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Honoring the dead
BY JULIE FILBY
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ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN

This week Catholics honored
the deceased in back-to-back feast
days: All Saints Day on Nov. 1 and
All Souls Day on Nov. 2.
Every year on All Saints Day, a
holy day of obligation, the faithful
pay tribute to canonized saints of
the Church and ask for their intercession. Saints are believed to be in
full communion with God—in
other words, they’re believed to already be in heaven based on
“heroic virtue” and “fidelity to
God’s grace” during their life on
earth (“Catechism of the Catholic
Church,” No. 828).

All Souls Day
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now it needs
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PAGE 2

On All Souls Day, Catholics pray
for souls in purgatory—those who
haven’t made it to heaven yet.
While not a holy day of obligation,
the faithful are encouraged to attend Mass to pray for loved ones,
especially those who died in the
last year.
The Church devotes the entire
month of November to pray for
souls in purgatory. Praying for the
dead is a Christian obligation—a
great act of charity believed to help
souls enter into the fullness of
heaven more quickly.
Each year to honor deceased
friends and family members, students of St. Louis School in
Louisville present a “Book of the
Dead” to the parish during the offertory on the feast of All Souls.
According to Principal Karen
Herlihy the book consists of a list,
and drawings by students, of deceased loved ones. It remains in
the church for the month of

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

A BEAUTIFULLY landscaped grave at Mount Olivet Cemetery in Wheat Ridge. All Souls Day, the commemoration of all the faithful who have departed, was observed Nov. 2. Although the liturgical celebration was Nov. 2, in the Western Catholic Church the entire month of November is associated with prayer
for the departed and lists of names of those to be remembered are placed on the altar on which the
sacrifice of the Mass is offered.
November for parishioners to add
names of friends and family who
have died.
“During prayer intentions at
Mass, we pray for those in the
book,” Herlihy said. “It’s a great tradition the school has passed on to
the parish.”

Day of the Dead
El Dia de los Muertos, which

CATHOLIC EDUCATION

translates to Day of the Dead, begins on All Saints Day and continues through All Souls Day. The holiday has its roots in Latin America
and indigenous regions including
Mexico, Guatemala, Peru, Bolivia
and Ecuador.
Based on large-scale migration
of Latin Americans both to and
within the United States over the
past 20 years, it has been celebrat-

ed increasingly across the country.
A 2008 study estimated that 52
percent of Catholics in the Denver
Archdiocese are Hispanic.
“It’s observed in every state—
even non-Latinos are getting into
it,” according to Regina Marchi,
Ph.D., assistant professor of journalism and media studies at

See Feast, Page 8

THE SAINTS: ST. CHARLES BORROMEO
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1538 - 1584 / Feast - Nov. 4
Though not yet a priest, at age 22 this wellconnected Italian was made a cardinal and appointed administra-tor of the Archdiocese of
Milan by his uncle, Pope Pius IV. He took part in
the final sessions of the Council of Trent, which
mobilized the Counter-Reformation. Ordained a
priest and bishop in 1563, he was installed as
archbishop of Milan in 1564. An uncompromising and unpopular reformer who suffered from a speech impediment, he was an impor© 2002 CNS
tant figure in the Catholic Reformation.
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A promise was made;
now it needs to be kept
Eight weeks ago President Obama promised a joint session of
Congress that “his” health-care plan would not include or provide public monies for abortion. This seemed persuasive because it made sense. As polling has shown, most Americans do
not want abortion or its
funding included in any
publicly supported health
ACTION ALERT
plan.
The president’s support
Vital background information on
for a federal “right” to aborthe
current health-care debate
tion is a matter of record.
can be found at
Like it or not, voters can aswww.usccb.org/healthcare and
sume that he’ll appoint
www.archden.org.
judges who share that view.
Therefore, the main conTo send a pre-written, instant ecern of his “pro-choice”
mail message to Congress go to
constituency is safe under
www.usccb.org/action.
his leadership. This is bad
To call the U.S. Capitol switchnews for the rest of us, but it
board dial 202-224-3121.
does give the White House
Full contact information for legisroom to compromise.
lators can be found on members’
Excluding abortion funding
Web sites at www.house.gov and
from the president’s healthwww.senate.gov.
care efforts—I mean really
excluding it and not sneaking it in under the cover of
some bureaucratic shell game—would be an easy concession
for Congress and the White House to make. It’s a modest price
to pay for Catholic and similar pro-life support, or at least their
neutrality. It might also put some meat on the bones of
Washington’s talk about “common ground.”
Eight weeks later, there is no “president’s” plan. Instead, as of
Nov. 1, Congress has produced five different proposals, including a merged House version totaling nearly 2,000 pages of complex and sweeping legislation. Few citizens have actually read
the text. Even fewer really understand its implications. But all
of the proposals have one thing in common: Not one of them
lives up to the president’s promise.
Let’s remember that America’s Catholic bishops have pushed
for national health-care reform for decades, long before our
mass media discovered it as a theme. The Church regards access to basic health-care services as a right, not a privilege. But
to be legitimate, reform efforts need to respect the dignity of
the whole human person from conception to natural death.
That includes the unborn child, the immigrant and the elderly.
Genuine reform also demands strong protections for the conscience rights of medical professionals and institutions. And it
also requires that our ideals rest on a foundation of sound reasoning. In other words, real reform must be economically realistic and financially sustainable.
Since August, the U.S. bishops and their staff have worked
tirelessly with members of Congress and the White House staff,
trying to craft mutually acceptable health-care legislation. The
Church in the United States wants to find the common ground
that would enable Catholics to support Congress and the White
House in ensuring access to basic health services for all our
people. But every effort by concerned members of Congress to
ensure morally acceptable legislation—despite the outstanding
leadership of Democratic Rep. Bart Stupak—has been rebuffed,
often with the kind of political doubletalk that seems deliberately designed to confuse.
Here’s the result. On Oct. 28, Chicago’s Cardinal Francis
George and other leaders of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB) announced that all efforts to adequately revise current health-care proposals have failed. In other words,
not one of the current legislative proposals offers legitimate

See Health care, Page 10

Local Catholic schools lauded,
get national accreditation
BY JOHN GLEASON

The Archdiocese of Denver
Catholic Schools system received national accreditation in
an oral report from AdvancEd
on Oct. 28.
AdvancEd is the parent organization for North Central
Association Commission on
Accreditation
and
School
Improvement.
In the report, the Office of
Catholic Schools was lauded for
its cultivation of Catholic identity—the wide sense of pride in
the Catholic character of archdiocesan schools and how it
builds a community of faith,
strengthening families and promoting service.
The report also praised the
leadership
of
Archbishop
Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.,
Superintendant
Richard
Thompson,
Associate
Superintendent Sister Elizabeth
Youngs, S.C.L., and school administrators, and the collaborative culture based on Catholic
principles and values that promote excellence on every level.
Eddie Krenson, vice president
of the non-public school division of AdvancEd and chairman
of the Quality Assurance Review
Team,
congratulated
the
Archdiocese of Denver for becoming just the eighth U.S. diocese to achieve this unique
honor.
“We’ve seen consistent recommendations being made in
the areas of marketing and
funding for Catholic dioceses
nationwide,” he said. “What we
have not seen is a system that
has been as proactive, research
driven and successful in implementing strategies and inter-

ventions in these areas until
now. The work done by the
Archdiocese of Denver should
serve as an inspirational model
for other systems who are confronting the challenge of sustainability in these difficult economic times.”
The report suggested the
Office of Catholic Schools implement a communications
strategy; provide schools with
resources and assessment
strategies; and replicate the
branding research study, which
could provide information
about the ongoing success of
the branding initiative.
The report was the culmination of an initial district accreditation process, which will be
conducted every five years in
order for the school system to
remain accredited. During the
process, the Office of Catholic
Schools takes a look at what it’s
doing, making sure that the
schools are meeting accepted
standards, engaging in continuous improvement and demonstrating quality assurance.
Thompson told the Denver
Catholic Register that the
process is an ongoing journey to
self-improvement.
“It mirrors our brand platform
and call to action,” he said,
“which is ‘Catholic Schools—
Take Another Look.’”
Thompson
said
the
Archdiocese of Denver Catholic
Schools system is one of the few
dioceses in the country that is
doing a district-wide accreditation rather than individual
school accreditation.
“We do that because our centralized office is dealing with
curriculum, policy guidelines
and other services we provide,”

he said. “Our community is
knitted together by a central office even though the schools are
run individually and have individual mission statements they
are part of the Archdiocese of
Denver
Catholic
Schools
brand.”
The accreditation process begins with a survey sent to education stakeholders, teachers, students, parents, pastors and office staff. The answers are
processed and collated, noting
strengths and weaknesses, and
are passed on to the Quality
Assurance Review Team, a group
of 10 Catholic educational professionals from across the country.
“This group comes to town
and conducts their own set of
interviews,” Thompson said.
“They visit schools—a crosssection of inner-city, suburban
and rural so as to assure geographic diversity—and talk with
students, parents, teachers, and
a variety of other stakeholders.
The archbishop is interviewed
as are pastors, and school office
administration and chancery
personnel. I also present a superintendent’s report.”
At the conclusion of the interviews, the review team presents
its findings to school officials. A
more complete written report
will follow.
Thompson said the review
and recommendations will help
the Office of Catholic Schools to
set goals for improvement as
well as acknowledge and celebrate the things it is doing well.
AdvancEd provides services
and accreditation to 23,000 public and private schools and 4,500
school districts in 30 states and
65 countries.

Catholic schools enjoy awards, supplies and new technology
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Throughout the year, many
events take place at the Catholic
schools
of
the
Denver
Archdiocese, commemorating
events and honoring the work of
students and teachers in the
classroom and the community.
Read about some of those happenings below.

