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Five men ordained to holy orders
BY ROXANNE KING

Local events to
observe Respect
Life month

The Catholic Difference

They are called and set apart to
give their lives to the Church in
service.
That’s the message ordaining
prelate Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., shared with
five men who were ordained to
the diaconate on Sept. 26, the
feast of Sts. Cosmas and Damien,
in a step starting the last leg of
their journey toward the priesthood.
“May you love the Church as
Jesus loves the Church and gave
his life for her,” the archbishop
said.
The newly ordained deacons—
Matthew Book, John Green,
David Nix, Jose Maria Quera and
Michael Rapp—attend the two
seminaries of the Denver
Archdiocese: St. John Vianney
Theological
Seminary
and
Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan Missionary Seminary.
Deacon Book, 35, is a former
engineer. Deacon Green, 32, was
once an electrician. Deacon Nix,
31, was a paramedic and
Fellowship of Catholic University
Students missionary. Deacon
Quera, 49, had a career as an architect. Deacon Rapp, 26, went
directly from high school to a college seminary.
Deacons Green, Nix and Rapp
have roots in Denver. Deacon
Book is from Wisconsin. Deacon
Quera is a native of Barcelona,
Spain.
The Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception was
filled to near capacity with those
eager to witness the milestone
step in the men’s formation
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SEMINARIANS in formation for the priesthood were ordained to
the diaconate on Sept. 26.
Saturday morning.
sion of some 20 deacons, 40
A colorfully caped and plumed priests, numerous altar servers
Knights of Columbus honor and two bishops to start the bilinguard led an impressive proces- gual Mass. Auxiliary Bishop

ATTORNEY DIRECTORY

James D. Conley and the seminary rectors—Msgr. Michael
Glenn of St. John Vianney and
Very Rev. Florian Martin-Calama
of Redemptoris Mater—were
among the vested concelebrants.
“We’re celebrating this ordination of deacons in the Year for
Priests,” Archbishop Chaput said
in his homily. “It’s a time of prayer
for renewal to the priestly life.
And next May these men will be
ordained to the priesthood.
The archbishop told the men
they would do well to model
themselves after St. John Vianney,
the patron of priests. Called the
Cure d’Ars after the French village
where he served as pastor, an
image and a reliquary with several relics of the saint were on display near the altar. The Year for
Priests marks the 150th anniversary of the saint’s death.
“Today’s ordination is usually
referred to as an ordination to the
‘transitional diaconate,’” noted
the archbishop, “but in theology
there’s nothing transitional about
the diaconate.”
That’s because the sacrament
of holy orders marks the deacon
with an imprint (or character)
that cannot be removed and
which configures them to Christ,
who made himself the ‘deacon’ or
servant of all, explains the
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church” (No. 1570).
“Just as the Levites were called
by God,” Archbishop Chaput
said, referring to the Scripture
reading of the Mass (Num 3:5-9)
that described the Levites as
being set apart for priestly func-

See Ordination, Page 10
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Circa 345 - 420 / Feast - Sept. 30
A father and doctor of the Church, Dalmatianborn Jerome was educated in Rome. He became
a monk around 370 and spent four years with
hermits in the Syrian desert. Despite his objections, the bishop of Antioch ordained him a
priest, but he apparently never celebrated Mass.
In Rome in 382, this scholar of Greek, Latin and
Hebrew began his greatest work, the Latin Vulgate Bible. He lived his
last 30 years in a Bethlehem monastery, translating, teaching and writ© 2002 CNS
ing. In art, the combative Jerome often is pictured with a lion.
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PASTORAL STATEMENT

