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Teacher marks 55 years in Catholic schools
BY JOHN GLEASON
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Frank Sferra has taught in
Catholic schools for 55 years—50
of them at J.K. Mullen High School.
The length of his service may explain why he often likes to teach
from a seated position, even if it is
the first class of the day.
The morning of Jan. 20, sitting
back in his chair, arm resting on
the podium with a slight smile on
his lips he quizzes the students of
his public speaking class on the
topics they’ll be expected to
know about for a future competition: the situation in Haiti; baseball players admitting to steroid
use; the Tiger Woods scandal.
If it’s in the news, it’s worthy of
Sferra’s attention and, therefore,
his students’ attention, too.
A Denver native who attended
Regis High School and Regis
College, Sferra told the Denver
Catholic Register that his philosophy on teaching was formed by
both the Jesuits and by the
Christian Brothers—the former
teaching him to do what he does
for the glory of God, the latter reminding him that a teacher’s
ministry is one of care and vigilance.
Sferra said there is something
else he’s learned from his more
than a half-century as an educator: A desire to help every student
reach their full potential.
“Teachers should never take
themselves seriously,” he said. “If
that happens, they can’t do what
they should be doing as teachers:
taking kids from where they are
and bringing them as far as they
can go.”
True to this advice, in his years
as an educator, those who know

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

FRANK SFERRA, who has spent a half-century teaching at J.K. Mullen High School, 3601 S. Lowell Blvd.
in Denver, leads a class discussion Jan. 20.
him say Sferra has helped many
kids achieve more than they
thought they were capable of. He
has taught more students than he
can count. He estimates the
number of students who’ve sat in
his classroom over the years
would number in the tens of
thousands. During his career,
Sferra has taught Latin, English,
science—even
the
Old
Testament.
“I tell my students I got the job
because I was actually around
when it was written,” he said with
a laugh.
The only child of the owner of a

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

He’s coached more than 130 of
them to nationals.
In the classroom, Sferra isn’t
the sort of teacher who confines
the day to a simple lecture. Going
back to the speech topics, he asks
students their opinion on the situation in Haiti, who the real victims are when a famous athlete
admits to using steroids and what
the ramifications are to neighborhoods when a dispensary for
medical marijuana opens up.
Discussion is free-form with
everyone weighing in. Rather
than tell a student their answer is

See Teacher, Page 12
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Q&A: A conversation with
John Crowley, the heroic
father depicted in the new
film ‘Extraordinary
Measures’
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produce company, Sferra grew
up on both the west and east
sides of Denver before his family
settled in Wheat Ridge. The first
in his family to attend college,
Sferra’s parents were happy with
his choice of career.
“I think I always wanted to be a
teacher,” he said. “But if that hadn’t happened, part of me thought
I could be an actor. I was very
much into theater.”
Foregoing the stage for the
classroom, Sferra has helped
scores of students plunge into
competitive speech and debate
in the National Forensic League.

1225-1274 / Feast - Jan. 28
Thomas so shocked his noble Italian family
when he entered the Dominicans about 1244
that his brothers imprisoned him for a year. But
he would not yield, and studied under St.
Albert the Great, becoming a master of theology in 1256. For the rest of his brief life, the
“dumb ox,” as he was dubbed, taught, preached
and wrote, producing the monumental “Summa Theologica.” His
thinking became enormously influential in later centuries and he
© CNS
was named a Doctor of the Church in 1567.
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Denver seminarians
complete leadership
formation program

PHOTO BY ROBERT LINN PROVIDED COURTESY CLI

SEVENTEEN Seminarians from St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary completed Catholic Leadership Institute’s Good Leaders,
Good Shepherds two-year leadership formation program for clergy.
A ceremony celebrating their achievement was held at St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary on Jan. 9.
On Jan. 9, 17 seminarians
from the Archdiocese of Denver
completed Good Leaders, Good
Shepherds, a two-year clergy
leadership development program of the Catholic Leadership
Institute.
The evening event at St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary
in Denver commenced with a
prayer service, dinner and ceremony hosted by Matthew
Manion, president and CEO of
Catholic Leadership Institute,
which is headquartered in
Exton, Pa. The evening included
a testimony from seminarian
Henry ZawMin.
With
the
support
of
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., the participating
seminarians became the second
class from the archdiocese to
graduate from Good Leaders,
Good Shepherds. In April 2008,
26 priests from the archdiocese
completed the program; the first
cohort in the country to finish
the two-year curriculum.
“The Archdiocese of Denver is
richer in both priestly ministry
and fraternity because of our
partnership with the Catholic
Leadership Institute,” Archbishop
Chaput said. “The programs of
the institute have helped us form
a more collaborative and caring
community.”
Along with the Archdiocese of
Denver, Catholic Leadership
Institute is ministering to the
bishops and presbyterates of an
additional 42 U.S. dioceses along
with the Archdiocese of Port of
Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.
“We are blessed to be ministering with the good shepherds

of the Archdiocese of Denver,”
said Father Bill Dickinson, CLI’s
national director for leadership
development. “Our mission is to
help shepherds recognize their
God-given potential and develop their leadership skills so they
can effectively and confidently
lead their faith communities in
carrying out the mission of Jesus
Christ and the Catholic Church.”
Good
Leaders,
Good
Shepherds is designed to equip
clergy with the relevant, practical and pastoral leadership skills
necessary to shepherd a parish
and support the governing office
of their priesthood. During the
two-year program priests learn
about the various contexts in
which they lead, and specific
skill sets within each context
that will help them lead most effectively. Catholic Leadership
Institute also offers a complementary leadership skill building training program to parish
and diocesan leaders titled,
Tending the Talents.
Founded in 1991, CLI is an organization of lay Catholics
whose mission is to build
Catholic leaders for today and
tomorrow. The organization has
helped more than 9,000 priests,
seminarians, lay and religious
leaders, young adult and campus leaders, to discover their
mission in life and fulfill their
God-given potential. Catholic
Leadership Institute strives to
combine the best in leadership
and personal development programs from academia and the
corporate world with the teachings of Jesus Christ and the
Catholic Church.

Annual faith conference to include
screening of ‘The Human Experience’
Documentary
explores the
meaning of life

LIVING THE
CATHOLIC FAITH
CONFERENCE

BY JULIE FILBY

Who: All adult Catholics are
invited to attend

Throughout history many
have asked, “What’s the meaning of life?” The award-winning
documentary “The Human
Experience” (Grassroots Films)
attempts to provide an answer.
Those attending the Living the
Catholic Faith Conference (Feb.
26-27) will have an opportunity
to watch a special private
screening of the film.
In their pursuit to discover
life’s meaning, a group of young
men living in New York set out to
experience existence as a homeless person in New York City, an
orphan in Peru and a leper in
Ghana. A film crew followed
them to document their journey.
“The film attempts to show
the beauty of life in the midst of
hardship and suffering,” said
Joseph Campo, executive producer and director of the St.
Francis House for Young Men in
Brooklyn. “Ultimately it’s about
the desire for truth, the quest for
understanding and the resilience of the human spirit.”
He said most people leave the
film wanting to do more for others, especially the poor.
“‘The Human Experience’
deals with … family, joy, suffering, faith, hope, love, and especially forgiveness,” he said. “We
hope it inspires others to be better people in their daily lives.”
That concept mirrors the
overall mission of the Living the
Catholic Faith Conference, according to event organizers.
“It’s easy to compartmentalize
faith—to think about it on
Sundays then allow it to drift to
the background during the
week,” said Don Schneider, director of evangelization and catechesis for the Western Slope,
Northern Area and Eastern Plain
parishes of the archdiocese.
“The (Living the Catholic Faith)
Conference is an opportunity to
reflect on how faith should impact our daily lives as parents,
spouses, co-workers—to reflect
on what it really means to ‘live
the Catholic faith.’”

