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Faithful, clerics fill cathedral for chrism Mass
BY JOHN GLEASON
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It’s a Holy Week tradition that
points to the new life and joy of
Easter.
An overflow crowd joined
more than 150 priests at the annual chrism Mass at the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception March
30. The joyous liturgy included
the blessing of sacred oils and
renewal of priestly promises.
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., was the main celebrant
of
the
Mass.
Concelebrants included Denver
Auxiliary Bishop James D.
Conley and Bishop Joseph F.
Martino, retired bishop of the
Diocese of Scranton and now
professor at St. John Vianney
and Redemptoris Mater seminaries in Denver.
Seated among the congregation were students from several
Catholic grade schools who are
to be confirmed this year. At the
offertory, the gifts were brought
up by student representatives of
All Souls, St. Catherine of Siena,
Shrine of St. Anne and St. Pius X
schools.
During the Mass, the archbishop blessed holy chrism, oil
of catechumens and oil of the
sick. Chrism is used for baptism, confirmation and in the
ordination of priests and bishops. The oil of catechumens is
used in baptism and the oil of
the sick is used in the anointing
of the sick.
So many people were in attendance that the archbishop invited many of the schoolchildren
to sit on the sanctuary steps so
as to make more room in the
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ARCHBISHOP Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., raises an urn with sacred chrism during the chrism Mass
held the morning of March 30 in the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception.
pews for those who were unable
to find a seat.
“The crowd gets bigger every
year,” the archbishop said. He
drew laughter when he added,
“Soon we may need a bigger
cathedral.”
Preceding the blessing of the
holy oils, the priests in attendance stood to renew their commitment to priestly service.
That it is the Year for Priests
made this year’s renewal of
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promises particularly stirring.
“My brothers,” the archbishop
said, “today we celebrate the
memory of the first Eucharist,
which our Lord Jesus Christ
shared with his apostles and
with us his call to the priestly
service of his Church. Now, in
the presence of your archbishop
and God’s holy people, are you
ready to renew your own dedication to Christ as priests of his
new covenant?”

“I am,” the priests responded
as one.
Archbishop Chaput then
asked the priests if they were resolved to try to become more
like Christ by sacrificing their
own pleasure and ambition, to
celebrate the sacraments with
devotion and to teach the
Christian faith for the wellbeing of the people they serve.

See Chrism Mass, Page 3

THE SAINTS: ST. JOHN BAPTIST DE LA SALLE
1651 - 1719 / Feast - April 7
Born into a wealthy but pious French family,
John was well educated and ordained in 1678.
He expected to lead an ordinary clerical life.
But in 1679 his path changed when he was
asked to help open a free school for poor children in Reims. He gave away his family fortune,
resigned his cathedral position and dedicated
himself to education. He is founder of the Institute of the Brothers
of the Christian Schools. De La Salle brothers teach hundreds of
© 2002 CNS
thousands of students in 85 countries.
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Cardinal Arinze to speak at ENDOW gala
Julia Greeley
Award to be given
to laywoman
Sharon Post
BY ROXANNE KING

CNS PHOTO COURTESY CATHOLIC COMMUNICATION CAMPAIGN

A RAPHAEL frescoe featuring the risen Christ from the
Vatican's “Sala della Segnatura.”

The profoundly
joyful news of Easter
BY ARCHBISHOP CHARLES J. CHAPUT, O.F.M. CAP.

Every Easter we come again to the moments that define us as
a believing people. The Last Supper, the Crucifixion, the
Resurrection—these sacramental celebrations, far more than
Christmas or any other feast of the Christian calendar, set us
apart from every other religious tradition in the world.
In every reading from Scripture during Holy Week, we encountered the One who lived, suffered, died and rose again to
new life so that we too might have life. Those extraordinary
days of the Triduum, which we just celebrated, are like no others. They’re “holy” in the
deepest sense of the word,
We can only be the
they are other than our daily
persons that God
reality. They are true, historical events that are also above intended, we can only be
and outside of history, and
fully human, by following
they are alive again in a new
Jesus Christ. That means
way at every Easter down
through the centuries.
being nailed with Him to
The real person who is Jesus the cross and dying to
Christ is not a plastic figure
our selves. But it also
who can be molded and
changed to suit the attitudes
means Christ’s empty
of the world. The Gospel is
tomb
and Easter. That’s
more than a collection of
the good news...
warm sentiments about a
man who lived a long time
ago and became a positive
role model for us all. The message of Easter is far more beautiful than that—and also much more demanding.
The good news of Jesus Christ is bad news for the enemies of
the God who is the source of all truth and mercy, justice and
human dignity. That’s why Golgotha happened. That’s why no
Christian message of hope would exist without the bloody nails
of the cross. There was no “virtual reality” in the crucifixion.
The blood and the dying were brutally real. And that’s also why
the Resurrection is no illusion.
“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us,” and died for
us, and rose again for us, so that we—our flesh and spirit—
would be redeemed; so that every one of us, no matter how sinful or confused, or broken or handicapped, would be restored
to the beauty God intended for each of us.
We can only be the persons that God intended, we can only
be fully human, by following Jesus Christ. That means being
nailed with Him to the cross and dying to our selves. But it also
means Christ’s empty tomb and Easter. That’s the good news,
the profoundly joyful news, for every person in every generation. That’s why we proclaim Jesus Christ. That’s why we preach
Him passionately, without compromise, and with hearts on fire
with hope.
That’s the meaning of witness.
That’s why we must live as missionaries. And it is missionaries Jesus calls each one of us to be.
May God grant all of us the gift of new life in His Son during
this wonderful Easter season, and throughout the coming year!

