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San Antonio archbishop named
coadjutor of Los Angeles Archdiocese
WASHINGTON (CNS)—Pope
Benedict XVI has named
Archbishop José H. Gomez of
San Antonio as coadjutor archbishop of Los Angeles.
The appointment was announced in Washington April 6
by Archbishop Pietro Sambi,
apostolic nuncio to the United
States.
Cardinal Roger M. Mahony,
who is 74, currently heads the
archdiocese. As coadjutor,
Archbishop Gomez, 58, automatically becomes head of the
archdiocese upon Cardinal
Mahony’s retirement or death.
The cardinal will turn 75 next
February, the age at which bishops are required by canon law to
submit their resignation to the
pope.
“I welcome Archbishop Gomez
to the Archdiocese of Los Angeles
with enthusiasm and personal
excitement,” Cardinal Mahony
said in a statement. “The auxiliary bishops and I are looking forward to working closely with him
over the coming months until he
becomes the archbishop early in
2011.”
Archbishop Gomez is currently the highest-ranking prelate of
the 27 active Hispanic Catholic
bishops in the U.S. When he
succeeds Cardinal Mahony, he
will become the first Hispanic
archbishop of Los Angeles, the
nation’s largest archdiocese.
“‘I’m very grateful to the Holy
Father for giving me this opportunity to serve the Church with a
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ARCHBISHOP José Gomez of San Antonio delivers remarks at Centro San Juan Diego, the Denver
Archdiocese’s center offering pastoral and family services to Spanish-speaking Catholics, during an
awards dinner in 2007. Archbishop Gomez was named coadjutor of the Los Angeles Archdiocese last
week. He is the former auxiliary bishop of Denver and helped establish Centro when he was here.
mentor and leader like Cardinal
Roger Mahony,” Archbishop
Gomez said in a statement. He
said he was grateful to
Archbishop Sambi “for supporting the Holy Father’s confidence
in me. I will try with all my
strength to earn that trust.”
A Mass of reception for
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Archbishop Gomez will be celebrated in Los Angeles May 26.
The archbishop, one of 22
Opus Dei bishops around the
world, was installed to head the
San Antonio Archdiocese in
February 2005. When he was
named to Texas in December
2004, then-Bishop Gomez had

been an auxiliary bishop of the
Denver Archdiocese for about
three years.
On
the
national
level
Archbishop Gomez is chairmanelect of the U.S. bishops’
Committee on Migration. He is
chairman of the Subcommittee

See Los Angeles, Page 2
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In 1858 Marie Bernarde Soubirous, the sickly
eldest child of a poor French miller, had 18 visions of a young, beautiful lady in a cave near
Lourdes. Identifying herself as the Immaculate
Conception, the lady asked for prayers and
penitence. After entering the Sisters of Charity,
Bernadette was somewhat sheltered from all
that she had experienced as the Lourdes visionary. Sick with asthma and tuberculosis, she died at 35. Lourdes became a place of
© CNS
healing, one of Christianity’s greatest pilgrimage sites.
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Archbishop Gomez left mark in Colorado

MOST REV.

BY JOHN GLEASON

CHARLES J. CHAPUT
O.F.M. CAP.
Swift action painful but
necessary in abuse allegation
This past weekend a version of the following letter was read, at my
request, at St. Thomas More Parish, where Father Mel Thompson
most recently served, and at every other parish—like Christ the
King—where he ministered as a priest:
April 9, 2010
To the parish community of Christ the King
Dear friends in Christ,
I need to inform you of difficult news. On April 8, I relieved Father
Mel Thompson, who has served St. Thomas More Parish as parochial
vicar for the last nine years, of his duties. I have removed his priestly
faculties and withdrawn him from active ministry. Please note that
Father Thompson previously served at Christ the King Parish in 1969.
This action comes after receiving an April 7 complaint against
Father Thompson for past sexual misconduct with a minor that reportedly occurred in the early 1970s. In accord with our policies in
this matter, we have reported the allegation to civil authorities for investigation. We are also alerting other parishes where Father
Thompson has previously served.
It is important to note that Father Thompson maintains his innocence of the allegation, and to respect his privacy as this matter proceeds.
Anyone who has concerns about the conduct of Father Thompson
during his time of service at Christ the King Parish—or any other clergy member, parish or school employee, or Church volunteer in the
archdiocese who deals with minors—should contact Mr. Chris Pond,
director of the Archdiocese of Denver’s Child and Youth Protection
Office, at 303-715-3226.
Please keep your parish and the larger Church community in your
prayers during this painful time.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Most Rev. Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Archbishop of Denver
Over the course of his long career, Father Thompson has been a popular and effective priest, respected by his brother priests and well-loved
by many parishioners. It’s no surprise, then, that various people from
around the archdiocese have voiced their frustration with the speed
and “unfairness” of the archdiocesan response to a reported incident
from more than 35 years ago. Father Thompson has no previous allegation of any sexual misconduct with a minor in his priestly history; in
fact, any priest who did, would not be allowed to minister in the archdiocese. He also maintains his innocence of the allegation, and that
presumption of innocence, along with his privacy, must be respected.
In removing Father Thompson, or any member of the clergy, from
ministry in a situation like this, we act purely to ensure the safety of
children, families and the integrity of the Church community. We
take all allegations of abuse seriously. Prompt action is painful for
the whole local Church, but it’s a necessary course to protect people’s
trust in their parish and in the archdiocese. In this case, and in any
other such case that may occur in the future, we follow diocesan and
national policies that exist to serve the safety of our people, and to respect the suffering and dignity of victims. These priorities are vitally
important, and they will not change.
The only “good” news in today’s heavy, renewed media attention to
international allegations of clergy sex abuse is that we’ve learned a
great deal from experience. It’s clear now, in ways far more irrefutable and widely reported than in years past, that celibacy has
nothing to do with the cause of clergy sexual abuse; that the Church
in the United States has acted vigorously to deal with this problem;
that priests abuse young people at no higher rate than any other profession or social group; that sexual abuse of minors is equally prevalent in public schools and institutions; and that too often—as
Investor’s Business Daily editorialized on April 9—too much of the
press itself, including leading publications like The New York Times,
has a seriously flawed approach to reporting this sensitive issue.
Please pray for the healing of the person who has brought this
claim forward. We also need to remember Father Thompson in our
prayers. Please pray in a special way for all those persons whose
lives are wounded in our society by the sin and crime of sexual abuse.
And finally, please pray for a renewal of faith and zeal for our whole
local Church in this Easter season.
The Investor’s Business Daily editorial can be found on line at
www.investors.com/NewsAndAnalysis/Article.aspx?id=529896.

The new coadjutor archbishop
of Los Angeles has his episcopal
roots in the Denver Archdiocese,
which is where he was elevated to
the episcopacy when he served as
auxiliary bishop here from 20012005.
Last week, Pope Benedict XVI
appointed
San
Antonio
Archbishop José H. Gomez coadjutor
archbishop
of
the
Archdiocese of Los Angeles,
which means that upon the retirement or death of Cardinal
Roger M. Mahony he will become
the shepherd of the 4.6 million
Catholics residing there.
In the Denver Archdiocese,
many people are beaming with
affection as they see their former
“Baby Bishop” take a step toward
becoming the spiritual leader of
the largest Catholic diocese in the
United States.
In a statement, Denver
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M.
Cap.,
congratulated
Archbishop Gomez on his new
assignment.

Los Angeles
From Page 1
on the Church in Latin America
and of the Ad Hoc Committee
on the Spanish-Language Bible.
In 2007 he was elected to a twoyear term as the first chairman
of the Committee on Cultural
Diversity in the Church. He is
currently a member of the
Committee on Doctrine.
José Horacio Gomez was born
in Monterrey, Mexico, Dec. 26,
1951. He attended the National
University of Mexico, where he
earned a bachelor’s degree in accounting. In college he joined
Opus Dei, an institution founded by St. Josémaria Escriva to
help people turn their work and
daily activities into occasions for
growing closer to God, serving
others and improving society.
Opus Dei became a personal
prelature in 1982.
Archbishop Gomez studied
theology in Rome and at the
University of Navarre in Spain,
where he earned a bachelor’s degree in theology and a doctorate
in moral theology. He was ordained a priest of Opus Dei Aug.
15, 1978, in Torreciudad, Spain.

