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New monsignors receive papal honors
BY JOHN GLEASON
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Well-wishers
filled
the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception the
evening of Oct. 13 to witness the
conferral of papal honors on
eight priests of the Denver
Archdiocese who were named
monsignors in June by Pope
Benedict XVI.
The Solemn Evening Prayer
liturgy began with the eight monsignors processing in under the
watchful eye of a Knights of
Columbus honor guard. The
eight—Msgr. Robert Amundsen,
Msgr. David Croak, Msgr. Jorge
De los Santos, Msgr. Michael
Glenn, Msgr. Robert Kinkel, Msgr.
Kenneth Leone, Msgr. Peter
Quang Nguyen and Msgr.
Bernard Schmitz—were given the
rank “Chaplain to His Holiness.”
The liturgy included psalms
sung in English and Spanish and
the Magnificat chanted in Latin.
Liturgy
celebrant
was
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M Cap. Among the vested
clergy were Auxiliary Bishop
James D. Conley and Moderator
of the Curia Msgr. Thomas Fryar,
V.G. Denver priest Msgr. J.
Anthony McDaid, who is now a
department head in the
Congregation for the Clergy in
Vatican City, served as homilist.
Msgr. McDaid began his remarks by commenting on the
reading of St. Paul’s Letter to the
Colossians, which urges compassion, kindness, humility and patience.
“St. Paul reminds me about
giving thanks for the great goodness of God; the goodness that
each one of us has experienced

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

NEW MONSIGNORS pose with Bishop James Conley, front row second from left, and Archbishop
Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., front center, following the conferral of papal honors Oct. 13 at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception. The eight new monsignors are, front row from
left: Msgr. Kenneth Leone, Msgr. Peter Quang Nguyen, Msgr. Jorge De los Santos; second row from
left: Msgr. Bernard Schmitz, Msgr. David Croak, Msgr. Michael Glenn, Msgr. Robert Amundsen and
Msgr. Robert Kinkel.
in our lives,” he told the congregation. “It is in this spirit of expressing thanks and giving
honor that we participate in
tonight’s ceremony.”
Msgr. McDaid elicited laughter when he said he had considered doing a “This is Your Life”
for each of the men but couldn’t
as their years of service aren’t

FIFTY PLUS

finished yet.
“Today’s ceremony is merely
marking a milestone along the
way of a life dedicated to the service of God and his people,” he
said. “The Church honors you
with the title of Monsignor,
Chaplain to His Holiness, in
recognition of many years of dedicated service in the vineyard of

the Lord. Years marked by success, failures, pain, joy and quiet
moments of solitude.”
Following the homily, Bishop
Conley read the Letter of
Appointment from the Vatican
and presented the new monsignors to Archbishop Chaput and

See Monsignors, Page 13
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Died c. 876 / Feast - Oct. 22
According to tradition, this bishop was one of
many Irishmen who criss-crossed Europe in the
early Middle Ages. He arrived in Fiesole, Italy,
from Rome just as the see became vacant and
was tapped to become bishop. Supposedly he was
a teacher in service to the Frankish kings; there is
a record, from 850, of his giving a church and
hospice, St. Brigid’s at Piacenza, to the abbey founded by St. Columban
at Bobbio. Reportedly St. Andrew of Fiesole was his Irish traveling
companion, but there is no real evidence for Andrew’s existence. © 2007 CNS
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ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN

A priest’s priest: St. Damien

MOST REV.

BY TYLER EBERLE

CHARLES J. CHAPUT
O.F.M. CAP.

Choosing love over unlove
and courage over fear
This week’s column is excerpted from the archbishop’s comments to the Phoenix Catholic Physicians’ Guild, Oct. 16.
We’re witnessing a kind of schizophrenia in our culture’s
conscience. In Britain, the Guardian newspaper recently
ran an article lamenting the faultiness of some of the prenatal tests that screen for Down syndrome. Women who receive positive results, the article noted, often demand an
additional test, amniocentesis, which has a greater risk of
miscarriage. Doctors in the story complained about the
high number of false positives for Down syndrome. “The result of (these false positives) is that babies are dying completely unnecessarily,” one med school professor said. “It’s
scandalous and disgraceful … and causing the death of normal babies.”
Those words sound almost humane—until we realize
that, at least for the med school professor, killing “abnormal” babies like those with Down syndrome is perfectly acceptable.
In practice, medical professionals can now steer an expectant mother toward abortion simply by hinting at a list
of the child’s possible defects. And the most debased thing
about that kind of pressure is that doctors know better than
anyone else how vulnerable a woman can be in hearing potentially tragic news about her unborn baby.
I’m not suggesting that doctors should hold back vital
knowledge from parents. Nor should they paint an implausibly upbeat picture of life with a child who has a disability.
Facts and resources are crucial in helping adult persons prepare themselves for difficult challenges. But doctors, genetic
counselors, and med school professors should have on
staff—or at least on speed dial—experts of a different sort.
Parents of children with special needs, special education
teachers and therapists, and pediatricians who have treated
children with disabilities often have a hugely life-affirming
perspective. Unlike prenatal caregivers, these professionals
have direct knowledge of persons with special needs. They
know their potential. They’ve seen their accomplishments.
They can testify to the benefits—often miraculous—of
parental love and faith. Expectant parents deserve to know
that a child with Down syndrome can love, laugh, learn,
work, feel hope and excitement, make friends, and create
joy for others. These things are beautiful precisely because
they transcend what we expect. They witness to the truth
that every child with special needs has a value that matters
eternally.
Raising a child with Down syndrome can be hard. Parents
grow up very fast. None of my friends who has a daughter
or son with a serious disability is melodramatic, or self-conscious, or even especially pious about it. They speak about
their special child with an unsentimental realism. It’s a realism flowing out of love—real love, the kind that courses its
way through fear and suffering to a decision, finally, to surround the child with their heart and trust in the goodness of
God. And that decision to trust, of course, demands not just
real love, but also real courage.
The real choice in accepting or rejecting a child with special needs is never between some imaginary perfection or
imperfection. None of us is perfect. No child is perfect.
The real choice in accepting or rejecting a child with special
needs is between love and unlove; between courage and
cowardice; between trust and fear. That’s the choice we face
when it happens in our personal experience. And that’s the
choice we face as a society in deciding which human lives
we will treat as valuable, and which we will not.
The full text of the archbishop’s comments can be found at
www.archden.org.

“We lepers.” These are the words
that began a journey.
These are
the
words
that brought
me to St.
Peter’s Square
on the morning of Oct. 11
with
some
40,000 other
TYLER EBERLE pilgrims to
witness the canonization of the
Church’s five newest saints: Jeanne
Jugan,
Zygmunt
Szcezesny
Felinski, Francisco Coll Guitart,
Rafael Arnaiz Baron and Damien
of Molokai.
Six years ago my devotion began
for Father Damien. At that time I
had no idea what an impact that
devotion would have in my life. I
first heard his words, “We lepers,”
while watching the movie
“Molokai: The Story of Father
Damien” (1999).
This was the first time I had ever
heard of then-Blessed Damien,
but his story meant a lot to me.
The only thing I knew then was
that here was a priest with a profound love for the priesthood in all
that it meant. I had just begun
thinking about joining the seminary at that time, and in Father
Damien I saw a priest who had a
profound love for his people.
“I am happy and content,”
Father Damien once said of his
work among the lepers. “And if I
were given the choice of leaving
here in order to be cured, I would
answer without hesitation: ‘I’ll remain here with my lepers—as long
as I live.’”
He didn’t care what the rest of
the world thought of them.
Instead, he cared for them as
human beings, even if that meant
he, too, would be secluded on that
island in Hawaii. He was the first
saint that I felt I knew as more than
just a name, and over the next two
years I asked Father Damien for his
intercession in my life as I made
the decision to enter seminary.
These words of St. Damien would
continue to make an impression
on me that would grow over the
next six years.
Ever since my devotion to Father
Damien began, I thought it would
be an amazing experience to be
there at his canonization. I eagerly
looked for the day it would be announced. Never, though, did I
think that I would actually have
the chance to be there in St. Peter’s
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A TAPESTRY depicting St. Damien de Veuster hangs from the facade of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican Oct. 11 during the
saint’s canonization.
Square for the event. That was
only a dream I thought to myself,
and it seemed like something that
was out of my grasp.
But then, last February it was announced that the canonization
was to be on Oct. 11 and I began to
believe that maybe I could make it
there. With motivation from another seminarian I started looking
into what it would take for me to
be able to go. Through all of that, I
came to learn that I was right in
thinking such a trip was out of my
own grasp—but for God it was not.
Through the intercession of Father
Damien and God’s infinite love I
was able to get a plane ticket, and
then a ticket to the canonization.
I gratefully (if a bit dizzily) found
myself in Rome on the weekend of
the canonization. I arrived at St.
Peter’s Square 30 minutes before
they opened things up for people
to start sitting, and I quickly
learned the truth about lines in
Italy: they don’t exist. I finally got
to my seat about an hour later, an
hour and a half before the Mass
began.
Sitting there in St. Peter’s Square,
things really started to sink in as I
realized that God had brought me
here to sit in front of St. Peter’s
Basilica, able to look up and see

the banners of all the soon to be
new saints, and to realize that this
journey that started six years ago
when I had first heard about
Father Damien was now not ending but continuing anew with his
canonization.
The pope officially canonized
the saints at the beginning of the
Mass. Each saint was mentioned
and part of their life was read.
Even though I did not understand
everything, since it was in Latin,
there was a great joy that came
over me as I realized what a
blessed day this was in the life of
the Church. When St. Damien was
mentioned and he was officially
canonized, I was filled with an inexpressible joy. It was a moment I
know I will never forget.
Most people don’t get to see
their patrons canonized because
they have already been declared
saints. I consider myself truly
blessed and honored that God and
St. Damien invited me to be present there for this great event of joy
for the Church.
St. Damien of Molokai, pray for
us!
Tyler Eberle is a seminarian attending
St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary.
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Sanctifying our priests through prayer
BY AUXILIARY BISHOP JAMES
D. CONLEY

