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Honoring Mary as Our Lady of Guadalupe
BY JOHN GLEASON

PROFESSOR ROBERT
GEORGE

Q&A: Deacon Warren

As the feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe approaches a statue of
her that has been on display at the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate
Conception
in
Denver, has been restored to its
original condition.
The feast of our Lady of
Guadalupe, observed Dec. 12,
commemorates appearances of
Mary to Juan Diego, an Indian
peasant, in Mexico in 1531. A basilica in Mexico City honoring Mary
under this title holds a miraculous
image of her that appeared on
Diego’s tilma (cloak) and convinced the local bishop to honor
her request, made through the
peasant, for a shrine to be built on
Tepeyac Hill. Her apparitions are
said to have resulted in millions of
conversions to Catholicism. The
feast of St. Juan Diego is today,
Dec. 9, and marks the first of
Mary’s four visits to him.
During recent renovations to the
Denver cathedral, which is located
at the corner of Colfax Avenue and
Logan Street, it was discovered
that the statue of Our Lady of
Guadalupe had become damaged,
according to Msgr. Thomas Fryar,
V.G., pastor of the cathedral.
“The 4-foot tall statue was being
removed so work could be done to
the walls,” he said. “In moving the
statue we discovered that it had
deteriorated in some places—broken pieces and such. It was in need
of being touched up.”
Msgr. Fryar said he believes the
statue came to the cathedral in
the 1970s when some renovations were being done. But the
statue itself is considerably older
than that.
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RAY GERKEN, center above, and Vinson Nguyen place a statue of
Our Lady of Guadalupe back in her place at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, located at the corner of
Colfax Avenue and Logan Street, on Dec. 2. The statue was recently repaired through Gerken’s Religious Supplies. Msgr.
Thomas Fryar, pastor of the cathedral, invites the faithful to visit
the statue and participate in the 5:45 p.m. Sunday vespers that
precede the 6:30 p.m. Mass during the Advent season.

SENIOR REVIEW

“It’s old, could be as much as 75
years or more,” said Michael
Gerken of Gerken’s Religious
Supplies, who oversaw the restoration process. “As you examine it
you see fine detail and artistry you
don’t find in statues made today.
It’s a fine piece of art but over the
years it got dinged up from being
moved or people touching it.
“This statue had broken pieces
around the base and contained a
great deal of soot because of all the
candles lit in front of it over the
years.”
Gerken estimated it took some
10 hours to bring the statue back to
its original form.
“Remember that statues such as
Our Lady of Guadalupe were created by artists,” he said. “Finding
someone who is skilled at this sort
of restoration can be difficult, but
we have someone who we’ve
worked with for many years. They
restored the plaster and gave it a
new paint job and the statue looks
good as new.”
The job was completed ahead of
schedule and the statue was returned to its place in a side chapel
of the cathedral. Msgr. Fryar was
pleased that the restoration was
completed in time for the feast day.
“It’s nice to have it back in place,
in a condition that bespeaks the
dignity and the praise we want to
offer Mary’s feast day,” he said. “It’s
more appealing and attractive to
people as they come forward to
venerate Our Lady who came
among us to tell us to not be
afraid.”
Msgr. Fryar invites all the faithful
to view the restored statue and
participate in the 5:45 p.m. Sunday

See Mary, Page 7
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The Mexican Indian visionary of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, Juan Diego, was venerated long before his 2002 canonization. In 1531 the widower
saw apparitions of the Virgin of Guadalupe on
the hill of Tepeyac. He convinced Bishop Juan
de Zumarraga of Mary’s visitations and her desire to have a church built there when he
opened his cloak, releasing fresh flowers and revealing the imprint
of Our Lady’s image. Juan lived out his days by helping others,
© 2003 CNS
praying and doing penance near the shrine
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Centro San Juan Diego offers
distance-learning bachelor’s
degree through Mexican university

In Manhattan Declaration, Christians
unite to speak out on moral issues

BY ROSSANA GOÑI

On Nov. 20 a coalition of more
than 125 prominent Catholic,
Orthodox,
Anglican
and
Evangelical Christian leaders released
the
“Manhattan
Declaration: A Call of Christian
Conscience.”
The declaration—unveiled at a
news conference at the National
Press Club in Washington, D.C.—
calls on the wide-ranging
Christian community to stand in
solidarity to defend the sanctity
of human life, marriage as the
union of one man and one
woman, and the importance of
religious liberty.
The 4,700-word document also
informs civil authorities that the
signers will not, under any circumstances, abandon their
Christian consciences.
Among the signatories are
Denver Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M, Cap., Denver
Auxiliary Bishop James D. Conley,
Colorado Springs Bishop Michael
J. Sheridan and Focus on the
Family founder Dr. James
Dobson and president and CEO
Jim Daly.
“I was glad to be invited to sign
the declaration,” Archbishop
Chaput told the Denver Catholic
Register. “And glad to sign it because I believe in its content.”
In the document, signers declare, “We are Christians who
have joined together across historic lines of ecclesial differences
to affirm our right—and, more
importantly, to embrace our obligation—to speak and act in defense of these truths.”
Gary Schneeberger, vice president of ministry communications for Focus on the Family, attended the news conference releasing the declaration and described it as a historic moment.
“One of the most remarkable
aspects of it is it’s a pro-posal,” he
said. “It’s what our faith leads us
to stand for—versus being defined by what we’re against.”
The document recognizes the
duty to comply with laws
“whether we happen to like
them or not,” and goes on to
stipulate that “…we will not
comply with any edict that purports to compel our institutions
to participate in abortions, embryo-destructive research, as-

In a unique collaboration,
Centro San Juan Diego together
with Anáhuac University of
Mexico City has initiated a distance-learning program though
which Spanish-speaking students may earn a bachelor’s degree in religion.
Centro San Juan Diego is the
Denver Archdiocese’s Hispanic
institute offering pastoral and
family care to Spanish speakers.
Administrators said the distance-learning program responds to one of the most pressing needs in the Hispanic
Catholic community: faith formation. The program will enable
graduates to become leaders
with a solid understanding of
the truths of the Catholic faith
and the confidence to share that
knowledge with the faithful of
northern Colorado, particularly
Hispanic Catholics.
Alfonso Lara, director of formation and catechesis at Centro
San Juan Diego, is in charge of
the new program. It was
prompted, Lara said, by a need
for Spanish-speaking ministry
leaders with higher education.
“Especially,” he said, “for
those who see themselves working and developing their careers
around the Catholic Church.”
The program, Lara said, is a
dream made reality.
“We discussed the possibility
with a few universities in various
foreign countries and in the
process we discovered Anáhuac
University, which is one of the
best private universities in
Mexico,” Lara said. “Anáhuac
University is faithful to the
Church and the teachings of the
magisterium.”
Lara said the program will
have both online and classroom
components.
“The students will meet periodically in our virtual classroom
at Centro San Juan Diego,” he
said, “and they will receive instruction with a professor from
Mexico or another part of the
world.”

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
Contact: Alfonso Lara at 303295-9470 Ext. 111

The distance learning opportunity, Lara said, is a five-year
program.
“(It) is available to all
Catholics who have the intention of committing to a program
of higher education,” he said,
“and have the capacities and
legal requisites to obtain a degree offered by the educational
authorities in Mexico.”
Expressing enthusiasm over
the program’s first 15 students,
Lara said the Hispanic Catholic
community will benefit greatly
from them.
“We are preparing the next
generation of leaders, and we
are doing it with the best we
have, both in our backyard and
on an international level,” he
said. “I should also mention that
the students will not only be receiving instruction from the
professors of Mexico’s Anáhuac
University, they will be instructed by local priests who have academic preparation and teaching
experience of the highest level.”
Colorado Springs resident
Octavio Pérez, who was born in
Mexico City, said it’s important
for Hispanic ministry to respond
to the needs of those eager to
work in evangelization. Pérez
said he believes the program will
draw those who have an apostolate to service “that reflects the
love of God for the immigrant
community.”
“I am ready to prepare myself
to give a greater service to my
community,” he added.
Lara said the leaders of Centro
San Juan Diego are grateful to all
who have made the distancelearning bachelor’s degree a reality.
For more information about
the program, contact Lara at
303-295-9470 Ext. 111.
Translated by Katherine Haas.

Father ‘Rawley’ Myers,
noted writer, dies at 85
COLORADO SPRINGS—Mass
of Christian Burial was held for
Father Joseph “Rawley” Myers
on Dec. 1 at St. Mary Cathedral.
Burial followed at Evergreen
Cemetery. Father Myers died
Nov. 25 at the age of 85.
Father Myers was a priest for

60 years, with more than half of
that serving what would become
the Diocese of Colorado Springs.
In addition to being a priest, he
was a writer of many books over
five decades, an editor of the

See Myers, Page 12
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PROFESSOR Robert George, a drafter of the "Manhattan
Declaration: A Call of Christian Conscience" document, speaks at
the National Press Club in Washington Nov. 20.
sisted suicide and euthanasia,
or any other anti-life act; nor
will we bend to any rule purporting to force us to bless immoral sexual partnerships, treat
them as marriages or the equivalent, or refrain from proclaiming the truth, as we know it,
about morality and immorality
and marriage and the family.”
The declaration was the result
of several months of dialogue
among leaders of various denominations “admired for their public
witness on behalf of justice,
human rights and the common
good.” Talks culminated in a
meeting in Manhattan, N.Y., on
Sept. 28 thus the title “Manhattan
Declaration.”
It was drafted by Dr. Robert P.
George, McCormick Professor of
Jurisprudence at Princeton
University; Dr. Timothy George,
professor at Beeson Divinity
School at Samford University;
and evangelical leader Charles
Colson, founder of the Chuck
Colson Center for Christian
Worldview.
The goal of those who drafted
and signed the document is “not
just to get a lot of names on a
manifesto” but to “build a movement.” They hope thousands,
even millions, of Christians will
unite to advance their moral and
religious convictions in the public square.
“I think one of the goals of the
declaration is to galvanize good
people—beginning with Christians, but including believers and

TO SIGN THE
MANHATTAN
DECLARATION
Online:
www.ManhattanDeclaration.org
Telephone: 1-877-478-0100
non-believers alike—to organize,
work to change the direction of
our politics, culture, law and
mass media,” Archbishop Chaput
said. “And when necessary, to resist.”
As of Monday, 266,266 individuals had signed the document.
According to organizers, this
number has increased by as
much as 1,000 per hour.
Other prominent Catholic
leaders around the nation who
have signed the declaration include Cardinal Justin Rigali,
Archbishop of Philadelphia;
Timothy Dolan, Archbishop of
New York; Donald W. Wuerl,
Archbishop of Washington, D.C.;
Joseph F. Naumann, Archbishop
of Kansas City, Kans.; and George
Weigel, distinguished senior fellow at the Ethics and Public
Policy Center and syndicated
columnist for the Denver Catholic
Register.
Individuals may view or sign
the Manhattan Declaration online
at
www.Manhattan
Declaration.org. To receive a copy
by mail or add your name by telephone, call 1-877-478-0100.
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‘Maybe God is calling you to something more’
Deacon
Michael
James
Warren will be ordained a priest
of the Oblates of the Virgin Mary
order on Dec. 12 at Holy Ghost
Church in Denver.
Name:
Deacon
Michael
James
Warren,
O.M.V.
Age: 37
Born and
reared: Binghamton, N.Y.