When: Feb. 26-27
Where: Korbel Ballroom,
Colorado Convention Center,
1700 14th St., Denver
Register/Information:
www.archden.org/lcfc2010
Cost: $75 two days/$55 one
day (price higher after Feb. 5)
Questions: e-mail lcfc@archden.org or call 303-715-3260
PHOTOS © 2010 GRASSROOTS FILMS, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

THE GRASSROOTS Films documentary “The Human
Experience,” explores the
meaning of life. The hour and a
half long film will be shown at
1:15 p.m. Feb. 27 at this year’s
Living the Catholic Faith
Conference.
In addition to the film screening, the two-day conference will
feature keynote presentations,
exhibits from nearly 100
Catholic organizations and vendors, opportunities for adoration and confession and more
than 20 workshops. This year’s
conference explores the theme,
“I have chosen you” (Jn 15:16).
To build a powerful ongoing
prayer life, Tim Gray, biblical
scholar and president of
Denver’s Augustine Institute,
will offer an introductory workshop on Lectio Divina. He will
discuss common challenges
that can occur when praying
and how to overcome them
using the ancient method of
praying with Scripture.
“There is nothing more powerful than Scripture for hearing God
speak to you,” he said. “Come
learn how to use the rich resources of our Christian tradition
to transform your prayer life.”
Parents, grandparents, teachers and others who work with
teens can further their understanding of pop culture’s influence at “Youth CULTure,” a
workshop presented by Chris
Stefanick, director of youth ministry for the archdiocese. The
session will explore the roots of

post-modern pop culture, how
it’s affecting the faith of teens,
and how to help young people
root their lives in Christ.
The conference begins Friday
with Mass celebrated by Denver
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M., Cap. Saturday commences with Mass celebrated by
Auxiliary Bishop James D.
Conley.
Keynote sessions include Gray
speaking on the vocation of a
teacher; Catholic dramatist and
singer ValLimar Jansen, portraying how to live, breathe and
move in the word of God; a talk
on the family as the path to holiness by Janet Smith, expert on
human sexuality and marriage;
and a question and answer session with Campo and actor
Jeffrey Azize following the
screening of “The Human
Experience.”
Saturday’s line-up will offer
presentations in Spanish by San
Antonio Auxiliary Bishop Oscar
Cantú, S.T.L.; Father Juan
Puigbó,
director
of
Sol
Vocational Institute, a ministry
of the Diocesan Laborer Priests;
Liliana Flores, Hispanic youth
ministry coordinator for the
Denver
Archdiocese;
and
Renato Sander, a consecrated
layman of the Sodalitium
Christianae Vitae community.
Bishop Cantú will deliver presentations in both Spanish and
English.
For more information or to
register, visit www.archden.org/
lcfc2010, e-mail lcfc@archden.
org or call 303-715-3260.
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Epiphany, virtual realities and ‘Avatar’
The column below is adapted
from a homily Father Michael
Warren, O.M.V., delivered at Holy
Ghost Church earlier this month.
BY FATHER MICHAEL
WARREN, O.M.V.

These days many of us are relaxing to the well-known and popular
story of some wise people who set
out for a distant star to discover an
energy source that would surely
bring them a new direction in life.
I do not refer to Epiphany; rather, I
allude to the extraordinarily successful and technically accomplished movie “Avatar.”
The wise people in the film are
scientists from earth seeking an element of truly astronomical value.
But the real energy that is found on
the moon Pandora is Eywa, the All
Mother, which is worshiped by the
native blue beings whose faith in it
sustains them throughout the story.
Interacting with the blue natives
proves to be rather risky, so the humans use avatar bodies. These ar-

tificial and fetching mobile tenements are controlled through a
machine that allows the humans
to connect their minds to the
avatar. The humans never have to
leave their base to interact with the
native blue people because they
have their avatar bodies to do it
from a safe distance. Eywa, the All
Mother, and the human avatar
bodies combine to expose
Pandora to unbridled manipulation. The energy behind all things
has no face, no voice, no personality, and therefore can make no demands of its worshipers. The All
Mother it seems is capable of
being massaged by its children, if
the blue people were so inclined.
As for the avatars, they permit
the wise people to embark on their
machinations through the safety
of a mind-controlled virtual reality.
Should anything go wrong, a simple disconnect makes escape possible. Is this what the truly wise
seek? Don’t think it is all science
fiction. Is this not all too similar to
the virtual realities we create here

Prayer vigils for life

on earth through the various social
networking sites? Now, I do not
wish to suggest that virtual social
networking is bad or that everyone
should disengage the new technologies that allow us to connect
with one another. But it is all too
facile to become so absorbed in
these digital worlds that it very
much resembles Pandora.
Manipulation often takes place
in the digital world where everything is controlled by a source so
powerful and distant that it might
as well be called the All Mother.
And the avatars we can create in
the digital world allow for an easy
escape from the real world of honest responsibility. With a digital
identity I can interact with others
at a convenient distance creating
what can ultimately become a
grossly lugubrious existence.
Contrast this with the wise men
we celebrate during the season of
Epiphany. At first they relied on the
stars to guide them but they soon
discovered that the stars point beyond themselves to some One. The

Magi sought out this One and mitment to go forth into a world
found a God who is excitingly and where the twists and turns of realidangerously close. In Christ, God ty are unknown to us, and the achas a face and hands and toes and a tions and reactions of real people
voice that brings him so close to us cannot be rehearsed. This world of
that we cannot possibly avoid the the flesh, this world of the God
demands he will make upon us. A made flesh, is dangerous and exGod who has a face and a personal- citing and when things go awry we
can’t hit the escape butity can make the greatest
ton. Instead, we must
demand of all: that we
love—in the flesh.
should love; not from the
Yes, the incarnate God
safety of a laptop but face
is dangerous because he
to face and eye to eye. He
is close. His is the voice
hands himself over to us
that made some men
in the form of a baby and
gnash their teeth and St.
asks, “Here I am; will you
Paul collapse to the
try to manipulate me?”
A God who is a body is FATHER MICHAEL ground. His is the face
dangerous, but also ex- WARREN, O.M.V. that made St. Peter weep
and St. John sing. His are
citing and adventurous.
He calls us to set out like the Magi the hands that flipped tables and
on an adventure that will demand drove merchants from the Temple,
the utmost from us, the demand to but made other men see. The
give him homage and to love in story of the fleshy revelation of
concrete ways the real people in God in Jesus Christ is dangerous
our lives, even if they are blue. The and exciting and adventurous, and
real world of flesh and blood is the the truly wise are the ones who
world of Jesus Christ and it is far seek it.
more exciting than any digital fanFather Michael Warren is an
tasy we could create. In the
Eucharist he demands of us the Oblates of the Virgin Mary priest
“Amen” of acknowledging his who serves as a parochial vicar at
fleshly existence but also the com- Holy Ghost Church in Denver.

Save the date: Rocky Mountain Men’s Conference
BY PHIL WEBB JR.

