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More than 1,100 people to participate in Rites of Election
BY JOHN GLEASON
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Lent is the time when Catholics
prepare themselves to celebrate
the resurrection of Christ on
Easter. Lent also represents the
final part of the journey many people are on to be fully admitted into
the Catholic Church.
On the afternoon of Feb. 21
scores of the 1,102 people who
have been attending Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA) classes to become full
members of the Catholic Church
participated in Rite of Election
liturgies at the Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception in
Denver. Some of those entering
the Church this Easter will participate in Rite of Election liturgies
on Feb. 28.
During this rite, the names of
those seeking the sacraments of
initiation—baptism, Communion
and confirmation—are called forward to be recognized by
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap. These “catechumens”
then reaffirm their intention to be
initiated.
Recognized in a step named Call
to Continuing Conversion are
“candidates”—those people who
have been baptized but have not
received other sacraments.
James Cavanagh, director of
Evangelization and Catechesis for
the Archdiocese of Denver’s
metro-area parishes, said the step
catechumens and candidates participate in is a critical moment.
“It’s a milestone for them—a
time of purification,” he said.
“This is the point in the pilgrimage when they‘re coming into full
communion with the Catholic
Church.”
Cavanagh said he likes to com-
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ABRAHAM HANSEN of Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in Denver shakes hands with Archbishop
Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., during a Rite of Election liturgy in the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception on the afternoon of Feb. 28.
pare the process to dating.
“In the RCIA process, the period of evangelization and inquiry
is just like getting acquainted
with a number of people,” he
said. “Eventually, you get to a
point where you really like one
particular person and want to go
steady. The Rite of Election is similar to the time when you ask that
person to marry you. It’s a serious
commitment and now you have
six weeks of ‘marital preparation,’
otherwise known as Lent.”
Across the archdiocese, RCIA
groups have been working tirelessly to prepare their candidates
and catechumens for this event.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

She said her journey back started
when she became a Headstart
teacher at St. Rose.
“Working with the people there
made me see that I was missing
something,” she said. “This is a
small parish community with
caring people. I was taken with
the homilies I heard, how they
spelled out in layman’s terms just
how God relates to my daily life.
This process is bringing me closer to him.”
Over at St. Thomas More Parish
in Centennial, catechumen
Rosemary Granfell has her own
story of why she wants to come

See Rites, Page 5

THE SAINTS: ST. POLYCARP

Weather
doesn’t
dampen
students’
liturgy
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

At St. Rose of Lima Parish in
Denver, Director of Religious
Formation Laure Lopez said that
for her the biggest reward is to see
the conversion process her candidates go through.
“It’s fantastic to see them prepare and get excited about this
time,” she said. “As they get ready
for this ceremony one of the last
things I tell them is that the Lenten
period is really a period of conversion of heart.”
One of the candidates Lopez
mentioned is Davina Bonser. The
39-year-old mother of three was
baptized into the Catholic Church
but, in her words, “fell out of it.”

PAGE 2

69 - 155 / Feast - Feb. 23
Thought to have been a disciple of John the
Evangelist, Polycarp was bishop of Smyrna, in
what is now western Turkey. He preached
Christian virtue, prayer and almsgiving and was
well respected among believers. He traveled a
few times to Rome and conferred with the pope
about the date of Easter. He was more than 80
years old when he refused to deny Christ at the hands of pagan captors. He was burned on a pyre and then stabbed to death. Details of
© 2002 CNS
his execution are recorded in the “Martyrdom of Polycarp.”
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LENTEN REFLECTION
‘THE JUSTICE OF GOD’

MSGR.
EDWARD BUELT, J.C.L.

On intimacy
and righteousness
This is the second column in a Denver Catholic Register
series reflecting on Pope Benedict XVI’s 2010 Lenten message, “The justice of God has been manifested through faith
in Jesus Christ.” Read the pope’s Lenten message online at
www.archden.org/lent.
What is intimacy? The human heart cries out for intimacy, but it hardly knows for what it cries. Intimacy is
not sex. It is not being close to another nor even the total
knowing of and being known by another. Intimacy is
rightness of relationship, being in a right relationship with
the other. In the Bible, intimacy is called “righteousness.”
When Jesus at his baptism commanded John his baptizer
to “give in for now. We must do this if we would fulfill
God’s righteousness” (Mt. 2:15), he revealed the restoration of intimacy between God and man, of that right relationship which had been “rifted” by Adam and Eve and is
daily “rifted” in our own personal sin. Yes, every human
heart cries out for right relationships.
The holy season of Lent is upon us. If one takes these
40 days seriously, Lent is not an easy month and a half. In
Lent one is commanded into the desert wilderness, so
that exposed and vulnerable to God he may heal the rifts
that have destroyed our right relationships “in the city,”
that is, with Him, with oneself, with the other and the
community, and with creation. This is the key to Lent.
One cannot be in a right relationship with God if one is in
a wrong relationship with another. Intimacy with another
is impossible if one is not in a right relationship with God.
We begin Lent by presenting ourselves to the Church to
be marked on our foreheads with a cross of ashes. It is a
simple ritual, whose meaning and power is remarkable.
In the book of the prophet Ezekiel, God commanded his
messenger to mark with the Hebrew letter tav (written as
a “T” or “+” or “X”) the foreheads of they “who sigh and
groan over all the abominations” being committed in the
holy city of Jerusalem. God will save only those whom he
sees with this mark (Ez 9:4ff). For our part, we have been
saved by the cross of Christ. Now in Lent, as a sign of our
sorrow over our sins and abominations, God’s messenger
marks us with the sign of Christ’s cross, that God may see
us so marked and be merciful to us.
It puzzles me to see people outside of church that day
wearing their ashen cross as a sort of badge of honor,
even with a certain sense of pride. It perplexes me, too,
how few people are able to explain to others why they are
so marked, able perhaps only to mutter a few words
about it being the start of Lent and that this is what
Catholics have always done.
To wear an ashen cross is to be liberated. In the Old
Testament, tav became the seal of God’s ownership. So an
ashen cross on the forehead of a Christian becomes the
sign of one’s desire to belong to Christ and to be in right
relationships—with God, with one’s self, with others and
with creation. On Ash Wednesday, at the beginning of
Lent, one is marked with an ashen cross imposed by the
blackened thumb of the priest, deacon or minister. On
Good Friday, at Lent’s end, we pray that the diffused light
of God’s justice and mercy imprint the cross on our minds
and hearts. Then on Easter with Jesus let us rise from the
tomb and the waters of baptism, that God’s righteousness
may be fulfilled and intimacy with God restored.
“The justice of God has been manifested through faith
in Jesus Christ” (Rom 3:21-22).
Msgr. Edward Buelt, J.C.L., is pastor of Our Lady of
Loreto Church in Foxfield. He has a licentiate in canon law
degree.
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Weather doesn’t dampen students’ liturgy
BY JOHN GLEASON

The Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception resonated with the clear voices of
more than 500 10- and 11-yearold students the cold, slushy
morning of Feb. 19 as schools
came together for the annual
Fifth Grade Liturgy.
The wet weather didn’t dampen the spirits of those gathered
inside the cathedral. Carrying
banners
representing
18
Catholic schools from the
Archdiocese of Denver, students
processed into the church
singing “Christ, Be Our Light”
led by a student choir from
Sacred Heart of Jesus School in
Boulder.
The liturgy, which is celebrated by a bishop, is held each year
at this time. Due to the large
number of students, a second
Mass will be celebrated on
March 12.
The idea to celebrate an annual Mass for fifth-graders was
started by Cardinal J. Francis
Stafford when he was archbishop of Denver. Fifth-graders
were selected because they’re
mature enough to engage in
conversation.
Auxiliary Bishop James D.
Conley was the main celebrant
at the Feb. 19 Mass, which was
concelebrated by other priests
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CATHOLIC students line up to receive Communion from Denver
Auxiliary Bishop James D. Conley.
of the archdiocese. During his
homily, he spoke about the importance of fasting during Lent.
“Fasting is very important to
us in our faith,” he told the students. “You’ll find fasting mentioned in both the Old and New
Testaments. Jesus went into the
desert to fast for 40 days before
beginning his life’s work.”
Eleven-year
old
Connor
Clancy, a fifth-grader from St.
Mary School in Greeley proclaimed one of the Scripture
readings for the Mass. He told
the Denver Catholic Register the
Fifth Grade Liturgy is a great
idea.