The
2010
Evening
of
Enchantment gala set for the
evening of May 1 will celebrate
the theme “Sisters: Blessings in
Our Lives” and will feature a
keynote address by Cardinal
Francis Arinze.
The gala benefits ENDOW
(Educating on the Nature and
Dignity of Women), a nonprofit
Catholic educational program
that promotes the new feminism of Pope John Paul II to females of all ages through study
groups, conferences and retreats.
In his address, “The Urgency
of
Organized
Women’s
Apostolate,” Cardinal Arinze,
prefect emeritus of the Vatican’s
Congregation
for
Divine
Worship and the Discipline of
the Sacraments, will speak
about the power of Christian
women to transform culture
through the gift of their “femi-

ENDOW. “Like Julia Greeley, she
nine genius.”
The event will include the has an endless amount of genpresentation of the Julia Greeley erosity to share her love and
Award to committed Catholic faith with others.”
Post is regarded by those who
volunteer Sharon Post. The
award is named after a former know her “as a true sister in the
slave and Catholic convert who Lord,” added Polakovic.
“To everyone she meets,” she
became renowned in Denver for
her piety and her care for the said, “Sharon brings a spirit of
patience and compassion as she
poor.
listens, offers encourA wife and mother,
agement and uncondiPost is a parishioner at
tional love. We are
St.
Thomas
More
proud to know her and
Church in Centennial.
pleased to bestow upon
With a zeal for evangeher the honor of the
lization, Post has doJulia Greeley Award.”
nated her time to teach
The event will begin
religious education to
with 5:15 p.m. Mass
pre-schoolers,
has
by
served as a substitute SHARON POST concelebrated
Cardinal Arinze and
teacher at her parish
grade school and has mentored Denver Auxiliary Bishop James
couples in marriage preparation Conley at Holy Ghost Church in
and in marriage enrichment. downtown Denver. It will conShe is a graduate of the Catholic tinue at the Grand Hyatt Hotel
Biblical School, served as a with cocktails and silent aucboard member for the Seeds of tion, followed by dinner, proHope Charitable Trust and has gram and dancing from 6:15
chaired
ENDOW’s
annual p.m. to 11 p.m.
Tickets are $200 per person.
women’s conference.
“John Paul’s understanding of To purchase individual tickets or
the ‘feminine genius’ as the a table, call 303-715-3224.
The Grand Hyatt Hotel is just
woman’s capacity for others is
seen clearly in Sharon’s life,” one and half blocks away from
said Terry Polakovic, co-founder Holy Ghost Church, which is loand executive director of cated at 1900 California St.

Local Legatus chapter presents awards to a deacon and a layman
BY JOHN GLEASON

Deacon Jim Wall of Sts. Peter
and Paul Parish in Wheat Ridge is
recipient of the 2009 Legatus
Award from the organization’s
Denver chapter. The award is
given to a member of the clergy
whose support of the cause of life
has been an example to all.
The presentation was made at
an awards dinner held in
January at the John Paul II
Center in south Denver. Deacon
Wall told the Denver Catholic
Register he was humbled by the
award as there are countless heroes in the prolife movement
who are deserving of the honor.
“I thought of all those people
who’ve been in the battle for
years and felt that the award
should really go to all those who
stand up for what is right,” he
said. “Many people have sacrificed a lot. … I witness so many
brave people who have a love for

was a privilege to present Jim
Christ and the unborn.”
Past recipients of the Legatus with this honor.”
Legatus is an internaAward have been Father
tional
organization
Robert Reycraft, pastor
whose members seek to
of St. Louis Parish in
study, live and spread
Englewood, and Father
their Catholic faith in
Joseph Cao, pastor of St.
their professional and
Joan of Arc Parish in
personal lives. The orArvada.
ganization was started
The Legatus Award is
two decades ago by Tom
one of two awards the
Monaghan, founder of
organization of Catholic
DEACON JIM
Dominoes Pizza and
business leaders presWALL
Ave Maria University. It
ents annually, accordhas more than 60 chaping to Nancy Kopp, coters around the world.
ordinator of Legatus’
The Denver chapter was
Denver chapter. The
formed by John and
second award, called
Carol Saeman and is celAmbassador of the Year,
ebrating its 10th anwent to Legatus memniversary. Meetings are
ber Jim Davis.
held at the John Paul II
“This award is preCenter. For more inforsented to a member of
JIM DAVIS
mation about Legatus’
Legatus whose life has
demonstrated their commitment Denver chapter, visit www.lega
to our mission to live and spread tuscolorado. org or e-mail lega
the Catholic faith,” she said. “It tus.nancy@ gmail.com.
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Amazing love
BY CHRISTOPHER STEFANICK

Repetition is a great learning
tool, but it can also inoculate us
to the truth we’re hearing. “Yes,
Jesus loves me”… yeah, I know, I
know. I’ve heard that a million
times before. Every Good Friday
and Easter, though, jolts me out
of that complacency.
God could have redeemed us
in any way he chose, but he did
so in a way that was terrifying,
not only to show us how ugly sin
and injustice are, not only to be
in solidarity with us in our suffering, but also to show us just
how far he’d go out of love for us.

Every so often I get a glimpse
of God the Father’s love in the
way I love my children. In those
brief moments, despite all my
imperfections, I can hear an
echo from the heart that is the
source of all fatherhood beating
in my chest.
Last summer I got a glimpse of
that love when I lost my 3-yearold son for 20 minutes. Those
were the worst 20 minutes of my
life. We were packing up to return
from a weekend of camping
when he saw another family
walking off into the woods.
Thinking it was us, he slipped
away into the forest within moments. When he realized he was
lost he sat down quietly among
the trees, too paralyzed in fear to
respond to our voices.

My entire family joined in the out, it simply burst forth from
frantic search, screaming his who I am as a dad, and it was the
name, as did several camp em- scariest prayer I’ve ever prayed:
ployees. His mom and three “Lord, you’ve given me so much,
so many blessings,
older siblings were all
take them all back.
in tears as despair
Just give me back my
started setting in 15
son.” In that moment
minutes into the
I saw just how willing I
search. By that point I
would actually be to
was convinced he was
forfeit my very life for
gone—kidnapped or
one of my children,
drowned. The adrenwithout hesitation.
aline was so thick in
This doesn’t make me
my blood it felt like
CHRISTOPHER
heroic. It makes me a
poison in my veins. I
STEFANICK
father.
started to search the
The love I saw withmany ponds at the
camp, expecting at any moment in myself at that moment was an
instinct etched into the souls of
to see him floating there.
Knee deep in the water a all fathers from the foundation
silent prayer welled up from the of the world, a design that finds
depths of me. It wasn’t thought its blueprint in the heart of the

Maker. This is a far cry from the
“warm and fuzzy” love we often
think of when we hear the
words, “God loves you.” It is a
terrifying love: a love that will
stop at nothing to get His wayward children back when we
had wandered into the dark forest; a love that is proven in the
forgiveness of sin, the shedding
of blood, and the giving of
Himself to us as food.
This is the love we celebrate
on Good Friday and throughout
the Easter season.
Speaker
and
author
Christopher Stefanick is director
of Youth, Young Adult and
Campus Ministry for the Denver
Archdiocese. Visit chris-stefanick.com.

