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SEVEN Benedictine nuns from monasteries in three countries—Italy, France and the United States—who formed the contemplative
community of Mater Ecclesiae in Vatican City the last five years pose for a photo with Pope Benedict XVI on July 3, 2009. The two
American nuns who took part in the community are from the Abbey of St. Walburga in Virginia Dale, Colo.: Sister M. Ancilla Armijo is
second from left and Sister Maria Gabriel Pitpit is at far right.
BY ROXANNE KING
unique to Mater Ecclesiae is that multicultural community, com- in 1990 after having taught elethe community was designed to posed of members coming from mentary school in her homeland
Two Benedictine nuns who change every five years to reflect different countries and nationali- and working in Hong Kong and
spent the last five years at the the variety of contemplative orders ties.”
Canada as a nanny.
Vatican praying for the pope and of women religious in the Church.
The two Colorado nuns said
The first order called to serve at
his ministry, have returned to their
“The Holy Father had a high re- Mater Ecclesiae were the Poor they faced new challenges and
abbey in Virginia Dale, Colo., with gard for and esteem of the con- Clares, followed by Discalced reaped special blessings through
a deeper understanding of prayer templative branch of religious life Carmelites
and
then
the the experience as they sought to
and of the Church.
in the Church and wished its pres- Benedictines. Now, Visitation nuns live out the Benedictine motto
The nuns, members of the ence to be a part of the reality of from just two countries, Italy and “Ora et Labora” (Prayer and Work)
Abbey of St. Walburga, returned Vatican
City,”
explained Spain, are ensconced at Mater in their temporary home.
Oct. 12 after having served since Benedictine Sister M. Ancilla Ecclesiae and the constitution of
“Some of the sisters worked in
2004 at Mater Ecclesiae, a Armijo, 53, a native of Tucumcari, the monastery has been changed the Holy Father’s vegetable garden
monastery established by Pope N.M., who entered Walburga to reduce the apostolate to a three- and orchard where they grew fresh
John Paul II in 1994 to ensure the Abbey at age 16 when the year mission.
vegetables for the papal housepresence of a continuously pray- monastery was located in Boulder.
“There were seven of us hold as well as for our communiing community at the Vatican. The
“The Holy Father had a specific Benedictines who came from ty,” Sister Ancilla said. “We tended
mission of the community is “to scope and an ideal vision for three different monasteries from the orange and lemon trees and
support the Holy Father in his (Mater Ecclesiae),” she said. “It was three countries—three Italians, became known for our homedaily care for the whole Church” to reflect the universality and unity two French and two Americans,” made marmalade complete with
through prayer and sacrifice.
of the Church and its ability to live said Sister Maria Gabriel Pitpit, 59, ‘Mater Ecclesiae’ logos.”
While the tradition of praying in peace and harmony as one and, a transplant from the Philippines
nuns is a long one in the Church, therefore, he desired that it be a who entered the Walburga Abbey
See Nuns, Page 5
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c. 316 - 397 / Feast - Nov. 11
Born a pagan in Hungary, Martin became a catechumen after his Roman army officer father
moved to Italy. He too became a soldier who,
according to tradition, gave half his cloak to a
beggar and later had a vision of Christ wearing
it. After his discharge, he embraced religious
life, founding the first monastery in France.
Though declared bishop of Tours by local Catholics in 372, Martin
continued to live a monastic life. He was the first non martyr vener© 2003 CNS
ated as a saint and given a liturgical feast.

2l

NOVEMBER 11, 2009 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

WORLD/NATION

Successful inclusion of
abortion ban spells
success for health bill
BY PATRICIA ZAPOR
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON (CNS)—In the
end, the successful battle to include strict language prohibiting
funding for abortions, led by
pro-life congressional Democrats with the strong support of
the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops, is what made the difference in the Nov. 7 House vote to
pass a sweeping health-care reform bill.
In a rare Saturday night vote,
the House approved the
Affordable Health Care for
America Act, 220-215, moving
the legislation on to the Senate,
which was expected to take up
debate on its own health-care
bill later in November.
Assuming the Senate passes a
version of the legislation, differences between the two bills will
have to be reconciled separately.
That legislation would go back
to both houses of Congress for
final approval.
Key to passing the House bill
was the approval of an amendment by Rep. Bart Stupak, DMich., to prohibit the use of federal funds to pay for abortion,
including barring abortion coverage from insurance plans
which consumers purchase
using government subsidies.
The USCCB and other pro-life
organizations had threatened to
oppose any final bill that did not
include such provisions.
The final bill fell short of another element pushed strongly
by the Church in recent weeks. It
would bar people who are in the
country illegally from receiving
any government assistance to
get health coverage. The U.S.
bishops also had urged that the
legislation allow all immigrants
access to the health-care system, regardless of legal status.
What the bill does do is expand health insurance to an estimated 30 million people who
currently lack coverage, meaning an estimated 96 percent of
Americans would have access to
more affordable health care.
Various news sources as well
as people involved on the Hill
reported on the critical role of
last-minute, behind-the-scenes
negotiations among House leaders, White House staff, Catholic
bishops and their staff. Also essential were talks with Stupak
and others who were holding
firm on withholding their votes
pending acceptance of his
amendment.
Chicago Cardinal Francis E.

George, president of the USCCB,
spoke with Pelosi Nov. 6, encouraging her to let Stupak’s
amendment come for a vote.
Other bishops also weighed in
by phone with various members
of Congress, including by encouraging Republican leaders
not to try to block progress that
was being made in getting the
abortion amendment passed.
When Stupak’s amendment
was allowed to come to the floor,
it was approved by a vote of 240194, with the support of many
Republicans who did not ultimately vote for the legislation itself.
Only one Republican voted for
the overall bill, Rep. Anh
“Joseph” Cao of Louisiana, a
Catholic and former Jesuit seminarian who was elected in
December 2008 to fill a vacancy
created by the resignation of
Democratic
Rep.
William
Jefferson, who was forced out of
office in a bribery scandal.
In a statement, Stupak, a
Catholic who has spoken many
times of his often lonely role as a
pro-life Democrat in Congress,
focused not on his successful
abortion amendment, but on
the overall bill, which he called
the most significant reform to
government and private health
insurance
programs
since
Medicare and Medicaid were
created in 1965.
His statement noted that the
bill includes reforms for both
the uninsured and those who already have insurance. Medicare
recipients will receive additional
prescription drug coverage and
be entitled to full coverage for
preventative care.
Other components of the bill
include:
• Insurance companies would
be prohibited from discriminating against people with pre-existing medical conditions. They
also would no longer be able to
impose lifetime caps on benefits
or cancel coverage for any excuse when policyholders become ill.
• It would give tax subsidies to
small employers to help them
provide insurance for their
workers.
• It would create a health insurance exchange where people
who are not currently covered
through an employer-purchased
plan, Medicare, Medicaid,
Veterans Affairs or other government insurance could get coverage through private or federal
providers.