Purity programs for youths set
Programs presenting an allencompassing, timely and sensible look at chastity for young
people today will be offered in
the Denver Archdiocese in the
coming days and weeks.
All mothers and daughters are
invited to attend the 2010
Catholic Mother-Daughter program, a delightful afternoon of
discovering the real beauty of
being a female-bodied image of
God. The program, which is led
by consecrated laywoman
Celeste Thomas, has enjoyed
enthusiastic success in past
years as it provides a springboard for moms and daughters
to talk openly and frankly about
God’s plan for authentic love
and living a holy life.
Among the many topics covered at the event are an overview
of female body changes occurring during puberty; information on hygiene, diet and exercise; the good and bad of our

“networked” culture; modesty,
peer pressure, dating and help
in understanding what true love
is.
The program will be held from
1 p.m.-4 p.m. Feb. 28 for girls
ages 13-16 in Bonfils Hall at the
John Paul II Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Cost for the
event is $20 per family, which includes all materials and refreshments. To reserve your space,
call 303-758-6374 and leave a
message with your name, phone
number and number of attendees. Payment is made at the
time of the program.
St. Thomas More Parish will
host the Ain’t Misbehavin’ purity rally from 3 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
Feb. 28. The rally is sponsored by
the youth ministry program at
the parish. The event will include skits, talks and videos,
praise and worship, and Mass.
All participants will receive purity rings and cards as souvenirs

“(Catholic school) students go
to Mass a lot,” he said, “but here
we have kids from all over. It’s
special that we can get together
and pray with the bishop.”
At the conclusion of the Mass,
Bishop Conley acknowledged all
the parents who attended as
well as all the principals and
pastors who were part of the celebration. He then passed out
crosses to all the students, suggesting that they wear them
every day.
“I encourage you to look at
these crosses often,” he said,
“and when you do, remember
how much Jesus loves you.”
of the day. The rally is open to
all students in grades seven to 12
and costs just $15 per person,
which includes dinner. Ain’t
Misbehavin’ will be held in the
parish center, 8035 S. Quebec St.
in Centennial. Space is limited.
For reservations, call 303-2203388 Ext. 1 or visit online at
stthomasmore.org/youth-ministry.
A program for fathers and sons
called Authentic Manhood, will
be held from 1 p.m.-4 p.m.
March 14 at the John Paul II
Center in Denver. For the past
20 years, this program, geared
toward young men ages 10-14,
has presented a brief overview of
male bodily changes that occur
during puberty as well as a positive and thoroughly Catholic
presentation about chastity, purity and the meaning of true love.
Cost of the day is $20, which includes materials and refreshments. The John Paul II Center is
located at 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver. Call 303-758-6374 for
reservations.
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A Priest’s Chalice: Mentor’s chalice charged with meaning
On May 25, 1958, Father Perry
Dodds was ordained a priest for
the Diocese of Boise, Idaho. He recently had finished his seminary
studies at St. Thomas Seminary in
Denver. For his ordination his parents gave to him a gold-plated,
Romanesque chalice and paten
made in Holland. Around the base
of the chalice are the words of St.
Paul from Philippians 2:8:
“Obediens usque ad mortem”
(Obedient unto death). Father
Dodds used this chalice daily until
his death in 2009.
When I was 11years old, Father

Dodds began his pastorate at my uled for 12:10 p.m., a profound
home parish, St. Edward the experience that awakened my
Confessor in Twin Falls, Idaho. soul to a priestly vocation.
Some time after gradFor the years to come I
uating from high school,
grew to love Father
I moved away from Twin
Dodds and enjoyed
Falls but I would return
serving his Mass. At
on a regular basis to visit
every Mass we servers
family and friends. As a
would prepare his beaucollege student and later
tiful chalice, placing the
as a seminarian I would
purificator, host and
serve his Mass in the pripall on top, and carry it
vate chapel of his apartto the sanctuary. This
chalice accompanied FR. GARY SELIN ment during his retirement years. Finally as a
him in his subsequent
assignment to a country parish priest I had the joy and privilege of
and into retirement. I still re- concelebrating Mass with him.
member the daily Mass, sched- Father Dodds continued to use the

Hospice benefit to honor founder
BY JOHN GLEASON

A tireless worker who cared as
much for those who had nothing
as she did for her own family will
herself be honored next month at
the 10th annual Soup for the Soul
gala to benefit Porter Hospice and
St. Anthony Hospice.
More than 800 people are expected to take part and sample
soups from some of Denver’s
swankiest restaurants, as well as to
pay tribute to Marie Sevier, who
died last April.
One of the founders of Hospice
of Peace, Sevier will be recognized
as the 2010 Award of Courage recipient, given to those who have
handled themselves with grace
and dignity and who have inspired
others along the way. She was a
person who always seemed to be
putting other people before herself, according to her daughter
Megan Fante.
“Mom was very much about the
poor—about those who have
nothing,” she said. “All of us children learned that from the time we
were little. Mom was never afraid
to go out and tackle things that
others might shy away from.
Trained as a nurse she was a natural caregiver, and one day she
thought it was a good idea to start

a hospice. And as it happened, it
turned out to be the first one in
Denver.”
Marie Sevier and her husband
Ted had 11 children. She organized the Food Bank Coalition in
1974, which provided emergency
food through 17 distribution centers to nearly 10,000 families. She
was chairwoman for Share Bread
Colorado and initiated the
Christian Family Movement in the
Archdiocese of Denver.
In 2008, Marie was diagnosed
with cancer and eventually ended
up in the hospice program she had
started more than 20 years ago.
Ted Sevier, who retired from the
sporting goods industry, now
works as a volunteer for the
Archdiocese of Denver’s Pastoral
Center. He said he couldn’t be
more proud of his late wife or the
honor being bestowed on her.
“I don’t believe you could sum
her up in just a few words,” he said.
“She did so much for so many people, whatever she put her mind to.
Marie could raise money, get people organized, set up a food bank
in our garage—whatever needed
to be done, she got done.”
Stacie Schubert is chairwoman
of this year’s event. She said that in
addition to hosting a fine array of
Denver’s best bistros in support of

a good cause, the organization is
proud to focus on someone who
gave so tirelessly of herself for
years.
“On this 10th anniversary of
Soup for the Soul, we wanted to
honor someone who’s had such a
notable impact on our community,
and Marie did just that,” she said.
In addition to the soup sampling, attendees to the event can
take part in a silent auction featuring works of art by many local and
nationally known artists.
Founded in 1984, Hospice of
Peace began home hospice services and became the first licensed
hospice in Colorado. Ten years
later, Provenant Community Care
set up Hospice of Peace as a corporation owned by Provenant and
Catholic Charities. In 2007,
Hospice of Peace changed its
name to St. Anthony Hospice and
continues to this day as the only
Catholic hospice in the city. And it
started from one woman’s idea.
“I don’t know what motivated
her about the hospice,” Fante said.
“She simply wanted it to be
Catholic and she wanted to care
for the dying.”
Soup for the Soul is set 5:30 p.m.9 p.m. March 18 at the Sheraton
Denver Downtown Hotel, 1550
Court Place. Tickets are $95.
Purchase online at SoupfortheSoul
Denver.org or by calling 303-7157612.

chalice given to him by his parents
at his ordination in 1958.
These Masses were
always scheduled for
12:10 p.m.
In
2009
Father
Dodds became deathly ill
due to kidney failure and
other ailments. At one point
he could no longer offer
Mass, but in his bed of pain
he offered his sufferings
to the Triune God. On
May 17, 2009,
Father Dodds offered up his soul to
Jesus Christ in the last
priestly offering of his earthly life.

Father Gary Selin
is a formation director at St. John
Vianney Theological
Seminary in Denver.

Local pastor one of 10 to earn NCEA Award
BY JULIE FILBY

Father Brian Morrow, pastor at
St. John the Baptist in Longmont, is
one of only 10 pastors selected nationwide by the National Catholic
Education Association for the annual Distinguished Pastor Award.
The award is given to a pastor to
honor his support to Catholic elementary education. The criteria include providing spiritual guidance
to the school community; engaging in school activities and community financial support, and
working closely with the board,
parents and administration.
“I’m honored, surprised and
very grateful to be a part of this
wonderful community of St.
John’s,” Father Morrow said. “This
award is not just about me—but
about all the people who make our
school such an exceptional, faithfilled environment for our children.”
Principal Julie Rossi said Father
Morrow was nominated based on
his dedication to Catholic schools
and ability to engage both the
parish and school for the betterment of the entire community.
“He knows the sacrifices families
make to send their children to
Catholic schools,” she said. “And
diligently works to ensure we are
not only an active faith communi-

ty but a successful academic community as well.”
Father Morrow has served at St.
John the Baptist since 1999. He was
nominated for the pastor award by
Rossi, a teacher from St. John the
Baptist School, a school board
member and an alumni parent.
In her nomination letter, longtime parishioner and pastoral
council member at St. John’s,
Eileen Cavanaugh, commended
Father Morrow, who she said came
to the school at a time when it was
struggling financially and academically.
“Enrollment was down, and
morale was low,” she wrote.
“Father immediately became
proactive in addressing the situation to ensure the school would remain a vital and thriving aspect of
his new parish.”
In 2001, Father Morrow successfully led the $4 million “Share the
Vision” capital improvement project to expand and renovate the
1926 school building. The project
improved
the
school
by
adding12,000-feet of classroom
space, updated air conditioning
and heating systems, new playground equipment and a state-ofthe-art gymnasium.
Cavanaugh described Father

See Award, Page 11
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BY FATHER GARY SELIN

The time of his death? Precisely
12:10 p.m., the time of his daily
Mass.
Father Dodds bequeathed his
chalice to me and I am overjoyed
to continue to use it
for the greater glory
of God and for the
salvation of souls. In
God’s ineffable providence, I use this chalice for
holy Mass in our seminary
chapel where Father Dodds
prayed as a seminarian
more than 50 years ago.

‘YEAR FOR PRIESTS’ DAILY PRAYER CALENDAR
Please pray for the following priests on the indicated days,
in honor of the Year for Priests:
WEDNESDAY

24

FEB.