The
inaugural
Rocky
Mountain
Catholic
Men’s
Conference last March was a
huge success, drawing nearly
800 men from across the state.
The 2010 conference will take
place 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. March
20 at the Pikes Peak Center in
Colorado Springs. It will feature
a full day of talks, testimonies,
music, confession and blessing
of priests.
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., will celebrate the
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR
day’s closing Mass. The event is
IN HONOR of the Year for Priests, the archdiocesan Respect Life Office
organized by the Marriage and
is sponsoring monthly prayer vigils in front of the Planned Parenthood
Family Life Offices of Colorado
clinic at 7155 E. 38th Ave. Attendees gather for Mass at 8:15 a.m. at St.
Springs and Denver.
James Church, 1311 Oneida St. The vigil in front of the clinic follows. More
The conference aim is to unite
than 100 people participated in the Jan. 2 vigil, which was led by Father all Catholic men in the Denver,
Dan Norick. Above: Led by priests (not pictured) faithful of all ages pray Pueblo and Colorado Springs
for an end to abortion at the Nov. 7 vigil. The next vigil is set for Feb. 6.
dioceses as brothers in Christ,

arming them to proclaim the
Gospel of Christ and his kingdom through all aspects of their
lives and able to mobilize other
men for the advance of the kingdom.
The 2010 conference theme is
“Seize Life!” The Scriptural exhortation for the conference is:
“I came that they may have life,
and have it abundantly” ( Jn
10:10).
The extraordinary lineup of
speakers includes columnist and
bioethics expert Father Tad
Pacholczyk, Paradisus Dei ministry founder Steve Bollman,
Augustine Institute president Tim
Gray, National Fellowship of
Catholic Men executive director
Bill Moyer, and FOCUS campus
ministry founder Curtis Martin.
Music will be provided by
Denver’s Shaun Garrison. Sean

Dalton, West Regional director for
FOCUS, will emcee the event.
“A conference like this calls
men to greatness,” Dalton said.
“That greatness is heroic servant
leadership, in imitation of Christ,
in our marriages, families,
parishes and communities.
When more than 1,000 men
gather to commit themselves to
this it is very inspiring and is sure
to have an eternal impact.” Preregistration costs $35 for men 18
years and older ($50 the day of
the conference). College students pay $25 and high school
students are free with a father’s
or guardian’s registration. Clergy
and seminarians can attend for
free but need to register for the
meal count. To register, visit
www.RockyMountainCatholicM
ensConference.com or call 719636-2345.

B

‘YEAR FOR PRIESTS’ DAILY PRAYER CALENDAR
Please pray for the following priests on the indicated days,
in honor of the Year for Priests:
WEDNESDAY

27

JAN.

THURSDAY

28

FRIDAY

29

Upcoming Events
‘Year for Priests’ Prayer Vigil: Feb. 6 / ‘Year for Priests’ Holy Hour: Feb. 19
For more information and other resources go to www.archden.org/yearforpriests

SATURDAY

30

SUNDAY

31

MONDAY

1

FEB.

TUESDAY

2

FR. NEAL
PFISTER

FR. NOÉ
CARREÓN

FR. PATRICK
DOLAN

FR. PATRICK
KENNEDY

FR. PATRICK
REARDEN

FR. PAUL
GOLDEN

FR. PAUL
MONTEZ

Ordination: 6-30-90

Ordination: 7-12-92

Ordination: 6-24-95

Ordination: 5-29-53

Ordination: 6-4-60

Ordination: 5-27-65

Ordination: 6-14-97
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Papal environmentalism:
pro-life and pro-marriage
In his Jan. 11 address to the diplomatic corps accredited to the
Holy See, Pope Benedict XVI continued to carve out an interesting Catholic position on ecology. The Pope insists that care for
creation is a moral obligation that falls on both individuals and
governments. His very invocation of “creation,” however, challenges the secular shibboleths that underwrite a lot of contemporary environmental activism.
Here is the money paragraph in the papal address to the diplomats assembled in the Sala Regia of the Apostolic Palace:
“Twenty years ago, the fall of the Berlin Wall and the collapse of
the materialistic and atheistic regimes which had for several
decades dominated a part of this continent, it was easy to assess the
great harm which an economic system lacking any reference to the
truth about man had done not only to the dignity and freedom of
individuals and peoples, but to nature itself, by polluting soil, water,
and air. The denial of God distorts the freedom of the human person, yet it also devastates creation. It follows that the protection of
creation is not principally a response to an aesthetic need, but
much more to a moral need, in as much as nature expresses a plan
of love and truth which is prior to us and comes from God.”
Now, the overlap between orthodox Christians and radical environmentalists may not be what the mathematicians call a “null
set;” but I rather doubt that those who qualify on both counts
would fill, say, the new Cowboys Stadium. Dubieties on this front
harden when, two paragraphs later, the Pope explicitly linked an
aroused environmental conscience to the inalienable right-to-life:
“…this concern…for the environment should be situated within
the larger framework of the great challenges now facing
mankind… . [Thus] how can we separate, or even set at odds, the
protection of the environment and the protection of human life,
including the life of the unborn? It is in man’s respect for himself
that his sense of responsibility is shown. As Saint Thomas
Aquinas has taught us, man represents all that is most noble in
the universe…”
Two paragraphs after that, Benedict tied care for the environment
to the defense of marriage rightly understood—another issue that
does not, I suspect, loom large on the agenda of Greenpeace:
“…we must remember that the problem of the environment is
complex; one might compare it to a multifaceted prism.
Creatures differ from one another and can be protected, or endangered, in different ways, as we know from daily experience.
One such attack comes from laws or proposals which, in the
name of fighting discrimination, strike at the biological basis of
the difference between the sexes. I am thinking, for example, of
certain countries in Europe, or North and South America…”—
that is, countries (or, in our case, states) that have given legal
sanction to so-called “same-sex marriage.”
So: according to Benedict XVI, a consistent Catholic environmentalism must include the defense of life from conception until
natural death and the defense of marriage as the stable union of a
man and a woman. Indeed, I expect the Pope would argue that
any environmentalism worthy of the name would take up the
cause of life and the cause of marriage, for the truths that undergird the Catholic pro-life position and the Catholic defense of
marriage-rightly-understood are moral truths that can be known
by reason—they’re not some “sectarian” Catholic theological chicanery, the Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives and the
Vice President of the United States notwithstanding.
It will be interesting to see if the new papal environmentalism
coaxes a few brave souls from the ecology camp into common
cause with those less politically correct movements in defense of
life and marriage. I’m skeptical, not least because of decades of
moral confusion during which radical environmentalists have
shown far more concern for endangered species of insects than
for endangered pre-born children. As for the gay insurgency, it
takes no prisoners and is unlikely to see its cause as counter-environmental. Still, the papal challenge has been laid down, and as
they say in Rome, “We think in centuries here.”

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Jan. 31: Fourth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Jeremiah 1:4-5; 17-19
• Psalm 71:1-6, 15-17
• 1 Corinthians 13:4-13
• Luke 4:21-30
Overview: God’s love and mercy
is for everyone. Although this message was first communicated to
one, particular people—the
Jews—it was meant for every race
and nation. In this week’s first
reading Jeremiah describes his
calling. Chosen by God long before
he was born, Jeremiah was called
to be “a prophet to the nations.”
The son of a priest Jeremiah grew
up in Anathoth, a small town located about two miles northeast of
Jerusalem. Jeremiah witnessed
one of the most tumultuous periods in Israel’s history when Assyria,
which had long dominated Judah,
fell to the Babylonians. Religious
syncretism and idolatry had undermined the Jewish nation, and

eventually led to Jerusalem’s
downfall. The history of the chosen
people has always been closely
bound up with that of her neighbors and so Jeremiah’s mission was
not solely limited to Israel, but “to
the nations.” This reading sets the
stage for Christ’s appearance in the
synagogue, where he announces
the Gospel of salvation. The second reading is one of the most
beautiful and inspiring passages in
the whole Bible. Often referred to,
simply, as St. Paul’s “chapter on
love,” this reading sums up the essential Gospel message. Of all
Christian virtues, “the greatest of
these is love.” In this week’s Gospel
Jesus began his public ministry
preaching in the synagogue at
Nazareth. At first, the people “were
amazed at the gracious words that
came from his mouth.” But then
their mood quickly changed. They
became so furious that they tried
to kill him. His allusion to Elijah
and Elisha communicated to his
audience how God will punish
them and bless the Gentiles unless
they lived up to their divine calling
as the holy people of God and
“light to the nations” (Is 60:1-3).
Key verse: “A prophet to the
nations I appointed you” (Jer
1:5).

