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An Advent novena for priests
BY ROXANNE KING
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The Good News on Youth

Next week, the faithful are invited to recite a special novena to
Mary under the title “Our Lady of
the New Advent” and to offer the
prayers for priests.
In the Denver Archdiocese, Dec.
16 is the feast of Our Lady of the
New Advent. The nine-day novena
would take place on the days leading up to and including the feast.
“On the liturgical calendar of
the Archdiocese of Denver, which
has been approved by the Holy
See, the days from Dec. 8 through
the 16th are ‘Days of Prayer to
Mary,’” explained Msgr. Edward
Buelt, pastor of Our Lady of
Loreto Church in Foxfield and a
member of the Presbyteral
Council. “It seems most appropriate that in this Year for Priests
the ‘Days of Prayer to Mary’ be
dedicated as ‘Days of Prayer to
Mary for Priests.’”
The archdiocese’s Year for Priests
activities committee, which is led
by Auxiliary Bishop James Conley,
agreed. The faithful are therefore
invited to pray the novena (see box
on Page 13) either alone or with
family or friends, at home or at
their parish.
The Year for Priests, which
began June 19 and runs through
the same date next year, was proclaimed by Pope Benedict XVI to
encourage priests to recommit
themselves to their priestly vocation and as an occasion for the
laity to pray for and support priests
in their ministry.
The Our Lady of the New
Advent prayer, which was composed by the Benedictine nuns of

THE OUR LADY of the New Advent icon, above, was created in 1991
by Jesuit Father William Hart McNichols for the Denver
Archdiocese. The original is located at the John Paul II Center, 1300
S. Steele St. in south Denver, just outside the Our Lady of the New
Advent Oratory.

the Abbey of St. Walburga located
in Virginia Dale, Colo., complements an icon created by Jesuit
Father William Hart McNichols
for the archdiocese 18 years ago
at the request of then-archbishop, now Cardinal J. Francis
Stafford.
Father McNichols, 60, is the
son of former Colorado Gov.
Stephen and Marjory McNichols.
Born in Denver he has resided in
New Mexico since 1990, where he
works as an iconographer.
In the Our Lady of the New
Advent icon, Mary is dressed in
purple and holds her hands up in
the orans posture of prayer in a
gesture of intercession. The
Christ Child, who shines forth
from within her, holds a
Columbine flower in his left
hand. Behind the expectant
mother, the Rocky Mountains
rise up out of the Colorado plains.
The symbolism found in Our
Lady of the New Advent makes her
a particularly appropriate title
under which to pray for priests.
The purple worn by Mary, Msgr.
Buelt told the Denver Catholic
Register in 1991, is the color for
Advent and is used in the
Scriptures to represent the dignity
of the priesthood.
“The Virgin’s purple robes represent the fact that the laity, too, are
dressed in purple because they exercise a true priesthood by virtue
of their baptism,” Msgr. Buelt said,
referring to the universal priesthood of the Christian whose witness, work and trials may be offered as a sacrifice of praise and intercession to sanctify the world.

See Novena, Page 13
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1506 - 1552 / Feast - Dec. 3
This great Spanish missionary to Asia was among
the first seven Jesuits who dedicated themselves to
God in Paris in 1534. For seven years, from 1541, he
labored in the vineyards of Goa, in southern India;
Ceylon, now Sri Lanka; the Malay peninsula; and the
Molucca Islands, in Indonesia. He also spent two
years in Japan, teaching and preaching. In 1552,
after revisiting his Indian mission, Francis sailed to China but was taken ill
and died two weeks later. His relics are still enshrined in a church in Goa;
once every 10 years they are carried in a crystal urn in a procession. © 2005 CNS
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How to fight rising childhood poverty
BY JULIE FILBY

CHRISTOPHER
STEFANICK

Catholic subculture
The Gospel isn’t communicated in a vacuum. It’s communicated through culture. When a Catholic culture is lacking, the
Church organically creates subcultures, drawing in and redeeming aspects of the culture it’s in. This is happening among our
youth today. Youth ministry has formed a redeemed culture born
out of generation MTV with its own stages, its own rock stars and
its own brand of rebellion.
The nation’s largest “concert
for Jesus” happened the week
before last at the National
Catholic Youth Convention
(NCYC). We brought 55 youths
from the Archdiocese of
Denver and I was privileged to
speak there. I was blown away.
It’s rare to walk into a 20,000person arena and be unable to
find a place to sit. A few thousand more filled an overflow
arena with jumbo screens. This
event, like many of the larger
PHOTO PROVIDED
events in Catholic youth ministry, had all the trappings of a THOUSANDS of young people
high-end, secular, rock and roll participate in a eucharistic proproduction, except the packed cession held during the Nov. 19arena was there to glorify faith, 21 National Catholic Youth
hope and charity instead of sex, Conference in Kansas City, Mo.
drugs and rock n’ roll.
The stage was filled with Catholic “rock stars.” Before his keynote
telling teens—for the 10,000th time—to wait for sex until they are
married, veteran chastity speaker Jason Evert got a standing
ovation. Matt Maher, who is probably the first Catholic to hit the
top of the charts on Christian radio stations, had the teens cheering
until they were hoarse. They all knew his songs. Steve Angrisano,
Catholic of the Archdiocese of Denver and a popular speaker and
singer/songwriter, hosted the conference. None of these men could
walk 10 feet at that conference without being asked for an autograph. They are Catholic subculture rock stars, and in a culture so
starved for good role models, what a wonderful thing!
What’s even better is that the ultimate rock star being celebrated
is Jesus Christ and the communion of saints. One speaker held up a
rosary and mentioned Mary’s name and it produced a deafening
cheer from the crowd. During one high point of the conference
more than 20,000 teens knelt in silent adoration after which they
processed behind our eucharistic Lord through the streets of Kansas
City, Mo., in silence. That image is indelibly etched into my memory. I’ve never seen anything like it. It was a virtual army of youth following their king in the heart of the modern world!
In MTV culture, rebellion is a virtue. Teens born out of this
Catholic subculture have a beautiful brand of rebellion all their
own. In a sex-saturated world, they wear chastity and the respect
they give to the opposite sex like a badge of honor. According to recent statistics, 95 percent of upperclassmen who are virgins are
proud of it! In a self-serving culture, devout Catholic teens want to
stand out by serving the poor. One teen from our archdiocese, Sami
Freese, shared with the entire conference about the joy and freedom
she found by sponsoring and then visiting a child she sponsors in
the Philippines. In an irreverent culture, teens want to stand out
with ancient practices of piety. They think it’s cool to bow, kneel,
altar serve, burn incense, and sing ancient songs to God with their
hands lifted in prayer. Generation MTV teens want to rebel and
make a name for themselves. What better way to do that than by
being holy! There’s no more profound rebellion than the one given
by the saints and martyrs.
As I looked at the sea of teens, joyful to be standing for Jesus
Christ and celebrating our ancient faith, I wondered, “If our Lord
can change the world with 12, what can he do with 22,000”? Maybe
we won’t be a subculture for long.
Speaker and author Christopher Stefanick is director of Youth,
Young Adult and Campus Ministry for the Denver Archdiocese.Visit
chris-stefanick.com.

Too many kids in Colorado are
waking up hungry, going to
school without supplies or
sleeping on cold floors.
According to a report from the
nonprofit Colorado Children’s
Campaign (“2009 KidsCount in
Colorado”), the number of children in the state living in poverty rose 85 percent between 2000
and 2007—the highest increase
in the country.
An estimated 192,000 children, or 16 percent of the population under the age of 18, were
living in what was considered
poverty or extreme poverty.
Poverty is defined as $22,050 for
a family of four. Realistically it is
estimated that twice that much
is needed to meet basic needs.
“Poverty impacts children and
families in all races and ethnic
groups, all ages, and in all communities,” according to Lisa
Piscopo, Ph.D., senior research
director at Colorado Children’s
Campaign.
Suburban counties including
Adams, Jefferson and Arapahoe
experienced significant growth in
childhood poverty. Situational
poverty, caused by events such as
job loss, illness or divorce, proved
to be on the rise. Statewide, resources cannot accommodate
the growing needs.
“The recession has made conditions worse while, at the same
time, programs are being cut,”
Piscopo said. “Government simply doesn’t have the resources to
meet the needs.”
For this reason, faith-based
services for the poor are more
important than ever. A constant
front-runner in the battle
against poverty is Catholic
Charities, the state’s largest
provider of social services.
Catholic Charities, who serves
an average of 27,600 children
under the age of 18 each year,
has seen a 60 percent increase in
the number of families requesting emergency shelter, an indicator of a rise in the number of
homeless children.
“Our emergency assistance
centers continue to see more
families than we can serve,” said
Jan McIntosh, LCSW, vice president of family and children’s
services at Catholic Charities.
“We are seeing increases in the
numbers of families that can’t
provide for their children’s basic
needs such as food, coats, shoes