THURSDAY

25

FRIDAY

26

Upcoming Events
‘Year for Priests’ Prayer Vigil: March 6 / ‘Year for Priests’ Holy Hour: March 15
For more information and other resources go to www.archden.org/yearforpriests

SATURDAY

27

FR. ROBERT
HEHN

FR. ROBERT
HALTER

FR. ROBERT
REYCRAFT

MSGR. ROBERT
KINKEL

Ordination: 5-25-63

Ordination: 6-26-70

Ordination: 5-31-75

Ordination: 5-30-70

SUNDAY

28

MONDAY

1

MARCH

TUESDAY

2

FR. ROBERT
BREUNIG

FR. ROBERT
MEZNAR

FR. ROBERT
DEROUEN

Died Oct. 15

Ordination: 6-4-60

Ordination: 6-16-54

Pray for the repose of his soul.
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL
The Vatican and the Russians
In late 2009, the Holy See and the Russian Federation agreed to
full diplomatic relations at the ambassadorial level, bringing the
total of such exchanges to 178—a remarkable achievement, considering that, in 1978, the Holy See had full diplomatic relations with
only 84 states. Less than a hundred years after the Entente powers
banned the Holy See from the post-World War I peace conference
by a secret clause in the Treaty of London that brought Italy into the
war on the side of Great Britain and France, the Holy See—the juridical embodiment of the ministry of the Bishop of Rome as universal pastor of the Catholic Church—is fully engaged in the complex worlds-within-worlds of international diplomacy.
Those complexities just became, well, more complex, thanks to
some distinctive features of contemporary Russian history and one
long-standing feature of Russian culture. The latter is the close relationship between the Russian Orthodox patriarchate of Moscow
and the Kremlin, which has endured through czars, commissars,
and now presidents and prime ministers; the former involves the
strange post-Cold War situation of Russia.
To say that Russia has never comes to grips with the legacy of 74
years of communism is to understate the problem. Lenin’s
mummy—the ghastly relic of one of the 20th century’s greatest
mass murderers—remains on display for the veneration of the obtuse and the confused in Red Square. Parades celebrating the birthday of Stalin, whose homicidal record topped Lenin’s, are not uncommon. Documentary film-makers who dare to tell the truth
about communism’s depredations are burned in effigy. History is rewritten in order to mask, even deny, the horrors of the GULAG system (which, as Anne Applebaum demonstrated in her Pulitzer
Prize-winning book, was not an accidental feature of Stalinism but
an essential component of Stalinist “economics”).
Vladimir Putin, the true center of power in Russia despite having
been compelled to trade the presidency for the office of prime minister, has made it clear that he is not satisfied with a Russia shrunk
to the country’s size at the time of Peter the Great. Yet neither Putin
nor his successor as president, Dmitry Medvedev, seems much interested in dealing with Russia’s colossal demographic and public
health problems, which include a rapidly shriveling native population (thanks to catastrophically low birth rates and declining life expectancy, both exacerbated by environmental degradation and
rampant alcoholism). Meanwhile, Russia’s “market” economy resembles a Mafia operation rather more than the “free economy” of
which John Paul II wrote in Centesimus Annus.
The flashpoints in Putin’s efforts to reconstitute the old Soviet
“near abroad” as de facto or de iure parts of a Greater Russia are
clear: the Caucasus, central Asia, and Ukraine. Ukraine is the strategic key to all the rest; without Ukraine, Russia cannot be a superpower. One of the chief repositories of Ukrainian national consciousness is the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, Byzantine in its
liturgical life and polity but in full communion with Rome. Declared
illegal under communism (in a brutal 1946 maneuver aided and
abetted by the Russian Orthodox Church), the Greek Catholic
Church of Ukraine was the world’s largest underground religious
community for four and a half decades. Its flourishing after communism, and its dedication to building a Ukraine that models the free
and virtuous society proposed by Catholic social doctrine, is one of
the most heartening stories unfolding in the former Soviet Union.
Vatican diplomats and ecumenists have had their difficulties with
the Ukrainian Greek Catholic cause—in part because of Ukrainian
passions and indiscretions, but also because of a tendency to bend
over backwards towards the Russian Orthodox patriarchate of
Moscow for ecumenical reasons. But now comes the diplomatic
rub. There is little reason to think that the patriarchate of Moscow
will be anything but a willing, indeed enthusiastic, partner in any effort by the Russian state to reconstitute Greater Russia. If, at some
point, Putin & Co. try to ingest a large chunk of eastern Ukraine, the
Holy See’s diplomats are going to face an enormous challenge, with
grave implications for internal Catholic unity, ecumenism and international relations.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Feb. 28: Second Sunday in Lent
Scripture readings:
• Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18
• Psalm 27:1, 7-9, 13-14
• Philippians 3:17 – 4:1
• Luke 9:28-36
Overview: The first reading recounts the Covenant between
God and Abram. God tells Abram
to “count the stars if you can … so
shall your descendents be” (vs. 5).
It’s important to note that a few
verses later the narrative continues: “As the sun was going down
….” thus indicating that Abram
was to told to count the stars during the day. Even though Abram
couldn’t see them, the stars were
there. At 99 years old, Abram
couldn’t see how he could have
any descendents. Nevertheless he
believed God “who credited it to
him as an act of righteousness.”
The second reading is closely related to the Gospel as St. Paul talks

about the transformation that
awaits us when the Lord will
change “our lowly body to conform with his glorified body.” Like
Abraham we can’t see how this
will happen, but our faith assures
us that it will be so. The
Transfiguration in this week’s
Gospel is reminiscent of Moses on
Mount Sinai, when “the skin of his
face shone” (Ex 34:29). Only Luke
describes Jesus’ passion as his
“exodus.” That Jesus took Peter,
James and John with him up the
mountain just as Moses took
Aaron, Nadab and Abihu up
Mount Sinai underscores the connection. Jesus is the fulfillment of
the law and the prophets, represented by Moses and Elijah. The
entire Old Testament points to
Christ. As the “Catechism of the
Catholic Church” says, “Through
the prophets God forms his people in the hope of salvation, in the
expectation of a new and everlasting Covenant intended for all, to
be written on their hearts” (No.
64).
Key verse: “Moses and Elijah appeared in glory and spoke of his exodus that he was going to accomplish in Jerusalem” (Lk 9:30-31).

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The sounds of silence

Weigel right this time

I applaud and thank George
Weigel (Feb. 3 DCR) for his leadership in addressing the disruptive
behavior of adults and children at
Mass. The degradation of the Mass
environment has been progressively increasing over the past
many decades. This pervasive lack
of respect for others and the selfcentered focus of many of the
post-1950s generations permeate
most public venues including
churches, schools, museums,
businesses, shopping malls, highways, public transportation, sports
events, theaters, the floor of
Congress, etc. Especially bothersome is the lack of fortitude of our
leadership to help rectify the situation, apparently for fear of offending or alienating. Yet there is reason
for hope: I am impressed by the
numerous teenagers and adults
who hold doors for me, raise funds
for worthy causes and make sacrifices for others. Just contemplate
what genuine leadership might accomplish by establishing an aura
of civility.
Noel W. Hinners
Littleton

While I rarely agree with any of
Mr. Weigel’s mostly political
columns, his comments on the
sounds of silence made one excellent point. The time before Mass
should indeed be a quiet period,
without all the chatter, to allow
parishioners to prepare themselves mentally and spiritually. As
an opinion, it is also not a time to
have such things as the rosary,
novenas, devotions, litanies or
choir practice. Let us rediscover
the sounds of silence.
Gordon Hadlow
Fort Collins

“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “For a moment Jesus discloses his divine glory, confirming
Peter’s confession. He also reveals
that he will have to go by the way of
the cross at Jerusalem in order to
‘enter into his glory.’ Moses and
Elijah had seen God’s glory on the
mountain; the law and the
Prophets had announced the
Messiah’s sufferings” (No. 555).
Pope Benedict XVI: “Moses and
Elijah appear and talk with Jesus.
Their topic of conversation is the
Cross. Jesus’ cross is an Exodus: a
departure from this life, a passage
through the ‘Red Sea’ of the
Passion and a transition into
glory—a glory, however, that forever bears the mark of Jesus’
wounds” (“Jesus of Nazareth”).
Life application: Jesus revealed
his glory to Peter, James and John
to show them that the “exodus” he
was to undergo in Jerusalem
would not end in destruction, but
glory. At the beginning of our
Lenten journey we are given a foretaste of Easter which sustains us
on the way. The way to the
Promised Land passes by way of
the Cross. In the vision of His glory
is our hope.
Our parish has converted its tiny
cry room into an adoration chapel,
leaving little space for little ones to
move around. Neither does our
parish offer nursery services during Mass, nor Sunday school or a
“children’s church” during any of
our six weekend Masses. What’s a
Catholic mom to do? Many of my
Protestant friends’ churches make
a point of welcoming families with
small children. My kids are the future of the Catholic Church.
Maybe it’s time our parishes and
parishioners recognize that.
Lori Hvizda Ward
Loveland

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

Welcome families
I was hurt by George Weigel’s column (Feb. 3 DCR) regarding the importance of silence during Mass. I,
too, appreciate a quiet, prayerful
hour in church and though my children are now old enough to understand the importance of this as well,
I find his attitude toward “squawking kids” rather un-Christian. I did
take my kids out of the body of the
church “when they started caterwauling” and often left them home
with Dad, while I attended Mass.

Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number. We
rely on our readers to recognize that the
opinions expressed in letters to the editor
are those of the author and are not
necessarily those of the Archdiocese of
Denver. Letters containing plainly
misstated facts, misinformation or libelous
statements will not be printed. Unsigned
letters will not be printed. Letters will be
edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-715-2045.
E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Feb. 25: Colorado Catholic Conference Board of Governors meeting, Denver (10 a.m.)
Feb. 26: Living the Catholic Faith Conference, Colorado Convention Center, Denver (8 a.m.)
Feb. 28: Rites of Election, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (2:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.); Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
March 1: Speaker, Houston Baptist University, Houston (7:30 p.m.)
March 2: Speaker, University of St. Thomas, Houston (noon)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Feb. 25: Colorado Catholic Conference Board of Governors meeting, Denver (10 a.m.)
Feb. 26: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Living the Catholic Faith Conference, Colorado Convention Center, Denver (9 a.m.)
Feb. 27: Mass, Living the Catholic Faith Conference, Colorado Convention Center, Denver (8 a.m.)
Feb. 28: Mass, Mother of God Parish (7 a.m. and 8:30 a.m.)
March 1: Mass for seminarians and faculty, Christ the King Chapel, JPII Center (12:10 p.m.)
March 2: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Read Across America Day, St. Catherine of Siena School (10 a.m.)
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THE CATEQUIZ’EM
The country of Haiti
shares the island of
Hispaniola with a
country named for a
saint; who is that
saint?
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON

5. The majority religion is
Catholicism. As well as Protestant
groups, there is a widespread adherence to:
a. Voodoo;
b. Shinto;
c. Patois de Dieu.
6. The Church was fairly stable in
Haiti until this event, which
rocked the colony’s motherland:
a. The war of the Spanish
Obsession;
b. The French Revolution;
c. The Franco-Prussian war.

This quiz looks at the Church in
Haiti.
1. The country of Haiti shares the island of Hispaniola with a country
named for a saint; who is that
saint?
a. St. Martin (Marten);

7. Then there was a slave uprising
led by a man with a name which
conjures up images of “All
Saints.” Who was he?

Rites
From Page 1
into the Catholic Church. The 69year-old mother of four was
brought up in the Christian
Science Church but stopped attending services while still a youth.
She was married in the
Episcopalian Church but described her participation in that
church as sporadic at best. When
one of her daughters went through
intensive chemotherapy and, later,
a bone marrow transplant,
Granfell thought the world might
be crashing down on her.
“I was told to be strong, that I really had to believe,” she said. “But I
was unprepared for spirituality.
Still I knew what I needed was a
firm belief and faith. I couldn’t get
that without the Church—I could-

n’t get that on my own.”
Through a friend she found out
about St. Thomas More and the
RCIA program. She is now looking
forward to the Rite of Election as
well as being baptized during the
Easter Vigil at the end of Lent.
“Let me tell you, the Holy Spirit
just picked me up and put me on
this road,” she said. “I’m proud of
what I’m doing for my soul because it’s been waiting a long
time.”
St. Thomas More Director of
Catechesis Jere Allen said Granfell’s
story is compelling, but not
unique. She said that each of the
more than 60 candidates and catechumens at the parish have deep
personal reasons for wanting to
come into the Church.
“There’s no doubt, this is a significant change in their lives,” she
said.

a. Toussaint L’Ouverture;
b. Alle Santen Du Ciel;
c. Eduoard Saints Dieu.

b. St. Croix (Cross);
c. St. Domingo (Dominic).
2. The western part of the island,
Haiti, for most of its colonial history
belonged to this Catholic country:

8. Violence got so bad that one
leading churchman, Pere Viriot,
who was the apostolic prefect
was:
a. Recalled to France;

b. France;

b. Enslaved as a lesson to other
whites;

c. Spain.

c. Was murdered.

3. This was one of three founding
dioceses and eventually, for a time,
the only one:
b. Haute Haitian;

9. Eventually an agreement between the Haitian government
and the Catholic Church settled
matters down considerably. This,
and agreements like it, are often
referred as:

c. Concepción de la Cuba.

a. Papal Bulls;

a. Portugal;

a. Santo Domingo;

b. Concordats;
4. Early missions in the island were
led mainly by these two orders:

c. Encyclicals.

a. The Byzantines and the
Maritimes;
ANSWERS: 1.c, 2.b, 3.a, 4.b, 5.a,
6.b, 7.a, 8.c, 9.b

b. The Dominicans and Capuchins;
c. The Essenes and the Cajunites.

Parishes offer Lenten penance services
Many
parishes
in
the
Archdiocese of Denver are offering Lenten reconciliation services
for several penitents. A list of upcoming services for the week of
Feb. 28 to March 4 is below.
Unless otherwise indicated, the
service will be in held in English.
A full list of penance services
through Lent may be found at
www.archden.org/lent.
Feb. 28: noon, bilingual, St.
Joseph, Denver, 303-534-4408
March 1: 6 p.m., St. Cajetan,
Denver, 303-922-6306
March 1: 7 p.m., bilingual, St.
Clare of Assisi, Edwards, 970-9262821
March 3: 6 p.m., Spanish, St.
Cajetan, Denver, 303-922-6306
March 3: 7 p.m., bilingual, St.
Therese, Aurora, 303-344-0132
March 3: 7 p.m., St. Anthony,
Sterling, 970-522-6422
March 4: 6 p.m., bilingual, Our
Lady of Grace, Denver, 303-297-

SPECIALIZING IN SERIOUS BODILY INJURY

~

WRONGFUL DEATH

~ AUTO ,

TRUCK OR MOTORCYCLE COLLISIONS

~

ON -THE - JOB INJURY

Justice

“Let us have faith that right makes might, and in that faith,
let us, to the end, dare to do our duty as we understand it.”
- Abraham Lincoln

Pursuing

I am proud to represent injured people, and the survivors of those whose lives have
been wasted by the carelessness of others. My duty is to make sure that these innocent
victims get the full measure of justice the law allows.
For the past 23 years, it has been my privilege to be on the
right side of serious injury and death cases throughout Colorado.
I have had the benefit of representing honorable people from all
walks of life who have had their lives turned upside down by a
serious injury or wrongful death. From the single mom cleaning
bathrooms to support her young children to the physician who
MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

~

DEFECTIVE PRODUCTS

~

was left disabled by someone's carelessness, I have had the privilege of standing
up against insurance companies to fight for fine people who have been wronged.
I agree with Abe Lincoln. Right makes might. But at our firm we don’t just
rely on the fact that we are on the right side of the case. We have a high-powered
firm of very experienced lawyers and staff who are equipped with the cutting
edge technology and other resources necessary to successfully resolve cases of
the largest magnitude.
If you are in need of this type of
help, please feel free to give me a call.

INSURANCE CLAIMS

~

AV I AT I O N A C C I D E N T S

~

RAILROAD ACCIDENTS

Caplis & Deasy, LLC ~ 4600 S. Syracuse, Suite 500 ~ Denver, CO 80237 ~ 303-770-5551 or toll free 1-800-204-1110
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Momentum builds to cancel international debt owed by Haiti BRIEFS
Catholic hospital cuts
staff, reduces salaries
in effort to stay open

WASHINGTON (CNS)—It took a
major earthquake, but momentum is building to cancel all of the
remaining debt that Haiti has
taken on from several international financial institutions. The yearslong effort by organizations such
as the Jubilee USA Network and
the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops to convince the institutions to relieve Haiti of its debt got
a boost Feb. 5 when Treasury
Secretary Timothy Geithner announced that the U.S. would work
with its worldwide partners to see
that the impoverished Caribbean
nation’s indebtedness was forgivCNS PHOTO/IVAN ALVARADO, REUTERS

HAITIANS line up during a food distribution at the Cite Soleil neighborhood of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Feb. 15.
en. Geithner’s announcement followed an earlier statement from
Dominique Strauss-Kahn, managing director of the International
Monetary Fund, who said Jan. 20
that the IMF would discuss with
donors ways to “delete all the
Haitian debt.” The actions are significant because Haiti must focus
all of its financial resources toward
recovery and rebuilding large segments of the country that were de-

stroyed during the Jan. 12 earthquake, said Melinda St. Louis, associate director of the Jubilee USA
Network, a coalition of more than
75 religious denominations and
faith communities, human rights,
environmental and labor organizations focusing on the biblical
concept of debt forgiveness.
Geithner’s announcement “is a
very positive step,” St. Louis told
Catholic News Service. “Having
their support is critical. We do have
that high-level political commitment and we do consider that a
victory.”

NEW YORK (CNS)—In an effort
to stabilize its hemorrhaging finances and keep its doors open,
the only Catholic acute-care hospital in New York laid off 300 workers,
cut executive salaries by 25 percent
and won temporary wage concessions from its two largest unions.
St. Vincent’s Hospital, a 160-yearold institution in Manhattan’s
Greenwich Village neighborhood,
is more than $700 million in debt
and is using borrowed money to
meet its weekly payroll obligations.
The hospital is the central component of St. Vincent Catholic
Medical Centers, which is sponsored by the Sisters of Charity and
the Diocese of Brooklyn. St.
Vincent’s is racing against the
clock. On Feb. 3 New York Gov.
David Paterson established a task
force of hospital leaders, commercial lenders and local officials and
gave it four weeks to develop a plan
to keep the hospital open. On Feb.
11 St. Vincent’s chief restructuring
officer, Mark Toney, announced
temporary salary reductions of up
to 25 percent for executives, medical staff leaders, directors, managers, physicians and nonunion
personnel. He also said restructuring advisers were taking a 15 percent cut in their fee and that pension benefits and retirement con-

tributions for nonunion employees would be temporarily frozen.