In his July 16 letter proclaiming
a “Year for Priests” to honor the
Cure of Ars, Pope Benedict XVI
wrote that the effort was “meant
to deepen the commitment of all
priests to interior renewal for the
sake of a stronger and more incisive witness to the Gospel in
today’s world.” The priest must
be above all a man of prayer. This
Year for Priests gives all priests an
opportunity to recommit themselves to their vocation.
In the Archdiocese of Denver we
offer a program of daily prayer for
our priests through our Year For
Priests Daily Prayer Calendar.
We’ve also distributed thousands
of holy cards with the image of St.
John Mary Vianney and a prayer

for priests, which is prayed at Mass cle?—the priest. Who welcomed
and in homes. Many Catholic your soul at the beginning of your
schools have presented “spiritual life? Who feeds your soul and gives
bouquets” and promises of it strength for its journey?—the
priest. Who will prepare
prayers to our priests.
your soul to appear beThese are wonderful
fore God bathing it one
gifts.
last time in the blood of
This Sunday, Oct. 25, is
Jesus Christ?—the priest,
“National
Priesthood
always the priest.” This
Sunday,” a day set aside
Sunday would be an exto affirm the vital role of
cellent occasion to offer a
the Catholic priesthood
prayer of gratitude for
in the United States, and
the ministry of all our
to thank our priests for
AUXILIARY
their sacramental serv- BISHOP JAMES priests as they lead and
serve our people.
ice. Priesthood Sunday is
D. CONLEY
Along with public lecpromoted by the USA
Council of Serra International, a tures and conferences to celegroup of men and women whose brate the “Year for Priests” (the
mission is to foster vocations to first public lecture will take place
the priesthood and religious life. this evening, Oct. 21) several upSt. John Mary Vianney once wrote: coming spiritual initiatives are
“Who put the Lord in the taberna- worth noting. The first is a series

New bishop named for Pueblo
WASHINGTON—Pope Benedict
XVI has accepted the resignation
of Bishop Arthur N. Tafoya, 76, and
has named a new bishop for the
Diocese of Pueblo, Colo.
He named Father Fernando
Isern, a priest of the Miami
Archdiocese, to succeed Bishop
Tafoya as bishop of Pueblo.
The changes were announced in
Washington Oct. 15 by Archbishop
Pietro Sambi, apostolic nuncio to
the United States.
“Bishop-elect Fernando Isern is
new to the Rocky Mountain west,
but he comes with the enthusiastic
support of the many laypeople
and bishops, in Florida and elsewhere, who know the excellent
quality of his priestly service,”
Denver prelates Archbishop
Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., and
Auxiliary Bishop James Conley
said in a joint statement. “He has
an outstanding record of leadership as a pastor, a devotion to

Benedict XVI has called this
Year for Priests not simply to celebrate the gift of the priesthood
or to honor the many great
priests we all know in our lives.
He has called this special year of
grace to pray for priests. We all
want our priests to be holy. What
better way to ensure that we have
holy priests than to spend an
hour in prayer, with them and for
them, before our Lord in the Holy
Eucharist.
A priest is not his own. He depends on Jesus Christ. He draws
strength for his mission from the
love of his people. He is ordained
for service to the faithful. In the
words of St. John Mary Vianney:
“The priest is not a priest for himself; he does not give himself absolution; he does not administer
the sacraments to himself. He is
not for himself, he is for you.” We
can best honor the gift of every
priest’s life by remembering our
priests in prayer.

Pope names Indianapolis
pastor bishop of Cheyenne
the
Archdiocese
of
W A S H I N G T O N — P o p e for
Benedict XVI named Father Paul Indianapolis in 1992. He holds
bachelor and licentiate
D. Etienne, 50, pastor of
of theology degrees
St. Paul Church in Tell
from the Gregorian
City, Ind., as bishop of
University, Rome.
Cheyenne, Wyo.
Assignments after orPublication of the apdination included paspointment was antorships at parishes; asnounced
in
sociate director of vocaWashington, Oct. 19, by
tions, 1993; graduate
Archbishop
Pietro
studies in Rome, 1994;
Sambi, apostolic nunFATHER
archdiocesan director
cio to the United States.
Bishop-elect Etienne PAUL ETIENNE of vocations, 1995succeeds Bishop David L. 1998; vice rector, Bishop Simon
College
Seminary,
Ricken, who was named Bishop Bruté
Indianapolis, 2008-present.
of Green Bay, Wis., July 9, 2008.
The Cheyenne Diocese comPaul Etienne was born June 15,
1959, in Tell City. He graduated prises the state of Wyoming and
from Tell City High School and Yellowstone National Park and
the University of St. Thomas, in includes 97,548 square miles.
St. Paul, Minn., where he earned The total population of the dioa bachelor’s degree in business. cese is estimated at 515,000 peoHe attended North American ple, with 52,397, or 10 percent,
College, Rome, and was ordained of them Catholic.

B

BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

born Sept. 22, 1958, in Havana. He
was ordained a priest for the
Miami Archdiocese in 1993. He
has a bachelor’s degree from
prison ministry and advocacy for Florida International University,
the unborn child and the poor, Miami. He attended St. John
strong personal roots in the Latino Vianney College Seminary there
community, and a demonstrated and St. Vincent de Paul Regional
ability to work with persons of
Seminary in Boynton
many different ethnic
Beach, Fla.
and social backgrounds.
Since his ordination he
“Bishop Arthur Tafoya
has had several parish ashas served the Church in
signments. Since 2003 he
the Diocese of Pueblo in
has been pastor of Our
a distinguished way for
Lady of Lourdes in
many years,” the stateMiami.
ment notes. “He will be
Bishop Tafoya has
greatly missed as a brothheaded the Pueblo
er and leader as he beFATHER
Diocese since 1980. He
gins a well-earned retire- FERNANDO ISERN was ordained a priest for
ment. But he can take joy and con- the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, N.M.,
fidence—as we do—in the charac- in 1962.
ter of the man who now takes up
On the national level, Bishop
his duties.”
Tafoya has served on several bishBishop-designate Isern will be ops’ committees, including the
ordained a bishop and installed as Administrative Committee and
head of the Pueblo Diocese Dec. what is now called the Committee
10. Because he succeeds another on Clergy, Consecrated Life and
Hispanic bishop who retired, the Vocations. He has been a member
number of active Hispanic bishops of the National Advisory Council
in the U.S. remains at 27.
See Bishop, Page 6
Bishop-designate Isern was

of seven special Holy Hours
around the archdiocese. These
Holy Hours will all follow the
same format. Priests will gather
for a fraternal meal with the archbishop and myself at 5:30 p.m.,
followed by a public Holy Hour at
7 p.m. We encourage all of the
faithful in the local area to come
and pray with and for their
priests. The first Holy Hour will
be in the Boulder/Fort Collins region. It will take place at 7 p.m.
on Monday, Dec. 14 at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Church in
Fort Collins.
The second initiative is a series
of pro-life prayer vigils on the first
Saturdays of every month, beginning on Nov. 7, at the Planned
Parenthood abortion facility in
Denver. Organized by the Respect
Life Office, the prayer vigils are
scheduled according to deanery. I
urge you to join your priests and
the lay faithful to witness on behalf
of unborn children.

‘YEAR FOR PRIESTS’ DAILY PRAYER CALENDAR
Prayer calendar and other resources can be found at www.archden.org/yearforpriests

Please pray for the following priests on the indicated days,
in honor of the Year for Priests:
WEDNESDAY

21

OCT.

THURSDAY

22

FRIDAY

23

If interested in sponsoring the Year for Priests daily prayer calendar, please send
an e-mail with contact information to chad.andrzejewski@archden.org

