., is confirmed by Archbishop Charles
J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Rev. Gabriele Azzalin, F.S.C.B., granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver and appointed chaplain of Holy Family High School, Broomfield, Colo., effective immediately, until his ministry in the archdiocese is
completed. He will be in residence at Nativity of Our Lord Parish, Broomfield.
Deacon Mark Salvato, appointed deacon for the Archdiocese of Denver Diaconate Office, effective June 1, 2010.
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1,750 teens celebrate new life in Christ at youth conference
BY ANNA MARIA BASQUEZ

Starting anew was on the mind
of 16-year-old Dylann Bralish July
17 as she stood to embrace friend
Shannon Feely after talking in a
large glass pane corner of the
Colorado Convention Center during a break at the Steubenville of
the Rockies conference.
It was speaker Kate Barta’s messages that morning that hit home,
she said.
“It renewed me,” Bralish said
through tears.
Feely said to her, “It makes all
things new, is that what you
mean?” Feely nodded, saying to
her with conviction, “It does.”
Feely said the messages from
Barta’s talk she wants to repeat to
the youth of her parish over and
over again include those of
“Dignity, worth and the ability to
start all over and fresh. That’s what
God wants for us.”
Barta, formerly a youth minister
in Littleton who now lives in
California, spoke to 1,750 teens
from Catholic parishes from Texas,
South Dakota, Wisconsin, Kansas,
New Mexico and Colorado among
others. Her talk included a critical
look at popular music of teenage
culture, teen’s idea of love and
words of encouragement on how
to live better in day-to-day life.
“We have this desire for romantic love,” Barta said. “Sexual love in
the context of love is the most
powerful way we can share God’s
love. The hang-up is this: We are in
the midst of a battle. If Satan can
distract us from speaking the language of God’s love, he’s won.

PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DCR

STEUBENVILLE of the Rockies keynote speaker Kate Barta addresses youths July 17 at the conference.
“I’ve been listening to that stances played out in her own
song, ‘California Girls’… every- family. Barta confided to the
body’s singing it,” she said. teens that one night she woke to
“They’re all about revving your her parents screaming at one anengines. I watched the video and other because one of them found
it has Katy Perry and her little a love letter indicating the other
minions with candy all over their had been having an affair.
“I knew,” she said, “… my exisbodies.”
Rapper Snoop Dogg, she said, tence had been shaken to its core.”
“Jesus was just stained glass on a
takes a role giving the impression
wall,” she said, until she joined a
of a pimp in the video.
The messages teens might easily youth group, invited by a parent’s
take from that video, she said, in- divorce lawyer who was also a
clude, “‘Girls, you’re nothing but youth leader. “Jesus Christ, who
candy. If you don’t look like a su- had always been a pipe dream or a
permodel you’re not worthy. And cartoon took flesh in my life and
guys, you’re nothing but animals.’ he said, ‘… your fate isn’t wrapped
The battle that is going on takes up in the sins of your parents. If
you want … I will show you the
place in that video.”
She told the story of how in her way.’
“God fulfilled desire in my
own life, learning about Pope
John Paul II’s theology of the heart,” Barta added. “Love is real
body spoke directly to her heart and love can be beautifully exeven after the toughest circum- pressed.”

Carmelites

CARMEL OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT
MONASTERY

From Page 1
Once a woman enters the cloister, she doesn’t leave it except for
trips to the doctor. The nuns rarely
meet with the public and receive
limited visits—with no physical
contact—from their families.
They don’t have a television or a
computer.
“Within two minutes of 9-11 we
knew what had happened because
people started calling us for
prayers,” Mother Gemma Marie
said. “The same with Columbine,
so we don’t need TV.”
The only radio station they listen to is a weather channel. The
only newspapers they receive are
the Denver Catholic Register and
the
Vatican’s
L’Osservatore
Romano.
A turnstile aids the exchange of
messages and items with the outside world. The nuns also accept
prayer requests over the phone
and through the mail.
“Cloistered nuns are a blessing
to any diocese because they provide such a beautiful and radical
Christian witness of prayer,”
Auxiliary Bishop James Conley
told the Register. “The Carmelites,
in a particular way, have given the
Church so many saints who were

Barta lives with her husband
and two children now in Ventura,
Calif., where she still works in various ministries.
“So many young men and
women start out in this purity,” she
said. “Then they start to doubt. But
the enemy is subtle. He’s going to
give you all sorts of distractions, all
sorts of ‘California Girls.’ Slowly
but surely, we lose parts of ourselves. We lose our dignity.”
Barta said she was on a pilgrimage in Italy at a miracle sight where
she prayed when she heard Jesus
whisper to her heart: “The Lord
showed me in that little moment,
saying, ‘I am going to go inside. I
am going to make all things new.’”
“Jesus is alive right now … He’s
constantly beckoning us saying
‘Trust me. You are good no matter
what you have done. I make all
things new,’” Barta said. “Jesus
shows us you’re going to suffer.”
She said just in day-to-day living, it will be in getting away from
tempting situations that the teens
will find the things that God has in
mind for them.
By avoiding all types of tempting
situations, she said, “… by getting
off the Internet when you are
tempted, you are working at that
moment to love better, to be better
prepared for what God has
planned for you. Get ready for battle but know who you’re going to
follow.”
Freddie Martinez, 17, of Holy
Trinity Church in Westminster said
he had been in the spot where he
thought he was doing well and
then he ran into a lot of distractions.

The public is invited to send the
nuns their prayer intentions and
is welcome to attend the 6:30
a.m. daily Mass in the
monastery chapel.
Address: 6138 S. Gallup St.,
Littleton, CO 80120
Phone: 303-798-4176
To join Friends of Carmel: call
303-364-3469
PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DCR

THE INTERIOR of the Discalced Carmelites’ monastery chapel. The
nuns participate in the Mass from behind a metal grille.
consists of two stamp-size pieces
masters in the spiritual life.”
On July 16 Bishop Conley led the of brown cloth (typically decorated
final liturgy in this year’s triduum with pictures of Mary and Jesus)
at the monastery chapel observing that are connected by two cords
the feast of the order’s patroness, and worn around the neck.
Some 500 faithful attended the
Our Lady of Mount Carmel.
The feast commemorates the triduum liturgies during which
day in 1251 Mary appeared to scapulars were blessed and disCarmelite St. Simon Stock at tributed.
“The brown scapular is a sign
Cambridge, England, and presented him with the brown of special devotion to Our Lady of
scapular. The garment came with Mount Carmel,” explained
the promise that “no one who Bishop Conley. “The brown
dies clothed in this will suffer scapular is a ‘sacramental’ like a
rosary, religious medal, holy
eternal fire.”
Today, the scapular worn by laity water or a crucifix.

“Sacramentals,” he continued,
“remind us of the sacred and the
holy and are particularly effective
in battling temptation. They remind us that God is our
strength.”
The promise connected with
the scapular to save one from hell
doesn’t work like magic, proponents say. Rather, one wears the
scapular as a reminder to “clothe”
oneself in the virtues modeled by
the Blessed Mother. The graces
come as one grows in holiness.
“We’re all supposed to be
saints,” Mother Gemma Marie
said. “You don’t become a saint in
heaven, you do it here.”
“Everyone has their cross and

“I was trying to make it work
with a girl. But I never put God into
it. I never let faith into it. I realized
today that’s what’s been missing
this whole time,” Martinez said.
Auxiliary Bishop James Conley
gave a homily focusing on self sacrifice.
During it, he said making the
sacrifice to be cordial to someone
a person might not like can be
considered a sacrifice.
“No one knows that sacrifice but
God. He uses those little sacrifices
not only to increase holiness, but
to sanctify the world,” he said.
Bishop Conley paid tribute to
the feast of July 17 honoring the
Carmelite Nuns of Compiegne. On
that day in 1792 a group of 16 nuns
were beheaded during the French
Revolution. They sang the “Salve
Regina” right up to their moments
of death.
Instead of the cheering and
wine drinking that usually took
place during beheadings in those
days, a dead silence came over the
crowd as the last of the nuns died.
“That sacrifice put an end to the
French Revolution,” Bishop
Conley said. “Every time we come
to Mass, Christ invites us to give
ourselves. We are all called to give
ourselves. Let us pray we will always have that strength. God will
use that to conquer evil in the
world and the evil in our lives.”
In addition to being inspired by
a host of dynamic speakers, the
youths also enjoyed praise and
worship music, skits, and had the
opportunity to go to confession
and to participate in eucharistic
adoration.
sufferings to bear,” she noted.
Those sufferings are meant to
enlighten and purify, the prioress
said. Embracing them as God’s
will, trusting that he will grant
one the grace to see them
through, brings the person to
new life here and, ultimately, into
eternal life in heaven.
The nuns offer their sufferings
“lovingly, joyfully and freely,” the
prioress said, for the good of
souls.
“Our life is for the salvation of
souls,” she said.
A mendicant order, the
Discalced Carmelites rely on
alms for their support. Because
the nuns offer spiritual support
to the archdiocese, Archbishop
Vehr established the Friends of
Carmel, a branch of the
Archbishop’s Guild, to help the
nuns with their material needs.
The Friends of Carmel hold an
annual pledge drive every summer in which they invite the
faithful to make a donation to the
monastery.
“We’re so grateful to the people
of the archdiocese and to our
benefactors,”
said
Mother
Gemma Marie, “we need them
and they need us. It is so beautiful
how the heavenly Father brings
souls together to help each other
and we thank and praise him.”
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