“Archbishop Gomez first
served as a bishop in Denver,
and people here remember him
with
great
affection,”
Archbishop Chaput said. “He
played a very big role in making
our Hispanic ministry one of the
best in the country, but his impact and friendships went well
beyond the Hispanic community. He has a great gift for bringing people together from very
different backgrounds.”
Archbishop Chaput added that
Archbishop Gomez’s intelligence,
work ethic, personal warmth and
respect for others make him an
effective leader.
“Archbishop Gomez will serve
the Catholic people of Los
Angeles with character, courage
and good will,” he said.
Arriving in Denver in 2001
where he was ordained auxiliary
bishop on March 26, thenBishop Gomez served as vicar
general of the archdiocese,
moderator of the curia, rector of
the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception and
pastor of Mother of God Church.

In addition, he was instrumental
in making Centro San Juan
Diego, the archdiocese’s center
for pastoral and family services
to Spanish-speaking Catholics, a
reality. Centro brings assistance
to thousands of people every
year.
Luis Soto, executive director of
Centro, told the Los Angeles Times
he believes the people of
California are going to love having Archbishop Gomez as their
shepherd.
“He is a great man,” Soto said.
“He’s a great priest and we are
very proud of him.”
Msgr. Jorge De los Santos, vicar
for Hispanic Ministry in the
Denver Archdiocese, called
Archbishop Gomez’s appointment both a great joy and a great
responsibility.
“We are very happy and proud
to know that a Hispanic will be responsible for the most Hispanic
archdiocese in the U.S.,” Msgr. De
los Santos said. “We know that
God is with him and will be his
guidance and strength in this
new time and mission.”

After ordination he pursued
pastoral work with college and
high school students in Spain
and Mexico. In 1987, he was sent
to what was then the Diocese of
Galveston-Houston to minister
for Opus Dei in several capacities in Texas. He became a U.S.
citizen in 1995.
Then-Father Gomez was president
of
the
National
Association of Hispanic Priests
from 1995-99, then its executive
director from 1999-2001. He was
treasurer of the National
Catholic Council of Hispanic
Ministry, 1998-2001.
In 1999, he became the vicar
of Opus Dei for the state of
Texas. Pope John Paul II named
him a Denver auxiliary bishop in
January 2001.
Cardinal Mahony has been
archbishop of Los Angeles for almost 25 years. Appointed in July
1985, he was installed in
September of that year. He was
elevated to the College of
Cardinals in June 1991.
A year after being named to
Los Angeles, then-Archbishop
Mahony created five pastoral regions to better minister to the
4.6 million Catholics in the
Archdiocese.

He has overseen the construction of one of the largest
Catholic churches in the U.S.—
the Cathedral of Our Lady of the
Angels, which was dedicated
Sept. 2, 2002. Shortly after the
1994 Northridge earthquake
damaged the Cathedral of St.
Vibiana beyond repair, he announced plans to replace it with
a new cathedral.
During his tenure, the cardinal has been a national leader in
advocating for the U.S. Congress
to pass comprehensive immigration reform. He has served as
chairman of the bishops’ doctrine committee and currently is
consultant to the divine worship, migration and pro-life activities committees.
Born in Hollywood, Calif.,
Cardinal Mahony is the first native Angeleno and the third
archbishop of Los Angeles to be
made a cardinal. From 1980-85
he was bishop of Stockton,
Calif., and prior to that he was
an auxiliary bishop of the
Diocese of Fresno, Calif.
The Los Angeles Archdiocese
covers about 8,800 square miles.
It has a total population of 11.6
million; 4.6 million people, or 36
percent, are Catholic.
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In defense of the pope
BY AUXILIARY BISHOP JAMES
D. CONLEY

Over these past few weeks a
flurry of stories have appeared in
the media regarding clergy sexual
abuse and its mishandling by
Catholic bishops and even the
pope himself. Much of this information is dated. The fact that
these stories were triggered in
part by an attorney with a long
and lucrative financial history of
litigating the Catholic community and were pressed with such
enthusiasm by editors during
Holy Week—and in particular on
Good Friday—could hardly have
been a coincidence.
Sexual abuse of children cries
to heaven for justice. It violates
everything that is good and holy.
It mocks everything Christ said
in the Gospels. Jesus compared
the Kingdom of Heaven to the
innocence of a little child. And
for a Catholic priest to commit a
crime and a sin like this is profoundly evil.

But sexual abuse is not uniquely or even predominantly a
Catholic problem. It is a sickness
widespread in our culture and
also a global problem. Most studies indicate that in the United
States as much as 60 percent of all
sexual abuse of minors takes
place within families.
It’s certainly true that some
Catholic priests perpetrated this
evil on the innocent in years past.
And too many Catholic bishops
ignored or failed to grasp the
gravity of this crime in addressing
the problem. These men are
gravely accountable to God for
their actions.
But no other community or institution has examined itself on
this painful issue as rigorously as
the Catholic Church. No other
group has put into place zero tolerance policies for sexual abuse
and created safe environment programs like the Catholic Church in
America, to the point where the
Church is one of the most secure
environments anywhere for chil-

bishop in April 2008. As a brother
dren and young people.
And no person has done more bishop to the bishop of Rome, it
to rid the Church of the evil of pains my heart and should
sexual abuse than the current wound the heart of all Catholics,
successor of St. Peter, Benedict to see the vindictive way he has
XVI. As archbishop of Munich 30 been treated in the media. The
years ago, then as the prefect for editorial cartoons, the opinion
pieces, the vicious atthe Congregation for
tacks on his person
the Doctrine of the
and reputation, the
Faith and now as the
disinformation and
Vicar of Christ, Pope
twisting of facts—all
Benedict has always
these abuses against
been dedicated to his
responsible press freeresponsibilities of pudom have been repugrifying the Church in
nant.
this area.
No other world reliI served as an official
AUXILIARY
gious leader, Jewish,
in
the
Vatican’s
BISHOP JAMES
Muslim or other,
Congregation
for
D. CONLEY
would be treated in
Bishops for 10 years. In
this way. Contempt for
that capacity, I worked
alongside then-Cardinal Joseph the Catholic Church—and don’t
Ratzinger who was a member of be fooled; the contempt is directour Congregation. During my last ed not just at Church leaders, but
year in Rome I served under the at ordinary believers as well—no
same good man after his election matter how vulgar or bitter, is the
as pope. I learned from direct, last acceptable prejudice. Why?
first-hand
experience
that Because the Catholic Church is
Benedict XVI is truly a man of one of the few remaining voices
God, a gift to the Church and a that speaks effectively against the
shepherd after the heart of the moral confusion of our day. The
Catholic faith does not and will
Good Shepherd.
Benedict XVI named me a not bless the damaging moral

path some people now seem to
prefer.
Let me close with the words of
Benedict from his Holy Thursday
chrism Mass in Rome:
“I am always struck by the passage in the Acts of the Apostles
which recounts that after the
Apostles had been whipped by
order of the Sanhedrin, they ‘rejoiced that they were counted
worthy to suffer dishonor for the
name of Jesus’ (Acts 5:41).
Anyone who loves is ready to suffer for the beloved and for the
sake of his love, and in this way
he experiences a deeper joy. The
joy of the martyrs was stronger
than the torments inflicted on
them.”
Discipleship involves suffering.
But suffering does accomplish a
powerfully good thing: It clarifies
who is willing to suffer for Christ’s
Church and her mission, and
who is not.
Most Rev. James D. Conley is
auxiliary bishop of Denver. His
column first appeared in First
Things Online (www.firstthings.com). It is reprinted with
permission.

Father David Sobieszczyk dies Jubiliarians celebrating 50 years of priesthood ordination
Longtime
priest
of
the
Archdiocese of Denver, Father
David Sobieszczyk, died on Easter
Sunday, April 4 following a lengthy
illness. He was 77.
A native of Loup City, Neb.,
Father Sobieszczyk was born on
Jan. 25, 1933, to Joseph and
Salomea Sobieszczyk. He entered
St. Thomas Seminary in 1956 and
was ordained in Denver on May
23, 1964.
His early ministry saw Father
Sobieszczyk serve as assistant pastor at St. Mary Magdalene Parish in
Denver and Shrine of St. Anne in
Arvada before being assigned to

Spirit of Christ Parish in Arvada
where he was pastor for six years.
He served as associate pastor at the
Denver parishes of St. Catherine of
Siena,
Blessed
Sacrament,
Guardian Angels and Mother of
God, as well as at St. Joseph in Fort
Collins and St. Therese in Aurora.
After serving as pastor of Our Lady
of the Valley in Windsor and St. John
the Baptist in Johnstown, he was
appointed parochial vicar at St.
James in Denver. He retired in 2003.
Father Michael Kerrigan, pastor
of Our Lady of Lourdes in
Georgetown, was a close friend
and seminary classmate of Father
Sobieszczyk. He said in addition to

BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Father Robert Meznar

Ordained a priest in Denver on
June
4,
1960, Father
Meznar
served in six
parishes as
a parochial
vicar
including
Cure d’Ars
Parish,
Denver; St. John the Evangelist
Parish, Loveland; St. Anthony of
Padua Parish, Denver; St.
Bernadette Parish, Lakewood;
See Sobieszczyk, Page 11 Church of the Risen Christ,

Denver; and St. Catherine of
Siena, Denver. When first appointed a pastor, it was to St.
Peter the Apostle in Fleming,
then to St. Peter Parish in Crook
before returning to Denver to
serve as pastor at St. Catherine of
Siena in Denver from which he
retired.