SATURDAY

24

SUNDAY

25

MONDAY

26

TUESDAY

27

FR. JAMES
CRISMAN

FR. JAMES E.
FOX

FR. JAMES
KANE

FR. JAMES
CUNEO

FR. JAMES
JACKSON

FR. JAMES
KLEINER

FR. JAMES
MORENO

Ordination: 6-9-01

Ordination: 12-14-74

Ordination: 6-2-51

Ordination: 5-25-63

Ordination: 5-18-85

Ordination: 6-4-67

Ordination: 6-5-76
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL
Norwegian sanctimony, global folly
The Norwegian Nobel Committee looked in the mirror, saw the
president of the United States, and awarded the 2009 Nobel Peace
Prize to Barack Obama. One is tempted to vary Rainer Maria Rilke
(“Love consists in this, that two solitudes protect and touch and
greet each other”) and suggest that this was the meeting of two
narcissisms. But that, as the late Richard Milhous Nixon might
have said, would be wrong. The Norwegian Nobel Committee is
sufficiently enamored of its own moral superiority to ascribe its
self-regarding virtues to any nominee it wishes—particularly one
who will help it flog the political corpse of George W. Bush (see
“Gore, Al” and “Carter, Jimmy”).
The astonishing announcement of the Peace Prize—which surprised the president and may have caused him a moment’s embarrassment—was a matter of the Scandinavian left projecting
what it regards as its superior political morality onto the man
who promised “change” and “hope” without specifying the content of either. Still, it seems reasonably clear what the Norwegians
imagine that content to be.
The world of the Norwegian Nobel Committee is one which
conflict is born from misunderstanding rather than from a clash
of interests; thus diplomacy is a therapeutic exercise in which
soothing words make for peace. The notion that “peace” might
have something to do with creating structures by which conflict is
resolved politically—which informed the award of the Peace Prize
to George C. Marshall, Nelson Mandela, and Frederik Willem de
Klerk—is missing from the Norwegians’ view of the world these
days (unless, that is, they’re giving their award to a failed multilateral institution like the International Atomic Energy Agency).
Once upon a time, the Norwegian Nobel Committee also understood the linkage between human rights and peace; hence the
award of the Nobel Peace Prize to heroes like Andrei Sakharov
and Lech Walesa, who resisted the communist colossus with the
power of moral truth. But that commitment to human rights
seems to have become a thing of the past, too. Did the
Norwegians know that, a few days before this year’s prize was announced, their 2009 awardee had stiffed their 1989 awardee, the
Dalai Lama, declining to receive the nonviolent Tibetan leader at
the White House for fear of aggravating a Chinese government
that proclaims “human rights” a western imperialist imposition?
Would it have mattered if they did?
The Norwegian Nobel Committee imagines that the president
shares its worldview and, as one of its members said, it wanted to
encourage Obama on his chosen path. But what if the path of
“hope” and “change” turns out to be a snare and a delusion, because those to be appeased are unappeasable? Suppose the path
the Norwegian Nobel Committee wishes the president to follow
leads to a revival of al-Qaeda terrorism and a nuclear-armed Iran?
What if diplomacy-as-therapy leads, not only to a nuclear armed
Iran, but to a nuclear-armed Egypt, a nuclear-armed Saudi
Arabia, nuclear-armed Gulf states—and a devastating nuclear war
in the Middle East? Is that the path of moral rectitude and political wisdom? What will the Norwegian Nobel Committee see when
it looks in the mirror the day after Tel Aviv, or Jerusalem, or
Tehran, or Mecca, or Cairo, or Riyadh (or all of the above) is a
smoldering, radioactive ruin?
The president has a golden opportunity to do something about
this dangerous and willful Euro-naivete when he accepts the 2009
Nobel Peace Prize in December. He could accept it in the name of a
United States committed to global leadership of the sort that saved
Europe from its follies three times in the 20th century. He could use
the global bully pulpit to tell President Ahmadinejad and the mullahs of Iran that their vicious regime will not be permitted to acquire
a nuclear weapons capability. He could call on the Chinese government, and tinpot dictators like Venezuela’s Hugo Chavez, to recognize that there is no peace without human rights.
If he does, the Norwegian Nobel Committee may well faint en
masse; but the president will have taken a giant step toward earning his Peace Prize.
CORRECTION: A previous column referred to the “Franciscan
Friars of the Atonement” rather than the Franciscan Friars of the
Renewal. My apologies.

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Oct. 25: 30th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Jeremiah 31:7-9
• Psalm 126:1-6
• Hebrews 5:1-6
• Mark 10:46-52
Overview: The theme of journeying is the thread that links this
week’s readings together. In the
first reading, Jeremiah consoles
his fellow exiles with the hope that
their Babylonian captivity is
about to end. Soon, they will return to the Promised Land. Psalm
126 celebrates the return from
exile: banished from Judah and
driven away in tears the exiles return, their “mouths filled with
laughter.” The return from exile
prefigures that day when all of
God’s children, the whole human
family, will be reunited with God
and one another in Christ. In the
second reading, Jesus is described
as high priest who has been “glo-

rified” (raised up to heaven)
through what he suffered. As a
man, he can sympathize with our
weaknesses. As glorified high
priest, he has opened the gates of
heaven and shows us the way.
The blind man in this week’s
Gospel was a mere “nobody” to
most people. Even the disciples
tried to deny his worth by telling
him to be quiet. But Christ dignified his humanity so that he who
was “nobody” is now remembered by name: “Bartimaeus,” a
name which means “precious,”
“valuable,” “esteemed.” Where
most people saw a worthless,
blind beggar, Jesus saw a child of
God: a person of infinite value
and worth made in the image and
likeness of God. His dignity
(“sight”) restored, he was able to
join the throng of disciples in following Jesus “on the way.”
Key verse: “I will gather them
from the ends of the world, with
the blind and the lame in their
midst, the mothers and those
with child; they shall return as an
immense throng” (Jer 31:8).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “The universe was created ‘in a state of journeying’ (in
statu viae) toward an ultimate

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Tax break reminder
The “Cash for Clunkers” program for new cars may have
ended, but the Internal Revenue
Service wants to remind taxpayers that many people might
overlook another special break
available. If you buy a new vehicle this year, there’s a special
federal tax deduction available
that can help you save money, in
some cases hundreds of dollars.
This tax break will allow people
who buy a new vehicle in 2009
to deduct the sales and excise
taxes they pay when they file
their tax return next year. The
tax deduction is available on the
2009 federal tax return even for
those who claim the standard
deduction.
The deduction is part of the

American
Recovery
and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 and
applies to taxes paid on up to
$49,500 of the purchase price for
qualified new cars, light trucks,
motorcycles or motor homes.
Generally, vehicles weighing
8,500 pounds or less qualify.
This means that most new cars
and many new trucks will qualify. New motor homes qualify regardless of weight.
Buyers are entitled to a partial
deduction if they earn between
$125,000
and
$135,000
($250,000 and $260,000 for joint
filers). The deduction is eliminated for those who earn over
these amounts.
To qualify the vehicle must be
new and purchased in 2009 after
Feb. 16 and no later than Dec.
31. There is still time left but the
clock is ticking. More informa-

perfection yet to be attained, to
which God has destined it. The
witness of Scripture is unanimous that the solicitude of divine
providence is concrete and immediate; God cares for all, from
the least things to the great events
of the world and its history” (Nos.
302-303).
Pope Benedict XVI: “In the
human being, heaven and earth
touch one another. In the human
being God enters into his creation; the human being is directly
related to God” (“In the
Beginning”).
Application: This week’s readings emphasize the fact that God
cares for everyone, from the least
to greatest. He wants to lead
everyone to heaven. In a world
that values people only in terms
of their utility, this message is
both timely and significant—and
radical. The inherent worth of
every person no matter how disfigured, disabled or “useless” they
might seem, is central to our
faith. As Catholics we have a duty
to respect and defend the dignity
of every human life for we’re all,
in a sense, “blind beggars”
touched by God: fellow pilgrims
on our way to heaven.
tion is available at www.IRS.gov/
recovery.
Terry L. Lemons
Director of Communications
Internal Revenue Service

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number. We
rely on our readers to recognize that the
opinions expressed in letters to the
editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Letters containing plainly
misstated facts, misinformation or
libelous statements will not be printed.
Unsigned letters will not be printed.
Letters will be edited. Send letters to:
Editor, Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 or fax to
303-715-2045. E-mail us at:
editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Oct. 23: 2009 Brown Robe Benefit, Capuchin Province of Mid-America, Grand Hyatt, Denver (6 p.m.)
Oct. 24: Mass and opening remarks, Gospel of Life Conference, Christ the King Parish, Denver (8 a.m.); Mass, Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (4:30 p.m.); Cathedral Fundraising Dinner, Grand Hyatt, Denver (6 p.m.)
Oct. 25: Mass, celebration of the canonization of St. Jeanne Jugan, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (2:30 p.m.); Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
Oct. 26: Archdiocesan Finance Council meeting, JPII Center (8:30 a.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Oct. 21: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Year for Priests public lecture “The Cure d’Ars and the Priesthood”
by Father George Rutler, Bonfils Hall, JPII Center (7 p.m.)
Oct. 22: Mass for seminarians and faculty, Christ the King Chapel, JPII Center (12:10 p.m.)
Oct. 24: Opening Mass for Gospel of Life Conference, Christ the King Parish, Denver (8 a.m.); Cathedral
Fundraising Dinner, Grand Hyatt, Denver (6 p.m.)
Oct. 25: Mass followed by talk on Priesthood Sunday, Our Lady of the Valley Parish, Windsor (10 a.m.); Mass, celebration of the canonization of St. Jeanne Jugan, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (2:30 p.m.)
Oct. 26: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Archdiocesan Finance Council meeting, JPII Center (8:30 a.m.)
Oct. 27: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Mass followed by Q&A with students, Blessed John XXIII University
Center, Fort Collins (5:15 p.m.)
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THE CATEQUIZ’EM
St. Claret worked for a time
at what center of
Catholicism?

6. Back home he led many missions. Rather
surprisingly the attitude of these folks was
often hostile:
a. The Muslim governors;
b. The local clergy and gentry;
c. The Crpyto-Jews.
7. He, nevertheless founded this order:
a. The Whahabi White Fathers;

BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
In October the Church remembers St.
Anthony Mary Claret. This quiz looks at
his life.
1. Claret lived and died in this century, one of
the most difficult for the Catholic Church:
a. 17th;
b. 18th;
c. 19th.
2. Despite a name that conjures up images of
French wine he was from:
a. Italy;
b. Catalonia, Spain;

b. The Missionary Sons of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary;
c. The Green Army of the Messiah.
8. He went off to be bishop in this nation,
now one of the last strongholds of communism and anti-Catholicism in the Americas:
a. Bolivia;
b. Trinidad;
c. Cuba.
9. According to historians, his reforming zeal
led these, not exactly the desired outcome:
a. There were multiple assassination attempts;

c. Portugal.

b. The population increasingly turned to
Santeria;

3. Anthony Claret had humble beginnings; his
father was involved in this trade which he
also learned:

c. The clergy began to emigrate back to
Europe.

b. Soldiering;
c. Dueling.
4. Claret was drawn to religious life and was
ordained, but his stay with this order was not
a success:
a. The Augustinians;
b. The Templars;
c. The Jesuits.
5. He worked for a time at this center of
Catholicism:
a. Rome;
b. Constantinople;
c. Avignon.