Q: Describe your educational
and professional background.
A: Education: I attended
Seton Hall University in South
Orange, N.J., where I earned a
bachelor’s degree in economics
and Asian studies in 1995. I also
attended St. John’s Seminary in
Brighton, Mass., where I earned
a bachelor’s of philosophy in
2002, and later a master of divinity and a master of arts in
theology in 2008. Career experience: I worked for Prudential
HealthCare in financial underwriting from 1995-1997, and for
Towers Perrin Consulting as a
health and welfare consultant

for international corporations. I
also served as director of youth
ministry at Holy Trinity Church
in Westfield, N.J. from 19972000.
Q: What first interested you in
the priesthood and when did
you first feel called to the
priesthood?
A: My work with youth in New
Jersey introduced me to the importance of early life formation
and the witness of holy priests.
One afternoon my pastor said to
me, “You know, Mike, maybe
God is calling you to something
more.” Those words “something
more” resonated with me. I
began an intense and intimate
search for the “something
more.” Eventually, I came to the
conclusion that searching for
God had to be a full-time occupation. My pastor’s veiled invitation was the first time I considered the priesthood.
Q: What ultimately led you to
the seminary?
A: I discerned the priesthood
for about a year and a half with
the help of some very good
priests and friends. I had such
an intense longing for God, a
yearning for union with him,

that at some point it became
clear that no other option really
presented itself to me. Like any
normal man I originally wanted
to be married and have children
but the grace of God moved me
to find fulfillment in him alone,
which is why I ultimately chose
a more contemplative path toward priesthood.
Q: What are you most looking
forward to about the priesthood?
A: First, that I will be configured to “Christ the Head.” If I
were fully conscious of this reality, I would most likely die of ecstasy. The awareness of being
able to celebrate the sacraments, those saving vehicles of
grace, is also a great thrill. Third,
my responsibility for the
Eucharist, not just its celebration but its protection, is very
important to me. There is nothing more vital for the development of faith in the world than
the Eucharist and the priesthood. Those two sacraments
make the Church; that is an
awesome reality to be participating in. Finally, it is a great
privilege to be an agent of healing for God’s people.

Q: What do you find most
daunting about the priesthood?
A: Discovering the right balance between my distinct personality and being an icon of
Christ. When people look at the
priest they want to see Christ,
which is all grace; but the man
doesn’t simply disappear. Every
priest is the icon according to his
own particular characteristics, so
he wants his personality to be a
bridge to Christ, never an obstacle. Integrating the personality
and the iconic is quite the task;
thanks be to Jesus Christ we are
dependent upon grace.
Q: What is your favorite aspect of religious life?
A: When I first joined the
Oblates of the Virgin Mary I was
told that religious life lived well
guarantees two things: a sure
path to sanctity and the greatest
penance in life. They are both
true. Religious life is such an extraordinary freedom; we breathe
by the breath of God every day.
Religious life is for men what the
Hadron Collider is for physics: an
ego smasher. I did thoroughly
enjoy my philosophical and theological courses of study, especially under the challenging and encouraging eye of Father Romanus

Capuchin Franciscan brother professes solemn vows
James Pagano of Monument, then he has been stationed at
Padre Pio Friary in
Brother Gama entered
Colorado
Springs,
the Capuchin postu2005-06; St. Francis
lancy program in St.
Friary in Denver, 2006Louis in 2003 at the age
08; and now at San
of 23. He made his
Damiano’s where he is
novitiate
at St.
presently a student for
Conrad’s Friary in
the priesthood in the
Allison Park, Pa., refirst-year theology proceiving the Capuchin
gram at St. John
habit on Nov. 28, 2004,
BROTHER
Theological
and making profession CHRISTOPHER Vianney
Seminary.
of temporary vows the
GAMA
Brother Gama studied
following Nov. 22. Since

at Sunset Park and Pitts public
schools in Pueblo and graduated from South High School
there in 1998. In high school, he
was active in athletics and
played on his school’s state
championship baseball team.
On the college level, Brother
Gama has studied engineering
at Colorado State University in
Pueblo and Fort Collins;
Spanish at various schools in
Colorado Springs, Denver and
Puebla, Mexico; and philosophy

Q: In today’s world, a call to
celibacy is seen as radical, if not
impossible. How have you reconciled the priesthood’s call to
celibacy with this challenging
cultural perspective?
A: The greatest force in the
universe is love. If you have it in
you it seems to me all things are
possible. All priests, especially
religious, love God above all
things. If we follow the love,
celibacy becomes our most
powerful ally. Sure, the culture
doesn’t support the effort of the
celibate but that is all the more
reason to embrace it. Celibacy is
not just a gift to the man, or virginity to the woman, but is truly
a gift to the world. The celibate’s
witness to the kingdom makes it
possible for the rest of the world
to experience true eros. In a very
real sense the celibate is the sign
of a purified eros, of the possibilities of eros, and hence a powerful image for those who have the
vocation to marriage. In this
way, celibacy becomes the fulfillment of the law to love God
and neighbor. What greater motivation for a man could there
be?

at Regis University and St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary,
graduating with bachelor’s degrees in philosophy from both
Regis in 2008 and St. John
Vianney in 2009.
As part of his ministry formation program in Colorado,
Brother Gama has served in the
food kitchen at Marian House in
Colorado Springs, as extraordinary minister of the Eucharist at
St. Francis Nursing Center in
Colorado Springs, and youth
minister at Annunciation Parish
in Denver.
He attended World Youth Day
in Australia in 2008.

B

Brother Christopher Gama, a
Capuchin Franciscan Friar of
San Damiano Friary in Denver,
made profession of solemn
vows during an afternoon Mass
at Annunciation Church on Nov.
22.
Father Charles Polifka, O.F.M.
Cap., provincial minister of the
Capuchin friars of Mid-America
received Brother Gama’s vows
on behalf of the Church.
The son of Philip and Lalla
Gama of Pueblo, and Sally and

Cessario, O.P., but nothing compares to the joyful celebration of
the Christian life in common.
There is good reason that Pope
John Paul II called religious life
“the school of communion.”

‘YEAR FOR PRIESTS’ DAILY PRAYER CALENDAR
Please pray for the following priests on the indicated days,
in honor of the Year for Priests:
WEDNESDAY

9

DEC.

THURSDAY

10

FRIDAY

11

Upcoming Events
‘Year for Priests’ Prayer Vigil: Jan. 2 / ‘Year for Priests’ Holy Hour: Dec. 14
For more information and other resources go to www.archden.org/yearforpriests