Arrupe Students win at
convention
Students from Arrupe Jesuit
High School in northwest Denver
participated in the Youth
Entrepreneurial
Biz-Fest
Competition sponsored by the
U.S. Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce at its annual convention, which was held in September
in Denver. The students took part

in business and leadership development curriculum and learned
how to turn hobbies into business
ventures. Finalists were then selected to present their business
plans to a panel of judges. Three
Arrupe students were selected as
winners: Junior Brianna Apodaca
for a plan of training business to
support the hospitality industry,

See Schools, Page 16
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A Priest’s Chalice: Judicial vicar’s chalice is more than a century old
I was the first transitional dea- the crypt church at Holy Ghost.
We went there every
con assigned to Holy
day and he would
Ghost
Church
in
teach me how to offer
Denver. I spent that
the Sacrifice of the
year (1975-76) finishing
Mass using this chalice
up my diaconal studies
(see inset photo).
and assisting as deacon
This chalice was
at Holy Ghost.
originally given to
One of the priests
Father Weinert by
there, Father Jerome
Weinert (he was origi- FATHER JAMES Msgr. John Mulroy who
nally from Cincinnati MORENO, J.C.D. was one of the pastors
at Holy Ghost. Msgr.
and was a good friend
of Archbishop Urban Vehr) Mulroy received it from one of
taught me how to say Mass in his priest friends in Cincinnati.

Father
Adalberto
DeGante, a
priest of the
Denver
Archdiocese,
died the
evening of
Saturday,
FATHER
Oct. 31. A
Very Rev. James Moreno,
ADALBERTO
funeral was
J.C.D., is judicial vicar of the
DEGANTE
held on Nov.
Denver Archdiocese and
pastor of Holy Family 2 in Puebla, Mexico. An obituary
will run in next week’s Denver
Church in Denver.
Catholic Register.

my first Mass.
The chalice is gothic in
style. Msgr. Mulroy’s
mother had a ring of lapis
azure and the lapis azure
was made into a cross that is
on the center of the chalice
base. The chalice is gold.

The chalice was manufactured in 1889, so it is 120
years old and has a long
history. I’m sure there were
many holy and good priests
who celebrated the holy
Eucharist with it. I’m very
proud to use it. I use this
chalice for my daily Masses
even though I received another chalice after my ordination. I received this
chalice from Father
Weinert because I
didn’t have one for

The mystery of the priesthood: men sealed for the sacred
ing Christ on earth.
It is the deeply moving gift of
When someone goes to confes- being able to speak with Jesus’
sion behind a screen for confi- own “I” and to thus be able to say,
dentiality (as they may also go “I absolve you from your sins”
face to face) and tells their sins to and “This is my Body.” When a
a priest whose face cannot be priest pronounces these words, it
seen and who they may
is a mere man who says
not know, something exthem, but it is God himtraordinary happens.
self who makes them
The priest who hears of
efficacious.
this sin committed
An
impenetrable
against another person
mystery: Christ speaks
says, “I absolve you from
through the priest. It is
your sins.”
He who becomes presWhy? Who should be
ent in the bread. It is He
forgiving the sinner but
who pardons. It is He
FATHER
the one against whom DANIEL CARDÓ who
heals.
Christ
the sin has been comspeaks
and
acts
mitted? And moreover, what right through the person of the priest.
or power does this priest have to Christ is truly among us in the
wash away the guilt of an offense voice, the hands and the life of
committed by another person?
the priest.
This mystery is constantly ocThat is what makes the priest
curring within the Church. Men different from any other person.
with weaknesses of their own It isn’t that he is necessarily betgive strength to the broken. ter, nor holier. It isn’t because he
Fragile men forgive the sins of is stronger or more worthy. What
others.
distinguishes him is that he has
What’s more, sinners bring God been elected to be another Christ
to the world on the altar.
and has been consecrated to that
This is the great mystery of the calling.
priesthood. It is the unmerited
Through the sacrament of holy
gift of being able to do that orders, the priest receives the
which one could never have anointing of the Holy Spirit,
done with one’s own efforts. It is which causes a most profound
the impressive gift of represent- change in his very being. In his

ly urgent: a good priest is a holy
priest. At the heart of this holiness is the particular vocation to
friendship with Jesus.
In his last homily before being
elected pope, then-Cardinal
Joseph Ratzinger spoke some
touching words about this call:
“Truly, the love and friendship of
God was given to us so that it
might also be shared with others.
We have received the faith to give
it to others—we are priests in
order to serve others. … He reveals
his face and his heart to us. He
shows us the tenderness he feels
for us, his passionate love that
goes even as far as the folly of the
cross. He entrusts himself to us, he
gives us the power to speak with
his ‘I.’ He entrusts his Body, the
Church, to us. He made us his
friends—and how do we respond?”
During ordination, after the
bishop has anointed the hands
of the new priest and the newly
ordained is vested with the outward signs of his new office—the
stole and chasuble—the bishop
presents a chalice and paten to
the new cleric. The newly ordained receives them while on
his knees, and he hears the bishop say: “Know what you are
doing, imitate the mystery you
celebrate—model your life on

nature, he is the same. But by
grace, he is not the same, for he
has been configured to the
Christ-head and, therefore, truly
acts in the person of Christ. This
is how he can say to someone
who has sinned against another,
“I absolve you.” It isn’t because he
has the power to do so, nor because he was the one offended.
Rather, the priest is able to say
such words because it is Christ
who speaks with his voice.
All the people of God participate in the universal priesthood,
having been consecrated to it in
baptism so that they can offer
their lives to God by living faith,
hope and charity. Within this universal vocation, however, the
priestly vocation is a gift that
bishops and presbyters receive.
The difference between these
two vocations is an essential one,
and it is not one of degree. This
important difference is a sacrament whose mark cannot be
erased because the man who is
ordained becomes “a priest forever.”
The prayer with which a bishop
consecrates a priest specifically
asks that the man’s heart be renewed with a “spirit of holiness.”
Every member of the Church is
called to be a saint. But for the
priest, this vocation is particular-

the mystery of the Lord’s cross.”
The priestly vocation is a mystery: the priest is a man like any
other but sealed for the sacred.
His path of fidelity and holiness is
marked by that exhortation,
which he ought to remember all
of his days as though for the first
time: “Know what you are doing.”
The priest must always be aware
of what happens when he pronounces some simple yet profound words and makes a few
gestures. He must be conscious
of the fact that God comes to us
whenever he asks. He ought to
marvel that he, poor and unworthy, is capable of so much because God works through him.
This is what makes the priest
different. This is what should
make him call out to God daily,
full of gratitude and humility, as
did that rural priest in Georges
Bernanos’ famed 1937 novel,
“The Diary of a Country Priest.”
There the priest, after becoming
conscious of having been the instrument by which God reconciled someone who had been far
from him, declared, “Oh, miracle—thus to be able to give what
we ourselves do not possess,
sweet miracle of our empty
hands.”
Father Daniel Cardó is a member of the Sodalitium Christianae
Vitae and is chaplain at St. Malo
Retreat Center in Allenspark, Colo.

B

BY FATHER DANIEL CARDÓ

DEATH NOTICE

‘YEAR FOR PRIESTS’ DAILY PRAYER CALENDAR
Prayer calendar and other resources can be found at www.archden.org/yearforpriests

Please pray for the following priests on the indicated days,
in honor of the Year for Priests:
WEDNESDAY

4

NOV.

FR. JAVIER
O'CONNOR
Ordination: 12-15-90

THURSDAY

5
ALL PRIESTS,
LIVING AND
DECEASED, WHO
HAVE SERVED
WITHIN THE
ARCHDIOCESE
OF DENVER

FRIDAY

6

FR. GREGOIRE
CIEUTAT
Ordination: 8-4-06

If interested in sponsoring the Year for Priests daily prayer calendar, please send
an e-mail with contact information to chad.andrzejewski@archden.org

SATURDAY

7

VOCATIONS TO
THE PRIESTHOOD

SUNDAY

8

MONDAY

9

TUESDAY

10

FR. JEFFREY
WILBORN

FR. JEROME
ROHR

FR. JOHN
CANJAR

Ordination: 7-1-00

Ordination: 6-4-94

Ordination: 6-4-49
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BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD

THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Nancy Pelosi and
the claims of conscience
On Sept. 28, a bipartisan group of 187 members of the U.S. House
of Representatives, led by Michigan Democrat Bart Stupak and
Pennsylvania Republican Joe Pitts, sent a letter to House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi and Rules Committee Chair Louise Slaughter. The key
paragraphs follow:
“Proposed health-reform legislation, H.R. 3200 … radically departs from the current federal government policy of not paying for
elective abortion or subsidizing plans that cover abortion. None of
the bills reported out of the three committees of jurisdiction have
addressed our serious concerns about public funding for abortion.
The version that was approved by the House Energy and Commerce
Committee, containing the Capps Amendment, actually explicitly
authorizes the federal government (the Department of Health and
Human Services) to directly fund elective abortions, with federal
(public) funds drawn on a federal Treasury account. Widely circulated claims that these would be ‘private’ funds are misleading; they
are contrary to law and the until-now universal understanding of
what constitutes federal funds. The simple fact is that under the
Capps language, the U.S. Treasury will be permitted to issue checks
to abortion clinics to reimburse for abortion on demand for the first
time in decades.
“The bill also explicitly provides for government subsidies to pay
the premiums for private insurance policies that include elective
abortion coverage. This, too, is a drastic break from longstanding federal policy. The Hyde Amendment has, for over 30 years, prevented
programs funded by the annual Health and Human Services
Appropriations bill from financing abortion. However, H.R. 3200 bypasses the annual appropriations bills and directly appropriates
funding for both the public options and the affordability credits. This
means the Hyde amendment will not apply to the public option or
to the premium subsidy program created by H.R. 3200. In two
memos … the Congressional Research Services has confirmed that
these programs will not require any future appropriations. In addition, legislation of this magnitude should include permanent language to ensure that federal funds are not used to support abortion.”
The 187 members then requested the Speaker and the Rules
Committee Chair to permit a clean vote, up or down, on the StupakPitts amendment, which would bar all federal funding for abortion.
As of late October, Pelosi, who has cut stalwart pro-life Democrats
and Republicans out of the negotiations to determine the content of
the health-care reform bill that the entire House is to consider, had
persistently and obstinately refused that request.
This is an outrage in terms of the comity and collegiality of the
House: the Speaker is using the considerable powers of her office to
coerce the consciences of her fellow members. The outrage is compounded by the fact that Nancy Pelosi regularly describes herself as
an “ardent” Catholic formed by the Church’s social justice traditions.
An “ardent Catholic” won’t permit fellow Members of Congress from
across the political and religious spectrum an open, clean, up-ordown vote on federal funding for abortion? Where is the social justice in this?
And where is the president who promised at Notre Dame to seek
“common ground” on abortion? Has he called Speaker Pelosi to urge
an open vote on the Stupak-Pitts amendment? Or do both Speaker
Pelosi and President Obama fear that they would lose any such vote,
further aggravating their base on the lifestyle left? Do Nancy Pelosi
and Barack Obama care more about the rage of pro-abortion activists than they do about the consciences of the Members of the
House—and the conscience of the American people?
The period between Halloween and Christmas will likely tell the
tale on health-care reform. The moment to act is now. It will be a
dark day in the history of Catholicism in America if the Speaker of
the House of Representatives, an “ardently” Catholic woman
formed by 16 years of Catholic education, willfully blocks an open
vote by the people’s duly elected representatives on federal funding
of abortion. Write your member of Congress, urging him or her to
support a rule allowing an open, clean, up-or-down vote on the
Stupak-Pitts amendment. Write Speaker Pelosi, urging her to let her
House colleagues vote their consciences on this grave matter.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Nov. 8: 32nd Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• 1 Kings 17:10-16
• Psalm 146:7-10
• Hebrews 9:24-28
• Mark 12:38-44
Overview: Giving our all. 1
Kings 17 introduces the prophet
Elijah. His name means “The Lord
(jah=Yahweh) is God (El)”. Elijah
ministered to the northern kingdom of Israel, which had seceded
from Judah/Jerusalem in the
ninth century B.C. because of the
king’s intolerably oppressive policies. In order to solidify the nation
the kings of the northern territory
established alternate sanctuaries
and idolatrous forms of worship
to counter the Temple in
Jerusalem. Elijah’s mission was to
tell the people of Israel about the
one, true God in the hopes that
they would abandon their apostasy and return to the Lord. The mir-

