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Missioners meet ‘Christ in the City’
BY ROXANNE KING
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One is in formation to be a
priest. One hopes to practice
medicine. One plans to do social
ministry. These missioners are
called to different work, but they
all share one desire: to serve
Christ.
And they did during a twoweek mission in Denver that
ended last week called Christ in
the City. An initiative of Catholic
Charities of the Denver
Archdiocese, the pilot program
gave 25 young adults from
Colorado and other states the
opportunity to combine spiritual and academic formation with
service.
The Denver Catholic Register
caught up with Christ in the City
June 10 during a field day for 180
inner-city youths the mission cosponsored
with
Catholic
Charities Youth Services at a middle school in Denver’s Montbello
neighborhood.
“The purpose of Christ in the
City is to form future leaders in
Catholic charitable work who
love the poor with the heart of
Christ,” explained missioner
Chris Miller, 21, of St. Paul, Minn.
A third-year seminarian at St.
John Vianney College Seminary
in his home diocese, Miller
spoke to the Register in between
leading games on a grassy field.
“It’s very much needed to have
social work that is connected to
Christ,” Miller said as playing
youngsters darted across the field
shrieking with delight. “In Christ
in the City I’m able to practice
leadership qualities that will help
me in my priesthood.”
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YOUTHS race in a water bucket relay during a field day June 10 for 180 inner-city youngsters organized
by Catholic Charities of the Denver Archdiocese.
The field day youngsters came
from a couple of different
schools. A second field day for
75 refugee children took place
the following day at another site.
“The goal of the field days is to
give kids who may not have an
opportunity for a day camp to
have a fun day of recreation,”
explained Yvonne Noggle, Christ
in the City coordinator.
According to the student participants, the event was a success.
“It’s been really fun,” said 10year-old Charlie Jones as he
stood in line in the school cafeteria to get lunch. Describing his

YOUTH

Second Language at the Denver
Archdiocese’s Hispanic institute
Centro San Juan Diego; doing
cleanup at St. Joseph Parish in
Denver; and helping the homeless at the Father Ed Judy House
and at Samaritan House.
The missioners lived in community—the females at one site,
the males at another—and were
commissioned for their service
by Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap. Their spiritual formation included morning and
evening prayer, daily Mass, and

See Missioners, Page 2
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be ‘caught’ by God
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High school youths
respond to Christ’s
call through Prayer
and Action ministry
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favorite game at the event, the
water bucket relay, he added
with a grin, “I liked the part
where I got wet.”
Journei Winters, 10, agreed,
adding that she also liked the
missioners.
“They’re nice,” she said with a
smile.
Other jobs Christ in the City
missioners did over the two
weeks included serving the elderly at Mullen Home; providing
outreach assistance to pregnant
women and new mothers at the
Respect Life Office’s Gabriel
House; teaching English as a
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1240-1304 / Feast - July 7
Niccolo Boccasino was born in Treviso, Italy, studied
in Venice and entered the Dominicans as a teen. A
scholar by temperament, he taught and preached for
years, publishing biblical commentaries and sermons, before becoming provincial in Lombardy in
1286 and master general of the order in 1296.
Thereafter, he was embroiled in political conflicts the
church, then a temporal power, had with European nations and Italy’s various kingdoms. After being elected pope in 1303, he lived humbly and
sought to make peace. He died of dysentery and was beatified in 1773. © CNS
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The Catholic spirit
of knighthood
I had the pleasure last week of spending time with
Suzanne and Jim Broski. Like thousands of other Catholic
married couples, the Broskis have a longtime love of their
faith and devotion to the work of the Church. What makes
their circumstances unique though is this: The Broskis are
Colorado’s new state “co-councilors” for the Equestrian
Order of the Holy Sepulcher of Jerusalem, better known as
the Knights of the Holy Sepulcher. They had come to introduce themselves, and also to outline the Knights’ good
work in easing the plight of Christians in the Holy Land.
Knighthood is an institution with very deep roots in the
memory of the Church. Nearly 900 years ago, the great St.
Bernard of Clairvaux described the ideal Christian knights
as Godly men who “shun every excess in clothing and food.
They live as brothers in joyful and sober company (with) one
heart and one soul. … There is no distinction of persons
among them, and deference is shown to merit rather than to
noble blood. They rival one another in mutual consideration, and they carry one another’s burdens, thus fulfilling the
law of Christ.”
Bernard was anything but naïve. Writing in the early
12th century, he was well aware of the greed, vanity and violence that too often motivated Europe’s warrior class, even
in the name of religious faith. Yet he wrote at a time when
large Christian populations still existed in the Middle East
and suffered under Muslim armed conquest, discrimination and persecution. In fact a trigger for the medieval
Crusades—which began in Bernard’s lifetime—had been
the harassment of Christian pilgrims to holy sites in what
we now know as Israel and Palestine.
Many of the Crusaders who rallied to the liberation of the
Holy Land did so out of genuine zeal for the Cross. Europe
in the Middle Ages was a continent where Christian faith
animated every aspect of daily life. But Bernard also knew
that many others who left for Crusade had mixed or even
ugly motives. In his great essay “In Praise of the New
Knighthood” (c. 1136), he outlined the virtues that should
shape the vocation of every truly “Christian” knight: humility, austerity, justice, obedience, unselfishness and a singleminded zeal for Jesus Christ in defending the Church, the
poor and the weak.
Life today may seem very different from life in the 12th
century, but human nature—our basic hopes, dreams, anxieties and sufferings—hasn’t really changed. The Christian
vocation remains the same: to follow Jesus Christ faithfully,
and in following Jesus, to defend Christ’s Church and serve
her people zealously, unselfishly and with all our skill. As
St. Ignatius Loyola wrote in his “Spiritual Exercises”—and
remember that Ignatius himself was a former soldier—each
of us must choose between two battle standards: the standard of Jesus Christ, humanity’s true King, or the standard
of his impostor, the Prince of This World. There is no neutral ground.
Here’s my point: The Church needs men and women of
courage and Godliness today more than at any time in her
history; and this is why the Catholic ideal of knighthood,
with its demands of radical discipleship, is still vividly alive
and still urgently needed. Whether one belongs to a wonderful fraternal service order like the Knights of Columbus
or the Knights of St. Peter Claver; to an historic knightly
order like the Knights of the Holy Sepulcher or the Knights
of Malta; or to one of the Holy See’s own pontifical knightly
orders like the Knights of St. Gregory the Great; the essence
of knighthood is the same: sacrificial service rooted in a living Catholic faith.
That spirit of knighthood is available to all of us. It’s a
vocation every Christian was made for. And it will never go
out of style.
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CHRIST IN THE CITY missioner Chris Miller, a 21-year-old seminarian from St. Paul, Minn., encourages
youths participating in a field day June 10 in Montbello.

Missioners
From Page 1
a penance service and eucharistic adoration. They concluded
their service with a mountain
retreat.
Their educational formation
included studying Catholic social teaching and evangelization
at the Augustine Institute and
learning about nonprofit business at Catholic Charities.
“I was looking for a comprehensive volunteer program that
focused on service, spirituality
and learning,” said missioner
Megan Crain, 22, as she ate her
lunch. “It’s been a wonderful experience.”
From Duluth, Minn., Crain recently earned a bachelor’s degree in biology. Her primary
service during the two-week
mission was working at Gabriel
House, providing material and
spiritual support to mothers in
need. Crain said she aims to become a doctor and serve underprivileged populations.
“Hopefully, this will help with
that,” she said.
Finding the mission valuable,
Crain signed on for an internship with Catholic Charities and
will help launch the yearlong
Christ in the City program fall
2011.
“Just having this experience is
enriching,” she said. “I’m thankful to be here.”
Missioner Elizabeth Pena, 22,
resides in Greeley. She just

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
Contact Christ in the City by
calling 303-742-0828 Ext.
1048, e-mailing ynoggle@ccdenver.org or visiting online at
www.CCDenver.org/Christ.

earned a bachelor’s degree in
human services, which she
hopes to put to use in a nonprofit such as Catholic Charities. Her
primary job during the mission
was ministering alongside the
Little Sisters of the Poor caring
for the elderly at Mullen Home.
“I’m learning what it means to
serve others—to humbly serve
with charity,” she said.
Already armed with academic
knowledge, Pena said the Christ
in the City mission gave her the
opportunity to experience the
reality of service and affirmed
her desire to do charitable work.
“It’s moving from my mind to
my heart,” Pena said. “It’s turning into being God’s people.
We’re not here to cure poverty,
but to love people.”
The program promised the
missioners the opportunity to
meet “Christ in the City.” Pena
said she did in those she served.
“I’m seeing Christ in others by
really looking at the person and
seeing they have feelings, a history and a story,” Pena said. “I’m
taking time to connect with
them and learn their story.”
Based on the success of the

pilot program, organizers are already planning the yearlong experience set for fall 2011 with
the ultimate goal of launching a
nationwide movement.
“Our goal of Christ in the City
was to give the participants a
glimpse of a yearlong movement
that encompasses the integral
human being: mind, body and
soul,” Noggle said. “Through the
intellectual, charitable and spiritual components of this program,
the lives of the missionaries and
those they served were profoundly affected.”
Project initiator Jonathan
Reyes, president and CEO of
Catholic Charities in the Denver
Archdiocese, said the results affirmed the mission’s objective.
“We aimed to impart a vision
for leadership and to stretch the
young people in their leadership
ability,” he said. “We accomplished both. It was a visionary
and challenging program that
put their leadership to the test.
That’s what made it work. It’s
just a taste of what we can accomplish in a yearlong program.
It’s the tip of the iceberg.”
Expressing gratitude to the
project
collaborators—the
Christian Life Movement and
the University of St. Thomas in
St. Paul—Reyes said he’s already
heard from other dioceses interested in the program.
“I totally expect it to be a nationwide phenomenon and
movement,” he said. “It’s clearly
filling a need in the young who
love Christ and want to serve.”
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At rally, teens urged to be ‘caught’ by God
BY ANNA MARIA BASQUEZ

Father Jim Crisman, as a high
school track athlete, used to imagine someone was chasing him to
help him get into the lead.
“Maybe the reason I was a good
runner was I was always good at
running ‘from’ someone,” he said.
But he would later find that “it
made me really good at running
from God.”
Even Father Crisman, who
could outrun many of the most intimidating athletes, was not to outrun the calling from God.
And neither should our youth,
he said to more than 300 middle
and high school students attending Guppy Fest 2010 on June 18.
The all-day event explored the
theme “The Big Catch.” The youth
rally was held at St. Thomas More
Parish in Centennial and included
Father Crisman’s talk, prayer and
adoration, skits, karaoke, games
and dancing.
“God wants you to be consecrated,” he said. “Do it by being with

people that understand you and
your faith,” he said. “That today
and each day you offer yourself to
God. In prayer, you say, ‘Lord, I’ll
do whatever you want me to do.
Help me to understand what you
want me to do.’ Here’s the catch:
You’re already caught by God. Let
him reel you in.”
Today, not only is Father
Crisman a priest, but he heads the
Office of Priestly Vocations for the
Denver Archdiocese.
Father Crisman broke up his
keynote speech by getting the
teenagers involved in group discussions. He split the students into
groups of six, asking each high
school student what it is they want
to do when they grow up and what
they think God wants them to do.
He then asked the groups to share
with each other stories of when
they followed God.
Bella Whitten, 17, of St.
Michael’s in Aurora, told of how
she wants to study elementary education in college and at the same