Father Patrick Rearden, O.P.
Father Rearden was ordained a
priest of the Dominican order on
June 4, 1960, in Dubuque, Iowa.
Forty of his priestly years were
dedicated to mission work in
Bolivia. In La Paz he served as a
high school teacher and seminary
professor
and
in

Cochabamba he founded a home
for street children. He was the director of Centro San Martin de
Porres, a charismatic center,
where he celebrated Mass and
ran youth programs. From the
center Father Rearden would
travel the country preaching to
the many charismatic communities. He served as the national coordinator of Bolivia’s Catholic
Charismatic Renewal. In 2001 he
returned to the United States and
was a member of the Dominican
Missionary Preaching Team in
Austin, Texas, for seven years before coming to Denver in 2008
where is he currently assigned to
St. Dominic Parish.
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BY JOHN GLEASON

‘YEAR FOR PRIESTS’ DAILY PRAYER CALENDAR
Please pray for the following priests on the indicated days,
in honor of the Year for Priests:
WEDNESDAY

14

APRIL

THURSDAY

15

FRIDAY

16

Upcoming Events
‘Year for Priests’ Prayer Vigil: May 1 / ‘Year for Priests’ Holy Hour: May 17
For more information and other resources go to www.archden.org/yearforpriests

SATURDAY

17

SUNDAY

18

MONDAY

TUESDAY

19

20

FR. WILLIAM
JUNGMANN

FR. WILLIAM
MENINGER

FR. WILLIAM
SMITH

FR. WILLIAM
MILLER

FR. WILLIAM
WILLIAMS

FR. CHRISTOPHER
POPRAVAK

FR. CHRISTOPHER
RENNER

Ordination: 6-7-03

Ordination: 2-3-58

Ordination: 6-15-74

Ordination: 6-16-55

Ordination: 7-2-68

Ordination: 10-12-74

Ordination: 6-8-91
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

The limits of the papacy
During the preparation of the Second Vatican Council’s Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church, Pope Paul VI proposed that the constitution’s discussion of papal primacy include the affirmation that the
Pope is “accountable to the Lord alone.” This suggestion was rejected by the Council’s Theological Commission, which wrote that “the
Roman Pontiff is also bound to revelation itself, to the fundamental
structure of the Church, to the sacraments, to the definitions of earlier councils, and other obligations too numerous to mention.” Pope
Paul quietly dropped his proposal.
Yet the image persists that the Catholic Church is a kind of global
corporation, with the pope as CEO, the bishops as branch managers, and your parish priest as the local salesman. And according to
that image, the pope not only knows what’s going on all the way
down the line, he gives orders that are immediately obeyed all the
way down the line. Or, to vary the misimpression, the Church is like
the United States Marine Corps—there, at least according to legend,
when the Commandant issues an order, everyone from the highestranking four-star to the lowliest Parris Island recruit staples a salute
to his forehead and does what he’s told.
This distorted and distorting image of the pope as dictatorial CEO
or Marine commandant is, admittedly, reinforced by the language
of the Code of Canon Law. Thus Canon 331 states that the “Bishop
of the Church of Rome … has supreme, full, immediate and universal ordinary power in the Church, and he can always freely exercise
that power.” Yet, while, both theology and law tells us that the pope
enjoys the fullness of executive, legislative, and judicial authority in
the Church, his exercise of that power is circumscribed by any number of factors.
It is circumscribed by the authority and prerogatives of local bishops, According to the teaching of Vatican II, bishops are not simply
branch-managers of Catholic Church, Inc.; rather, they are the
heads of local Churches with both the authority and the responsibility to govern them. Moreover, the pope, according to the Council, is
to govern the Church with the College of Bishops who, with him and
under him, share in responsibility for the well-being of the entire
People of God, not only for their own local Churches.
The pope’s capacity for governance is also shaped by the quality
of his closest associates, and by the accuracy and timeliness of the
information he receives from the Roman Curia via the nuncios and
apostolic delegates who represent the Holy See and the pope
around the world. An example of how this fact of ecclesiastical life
can impede a pope’s ability to respond promptly to situations
comes from the American crisis of clerical sexual abuse and episcopal misgovernance in 2002. Because of grossly inadequate reporting
from the apostolic nunciature in Washington between January and
April 2002—when the firestorm was at its hottest—John Paul II was
about three months behind the news curve in mid-April 2002; what
appeared (and was often presented by the press) as papal uninterest
in the U.S. crisis was in fact a significant time-lag in the information-flow.
Papal governance can also be undermined by inept subordinates.
Thus the image of an uninterested John Paul II was reinforced in
2002 by Cardinal Dario Castrillon’s disastrous presentation of the
Pope’s annual Holy Thursday letter to priests that year, during which
Castrillon blew off questions about the U.S. crisis by saying that
John Paul had more important things to worry about, like peace in
the Middle East.
These very real human limits on the exercise of papal power seem
almost impossible for some editors and reporters—and indeed for
some Catholics—to grasp. Yet the fact remains that the overwhelming responsibility for turning the scandal of clerical sexual abuse
into a full-blown Church-wide crisis lays at the feet of irresponsible
local bishops, and unfortunately of bishops who bought the conventional wisdom about therapeutic “cures” for sexual predators.
That underscores the imperative of getting episcopal appointments
right and of removing bishops whose failures destroy their capacity
to govern: see “Ireland today, Catholic Church in.”
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

April 18: Third Sunday of Easter
Scripture readings:
• Acts 5:27-32; 40-41
• Psalm 30:2-6, 11-13
• Revelation 5:11-14
• John 21:1-19
Overview: From the very beginning, the Gospel has posed a serious challenge to the rulers of this
world. Sometimes it does this directly, as illustrated in our first
reading. Other times it does so indirectly through symbolic images,
as in the book of Revelation. In the
first reading Peter and the other
apostles had been under strict orders by the Sanhedrin (governing
council) not to talk about Jesus.
But in a bold act defiance that has
inspired persecuted Christians
throughout the ages Peter says,
“We must obey God rather than
men,” and immediately starts to
preach to the very men who ordered him not to preach in the first
place! What follows is one of the

most concise accounts of the
Gospel in the New Testament. It
consists of three basic statements:
(1) Christ was killed, having been
“hung on a tree;” (2) God raised
him from the dead thus making
him “leader and savior” through
whom (3) we can obtain forgiveness. The second reading during
the Easter season is from the book
of Revelation. In this week’s reading John has a vision of the heavenly liturgy, of which the liturgy on
earth is but a reflection. At the center of this liturgy is “the lamb that
was slain” who alone is “worthy to
receive honor, glory and blessing.”
This week’s Gospel is rich in symbolic imagery. The fact that the net
(signifying the Church) was drawn
up from the right side of the boat
echoes the Last Judgment of
Matthew 25. The crucified and
risen Lord stands on the shore
ready to welcome his “good and
faithful servants” the first of which
is St. Peter. The precise number of
fish caught (153) has been the subject of various interpretations.
Clearly it is connected to the apostolic mission to preach the Gospel
to all nations. Leading that mission
is St. Peter who “dragged the net
ashore” and was appointed by

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Pray for the pontiff
In 1917, Jacinta Marto, one of
three seers of Fatima saw in a vision “the Holy Father in a very
big house, kneeling by a table,
with his head buried in his
hands, and he was weeping.”
Outside the house, many people
were throwing stones, others
were cursing him, she said.
“Poor Holy Father,” she said, “we
must pray very much for him.”
There can be no doubt that
these words apply today to Pope
Benedict XVI, as he is being held
up to unprecedented ridicule
and scorn.
One can almost hear Jesus saying to the peaceful and benevo-

lent pope: “If the world hates you,
remember that it hated me first”
(Jn 15:18). Contrary to his critics
the pope, like Jesus, is innocent
and is doing everything in his
power to weed out those priests
guilty of sexual abuse and to justly compensate victims for their
suffering.
He is the one above all else in
society who has tackled these
things head on. Remember that
even Jesus had his Judas.
The world wants to see the
death of the Church because it
knows she is the mother of all
saints. It knows that the Catholic
Church is the last bastion of hope
against a materialistic world that
craves immorality at every step.