In praise of Father Schall
One does wonder sometimes about God’s ways with his most
devoted servants. Several years back, Father James Schall, S.J.,
one of the greatest of American Jesuits and the living embodiment of Catholic liberal learning at Georgetown, was struck by an
illness that cost him an eye. This summer, Father Schall is recovering from some nasty surgery, which involved removing a cancerous jawbone and its attendant teeth and replacing the jaw
with bone taken from Schall’s leg. Father Schall has taken this
with his customary faith, good humor, and sang-froid; his convalescence, and his enormous grace amidst suffering, prompt me to
pay him long overdue tribute.
He is a deeply learned man, yet he wears his learning lightly.
He looks the part of the old-school Jesuit he is: if someone told
me that, like the late Cardinal Avery Dulles, Schall uses ducttape to fix his battered shoes, or that he cut chunks out of old
Clorox bottles to make the tab collars for his faded clerical
shirts, I wouldn’t be surprised. He is a marvelous teacher and a
great spiritual director; and he is both because he is a man at
peace with the absurdities of the world, which he knows to be
part of a divine plan he doesn’t presume to grasp fully. Yet he is
no ambiguist: he would rather thrust his hand into the fire than
put a thought not congruent with the truths of Catholic faith on
paper. I imagine he would happily die a martyr; the thought of
the axeman’s face, confronted with Father Schall’s smiling, oneeyed visage, is worth a meditation.
He is the author of many books: some, exercises in political
philosophy of the highest caliber; others of a more popular sort.
His scholarly work is finely balanced between Jerusalem and
Athens, embracing both revelation and reason. And while he has
written on just about everything, from Plato to American sports,
he brings to whatever engages his attention that sense of wonder
with which all true thinking starts.
The man is also very, very funny. Indeed, he once concocted
the greatest book subtitle since Gutenberg. “Another Sort of
Learning” is a guide for university students adrift in the vacuities
and disarray of so much of contemporary higher education. An
insight into Father Schall’s qualities as mentor to those lost in the
groves of academe (or to those wondering, years later, what happened to them there) may be gleaned from what follows the invitation to “another sort of learning” on the book’s cover: “Selected
Contrary Essays on How Finally to Acquire an Education While
Still at College or Anywhere Else: Containing Some Belated Advice
about How to Employ Your Leisure Time When Ultimate
Questions Remain Perplexing in Spite of Your Highest Earned
Academic Degree, Together with Sundry Books Lists Nowhere
Else in Captivity to Be Found.”
Were I ever to find anything I had written on a James Schall
book list, I would face the final assize confident that I could
give a satisfactory answer to the question of what I had done to
all those trees.
How did Catholicism get great priests and teachers like Father
Schall? That’s perhaps the most urgent question facing Catholic
higher education today, as the generation of giants that emerged
from the Catholic intellectual renaissance of the mid-20th century passes from the scene.
My hunch is that the giants we have known—and, in the case of
Father Schall, hope to know for years to come—combined a distinctively Catholic rootedness in the intellectual tradition of the
West with a sense of adventure in engaging a modernity of which
they were neither overawed nor afraid. A solid son of the
American Midwest (Pocahontas, Iowa, in his case), James Schall
could think clearly in the turbulence of the late 20th and early
21st century because he was solidly grounded in the enduring
truths, and because he was a man of faith who knew that God’s
purposes would, finally, win out in history. May God grant him a
swift recovery and many more years of showing us the way.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Aug.1: 18th Sunday in Ordinary
Time
Scripture readings:
Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23
Psalm 90:3-6, 12-17
Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11
Luke 12:13-21
Overview: Ecclesiastes speaks
throughout of the futility of life and
how all our efforts to acquire fame
and fortune are, in the end, worthless. It is, in a way, a very “modern”
book, for the author paints a realistic picture of life that most people
today can relate to. He tries to
make sense of human existence
which seems utterly pointless, but
to no avail. Ecclesiastes is the “bad
news” that makes the “good news”
intelligible. This week’s first reading talks about the emptiness of
work: “What profit comes to man
from all the toil and anxiety of
heart with which he has labored
under the sun?” Qoheleth asks.
Work, which is supposed to be a
source of joy and accomplishment, is for many people dehu-

manizing and depressing, especially when it is done only for
money. The message for us is that
apart from God, human life, including work, is ultimately futile.
The second reading is a fitting response to Ecclesiastes. It begins by
directing our attention to “what is
above; where Christ is, seated at
the right hand of God.” Having
been raised with Christ in baptism
we are called to live life with a view
toward heaven. Our values are
meant to be shaped by Christ, not
the world. We are to “put to death”
the unseemly values of the world
and put on, instead, “a new self”
infused with the knowledge of God
and the things of heaven. In this
week’s Gospel Jesus warns against
the dangers of greed. He illustrates
this by telling a parable about a
man who worked hard his whole
life amassing wealth as an end in
itself. “Though one may be rich,”
he says, “life does not consist of
possessions.” The man’s great surplus could have done so much
good; but instead he horded his
riches, depriving himself of eternal
rewards.
Key verse: “Think of what is
above, not of what is on earth”
(Col 3:2).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “In the earthly liturgy we

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
A holy priest
I was very surprised to see the
letter about Msgr. William
Higgins in the Denver Catholic
Register of July 14.
I was a young girl in the 50s attending St. Philomena School
and church. I remember monsignor very well. It was very
saddening to read this story. I
had no idea that anyone would
make such a claim against him.
He was nothing but very holy

and priestly as far as I am concerned.
Often I have thought of the
priests who were assigned to St.
Philomena, especially Father
James O’Malley, who came to
the school for confessions before First Friday and to give out
report cards. How sad for that
woman to say such a terrible
thing about monsignor.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
July 28: Mass for new and reassigned pastors, St. Malo
Retreat Center, Allenspark (8 a.m.)
July 28-30: Tekakwitha Conference, Albuquerque
July 30: Mass, Tekakwitha Conference, Albuquerque (4
p.m.)
Aug. 1: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (6:30 p.m.)
Aug. 2-5: Knights of Columbus 128th Supreme Council
meeting, Washington, D.C.
Aug. 6: Mass, Sisters of Life Profession, Stamford, Conn.
(9 a.m.)
Aug. 7: Diaconate ordination for Legionaries of Christ,
Cheshire, Conn. (8 a.m.)
Aug. 8: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (6:30 p.m.)
Aug. 9: Catholic Radio banquet, Colorado Springs (6 p.m.)

Faye O’Brien
Littleton

share in a foretaste of that heavenly liturgy which is celebrated in the
Holy City of Jerusalem toward
which we journey as pilgrims,
where Christ is sitting at the right
hand of God, Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle”
(No. 1090).
Pope Benedict XVI: “The novel
Christian reality is this: Christ’s
Resurrection enables man genuinely to rejoice. All history until
Christ has been a fruitless search
for this joy. That is why the
Christian liturgy—Eucharist—is,
of its essence, the feast of the
Resurrection” (“Feast of Faith”).
Life application: In a recent talk
to the Liturgy Institute of the
University of St. Mary of the Lake
in Chicago, Archbishop Charles
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., reflected that
in a culture dominated by a scientific and materialistic worldview,
spiritual realities and the things of
God are almost incomprehensible, thus making the worship of
God difficult. The Mass is intended to open for us a “window” into
heaven so that we can see, hear,
taste and touch the things of God,
however faintly. When we orient
our lives to “the things that are
above, where Christ is” then all our
labors and accomplishments find
their true meaning and purpose.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number. We
rely on our readers to recognize that the
opinions expressed in letters to the editor
are those of the author and are not
necessarily those of the Archdiocese of
Denver. Letters containing plainly
misstated facts, misinformation or libelous
statements will not be printed. Unsigned
letters will not be printed. Letters will be
edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-715-2045.
E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
July 28: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Aug. 2: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Aug. 3-4: Knights of Columbus 128th Supreme Council
meeting, Washington D.C.
Aug. 6: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Aug. 7: Ceremonial first pitch for Catholic Young Adult
Sports, Addenbrooke Park, Lakewood (10 a.m.); Mass,
Mother of God Parish (4 p.m.)
Aug. 8: Mass, Mother of God Parish (7 a.m. and 8:30
a.m.); Mass and confirmation, Our Lady of Loreto
Parish, Foxfield (5 p.m.)
Aug. 9: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Catholic
Radio golf tournament (1:30 p.m.) and banquet (6 p.m.),
Colorado Springs
Aug. 10: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)

Aug. 10: Deacon Day Mass & dinner, St. Joan of Arc
Parish, Arvada (6 p.m.)