“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “As sacrament, the
Church is Christ’s instrument.
‘She is taken up by him also as the
instrument for the salvation of
all,’ ‘the universal sacrament of
salvation,’ by which Christ is ‘at
once manifesting and actualizing
the mystery of God’s love for
men’” (No. 776).
Pope Benedict XVI: “God is
love, and he who abides in love
abides in God, and God abides in
him” (1 Jn 4:16). These words
from the First Letter of John express with remarkable clarity the
heart of the Christian faith: the
Christian image of God and the
resulting image of mankind and
its destiny. In a world where the
name of God is sometimes associated with vengeance or even a
duty of hatred and violence, this
message is both timely and significant” (“Deus Caritas Est,” 1).
Life application: The Catholic
Church is Christ’s instrument of
love and mercy in the world. We
have been called, like Israel before her, to be a holy people and a
light to the nations. This divine
calling is fulfilled only to the extent that each of us “strives eagerly for the greatest spiritual gifts”
the greatest of which is love.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Kudos for ‘One Family’
I want to applaud Archbishop
Chaput and the Archdiocese of
Denver’s latest program “One
Family Under God,” which was
outlined in the Jan. 13 Denver
Catholic Register (“Program
aims to unite faithful as ‘One
Family Under God’). The archbishop is deserving of positive
acknowledgement
for
the
Catholic Church’s efforts to
more fully integrate and unite
Spanish-speaking and Englishspeaking members of the
Church into “one body.”
We can no longer deny the impact and presence of our growing Hispanic population and the
need for them to be able to more
fully assimilate into our communities. This issue should be

brought before our legislators
on a daily basis. Too many of
these people are living on the
margins of our society and have
no voice; yet they work in our
restaurants, care for our children, tend our fields and do various other manual labor that
helps drive our economy. I believe whole-heartedly that a
force as powerful at the Church
must continue to call for action
to bring about positive change
soon.
I am proud to be a descendent
of a Polish immigrant who was
able to become a citizen of our
country when so many roadblocks did not stand in his way.
May the Church continue to be
the voice and example that our
president and Congress need to

take the lead from in regard to the
plight of our current immigrants.
Kevin Gizinski
Denver

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number. We
rely on our readers to recognize that the
opinions expressed in letters to the
editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Letters containing plainly
misstated facts, misinformation or
libelous statements will not be printed.
Unsigned letters will not be printed.
Letters will be edited. Send letters to:
Editor, Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 or fax to
303-715-2045. E-mail us at:
editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Jan. 31: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
Feb. 1: Provincial Bishops’ Meeting, JPII Center (10:30 a.m.)
Feb. 2: Mass, Christ the King Chapel (12:10 p.m.), followed by blessing of the grotto of Our Lady, St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Jan. 25 - 28: Catholic Leadership Institute, Orlando, Fla.
Jan. 29: Mass and confirmation, Christ the King Parish, Denver (7 p.m.)
Jan. 30: Mass, Mother of God Parish (4 p.m. and 6 p.m.)
Jan. 31: Mass, Mother of God Parish (10 a.m. and noon); Speaker, Parent Life Meeting, Light of the World
Parish, Littleton (6:30 p.m.)
Feb. 1: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Provincial Bishops’ Meeting, JPII Center (10:30 a.m.)
Feb. 2: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)

CORRECTION
A story in last week’s Denver Catholic Register about the Respect Life Mass had a typo in an award winner’s
name; the correct spelling of the recipient’s name is Mary Lancaster. In addition, Peter Spagnuolo accepted
the Pro-Vitae Award on behalf of the Knights of Columbus of Colorado. The Register apologizes for any confusion the errors may have caused.
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THE CATEQUIZ’EM
Which book is at the end of
the Old Testament?

b. The sound of their spurs will never end;
c. There is no end to their chariots.
5. This book is at the end of the Old
Testament:
a. Micah;
b. Malachi;

BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON

c. Manatee.
The apocalypse is a hot topic right now; this
quiz looks at endings in the Bible and Church
history.

6. This battle is believed by many Christians
to be the one that will cause the end of the
world:

1. According to Genesis 6, human history
could have been very short. Whom does God
tell he has decided to put an end to all mortals on earth, and why?

a. Armageddon;
c. Anacletus.

a. Moses, because the Egyptians worship
cats;

7. What is unusual about the end of Mark’s
Gospel?

b. Noah, because people have become immoral;

a. It was written in Latin, not Greek;

c. The Israelites, because they have broken
the Commandments.
2. This man, though a Jew, took over land,
according to Exodus, as famine reduced people to slavery from one end of Egypt’s territory to the other:
a. Joseph;
b. Moses;
c. Aaron.
3. Daniel 8 tells how Daniel is given understanding about a dream about “end times.”
What is that?

b. Atlantis;

b. It originally admitted that Jesus was buried
and did not rise;
c. It has two know versions, a shorter and a
longer one.
8. What is different about the end of Luke’s
Gospel?
a. It was only an end of a volume, because the
same author continues the story of the
Church in Acts;
b. It is an ending only because the text was
compromised after the fall of Rome;
c. It was originally the beginning chapter.

a. The end of the world;

9. The Gospel of John has a clear reference
to tradition. It explicitly tells us that:

b. The day that everyone becomes saved;

a. Priests are only to wear vestments;

c. Jan. 1, 2012.

b. There was a lot known about Jesus that
was not written;

a. They have saddles without end;

c. There were several men whose composite
identity resulted in the biblical Jesus.
ANSWERS: 1.b, 2.a, 3.a, 4.c, 5.b, 6.a, 7.c,
8.a, 9.b

4. Isaiah 2 gives us interesting details about
the wealth of the Philistines, including this
nugget of information, which makes their
many horses useful:

ASK AN APOLOGIST
Q: TAKING FOR GRANTED THAT THE HOLY FAMILY WAS
NOT STILL IN THE CAVE WHERE JESUS WAS BORN, HOW
OLD WAS JESUS WHEN HE WAS VISITED BY THE “WISE
MEN” OF THE EAST AND WAS THE HOLY FAMILY IN
BETHLEHEM OR HAD THEY RETURNED TO NAZARETH?
A: The Gospels are somewhat mysterious
as to the exact timing of the arrival of the
Magi. However, we can deduce certain key
facts from the text. First, we know that the
Holy Family was not still in the cave or
manger when the wise men visited. In
Matthew 2:11, we read that when the Magi
arrived at the place where Jesus was, they
“entered (a) house.” Now, where or whose
house this may have been still raises some
debate. While some have speculated that
Jesus and his parents may have been back
in Nazareth by now, the text seems to suggest otherwise. Following the leading of a
star, the Magi first find their way to
Jerusalem. From here, King Herod sends
them to Bethlehem, a mere six miles away,
where Old Testament prophecies reported
the Messiah was to be born. Going on their
way, the star continued to lead them to
Jesus’ exact location. Knowing that the
Holy Family’s hometown of Nazareth was
actually in the opposite direction, it seems
clear that the Magi find the child in
Bethlehem, not Nazareth. While we don’t
know exactly whose house this is, we do
know that Bethlehem was Joseph’s hometown, and after the crowds from the cen-

sus began to clear out, the Holy Family
may have been taken in by relatives.
As to the dating of the event, Scripture is
relatively silent. Many scholars believe that
Jesus was between 41 days to 2 years old
at the time of the Magi’s visit. This is based
on the knowledge that Herod’s command—
when threatened by this infant king—was to
kill all children in and around Bethlehem 2
years old and younger. Secondly, Scripture
tells us that Jesus was presented in the
Temple according to the Jewish law when
he was 40 days old (Luke 2:22). Just after
the departure of the Magi, God tells Joseph
in a dream to take his family and flee to
Egypt, which they appear to do almost immediately. This suggests that the
Presentation may have already taken place
prior to the visit of the wise men. All of
these factors notwithstanding, we are still
unclear on exactly how old Jesus was at
the time of his family’s departure.