Christ to shepherd the Church.
Key verse: “We must obey God
rather than men” (Acts 5:29).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “The citizen is obliged in
conscience not to follow the directives of civil authorities when they
are contrary to the demands of the
moral order, to the fundamental
rights of persons or the teachings
of the Gospel.”
Pope Benedict XVI: “The book
of Revelation, which certainly
stands on the periphery of the New
Testament with its view of the empire, nevertheless made it clear to
everyone that there were things
that must not be persevered,
things that had to be changed.
(Revelation) showed a dimension
of human existence that went beyond the political functions of
maintaining peace and social
order” (“Values in a Time of
Upheaval”).
Life application: God is the author of the moral order to which
we are all subject. We will be
judged according to whether we
“obeyed God or men.” We should
respect civil authorities, but our
first allegiance is to the Lord who
alone is “worthy to receive honor,
glory and blessing”—not Caesar.
We must pray very much for
the pope and for the Church.
Paul Kokoski
Hamilton, Ontario

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250 words
and should include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. We rely on
our readers to recognize that the opinions
expressed in letters to the editor are those
of the author and are not necessarily those
of the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters
containing plainly misstated facts,
misinformation or libelous statements will
not be printed. Unsigned letters will not be
printed. Letters will be edited. Send letters
to: Editor, Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303715-2045. E-mail us at:
editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
April 15: Presbyteral Council followed by Priest Personnel Board and College of Consultors’ meeting, JPII
Center (10 a.m.); Opening Mass for Knights of Columbus Convention, Colorado Springs (5 p.m.)
April 16: Opening prayer, State Capitol (9 a.m.); Hope Springs Eternal Luncheon, Inverness Hotel, Centennial
(11:30 a.m.); Mass and confirmation, Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Denver (7 p.m.)
April 17: Mass for Nocturnal Adoration Society, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (4:30 p.m.);
Bishop Machebeuf High School Buffalo Ball, National Western Complex, Denver (8 p.m.)
April 18: Mass and confirmation, St. Elizabeth Anne Seton Parish, Fort Collins (11:30 a.m.); Mass for Kateri
community, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
April 19-22: Priests’ Convocation, Keystone

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
April 15: Presbyteral Council followed by Priests’ Personnel Board and College of Consultors’ meeting, JPII
Center (10 a.m.); Mass and confirmation, St. Catherine of Siena Church, Denver (7 p.m.)
April 16: Speaker, Ladies Luncheon, Knights of Columbus State Council Convention, Crowne Plaza Colorado
Springs Hotel (11 a.m.)
April 17: Bishop Machebeuf Wild West Buffalo Ball, National Western Complex, Denver (8 p.m.)
April 18: Mass, Mother of God Parish (7 a.m. and 8:30 a.m.); Mass and confirmation, St. Joan of Arc Church,
Arvada (2 p.m.)
April 19: Mass, Mother of God Church (8 a.m.)
April 19 – 22: Priests’ Convocation, Keystone

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Rev. James ReVello, granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately.
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THE CATEQUIZ’EM
According to 1
Samuel 25, this
unfortunate man’s
name meant ‘fool.’
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
In April, the CateQuiz’em tries to
fool the reader.
1. According to 1 Samuel 25, this unfortunate man’s name meant “fool”:
a. That worthless man Nabal;
b. That stupid man Dullus;
c. That crazy man Lobotoiah.
2. This man, who may have been
L’il, had the king read this eulogy
over him: “Would ____ have died like
a fool?
a. David;
b. Abner;
c. Rasta.
3. Proverbs 6 is interesting in that it
tells us a person who commits this
is a fool (rather than addressing it in
a solely moral sense):
a. Adultery;
b. Murder;
c. Kidnapping.
4. In a more traditional vein, this is
recommended for the back of a fool:
a. A tattoo;
b. A rod (stick);
c. The resin of the myrrh tree (itching powder).
5. An interesting distinction is made
between liars and fools in this formula:
a. It is the lips of the fool that conceal hostility; but he who spreads
accusations is a liar.
b. It is the lips of the liar that conceal hostility; but he who spreads
peanut butter on his bacon is a fool;
c. It is the lips of the liar that conceal hostility; but he who spreads
accusations is a fool.
6. Proverbs 12 tells us one difference between the prudent and the
foolish is that:
a. The fool immediately shows his
hand in card games;
b. The fool immediately shows his
wealth to any stranger;
c. The fool immediately shows his
anger.
7. Proverbs 14 tells us something
similar:
a. The quick-tempered man makes a
fool of himself, but the prudent man
is better with a sword;
b. The quick-tempered man makes a
fool of himself, but the prudent man
is at peace;
c. The quick-tempered man makes a
fool of himself, but the prudent man
gets the first punch because the
fool alerts him to the threat.

SPECIALIZING IN SERIOUS BODILY INJURY

~

WRONGFUL DEATH

~ AUTO ,

TRUCK OR MOTORCYCLE COLLISIONS

~

ON -THE - JOB INJURY

Justice

“Let us have faith that right makes might, and in that faith,
let us, to the end, dare to do our duty as we understand it.”
- Abraham Lincoln

Pursuing

I am proud to represent injured people, and the survivors of those whose lives have
been wasted by the carelessness of others. My duty is to make sure that these innocent
victims get the full measure of justice the law allows.
For the past 23 years, it has been my privilege to be on the
right side of serious injury and death cases throughout Colorado.
I have had the benefit of representing honorable people from all
walks of life who have had their lives turned upside down by a
serious injury or wrongful death. From the single mom cleaning
bathrooms to support her young children to the physician who
MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

~

DEFECTIVE PRODUCTS

~

was left disabled by someone's carelessness, I have had the privilege of standing
up against insurance companies to fight for fine people who have been wronged.
I agree with Abe Lincoln. Right makes might. But at our firm we don’t just
rely on the fact that we are on the right side of the case. We have a high-powered
firm of very experienced lawyers and staff who are equipped with the cutting
edge technology and other resources necessary to successfully resolve cases of
the largest magnitude.
If you are in need of this type of
help, please feel free to give me a call.

INSURANCE CLAIMS

~

AV I AT I O N A C C I D E N T S

~

RAILROAD ACCIDENTS

Caplis & Deasy, LLC ~ 4600 S. Syracuse, Suite 500 ~ Denver, CO 80237 ~ 303-770-5551 or toll free 1-800-204-1110

ANSWERS: 1.a, 2.b, 3.a, 4.b, 5.c,
6.c, 7.b
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Pure Fashion combats media’s mixed messages

PURE FASHION SHOW

BY JULIE FILBY

When: 2 p.m.-5 p.m. May 2

The fifth annual Pure Fashion
show will hit runways in downtown Denver May 2. Guests will
be treated to a parade of trendy
and tasteful fashions, a silent
auction, world champion Irish
step dancers, and a dessert and
coffee bar.
Pure Fashion is an eightmonth program that educates
young women age 14-18 in social graces, hair and make-up
artistry, personal presentation
and public speaking. Every
spring the program culminates
with a fashion show.
This year’s guest speaker and
master of ceremonies will be

Pure
Fashion
national
spokesperson Brenda Sharman.
Sharman—who converted to
Catholicism after growing up in
an agnostic family—is a model,
actress and Miss Georgia USA
1990.
During her conversion and
growing need to discover God,
Sharman realized culture had
become more immodest and indecent.
“I had to decide if I was going
to be part of the problem or part
of the solution,” she said.
In 2006, she became the
founding national director of
Pure Fashion and remains at the
forefront of the modesty movement.

“With Pure Fashion, we meet and sometimes emulate their
today’s teens where they are: the behavior,” Sharman said. “As
concerned parents, we want our
mall!” Sharman said.
The program helps balance children to grow up with Jesus
and saints as role modthe mixed messages
els—unfortunately our
teenagers receive in
culture exalts pop stars
today’s culture.
more than saints.”
“Unfortunately teens
Pure Fashion helps
are being negatively
young ladies feel confiimpacted by the fashdent about who they
ion and entertainment
are in the eyes of God,
industries, which have
providing strength to
become more and
“go against the grain”
more crude,” she said.
BRENDA
and make counter-cul“They’re growing up in
SHARMAN
tural choices.
a time when there is lit“Purity, modesty, hutle regard for discretion, decency and Christian mility and discretion are not for
weak, shy or timid girls,” she
morality.”
It can be difficult for parents said. “A young woman who
to foster strong Christian morals chooses to live these virtues is a
when the media glamorizes radical teenager.”
Organizers hope parents will
often-raunchy behavior of reality TV stars, musicians and en- bring their young girls to the
fashion show to witness “true
tertainers.
“Kids look up to these ‘stars’ role models” as presented in the

Where: Grand Hyatt Hotel, 1750
Welton St., Denver
Tickets: $35 early bird rate
($40 after April 20)
Contact: www.purefashion.com,
720-482-3572 or
dpfkate@live.com

Pure Fashion models.
“We want them to get a
glimpse of how much fun it is to
be in the Pure Fashion program,” she said. “We want them
to realize their inherent dignity
and live a life that reflects that
dignity, in how they dress, behave and treat others.”
The event begins at 2 p.m.
May 2 at the Grand Hyatt Hotel.
Tickets are $35 ($40 if purchased
after April 20). To reserve seats,
visit www.purefashion.com, call
720-482-3572
or
e-mail
dpfkate@live.com.