Chrism Mass
From Page 7
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Watson.
Four priests are celebrating 25
years of priesthood: Auxiliary
Bishop Conley, Father Philip

Denig, Father Chrysostom
Frank and Fraternity of St. Peter
Father James Jackson.
“We thank them for their part-

nership with Peter and the ministry they have carried out faithfully over many years,” Msgr.
Buelt said. “We honor them for

LEFT: Clergy fill rows of pews of
the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception during
the chrism Mass March 30.
ABOVE: Archbishop Charles
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., left, and
Auxiliary Bishop James Conley
exchange congratulations during
the chrism Mass. The archbishop
is marking 40 years of priesthood and Bishop Conley is marking 25 years as a priest this year.
their communion with the Lord,
who has bestowed on them
what they themselves could
never achieve.”

B

“I am,” the priests responded
together.
Are you resolved to be faithful
ministers of the mysteries of
God, to celebrate the Eucharist
and the other liturgical services
with sincere devotion?” the
archbishop asked.
Again, the group answered in
unison, “I am.”
Following the liturgy, Msgr.
Edward Buelt, pastor of Our
Lady of Loreto Parish in Foxfield
and chairman of the Presbyteral
Council, recognized 15 jubilarians.
Priests who are marking 50
years of ordination this year are:
Father Robert Meznar and
Dominican Father Patrick
Rearden.
Marking 40 years of priesthood are: Archbishop Chaput,
Bishop Joseph Martino, Trappist
Abbott Joseph Boyle, Msgr.
Robert Amundsen, Father John
Grabrian, Msgr. Robert Kinkel,
Redemptorist Father Robert
Halter, Jesuit Father Michael
Sheeran and Jesuit Father Walter

‘YEAR FOR PRIESTS’ DAILY PRAYER CALENDAR
Please pray for the following priests on the indicated days,
in honor of the Year for Priests:
WEDNESDAY

7

APRIL

THURSDAY

8

FRIDAY

9

Upcoming Events
‘Year for Priests’ Prayer Vigil: May 1 / ‘Year for Priests’ Holy Hour: May 17
For more information and other resources go to www.archden.org/yearforpriests

SATURDAY

10

SUNDAY

11

MONDAY

12

TUESDAY

13

FR. TIMOTHY
KREMEN

FR. TOMÁS
FRAILE

FR. TOMASZ
WIKARSKI

FR. VINCENT
LEO SMITH

FR. VINCENT
PHUNG

FR. WALTER
WATSON

FR. WILLIAM
BRESLIN

Ordination: 6-29-61

Ordination: 7-7-63

Ordination: 5-13-06

Ordination: 5-28-66

Ordination: 5-18-96

Ordination: 5-30-70

Ordination: 5-18-74
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Scandal-time, once more
Reports of the clerical sexual abuse of the young in Europe—
and the gross mishandling of these cases by bishops, including
connivance in cover-ups—ignited a media firestorm in late
March, including calls for the Pope’s resignation in light of allegations that he was party to reassigning an abusive priest while
archbishop of Munich-Freising and that he impeded the disciplining of an abusive Milwaukee priest while prefect of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.
As is too often the case, agendas other than an honest accounting for the sins, failures and crimes of the past, and the protection
of vulnerable young people in the present and future, were at
work here. Enemies of the Church saw an opportunity to discredit Catholic moral teaching by painting the Church as a hypocritical criminal conspiracy of sexual abusers and their enablers.
Contingent-fee lawyers smelled an opportunity to try to dig into
the Vatican’s resources, having already bled the Church in the
United States of billions of dollars. The allegations against the
Pope, which were demonstrably false, were undoubtedly made in
service of these latter two agendas.
Here are some facts relevant to separating truth from falsehood
as this story unfolds.
1. The sexual abuse of the young is a global plague. Portraying the
Catholic Church as its epicenter is malicious and false. Forty to 60
percent of sexual abuse takes place within families. There were
290,000 reported cases of abuse in public schools in 1991-2000.
There were six credible cases of sexual abuse reported in the
Catholic Church in the United States in 2009: six, in a Church of
some 68,000,000 members. Having learned the lessons of 2002, the
Catholic Church in America today is likely the safest environment
for children in the country. No institution working with the young—
not the public schools, not the teachers unions, not the Scouts—has
done as much to face its past failures in this area and to put in place
policies to prevent such horrors in the future.
2. Pope Benedict XVI did not impede sanctions against Father
Lawrence Murphy, the Milwaukee priest who abused 200 deaf children in his care; the New York Times story of March 25 alleging that
is falsified by the legal documents the Times itself provided on its
Web site. Then there was the story’s sourcing. For the Times to cite
as one of its principal sources the emeritus archbishop of
Milwaukee, Rembert Weakland, who notoriously paid hush money
to a male lover and who did nothing about Father Murphy for a
decade and a half, was bad enough. But to use as a second principal
source Jeff Anderson, the Minnesota attorney who has a direct financial interest in the Murphy case, and in painting the Vatican as
the center of a global conspiracy to protect pedophiles, suggests
that the nation’s former newspaper of record has abandoned serious journalistic standards.
3. The charge that the Church threatened sexual abuse whistleblowers with excommunication is false and malicious, as is the
charge that then-Cardinal Ratzinger imposed silence on those who
wished to report abusers to civil authorities. There has never been
any such prohibition, and the confidentiality about abuse cases invoked in a 2001 Ratzinger letter to the world’s bishops on priests
who solicited sex in the confessional was intended to protect the integrity of the sacraments and the Church’s own legal process, and to
encourage victims to come forward without fear of public scandal.
Under Ratzinger’s leadership, procedures were put in place in Rome
to make sanctions against abusers easier to apply.
The Pope’s March 20 letter to the Irish Church made clear that
Joseph Ratzinger is determined to clean out what he once described as “filth” in the Church, and determined to bring the
Curia along with him in that cleansing. That there is filth to be
cleaned up is not in doubt; much of that filth is decades old.
There is no credible evidence, however, that the Catholic Church
is at the center of the global sexual abuse crisis. Honest journalists will recognize that. So will serious Catholics.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