acle of the oil and flour was the
first of many signs to confirm the
prophet’s message. The poor
widow represents the people of
Israel whose leaders had led them
astray morally and spiritually,
causing widespread poverty.
Giving all she had, she entrusted
herself and her son to God and his
servant. Her example stands in
stark contrast to the rulers of Israel
who used religion to advance their
political aims. This reading was
chosen for its obvious connection
to this week’s Gospel. Like the
widow of Zarephath, the widow in
the Temple contrasts with the
Scribes who sought to further
their ambitions by making a public spectacle of their religiosity.
Finally, our second reading talks
about how Christ the true high
priest gave himself “once for all to
take away sin by his sacrifice”
(Heb 9:26). While Christ died
“once for all” the benefits of his
sacrifice is made available to us
through the Eucharist, enabling us
to live lives of self-giving.
Key verse: “She, from her
poverty, has contributed all she
had” (Mk 12:44).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church:” “Charity is the greatest

social commandment. It respects
others and their rights. It requires
the practice of justice, and it
alone makes us capable of it.
Charity inspires a life of self-giving: “Whoever seeks to gain his
life will lose it, but whoever loses
his life will preserve it” (No. 1889).
Pope Benedict XVI: “The consciousness that, in Christ, God
has given himself for us, even
unto death, must inspire us to
live no longer for ourselves but
for him, and, with him, for others.
Whoever loves Christ loves the
Church, and desires the Church
to be increasingly the image and
instrument of the love which
flows from Christ” (“Deus Caritas
Est,” 33).
Application: The central question that runs through the Bible
is, “Do you trust God?” The poor
widows in this week’s readings
gave all that they had because
they trusted God completely.
They exemplified deep faith and
selfless charity. Strong faith enables us to abandon ourselves to
divine providence, which frees us
to give generously. The love of
God which has been poured into
our hearts through the Eucharist,
“inspires a life of self-giving.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
In gratitude
Please accept my deepest appreciation to you (Archbishop
Chaput) and the people in the
Archdiocese of Denver for your
generous
contribution
to
Catholic Relief Services. Your gift
allows Catholic Relief Services to
provide humanitarian assistance that encompasses longterm development, reconstruction, global hunger and the delivery of health services to the
poorest of nations around the
world.
This letter serves as a formal
acknowledgement of your re-

cent donation to Catholic Relief
Services for the following gift
from the diocese: $ 51,011.99 for
Programs Around the World.
On behalf of all of us at CRS
and those who will be touched
by your kind gift, I thank you for
leading the faithful in the
Archdiocese of Denver to live
their faith in solidarity with the
poor and marginalized people
overseas.
May God bless you for your
prayers and continued generous
support.
Ken Hackett
CRS president
Baltimore, Md.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize
that the opinions expressed in letters
to the editor are those of the author
and are not necessarily those of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Letters
containing plainly misstated facts,
misinformation or libelous statements
will not be printed. Unsigned letters will
not be printed. Letters will be edited.
Send letters to: Editor, Denver Catholic
Register, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO
80210 or fax to 303-715-2045. E-mail
us at: editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Nov. 4-10: There are no public events on Archbishop Chaput’s schedule this week.

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Nov. 4: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Nov. 5: Mass for seminarians and faculty, Christ the King Chapel, St. John Vianney Seminary, JPII Center
(12:10 p.m.); HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis C Mass, Holy Ghost Parish, Denver (7 p.m.)
Nov. 7: Confer Minor Orders and Diaconate Ordination, Our Lady of Guadalupe Seminary, Denton, Neb.
Nov. 9: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Guest speaker, Catholic cadets, Air Force Academy,
Colorado Springs (6:30 p.m.)
Nov. 10: Committee of Vicars and Directors, JPII Center (9:30 a.m.); All-school Mass, Arrupe Jesuit High
School, Denver (2:30 p.m.)

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
The following assignment from Rev. Douglas Marcouiller, S.J. provincial, Jesuits of the Missouri
Province, and Rev. James Shea, S.J., provincial, Jesuits of the Maryland Province, is confirmed by
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Rev. David Barry, S.J., granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately,
until his ministry in the archdiocese is completed. He will be a chaplain at the Federal Correction
Institution, Englewood, and a member of the Xavier Jesuit Community.
Very Rev. Gregory Ames, V.F., appointed administrator pro-tem at Holy Rosary Parish, Denver, effective
Nov. 1, 2009. This is in addition to his duties as pastor at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Northglenn,
and administrator, Guardian Angels Parish, Mead, Colo.
Rev. Joseph Meznar, granted retirement status, effective Nov. 1, 2009.
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ASK AN APOLOGIST
Q: HOW CAN THE CHURCH TEACH ABOUT PURGATORY
WHEN THE WORD ‘PURGATORY’ IS NOT EVEN FOUND
IN THE BIBLE?
A: It is true that the word “purgatory”
therefore a holy and wholesome thought
is not found in the Bible; but, neither
to pray for the dead, that they may be
are the words “Trinity,” “Incarnation”
loosed from sins” (2 Mac 12:45-46).
or “Bible.” Even though these theoPrayers for the dead would be useless if
logical terms are not found in the
their souls were in heaven or hell but
Scriptures these realities are
the inspired Scriptures enfirmly rooted in the biblical
courage us with the holy and
revelation. The word “purgapious thought to pray for the
tory” comes from a Latin
souls in purgatory.
root which means “to purify
Jesus implicitly teaches that
or to make clean” and this is
there are sins which can be
the purpose of purgatory: to
forgiven in the next life when
cleanse us from our attachhe says “whoever speaks
ment to things that separate
against the Holy Spirit will not
us from God. Purgatory, acbe forgiven, either in this age
BEN AKERS,
cording to the glossary in
or in the age to come” (Mt
S.T.L.
the “Catechism of the
12:32). Sin cannot be forgiven
Catholic Church,” is a “state of final
in hell or heaven so there must be an inpurification after death and before entermediate state where it can be forgivtrance into heaven for those who died
en “in the age to come” (cf. CCC 1031).
in God’s friendship, but were only imSt. Paul also teaches about purgatory
perfectly purified”; it is a “final cleans- when he talks about the works that will
ing of human imperfection before one
(and will not) endure in God’s kingdom:
is able to enter the joy of heaven.” We “If any man’s work is burned up, he will
know from Scripture that “nothing unsuffer loss, though he himself will be
clean will enter [heaven]” (Rev 21:27)
saved, but only as through fire” (1 Cor
and that holiness is necessary to see
3:15). No one will suffer in heaven and
God (cf. Heb 12:14). Purgatory is the
no one will be saved in hell; therefore,
Church’s teaching which explains the
there must be a middle state where sin
temporary, intermediate state souls
is expiated. The Catholic Church calls
endure who did not die in mortal sin
this reality “purgatory.” For more inforbut are not yet “perfect as [their]
mation, read the “Catechism of the
heavenly Father is perfect” (Mt 5:48).
Catholic Church’s” section on purgatory
The teaching on the reality of Purgatory
is found in both the Old and New
Testaments. There is an explicit passage in 2 Maccabees 12 which refers to
the Jewish general Judas Maccabeus
praying for some dead comrades to
make “atonement for the dead that they
might be delivered from their sin. It is

(paragraphs 1030-1032).

This week’s apologist is Ben Akers,
S.T.L., director of the Denver
Archdiocese’s Catholic Biblical School
and the Catechetical School. Send your
question to: editor@archden.org.