CORRECTIONS
The story “Natural Family Planning embraces beauty, complexity of marriage” in the July 14 issue of the
Denver Catholic Register inadvertently used an incorrect term. The sentence should read: “In other
words,” the site notes, “it does not actively work against conception during the sexual act; it cooperates
with, rather than suppresses, a couple’s fertility.” The Register regrets the error.
The “Parish festivals, bazaars offer great family fun” story in the July 14 Denver Catholic Register gave
the wrong date for the St. Rocco procession. The procession will begin at 3 p.m. on Aug. 22 at Mount
Carmel Church. The Register apologizes for the error.
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THE CATEQUIZ’EM

b. Miata;

b. Fiat;

c. Le Baron.

c. Audi.

This was Mary’s
response to the
angelic message, as
well as an Italian car

5. In combat theatres many
Catholic chaplains in the U.S. military in World War II improvised an
altar from the hood of this iconic
car:

10. The British Hillman company
had a small rear-engined car that
had this slightly demonic name:

BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON

c. Jeep.

One beetle has a summertime
name, June bug. This quiz looks at
the theology of the other types of
bugs, namely cars.

6. Although spelled differently, this
name reminds us of the month
when the crucifixion took place:

a. Both are originally Austrian;
b. Both are originally Swiss;
c. Both are originally German.
2. The acronym BMW includes the
name of this mostly Catholic
German land:
a. Bade;
b. Berlin-Battenberg;
c. Bavaria (Bayern).
3. This car’s name is usually pronounced to rhyme with the
Sabbath:
a. Daihatsu Brabatth;
b. Hyundai;
c. Mazda Mingo.
4. The Law dominated the lives of
Jews; those who spoke Latin may
have referred to this:
a. Lexus;

b. KubelWagen;

a. Datsun (Duhstun);
b. Nissan (Nisan);
c. Infinit (Infintus).
7. The defenestration of Prague
took place in the original homeland
of this Eastern car manufacturer:
a. Dacia;
b. Skoda;
c. Trabant.
8. This was the iconic, much-hated
and loved car of the eastern portion of the divided Germany where
the government pressured the
small Catholic Sorb community to
become secular:
a. Skoda;
b. Dacia;
c. Trabant.
9. This was Mary’s response to the
angelic message, as well as an
Italian car:
a. Seat;

a. Imp;

The annual retreat for people
affected by HIV/AIDS and
Hepatitis C, sponsored by the
c. Diablo.
Office of Social Ministry of the
11. Poland, the most Catholic of
Archdiocese of Denver, will be
Eastern nations, had this aptly
held next month at Sacred Heart
named car during its communist
Retreat House in Sedalia, Colo.
phase:
Called “Guilt—Friend or Foe”
the
focus of the retreat will be on
a. Polski Polonez;
how these afflictions impact a
b. Warsava;
person’s ability to engage life and
view it with great possibility, acc. Le Chopin.
cording to Al Hooper, director of
12. This biggest Orthodox nation
the Office of Social Ministry and
was home to the Lada, a warmedmember of the retreat team.
over Fiat design:
“This is our ninth year holding
a. Turkey;
this retreat,” Hooper said. “It’s a
place where people can feel safe
b. Russia;
and comfortable in our discusc. Bulgaria.
sions and sessions. The key is to
13. Citroen and Renault are both as- make everyone feel welcomed,
sociated with this home of a former loved and supported. It’s open to
papal see, Avignon:
anyone—family members, caregivers or friends—anyone who’s
a. Spain;
life is affected by HIV/AIDS or
b. Rome;
Hepatitis C.”
During the three-day event, parc. France.
ticipants
will take part in morning
14. As well as being a loose English
and afternoon discussions, recontranslation of cathedra, this is a
ciliation and healing services as
Spanish car company:
well as the Eucharist. Other mema. Font;
bers of the retreat team are Jesuit
Father Richard Dunphy, who has
b. Seat;
counseled people living with and
c. Chariot.
affected by HIV/AIDS, and Father
Robert Fisher, pastor of All Souls
Church in Englewood and
b. Satano;

ANSWERS: 1. c, 2.c, 3.b, 4.a, 5.c,
6.b, 7.b, 8.c, 9.b, 10. a, 11.a, 12.b,
13.c, 14,b

1. The VW bug and the pope share
this distinction:

a. Land Rover;

Annual HIV/AIDS Hep C
retreat set Aug. 27-29

SACRED HEART
RETREAT HOUSE
Archdiocese of Denver pastoral
advisor and support group facilitator for the HIV/AIDS Hep C
Ministry. There is no cost but donations are welcome.
The retreat will be Aug. 27-29.
Sacred Heart Retreat House is located at 4801 N. Highway 67 in
Sedalia. For more information,
call 303-715-3220 or e-mail
al.hooper@archden.org.
Hooper said he hopes that people who attend the retreat will
gain a new understanding of their
Catholic faith, strength and comfort.
“I hope they come away with a
renewed commitment to life and
all that life has to offer,” he said,
“as well as the understanding that
relationships with those around
us are important and necessary
for health.”
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Pope begins writing last volume on life of Jesus Catholic radio host prepares MP3
players for troops, wounded soldiers

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope
Benedict XVI is dedicating his holiday to writing the third and final
volume in his series on the life of
Jesus, which will cover his infancy
and childhood. The Vatican
spokesman, Jesuit Father Federico
Lombardi, told journalists July 23
that just a few days after the pope
arrived at the papal summer residence of Castel Gandolfo July 7, he
already showed signs of being fully
“restored and beaming.” The pope
“immediately began to dedicate
himself to reading and studying
which, even though it’s demanding, it doesn’t tire him out,” he said.

BY MARK PATTISON

CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING

POPE BENEDICT XVI delivers his blessing after leading the Angelus
prayer at his summer residence in Castel Gandolfo, Italy, July 18.
“It’s clear, therefore, how important
it is for him to finish this great project begun years ago,” he added.
Pope Benedict started writing the
first volume of the work during his
summer vacation in 2003, two
years before he was elected pope.
After his election, the pope said in
that volume’s preface that he used
all of his free time to complete the
book, which was published in the
spring of 2007 and covered Jesus’
life from his baptism to his transfiguration. In the United States, the
English translation was published
by Doubleday. The pope handed
his editors the final draft of the second volume of his book, “Jesus of
Nazareth,” in May. Father
Lombardi said it’s not expected to
be on sale in bookstores until next
spring since the work must be
translated and published in different languages.

WASHINGTON (CNS)—It has
been a year in the making, but the
first 1,000 MP3 players prepared by
the host of a Catholic radio program
are making their way to Catholic
troops and wounded soldiers.
They’re not just any MP3 players, though. They’re “filled with
Catholic content,” according to
Cheri Lomonte, host of the Gabriel
Award-winning radio program
“Mary’s Touch” and the force behind a project she calls “Frontline
Faith.”
The intent of the distribution
program is to provide Catholic inspirational messages and recordings to tide Catholic soldiers over
between the infrequent visits of a
Catholic chaplain to battle zones
in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Lomonte, in a July 20 telephone
interview with Catholic News
Service from Austin, Texas, said her
radio program had a guest who
helped bring wounded soldiers to
Lourdes, France. Lomonte said she
asked the guest, “What can we do
to help?” The answer she got was:
“Make sure they don’t get to this
point. Do something before they
get to this point.”
Previously, Lomonte had distributed MP3 players to some of
Austin’s homeless. “We put appropriate things on the player, includ-

FRONTLINE FAITH
More information about the
MP3 player project for the
troops is available at www.front
linefaithproject.com.