April 11: Second Sunday of
Easter - Divine Mercy Sunday
Scripture readings:
• Acts 5:12-16
• Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24
• Revelation 1:9-13, 17-19
• John 20:19-31
Synopsis: The second Sunday of
Easter was designated “Divine
Mercy Sunday” by Pope John Paul
II April 30, 2000, making it a
uniquely Catholic celebration. (In
some Protestant churches the
Sunday after Easter is called “low
church Sunday”—unofficially of
course—because
attendance
drops sharply after Easter.) It is
fitting, therefore, that this Sunday
should be so named for the unfathomable riches of Divine Mercy
is especially pronounced in this
week’s readings. The first reading
demonstrates the power of the
risen Lord working in and through
his Church with “signs and wonders” that resulted in numerous

conversions. The phrase “were
added” indicates that it was God
who added them to the Church
thus showing that they came to
believe in Christ not by the
Apostle’s efforts, but by divine
mercy. In the second reading St.
John has a vision of the risen
Christ. As the last living Apostle, St.
John was by this time an old man
imprisoned on the island of
Patmos, isolated from his flock. He
was “in the Spirit on the Lord’s
Day” suggesting a connection
with the liturgy. As the bishop of
Ephesus John was exiled from his
Church and yet God, in his divine
mercy, allows him to participate in
the heavenly liturgy. John’s vision
and the vision of St. Faustina,
where Jesus appeared to her as the
“King of Divine Mercy,” bear a
striking resemblance to each
other. Finally, this week’s Gospel
describes the appearance of the
risen Christ to Thomas who initially doubted the resurrection.
But Christ, in his great mercy, condescends to appear to Thomas
who responds with his memorable profession of faith.
Key verse: “Thomas answered
and said to him, ‘My Lord and my
God!’” (Jn 20:28)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Mother Drexel’s garb
I am writing to express my sadness that in honoring St. Katharine
Drexel, you chose to use a picture
of her as a young woman in lay
clothes. Mother Drexel was a powerful and dynamic woman religious and most of her adult life she
wore a religious habit. In this age
when fewer and fewer women religious choose to wear the habit, it
would have been a supportive gesture on your part to portray her as
a woman who did, instead of using
a picture from her youth. It would
also have been a compliment to
those who are older to have used
such a picture.
Sister Katharine Mary, O.C.D.
Wheat Ridge

Reverence at Mass
I remember looking up at my father when I was a girl and gently
tugging at his suit, complaining
about being bored at Mass. He
only turned and looked down at
me with his finger to his lips, which
reminded me to observe the sacred silence reserved for the
church, while in the presence of
God. I looked down at my pretty
Sunday dress, because I was tired
of looking at the backs of adults.
Gone is the sacred silence, the
suits and most of the pretty dresses. Gone too, it seems, is the aware-

ness of the awesome majesty of
our Creator, which commands
that silence, while in his house and
in his presence. I literally have
to cover my ears following Mass
now, in order to concentrate on my
prayers of thanksgiving.
How can we expect God to bless
our nation, and our families, if we
ignore his authority? The General
Instruction of the Roman Missal
notes that prior to Mass, silence is
to be observed even in the
vestibule and the sacristy, so that
the priests and the faithful may
properly enter into the Mass with
prayer.
Susan Follansbee
Arvada

In gratitude
Please accept my deepest appreciation for your diocese’s contribution of $32,092.28 from your 2009
Catholic Home Missions Appeal.
The generosity of your parishioners, Archbishop Chaput, is
needed greatly by our U.S. mission
dioceses.
Contributions to the appeal go
directly to our brother bishops
who cannot offer their people even
basic pastoral services without
outside help. In these difficult
times, small dioceses without significant reserves are in increasing
danger and need a helping hand to

“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: Faith is a personal act—
the free response of the human
person to the initiative of God who
reveals himself” (No. 166).
Pope Benedict XVI: “Jesus gave
his disciples a new unity, stronger
than before, invincible because it
was founded not on human resources but on divine mercy,
which made them all feel loved
and forgiven by him. It is therefore
God’s merciful love that firmly
unites the Church, today as in the
past, and makes humanity a single
family; divine love which through
the crucified and risen Jesus forgives us our sins and renews us
from within” (Regina Caeli, Divine
Mercy Sunday, 2008).
Life application: Thousands of
new converts were added to the
Church at Easter. The Lord spoke
of them when he said, “Blessed are
those who have not seen and have
believed.” We give thanks for the
hard work of so many dedicated
catechists and sponsors who
walked with them and taught
them for the many months leading
up to Easter. Still, it’s important to
remember that these conversions
are not our doing, but a response
to divine mercy.
evangelize, to catechize, and especially to train future priests and lay
leaders to sustain and strengthen
the
faith.
Currently,
the
Subcommittee on the Home
Missions is assisting 87 mission
bishops.
The 2010 Catholic Home
Missions Appeal will be taken up
in many dioceses the weekend of
April 24-25. Hundreds of their
priests in small parishes across the
country benefit directly from the
appeal, as do the people they
serve.
I am grateful for all you do to
support home mission dioceses.
Bishop Michael W. Warfel
Great Falls-Billings, Mont.
Chairman, USCCB
Subcommittee on
Catholic Home Missions