U.S. bishops’ Web
site provides tools
for married couples
Putting a modern image on traditional values, in 2007 the U.S.
Catholic bishops launched a Web
site designed to promote healthy
marriages. The Web site, www.for
yourmarriage.org, was recently redesigned and is an up-to-date resource for engaged and married
couples. The site has added serial
blogs and media reviews toward
furthering the spirit and mission of
ForYourMarriage.org. They include
a Book of the Month review,
“Marriage in the News” by former
Catholic News Service reporter
David Gibson, and “Sarah’s Blog:
My Catholic Marriage.” These features strive to promote “healthy
and holy marriages.”

C AT H O L I C S C H O O L S l 7

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l APRIL 14, 2010

Catholic schools jump into spring fundraising
BY JOHN GLEASON

Well, it couldn’t very well be
spring unless industrious students at the Catholic schools in
the Archdiocese of Denver were
busy preparing for a variety of
fundraisers.
Historically,
Catholic schools have always
found new and innovative ways
to help support themselves and
generate interest in their schools.
Below is a list of some of the
events they hope you’ll want to
come and support in the coming
weeks.

Bishop Machebeuf High School
Grab your jeans, boots and
cowboy hat for a rip-roaring good
time at the annual Wild West
Buffalo Ball to benefit Bishop
Machebeuf High School. The
Western-themed evening will
consist of dinner and dancing as
well as silent and live auctions.
Special guest this year will be
Bishop Walker Nickless of the
Diocese of Sioux City and member of Machebeuf Class of 1965.
The Buffalo Ball will be held April
17 at the National Western
Complex, 4655 Humboldt St.,
Denver. Tickets are $65. For more
information, call 303-344-0082
Ext. 22.

Holy Family High School
The Tiger Gala, the annual
fundraiser to benefit Holy Family
High School, will be held beginning at 5 p.m. April 17 at the

Omni Interlocken Resort in
Broomfield. Dinner, dancing, live
and silent auctions are all part of
this event to support tuition assistance. Tickets are $90 per person or a table of 10 for $700. For
more information, call 303-4101411.

St. Mary’s Academy
Celebrate the spirit at
“Moonlight Over Venice”, a benefit for St. Mary’s Academy.
Cocktail hour, silent and live auctions and dinner are all part of
the evening’s festivities. Items up
for bid include a getaway weekend to Punta Mita, Mexico; dinner at Elway’s Restaurant and
tickets for professional sporting
events. Moonlight Over Venice
will be held 6 p.m. April 23 at
Palazzo Verdi, 6363 S. Fiddler’s
Green Circle, Greenwood Village.
For more information, call 303762-8300 Ext. 227.

St. Joseph, Fort Collins
Lace up your running shoes
and come on out to the annual St.
Joseph 5K Cougar Challenge
April 30 at Fossil Creek Park in
Fort Collins. The event, which
benefits the school, is open to the
entire community and participants may choose to run or walk
the distance. There is a crawl for
all preschoolers to take part in
and lots of give-a-ways and other
great prizes. Entry fee is $25. Call
970-337-8303 for time and directions.

Annunciation
An annual rite of spring, the
Annunciation Spring Festival, will
be held next month at the parish,
3536 Lafayette St. in Denver.
Come partake of the games and
music, try your hand at Bingo and
sample delicious food. They’ll also
have a raffle and rummage sale.
This event is set from noon – 7 p.m.
May 1. Call 303-295-2515 for more
information.

St. Catherine of Siena
It will be a beautiful night as St.
Catherine of Siena School holds its
annual Bella Notte, 6 p.m. May 1 at
Regis University, 3333 Regis Blvd.,
Denver. The event, this year hosted by Channel 4 news anchor Jim
Beneman, will include dinner, live
and silent auctions with all proceeds to benefit the school.
Tickets are $55 per person or $100
per couple. Call 303-455-4514 for
more information.

Presentation of Our Lady
Come enjoy a weekend of relaxation, games, food and prizes
at Presentation of Our Lady
School, 660 Julian St. in Denver
next month. The fun kicks off
with a carnival and chili cook-off

on Friday. The carnival continues
on Saturday, accompanied by a
barbecue lunch, and that evening
is the Taste of Presentation
spaghetti dinner and wine tasting. Tickets for this part of the
event are $25 a person, $40 per
couple and will include admis-

sion to auction and dance. There
will also be a raffle with a $10,000
first prize. On Sunday the public
is invited to the Burrito Breakfast
following all Masses. Support the
school at this great event May 2123. Call 303-534-4882 Ext. 11 for
information.
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Elder citizens learn to be tech savvy
BY SHEILA ARCHAMBAULT

WASHINGTON (CNS)—Many
senior citizens are learning
something their grandchildren
already knew: computers and
video games are fun and useful.
Retirement
communities
across the country are offering
senior citizens computer classes,
training for video games on the
Nintendo Wii console and workshops on texting and using social
network sites such as Facebook.
Sue Dane, the director of resi-

dent services at Milwaukee
Catholic Home, a residential senior home, said students from
local schools have helped residents learn basic computer skills
and also video game techniques
to play Wii golf, bowling, baseball
and tennis.
Casa Santa Marta II, a retirement home in Sarasota, Fla., similarly has a large group of seniors
interested in learning new technological skills, according to
Debra Greising, manager of the
retirement residence.

Greising said the residents are
designing a computer class in
collaboration with the Sarasota
Military Academy to teach seniors basic computer skills.
The center recently purchased
a Nintendo Wii and some residents get together regularly to
play video bowling and other
games.
In Harrisonburg, Va., Wii bowling has taken a life of its own at
the
Virginia
Mennonite
Retirement community. Officials
at the retirement community
said the video game allows seniors to enjoy sports that they can
no longer physically play.
Anna Manikus, the community’s supportive-wellness coordinator, said Wii golf allowed a
wheelchair-bound man who had
played golf his entire life to once
again enjoy the game.
And Alice Borden, an 83-yearold member of the retirement
community who had to stop
bowling because of a back injury,
said the virtual bowling was
“comparative to real bowling
without the heaviness of the
ball.”
She also said it allowed her to
get some exercise and enjoy
friendly competition with other
members of the retirement community.
Wii bowling was introduced to
the retirement community in
2007 and immediately had a
great intergenerational aspect.
Students from a local high school
service group visited members of

Pray
the
Rosary

PHOTO BY CNS

the retirement community to
train and educate the seniors in
how to use the video technology.
A great aspect of Wii bowling is
that it gives seniors a social outlet
and allows them to reconnect
with sports they used to play at a
younger age, Manikus said. She
also noted that the community
has competed in Wii bowling
tournaments against another
local retirement community and
will likely continue to do this.
But the new technology isn’t
just fun and games, though, as
more seniors are learning. The
Internet and basic digital technologies such as cameras and cell
phones provide the means to stay
in touch with family and friends
and are tools for daily life.
To help some seniors get over
their hesitancy to use these new
technologies, some groups are
providing training and involving
young people—those most adept
at the new electronics—in the
process.
A nonprofit group called Older
Adults Technology Services based
in Brooklyn, N.Y., provides such

training through one of its programs,
“Hyperlinking
the
Generations,” which is offered at
Catholic Charities-run Glenwood
Senior Center in Brooklyn.
The Foundation for Senior
Living, a nonprofit group in
Phoenix that works with local
Catholic Charities agencies,
began offering Facebook workshops in the summer of 2009.
Susan Kilby, the organization’s
director of community education, said the workshops show
participants how to set up their
own Facebook pages, establish
privacy settings, offer status updates, post comments and search
for friends and relatives.
Many of the attendees at the
first training session were grandparents who wanted to stay connected with their grandchildren.
Kilby said the seniors have a lot
of interest in current technology,
often as the result of family pressure.
As she put it: “The children and
grandchildren are encouraging
seniors to use e-mail and social
networks to help stay connected.”
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Seniors crack the books

PHOTO BY CNS

BY CAROL ZIMMERMANN

WASHINGTON (CNS)—You’re
never too old to learn could be
the motto of some students at
the University of St. Thomas in
St. Paul, Minn.
That’s because for more than
three decades the university’s
Center for Senior Citizens’
Education has opened its regular undergraduate academic
courses as well as special seminars to local seniors.
Jan Viktora, director of the
center, said these students—
ages 55 and older—are taking
everything from ballroom dancing to metaphysics classes and
many subjects in between. The
most popular classes are history
and
languages,
especially
Spanish.
Most of the senior students—
about 1,200 each semester—
take these classes for a minimal
fee and audit them, meaning
they do not receive grades or
take tests and write papers. As
Viktora said, these students are
simply “avid learners.”
One student has taken more
than 40 classes during the last
20 years and said he’s done more
as an alumni than an undergraduate. Another said he wanted to take the tests—in
physics—because he wanted to
compete with his high-school
age grandchildren and discuss
the subject with them.
Viktora said the participants
primarily want to learn more
and have the free time to do so.
“It gives them a chance to expand and complete their lifelong learning,” she added.