ing snippets from the ‘Mary’s
Touch’ radio program,” she said.
But this project would prove to
be a more exacting effort. The MP3
for use by troops are “packed with
Catholic things,” Lomonte said—
seven hours’ worth. “They could
listen to a Mass, they could listen to
a rosary.”
The Mass is a Memorial Day
Mass celebrated by Archbishop
Timothy P. Broglio of the U.S.
Archdiocese for the Military
Services at St. Matthew Cathedral
in Washington. The rosary is a
“Warrior Rosary” conceived by
Lynda MacFarland, the wife of a
career military man, using the sorrowful mysteries.
Other programming on the MP3
includes “Centurions of Rome,” a
presentation made by the late
Archbishop Fulton Sheen at the
U.S. Military Academy at West
Point, N.Y.; children’s letters to soldiers read by the children themselves; an examination of conscience; interview features from
“Mary’s Touch”; and two-and-ahalf hours of stories about faith in
military life, including “The Grunt
Padre” about a priest who ministered to infantry soldiers and a tale
of a soldier who carried the
Eucharist into battle.
The military archdiocese is distributing the MP3 players through
its chaplains. But that can take
some time, with a shortage of
Catholic chaplains in the military.
“Our troops do not get to see a
priest for sometimes seven to eight
months,” Lomonte said. “That
would be like you and me not being
able to receive the Eucharist until
Valentine’s Day, or sometime in the
spring. ... How can our troops go
without the Eucharist for that long
when they need it the most?”
It costs about $24 to buy the
MP3 player, load it and prepare it
for shipment. The funds raised
have allowed for 1,000 players to
be readied for distribution.
“We have 330,000 Catholics in
our military, and our long-term
goal is to have an MP3 player
called ‘Frontline Faith’ to every
member in our military who wants
it,” Lomonte said.
The MP3 players aren’t just for
combat zones. “One of the first
places we send this to is our hospitals,” Lomonte said. “They have
nothing. Our chaplains hand them
out.”
Lomonte noted that the suicide
rate among active-duty soldiers is
at an all-time high. “They’re deprived of their spirituality,” she declared. “At a time when they need
some kind of spirituality, this will
help them. ... That’s why we’re
doing this.”
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Catholic Latino leaders set ambitious goals for future College Freshman Send-Off Mass set
The annual Archbishop’s College
Freshmen send-off Mass will be
held 6:30 p.m. Aug. 8 at the
Cathedral
Basilica
of
the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput O.F.M. Cap. will
be the main celebrant. During the
Mass the names of two college
freshman will be drawn and each
will receive a $1,000 scholarship.
Any Catholic from the Archdiocese

BY CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

ALLENSPARK,
Colo.—
Members of the Catholic
Association of Latino Leaders
(CALL) gathered July 23-25 at St.
Malo Retreat and Conference
Center near Estes Park to evaluate their first four years of existence and set new, ambitious
goals for their future growth.
CALL was founded in Denver
in 2006, under the auspices of
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., by then Auxiliary
Bishop
José
H.
Gomez.
Archbishop Gomez was recently
appointed as coadjutor archbishop of Los Angeles.
The CALL annual members
meeting opened on Friday
evening, July 23, with a greeting
from Archbishop Chaput.
“In my 22 years as a bishop,
being part of CALL has been—
and still is—one of the important
and enjoyable tasks I’ve had,” the
archbishop of Denver wrote.
“The leadership of Archbishop
Gomez has been outstanding;
without his vision and guidance,
CALL would not exist.”
“CALL is now poised to play an
even more effective role in mobilizing Latino Catholic leaders and
renewing American society with
the values of family, faith, hard
work and moral character,”
Archbishop Chaput concluded.
“The idea of CALL is very simple,” Archbishop Gomez explained during the first working
session. “There is a need to reach
out to Latinos that have been successful, because of the growing
importance of Latinos in the
Catholic Church and in the country.”
The Pew Hispanic Center conducted a major study last year on
the way Hispanics are covered in
the news media. Researchers
looked at 55 different news outlets in the country—newspapers,
cable and broadcast news, websites, and radio talk shows—from
February 2009 to August 2009.
Out of almost 34,500 stories
during that six-month period,
only 645 contained substantial
references to Hispanics. Of those,
only 57 stories focused directly
on the lives of Hispanics in the
United States.
“This means that most
Americans do not know well what
Latinos are about. And if there is
someone, some group that can
help understand the Latinos and
change their perception, it is an
organization such as CALL. There
is no doubt in my mind that our
mission is to bring the reality of
the Catholic Latino culture to the
American culture,” Archbishop
Gomez continued.
“What CALL has to offer is
what accountants like to call an
‘intangible good or service,’”
said the coadjutor of Los
Angeles, joking about his CPA
background. “What we offer is
spiritual growth and a way of
helping other people. These are

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

CALL members pose with Coadjutor Archbishop José Gomez of Los
Angeles at St. Malo Retreat Center on July 17. Flanking Archbishop
Gomez are Phoenix Bishop Thomas Olmsted, left, and retired Bishop
Raymundo Peña of Brownsville, Texas.
not things that you can ‘see’ or
measure.”
“What is the ‘return on investment’ we offer to our members?
I hope we will be able to say that
it is this: friendship, meaningful
relationships,” he listed, adding,
“the regular chance for husbands and wives to grow in their
faith, to hear engaging speakers,
the opportunity to get away and
go on pilgrimage. A means to get
involved in their communities
and in our nation’s political life,”
he said.
“To create these opportunities
is a practical, ‘do-able’ objective
for us in the coming year,”
Archbishop Gomez said.
CALL’s president and CEO,
Robert B. Aguirre, offered information about the current demographic trends of the Hispanic
community
in
the
U.S.
Numbering more than 47.7 million, Hispanics are 15 percent of
the nation’s population and 15
million larger than all of Canada’s
population. Hispanic buying
power is growing at three times
the Consumer Price Index, while
the number of Hispanic-owned
businesses grew by 31 percent
and produced $222 billion in revenue over the last 10 years.
“CALL has been very aware of
these trends in these past years,
through its many initiatives. We
have done an excellent job of
branding the organization and
establishing it within the Church
but this day … this moment … is
filled with opportunities to evangelize and to speak out on issues
important to our community, our
country, and our Church,”
Aguirre said.
Among other measures discussed by CALL members was
the creation of new CALL chapters in the U.S.
“There will be difficulties down
the road, but these difficulties do
not mean that this should not be
happening or that God does not
want it,” said Bishop Thomas
Olmsted of Phoenix, Ariz., commenting on CALL’s plans for expansion and growth.
“On the contrary, the Gospel

teaches us that difficulties and
the opposition of the evil one are
part of our Christian pilgrimage,”
Bishop Olmsted added during his
homily on Saturday.
“We are at the beginning of a
new journey for Latino leaders,
and we are starting the same way
we start everyday events: with the
first step,” CALL Chairman
Ruben Escobedo explained.
Escobedo will be responsible
for increasing fundraising among
Catholic Hispanics and leading
the Catholic Latino organization
in its projected expansion in
more areas, such as in Northern
California, Arizona, Northern
Texas and New York.
“The Latino presence in our
country is growing every day. And
that means that every day the
need for this organization, for
CALL is growing too,” Archbishop
Gomez said on Sunday, during
the closing session.
“We are a part of something
great here. We are part of a movement that is bigger than any one
of us. America is changing and we
are in the vanguard of the next
America. We are pioneers, leaders
for a new generation.”

of Denver who is an incoming
freshman may enroll in the drawing and does not need to be present to win. Registration details are
available online at www.archden
youth.org. Following the Mass, a
reception will be held at the nearby
Knights of Columbus Hall, 1555
Grant St., where campus ministry
representatives will be on hand to
discuss their programs. For more
information, call 303-715-3178.

8 l H O M E I M P ROV E M E N T

JULY 28, 2010 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Christians build Habitat home for Muslim family
BY JULIE FILBY

A coalition of volunteers, including parishioners of seven Catholic
churches in the Denver metro
area, are making the dream of
home ownership come true for a

PHOTO PROVIDED COURTESY HABITAT METRO DENVER

local Muslim family through
Habitat for Humanity.
Habitat for Humanity of Metro
Denver is a nonprofit, ecumenical
Christian ministry that believes
“every man, woman and child
should have a decent, safe and affordable place to live.” The organization coordinates construction of
simple homes using volunteer
labor. Once completed homes are
sold to low-income families who
make monthly payments on interest-free mortgage loans. Recipient
families also invest 250 hours of
“sweat equity” working on their
home and the homes of others.
“Habitat allows people to take
their values and beliefs from inside
the walls of their congregation and
practice them in the community,”
said Amanda Nelson, faith relations manager for Habitat for
Humanity Metro Denver.
In 2005 a church coalition,
dubbed Habitat Helpers, was established with the goal of building
one home in the metro area each
year. Founding members were St.
Thomas More Catholic Church in
Centennial and Calvary Baptist
Church in Denver.
Jay Busch; a parishioner at St.
Thomas More and Habitat volunteer, officer, chair and committee

ON JULY
22, Farhiya
Jilo and
Abshir
Mohamoud
check the
progress of
their Habitat
for Humanity
home with
volunteer
Jay Busch.