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250 words
and should include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. We rely on
our readers to recognize that the opinions
expressed in letters to the editor are those
of the author and are not necessarily those
of the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters
containing plainly misstated facts,
misinformation or libelous statements will
not be printed. Unsigned letters will not be
printed. Letters will be edited. Send letters
to: Editor, Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303715-2045. E-mail us at:
editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
April 7: Mass and confirmation, St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Longmont (7 p.m.)
April 13: Mass and confirmation, St. Joseph Parish, Fort Collins (6:30 p.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
April 7: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
April 8: Mass and talk with seniors, Bishop Machebeuf High School (10 a.m.)
April 10: Mass and abbatial blessing, Our Lady of Clear Creek Abbey, Hulbert, Okla.
April 12-13: Jesus Caritas bishops’ prayer group, Wichita, Kan.
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THE CATEQUIZ’EM
What coin is mentioned in
Mark’s Gospel?

b. An invasion of Palestine;
c. A war against Gentiles.
7. Caesar is also mentioned in connection
with Pontius Pilate’s governorship. But this is
a different Caesar, he is:
a. Tiberius;

BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON

b. Julius;

1. In Matthew’s Gospel Jesus is quizzed
about Caesar. What specific question is he
asked?

c. Caligula (Gaius).

a. “Do you like Caesar on your salad?”;

8. Pilate, of course, figures in Jesus’ trial.
One of the serious charges against Jesus is
that he:

b. “Is it lawful to pay the census tax to
Caesar?”;

a. Said that Caesar was a pagan and not to be
trusted;

c. “Is Caesar greater than the Lord?”

b. Opposed the payment of taxes to Caesar;

2. Jesus answers a question with a question.

c. Supported the rival Caesar from
Constantinople, Constantine.

a. “Does that include croutons?”;

c. “Is the Lord not the Lord of Lords?”

9. As we know, Pilate could not find any reason to punish Jesus but when he tried to release him the crowd made this ominous comment:

3. The questioners reply:

a. “You are not a friend of Caesar”;

b. “Whose image is this and whose inscription?”;

a. “Yes, but not dressing“;

b. “Caesar will beat your ears”;

b. “Amongst the Jews, yes, but not according
to the Gentiles”;

c. “Jesus is the enemy of Caesar and peace.”

c. “Caesar’s.”
4. Jesus’ answer is one the most quoted
parts of the Gospel:
a. “Render unto Caesar the things that are
Caesar’s and to God the things that are
God’s”;

10. The crowd suggested that Jesus wanted
to be a king, and they protested somewhat
hypocritically:
a. “We love Caesar more than handball”;
b. “Caesar is the descendant of David”;
c. “We have no king but Caesar.”

c. “The Lord is Lord of all.”

11. Even after Jesus’ death and resurrection,
Caesar is used against the faithful. In Acts
17:7 Paul is accused of:

5. In Mark’s Gospel we get a little more detail.
What coin is mentioned?

a. Pretending to be Caesar’s brother as he
was a Roman citizen;

a. A drachma;

b. Acting in opposition to the decrees of
Caesar claiming instead that there is another
king, Jesus;

b. A shekel;
c. A denarius.
6. In Luke we learn in the infancy narrative
that Caesar Augustus decreed there should
be one of these:
a. A census;

c. Refusing to pay taxes to Caesar or accept
Roman rule in Palestine.
ANSWER: 1.b, 2.b, 3.c, 4.a, 5.c, 6.a, 7.a, 8.b,
9.a, 10.c, 11.b

b. “Lettuce spray”;
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Faithful mark Holy Week

PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DCR

FAITHFUL in schools and parishes across the Denver Archdiocese observed Holy Week with liturgies and
special programs. Some of those moments are captured in the photo essay above. Top row, from left: Father
Timothy Gaines washes the feet of a student during a Mass of the Lord’s Supper for the parish school on
Holy Thursday, April 1 at St. Louis Church, Louisville; St. Rose of Lima School eighth-graders lead other students in a Seder meal in the gymnasium of the west Denver school on Holy Thursday; Youths of Denver’s
Notre Dame Parish perform the Stations of the Cross for parishioners the evening of Good Friday, April 2.
Bottom row, from left: Auxiliary Bishop James Conley baptizes a man during the Easter Vigil Mass at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception in downtown Denver on Holy Saturday, April 3; Archbishop
Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., blesses the paschal candle during the Easter Vigil at the cathedral on April 3.
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Organization is key in planning a church wedding

PHOTO BY CNS

BY CAROL ZIMMERMANN

WASHINGTON (CNS)—Although U.S.
dioceses require most couples to give at least
a six-month notice before planning a wedding, the time frame is not meant to simply
give couples more time to work out all the
necessary details.
Instead, it is meant to give couples sufficient preparation time to form strong, lasting marriages.
Before couples get too caught up in the
details about guests, wedding attire, food,
music and photographers, they should take
the time to carefully plan the focus of the
day—the wedding liturgy. The Web site,
www.foryourmarriage.org, sponsored by the
U.S. bishops’ Committee on Laity, Marriage,

Family Life and Youth:, can steer couples
through the specific requirements for a
Catholic wedding.
For starters, couples need to talk with the
parish priest and reserve a wedding date on
the parish calendar. They also need to find
out what the parish allows and expects in
the wedding a celebration. Many parishes
offer specific help and resources for couples
and even have wedding coordinators.
Early on in the wedding planning process
couples will need to attend a marriage
preparation program. These programs are
set up in a variety of formats such as intensive weekend programs, weekly meetings,
online preparation and “in home” mentor
couple programs. Couples can find what

See Organization, Page 9
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Couples look for ways to reduce wedding costs
BY SHEILA ARCHAMBAULT