SATURDAY

12

SUNDAY

13

MONDAY

14

TUESDAY

15

FR. JOSEPH
O'MALLEY

FR. JOSEPH
MONAHAN

FR. JOSEPH
CAO

FR. JOSEPH
TOLEDO

FR. JOSEPH
TRAN

FR. JOSEPH
TUOC NGUYEN

CARDINAL J. FRANCIS
STAFFORD

Ordination: 5-18-50

Ordination: 6-4-77

Ordination: 7-1-00

Ordination: 5-16-09

Ordination: 5-22-04

Ordination: 6-10-89

Ordination: 12-15-57
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Books for Christmas
They’re not all new, the books that follow, but they’re all well
worth reading, and giving.
David Bentley Hart, “Atheist Delusions: The Christian Revolution
and its Fashionable Enemies” (Yale University Press). You’ll need the
dental records to identify what’s left of the “new atheists”—Dawkins,
Dennett, Harris, Hitchens—after David Hart turns his lucid mind
and brilliant pen on them. “Atheist Delusions” is not only a devastating critique of the intellectually vacuous, however; it’s an important
reminder of how much the civilization of the West owes to
Christianity. Any college student on your gift list would be well
served by reading this exceptional book.
Avery Cardinal Dulles, S.J., “Church and Society: The Lawrence J.
McGinley Lectures,” 1988-2007 (Fordham University Press). In a
year replete with the deaths of irreplaceable Catholic intellectuals,
the loss of Cardinal Dulles, a model of theological precision and fairness, was especially grievous. In this collection, the late, great theologian takes up important social and political questions (including
the death penalty and the nature of human rights), explicates the
thought of Popes John Paul II and Benedict XVI, and treats sacramental, ecumenical, and interreligious issues with deep insight.
Especially useful for students attending colleges and universities “in
the Jesuit and Catholic tradition.”
Andrzej Paczkowski, “The Spring Will Be Ours: Poland and the
Poles from Occupation to Freedom” (Pennsylvania State
University Press). On this 20th anniversary of the Revolution of
1989, in which Poland and the Poles played the pivotal role, this
six-year-old book remains the gold standard for understanding
the experience that produced John Paul II, the revolution of conscience he ignited in 1979, and the difficulties Poles encountered
on the hard road to freedom. Historian Paczkowski has a sharp
eye for the telling detail, and, in a serious work of the historian’s
art, nonetheless offers several side-splitting examples of the mordant humor that was one tool of Poland’s cultural resistance to
communism. Paczkowski is judicious, fair, and thorough in his
assessment of the Church’s complex role under Polish communism; those who are only familiar with that part of the story will
find their appreciation of the Catholic human rights resistance
enhanced by Paczkowski’s account of the rest of the tale.
Daniel Walker Howe, “What Hath God Wrought: The
Transformation of America, 1815-1848” (Oxford University Press).
In a season of widespread historical ignorance, this splendid volume, the sixth in the “Oxford History of the United States,” takes
up a period of our national story that even the historically literate
often miss—the time between the War of 1812 and the conclusion
of the Mexican War (which, as Howe shows, made the Civil War
virtually inevitable). It was a time of technological innovation;
mass migration; genocidal abuse of Native Americans; cultureshaping spiritual convulsions; the beginnings of a national literature; the annexation of Texas; the ongoing debate over America’s
original sin, slavery—a political moment defined by such largescale figures as Andrew Jackson, John C. Calhoun, Henry Clay,
Daniel Webster, and John Quincy Adams, to whose memory the
book is dedicated. Daniel Walker Howe is especially effective at
cutting Jackson down to size, thus reversing the hagiography that
began when Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., tried to turn Old Hickory into
a proto-Franklin Delano Roosevelt.
Charles McCarry, “The Tears of Autumn” (Overlook Duckworth).
Once an underground cult novelist, McCarry, a former intelligence
operative, has now been mainstreamed. And rightly so, for “The
Tears of Autumn,” which explores the 1963 assassination of John F.
Kennedy, is arguably the greatest espionage novel ever written—and
a powerful meditation on unintended consequences in history.
Richard John Neuhaus, “American Babylon: Notes of a Christian
Exile” (Basic Books). He didn’t write it as a valedictory, but that’s
what “American Babylon” turned out to be—RJN’s last literary testament. The year he didn’t live to see, 2009, has made many of us miss
his insight and his witness (not to mention his company) more than
we could have imagined. It’s also made “American Babylon” even
more important: not simply as a farewell, but as a penetrating
analysis of our current public discontents and the ways in which
Christians should address them.

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Dec. 13: Third Sunday of Advent
Scripture readings:
• Zephaniah 3:14-18
• Responsorial: Isaiah 12:2-6
• Philippians 4:4-7
• Luke 3:10-18
Overview: The third Sunday of
Advent is called “Gaudete Sunday”
because the main theme of the
readings is joy. Zephaniah
preached to the inhabitants of
Judah/Jerusalem in the seventh
century B.C. right before the
Babylonian Captivity. The book is
quite short: only three chapters
long. In the first chapter
Zephaniah warns his people about
the destruction that’s about to
come due to moral corruption and
religious syncretism. The second
chapter deals with God’s judgment
against other nations. Chapter
three, from which this week’s first
reading comes, promises comfort,
peace and joy, foreseeing that day

when the Lord will renew ‘the
daughter of Jerusalem’ in his love.
In our second reading, St. Paul
urges us to “rejoice in the Lord always!” This is especially amazing
given the fact that Paul penned
these words from prison. Paul was
full of joy because he was full of
Christ, even in the most dismal
place. In the Gospel reading John
the Baptist urges the people to
share their goods with those who
are less fortunate in order to prepare the way of the Lord. The Lord
will burn away the “chaff” of sin
and selfishness so that he can
enter the hearts of the faithful.
Key verse: “Cry out with joy and
gladness: for among you is the
great and Holy One of Israel”
(Responsorial psalm).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “Belief in the true
Incarnation of the Son of God is
the distinctive sign of Christian
faith: ‘By this you know the Spirit of
God: every spirit which confesses
that Jesus Christ has come in the
flesh is of God.’ Such is the joyous
conviction of the Church from her
beginning whenever she sings the
mystery of our religion: ‘He was
manifested in the flesh’” (No. 463).

Pope Benedict XVI: “If we let
Christ enter fully into our lives, if
we open ourselves totally to him,
are we not afraid that he might
take something away from us? Are
we not perhaps afraid to give up
something significant, something
unique; something that makes life
so beautiful? Do we not then risk
ending up diminished and deprived of our freedom? No! If we let
Christ into our lives, we lose nothing, nothing, absolutely nothing of
what makes life free, beautiful and
great” (Inaugural homily, April 24,
2005).
Life application: Advent is about
preparing a place in our hearts for
Christ. When we give of ourselves
as Christ did for the sake of others
we lose nothing, for “it is more
blessed to give than to receive”
(Acts 20:35). The only thing Christ
takes away are selfishness, greed,
impatience, anger and all the other
vices that stand between us and
God. The Blessed Virgin Mary perfectly exemplifies the joy of giving,
for she gave everything she had:
her own flesh and blood for the
salvation of the world. That’s why
she sang, “My spirit rejoices in God
my savior!”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Wanted: religious
Christmas cards

a very merry Christmas!
Jayne Loyda
Lakewood

Have you been shopping for
Christmas cards and found the
scarcity of religious ones? We celebrate Dec. 25 as the time Jesus
was born and gave us the most
beautiful holiday to enjoy and
honor.
Let us express this Christian
day in many ways and one popular way is to send religious
Christmas cards.
Pass this on to your family and
friends—and do wish one and all

Kudos to apologist
Ben Akers did a very good job
with the "father" question (“Why
do Catholics call priests ‘father’?”
Nov. 18 DCR. Actually, we've been
taught that each priest acts "in
persona Christi." And considering the Trinity, there is our Father.
That is enough for me.
Gregory Iwan
E-mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250 words
and should include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. We rely on
our readers to recognize that the opinions
expressed in letters to the editor are those
of the author and are not necessarily those
of the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters
containing plainly misstated facts,
misinformation or libelous statements will
not be printed. Unsigned letters will not be
printed. Letters will be edited. Send letters
to: Editor, Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303715-2045. E-mail us at:
editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Dec. 9: Episcopal Ordination and Mass of Installation of Most Rev. Paul D. Etienne, bishop-elect of Cheyenne
Dec. 10: Episcopal Ordination and Mass of Installation of Most Rev. Fernando Isern, bishop-elect of Pueblo
Dec. 13: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
Dec. 14: Year for Priests Holy Hour, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Fort Collins (7 p.m.)
Dec. 15: Presbyteral Council meeting followed by the College of Consultors’ meeting, JPII Center (10 a.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Dec. 9: Episcopal Ordination and Mass of Installation of Most Rev. Paul D. Etienne, bishop-elect of Cheyenne
Dec. 10: Episcopal Ordination and Mass of Installation of Most Rev. Fernando Isern, bishop-elect of Pueblo
Dec. 11: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Dec. 12: Priesthood Ordination, Oblates of the Virgin Mary, Holy Ghost Parish (11 a.m.); 35th anniversary Mass,
Spirit of Christ Church, Arvada (5 p.m.)
Dec. 13: Mass, Mother of God Parish (7 a.m. and 8:30 a.m.); Mass (bilingual), Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish
(11:30 a.m.)
Dec. 14: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Year for Priests Holy Hour, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Fort Collins
(7 p.m.)
Dec. 15: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Presbyteral Council meeting followed by the College of
Consultors’ meeting, JPII Center (10 a.m.)

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Deacon George Brown, reappointed deacon at Our Lady of Loreto Parish in Foxfield, effective Dec. 1, 2009.
Deacon Robert Gregorius, appointed deacon at St. Thomas More Parish in Centennial, effective Dec. 1, 2009.
Deacon Nehemias Ruiz, reappointed deacon at Holy Cross Parish in Thornton, effective Dec. 1, 2009.
Deacon Andrew Sanchez, reappointed deacon at St. Mary Parish in Greeley, effective Dec. 1, 2009.
Deacon Chester Ubowski, reappointed deacon at St. Frances Cabrini Parish in Littleton, effective Dec. 1, 2009.
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‘The Lord is near!’
Advent wreath prayer:
week 3
The following Advent wreath prayer is
intended to help busy households make
Advent a prayerful time during the rush of
Christmas preparations. The language is
fairly simple to be used by groups of adults
or adults with children, and options are
noted to allow for participation by a variety of members of the household.
Leader: Today begins the third week of
the season of Advent, so we are half way to
Christmas! As we prepare our hearts for the
birth of Christ and for the second coming
of the Lord, we light three candles, including a special one of a different color.
• Light the first two candles on the
Advent Wreath again, and the third one –
one that is a lighter color, usually pink or
white.
• (optional) Read aloud Zephaniah
3:14-18a; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:10-18
• Leader: We light the lighter-colored
candle this week as a sign of the joy! We
can hardly wait to rejoice and sing at
Christmas. As St. Paul tells the
Philippians, “The Lord is near!” Paul reminds us to be kind and not to worry, to
ask God in prayer for what we need. This
third week of Advent John the Baptist offers advice for how to prepare the way for
Christ’s coming, but he doesn’t pull any
punches. He’s crystal clear about how we
ought to live—or else!

PHOTO BY THE CATHOLIC SPIRIT

Closing prayer:
(Leader may read all, or others in the
household may each read a segment)
(1.) Father in heaven, help us hear
again the voice of John the Baptist crying
out in the desert. Help us make straight
the pathways of our own lives so that
those paths lead to eternal life with you.
(2.) God above, do good and avoid evil
is so easy to say yet so hard to put into
practice. Be with us in each and every
moment of each and every day so that we
remain blameless and worthy of your
coming.
(3.) Help us, Lord, not to dampen the
joy of others. Remind us this week to rejoice always and to pray without ceasing.
(4.) Holy Spirit, guide us so that our
lives may be testimony of the wonders
and the love of God, so that others might
believe through us.

Advent hope: Juarez mission
is a light in the darkness
BY BEN LAGER

When I was a child living in El Paso,
Texas, during the 1960s, Juarez was a
sleepy Mexican town across the river. My
dad would pack up the kids in the Rambler
and we would go across the border to buy
fruits and vegetables and sometimes a bottle of Tequila that my father enjoyed.
The mercardo (market) was full of vendors selling all kinds of things, and getting
back across the border only amounted to a
hand wave by the border guard. There also
used to be a trolley that ran between the

TO DONATE
Donations to St. Jerome Mission may
be sent to:
1434 So. Gaylord St. Denver, CO 80210

two cities. The truth was that Juarez and El
Paso were one city within two nations.
After 40 years, things have changed.
Violent drug cartels war for turf, making
Juarez the murder capital of the world.