She also said the experience
of older students on campus
benefits the whole college community. She said the older and
younger students do plenty together because the seniors, although they are invited to eat in
the faculty dining area—prefer
to eat with the undergraduates.
The older students, for their
part, “model lifelong learning”
for the younger students, who
may end up returning to the
campus as auditing students
when they’re of age.
At some Catholic colleges, the
emphasis for senior involvement is not just academics, but
spiritual or cultural elements.
The Baltimore campus of
Loyola College in Maryland offers on-campus lectures, spiritual evenings of reflection and
theatrical performances. Daily
and weekend Masses also draw
a number of local residents who
are beyond the traditional college age.
At St. Michael’s College in
Colchester, Vt., members of the
local community join the campus community for daily and
weekend Masses and in Advent
reflections and Lenten missions.
They also have the chance to
join students at the collegesponsored senior ball.
And across the country, seniors might not be going to colleges for classes or social events
but they’re still in class—taking
continuing education programs
through their churches and civic
groups or attending lectures on
current events, history, international politics, music and literature.

Many seniors can also take
online courses or telecourses—
viewed on television.
According to “The State of
Aging and Health in America
2007” report released by the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and the Merck
Company Foundation, the
number of older Americans is
expected to reach 71 million, or
roughly 20 percent of the U.S.
population, by 2030.

While some in this growing
population may believe their
prime years are behind them,
others feel they’re just getting
started and for that reason
alone, they might be learning a
new subject.
Others might simply be hoping to ward off dementia by
keeping their brains active.
For years, reports have indicated that staying active mentally and physically exerts a pos-

itive influence on how individuals age. A study by the travel
group
Elderhostel,
which
changed its name in 2009 to
Exploritas, showed strong correlations between lifelong learning and its positive effect on
healthy aging.
The lesson here—learn more
and stay young at the same
time—just might fit in the category of a no-brainer for students
of any age.
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Prom-goers break annual attendance record; come out in ‘glitz and glamour’
BY ANNA MARIA BASQUEZ

J.K. Mullen High School linebacker Beau Martin danced in a
way he never danced before
March 27 as “The Electric Slide”
played in his high school gym and
he wheel-chaired his dance partner along the floor to the music.
He danced with Gloria DeLeon,

73, at the 17th annual Senior
Citizens Prom, which this year
reached record attendance of 420.
“We had danced the song before, so we just stayed out there for
the electric slide,” said Martin, 18,
who will play football next year at
Colorado State University in
Pueblo. “I tried to mimic the sideto-side movements and tried to

PHOTO PROVIDED

SPORTING crowns are this year’s Senior Citizens Prom queen
and king, married couple Rose and Andrew Valletri.
watch her hand movements and
just go with it.
“It’s my fourth year volunteering
for this and I just love it,” Martin
said. “I look forward to it like I look
forward to my own prom. I will
miss it. Everybody’s got a story and
you get to hear those stories here.”
Students with Mullen High
School rolled out the red carpet for
senior citizens from throughout
the Denver metropolitan area,
photographing them, adorning
them with carnation corsages on
their way in, and escorting each
couple and each single senior citi-

zen to their tables for an evening of
dance, entertainment, cake and
beverages.
“My sister is just having a ball,”
said Fadey Seitenbach, 75,
DeLeon’s sister who encouraged
her to go to the senior citizen
prom. “People ask her, ‘What did
you do today?’ She says ‘Party,
party, party.’ Now, she’s going to
say “Party, party, party, and dance,
dance, dance.”
The king and queen of the night
were Andrew and Rose Valletri,
ages 95 and 97, respectively.
Luchie Jones, the couple’s neighbor, encouraged them to attend.
“(Rose) still cooks,” she said.
“She goes onto the computer and
orders her plane tickets and her
theater tickets online, and then
she gets me to take her,” Jones
said. She said Andrew Valletri only
recently stopped driving this year
at age 95.
Rose Valletri, originally of Italy,
who moved to the United States
as a child, attended high school
in the U.S. However, her aunt she
was living with at the time would-

n’t allow her to attend the prom in
1935.
“Gone are the days when the
parents were strict,” she said. “This
is a nice event. It must have involved a lot of preparation and a
lot of work to put it together.”
The Velletris will celebrate 68
years of marriage this summer.
The student volunteers came
out in droves to be part of the special prom, organizers said. There
was a waiting list of volunteers and
the teens earn community service
hours with their school for the
event. Most of the 100 volunteers
took an hour of dance lessons to
dance with the seniors, getting up
to speed on the waltz and the
polka, among others.
“It’s nice that the high school
students get to show the older generation they know how to dance
appropriately,”
said
Taylor
Traughber, 18, who is also graduating soon and choosing between
two out of state colleges. “It’s
amazing to see how willing (the
senior citizens) are to just enjoy
what the community has to offer.”
Several walked the red carpet
into the prom adorned in fur
coats, jewelry and three-piece
suits. Some drove Rolls Royce and
Lincoln Continental cars. Others
took one of the buses available for
the disabled.
“They’re big into the sparkle, the
glitz and glamour look,” said Kate
Gavin, 17, a volunteer.
Frances Verhulst, 88, of Denver,
was in a wheelchair, but didn’t
miss out on wearing a long, navy,
beaded gown and shimmer lavender eye shadow. She said she had
attended last year.
Verhulst’s blue eyes took on a
mischievous twinkle when she
said: “This is my ‘current’ husband
… of 67 years,” as Joe Verhulst escorted her wheelchair from the red
carpet area into the dance.
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Deacon Kulinski conveyed God’s love
Deacon Jerome Kulinski died
on April 7 following an extensive
bout with Alzheimer’s disease. He
was 86.
Jerome “Jerry” Kulinski was
born in Detroit, Mich., on Sept.
28, 1923, to the parents of Polish
immigrants from Warsaw. He
married Felima Sandoval on July
27, 1947, at Our Lady Queen of
the Apostles Church in Detroit,
and then entered the newly created U.S. Air Force.
When his mother-in-law died
prematurely, he helped raise his
wife’s three brothers and sister.
The couple also raised three of
their own children. After settling
down in Denver, he worked for
DOW Chemical as a tool and die
machinist.
Originally a parishioner at St.
Dominic Parish, he was ordained

a deacon in 1975 by Archbishop
James Casey. He was immediately assigned to Our Lady of
Guadalupe Parish in Denver
where he remained until his retirement in 1993. Once there, he
learned Spanish and was devoted
to “working as a messenger of the
love of God.”
“Deacon Jerry loved being a
deacon and reflected his vocation
in the encounters he had with
others,” said Deacon Joe
Donohoe, archdiocesan director
of deacon personnel.
Deacon Kulinksi is survived by
his wife, two of his children, six
grandchildren and six greatgrandchildren.
A funeral Mass was held April
13 at Guardian Angels Parish.
Internment services followed at
Fort Logan Cemetery.