Annual St. Cecilia Mass to honor pastoral musicians
The annual Mass to honor the patroness of musicians, St. Cecilia, will be
held at 10 a.m. Nov. 21 in Light of the
World Church in Littleton. Auxiliary
Bishop James D. Conley will be the main
celebrant. During the celebration Bishop
Conley will present the St. Cecilia Award
to a pastoral musician for their tireless effort in the field of sacred music. There
will also be a blessing for all archdiocesan
musicians.
The Mass is sponsored by the Denver
Chapter of the National Association for
Pastoral Musicians, the Archdiocese of
Denver Music Committee and the Office
of Liturgy. It is a special celebration for

all archdiocesan musicians as well as
those who support the ministry of music
such as cantors, choir members and
music directors. It is named after St.
Cecilia, virgin and martyr of the Church,
who was born in the third century. She
married a Roman named Valerian who,
along with his brother, converted to
Christianity after his marriage to Cecilia.
The three were eventually found out and
put to death. St. Cecilia is usually depicted with a viola or small organ.
Light of the World Church is located at
10316 W. Bowles Ave. A reception will follow the Mass. For more information, call
303-715-3156.
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USCCB distributes bulletin inserts on health-care reform nationwide
BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON (CNS)—The
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops has sent bulletin inserts
to almost 19,000 parishes across

the country in an effort to urge
Catholics to prevent health-care
reform from being derailed by
support for abortion funding.
“Health-care reform should
be about saving lives, not de-

stroying them,” the insert states.
It urges readers to contact
Senate leaders so they support
efforts to “incorporate longstanding policies against abortion funding and in favor of conscience rights” in health-reform
legislation.
“If these serious concerns are
not addressed, the final bill
should be opposed,” it adds.
The insert highlights an
amendment sponsored by Rep.
Bart Stupak, D-Mich., which
“addresses essential pro-life
concerns on abortion funding
and conscience rights.”
“Help ensure that the rule for
the bill allows a vote on the
amendment,” the insert states.
“If these serious concerns are
not addressed, the final bill
should be opposed.”
The insert also directs
Catholics to the Web page
www.usccb.org/healthcare.
Parishes also were receiving
suggested pulpit announcements and petitions in support
of this effort.
Bulletin inserts were distributed to dioceses Oct. 29, the day
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, DCalif., and other House leaders
unveiled an $894 billion healthcare reform bill called the
Affordable Health Care for
America Act.
The inserts—expected to be
placed in parish bulletins in
early November—contain information about how Catholics can
take specific action by writing,
calling, faxing or e-mailing
members of Congress to let
them know health-care reform
must explicitly ban abortion
coverage.
The House measure combines
bills passed by three committees in July into one piece of legislation that members were to
begin debating on the House
floor in early November. Floor
action on the U.S. Senate bill
had not yet been announced.

CNS PHOTO/CARLOS BARRIA, REUTERS

A RESIDENT of south Florida holds a sign protesting health-care reform during a visit by U.S. President Barack Obama to Miami Oct. 26.
Obama has told both houses of Congress that "under our plan no federal dollars will be used to fund abortions," but the U.S. bishops say
current reform proposals do not explicitly prohibit abortion funding.
The U.S. bishops have criticized the Senate measure for
not explicitly barring funding of
abortion coverage. The House
bill also does not resolve the
issue of abortion coverage.
“The debate and decisions on
health-care reform are reaching
decisive moments. We write ...
to ask for your active and personal leadership to ensure that
needed health-care reform protects the life, dignity and health
care of all,” said the president of
the USCCB and the chairmen of
three bishops’ committees in an
Oct. 28 letter to their fellow
bishops across the country.
The letter accompanied the
bulletin inserts urging the bishops to promote the campaign in
their dioceses.
It was signed by Cardinal
Francis E. George of Chicago,
president; Cardinal Justin Rigali
of Philadelphia, chairman of the
Committee
on
Pro-life
Activities; Bishop John C. Wester
of Salt Lake City, chairman of

the Committee on Migration;
and Bishop William F. Murphy of
Rockville Centre, N.Y., chairman
of the Committee on Domestic
Justice
and
Human
Development.
They thanked all of the bishops for their work so far to make
Congress understand the bishops’ “principles and priorities”
for health-care reform the
Catholic Church has long supported.
“We now ask you to redouble
your efforts to ensure that we
speak clearly, effectively and together for health-care reform
that protects life and conscience
and reaches out to the vulnerable and marginalized who need
life-affirming health care the
most,” they wrote.
“The bishops want healthcare reform, but they recoil at
any expansion of abortion,” said
Helen Osman, USCCB communications secretary, who helped
organize the campaign. “Most
Americans don’t want to pay for
other people’s abortions via
health care either.
“This impasse on the road to
reform of health care can be
broken if Congress writes in language that assures that the Hyde
amendment law continues to
guide U.S. federal spending policy,” she said.
The Hyde amendment bars
funding of abortion in the
spending bills for the departments of Labor and Health and
Human Services and in military
hospitals, federal employees’
health benefits, foreign assistance and other circumstances.
A USCCB release on the bulletin-insert campaign said that
the Catholic bishops have a long
history of support for healthcare reform “based on its teaching that health care is essential
for human life and dignity and
on its experience providing
health care and assisting those
without coverage.”
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CARRYING the Benedictine cross during the dedication of Benet Hill
Monastery is Sister Phyllis Echterling, O.S.B. Colorado Springs Bishop
Michael Sheridan, at rear, blessed the new facilities.

New Benet Hill Monastery
and retreat center dedicated
BY JIM MYERS
COLORADO CATHOLIC HERALD

COLORADO SPRINGS—Nestled
among pine trees at an elevation of
7,500 feet — with a picturesque
backdrop that includes Pikes
Peak—is the new home of the
Benedictine Sisters in Colorado
Springs that reveals the order’s
commitment to work and a contemplative life.
The new Benet Hill Monastery
and Benet Pines Retreat Center
opened earlier this year. The sisters
of Benet Hill hosted their official
dedication Oct. 11, with Colorado
Springs Bishop Michael Sheridan
blessing the complex during an
hour-long liturgy attended by
more than 100 invitees.
“Hope sees what isn’t but yet will
be … and now it has happened,”
said Sister Anne Stedman, prioress
of Benet Hill Monastery since 2005,
quoting an unknown author.
The 43-acre property, which the
order acquired in 1967 for the purpose of having a cemetery, is approximately 35,500 square feet and
contains administrative buildings,
a eucharistic chapel, an oratory, a
worship space for liturgies, retreat
houses, a hermitage, a bookstore,
dining areas and housing for the
sisters. There is also a transitional
care facility located on the property for sisters who have special
health-care needs.
“This is wonderful because it’s
the first time the sisters have been
able to live together in a convent.
More sisters are at prayers, and we
have a lot more camaraderie,” said
Sister Leann Cogan, who entered
the order in 1939 and professed
her first vows in 1940.
Benet Hill Monastery and Benet
Pines Retreat Center provide a
venue where the sisters can combine all their activities on one
property instead of having to
spread out to different parts of the
city. The complex, in the Black
Forest section of the city, was built
by Art C. Klein Construction at a
cost of more than $6 million.
Funding came from various
sources, including a lengthy capital campaign and the sale of part of

the previous Benet Hill Monastery
on Chelton Road in the center of
Colorado Springs. The old property, which has housed charter
schools for nearly a decade, is up
for sale.
The new monastery incorporated a “green” element to its construction. The clay walls are designed to be cool in the summer
and warm in the winter, and the
property conserves water, electricity and natural gas through design
and a combination of high-efficiency machinery and high performance windows. The order
needed to fell 100 trees in order to
build the complex, and they used
the ponderosas in pieces around
the complex (such as baseboards
and window sills).
The Benedictine order grew out
of St. Benedict and St.
Scholastica, who formed the
charism of the Catholic Church in
480. Benedictines first came to
the United States from Germany
in 1852 with the purpose of educating immigrant children in St.
Mary’s, Penn. They founded a
motherhouse at Mount St.
Scholastica in Atchison, Kan., in
1863 and came to Colorado in
1914 when they were asked to
teach in schools in Walsenburg,
now part of the Diocese of
Pueblo. They also taught in public
schools across the San Luis Valley
and served as administrators and
superintendents in those districts
until the 1970s.
The order founded many
schools, including Benet Hill
Academy, Holy Trinity School and
Sacred Heart School in Colorado
Springs, and taught in public as
well as parochial schools. They
minister throughout the Diocese
of Colorado Springs, in the Pueblo
Diocese and in the Archdiocese of
Denver.
Benedictines follow the Rule of
Benedict, which is a guide for living
the monastic life. It was written by
St. Benedict in the sixth century
and was the foundation for thousands of European monasteries in
the Middle Ages, according to the
Web site for the Order of St.
Benedict.

8 l C AT H O L I C L I F E

NOVEMBER 4, 2009 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Feast
From Page 1
Rutgers University, who recently
authored the book “Day of the
Dead in the USA: the Migration
and Transformation of a Cultural
Phenomenon.”
While rituals vary by country
and region, decorating and sprucing up gravesites to honor the
dead is almost universal—weeding, cleaning, repainting, and
bringing flowers and personal mementos. Other practices include
attending Mass, constructing
home altars, preparing special
foods and beverages for the deceased (or eating specific foods
prepared only at this time of year),
participating in processions from
the church to the cemetery, holding candlelight vigils, burning incense, and singing and dancing.
“While (Day of the Dead) corresponds with the dates of the
Catholic All Saints and All Souls
days—it’s not exactly the same,”

PHOTO PROVIDED COURTESY ST. LOUIS SCHOOL, LOUISVILLE

STUDENTS of St. Louis School in Louisville display the Book of
the Dead the school made.
Marchi said. “It’s a combination of uals including Mass, praying the
rosary, novenas and lighting canCatholic and indigenous rituals.”
When missionaries converted dles for the dead.
The popularity of these re-innative people of the Americas to
Catholicism, they often main- vented rituals among the Latino
tained certain pre-Christian tradi- community in the United States
tions to honor the dead such as has affected how Catholic churchcreating altars laden with fruit, es in Latino communities observe
vegetables, flowers and incense— All Saints Day and All Souls Day,
and mixed them with Catholic rit- with many churches in Latino

"With men
it is
impossible,
but not
with God;
for all
things are
possible
with God."
Mark 10:27

PHOTO PROVIDED COURTESY NOTRE DAME SCHOOL, DENVER

THE DAY of the Dead altar students at Notre Dame School made.
areas encouraging parishioners to
make altars for the deceased.
“This was never done previously since altar-making was
considered pagan,” Marchi said.
“It’s ‘folk Catholicism’—a way to
more festively celebrate All Saints
and All Souls days—a joyous time
of ‘partying.’”
Photos of the departed and pictures of saints, Jesus or the Virgin
Mary are often the center of family
ofrendas (offerings), with crucifixes, angels and other Catholic
iconography frequently surrounding the altar. It’s a time to not only
remember the dead, but to actively communicate with them.
“Because the dead are felt to be
particularly connected to the living this time of year, they’re often
seen as heavenly allies who can
offer hope and assistance with
life’s tribulations,” Marchi said.