See Mission, Page 7
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U.S.-born Catholic woman becomes premier of Australian state
SYDNEY, Australia (CNS)—
Kristina Kerscher Keneally, 40, a
U.S.-born Catholic with degrees
from the University of Dayton,
won the position of premier in

Australia’s most populous state
in a Dec. 3 Labor Party ballot.
Keneally replaced Nathan Rees,
who lost the confidence of parliamentary colleagues and was

deposed as party leader. She has
been a member of the state parliament since 2003 and was the
New South Wales government’s
spokeswoman for World Youth
Day last year. Keneally described herself as a “working
mum.” She said she would focus
on transportation, health and
education policies, economic
recovery and caring for the most
vulnerable, including people
with disabilities. Keneally is an
opponent of embryonic stemcell research and two years ago
crossed the floor to vote against
lifting the ban on such research
because the law contained “a
flawed definition of what constitutes human life and marks the
beginning of purely instrumental uses of human life.” Born
Kristina Kerscher in Las Vegas,
the daughter of a U.S. serviceman and an Australian mother,
Keneally grew up in Toledo,
Ohio, where she attended high
school at Notre Dame Academy.
She attended the University of
Dayton, where she received her
undergraduate degree in politi-

BRIEFS
District votes for
same-sex marriage;
archdiocese
continues dialogue
WASHINGTON (CNS)—The
Washington Archdiocese vowed
continued dialogue with the
District of Columbia’s City
Council to seek “a balance of interests in the legislation” after the
council Dec. 1 gave preliminary
approval to a bill to legalize samesex marriage. In an 11-2 vote the
council passed the Religious
Freedom and Civil Marriage
Equality Amendment Act of 2009.
A required second vote was to
take place in the weeks ahead,
then the bill was to be sent on to
Washington Mayor Adrian Fenty,
who has said he will sign it.
District laws also are subject to
congressional review under the
Home Rule Charter. “As the legislation moves forward, the
Archdiocese of Washington will
continue its dialogue with the
council,” Susan Gibbs, spokeswoman for the archdiocese, said
in a Dec. 1 statement. As written,
the current legislation would require faith-based social service
providers to compromise their
religious teachings and beliefs on
gay marriage in order to be eligible to partner with the district
government in providing social
services to Washington residents.
The Washington Archdiocese is
morally opposed to the bill because it redefines marriage. The
Church’s opposition is based on
the Catholic Church’s teaching

CNS PHOTO/DAN MCALOON

KRISTINA KERSCHER Keneally, 40, a U.S.-born Catholic with a
master’s degree in religious studies, won the premier’s position
of the Australian state of New South Wales in a Dec. 3 Labor
Party ballot. She is pictured during a news conference in 2008 in
Sydney.
cal science in 1991. Keneally became a permanent Australian
resident in 1994 and a citizen in
2000. She joined the Labor Party

in the same year. Her first job
was state youth coordinator for
the New South Wales Society of
St. Vincent de Paul.

that marriage is a permanent
union between one man and one
woman.

Pro-Life Activities, said they ignored the comments of tens of
thousands of Americans who expressed opposition to embryonic
stem-cell research during the public comment period and failed to
respect “existing federal law
against funding research in which
human embryos are harmed or
destroyed.”

NIH approves 13
embryonic stem-cell
lines for funding;
more expected
WASHINGTON
(CNS)—
Thirteen human embryonic stemcell lines have been approved for
use in federally funded research
and approval of many more lines is
expected to follow, the head of the
National Institutes of Health announced Dec. 2. Dr. Francis S.
Collins, who took over as NIH director in August, said in a telephone briefing with the media that
it was a “significant day” in the efforts to achieve President Barack
Obama’s goal of “a loosening up of
what had been considered too
stringent requirements” for federal
funding of research involving
human embryonic stem cells.
Collins said the 13 stem-cell
lines—11 developed at Children’s
Hospital Boston and two at
Rockefeller University in New
York—were approved after NIH
staff determined that the scientists
who created the lines had followed
the “very detailed informed consent process” outlined in NIH
guidelines published in July. “In accordance with the guidelines,
these stem-cell lines were derived
from embryos that were donated
under ethically sound informed
consent processes,” said Collins.
“More lines are under review now.”
When the final guidelines were
published July 7, Cardinal Justin
Rigali of Philadelphia, then chairman of the bishops’ Committee on

Sisters of Mercy
pledge $191 million
to compensate abuse
victims
DUBLIN, Ireland (CNS)—
Ireland’s Sisters of Mercy have
pledged to contribute an additional 128 million euros ($191
million) to compensate victims of
abuse in government schools and
orphanages run by the order.
That equals the amount that 18
religious orders—including the
Sisters of Mercy—agreed to pay
under terms of a 2002 deal with
the Irish government. The
Christian Brothers announced in
late November they would contribute an additional 161 million
euros ($239 million). Four other
religious congregations have also
announced additional contributions. In May, an independent
commission on child abuse issued a report that said a climate
of fear created by pervasive, excessive and arbitrary punishment
permeated most of Ireland’s residential care institutions for children and all those run for boys
from 1940 through the 1970s. The
report also said that in several institutions managed by the
Christian Brothers, sexual abuse
of boys was a chronic problem.
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Mass honors health-care workers Mary
From Page 7
vespers that precede the 6:30 p.m.
Mass during the Advent season.
Many parishes will have special
liturgies and events to mark the
feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
Consult your bulletin or call your
parish office to see what programs
are scheduled at your parish. Here
is a list of some of the events
scheduled:

Gabriel House

PHOTO BY ROBERT LINN/DCR

AT THE OCT. 18 White Mass celebrated by Auxiliary Bishop James
Conley at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, the
Denver guild of the Catholic Medical Association began its second year.
Mass concelebrant was Father Steven Voss, chaplain to the Denver
CMA. Dr. Andy Burroughs assumed the office of Denver CMA president.
Approximately 50 health-care professionals participated in the Mass,
which was followed by a reception at the Knights of Columbus Hall.
Next year’s White Mass will be on Oct. 17. The Denver Catholic Medical
Association meets on the third Wednesday of every month at the John
Paul II Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver. The meetings begin with Mass
at 6:30 p.m. For more information, visit the Web site, www.DenverCMA.
org, or call 303-715-3144. Above: Dr. Bob Domaleski, former Denver CMA
president, presents the offertory gifts to Bishop Conley.

Mission

David, the architect and parishioners to discuss the new building. There was much joy, hope
From Page 5
and gratitude because the conBusinesses have fled because of struction itself is providing jobs
extortion and kidnappings, and for workers in the neighbortourists are rare downtown. hood. Interestingly, the people
Combine this with the global re- we spoke to in Juarez told us that
cession, and the deep scar of the No. 1 problem there is not
poverty can be seen scrawled the terrible violence, but the
across the river. If there is any reeling desempleo (unemploytime we should look South it is ment). So already, before the
now. And so last month I joined a center is even completed, it is
bringing hope
group
from
because it is
Spirit of Christ
giving people
Parish
in
So already, before the
Arvada
that
center is even completed, jobs.
The next two
was generously
giving its time, it is bringing hope because days brought a
miracle, one
energy and fiit is giving people jobs.
that I was not
nancial supBen Lager aware of until
port to build a
the following
house for a
Friday morning
homeless famiwhen Father
ly in Juarez.
The organization I represent, David showed me the news that
the St. Jerome Mission, has had made the front page of El
the
city
paper.
worked for over a year with the Diario,
local parish, San Carlos, to build a Astonishingly, murder had taken
parish center there in the barrio. a siesta in Juarez for two straight
Construction was delayed by a days. Blessed peace had demissing signature of a bureaucrat, scended on a city that routinely
who stalled the process for sees 20-30 murders a night. I
months. Eventually he signed, knew a light had been struck in
and work began on this building the darkness—an Advent hope
that will soon provide evangeliza- for a city in waiting—and God
tion, religious education, a recto- was beginning something new.
ry for the priest who gave up his Please join us in this miraculous
house so that the center could be work of building this center,
built on its land and a place for which is already paving the way
missionaries (lay or religious) for peace. Come, Lord Jesus!
from Denver and other U.S. cities
Ben Lager is president of the St.
to work in the slums.
One night I met with Father Jerome mission.

Ballet Folklorico, Matachines and
Mariachis.

Our Lady of Fatima
Our Lady of Fatima, 1985 Miller
St. in Lakewood, will hold a
Guadalupe festival on Dec. 12.
During the 5 p.m. Mass flowers will
be presented before a picture of
Our Lady of Guadalupe. Following
Mass there will be a celebration to
include a traditional Mexican
meal, door prizes, religious items
for sale and entertainment. Cost of
the dinner is $8 adult, $4 children;
children 3 and under eat free.

The public is invited to celebrate
the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
with a Christmas gathering from
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Dec. 12 at Gabriel
House, located next to St. James
Parish, 1341 Oneida St., Denver.
Come enjoy food, beverages and
door prizes.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church,
1209 W. 36th Ave. in Denver, will
have a serenade to Our Lady of
Guadalupe at 11 a.m. Dec. 11. A
presentation of the story of Our
Lady of Guadalupe will be held at
6:30 p.m. on Dec. 12.

St. Dominic’s

St. Joseph

Our Lady of Guadalupe

St. Dominic Church, 3053 W.
29th Ave. in Denver, is offering a
week of Marian devotions, which
started Dec. 8 and will run through
Dec. 12. Call 303-455-3613.

St. Joseph Church, 605 W. Sixth
Ave. in Denver, will offer 6 a.m.
Mass Dec. 12 followed by a breakfast in the gym.

Holy Family

Our Lady of Grace, 2645 E. 48th
Ave. in Denver, will offer a bilingual
Mass at noon Dec. 12 followed by a
bazaar, which goes until 5 p.m.