10. He was recalled and became confessor to:
a. Queen Isabella II of Spain;
b. Juana la Loca;
c. Charlotte, wife of Maximillian of Hapsburg
(executed Emperor of Mexico).
11. He separated from her service over what
political issue with ecclesial overtones:
a. Her recognition of a secular Italian government which defied the papacy;
b. Her insanity, which made her behave wildly
at Mass thus diminishing the Church’s role;
c. Her support for the forces of Juarez who
had anti-clerical leanings.
Answers: 1.c, 2.b, 3.a, 4.c, 5.a, 6.b, 7.b, 8.c,
9.a, 10.a, 11.a

a. Weaving;
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USCCB officials say problems remain in committee-passed health bill
BY NANCY FRAZIER O’BRIEN

WASHINGTON
(CNS)—
Echoing an earlier letter to members of Congress from three bishops, officials of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops
expressed disappointment Oct. 14
that
the
Senate
Finance
Committee passed its version of
health reform legislation without
resolving problems related to
abortion funding, conscience
rights, affordability and legal immigrants.
The health reform plan pro-

posed by Sen. Max Baucus, DMont., called America’s Healthy
Future Act of 2009, passed the
Finance Committee Oct. 13 in a
14-9 vote, becoming the fifth version to be approved by a congressional committee this year.
The USCCB officials repeated
the bishops’ statement in an Oct. 8
letter that they would be forced to
oppose the final health care reform bill if it does not resolve problems in several key areas.
Specifically, they all said the final
plan must include policies against
abortion funding and in support of

conscience rights; make health
care “affordable and available to
the poor and vulnerable”; and
meet the needs of legal immigrants and their families.
The letter was signed by Bishop
William F. Murphy of Rockville
Centre, N.Y., Cardinal Justin Rigali
of Philadelphia and Bishop John C.
Wester of Salt Lake City, who chair
the USCCB committees on
Domestic Justice and Human
Development, Pro-Life Activities
and Migration, respectively.
Kathy Saile, director of the
USCCB Office of Domestic Social
Development, said after the committee vote that she remained
hopeful that “problematic provisions” in the various health reform
proposals, particularly the Baucus
bill, “can be worked out.”
“But time is running short and if
the provisions are not fixed, the
bishops have been clear that they
will have no choice but to oppose a
final bill,” she added.
“The stated purpose of pursuing
health care reform was to provide
those without health care coverage
access to quality and affordable
health care,” Saile said. “There is
real doubt that this bill will achieve
that goal.”
Kevin Appleby, USCCB director
of migration and refugee policy,
said the Baucus bill also “falls well
short” of the stated goal of health
reform to “reduce significantly the
number of uninsured.”
“As passed out of the Finance
Committee, millions of legal immigrants and their families would
be left outside the system, dependent on emergency rooms for

their primary care,” he added.
Richard Doerflinger, associate
director of the USCCB Secretariat
of Pro-Life Activities, said none of
the committee-passed health reform plans “is consistent with
long-standing and widely supported federal policies on abortion
and conscience rights.”
“Contrary to recent misleading
comments from some sources,
this (Baucus bill) and other health
care reform bills appropriate their
own funds outside the scope of the
annual Labor/HHS appropriations bills, and so are not covered
by the Hyde amendment that prevents those bills from funding
abortion coverage,” he added.
“This legislation needs its own
provision against such funding.”
White House spokesman Robert
Gibbs said at press briefings Oct. 7
and 9 that “there’s a law that precludes the use of federal funds for
abortion that isn’t going to be
changed in these health care bills.”
Although he did not name it,
Gibbs apparently was referring to
the Hyde amendment. Enacted
into law in various forms since
1976 as an amendment to appropriations bills for the Department
of Health and Human Services, it
prohibits federal funding of abortions except in cases of rape, incest
and danger to the mother’s life.
Asked specifically about the
Hyde amendment, Gibbs said,
“Again, I think that law is exceedingly clear.”
But the Hyde amendment must
be passed each year and does not
cover spending outside the
purview of HHS. Pro-life organiza-

tions and individuals have said
that, without specific wording prohibiting it, health care legislation
could open the door to use of taxpayer money for abortions.
FactCheck.org, a nonpartisan
project of the Annenberg Public
Policy Center of the University of
Pennsylvania, said that although
the health reform bills currently
before Congress “don’t require
federal money to be used for supporting abortion coverage,” they
“would allow a new ‘public’ insurance plan to cover abortions,
despite language added to the
House bill that technically forbids using public funds to pay for
them.”
In the House, an amendment
introduced by Rep. Lois Capps,
D-Calif., and approved by the
House Energy and Commerce
Committee includes a ban on the
use of public money to pay for
abortions, except in cases of rape,
incest and danger to the life of
the mother.
“That would still allow the public plan to cover all abortions, so
long as the plans took in enough
private money in the form of premiums paid by individuals or their
employers,” said FactCheck.org.
“The Capps language also would
allow private plans purchased with
federal subsidies ... to cover abortion.”
Praising the Senate Finance
Committee’s action Oct. 13,
President Barack Obama made no
reference to abortion but said
there are “still significant details
and disagreements to be worked
out over the next several weeks.”

Bishop

spirit” and will be a pastor to the
people there. He said that in the
phone call he received from
Archbishop Sambi about his appointment, he could hear “the
voice of the Holy Spirit. It is in the
power of that Spirit that you place
all your trust.”
Miami Archbishop John C.
Favalora described the newly ap-

pointed bishop as a priest “who
has won the respect of the clergy,
religious and laity of Miami as he
has demonstrated his good priestly leadership in all of his pastoral
assignments.”
The Pueblo Diocese covers
48,155 square miles. The total population of the area is estimated at
621,000; Catholics number 96,904,
or 16 percent.
“I congratulate Rev. Fernando
Isern as the newly appointed bishop of Pueblo,” Bishop Tafoya said
in a statement. “It has been my
great privilege to have served the
people of the diocese for the past
29 years. I am grateful to the Holy
Father for the opportunity to now
retire.
“I am renewed and hopeful,” he
added, “that the beloved people of
our Diocese of Pueblo will embrace Father Isern and continue
their spiritual journey under his
care.”
In other appointments announced Oct. 15, the pope named
Father Paul Sirba, a priest of the
Archdiocese of St. Paul and
Minneapolis, to head the Duluth
Diocese. The pontiff also named
Msgr. Robert C. Evans, a
Providence, R.I., diocesan priest, to
be auxiliary bishop of the
Providence Diocese.
The Denver Catholic Register
contributed to this report.

From Page 3
and has been on the board of the
Catholic Campaign for Human
Development.
In Florida, Bishop-designate
Isern said he will “embrace” his
new diocese “with a missionary
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The difference is the difference
This is the fourth column in a
six-part series marking Respect
Life Month.
BY REV. J. BRIAN
BRANSFIELD, S.T.D.

The marriage of one man and
one woman is the most recognized institution in time and
space.
The natural relation, man to
woman and woman to man, that
is made possible by sexual difference has always been the essential base for the permanent, faithful, fruitful bond between one
man and one woman. This is recognized as the truth revealed by
God which is handed on through
Scripture and tradition. But this is
also clearly recognized as the
classical truth of natural reason:
Marriage is not only a sacred institution; it is also a time-honored institution as recognized in
the traditional understanding of
marriage as the permanent
union of one man and one
woman. This understanding of
marriage is today under relentless attack from the attempt to redefine marriage to include samesex unions, and thus exclude the
essential meaning of sexual difference from marriage.
The attack we face today is
based in the crisis of the identity
of the human person inherited
from yesterday. A misunderstanding of the nature of the
human person has been advancing for centuries in prestigious
universities and in seemingly
mundane sociological trends.
The Industrial Revolution of
the late 1800s, while positive in
many ways, also had detrimental
effects. Before the Industrial
Revolution all economies were
local. In the agrarian or mercantile society, the father was always
relatively close to home, and the
children interacted with their father regularly throughout the day.
In such a setting the person was
understood in terms of the relation to his or her family. The industrial society dragged the father away from the home to the
factory. The long hours and demanding schedule led to a conception of the person as one who
produced, acquired and consumed things.
Sixty years later, the Sexual
Revolution again changed the
notion of the person. Ironically,
women sought liberation in taking the exact same route men had
taken only a few short years:
Away from the home. This move
was not any more liberating for
women than it was for men.
Many women now find themselves struggling to balance a fulltime career with the full-time demands of raising a family.
With the advent of so called freelove, the pornography industry,
the contraceptive pill and no-fault
divorce, the Sexual Revolution
separated marriage from sexuality,