member for 10 years; heads
Habitat Helpers.
“It’s important to be in church
praying, but I believe it’s also important to get out and put those principles into action,” he said. “Habitat
provides a wonderful opportunity
for people of all religions to help
those less fortunate in a very personal and tangible manner.”
Over the years more churches
joined the coalition including
Catholic churches: All Souls in
Englewood, Our Lady of Loreto in
Foxfield, Our Lady of Lourdes in
Denver, St. Mary in Littleton, St.
Michael the Archangel in Aurora,
Pax Christi in Littleton (Diocese of
Colorado
Springs);
and
Mountainview
Community
Christian Church in Highland
Ranch.
“This collective effort of congregations across the community is a
vital partner in Habitat’s ministry,”
Nelson said. “Their loyalty and
hard work has changed the lives of
so many families.”
Habitat Helpers are currently
working on their sixth house: a
townhome in a 24-unit complex
near Interstate 25 and Colorado
Boulevard in Denver. Future
homeowners
are
Abshir

See Habitat, Page 13
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Tips for having your best yard sale ever
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

have enough on hand, ask for a deposit or
give them a time limit to return with the
money. Meanwhile, take the name and
phone number of anyone else who expresses interest, in case the first customer
doesn’t return within the specified time.
• Use your best salesmanship and hospitality skills. Walk around and greet people. Ask if they’re looking for anything in
particular. Point out unique goods or
special bargains. Explain or demonstrate
how items work.
• Be prepared to lower prices towards
the end of the day.

Hosting a yard sale is a lot of work, but
the more you put into it — especially in
terms of planning — the more successful
it will be. Follow these tips to make the
most of your time and effort.

Preparation
• Choose a Saturday, but avoid a holiday weekend. One day is almost always
sufficient (you’ll be exhausted at the end
of it), unless you’re moving and have a lot
of stuff you must get rid of.
• Consider approaching your neighbors about holding a street sale — these
attract more people than single-family
ones, plus you can share advertising
costs. Or, discuss with friends or relatives
holding a multi-family sale at one person’s home.
• At least a month in advance, begin
sorting through the kids’ toy boxes, closets, drawers, basement, attic and garage,
looking for items that are no longer needed or have never been used. Have several
boxes ready and labeled so you can do
some initial sorting. Put toys into one,
books into another, and so on. Keep a
separate box for items that require cleaning, and another for those that need repair. You can decide later if you will do
minor repairs yourself, or sell broken
items as is, at a lower price. Discard items
beyond repair.
• Once you have finished the cleanout,
sort through everything with a critical
eye. Subcategorize items as you see fit —
for example, you may want to separate
children’s books and adult books into
two different boxes.
• Price everything in advance. Use
pieces of masking tape as inexpensive
price tags; for items where it might leave
a mark, use easy-to-remove stickers
(found at office supply stores and many
dollar stores) instead. If you have a group
of items that are the same price — for example, paperback books — put them in a
box and post a large sign on the front indicating the price per item. If you’re not
sure what to charge, go to a couple of
yard sales or a secondhand store to check
prices. When deciding on an asking
price, allow room for negotiation.
• Figure out ways to display your goods
that make it easy for people to see and
sort through them. For example, a shoebox is good for holding cassette tapes.
Clothing should be hung if at all possible.
Plan to display as much as possible on tables — patio tables, picnic tables, card tables and TV trays. For a makeshift table,
place a sheet of plywood or an old door
between two crates. You can also use
patio lounge chairs and camp cots to
keep items off the ground so they’re more
visible and accessible.
• Package items into sets to make them
more appealing — for example, a bag of
play food and dishes. Use clear plastic
bags from grocery store produce.
• Start saving store shopping bags for
packaging purchases.
• Recruit several helpers so you’re not
run off your feet during peak times, and
also for security reasons. If your children
are too young to be of help, make
babysitting arrangements.
• Use public bulletin boards in grocery
stores, community centers, your work-

CNS PHOTO/PATRICIA KASTEN, THE COMPASS

KIM OSKAR, Ashley Jensen and Karen
Jensen are pictured July 7 in the "toy
department" of what is known as northeast Wisconsin's largest rummage sale.
place and local Catholic newspaper to
advertise your sale a week or so in advance. Consider your location when deciding how much advertising is needed.
If you live across from a shopping plaza,
for instance, you may not need to do any
advertising because of your high visibility. If you decide to advertise in a daily
newspaper, run the ad on Friday, since
many people plan their route the night
before so they can get an early start on
Saturday. Indicate if there’s a rain date.

The day before
• Obtain plenty of “float” money — primarily quarters and small bills — for
making change. You’ll need at least $100.
• Plan the layout of display tables and
large items in a way that will allow for the
best traffic flow.
• Post signs on telephone poles in hightraffic locations if this is allowed in your
community. Make sure the lettering is
large enough and dark enough to be easily read, and include all pertinent information.

The day of the sale
• Allow ample time for setting up. Don’t
be flustered by early birds — just be sure
to have everything ready by the starting
time you have advertised (8 a.m. is common).
• Arrange everything neatly. Keep like
items together. People are more likely to
stay and really take a good look if your
stuff is organized and looks appealing.
• Place your most appealing items near
the curb, but only those that are large
and can’t easily be stolen, such as furniture, baby equipment and large toys.
• Have an extension cord handy if you
are selling anything electrical, so people
can try it out for themselves to ensure it
works.
• Keep all cash on your person, in a belt
pouch. Wear clothing with deep pockets,
so you can transfer some cash or coins
into them if the pouch gets full.
• Accept only cash. If someone doesn’t

YARD SALE
Place an ad for your yard sale in the
Denver Catholic Register (for as little as
$35). Contact Linda Engel at servicedirec
tory@archden.org or call 303-715-3212.

Don’t forget to have fun. Many people
enjoy the social aspects of hosting a
garage sale — meeting interesting people
and exercising their negotiation skills.
Then, too, there’s the satisfaction of getting rid of excess household contents
that have been causing clutter, and putting extra money in your pocket in the
process.
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Before saying ‘I do,’ couples should consider who will do what
BY MARY T. CARTY

WINTER
SPRINGS,
Fla.
(CNS)—In vintage romantic
movies, there is often the final
image of the groom carrying the
bride over the threshold into
their new home to live “happily
ever after” and the audience
never gets a chance to see what
their life will be like on a normal
day after they move in together.

Today’s modern couple is
more likely to cross the threshold exhausted from the honeymoon carrying their own luggage and asking: “What’s for
dinner?”
This simple question opens
up a whole series of responding
questions such as: “Is there any
food? Who is cooking, setting
the table, serving the meal or
doing the dishes? What time
should dinner be served?”
These seemingly small and insignificant decisions concerning the couple’s first meal in
their new home illustrates the
number of never-ending details
that require choices and actions
that will define the marriage.
Most Catholic couples are required to go through marriage
preparation classes where they
will discuss some real-life marriage situations aimed to help
prepare them for the first 24
hours of marriage when they
will be forced to face issues related to household space, food,
rest, intimacy, chores and possibly even money.
Although it is impossible to be
prepared for all of the potential
situations in any marriage, it
may be helpful for engaged cou-
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ples to take a look at the following questions before the wedding and begin to work together
to decide who is doing what.
• Who is doing the cooking,
grocery list, and menu for the
week?
• How and when will the laundry get done?
• What time will the alarm be
set for weekdays?
• What parish to belong to and
which Mass will be attended?
• How and who will pay the
bills?
• Will there be specific times
for meals and will thanks be
given?
• How can love be kept alive
and is there room for fun in
marriage?
• How will household space
for personal things like books
and DVDs be determined?
• Will there be a special time
set aside each week to talk about
schedules, dreams, goals and responsibilities?

The list seems a bit overwhelming, but there will be a lot
of time after the wedding to cooperatively find answers. Here
are some general suggestions
that might help couples begin to
navigate through some of these
daily trials and tribulations:
• Household issues: First write
a list of household tasks that
need to be taken care of and
then decide who does what for
the first few weeks and then revisit the list. Having a written list
is both a reference and a reminder.
• Finance: Estimate monthly
expenses, discuss how and
when bills will be paid, and decide how money will be budgeted. The challenge is to pay the
bills and set aside a bit of money
for fun and entertainment.
• Food: Enjoying delicious
food is cause to celebrate and
there are many opportunities
from romantic dinners to picnics to holiday feasts. Keeping

an ongoing grocery list and
meal plan for the week and deciding when to eat, what to eat,
where to eat, and who will cook
may be a helpful tools to deal
with the daily food/meal tasks.
• Friends and family: Spending
time with new and old friends
and two families is important
and enriching. The challenge is
how to balance both spouses’
schedules. A calendar is a helpful
tool to keep track of and plan for
upcoming events and holidays.
• Intimacy: Intimacy is a new
way of showing and sharing love
and it may take time and patience for both partners to feel
comfortable talking about their
physical relationship. Since this
is new territory, it may be helpful for each of the individuals to
read about intimacy in marriage
and then compare notes.
• Communication guidelines:
Last, but not least, setting up
some guidelines concerning
discussions sets a positive tone
from the beginning of the marriage. A few basic communication considerations are: Treat
the other person with respect.
Keep an open mind. Clearly
state thoughts and listen, really
listen. Use a pleasant tone of
voice. Remember the terms collaboration, cooperation and an
occasional compromise.
Discussing these details might
seem like a lot of work but ultimately couples are laying the
groundwork for their future
years together. A smooth transition to the “happily ever after”
phase shouldn’t get bogged
down with arguments about
why a spouse didn’t make the
coffee or put away the dishes.
Mary T. Carty is a freelance
writer and author the 2009 book
“PMAT: The Perfect Marriage
Aptitude Test.”