Fifth graders at Notre Dame
Catholic School in Denver celebrated El Dia de los Muertos on
Oct. 30 with a prayer service and
potluck lunch. Students dressed
in black and wearing masks they
made art class, brought photos of
deceased loved ones to display
on an altar they made. Following
lunch, they gathered to break a
piñata.
Presentation of Our Lady
School also celebrated the holiday. On Nov. 2 students displayed
photos of deceased relatives at
school then attended a presentation explaining the Day of the
Dead, complete with photos
from a celebration in Mexico.
Pastor
Father
Edward
Poehlmann then led the group in
prayer before they sampled
“bread of the dead” or pan de
muerto.
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Advance planning for funerals eases burden for loved ones at time of loss
BY JULIE FILBY

For many families, the grief
over losing a loved one can be
compounded by the stress of funeral expenses—and this at a
time when many people can
least afford it.
A funeral can be one of the
most expensive purchases a consumer will ever make. According
to the National Funeral Directors
Association, the average cost of
an adult funeral in 2006 was
nearly $7,500; up 45 percent since
2001. That does not include a
cemetery plot, burial, a grave
marker, flowers or other items
that can add thousands of dollars
to the final bill.
The NFDA expects funeral
prices to increase faster than living costs over the next few years.
The following suggestions may
help ease the emotional and financial burden of planning a funeral.
Seek trusted help. Start the
process by contacting a close
friend, relative or religious advisor for support and practical assistance. You will be emotionally
vulnerable, so you will want to
have someone you trust with
you to help make decisions.
Check for arrangements.
Review the instructions left by
your loved one regarding funeral arrangements, or contact
their attorney to see if he or she
left instructions. In many cases,
funeral arrangements may already exist.
Shop around. Compare prices
from at least two funeral homes.
Most funeral providers are professionals who strive to serve
their clients’ needs and best interests. However, some are not.

FUNERAL PLANNING
RESOURCES
Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries & Mortuaries
303-425-9511
Funeral Consumers Alliance
800-765-0107
AARP
888-687-2277

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

A DECORATED headstone at
Mount Olivet Cemetery in Wheat
Ridge.
They may take advantage of
clients through inflated prices,
overcharges, double charges or
unnecessary services. Usually it
is more convenient and less
stressful to price shop funeral
homes online or by phone.
Ask for a price list. The
Funeral Rule, issued in 1984 and
enforced by the Federal Trade
Commission, requires funeral
providers to supply a written,
itemized price list of all good
and services—and to allow consumers to choose individual
items instead of a package.
Many providers offer packages
of commonly selected goods
and services that make up a funeral. However when you
arrange for a funeral, you have
the right to accept or decline individual options.

Avoid emotional overspending: Resist pressure to buy goods
and services you do not want or
need. You may feel uncomfortable comparing prices or negotiating
funeral
details.
Compounding this discomfort
is the fact that some people
overspend on a funeral because
they think of it as a reflection of
their feelings for the deceased. It
is not necessary to have the fanciest casket or the most elaborate funeral to properly honor a
loved one.
Shop smart. Apply the same
smart shopping techniques you
use for other major purchases.
You can cut costs by limiting the
viewing to one day or one hour
before the funeral, and by dressing your loved one in a favorite
outfit instead of costly burial
clothing. Be sure to get an estimate in writing.
Recognize your rights. Laws
regarding funerals and burials
vary from state to state. Know
which goods or services the law
requires you to purchase and
which are optional.
Do not be pressured.
Decisions can differ depending
on whether the death was ex-

pected, such as after a long illness; or sudden and unexpected, such as an accident. Avoid
rushing into big decisions. If
others want you to act more
quickly than you would like or if
you are feeling pressured, agree
that a decision must be made
and you will be the one to make
it when you feel comfortable.
Be patient with yourself and
your feelings. Proper nutrition,
exercise, and rest are all essential to your physical and mental
health during this time of
mourning. If you do not take
care of yourself, it will be difficult, if not impossible, to take
care of your family and make
decisions about arrangements.
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Talking to Congress
BY TOM GRENCHIK

On Oct. 8, the U.S. Bishops’
Conference wrote to Congress
about health-care reform stating:
“No one should be required to

pay for or participate in abortion.
It is essential that the legislation
clearly apply to this new program
longstanding and widely supported federal restrictions on
abortion funding and mandates,

and protections for rights of con- that allows parishioners to send an
science. No current bill meets e-mail message to Congress with a
this test. … If acceptable lan- click of a button. The bishops have
guage in these areas cannot be asked for our swift action in confound, we will have to oppose the tacting our congressional members through e-mail, phone calls
health care bill vigorously.”
The bishops have made it very or faxed letters. We can:
• Send a pre-written, inclear that they strongly
stant e-mail to Congress
support genuine healthat www.usccb.org/action.
care reform that protects
• Call the U.S. Capitol
the life and dignity of all,
switchboard at 202-224from the moment of
3121, or call members’
conception until natural
local offices.
death—including un• Find members’ conborn children, immitact information at
grants and the poor. And
and
they keep reminding TOM GRENCHIK www.house.gov
Congress that health-care reform www.senate.gov.
When contacting senators, tell
should be about saving lives, not
destroying them. But is Congress them: “During floor debate on the
health-care reform bill, please
listening?
Congressional leaders are at- support an amendment to incortempting to put together final bills porate longstanding policies
for floor consideration, and votes against abortion funding and in
could come as soon as early favor of conscience rights. If these
November. The bishops have serious concerns are not adasked each of us to contact our dressed, the final bill should be oprepresentative and senators im- posed.”
When contacting congressional
mediately, urging them to fix these
bills with pro-life amendments. representatives, tell them: “Please
Parishes across the country will be support the Stupak Amendment
invited to make use of educational that addresses essential pro-life
materials, including a Web address concerns on abortion funding and

conscience rights in the healthcare reform bill. Help ensure that
the rule for the bill allows a vote on
this amendment. If these serious
concerns are not addressed, the
final bill should be opposed.”
Our nation is at a crossroads.
Policies adopted in health care reform will have an impact for good
or ill for years to come. And so our
bishops have one more very important request of each of us. They
want us to pray. Pray that
Congress will take action and ensure that needed health-care reform truly protects the life, dignity
and health of all. Pray that each of
us will raise our voices to preserve
our freedom of conscience and
protect the most vulnerable, especially unborn children.
Through our prayers and actions, we can help make sure that
health-care reform will be about
saving lives, not destroying them.
To learn more about the bishops’ advocacy for authentic
health-care
reform,
visit
www.usccb.org/healthcare.
Tom Grenchik is executive director of the Secretariat of Pro-Life
Activities, U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops.

Legislative
Health care
issues talk set

the archdiocese on this urgent
matter through a letter read at
all Masses in all parishes this
weekend, Nov. 7-8. Materials
will be made available to all
parishes outlining the vital issues that remain in the healthcare reform debate, and urging
parishioners to immediately
contact their federal representatives.
The health-care reform debate has been dogged by a pattern of misleading, complex
and at times flatly dishonest
claims in Congress about the
content of the 2,000-page legislation now taking final shape
and nearing a vote. Don’t be
fooled. Contact your senators
and representative. Demand
that current health-care proposals be changed to respect
Catholic and pro-life concerns.
And equally important for all of
us: We need to do it now.

From Page 2

Jennifer Kraska, executive director of the Colorado Catholic
Conference, will address political
issues of interest to all Catholics at 7
p.m. Nov. 9 at St. James Church.
Everyone is invited.
Kraska will review one of the
year’s hottest issues, federal healthcare reform. She will explain
Catholic social teaching on health
care and debunk the myths that surround the topic. In addition, Kraska
will discuss efforts to eliminate the
Defense of Marriage Act and she
will address other key issues the
state Legislature will face next year.
St. James Church is located at
1311 Oneida Ave. in Denver. Free
babysitting will be provided. For
more information, call 303-3943174.

“common ground” on the issues
vital to Catholics. And to date,
despite the president’s original
promise, the White House has
done nothing to fix that problem.
To put it bluntly: all of the
health-care reform solutions
currently facing Congress violate human dignity in potentially grievous ways. Unless these
proposals are immediately
changed to reflect the concerns
of Congressman Stupak, other
like-minded members of
Congress, and leaders of the national Catholic community,
Catholics need to vigorously oppose and help defeat this dangerous legislation.
Bishop Conley and I will
speak directly to the people of

Sister Cuaron twice honored for service
BY JOHN GLEASON

Marycrest Franciscan Sister
Alicia Cuaron, founder of
Bienestar Family Services at
Centro San Juan Diego, is being
honored for her work in the
Hispanic community with two different awards.
Centro San Juan Diego, located
at 2830 Lawrence St., is the Denver
Archdiocese’s center providing
family and pastoral care to
Hispanics.
On Sept. 27, Sister Cuaron received the Colorado Rockies 2009
Hispanic Adult Leadership Award,
an honor that she was a runner-up
for in 2006. The award is presented to a person based on their community involvement, promotion
of family values and personal
achievements. The presentation

was made Sept. 27 during the
Colorado
Rockies-St.
Louis
Cardinals baseball game at Coors
Field
“I’m very thankful to all those I
work with at Centro San Juan
Diego,” Sister Cuaron told the
Denver Catholic Register. “I especially want to thank Msgr. Jorge De
los Santos for nominating me for
this honor.”
On Oct. 30 Sister Cuaron was the
honored guest at the Bernie Valdez
Awards Luncheon at the Denver
Merchandise Mart where she was
presented with the Sheldon
Steinhauser Community Service
Award by the Latin American
Research and Service Agency. The
award is given to an individual
who has taken an active role in
Colorado’s communities and who
also supports the mission of

LARASA by leading and influencing change to improve the quality
of life for Latinos with the belief
that when you improve the lives of
Latinos, you improve the lives of all
Coloradans.
Sister Cuaron told the Register
that she is humbled by the award.
“I daily thank the Lord for all the
talents and gifts he’s bestowed on
me with which I can use to serve
our community,” she said.
One of six siblings born to
Mexican immigrants who moved
to El Paso, Texas, in search of better
opportunities, Sister Cuaron said
she believes diversity can create
harmony through awareness and
acceptance of others. From her
parents she learned fundamental
qualities such as integrity and a
commitment to serving the poor
and the needy.