FILE PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

A MOTHER takes a moment to kiss her daughter during a shopping trip at a Catholic Charities emergency assistance center in
this Denver Catholic Register file photo from 2008.
and clothing, beds, school fees
and supplies, glasses, childcare
and dental care.”
Catholic Charities suggested
ways the faithful can help poor
children in Colorado (for all extensions listed, the main phone
number is 303-742-0828):
Volunteer: Volunteer opportunities include helping with
homework at a school or shelter,
mentoring, providing a truck
and the “muscle” needed to help
a family move a donation of furniture or working in a childcare
center in a playroom or computer lab. For opportunities call Ext.
2120.
In-kind donations: Donations
such as books, games or birthday
gifts are always needed. Birthday
gifts are needed in particular for
teenagers, who are often the “odd
men and women out.”
Monetary donations: Catholic
Charities operates 11 childcare
centers. These centers enable
parents to transition from welfare
to self-sufficiency. Donations to
Catholic Charities’ childcare and
foster programs may qualify for a
50 percent credit on Colorado
state income taxes. For information, call Ext. 2133. It is important
to keep in mind that local public
and private schools constantly
deal with the needs of poor children and need support.
Be
aware
of
poverty:
Information on the scope of the

FIGHT CHILDHOOD
POVERTY WITH
CATHOLIC CHARITIES
Web site: www.ccdenver.org
Phone: 303-742-0828
Address: 4045 Pecos St.,
Denver, CO 80211
To volunteer: Contact volunteer
services at Ext. 2120
To donate: Visit
www.ccdenver.org/donate, mail
to address above or call donor
relations at Ext. 2133

problem can be found through
local news publications, TV and
on the Web.
Be an advocate: Stay informed of pending legislation
and contact elected officials in
support of public policies and
programs that provide opportunities for children and families.
Find information at www.coloradokids.org.
Open your home: Consider
becoming a foster or adoptive
parent. Thousands of children
are in out-of-home care due to
abuse and neglect. For information on becoming a foster parent, call Ext. 2051. Catholic
Charities is also a licensed child
placement agency. For more information call Ext. 2058.
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A PRIEST'S CHALICE

Chalice was consecrated on the day of Pope Paul VI’s address to the U.N.
BY FATHER JOHN KRENZKE

tleman from the East Coast was
showing chalices he had created
I was ordained in 1957 but I for the seminarians to look at. I
didn’t get a chalice at
was happy with his
ordination. I was a rework so I gave him a
ligious order priest
rough design for a
and normally that
chalice and paten
wasn’t done with
that he could make
Dominicans, getting a
for me, which he did.
chalice as a gift. My
The chalice is made
parents couldn’t have
of one piece of hamafforded one anyway.
mered silver. It’s a
I saved some vacalarge cup, quite thick,
FATHER JOHN
tion money and in
going down to a base.
KRENZKE
1964 I visited at St.
There’s no node to it.
Thomas Seminary where a gen- It’s utter simplicity. Most chal-

as a result of the
Second
Vatican
Council, which was
then under way. I
wanted a fairly
large chalice in case
20 or 25 people
needed to communicate from the cup.
If you turn the chalice toward you and look
into the cup you can see
that although it is round it
is not a perfect circle because it is hand done.
The outside is ham-

ices come in two
pieces, the cup
and base, which
are connected at
the node. This is
made from one
piece of metal. I
don’t know how he
did it.
The chalice is wide,
but it’s twice as deep as
the other cups I saw. The
reason I had the cup made
so large is because that
year we knew concelebration was coming

mered, the back of the paten is
the same. It’s quite a beautiful
piece. This chalice will last three
lifetimes if used every day and
not wear out.
I got the chalice shortly before
Pope Paul VI was to come to the
United Nations in his first visit
to the United States. I thought,
wouldn’t it be nice if I was to
have it consecrated on that day,
Oct. 4, 1965, as a memorable day
in history. At that time chalices
had to be consecrated by a bish-

See Chalice, Page 13

Caring for the priest’s soul: spiritual motherhood
Spiritual motherhood is a longtime, yet not well-known or understood, tradition of the Church.
During this Year for Priests there is
special interest and significance in
this tradition.
In 2007, the Congregation for the
Clergy at the Vatican published the
document “Eucharistic Adoration
for the Sanctification of Priests and
Spiritual Motherhood” to increase
awareness of a connection between perpetual eucharistic adoration and sanctification of priests,
and to recognize the special maternity of the Blessed Virgin Mary for
each priest.
When the Blessed Mother stood
at the foot of the Cross with St.
John, Jesus said to her: “Woman,
behold your son.” He then said to
St. John: “Behold your mother” (Jn
19:26-27).
“In our rich Catholic tradition,
St. John has been a symbol of all
priests, for he stood with Jesus
throughout his entire self-offering
on Calvary,” according to Father
Gary Selin, formation director at
St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary. “Therefore a special re-

lationship was established between Mary, the mother of all
priests, and St. John, the apostlepriest.”
During this jubilee year, all
women may imitate the spiritual
instinct of the Blessed Mother by
adopting a priest. Through spiritual motherhood, they offer support to a priest son through selfoffering, penance and prayers of
adoration, thanksgiving, reparation and supplication.
“To care for his soul becomes an
urgent mission,” said Kate
Sweeney, associate director of
ENDOW (Educating on the
Nature and Dignity of Women), an
organization that promotes the
feminine genius taught by Pope
John Paul II. “His worries become
our worries; when he is tempted
or confused or sorrowful, our maternal heart aches with him. And
when he comes to know success
and joy, we rejoice with him.”
Spiritual motherhood can be
practiced by women of any age, in
any position in life and is considered to be a vocation within one’s
larger vocation to holiness. When
teaching about the gift of motherhood, Pope John Paul II said traits

CNS PHOTO COURTESY OF KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

A DETAIL of Jesus and Mary
from a mosaic depicting the
wedding feast at Cana in the
Holy Family Chapel at the
Knights of Columbus headquarters in New Haven, Conn.
associated with motherhood such
as acceptance, nurturing, generosity and empathy were not lim-

ited to biological mothers: “This
indescribable experience [life
within the womb] is a privilege of
mothers, but all women have in
some way an intuition of it”
(Angelus message, July 16, 1995).
“Spiritual motherhood is open
to single women, married women,
mothers, widows, grandmothers,
godmothers and consecrated religious,” said Father Selin. “It is a
charism where a woman gives her
whole self, body and soul, to the
eternal love of Jesus Christ for the
sake of his Church and the glory of
God the Father.”
Auxiliary Bishop James D.
Conley, who heads the Year for
Priests committee in the Denver
Archdiocese, described the power
of maternal love from earthly
mothers.
“On a human level, for many
priests, our own mothers hold a
very special place in our hearts,”
he said. “I think this is why spiritual motherhood can be a strong
support for priests to encourage
them along the way of holiness
during this Year for Priests—and
beyond.”
Spiritual mothers also pray for
vocations to the priesthood.

For more information or to join
other spiritual mothers, visit
www.endowonline.com/spiritualmotherhood or call 303-7153224.

“This vocation [spiritual motherhood] has an enormously powerful influence in awaking holy
vocations to the priesthood,” said
Father Selin. “When the priesthood is strong, God is greatly glorified and many souls are saved.”
A spiritual mother, who generally considers her adoption a lifetime commitment, is often quiet
about it.
“I suggest that she does not tell a
particular priest about her spiritual
maternity because this makes it
easier for her to keep offering wholly on a spiritual level,” Father Selin
said. “She can more freely offer her
prayers and sacrifices for him in the
spirit of holy detachment.”
ENDOW established a Web site
to promote and encourage spiritual motherhood. For more information and to join others involved in spiritual motherhood,
visit www.endowonline.com/spiritual-motherhood.
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BY JULIE FILBY

SPIRITUAL
MOTHERHOOD

‘YEAR FOR PRIESTS’ DAILY PRAYER CALENDAR
Please pray for the following priests on the indicated days,
in honor of the Year for Priests:
WEDNESDAY

2

DEC.