Holy Family Church, 4083 Utica
St. in Denver, will honor the feast
of Our Lady of Guadalupe beginning with Mass at 4 p.m. Dec. 12
followed by a procession and a fiesta in the Parish Center.
Entertainment will include the

Our Lady of Grace

St. Anthony of Padua
St. Anthony of Padua Church,
3801 W. Ohio Ave. in Denver, will

offer Mass at 6 a.m. Dec. 12, followed by bread and chocolate.
Dance and procession begin at
1:30 p.m. and a talk about the tilma
of Juan Diego.

St. Augustine
St. Augustine Church, 675 E.
Egbert St. in Brighton, will offer
Mass at 9 a.m. Dec. 12, followed by
breakfast in church basement.

St. Michael the Archangel
St. Michael the Archangel
Church, 19099 E. Floyd Ave. in
Aurora, will offer Mass at 7 p.m.
Dec. 12 followed by dinner. Tickets
for the meal are $7 per person.

Sacred Heart
Sacred Heart Church, 2760
Larimer St. in Denver, will offer
singing at 6:30 a.m. on Dec. 12 with
Mariachi music and procession
followed by breakfast. Mass celebrated by Msgr. Jorge de Los
Santos at 10 a.m.

St. Clare of Assisi
Saint Clare of Assisi, 31622 U.S.
Highway 6 in Edwards, will offer a
bazaar from 10 a.m. – 9 p.m., Dec.
12, featuring music and folk dancing.

St. Mary
St. Mary, 215 Capitol St. in Eagle,
will offer Mass at 6 a.m. Dec. 12 with
a celebration to follow at 7 a.m. and
a movie about Our Lady of
Guadalupe to be shown at 8:30 a.m.
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Mullen wins second consecutive
5A state football championship
Before an estimated crowd of
12,000 fans at Invesco Field, the
Mullen Mustangs defeated the
Pomona Panthers 27-24 on
Saturday, Dec. 5 and in doing so
grabbed their second Class 5A
state championship in as many
years. The Mustangs struggled
early on their way to what would
become their 19th straight victory as Pomona got rolled up 16
points in the first quarter. But
Mullen rallied to secure the win
for their school and head coach
Dave Logan, who has amassed
an 88-9 record in his seven sea-

sons coaching the Mustangs.
Mullen running back Adonis
Ameen-Moore, ran for 152 yards
bringing his total to 1,650 for the
season.

MULLEN HIGH SCHOOL junior
Adonis Ameen-Moore breaks a
tackle during the 5a state
championship football game
Dec. 5 at Invesco Field.
PHOTO BY ROBERT LINN/DCR

Thanksgiving blessing: saving a life
BY JOHN GLEASON

Ask Dan Caplis if he considers
himself a hero and he’ll tell you
“no.” But he does believe that
people were put on earth to take
care of each other, and on
Thanksgiving Day, he did just that
thanks, in part, to an Automated
External Defibrillator (AED) he
carries in the back of his car.
Caplis, who is a parishioner of All
Souls Church in Englewood, an attorney and one half of the Caplis
and Silverman show heard on 630
KHOW-AM, was playing a game of
touch football in Cherry Hills
Village when another player, L.
Chesney Thompson, suddenly collapsed as a result of cardiac arrest.
“I looked across the field and he
just dropped to the ground; didn’t
do anything to catch himself or
brace his fall,” Caplis recalled.
“That told me this was possibly a
cardiac event. So as other players
began cardio pulmonary resuscitation I ran to my truck to get the
AED.”
Caplis said he’s carried the defibrillator in his car for more
than a year following a tragedy

that befell a friend.
“I’d never given any thought to
carrying one of these until the son
of a friend died as a result of an
injury on the football field,” he
said. “If a defibrillator had been
available, he wouldn’t have died.
In those kinds of situations you
have a window of a few minutes
at most and there isn’t always
time to wait for paramedics. So I
got one, put it in my car and took
it to all practices and games I
went to, making sure it was at
hand should it be needed.”
Retrieving the defibrillator,
Caplis hurried back to where the
victim lay. Despite CPR efforts,
Thompson still wasn’t breathing
on his own and had no pulse.
Opening the defibrillator, a
recording in the machine actually
talked Caplis through the procedure.
“It was so simple,” he said.
“The paddles were placed on the
man’s chest and the AED did the
rest. It diagnosed the heart problem, decided to initiate the shock
and fortunately it worked.”
Caplis said the wait was only a
few seconds, but seemed to take
an eternity before there was a reaction.
“I was praying the whole time,”
he said. “It went from, ‘Please
God, please God’ to ‘Thank you,
God!’
“The moment Thompson started breathing and began moving
gave me the most overwhelming
feeling I could ever imagine,” he
added. “It was like a new life: phenomenal.”
Thompson was taken to a hospital where he is expected to
make a complete recovery. For
Caplis, the experience is one that
he wants to use to educate people
about the AED and how much of
a lifesaver it can be.
“The message I’m trying to get
across is that while emotionally a
situation like this is very intense,
mechanically it’s easier than
jumping a car,” he said. “I truly
believe that God wants us to take
care of each other, and this machine is one way to do that.”
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A CHILD'S portrait hangs on a family Christmas tree.

Family history fills this Christmas tree
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

In magazines and on TV, the Christmas
trees are tall, symmetrical and tastefully
decorated using just the right amount of
restraint. Sets of ornaments are evenly distributed and garland perfectly draped.
Oftentimes there’s a color scheme—blue
and white or red and gold, for example—
with impeccably coordinated trimmings.
In contrast, our family Christmas tree
(always a real one, and so intrinsically imperfect), contains an eclectic mix of embellishments accumulated over many
years. All of them, though, have meaning,
and so rather than one more holiday task
to be completed, decorating the tree is a
welcome walk down memory lane.
There are the ornaments from my childhood: a green, triangle-shaped angel made
of felt, with a tangle of yellow, yarn-died
hair; a pink, plastic angel sleeping soundly;
and a red, felt-covered foam boot. My sisters and I each had our own versions, discretely labeled to avoid dispute. We took
great care in finding the perfect spot for
them on the tree after the tinsel and sprayon snow had been applied.
When we were teenagers, the tradition of
giving ornaments began. My parents
bought a set of wooden ones each year
from the Sears catalog. Some were standard Christmas or winter fare, like a candy
cane, a snowman and a skier, but others
were whimsical, such as a holly-bearing
mouse in a deck chair.
Because each ornament was unique,
Mom and Dad used a lottery system to fairly
distribute them. The drawing took place on
Christmas Eve, after Midnight Mass, and
was great fun. After an ornament was
claimed, it was passed around for all to admire. By the time we left home, my siblings
and I each had a nice collection of decorations with associated memories.
My own kids each have a “Baby’s First
Christmas” ornament that includes a photo.
They’re among the first trimmings to go on
the tree. Every subsequent Christmas, we’ve
bought them a decoration reflecting a current interest—from Barney the dinosaur to
gymnastics and soccer—or an event from
the past year, such as a trip to Florida commemorated with an alligator in a Santa hat
lounging under a festively decorated palm
tree. The kids can take these with them
when they move out on their own.
A special spot on our tree goes to the
angel memorializing the baby we lost before birth many years ago. Our kids are intrigued by the reminder that they have a

sibling in heaven. The ornament is part of
a collector series and features a young
angel sitting on a cloud, rubbing its eyes
sleepily. We attach it to a hanger with a
miniature motor that plugs into the tree
lights and makes the ornament slowly
twirl. It takes some patience to find a spot
where it can rotate freely.
Decorations made by the kids also rank
high. They’ve had some pretty creative
teachers, and so we have ornaments made
from sugar dough, clothespins, paper
clips, sewing spools, golf balls, ping pong
balls and Christmas light bulbs (the big,
old-fashioned kind).
Other handcrafted trimmings include
snowflakes crocheted by my mother and
various personalized ornaments my crafty
sister-in-law has made for the kids over the
years. I also have some unique items purchased at church bazaars. One of my favorites is a nun in full habit, with a black
lacquered walnut torso. It reminds me of
my high school years, my school having
been operated by women religious.
Vintage ornaments dating back to my
deceased mother-in-law’s childhood are
recent additions to our collection. These
are made of metal, among them a church
and a dove. The latter has a clip for secure
perching.
The trimmings wouldn’t be complete
without a nativity set—or two. One is made
of cardboard, with cut-out scenes and
stand-alone figures. An opening in the stable’s roof allows for insertion of a light.
The set is similar to one my parents have
owned throughout their married life, only
theirs is an impressive 26 inches long
and 12 inches tall. Some years ago, Mom
and Dad happened upon a smaller version
and scooped up several sets. Until recently
ours was displayed under the tree, but now
it’s set up on our living room window seat.
That’s because eventually the kids pleaded
for a “real” (three-dimensional) nativity
scene, complete with wood stable
and resin figures. The generously sized
new one includes a removable Jesus.
As much as I enjoy our decked out tree, I
have no illusions about its design merit.
The branches are overloaded (the kids
won’t hear of rotating decorations; we
must display every last one), ornaments
vary in scale and there’s no unifying theme.
While far from a showpiece, our tree
is something even more noteworthy: a
piece of family history.
Lisa M. Petsche is a mother of three and a
freelance writer specializing in family life.
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Take extra precautions during extreme winter weather
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

Due to cold temperatures, snow
and ice, and the prevalence of
viruses, winter poses extra health
and safety risks, especially for seniors. The following are numerous
ways to minimize the risk of problems for a relative in your care.