and sexuality from love. The
human person was understood as
someone whose meaning came
not just from acquiring things, but
from
acquiring
pleasure.
Commitment, especially that of
marriage, was seen as the enemy
of pleasure.
Forty years after the Sexual
Revolution along came the
Technological Revolution. With
computers, cell phones, iPods, and
instant messaging, the notion of
personal identity again changed.
Now, being a person meant not
only that one acquired pleasure,
but that one did so quickly.
To sum up, the Industrial,
Sexual, and Technological revolutions altered the popular understanding of identity of the human
person. Instead of being grounded in marriage and family, the
person’s identity is grounded in
acquiring pleasure quickly. One
result is the popular misconception that the human person consists simply of “consciousness”: A
person is his or her internal, individual, subjective, rational and
emotional consciousness. The
emphasis on the inner psyche
has led to a de-emphasis of the
meaning of the body: the body is
dismissed as an incidental and
unimportant reality which surrounds the real self. The fact that
human nature includes either
male or female persons is
deemed unimportant, and is
even a restriction to be overcome.
The crisis we face today has
deep roots. Abortion, divorce, euthanasia, human embryonic
stem-cell research, fatherlessness
and same-sex “unions” all
emerge out of the notion that
being a person means acquiring
pleasure quickly. This distortion
of what it is to be human is tragic
and devastating for individuals
and society.
The classical sense of the
human person, developed from
natural reason and Divine
Revelation, is very different. The
human person is a union of body

and soul. The body is part of the
full and complete personal reality
of the human being. When a man
and a woman enter marriage
they are entering something that
is far more than a relationship between two individuals.
Husband and wife transform
the ordinary tasks of life by making a unique gift of self one to another. There is one irreplaceable
act that marks marriage out as an
utterly unique relationship. This
act brings all of the routine tasks
of shared life to a new level.
Husband and wife in marriage
make a total and complete gift of
self in love, which culminates in
the two-in-one flesh union, an
utterly unique action. Husband
and wife take everything they are
and make a gift of self in and
through the full reality of their
bodies one to another in an act of
love: the conjugal act.
The love husband and wife express in the conjugal act leads
them to become a gift of self on
every level of their being, including the physical and sexual. Such
a gift is, of its very nature, permanent, faithful, and open to life.
This act reveals the profound
meaning of the body, sexuality

and sexual difference. The basic
biological and physiological realities are integral to the personal
identity of man and woman.
Sexual difference establishes an
openness and mutual receptivity
between persons of the opposite
sex which allows them to truly
become one on every level of
their being in the marital act. This

openness is simply not present
for persons of the same sex.
Sexual acts between persons of
the same sex can never form a
true union of persons.
Many of us know people who
experience same-sex attraction.
We know the confusion and pain
so often experienced by those who

See Bransfield, Page 11
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American Papist blogger outlines U.S.
bishops’ principles for health care reform
BY DANIELLE YUTHAS

ed upfront that he opposes the current
health care legislation because it is a “bad
Theology on Tap welcomed Thomas execution of a good idea.”
Peters, blogger for American Papist: Not
The blogger aims to defend fundamenYour Average Catholic! (www.americanpa- tal human good in the political sphere, inpist.com) to speak on the Catholic per- cluding topics of traditional marriage and
spective of health care reform at Braun’s protection of human life.
Bar and Grill at 1055 Auraria Parkway on
Peters outlined the four principles the
Friday, Oct. 9.
U.S. Catholic bishops value in a health care
There’s no doubt the popularity of social system in order to explain why “the current
media is on the rise. Peters’ blog speaks to, system is unacceptable to Catholics.” The
“the JPII generation about Catholic views first is that health care ought to be for our
of pop culture and politics.” He started it in whole lives, which Peters defined as natu2005 because he wanted to establish a ral birth to natural death, and he said the
forum for the topics that
current system fails both,
mattered to his generabecause the current adtion, presented from a
ministration has a differperspective congruent
ent, or at least more
with Catholic morals.
loosely defined, idea of
The blog attracts apeach.
proximately 200,000 hits
The second is pluralper month. The American
ism: the belief that indiPapist (AmP) Facebook
vidual faith communities
page just exceeded 2,700
operate in a way their
members and 2,072 peofaith dictates. Bishops are
ple follow American
advocating a conscience
Papist on Twitter.
clause exemption so
In addition to the New
medical
professionals
York
Times,
the
cannot be coerced to perWashington Post, Barney
form a procedure unparFrank and the Catholic
allel to his or her faith.
Medical Association Web
The bishops also desites, Peters cited other
mand that a viable health
THOMAS PETERS
social media outlets incare system be universal.
cluding YouTube and Sarah Palin’s According to Peters, under the current sysFacebook page in his talk.
tem, people are falling through the cracks.
“It’s about reaching people in inventive
The last principle the bishops ask for is
ways,” Peters said. “I am happy to see more that the health care system be economicalpriests and dioceses using these new tech- ly sound. Where is this money coming
nologies to convey the Gospel message.”
from? From Peters’ perspective, there are
Peters is spreading the word on health reportedly 47 million people in need of
care because it is so relevant right now.
health care, but if illegal immigrants who
“As a nation we are being presented with are not paying taxes are excluded, the
choices which have great consequences number is approximately 30 million peoabout our very health and wellbeing,” he ple. If those who are already covered by
said. “I think Catholics should have an ac- Medicare and Medicaid and those who
tive role in shaping the debate to ensure have an annual income exceeding $90,000
the right decisions are made.”
are removed from the pool, the number
Audience member Emily Polch agreed.
could be pared down to only providing
“The health care debate is more than po- health care for eight to 10 million people,
litical,” she said. “It is moral.”
which is far more economically feasible.
Referring to Jesus’ Parable of the Good
Peters calls everyone to give freely to
Samaritan in Luke’s Gospel, in which a man those in need and to participate in grass
who had been robbed and beaten is left by roots efforts, prayer, fasting, reflection and
the side of the road and not paid attention to expressing opinions to government repreby a priest and Levite who pass by, Peters sentatives.
made an analogical point that the Good
Theology on Tap, coordinated by Chris
Samaritan who did help the victim did not Stefanick, director of Youth, Young Adult
leave it to the Israelites to aid him, but in- and Campus Ministry for the Archdiocese
stead took it upon himself to care for him.
of Denver, is a popular event for Catholic
Peters maintains health care is a topic young adults in the metro area.
that everyone has high stakes in because
“The community is tightly knit,” said atnot only will it affect how every one in six tendee Kelly Eurek. “You see the same faces
U.S. dollars is spent, but also the financial here that you see at Mass at the Cathedral
stability of the companies we work for, our (Basilica of the Immaculate Conception),
insurance, the way we care for our chil- and it’s a great way to connect.”
dren, and eventually, the way we will care
Holding the discussion over a pint at
for our parents.
Braun’s offers a relaxed atmosphere that
He went on to say that when you give welcomes young adults to exchange ideas.
someone a dollar directly, that person re“Jesus spent a lot of time preaching outceives the entire dollar. But when you give side of the church, so to bring together
the government your dollar to distribute people in a bar this way is very incarnafor you, the receiver will only end up with a tional; it is the Word taking flesh,” said atnickel.
tendee Neil Doherty.
Peters acknowledged that health care is
The next Theology on Tap will be held at
a basic human right. But, he added, just 8 p.m. Nov. 6 at Braun’s. Guest speaker
like other basic human rights to clothes, Mark Shea, a popular author and senior
food and shelter, the government is not content editor of Catholic Exchange Web
necessarily required to provide it.
portal, will explain the 101 reasons not to
Peters explained that he is neither a reg- be Catholic, and the one reason to be
istered Democrat nor Republican. He stat- Catholic.
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DOMINICAN Sister of Hope Regis Nuva, fourth from left, and lay staffers of the Dominican
Sisters Home Health Agency outside the office at 2501 Gaylord St. in Denver.

Centenarian says faith is the most
important element in her life
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

DOMINICAN SISTERS
While she may not want all the fanfare
HOME HEALTH AGENCY
that comes with turning 100 years old, Mary
Donahue has reason to celebrate. In August,
Address: 2501 Gaylord St., Denver
Donahue entered into an exclusive club that
Phone: 303-322-1413
is growing rapidly at 22 percent a year in the
United States.
E-mail: info@dominicansisters.org
Like so many centenarians, she has seen
Web site: www.dominicansisters.org
incredible changes in her lifetime and within the American culture. Her memories include coming by boat from Ireland, her first
view of America’s eastern shoreline and en- and the elderly remain independent in their
during the train as she traveled out west to own homes. Not only does the agency proDenver.
vide nursing and personal care, but also light
Her vivid, first-hand witness of early housekeeping for those who are sometimes
Denver, 81 years ago, is by far superior to any too frail to be scrubbing toilets and bathtubs
documentary film. She
without the risk of injury.
describes America as a
This care is given free-of“simple place back then”
charge by qualified, caring,
and Denver—a smalllay staff that has the same
time, cowboy town with a
heart as the religious sispopulation of dreamers
ters who came before
and those out to get rich.
them.
Donahue jokes that it was
More often than not,
her brother who expressed
aging well involves staying
an interest in coming to
active (including aerobic
America in 1930 but when
and weight bearing exerthe time came, his enthucise), sound nutrition, and
siasm waned and she, then
healthy and meaningful
just 19, jumped at the
social connections. In the
chance to get his boat
book “The Blue Zones” by
reservation.
Dan Buettner, studies
Here, she met the love of
demonstrate the unique
her life (an Irishman) and
characteristics of populahad five children and
tions who age well.
seven grandchildren.
Describing their activity
MARY DONAHUE
“I am an American,”
levels, Buettner notes they
Donahue said with a twinkle in her eyes, “ex- remain highly active and exercise daily in
cept on St. Patrick’s Day!”
many cases, and that their connectivity to
She describes her faith as the most impor- others through volunteering or careers contant element in her life, with her family offer- tinues late into life, when most other people
ing daily prayers to God with praise and in- would be retired.
tercession.
“In the course of our work assisting the
“Prayers are easy to say and help us elderly to stay in their own homes, we come
tremendously,” she said.
across many who are very autonomous—
Donahue recently started the Dominican and motivated to stay that way,” said Heath.
Sisters Home Health Agency’s in-home exer- “These are folks in their 70s, 80s, 90s and
cise program and after just 90 days, her fam- even 100s, who work each day to maintain
ily is reporting that she has better balance, a their independence and their right to make
better gait and is stronger.
decisions.”
“The program improves the quality of life
Heath said that with minimal assistance,
for patients: improving circulation, prevent- the agency’s patients live alone in their small
ing falls and potential fractures, and improv- apartments or homes and have no desire to
ing outlook and feelings of well being,” ex- be uprooted and placed in a nursing home
plained Donna Heath, executive director of or other facility.
the agency.
“Many even do what they can to volunteer
The mission of Dominican Sisters Home and help others,” she said. “They are the very
Health Agency is to help the poor, the sick foundation of our society.”