FR. JOSEPH
MEZNAR
Ordination: 5-31-58

THURSDAY

3
ALL PRIESTS,
LIVING AND
DECEASED, WHO
HAVE SERVED
WITHIN THE
ARCHDIOCESE
OF DENVER

FRIDAY

4

Upcoming Events
‘Year for Priests’ Prayer Vigil: Dec. 5 / ‘Year for Priests’ Holy Hour: Dec. 14
For more information and other resources go to www.archden.org/yearforpriests

SATURDAY

5

FR. JOSEPH
BLANCO
Ordination: 6-2-84

VOCATIONS TO
THE PRIESTHOOD

SUNDAY

6

MONDAY

7

TUESDAY

8

FR. JOSEPH
CARBONE

FR. JOSEPH
BONA

FR. JOSEPH
HEARTY

Ordination: 3-30-59

Ordination: 5-11-72

Ordination: 6-14-06
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Willful blindness and
the Fort Hood massacre
Dan Henninger, whose Wall Street Journal column is aptly titled
“Wonder Land,” put it best: “The only good news about the Fort
Hood massacre is that U.S. electronic surveillance technology was
able to pick up Major Hasan’s phone calls to an al Qaeda-loving
imam in Yemen. The bad news is that the people and agencies listening to Hasan didn’t know what to do about it. Other than nothing.”
Here in Washington, D.C.—where strategists are already gameplanning What-Happens-After-the-Next-9/11—one can only wonder
whether any such horror will be preceded by other missed warnings:
missed, not because the intelligence hardware is deficient, but because the programming of the software, meaning the analysts, filters
out anything that smacks of distorted religious conviction.
In the eight years and three months since 9/11, the U.S. government has willfully turned a blind eye to the Islamist roots of the war
against jihadism. The Bush administration was reluctant to name
things for what they were, and are, in this clash of civilizations. The
Obama administration seems to believe that appeasing the homicidal culture of victimhood that has warped the Arab Islamic world
for decades—and that has now reared its head on a U.S. Army
base—is more urgent than calling spades spades.
Perhaps the most obnoxious expression of this myopia is the instinct to warn the American people against over-reaction, rather
than to name jihadism for what it is. That instinct was on display in
the immediate aftermath of the Fort Hood massacre, when
Secretary of Home and Security Janet Napolitano raised the alarm,
not about jihadism, but about possible violence against Muslims
by outraged Americans. Query to Secretary Napolitano: The overwhelming majority of victims of jihadist terrorism around the
world are Muslims—like those little Afghani girls who want to learn
how to read and have acid poured on their faces by Taliban thugs.
Isn’t identifying the sources of crimes like this, and like Fort Hood,
more important than politically correct posturing about American
yahoos going bonkers and conducting anti-Muslim crusades in
these United States?
When my small book, “Faith, Reason, and the War Against
Jihadism,” was first published in early 2008, it was read as
samizdat—underground literature—at the State Department, the
Defense Department, and the Central Intelligence Agency: or so
I’m told by friends and colleagues. Evidently, even a primer on the
war against jihadism that stressed the imperative of serious, sustained interreligious dialogue was too controversial for career civil
servants to be seen reading, because the book also described the
ways in which bad theology had led to lethal politics.
“Faith, Reason, and the War Against Jihadism” has now been issued in paperback. In a new afterword, I stress two points: that our
security remains threatened by our government’s institutional refusal to take the religious roots of jihadism seriously; and that Pope
Benedict XVI has pointed the way to new and potentially more
fruitful Christian-Islamic dialogue by insisting than any such conversation focus on the hard questions—religious freedom as a fundamental human right, and the separation of religious and political
authority in a just state. We’ll see if the paperback shares the same
samizdat fate as the hardback in the corridors of power.
Father Raymond de Souza, the Canadian columnist, identified another aspect of willful blindness in the aftermath of Fort Hood.
Noting the disinclination among English-speaking opinion merchants to connect the dots between extremist Islam and Fort Hood,
Father de Souza reminded his readers of the double standard at work
here: for when late-term abortionist George Tiller was murdered in
June, many of those same columnists immediately opined that the
murderer was a “logical extension” of the pro-life movement.
That slander was quickly falsified when the mainstream pro-life
movement immediately and publicly condemned Tiller’s murder.
We’ll know that a corner has been turned when, after the next Fort
Hood, the immediate, public reaction of Muslims and nonMuslims alike is an unequivocal assertion that crying “Allahu
akbar” (God is Great) while spraying bullets at innocents is a profanation of the name of God.

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Dec. 6: Second Sunday of
Advent
Scripture readings:
• Baruch 5:1-9
• Psalm 126:1-6
• Philippians 1:4-11
• Luke 3:1-6
Overview: The early part of
Advent focuses on the Second
Coming of Christ. Liturgically we
express our anticipation of this
event by facing “east” during
Mass. Such a posture is reminiscent of how the ancient Jews
looked expectantly toward the
east where the glory of God, like
the dawn, would arise. The first
reading is set in ancient Babylon
in the sixth century B.C. where the
people of God languished in exile.
Jerusalem had been destroyed
along with the Temple where the
glory of God had resided; but now
all that was gone. Anticipating the
return from exile, Baruch inspired

a strong sense of hope among the
exiles, that their long ordeal was
about to end: Jerusalem will “put
on the splendor of God” when he
returns “leading Israel in joy by the
light of his glory.” The “day of
Christ” of which St. Paul speaks in
our second reading refers to the
Second Coming: the “end” (telos)
for which the whole creation longs
(Rom 8:19). The “end” here is to be
understood not as annihilation,
but as completion when the
Church, and indeed the whole
creation will be “filled with the
fruit of righteousness.” On the second and third Sundays of Advent
the Gospels focus on John the
Baptist who heralds the advent of
Christ. He is the last of the Old
Testament prophets, announcing
Jesus’ imminent arrival and the
culmination of salvation history.
Key verse: “Up, Jerusalem!
Stand upon the heights; look to
the east and see your children
gathered from the east and the
west at the word of the Holy One.”
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: Christian petition is
centered on the desire and search
for the Kingdom to come, in keeping with the teaching of Christ.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
On animals in heaven
I would like to comment on
the Ask an Apologist’s answer to
“Are there animals in heaven?”
(Oct. 14 Denver Catholic
Register) and make a couple of
points.
First, contrary to his assertion
otherwise, there is an implicit
teaching of the Church about animals in heaven and it is clear.
Animals have a “natural
end.” That means at death they
are just no more. Quoting apologist James Cavanagh: “Animals
are not in heaven because they
are not rational and ... not immortal.” I think that answered
the question sufficiently without
further need for speculation.
Secondly, bringing Peter
Kreeft’s speculations into the argument did not support
Cavanagh’s position but muddied it and introduced some
ambivalence into the matter.
The beatific vision is just that:
complete happiness. Nothing
else is needed—not our pets or
anything else. The face-to-face

with God is the state of perfect
and complete, eternal happiness.
Finally, man has only one end,
a “supernatural end.” That means
at death man goes on living because his soul is immortal. The
supernatural end of man is the
intuitive vision of God and eternal happiness is man’s ultimate
end. Not so with animals which
have a natural end.
Carmel Champagne
Centennial

Include singles
First, thank you for recognizing
the situation with singles in the
Church (“Overcoming ‘invisibility’ as a single in the Church”, Nov.
18 Denver Catholic Register) and
bringing it to everyone’s attention. I have a question, however.
There are singles—all ages, all situations—who serve as lectors,
extraordinary ministers of the
Eucharist and ushers, but at least
in my parish, I have never seen
singles chosen to carry the gifts to
the altar. Often there is mom, dad