Laying a firm foundation
BY CHRISTOPHER STEFANICK

I’m not in youth ministry for the
money … I know … hard to imagine. I, like thousands of others, am
in it because it’s one of the most
important jobs on earth. For all
the ways we help young people
build their lives, youth ministry offers the foundation.
I was blessed to speak at the
Steubenville on the Bayou conference last weekend in Louisiana—
one of 14 Steubenville Youth
Conference locations around the
country that more than 40,000 people will attend, including almost
2,000 at our own Steubenville of the
Rockies coming up July 16-18.
One participant, a teenage girl in
desperate need of a foundation for
life, told me that she was raised
without faith. Her father had left
her family years ago and her mother and siblings were all killed in a
car accident that she survived, as
was evidenced by the scar across
her face. She went to the conference because a few friends had invited her. She left with new hope
and a new sense of belonging. She
was planning on signing up for

time, grow in her faith studies.
Ben Fortuin, 14, of St. Michael’s,
said he was sure he wanted to become an Olympic swimmer. But as
far as what he thinks God wants for
him, he said, “I’m not sure yet.”
“I specifically didn’t want to be a
priest,” shared Father Crisman.
“What do you want to do when
you get older—that’s easy. What
does God want you to do? That’s
not as easy.”
He said his own experience was
in asking God during prayer why
there was something missing in
his life.
“I heard the voice of God,”
Father Crisman said. “I heard it on
the other side of my eardrum. The
Lord said to me, ‘Do you want
peace and joy?’ I said, ‘Yes, how do
I get it.’ He said ‘If you want peace
and joy you have to do my will.’”
Upon his answer he said the
voice also asked him if he had
thought of becoming a priest.
After discussions with religious
friends and family he then heavi-
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ENTHUSIASTIC participants enjoy the Guppy Fest youth rally June 18.
ly discerned.
He urged the students to start
asking now at their age during
prayer what God wants them to do.
“It’s my first time at Guppy Fest
and I am really enjoying it because
of all the talks,” said Kourtney
Johnson, 13, of St. Thomas More.
Some of the students were at
Guppy Fest as part of their last
days of confirmation preparation.
Stephen Sonnier, 15, from Our
Lady of Loreto in Foxfield, was

one such student.
“The closer we are to everyone
else who is in the image of God, the
closer to God we are,” he said. He
felt more involved in the Catholic
community while attending
Guppy Fest, he said.
“The talks really mean something to me and make me want to
get more involved with my faith,”
said Katie Galgano, 13, who goes to
St. Frances Cabrini Parish in
Littleton.
non-religious peers. Perhaps this
should all be obvious. If a firm
foundation is in place, life “works.”
What isn’t so obvious then, is why
we Catholics are investing so little
in youth ministry.
The 40,000 teens attending the
Steubenville Youth Conference nationally is great, and I’m thrilled
that close to 2,000 come to our
own! But there are millions of
Catholic teens in America and
there are tens-of-thousands of
them in the Archdiocese of
Denver. There are approximately
2,300 parishes offering significant
youth ministry programs in the
U.S, and that is wonderful. But
that is out of 19,000 parishes, most
of which do very little for teens.
It’s important that we invest in
education, sports, and a whole
myriad of programs to build up
our young people. But building all
that without a strong faith is like
building a skyscraper on the sand.
If your parish isn’t investing much
in youth ministry, it’s time to stop
overlooking the foundation!

Archdiocesan Prison Ministry and
spiritual assistant for Our Lady of
the Angels Federation of the
Capuchin Poor Clares, effective
immediately. He will reside at San
Damiano Friary and will serve as
vicar for the community.
Rev. David Songy, O.F.M. Cap.,
granted presbyteral faculties of
the Archdiocese of Denver, and
assigned as vicar of the St.
Anthony of Padua Friary and director of formation for the
Capuchin Province of MidAmerica, effective June 27, 2010.
He will be in residence at St.
Anthony of Padua Friary.

RCIA as soon as she got home.
Another participant approached
me after a powerful experience of
worship and adoration with his
daughter. “I did a lot of drugs in
college,” he said, “but I’ve never
felt anything like that. Ever.”
I saw 3,500 kids jumping up and
down like they were at a rock concert, but instead of glorifying MTV
culture they were singing the song
lyrics, “Tell the world that Jesus
lives!” I saw them kneeling in silence, fixed on the Eucharist. I
watched “tough” high school guys
huddle, foreheads touching and
arms locked as they prayed for one
another during the men’s session.
Vocation shortage? Not at
Steubenville Youth Conferences.
When Bishop Sam Jacobs of the
Houma-Thibodaux
Diocese
asked those interested in the
priesthood to come forward hundreds of young men approached
the altar. More than 9 percent of
the total vocations ordained in
the United States last year went
to one of the Steubenville Youth
Conferences as a teen—a huge
number considering that only a
fraction of the total Catholic pop-

ulation attends the conferences.
But more important than vocation calls, rock concerts for Jesus,
or moving experiences, is the fact
that life on a whole starts to “make
sense” for young people at experiences like this. The end goal of
these conferences, like youth ministry in general, is not just to get
teens involved in youth groups. It’s
about building a foundation for
their lives. And as excited as I am
for these teens, I lament the fact
that there are so many who leave
faith on the periphery of their lives
and never find the solid foundation that only Jesus Christ offers.
Then-Cardinal Ratzinger, reflecting on life that is not built on
faith, said, “The deepest poverty is
the inability of joy, the tediousness
of a life considered absurd and
contradictory”
(Address
to
Catechists and Religion Teachers,

Dec. 12, 2000). We can give young
people the tools to excel, but if
they don’t grasp the purpose of it
all, why should they bother? Life
starts to look like a poor attempt at
modern art: random shapes and
explosions of color with no form,
no big picture, no meaning.
Ratzinger continued, “If the art
of living remains an unknown,
nothing else works. … This art can
only be communicated by … he
who is the Gospel personified,
(Jesus Christ).” One of my best
friends entered youth ministry
after years working as a parole officer. He realized that for all the government programs he could point
teens to, their lives would simply
“not work” without faith.
Studies prove time and again
that religious teens are simply
turning out better than non-religious teens. According to one recent survey, the National Study on
Youth and Religion, very religious
teens are far less likely to smoke,
drink, use pot, and be sexually active, among other things. They
even watch far less TV. Most important, they have a deeper sense
of hope and purpose, greater
strength to get through hard times,
and are more motivated to be
moral and altruistic than their

The following assignment by Rev.
Douglas Marcouiller, S.L., provincial, Jesuits of the Missouri
Province, St. Louis, Mo., is confirmed by Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Rev. Timothy McMahon, S.J., granted presbyteral faculties of the
Archdiocese of Denver, effective
immediately, until his ministry in
the archdiocese is completed. He is
assigned as president, Arrupe
Jesuit High School, and a member
of the Regis University Jesuit
Community, Denver, Colo.
The following assignment by Rev.
Pawel Bandurski, Schr., provincial,

Society of Christ, Lombardi, Ill., is
confirmed by Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Rev. Marek Ciesla, Schr., granted
presbyteral faculties of the
Archdiocese of Denver, and appointed pastor, St. Joseph Polish
Parish, Denver, Colo., effective Aug.
1, 2010, until his ministry in the
archdiocese is completed.
The following assignments by Very
Rev. Charles Polifka, O.F.M. Cap.,
provincial minister, Capuchin
Franciscans, Province of MidAmerica, Denver, Colo., is confirmed by Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.

Rev. Mr. Barnabas Eichor, O.F.M.
Cap., granted diaconal faculties of
the Archdiocese of Denver, and assigned to Holy Ghost Parish, effective June 4, 2010. He will be in residence at San Antonio Friary.
Rev. Jeff Ernst, O.F.M. Cap., granted presbyteral faculties of the
Archdiocese of Denver, and assigned Guardian of the St. Anthony
of Padua Friary, and director of postulants for the Capuchin Province
of Mid-America, effective immediately. He will be in residence at St.
Anthony of Padua Friary.
Rev. William Kraus, O.F.M. Cap.,
appointed chaplain of the

STEUBENVILLE OF
THE ROCKIES
Deadline to register has been
extended to July 9! Interested
in attending? E-mail
michelle.peters@archden.org or
call 303-715-3245.

Speaker and author Christopher
Stefanick is director of Youth,Young
Adult and Campus Ministry for the
Denver
Archdiocese.
Visit
www.chris-stefanick.com.

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Rev. Richard Nakvasil, L.C.,
parochial vicar, St. Frances
Cabrini Parish, Littleton, Colo.,
effective July 1, 2010, for a
three-year period.
Rev. Jan Mucha, granted retirement status, effective Aug. 1, 2010.

The following assignment by Rev.
John Fogarty, C.S.Sp., U.S. provincial, Congregation of the Holy
Spirit, is confirmed by Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Rev. William Smith, C.S.Sp., reappointed parochial vicar, St.
Stephen Parish, Glenwood
Springs, Colo., effective immediately, until July 1, 2011.

4 l OPINION

JUNE 30, 2010 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Vocations Walk draws 100 faithful
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

World Cup blues
Although I played a bit of the “beautiful game” in high school
and college, and rooted for the Baltimore Bays when professional
soccer was trying to get started in the U.S. with rosters composed
of aging Europeans and not-quite-ready-for-prime-time players
from Latin American and the Caribbean, I can’t say that I share
the passionate interest of, oh, 80 percent of humanity in the current World Cup goings-on.
Perhaps it has something to do with some recent history.
I watched the 1994 World Cup final in Cracow’s un-air-conditioned Hotel Royal, recovering from a 104-degree fever caused by
an attack of food poisoning that struck me on a bus trip to the
shrine of the Black Madonna in Czestochowa—not the place to
suffer a violent attack of gastric distress, I assure you. The TV in
my hotel room was a 6-inch diameter black and white job, which
reduced the Los Angeles Coliseum to the size of a large soup
plate. Nor was my frame of mind improved by the game itself, a
0-0 (or “Nil-Nil,” in soccer-speak) tie between Brazil and Italy, ultimately won by the Brazilians who prevailed in penalty kicks, 3-2:
a practice that struck me, then and now, as akin to settling the
seventh game of the World Series by playing home run derby.
The 1998 World Cup was held in France and saw the host country record its first Cup win. That made President Jacques Chirac
happy, and as a general proposition, whatever made Jacques
happy made George unhappy.
On the first day of World Cup 2002, I happened to be in Lisbon,
preparing to address a lunch meeting of what was described to
me as “75 percent of the Portuguese GNP.” The United States
played Portugal that morning and the Portuguese capital adjourned all business in order to watch the match, which it was assumed Portugal would win handily. Somehow, though, the U.S.
prevailed, 3-2, which did not put my lunch audience in the most
receptive of moods. I fear I did not improve the situation by apologizing for the game’s outcome, on the grounds that “You obviously care about this a lot more than we do…”
Then there was World Cup 2006, the final game of which is remembered primarily for the French star, Zinedine Zidane, getting
himself ejected in overtime for head-butting an Italian adversary.
Again, neither of the finalists managed to score a goal, so once
again, the soccer equivalent of home run derby settled things in
favor of the Italians.
I’ll be teaching in Cracow when the World Cup is in its win-orgo-home elimination round this year, and my students from central and eastern Europe will be intensely following every game—
even the Nil-Nil games which, I will be told, are exercises in beauty that one must learn to appreciate. I’m sorry but I’ve tried, and it
doesn’t work.
I am perfectly prepared to argue that people who complain that
“nothing happens in baseball” simply don’t know what they’re
watching, for something is happening in baseball, the most situational of our sports, every second. But I’m not prepared to concede that I’m “missing something” in a sport in which there are
more histrionics than in small-town Italian opera, scoring is
about as frequent as Commonweal editorials praising the Roman
Curia, and the premier global event is settled by home-run derby
(or, if you prefer, a field-goal kicking contest).
As for the beautiful game’s athleticism, I readily concede that
these guys are in fantastic shape and do some amazing things. But
will a month of World Cup highlights produce any more incidents of
beautiful athleticism than two weeks of “Web Gems” on ESPN’s
“Sports Center” during the baseball season? I very much doubt it.
Out of solidarity with my students, I’ll watch the World Cup
final, praying that it isn’t settled by a penalty-kick shootout. And
I’ll be grateful that, for a few weeks, the usually-empty phrase “international community” actually means something. But I wish it
would happen through a sport that acknowledges a simple, biblical truth: God gave us opposable thumbs for a reason.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