Pope to canonize Mary
MacKillop, Andre
Bessette Oct. 17
VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope
Benedict XVI will create six new
saints Oct. 17, including Blessed
Mary MacKillop, who will be
Australia’s first saint, and the
Canadian Blessed Andre Bessette,
who will be the first saint of the
Holy Cross Brothers. The pope announced the date for the canonization ceremony at the end of
what is known as an ordinary public consistory, a very formal ceremony opened and closed with
prayer, during which cardinals
present in Rome express their support of the pope’s decision to create new saints. Archbishop Angelo
Amato, prefect of the Congregation
for Saints’ Causes, read brief biographies of the six in Latin. Blessed
MacKillop, founder of the Sisters of
St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart, was
born Jan. 15, 1842, in Fitzroy near
Melbourne; she died in Sydney
Aug. 8, 1909. Blessed Bessette
founded St. Joseph’s Oratory of
Mount Royal in Montreal and was
known for his intense piety, famed
for miraculous cures and praised
for his dedication to building the
shrine to honor St. Joseph. The
others to be canonized Oct. 17 are:
Blessed
Stanislaw
Soltys
Kazimierczyk, a Polish-born member of the Canons Regular of the
Lateran, who lived 1433-1489;
Blessed Juana Josefa Cipitria
Barriola of Spain, who founded the
Daughters of Jesus; Blessed Giulia
Salzano, the Italian founder of the
Catechetical Sisters of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus; and Blessed Camilla
Battista Varano, an Italian Poor
Clare who lived 1458-1524.

‘Hurt Locker,’ ‘Glee’
top Catholics in Media
Associates award list
LOS ANGELES (CNS)—The new
Fox musical-comedy series “Glee”
and the Oscar-nominated film
“The Hurt Locker” have been
named two of the top honorees of
the 17th annual Catholics in Media
Associates awards. Sister Rose
Pacatte, a Daughter of St. Paul who
has written extensively about film,
has been chosen to receive the
group’s Board of Directors Award.
The awards were announced Feb.
15 in Los Angeles. “The Hurt
Locker,” nominated for best picture, follows an Army explosive
ordnance disposal team as they
defuse bombs, dealing with the
threat of insurgency and the growing tensions which develop among
their unit. The screenplay was written by Mark Boal, who was embedded with a real bomb squad. “Glee”
focuses on a Spanish teacher who
becomes director of a glee club at a
fictional Midwest high school and
who hopes to restore it to its former glory. It was selected “because
of its beautiful and kind heart,”
said Catholics in Media Associates
member and screenwriter Brian
Oppenheimer in a statement.
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Apologist Hahn gets Servant of the Word Award
On Feb. 12, Catholic apologistauthor Scott Hahn received the
Servant of the Word Award from
the Denver Catholic Biblical
School for his work in promoting
Scripture study among Catholics.
Hahn is a professor of theology
and Scripture at Franciscan
University of Steubenville, where
he founded and directs the St. Paul
Center for Biblical Theology. The
event, which took place at St. Mark
Parish in Westminster, started with
a Mass. Archbishop Charles
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., served as the
principal celebrant; five other
priests concelebrated the liturgy.
At the banquet and silent auction,
the archbishop addressed the 300
in attendance, saying not a week
goes by that he doesn’t consult
something that Hahn has written
as he prepares a talk or homily.
The next day, 635 people attended

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

CATHOLIC apologist Scott Hahn, left, accepts the Catholic Biblical
School’s 2010 Servant of the Word Award from school director Ben Akers.
Hahn’s daylong workshop titled Centennial. “The Biblical School
“The Letter and the Spirit: The would like to thank all those who
Relationship between the Bible made these events such a success,”
and the Liturgy” held at St. said Ben Akers, director of the
Thomas
More
Parish
in Biblical School.

The wisdom of ‘Humanae Vitae’
This is Part 1 of a December 2009
blog posting. Part 2 will run in next
week’s Denver Catholic Register.
BY MSGR. CHARLES POPE

A generation has passed since
the publication of the boldly pastoral and prophetic encyclical
“Humanae Vitae,” which upheld
the ancient ban on the use of artificial contraception. Perhaps no
teaching of the Church causes the
world to scoff more than our
teaching against artificial contraception. The eyes of so many,
Catholics among them, roll and
the scoffing begins: Unrealistic!
Out of touch! Uncompassionate!
Silly! You’ve got to be kidding!
The Lord Jesus had an answer
to those who ridiculed him in a
similar way:
“To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling out to others, ‘We played the
flute for you, and you did not

dance; we sang a dirge and you did
not mourn.’ For John came neither
eating nor drinking, and they say,
‘He has a demon.’ The Son of Man
came eating and drinking, and
they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors
and sinners.‘ But time will prove
where wisdom lies” (Mt 11:16-18).
Indeed, time does prove where
wisdom lies. Some 40 or more
years after widespread acceptance
of contraception set in how have
we done? Perhaps it is best to review some of the “promises” that
contraceptive advocates made,
then review the prophecies of Paul
VI. Then let’s review the record,
looking at the “fruits” of contraception.
The promises of the contraception advocates:
1. Happier marriages and lower
divorce rates since couples could
have all the sex they wanted without “fear” of pregnancy.
2. Lower abortion rates since
there would be far fewer “un-

wanted” children.
3. Greater dignity for women
who will no longer be “bound” by
their reproductive system.
4. More recently contraceptive
advocates have touted the medical
benefits of preventing STDs (sexually transmitted diseases) and
AIDS.
What were some of the concerns and predictions made by
Pope Paul VI? (All of these are
quotes from “Humanae Vitae”)
1. Consider how easily this
course of action could open wide
the way for marital infidelity (HV
17).
2. A general lowering of moral
standards. Not much experience is
needed to be fully aware of human
weakness and to understand that
human beings—and especially the
young, who are so exposed to
temptation—need incentives to
keep the moral law, and it is an evil
thing to make it easy for them to
break that law (HV 17).
3. Another effect that gives cause
for alarm is that a man who grows
accustomed to the use of contraceptive methods may forget the
reverence due to a woman, and,
disregarding her physical and
emotional equilibrium, reduce her
to being a mere instrument for the
satisfaction of his own desires, no
longer considering her as his partner whom he should surround
with care and affection (HV 17).
4. Who will prevent public authorities from…impos[ing] their
use on everyone (HV 17).
So, 40 years later, who had the
wisdom to see? The world or the
Church?
In next week’s column, we’ll
consider some of the data.
Msgr. Charles Pope is pastor of
Holy Comforter-St. Cyprian Parish
on Capitol Hill in Washington,
D.C., and blogs for the Archdiocese
of Washington’s “Maybe It’s God”
blog at http://blog.adw.org. This
blog posting is reprinted with permission.
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Family steps forward in faith to start company Award
BY JULIE FILBY

One evening during their daily
Gospel reflection, Joseph and
Siobhan Nye meditated on the
passage “Do not be afraid” (Lk
2:10). For weeks the couple had
been discerning whether Joe
should start his own engineering firm—leaving the security of
a reputable firm and a comfortable salary.
That was January 2008. The
next day they began praying the
Seven Sorrows and Seven Joys of
St. Joseph, the patron saint of
engineers.
“We realized about five weeks
through (the devotion) that the
only thing keeping us from starting the business was fear,”
Siobhan said. “We decided to take
the plunge and trust in the Lord.”
In April 2008, Joe founded St.
Joseph’s Consulting Engineers.
The
company,
based
in
Glenwood Springs, provides
water and wastewater engineering services including treatment, distribution, collection
and storage, as well as construction management consulting.
The firm stands for the dignity
of the person—with its highest
priorities being to honor God,
serve clients and give back to
charities.
“I’m not looking for St.
Joseph’s Consulting Engineers to
be just another business concerned with profits, egos and
prestige,” said Joe, a civil/environmental engineer for 15 years.
“I want it to be a company that
provides for my family—and a
tool to do God’s will.
“If we are truly open to his
will, I firmly believe that we can
give back to his children
through this company more effectively,” he said.
St. Joseph’s Web site asserts
the firm aims to tithe a minimum 10 percent of its gross
earnings to charitable organizations and lists several it says it
has donated to.
By 3 p.m. the first day of operation, the firm already had three
clients. God continued to provide work to the company when
Joe received a call from Posada,
a nonprofit organization in
Pueblo dedicated to providing
housing and support services
for homeless and low-income
families.
Joe had originally worked with
Posada in 2004. In 2009, Posada
hired Joe to design the water
and sanitary sewer disposal
components for the Via Don
Carlos (“the Way of Don Carlos”)
project. The $7.5 million, 30unit project will provide housing
for up to 150 farm workers in
Pueblo County. It was named in
honor of late Pueblo Bishop
Charles Buswell, based on a
nickname given to him by
friends.
Kim Bowman, development
director for Posada has known
Joe for several years.