MOST REV. CHARLES J. CHAPUT O.F.M. CAP.
MOST REV. JAMES D. CONLEY

Denver bishops clarify
status of schismatic group
The Denver bishops released the following pastoral statement
on Sept. 28.
In recent weeks, a group describing itself as the Ecumenical
Catholic Communion held a ceremony in Longmont to “ordain” several women as “Catholic priests.” This ceremony,
which was not a valid sacrament, is not recognized by the
Catholic Church. But it has raised questions about the status of
this group and groups like it, and about the Church’s teaching
on the sacrament of holy orders.
The Church recalls that although Jesus had many disciples,
both men and women, he chose as his apostles only men.
Because of this, the Church has taught consistently since the
time of Christ that she has the authority to ordain only men to
the diaconate, presbyterate and episcopate. This teaching reflects the fundamental Christian belief that although men and
women have equal dignity, and are equally loved by God, they
have different gifts to offer to the Church and the world.
John Paul II reminded us that Mary, “the Mother of God and
the Mother of Church” was not a priest, but she is even more
vital to the life of the Church than St. Peter or the Apostles.
What makes a great saint, he taught, is not whether one is ordained, but whether one lives a life of love. “The greatest in the
Kingdom of Heaven,” John Paul said, “are not the ministers but
the saints.”
Although women cannot be ordained, they are obviously essential to the Church. In fact, many of the greatest saints and
holy persons in the history of the Church have been women,
and they have served the Lord in very different ways. Joan of
Arc, Kateri Tekakwitha, Therese of Liseux, and Gianna Molla are
a few of the many examples of strong, faith-filled women who
gave their lives to the service of God. They are, without ever
having been ordained, pillars of the Christian family.
This principle of Catholic doctrine is sometimes hard to understand in a culture skeptical of faith; a culture that sees any
distinctions between people or vocations as somehow prejudicial. But Christianity is both a comfort and challenge. When
we accept what is comforting without accepting what challenges us, we stop striving for holiness. When we dispute what
we do not understand, instead of prayerfully and earnestly
seeking truth, we stop seeking Christ. And when we decide
that we can privately discern the teaching of Christ without the
guidance of the Church and her experience, we separate ourselves from the community of Christ’s faithful people.
Full communion with the Church involves a communion of
faith, governance, and the sacraments. We believe the teachings of Jesus Christ in communion. We worship and celebrate
the sacraments in communion. And we are guided, in communion, by the successors of the apostles, the bishops of the
Church, who are called by the Holy Spirit and confirmed by the
Church to teach the faith which Christ has given us. As the
early Christian scholar, bishop and saint Irenaeus taught, the
bishop is the anchor and guarantor of the Church. Outside
unity with the local bishop and the bishop of Rome, there is no
“Catholic Church.”
Many groups claim to be Catholic. Many attempt to borrow
their credibility from the Church Jesus founded. But in simulating the form of Catholic life, and selectively editing the substance of Catholic belief, they are dishonest with themselves
and—even more importantly—they are dishonest with others.
+Most Rev. Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Archbishop of Denver
+Most Rev. James D. Conley
Auxiliary Bishop of Denver

Local events to honor Respect Life month
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

“Every child … brings us God’s
smile and invites us to recognize
that life is his gift, a gift to be welcomed with love and preserved
with care always and at every moment.”
—Pope Benedict XVI
To call attention to life issues, the
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops designates October as
Respect Life month. The theme for
this year’s USCCB Respect Life
program, which begins on Respect
Life Sunday Oct. 4., is “Every Child
Brings Us God’s Smile.”
This issue of the Denver Catholic
Register kicks off a six-piece series
related to life issues (see column at
the bottom of this page). The life issues addressed by the Church
today are abortion, human sexuality, infertility procedures, cloning,
stem-cell research, euthanasia and
the death penalty.
Below is a list of upcoming prolife events in the archdiocese.

Gospel of Life Conference
“Strengthening the family: Hope
for the future,” is the theme of the
Denver Archdiocese’s 2009 Gospel
of Life Conference set for 8 a.m.2:30 p.m. on Oct. 24 at Christ the
King Parish, 830 Elm St. in Denver.
Everyone is invited.
The presentations will look at
how the health and happiness of
families—or lack thereof—directly
impact culture today and in the future. Presenters will offer reflections and tools to help families on
their spiritual journey.
Keynote speakers will be Helen
Alvaré, associate professor of law
at George Mason University and
former spokeswoman for the

Why you matter
A reflection on
human dignity
This is the first in a six-part series
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops Pro-Life Secretariat dedicated to pro-life issues.
BY REV. JOHN BARTUNEK, L.C.

Long ago, a Frenchman incurred
the displeasure of the emperor
Napoleon. He was thrown into a
dungeon, forsaken by his friends,
and forgotten by everyone in the
outside world. In loneliness and

USCCB on life issues; Father
Jorge Rodriguez, vice rector and
professor of sacred theology at St.
John
Vianney
Theological
Seminary; and Jonathan Reyes,
executive director of Catholic
Charities of Colorado.
Alvaré will offer a consideration
of the family from a global, sociological
perspective.
Father
Rodriguez, will speak on the theology of the family, and consider
how the true nature of God’s love,
mercy and beauty can be fully reflected in the vision of holy, happy
families. Reyes, newly appointed
executive director of Catholic
Charities in Colorado, will offer
practical ways in which families
can grow in holiness and virtue
amidst the challenges abounding
in our culture today.
The fee is $20. To register, contact the Respect Life Office at 303715-3205 or e-mail resplife@archden.org by Oct. 22.