Health tips
If you haven’t already done so,
arrange for your relative to get a flu
shot. Those over 65, especially if
they have chronic illnesses, are at
high risk for complications from
influenza, which is a leading cause
of death among adults in that age
group.
Ensure your relative takes in
plenty of fluids, as the dryness
caused by heating systems can
lead to dehydration.
Serve foods rich in vitamin C, to
help ward off viruses and infections. Serve warm foods and beverages to raise body temperature.
Limit intake of alcohol, as it’s dehydrating and also speeds up body
heat loss.
Stock up on non-perishable
foods and bottled water, and refill
prescriptions at least a week before
they run out.
Ensure the indoor temperature
remains
above
65
degrees, ideally no lower than 68
degrees. Hypothermia is a risk to
seniors even indoors, due to the

decreased circulation that tends to
accompany aging, as well as to inactivity, illness and some medications.
Ask your relative’s doctor or
pharmacist to review his/her medications and advise if any of them
affect the body’s ability to regulate
temperature.
Ensure your relative dresses
warmly, in loose-fitting layers.
Don’t forget warm footwear, too.
Slippers should offer adequate
support, fit well and have a skid-resistant sole.
Provide your relative with several layers of warm bedding.
Keep throws in the living room
and bedroom, for easy access to
extra warmth on drafty days and
nights.
Prepare for a power outage by
creating a kit containing candles,
proper candle holders, matches,
flashlights or a battery-powered
lamp, a battery-operated radio,
fresh batteries, blankets, bottled
water and non-perishable food.
Store it in an accessible place.

Indoor safety
Buy rechargeable flashlights that
plug into the wall and automatically turn on when the power goes
out.
Ensure heat registers and vents
are not obstructed.
Exercise caution with space
heaters, which can pose a signifi-

cant fire hazard. Keep them several feet away from walls and combustible objects, as well as out of
traffic areas.
Place candles where they won’t
be knocked over, and away from
lampshades, curtains and other
flammable materials.
Ensure any fires—from a fireplace or burning candles—are extinguished before you go out or retire to bed.
Remain indoors during storms
and extreme cold. Take into account not only the thermometer
temperature but also the windchill factor.

Outdoor safety
When you venture out, ensure
your relative has a warm coat,
scarf, gloves or mittens and a hat. If
he or she is weight-bearing, a pair
of boots with good treads is a must.
You, too, should have non-skid
boots, in case you need to provide
hands-on assistance.
If your relative uses a cane, buy
an ice pick that fits onto the end of
it and folds up when not in use.
These are available at home
health-care stores.
Keep walkways clear of snow
and ice. If you have health problems or a large property, purchase
a snow blower, or hire a young
neighbor or a snow removal service.
Keep your car well-maintained
and the fuel tank at least half full.
Ensure the following emergency
supplies are on board: a flashlight
with extra batteries, emergency
flares, blankets, hats and mittens,
and non-perishable snacks. A cell
phone also comes in handy, to
summon help quickly if needed.
An auto club membership is another good idea.
Check the local weather report
before heading out on the road.
Avoid going out if a storm warning
has been issued.
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JOSEPH
MARCELLINO, 7,
and his sister,
Alexarose, 6, dress
up as Joseph and
Mary during the annual Christmas pageant at St. Gerard
Majella Church in
2008 in Port
Jefferson Station,
N.Y. One way to help
an older relative
beat the holiday
blues is to invite
them to school or
parish pageants. If
the relative doesn’t
drive, provide transportation or pay for
the cost of a taxi.
CNS PHOTO/GREGORY A. SHEMITZ

Help relatives overcome holiday blues
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

Many people are filled with joyful anticipation and festive good cheer as the holidays approach. But some are apprehensive
and may also experience heightened feelings of loneliness, or perhaps they feel
empty inside.
This type of reaction is commonly referred to as the holiday blues.
Seniors are particularly susceptible because they’re more likely to experience
losses, such as a spouse or other companion, a long-time home, financial security,
health and physical functioning and the
independence associated with it (driving,
for example). As a result, they’re not able to
celebrate the holidays the way they always
have.
Feelings of grief may include sadness,
frustration, anger, anxiety and guilt—emotions that sap energy and create stress.
Fortunately, there are many things that
relatives can do to help seniors in this situation experience enjoyment during this
festive season. It’s particularly important
to reach out to those who live alone.
If you have a family member who is widowed or living with illness or disability,
read on for some ways to lift their spirits
and lighten their load.

Addressing stress
Bake extra holiday treats to share with
him or her (for simplicity, the latter will be
used from here on).
Offer to help decorate, wrap gifts, address greeting cards and take them to the
post office or perform other holiday-related tasks.
Take your relative out to the mall for gift
shopping and lunch. Arrange accessible
transportation if necessary.
Let her know when you’re heading out to
the grocery store or on other errands, and
ask what you can drop off or pick up to
make things easier.
lf she doesn’t drive, offer transportation
so she can get her hair done, do banking or
attend a holiday event.

Giving gifts
Resist the urge to go overboard with gift
giving, so your relative doesn’t feel the need
to reciprocate. If you’re part of a large extended family, suggest a new tradition of
drawing names, giving family presents instead of individual gifts or buying only for
the children.
Ask, rather than guess, what kind of gifts
your relative would prefer. Practical presents, such as grocery store or pharmacy gift

cards, toiletries, clothing, home safety
equipment and adaptive aids, may be most
appreciated. Consider, too, gifts of time and
talent. Create a book of IOUs for one or more
of the following: home-cooked meals, baked
goods, household chores or repairs, yard
work, chauffeuring, running errands or
teaching a skill such as computers.
If she doesn’t need or want anything, give
a charitable gift in your relative’s name.
Knowing someone in need is being helped
may give her some satisfaction.

Planning ahead
Be prepared to modify or forego traditions that aren’t practical for your relative,
such as a nighttime gathering or an event
at her home. It may be time to start a new
ritual; brainstorm ideas with other family
members.
Be sensitive to your relative’s health care
needs in terms of rest, nutrition and medication schedules, when considering the
time period for a family event. Before deciding on a venue, determine her environmental needs, addressing accessibility and
safety issues.
When you extend an invitation, do so
with the understanding that she may
change her mind if she doesn’t feel up to
the occasion. Since it may be difficult to
predict how much energy she will have,
give your relative an out. Encourage her to
take things one day and one event at a time
and to ensure plenty of time for self-care.

Staying connected
It’s more important than ever that your
relative stay connected to people who care.
The following are some ideas for spending
quality time together and creating lasting
memories this holiday season.
Invite her over for a baking or decorating
party or to watch a favorite holiday movie.
Invite her to one of your children’s (or
grandchildren’s) school pageants or holiday
recitals. If she doesn’t drive, provide transportation or pay for the cost of a taxi.
Take her out to a concert or theater production. Or go on a holiday light tour, followed by dessert at a café.
Invite her to share recipes for special dishes or sweets. Offer to coordinate a cooking or
baking demonstration. Even if she’s physically unable to participate, she can provide
instruction and supervision.
Ask her to join your family for Mass. Invite
her to sleep over the night before.
Encourage her to reminisce about holidays from her youth, including family customs, special people and places, memorable
gifts and touching or humorous moments.

Monsignor to mark 50th ordination anniversary
In 1970, Msgr. Horrigan was named
On Dec. 20 a special Mass will be celebrated at Notre Dame Church in Denver vicar for priests in the Denver
to mark the 50th anniversary of the ordi- Archdiocese and vice-chancellor before
taking over as pastor at Blessed
nation of its pastor, Msgr. Leo
Sacrament six years later. In
Horrigan.
1989, he was named pastor at
A native of Shenandoah,
Notre Dame Parish.
Iowa, Msgr. Horrigan went to
In 2000 he was awarded the
St. Francis de Sales High
title of monsignor by Pope
School and Regis College in
John Paul II.
Denver before attending St.
The liturgy to honor Msgr.
Thomas Seminary. Following
Horrigan will be held at 12:30
his ordination on Dec. 20,
p.m. on Dec. 20 at Notre Dame
1959, he served as assistant
MSGR. LEO
Church, 2190 S. Sheridan Blvd.
pastor at several Denver
HORRIGAN
in Denver. Following Mass, a
parishes: Holy Family, St. John
reception will be held in the
(now Good Shepherd) and St.
Philomena, where he was eventually Family Center. All past and present
named pastor in 1969. He also served at parishioners are invited to the celebration.
Divine Redeemer in Colorado Springs.
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Sister Hallinan taught
in Denver Archdiocese
ST. LOUIS, Mo.—“Turn your life
over to God and trust in the Lord.”
These were the last words of
Sister Inez Denise Hallinan, S.C.L.,
when she was interviewed by The
Mirror, the diocesan newspaper in
Springfield, Mo., at the time of her
retirement there. Those words
were ones that she embodied her
whole life, friends said.
Sister Hallinan died Nov. 9 in St.
Louis. She was 83.
She was born on Dec. 4, 1925, in
Denver to Dennis and Agnes
Finnie Hallinan. A month after her
birth, she was taken to St.
Catherine of Siena Church and was
baptized Therese Marguerite
Hallinan.
She attended St. Catherine of
Siena School where she met the
Sisters of St. Joseph and from a very

early age she knew she wanted to
become a religious sister. She went
to Holy Family High School where
she was taught by the Sisters of
Loretto.
On Feb. 12, 1944, she entered the
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet
in St. Louis and the following
August she received the habit and
name, Sister Inez Denise.
Friends said Sister Hallinan had
a delightful sense of humor and
was a joy to work with. She began
teaching elementary school at St.
Philip Neri School in St. Louis; the
following year she went to teach
intermediate and junior high at
Valle School in Ste. Genevieve, Mo.
From 1952-1956 she was in
Hawaii.