Foul ball!
BY ARCHBISHOP TIMOTHY M.
DOLAN

The following article was submitted in a slightly shorter form
to the New York Times as an oped article. The Times declined to
publish it. It was then posted Oct.
29 to Archbishop Dolan’s blog,
The Gospel in the Digital Age
(http://www.archny.org/newsevents/columns-and-blogs/blog--the-gospel-in-the-digitalage/). It is reprinted here with
permission.
October is the month we relish the highpoint of our national
pastime, especially when one of
our own New York teams is in
the World Series!
Sadly, America has another
national pastime, this one not
pleasant at all: anti-Catholicism.
It is not hyperbole to call prejudice against the Catholic
Church a national pastime.
Scholars such as Arthur
Schlesinger Sr. referred to it as
“the deepest bias in the history
of the American people,” while
John Higham described it as
“the most luxuriant, tenacious
tradition of paranoiac agitation
in American history.” “The antisemitism of the left,” is how Paul
Viereck reads it, and Professor
Philip Jenkins sub-titles his
book on the topic “the last acceptable prejudice.”
If you want recent evidence of
this unfairness against the
Catholic Church, look no further
than a few of these following examples of occurrences over the
last couple weeks:
• On Oct. 14, in the pages of
the New York Times, reporter
Paul Vitello exposed the sad extent of child sexual abuse in
Brooklyn’s Orthodox Jewish
community. According to the article, there were 40 cases of such
abuse in this tiny community
last year alone. Yet the Times did
not demand what it has called
for incessantly when addressing
the same kind of abuse by a tiny
minority of priests: release of
names of abusers, rollback of
statute of limitations, external
investigations, release of all
records, and total transparency.
Instead, an attorney is quoted
urging law enforcement officials
to recognize “religious sensitivities,” and no criticism was offered of the DA’s office for allowing Orthodox rabbis to settle

CNS PHOTO

ARCHBISHOP TIMOTHY M.
DOLAN OF NEW YORK
these cases “internally.” Given
the Catholic Church’s own recent horrible experience, I am
hardly in any position to criticize our Orthodox Jewish neighbors, and have no wish to do so
… but I can criticize this kind of
“selective outrage.”
Of course, this selective outrage probably should not surprise us at all, as we have seen
many other examples of the phenomenon in recent years when it
comes to the issue of sexual
abuse. To cite but two: In 2004,
Professor Carol Shakeshaft documented the wide-spread problem of sexual abuse of minors in
our nation’s public schools (the
study can be found here:
http://www.archny.org/media/ar
chbishops-blog/Sexual_Miscon
duct_Report.pdf ). In 2007, the
Associated Press issued a series of
investigative reports that also
showed the numerous examples
of sexual abuse by educators
against public school students.
Both the Shakeshaft study and
the AP reports were essentially ignored, as papers such as the New
York Times only seem to have
priests in their crosshairs.
• On Oct. 16, Laurie Goodstein
of the Times offered a front page,
above-the-fold story on the sad
episode of a Franciscan priest
who had fathered a child. Even
taking into account that the relationship with the mother was
consensual and between two
adults, and that the Franciscans
have attempted to deal justly
with the errant priest’s responsibilities to his son, this action is
still sinful, scandalous and indefensible. However, one still has
to wonder why a quarter-century old story of a sin by a priest is
now suddenly more pressing

and newsworthy than the war in
Afghanistan, health care, and
starvation–genocide in Sudan.
No other cleric from religions
other than Catholic ever seems
to merit such attention.
• Five days later, Oct. 21, the
Times gave its major headline to
the decision by the Vatican to
welcome Anglicans who had requested union with Rome. Fair
enough. Unfair, though, was the
article’s observation that the
Holy See lured and bid for the
Anglicans. Of course, the reality
is simply that for years thousands of Anglicans have been
asking Rome to be accepted into
the Catholic Church with a special sensitivity for their own tradition. As Cardinal Walter
Kasper, the Vatican’s chief ecumenist, observed, “We are not
fishing in the Anglican pond.”
Not enough for the Times; for
them, this was another case of
the conniving Vatican luring and
bidding unsuspecting, good
people, greedily capitalizing on
the current internal tensions in
Anglicanism.
• Finally, the most combustible example of all came
Sunday with an intemperate and
scurrilous piece by Maureen
Dowd on the opinion pages of
the Times. In a diatribe that
rightly never would have passed
muster with the editors had it so
criticized an Islamic, Jewish or
African-American
religious
issue, she digs deep into the nativist handbook to use every
anti-Catholic caricature possible, from the Inquisition to the
Holocaust, condoms, obsession
with sex, pedophile priests, and
oppression of women, all the
while slashing Pope Benedict
XVI for his shoes, his forced conscription—along with every
other German teenage boy—
into the German army, his outreach to former Catholics, and
his recent welcome to Anglicans.
True enough, the matter that
triggered her spasm—the current
visitation of women religious by
Vatican representatives—is wellworth discussing, and hardly exempt from legitimate questioning. But her prejudice, while
maybe appropriate for the KnowNothing newspaper of the 1850s,
the Menace, has no place in a
major publication today.
I do not mean to suggest that
anti-Catholicism is confined to
the pages of the New York Times.
Unfortunately, abundant examples can be found in many different venues. I will not even

See Dolan, Page 3
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A Priest’s Chalice: monsignor’s chalice expresses hope of the parousia
BY MSGR. GEORGE M.
SCHROEDER

About a dozen of our 1962 St.
Paul Seminary (in St. Paul, Minn.)
ordination class of 42 priests from
all over the northern Midwestern
states chose this basic old Roman
drinking cup, done in a Greek
style, offered by Adrian Hamers
Co. of New York and Germany.
Each of us then chose some specific features to individualize our
own chalice.
Mine was a gift from my parents
and Italian maternal grandparents
and in memory of my German paternal grandparents, already deceased. I chose the Greek words,

Kyrie eleison
(Lord have
mercy), and
Maranatha
(Come Lord
Jesus) to circle the outside of the
cup, remindMSGR.
ing us that
GEORGE
the Mass carSCHROEDER
ries us from
the ultimate act of God’s love and
mercy, Jesus’ death and resurrection, through time and history
until Jesus’ final coming in the
parousia, the hope expressed in
Maranatha!, one of the last words
in the Bible (Rev 22:20). Each time

Mass is celebrated we enter into
Jesus’ all-saving act.
The chalice node is embellished
with a specially designed Greek
cross.
On the back of the paten (plate)
is another Greek cross, inscribed
with the Greek words, phos (light)
and zoe (life), powerful themes
from John’s Gospel.
It has been such a privilege to
celebrate the Eucharist with these
vessels for 47 years, since that
Sunday within the Octave of the
Ascension, June 3, 1962, when I
first used this chalice and consecrated the Blood of Christ with my
Italian grandfather’s homemade
red wine. He was so proud, as was

Retired priest dies in his homeland

years. His ministry in
the archdiocese included serving as
vicar for clergy. He
retired in 2007 and
now resides in
Scottsdale, Ariz.