ST. JOSEPH’S
CONSULTING
ENGINEERS
For more information: visit
www.stjcengineers.com or call
303-483-3185.

“When we learned Joe had
created St. Joseph’s Consulting
Engineers, we quickly sought to
enlist his expertise. He was our
‘No. 1 draft pick!’” she said. “His
professional leadership has
heightened our momentum
without question. We have
tremendous faith in him and his
ability to lead this project to
completion.”
The project, which originally
started in 2001, has encountered
many obstacles and hopes to
break ground next summer.
Bowman described Joe as gifted on many levels, but none
more so than his focus on faith.
“Joe lives his faith. It’s evident
in every component of his
being,” she said. “Honesty, integrity, compassion and generosity: all descriptive terms of a
man who is led by deep beliefs
and an unwavering love of his
Church and family.”
The first year of the business
involved Joe commuting four
hours each way from Denver to
Glenwood Springs every week.
After a difficult year of family
separation, Joe and Siobhan—
10-year parishioners at St.
Thomas More Church in
Centennial—prayed to discern
if the family should move. They
felt they received their answer
after their son flooded one of
their bathrooms.
“After the insurance company
assessed the damages, we were
informed we’d have to move out
during the repairs,” Siobhan
said. “So we moved—just in
time to give birth to baby John.”
The Nyes, with their five children ranging from age 11 to six
months, settled into their new
home in Glenwood Springs in
August 2009.
They chose Glenwood Springs
as many of the company’s projects have been in Meeker, approximately 60 miles northwest,
and they sought a hometown
with daily Mass (St. Stephen’s
Parish) and a Catholic school. In
addition to being homeschooled by Siobhan, the three
older children attend St.
Stephen School part of the year.
The company has worked for
13 different clients, an accomplishment in the current economy.
“It’s been incredibly challenging to start the company in this
difficult economy,” Joe said.
“Clients decide not to move forward with projects due to lack of
funding, or because they are
afraid of what might happen.”
His relationship with God has
led the way.

“When it’s as difficult to get
work as it is right now,” he said.
“We need to rely on God and
stay close to him more than
ever. He is the provider of all
good things—only through him
can we truly do his will and be
successful.”

From Page 3
Morrow as a “warm, welcoming,
reassuring and uplifting” spiritual
leader of the parish and school.
“He is always there to counsel,
console and encourage everyone
in our school community,” she
wrote. “His caring ways have

brought quiet comfort to so many
who were experiencing difficult
days—his phone calls, hand-written notes, home and hospital visits, and just a reassuring word on
the playground or after Mass are
too numerous to count.”
Father Morrow will attend the
NCEA annual conference in St.
Paul-Minneapolis in April to receive the award.
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Catholic Press Month: Meet the DCR staffers Part II
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

We shared with you last week
that February is Catholic Press
Month and that as the Denver
Catholic Register readies to mark
its 110th birthday on March 17,
St. Patrick’s Day, we thought we
would introduce our staffers to
you. Last week you met our editorial staffers; today, read about our
general manager, Web and advertising people. Be on the watch for
next week’s column, which will
include details about an open
house we’re planning where you
can meet the staffers in person.
Right now we’re in the midst of

the 2010 Register’s Join the Mission
voluntary subscription campaign.
Find out more about the campaign
in the ad on Page 13 or online at
www.archden.org/join. We are
hoping to exceed the generous response to last year’s inaugural
campaign, which resulted in
$10,000 in voluntary subscriptions.
The week of our anniversary, we
will have a Mass for our readers’
and advertisers’ intentions. We invite you to send your intentions to
us—and we hope you’ll also let us
know how the Register touches
your life (see box on Page 13).
Our mission at the Register is to
inform, evangelize and catechize

our readers. We believe the good
news of Jesus Christ is needed
now more than ever. We thank
you for your loyal support.
Name:
Jeanette
DeMelo
Parish: Holy
Ghost,
Denver

DCR service:
4 years
Job title: General manager/
Communications director

Describe your job:
I serve as the Archdiocese of
Denver’s director of communications and am a member of the senior staff for Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. I am the primary spokesperson for the Denver
Archdiocese, general manager of
the Denver Catholic Register and El
Pueblo Católico newspapers, and
director of the archdiocesan Web
site, www.archden.org. In addition, I oversee all archdiocesan
media relations and public relation campaigns, and audio-visual
communications.
What do you like about working for the DCR?
I think that the DCR is a megaphone and snapshot of what is
going in the Church today. I love
getting the “good news” out by
telling stories of the way God is
working in people’s lives and also
by keeping people informed and
hopefully engaged in the Catholic
life of the archdiocese. Also it’s
great when readers give us feedback because that keeps us on
our toes and let’s us know we’ve
fanned the flames of the faithful.

Upcoming
Focus
Issues
March 3rd
Health &
Fitness
Tax Prep
Plus
March 10th
Senior
Spotlight
St. Patrick’s
Day
March 17th
Prom Night
Preparation

What motivates you in your
work?
that the Holy Spirit guides what I
do and uses my work for God’s
purpose. As a communicator, I
identify with St. Paul’s exhortation
that by “living the truth in love, we
should grow in every way into him
who is the head, Christ” (Eph 4:15).
Aside from your job, what are
you passionate about?
I’m passionate about my involvement
with
ENDOW—
Educating on the Nature and
Dignity of Women. I love sharing
with women about our God-given
dignity and gifts. I enjoy the mountains, traveling, cooking a good
meal and sharing it with friends
and reading a good novel, (check
out “Perelandra” by C.S. Lewis).
Name: Tracy
Murphy
Parish: St.
Catherine of
Siena, Denver

DCR service:
4 years
Job title:
Interim Web master/Associate director of communications

Describe your job:
I seek to develop the Denver
Catholic Register’s presence online
via the official archdiocesan Web
site at www.archden.org and the
Catholic Archdiocese of Denver’s
Facebook page www.facebook.
com/archdioceseofdenver.
What do you like about working for the DCR?
As younger generations of
Catholics begin to rely more and
more heavily on the Web for their
news, I take great pride in spreading the Denver Catholic Register’s
“good news,” so that all may know
the love and power of Jesus Christ.
What motivates you in your
work?
When I started in this position I
had recently re-discovered my
Catholic faith. Having just completed my master’s degree, I felt
compelled to use my talents and
skills for the sake of the Gospel.
The rediscovery of my faith had
transformed my life. I wanted to
help bring that same joy and
peace that I was experiencing
into the lives of others. I still feel
this same zeal today!
Aside from your job, what are
you passionate about?
I enjoy writing, blogging and
running—and living in the
Highlands neighborhood of
Denver with my husband James.
Name: Chad
Andrzejewski
Parish: St.
Mark’s,
Westminster/
Immaculate
Heart of Mary,
Northglenn

DCR service: 2 years
Job title: Advertising manager

Describe your job:
I manage a team of sales representatives who are responsible for generating advertising
revenue for the DCR and providing value as well as quality customer service to our clients.
What do you like about working for the DCR?
It is great to work in a beautiful environment with wonderfully talented people who are
trying to serve the mission of the
Church with the gifts they have
received from God. I enjoy
using skills I have developed in
other jobs to help contribute to
the DCR in spreading the Gospel
and promoting our Catholic
faith.
What motivates you in your
work?:
The overall quality of work—
the finished product, process
improvement as well as the development of people—and providing for my family is what motivates me in my work.
Aside from your job, what are
you passionate about?
I am passionate about my
family—my wife, 14-year-old
son, and 9-year-old daughter. I
enjoy learning more about the
Catholic faith, the history of the
Church and the people involved
with it throughout history. I
also enjoy sports, especially
watching football and playing
golf.
Name: Chris
Nearing
Parish: Notre
Dame, Denver

DCR service:
4 months
Job title:
Display advertising sales representative

Describe your job:
As a display advertising sales
representative I handle both existing and new accounts. I have
a small existing base of display
advertising accounts that I manage and service, and I also seek
out new businesses to advertise
in the Denver Catholic Register.
What do you like about working for the DCR?
Everything! It is a blessing to
work with such wonderful people! It is the absolute perfect job
for me.
What motivates you in your
work?
A challenge!
Aside from your job, what are
you passionate about?
My faith and my family! I am
blessed to have three beautiful,
happy, healthy and faith-filled
children, and the best wife a
man could ever have! I also
enjoy cooking, exercising, fishing, gardening, woodworking,
traveling, and spending time
with my family.
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Name: Maria
Trahan

Name: Haylee
Miller

Parish: Light
of the World,
Littleton

Parish: St.
Mark’s
Church,
Westminster

DCR service:
2 months
Job title:
Advertising sales representative

Describe your job:
I help local and national parishes, schools, companies, and more
to market their business, products,
and/or services to the 255,000plus readers of the DCR.
What do you like about working for the DCR?
Being a part of a long-standing,
Catholic publication that has been
spreading the good news for more
than 100 years. Meeting and working with local and national business owners marketing to the
Archdiocese of Denver’s geographical area. The entire DCR team—
their positive attitudes, faith-filled
lives, and their humor.
What motivates you in your
work?
Setting goals and exceeding
them. Providing excellent customer service to our advertisers
and helping to promote their
message.
Aside from your job, what are
you passionate about?
My faith. My family—my husband, Edwin, and my son,
Helaire. Reading, hiking, and
shopping at Target.