Haas, NCBC president; nurse and
canon lawyer Marie Hilliard,
NCBC director of bioethics and
public policy; and scientist-priest
Father Tad Pacholczyk, NCBC director of education. Local speakers include Deacon-Dr. Alan
Rastrelli, who is an anesthesiologist and a founding member of
the inpatient palliative care team
at Kaiser Permanente Medical
Center; and professor of bioethics
and genetics Marilyn Coors of the
University of Colorado’s Denver
Health Sciences Center.
The fee is $225 for both days,
$150 for one day and $180 for fulltime students. Teachers in Catholic
schools can attend for $50. For
more information or to register,
visit http://www.ncbcenter.org/
annual_seminars.asp or contact
Julie Kelley at 215-877-2660 Ext.
213 or jkelley@ncbcenter.org.

Bioethics and health care
morality seminar

Rachel’s Vineyard, a Catholic
ministry of Priests for Life, helps
individuals suffering from the psychological and spiritual pain associated with a past abortion. On
Oct. 16-18 the organization will
offer a Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat
Weekend at a location in the
Denver metro area. The retreat
gives women and men a safe place
to begin their journey of healing
and reconciliation, with the guidance of priests and professional
counselors.
For more information, visit
www.rachelsvineyard.org. To sign
up for the retreat, contact Edie at
303-410-1710 by Oct. 10. The fee is
$160 per person, with a $25 deposit requested at registration.
Financial assistance is available.
Participation is confidential.

It’s not too late to register and attend the National Catholic
Bioethics Center’s two-day seminar, “Catholic Health Care in
Service to the Human Person,” set
for Oct. 2-3 at Bonfils Hall on the
John Paul II Center campus. The
event is being presented in collaboration with the Denver guild of
the Catholic Medical Association.
The seminar is aimed at health
care professionals, chaplains, clergy, teachers and laity interested in
learning more about the Catholic
approach to ethical issues in
health care and how to apply
moral theory to real-life circumstances.
Renowned expert speakers will
include moral theologian John
near despair he scratched on the
wall of his cell, “Nobody cares.”
So many forces in today’s world
want us to reach the same conclusion, to think that we don’t really
matter, at least not very much. But
these forces are craftier than
Napoleon. Instead of locking us in
a literal dungeon, they scorn us indirectly. They tell us, for example,
that our looks, bank account, career, clothes, résumé, talents and
self-esteem are most important. In
short, they put the spotlight on all
kinds of different things about us,
but they ignore us. By overvaluing
those good things, we end up undervaluing the most important
thing, our very self that resides beneath. When that happens, we also
start to undervalue other persons.

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat
Weekend

This is the root of today’s cultural campaign against human
dignity. Something people can
have, like health, is given more
importance than what people
are—so we are willing to dispose
of people, starting with human
embryos, in order to use their
stem cells to search for cures for
diseases. And when health begins
to wane, assisted suicide is offered as a “medical treatment” to
terminate life.
Something people do, like having sexual relations, can fully reflect their dignity as human beings.
But when sex itself is elevated
above the dignity of the persons
involved, it becomes more a way of
taking physical pleasure from one’s

See Dignity, Page 17
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A priest’s chalice: first priest to use cleric’s chalice was the pontiff
BY FATHER JEFFREY WILBORN

many to choose from of all different styles and tastes but nothing
Being the only Catholic in my seemed to fit. I ended up actualfamily, my chalice
ly getting my chalice
came not from my imimported from Canada!
mediate family but
My chalice is a copy of
from my parish family.
one of the priest’s chalIt was a very generous
ices who was on the facgift from Father Bill
ulty of the North
Breslin and the parishAmerican College in
ioners at Queen of
Rome. It was made by
Peace Parish in Aurora
Gilles Beaugrand in
where I joined the
Montreal and really enFR. JEFFREY
Catholic faith.
capsulates noble simWILBORN
During my studies in
plicity for me.
Rome I searched high and low for
The chalice is a lightly hamjust the right chalice. There are so mered solid sterling silver cup

chalice with a little note to the
papal
secretary
(along with a lot of
faith!) and we would
simply hand it over to
the Swiss Guard on duty
and hope to see it again.
Sure enough, about two
weeks after dropping it off, I
received a call from the
Vatican that my chalice
could be picked up.
Pope John Paul II
celebrated
Mass
with my chalice almost 10 years ago on Dec.