1 0 l F I F T Y P LU S

OCTOBER 21, 2009 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Choosing work over leisure
BY JULIE FILBY

Some people spend years
looking forward to the day they
retire. After years of the 9-to-5
grind, they dream about finally
having the freedom to do what
they want. However, for others,
leaving a career can be an unsettling event. Some retirees struggle with the monotony, boredom, lack of purpose and lack of
intellectual stimulation.
Since work provides a creative
spark, an outlet for energy, a
source of personal satisfaction
and a social network of
friends—not to mention a paycheck—more of today’s retirees
continue to work. According to
the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics, employment of workers age 65-plus increased more
than 100 percent between 1977
and 2007. The rate for men rose
75 percent, while the rate for
women in the same age group
jumped nearly twice as much.
Consider ways that retirement
can involve reinvention, reengagement, furthering education
and new experiences.

Find a job you love
A study by Merrill Lynch (“The
New Retirement Survey,” 2005)
indicated that 76 percent of
Baby Boomers (those born from
1946-1964) expect to retire from
their current career at age 64,
then launch into an entirely new
job or career. Most people want
less stress, but still want stimulating work.
A quality retirement should
involve increasing activities you
like, and decreasing things you

PHOTO BY CNS

MORE of today’s retirees continue to work. According to the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics, employment of workers age 65-plus increased more than 100 percent between 1977 and 2007.
don’t like. Think about what you
love to do. There’s no greater
pleasure than being paid for
doing something you love. Some
even turn a hobby into a fulltime project or career, such as
painting, pottery or community
theater.
Consider the following questions: What did you enjoy about
your past job(s)? Do you want to
start a business? Do you want to
work full-time, part-time or seasonal? Do you want to go back to
school to gain the training needed for a new career?

Continue current job
You may have a good thing
going with your job and decide
to simply stay in your current
position. In the book “The New
Retirementality,” author Mitch
Anthony wrote, “Don’t let anybody tell you when you are finished. As long as you have something to offer, offer something.”

Work part-time
One way to transition is to
switch from full-time to parttime, at the same job or a different job. Many people want the
same type of work, but more
flexibility. Flextime, part-time,
virtual office, telecommuting,
innovative consulting arrangements and phased retirement
are trends that are on the rise.
The law of supply and demand
is moving to the side of the experienced worker, and can offer retirees the ability to “write their
own ticket” in terms of flexibility.
Long-term employees, with years
of skills and experience, are valuable assets for a corporation.

Work as a volunteer
You want to make a difference—but how? Do you want to
be involved in a hands-on activity such as serving meals at a
shelter? Or would you prefer to
do something like head up a
fund drive, or mentor a young
person? Maybe you’d prefer to
volunteer as a trail leader at a
state park or sit on the board of
your public library. Non-profit
groups thrive on volunteers over
the age of 60, especially those
who have skills particularly
helpful to their organization.
You can find out about volunteer opportunities by contacting
your parish, or get ideas through
word of mouth, various media
sources or on Web sites such as
www.volunteersolutions.org or
www.volunteermatch.org.

Go back to school
“It’s never too late to be what
you might have been,” according to English novelist George
Elliott. Use retirement to expand
your mind. Get a degree or
freshen up your old major.
Chances are you will enjoy and
appreciate it more the second
time around. And if you’ve never
been to college, here’s your
chance. Pursue a degree or simply take a course for the joy of
learning. Classes can be virtual
or otherwise. Check out the
nearby colleges, community
colleges, universities, online
learning institutions and free
universities.
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Variety abounds in retirement home market
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

Retirement residences are private
pay,
wellnessoriented housing providers that
enable active seniors to maintain or improve their independence and overall health.
They provide security, convenience, companionship, and the
opportunity to engage in a wide
range of enriching activities.
Retirement homes vary considerably in terms of monthly
cost, size, amenities and services, which can make choosing
one difficult.
Below is an extensive list of
the types of services and amenities
retirement
communities may offer. It can
serve as a kind of checklist for
those considering moving to
such a facility.

Premises
• All accommodations and
common areas are on one or
two levels
• Fully wheelchair accessible
• Fully climate controlled
• Tasteful, well-maintained
furnishings and décor
• Pleasant places to sit quietly
or in a group
• Landscaped grounds

Accommodations
• A variety of suite sizes
• Choice of furnished and unfurnished suites
• Option of a kitchenette or
full kitchen
• Private bath equipped with
grab bars, raised toilet and
emergency call bell
• Individual temperature controls (heating and air conditioning)
• Private patio or balcony
• Cable, phone and Internet
hook-up

Safety and security
• 24-hour monitored emergency response system in-suite
and a mobile pendant or
bracelet
• Smoke detectors and sprinkler system throughout the
building
• Round-the-clock security
staff and video surveillance
cameras

Medical and personal care
• Professional nursing staff on
duty around the clock
• Weekly assistance with a
bath or shower
• Regular wellness assess-

Bransfield
From Page 7
have a homosexual orientation.
The Church longs to share pastoral
resources that can assist all people
to develop chaste friendships and
a virtuous style of life.
It is not discrimination to treat
different
things
differently:

ments (and care conferences,
where applicable)
• Pharmacy service, medical
room and onsite capability for xrays and lab work
• Visiting health-care professionals, such as a podiatrist, optometrist and dentist
• Convalescent care (during
acute illness or recovery from
surgery)
• Enhanced service packages
that can be purchased on a
long-term basis

Food services
• Daily breakfast, lunch and
dinner included in accommodation fee
• Self-serve snack station offering fresh fruit, various snacks,
juice and hot beverages
throughout the day
• Accommodation for special
dietary needs
• Visitor meal program
• Tray service to room if unwell

Personal services
• Housekeeping, linen, towel
and personal laundry service
• Resident laundry facilities
(for washing and ironing special
care items)
• Full-service beauty salon for
men and women
• Pet care and valet services
for an extra fee
• Transportation to appointments and shopping
• Management on-site 24hours a day

Other amenities
• Private mail boxes
• Resident storage facilities
• Small pets allowed
• Shop for sundry items, such
as candy, toiletries and stationary
• Cafe for residents and guests
• Private dining room for family gatherings and community
room for small group meetings
• Reserved parking for residents, availability of sheltered
parking, and ample space for
visitors to park
• Guest suites for out-of-area
visitors
• Services provided in multiple languages
• Community amenities such
as a variety store, drug store,
community or seniors’ center,
park and public transit within
walking distance
• Part of a multi-phase community designed to meet a continuum of needs
Marriage between persons of the
opposite sex is completely and totally different from any type of relationship between persons of the
same sex. Same-sex unions undermine not just procreation, but also
the central element of sexual difference and its relation to the unitive good, the sanctity of human
sexuality and the permanent and
abiding meaning of marriage.

Recreation and leisure
• A wide range of life-enhancing activities, coordinated by a
trained professional, including:
cultural events, leisure programs, educational programs,
fitness programs and social
events both in-house and in the
community
• A variety of areas for recreation and socializing, such as TV
lounges, activity rooms, workshop, craft room, horticultural
center, hobby kitchen, games
room, computer room and library
• Fitness center and swimming pool
• Regular schedule of worship
services, including Mass, and a
dedicated chapel.

Financial considerations
• All-inclusive monthly rate,
including utilities and parking
• Monthly credit if meals or
housekeeping and linen services
are not taken
• Trial-stay plan

Take the full tour
If you are considering moving
to a retirement community, it’s
important to go beyond location, external appearances and
advertising literature and take
personal tours.
Plan to visit several places.
Prepare questions in advance
and photocopy the list so you
can take a fresh one on each
tour and make notes.
Insist on a thorough viewing
of the facilities—ask to see areas
such as the kitchen and laundry
room if they’re not part of the
standard tour.
Talk to some of the residents:
How long they have been there?
What do they like about the facility? Is there anything they dislike? Is there much staff
turnover?
Stay long enough to get a feel
for the place, or return another
day. Some facilities advertise a
complimentary lunch or dinner—take them up on it.
Immediately following a visit,
make detailed notes. Keep them
in a folder, together with
brochures, business cards and
other relevant paperwork.
Before making a decision, you
may wish to consider a trial stay
at the place that holds the most
appeal.
Lisa M. Petsche is a social
worker and a freelance writer
specializing in boomer and senior issues.
Rev. J. Brian Bransfield is a
priest of the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia and serves as assistant general secretary of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops.
He is the author of a forthcoming
book on Pope John Paul II’s vision
of the human person and the theology of the body due out from
Pauline Books and Media in
Spring 2010.