This week’s apologist is Scott Powell, an
instructor at Denver’s Catholic Biblical
School. Send your question to:
editor@archden.org or to DCR editor, 1300
S. Steele St. Denver CO 80210.
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For Pope Benedict, a different shade of green
BY JOHN THAVIS

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Over the
last few months, Pope Benedict
XVI has opened a wider dialogue
on the subject of environmental
protection, and in the process put
a sharper focus on an issue that’s
become central to his pontificate.
It’s increasingly clear that the
“green” label slapped onto Pope
Benedict after he installed solar
panels at the Vatican and joined a
reforestation project in Europe
was not the whole story. Now the
pope is defining which shade of
green—in moral arguments that
are not always popular.
The pope began weighing in on
environmental themes in 2006.
His strong defense of the Amazon’s
fragile ecology, his appeals for safe
water and his warnings on pollution’s burden on the poor all received general acclamation.
When he approved the installation of solar panels on several
Vatican buildings and funded treeplanting in Hungary, the Vatican
drew praise for trying to become
the world’s first carbon-neutral
state.
But lately, the pope’s words on
ecology have raised eyebrows and
even some objections.

In a speech Jan. 11 to the diplomatic corps accredited to the
Vatican, the pope extended the
discussion of “human ecology” to
same-sex marriage.
“Creatures differ from one another and can be protected, or endangered, in different ways, as we
know from daily experience. One
such attack comes from laws or
proposals which, in the name of
fighting discrimination, strike at
the biological basis of the difference between the sexes,” he said.
That prompted protests from
homosexual activists, including
the head of an Italian gay organization, who said the pope’s linkage of
gay marriage and ecological irresponsibility was “almost comical.”
Pope Benedict, however, was
not trying to score a cheap political
point. His argument touched on
what might be called the leitmotif
of his pontificate: that man is not
God, and that man’s actions
should correspond to God’s plan—
or, as he phrased it to the diplomats, to “the structure willed by
the Creator.”
This is a long-held opinion of
the German pontiff. In 2004, in a
major Vatican doctrinal document
on the relationship of men and
women, then-Cardinal Joseph

Ratzinger said the “obscuring of
the difference or duality of the
sexes” was part of a misguided effort to free the human being from
biological conditioning.
Addressing the diplomats, the
pope said he was thinking of legislative initiatives in countries in
Europe, North America and South
America. Three days earlier, the
Parliament in heavily Catholic
Portugal was the latest to pass a
law that would legalize same-sex
marriage.
In the same speech, the pope
underlined that protecting the environment makes no sense unless
it begins with protecting human
life, including the life of the unborn. Here, too, the pope was emphasizing that the Church’s “green”
philosophy always puts the
human being at the center, precisely because humans are made
in God’s image.
Critics might argue that the
pope was hijacking environmental
issues to push the Church’s agenda
on the usual topics of abortion and
homosexuality. But in fact, the
pope’s analysis of morality and
ecology went in several other directions, too, challenging conventional policies.
One of his strongest points to
the audience of diplomats—and
one that received relatively little
coverage in mainstream media—
was that the protection of creation
demands a re-allocation of resources away from military spending and the development of nuclear weapons.
It echoed an appeal he made
for disarmament in his World
Peace Day message Jan. 1, which
was dedicated to the environment. In that text, the pope said
the continued existence of nuclear weapons “threatens the life
of the planet and the ongoing integral development of the present
generation and of generations yet
to come.”
Likewise, the pope probed the
link between war and ecological
damage. He noted that many current conflicts around the world
arose from a struggle for natural
resources, and in turn inflict immense harm on the environment.
He looked at the connection between environmental destruction
and migration, and pointed to the
drug trade in places like
Afghanistan, where agriculture is
largely dedicated to the production of narcotics. “If we want
peace, we need to preserve creation by rechanneling these activities,” he said.
In short, the pope’s analysis is
not a simple one, nor is it easily
categorized. His environmental
“position” touches on climate
change (he urged an international
agreement, warning that the future of some island nations is at
stake) and the global economic
crisis (which he blames in part on
the selfish activities of the investment industry).
He sees the ecological crisis as
part of a wider moral crisis.
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Haiti aid distribution going as quickly as possible
HAITIAN
girls wait
patiently in
line for
food and
water at an
encampment for
earthquake
survivors
in Port-auPrince,
Haiti, Jan.
22.
CNS PHOTO /HANS DERYK, REUTERS

WASHINGTON (CNS)—Aid distribution under military escort is
proceeding as quickly as possible
around Port-au-Prince, given that
many roads remain blocked by debris and thousands of people are
pressing aid agencies for assistance, said the head of operations
for Catholic Relief Services in Haiti.
“It has become impossible to do
any distribution without a military
escort,” Karel Zelenka, CRS country
representative, told Catholic News
Service Jan. 21. “That puts stress on
other parts of life here.” Driving the
security concerns, according to
Zelenka, is the escape of up to 5,000
inmates from the city’s prison.
Haitian President Rene Preval said
many of the escaped prisoners
have resorted to looting and armed

robbery in several Port-au-Prince
neighborhoods. Zelenka, who arrived in Haiti in October from
Zimbabwe, said CRS staff members
are working to distribute goods
from two warehouses in the capital
as well as from a large ship that was
able to dock at the city’s devastated
port. The Vatican has designated
CRS as the lead agency to coordinate aid from the global Catholic
Church. “On such a short notice it’s
just impossible to get these kinds of
quantities (of supplies) all over the
country,” he said. “There’s hardly
any infrastructure at all. Now, can
you imagine, you’re supposed to
move these huge quantities of supplies on roads that were nonexistent before the earthquake? It’s just
really inhuman.”

Pro-lifers urged to
keep up their efforts
WASHINGTON (CNS)—Despite
overcast skies, the mood at the Jan.
22 annual March for Life in
Washington was decidedly upbeat
as speaker after speaker urged the
crowd to keep up their efforts in the
pro-life arena. Several speakers told
the tens of thousands on the
National Mall— bundled in winter
gear and holding aloft placards
with pro-life messages or banners
identifying where they were from—
that they were now in the majority
and would continue to make inroads in society and in government
policies. Participants included people from Texas, Michigan, Ohio and
Massachusetts. The relatively subdued crowd cheered enthusiastically when speakers stressed that
abortion should never have been
part of health-care reform legislation before Congress or when
speakers criticized President
Barack Obama’s support for legal
abortion. Nellie Gray, president of
the March for Life Education &
Defense Fund— the group that organizes the march—told participants that their presence at the
37th annual march represented a
“whole new surge” for the pro-life
movement to not only continue to
educate government officials
about the immorality of abortion
but to also show a united front.
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Faithful fill cathedral to pray for end
to abortion on Roe anniversary
BY JOHN GLEASON

After a week of balmy temperatures, the mercury dropped
sharply Friday morning. But the
change in temperature didn’t
dampen the spirit of the faithful
who turned out for the Day of
Penance and Prayer Mass at the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception.
The Jan. 22 Mass solemnly
marked the anniversary of the
Supreme Court decision Roe v.
Wade, which made abortion on
demand legal in the United
States. Celebrated by Auxiliary
Bishop James D. Conley, the Mass
was held to pray for an end to
abortion, for the protection for
the lives of unborn children and
to support families in crisis.
Among those in the standingroom only crowd was actor and
ardent
pro-lifer
Eduardo

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

AUXILIARY BISHOP JAMES D. CONLEY addresses the congregation
gathered in the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception for
the Jan. 22 Respect Life Mass for Reparation and Penance.
Verastegui of “Bella” fame, and
students from Bishop Machebeuf
High School and St. Vincent de
Paul and St. James elementary
schools.