June 12 brought clouds, rain and
prayers for vocations. The annual
Vocations Walk drew 100 people to
pray for current and new vocations
for the Denver Archdiocese. In
honor of the Year for Priests, this
year’s walk was held at a new location, St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary at the John Paul II Center
campus in south Denver. The
faithful joined in praying the
Stations of the Cross, attended
Mass and enjoyed a barbecue
lunch. Attendees included seminarians, members of the Serra
Club, Knights of Columbus, families and singles, Boy Scouts, the
Religious Sisters of Mercy’s
Sodality of Mary, and the Little
Sisters of the Poor’s Teenage
Hospitality Club. The event was
sponsored by the Office of

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

July 4: 14th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Isaiah 66:10-14
• Psalm 66:1-7, 16, 20
• Galatians 6:14-18
• Luke 10:1-12, 17-20
Overview: The first reading describes the immense joy attending the return of God’s people
after the Babylonian exile (597537 B.C). The sight of the holy city
filled the exiles with such joy that
Jerusalem is compared to a loving
mother embracing her children.
Jerusalem prefigures the Church,
which, like the holy city, is our
mother and teacher who loves us
with the tenderest love. The second reading focuses on the transforming power of the cross. One
of the purposes of Paul’s letter to
the Galatians was to help them
guard against two dangers: One
was the danger of lapsing back
into a form of religion based on
rules and outward religious acts,
such as circumcision. The other
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Vocations, Serra Clubs of Colorado
and the Knights of Columbus.
“Despite the rain we had a terrific group attend,” said Father Jim
Crisman, director of priestly vocations. “No doubt the Lord has

heard and will answer our prayers
for more vocations to holy orders
and consecrated life here in the
Archdiocese of Denver. Thank
you to all who joined in that
prayer.”

danger was syncretism—the inclusion of pagan beliefs and practices in the life of the Church.
Paul, therefore, points to the cross
of Jesus Christ, a central symbol of
our faith and a beacon of hope to
millions. All three synoptic
Gospels testify to the call and
sending of the Twelve, but only
Luke bears witness to the sending
of 72 disciples (other translations
say “70”). The number recalls how
Moses appointed 70 elders to help
him teach and govern the people
during their time in the desert
(Nm 11:16). The 70 (or 72) thus
represents The New People of
God sent out by Christ on a mission to the whole human race.
The main point of the Gospel is
that the Church is missionary by
her very nature. The Church goes
out to the lost and lonely in order
to bring them safely home.
Key verse: “The Lord appointed 72 others whom he sent ahead
of him in pairs” (Lk 10:1).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “The Lord’s missionary
mandate is ultimately grounded in
the eternal love of the Most Holy
Trinity: ‘The Church on earth is by
her nature missionary since, according to the plan of the Father,
she has as her origin the mission of
the Son and the Holy Spirit.’ The

ultimate purpose of mission is
none other than to make men
share in the communion between
the Father and the Son in their
Spirit of love” (No. 850).
Pope Benedict XVI: “If you do
not become his witnesses in your
daily lives, who will do so in your
place? Christians are, in the
Church and with the Church, missionaries of Christ sent into the
world. This is the indispensable
mission of every ecclesial community: to receive from God and to
offer to the world the Risen Christ,
so that every situation of weakness
and of death may be transformed,
through the Holy Spirit, into an opportunity for growth and life”
(Homily, May 14).
Life application: Those who
become Catholic often have the
experience of “coming home.”
Some are “lapsed” Catholics
who’ve been away from the
Church for awhile, while some
are Protestants whose journey of
faith has led them to the Catholic
Church. There are many reasons
why people become Catholic, but
one thing they have in common:
they experience in their homecoming the unfathomable love of
God in a Church that comforts
them as a mother comforts her
child.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Emblem of pain, Shroud
of Turin, inspires faith
I enjoyed the article in the
Denver Catholic Register, “The
Holy Shroud: ‘An icon written in
blood’” (June 2). I was interested
that the article noted that the cloth
had been in the city of Turin since
the year 1578, when the aged and
sickly archbishop of Milan had it
brought there so he and others
could venerate the linen cloth for
their prayers to Christ being answered, in sparing their populace
from the deadly Plague.
The article noted that the
shroud—when it is displayed—
draws the faithful, the curious and
skeptics. Faithful pilgrims and unbelieving agnostics have been

drawn to it in droves.
Personally, I believe that it is the
burial shroud of Jesus of Nazareth.
Some skeptics try to claim that carbon-14 testing disproves any connection to the era of Jesus Christ’s
lifetime on earth. Although I believe in science, I think that carbon-14 dating is faulty in itself.
Nearly everyone agrees that the
image on the Shroud of Turin is a
man crowned with thorns who
was obviously crucified and
wounded in his right side.
Instantly, I feel sorrow and I am
mindful that our trust must be
placed in Almighty God. The
Shroud of Turin is an emblem of
pain and suffering—but it also inspires faith—and regardless of
whether its origin is definitely
proven by human hands, it is cer-

tainly certified inside human
hearts.
James A. Marples
Longview, Texas

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250 words
and should include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. We rely on
our readers to recognize that the opinions
expressed in letters to the editor are those
of the author and are not necessarily those
of the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters
containing plainly misstated facts,
misinformation or libelous statements will
not be printed. Unsigned letters will not be
printed. Letters will be edited. Send letters
to: Editor, Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303715-2045. E-mail us at:
editor@archden.org.
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St. Boniface was
English, but became
bishop of Mainz in
which region?
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
In June the liturgical calendar is
filled with feast days. Test your
knowledge of these friends in
heaven with this week’s quiz.
1. June 1 commemorates St.
Justin. He was a layman known
primarily for his:
a. “Justin Time Inventory” of
Christian books (forerunner of
the Alexandrine library);
b. Skill at reconciling platonic
philosophy and reason with
Christianity;
c. Ability to heal everyone, except, ultimately himself.
2. June 2 is the feast of Sts.
Marcellinus and Peter, martyrs.
They were killed in 304 in Rome.

Why was this bad timing?

c. Bishop.

a. They died after the Roman
Empire collapsed, so couldn’t be
canonized until 1437;

6. St. Barnabas (June 11), a firstcentury convert from Cyprus, is
called “Apostle” because:

b. They were killed a decade before Christianity was legalized,
so they were among the last
martyrs;

a. He was an associate of the
Apostle Paul;

c. The Jesuits.

b. The early Church mistranslated the Greek Andros Postile
(“messenger boy”);

10. John the Baptist (June 24)
was, according to Scripture, re lated to Jesus this way:

c. They were executed just because it was Nero’s birthday
when they were captured.
3. St. Boniface (June 5) was
English, but became bishop of
Mainz in this region:

c. He was confused with the
Barnabas who replaced Judas.
7. St. Anthony of Padua (June
13) was a theologian of this
order, founded by an Italian:

9. St. Aloysius Gonzaga (June
21) was a noble but rejected
wealth to join this order:

a. Being a fisherman, he was
buried at sea, in the Bark of St.
Peter;

a. The Poor Guise;

b. On Vatican Hill, hence the location of St. Peter’s Basilica;

b. The Franciscans;

a. John was his uncle;
b. John was Jesus’ cousin;
c. They were both of the house
of Judah, but not blood relatives.

c. On Petrograd Island, off the
coast of Dalmatia.
14. St. Paul was a Christian
Apostle, but was he Jewish,
Roman or Greek?
a. He was a Greek, born pagan,
and converted to Judaism after
his horse dropped dead;
b. He was Roman; his enemies
called him “Greek” as a way of
discrediting him;

a. Egypt;

a. The Padovani;

b. Turkey;

b. The Franciscans;

c. Germany.

11. St. Cyril of Alexandria (June
27) contended with this heretic:

c. The Illuminati.

4. St. Norbert (June 6) founded
an order known as Norbertines,
and by this title:

a. Paganus;

8. St. Romuald (June 19) was particularly active against public violence and political killings. Why?

b. Nestorius;

a. Premonstratensians;

12. St. Irenaeus (June 28) was
bishop of this French city,
named for a Celtic god:

a. Converts from Judaism to
Catholicism;

c. Nustrains.

a. He was a lifelong pacifist, belonging to the Catholic
Amishites;
b. He had acted as his father’s
second in a duel, in which his father killed a man;

a. Lyons ;

b. Martyrs of the Church of Rome;

5. St. Ephrem (Ephraem) of
Syria, a doctor of the Church,
had this clerical rank:

b. Harfleur;
c. Druidicae.

c. Single people to profess
celibacy and join monasteries.

a. Deacon;

c. He was beaten up by a crowd
chanting “bonk the monk” as he
professed his vows.

13. June 29 is the feast of Sts.
Peter and Paul, Apostles. Where
is Peter most likely buried?

b. The Scotiatists;

b. Priest;

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
July 8: Catholic Foundation Executive
Committee meeting (3:30 p.m.)
July 10: Mass and confirmation, St. Patrick
Parish, Holyoke (11 a.m.)

c. Julian the Incorrect.

c. He was all three—a Roman citizen, culturally Greek, and a Jew
by religion and race.
15. The last day of June is a memorial for the first of these:

ANSWERS: 1.b, 2.b, 3.c, 4.a, 5.a,
6.a, 7.b, 8.b, 9.c, 10.b, 11.b, 12.a,
13.b, 14.c, 15.b.

THE CATEQUIZ’EM

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
July 11: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
July 12: Lutheran Pastors Workshop, Franciscan
Retreat Center, Colorado Springs (2 p.m.)

June 30: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
July 7-14: Spiritual retreat
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Early evidence of devotion to apostles found in Rome catacombs
BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

ROME (CNS)—In the basement
of an Italian insurance company’s
modern office building, Vatican archaeologists—armed
with
lasers—discovered important historical evidence about the development of Christian devotion to
the apostles.
At Rome’s Catacombs of St.
Thecla, in the burial chamber of a
Roman noblewoman, they have
discovered what they said are the
oldest existing paintings of Sts.
Peter, Paul, Andrew and John.
Technicians working for the
Pontifical Commission for Sacred
Archaeology discovered the painting of St. Paul in June 2009 just as

the Year of St. Paul was ending.
Barbara Mazzei, who was in
charge of the restoration work,
said June 22 that she and her team
members knew there were more
images under the crust of calcium
carbonate, but excitement over
the discovery of St. Paul in the year
dedicated to him led them to announce the discovery even before
the rest of the work was completed.
Presenting
the
complete
restoration of the burial chamber
to reporters a year later, Msgr.
Giovanni Carru said that the catacombs “are an eloquent witness of
Christianity in its origins.”
Into the fourth century,
Christians in Italy tried to bury
their dead near the tomb of a mar-

CNS PHOTO/NICOLA FORENZA, PONTIFICAL COMMISSION FOR SACRED ARCHAEOLOGY

THE BURIAL chamber of a Roman noble woman, left, is seen in this
lighted view of the Catacombs of St. Thecla in Rome June 22. Fourthcentury paintings of Sts. Peter, Paul, Andrew and John on the ceiling of
the woman's burial chamber are believed to be the oldest in existence.
tyr. The walls of the tombs of the
wealthy were decorated with
Christian symbols, biblical scenes
and references to the martyr.
At the Catacombs of St. Thecla,
the noblewoman’s burial chamber—now referred to as the
Cubicle of the Apostles—dates
from late in the fourth century. The
arch over the vestibule features a
fresco of a group of figures the
Vatican experts described as “The
College of the Apostles.”
The ceiling of the burial chamber itself features the most typical
icon found in the catacombs—
Christ the Good Shepherd—but
the four corners of the ceiling are
decorated with medallions featuring the four apostles, said Mazzei.
Fabrizio Bisconti, the commission’s archaeological superintendent, said that in the decorations
of the catacombs one can see “the
genesis, the seeds of Christian
iconography,” with designs from
the very simple fish as a symbol of
Christ to the resurrection image of