There is a hierarchy in these petitions: we pray first for the
Kingdom, then for what is necessary to welcome it and cooperate
with its coming. This collaboration with the mission of Christ
and the Holy Spirit, which is now
that of the Church, is the object of
the prayer of the apostolic community. By prayer every baptized
person works for the coming of
the Kingdom” (No. 2632).
Pope Benedict XVI: “Praying
toward the east is a tradition that
goes back to the beginning. It is a
fundamental expression of the
Christian synthesis of cosmos
and history, of being rooted in the
once-for-all events of salvation
history while going out to meet
the Lord who is to come again”
(“Spirit of the Liturgy”).
Life application: Facing “east”
at Mass is a tangible expression of
our hope in the Lord’s coming.
Regardless of what direction we
actually face in Mass, literally
speaking, it’s important to remember that there’s a little bit of
Advent in every celebration of the
Eucharist, for it is there that we
“wait in joyful hope for the coming of our savior Jesus Christ.”
and children, or even two married couples without children in
attendance.
As active parish singles, we
contribute financially, and in
other ministries as well, but in
this area ... never chosen, never
honored. Is there a reason for
this, or is it just an oversight?
Sharing this honor with all
parishioners could help make
singles feel more a part of the
parish, and the Mass.
D. A. Persichetti
E-mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250 words
and should include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. We rely on
our readers to recognize that the opinions
expressed in letters to the editor are those
of the author and are not necessarily those
of the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters
containing plainly misstated facts,
misinformation or libelous statements will
not be printed. Unsigned letters will not be
printed. Letters will be edited. Send letters
to: Editor, Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303715-2045. E-mail us at:
editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Dec. 2-6: Interim discussions on the Legion of Christ visitation, Rome
Dec. 8: Committee of Vicars and Directors, JPII Center (9:30 a.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Dec. 2: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Dec. 3: Mass for seminarians and faculty, Christ the King Chapel, St. John Vianney Theological Seminary
(12:10 p.m.)
Dec. 4: Mass, Mullen Home, Denver (10:45 a.m.); Mass, Youth and Campus Ministers, Redemptoris Mater
Chapel, JPII Center (6 p.m.)
Dec. 5: Mass and Archdiocesan Pastoral Council meeting, JPII Center (8:30 a.m.); Mass, Mother of God Parish
(4 p.m.); Vigil Praise, Christ the King Chapel, St. John Vianney Theological Seminary (7 p.m.)
Dec. 6: Mass, Mother of God Parish (7 a.m. and 8:30 a.m.)
Dec. 7: Mass, 38th Anniversary of Sodalitium Christianae Vitae, Holy Ghost Parish (7 p.m.)
Dec. 8: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Committee of Vicars and Directors, JPII Center (9:30 a.m.)
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THE CATEQUIZ’EM
How was Christianity
introduced to Vietnam?
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON

b. 18th;
c. 19th.
9. Politics intermingled with religion in
the mid-1800s when foreign missionaries
were suspected of being:
a. In league with rebels;
b. Ministers of state of neighboring Laos;

In November we remember St. Andrew
Dung-Lac.
1. What was Dung-Lac’s nationality?
a. Korean;
b. Vietnamese;
c. Cambodian.

c. Foreign.
10. This European power, and eventual
colonial power, eventually forced an
agreement which guaranteed freedom or
religion:
a. The United States;
b. China;
c. France.

2. How was Christianity introduced to
Vietnam?
a. Through the Apostle Thomas;
b. Through the Visigoths;
c. Through European missionaries.

11. In the 20th century Christianity:
a. Flourished;
b. Died out;
c. Was subsumed into the Karen nation.

3. They served this community:
a. Displaced Japanese Christians;
b. Hindu Sufis;
c. Mongolian yak herders.
4. The first significant mission and
Catholic community was in:

12. This political change put increased
pressure on Catholics:
a. The triumph of the United States;
b. The triumph of communism in the
North;
c. The triumph of imperialism by the
Thais.

a. Hue;
b. Saigon;
c. Da Nang.

13. The Catholics often fled overseas or
toward this (as it turned out temporary)
haven:

5. To resist these efforts one of the local
kings banned:

b. Timor;

a. Dances;

c. South Vietnam.

a. Indonesia;

b. Linguistics;
c. Foreign missionaries.

14. These two calamities increased the
pressure on an already struggling
Catholic community:

6. When mounting anti-Christian cam paigns, the kings insisted on this test of
faith, also found in Japan:

a. The Korean War and division of the
peninsula;

a. The suspect had to eat a frog;

b. The Sino Russian split and rapprochement with Albania;

b. The suspect had to walk on a crucifix;
c. The suspect had to sink or swim in a
river.
7. Many priests had to:

c. The Vietnam War and eventual victory
of communism over the South.
15. Yet today the Catholic community
there:

a. Convert to Shinto;

a. Is a thing of the past;

b. Hide out;

b. Struggles against hardships, yet continues to thrive;

8. Persecution increased in this century
when Dung-Lac was killed:
a. 17th;

c. Has replaced Marxism as the predominant government creed.
ANSWERS: 1. b, 2.c, 3.a, 4.c, 5.c, 6.b,
7.b, 8.c, 9.a, 10.c, 11.a, 12.b, 13.c, 14.c, 15.b

c. Fight in the arenas against lions.
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Catholic lawyers given awards

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

SUANNE DELL, second from left, and Ann Allott, are the recipients of awards presented
by the Catholic Lawyer’s Guild this year. Dell received the St. Thomas More Award and
Allott the Lifetime Achievement Award. The two are congratulated by Otto Hilbert, president of the Catholic Lawyer’s Guild, and Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., during
the Denver Archdiocese’s Red Mass held at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception Oct. 11. The awards were presented at a brunch after the Mass. A second organization for Catholic lawyers, the St. Thomas More Society, presented the Servus Dei in
Primis Award for 2009 to Bishop John M. D'Arcy of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend, Ind. At the Red Mass, Denver Auxiliary Bishop James Conley received the award
on Bishop D'Arcy's behalf. The resignation of Bishop D’Arcy was accepted by the pontiff
earlier this month. Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades of Harrisburg, Pa., will be installed as the new
bishop for Fort Wayne-South Bend, in January.

Catholic lobbyist appointed to national board
Jenny Kraska, executive director of the
Colorado Catholic Conference, was recently
nominated to serve on the board of the
National Association of State Catholic
Conference Directors (NASCCD). Kraska
told the Denver Catholic Register the nomination came as quite a surprise.
“I’m very honored at this,” she said. “It
wasn’t something I had on my radar. My
name came up before the committee and
then I received a call saying that my name
had been nominated. It was completely unexpected and exciting.”
The confirmation vote on her nomination
will take place this week. The term of service
is two years at each officer position—treasurer, secretary, vice president and president—for a total of eight years.
The NASCCD is made up of state conference directors from across the country.
Started in 1968, the association’s purpose is
to facilitate and encourage the exchange of

information among its members pertaining
to the activities, programs and organization
of the conferences. The organization gets
together twice a year to review policies and
laws sponsored at the state level and to discuss initiatives that are presented at the national level.
The Colorado Catholic Conference, a
united voice of the three Catholic dioceses
of the state, speaks on public policy issues
using a three-pronged approach of education, advocacy and the development of lay
leadership. Working with religious and
secular groups in promoting the common
good of the people of Colorado in the areas
of life issues, health, housing, employment, education, corrections and other
basic needs, the organization interacts
with the state Legislature, U.S. Congress
and elected officials. Kraska has been executive director of this organization since
January 2008.

FOCUS national conference set
The Fellowship of Catholic University
Students (FOCUS), a fast-growing national
college outreach, is hosting its national conference from Dec. 30 to Jan. 3 at the Marriott
World Resort Center in Orlando, Fla.
The five-day event, held every two years,
has nearly 3,000 attendees already registered
and FOCUS is expecting attendance to increase.
“Beyond the dynamic speakers, musicians and beautiful setting of Orlando, is
an opportunity for transformation,” asserted Jeremy Rivera, FOCUS director of
communications. “College is a time when
young adults make big faith decisions that
will affect the rest of their lives and our culture. We’re praying they will encounter the
love of God in Jesus Christ and catch a vi-

sion for how they can share his love on
their campus.
All students—from devout Catholics, to
those still seeking faith —are invited to attend, Rivera said.
Speakers and entertainers confirmed for
the conference include: best-selling author
Matthew Kelly, sought after spiritual director
and EWTN personality Father Benedict
Groeschel, C.F.R., FOCUS founder Curtis
Martin and Christian musician Matt Maher.
To see the full list of speakers, register or
to learn more about conference, visit
www.focusconference.org.
The conference cost is $319. FOCUS is
seeking additional funds in order to offer
more scholarships for students who want to
attend but cannot afford it.
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‘Prepare the way of the Lord’
Advent wreath
prayer: week 2
BY BOB ZYSKOWSKI

The following Advent wreath
prayer is intended to help busy
households make Advent a
prayerful time during the rush of
Christmas preparations. The
language is fairly simple to be
used by groups of adults or
adults with children, and options are noted to allow for participation by a variety of members of the household.
Leader: Today begins the second week of the season of
Advent. In order to help each of
us prepare our own hearts for
the birth of Christ, we take these
few moments each week to pray
together.
• Light the first two candles
on the Advent wreath
• (optional) Read aloud
Baruch 5:1-9; Philippians 1:4-6,
8-11; Luke 3:1-6
• Leader: No matter how desperate things get, our faith teaches that if we keeping trusting in
God and live a life guided by justice, mercy, peace and especially
love, God will keep his promise to
us. In the Bible passages for this
second week of Advent we are
again encouraged to be better
people. John the Baptist reminds
us that we’d better work seriously

PHOTO BY THE CATHOLIC SPIRIT

LIT candles in the Advent wreath above mark the first and second Sundays of Advent. The wreath, which holds four candles, is
a main symbol of the Advent season, with a new candle lit each
Sunday before Christmas.
to make straight our own paths
and to clean up the wastelands in
our own lives. Here’s a challenge
to each and every one of us: what
one thing will we do differently
this week to be a better follower
of Jesus?