Please support the advertisers who help support the Denver Catholic Register!
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Flu outbreak precautions in place
in Denver Archdiocese, officials say
BY JOHN GLEASON

Every year during flu season, the
public is encouraged to wash their
hands often, cover their mouths
when coughing, stay home if they
feel sick and—most important—
get vaccinated.
This year, people are being subjected to the double-whammy of
two strains of flu, which are making their way through the general
public. In addition to the regular
strain of influenza, the H1N1 or
“swine flu” is making people sick
and sending them to the hospital.
In statistics released by the
Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment, 691 people have been hospitalized with
the flu this season, the H1N1 strain
accounting for 350 of those cases.
This year, 14 people have died
from swine flu in the state, a halfdozen of those victims under the
age of 18.
Although more than 70 million
doses of the seasonal flu vaccine
have been distributed since midSeptember, this accounts for just
61 percent of the doses needed for
this year. Last week, local public
health agencies and hospitals
began receiving the first doses of
the H1N1 vaccine, given mostly to
health care workers so they can
protect themselves and patients
with whom they come in contact.
The Archdiocese of Denver has
been proactive in drawing up a
plan on precautions to take to
keep the virus from spreading in
church environments and on what
to do should the flu reach epidem-

ic proportions. The plan traces its
origins to an announcement from
the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops more than three years ago.
At that time the avian influenza
virus or “bird flu” was showing
outbreaks in many parts of the
world and the USCCB called for
prudent planning for the possibility of a world-wide influenza pandemic.
Here in the Archdiocese of
Denver, a committee was established to come up with a plan that
could be put into action should the
situation reach epidemic proportions. Among the committee
members were archdiocesan
Communications
Director
Jeanette DeMelo, Risen Christ
Parish’s Deacon Joseph Babish, director of St. Simeon Cemetery
Lloyd Swint, and Liturgy Office
Director Deacon Charles Parker.
Msgr. Edward Buelt, pastor of Our
Lady of Loreto Parish in Foxfield,
chaired the committee.
“The plan we came up with consisted of three parts,” explained
Msgr. Buelt. “The first part establishes general protocol’s in view of
any diocesan emergency or catastrophe, explaining who is responsible for different parts of the response plan; the second deals with
responses to a pandemic, whatever that may be in view of the World
Health Organization and Center
for Disease Control guidelines;
and the final part deals specifically
with liturgical and pastoral protocols that can be implemented at
any level.”
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,

O.F.M. Cap., maintains contact
with members of the pandemic
committee and local health officials as to current flu status. If all
members agree that the situation
has reached a critical level, protocols contained in the plan will then
be implemented, according to
Deacon Parker.
“The archbishop has informed
all parishes that extraordinary
ministers should be using some
sort of alcohol based sanitizer to
disinfect their hands prior to the
distribution of holy Communion,”
he said. “But if the situation was to
worsen, other steps would be
taken in accordance with the third
part of the response plan.”
Other steps include possible
suspension of distribution of
Communion under the form of
the Precious Blood and the suspension of distributing Eucharist
on the tongue. If the crisis were to
worsen, holy water would be removed from the fonts in the
church substituting bottled holy
water for people’s use, temporary
suspension of the sign of peace
and even a social distancing in
worshiping assemblies, meaning
people would be seated in every
other pew. But Deacon Parker also
had some advice for those who feel
like they may be coming down
with the flu.
“Stay home,” he said. “That’s the
greatest thing anyone can do to
prohibit the spread of the virus in
our gathered assembly on
Sunday.”

See Precautions, Page 16

Safe environment re-education coming soon
The Office of Child and Youth
Protection recently announced to
all school principals a new safe
environment refresher class that
will be rolled out this school year
to all school employees and volunteers who have regular contact

with children. This program will
be offered to volunteers who have
regular contact with children in
parishes outside of Catholic
schools in calendar year 2010.
The refresher course will be a
self-contained Internet module

accessible from any computer.
More information will be forthcoming at the office’s Web site
(www.archden.org, click on Child
and Youth Protection) or check
upcoming issues of the Denver
Catholic Register.

CHILD ABUSE HOT LINE NUMBERS
The Archdiocese of Denver takes allegations of sexual abuse of children very seriously and is committed to addressing each allegation with compassion and respect for all involved.
To report an allegation of sexual abuse involving a child to the Archdiocese of Denver, contact the director of Child
and Youth Protection at 303-715-3226.
To report an allegation of sexual abuse involving a child to civil authorities, use the appropriate child abuse hotline numbers. In addition to the referenced numbers below, reports also may be made to the local law enforcement agency.
Adams County
303-412-5212

Clear Creek County
303-679-2365

Jackson County
970-723-4750

Arapahoe County
303-636-1130

Denver County
720-944-3000

Boulder County
303-441-1000
303-441-4444
(After hours/weekends and holidays)

Eagle County
970-328-8840

Jefferson County
303-271-4131 or
303-271-4357

Broomfield County
720-887-2271
Please support the advertisers who help support the Denver Catholic Register!

Garfield County
970-945-9193
Gilpin County
303-582-5444
Grand County
970-725-3331

Larimer County
970-498-6990
Logan County
970-522-2194
Moffatt County
970-824-8282

Morgan County
970-542-3530,
Ext. 1529
Phillips County
970-854-2280
Pitkin County
970-927-1611
(press 2)
Rio Blanco County
970-878-5011
Routt County
970-879-1540

Sedgwick County
970-474-3397
Summit County
970-668-4100
Washington County
970-345-2238
Weld County
970-352-1551,
Ext. 6214
Yuma County
970-332-4877
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Popular author-speaker Matthew
Kelly to headline Evening of Hope gala
BY JULIE FILBY

1993, Kelly has spoken to more
than 3 million people, in more
Best-selling author and world than 50 countries.
renowned speaker Matthew
Since its inception Seeds of
Kelly will highlight the benefits Hope has awarded more than
of a Catholic education in his $19 million in assistance to
keynote address “Journey of 11,500 students.
Hope” at this year’s Evening of
“Our goal is to provide as
Hope benefit gala.
many children as posThe event, set for
sible with a chance for
5:30 p.m. Nov. 13 at the
a better education—
Grand Hyatt in downand hope for a better
town Denver, is the prifuture,” said Justin
mary fundraiser for
Zuiker, development
Seeds
of
Hope
manager for the organCharitable Trust.
ization. “Our donors
Seeds of Hope was
help bring that goal
formed in 1996 as a
within reach and we
partnership between MATTHEW KELLY are grateful for it.”
the
Denver
The
organization
Archdiocese and business and aims to raise $400,000 at the
community leaders to provide Evening of Hope through spontuition assistance to students sorships, ticket sales and aucwho otherwise may not be able tion proceeds. The Martin
to afford a Catholic education.
Family Foundation has offered a
In his presentation Kelly will challenging grant to donors to
address how this support im- match every dollar raised at the
pacts students not only during event, up to $50,000.
their school years, but through“If people want to make a doout their lives. In conjunction, nation, they can do so at
he will promote the message of Evening of Hope and have their
becoming “the best-version-of- generosity doubled!” Zuiker
yourself” as inspired by Vatican said.
II’s universal call to holiness.
While the economy has nega“One way poverty expresses tively impacted the group’s abilitself in our time is in the form of ity to fully fund their mission,
lack of opportunity,” Kelly said. the needs are greater than ever.
“Seeds of Hope is about giving
“Educating economically disyoung people an opportunity— advantaged children in a safe
and that opportunity will bear environment is essential in the
fruit for the rest of their lives.”
fight to end the cycle of poverty,”
Kelly, known for his down-to- he said. “Catholic schools in the
earth style and keen sense of inner-city provide support,
humor, has written 12 books structure and high expectations
which have appeared on the to help children learn while
New York Times, Wall Street growing in their faith. They are
Journal and USA Today best- vital sources of hope.”
seller lists and been published
In addition to Kelly’s talk, the
in 25 languages. His titles in- gala will also feature dinner,
clude “The Rhythm of Life,” cocktails, and silent and live
“Building Better Families” and auctions. Top auction items are
“Rediscovering Catholicism.” first-level tickets to a Denver
Since beginning his ministry in Nuggets basketball game plus

Monsignors
From Page 1
the congregation. Each monsignor then went forward in turn to
accept a framed copy of the
proclamation of their new office
and were acknowledged by the
people with enthusiastic applause.
There are three ranks within
the honorary title of monsignor:
Chaplain to His Holiness, Prelate
of
Honor
and
Apostolic
Protonotary. In order to be considered for the title, candidates
must have served in the priesthood for a decade and be 35 years
old. Monsignor’s are permitted to
wear distinctive vestments,
which include a black cassock
trimmed in purple with purple
fascia.

Following the ceremony,
Archbishop Chaput thanked
Msgr. McDaid for being present
to represent the Holy Father.
Then he turned to the assemblage of priests and seminarians
who were present.
“Our monsignors come from
our body of priests,” he said. “St.
John Vianney, who is our patron,
was himself not a monsignor,
but he was a saint. We should
strive to be like him.”
Turning to the congregation,
the archbishop added, “We also
want to thank the parishes
where these priests have come
from and their families as well,
as this is the first place we learn
our faith.”
Following the ceremony, a joyous reception was held at the
Knights of Columbus Hall near
the cathedral.