Deacon Lee ‘had a servant’s heart’
Deacon William Lee died April
7. He was 73. He was in and out of
the hospital the past few years with
various illnesses involving the
lungs and the heart.
William “Bill” Lee was born June
30, 1936, in Rutland, Vt. He entered
the U.S. Air Force in 1954 and
served until 1957. On May 31,

Sobieszczyk

1958, he married Barbara Guertin
at St. Peter’s Church in Mount
Clemens, Mich.
After the Air Force he worked for
the
Federal
Aviation
Administration as an air traffic
controller. Arriving in Colorado in
the late 70s, he began to discern a

See Lee, Page 16

Kerrigan, he often put that skill to
good use.
“He loved to make pies,” he said,
From Page 3
“and it seemed that no matter
being a gentle priest, Father where he went, whatever appointSobieszczyk knew how to get the ment he had, he had a homemade
most out of students.
pie in tow. He was a good
“He’d go into the classman; I enjoyed our
room and conduct a
friendship and ask for
spelling contest to see if
God’s blessing upon
there was any student
him.”
who could spell his last
Father Sobieszczyk is
name,” Father Kerrigan
survived by seven sisters
said with a chuckle. “He’d
and many nieces and
offer a dollar as a prize to
nephews. A funeral Mass
the student who could FATHER DAVID was held for him at the
SOBIESZCZYK Cathedral Basilica of the
accomplish it.”
Another
talent
Father Immaculate Conception on April
Sobieszczyk possessed was that of 8. Interment took place at Mount
baker.
According to Father Olivet Cemetery in Wheat Ridge.
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Summary of
clerical sex abuse
procedures online

Mourners light candles in Warsaw
MOURNERS in
Warsaw, Poland,
surround a memorial of lit candles and a cross
April 11 following
the plane crash
that killed
Polish President
Lech Kaczynski,
his wife and
other government officials.
Catholic clergy,
including military Archbishop
Tadeusz Ploski,
were among the
96 people who
perished in the
crash April 10
near the airport
in Smolensk,
Russia. The
travelers were
on their way to
a service commemorating the
Katyn massacre.

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—The
Vatican has placed online a summary of its procedures for handling
sex abuse allegations against
priests, in order to illustrate the
Church’s commitment to protecting children and punishing offenders. The online “introductory
guide” lists the investigative steps,
trial options and possible penalties
for clerical sex abuse of minors, including dismissal from the priesthood. It underlines the local bishop’s responsibility to follow civil law
in reporting such crimes to the appropriate authorities. “This is to
help the public understand how we
facilitate, how we proceed. This is
transparency, transparency of the
Vatican. We have nothing to hide,”
Passionist Father Ciro Benedettini,
a Vatican spokesman, said April 10.
The move came after a spate of articles portrayed Vatican officials, including Pope Benedict XVI when

See Procedures, Page 16
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Vatican rebuts allegations of
stalling on California sex abuse case
BY JOHN THAVIS

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Vatican
officials have rebutted allegations
that the future Pope Benedict XVI
stalled on a priestly sex abuse case
in 1985, and said critics have misunderstood the fundamental
Church procedures in use at the
time.
The Associated Press reported
that
then-Cardinal
Joseph
Ratzinger resisted pleas to defrock
Father Stephen Kiesle, a California
priest with a record of sexually molesting children. It cited a letter
from Cardinal Ratzinger, who was
head of the Vatican’s doctrinal congregation, advising further study of
the case for “the good of the universal Church.”
Vatican officials pointed out that
Cardinal Ratzinger was responding
to the priest’s own request for dispensation from the vow of celibacy, and at the time had no authority to impose dismissal from the
priesthood as a penalty for sex
abuse.
Jeffrey Lena, a California lawyer
for the Vatican, said the AP article
reflected a “rush to judgment” and
presumed—incorrectly—that
Cardinal Ratzinger’s office had
control over clerical sex abuse
cases.
“During the entire course of the
proceeding the priest remained
under the control, authority and
care of the local bishop who was
responsible to make sure he did no
harm, as the canon law provides,”
Lena said. “The abuse case wasn’t
transferred to the Vatican at all.”
Other Vatican experts in Church
law, who asked not to be identified

because they were not authorized
to speak on the record, made several other points about the Kiesle
case:
• Cardinal Ratzinger’s 1985 letter
came in response to a request for
dispensation from priestly obligations, not a request for sanctions
against an abuser. The distinction
is important, they said. At the time,
Pope John Paul II had introduced a
policy of greatly reducing the number of such dispensations, out of
concern that the commitment to
the priesthood was no longer seen
as permanent.
• Cardinal Ratzinger’s letter acknowledged the “grave” reasons involved in this particular case,
urged the local bishop to follow the
priest closely and advised further
careful consideration of the situation. Kiesle was in fact laicized two
years later, on the eve of his 40th
birthday; there was a policy at the
time of not granting dispensations
to priests under the age of 40.
• Cardinal Ratzinger’s letter had
no bearing on protecting children
from Kiesle, or protecting the
Church’s reputation. The priest
had already been convicted of sexual abuse in a well-publicized civil
trial in 1978 and had—in theory, at
least—been removed from all ministry by the Diocese of Oakland.
Again, at that time removal from
ministry was the responsibility of
local Church officials, not the
Vatican.
• Authority over allegations of
sexual abuse of minors by priests
was transferred to the doctrinal
congregation only in 2001. In 2003,
special faculties were granted to

See Vatican, Page 16
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Hispanic leaders to be honored
at Las Madrinas Tribute May 16
BY JULIE FILBY

The sixth annual Las Madrinas Tribute is
set for 11 a.m. May 16 to honor leaders in the
Hispanic community who have made an
impact on Bienestar Family Service programs.
Bienestar is the branch of the archdiocese’s Hispanic ministry, Centro San Juan
Diego, that provides social services to lowincome, immigrant individuals and families.
Last year, they served more than 7,300 individuals in the areas of adult education, personal and professional development, and
legal services.
In addition to the awards ceremony, the
event will include brunch, el mercadito (the
little market), entertainment by world
renowned composer and classical guitarist
Manuel Molina, and silent and live auctions.
Ten individuals will be honored for their
“spirit of La Madrina” (Godmother).

helped develop the Plaza Comunitaria
Initiative.
Christine Johnson, Ph.D.: Johnson is special assistant to the provost at University of
Colorado, Denver. At
Community College of
Denver, she was the
first Hispanic woman
college president in the
history of Colorado
higher education. She
was vice president for
educational services at
the Community Colleges of Colorado, director of urban initiatives with the Education
Commission of the States, and a teacher and
principal. She chaired the Colorado
Commission of Higher Education and was
appointed by U.S. Secretary of Education to
the help develop the “nation’s report card.”
Johnson is on the board for Catholic
Charities and volunteers with Hispanic
youth ministry and Catholic schools.

Madrina (Godmother) Awards
Female role models who demonstrate
untiring dedication
Mary Ann Solano Shing: Shing is president and CEO of Brothers Redevelopment,
known for providing
housing for low-income, elderly and disabled homeowners.
She is a member of the
Annunciation
High
School Hall of Fame, an
alumna of Denver
Community Leadership Forum and Hispanic Institute’s
Leadership Program, a Hispanic Annual
Salute honoree and the 2009 Girl Scout
Woman of Distinction. She served on the
initial planning committee to develop
Centro San Juan Diego and serves on the advisory board.
Deborah Vela: Vela is founder of Vela
Insurance Agency. She has received the
National
Emerging
Markets Agency Award,
sits on the Diversity
Producer Council for
Travelers Insurance,
the
Multicultural
Producer Council for
Met Life Insurance,
and
Colorado
Association for Hispanic Realtors board. She
has served on boards for LARASA, Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce and LAEF. She was
selected to participate in the Latino Council
for Latino Entrepreneurs. At Centro, Vela is
involved with LaTEENa Conferences,
Bienestar Family Services, Vino y Chocolate
toy drive and Archbishop Gomez Awards.
Marcela de la Mar: De la Mar serves currently serves as Director of Education and
Cultural Affairs for the
Consulate General of
Mexico in Denver. She
served as director of
the Mexican Cultural
Center, on boards for
American Red Cross
and
Museum
of
Contemporary Art, and
is a member of the Latino Outreach
Committee for the Denver Art Museum. She
is an alumnus of Circle of Latina Leadership,
and was appointed to Mexico’s International
Board of Mexican Culture, Seminario de
Cultura Mexicana. De la Mar served on
Centro’s initial planning committee and

Rebozo (Shawl) Award
One who offers personal and financial resources to embrace efforts of Bienestar Family
Service programs
Luella Chavez d’Angelo: D’Angelo is president of the Western Union Foundation that
partners with nonprofits to facilitate economic opportunities. She served as director
of marketing for the Denver Museum of
Nature and Science and the New Mexico
Museum of Natural History and Science,
and was a vice president for University of
New Mexico Health Sciences Center. She
served on many boards including Denver
Metro Chamber Leadership Foundation,
Get Smart Schools, Hispanics in
Philanthropy, Denver Foundation and
American Heart Association. D’Angelo and
the foundation have contributed specifically
to Centro’s literacy efforts.