Closing prayer:
(Leader may read all, or others
in the household may each read
a segment.)
(1.) Father in heaven, this second week of Advent, help us see
clearly the times when we have
sinned. Accept our sorrow for
having pulled away from you,
and give us firm resolve to stay
close to you.

(2.) God above, help us conduct ourselves in holiness. We
long to be the people you expect
us to be. Help us as we strive to
make our souls blameless and at
peace.
(3.) Help us, Lord, to remember that we were baptized for a
reason. Help us realize our baptismal call to live as a child of
God.
(4.) And dear God, don’t let us
miss chances this week to be
welcoming to other people and
to work in harmony with everyone. Help us as we try to change
our ways so that we are good examples of people who love and
follow the Lord.

Advent liturgies, family-friendly
events to attend in December
There are many liturgies, retreats and family-friendly events
happening around the archdiocese in December to enrich the
holy seasons of Advent and
Christmas.

Abbey day retreat
On Dec. 12 the Abbey of St.
Walburga will offer “Lectio Divina
for Advent: Holding Eternity
Within” presented by Abbess
Maria Michael Newe. O.S.B.
Participants will explore Scripture
readings from the liturgy. The program includes presentations, quiet
time for personal meditation and
prayer, and the opportunity for the
sacrament of reconciliation. Abbey
day retreats begin at about 9:30
a.m. and conclude about 3:45 p.m.
Admission of $35 per person includes lunch. Pre-registration and
a $10 deposit secure your reservation. The abbey is located about 35
miles north of Fort Collins on U.S.
Highway 287. The entrance road is
on the west side of the highway, at
mile marker 381. For more information, call 970-472-0612, e-mail
aswretreats@gmail.com or visit
online at www.walburga.org.

‘Lights, Lessons and Carols’
Alumni and friends of Regis
University are invited to the
school’s annual Advent celebration of music and prayer,
“Lights, Lessons and Carols,” set
for 4 p.m. Dec. 4 in the St. John
Francis Regis Chapel.
The
theme for this year’s event is “In
a Quiet Light.” Regis University
is located at 3333 Regis Blvd. in
Denver.

Advent retreat day
A day of reflection on “Advent
and Aging: Living between
Memory and Hope,” is set from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. Dec. 7 at Most
Precious Blood Parish Center,
2250 S. Harrison St. in Denver.
Cost for the day is $30, which includes lunch. Register by calling
303-756-3083.

Gabriel House celebration
Gabriel House, located at 1341
Oneida St. in Denver, will be the
site of a Christmas gathering to
celebrate the feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, Dec. 12 from 11 a.m.-

See Events, Page 10

1 0 l A DV E N T & C H R I ST M AS

DECEMBER 2, 2009 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Gifts that give

and the donation is made. Visit
www.goodshop.com.

BY JOHN GLEASON

Carmelite monks

Below are gift shopping sites
that support ministries or help
people in need. Other places to
keep in mind are craft fairs at
churches and community centers in your neighborhood.

Online Mall
GoodShop.com is an online
shopping mall of more that 1,400
stores. They also have money saving coupons for many of the
stores but the best part is each
purchase
made
via
the
GoodShop mall results in a donation to the user's designated
charity or school—among them
Catholic Charities USA—averaging approximately 3 percent of
the sale, but going up to 20 percent or even more. It’s as easy as
logging on, select the charity of
your choice, do your shopping

Events
From Page 9
2 p.m. The event will include
tasty Christmas delights, refresh-

In the mountains of Colorado
and Wyoming, monks of the
Carmelite
order
of
the
Immaculate Heart of Mary are
selling coffee for the purposes of
raising funds with which to purchase new land and build a larger
facility to provide for the increase
in vocations their order is now experiencing. The coffee, available
in gift sets, by subscription and
even in samplers, is a delicious
blend of the finest gourmet coffee
beans. Information on the complete line of Mystic Monk coffee
can be found online at www.mysticmonkcoffee.com.

Abbey of St. Walburga
The Abbey of St. Walburga in
Virginia Dale, Colo., is a small
community of contemplative
Benedictine nuns. To help support themselves they have gift

items including books, calendars,
rosaries, Christmas cards, audio
recordings and decorative note
cards, many of which are designed by the sisters themselves.
Check out the many items the
abbey has for sale online at
www.walburga.org.

Bethlehem Gifts
Bethlehem Gifts has a proud
history creating beautiful handcrafted art from the Holy Land.
Their inventory includes olive
wood carvings of Jesus, Mary,
saints, crosses, rosaries, depictions of the Last Supper, music
boxes, ornaments and much
more. Proceeds from sales go to
support the livelihoods of the
Christian artisans who still live
in the place of the Savior’s birth.
Many of the pieces are handcarved from a single piece of
olive wood. Most items can be
shipped immediately if in stock.
Visit online at www.bethlehem
gifts.com.

ments and holiday raffles.
Details on the celebration are
available by calling 303-377-1577
or e-mail gabrielhousedenver
@yahoo.com. Donations will be
accepted. Gabriel House is the
Archdiocese of Denver’s Catholic
ministry and support center for
pregnant women.

Musical ‘Joseph’
The Arvada Center for the Arts
and Humanities is presenting
the Andrew Lloyd Webber and
Tim Rice musical, “Joseph and
the
Amazing
Technicolor
Dreamcoat” through Dec. 27.
This retelling of the biblical life
of Joseph, filled with high-spirited songs and energetic choreography, is a perfect holiday event
for the whole family. Call 720898-7200 for directions and ticket information or log onto
www.arvadacenter.org for more
information.

PHOTO PROVIDED

THE DENVER Botanic Gardens
are turned into an illuminated
winter wonderland this holiday
season.

Blossoms of Light
See the Denver Botanic
Gardens in a different light this
holiday season as the grounds are
turned into an illuminated winter
wonderland. More than one million colorful lights decorate
plants and trees. New this year
are detailed ice sculptures.
Blossoms of Light runs nightly
from 5:30 p.m.-10 p.m. at the
Denver Botanic Gardens, 1005
York St., Denver. More information is available by calling 720835-3500 or visit online at
www.botanicgardens.org.

Denver Zoo Lights
Experience the magic of the
zoo at night at the Denver Zoo
Dec. 12-Jan. 4. See the holiday safari featuring 40 brilliantly-illuminated acres of lights with dozens
of animal sculptures. For times
and directions, call 303-376-4800
or visit online at www.denverzoo.org.
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Experts question methods used to ‘duplicate’ famed Shroud of Turin
BY JIM MYERS

COLORADO
SPRINGS—
Recently, an Italian pharmacist
claimed to have reproduced the
Shroud of Turin using techniques
available in the 13th century.
Colorado-based experts on the
shroud—believed by some to be
the burial cloth of Jesus Christ—
weighed in on the controversy,
saying that there are many irregularities surrounding this new specimen while calling into question
the methods used to produce it.
Dr. John and Rebecca Jackson
run the Turin Shroud Center of
Colorado in Colorado Springs. Dr.
Jackson, who teaches physics at
the University of Colorado at
Colorado Springs, was one of the
first scientists to review the shroud
during a comprehensive study in
1978.
The Jacksons took issue with
several elements that are reported
to surround pharmacist Luigi
Garlaschelli’s
reproduction.
According to Reuters news service,
Garlaschelli told a group at a conference on the paranormal in Italy
that he was able to duplicate the
Shroud of Turin using techniques
available in the 13th century, thus
proving the original is a fake.
“(Garlaschelli) claims that he explains the characteristics on the
shroud. But just because you say
you did doesn’t mean you really
did,” Jackson told The Colorado
Catholic Herald.
The first item that gives the
Jacksons reason for pause was the
forum in which Garlaschelli presented his news. Garlaschelli
spoke at a paranormal conference,
and his project was financed by an
agnostic and atheist group. The
secular press reported his statements as being made by a team of
scientists, when in fact no one outside Garlaschelli’s group has been
able to examine his production.
“A scientist is one who practices
science, makes hypotheses and