and base that
have been covered in bright yellow gold plating.
The center node is a
crown of thorns motif
carved out of dark ebony
wood—the original is
carved in ivory.
Among the things that
make this chalice so special
to me is the person who
first celebrated Mass
with it—the pope! At
the North American
College, there was a
tradition of taking your

5, 1999. What an incredible
blessing and, God willing, this
chalice will be a second-class
relic one day soon when John
Paul the Great is canonized.
As I reflect on what makes my
chalice so special to me today, it
is undoubtedly the great sacrifice of Christ whose blood is
poured out for our salvation. All
of the worries about getting just
the right chalice for me seem so
small now compared to the incredible gift the Lord offers back
to all of us in the holy Eucharist.
Father Jeffrey Wilborn is pastor
of Our Lady of Fatima Church in
Lakewood and of St. Mary
Magdalene Church in Denver.

Lecture: lessons of St. John Vianney for today Concert honoring priests lifts spirits
New York pastor Father George
William Rutler, known for his dynamic presentations on hot topics in the Church, will present a
free Year for Priests lecture in
Denver at 7 p.m. Oct. 21.
Father Rutler, pastor of the
Church of Our Saviour on Park
Avenue in Manhattan, N.Y., will
offer an interpretation of how
modern Catholics—and society
overall—can learn from the life of
St. John Vianney, patron saint of
priests, in his talk “The Cure d’Ars
and the Catholic Priesthood.”
“Vianney lived in what might be
considered the dawn of the modern age, with all its advances and
horrors,” Father Rutler said. “We’re
now in a ‘post-modern age’ with its
own strengths and problems. What
seems to be lacking is cultural cohesion and confidence.
“Vianney showed that the big
changes for the good in society
happen, not through politics and
bureaucracy, but through the
power of individuals who (in the
words of Blessed Teresa of
Calcutta) ‘give God permission,’”
he said.
He explained that while saints
have lives peculiar to a specific
time and place, human nature

YEAR FOR PRIESTS
LECTURE
Title: “The Cure d’Ars and the
Catholic Priesthood”
Who: New York pastor Father
George Rutler
When: 7 p.m. Oct. 21
Where: Bonfils Hall, JPII Center,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver
Admission: Free and open to the
public
Information: Call 303-715-3123
or e-mail info@archden.org

never changes. Therefore the way
saints draw on the strength of the
Holy Spirit is a guide for today’s
faithful.
“The particular methods may
change, but prayer and the
sacraments are always the
same,” he said.
Both Father Rutler’s national
speaking engagements and local
homilies are known to draw enthusiastic crowds.
“Father Rutler appeals to all
kinds of listeners,” said Auxiliary
Bishop James D. Conley, who
heads the archdiocese’s Year for
Priests committee. “Many compare him to Archbishop Fulton

Sheen as a preacher—or G.K.
Chesterton, as far as his humor
and mastery of the English language.
“Most of all, where he places
his highest priority and love, are
his duties as a busy New York City
pastor—in that sense, he is most
like the Cure d’Ars,” Bishop
Conley said.
A former Episcopal priest,
Father Rutler’s own conversion to
Catholicism was inspired by reading about St. John Vianney. Father
Rutler has authored 15 books on
theology, history, cultural issues
and lives of the saints—including
“The Cure d’Ars Today.” He is the
host of the EWTN program “Christ
in the City” where he discusses the
possibilities of encountering
Christ in fast-paced city life.
Father Rutler holds degrees
from several colleges including
Oxford University and the
Gregorian
and
Angelicum
Universities in Rome. He was
honored by the New York City
Council for his assistance to the
dying at the World Trade Center
on Sept. 11, 2001.
The lecture will be held in
Bonfils Hall on the campus of
the John Paul II Center at 1300 S.
Steele St. Registration is not required.