See Hallinan, Page 13

Myers
From Page 2
Lincoln Register for a decade, a
columnist, a publisher and an
educator.
“He was a great proclaimer of
the goodness of God in lots of
media. He did it in his availability to people, he did it in the
written word, and he did it in his
preaching all his life,” said Msgr.
Don Dunn, who spent a great
deal of time with Father Myers
in recent years. “He never gave
up that sense of being a proclaimer of God’s word. … He
never gave up trying to live life
as fully as he could.”
Father Myers, a native of Falls
City, Neb., was ordained to the
Diocese of Lincoln on June 8,
1949, after studying at St.
Thomas Seminary in Denver for
seven years. He came permanently to Colorado and was incardinated into the Denver
Archdiocese in 1982.
Father Myers served as an educator to young people in his
native Nebraska before teaching
and acting as a chaplain at
schools in Colorado.
He was an administrator,
teacher and chaplain at St.
Mary’s High School from 197282 and continued to serve the
community as a chaplain for
many years afterward. His influence resulted in vocations to the

priesthood, including Father when I first arrived in Colorado
Tom McCormick, who is now a Springs (in 1974).” He described
priest
in
the
Denver Father Myers as a “simple man
who never sought the limelight
Archdiocese.
“He is my raison d’etre for or took credit for anything.”
One of Father Myers’ passions
being a priest,” said Father
McCormick, who came to know was publishing Star Magazine.
Father Myers during the for- He told The Colorado Catholic
Herald in a June 5 inmer’s last two years of
terview that the literhigh school in York,
ary and devotional
Neb. “He was very
magazine that he
present to whatever
published for more
was going on in our
than 30 years was “the
lives as young people
Blessed Mother’s pub— whether it was high
lication. I just work for
school activities, parher, but I enjoy it.” He
ties,
dances.
He
also contributed occaopened the doors to
the humanness and FATHER JOSEPH sional columns to the
Herald.
the attraction to that
“RAWLEY”
Colorado Springs
kind of life.”
MYERS
Bishop
Michael
Father McCormick,
Sheridan
recalled
who led a rosary service at St. Mary Cathedral the Father Myers’ prodigious writevening of Nov. 30, expressed ten work as well as his impact on
hope rather than sadness over youth.
“Long before I met Father
Father Myers’ death.
“He knew how to live, and he Myers, I came to know him
knew how to die,” said Father through his many writings. His
ministry of preaching the work
McCormick. “He did it well.”
While he celebrated Masses at of God did not decrease in the
several parishes around the dio- years of his retirement,” Bishop
cese, Father Myers’ sole admin- Sheridan said. “The young peoistrative parish role in the ple of St. Mary’s High School
Colorado Springs Diocese was were some very special recipiassociate pastor at St. Joseph- ents of his love and his eloColorado Springs from 1982 quence, and I know that he will
be missed especially by them.”
until his 1989 retirement.
The Colorado Catholic Herald
Colorado Springs Bishop
Emeritus Richard Hanifen editor Bill Howard contributed
“came to know Father Myers to this story.
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Company promotes the dignity of work Hallinan
BY JOHN GLEASON

Mike Eppler is a strong believer
in a good work ethic. He also
holds to the Catholic social teaching that there is dignity in work.
And he and the company he
works for have made it their mission to operate their business by
those teachings as laid out in the
papal encyclical “Rights and
Duties of Capital and Labor” and
the U.S. bishops’ “Economic
Justice for All.”
Eppler works for Team Service
USA, a company whose guiding
principle is the meaning of work
and work’s value to the client. The
company is owned by Team
Service International, an organization which believes that by investing in human capital—in their formation, training, education and
living wages—the company maintains a superior edge, attracting a
high caliber of worker, which
translates into quality and security
for their clients.
“Team Service started in Rome
in 1982,” Eppler told the Denver
Catholic Register, “as part of an association of Catholic businesses
called The Companionship of
Work. At that time, the unemployment rate in Rome was 28 percent.
The original purpose of the company was to address the crisis of
education with young people as
they enter into the workforce at
any level— blue collar, white collar—but it’s also to preserve and
promote the dignity of the person
via the environment of work.”
Team Service offers janitorial
services, food service, lawn care
and maintenance, after-school
child care, and temporary staffing,
moving and relocation services. It
maintains an internal temporary
staffing agency that allows them to
deliver consistent services for its
clients without interruption as
these laborers are ready to step
into their role and immediately
contribute to productivity.
Within a short time of its founding, Team Service had won cleaning and food service contracts for
the Vatican. The company continued to grow and soon included
services to many universities,
schools and government offices
across Italy. Today, Team Service
has more than 20,000 employees
in eight countries including the
United States and prides itself on
the fact that the greatest asset of
the company is its human capital;
it places its emphasis on its people
and generating a workforce that
knows the meaning of work, it respects the dignity of the worker
and the stresses the importance of
partnership with a client.
Eppler, who works at the corporate office in Evansville, Ind., was
in Denver recently to explore the
possibility was of expanding here.
“Team Service USA has several
locations,” he said. “In addition
to Evansville, we have offices in
Chicago, Indianapolis and we just
opened an office in the Toledo-

Fort Wayne area.
“The thing about our company
is that we don’t have a business
plan per se, as far as going and
conquering America,” he added.
“We follow our friends and follow
people who are Catholic; men and
women who understand the
meaning and the dignity of work.
We feel that here in Denver there’s
a strong Catholic lay presence
that’s conducive to expanding our
company here.”
Eppler, who has a master’s degree in theology, joined Team
Service USA after having worked
for the Diocese of Evansville for
two decades in youth ministry.
As wonderful as that ministry
was, he said, he wanted to try
something else.
“I wanted to do something that

helped people grow and provide
some stability in their lives,” Eppler
said. “This company allowed me
to do that. It exists for profit to be
sure, but from our employees’
standpoint, it helps to put roofs
over families’ heads and food on
the table. This is what drives me.”
Although a specific time table
hasn’t been laid out, Eppler said
that when the company begins to
make bids for work in the Denver
area, they’ll be looking to hire. For
now, more information, including
applications, can be found on the
company’s Web site, www.teamserviceusa.com.
“As soon as we have things set
up here, we’ll be contacting people,” Eppler said. “For now, all people have to do is go online; everything is there.”

Diocese of Ica, Peru. She ministered in Peru for four years.
Her health began to fail her and
From Page 12
in 1976 she returned to the
She returned to the mainland in United States. For a time she min1956 to be closer to her mother. istered at Nazareth Living Center
in St. Louis then back
Her family was delightin Denver for five
ed that she was back
years, this time as the
home in Colorado. She
administrator of St.
taught at St. Louis
Francis de Sales High
School in Englewood
School. Following that
and St. Mary School in
she took a year of reLittleton.
newal in Canada.
In 1962 the commuThe happiest time of
nity asked her to beher life, she told others,
come the administraSISTER INEZ
was the 22 years she
tor at Nativity School in
DENISE
spent working in the
St. Louis. Two years
later she took the same HALLINAN, S.C.L. marriage tribunal for
the
diocese
of
position at Sts. John
and James School in Ferguson, Springfield, Mo., beginning in
Mo. In 1970 she went back to 1983.
Her final move was in 2005 to
Denver teaching junior high at
her beloved St. Catherine of Siena Nazareth Living Center in St. Louis
School. In 1972 she volunteered where she participated in the
to serve in the chancery in the Prayer and Witness ministry.

14 l
ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Tridentine Latin Mass: at Holy Family
Church, 4380 Utica St., Denver.
Every Sunday: 11 a.m.
Public Invited to Rosary for Peace: at
Light of the World Church, 10316 W.
Bowles Ave., Littleton.
Wednesdays: 7 p.m.
Year for Priests: Holy Hour at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton, 5450 S. Lemay
Ave., Fort Collins. Call 970-226-1303
for more information.
Dec. 14: 7 p.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: held monthly at
All Souls Church, 4950 S. Logan St.,
Englewood led by Deacon Martin Wager.
Dec. 17: 7 p.m.
All Are Invited: to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of Msgr. Leo Horrigan
with a Mass at Notre Dame Church,
2190 S. Sheridan Blvd., Denver. A reception will follow immediately after
in parish family center.
Dec. 20: Mass 12:30 p.m.
Reception 1:30 p.m.
Televised Christmas Mass: the
Archdiocese of Denver will offer a
special televised broadcast of the
Christmas liturgy on KBDI. Available
on Channel 12 via Comcast, Direct TV
and digital.
Dec. 25: 6:30 a.m.
Advent Vespers: every Sunday during
Advent before the 6:30 p.m. Mass at
the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan
St. in Denver.
Sundays of Advent: 5:45 p.m.
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Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Sacred Heart Church: 38044 Weld
County Road 16, Roggen. 303-8495313.
Dec. 15: 7 p.m.
St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Center:
898 14th St., Boulder. 303-443-8383.
Dec. 15: 7 p.m.
Church of the Risen Christ: 3060 S.
Monoco Parkway., Denver. 303-7588826.
Dec. 15: 7 p.m.
St. John the Baptist: 803 Charlotte
St., Johnstown. 970-587-2879.
Dec. 15: 7 p.m.
Blessed John XXIII Center: 1220
University Ave., Fort Collins. 970-4843356.
Dec. 15: 7 p.m.
Nativity of Our Lord Church: 900 W.
Midway Blvd., Broomfield. 303-4695171.
Dec. 15: 7 p.m.
Queen of Peace Church: 13120 E.
Kentucky Ave., Aurora. 303-364-1056.
Dec. 15: 7 p.m.
St. John the Baptist Church: 323
Collyer St., Longmont. 303-776-0737.
Dec. 16: 9 a.m. - noon
6 p.m.

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES
Christ the King Church: at 4291
Evergreen Pkwy., Evergreen. 303-6743155.
Dec. 9: 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Holy Name Church: 3290 W. Milan
Ave., Englewood. 303-781-6093.
Dec. 9: 7 p.m.
St. Louis Church: 902 Grant Ave.,
Louisville. 303-666-6401.
Dec. 9: 7 p.m.
Dec. 15: 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Most Precious Blood Church: 2200 S.
Harrison St., Denver. 303-756-3083.
Dec. 10: School 9:30 a.m.
Dec. 17: Parish 6:30 p.m.
Sacred Heart of Mary Church: 6739 S.
Boulder Road, Boulder. 303-494-7572.
Dec. 12: 10 a.m.
Notre Dame Church: 2190 S. Sheridan
Blvd., Denver. 303-935-3900.
Dec. 12: 10 a.m.
Dec. 15: 7 p.m.
St. Joan of Arc Church: 12735 W. 58th
Ave., Arvada. 303-420-1232.
Dec. 14: 7 p.m.