How natural family planning changed my life
BY DAWN FARIAS

This week, July 25-31, is Natural
Family Planning Week.
As a child I was baptized
Catholic, but essentially grew up
with no religious practice. As a
married adult, I reentered the
Church, and soon after felt a tugging at my heart to stop practicing contraception. At that time, I
did not know about natural family planning (NFP).
More basic, I did not know
about Church teachings on the
moral practice of family planning.
What I would learn about God’s
design for my married life and
through the practice of NFP
would change my life.

True freedom and
openness to life
When my husband, Ariel and I
took an NFP class, I have to admit
that I was scared.
Giving up control, was frightening! It was one thing to be com-

mitted to an ideal, but something
quite different to follow through
on it. It definitely involved a leap
of faith! Over time and with some
experience, I began to appreciate
the gift and beauty of NFP.
In practicing NFP, my husband
and I must decide if we, as a couple, are ready to embrace the possibility of a new life in each menstrual cycle. When we had used
contraception, we ignored this
reality. With NFP we could not ignore how God made us—as a
man and a woman. NFP helped
us understand the relationship
that God designed between the
marital act and procreation. It
has made us “open to life.” It even
brought our last two children into
the family!

The gift of self
In using NFP over the years
both my husband and I, now see
that we give ourselves to each
other fully in the marital act. For
us, the idea of contraception has
become almost vulgar. It cheap-

ens
the
marital
act.
Contraception seems to say: “I
love you, honey, but I don’t love
you THAT much.”
NFP also guards against the objectification of the woman in the
relationship. Contraception often
keeps the woman in a defensive
position because it allows “intimacy on demand.” NFP does not
allow this because of the practice
of periodic abstinence when not
seeking a pregnancy. A deeper
equality between husband and
wife can be nurtured with NFP.
NFP begins the process of this
awareness.

Growing together in holiness
The sacrifices that NFP entails
have only served to make me a
better person and more devoted
to the Lord. Without knowing it,
using contraception promotes
the idea that children are a burden. Children do require lots of
work, and pregnancy demands
its own set of sacrifices, but NFP
has helped me meet these chal-
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Catholic website celebrates decade of matchmaking
BY LAURA KILGUS

PROVIDENCE, R.I. (CNS)—
Brian Barcaro, co-founder of
Catholic Match, could be considered partly responsible for the
nuptials of thousands who met
their spouses through the dating
website that got started in 1999.
He
said
the
site—
www.CatholicMatch.com—currently has 100,000 active users and
nearly half a million singles have
used it over the past decade. These
figures alone indicate that singles
are actively looking to date someone who shares their same faith.
“There is no question, looking at
outside statistics, that the religious
dating sites are finding more
growth,” Barcaro said. “People are
re-evaluating what makes up a
marriage. They really want someone to share their faith with.”
What sets Catholic Match apart
from secular dating websites, he
said, is the strong sense of community. He explained that providing a community for their members has always been a priority for
Catholic Match.
“If we can build a community of
singles, the relationships will build
themselves,” Barcaro said.
Bryn Evans, 27 of Providence
said that since he joined Catholic
Match he has “come to realize how
many others are out there who
share the same faith as I do.”
Catholic Match asks members
whether or not they accept specific teachings of the Catholic
Church, including: abstaining
from premarital sex, use of contraception, sanctity of life, papal infallibility, Immaculate Conception,
Eucharist and holy orders.
“Unlike a secular website, people are coming to Catholic Match
for a uniquely Catholic experi-

NFP RESOURCES
Local
To learn more about natural
family planning resources within
the Archdiocese of Denver, visit
www.archden.org/marriage and
click on “Natural Family
Planning” or call 303-715-3259.
Online
For Your Marriage Initiative
www.foryourmarriage.org
U.S. bishops’ NFP website
www.usccb.org/nfp
Engaged Marriage Blog
www. engagedmarriage.com
NFP Works Blog
www.NFPWorksBlog.com

lenges by leading me to the realization that children are God’s
blessings. I am constantly forced
to pray, change, make concessions and find solutions to the
selfishness and laziness that
come up often when meeting the
needs of others.
Today, I am confident that had
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ence,” Barcaro explained. “There
are a lot of things that you want to
know about someone which may
not be appropriate for a first or
second conversation. The questions allow people to meet others
where they are at. We have also
found that people who honestly
answer those questions may be
one of the first times they reflect on
where they stand with certain
church teachings, and it gets them
in conversation with others.”
The website got its start when
Barcaro met Jason LaFosse at a
parish picnic at St. Boniface Parish
in Pittsburgh in 1998. The two started talking about a website and
launched one a year later called St.
Raphael, which changed its name
in 2003. Barcaro said that when
they initially launched the site, he
and LaFosse hoped it would be a

catalyst for marriages, create
friendships, and maybe even help
them find their future wives.
Barcaro, an active member of
Catholic Match, said he has “no
great insights in dating or marriage” adding with a laugh that
“running a dating site does not
make you a dating expert.” He said
meeting so many people over the
past decade and hearing their personal stories has made him more
compassionate.
“For some people, Catholic
Match has become an integral
community in their lives,” said
Barcaro. “They share all these stories and it’s really pretty fascinating. People are very grateful.”
Other than the continual growth
of the website, in the next 10 years,
Barcaro hopes to have more of an
international outreach and to con-

I not been open to life in the practice of NFP, I would not have
needed to depend on God, and
not have grown as a person. This
growth benefits my family and
the people I meet in everyday life.
Jesus calls us to serve others.
Marriage and parenthood are
ways we can immediately apply
this call in our lives.
NFP has led me to be more

open to life, more aware of God’s
design for intimacy in marriage,
more dependent on Him to fulfill
these plans. It has strengthened
my relationship with my husband, given me personal insight
and it has given our children life!
Dawn and Ariel Farias have
four children and live in the
Archdiocese of San Antonio.

tinue to encourage Catholic Match
participants to meet others for social activities and other events.
“We really do think that offline
activity is the key,” Barcaro said. “If
you are not getting people offline
you are not doing your job.” He also
said the site would like to do a better job with divorced and annulled
Catholics “to provide that community and support for them.”
Barcaro explained that even
though members are meeting and
corresponding
with
fellow
Catholics, it is still important to be
cautious online.
“The Church, just like our website, is made up of sinners,” said
Barcaro. “While we are confident
we have a higher concentration of
good people on Catholic Match,
then say a general site, it is even
more important to use due diligence and to really be prudent.
You should use the same due diligence whether you meet someone
at Mass, a bar or online. There is no
reason to let your guard down until
you feel that you have really discovered what you need to know to
make sure the person is credible.”
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Lynn Kircher: Sharing the Gospel through sacred art
BY JOHN GLEASON

This story continues the
Denver Catholic Register’s series
on sacred arts.
Lynn Kircher was so sure of what
he wanted to be when he grew up
that by the age of 9 he would introduce himself by saying, “Hello, my
name is Lynn. I’m an artist.”
Today, he laughs when he considers just how many years have
gone by since he first said that, but
an artist is precisely what Kircher,
69, became. Moreover, he’s an
artist who by virtue of his faith,
came to recognize that religious
art has an immense impact on
people’s lives
“When people see a religious
work of art, they are reminded of
the abundant, life-giving power of
the Holy Trinity—the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit,” he said.
Today, Kircher’s religious artwork can be found across the
country from the Midwest to the
Rocky Mountain West.
In
Colorado those works include
“Transcendent Christ” at St.
Frances Cabrini Parish in Littleton;
“St. Francis of Assisi” at Christ the
King Parish in Evergreen; “Mary of
Advent and Angel” at St. Jude
Parish in Lakewood and “St.
Michael” at the John Paul II Center
in Denver.
Through his art, Kircher strives
to bring hope and inspiration to
others.
Originally from Decatur, Ill.,
Kircher was raised in St. Louis
where he developed a desire to
create art out of clay. He spent
hours poring over pictures of classical art and began to fashion his
own works. His parents encouraged his passion.
“(They) were very supportive,”