I and the rest of my
family.
Each time I celebrate
the
Eucharist
my
prayer
continues—Kyrie eleison
and Maranatha!
Msgr.
George
Schroeder, who was ordained and served
in the Diocese of
Duluth, Minn.,
was incardinated
into the Denver
Archdiocese
in
1990 after having
served here for eight

MSGR. GEORGE
Schroeder’s chalice
has the words
Kyrie eleison
(Lord have
mercy) and
Maranatha (Come
Lord Jesus) engraved on it.

Father Adalberto DeGante, a
retired priest of the Denver
Archdiocese, died Oct. 31. He
was 59.
The son of Domingo and
Maria DeGante, he was born
April 15, 1950, in Chiautla de
Tapia, Puebla, Mexico. He attended Ignacio Marquez y Toriz
Junior High School, Palafoxian
Conciliar Seminary High School
and St. Vincent de Paul Regional
Seminary in Boynton Beach, Fla.
Ordained on Aug. 28, 1979, at
Chiaulta de Tapia, Puebla,
Mexico, Father DeGante served

as associate pastor first at St.
Mary Parish in Farmington,
N.M., Our Lady of Guadalupe
Parish in Holbrook, Ariz., then
Holy Infant of Prague Parish in
Reserve, N.M. Between 1981
and 1989, Father DeGante
served as pastor at four parishes: San Mateo Church in San
Mateo, N.M.; Our Lady of
Guadalupe Church in Holbrook,
Ariz.; San Rafael Church in San
Rafael, N.M. and Sacred Heart
Church in Waterflow, N.M.
From 1987 to 1989, he served
as vicar of Hispanic affairs for

the Diocese of Gallup, N.M. In
1990, Father DeGante came to
Colorado to become chaplain at
the
Federal
Correction
Institution in Englewood. In his
Colorado ministry, he served as
parochial vicar at St. Anthony
Parish in Sterling and St.
Catherine of Siena Parish in Iliff.
Later, he served in the same capacity at St. Helena in Fort
Morgan and Our Lady of Peace
in Greeley.
Incardinated
to
the
Archdiocese of Denver in 2002,
Father DeGante was adminis-

trator, and later pastor at St. chapter at the parish. Whatever
John the Evangelist in Yuma be- kind of community organizing
needed to be done, he
fore
moving
to
was there to help.
Denver where he was
“He felt the calling
appointed parochial
to the priesthood
vicar at St. Anthony of
from a young age,”
Padua Parish.
Father Norick added,
Father
Daniel
“and never tired in fulNorick, V.F., pastor of
filling that mission.”
St. Anthony, rememA funeral for Father
bers Father DeGante
DeGante was held
as a caring individual
FATHER
Nov. 2 in Puebla,
who enjoyed being
ADALBERTO
Mexico. A memorial
involved in the parish
DEGANTE
Mass
for
Father
community
DeGante will be of“He was very active
in his ministry,” Father Norick fered by Msgr. Jorge De los
said. “He was a great organiz- Santos at 7 p.m. today, Nov. 11,
er—rosaries, prayer groups, he at St. Anthony of Padua Church,
started our Legion of Mary 3801 W. Ohio Ave. in Denver.

Dolan

Kennedy made some incredibly
inaccurate and uncalled-for remarks concerning the Catholic
bishops, as mentioned in this
blog on Monday. Also, the New
York State Legislature has levied
a special payroll tax to help the
Metropolitan Transportation
Authority fund its deficit. This
legislation calls for the public
schools to be reimbursed the

cost of the tax; Catholic schools,
and other private schools, will
not receive the reimbursement,
costing each of the schools
thousands—in some cases tens
of
thousands—of
dollars,
money that the parents and
schools can hardly afford. (Nor
can the archdiocese, which already underwrites the schools
by $30 million annually.) Is it not

an issue of basic fairness for ALL
school-children and their parents to be treated equally?
The Catholic Church is not
above criticism. We Catholics do
a fair amount of it ourselves. We
welcome and expect it. All we ask
is that such critique be fair, rational and accurate, what we
would expect for anybody. The
suspicion and bias against the

begin to try and list the many
cases of anti-Catholicism in the
so-called entertainment media,
as they are so prevalent they
sometimes seem almost routine
and obligatory. Elsewhere, last
week (Oct. 22), Rep. Patrick

Most Rev. Timothy M. Dolan is
the archbishop of New York.
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Church is a national pastime that
should be “rained out” for good.
I guess my own background in
American history should caution me not to hold my breath.
Then again, yesterday was the
feast of St. Jude, the patron saint
of impossible causes.

‘YEAR FOR PRIESTS’ DAILY PRAYER CALENDAR
Please pray for the following priests on the indicated days,
in honor of the Year for Priests:
WEDNESDAY

11

NOV.

ALL PRIESTS WHO
ARE VETERANS

THURSDAY

12

FRIDAY

13

Upcoming Events
‘Year for Priests’ Prayer Vigil: Dec. 5 / ‘Year for Priests’ Holy Hour: Dec. 14
For more information and other resources go to www.archden.org/yearforpriests