YO U T H l 1 1

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l NOVEMBER 4, 2009

THE GOOD NEWS ON YOUTH

Blessed Chiara Luce Badano, pray for us!
BY CHRISTOPHER STEFANICK

Sometimes we’d prefer that our
lives be a different story than the
one God seems to be writing. In
our fragile existence it doesn’t
take much to
turn a romance into a
drama, or an
adventure
into
a
tragedy. At a
glance, the
story
of
CHRISTOPHER C h i a r a
Badano—an
STEFANICK
only
child
conceived after 11 years of marriage, who died at 18 after a bout
with a painful form of bone cancer—looks like an empty tragedy,
but not from the perspective of
the Divine Author.
Chiara seemed to have everything going for her as a teen.
She had a loving, holy family
and a rock solid faith that was
nurtured by retreats and youth
ministry programs. She was
popular amongst her friends
and was liked by boys. It’s not
hard to see why. She was beautiful. Chiara loved to hang out in
coffee shops. She was great at
tennis, swimming and moun-

tain climbing. Her outgoing
personality and adventurous
spirit made her dream of becoming a flight attendant.
Chiara had a bright life ahead of
her.
One day while playing tennis,
Chiara experienced excruciating
pain in her shoulder. Shortly afterwards she was diagnosed
with osteogenic sarcoma. She
watched her bright future slip
away. But it’s here that the real
story of her life begins—the
story of heroic virtue.
Chiara’s joy was explosive and
it only increased with her suffering. After one very pain-filled
night she said, “I suffered a
lot, but my soul was singing.”
Google pictures of her on her
death bed. Her eyes look like
pools reflecting the glory of
heaven. One of her doctors remarked, “Through her smile,
and through her eyes full of
light, she showed us that death
doesn’t exist; only life exists.”
Cardinal Saldarini heard of this
amazing teen and visited her in
the hospital. Awestruck, he said,
“The light in your eyes is splendid. Where does it come from?”
Chiara’s reply was simple: “I try
to love Jesus as much as I can.”
Chiara had a profound sense of

redemptive suffering. She often
repeated the phrase, “If this is
what you want, Jesus, so do I.”
Like any teenage girl, she loved
her hair, but with each lock that
fell out she’d pray, “For you,
Jesus.” She
frequently refused morphine, saying, “I want
to share as
much as possible in His
suffering on
the cross.”
CHIARA
During
BADANO
one of her
many hospital stays Chiara took
walks with a depressed, drugdependent girl, despite the pain
of walking from the huge growth
on her spine. When she was encouraged to stop and rest she
said, “I’ll have time to rest later.”
Ever thinking of others, she said,
“I have nothing left, but I still
have my heart, and with that I
can always love.”
Chiara requested to be buried
in a wedding gown. As the end of
her short life drew near she told
her mother, “When you’re getting
me ready, Mum, you have to keep
saying to yourself, ‘Chiara Luce is
now seeing Jesus.’”

She died on Oct. 7, 1990. Her
parents and friends were with
her.
Her last words were:
“Goodbye. Be happy because I’m
happy.”
Thanks to her local bishop,
Chiara was declared “Servant of
God.” For anyone wondering if
Chiara’s cause for canonization
was only opened to comfort
grieving parents and friends, God
recently put his stamp of approval on her story. A young boy
in Italy was dying from meningitis. His organs were shutting
down. There was no way to save
his life. His parents learned of
Chiara’s story and sought her intercession. He was fully healed.
A panel of doctors has ruled that
there was no medical explanation for this turn of events.
Rome’s approval of this miracle
and Chiara’s beatification are expected soon.
Reflecting on her pending
death, Chiara said: “Previously I
felt … the most I could do was to
let go. Instead, now I feel enfolded in a marvelous plan of
God, which is slowly being unveiled to me.” The story of our
lives with all its riveting twists
and painful turns is written by
an author who loves us very
much, and for him, even death

is only a comma, not a period.
The greatest protagonists in
life’s story are the saints. They
shared the eternal perspective
of the Author. That’s why not
even the most profound pain
could take away their hope.
Here’s to yet another teen saint!
Pardon my preemptive prayer,
“Blessed Chiara Luce Badano,
pray for us!”
Speaker and author Christopher
Stefanick is director of Youth,Young
Adult and Campus Ministry for the
Denver Archdiocese. Visit chris-stefanick.com.
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Seminary housing project moving forward

HIV/AIDS Mass set for Nov. 5
at Holy Ghost Church

BY JOHN GLEASON

Caregivers, family members,
friends and anyone else affected
by HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis C are
warmly invited to attend a Mass
celebrated by Auxiliary Bishop
James Conley at 7 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 5 in Holy Ghost
Church, 1900 California St.,
Denver.

There will be sheets in the
vestibule to list people you
would like to have remembered
at the Mass who have died from
HIV/AIDS or Hepatitis C.
For more information, call the
archdiocese’s HIV/AIDS, HepC
Ministry Office at 303-715-3171.

Construction of a new residence
building for seminarians continues on schedule at the John Paul II
Center. The 16,500-square-foot
building,
which
is
called
Spirituality Year House, is to be
completed next spring.
The new facility will have 25 individual rooms and two priest
rooms, a chapel with sacristy, living and dining rooms, kitchen and
classrooms, laundry facilities and
courtyard for reflection.
The two-story structure was designed by Larson Incitti Architects,
whose past designs for the archdiocese have included the parish
center addition to the Shrine of St.
Anne Church in Arvada, renovations at the John Paul II Center and
a church addition to St. Thomas
More Parish in Centennial.
Construction of the facility is being
handled by Horizon West Builders.
The Spirituality Year is the first of
a seven-year formation program
that men studying for the priesthood go through at St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary,
which is located at the John Paul II
Center, 1300 S. Steele St. in Denver.
The campus is also home to
Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan
Missionary Seminary and the administrative offices of the Denver
Archdiocese.
Following the Spirituality Year,
men at St. John Vianney continue
their priesthood formation with
two years of philosophy followed
by four of theology. During the
Spirituality Year, formators seek to
eliminate as many distractions as

PHOTO PROVIDED COURTESY HORIZON WEST BUILDERS

A NEW seminary dormitory is under construction at the John
Paul II Center in south Denver.
possible to aid them men in discerning God’s call. Spirituality
SEMINARIES
House will allow the space and
APPEAL
time for contemplation and discernment.
On the weekend of Nov. 7-8 semiDeacon John Neal, vice presinarians of the Denver
dent of finance and operations for
Archdiocese’s St. John Vianney
St. John Vianney Theology
Theological Seminary and
Seminary, told the Denver Catholic
Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan
Register that several people saw
Missionary Seminary will be visitthe need for the facility and reing parishes asking for financial
sponded to it with donations,
support for the two seminaries.
which allowed the $4.3 million
Please be generous.
project to move forward.
“The idea is to get these men
separated so they can reflect side events. What this structure
deeply and spiritually inside will do is allow them to spend
themselves about whether or not time focusing inward on what
the priesthood is the place for God is calling them to.”
Most of the exterior brickwork
them,” he said. “In the past
they’ve been grouped together has been finished and builders are
with the rest of the community, now working on the interior.
which makes it hard to separate Target date for completion of
yourself from things like newspa- Spirituality House is March 15,
pers and discussion about out- 2010.

13 seminarians instituted to ministry of lector or acolyte
Thirteen men in priesthood
formation at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary took a
step forward in their journey toward holy orders when they
were instituted to either the
ministry of lector or acolyte on
Oct. 17 during a 5:30 p.m. Mass
celebrated
by
Archbishop
Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., in
Christ the King Chapel, which is
located at 1300 S. Steele St. in
Denver.
Instituted to the ministry of
lector were: Ryan O’Neill, Samuel
Morehead, Brian Rollo, Dan
Vanyo, Gail Hammerschmidt,
Brian Lager, David Johannes and
Justin Hall. Instituted to the ministry of acolyte were: Geronimo
Gonzalez, Braden Wagner, Gregg
Pedersen, Brian Larkin and John
Nepil.
As lectors, the men may proclaim the Scriptures at Mass. An
acolyte’s function is to assist the
deacon or priest with the details
of preparation of the altar and
sacred vessels. Acolytes by their
office in the Church are special
ministers of the Eucharist. The
celebration took place this year
during the seminary’s Parent
Weekend.

PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DCR

NEW seminarian acolytes pose with the archbishop.

NEW seminarian lectors pose with the archbishop.
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Liturgies, events to mark Veterans Day
BY DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER

Veterans Day is observed on
Nov. 11. Originally established as
marking the end of the First
World War (the 11th hour of the
11th day of the 11th month in
1918 when the armistice was
signed) it now is a day when all
who have worn a uniform in defense of the United States are
honored. Many celebrations will
be held in the coming days to remember all those who have
served our nation. Below is a list
of some of the tributes.

St. Joseph Church, Fort Collins
The public is invited to pay
special tribute to all U.S. veterans
as well as those personnel
presently serving our country at a
Mass set for 9 a.m. Nov. 6 at St.
Joseph Church, 300 W. Mountain
Ave., Fort Collins. Those who appear in uniform will be escorted
in by an honor guard. A reception
will follow in the church hall. Call
970-484-1171 Ext. 223.

St. Mary Church, Littleton
A special Mass to honor all veterans will be held at 9:15 a.m.
Nov. 6 at St. Mary Church, 6853 S.
Prince St., Littleton. An appreciation brunch will follow. All veterans and their families are invited.
Call 720-283-4733 for details.

Veterans Day Parade
The annual Veterans Day
Parade, sponsored by the city of
Denver, will be held at 10 a.m.
Nov. 7. The parade will start and
end at Civic Center Park, 14th
Avenue and Court Place. It will

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

ON VETERANS DAY, Nov. 11, many schools and parishes will honor
those who have served in the military. Above, students at Blessed
Sacrament School wave flags during a Veterans Day celebration in 2007.
travel around the park and down
Broadway in front of the viewing
stand. After the parade, a special
tribute will be held at the
Colorado Veterans Memorial.