“We come together on the 37th
anniversary of the Roe v. Wade
decision with sorrow,” Bishop
Conley said beginning the Mass.
“Since that day in 1973 more than
50 million unborn children have
lost their lives to abortion—that’s
4,000 each day. We come here
mindful of the need of God’s
mercy and forgiveness.”
Bishop Conley went on to say
that thousands of women have
suffered psychological damage
due to having abortions. He
noted that the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops have designated
Jan. 22 as a special day of prayer,
penance and reparation for the
violence committed through acts
of abortion, as well as a day of
prayer for the complete and full
restoration of the legal guarantee
of the right to life of every human
person.
Noting the large number of
young people in the congregation, Bishop Conley asked all high
school and grade school students
to stand. Next he asked all college
students to stand. Finally, he
asked all those 37 years old or
younger to stand.
“You are the people who have
survived Roe v. Wade,” he said.
The congregation gave the
bishop a lengthy applause when
he asserted he is convinced that
the young people standing in the
church will see a time when abortion is no longer legal in the
United States.
“More than that,” he added,
“you’ll see a time when abortion
will be considered unthinkable.
A woman who is in difficulty due
to pregnancy won’t be forced to
consider abortion because we
will have reached out as a community, as a nation, in compassion and care and understanding.
I am convinced of this.”
Following the Mass, the congregation marched in silent vigil
across Colfax Avenue to attend a
pro-life rally sponsored by
Colorado Right to Life on the
steps of the State Capital. Many
carried signs declaring, “I’m a
pro-lifer—there is a higher court
than the Supreme Court.”
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Catholic schools get $599,000 grant
for teachers’ salary assistance
BY TERESA DEVINE

The Catholic Foundation for
the Roman Catholic Church in
Northern Colorado was established in 1998 to help northern
Colorado Catholics provide financial support to the missions
and ministries of the Church
closest to their hearts. Since the
organization’s
founding,
Catholic education has been a
cornerstone of that financial
support.
The foundation’s recent grant
of $599,000 for teachers’ salary
assistance puts the foundation’s
historic giving in support of
Catholic schools over the $26
million mark.
The foundation is awarding
teachers’ salary assistance
grants to 14 Catholic elementary
schools. Foundation president
Bud Laber said the grants are
given to schools to help them
maintain competitive salaries to
attract and retain quality educators.
There are 216 teachers serving
2,202 students in the schools receiving this year’s grant. Nearly
half of these students qualify for
free and reduced lunch, meaning their parents’ income is at or
below poverty level and they are

PHOTO PROVIDED

GUARDIAN ANGELS’ pastor Father Lawrence Kaiser, far left, Bud
Laber of the Catholic Foundation and principal Mary Gold pose with
students of the school.
able to pay very little toward tuition.
“Each year we work closely
with the Office of Catholic
Schools to identify the schools
most in need,” Laber said. “Now
more than ever, this collaboration is important to make sure
the funds are distributed most
efficiently to achieve the greatest influence.”
Richard Thompson, superintendent
of
archdiocesan
schools, agreed. Thompson said
that without this vital assistance, these schools could not

pay their teachers according to
the Archdiocese of Denver
Catholic Schools salary scale.
“Over time,” Thompson said,
“this would mean that we would
develop teaching communities
of ‘haves and have-nots.’ Even
though these teachers have a
strong sense of mission in serving our needy population, they
too must be compensated justly.
This grant helps make that possible. It not only helps pay
teachers but through them represents strong support for these

See Grant, Page 12
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Catholic schools: a solid foundation to build on
BY LORETTA OAKES

Have you ever heard of Turgot?
An English monk who lived during the 11th century, he is now
thought to be the architect of
Europe’s finest Norman cathedral. Though he laid the cornerstone of this building in 1093, he
never lived to see the church
completed.
Many of the ancient architects
designed and built beautiful
cathedrals knowing full well they
would never live long enough to
see their work complete. Yet they
built them anyway. They toiled
day after day, month after month,
year after year, never to see their
work finished. Today, through
their diligent effort, many beautiful cathedrals and churches

throughout Europe and the
Middle East still stand for us to
admire.
Architects know that the key to
a structure that endures time is
the foundation of which the
building stands. Jesus knew it too.
In Luke 6, Jesus says, “That one is
like a person building a house,
who dug deeply and laid the
foundation on rock; when the
flood came, the river burst
against the house but could not
shake it because it had been well
built. But the one who listens and
does not act is like a person who
built a house on the ground without a foundation. When the river
burst against it, it collapsed at
once and was completely destroyed.”
Catholic schools provide the

very foundation of which Jesus
spoke. The infusion of Catholic
ideas, faith and knowledge
woven throughout the entire curriculum gives children the ability
to build their foundation stone by
stone, brick by brick.
Life is not easy, especially in
these changing times. Societal
pressures on our young children
mount from very early on. With
cell phones, video games and the
Internet, kids are exposed to
many things that can eventually
take over if they are not properly
grounded in what is real.
Christianity is real. Faith is sometimes the only constant that can
see us through hard times.
Repeatedly in society, we see
where famous (and not so famous)
people give in to societal pressure
and the rigors of life because they
have no foundation. Many celebrities fall prey to drugs, alcohol and
other addictions because they
never received a strong foundation
in faith and in life. They rely on
themselves.The key elements of a
foundation include choosing the
right materials. It is the same with
our Catholic faith. If we go to the
“Home Depot of Faith,” we find
materials such as forgiveness,
knowledge, understanding, humility, mercy, justice, compassion
and perseverance. All these supplies fortify our foundation that
our God loves us and wants us to
be with him forever.
The “Home Depot of Faith” is
Catholic education. Each child is
nurtured socially, intellectually
and physically to be the best they
can be.
One
of
my
favorite
Communion
songs
is
“Sanctuary” by Jaci Velasquez.
The chorus includes the following words:
Lord, prepare me to be a
sanctuary
Pure and holy, tried and true
With thanksgiving,
I’ll be a living

“CATHOLIC SCHOOLS: Dividends for Life” is the theme selected for
Catholic Schools Week 2010, the annual celebration that focuses attention on the good work done by the nation’s Catholic schools. The week
will be observed Jan. 31 to Feb. 6. Catholic Schools Week is a joint project of the National Catholic Educational Association and the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops. The logo designed for the week features a cross superimposed on an outstretched hand. Rays coming
from behind the hand express the concepts of faith, knowledge, morals
and discipline—all beneficial aspects of a Catholic education.
He promised us that when the
Sanctuary for You.
It reminds all those going to re- storms come, if we believe in
ceive Jesus in the holy Eucharist him, our foundation will last and
that our hearts and souls are we will be with him eternally.
Turgot died in 1115, but the
sanctuaries for God. They are
temples for God. As a temple for Durham Cathedral was not finthe Lord, our soul is our house ished until 1132. Yet Turgot set
the foundation that would last
and it is a house for the Lord.
This understanding is the basis even until today.
As parents, grandparents,
for all Christian life. That strong
awareness prepares us for those aunts and uncles or teachers our
times when the storms of life job is that of the unnamed archicome. Those storms come for tect. We toil every day for years,
everyone. Whether it is a loss of a but most of us will not see our
loved one, addictions of all kinds, work come to fruition in this life.
divorce, loss of job, depression, All we can do is give our children
disease, or just the rigors of the foundation of our Catholic
everyday life, we all experience faith so that when the storms
the storms. Jesus knew this and come they will weather them.
tried to prepare us by giving us Give your children the ultimate
gift. Give them Catholic educathe words in Luke’s Gospel.
tion.
Loretta Oakes is a wife and the
mother of three children who attend a local Catholic school. She is
also the author of two upcoming
children’s books and maintains a
blog on science and faith
(http://lorettaoakes.blogspot.com/).
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Catholic school educators mark anniversaries
Schools across the nation will
observe Catholic Schools Week
Jan. 31-Feb. 6. As part of the observance, educators in the Denver
Archdiocese’s parochial schools
are recognized below for their
years of service. More educator
profiles will appear in the Feb. 3
Denver Catholic Register.

bachelor’s degree in psychology
and behavioral science with a
minor in elementary education
from Loretto Heights College.