FILE PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

A BACKLIT IMAGE of the Shroud of Turin is shown above at the Turin Shroud Center in Colorado Springs, which
is operated by husband and wife team Dr. John and Rebecca Jackson. Contact the center at 719-593-2375.
tests them against observations. A
scientist also delivers work in a
plausible, professional manner,”
said Dr. Jackson. “Frankly, I don’t
see that he’s done any of this. … It
looks to me that it has been improperly presented.”
Rebecca Jackson noted that the
shroud Garlaschelli purports to
have created has not been reviewed by anyone else, and that
Garlaschelli used sympathetic
media to publicize his work.
“He doesn’t bring anything for
peer review. He announces it to
the international press, banking
on a secular environment,” said
Rebecca Jackson. “They picked it
up like wildfire, but they should
have discerned a little more.”
Dr. Jackson cited several troublesome elements to how
Garlaschelli reportedly developed
a replica of the Shroud of Turin. Dr.
Jackson said that he is willing to
consider any credible theory on
the shroud and its origins, but

Garlaschelli’s work is suspect on
the surface. Scientists at the Turin
Shroud Center of Colorado performed several experiments using
information that was available on
this new creation to determine
whether the methods could be accurate.
Garlaschelli told the press that
he rubbed a pigment containing
acid on the cloth to get a pigment
on the cloth similar to what is on
the shroud; he aged it by heating it

in an oven and then washing it;
and he added blood stains, burn
holes and water to mimic the
shroud’s appearance.
Dr. Jackson said that method
leaves a host of questions as to
what procedure Garlaschelli employed. Dr. Jackson said he would
like to know what acid Garlaschelli
used, as it could be several forms.
He also pointed out that adding
blood to the cloth after the fact is
not consistent to how blood ap-

pears on the shroud.
“He says that he adds blood to
his creation after the fact. Well, the
problem with that is that when
you look at the sequence of body
and blood image on the shroud,
it’s clear that the blood was on the
cloth physically first before the
body image was ever created,” said
Dr. Jackson.
Also clouding Garaschelli’s
claims is the question of whether
his reproduction would hold up to
three-dimensional tests. The Turin
Shroud Center of Colorado has
been able to prove through experiments that the markings of the
cloth are consistent with how it
would actually lay on a body by
placing it on various three-dimensional models.
“Did he have a technique where
you actually convert the intensified image to 3-dimensional relief?
You do that by computer,” said Dr.
Jackson. “When we did this to the
shroud, you get a reasonable
three-dimensional face because
the intensity of the nose, the
cheeks, the eye sockets in such a
way to make that happen.”
The Vatican does not claim that
the shroud is the burial cloth of
Jesus Christ. However, Pope
Benedict XVI will make a trip to
Turin May 2 to pray before the
shroud. He will also celebrate an
outdoor Mass, visit with sick people and gather with youth, according to an Oct. 27 Catholic News
Service report.
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Religious leaders pledge USCCB calls Senate health reform
renewed commitment to bill ‘an enormous disappointment’
conscience issues
BY NANCY FRAZIER O’BRIEN

CNS PHOTO/DANIEL SONE

ARCHBISHOP Donald W. Wuerl of Washington speaks about the
"Manhattan Declaration: A Call of Christian Conscience" document at the National Press Club in Washington Nov. 20. The
4,700-word statement was issued by more than 140 Christian
leaders, defining marriage as a union between a man and a
woman, and protecting religious freedom.

WASHINGTON (CNS)—The
health reform legislation now before the Senate is “an enormous
disappointment, creating new and
completely unacceptable federal
policy that endangers human life
and rights of conscience,” the
chairmen of three committees of
the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops said Nov. 20.
A letter from the three chairmen
outlining the USCCB’s problems
with the Senate bill’s provisions on
abortion and conscience protections, coverage of immigrants and
affordability for low-income
Americans went out about 24 hours
before the Senate voted, 60-39, to
begin debate on the legislation.
The debate was expected to
begin Nov. 30 after senators returned
from
a
weeklong
Thanksgiving break.
The Senate’s Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act, drawn up
by Senate Majority Leader Harry
Reid of Nevada from legislation
approved earlier in two Senate
committees, “does not meet ...
moral criteria” outlined by the
bishops, especially on the use of
federal funds to pay for abortions,
the letter said.
“We believe legislation that violates this moral principle is not
true health care reform and must
be amended to reflect it,” said
Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of
Galveston-Houston and Bishops
William F. Murphy of Rockville
Centre, N.Y., and John C. Wester of
Salt Lake City. “If that fails, the current legislation should be opposed.”

They head the USCCB committees on Pro-Life Activities, on
Domestic Justice and Human
Development, and on Migration,
respectively.
In addition to their three-page
letter, the three leaders sent each
senator a copy of a four-page fact
sheet designed to refute “a number
of misunderstandings and false
claims” about the House-passed
Stupak amendment, which they
called “a modest and reasonable
measure.”
The amendment reflects “existing federal abortion funding policies in the context of health care
reform,” the fact sheet says.
“Under this policy, anyone who actually wants abortion coverage can
buy it with their own money; the
government does not use taxpayer
funds for abortions; and no one
who opposes abortion is forced
through their health premiums to
pay for other people’s abortions.”
In their letter, the committee
chairmen said the Senate bill as
currently written “does not live up
to President (Barack) Obama’s
commitment of barring the use of
federal dollars for abortion and
maintaining current conscience
laws.”
“The bill provides federal funding for plans that cover abortion
and creates an unprecedented
mandatory ‘abortion surcharge’ in
such plans that will require pro-life
purchasers to pay directly and explicitly for other people’s abortions,” they said.
In addition, “the bill seriously
weakens the current nondiscrimination policy protecting providers
who decline involvement in abor-

tions, providing stronger protection
for facilities that perform and promote abortion than for those which
do not,” the USCCB letter said.
The bishops also urged changes
in other parts of the Senate legislation.
“We support the inclusion of all
immigrants, regardless of status, in
the insurance exchange ... (and)
the removal of the five-year ban on
legal immigrants accessing federal
health benefit programs,” they
said.
To bar undocumented immigrants from purchasing health insurance with their own money
“would harm not only immigrants
and their families, but also the
general public health,” the letter
said. And to penalize legal immigrants would be unfair in light of
the praise for them “in past immigration debates for their many
contributions and for playing by
the rules,” it added.
The Senate bill also would leave
more than 24 million people without health insurance, the bishops
said, urging the expansion of
Medicaid eligibility for people living at 133 percent of the federal
poverty level or less.
The federal poverty level for a
family of four in 2009 was $22,050;
at the 133 percent level, families of
four making up to $29,327 would
be eligible for Medicaid.
The letter also recommended
changes to help keep out-of-pocket health care costs down for lowincome families.
The bishops cited several aspects of the Senate bill that they
support and urged that they be retained.
“Reforms that will strengthen
families and protect low-income
and vulnerable people—such as
eliminating denial of coverage
based on pre-existing conditions
including pregnancy; eliminating
lifetime caps; offering long-term
disability services; and extending
dependent coverage of uninsured
young adults—are significant
steps toward genuine health care
reform,” the letter said.
The USCCB representatives said
choices made in the health reform
debate “are not just political, technical or economic, but also moral
decisions” and that the questions
they raise “are not marginal issues
or special-interest concerns.”
“They are the questions at the
heart of the health care debate:
Whose lives and health are to be
protected and whose are not? Will
the federal government, for the
first time in decades, require people to pay for other people’s abortions? Will immigrants be worse off
as a result of health care reform?”
they said. “This legislation is about
life and death, who can take their
children to the doctor and who
cannot, who can afford decent
health care coverage and who are
left to fend for themselves.”
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Fairy tale ‘Princess and the Frog’ gets Chalice
new twist in enchanting musical
BY JOHN MULDERIG
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK (CNS)—“The Frog
Prince,” a fairy tale that was already generations old when the
Brothers Grimm committed it to
writing in the early 19th century,
gets a clever new twist in “The
Princess and the Frog” (Disney).
But this snappy variation on an
ancient theme—any more specific description would constitute a
spoiler—is just one inviting element in what is, overall, an enchanting animated musical.
Eschewing computer technology in favor of traditional handdrawn artwork, directors and
co-writers (with Rob Edwards)
John Musker and Ron Clements
skillfully conjure up the New
Orleans of the 1920s, complete
with brassy jazz, Mississippi
steamboats and a partially authentic, though sanitized, version of the social and racial divisions of the time.
At once subject to those divides, yet defying them—probably to an unrealistic degree—are
best-friends-since-childhood
Charlotte (voice of Jennifer
Cody) and Tiana (voice of Anika
Noni Rose).
Charlotte, the spoiled, headstrong but nonetheless endearing