Blessed Sacrament School
Blessed Sacrament School,
1973 Elm St., Denver, will give
special recognition to all veterans
as well as those personnel currently serving in the armed forces
during a Communion service in
the church at 8:10 a.m. Nov. 11.
Keynote speaker is retired U.S. Air
Force Col. Thomas McCarthy.
There will also be a musical tribute and reception immediately
following the service. Everyone is
invited. Call 303-377-8835 for
more information.

Holiday craft fairs happening now
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

As we near the holiday season,
many parishes around the archdiocese have scheduled craft fairs
featuring a wide array of handmade items. Below is a list of fairs
and contact numbers for more
information. Consult your local
parish bulletin for other events.

Annual Craft Fair at St. John
the Baptist Church
323 Collyer St., Longmont
Nov. 7: 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Nov. 8: 8 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
303-776-0737

Fair Trade Sale at Immaculate
Conception Church
715 Cabrini Drive, Lafayette
Sponsored in part by Catholic
Relief Services
Nov. 7: 8 a.m.-7 p.m.
Nov. 8: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
303-881-8564

Holiday Bazaar at Queen of
Peace Church
13120 E. Kentucky Ave., Aurora
Nov. 7: 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Nov. 8: 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
303-344-5308

Ninth annual Pax Christi Whole
World Market
Pax Christi Catholic Church
5761 McArthur Ranch Road,
Littleton
Nov. 7: 9 a.m.-7 p.m.
Nov. 8: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
303-799-6482

Third World Jubilee
Alternative Gift Fair
Spirit of Christ Church
7400 W. 80th Ave., Arvada
Nov. 7: 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Nov. 8: 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
303-422-9173

20th annual Craft Fair at
Nativity of Our Lord Church
900
W.
Midway
Blvd.,
Broomfield
Nov. 7: 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Nov. 8: 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
303-507-4760

Altar and Rosary Boutique and
Bake Sale at St. Francis de Sales
Featuring “Taste of St. Francis
Cookbook”
324 S. Sherman St., Denver
Nov. 14: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Nov. 15: 9 a.m.-noon
303-722-7216

St. Mary School, Littleton
At 1:45 p.m. Nov. 11 St. Mary
School, 6833 S. Prince St. in
Littleton, will hold a Veterans Day
ceremony in the gym to honor all
those who have served in the military. The event will consist of students performing patriotic songs
and a flag ceremony. All veterans
and their families are invited to be
part of this special celebration as
the children thank them for service
to their country.

Christ the King Church
Christ the King Church in
Denver will pay tribute to those
who have served our nation with a
Veterans Recognition Celebration.
Mass will be held at noon Nov. 15
in the church located at 830 Elm
St., Denver.

Arts and Crafts Sale at
Assumption Church
2361 E. 78th Ave., Denver
Sponsored by Knights of
Columbus Ladies Auxiliary
Council 3268
Nov. 14: 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Nov. 15: 9 p.m.-2 p.m.
303-287-9753

Holy Family Altar and Rosary
Society Bake, Craft and
Garage Sale
Featuring homemade cinnamon rolls
Holy Family Parish Center
4356 Utica St., Denver
Nov. 14: 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Nov. 15: 8 a.m.- 2 p.m.
303-455-1664

Craft Fair at Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Church
3549 Navajo St., Denver
Nov. 21: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Nov. 22: 8 a.m.-3p.m.
303-431-8858

28th annual Craft Fair at St.
Rose of Lima Church
355 S. Navajo St., Denver
Nov. 21: 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Nov. 22: 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
303-727-9228

14 l
ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Tridentine Latin Mass: at Holy Family
Church, 4380 Utica St., Denver.
Every Sunday: 11 a.m.
Public Invited to Rosary for Peace: at
Light of the World Church, 10316 W.
Bowles Ave., Littleton.
Wednesdays: 7 p.m.
Veterans Appreciation Mass: for all
those who served in uniform at St.
Joseph Church, 300 W. Mountain Ave.,
Fort Collins. All veterans and family
are invited. Reception to follow Mass.
Nov. 6: 9:15 a.m.
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Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Dinner and Auction: to benefit St.
Joseph School in Fort Collins to be
held at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Church, 5450 S. Lemay Ave., Fort
Collins. Catered dinner, auction and
raffle. Tickets are $50 per person or
$5 for just raffle tickets. Call 970484-1171 for more information.
Nov. 7: 6:30 p.m.

Year for Priests: Mass at St. James
Church, 1311 Oneida St., Denver, followed by prayer vigil at Planned
Parenthood Clinic, 7155 E. 38th Ave.
All are invited to pray for unborn.
Nov. 7: Mass 8:15 a.m.
Vigil 9 a.m.

Annual Craft Fair: at St. John the
Baptist Church, 323 Collyer St.,
Longmont.
Nov.7: 10 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Nov. 8: 8 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Prayer for Healing: workshop at St.
Catherine of Siena Church, 4200
Federal Blvd., Denver. Call 303-4322694 for details.
Nov. 7: 10 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

20th Annual Craft Fair: to benefit
Nativity of Our Lord Church, 900 W.
Midway Blvd., Broomfield.
Nov. 7: 9 a.m - 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 8: 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Veterans Mass: in honor of all veterans at St. Mary Church, 6853 S. Prince
St., Littleton. Appreciation brunch to
follow. All veterans and families are
invited. RSVP by calling 720-2834733.
Nov. 8: 10:30 a.m.

Holiday Bazaar: at Queen of Peace
Church, 13120 E. Kentucky Ave.,
Aurora.
Nov. 7: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Nov. 8: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Eucharistic Holy Hour: for Vocation
Discernment at Little Sisters of the
Poor, 3629 W. 29th Ave., Denver.
Scriptural reflection, silent adoration
and refreshments to follow.
Nov. 10: 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Mass to Honor Veterans: at St.
Bernadette Church, 7420 W. 12th Ave.,
Lakewood. Reception with entertainment and refreshments to follow.
Nov. 13: 8:30 a.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at All Souls
Church, 4950 S. Logan St., Denver, led
by Deacon Martin Wager.
Nov. 19: 7 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Presentation of Our Lady School: in
Denver is taking holiday wreath orders. Delivery guaranteed first week
of December. For more information
email phiggins@iidinc.com.
CLAY: Catholic Life And You to sponsor fall retreat at St. Malo Retreat
Center in Allenspark, Colo. More information by e-mailing
phkyburz@man.com.
Nov. 6 - 8
Sacred Dance Guild: sponsoring fall
workshop at St. Thomas Episcopal
Church, 2201 Dexter St., Denver. Come
experience sacred dance from around
the world. Call 303-789-1145.
Nov. 7: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Third World Alternative Gift Fair: at
Spirit of Christ Church, 7400 W. 80th
Ave., Arvada.
Nov. 7: 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Nov. 8: 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Whole World Market: at Pax Christi
Church, 5761 McArthur Ranch Road,
Littleton.
Nov. 7: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Nov. 8: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Sons of Italy: Denver Lodge 2075 will
hold their annual Arts and Crafts Fair,
5925 W. 32nd Ave., Wheat Ridge.
Nov. 7: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Nov. 8: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Fair Trade Sale and Market: at
Immaculate Conception Church, 715
Cabrini Drive, Lafayette.
Nov. 7: 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Nov. 8: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Second Sunday Prayer Group: a memorial to Dick Polak, will meet at
Mother Cabrini Shrine, 20189 Cabrini
Blvd., Golden. Call 303-431-7034 for
more information.
Nov. 8: 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Harvest Basket Fundraiser: to benefit
St. Anthony of Padua Church, 3801 W.
Ohio Ave., Denver. Food, raffle, bake
sale and items for sale. Call 303-9352431 for information.
Nov. 8: 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Seeds of Hope: presents Evening of
Hope at Grand Hyatt Denver, 1750
Welton St., Denver. Dinner, auction and
featured speaker will be Matthew

Remandation Workshop: for
Extraordinary Ministers of holy
Communion at JPII Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Call 303-715-3156
for more information.
Nov. 7: 9 a.m. - noon

Kelly. Call 303-715-3186 for cost and
registration.
Nov. 13: 6 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Men’s Day of Retreat: with Anthony
Lilles to be held at St. Peter Church,
915 12th St., Greeley. Cost of event is
$50 which includes meals. Space is
limited and registration must be made
by Nov. 3. Call 970-352-1060.
Nov. 7: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Ten Commandment Hike: for all adult
and youth involved in scouting sponsored by Catholic Committee on
Scouting. Cost $5 per person.
Call 303-438-8380 for time and location details.
Nov. 21

Jenny Kraska: of Colorado Catholic
Conference will speak on health care
reform and 2010 ballot issues at St.
James Church, 1311 Oneida St., Denver.
Free babysitting available. Call 303394-3174 for details.
Nov. 9: 7 p.m.

Annual Book and Bake Sale: at
Immaculate Conception Church, 715
Cabrini Drive, Lafayette. Come find
the perfect gift for Christmas. Call
303-665-5103 for details.
Nov. 21: 10 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Nov. 22: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Information on Citizenship: presented
by Office of Citizenship and
Immigration Services at Centro San
Juan Diego, 2830 Lawrence St.,
Denver.
Nov. 9: 6 p.m.

Silent Auction: sponsored by Mommy
Rocks at Christ on the Mountain
Church, 13922 W. Utah Ave., Lakewood.
Food and fun for all the family. Find
more information online at
www.mommyrocks.org.
Dec. 5: 1 p.m.
Servant of the Word: banquet and auction to benefit Catholic Biblical
School. Reception, auction, dinner
and special presentation. St. Mark
Church Parish Hall 3141 W. 96th Ave.,
Westminster. Call 303-715-3195 for
more information.
Feb. 12, 2010

RETREAT/SEMINARS

Techniques for Reading the Bible: part
of Fall Scripture Series at Mullen High
School Chapel, 3601 S. Lowell Blvd.,
Denver. The event is free.
Nov. 10: 7 p.m.
Ignatian Silent Retreat: at St. Malo
Retreat Center in Allenspark, Colo.
Spiritual exercises preached by Father
Javier O’Connor, D.C.J.M. Call 720283-4737 for details.
Nov. 13 - 15
Kairos Outside: spiritual weekend for
women who have loved one’s who are
incarcerated to be held at Ponderosa
Retreat Center in Larkspur, Colo. Call
303-518-0550 for more information.
Nov. 13 - 15

EnCOURAGE: a spiritual support group
for parents of children with homosexual tendencies. Call Father Dan
Norick, 720-434-2638.