Christ raising Lazarus from the
dead.
The discovery of so much attention to the apostles in the
Catacombs of St. Thecla documents the fact that widespread devotion to the apostles began earlier than what most Church historians believed, he said.
“This is the time when the veneration of the apostles was just
being born and developed,” he
said, and the art in the catacombs
no longer presented just the martyrs or biblical scenes.
The burial chamber also features frescoes of Daniel in the lion’s
den, the Three Wise Men bringing
gifts to Jesus, Abraham’s sacrifice
of Isaac and a very large wall painting of the noblewoman herself—
jeweled, veiled and with “an important hairstyle,” a symbol of status in ancient Rome, he said.
Mazzei said that when restorers
first went into the burial chamber
in 2008, all the walls were white—
completely covered under the

crust of calcium carbonate that
ranged from a millimeter thick to
4-5 centimeters deep. The Vatican,
however, had watercolors and
diary descriptions from the 1800s
testifying that there were paintings
on the walls.
In the past, she said, restorers
would use tiny scalpels and brushes to remove the white crust, but
some of the paint always came
away with it. Restorers were left
trying to find the right balance between removing enough to see a
faint image of a catacomb fresco
and destroying it.
Then along came the laser,
Mazzei said.
After attending an art restoration conference and listening to
presentations on how lasers were
being used on frescoes in buildings above ground, she said she
suggested to the Vatican that they
gather a team of experts to see how
lasers would work in the extremely
humid catacombs where almost
no air circulates.
“We went slowly and basically
set up an experimental laboratory” in the catacombs, she said.
The restoration project was just
as painstaking as the scalpel-andbrush method because it involved
firing the laser pinpoint by pinpoint across the surface of the cubicle, “but the result is totally different,” Mazzei said.
She said the two-year project to
restore the tiny cubicle cost only
about $72,000 because many of
the consultants donated their time
and the laser company gave the
Vatican a steep discount.
Bisconti said the Vatican has no
plans to open the Catacombs of St.
Thecla to the public, although the
pontifical commission occasionally gives permission for groups to
visit as long as they are willing to
pay a licensed guide and escort.
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Knights set record for
charitable donations,
volunteer service hours

CCHD provides additional $300,000 to aid Gulf
Coast oil spill victims
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (CNS)—
Parishes and community organizations assisting people affected
by the Gulf of Mexico oil spill will
receive up to $300,000 from the
Catholic Campaign for Human
Development to combat the environmental disaster. The grants are
specifically designated for programs that provide a voice for fishermen and the communities affected by the spill. The funding is
also targeted to allow local groups
to coordinate with local communities and emergency responders
to document damage to coastlines
and advocate for the restoration of
damaged wetlands. Citing the
pressing needs that have arisen
since the oil began spewing from
an uncapped well on the floor of
the Gulf of Mexico April 20, members of the U.S. bishops' subcommittee overseeing CCHD ap-

CNS PHOTO/SEAN GARDNER, REUTERS

FISH lie dead in oil in Bay Jimmy near Port Sulpher, La., June 20.
proved the additional funding out- fers concrete support to the work
side of the anti-poverty program's that must be done to help these
normal grant cycle. Bishop Roger communities help themselves."
P. Morin of Biloxi, Miss., said the
grants will aid communities dealing with lost income and environmental degradation. "The tragic
oil spill has grave human, environmental and economic costs,"
Bishop Morin said in a statement.
"As a Church, we mourn the loss of
life. We pray for those whose livelihoods are in jeopardy. Through
these grants, the Church also of-

NEW HAVEN, Conn. (CNS)—
The Knights of Columbus set
record highs in 2009 for charitable
donations and volunteer service
hours, according to the results of
an annual survey. The Knights'
Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity
for 2009, released June 4, indicates
that the Catholic fraternal organization contributed more than
$151.1 million to charitable causes
in 2009.That amount exceeds the
2008 total by more than $1 million,
said the survey. Group members
also collectively contributed nearly 68 million volunteer service

hours to charitable causes in
2009—an increase of more than
468,000 hours over the previous
year, the survey said. The survey
reported that group members volunteered 227,900 hours to Habitat
for Humanity, a nonprofit
Christian housing organization
that builds affordable housing in
partnership with people in need. It
was the most common service
program for Knights. The survey
also recorded more than 413,000
blood donations from members in
2009. Knights have donated more
than $1.37 billion, and nearly 640
million volunteer hours to charitable causes in the past decade, according to cumulative totals from
the group.
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Catholic Charities collaboration with partners increases services to homeless in Fort Collins
BY JULIE FILBY

Agencies in Larimer County, including Catholic Charities, have
combined efforts to extend the
services available to an increasing
homeless population in Fort
Collins.
With no agency providing yearround services to meet daytime
needs, the overall needs of the
homeless have not been met.
Although winter or severe weather
services have been available for 10
years—from November to April—
funding and locations have been
tentative and year-to-year.
“A gap in services exists for this
population in the community,”
said Glenn Good, regional director
for Catholic Charities-Larimer
County. “And a longterm solution
was needed.”
Conservative estimates indicate
there are at least 2,000 men,
women and children in the town
of 137,000 that do not have a permanent home.
For the last two winters, Catholic
Charities collaborated with local
churches to provide daytime services and shelter. Shelter was provided in church gymnasiums,
while Catholic Charities delivered
meals, an average of 40 per day last
winter. They also referred guests to
local agencies for health, employment and housing issues.
When the program ended in
March 2009, a committee formed
to identify a longterm solution and

CATHOLIC
CHARITIESLARIMER COUNTY
For more information or to donate
Online: www.ccdenver.org
Phone: 970-484-5010
Mail: 460 Linden Center Drive,
Fort Collins, CO 80524
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LUNCH is served each weekday from noon-1 p.m. at the
Hospitality Kitchen Lunch at Catholic Charities-Larimer County in
Fort Collins.
to secure funding. The committee
included representatives from
Catholic
Charities-Larimer
County, United Way of Larimer
County, CARE Housing, Inc.,
Larimer Center for Mental Health
and individual citizens.
“I’m very pleased at the spirit of
cooperation and collaboration
that exists among all the partners,”
said Gordan Thibedeau, president
and CEO of United Way of Larimer
County. “This really is a community effort. All of us are looking at
ways we can serve the population,
it’s remarkable.”

As a result of the committee’s
work, Catholic Charities and the
Larimer Center for Mental Health
will expand collaborative efforts by
making the most of their existing
locations.
Catholic Charities operates The
Mission, an overnight emergency
shelter and soup kitchen. The
Larimer Center for Mental Health
operates the Sister Mary Alice
Murphy Center, a service center
owned by United Way that provides counseling and resources to
the poor and homeless.
Renovations at both sites will

allow them to consolidate existing
services, thus increasing future opportunities.
“This partnership will result in
improved effectiveness in serving
people,” Good said. “As well as
being substantially less expensive
than constructing and operating a
new building.”
Renovations totaling nearly
$30,000 at the Sister Mary Alice
Murphy Center for Hope are expected to be done by Aug. 1. This
will allow Catholic Charities to
provide services at the site from 8
a.m.-11:30 a.m. daily and relocate
their Emergency Assistance and
Senior Outreach programs currently housed at The Mission.
By freeing up space at The
Mission and expanding their living
room area by 300 square feet, the
shelter will be able to accommodate homeless clients during the
day. Although additional funding
is needed for these renovations, it
is hoped the expansion can be
completed by November.

Walking with the poor
BY RICHARD SWAN

What is the most you have
walked in a day? Could you walk
that many miles every day? Could
you walk each day from 4 a.m. to 5
p.m.?
Most of us couldn’t or wouldn’t
do such a thing, but that is exactly
what 74-year-old Bob Hentzen is
doing right now. Hentzen is one of
the co-founders of Christian
Foundation for Children and
Aging (CFCA), a Catholic lay organization serving people of all
faiths.
In late December, the U.S. native began an 8,000-mile journey
from his home in Guatemala to
walk through 12 Latin American
countries over a 16-month period.
This pilgrimage, called Walk2gether, is an effort to “help counterbalance the isolation of the people living in poverty and to show that
someone cares.”
“Walking is a simple way to tell
the poor that I love them,”
Hentzen said. “To be closer to
them and let them know my admiration and gratitude for their faith,
their trust and their hope.”
Through CFCA, my family sponsors five children in Guatemala,
Costa Rica and Kenya. Together
with two good friends from
Denver and other sponsors, my
wife and I were blessed to walk a
small part of this pilgrimage of love

and faith in March with Bob in
Costa Rica. He averages 25 miles a
day, by far the most we have ever
walked. I could not walk that
much every day, yet for many people in the developing countries
served by CFCA, walking is a daily
routine for such necessities as firewood and water.
We began walking in the dark
along a busy highway at 4 a.m. Any
feelings of sleep deprivation, fatigue, dehydration, aches and pain
were quickly forgotten as we
walked through communities that
came out to greet and thank us.
Often overwhelmed by my emotions, I saw real hope, faith, love
and dignity in so many faces. We
were all one community—one
body of Christ on that walk.
Hentzen has done this before. In
1996 he walked from CFCA’s headquarters in Kansas City to San
Lucas Toliman, Guatemala, to
raise awareness of the poor. Since
then, CFCA has expanded to 23
countries with more than 300,000
children and aging friends now
being sponsored by both young
and old, rich and poor. There are
2,000-plus sponsors in Colorado
alone.
As parishioners at Church of the
Risen Christ in southeast Denver,
with the overwhelming support of
our pastor, Msgr. Ken Leone, and
youth director, Adrian Quintero,
we have seen sponsorship expand

“We are grateful for the opportunity to collaborate with the United
Way of Larimer County and the
Larimer Center for Mental Health
to be able to increase our service
capacity to the homeless and
those in need in Larimer County,”
said Stephen Carattini, chief operating officer for Catholic Charities
for the Denver Archdiocese.
The committee identified two
local family foundations through
United Way to help fund the renovations: the John J. and Irene A.
Connor Foundation and the
Patricia McLean Foundation,
along with a challenge grant of
$50,000 from local businessman
Brian Soukup.
“This support enabled construction to begin at the facilities,”
Good said. “And to support some
of the ongoing operating expenses.”
Catholic
Charities-Larimer
County serves more than 13,000
people annually. Most are served
by The Mission in Fort Collins:
60,000 meals were served there last
year and temporary shelter provided to nearly 700 people. They
also supported about 700 seniors
in Loveland through outreach programs.
United Way was formed in 1887
in Denver by a local priest, two
ministers and a rabbi to help fund
local charities and coordinate relief services. Last year United Way
of Larimer County raised $7.5 million for the local community.