45 YEARS

Mary Kircher believes we can all
learn a lot from first-graders.
“There
is
nothing quite
like reading a
Bible story to a
roomful
of
children—and
watching the
wonder and
excitement on
their faces,” she said. “It’s amazing
how they love God and understand just what it is he wants from
us.” Kircher described her 35 years
of teaching—30 at Nativity—as a
“wonderful, joyful experience.”
Her goal is to educate students
spiritually, intellectually, physically, socially and emotionally; and to
set the bar high so children can
achieve their full potential. Kircher
received an undergraduate degree
at Kearney State College in
Kearney, Nebraska and a master’s
Degree from the University of
Colorado Denver.

Ralph Taylor
Regis Jesuit High School
As a teacher for 47 years—45 of
them at Regis Jesuit—Ralph Taylor
said his role
has been to
“e n c o u r a g e
free minds to
seek the truth
and have the
courage to live
out the truth
they
find.”
Taylor currently teaches AP
English literature and composition, and AP U.S. history and U.S.
literature at the boys division of the
school.

35 YEARS
Johanna O’Connell
Nativity of Our Lord
Johanna O’Connell began her
career with the archdiocese at All
Saints in 1975
teaching third
grade. In 1979
when
the
school closed,
she moved to
Nativity where
she has been
for 31 years. In
that time she has taught first grade,
middle school science and math,
eighth-grade homeroom and
computer technology. Currently
she serves as assistant principal.
“Being in the same school for this
long has allowed me to experience
the greatest joy in seeing students
return for visits as young adults—
and even sometimes as parents of
the next generation entrusted to
me,” she said. She feels the most
important components of educating students are faith, exploration,
discovery, wonder, high expectations, love of learning, setting a
good example, responsibility and
achievement. O’Connell holds a

30 YEARS
Mary Kircher
Nativity of Our Lord

Susan Shaver
Nativity of Our Lord
Susan Shaver accepted a fourthgrade teaching position at Nativity
in 1980 when
her two sons
were enrolled
there. “After 30
years, I still
love to teach—
and I love
teaching
fourth-graders
because they are somewhat independent, have a great sense of
humor and are eager to learn,” she
said. She believes it is important to
teach every child responsibility,
self-confidence, accountability, respect and compassion for others
and that “through our loving actions, empathy, and by following
the glorious example of our Lord
Jesus Christ, our children will mature effectively into adult citizens.”
She is inspired by Scripture as she
challenges students to achieve
their best in a rapidly changing

world, saying, “Train children in
the right way, and when old they
shall not stray.” Shaver holds a
bachelor’s degree in education
with a concentration in psychology.

25 YEARS
Donna Fehringer
Holy Trinity
Teaching in Catholic Schools is
more than just
a job to kindergarten through
eighth-grade
music teacher
Donna Fehringer. “I never intended on teaching in a Catholic Schools,” she said. “But after
experiencing life as a Catholic
school teacher, I didn’t want to do
anything else. It is a ministry! They
are my family.” Fehringer began
her career with the archdiocese at
Our Lady of Fatima 15 years ago,
then moved to St. Mary’s, before
moving to Holy Trinity. She believe
teachers need to address all of
their students’ needs. “They not
only need to know how to read and
write—but how to deal with daily
situations, their emotions, how to
succeed and how to relax,” she explained. She is thankful Catholic
Schools continue to support the
arts, as it is a means for exploring
life. Fehringer holds a bachelor of
art degree from Wayne State
College in Nebraska.

Rebecca Peel
Christ the King
A kindergarten teacher at Christ
the
King,
Rebecca Peel
remains enthusiastic
after 25 years
at the school,
“I still love
teaching!” she
said. “Every
child is special
and can learn.” In addition to
teaching kindergarten, Peel has
taught preschool; first through
fifth grades; art; reading; and been
the assistant director at a preschool. She holds a bachelor of science degree from Illinois State
University and has completed 45
hours of graduate-level education.
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Regis University receives award Teacher
Regis University received the
Educating for Justice Award from
the Catholic Campus Ministry
Association Exemplary Award subcommittee at the annual U.S.
Catholic Bishops’ Breakfast on
Nov. 17 in Baltimore, Md.
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., of Denver accepted
the award on behalf of Regis’ program, Romero House, and presented the award to Peter D.
Rogers, director of the school’s
University Ministry, on Dec. 21 at
the Catholic Pastoral Center.
“I’m especially grateful to the
archbishop for accepting this
award for Regis University and our
Romero House,” said Jesuit Father
Michael Sheeran, Regis president.
“Romero House consists of four
to five students and one live-in
house coordinator,” said Rogers.
“The community organizes its own
social justice exploration, spiritual
reflection, house responsibilities,
and meals.”
The goal of the Romero House
community is to nurture spiritual
growth in one another and to support each other while striving for a
deeper understanding of social
justice.
The CCMA Exemplary Award
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ARCHBISHOP Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., presents the U.S.
bishops’ Educating for Justice
Award to Regis University’s
Peter D. Rogers, director of
University Ministry, on Dec. 21.
sub-committee consists of campus minister representatives from
around the United States. Each
year, the committee selects six
campus ministry programs and
one vocation program among
hundreds, that demonstrate the
values and goals set forth by the
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops 1985 pastoral letter,
“Empowered by the Spirit.”

Grant

From Page 1

From Page 9

wrong, Sferra simply asks, “Why is
that?” He wants them to explore
possibilities: to think, to sort out,
to examine an answer even if it
turns out not to be right.
Sometimes a response will make
him sit back and chortle, a sound
his students call his “evil laugh.”
“I tell my kids not to make the
same mistakes over and over,” he
said. “Make new ones. Eventually
you’re going to run out of mistakes.”
For Sferra, his long career isn’t
about the number of years he’s
taught, or how many national
championships his students have
accumulated, or the honors bestowed on him by the Colorado
High
School
Activities
Association, or having Mullen
name the library after him.
Rather, it’s about teaching, and
more important, why he became
a teacher.
“You have to love it,” he said
waving his hand over the classroom. “This is a job I love coming
to every day.”
Looking over the class, he
breaks into his famous “evil laugh”
and adds with obvious affection,
“Even with a class like this.”

parents and children.”
As is tradition for the foundation, Laber and foundation
trustees personally deliver these
award checks to the recipient
schools.
“Visiting the schools gives us a
hands-on opportunity to experience directly the significance of
our grants in the schools,” Laber
said. “Our donors make an impact in the Catholic community
of northern Colorado. Thanks to
their
generosity,
Catholic
schools can afford talented and
dedicated teachers who provide
faith formation to the next generation of Catholics in a rigorous
academic setting.”
In addition to the annual grant,
The Catholic Foundation is focused on the long-term financial
strength of the schools to help
sustain them year after year.
“Building parish and school
endowments is a crucial element in securing the schools’ future stability and effectiveness
and this year’s uncertain economy makes it more clear than
ever that these schools need an
assured, predictable source of
income independent from their
day-to-day revenues,” said
Laber.
The Catholic Foundation is
working with parishes and
schools, such as Guardian

Pray
the
Rosary

THE CATHOLIC
FOUNDATION
The Catholic Foundation helps
support Catholic schools, parishes, future priests and the poor
by inspiring and facilitating taxwise giving and planning that
promotes the Gospel, transforms
lives and glorifies God. For more
information, visit www.the
catholicfoundation. com or call
Bud Laber or Mary Morroni at
303-468-9885.