EVENING OF HOPE
FUNDRAISER
What: Dinner, auction and program
Keynote: Best-selling author
Matthew Kelly
When: 5:30 p.m., Nov. 13
Where: Grand Hyatt Denver,
1750 Welton St., Denver

an all-access tour with former
Nuggets player Bill Hanzlik,
prime tickets to a Colorado
Rockies baseball game with a
behind-the-scenes visit to the
850 KOA broadcast booth, a helicopter ride over Denver, a timeshare condo in Steamboat
Springs and a trip to Las Vegas.
Honorary co-chairs for the
event are Denver Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.,
and Msgr. Thomas S. Fryar, vicar
general. The master of ceremonies will be Molly Hughes of
Denver’s CBS4 News.
Individual tickets are $300. A
patron table of 10 costs $3,000,
which includes an Adopt-AStudent scholarship, a program
allowing donors to keep in
touch with a student they sponsor throughout the school year.
To purchase tickets, call Seeds of
Hope at 303-715-3186 or e-mail
justinz@seedsofhopetrust.org.
The reservation deadline is Nov.
5. For more information, visit
www.seedsofhopetrust.org.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Tridentine Latin Mass: at Holy Family
Church, 4380 Utica St., Denver.
Sunday: 11 a.m.
Adoration and Healing Prayer Service:
at Presentation of Our Lady Church,
660 Julian St., Denver. See ad on
Page 5.
Oct. 23: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration:
for conversion of priests and more religious vocations. Holy Trinity
Eucharistic Adoration Chapel, 3100 W.
76th Ave., Westminster.
Oct. 29: 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.
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Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Open House: at Christ the King School,
860 Elm St., Denver. Call 303-321-2123.
Oct. 22: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Second Annual Fall Festival: at St.
Michael the Archangel preschool,
19099 E. Floyd Ave., Aurora. Games,
booths, food and entertainment. Call
303-690-6523.
Oct. 24: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St.
Oct. 24: Vigil 10 a.m.
Mass 12:10 p.m.
Spooky Halloween Carnival: to be held
at St. John the Evangelist School, 1730
W. 12th St., Loveland. Food and fun for
the whole family.
Oct. 24: 4 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Sundancer Gala: to benefit Our Lady
of Fatima School will be held at the
Sheridan Denver West Hotel, 360
Union Blvd., Lakewood. Dinner, auction and entertainment. Tickets are
$95 each. Call 303-233-2500.
Oct. 24: 5:30 p.m. - midnight

Free concert: at Immaculate Heart of
Mary Church, 11385 Grant Drive,
Northglenn. Hear vocalist Tatiana
Cameron in religious and original compositions. Call 303-386-5571.
Oct. 25: 1 p.m.

CLAY: Catholic Life and You will hold a
prayer vigil at Planned Parenthood
Clinic, 7155 E. 38th Ave., Denver, followed by Mass at the Cathedral

Harvest Festival: and chili cookoff to
benefit St. Mary of the Rockies
Church, 236 Bulldogger Road, Bailey,
Colo. Food, door prizes, auctions and
entertainment. Call 303-838-7518.
Oct. 25: noon - 3 p.m.

Memorial Event: to pray for loss of
loved ones at St. Joan of Arc Church,
12735 W. 58th Ave., Arvada. Call 303420-1232 for details.
Nov. 2: noon - 1:30 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
EnCOURAGE: a spiritual support group
for parents of children with homosexual tendencies. Call Father Dan
Norick, 720-434-2638.
Stories of the Life: of St. John
Vianney, patron of priests as told by
author Father George Rutler at JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Call
303-715-3123.
Oct. 21: 7 p.m.
Within Our Reach: couples workshop
at Cure d’Ars Church, 4701 Martin
Luther King Blvd., Denver. Learn to
reduce conflict, enhance communication and preserve your passion. For
more details on this free workshop,
call 720-488-8888.
Oct. 24: 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Gospel of Life Conference: to be held
at Christ the King Parish, 830 Elm St.,
Denver. Call 303-715-3205 for registration information.
Oct. 24: 8 a.m. - 2:30 p.m..
Fall Retreat: to focus on the Gospel of
St. John at St. Malo Retreat Center in
Allenspark, Colo., sponsored by
Denver Catholic Biblical School. Call
303-715-3195.
Oct. 23 - 25
Priesthood Discernment Retreat: for
single men ages 18 - 40 who are discerning God’s call to the priesthood at
JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Presentation to be made by
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M.,
Cap. Call 303-282-3429.
Oct. 25: 9:30 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Seeds of Hope: volunteer orientation
to be held at JPII Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Call 303-715-3112
for more information.
Oct. 30: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Remandation Workshop: for
Extraordinary Ministers of holy
Communion at JPII Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Call 303-715-3156
for more information.
Nov. 7: 9 a.m. - noon
Men’s Day of Retreat: with Anthony
Lilles to be held at St. Peter Church,
915 12th St., Greeley. Cost of event is
$50 which includes meals. Space is
limited and registration must be made
by Nov. 3. Call 970-352-1060.
Nov. 7: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
COURAGE: support for men and
women who have homosexual tendencies and desire to live a chaste
Christian life. Call Father Dan Norick,
720-434-2638
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Retired priest Father Breunig dies at 82

Liturgies to honor St. Jeanne Jugan

BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

At 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, Oct.
25, Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., will be the main celebrant of a special Mass in
honor of the canonization of
Jeanne Jugan, foundress of the
Little Sisters of the Poor. The
Mass will be in the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St. in
Denver. A reception at the
Knights of Columbus Hall, 1555
Grant St., will follow immediately after the Mass.
“We hope that many people
will come and join us on this
happy occasion,” said Mother
Paul Magyar, l.s.p., administrator of the order’s Mullen Home
for the Aged Poor in northwest
Denver.
At 7 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 31,
the Little Sisters will hold an All
Saints Vigil at Mullen Home,
3629 W. 29th Ave. Everyone is invited.
“We will be so happy to be
able to invoke our new saint,
and to highlight several other
saints who have a special message for our time,” Mother Paul
said. Refreshments will follow.
R.S.V.P. to vcdenver@littlesistersofhtepoor.org or 303-433-7221.

Father Robert L. Breunig, a retired priest, died Oct. 15 in Denver.
He was 82.
The son of Wilbur and Pearl
Breunig, he was born on Feb. 18,
1927, in Denver. He attended East
High School and Regis High

ing his golden jubilee, Father
Breunig told the Denver Catholic
Register that what he found most
School, graduating in 1944. He enjoyable about being a “country
then entered St. Thomas Seminary priest,” other than knowing he was
to study for the priesthood.
serving God, were the people of his
Ordained for the Denver northeastern Colorado parishes.
Archdiocese on June 2, 1951, his
“They were all so wonderful,” he
first assignment was as assistant at said.
the Cathedral Basilica of the
Little Sister of the Poor Mother
Immaculate Conception. After Paul Magyar, administrator of the
five years Father Breunig was as- order’s Mullen Home, where
signed to St. Nicholas
Father Breunig lived for
Mission in Platteville and
many years, called her
St. William Parish in Fort
friend “a priestly priest.”
Lupton.
“He had a hidden but
Other assignments invery active apostolate
cluded St. Mary’s in
here in our community,”
Brush and St. Francis of
she said. “He was dearly
Assisi
Mission
in
loved and we were all
Weldona. He served as
saddened at his passing.
pastor at St. John the FATHER ROBERT He was uplifting, always
Evangelist in Loveland,
carrying around a smile
L. BREUNIG
Sacred Heart in Peetz, St.
and was interested in
Anthony in Julesburg, St. Patrick in people’s lives and took time to lisHolyoke, Christ the King in Haxtun ten. I don’t think that anyone
and St. Peter in Kremmling.
could say enough good things
He was also chaplain for the U.S. about him.”
Air Force Academy. After a nineVisitation is set for 6 p.m. Oct. 21
year stint as pastor of Sacred Heart at Mullen Home Chapel, 3629 W.
of Jesus in Roggen, Father Breunig 29th Ave., Denver, with a rosary at
retired in 1992.
7 p.m. Funeral Mass is scheduled
In 2001, when he was celebrat- for 2 p.m. Oct. 22 at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St.
Interment will be at Mount Olivet
Cemetery, 12801 W. 44th Ave., in
Wheat Ridge.

CNS PHOTO/COURTESY OF THE LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR

ST. JEANNE JUGAN, foundress
of the Little Sisters of the Poor,
is seen in this image provided by
her order. Pope Benedict XVI
canonized her at the Vatican
Oct. 11. Local celebrations honoring the new saint are set for Oct.
25 and Oct. 31. Read about the
celebrations in the story below.

Precautions
From Page 12
The archdiocesan Web site contains information on both strains of
influenza, which includes the latest
guidelines, frequently asked questions and links to the Colorado
Department of Public Health and
Environment. They can be found
online at www.archden.org. Click
on Office of Liturgy.
The watchword, according to
Msgr. Buelt, is preparedness and
the lay faithful should be aware
that the Archdiocese of Denver is
ready to respond.
“The important thing for people
to realize is that with this plan we
are prepared,” he said. “Parishes,
Christian and religious communities and schools are prepared
ahead of time to be proactive, not
reactive should a catastrophe or
pandemic occur.”

Life conference
The annual Gospel of Life conference is set for 8 a.m. Oct. 24 at
Christ the King Parish in Denver.
Theme for this year’s event is “The
Family.” The conference will begin
with
Mass
celebrated
by
Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M.
Cap. Keynote speakers are Helen
Alvaré, Father Jorge Rodriguez and
Jonathan Reyes. Alvaré is associate
professor at the George Mason
School of Law. Father Rodriguez is
vice rector at Denver’s St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary.
Reyes is newly appointed executive
director of Catholic Charities in
Colorado. For information, call
303-715-3205
or
e-mail
RespectLife.Office@archden.org.