St. Joseph Chapter: of Lay Carmelites
meet every second Saturday at Holy
Family Parish, 4377 Utica St., Denver.
Call for more information 303-4277931.
Nov. 14: 1 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.

Six-Week Group Session: on dealing
with pain of abortion, sponsored by
Project Rachel ministry to be held at
JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele. St.,
Denver. Registration required, call
303-715-3205.
Wednesdays beginning Nov. 4:
6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Silence and Action Retreat: led by
Sodalits of the Sodalitium Christianae
Vitae at St. Malo Retreat Center,
Allenspark, Colo. Call 303-715-3223.
Nov. 17 - 19

Catholic Talk Show: host Dr. Ray
Guarendi will speak at St. Joseph
Church, 300 W. Mountain Ave., Fort
Collins. The topic will be, “Back to
the Family.” Call 970-482-9054 for
free tickets.
Nov. 5: 8 p.m.
Apologist and Author: Mark Shea will
be speaking on “101 Reasons not to be
Catholic, but only One to be One” at
JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Sponsored by Office of Evangelization
and Catechesis. Details at 303-7153107.
Nov. 5: 7 p.m.

Singles Retreat: presented by
Archdiocesan Catholic Singles
Association at Church of the Risen
Christ, 3060 S. Monaco St., Denver.
Speaker will be Msgr. Kenneth Leone.
Cost is $5. Social hour followed by retreat and Mass. Call 303-517-4629 to
reserve your space.
Nov. 21: 12:30 p.m - 5 p.m.
Make Plans Now: for 2010 Living the
Catholic Faith Conference. Call 303715-3260 for more information.
Feb. 26 - 27
Save the Date: for Rocky Mountain
Catholic Men’s Conference at Holy
Apostles Church 4925 Carefree Circle

North, Colorado Springs. Call 303-7153160 for more information.
March 20, 2010
COURAGE: support for men and
women who have homosexual tendencies and desire to live a chaste
Christian life. Call Father Dan Norick,
720-434-2638.

PILGRIMAGE/TOUR
Travel: on pilgrimage to Basilica of
Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City
led by Bishop Joseph J. Madera,
M.Sp.S. Cost of all-inclusive trip begins at $1,299. Call 630-584-1822 for
details.
Feb. 25 - Mar. 2, 2010
Footsteps of St. Paul: pilgrimage to
Greece and Turkey with Bishop Samuel
Aquila of the Diocese of Fargo. Fournight Aegean cruise with stops in Crete,
Rhodes and Patmos included. Call 763420-1074 for more information.
March 8 - 21, 2010
Pilgrimage to Holy Land: with Father
Tomas Fraile. For more information on
this 14-day excursion, call 303-4801082.
Apr. 8 - 21, 2010
Holy Land Pilgrimage Tour: with
Father Ron Weissbeck. 14-day tour to
Jordan, Israel and Egypt. Call 970353-7500 for more information on this
tour.
May 4 - 17, 2010
Visit Austria and Germany: including a
stop in the home town of Pope
Benedict XVI during this 11-day pilgrimage led by Father Gabriel Weber,
O.S.M. Call 303-455-0447.
May 31 - June 10, 2010
Journey to View: Oberammergau
Passion Play, a moving presentation of
our Lord’s passion and death. Trip led
by Father Marc Mallick, pastor of
Sacred Heart of Mary Parish in
Boulder. Call 303-494-7572 for details.
June 24 - July 6, 2010
2010 Passion Play Tour: a nine-day excursion led by Father Timothy
Hjelstrom. Call 303-956-2737 for
more information.
June 28 - July 6, 2010
14-Day Fall Pilgrimage: to Israel,
Rome, Venice and Oberammergau
Passion Play. Trip led by Msgr. George
Schroeder. Call 480-264-4136 for details.
Sept. 11 - 24, 2010

SINGLES
Singles Dance: at St. Thomas More
Church, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. Cost $15 per person which
includes food, beverages and dancing.
No jeans allowed. Call 303-794-4432
for details.
Nov. 28: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
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Novel about the Crucifixion an exciting read
BY JULIE FILBY

If you could stop the crucifixion of Jesus, would you? Should
you?
Local author Claudia Cangilla
McAdam asks these questions in
her new book “Awakening”—a
fast-paced novel packed with
truth, tension and a touch of romance.
The book, geared toward
teenage and young adult readers, tells the story of Ronni, a
present-day American teenager
who wakes up in Jerusalem during the week of Jesus’ crucifixion. She realizes she knows
something no one else knows—
that Jesus will die soon—and
she tries to stop the crucifixion.
This is McAdam’s 12th book,
her first effort in the teen and
young adult market, and her
first work of historical fiction.
“I’d like to encourage readers
who have immersed themselves
in realistic fantasy (such as the
‘Twilight’ series for young

adults) to explore fantastic reality,” McAdam said. “There’s no
better story in my opinion, than
the Story—that of salvation history.”
A number of factors came together to inspire the book.
“For a long time I had these
characters running around in
my head,” McAdam said.
For years, as she attended the
Stations of the Cross and other
liturgies during Lent, scenes
from the suffering and death of
Jesus were acted out in her mind
by characters she imagined. At
the time, she was also a student
at the Denver Catholic Biblical
School.
“My study of Scripture was becoming more intense,” she said.
“I wanted to share some of the
things I’d learned by doing what I
do best—writing a story that
would rivet, inspire and inform.”
She continued her study of
Scripture and Catholic tradition
at Denver’s Augustine Institute,
where she is pursuing a master’s

degree in biblical theology.
Additional research included
studying maps of ancient
Jerusalem, investigating how
people lived during the time of
Jesus’ life and even visiting the
Holy Land.
“If you set characters in a real
location, you have to learn about
it so it comes across authentically
in your writing,” she said. “In historical fiction, it’s important to
get the physical details right because you’re creating situations
that very well could’ve occurred.”
McAdam and her publisher
discussed about 300 possible titles before settling on her original
choice of “Awakening.”
“Ronni wakes up in a different
place and time (5,000 miles away,
some 2,000 years earlier) so
there’s a physical awakening,”
she said. “Then because of what
she experiences the last three
days of Jesus’ earthly life, she undergoes a spiritual awakening.”
McAdam produced a study
guide to accompany the book, to
create a more in-depth opportunity for students, adults, youth
groups and book clubs to learn
from the book.
“My greatest desire is that the
book motivates individuals to

Schools
From Page 2
senior Jacqueline Meraz for her
plan of a shelter for battered
women, and senior Jose Madrid
for his plan to create a community
exercise gym that recycles customer energy. The winners are
now qualified to participate in next
year’s national Biz-Fest competition in Dallas, Texas.

Grade school teacher honored
Mary Ellen Hogan, a teacher at
Most Precious Blood School in
Denver, was recognized by the
2009 Boettcher Foundation

BOOK
Title: “Awakening”
Author: Claudia McAdam
Publisher: Sophia Institute
Press, $14.95
Watch the trailer:
www.youtube.com (search for
Claudia McAdam)
Read the first four chapters:
www.sophiainstitute.com
(search for “Awakening”)

BOOK COVER
study the Bible,” she said. “I hope
that readers will experience a
greater understanding of Christ’s
sacrifice and a richer appreciation for God’s love.”
McAdam,
who
attended
Catholic schools in the Denver
Archdiocese, has spent the last 30
years writing for magazines and
newspapers throughout the
country, in addition to authoring
books. She has won awards for
her children’s books and her latest picture book “Maria’s

Teacher Recognition Awards program. The program, created in
1992, enables the Boetcher
Foundation to extend their gratitude to educators who have dedicated themselves to providing the
youth of Colorado with an outstanding education. In addition
to a plaque, recipients of the
Teacher Recognition Award receive a $1,000 grant, which must
be used toward a special program
or project at their school.

Students receive personal
dictionaries
Thanks to the efforts and generosity of Lakewood Elks Lodge
1777, third-grade students at St.

Mysterious Mission” was a finalist for a Colorado Book Award. An
earlier book “The Christmas Tree
Cried” was a local bestseller.
McAdam, a parishioner at St.
Thomas More Church in
Centennial, is married with two
grown sons and one grandson.
“Awakening” ($14.95, Sophia
Institute Press) is available at
w w w. s o p h i a i n s t i t u t e. c o m ,
www.amazon.com and area
book stores. McAdam will do a
reading and book signing at the
Tattered Cover in Highlands
Ranch 7 p.m. Dec. 4; and book
signings at St. Thomas More Gift
Shop in Centennial 3:30 p.m.5:30 p.m. Dec. 5 and 8:30 a.m.12:30 p.m. Dec. 6. Visit
www.claudiamcadam.com for
more information.

Bernadette, Guardian Angels,
Our Lady of Fatima, Sts. Peter and
Paul, and St. Catherine of Siena
grade schools as well as Mount St.
Vincent Home were recently presented with their own personal
student dictionary. Teachers at
all schools received a copy as
well. The gifts were made possible through the Elks’ Dictionary
Project, which is designed to aid
all third-grade teachers in their
goal to see their students leave at
the end of the year as good writers, active readers and creative
thinkers. Elks’ spokeswoman
Venita Collier said it was rewarding to see the excitement, thankfulness and enthusiasm on the
face of the children. “We’ve received many fantastic and creative letters from the children,”
she said. “It’s touched my heart.”

Seven schools receive
SMART boards
Seven Catholic Schools are now
using SMART boards as part of
their regular classroom structure
as the result of a grant from the
Morgridge Family Foundation.
SMART boards, developed by
SMART Technologies, a worldwide leader in the development of
education technology, are interactive white boards teachers use to
help students in the learning
process. The boards are connected
to a computer and are touch-sensitive, allowing the teacher to manipulate the information being
presented. The schools now using
the SMART boards are St. Vincent
de Paul, St. Rose of Lima,
Annunciation, St. Pius X, St.
Bernadette, Good Shepherd and
Blessed Sacrament.