SATURDAY

14

SUNDAY

15

MONDAY

16

TUESDAY

17

FR. JOHN
WIND

FR. JOHN
GIBBONS

FR. JOHN
HILTON

FR. JOHN
GRABRIAN

FR. JOHN
WATERS

FR. JOHN
KAUFFMAN

Ordination: 5-27-67

Ordination: 5-26-56

Ordination: 8-14-82

Ordination: 5-30-70

Ordination: 6-16-64

Ordination: 5-31-75
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

George and Betsy,
60 years later
George and Betsy Weigel would have marked their diamond
wedding anniversary on Nov. 12—“would have,” because my father died on Oct. 19, 2004, and my mother died, at age 95 1/2, this
past Oct. 25. I’ve no idea about the arrangements for anniversary
parties around the Throne of Grace. But if what we’re promised
there is the perfection of earthly goods, then a more-than-decent
vintage (a 1997 Barolo, perhaps) will likely be uncorked. In this
vale of tears, perhaps the best I can do for my late parents as I remember their diamond jubilee is to offer a wider readership a
glimpse into their lives through fragments of the tributes I offered
at their funeral Masses:
At the funeral Mass for George Shillow Weigel, Oct. 23, 2004:
“For the seven years I served as president of the Ethics and Public
Policy Center, I was privileged to have Admiral Bud Zumwalt, the
former Chief of Naval Operations, as my board chairman. Dad and
Bud were contemporaries, one a reserve naval officer who graduated from the University of Pennsylvania, the other an Annapolis
graduate, both of whom served America and the cause of freedom
in the Pacific. On one occasion I told Bud that Dad, who like others
of his generation spoke very little about his service, had once made
a mildly ironic comment about the wisdom of the United States
Navy, turning an economics major into a landing craft commander
rather than using him in supply or management or something for
which his education had prepared him. Bud laughed and said, ‘I bet
your father never told you that they screened those reserve officers
for qualities of leadership—and then assigned the leaders to command those landing craft.’
“Of course, Dad hadn’t told me that. His leadership was of a piece
with his other qualities: understated (which, given the personalities
of his sons, suggests that understatement is not genetically transmitted in the male line down the generations). … His volunteer
work, teaching reading to adult illiterates, or doing “Meals on
Wheels,” was understated; but he kept feeding the hungry until he
was unable to do so any longer. … His successful professional life
was understated; yet one of his colleagues told me that Dad, in addition to being a skilled manager, was a terrific salesman. I expect he
was that because people knew they could trust him.”
At the funeral Mass for Betsy Schmitz Weigel, Oct. 28, 2009:
“Five months after Mom was born, European civilization imploded in the First World War and the 20th century began in
earnest. Mom lived through that entire epoch—from the guns of
August 1914 through the collapse of Soviet communism in 1991—
and then lived for another decade and a half in the 21st century,
which as an epoch began in 1991, as the 20th century as an epoch
really began in 1914. Her life spanned nine pontificates and 16
presidencies, three world wars (counting the Cold War), an ecumenical council, the civil rights revolution, the contemporary
women’s movement, the Sixties, the pro-life movement, the
Revolution of 1989 (and) 9/11. … At her death, America had traveled as far, in time, from her birth as the country had traveled
from the first administration of President James Monroe to the
day Betsy Hebner Schmitz entered the world. …
“Mom was (my brother) John’s and my first evangelist: she taught
us our prayers, helped us learn the Baltimore Catechism, later
helped us memorize the Latin responses that enabled us to become
altar boys, (and) … drove us to serve the 6:45 a.m. Mass with jelly
sandwiches in our bookbags for breakfast afterwards. Her example
of prayer, and Dad’s, which was both profound and unobtrusive, left
its mark; so did their patience with occasionally rambunctious sons,
who later experienced the joys of raising teenagers themselves; and
so did the noble Baltimore German habit of offering sauerkraut with
the Thanksgiving turkey, a tradition which continues to the third
and fourth generation...”
George and Betsy, Dad and Mom: requiescant in pace.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Nov. 15: 33rd Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Daniel 12:1-3
• Psalm 16:5-11
• Hebrews 10:11-14, 18
• Mark 13:24-32
Overview: As we come to the
end of the Church year the readings, appropriately enough, call
to mind the doctrine of Last
Things. The book of Daniel was
written during a time a great national distress when the Greeks
occupied Israel in the second
century B.C. The basic message
of Daniel is how faithful Jews living under tyranny can triumph
over evil by trusting God and
staying true to the faith. The
first reading describes the final
contest between good and evil.
At the last judgment the righteous and the wicked will both
rise from the dead. Those who
were faithful to God will go to
heaven where they will “shine

brightly like the splendor of the
firmament” while those who opposed God will be condemned
to “everlasting horror and disgrace.” The second reading
compares the temple priests
with the high priesthood of
Christ. The former had to offer
repeated sacrifices that could
never take away sins while
Christ made one offering of himself destroying the tyranny of sin
forever. Having conquered evil
Christ now sits forever at the
right hand of God from whence
“he will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead.”
This week’s Gospel reading
comes from what is called the
“Little Apocalypse” of Mark. The
disciples would have immediately recognized the connection
to Daniel. At the end of time, at
a “day or hour no one knows,”
the Son of Man (Christ) will
come in glory with his angels to
gather the elect and take them
to heaven.
Key verse: “They will see ‘the
Son of Man coming in the
clouds’ with great power and
glory” (Mk 13:26).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “The Last Judgment
will come when Christ returns in

glory. Only the Father knows the
day and the hour; only he determines the moment of its coming. Then through his Son Jesus
Christ he will pronounce the
final word on all history. The
Last Judgment will reveal that
God’s justice triumphs over all
the injustices committed by his
creatures and that God’s love is
stronger than death” (No. 1040).
Pope Benedict XVI: “Just as
the congregation in the synagogue looked together toward
Jerusalem so in the Christian
liturgy the congregation looked
together ‘toward the Lord.’ They
did not close themselves into a
circle; they did not gaze at one
another, but as the pilgrim
People of God they set off for the
Oriens (East), for the Christ who
comes to meet us” (“Spirit of the
Liturgy”).
Application: At Mass we anticipate that day when Christ returns in glory as we “wait in joyful hope for the coming of our
savior Jesus Christ.” Though we
know not the day or hour, the
coming of the Son of Man in
glory gives us hope and courage
when the winds of opposition
howl against the Church.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Choosing love and life
Regarding “Choosing love over
unlove and courage over fear,”
Archbishop’s Column (Oct. 21
Denver Catholic Register).
Archbishop Chaput’s comments are commonly familiar to
those of us who have endured
medical professionals urging
further testing to determine
whether our unborn child
would have Down syndrome.
Our second oldest child was
born with Down syndrome. He
is now 17 years old and has been
such a joy. He is the most happy,
loving, caring young man you
could ever meet. He has a magnetic personality that warms
your heart. His intellectual capacity may not be that of a whiz
kid, but what he lacks in IQ he
has triple in love for all. I always

say there is a reason why he is
termed “special needs”—he is
my special gift from God that
needs to be loved.
When I became pregnant with
my third child I was advised by
my doctor to have an amniocentesis to determine whether I was
having another child with Down
syndrome. I informed my doctor
I would not risk miscarriage for
that. The risk to my child was
too high to take. All unborn children are gifts from God and we
cannot pick and choose what
kind of child we want or do not
want to have.
We now have five healthy,
beautiful children and would
not trade any one of them for
any other.
Joyce Madrid-Andrews
Denver

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than
250 words and should include
the writer’s name, address and
telephone number. We rely on
our readers to recognize that
the opinions expressed in letters
to the editor are those of the
author and are not necessarily
those of the Archdiocese of
Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation or libelous statements will
not be printed. Unsigned letters
will not be printed. Letters will
be edited. Send letters to: Editor,
Denver Catholic Register, 1300
S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210
or fax to 303-715-2045. E-mail
us at: editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Nov. 17-19: U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ general meeting, Baltimore, Md.

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Nov. 11: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Nov. 13: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Nov. 14: Mass, Mother of God Parish (4 p.m.)
Nov. 15: Mass, Mother of God Parish (7 a.m.)
Nov. 16-19: U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ general meeting, Baltimore, Md.