WASHINGTON (CNS)—Many
couples are scaling back their wedding plans as they feel the pinch of
today’s economy.
These couples are limiting the
guest list, cutting back on the
menu or having the reception at
the same location as the ceremony. According to a “What’s on
Bride’s Minds” survey by David’s
Bridal—a company that sells wed-

ding dresses and accessories—75
percent of weddings nationwide
have been scaled back.
The survey said more than half
of all brides do not plan to spend
more than $25,000 on their weddings and 77 percent of those saving money said that paying off
debts took precedence over throwing a lavish wedding.
“Brides always strive to create
the perfect wedding day without
spending a fortune; it is simply

more pronounced due to the state
of the economy,” said Robert
Huth, president and CEO of
David’s Bridal.
The 2009 survey revealed that
the “first area that brides-to-be
would be willing to adjust is the
number of guests followed by the
wedding cuisine. When asked
what items they refuse to compromise on, the top responses were
wedding bands and, not surprisingly, their wedding dress.”
JoAnn O’Brien, wedding coordinator at Old St. Patrick’s Church in
Chicago, said that even though
couples have expressed concerns
about wedding costs and the state
of the economy, the number of
weddings at the parish has not
gone down.
O’Brien said she advises couples
to not spend an excessive amount
on flowers because the main focus
of the ceremony should be on the
bride, the groom and the wedding
party.
Parish coordinators are not the
only ones with advice for making
weddings less lavish. Current
bridal magazines and blogs are
emphasizing do-it-yourself wedding ideas and weddings on a
budget.

Organization
From Page 7
programs are available near them
by contacting their diocesan family life office.
Couples do not have to start
from scratch when it comes to
making plans for their wedding
liturgy. Most parishes have been
doing weddings for a long time
and they know all the ins and outs
of the process. Couples usually
meet with a priest or parish representative who will walk them
through what they need to plan.
The bride and groom can
choose optional prayers in the
liturgy and also pick the Scripture
readings from a selection of Old

PHOTO BY CNS

Some couples are going green
by using second-hand wedding
dresses or reception decorations.
Others are assembling their own
wedding invitations, making their
own centerpieces and flower
arrangements.
The Knot, a Web site with wedding ideas and resources for engaged couples, advises couples to
start their wedding budget by first
talking with families about who
will be paying for what.
“Some brides’ families still pick
up the entire tab, but more and
Testament and New Testament
options. Couples also can compose petitions for the prayer of the
faithful and select people to do the
readings.
As far as the wedding music, the
parish organist or music director
can offer choices for the sung and
instrumental music.
“Music that does not speak of
God’s role in your marriage is best
reserved for the wedding reception,” said Paul Covino, editor of
“Celebrating Marriage: Preparing
the Roman Catholic Wedding
Liturgy.” He also is associate chaplain and director of liturgy at the
College of the Holy Cross in
Worcester, Mass.
Couples also can decide if they
want to repeat the wedding vows

more groom’s families are participating too,” the Web site said.
It said couples should ask both
their families to commit to a specific dollar amount and then add
up all the contributions to create
their wedding budget.
“Alternatively, it may be easier to
ask each set of parents to finance a
particular aspect of the wedding—
such as the ceremony, honeymoon, or catering—instead of just
committing to a dollar amount,”
the Knot said.
The site’s top piece of advice was
to cut the guest list, which would
reduce catering costs and save on
invitations and the number of centerpieces. It also advised having
the wedding during an off-peak
season—usually December to
April.
The site also advised plenty of
ways to cut costs on reception
food and drink. It urged couples to
skip the main course and just supply appetizers and drinks or offer
beer, wine and a signature cocktail
instead of a full bar. It also suggested ordering a small one- or twotiered cake that could be supplemented with a larger sheet cake for
guests.
As for printing costs, the site
suggested ordering single-page invitations and e-mailing “save the
date” notices.
after the priest or deacon or to
memorize them. Father Rick
Hilgartner, associate director of the
Secretariat of Divine Worship for
the U.S. bishops, suggests that
couples memorize their vows “to
experience the exchange of consent in a more powerful way.”
He also said that when couples
spend time memorizing the vows
they have the chance to ponder
their meaning and “hopefully remember the words for years to
come, as the words take on more
and more meaning in their day-today love and care for each other.”
In an article on the bishops’
marriage Web site, Father
Hilgartner also pointed out how
the wedding entrance procession
should be. He said it should not
just be the bride walking down the
aisle escorted by her father, but the
bride and groom following the
liturgical ministers and escorted
by their parents.
“The bride and the groom enter
freely and equally into marriage,
and the entrance procession symbolizes that, as the couple approach the altar to stand before the
Lord,” he said.
Father Hilgartner also stressed
that above all, the wedding liturgy
is an act of worship. “As such, it is a
time to offer praise and thanks to
God for his gifts, and to seek his
continued blessings and help.”
As couples complete plans for
the wedding liturgy and all the reception, they are also advised to
take time for personal prayer.
“A Catholic Bride’s Wedding
Planner” written by Tracy Becker
in 2009 urges couples to start a
wedding novena nine days before
the wedding and receive the sacrament of reconciliation the day before the big date.
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Deacon spells out the detrimental effects of porn
BY ANNA MARIA BASQUEZ

When Hugh Hefner began
Playboy magazine, he started with
$600, bought the rights to one
photograph, and by his first publication, made $10,000, Deacon
Chet Ubowski told an audience at
a recent Byzantine Wednesday
event.
Pornography, as a whole, has become a $14 billion industry.
It’s one that Deacon Ubowski
has seen in computers confiscated
by law enforcement agencies and
analyzed by Colorado Bureau of
Investigations in his work.
“If you look at people who are
engaged in pornographic acts, you
see that they don’t look at each
other,” Deacon Ubowski said. “It
becomes a selfish act. That’s what
the pornography industry wants
you to do. That’s part of the addictive (nature). It’s really a huge
problem, not only in our relationships with others, but certainly in
our relationship with God.”
Deacon Ubowski spoke on sexual addictions and pornography
March 10 at Holy Protection of the
Mother of God Byzantine Catholic
Church in Denver during their series on addictions.
At least four out of six Web sites
worldwide are pornographic sites
and roughly 30 million people a
week are logging onto Web sites
with
pornography,
Deacon
Ubowski said. New studies suggest
up to 34 percent of those looking at
pornographic sites are women, he
said.
“If you’re drinking, others might
be able to smell it. You might stumble. You might have slurred vision.
If you’re addicted to pornography,”
he noted, “what’s the sign? What
shows?”
The signs are a lot less detectable, he said.
Deacon Ubowski is a liaison for
the Romans VI group that started
primarily for men with sexual addictions at St. Frances of Cabrini
Parish in Littleton.
Signs that someone may be suf-