DCR service:
2 months
Job title: Advertising sales representative

Describe your job:
I sell advertising to local and
national businesses and educate
clients/advertisers on how to effectively market and grow their
business in the Archdiocese of
Denver.
What do you like about working for the DCR?
The No. 1 thing I like about
working for the DCR and the
Archdiocese of Denver is that in
the two months I have been here,
every day when I walk through
the door, I am welcomed with
warm hearts and big smiles! I absolutely love the people that I am
surrounded by! My DCR coworkers are caring, helpful and humorous and make each day fun
and full of laughs! I am so thankful that I work in such a beautiful,
faith-filled organization with
such a great group of people.
What motivates you in your
work?
I am motivated by being able to
share my knowledge of marketing
and advertising to current and potential clients and seeing them

achieve results that increase their
business and overall market share.
Aside from your job, what are
you passionate about?
I am passionate about my
wonderful family! My husband,
Jason, (who is also my high
school sweetheart) is such a loving and caring person and I am
so very grateful to have him. We
have two precious children—
Dawson, 9, and Makinley, 6—
both are complete “Ice Bunnies”!
Dawson is a defense hockey player for the Littleton Hawks and has
been playing hockey since he was
4. Makinley is an aspiring figure
skater and is like a little ballerina
on the ice! We spend 90 percent
of our free time at the ice rink and
we love every minute of it!
Name: Linda
Engel
Parish: Our
Lady of
Fatima,
Lakewood

DCR service:
5 months
Job title: Service Directory advertising sales

Describe your job:
I help our advertisers place
their ad in the Service Directory.
What do you like about working for the DCR?
A couple of things:
1. The people with whom I
work are wonderful, friendly and

B
DCR 110TH ANNIVERSARY MASS
Please pray for me and the special people and needs written below.
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Let us know how the Register touches your life.
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Mail to 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 or e-mail to
editor@archden.org.

caring. What a joy to work in an
environment that is enveloped
with the Catholic faith. The
grounds here at the JPII Center
are beautiful and it is very peaceful to come to work.
2. The customers that place ads
in the Service Directory. My father
was an entrepreneur and owned
his own business so I grew up in
this environment and I like talking
with the business owners we serve.
I pray each week that our advertisers will do well in our paper.
What motivates you in your
work?
When a customer tells me that

they have received a good response from the ad they placed.
Aside from your job, what are
you passionate about?
The Respect Life movement.
Gardening—growing and cooking
healthy, fresh food. I never liked to
cook until I learned to garden. I
also enjoy helping people. I have
three foster daughters who are all
on their own now; I enjoy spending time with them and watching
their lives unfold. Spending time
with my husband—having gotten
married for the first time at age 51,
I count each day of marriage as a
blessing.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Stations of the Cross: during Lent at
Holy Ghost Church, 1900 California St.,
Denver. Afternoon and evening session, soup supper in church hall following evening session.
Fridays: noon and 6:30 p.m.
Holy Hour: for vocations at Holy
Trinity Eucharistic Adoration Chapel,
3100 W. 76th Aver. Westminster. Call
303-727-9731
Feb. 25: 7 p.m.
Vigil Praise: hosted by seminarians at
St. John Vianney Seminary, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Event includes exposition of Blessed Sacrament, homily,
prayerful praise and worship music.
Call 215-272-4820 for more information.
Feb. 27: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Mass: at St. James Church, 1311 Oneida
St., Denver followed by prayer vigil at
Planned Parenthood clinic, 7155 E.
38th Aver., Denver. Call 303-371-7923
for more information.
March 6: Mass 8:15 a.m.
Vigil 9:15 a.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St., Denver.
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament
and recitation of the rosary.
March 7: 3 p.m.
Year For Priests: Holy Hour at Our
Lady of Loreto Parish, 18000 E.
Arapahoe Road, Foxfield. Call 303766-3800.
March 15: 7 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
St. Joseph Church: in Golden, 969
Ulysses St., Golden holding fish fry to
benefit the parish. All-you-can eat
dinner is $9 adults, $5 children. Call
720-810-5925.
Feb. 26: 5:30 - 9 p.m.
March 19: 5:30 - 9 p.m.
Living the Catholic Faith Conference:
at Colorado Convention Center,
Denver. Come hear reflections by
leaders in the Church today. Register
online at www.archden.org/lcfc2010 or
call 303-715-3260 for details.
Feb. 26 - 27
Fundraiser Dinner: sponsored by
Knights of Columbus Council 3268, at
6910 York St., Denver. Dinner, door
prizes, auction and cash bar. Tickets
$10 adults, $5 children. Call 303-2803472.
Feb. 27: 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Come Meet New Friends: at the
Newcomers Wine and Cheese party
sponsored by Southeast Catholic
Singles club. Call 303-504-9316 for
address and directions.
Feb. 27: 6:30 p.m.
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Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Arrupe Jesuit High School: will hold
their annual fundraiser, Magis Night,
at the Hyatt Regency at the Colorado
Convention Center. $150 ticket gets
dinner, silent and live auctions and entertainment. Call 303-455-7449 Ext.
232 for ticket information.
Feb. 27: 5:30 p.m.

Mark Your Calender: for Party, Peeps
and Poker to benefit Seeds of Hope.
Test your poker playing skills, bid in
the auction and dance the night away
while raising money for Catholic
schools. Tickets: $50 per person. Call
303-715-3186 for details.
June 11

Ain’t Misbehavin’: purity rally at St.
Thomas More Church, 8035 S. Quebec
St., Centennial. Cost is $15, which includes skits, videos, praise and worship, Mass and pizza. Space is limited,
register today by calling 303-2203388.
Feb. 28: 3 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS

Diamonds Are Forever: a benefit for
St. Vincent de Paul Church and school.
Family, friends and alumni are invited
to this gala at the Denver Tech Center
Hyatt, 7800 E. Tufts Aver., Denver.
Call 303-744-6119 for ticket information.
March 6
Singles Dance: at St. Thomas More,
8035 S. Quebec St., Centennial. Cost:
$15, which incudes food, beverage and
dance. No jeans allowed. Call 303794-4432 for more information.
March 6: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
St. Patrick’s Family Celebration: at St.
Thomas More Parish, 8500 S. Quebec
St., Centennial. Music, Irish dancers,
entertainment for kids and traditional
Irish meal. Cost $15 adults, $5 children. Call 303-807-3153 for details.
March 13: 6 p.m.
Soup for the Soul: to benefit Porter
Hospice and St. Anthony Hospice to be
held at Sheraton Denver Downtown
Hotel, 1550 Court Place, Denver.
Sample the wares of some of the
city’s finest bistros. Tickets are $95
per person. Call 303-715-7612 for
more information.
March 18: 5:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Seize Life: is the theme of this year’s
Rocky Mountain Catholic Men’s
Conference at the Pikes Peak Center,
190 S. Cascade Aver., Colorado
Springs. Ticket information available
online at www.RockyMountainCatholic
MensConference.com.
March 20: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Wild West Buffalo Ball: annual benefit
for Machebeuf High School will be
held at National Western Complex,
I-70 and Washington St., Denver. $60
tickets gets silent and live auction,
dinner and entertainment. Call 303344-0082 Ext. 22 for information.
April 17: 6 p.m. - 11 p.m.

Priesthood Discernment Retreat: for
single men interested in discerning
God’s call. Retreat is free and will be
held at St. John Vianney theological
Seminary, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Registration deadline, Feb. 19. Call
303-282-3429 for more information or
online at www.Priests4Christ.com.
Feb. 21: 10:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Theology as Science: according to St.
Thomas Aquinas, a free lecture conducted by Michael Sirilla to be held at
University of Colorado Eaton
Humanities Building, 1610 Pleasant St.,
Boulder.
Feb. 26: 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Women’s Lenten Retreat: at Our Lady
of Lourdes Church, 2298 S. Logan St.,
Denver. Cost of the day is $20, which
includes lunch. Call 303-733-8704 for
more information.
Feb. 27: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Lecture: on Cardinal John Newman by
Oxford scholar Father Ian Ker in
Bonfils Hall at JPII Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Lecture is free.
Call 303-715-3123 for details.
March 3: 7 p.m.
Vocational Retreat: for men at Holy
Trinity Trappist Monastery in
Huntsville, Utah. Experience the livein experience on the 2,000-acre farm
and see how the monks live. There is
no cost for the five-day retreat. Call
1-800-221-1807 for more information.
April 7 - 11
Lecture: on Roman Missal conducted
by Paul Ford at Our Lady of Loreto
Church, 18000 E. Arapahoe Road,
Foxfield. Lunch is included in these
two day-long seminars. Call 303-6836388 for ticket information.
April 16 and 17

LENTEN SUPPERS
Stations of the Cross: and Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament at Our Lady
of the Pines, 9444 Eagle Cliff Road,
Conifer. Services preceded by alternate soup supper or fish dinner each
week. Call 303-838-0338 for details.