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Rev. Noé Carreón, appointed administrator pro-tem, Holy Rosary Parish, Denver, Colo., effective Nov. 9,
2009. This is in addition to his duties as pastor at Our Lady of Grace Parish.
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ASK AN APOLOGIST
Q: WHAT SOURCES CAN WE CITE TO DEMONSTRATE
THE PRIMACY OF THE BISHOP OF ROME AS THE
‘INFALLIBLE VICAR OF CHRIST’?
A: There is ample evidence in the New
as the bishop of Rome among the Church
Testament that Peter was first among the
Fathers: one of the most famous ones is
apostles. Whenever they were named,
from St. Augustine after his dealings with
Peter headed the list (Mt 10:1-4, Mk 3:16-19,
the Pelagian heresy. The disputing parties
Lk 6:14-16, Acts 1:13). Peter is
appealed to Rome to settle the
mentioned 158 times in the New
matter. In a sermon preached afTestament. The next most-menterward Augustine said of the
tioned apostle is St. John: 46
dispute, “Roma locuta est, causa
finita est,’”—“Rome has spoken.
times. Peter’s authority rests
The case is closed.” Historically,
not so much on the fact that he’s
Rome has always occupied a
the “rock” upon which Christ
place of primacy because the
built his Church, but because it
two pre-eminent apostles Peter
was to him, and him alone, that
JAMES
and Paul lived and died there. In
Christ entrusted the keys of the
CAVANAGH
kingdom. The “power of the
fact, their tombs can be visited
to this day. Even when the Imperial capital
keys” is where Peter derives his authority.
moved to Constantinople, Rome was still
In ancient times when a king would go on
the principal see.
long journey abroad he would appoint a
“prime minister” or “major-domo” to act in This week’s apologist is James Cavanagh,
his stead. The symbol of his authority were
director of Evangelization and Catechesis
“keys” (see Is 22:22). Furthermore, at the
for the Denver Archdiocese’s metro area
end of the Gospels of Luke and John, Peter and author of the Breaking Open the Word
is appointed by Christ to “strengthen his
Scripture reflection. Send your Ask an
brethren” and to be the chief shepherd to
Apologist question to: editor@archden.org
“feed the sheep.” There are numerous ator to Denver Catholic Register Editor, 1300
testations regarding the primacy of Peter
S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210.

Nuns
From Page 1

Cooking, cleaning, repairing the pontiff’s white cassock, creating beautiful
hand-embroidered vestments and calligraphy, and tending to sacristy work and the
monastery’s flower beds provided other
opportunities for manual labor.
The nuns agreed on one of the primary
challenges.
“Having to deal with two foreign languages at the same time,” declared Sister
Maria Gabriel. “Latin for the holy Mass and
the Divine Office and Italian for communication.”
Having two of the 23 nuns gone from the
Walburga Abbey meant difficulties for the
home community as well, noted Mother
Maria Michael Newe, the abbess.
“It was a special and unexpected gift to
be called to serve in Mater Ecclesiae in
loaning two of our sisters to help form a
contemplative Benedictine community
in the heart of the Church,” the abbess
said. “We all know that when ‘Peter’ calls it
is really God requesting our aid and who
would not want to do their best to answer
with a resounding yes?
“In this I must truly commend each
member of our community, for in sending
two sisters to Rome it meant that all those
at home had to take on the extra burden of
work to an already ample load of tasks that
keep the abbey running smoothly,” she
added. “There was never a word of complaint or unwillingness to help where
needed. I was in awe of the spirit with
which the sisters here at the abbey joined
themselves to the cause.”
Among the special blessings the two
Mater Ecclesiae nuns received was the
privilege of being at the Vatican and praying for the Church during the history-making events of John Paul II’s death and the
election of Benedict XVI.
They count among their joys the honor of
meeting with Pope Benedict five times: at

three Masses followed by private meetings,
and during a procession and a blessing.
“All of these encounters we treasure as
unique and grace-filled moments in our
five-year residence in Vatican City,” Sister
Ancilla said.
Although Sister Ancilla has been a contemplative for 37 years and Sister Maria
Gabriel for 19, they said the Mater
Ecclesiae experience enriched their faith
lives and gave them insight.
“This special prayer apostolate mission
made me realize even more and in a deeper
way the power of prayer,” said Sister Maria
Gabriel. “Being a late vocation, I believe it
was God’s means for emphasizing his message to me that he has the great plan for my
life’s journey and that he is always with me—
despite difficulties—as long as I keep a consistent connection with him.”
Sister Ancilla said she was surprised by a
revelation she had.
“There was a time during those five
years when the Vatican received a lot of
threats and security was high, it was a
scary time…what if a terrorist’s attack
struck Vatican City? Destroyed St. Peter’s?
Harmed the pope?” she recalled. “One day
it dawned on me like a flash: even if all or
any of these things would happen it would
not destroy the ‘Church’! Wherever the cardinals would gather to elect the successor
of Peter there would be the Church.
Wherever the People of God are, there is
the Church.
“I suppose this is what people who seek
to harm the Church do not understand:
the Church is God’s and it is awesome. The
idea really struck me. I would say that I return now, from this experience, with a
whole different understanding and concept of the Mystical Body of Christ, the
Church, with a greater love and respect, as
well as a deep attachment to the Vicar of
Christ, the Holy Father, and with a deeper
confirmation and greater commitment to
live out my own monastic vocation as a
Benedictine nun for the Church’s greater
good and for the glory of God.”

"Do not think that I have come to bring peace on earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to
set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and a
man's foes will be those of his own household. He who loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and he
who loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and he who does not take his cross and follow me is not
worthy of me. He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for my sake will find it." Matthew 10:34-39
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Bishops' agenda: life issues, missal, marriage
BY NANCY FRAZIER O’BRIEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON (CNS)—Life issues from the test tube to the
deathbed are on the agenda for the
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ fall general assembly.
The Nov. 16-19 meeting in
Baltimore also will include what
the bishops hope will be their final
consideration of action items related to the Roman Missal and debate and vote on a lengthy document offering support to married
couples and affirming that true
marriage can only involve a man
and a woman.
The meeting agenda also will
feature a preliminary report on the
causes and context study on clergy
sexual abuse of minors conducted
by the John Jay College of Criminal
Justice and a report by the National
Religious Vocation Conference on
a recent study of religious vocations.
The bishops will hear the final
presidential address by Cardinal
Francis E. George of Chicago, who
is beginning the third year of his
three-year term as USCCB president, and will choose chairmenelect for five committees.
A draft document prepared by
the Committee on Pro-Life
Activities looks at the issue of reproductive technologies, saying
that although the Catholic Church
shares the pain of married couples
facing “unanticipated childlessness,” some reproductive technologies “are not legitimate ways
to solve” infertility problems.
The 22-page document, “LifeGiving Love in an Age of
Technology,” is designed as a companion to the bishops’ 2006 statement, “Married Love and the Gift
of Life,” which urged Catholic couples to reject the use of artificial
contraception and to learn how
natural family planning can benefit the marital relationship.
Also up for debate by the bishops is a proposed revision to the