Novena
From Page 1
“The Christ Child is within the
mother’s being” he added, “because the universal priesthood of
the baptized, as represented by
Mary, is meant to nurture the
particular priesthood of the ordained, as represented by Christ.”
At the same time, continued
Msgr. Buelt, those ordained to the
ministerial priesthood are to
serve the universal priesthood of
the baptized.
The Columbine the Christ
Child holds is the state flower for
Colorado and is an ancient
iconographic symbol of the Holy
Spirit.
“Columba is Latin for ‘dove,’”
explained Father McNichols by
phone from his office in Ranchos
de Taos, N.M.
The single stem of the
Columbine in the icon symbolizes the one true God and the
three blossoms the persons of the
Holy Trinity. Greek lettering on
the icon identifies Mary as the
“Mother of God” and Christ as
the “Son of God.”
In the Prayer to Our Lady of the
New Advent, one implores: “O
Lady and Mother
of the One who was and is and
is to come, dawn of the New
Jerusalem, we earnestly beseech
you, bring us by your intercession
so to live in love that the Church,

daughter of wealthy white patriarch Big Daddy (voice of John
Goodman) can afford dreams of
splendor, and has long had her
heart set on marrying a prince.
African-American Tiana—whose
mother Eudora (voice of Oprah
Winfrey) is Charlotte’s seamstress—has the more modest goal
of fulfilling late father James’
(voice of Terrence Howard) wish
to open an elegant waterfront
restaurant.
Through diligent drudgery,
Tiana has come close to earning
the requisite money, and
Charlotte’s cherished desire
looks likely to be fulfilled as well
when handsome, jazz-addicted
playboy Prince Naveen of
Maldonia (voice of Bruno
Campos) arrives in the Crescent
City.
But a shape-shifting spell cast
by scheming voodoo sorcerer
Dr. Facilier (voice of Keith
David) complicates all their
lives, leading to a journey to the
bayou and the remote lair of its
179-year-old queen, Mama Odie
(voice of Jenifer Lewis), whose
good magic may undo the hex.
Along the way, we meet two
more vivid characters: sweetnatured, trumpet-playing alligator Louis (voice of Michael-Leon
Wooley) and gap-toothed Cajun
the Body of Christ, may stand in
this world’s dark as fiery icon of
the New Jerusalem.”
The “dark” the prayer mentions
is not only the darkness of hatred,
sin and evil in the world, but also
the darkness of winter. With its
short days and long, cold nights,
winter can be difficult and depressing for many people as it
compounds the other tribulations one experiences.
“It’s the darkest time of the
year,” noted Father McNichols.
But we can take heart and find
consolation in the holy season of
Advent with its beautiful reminder of the salvation and new
life won out of love for us by
Christ—“the light of the world”
(Jn 8:12)—which urges us to look
with hopeful expectancy for his
return at the end of time.
“The darkness of Advent,”
Father McNichols asserted, “is
therefore not the darkness of despair but the darkness of pregnancy and waiting for rebirth.”
The Prayer to Our Lady of the
New Advent is especially good to
offer for priests as their ministry
calls for them to bring the good
news of Jesus Christ and his love
to the people, Father McNichols
said.
“The priest is the bearer of the
Gospel and the Gospel is the light
to all nations,” he said. “To bring
the light of new birth, new
Advent, during a dark time is the
vocation of the priest.”

firefly Ray (voice of Jim
Cummings).
As this lavish romance unfolds, enhanced by bouncy
tunes from veteran pop star and
film composer Randy Newman,
hard-working Tiana and lazy,
carefree Naveen—initially at
Hepburn-Tracy loggerheads—
eventually come to exercise a
positive, balancing influence on
each other. And the script,
which emphasizes the value of
love over material wealth
throughout, reaches a resolution highlighting the transformative power of marital commitment.
Though images of fire-breathing masks and evil sprites may
scare some tots, “The Princess
and the Frog” otherwise provides quality entertainment for
all ages.
The USCCB Office for Film &
Broadcasting classification is AI—general patronage. The
Motion Picture Association of
America rating is G—general audiences. All ages admitted.
John Mulderig is on the staff of
the
Office
for
Film
&
Broadcasting of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops.
More reviews are available online at www.usccb.org/movies.

PRAYER TO OUR
LADY OF THE NEW
ADVENT
O Lady and Mother
of the One who was and is
and is to come,
dawn of the New Jerusalem,
we earnestly beseech you,
bring us by your intercession
so to live in love that the Church,
the Body of Christ,
may stand in this world’s dark
as fiery icon
of the New Jerusalem.
We ask you to obtain for us
this mercy through Jesus Christ,
your Son and Lord,
who lives and reigns
with the Father
in the Holy Spirit,
one God forever and ever.
Amen.
Follow with an Our Father, a Hail
Mary and a Glory Be.
Closing hymn: “O Come, O
Come Emmanuel”
Scripture readings suggested
by Father William McNichols to
precede the prayers may be
found online at
http://puffin.creighton.edu/jesuit/andre/sj_nov2.html or call
303-715-3215.
For more information about
Father McNichols and his icons
visit http://www.standreirublevicons.com/.
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op, so I asked Bishop Bernard
Sullivan, retired Jesuit bishop
from Patna, India, who graciously consecrated it. I thought it
would be nice for me, then a
Dominican priest, to have a
Jesuit bishop on the feast of St.
Francis of Assisi consecrate this
chalice while Pope Paul VI was at
the U.N. calling for peace during
the then-escalating Vietnam
War. That’s its claim to fame.
I looked up one of the three
prayers that were used then for
the consecration of a chalice
and paten: Deign, Lord God, to
consecrate and to sanctify this
paten and chalice through the oil
of anointing and our blessing in
Christ Jesus Our Lord who with
you lives and reigns in the unity
of the Holy Spirit forever and
ever. Amen.
Before the changes of Vatican
II this was one of the prayers
used. It may be still, but a chal-