Fridays during Lent:
Dinner 5:30 p.m.
Services 7 p.m.
Boasting: the "Best Fish in Town," the
annual fish fry returns to St. Thomas
More Church, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial through March 26. Dine in
or take out. Cost is $8 for adults, $5
kids (age 5 - 12) kids under 4 eat free.
Fridays: 4:45 p.m. - 7 p.m.
St. Catherine of Siena: is inviting the
public to their weekly fish fry dinners.
The menu includes baked or fried fish,
coleslaw, mashed potatoes, bread,
lemonade and coffee. Cost of the dinner is only $8 for adults, $7 for seniors/students and a special $4 fish
stick meal for the children. The weekly dinner will be held in the Msgr.
Jones Center in the basement of the
church, 4200 Federal Blvd., Denver.
Fridays: 4 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church: 3549
Navajo St., Denver will be serving a
delicious meal of homemade soup and
bread during Lent and invites the public to come be part of the evening.
The meal will served prior to Stations
of the Cross. A free will offering will
be appreciated. The soup supper will
not be held on March 19 or March 26.
Fridays: Meal 5:30 p.m.
Stations 7 p.m.
A Series: of programs and soup suppers will be held at St. Thomas
Aquinas Catholic Center, 904 14th St.,
Boulder, Friday's during Lent. The
evening will consist of Mass, Stations
of the Cross, dinner and program.
There is no cost to attend. For more
information or a complete list of program titles call 303-447-8128 or online at www.thomascenter.org.
Fridays: 5:10 p.m.
Come One, Come All: to the Lenten
Fish Fry, sponsored by Knights of
Columbus at St. Michael the Archangel
church, 19099 E. Floyd Ave., Aurora.
Delicious deep fried fish with all the
fixings through March 26. Call 303690-6797 for more information.
Fridays: 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Knights of Columbus: Council 7640 to
offer a fish fry at Christ on the
Mountain Parish, 13922 W. Utah Aver.,
Lakewood Friday's during Lent. Cost
of the meal is $8 adults, $4 for children.
Fridays: Meal 5 p.m.
Stations 7:30 p.m.
Fish Dinner: at Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish , 11385 Grant Drive,
Northglenn sponsored by the Knights
of Columbus. Baked and breaded fish,
shrimp, salmon, rolls and beverages
served Friday’s through March 26.
Cost is $8 adult, $4 for kids. Stations
of the Cross will immediately follow
dinner.
Fridays: Meal 4:30 p.m.
Stations 7 p.m.

Community Fish Fry: sponsored by the
Knights of Columbus Council 3434
Friday’s during Lent through April 2 at
St. John the Evangelist Parish, 1720 W.
12th St., Loveland. Dinners begin at
$5 and there will also be a free meatless pasta bar for the kids. Stations
of the Cross will follow each meal.
Fridays: Meal 5 p.m.
Stations 7 p.m.
Sts. Peter and Paul Parish: 3900
Pierce St., Wheat Ridge once again
hosts their annual soup supper during
Lent running through March 26. There
is no cost but donations are welcome.
Fridays: Meal 5:30
Stations 7 p.m.
Come Hungry: to fish fry at St.
Frances Cabrini Church, 6673 W.
Chatfield Ave., Littleton. Every Friday
through March 26. Menu includes
baked or fried fish, French fries or
rice, coleslaw and beverage.
Admission is $8.50 adult, $4.50 for
children ages 5 to 12, kids under 5 eat
free.
Fridays: Meal 5 p.m.
Stations 7 p.m.
Annual Fish Fry: hosted by Knights of
Peter Claver & Ladies Auxiliary during
Lent through March 26 at Cure d'Ars
Parish Center, 4701 Martin Luther King
Blvd., Denver. The $9 dinner includes
whole catfish plus two sides, bread
and dessert. Take out orders are
available by calling 720-530-3279.
Fridays: 10:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Knights of Columbus: Council 5064 to
host fish fry every Friday during Lent
at the Shrine of St. Anne Church, 7555
Grant Place, Arvada. Admission is $7
adults, $6 seniors.
Fridays: 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.

PILGRIMAGE/TOUR
Fall Pilgrimage: to Israel, Rome,
Venice and Oberammergau Passion
Play. Trip led by Msgr. George
Schroeder. Call 480-364-4136 for more
information.
Sept. 11 - 24
Come be Part: of a tour to Northern
Ireland and Scotland with parishioners
of St. Mary Church in Littleton. Call
720-293-4733 for details.
Sept. 26 - Oct. 6
Journey to the Land: where Jesus
lived. Father Steven Voss will lead
this autumn Holy Land pilgrimage.
Call 303-430-9039 for information on
this 10-day tour.
Oct. 27 - Nov. 5
Two Weeks: in sunny Spain and
Portugal on trip sponsored by Holy
Cross Church. Cost is $1,499 per person. Call 303-457-1997 for details.
Oct. 4 - 17
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Local group strives to support catechists in Uganda
BY JULIE FILBY

A local ministry is helping communities in Africa recover from the
aftermath of a brutal war that lasted 23 years.
Thousands of innocent men,
women and children have been
killed in northern Uganda since
1986 when rebels waged war
against the government. Boys and
girls, as young as 7, were forced to
serve as soldiers and “wives.”
Thousands more suffered from
starvation, homelessness, disease,
overcrowding, sexual abuse and
extreme acts of violence.
While the country has been in a
state of relative peace in recent
months, it is estimated that 1 million people remain displaced—
unable or too afraid to return to
their homes due to instability and
intimidation.
As Ugandans heal from the
emotional, social and economic
challenges caused by violence and
displacement, catechists bring
faith, reconciliation, forgiveness
and hope to the predominantly
Christian country.
Team Africa: Ties That Bind, a
Denver-based Catholic ministry,
has been helping the people of
Uganda since 2002 by training and
supporting catechists. The ministry was inspired after a group of
parishioners from St. Ignatius
Loyola Parish attended the 2000
National Black Catholic Congress
IX in Chicago.
“One of the calls to action was to
build solidarity with parishes and
Catholics in Africa,” said
Marcellina Otii, a founder and
mission trip leader of Team
Africa—along with her husband
Albert. “That moved me to initiate
a mission trip to focus on the state
of the catechists of the
Archdiocese of Gulu in northern
Uganda.”
The Otiis, originally from
Uganda, felt that God’s timing to
start Team Africa was “indeed perfect” as they were well aware of the
overwhelming challenges faith
communities faced. They had left

TEAM AFRICA
For more information or to
schedule a presentation, contact Marcellina Otii at 303321-0274 or
marcellina.otii@gmail.com.

PHOTO PROVIDED COURTESY TEAM AFRICA

AN ELDER catechist from a remote Catholic parish in Amuru,
some 45 miles from Gulu in
northern Uganda, reads the
Bible to members of Team Africa
from Denver who were visiting
on a mission trip in 2007.
Uganda—then ruled by abusive
military dictator Idi Amin—in the
late 1970s and moved to Denver.
In June 2004, they organized a
team of five for their inaugural
mission trip to support the 600 catechists serving the 25 parishes in
the Gulu Archdiocese.
“By this time, the ravaging impact of two decades of war had displaced 1.5 million people,” Otii
said. “It was clear the Church was
central in seeking social justice
and peace in this region.”
Catechists travel throughout a
specific geographic zone, guiding
people in their faith journey by
leading liturgies and prayer
groups, providing counseling and
pastoral care, and attending to the
sick and orphaned.
“It is the catechists who live with
the suffering people in Uganda,”
Otii said. “They (the catechists)
have the potential to communicate the good news to the majority
of Catholics in their zone.”
Catechists are seen as leaders in
the community. They must be

married, have a high school education and be Christians in good
standing. Upon meeting initial requirements, each receives between six months to two years of
training.
In 2007 Team Africa organized a
second mission trip where they
presented seminars focused on increasing trauma awareness. In addition they organized a Peace Jam
concert for more than 2,000
youths, co-sponsored by the
Sisters of Loretto. Following the
2007 visit, the ministry focused
their efforts on raising funds to pay
school tuition for the children of
catechists.
“This support frees some of the
catechists to volunteer more hours
to accomplish the local church
goals,” Otii said.
Team Africa is currently supporting nearly 50 students—they
receive so many requests they
have to turn some children away.
The school fees program is managed by Sister Marion Weinzapfel,
a Sister of St. Joseph of Carondelet
who formerly served in the Denver
Archdiocese. Sister Weinzapfel and
two additional Sisters of St. Joseph
are serving in Uganda for three
years.
Team Africa made their third
trip last June. On this visit, with
Gulu Archbishop John Baptist
Odama, they honored catechists
who had served from 20 years to
more than 50. They also provided
parishes with bicycles to help ease
the hardship of traveling to remote
areas on foot.
Team Africa is planning their
next mission trip for 2011. In addition to asking for prayers, they offered the following ways Denver’s
faithful can help their ministry
serve Catholics in northern
Uganda.
Invite: Team members are available to do presentations at parishes to explain their ministry and
how to adopt a parish in the Gulu
Archdiocese.
Donate: Donations are accepted
through the team’s home parish:
St. Ignatius Loyola, 2301 York St.,
Denver, Colo. 80205. A donation of
$300 will keep a child enrolled in a
rural secondary school for a year.
Sponsor: Individuals or groups
can sponsor a child based on their
unique situation. For example, a
sponsor may choose to support a
child of a catechist killed while
doing God’s work.
Serve: Team Africa invites people to consider joining them on
their 2011 trip.
Team Africa recently held two
events to increase awareness.
“The more we know,” Otii said.
“The more we can stand in solidarity with others.”