CHRISTIAN
FOUNDATION FOR
CHILDREN AND
AGING
Learn more about CFCA
Online: www.cfcausa.org or
www.walkwiththepoor.org
Phone: 1-800-875-6564
Follow: Bob Hentzen’s walk at
www.walk2gether.org
CFCA presentations: call 303941-3626 or e-mail coloradoswan4@aol.com for a
presentation to your group
PHOTO PROVIDED

RICHARD SWAN and his wife Diana with Yocksan, a child they
sponsor in Costa Rica through the Christian Foundation for
Children and Aging.
to more than 300. We have
watched older parishioners sponsor aging persons who need financial assistance. Teens have sponsored small children or other
teens. Currently, 34 Risen Christ
teen and adult parishioners are
building two homes in Guatemala
and working on other service projects in an area hard hit by Tropical
Storm Agatha.
It has been a joy to watch young
families sponsor as a way to show
their children the value of giving
and developing a relationship with
less fortunate children. Last year,
CFCA expressed its appreciation
for the extensive support of our

parish with its annual Pilgrimage
of Faith Award. It was the first time
a parish won the award.
Other parishes in Denver have
accepted the invitation of sponsorship. We recently witnessed the
outpouring of love in a “poor”
parish with 18 new sponsorships.
At another parish, the pastor was
the first to sign up.
Belonging to the CFCA family
has brought us much joy. Our
sponsored children know they are
loved by us and we are blessed
with their letters, photos and
prayers. We are proud to volunteer
for an organization that consistently gets top ratings from Charity

Navigator, the Better Business
Bureau and the American
Philanthropic Association.
We trust CFCA with our financial contributions since more
than 94 cents of every dollar we
send goes directly to help the
children and their families. For a
dollar a day, sponsors provide
food, clothing, health care and
educational assistance.
The organization also requires
sponsored families to follow
strict guidelines. A CFCA sponsorship produces self-sufficiency
and often leads to grateful sponsored children working for CFCA
when they become adults. The
organization doesn’t see poverty,
it sees potential!
Richard Swan is a parishioner
at Risen Christ Parish in Denver.
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Angels, the Mass, domestic
Church among topics to be
explored at Bible conference
BY JULIE FILBY

2010 NATIONAL
On July 16-17 hundreds will gather in
CATHOLIC
BIBLE
Denver for the fifth annual National Catholic
CONFERENCE
Bible Conference. Popular Bible experts will
present more than 25 talks and break-out
For more information or registration
sessions corresponding to this year’s theme:
“Scripture and God’s Plan for Your Life.”
Online:
Thomas Smith—speaker, author and forwww.CatholicBibleConference.com
mer director of the Denver Catholic Biblical
Call: 888-842-2853
and Catechetical schools—will give three
E-mail: registration@catholicbible
talks at this year’s conference, including
conference.com
“The Biblical Roots and Roles of Angels.”
“What’s sad is that popular culture has reParticipants can purchase a complete
duced angels to fat flying babies, porcelain
set of all conference talks (26 CDs) for a
figurines or New Age spirit guides,” Smith
discounted price of $199.
said. “I want to help people recover the truth
about angels and their role in our spiritual
growth.”
Eyed.” He will conclude the conference with
His talk, which has generated national keynote address “The Plan: Living the Life
interest from radio programs such as You Don’t Have Time For.”
“Catholic Answers Live” and “Son Rise
In the keynote, Cavins will identify obstaMorning Show,” will clarify miscles that keep people from living
information about angels and
a happy life and offer practical
discuss the role they play in the
tips for progressing in God’s plan
vocation of holiness and in livof sheer goodness.
ing out God’s plan.
“The world is looking for a
“There’s some silliness in the
plan,” he said. “The good news is
New Age Movement, but there is
that God has a plan—and he proalso a very sinister quality,” Smith
vides the power needed to acsaid. “People need to be on guard
complish it.”
against demons that want to deAdditional speakers include
THOMAS SMITH
stroy the plan of God and the salPeter Williamson sharing ways to
vation of souls.”
build up the body of Christ, Steve
In “The God Who Bends to Bless,” Smith Weidenkopf will explain the importance of
will explore how John’s Gospel reveals re- learning Church history, Edward Sri will
markable encounters where Christ bent to present “A Biblical Walk Through the Mass,”
forgive and serve—and how Jesus bends to Scott Powell will speak on living as remeet us “in all of our brokenness.”
deemed people in a broken world, Curtis
“Because God blesses us we can in return Martin will discuss family matters, Martha
bless him, creating this continuous dynamic Fernandez-Sardina will talk on becoming
of blessing that marks the whole Christian holy, Tim Gray will cover the Psalms and
life,” he explained. “Understanding and en- Sarah Christmyer will present “Planting the
gaging this reciprocal relationship of bless- Word.”
ing is at the heart of what it means to be a
Participants can purchase a complete set
Christian.”
of all conference talks (26 CDs) for a disIn his presentation “Rejoice, Daughters counted price of $199.
of Zion,” Smith will share encounters of
The two-day conference sponsored by
seven significant women at the heart of Ascension Press, the Augustine Institute
John’s Gospel.
and the Denver Catholic Biblical School;
“Learn who they are,” Smith said. “And starts with Mass, breakfast and a keynote
each of them will deepen your appreciation address by Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus O.F.M., Cap.
Christ and a courageous witness of the
With nearly 700 participants registered,
transforming message of the Gospel.”
the conference is expected to reach its caRenowned educator, speaker and author pacity of 900. The event will be held at St.
Jeff Cavins will give welcome remarks at the Thomas More Parish at 8035 S. Quebec St. in
conference, as well as two presentations: Centennial. For more information or to reg“The Domestic Church: A Place to Prepare ister, visit www.CatholicBibleConference.
for Heaven” and “Learning to See Cross- com or call 888-842-2853.
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High school youths respond to Christ’s
call through Prayer and Action ministry
BY JOHN GLEASON

A new ministry recently arrived
in Denver has got high school
students fired up with the spirit of
service. Prayer and Action ministry provides students and their
adult leaders the opportunity to
do mission work right here in the
Archdiocese of Denver.
Taking one week out of their
summer, the students work on a
project that needs attention, usually within the boundaries of the
parish hosting the event, anything from general cleanup to
painting or kitchen duties—some
meaningful task that will assist
the elderly or needy.
The name of the program
comes from a speech that was
given by Pope John Paul II to high
school
students
in
the
Philippines in 1995.
“Look to Mary to see how to respond to Jesus’ call,” the pontiff
said. “First she kept all things,
pondering them in her heart. She
also went in haste to serve her
cousin Elizabeth. Both attitudes
are essential parts of our response to the Lord: prayer and
action. This is what the Church
expects of her young people.”
From June 20-25, 14 students
worked on rental properties in

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

HIGH SCHOOL youths, chaperones and organizers of Denver’s
Prayer and Action youth ministry program stand outside a
Denver property they cleaned and painted last week for a needy
family.
Denver owned by the Knights of
Columbus. Students did yard
cleanup and worked in a garden
while inside others painted, did
electrical and plumbing repairs
and replaced old appliances. It
was the first of three such weeklong projects scheduled in the
archdiocese.
Overseeing the project are St.
John
Vianney
Theological
Seminary seminarians Scott
Bailey, Joseph Nguyen, Tyler
Eberle and Ryan Balke, and lay
people Brittany Feiten, Chris
Gaines and Drew Jones. Bailey
told the Denver Catholic Register
that he heard about this ministry,
which started in the Diocese of
Salina, Kan., and thought it
would be a perfect fit in Colorado.
“This is about bringing archdiocesan youth to archdiocesan
work,” he said. “During the week,
the students sleep at facilities
provided by the parish, in this
case, Christ the King in Denver.
We begin the day with Mass and
rosary then after breakfast we go
out to work at the designated site.
During the evening we have fun
activities like a scavenger hunt or
barbecue along with praise and
worship. Each member of the
group then shares GIG’s (God is
Great), which is a chance to talk
about where they saw God working during the day.”
On June 22, 14 youths were at
work cleaning and painting a small
apartment for a needy family.
Most did yard work at the site
while others went to Mullen Home
to help prepare a barbecue for the
residents. Approximately half of
the youths were from Christ the
King Parish, while others came
from parishes around the city.
Gregory Bridges, 17, is a member
of
Holy Trinity
in
Westminster. He said he found
out about Prayer and Action
through Bailey and thought it was
a terrific chance to give, to work

PRAYER AND ACTION
Registration details and general
information is available online at
www.prayerandactiondenver.com
or call 303-875-7079 or e-mail
scott.bailey@archden.org.

and to reflect on his faith.
“In affect, I’m doing mission
work without leaving home,
helping people right here in my
community who otherwise might
not be able to do for themselves,”
he said, “and at the same time I’m
making new friends who have the
same idea of service to others.”
The property the students
worked on sits on a half-acre lot
owned by Bishop Machebeuf
Knight’s Council 4647. Dan
Braun, the council’s finance secretary, visited the site to check out
the progress.
“We have five rental properties
on this site, some of which were
in need of some general
cleanup,” he said. “The Knights
rent the properties out to those in
need and then donate the money
back to the parish at Christmas.
The kids came out, picked up the
tools and went to work. They did
a fine job and thanks to them
we’ll be able to get a deserving
tenant in here soon.”
Two more Prayer and Action
sessions are scheduled for the
summer: July 4-9 at St. Anthony
Parish in Sterling and July 25-30
at Immaculate Conception Parish
in Lafayette. Nguyen said any set
parish group that wants to be
part of the ministry is welcomed.
“Certainly Prayer and Action is
a good program in general, for
what the young people give back
to the community,” he said. “But
it’s a chance to discover more
about themselves, to look inside
and understand why they’re
Catholic.”
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Family friendly activities abound this summer
ACTOR Max
Records as Max
looks at James
Gandolfini in
character as
Carol in a scene
from the movie
"Where the
Wild Things
Are."
CNS PHOTO/WARNER BROS.

BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

School is out and that means many people are looking for something to do this
summer. The following is a list of some of the
events and attractions that you and your
family can enjoy for free or a nominal fee.

Fly to Neverland
Now on stage through the end of the summer at Boulder Dinner Theatre: “Peter Pan.”
Follow Wendy, Michael and John as they
journey to Neverland with “the boy who
won’t grow up” and who battles his archenemy Captain Hook. Performances are
Tuesday through Sunday. Group rates are
available. Call the box office for ticket information, 303-449-6000 or go online to
www.bouldersdinnertheatre.com.

Take me out to the ballgame
Is there anything that says “summer”
more than sitting under the afternoon
sun watching a baseball game? If you
can’t remember the last time you saw a
pitchers’ duel with a cold soft drink and
bag of peanuts in your hand then it’s time
to gather up the kids and head downtown
to Coors Field. Check out www.col
orado.rockies.com for a wide variety of
ticket prices.

Blockbuster in the park
Again this year Denver Parks and
Recreation will be hosting the annual
Blockbuster Movies in the Parks. Having
started June 12 and continuing through the
end of summer, movies will be shown on 24foot-wide inflatable screens at some of
Denver’s parks on Friday and Saturday
evenings. Grab your lawn chair, a bag of
popcorn and come view such classics as
“Field of Dreams,” “Goonies,” “Where the
Wild Things Are,” “Hook” and “The Wizard of
Oz.” There is no charge for this sensational
summer entertainment. A full list of shows
and park locations is available online at
www.denvergov.org/parksandrec.

Colorado Railroad Museum
All aboard for yesteryear! For more than
50 years, people have come out to the
Colorado Railroad Museum for a look into
the history of the “Iron Horse” and how it

helped to build the country. Stop into the
train depot, climb aboard some of the many
railcars and even have a birthday party for 20
people in the caboose. The Colorado
Railroad Museum at 17155 W. 44th Ave.,
Golden, is open year round. For more information, call 303-279-4591 or go online to
www.coloradorailroadmuseum.org.

Cherry Creek Arts Festival
“Together through Art” is the theme of
this year’s Cherry Creek Arts Festival, a
world-class and award-winning celebration of the visual, culinary and performing
arts. The three-day event will include cuisine, live music, artistic demonstrations
and interactive “ART-tivities.” The festival
will be held July 3-5 in Denver’s Cherry
Creek North Shopping District between
Clayton and Steele streets. Admission is
free. Visit www.cherryarts.org.

Wildlife as it should be seen
Show the family wildlife in their natural
habitat at the Rocky Mountain National
Wildlife Refuge in Commerce City. Open
Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday
from 6 a.m.- 6 p.m., visitors will see a variety of deer, bison, fish, birds and reptiles.
Entrance to the park is located at E. 56th
Avenue and Havana. Call 303-289-0930 for
more information and nature programs.