fering a sex or pornography addiction may be visible to a close friend
or spouse. They include the person
spending excessive time on the
computer. That person may also
become secretive and withdrawing
in emotion. The most common
sign is abandoning activity in the
conjugal relationship, Deacon
Ubowski said. Another indicator is
if the person requests role-playing
or unusual sexual encounters that
“you don’t know where those
thoughts or ideas originated from.”
Christopher Stefanick, director
of Youth, Young Adult and Campus
Ministry for the Archdiocese of
Denver, elaborated on the issue of
pornography after addressing it at
a recent purity rally.
“As men look at one two-dimensional woman after another, they
lose the ability to see a human
being to be loved,” he said.
“Instead, they learn to see only a
‘human doing’ to be used for their
pleasure. It’s no wonder that 20 to
25 percent of women in college
have experienced attempted or
completed rape. They are hanging
around a generation of men who
have been raised on a steady diet
of porn. Men who have forgotten
what respect is, and what ‘no’
means.
“The very thing that makes a
man what he is, is on the line with
porn: his ability to love, protect
and uphold the dignity of the opposite sex,” Stefanick said. “God
created us to give ourselves in lifegiving love to others. That calling,
however it is lived out, is written on
our very bodies. Porn destroys our
ability to fulfill that fundamental
calling as it turns us in on ourselves, making us sexually selfcentered.”
Thirty-seven percent of teenage
girls admit having sent a sexual
text, e-mail or instant message,
Stefanick said.
“Don’t do it,” he advised. “Think
about what might happen with
those pictures after the break up.”
The “Catechism of the Catholic
Church” defines pornography as

removing the real or related acts
from the intimacy of partners, as in
man and wife, to display them deliberately to third parties.
“The ‘Catechism’ goes on to say
it offends against chastity, one of
the virtues that we want to pursue
… because it perverts the conjugal
act of the intimate giving of spouses to each other,” Deacon Ubowski
said.
Extreme sexual addiction has
manifested itself in the examples
of some serial killers, Deacon
Ubowski pointed out. When addiction to pornography becomes a
sexual addiction, “the only way to
satisfy it is to get more and more of
it … and more varied aspects,”
Deacon Ubowski said.
He said those who suspect their
spouse or loved one has been engaged in pornography should try to
approach the person on the subject along with a friend or a family
member there for support. He
urged his audience to learn more
about the theology of the body,
which are classes taught regularly
through Holy Protection and other
parishes throughout the diocese.
“There’s no maybe” when it
comes to whether a person is
using pornography or not, Deacon
Ubowski said. If they are, he advised they take it to a confessor
and consider joining the Romans

VI group at Church of the Risen
Christ or St. Frances Cabrini
parishes.
Other options include Sex
Addicts Anonymous and sexual
addiction telephone help lines.
Most important, Deacon Ubowski
said, is to appoint an accountability partner who can get software
that notifies them each time the afflicted person signs on to a pornographic site. Parents can similarly
monitor by available programs
when their child sends a pornographic text or e-mail. Stefanick
said one anti-porn site with facts
and information is www.whodoesithurt.com.

10 l

APRIL 7, 2010 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Healing Service and Praise Mass: with
Father Patrick Rearden O.P. at St
Catherine’s Church, 4200 Federal Blvd.,
Denver.
April 10: 6:30 p.m.
Divine Mercy Sunday Mass: at St. Joan
of Arc Church, 12735 W. 58th Ave.,
Arvada.
April 11: Mass 11:15 a.m.
Holy Hour 3 p.m.
Divine Mercy Mass: at St. Thomas More,
8035 S. Quebec St., Centennial.
Benediction of Blessed Sacrament,
Chaplet of Divine Mercy to follow
Sunday Mass.
April 11: Mass 12:30 p.m.
Benediction 1:45 p.m.
Divine Mercy Sunday: at St. Martin de
Porres Church, 3300 Table Mesa Drive,
Boulder. Exposition of Blessed
Sacrament, confession, rosary, Chaplet of
Divine Mercy, Benediction and Mass.
Soup supper to be served afterward.
April 11: 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Divine Mercy Celebration: to be held at
Our Lady of Loreto, 18000 E. Arapahoe
Road, Foxfield.
April 11: 2 p.m.
Divine Mercy Celebration: at St. John
the Evangelist Parish, 1730 W. 12th St.,
Loveland. Chaplet, rosary, adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament and prayer.
Mass to be followed by potluck supper.
April 11: Celebration 2:25 p.m.
Mass 5 p.m.
Divine Mercy Celebration: at St. Jude
Community Center, 9405 W. Florida
Ave., Lakewood. Movie about Divine
Mercy. Chaplet and sub-sandwich supper to follow.
April 11: 6 p.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception,
1530 Logan St., Denver.
April 11: 3 p.m.
Join Bishop James Conley: as he leads
the grand procession of the national
Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our Lady of
Fatima at St. Elizabeth of Hungary
Church, 1060 St. Francis Way, Denver.

Call 303-275-9427 for more information.
May 2: Mass 3 p.m.
Procession 4:p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Religious Sisters Appreciation Luncheon:
sponsored by Denver Serra Club, will be
held at Risen Christ Church. To register,
call 303-850-7548 or e-mail bill@egan
printing.com.
April 10: 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Hope Springs Eternal: luncheon to benefit
Seeds of Hope Charitable Trust.
Entertainment and student speakers to
share their stories. Call 303-715-3186 for
or visit online: www.seedsofhopetrust.
org.
April 16: 11 a.m.
Wild West Buffalo Ball: to benefit Bishop
Machebeuf High School to be held at the
National Western Complex. Tickets are
$60. Call 303-344-0082 Ext. 22.
April 17: 6 p.m. - 11 p.m.
The Shrine of St. Anne: will hold its annual melodrama, “No Clue, The Tale of the
Pop Culture Wars,” at the school, 7320
Grant Place, Arvada. Admission: $7
adults, $5 kids and seniors, $22 family
rate. Proceeds raise money for Arvada
Food Bank.
April 30: 7:30 p.m.
May 1: 7:30 p.m.
Come One, Come All: to the celebration
at Presentation of Our Lady Parish, 660
S. Julian St., Denver. Three days of food
tasting, games, auctions, chili cookoff,
carnival and burrito breakfast. Call 303534-4882 Ext. 11 for times and ticket information.
May 21 - 23