St. Anthony Church: 331 S. Third St.,
Sterling. 970-522-6422.
Dec. 16: 7 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish: in
Northglenn invites all to a dinner theater performance of ”A Christmas
Carol” at the parish center, 11385
Grant Drive, Northglenn. Proceeds to
benefit parish youth group. Tickets
$10. Call 303-452-2041 for details.
Dec. 11-12: Dinner 6 p.m.
Show 7:15 p.m.
Christkindl Market: outdoor German
style market at Immaculate Heart of
Mary Church, 11385 Grant Drive,
Northglenn. Food, blessing of trees,
craft booths, entertainment and special appearance by St. Nicholas.
Dec. 11: 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Dec. 12: 4 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Dec. 13: 11 a.m - 6 p.m.
Gabriel House Christmas Gathering:
Celebrate the season with refreshments and holiday raffles at the
archdiocese’s Catholic pregnancy
center, 1341 Oneida St., Denver. Call
303-377-1577 or e-mail

gabrielhousedenver@yahoo.com.
Donations kindly accepted.
Dec. 12: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Sixth Annual Christmas Cookie Walk:
at Our Lady of the Pines Church, 9444
Eagle Cliff Road, Conifer. Come stock
up on cookies, breads, novelty items
and everything for holiday entertaining. Call 303-838-0338 for details.
Dec. 12: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Our Lady of Guadalupe: dinner to support Priest’s Chalice Club at Our Lady
of Fatima Church, 1985 Miller St.,
Lakewood. Cost $8 per person. Call
303-458-0671 for details.
Dec. 12: 6 p.m.
Second Annual: Advent lessons and
carols at St. Vincent de Paul Church,
2575 E. Arizona Ave., Denver. A reception and art show will follow. Call
303-744-6119 for more information.
Dec. 13: 4 p.m.
Zoo Lights: 40 acres of illumination at
the Denver Zoo. For information, visit
www.denverzoo.org or call 303-3764800.
Dec. 12 - Jan. 4
Holiday Open House: and book drive
for those interested in literacy programs for adults and families.
Sponsored by The Learning Source at
Belmar Center, 455 S. Pierce St.,
Lakewood. Call 303-922-4683 for details.
Dec. 16: 2 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Servant of the Word: banquet and auction for Catholic Biblical School at St.
Mark Church, 3141 W. 96th Ave.,
Westminster. Reception, auction, dinner and award presentation. Call 303715-3195 for registration information.
Feb. 12, 2010

RETREAT/SEMINARS
EnCourage: a spiritual support group
for parents of children with homosexual tendencies. Call Father Dan
Norick, 720-434-2638.
Lectio Divina for Advent: retreat at
Abbey of St. Walburga in Virginia Dale,
Colo. led by Mother Abbess Maria
Michael Newe, O.S.B. Readings, meditation and reconciliation. Cost is $35
per person which includes lunch. Call
970-472-0612 for registration information.
Dec. 12: 9:30 a.m. - 3:45 p.m.
ENDOW: Education on the Nature and
Dignity of Women is hosting training
for facilitators at JPII Center, 1300 S.

Steele St., Denver. Cost is $35. Call
303-715-3291 for registration information.
Jan. 16, 2010
Begin the New Year: by attending a
family retreat at St. Malo Retreat
Center. Cost is $65 for adult, $35 for
children, kids three and under attend
free. For registration information and
lodging fees, call 303-715-3223.
Dec. 31 - Jan 2.
Mystery of the Priesthood: in the spiritual life, a nine-part lecture by
Anthony Lilles will be held at Bonfils
Hall, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Cost
is $175 per person, $350 for a family.
Registration deadline is Jan. 20, 2010.
Call 303-715-3195 for more information.
Wednesdays beginning
Jan 27, 2010: 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Engaged Couples: it’s not too early to
register for Marriage Prep classes at
St. Frances Cabrini Church, 6673 W.
Chatfield Ave., Littleton. Classes fulfill
steps one and three of archdiocesan
requirements. Call 303-979-7688.
Feb. 5 - 7, 2010
Make Plans Now: for 2010 Living the
Catholic Faith Conference. Call 303715-3260 for more information.
Feb. 26 - 27
Save the Date: for the Rocky Mountain
Catholic Men’s Conference at Holy
Apostles Church, 4925 Carefree Circle
North, Colorado Springs. Call 715-3160
for more information.
March 20, 2010
COURAGE: support for men and
women who have homosexual tendencies and desire to live a chaste
Christian life. Call Father Dan Norick,
720-434-2638.

PILGRIMAGE/TOURS
Travel: on pilgrimage to Basilica of
Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City
led by Bishop Joseph J. Madera,
M.Sp.S. Cost of all-inclusive trip begins at $1,299. Call 630-584-1822 for
more information.
Feb. 25 - March 2, 2010
Footsteps of St. Paul: pilgrimage to
Greece and Turkey with Bishop Samuel
Aquila of the Diocese of Fargo. Fournight Aegean cruise with stops in
Crete, Rhodes and Patmos included.
Call 763-420-1074 for more information.
March 8 - 21, 2010
Pilgrimage to Holy Land: with Father
Tomas Fraile. For more information on
this 14-day excursion, call 303-4801082.
April 8 - 21, 2010
Holy Land Pilgrimage Tour: with
Father Ron Weissbeck. 14-day tour to
Jordan, Israel and Egypt. Call 970353-7500 for more information.
May 3 - 16, 2010

Visit Austria and Germany: including a
stop in the home town of Pope
Benedict XVI during this 11-day pilgrimage led by Father Gabriel Weber,
O.S.M. Call 303-455-0447.
May 31 - June 10, 2010
Journey to View: Oberammergau
Passion Play, a moving presentation of
our Lord’s passion and death. Trip led
by Father Marc Mallick, Pastor of
Sacred Heart of Mary Parish in
Boulder. Call 303-494-7572 for more
information.
June 24 - July 6, 2010
2010 Passion Play Tour: a nine-day excursion led by Father Timothy
Hjelstrom. Call 303-956-2737 for more
details.
June 28 - July 6, 2010
14-Day Fall Pilgrimage: to Israel,
Rome, Venice and Oberammergau
Passion Play. Trip led by Msgr. George
Schroeder. Call 480-264-4136 for
more information.
Sept. 11 - 24, 2010

ENTERTAINMENT
Musical Story of Joseph: “Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat”
presented at the Arvada Center for
the Arts and Humanities. Call 720898-7200 for information or visit
www.arvadacenter.org.
Through Dec. 27
New Year’s Eve Dance: sponsored by
St. Dominic Parish to be held at Hotel
VQ, 1975 Mile High Stadium Circle,
Denver. Mass, cocktails, dinner, dancing and view city fireworks. Cost is
$40 per person, with special room
rates beginning at $89. Call parish at
303-455-3613 for reservations.
Dec. 31: 6 p.m. - 1 a.m.
New Year’s Eve Dance: at Shrine of St.
Anne Church, 7555 Grant Place,
Arvada. Dinner, dancing and casino
games. Cost is $50 per person. Call
303-204-6168 for ticket information.
Dec. 31: 6:30 p.m. - 12:30 a.m.

SINGLES
North Metro Catholic Group: for
singles over 45 meets twice a month.
Come be part of dinners, special
Masses, parties and concerts. Call
303-371-7923 for times and locations.
Christmas Party: at Cinzzetti’s Italian
Market Restaurant, 281 W. 104th Ave.,
Northglenn, sponsored by North Metro
Catholic Group. Open to all singles in
metro area. Call 303-457-8289 for
reservation information.
Dec. 17: 6:30 p.m.
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Documentary explores ‘From Jesus
to Christ: The First Christians’
BY HENRY HERX
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK (CNS)—Looking
back 2,000 years to the historical
world of Jesus as well as that of
his persecuted followers over
the next three centuries is the
two-part documentary “From
Jesus to Christ: The First
Christians” to be run Tuesdays,
Dec. 15 and 22, 8 p.m. each
night on PBS.
Ever since the 1947 discovery
of the Dead Sea Scrolls, biblical
scholarship has been busy with
archaeological digs, comparison
of manuscripts and speculation
over texts.
These activities have been accompanied by a rush to bring
the latest finding, no matter how
tentative, to the public by translating the complexities of spe-

CNS PHOTO FROM INSTITUTO SUOVE BENEDETTINE DI PRISCILLA

AN IMAGE of Christ from the
Catacomb of Ponzianus is one
of several portraits featured in
the two-part documentary
"From Jesus to Christ: The
First Christians" to be run
Tuesdays, Dec. 15 and 22, 8
p.m. each night on PBS.

cialized research into journalistic and, at times, even tabloid
prose.
Drawing on the input of 12
New Testament scholars, this
four-hour series tries to avoid
the oversimplifications and slippery generalizations that have
generated controversy in the
public arena.
This kind of research is prone
to misunderstanding because
its results are often provisional
rather than definitive, apt to be
discarded or refined as new discoveries come to light.
In exploring the historical
context of the Gospels, these
scholars confine themselves to
the archaeological evidence and
textual analysis rather than personal religious convictions or
lack thereof.
Though some Christian viewers will find this approach unedifying, if not confusing, others
may gain new insights which
deepen their faith rather than
undermine it.
Certainly the first two hours
provide a rich introduction to
the Jewish world into which
Jesus was born, all of which is
helpful in reading the Gospel accounts of his life and mission.
What is central in the historical context is the subjection of
Judea to Roman rule and the rise
of political rebels and messianic
sects looking for a new kingdom
to replace the old.
The Dec. 22 program examines how the Gospel accounts
came to be written, the struggle
between differing Christian
sects, and the emergence of
Rome as the center of the early
Church.
Produced
by
Marilyn
Mellowes and directed by
William Cran, the series presents a secular account of the rise
of Christianity without directly
taking up the question of
Christ’s divinity, which is a matter of faith and beyond the
scope of series.
The series will, however, antagonize those who take a strictly literal view of the Gospel accounts and surely irritate most
historians by using the clunky
B.C.E. (Before the Common Era)
to replace the common usage
and historically correct B.C.
(Before Christ).
As a presentation of the
“Frontline” series of investigative reports on current affairs,
this scholarly probe into the historicity of Jesus and the development of the early Church offers some tentative reflections
on the birth of Christianity as it
enters its third millennium.
Henry Herx is retired director
of the Office for Film &
Broadcasting of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops.