CNS PHOTO/MIKE CRUPI, CATHOLIC COURIER

CATHOLICS pray during a Mass in early August at St. Thomas the
Apostle Church in Irondequoit, N.Y. The U.S. bishops hope to conclude
their work on the English translation and U.S. adaptations of the
Roman Missal at their fall general meeting Nov. 16-19 in Baltimore.
directives that guide Catholic
heath-care facilities, which would
clarify that patients with chronic
conditions who are not imminently dying should receive food and
water by “medically assisted”
means if they cannot take them
normally.
“As a general rule, there is an obligation to provide patients with
food and water, including medically assisted nutrition and hydration for those who cannot take
food orally,” says the revised text of
the “Ethical and Religious
Directives for Catholic Health Care
Services” proposed by the U.S.
bishops’ Committee on Doctrine.
“This obligation extends to patients in chronic conditions (e.g.,
the ‘persistent vegetative state’)
who can reasonably be expected
to live indefinitely if given such
care,” the new text adds.
Deleted from the directives
would be a reference to “the necessary distinctions between questions already resolved by the magisterium and those requiring further reflection, as, for example, the
morality of withdrawing medically
assisted hydration and nutrition

from a person who is in the condition that is recognized by physicians as the ‘persistent vegetative
state.’”
With five votes on the English
translation and U.S. adaptations of
the Roman Missal, the bishops
hope to conclude nearly six years
of intense and sometimes contentious consultations. Each section of the missal must be approved by two-thirds of the
USCCB’s Latin-rite membership
and will then be sent to the Vatican
for “recognitio,” or confirmation.
While awaiting Vatican approval
of all sections of the missal, the
U.S. Church will begin “a process
of catechesis,” said Msgr. Anthony
Sherman, executive director of the
USCCB Office of Divine Worship,
“so that everyone is ready to move
along when we get the final text
from the Vatican.”
The final five units of the missal
are: the proper of saints, a collection of specific prayers to each
saint included in the universal
liturgical calendar; the commons,
a collection of general prayers for
celebrating other saints; the
Roman Missal supplement; the
U.S. propers; and U.S. adaptations
to the Roman Missal.
The 57-page proposed pastoral
letter on marriage is to be issued in
hopes of reversing what the bishops call “a disturbing trend” toward viewing marriage as “a mostly private matter” with personal
satisfaction as its only goal.
The letter, called “Marriage: Life
and Love in the Divine Plan,” is another component in the bishops’
National Pastoral Initiative for
Marriage, which began in
November 2004.
The letter cites four “fundamental challenges to the nature and
purpose of marriage”—contraception, same-sex unions, easy divorce and cohabitation.
Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of
Louisville, Ky., who chairs the bishops’ Ad Hoc Committee for the
Defense of Marriage, also will report on efforts to promote and
protect marriage as the exclusive
and permanent union between a
man and a woman.

S E N I O R S & C A R EG I V E R S l 7

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l NOVEMBER 11, 2009

SISTER
BERNADETTE
Casciano,
M.S.C., shown
above speaking
at the 2005
Cabrini Shrine
Gala, will step
down in
December as
administrator
of the famed
Golden pilgrimage site.
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Sister Bernadette Casciano
leaving Mother Cabrini Shrine
BY JULIE FILBY

She’s been the face and voice of Mother
Cabrini Shrine since February 1990. After
welcoming pilgrims to the shrine for
nearly 20 years, Sister Bernadette
Casciano, M.S.C., is moving on.
In December, the Missionary Sister of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus will resign as
administrator of the prominent landmark located on Lookout Mountain west
of Denver.
“The shrine is a place of beauty and I
will miss it,” Sister Casciano said. “I will
miss the friendliness of the people connected to the shrine and the pilgrims
who come.”
Through her leadership and commitment to the mission of St. Frances Xavier
“Mother” Cabrini, the shrine has flourished over the last 20 years. It is famous
for a spring discovered by Mother Cabrini
that is believed to have healing properties. The shrine—which attracts thousands of visitors each year—originally
served as a summer home for orphans.
“Sister Bernadette leaving the shrine is
bittersweet,” said JoAnn Seaman, development director for the shrine and longtime employee of Sister Casciano. “She
will be greatly missed by staff, volunteers
and benefactors. Her sense of humor and
warm personality brought many people
together to work for the good of the mission.”
As administrator, her duties included
developing a staff of team players that
worked together to practice hospitality,

FAREWELL RECEPTIONS
Where: Mother Cabrini Shrine in Golden
When: Nov. 15 after 7:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Masses
Open house: 2 p.m.-4 p.m. Nov. 15

which is key to their ministry—and carrying the legacy of St. Cabrini on to present
and future generations. Sister Casciano
was also responsible for the restoration of
the 22-foot-tall Sacred Heart statue that
was struck by lightning in 2007.
“The shrine is a place of prayer and pilgrimage, and the administrator is responsible for carrying out the mission of
bringing God to people and people to
God,” she said. “The administrator is also
a spiritual presence.”
World Youth Day 1993 was one of the
highlights of her years of service.
“World Youth Day brought so many
young people to the shrine to pray—it
was an amazing experience,” she said.
“Over the years it has been inspiring to
witness the shrine become a haven for so
many visitors and pilgrims.”
Grace Ann Casciano was born and
raised in Scranton, Pa. She took final
vows as a Cabrini Sister in 1965. She has
served as a teacher, principal and campus minister—as well as provincial administrator of the Missionary Sisters of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus for the Eastern

See Sister, Page 8
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Artist peddles show in second career
BY JOHN GLEASON

The character “Mario the
Peddler” is a self-described humorist and philosopher, someone who has lived a full life and
who wants to share his outlook.
In a one-hour stage performance using the magic of imagination, this purveyor of truth
shares his view on life and message of love with anyone who

wants to listen.
Mario is the brainchild of
speaker, playwright and actor
Tony Bottagaro, a former real estate developer now author and
performer who calls himself “a
social activist with a spiritual
perspective.” His goal is to share
the Gospel message of love, justice and peace.
A native of New York,
Bottagaro who now calls

Colorado his home, has had the
opportunity to speak with
members of Congress and religious leaders around the world,
including Pope John Paul II.
The inspiration for Mario and
the curbstone faith he shares
traces its origins to a retreat
Bottagaro participated in.
Recalling
the
experience,
Bottagaro said that at the conclusion of the retreat he had a
feeling come over him like nothing he had experienced before,
filling him with an urgency to
share the message of Christ’s
love through what he calls
“street sense spirituality.”
“It was like I was embedded
with oneness,” he told the
Denver Catholic Register, “a feeling of divine love.”
In 2006, Bottagaro wrote a historical novel called “The Poet,
The Count and The Peddler.” It’s
a story of a Sicilian immigrant
who arrives in the United States
in 1923. Throughout his life, the
man maintains a quest for justice, love and peace. In his later
years, he becomes a peddler traveling the city talking with people
and spreading the good news
using the trinkets he sells as
metaphors in telling his stories
“I chose fiction because it
gives people a sense of reality,”
he said. “There are so many
non-fiction books telling us how
to do this and do that; I figured
to take a different approach.”
In the novel, Mario is a guy
who is battered about by daily
struggles—some he has control
over, others he doesn’t. But he
never gives up in his quest for
love and peace. In the twilight
of his life he becomes a peddler,