Corazón (Heart) Award
One who volunteers with love and dedication
William F. Amann: Amann serves as head
English as a second language teacher and
mentor, and was instrumental in developing
the ESL curriculum. Before retirement, he
worked as system programmer and at the
U.S. Post Office. He also was a volunteer
tutor and teacher at The Learning Source for
Adults and Families.

Estrella (Star) Awards
Volunteers who shine brightly for their
community efforts
Timothy MacDonald, Susan Cole, Angela
Reyes and Ilene Lin Bloom:Volunteers serving at Legal Night Clinics help find solutions
to legal problems that impact children and
the underprivileged in areas of immigration,
credit, housing, landlords, employment and
family law. The task force is chaired by
MacDonald, an attorney at Arnold & Porter
LLP and organized by Cole, senior legal assistant. Reyes has served as an interpreter
and organizer since the program’s inception.
Bloom has also been involved since inception. In 2009, 221 Legal Night volunteers
served 1,347 individuals.
The Las Madrinas Tribute will be held at
Centro San Juan Diego at 2830 Lawrence St.
Tickets are $50. For tickets or more information, contact Jennie Marquez at 303295-9470 Ext. 100 or jennie.marquez@archden.org.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Vigil Praise: at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Adoration,
prayerful praise, worship music
and confession.
April 24: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Join Bishop James Conley: as he
leads the grand procession of
the national Pilgrim Virgin Statue
of Our Lady of Fatima at St.
Elizabeth of Hungary Church,
1060 St. Francis Way, Denver.
Call 303-275-9427 for more information.
May 2: Mass 3 p.m.
Procession 4 p.m.
Public Is Invited: to Eucharistic
Holy Hour in honor of the Year
for Priests at Holy Trinity, 7595
Federal Blvd., Denver.
May 17: 7 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Free Spaghetti Dinner: and presentation on the apparitions at
Lourdes to be held at Our Lady of
Lourdes gym, 2200 S. Logan St.,
Denver. Call 303-733-7190 for
reservations.
April 17: 6 p.m.
Spring And Summer Bake Sale:
sponsored by Little Sisters Of
The Poor, 3629 W. 29th Ave.,
Denver. Proceeds to benefit
earthquake victims in Chile.
Baked goods, furniture, clothes
and lots more for sale.
April 23: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
April 24: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Serra Club: of Northern Colorado
to hold annual Clergy Appreciation
Dinner at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Parish, 5450 S. Lemay Ave., Fort
Collins. Former Congressman Bob
Schaffer to be guest speaker.
Tickets are $30 a person, call 970225-1285 for registration information.
April 27: 6 p.m.
The Shrine of St. Anne: will hold
its annual melodrama, “No Clue,
The Tale of the Pop Culture
Wars,” at the school, 7320 Grant
Place, Arvada. Admission: $7
adults, $5 kids and seniors, $22
family rate. Proceeds raise
money for Arvada Food Bank.
April 30: 7:30 p.m.
May 1: 7:30 p.m.

Seminarians: of St. John
Vianney Seminary will present
Arthur Miller’s “Incident at
Vichy” at JPII Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Admission is
free.
April 30: 7:30 p.m.
May 1: 7:30 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
EnCourage: support group for
parents of children with homosexual tendencies. Call for information, 720-434-2638.
Day of Reflection: led by Father
Christopher Kulig, at Holy
Family Parish Hall, 4358 Utica
St., Denver. Cost of the day is
$17, which includes lunch. Call
303-456-2726 for details.
April 17: 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
A Day Retreat: with the
Religious Sisters of Mercy of
Alma for women who are discerning their vocation. Mass,
confession, adoration and conferences are part of this event
at the JPII Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Call 303765-4592.
April 17: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Discernment Dinner: and
evening of prayer for women,
sponsored by Little Sisters of
the Poor, 3629 W. 29th Ave.,
Denver. Free evening includes
dinner presentation, Adoration
and night prayer. Call 303-5947420 by April 21 to register.
April 23: 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Come Discover: what your spiritual treasures look like at a
contemplative art retreat at the
Abbey of St. Walburga, 1029
Benedictine Way, Virginia Dale.
Call 970-472-0612 for registration information.
April 23 - 25
The Bible In A Day: study the
story of scripture with Tim Gray
at Spirit of Christ Church, 7400
W. 80th Ave., Arvada. Call 303715-3260 for more information.
May 1: 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Womens Retreat: at St. Anthony
of Padua Church, 3801 W. Ohio
Ave., Denver. Cost of the day is
$10, which includes breakfast
and lunch. Call 303-936-2215
for more information.
May 8: 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
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Lee

Crucifixes raise money for homeless

From Page 11

BY JULIE FILBY

vocation to the diaconate. On May
25, 1991, he was ordained by thenArchbishop J. Francis Stafford and
immediately began ministering at
St. John the Baptist Parish in
Longmont where he remained in
active ministry until his retirement
in 2002.
Deacon Lee was instrumental in
organizing the Front Range
Chaplains for police and emergency workers and was once a firefighter himself. He was supportive
of the elderly and sick and established an Alcoholism Consultation
Ministry in his parish as part of his
diaconal ministry. He was also a
fourth-degree
Knight
of
Columbus.
“The servant’s heart was apparent in the work of Deacon Bill,” said
Deacon Joe Donohoe, archdiocesan director of deacon personnel.
“The legacy he built for the Church
will be remembered at St. John the
Baptist, and in Longmont, for years
to come.”
Deacon Lee is survived by his
wife, five children, 10 grandchildren and one great-grandchild.
A viewing and vigil was held April
13 at St. John the Baptist Church. A
funeral Mass was held there the following day.

Local volunteers have united to
make and sell crucifixes to raise
money for Colorado’s
hungry and homeless.
While visiting family
in Missouri, Jay Gould
was inspired when his
step-grandson showed
him a crucifix he made
at school out of wooden clothespins.
“It was simple, but
beautiful,” said Gould,
a co-founder of Father
Woody’s Haven of
Hope day shelter and
parishioner at St. Rose of Lima.
Gould began making the modest crucifixes and sending them to
friends in both North and Central
America. He’s made hundreds.
“My hope is that (the people I
send them to) will make these
beautiful crucifixes—and pass
them on,” he said. “And encourage
others to do the same.”
Gould presented the idea to
Knights of Columbus member Jim
Hiltenbrand who presented the
clothespin crucifix idea to the Faith
Sharing Group of Knights’ Council
4844 Southwest Denver Chapter,
which embraced the project. He
also presented it at a meeting of
youth group directors.

The united efforts of youth
groups from six parishes in the
Denver Archdiocese—St. Jude,
Notre Dame, All Saints, Queen of
Peace, St. Thomas
More and St. Vincent de
Paul—along with volunteers from Haven of
Hope, Knights of
Columbus,
Scout
groups, priests and
seminarians combined
to make an estimated
1,200 crucifixes.
At the Living the
Catholic
Faith
Conference in Denver
last February, crucifix
sales raised nearly $800 for the
Haven of Hope.
According to Hiltenbrand, the
clothespin crucifix project will be
presented at the Knights’ State
Convention in Colorado Springs
this weekend. The councils in turn
will take the idea back to their
parishes to share with other
groups. Proceeds will be donated
to Catholic Charities.
“We don’t know how much good
it will do,” Hiltenbrand said. “Only
God knows how much good it will
do.”
Based on their beauty, simplicity
and low cost, the clothespin crucifixes can be an ideal project or
fundraiser for schools and service
organizations. The cost of materials for one crucifix is just 82 cents.
Assembly instructions are easy-tounderstand. The crucifixes may be
given away, or sold for a set fee or a
freewill donation.
For more information on the
project, e-mail Hiltenbrand at ji
mandmur@yahoo.com.

Procedures
From Page 12
he was the Vatican’s top doctrinal
official, as slow to act on allegations
of sex abuse by priests. Church officials have said many of the published reports exhibited a lack of
knowledge about the current procedures and how they work. The
Guide to Understanding Basic CDF
Procedures Concerning Sexual
Abuse Allegations is available in
English at: www.vatican.va/re
sources/resources_guide-CDFprocedures_en.html.

Vatican
From Page 12
the congregation to make it easier
to dismiss offenders from the
priesthood. Cardinal Ratzinger is
said by many to have pushed for
these changes in order to confront
what was recognized as a major
problem in the Church.
Vatican sources said the Kiesle
case illustrates how the Vatican has
changed its approach over the
years, particularly regarding the
penalty of dismissal from the
priesthood. Laicization is now seen
as a proportionate punishment for
“all the egregious cases” of sex
abuse by minors, one official said.