Farmers Markets
The many farmers markets spread
throughout the Mile High City this summer aren’t just about locally grown farmfresh produce, delicious baked goods and
good-to-the-last bite prepared foods. Each
Denver Farmers Market is a festive, weekly
street fair with live entertainment, familyfriendly activities and a vibrant crowd of
locals. For a list of markets around town,
go online to www.denver.org/what-todo/museum-art/denver-farmers-markets.

Vacation for the ears
Kick off the birthday of our nation’s
birthday with an Independence Eve concert July 3 performed by the Colorado
Symphony Orchestra in Civic Center Park
with the area’s biggest and best fireworks
display. Find out more online at www.coloradosymphony.org.
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Homeless shelter marks five years helping women and children
BY JOHN GLEASON

For five years, the Father Ed Judy
House has been helping to change
the lives of women and children
who find themselves without a
home. On June 25, Catholic
Charities honored the Denver
home with an open house as the
facility celebrated its fifth anniversary.
On hand for the event were wellwishers, past and present residents of the house, administration, staff and other supporters of
the project, which has served to
get many families back into mainstream society.
Special guests included Catholic
Charities Executive Director
Jonathan Reyes, Chief Operating
Officer Stephen Carattini and
Denver City Councilwoman
Jeanne Faatz.
Reyes delivered a brief address
and several past residents of the facility shared reflections on how the
home helped them.
Wendy Oldenbrook is the program director for the house. As she
watched residents give tours of the
house, she told the Denver
Catholic Register that the home is a
place where women come for
hope, not to simply fill out forms
and be processed.
“Here there is no 30 days and
you’re out,” she said. “Right now
we have nine families and seven
staff. That means we have a lot of
time to sit and listen and build re-

PHOTO BY VANESSA CHAVEZ

FORMER Father Ed Judy House resident Kristina Wolff shares her
experience with homelessness during an open house marking the
home’s anniversary.
lationships. And when families
leave it’s not like we close the file
and put it away. We’re still a part of
their life; it makes for a big difference.”
Melissa McDaniles was one of
the volunteers who helped with
the open house. Once a resident at

Father Ed Judy House, she told the
Register she jumped at the chance
to be part of the celebration in
gratitude for the love and support
she and her children received
when they were residents at the facility.
“This place becomes your

home,” she said, “a place where
you feel safe and have people to
talk to. No one judges you here.”
The Father Ed Judy House is a
temporary shelter set up to accommodate up to 30 people who
find themselves with no place to
go. It’s named for Father Ed Judy,
O.F.M. Cap., a staunch advocate for
the rights of the homeless, who
was director of Samaritan House
for 11 years before his death in
2003.
The average stay for a resident is
120 days. Those who wish admittance must complete a screening
process which includes a referral
from a local shelter and must
come with a desire to improve
their situation. While at the Father
Ed Judy house, residents can avail
themselves to programs which assist them in life skills including
making a budget and dealing with
landlords, parenting skills, completion of their GED—areas in
which the residents can become
more independent and take control of their lives.
During his brief talk Reyes reflected on his first year as head of
Catholic Charities and, in that
time, how he’s had the opportunity to visit and see and hear firsthand the success stories that have
come out of Father Ed Judy House.
“This place is something special,” he told the audience, “and I
think we should acknowledge the
hard work that Wendy and her staff
have put into the success here.”

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
Contact the Father Ed Judy
House by calling Samaritan
House at 303-294-0241 or by
visiting online the Catholic
Charities Denver website,
www.ccdenver.org. Click on “services” then on “homelessness.”

Also on hand to share her story
was Kristina Wolff, a 33-year-old
mother who was a resident of the
Father Ed Judy House in 2009.
“Homelessness isn’t a lifestyle
that someone seeks,” she said. “My
parents were both college graduates. I did well in school and had
good grades. By the time I was 22 I
was an alcoholic; by 28 I’d been
hospitalized several times for alcoholic-related seizures and nearly
died. I was in a living situation I
had almost no way to get out of.”
But at Father Ed Judy House she
found a place where people wanted to help, not judge her. She
eventually found a permanent
place for her and her daughter to
live and today has returned to
school and is currently working on
a pharmaceutical degree. Asked to
sum up what the Father Ed Judy
House does for its residents, Wolff
said it’s a place where people hold
the ladder so that families in crisis
can begin to climb up.
“The Father Ed Judy House
makes obstacles manageable,” she
said, “and the path to the other
side climb-able.

Windsor parish breaks ground on $4.6 million church construction project
BY JULIE FILBY

On June 20, approximately
300 people gathered at Our Lady
of the Valley Parish in Windsor
to break ground on a new $4.6
million,
19,000-square-foot
church.
Despite hurdles from Mother
Nature and Wall Street, the
parish’s capital campaign raised
$2.5 million in the last two years,
to meet the archdiocese’s 50
percent cash-in-hand construction start rule.
“We pulled together and made
this happen in midst of the tornado that really decimated our
town and parishioners’ lives,”
said Father James Spahn, pastor
since 2002. “And in the midst of
an economic downturn.”
In May 2008, a mile-wide tornado devastated the town of
20,000 people; causing an estimated $194 million in damage.
“I think that speaks doubly for
what we’ve done,” said Father
Spahn. “There’s a real sense of
ownership that we made this
happen in spite of hardships.”
The groundbreaking ceremony followed 10 a.m. Mass celebrated by Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput,
O.F.M,
Cap.
Concelebrants were Father
Spahn and his brother visiting
from Washington, D.C., Jesuit
Father Steven Spahn. Assisting
were Deacon Harold Kimble of

PHOTO PROVIDED

ARCHBISHOP Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., center, helps to break
ground June 20 for the new Our Lady of the Valley Church in
Windsor.
the parish; and Deacon James
Devlin, representing the archdiocese’s Office of Construction.
Ministers from other Windsor
churches attended the ceremony, as well as Mayor John
Vazquez who gave a speech and

led the group in prayer.
“It was a moving experience,”
said Father Spahn. “It’s the next
step in our journey.”
The new church will be built at
the current location, 1250
Seventh St., and will supplement

the current worship space, built
in 2000, that was intended to
serve as a multi-purpose room.
“It wasn’t really what we’d call
a ‘church church,’ it was more
like a parish hall,” said Tom
Jones, building committee chair
and parishioner for nearly 40
years. “We realized at the time it
would just be temporary until
we could afford to build a regular church—but essentially
we’ve been there for 10 years.”
Parishioners are constantly
reconfiguring the room from a
worship space, to a banquet
hall, to a classroom, and back
again.
“It’s our one building so it’s
used for everything: Mass, dinners, classes, meetings,” said
Father Spahn. “We wanted to
add on to that with a church—a
place designated solely for the
sacraments.”
Construction is scheduled to
start by the end of July and is expected to take nine to 12
months. Capacity will be 750,
nearly double the current capacity of 400. It will serve the
more than 900 households that
comprise the parish, making it
the largest faith community in
Windsor.
The church was designed with
the future in mind: it can be easily expanded to hold 1,000 to
meet future growth needs.
“We think we’re getting into a

place we can call home for a
while, after all the moves
through the years,” Jones said.
Since forming in the late
1960s, the parish has operated
out of a number of locations.
They started by celebrating
Masses at parishioners’ homes,
then rented a room from St.
Alban’s Episcopal Church.
A parishioner donated vacant
space above his dry cleaning
business where the community
worshipped for two years before
outgrowing the space and moving back to the Episcopal
church. In 1975, they purchased
and remodeled a store front on
Main Street. Then in 1979, the
growing parish bought the old
Zion Church on Walnut Street
where they remained for 20
years. By the late 1990s the
parish had grown to 350 families.
In 2000 they constructed the
current building on 10 acres of
land purchased by the archdiocese in 1969.
“They were thinking ahead
when they bought that land,”
said Jones. “But they probably
didn’t think it would take 40
years.”
BCDM Architects of Omaha is
the architect for the project.
McCauley Constructors of
Windsor will provide general
contractor and construction
management services.
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Arrupe president steps down, new one to start this week
BY JOHN GLEASON

Now that school is out for the
summer at Arrupe Jesuit High
School in northwest Denver,
Father Stephen Planning, S.J., is
cleaning out his desk. A changing of the guard is taking place
as he steps down from his position as school president today,
June 30.
“I’ve been here since before
the school opened up its doors
to receive students,” he told the
Denver Catholic Register. “It’s
hard to say goodbye to anyplace
you’ve lived, especially one
you’ve been a part of from the
beginning. But it’s good to know
I’m leaving behind a program
that’s thriving and firing on all
cylinders.”

After eight years as president, hoods. The mission of Arrupe is
Father Planning is leaving to to empower graduates who will
complete the last phase of Jesuit continue their education and will
return as leaders in their
formation called “tercommunities. As part of
tianship,” a spiritual
their study, students
year during which he’ll
work one day a week at
make his final vows as a
corporations that have
Jesuit.
partnered with the
“I’m going to miss the
school. Through this
people here,” Father
work-study program
Planning said. “But I
students earn nearly
have the best principal
70% of their tuition.
anyone could ask for in
FATHER
Proud that the enrollthe person of Michael
STEPHEN
O’Hagan, a staff that PLANNING, S.J. ment is now at near capacity, Father Planning
can’t be beat and then,
said that in the beginning, selling
of course, there are the kids.”
Arrupe Jesuit High School is a a new idea in education posed a
co-educational, college prepara- challenge.
“We had the standard chaltory school serving economically
disadvantaged students from lenges like finding a building and
Denver’s inner-city neighbor- getting it ready for the kids, but

School’s pilot with single-gender classes a success
SPECIAL TO THE DENVER
CATHOLIC REGISTER

A move to teach a two-week
human body science class in a
setting that was more comfortable for seventh-grade students
had positive results that led to a
single-gender pilot program at a
local parish school. The program was so successful the
school has decided to keep the
structure permanently, school
officials said.
Three years ago, Becky Mock,
the junior high science teacher at
Notre Dame School in Denver,
suggested students be divided
into single-gender classes for the
human body/reproductive unit.
The positive response led Mock
to study single-gender education
while working toward her master’s degree. After documenting
results from the seventh- and
eighth-grade classes at Notre
Dame, she attended a week-long
conference last June at the
Gurian Institute in Colorado

Appreciation
luncheon honors nuns

More than 85 religious sisters
attended the Serra Club of
Denver’s 23rd annual Religious
Sisters Appreciation Day, held this
year at Church of the Risen Christ.
The day started with Mass celebrated by Father Darrell Schaffer,
followed by a social gathering and
luncheon, and prize drawings.
“Our donors this year realized
the personal hardships faced by
our sisters in today’s challenging
economy, and we were able to
guarantee from $100 up to $250 of
cash, gifts, and gift certificates
to each sister,” said Lou Jahde,
special gifts chair.
The sisters, he added, expressed gratitude to the Serrans
and generous benefactors who
made the festive event possible.
Serran Jim Hilger said plans
are already under way for next
year’s event.

Springs on the advantages of single-gender
education.
Subsequently, Charlene Molis,
Notre Dame school principal,
presented the concept to school
parents and the decision was
made to implement single-gender classes during the 2009-2010
school year and to re-evaluate the
project mid-year.
Math, science and language
arts were taught in smaller, single-gender classes; religion, social studies, literature and specials classes were co-educational.
All students had recess and lunch
together.
In January, enthusiastic students, parents and school staff
agreed, overwhelmingly, to continue the structure permanently.
“The single-gender classes
have made a profound impact on
the children in many ways,” said
parent Connie Miller. “There is a
comfort level that encourages
students to be themselves and
not try to impress others. The
students really like it.”