Sister
From Page 7
Province in the United States.
Sister Casciano will take a year
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PLAYWRIGHT-ACTOR Tony Bottagaro spreads the “good news” in
one-man show “Mario the Peddler.”
which is the part of the book
that the stage show is based on.
“I keep it low key,” Bottagaro
said about the spiritual message
the peddler shares. “There is no
pounding the pulpit or anything
that would remind you of (the
fictional con man evangelist)
Elmer Gantry. It’s a simple message that what people are doing
to others, they’re doing to themselves.”
The most recent performance
of “Mario the Peddler” was held
last month at the Rialto Theater
in Loveland to raise money for

Angel House, a nonprofit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet. Most
of the shows Bottagaro does are
for charities.
“The message of Christ is
love,” Bottagaro said. “It’s not
theory, it does work and we
need to trust it everyday. If people come away with the hope
that they can become who they
truly are, then I’ll be a happy
camper.”
For more information, visit
online at www.mariothepeddler.
com.

sabbatical, and some well-deserved time for “R&R” when she
leaves the shrine. She will continue to serve the governance
structure of her province as a
board of trustee at West Park

and an advisory board member
of Cabrini Retreat Center in Des
Plaines, Ill. Her sabbatical will
also include time in retreat discerning the ministerial needs of
the province.
She is a member of the
National Catholic Development
Conference,
National
Association of Shrines and
Pilgrimage Apostolate, Lariat
Loop Alliance and CARE. Her
hobbies include reading, swimming and travel.
A search is being conducted
for Sister Casciano’s replacement, and a new administrator
is expected to be announced
later this month.
At 7:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Masses on Nov. 15, all are invited
to Mother Cabrini Shrine, 20189
Cabrini Blvd. in Golden to bid
farewell to Sister Casciano in
conjunction with the celebration of the feast of St. Cabrini.
Following both Masses, there
will be receptions honoring
Sister Casciano. There will also
be an open house from 2 p.m.-4
p.m. at the shrine. These events
are open to the public.
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Display makes history come alive
BY JOHN GLEASON

On Oct. 9, J.K. Mullen High School hosted
a celebration to honor veterans and active
military personnel.
The day consisted of students taking a
tour of a mobile war exhibit brought in by
the Rocky Mountain Chapter of the Vietnam
Helicopter Pilots Association; attending a
talk in which they heard veterans tell their
stories of time in the military as well as comments from the widow of a Mullen alumnus
who was killed in Vietnam. The day concluded with formal recognition of veterans
at that night’s football game.
Katie Caulson teaches a class at Mullen
called Recent American History which covers the time period from World War II up to
the present day. Much of the class deals with
the Vietnam War and this year, students
were instructed to interview veterans.
“They could interview a family member
or they could choose a Mullen alumnus,”
she told the Denver Catholic Register. “They
wrote a paper and created a poster representing that veteran. The posters were then
displayed throughout the school. Then we
invited veterans in to share their stories. The
students heard all about being in the military—everything from the political climate
of the time to what it was like to be drafted.”
Sandee Swanson, widow of 1960 Mullen
graduate Jon Swanson, was also on hand to
tell students her story. Her husband Jon was
an Army helicopter pilot who was shot down
in Vietnam in 1971. His remains were not returned until 2002 when he was buried at
Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia.
That same year, he was posthumously
awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor
by President George W. Bush.
“The students wanted to know about
what I went through,” Swanson said. “From
the time Jon was reported as missing in action to his being nominated for the Medal of
Honor to finally having his remains returned
home. I really hope that my story, and the
others they heard, will stay with them and

PHOTO PROVIDED

STUDENTS view exhibits of the Vietnam
Helicopter Pilots Association mobile museum at J.K. Mullen High School Oct. 9.
that it will have an impact on their lives.”
Among those students who attended that
talk was 17-year-old Cole Gilmore. The senior told the Register that he was overwhelmed with some of what he heard.
“Hearing the stories of how these men
and women served really opened my eyes,”
he said. “I try to imagine these people 40
years ago when they were about my age
going around the world to fight in a war. It
isn’t easy to grasp at first but then it becomes
a kind of living history. And when I think
about Captain Swanson not just as a military
pilot, but as one who went to my school, it
really brings the story home.”
The Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association
is a group dedicated to the estimated 40,000
pilots who served in Southeast Asia. Their
mobile museum contains information, artifacts and displays pertaining to the Vietnam
War. Lauri Echer, director of special events
at Mullen, said the students were impressed
with what they saw.
“There were all kinds of things,” she said,
“maps and flying manuals, pictures of the
different types of helicopters flown in

See Veterans, Page 12
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Tridentine Latin Mass: at Holy Family
Church, 4380 Utica St., Denver.
Every Sunday: 11 a.m.
Mass to Honor Veterans: at St.
Bernadette Church, 7420 W. 12th Ave.,
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Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Lakewood. Reception with entertainment and refreshments to follow.
Nov. 13: 8:30 a.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at All Souls
Church, 4950 S. Logan St., Denver, led
by Deacon Martin Wager.
Nov. 19: 7 p.m.
Year for Priests: prayer vigil at
Planned Parenthood Clinic, 7155 E.
38th Ave., Denver, to follow Mass at
St. James Church, 1311 Oneida St.,
Denver. Call 303-715-3205 for details.
Dec. 5: Mass 8:15 a.m.
Vigil 9 a.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Presentation of Our Lady School: in
Denver is taking holiday wreath orders. Delivery guaranteed first week
of December. For more information
e-mail phiggins@iidinc.com.
Seeds of Hope: presents Evening of
Hope at Grand Hyatt Denver, 1750
Welton St., Denver. Dinner, auction and
featured speaker will be Matthew
Kelly. Call 303-715-3186 for cost and
registration.
Nov. 13: 6 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Boutique and Bake Sale: sponsored by
Altar and Rosary Society at St. Francis
de Sales Church, 324 Sherman St.,
Denver. Holiday gifts, jewelry, baked
goods and raffle.
Nov. 14: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Nov. 15: 9 a.m. - noon
Farewell Receptions: and open house
to honor Sister Bernadette Casciano,
M.S.C., for her years of dedicated
work. Receptions to follow Masses at
Mother Cabrini Shrine, 20189 Cabrini
Blvd., Golden.
Nov. 15:
Masses at 7:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Open House from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Arts and Crafts Sale: at Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, 2361
E. 78th Ave., Denver. Sponsored by
the Knights of Columbus Ladies
Auxiliary Council 3268.
Nov. 14: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Nov. 15: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Craft and Wares Fair: sponsored by St.
Joseph Youth Group will be held at the
church, 969 Ulysses St., Golden.
Crafts, products and Christmas items
for sale. Call 720-810-5925.
Nov. 17 - 18: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Annual Fundraiser: to benefit Little
Sisters of the Poor will be held at
3629 W. 29th Ave., Denver. Handcrafted decorations, candy and baked
goods for sale.
Nov. 20: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Nov. 21: 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Shop for Christmas Early: at the 28th
annual Craft Fair at St. Rose of Lima
Church, 355 Navajo St., Denver.
Nov. 21: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Nov. 22: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Something for Everyone: at Our Lady
of Mount Carmel Church Craft Fair
3549 Navajo St., Denver.
Nov. 21: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Nov. 22: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Ten Commandment Hike: for all adults
and youths involved in scouting, sponsored by Catholic Committee on
Scouting. Cost $5 per person. Call
303-438-8380 for time and location
details.
Nov. 21
Annual Book and Bake Sale: at
Immaculate Conception Church, 715
Cabrini Drive, Lafayette. Come find
the perfect gift for Christmas. Call
303-665-5103 for details.
Nov. 21: 10 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Nov. 22: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Annual Performance: of Charles
Gounod’s St. Cecilia Mass will be held
at Holy Ghost Church, 1900 California
St., Denver. Included will be works of
Gustav Holst and Franz Schubert. Call
303-295-1556 for more information.
Nov. 22: 10 a.m.