ice doesn’t have to be consecrated by a bishop anymore. As he
read “to consecrate and to sanctify” he anointed the vessels
with sacred chrism, which we
use for confirmation and the ordination of priests.
I’ve discovered that the chalice is worth 10 times today what
I paid for it then. On the base is
engraved, in memory of my parents, their names and the names
of friends. All my friends are remembered in my daily Mass
when I use that chalice.
Father John Krenzke is a former Dominican who was incardinated into the Colorado
Springs Diocese in 1985. Retiring
in 1996, he resides in northwest
Denver and serves as chaplain
for the Denver Archdiocese’s permanent diaconate program. He
recently published his second
book, “Why Didn’t God Answer
My Prayer” (St. Walburga Press),
which is available at local
Catholic bookstores or through
the publisher.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Tridentine Latin Mass: at Holy Family
Church, 4380 Utica St., Denver.
Every Sunday: 11 a.m.
Public Invited to Rosary for Peace: at
Light of the World Church, 10316 W.
Bowles Ave., Littleton.
Wednesdays: 7 p.m.
Rosary/Novena for Life: Sacred Heart
of Mary, 6739 S. Boulder Rd., Boulder,
hosting the image of Our Lady of
Guadalupe to pray for sanctity of life.
Call Jane at 303-469-5222.
Dec. 4 - 11: 6 p.m.
Dec. 12: 8 a.m. Closing Mass & rosary
Vigil Praise: sponsored by seminarians
of St. John Vianney Seminary.
Adoration, praise and worship and
confession offered throughout the
event at Christ the King Chapel, 1300
S. Steele St., Denver. Call 215-2724820 for more information.
Dec. 5: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Year for Priests: prayer vigil at
Planned Parenthood Clinic, 7155 E.
38th Ave., Denver, to follow Mass at
St. James Church, 1311 Oneida St.,
Denver. Call 303-715-3205 for details.
Dec. 5: Mass 8:15 a.m.
Vigil 9 a.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception. Father Andreas Hock will
give Benediction and lead rosary.
Dec. 6: 3 p.m.
Night of Prayer for Life: at the Marian
Chapel at St. Joan of Arc Church,
12735 W. 58th Ave., Arvada. Father
Joseph Cao will lead four hours of
prayer and Benediction.
Dec. 8: 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: Join Sacred
Heart of Mary parishioners to pray
with the image of Our Lady of
Guadalupe at the Boulder Abortion
Clinic, 1130 Alpine Ave., Boulder.
Dec. 9: 10 - 11 a.m.
Year for Priests: Holy Hour at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton, 5450 S. Lemay
Ave., Fort Collins. Call 970-226-1303
for more information.
Dec. 14: 7 p.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: held monthly at
All Souls Church, 4950 S. Logan St.,
Englewood led by Deacon Martin Wager.
Dec. 17: 7 p.m.
Televised Christmas Mass: the
Archdiocese of Denver will offer a
special televised broadcast of the
Christmas liturgy on KBDI. Available
on Channel 12 via Comcast, Direct TV
and digital.
Dec. 25: 6:30 a.m.
Advent Vespers: every Sunday during
Advent before the 6 p.m. Mass at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St. in Denver.
Sundays of Advent: 5:45 p.m.
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GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Sixth Annual Christmas Open House:
at gift shop at St. John the Baptist
Church, 323 Collyer St., Longmont.
Free drawing, bargains and refreshments.
Dec. 2: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Community Celebration of the
Nativity: See works of art by children
depicting the first Christmas and
enjoy musical presentations by
groups, including the St. Frances
Cabrini bell choir. At Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 1939
Easter Ave., Littleton. For information,
visit www.interfaithnativity.org.
Dec. 3 - 5
Blossoms of Light: More than one
million colorful lights illuminate the
Denver Botanical Gardens, 1005 York
St., Denver. Ice sculptures new this
year. For information, visit
www.botanicgardens.org or
call 720-865-3585.
Dec. 4 - Jan. 3: 5:30 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish: in
Northglenn invites all to a dinner theater performance of ”A Christmas
Carol” at the parish center, 11385
Grant Drive, Northglenn. Proceeds to
benefit parish youth group. Tickets
$10. Call 303-452-2041 for details.
Dec. 4-5, 11-12: Dinner 6 p.m.
Show 7:15 p.m.
Book Signings: Catholic author Claudia
Cangilla McAdam will sign her latest
book “Awakening” at St. Thomas More
Gift Shop, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. Call 303-221-9229.
Dec. 5: 3:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 6: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Christmas Market: at St. Martin de
Porres Church, 3300 Table Mesa Drive,
Boulder. Hand-made goods, artwork,
baked goods and religious items for
sale. Call 303-499-7744.
Dec. 5: 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Holiday Bazaar and Greenery Sale: at
Good Shepherd Church, 620 Elizabeth
St., Denver. Jewelry, crafts, greenery,
stationary and much more. Call 303322-5554 for details.
Dec. 5: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Free Workshop for Homeowners and
Renters: at Centro San Juan Diego,
2830 Lawrence St., Denver. For families facing difficulties with mortgage
payments or questions about housing.
Learn about resources and talk to
housing counselor. Call 303-295-9470.
Dec. 5: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Christkindl Market: outdoor German
style market at Immaculate Heart of
Mary Church, 11385 Grant Drive,
Northglenn. Food, blessing of trees,
craft booths, entertainment and special appearance by St. Nicholas.
Dec. 11: 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Dec. 12: 4 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Dec. 13: 11 a.m - 6 p.m.
Gabriel House Christmas Gathering:
Celebrate the season with refreshments and holiday raffles at the
archdiocese’s Catholic pregnancy
center, 1341 Oneida St., Denver. Call
303-377-1577 or e-mail
gabrielhousedenver@yahoo.com.
Donations kindly accepted.
Dec. 12: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Sixth Annual Christmas Cookie Walk:
at Our Lady of the Pines Church, 9444
Eagle Cliff Road, Conifer. Come stock
up on cookies, breads, novelty items
and everything for holiday entertaining. Call 303-838-0338 for details.
Dec. 12: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Our Lady of Guadalupe: dinner to support Priest’s Chalice Club at Our Lady
of Fatima Church, 1985 Miller St.,
Lakewood. Cost $8 per person. Call
303-458-0671 for details.
Dec. 12: 6 p.m.
Zoo Lights: 40 acres of illumination at
the Denver Zoo. For information, visit
www.denverzoo.org or call 303-3764800.
Dec. 12 - Jan. 4
Servant of the Word: banquet and auction for Catholic Biblical School at St.
Mark Church, 3141 W. 96th Ave.,
Westminster. Reception, auction, dinner and award presentation. Call 303715-3195 for registration information.
Feb. 12, 2010

RETREAT/SEMINARS
EnCourage: a spiritual support group
for parents of children with homosexual tendencies. Call Father Dan
Norick, 720-434-2638.
Advent Celebration: for alumni and
friends of Regis University. “Lights,
Lessons and Carols” is an annual celebration of music and prayer. To be
held in St. John Francis Regis Chapel,
3333 Regis Blvd., Denver.
Dec. 4: 4 p.m.

Advent Retreat: A day of reflection on
“Advent and Aging: Living Between
Memory and Hope” at Most Precious
Blood Parish Center, 2250 S. Harrison
St., Denver. Cost of $30 includes
lunch. Register by calling 303-7563083.
Dec. 7: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Tree of Life: Franciscan mini-retreat
at St. Patrick’s Mission Church, 33rd
and Pecos St., Denver. Optional
potluck before retreat. Call 720-2086760.
Dec. 8: Dinner 5 p.m.
Retreat 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Come Hear Anthony Lilles: speak on
“The Virgin Mary in the Wisdom of the
Saints” at St. Malo Retreat Center in
Allenspark, CO. Cost is $50, which includes lunch. Registration deadline,
Dec. 5. Call 303-715-3195 for details.
Dec. 12: 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Lectio Divina for Advent: retreat at
Abbey of St. Walburga in Virginia Dale,
Colo. led by Mother Abbess Maria
Michael Newe, O.S.B. Readings, meditation and reconciliation. Cost is $35
per person which includes lunch. Call
970-472-0612 for registration information.
Dec. 12: 9:30 a.m. - 3:45 p.m.
ENDOW: Education on the Nature and
Dignity of Women is hosting training
for facilitators at JPII Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Cost is $35. Call
303-715-3291 for registration information.
Jan. 16, 2010
Engaged Couples: it’s not too early to
register for Marriage Prep classes at
St. Frances Cabrini Church, 6673 W.
Chatfield Ave., Littleton. Classes fulfill
steps one and three of archdiocesan
requirements. Call 303-979-7688.
Feb. 5 - 7, 2010
Make Plans Now: for 2010 Living the
Catholic Faith Conference. Call 303715-3260 for more information.
Feb. 26 - 27
COURAGE: support for men and
women who have homosexual tendencies and desire to live a chaste
Christian life. Call Father Dan Norick,
720-434-2638.

PILGRIMAGE/TOURS
Travel: on pilgrimage to Basilica of
Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City
led by Bishop Joseph J. Madera,
M.Sp.S. Cost of all-inclusive trip begins at $1,299. Call 630-584-1822 for
more information.
Feb. 25 - March 2, 2010
Footsteps of St. Paul: pilgrimage to
Greece and Turkey with Bishop Samuel
Aquila of the Diocese of Fargo. Fournight Aegean cruise with stops in
Crete, Rhodes and Patmos included.
Call 763-420-1074 for more information.
March 8 - 21, 2010

Pilgrimage to Holy Land: with Father
Tomas Fraile. For more information on
this 14-day excursion, call 303-4801082.
April 8 - 21, 2010
Holy Land Pilgrimage Tour: with
Father Ron Weissbeck. 14-day tour to
Jordan, Israel and Egypt. Call 970353-7500 for more information.
May 3 - 16, 2010
Visit Austria and Germany: including a
stop in the home town of Pope
Benedict XVI during this 11-day pilgrimage led by Father Gabriel Weber,
O.S.M. Call 303-455-0447.
May 31 - June 10, 2010
Journey to View: Oberammergau
Passion Play, a moving presentation of
our Lord’s passion and death. Trip led
by Father Marc Mallick, Pastor of
Sacred Heart of Mary Parish in
Boulder. Call 303-494-7572 for more
information.
June 24 - July 6, 2010
2010 Passion Play Tour: a nine-day excursion led by Father Timothy
Hjelstrom. Call 303-956-2737 for more
details.
June 28 - July 6, 2010
14-Day Fall Pilgrimage: to Israel,
Rome, Venice and Oberammergau
Passion Play. Trip led by Msgr. George
Schroeder. Call 480-264-4136 for
more information.
Sept. 11 - 24, 2010

ENTERTAINMENT
Musical Story of Joseph: “Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat”
presented at the Arvada Center for
the Arts and Humanities. Call 720898-7200 for information or visit
www.arvadacenter.org.
Through Dec. 27
New Year’s Eve Dance: sponsored by
St. Dominic Parish to be held at Hotel
VQ, 1975 Mile High Stadium Circle,
Denver. Mass, cocktails, dinner, dancing and view city fireworks. Cost is
$40 per person, with special room
rates beginning at $89. Call parish at
303-455-3613 for reservations.
Dec. 31: 6 p.m. - 1 a.m.
New Year’s Eve Dance: at Shrine of St.
Anne Church, 7555 Grant Place,
Arvada. Dinner, dancing and casino
games. Cost is $50 per person. Call
303-204-6168 for ticket information.
Dec. 31: 6:30 p.m. - 12:30 a.m.

SINGLES
North Metro Catholic Group: for
singles over 45 meets twice a month.
Come be part of dinners, special
Masses, parties and concerts. Call
303-371-7923 for times and locations.
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