RETREATS/SEMINARS
EnCourage: support group for parents of
children with homosexual tendencies.
Call for information, 720-434-2638.
Listening Hearts: support group for families of children with same-sex attraction
meets at St. Frances Cabrini Community
House, 6673 W. Chatfield Ave., Littleton.
Call 303-683-1718.
April 7: 7 p.m.
Day of Prayer: for women, with the
Carmelite sisters, 4040 Pierce St., Wheat
Ridge. Lunch will be provided. Call 303422-6419.
April 10: 10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Tree of Life: Franciscan mini-retreat to be
held at St. Patrick’s Church, 3300 Pecos
St., Denver. Meal will be served before
retreat begins.
April 13: 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Day of Reflection: led by Father
Christopher Kulig, at Holy Family Parish
Hall, 4358 Utica St., Denver. Cost of the
day is $17, which includes lunch. Call 303456-2726 for details.
April 17: 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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Always be prepared to make a defense to any one who calls you to account for the hope that is in
you, yet do it with gentleness and reverence; and keep your conscience clear, so that, when you
are abused, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better
to suffer for doing right, if that should be God's will, than for doing wrong. 1 Peter 3:15-17

At five-year mark, pope has urged creating space
for religion in public sphere, for God in private lives
VATICAN CITY (CNS)—At the
five-year mark, two key objectives
of Pope Benedict XVI’s pontificate
have come into clear focus: creating space for religion in the public
sphere and space for God in private lives. In hundreds of speeches and homilies, in three encyclicals, on 13 foreign trips, during
synods of bishops and even
through new Web sites, the
German pontiff has confronted
what he calls a modern “crisis of
faith,” saying the root cause of
moral and social ills is a reluctance to acknowledge the truth
that comes from God. To counter
this crisis, he has proposed
Christianity as a religion of love,
not rules. Its core mission, he has
said repeatedly, is to help people

accept God’s love and share it,
recognizing that true love involves a willingness to make sacrifices. His emphasis on God as
Creator has tapped into ecological awareness, for which he’s
been dubbed the “green pope.”
He has presented the faith as a
path not only to salvation, but
also to social justice and true
happiness. Elected April 19, 2005,
Pope Benedict has surprised
those who expected a doctrinaire
disciplinarian. As universal pastor, he has led Catholics back to
the basics of their faith, catechizing them on Christianity’s foundational practices, writings and
beliefs, ranging from the
Confessions of St. Augustine to
the sign of the cross.

CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING

POPE BENEDICT XVI carries his
pastoral staff as he departs after
celebrating Holy Thursday
chrism Mass in St. Peter's
Basilica at the Vatican April 1.

Knights urge
faithful to pray
novena for pontiff
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

The Knights of Columbus, the
largest Catholic lay organization in
the world, is urging the faithful to
pray a special novena for Pope
Benedict XVI beginning on Divine
Mercy Sunday, April 11, and concluding on April 19, which is the
fifth anniversary of the Holy
Father’s election in 2005. All
Catholics are invited to join the
Knights in praying for the pope and
for his pastoral mission as he and
the Church respond to criticism of
the way Catholic leaders have handled the clergy sex abuse scandal.
The prayer (see below) may be
downloaded at www.kofc.org.

PRAYER FOR POPE
BENEDICT XVI

SPECIALIZING IN SERIOUS BODILY INJURY

~

WRONGFUL DEATH

~ AUTO ,

TRUCK OR MOTORCYCLE COLLISIONS

~

ON -THE - JOB INJURY

Justice

“Let us have faith that right makes might, and in that faith,
let us, to the end, dare to do our duty as we understand it.”
- Abraham Lincoln

Pursuing

I am proud to represent injured people, and the survivors of those whose lives have
been wasted by the carelessness of others. My duty is to make sure that these innocent
victims get the full measure of justice the law allows.
For the past 23 years, it has been my privilege to be on the
right side of serious injury and death cases throughout Colorado.
I have had the benefit of representing honorable people from all
walks of life who have had their lives turned upside down by a
serious injury or wrongful death. From the single mom cleaning
bathrooms to support her young children to the physician who
MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

~

DEFECTIVE PRODUCTS

~

was left disabled by someone's carelessness, I have had the privilege of standing
up against insurance companies to fight for fine people who have been wronged.
I agree with Abe Lincoln. Right makes might. But at our firm we don’t just
rely on the fact that we are on the right side of the case. We have a high-powered
firm of very experienced lawyers and staff who are equipped with the cutting
edge technology and other resources necessary to successfully resolve cases of
the largest magnitude.
If you are in need of this type of
help, please feel free to give me a call.

INSURANCE CLAIMS

~

AV I AT I O N A C C I D E N T S

~

RAILROAD ACCIDENTS

Caplis & Deasy, LLC ~ 4600 S. Syracuse, Suite 500 ~ Denver, CO 80237 ~ 303-770-5551 or toll free 1-800-204-1110

Lord, source of eternal life and
truth, give to your shepherd,
Benedict, a spirit of courage and
right judgment, a spirit of knowledge and love. By governing with
fidelity those entrusted to his
care, may he, as successor to the
Apostle Peter and Vicar of Christ,
build your Church into a sacrament of unity, love and peace for
all the world. Amen.

V: Let us pray for Benedict, the
pope.
R: May the Lord preserve him,
give him a long life, make him
blessed upon the earth, and not
hand him over to the power of his
enemies.

V: May your hand be upon your
holy servant.
R: And upon your son, whom you
have anointed.
Conclude with: Our Father, Hail
Mary, Glory Be.
Adapted from the Manual of Prayers by the
Knights of Columbus