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

LYNN KIRCHER stands next to his bronze of St. Michael the Archangel
at the John Paul II Center in south Denver. The work includes a poem
by Samuel Menashe that reads: “Michael/Make me mighty/As a feather/Of your wing/Breathe here bright/With fearless love.”
he said. “My father was a commercial credit accountant for
Amoco and even though he had
no interest in art he recognized
there was something there for
me. There was never any discussion about having some other,

more practical, career to fall back
on in case the ‘art thing’ didn’t
work out.”
Every year for his birthday and
Christmas Kircher would receive
art supplies as gifts and at the age
of 14 he won a drawing contest,

which resulted in his being offered a full scholarship to art
school. Then, as a freshman in
high school, he received his first
commission: to paint a mural on
the wall of the local barbershop.
“It was a 4-by-8-foot painting of
a mountain scene with a man fishing in a stream,” he recalls fondly.
“The shop is now gone and the
barber retired, but I know he took
the mural with him and put it in
his basement.”
For two decades, Kircher was an
instructor at the Colorado School
of Art; teaching everything from
basic drawing to acrylics and
water colors. He still draws today,
only now it’s as part of preliminary
work for religious sculpture commissioned work, the creation of
which takes up most of his time
since he quit teaching in 1996.
On the subjects of religion and
art, Kircher said the two have always gone hand-in-hand. He said
there isn’t a major religion that
doesn’t have extensive artwork depicting its teachings—or what he
terms “the stories.”
“Look at Catholicism,” he said.
“At the beginning most of the people were illiterate, very few could
read. So, you’d go to church and
the priest would tell stories. Then
you’d look at an image or a sculpture and repeat the story. That’s
how people learned about their
faith.”
Kircher thinks of his work as acting like a bridge that connects humans with the divine and that
conveys how we live and how we
look within ourselves.
“The art helps me search for that
within myself,” he said. “Somehow
it helps to simplify my Christianity.
It makes an easier relationship
with how I live my life on a daily
level.”

Archbishop, actor Betts to discuss violence in movies
BY JOHN GLEASON

Violence in motion pictures
will be the topic of discussion
when Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., sits down
with Denver actor Donnie L.
Betts at 7 p.m. Aug. 12 to share
ideas in Colorado Cinema
Salon, a new program presented
by the Denver Film Society and
hosted by critic and filmmaker
Robert Denerstein.
The monthly programs will
feature fast-paced discussion of
movies (possibly including clips
from several motion pictures)
focusing on a selected topic pertaining to film. Each session will
include audience participation,
and question and answer periods. The topic of the Aug. 12
event is, “Blood on Our Hands:
Morality and Violence in
Movies.”
Denerstein, who covered film
for the Rocky Mountain News for
nearly 30 years, said the purpose
of the Salon is to broaden the

discussion of issues in motion
pictures by involving people
both inside and outside of the
Colorado film community.
“We want to give audiences a
chance to interact with participants in a relatively informal
setting,” he said. “We don’t entirely know what will happen,
and we think that’s a good thing.
We do believe that bringing disparate voices together can at
least begin to shed new light.”
Denerstein said Archbishop
Chaput was asked to participate
because he pays attention to
culture and current trends and
is not afraid to comment on
them.
“He’s also knowledgeable
about film, and I think he can
help us to think about the ways
in which we react to films,”
Denerstein said. “Why, for example, some forms of violence
on screen can be viewed as art
while others fall into a morass of
exploitation and abasement.”
Archbishop Chaput, an avid

movie fan, said that talking
about motion pictures and
learning about them from others, is part of the overall enjoyment of the cinema experience.
“Film is an important part of
popular culture, and popular
culture helps shape the way we
perceive the world,” he said. “So
every sensible person, and especially people of faith, should
take an interest in understanding how our entertainment colors our thinking.”
The Sept. 23 program will feature award-winning filmmaker
Daniel Junge (“They Killed Sister
Dorothy”) and Colorado State
Sen. Michael Johnston discussing the personal connections audiences make with
movies (“The Movies in My
Life”). The Oct. 14 discussion
featuring programmers of this
year’s Starz Denver Film Festival
will offer insight into aspects of
film festivals, including why
films are accepted, or denied
participation
(“Festival

LYNN KIRCHER
Find out more about Lynn
Kircher and his work online at
www.kirchersculpture.com.

After years of exploring
Christianity through his art
Kircher says only now does he
truly feel like he’s starting to mature as an artist and have a better
understanding of the creative
process.
“I used to tell my students that
until you’ve completed your
5,000th drawing you have yet to
begin to know how to draw,” he
said. “It’s the work and not the experience that’s the best teacher.
“On his deathbed,” he continued, “Michelangelo said his only
regret in dying is that he’d just
begun to understand sculpture.
The only problem as an artist is
that you’re really moving and your
body wants to slow down.”
But slowing down is not in the
cards for Kircher now—or anytime
in the near future. He continues to
work at his studio in Jaroso, Colo.,
a small community located south
of Alamosa, just a stone’s throw
from the New Mexico border.
There he spends his days, often
moving back and forth between
several works in progress.
Asked if he has a favorite among
his many works, Kircher smiles
and without hesitation answers,
“The next one.”
Reflecting on his life and career,
Kircher said his journey hasn’t
been as much about being an
artist as it has been a personal call
to live his Catholic faith.
“My service is to my church
community and to my own spiritual revolution,” he said. “I’m a storyteller with a venue (art) to tell the
story of my faith,” he said. “It’s
been a great gift.”

BLOOD ON OUR
HANDS
What: Colorado Cinema Salon
film discussion
Who: Archbishop Chaput,
Robert Denerstein, Donnie L.
Betts
When: 7 p.m. Aug. 12
Where: Starz FilmCenter, 900
Auraria Parkway, Denver

Programmers on the Hot Seat”).
Colorado Cinema Salon programs will take place in Gallery
30 at the Starz FilmCenter, 900
Auraria Parkway in Denver.
Tickets are $9.75 per person, $7
for members of the Denver Film
Society. For more information,
call the Denver Film Society at
303-595-3456 or visit www.den
verfilm.org

CNS PHOTO FROM DIMENSION FILMS

ACTRESS Jamie Lee Curtis encounters the masked bogeyman
in the horror film “Halloween
H20.''
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National Bible Conference draws 800 to Denver
BY JULIE FILBY

An enthusiastic crowd of 800
gathered at St. Thomas More
Parish in Centennial July 16-17 for
the fifth annual National Catholic
Bible
Conference
themed
“Scripture and God’s Plan for Your
Life.”
“It’s our hope as a result of the
fine speakers we brought together,
and through the power of the Holy
Spirit, people not only grow in
what they know about God,” said
Jeff Cavins, keynote speaker and
developer of the popular “Great
Adventure” Bible study series. “But
that their everyday lives change as
a result of this weekend.”
The conference kicked off with
Mass, breakfast and a welcome address by Tim Gray, president of the
Augustine Institute, conference
sponsor along with Ascension
Press and the Denver Catholic
Biblical School.
Gray led the group in a resounding “Hail Mary” in honor the feast
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel before introducing keynote speaker,
Denver Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. Gray recognized Archbishop Chaput for celebrating 45 years in religious life this
year (he joined the Capuchin
Franciscans in 1965) and 40 years
in the priesthood.
In his talk “Fire on the Earth:
God’s New Creation and the
Meaning
of
Our
Lives,”
Archbishop Chaput said Scripture
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JEFF CAVINS, creator of the “Great Adventure” Bible study program,
delivers the National Catholic Bible Conference keynote address July 16.
is the “one story that really mat- “live the life God calls you to right
ters” and “like every great story” it now, this weekend, in this conferhas structure. He explained that ence.”
Participants chose from more
the beginning, middle and end of
Scripture correspond to man’s cre- than 20 break-out sessions, preation, fall and redemption—and sented by national Bible scholars
these three acts embody “God’s Gray, Cavins and his wife Emily,
Sarah Christmyer, Curtin and
plan for each of us.”
“The story of Scripture is the Michaelann Martin, Scott Powell,
Fernandez-Sardina,
greatest story ever told—a story Martha
of God’s creative power, man’s be- Thomas Smith, Edward Sri, Steve
trayal, God’s redemptive love; Weidenkopf and Peter Williamson.
Julie and Tim Bolin, parishand a new destiny for humanity
greater and more beautiful than ioners of St. Mary Cathedral in
anything any of us can imagine,” Cheyenne, were inspired to attend
he said. “What man has violated, their first Bible conference after
including himself, God makes studying “The Great Adventure” at
their parish.
new and better.”
“It’s exciting,” Julie, long-time
He encouraged attendees to