RETREAT/SEMINARS
EnCOURAGE: a spiritual support group
for parents of children with homosexual tendencies. Call Father Dan
Norick, 720-434-2638.
Ignatian Silent Retreat: at St. Malo
Retreat Center in Allenspark, Colo.
Spiritual exercises preached by Father
Javier O’Connor, D.C.J.M. Call 720283-4737 for details.
Nov. 13 - 15
Kairos Outside: spiritual weekend for
women who have loved ones who are

incarcerated to be held at Ponderosa
Retreat Center in Larkspur, Colo. Call
303-518-0550 for more information.
Nov. 13 - 15
St. Joseph Chapter: of Lay Carmelites
meet every second Saturday at Holy
Family Parish, 4377 Utica St., Denver.
Call for more information 303-427-7931.
Nov. 14: 1 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.
Public Invited: to lecture by Fran
Maier on “The Church and Totalitarian
Democracy” at Eaton Humanities
Room 150, 1610 Pleasant St. in
Boulder. Call 720-564-1111 for details.
Nov. 16: 7 p.m.
Remandation Workshop: for
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion at St. Thomas More
Church, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. Call 303-770-1155 details.
Nov. 16: 6:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Silence and Action Retreat: led by
Sodalits of the Sodalitium Christianae
Vitae at St. Malo Retreat Center,
Allenspark, Colo. Call 303-715-3223.
Nov. 17 - 19
Singles Retreat: presented by
Archdiocesan Catholic Singles
Association at Church of the Risen
Christ, 3060 S. Monaco St., Denver.
Speaker will be Msgr. Kenneth Leone.
Cost is $5. Social hour followed by retreat and Mass. Call 303-517-4629 to
reserve your space.
Nov. 21: 12:30 p.m - 5 p.m.
Make Plans Now: for 2010 Living the
Catholic Faith Conference. Call 303715-3260 for more information.
Feb. 26 - 27
Save the Date: for Rocky Mountain
Catholic Men’s Conference at Holy
Apostles Church 4925 Carefree Circle
North, Colorado Springs. Call 303-7153160 for more information.
March 20, 2010
COURAGE: support for men and
women who have homosexual tendencies and desire to live a chaste
Christian life. Call Father Dan Norick,
720-434-2638.

PILGRIMAGES
Pilgrimage to Holy Land: with Father
Tomas Fraile. For more information on
this 14-day excursion, call 303-4801082.
Apr. 8 - 21, 2010
Holy Land Pilgrimage Tour: with
Father Ron Weissbeck. 14-day tour to
Jordan, Israel and Egypt. Call 970353-7500 for more information on this
tour.
May 4 - 17, 2010
Visit Austria and Germany: including a
stop in the home town of Pope
Benedict XVI during this 11-day pilgrimage led by Father Gabriel Weber,
O.S.M. Call 303-455-0447.
May 31 - June 10, 2010
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Catholic school students engage in faith studies, sports and service
BY THE DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Saints tribute
Eighth-grade students at Christ
the King School in Denver
dressed up as saints Nov. 4 for a
special Mass at the Church celebrated by Father Daniel Leonard,
the pastor. The students, who are
preparing for the sacrament of
confirmation next February, wore
costumes and read information
booklets of facts they had compiled about their chosen patrons.

Community service
In September, students and
parents from Sts. Peter and Paul
School in Wheat Ridge participated in the Dragons on the Move
community service program.
The program is the school’s way
to help service the needs of the
elderly and disabled in the area
by doing chores and general
cleanup such as raking leaves,
sweeping driveways and removing trash and dead branches from
yards. The teams of volunteers
were assigned from a predeter-
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FATHER DANIEL Leonard holds a microphone for Christ the King
School students dressed as and talking about their patron saints.
mined list of needy community special “BooVille” on Oct. 27 in
members.
the Spirit Center on the Mullen
campus. The event was a benefit
Mullen High School students
for students who attend Alice
raise money for homeless
Terry Elementary School, a faciliMore than 100 students of J.K. ty which calculates that as much
Mullen High School organized a as 15 percent of its student population is homeless. More than 300
students and their families were
invited to the celebration, which
consisted of carnival games, trick
or treating and visit to a pumpkin
patch.

Elementary school students
square off in sports benefit
Parents, alumni, teachers and
students packed the gymnasium
at St. Louis School in Englewood
on Oct. 25 to cheer players on in
the “For the Love of the Game”
basketball kickoff. The event is a
fundraiser to benefit the Ted
Tholen Memorial Fund. Tholen
was athletic director at St. Louis
from 1985-2005. The fund supports the St. Louis/St. Bernadette
Widget Basketball League. The
afternoon saw both varsity and
junior varsity teams compete
against one another and in a freethrow competition against
Principal Pattie Hagen. Students
won the right for a free dress day
at school on Nov. 3.

Veterans
From Page 9
Vietnam. There was a flight suit and
helmet on display and one pilot
donated all the letters he received
from home during his tour. We
kept it open all afternoon so the entire student body had the chance to
view it.”
Caulson was pleased with the
day’s events, both for the chance to
honor veterans but also to expose
her students to a different way of
looking at history. She told the
Register her desire is that her students get more than simple book
learning.
“It’s such a benefit for students to
hear stories like this close up,” she
said. “Sandee Swanson and all the
veterans who came to the school to
be part of this day do so much for
these kids. It reinforces why we
honor our veterans.”