Angels in northwest Denver, to
build endowments in ways that
are rewarding for donors by
making it easy for donors to
learn about the financial tools
they can use to wisely plan their
gifts so that their gifts can return
benefits to them.
“Depending on the gift plan
and the donor’s circumstances,”
Laber noted, “school supporters
may increase their income, decrease their estate tax, provide
cash to meet immediate needs,
or receive a tax deduction for an
asset such as real estate they no
longer use or want to maintain.
“We look forward to working
with more parishes and schools
in the archdiocese to establish
deferred giving programs,” he
added. “Which will give expression to the desire of their school
families and donors to build a
legacy of faith.”
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Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Liturgy and Luncheon: to highlight vocation of women’s religious life at
Mullen Home, 3629 W. 29th Ave.,
Denver. Father Matthew Hartley will
be celebrant and homilist. Lunch to
follow Mass. RSVP by Feb. 4 by calling
303-594-7420.
Feb. 6: 10:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Hearling Service and Praise Mass: at
St. Catherine of Siena Parish, 4200
Federal Blvd., Denver. See ad on page
12.
Feb.6: 6:30 p.m.

Free Lenten series: for parents, vices
in our ”World and Virtues to combat
them” at Holy Family High School,
5195 W. 144th Ave., Broomfield.
Begins Feb. 18: 7 p.m.
Living the Catholic Faith Conference:
at Colorado Convention Center,
Denver. Come hear reflections by
leaders in the Church today. Register
online at www.archden.org/lcfc2010 or
call 303-715-3260 for details.
Feb. 26 - 27

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS

Try your Luck: during Bingo Night at
Sts. Peter and Paul Parish, 3900
Pierce St., Wheat Ridge. Games, chili
and hotdogs.
Jan. 29: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Father Mitch Pacwa SJ: to speak on
“Discerning God’s Will” at Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish, 11385 Grant
Drive, Northglenn. Tickets $20 per
person. Call 970-669-8000 for details.
Jan. 29: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Open House: at Sacred Heart of Jesus
Grade School, 2314 14th St., Boulder.
Call 303-447-2362 for more information.
Jan. 31: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Feb. 4: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Notre Dame Grade School: at 2165 S.
Zenobia St. Denver to host open house
for potential students and parents.
Call 303-935-3549 for more information.
Jan. 31: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
St. Louis Grade School: in Louisville is
hosting an open house, 925 Grant
Ave., Louisville. Enjoy a cup of coffee,
tour the facility and talk with teachers. Call 303-666-6401 Ext. 14 for
more information.
Jan. 31: 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
St. Valentine Dance for Haiti Relief:
sponsored by CLAY (Catholic Life And
You) at 555 E. 10th St., Denver. Great
music, food and chance to make new
friends. Cost is $15 person/$25 couple. Call 720-244-1951 for details.
Feb. 6: 7 p.m.
A Mardi Gras Auction: at Our Lady of
Lourdes, 2256 S. Logan St., Denver.
Dinner, auction, music and raffle. Cost
$30 per ticket. Call 303-722-7525 for
reservations.
Feb. 6: Mass 4:30 p.m.
Dinner 5:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Called, Gifted and Sent Forth: a weekend women's retreat to be held at
Sacred Heart Retreat House in
Sedalia, Colo. Guest speakers to include Father John Paul Leyba and
Jeanette DeMelo. Call 303-745-6157
for information.
Jan. 29 - 31
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A conversation with John Crowley, the heroic father depicted in ‘Extraordinary Measures’
BY JOHN GLEASON

When John Crowley got married, he never dreamed that his
life, and that of his family, would
take the journey it has. That voyage has taken them down a road
of despair, shock, hope and inspiration. It’s a story that was
the subject of a book and now a
major motion picture called
“Extraordinary Measures” (CBS
Films) starring Brendan Fraser
and Harrison Ford. The tag line
from the movie reads, “Don’t
hope for a miracle—make one!”
For Crowley, it became his
mantra.
A biotechnology executive
and entrepreneur, John and wife
Aileen were stunned to learn in
1998 that their children, Megan
and Patrick, had been diagnosed with Pompe disease
(glycogen storage disease type
II), a neuromuscular disorder in
which the body is incapable of
breaking down glycogen, a
stored form of sugar the body
uses for energy. Buildup of this
material causes muscle weakness and affects other body tissues including the heart, liver
and nervous system. The disorder affects one in 40,000 to
300,000 people.
The movie, which has opened
to rave reviews, deals with
Crowley’s heroic crusade to find

ed to hope, which then turned to
determination.
Q: Has faith played a part in
this journey?
A: A tremendous part. Yes,
there were many times when we
questioned that faith. And times
you keep praying and hoping
and even wondering if there is a
loving God. But then you realize
that you’ve been put into a circumstance for a reason and at
that point you pray even harder
for strength and inspiration.
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JOHN CROWLEY, the father whose story is depicted in the film “Extraordinary Measures,” discusses his quest to find a cure for Pompe disease.
a therapy to help his children. as to how you handle those
Crowley was in town Jan. 13 and challenges.
talked with the Denver Catholic
Q: When you first heard this
Register about his family’s journey and the faith that sustained diagnosis—what went through
your mind?
them throughout.
A: It started with shock; we
Q: Did you think when you never expected it. Megan was 15
were young that the journey months, Patrick was an infant.
you’ve been on was in store for We went through grief and denial. Then I sat down at the comyou?
A: No. When you’re young you puter and learned all I could
think that everything is going to about this disease and eventually
go as planned, but it never does. found out there were researchers
But the challenges you do get who were working on potential
seem to be directly proportional therapy. That discovery translat-

Q: Your children began their
therapy in 2003. How quickly
did you see a response?
A: Literally that night. Aileen
was at the hospital, I was talking
to her on the phone and in the
background I could here Megan
and Patrick laughing and talking, refusing to go to sleep. The
material in their bodies was finally breaking down and the
kids were on a sugar high. The
solid evidence came a few weeks
later when tests revealed that
their hearts were significantly
improving. Today they go in for
a 12-hour treatment every other
week and the outlook is very
good. In fact Megan is already
planning her wedding.
Q: Your story was profiled in
the Wall Street Journal, which

grew into a book that actor-producer Harrison Ford eventually
turned
into
the
film,
“Extraordinary
Measures.”
What went through your mind?
A: At first we were skeptical
and apprehensive. It took the
better part of six months for us
to get to know the producers
and understand their way of
thinking. It wasn’t an overnight
thing but everyone has been terrific and we’re extremely pleased
with the result.
Q: What are people going to
take away from this film?
A: I think everybody will be
touched by it. You don’t have to
be the parent of a special needs
child to understand the messages of hope and inspiration.
We worked hard to present an
uplifting movie and that’s what
we got. If people walk away with
anything I want them to be inspired as we’ve been inspired by
the kids.
“Extraordinary
Measures,”
staring Brendan Fraser and
Harrison Ford is rated A-III—
adults by the USCCB Office for
Film & Broadcasting. The
Motion Picture Association of
America rating is PG—parental
guidance suggested. Some material may not be suitable for children.