Research shows that singlegender classes are advantageous
to students, especially during
the early teen years. Two eighthgrade graduates weighed in on
the change.
“It’s a lot easier because we
weren’t trying to impress the
girls,” said Ryan Apodaca. “We
were doing our work.”
Lauren Bizzigotti said she
liked it because, “I could be myself, and not be afraid to ask
questions.”
Molis said the school’s model
is unique in the Denver
Archdiocese.
“We were unable to find any
other school (here) that offered
both single-gender and coed
classes,” she said. “It truly is the
best of both worlds. While there
is plenty of research to support
single-gender education, especially in middle school, we have
been overwhelmed by the success of the students, the support
of the parents, and the enthusiasm of the teachers.”

ies at St. Louis University.
Father McMahon, who has
worked in secondary education
we also had to win over parents at both the classroom and adso they would see this as a place ministrative level and was one
worthy of sending their children of Arrupe’s founding board
members, told the
to,” he said. “Today the
Register he’s looking
student body stands at
forward to taking over
300 and our students,
as president.
many of whom are the
“Father Planning has
first in their families to
done a fantastic job as
attend high school,
president,”
Father
work at more than 90
McMahon said. “The
companies in the area.
school’s in good shape,
Because of this (partthey have a dedicated
nering) success we can
FATHER
faculty and board of
offer them a quality
TIMOTHY
trustees—everyone is so
Catholic education.”
MCMAHON, S.J. engaged in the mission
Taking
over
for
Father Planning will be Father of the school. I’m excited at workTimothy McMahon, S.J., who ing with the people there and getspent six years as provincial su- ting to know the students and
perior for the Missouri Province families.”
Father McMahon takes over as
and most recently was rector of
the house of philosophical stud- president July 1.
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Final book in Denver author’s
Dan Clay trilogy available
BY JOHN GLEASON

Adventure readers who’ve
been anticipating the final installment in the Quest of Dan
Clay trilogy by Denver author
T.J. Smith have to wait no longer.
Book three, “The Sinister
Realm,” has just been released
by
Tate
Publishing
&
Enterprises.
Like the first two books in the
series, “A World Away” and “The
Harrowing
Escape,”
“The
Sinister Realm” promises adventure, excitement and even a surprise or two. The story tells of
Dan Clay, who has set off to locate his missing brother. The
journey takes Clay through a
portal to a parallel world where
nothing is as it seems and the
unimaginable becomes reality.
Completion of the trilogy closes out a project begun nearly six
years ago by Smith, who said
that once he had the idea for the
story, it quickly mushroomed
into the Quest of Dan Clay series.
The third installment is more
than simply the continuation of
an adventure, according to
Smith. The characters find
themselves in peril, doing battle
with their own personal
demons.
“I wanted to take the reader
somewhere different,” Smith
said. “So this time the adventurers find themselves in a cavernous world, each engaged in a
struggle against his or her personal demon, which they must
defeat in order to escape and
complete their journey.”

BOOK
Title: “The Sinister Realm, The
Quest of Dan Clay, Book III”
Author: T.J. Smith
Publisher: Tate Publishing &
Enterprises, 360 pp., $25.99
Available online: at
www.tatepublishing.com, or at
Amazon, Barnes and Noble,
Borders and Books-A-Million.

BOOK COVER
The world of “The Sinister
Realm” consists of seven caves,
each representing one of the
seven deadly sins. The adventurers encounter mythical
beasts, confront statues that
come to life and even meet
Lucifer, who’s eager to share his
own account of what actually
happened in the Garden of
Eden.
“Hell exists,” Smith said, “even
though no one knows what it
looks like. Some imagine what it
might look like. That’s what I’m
doing, staring into the unknown
and sharing my vision.”
As “The Sinister Realm”
opens, Clay and his companions
have been exiled to a land of
atrocities. In order to escape, the
band of travelers must overcome temptation, stave off evil
opponents and save humanity.
And did I mention there’s a time
factor?
High on excitement with danger lurking around every corner,

the author spares no hardship
from his characters, who he says
have to deal with more than
their share of creepy and crawly
situations. But no matter how
dire the situation becomes,
Smith’s characters remain virtuous and always seek the right
path.
“So many inappropriate adventure novels are geared to
young people today,” he said.
“Harsh language and violence
for the sake of violence seem to
be the ingredients for a successful story. I wanted to write a
story for young people that parents wouldn’t have to screen
first.”
Smith said his purpose for
writing this tale was twofold: entertainment and, in a subtle
way, education.
“I want everyone who reads
this trilogy to enjoy it,” he said.
“It’s an adventure, and fun to
read. But it also deals with living
your life by Christian principles
and shows how giving into
temptation affects your life. I
wanted to remind people that
our earthly lives are not all there
is, and how our actions could
determine where we’re going to
spend eternity.”

Men’s choir from Poland
to perform in Denver
As part of its current tour of
the United States, the Cantores
Minores Men’s Choir of St. John’s
Cathedral in Warsaw, Poland,
will have two performances during their stop in Denver.
The choir, founded in 1990, is
directed by noted American musician and author Joseph Herter.
It has performed widely in
Europe and North America and
participated in dozens of festivals and with such prestigious
orchestras as the National
Philharmonic in Warsaw and
Sinfonia Varsovia.
Among the many selections
on the choir’s summer reper-

toire are works of some of
Poland’s most celebrated composers including Grzegorz
Gorczycki and Frederic Chopin.
The evening promises to be an
entertainment for the entire
family.
The two performances of
Cantores Minores will be Aug. 3
at the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St. in Denver and Aug. 4
at St Frances Cabrini, 6673 W.
Chatfield Ave. in Littleton. Both
performances begin at 7 p.m.
There is no charge for either
concert but free will offerings
will be gladly accepted.
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Catholic Home Education Conference set for July 9-10
Inspiring talks, group discussions, and an exhibit hall of
services and resources will be
highlights of the annual Rocky
Mountain
Catholic
Home
Educators Conference July 9-10
at St. Thomas More Parish in
Centennial.
Catholic parents, whether
currently homeschooling, considering it for the future, or
wishing to supplement their
children’s current faith and academic education, will find support, information and resources
at the annual event.
This year’s guest speakers include Danielle Bean and
Andrew Pudewa. In addition to
being a homeschooling mother
of eight, Bean is also a popular
blogger, author and senior editor of Faith & Family magazine.
Her most recent book, “Small
Steps for Catholic Moms: Think
Pray Act Everyday,” was released
this spring. Bean specializes in
encouragement and support for
other Catholic moms. She said
she speaks to other homeschool
mothers “from the heart and
from the trenches.”
Bean knows their worries and
their struggles because they
have been her own.
Pudewa is the director of the

Institute for Excellence in School Essay Intensive for stuWriting and is a popular speaker dents, presented by Pudewa
at home education conferences from 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m. July 9. The
workshop is intended
around the country. He
to help high school stuand his wife are recent
dents prepare for the
converts
to
the
SAT/ACT and college
Catholic Church. The
application essays and
conference will open
receives high praise
with Mass. Confession
from past participants
and eucharistic adoraaround the country.
tion will also be availMachado is looking
able during the conferforward to the return of
ence.
DANIELLE
the conference to the
Breakout
session
BEAN
Denver metro area.
speakers include several
local favorites: Augustine Institute The last one was held in
president Tim Gray, consecrated Colorado Springs in 2008. Local
Catholic homeschoollaywoman
Celeste
ing parents expressed a
Thomas, Scripture prostrong desire to make
fessor Edward Sri, and
sure the conference
Catholic
Charities
took place in 2010.
Denver
president
“There are hundreds
Jonathan Reyes.
of Catholic home edu“This year we have
cating families in the
several sessions focusDenver,
Colorado
ing on teaching lanSprings, Pueblo, and
guage arts—particularANDREW
Cheyenne dioceses,”
ly reading and writPUDEWA
Machado said. “Not
ing—as well as ones to
help parents nurture and pre- only are the conferences helpful
serve the faith in our domestic for re-energizing home educachurches,” said Mary Machado, tors and giving them a chance to
see a variety of home education
conference vice-chair.
While the conference itself is resources, there is so much benfor parents, a special feature of efit to coming together as parthe 2010 conference is the High ents who have embraced a par-

Old photos are lost treasure for church

PHOTOS PROVIDED

NEWLY discovered historic photos are making money for current
repairs at Holy Rosary Parish.

Holy Rosary Church
makes DVD of
parish’s history
Have you ever dreamed of finding a lost “treasure”? That’s what
happened to Father Noé Carreón,
pastor of Holy Rosary Parish, 4695
Pearl St. in Denver. While assessing the parish buildings shortly
after becoming pastor in
November 2009, Father Carreón
discovered historic photos, many
of them from Holy Rosary School,
which was in operation from 1929
to 1969. Using the newly-discovered photos and others, the
parish is creating a photographic
history of the former school that
will be available on DVD.

The DVD history is one part of
an effort to raise funds for major
repairs to the church, convent
and the school, parish administrators said. The parish hopes to
have the school building repaired as soon as possible so
that it may be used for catechism classes, meetings, receptions and the traditional pancake breakfast.
Former students and parishioners are invited to contact the
parish at 303-297-1962 between
9 a.m. and 1 p.m. or by e-mail at
holy.rosary@live.com for more
information about the DVD or
restoration efforts. The parish
Mass schedule is: 9 a.m. weekdays; 5:30 p.m. Saturdays; 8 a.m.,
10 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. (Spanish)
Sundays.

ticular lifestyle in home education and supporting each other.”
The conference runs from 3
p.m.-8 p.m. on Friday and 8
a.m.-5 p.m. on Saturday. Cost is
$35 per person, $45 per couple,
if pre-registered.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
CATHOLIC HOME
EDUCATORS
CONFERENCE
For more information visit online at www.rmchec.org or call
303-759-9522
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Mother Cabrini Pilgrimage July 11 Public invited to Carmelite triduum;

bishop to say liturgy on Carmel feast

FILE PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

THE ANNUAL Mother Cabrini Shrine Pilgrimage is set for
July 11. The pilgrimage is an annual gathering planned
around the canonization of St. Frances Xavier “Mother”
Cabrini and includes Mass, an opportunity to walk the steps
up to the landmark Sacred Heart of Jesus statue and participate in rosary processions at 9:30 a.m. or 1 p.m. Confessions
will be heard throughout the day. In addition to the regular
Sunday Masses at 7:30 and 11 a.m., a special outdoor Mass
will be celebrated that day at 2 p.m. by Father Bill Kraus,
O.F.M. Cap. Youth of the archdiocese are especially invited to
attend that Mass. Special sales will be available in the gift
shop and food, including baked items, will be sold throughout
the day. The Mother Cabrini Gala is set for July 23. For more
information, visit online at www.mothercabrinishrine.org or
call 303-526-0758. Watch for more information in the next
issue of the Denver Catholic Register.

THE INTERIOR of the chapel at Carmel of the Holy Spirit Monastery in Littleton. The Discalced
Carmelite nuns invite the faithful to celebrate liturgies with them 7 p.m. July 14, 15 and 16 in the
chapel to mark the feast of their patron, Our Lady of Mount Carmel.
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER
When the Littleton monastery
was founded in 1947, a branch of
TRIDUUM
The public is invited to attend a
the Archbishop’s Guild called
liturgy celebrated by Denver
Friends of Carmel was established
What: Prayer services on three
Auxiliary Bishop James D. Conley
to help the nuns with the
consecutive nights leading up
on July 16, the feast of Our Lady of
monastery’s upkeep. Each year at
to the feast of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel, at the Carmelite
the time of the triduum Friends of
Mount Carmel
monastery in Littleton. The liturCarmel ask the laity to send a
When: 7 p.m. July 14, 15 and 16
gy is the final one of three markcheck of any amount directly to
ing the community’s annual
Where: Carmel of the Holy
the monastery in a fundraising
triduum observance.
Spirit Monastery, 6138 S.
drive. The drive is important to the
The Discalced Carmelite nuns
Gallup St., Littleton
nuns, who rely entirely on alms for
invite the faithful to celebrate any
their support. The sisters spend
or all of the triduum liturgies with Cambridge, England, in the 13th their lives praying for the needs of
them, set for 7 p.m. on July 14, 15 century with the promise that the whole Church, particularly for
and 16 in the monastery chapel.
whomever dies wearing it would the Denver Archdiocese.
The liturgies include the rosary, be spared the fires of hell.
"We are deeply grateful for the
Benediction of the Blessed
Other priests leading the litur- support of the faithful," said
Sacrament, the triduum prayer, gies and delivering the sermons Mother Gemma Marie. "They have
the blessing and distribution of the will be: July 14, Father Marcus our prayers, love and gratitude."
Carmelite scapular and a sermon.
Mallick, pastor of Sacred Heart of
The public is always invited to
"Once again we just delight to Mary Church in Boulder; July 15, the monastery’s 6:30 a.m. Mass,
have everyone come to honor the Father James Jackson, F.S.S.P., pas- which is offered seven days a
Blessed Mother with us," said tor of Our Lady of Mount Carmel week in the chapel.
Mother Gemma Marie Hughes, Latin Mass Community.
Send donations and prayer reprioress of the monastery.
The Discalced (shoeless) quests to Carmel of the Holy
The feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmelites are a branch of the Spirit Monastery, 6138 S. Gallup
Carmel remembers Mary’s gift of order founded by St. Teresa of St., Littleton, CO 80120. Your
the scapular to St. Simon Stock in Avila.
check is your receipt.