Habitat
From Page 8
Mohamoud and his wife Farhiya Jilo, natives
of Somalia, a primarily Muslim country.
Mohamoud, a baker at Bimbo Bakeries
for 10 years, and Jilo, a stay-at-home mom,
currently live in a two-bedroom townhome
with their six children: four daughters and
two sons, who range from age 1 to 17.
The family, who survived living in desert
refugee camps in Eastern Africa in the 1990s,
expressed gratitude for the opportunity.
“We can’t wait! So much of life is centered
around the home and now we will be able to
have this foundation for our family,”
Mohamoud said. “I never dreamed we
would have a home in America, this is an
amazing thing for us.”
Mohamoud discovered Habitat for
Humanity through a friend who owns a
Habitat home built in Arvada in 2004.
“He and I met in Somalia many years ago
because we lived in the same refugee tent,”
he said. “We stayed in touch after we both
came to America, and he invited me to attend the dedication ceremony for his house.
“I remember that day he told me, ‘Abshir,
someday you too will own your own house,’
but that was difficult to believe at that time
in my life.”
Partnering on this project has opened dialogue and increased understanding between the Christian and Muslim faiths.
“In Islam, we learn that Christians are a
merciful people, and that has been demonstrated to me,” Mohamoud said. “Seeing so
many people come to help us on our house
has been a powerful learning of this religion.”
Habitat Helpers sponsored “Building
Bridges by Building Homes: Muslims and
Christians Finding Common Ground” at St.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Contact Habitat for Humanity of Metro
Denver
Web: www.habitatmetrodenver.org
Phone: 303-534-2929
Email: amanda@habitatmetrodenver.org

Thomas More Parish June 3. About 230 people attended the event moderated by pastor
Father Andrew Kemberling, V.F.; Imam
Ibrahim Kazerooni; Imam Karim Abu Zaid
of the Colorado Muslim Society; and Pastor
Brian Henderson from Calvary Baptist
Church.
“We know very little about each other’s religion and culture and this leads to unnecessary discomfort and wrong assumptions,
impressions, and beliefs,” Busch said. “(At
the event) we learned we both believe in one
God and prayer should be a bigger part of
daily lives.”
Busch hopes there will be a larger movement between Catholics and Muslims to explore each other’s religion and culture.
“We might imagine a more loving and caring world if these religions learned to respect, cooperate with and accept each
other,” he said.
Habitat Helpers encourages churches to
join the coalition and for individuals to get
involved through their church or the local
Habitat office. Volunteer commitment can
be as little as one eight-hour day. No construction experience is needed.
“Getting to know the family you’re helping
and seeing the impact of your efforts is truly
rewarding,” Busch said. “There is seldom a
dry eye in the room when a family receives
the keys to their new home.”

organist, pianist and choir member at the cathedral, told the
Denver Catholic Register. “It’s a
neat opportunity to grow in my
faith.”
The experience was emotional
for the couple as well, as they
grieve the death of Tim’s uncle,
Msgr. William Delaney of
Cheyenne, who died June 29.
“It’s very healing,” they agreed.
“This will definitely help.”
Twenty-five states and the
United Kingdom were represented
at this year’s conference, including
a contingency of 38 from
Oklahoma, the state most widely
represented after Colorado.
Carol Kmetz, parishioner of
Church of St. Mary in Tulsa, was
inspired to promote the conference in Tulsa churches after attending last year’s event.
“When you experience something you enjoy, you naturally
want others to have that experience,” she said. “The speakers are
top-notch and I came away with
insights I never would’ve gotten on
my own.”
She also appreciated the camaraderie of the assembly.
“There is something that affirms
my Catholic faith when I’m in a
place surrounded by hundreds of
people that love the faith and have
the same hunger to learn more
about it,” she said.
In the final talk attendees gathered to hear Cavins’ keynote “The

NATIONAL
CATHOLIC BIBLE
CONFERENCE ON CD
Complete set of talks: $199
(Save $58 through Sept. 1)
Individual talks: $9.95 each
Online: www.catholicbible
conference.com
Call: 1-800-376-0520

Plan: Living the Life You Don’t
Have Time For.”
“The media and the ‘marketing
machines’ understand that
you’re searching for something.
They know you’re searching for
meaning in your life,” he said.
“They know you’re stressed, and
they know you don’t have enough
hours in the day, so they offer a
plan.”
When spiritual life can’t keep up
in a quickly advancing world, he
said it’s not Oprah, Dr. Phil or selfhelp books that provide the answer, but Christ’s example.
“We often stumble when our
past and our future compete with
our present,” he said. “Jesus Christ,
who lives in the past and in the future, came to the present to show
us how to live.”
After two years in Denver, organizers plan to move the conference to a location in the southeastern U.S. next year. CDs of conference talks can be purchased at
www.catholicbibleconference.
com.
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Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045;
Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Respect Life Holy Hour: at Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St., Denver, with
Father Andreas Hock.
Aug. 1: 3 p.m.
Healing The Family Tree Mass: celebrated by Father
Michael Freihofer at Evergreen Memorial Park, 26624
N. Turkey Creek, Evergreen.
Aug. 3: 7 p.m.
Remember And Commit To Peace: prayer service to
commemorate 65th anniversary of bombing of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, at Colorado State Capitol.
Aug. 8: 3 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Jacques Brel Is Alive And Well: a lively musical benefit
for Samaritan House, to be held at St. Frances Cabrini,
6673 W. Chatfield Ave., Littleton. Show times and tickets ($15) are available by calling 303-979-7688.
July 29 - Aug. 1
Aug. 5 - 8
Fundraiser Luau: to benefit Gabriel House at 1341
Oneida St., Denver. Evening will include food and beverage, games for kids, raffle and silent auction.
Tickets are $20/adults, $10/kids age 7 - 18. Call
Respect Life Office for more information, 303-7153205.
Aug. 7: 5 p.m - 8 p.m.
Annual Freshman Send-Off Mass: celebrated at
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. At Mass two $1,000 scholarships to
be awarded. Registration information available online
at www.archdenyouth.org. Reception to follow Mass
at Knights of Columbus Hall, 1555 Grant St., Denver.
Aug. 8: 6:30 p.m.

Denver YACHT Club: a social network for Catholic
young adults, will get together for brunch at Toast
Cherry Creek, 222 Columbine St., Denver. More information online at www.denveryachtclub.webs.com.
Aug. 1: 10 a.m . - noon
Third Annual Jericho Jog: at St. Thomas More Parish,
8035 S. Quebec St., Centennial. 5K race, walk and
family fun run. Enjoy breakfast, brunch, entertainment. All children receive ribbons. Cost and registration information available online at www.stthomasmore.org or call 303-770-1155 Ext. 105.
Aug. 21: 6 a.m. - 10 a.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Sacred Heart Jesuit Retreat House: in Sedalia, Colo.
offers a wide variety of retreats for individuals, families and groups. Come spend a weekend of prayer in
this site in the scenic foothills. Complete information
is available at their website, www.sacredheartretreat.org.
Information Sessions: on Catholic Biblical School.
Come hear sample lecture and see what it can do for
your life. Call for times and more information, 303715-3195.
July 29: St. Elizabeth Ann Seaton,
5450 S. Lemay Ave., Fort Collins
Under The Heavens: camping trip for high-school
aged men interested in learning more about discerning the priesthood. Trip will be held in Virginia Dale,
Colo. Cost is $30 to cover meals. More information is
available at 303-282-3429 or email
Info@Priest4Christ.com.
Aug. 6 - 8
Marriage Prep Weekend: to fulfill steps one and three
of archdiocesan requirements, will be held at St.
Francis Cabrini Parish, 6673 W. Chatfield Ave.,
Littleton. Call 303-979-7688 for details.
Aug. 20 - 22
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Men called to candidacy for diaconate
Fifteen men were called to candidacy for the holy order of deacon during a Mass celebrated by
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., in Christ the King
Chapel at the John Paul II Center
the evening of July 21. The step
took place following one year of
intensive discernment, study and
spiritual formation. During the

Mass, the men made a declaration of their intentions to formally enter into preparation for holy
orders. The men who received
candidacy are: Christopher
Michael Byrne, Robinson Aziz
Francis, David Allan Gallik,
Michael Raymond Grafner,
Timothy Marshall Hathaway,
Kevin Charles Heckman, Paul

Thomas Louderman, James
Francis Mackin, John Michael
Otero, Thomas Richard Perez,
James Richard Soeth, George Alex
Thierjung, Donald Paul Tracy,
Timothy Scott Unger, Mark
Francis Wolbach. Eight parish
priests concelebrated the Mass
with Archbishop Chaput. Several
deacons were also in attendance.