Deacon Stephenson ministered to the deaf community
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Deacon Billy Stephenson died
June 16 after battling a number
of illnesses and injuries. He
was 79.
He was born in Fort Worth,
PHOTO PROVIDED
Texas, on Nov. 19, 1930, and beTHE RIBBON CUTTING for OrthoColorado Hospital, an orthopedic came a medic for the U.S. Navy
specialty hospital located at the Federal Center at Union
when he was 17. In 1952, he
Boulevard and W. Sixth Avenue in Lakewood, was held last month. married Dorothy Sanchez at Our
The hospital received its first patient on June 14. The
Lady of Loreto Chapel on the
OrthoColorado Hospital is the first facility to open on the 50-acre Naval Air Station in Pensacola,
St. Anthony Medical Campus where the replacement hospital for
Fla.
St. Anthony Central is projected to open next summer. Above,
In 1958, he entered into the
from left: Jay Weinstein, COO, St. Anthony Central Hospital; John Catholic faith at St. Gertrude
DiCola, Catholic Health Initiatives senior vice president of strate- Parish in Kingsville, Texas. After
gy and business development; Lakewood Mayor Bob Murphy;
retiring from the Navy in 1968,
Jude Torchia, CEO, OrthoColorado Hospital; Dr. Tom Friermood,
he eventually settled in
vice president of the OrthoColorado Hospital Board; Gary
Thornton, Colo., and took a job
Campbell, president and CEO, Centura Health; Dr. Bharat Desai,
with the Gates Rubber Co. (now
chief medical officer, OrthoColorado Hospital.
Gates Corporation).

In 1976, he was ordained a as possible.
“Deacon Billy loved his vocadeacon in the Archdiocese of
Denver and was assigned to tion and family,” said Deacon
Holy Cross Parish. While at the Joe Donohoe, director of deacon
personnel. “He lived
Thornton
parish,
his vocation with a
Deacon Stephenson
smile. Despite his
learned sign language
health issues, he was
and ministered to the
always available to
hearing impaired and
those in need.”
deaf community. In
Deacon Stephenson
1985, he was assigned
is survived by his wife,
to the Air Force
Dorothy, and his chilChapel at Lowry Air
dren, Theresa (Terri),
Force Base. He also
DEACON BILLY
Robert, and Patricia
ministered to the eldSTEPHENSON
(Tish) along with six
erly, the incarcerated
grandchildren.
and the sick on a regular basis.
A
funeral
for
Deacon
Deacon Stephenson retired
from active diaconal ministry in Stephenson was held June 21 at
1990 because of continuing Holy Cross Parish. Interment
heart problems; however, he was June 23 at Fort Logan
continued ministering as much National Cemetery.
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Fireworks displays to mark Independence Day
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Below are some of the activities planned for Independence
Day weekend.
Batter Up! The Colorado
Rockies will have two evenings
of fireworks July 2 and 3 at Coors
Field, 20th and Blake streets in
Denver.
Following games
against the visiting San
Francisco Giants, fireworks will
light up the sky in tribute to our
nation’s birthday. Tickets begin
at $4. More information is available at 1-800-388-ROCK.
City of Arvada will be hosting
their annual Independence Day
celebration starting 3 p.m. July 3
at 58th and Oak streets.
Activities include food, music
and fireworks at 9 p.m. For
more information, log onto
www.arvada.org/arts-and-culture.
Lakewood on Parade kicks off
at 1 pm. July 3 at Jefferson
County Stadium, Sixth Avenue
and Kipling Street. The free
event features entertainment,

arts and crafts, food, games and
children’s rides. Fireworks display is at 9:30 p.m. Details of all
the events can be found at
www.lakewoodonparade.org.
The community of Parker is
inviting everyone to their annual Independence Day celebration, July 3 at Salisbury Park,
9200 Motsenbocker Road.
Activities for all the family begin
at 6 p.m. including games, food,
entertainment. Fireworks are
scheduled to begin at 9:30 p.m.
The Cherry Creek Arts
Festival July 3-5 is a celebration
of visionary, culinary and performing arts to enliven and entertain one’s senses. Talk with
the artists and sample some of
the fine delicacies Denver’s best
restaurants have to offer. The
festival is held in Cherry Creek
North from Steele to Clayton
streets between Second and
Third avenues. For more information, go online to www.cherryarts.org.
Belleview Park in Englewood
will be the site of a 4th of July

spectacular that includes a wide
variety of food, music and family activities culminating with a
fantastic fireworks display. The
event will be held from 3 p.m.10 p.m. at Belleview Park on the
corner of W. Belleview Avenue
and S. Windemere Street near
Pirates Cove Aquatic Park.
Fireworks will light up the sky
at Invesco Field at Mile High following the Colorado Outlaw
Lacrosse game on July 4, which
begins at 7 p.m. For ticket information, call the box office at
303-OUTLAWS (688-5297).
Soccer enthusiasts can celebrate Independence Day on July
4 when the Colorado Rapids play
host to the New York Red Bulls at
Dicks Sporting Goods Park, 6000
Victory Way in Commerce City.
The game begins at 7 p.m. with a
fireworks display immediately afterward. Ticket prices begin at
$17. Call 303-727-3500 for more
information.
If your music tastes lean toward rhythm and blues or the
hits of Motown, you’ll want to

Antonio
Peccia

CNS PHOTO/HYUNGWON KANG, REUTERS

FIREWORKS light up the sky over Washington on Independence
Day, July 4, 2009. The annual U.S. holiday marks the anniversary
of the adoption of the Declaration of Independence in 1776.
Numerous fireworks displays will be offered in the metro area
during Independence Day weekend.
check out Jakarta, a touring
band which will be giving a free
concert July 4 at Green Valley
Ranch Amphitheater, 4890
Argonne
Way,
Denver.
Entertainment begins at 8 p.m.
and a spectacular fireworks display choreographed to music

MILE HIGH
TREE CARE,
Inc.

President

A&M Steel, Inc.

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”

Structural Steel
2651 E. 79th Ave. Denver, CO 80229

303-292-9393

303.287.4480

FREE ESTIMATES

• TREE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL
• LAWN CARE
• FIREWOOD
• DEEP ROOT WATER AND
FERTILIZATION
• INSECT-DISEASE CONTROL

SENIOR DISCOUNT
Licensed & Insured

will follow the concert.
For those who wish to find out
if their community will be hosting public fireworks demonstrations, log onto your city’s website and look under Parks and
Recreation or Events.

FATHER, REMIND US THAT
LIBERTY NEVER TRAVELS
WITHOUT ITS COMPANION;
SACRIFICE, AND THAT
SACRIFICE NEVER TRAVELS
WITHOUT LOVE.

HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY!

DR. ROBERT
SPRINGS, M.D.
• Full Service Renovation of Kitchen & Bath
• Design & Installation for New Construction

The advertisers on this page would like to wish you a

Family Practice
4120 Federal Blvd. 303-455-4761

303-744-9110

Mon. and Thu.: 8:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m.
Tue. and Wed.: 8:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Fridays: 8:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.

T.J. Kesicki, IIDA

Accepting Medicaid and Medicare

Showroom at 66 South Logan

How can we
express our patriotism?
Cease to do evil, learn to do good;
seek justice, rescue the oppressed,
defend the orphan, plead for the
widow. (Isaiah 1:16-17)

High Performance

CAR WASH

Providing clean, economical
electrical energy for over 70 years.

(303) 659-0551 (800) 468-8809
500 Cooperative Way, Brighton 80601

32nd Ave. & Speer Blvd.
(2 Blocks West of Federal)
Open 24 hours

CAR WASH

W. 38th Ave. at Jason St.
(West of I-25 at Jason St.)
24 Hour Coin-Operated Car Wash

(303) 755-5211
Over 60 styles of fence designs.
60 Years. Family Owned.
Call for a FREE personal presentation.
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Bulletin Board
Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Respect Life Holy Hour: at Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St., Denver.
July 4: 3 p.m.
Lux Mundi: Steubenville of the Rockies Praise and
Worship Night at Light of the World, 10316 W.
Bowles Ave., Littleton. Call 303-973-3969 for details.
July 15: 7 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Registration Going On: for summer Catholic young
adult softball. Games held every Saturday. Early
registration fee is $31. Registration and ballpark
information available online at
www.CatholicYoungAdultSports.com.
Saturdays beginning Aug. 7
Book Signings: Meet the author of “Mary:
Reflection of the Trinity and the First Fruits of
Creation,” Sister Rosa Lombardi, MPF. She will sign
books after all Masses.
July 3-4: Holy Name Church
3290 W. Milan Ave., Englewood
July 10-11: Queen of Peace,
13120 E. Kentucky Ave., Aurora
Come Hear: Father Matt Ruhl S.J. speak about his
current bike ride across America to support
Catholic Charities initiative to reduce poverty.
He’ll speak at Regis University Chapel, 3333 Regis
Blvd., Denver. A reception will follow the talk. Visit
www.cyclingforchange.org.
July 6: 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Celebrate 100 Years: of St. Helen Parish, 917 W.
Seventh St., Fort Morgan. Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput O.F.M. Cap. will celebrate Mass, followed by
banquet and dance. Call 970-768-0887 or email
h.bohm@bresnan.net.
July 17: Mass 5:30 p.m.
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

Annual Bazaar: At Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church,
3549 Navajo St. in Denver. Call parish for details
303-455-0447.
July 16-18: 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Holy Family High School Golf Classic: Annual tourney
rescheduled for Aug. 7, at The Broadland’s Golf
Course. Fees are $500/foursome, $130/person,
$100/seniors and students. Proceeds help with tuition
assistance. Contact Marianne Alonzi at 303-410-1411,
Ext. 1129 or marianne.alonzi@holyfamilyhs.com, or
visit www.holyfamilyhs.com.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Support Right to Life: at the St. Joan of Arc Golf for
Life tournament at Applewood Golf Course, 14001 W.
32nd Ave., Golden. Call 303-420-2342.
July 23
Fun In The Sun: day of prayer and discernment for
young women at Little Sisters of the Poor, 3629 W.
29th Ave., Denver. RSVP to this free event by calling 303-594-7420.
July 24: 10:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

ENDOW: one day intensive course, “Letter to Women”
to be held at JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Cost is $60. Register at www.EndowOnline.com or
call 303-715-3291.
July 10
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat: for those in need of spiritual healing following an abortion. Call 303-410-1710
for more information.
July 16 - 18

PILGRIMAGES/TOURS
Information Meetings: on Panama Canal tour this
October led by Father John Gibbons to be held at
Kateri Chapel, 1020 Upham St., Lakewood. Call 720937-0070 for more information.
July 3 and July 10: 1 p.m.
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