PHOTO BY ROXANNE KING/DCR

MORE THAN 300 people turned out for the Year for Priests
Concert featuring composer-pianist Eric Genuis, violinist Liesel
Schoenberger, cellist Cedra Kuehn and vocalist Linda Easter the
evening of Sept. 24 at St. Thomas More Church. Audience members described the hour and a half event co-sponsored by the
Denver Catholic Register, the Colorado Catholic Herald and St.
Thomas More Church as "magnificent," "incredible," "uplifting"
and "awesome." The show was held to honor the priesthood. To
find out more about Eric Genuis, visit ericgenuis.com. Above, Eric
Genuis greets fans after the concert.

B

BY JULIE FILBY

‘YEAR FOR PRIESTS’ DAILY PRAYER CALENDAR
Prayer calendar and other resources can be found at www.archden.org/yearforpriests

Please pray for the following priests on the indicated days,
in honor of the Year for Priests:
WEDNESDAY

30

SEPT.

FR. GERARD
MENARD
Ordination: 6-11-99

THURSDAY

1

OCT.

ALL PRIESTS,
LIVING AND
DECEASED, WHO
HAVE SERVED
WITHIN THE
ARCHDIOCESE
OF DENVER

FRIDAY

2

FR. GERARDO
PUGA
Ordination: 7-25-94

If interested in sponsoring the Year for Priests daily prayer calendar, please send
an e-mail with contact information to chad.andrzejewski@archden.org

SATURDAY

3

VOCATIONS TO
THE PRIESTHOOD

SUNDAY

4

MONDAY

5

TUESDAY

6

FR. GIOVANNI
CAPUCCI

FR. GREGORY
CLEVELAND

FR. GREGORY
KONZ

Ordination: 6-7-03

Ordination: 6-10-98

Ordination: 6-16-90
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Beatification of Knights of Columbus founder expected within two years
BY JACK SHEEDY

HARTFORD, Conn. (CNS)—
Carl Anderson, supreme knight
of the Knights of Columbus, said
he hopes that consideration of
new evidence of a possible miracle will lead to the beatification of
the founder of the Knights of
Columbus within two years.
Anderson made the remarks to
The Catholic Transcript, the
newspaper of the Archdiocese of
Hartford,
moments
before
Hartford Archbishop Henry J.
Mansell signed documents containing new information gathered by the tribunal that is investigating the cause for canonization for Father Michael J.
McGivney.
The documents, which remain
secret, were sealed Sept. 22 in the
presence of about 50 witnesses
and prepared for delivery to the
Vatican.
Father McGivney (1852-90)
was a priest of the Archdiocese of
Hartford who founded the

CNS PHOTO/JACK SHEEDY, CATHOLIC TRANSCRIPT

CNS PHOTO/COURTESY OF KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

ARCHBISHOP Henry J. Mansell of Hartford, Conn., left, receives
from Dominican Father Gabriel O’Donnell a package of sealed documents containing new evidence of an alleged miracle attributed to
the founder of the Knights of Columbus, Father Michael J. McGivney,
during a ceremony in Hartford Sept. 22. Father O’Donnell is vice
postulator of the cause of Father McGivney’s sainthood.

FATHER Michael J. McGivney,
founder of the Knights of
Columbus, is depicted in an
image from the Knights. Father
McGivney founded the fraternal
order for Catholic men in 1882 in
New Haven, Conn. It has since
become the largest lay Catholic
organization in the world with
more than 1.7 millions members.

Knights of Columbus in 1882 in
New Haven. The cause for his
sainthood formally began in
Hartford in 1997.
Anderson said the ceremony
marked “a very important day for

BRIEFS
Pope to visit Fatima
shrine in Portugal
next May
BY JOHN THAVIS

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope
Benedict XVI plans to visit the
shrine of Our Lady of Fatima in
Portugal next May, Portuguese
bishops announced.
The pope will preside over ceremonies May 13, the date of the
first apparition of Mary to three
shepherd children in 1917. No
other details of the papal program were immediately available,
according to Vatican Radio.

the cause of Father McGivney because it is the conclusion of the
The trip is the second papal
foreign visit announced for 2010.
Pope Benedict will travel to Malta
in April, and was also expected to
visit Great Britain, perhaps in the
fall.
“We are certain that the
Portuguese people, regardless of
their ideology or religion, will
welcome this person who has
been and remains a prophet of
such fundamental and urgent
causes as peace and freedom, dialogue, justice and fraternity,”
said a statement signed by
Archbishop Jorge da Costa Ortiga
of Braga, president of the
Portuguese bishops’ conference.
As a cardinal, Pope Benedict
led an international pilgrimage to
Fatima in 1996. Pope John Paul II
visited Portugal three times.

medical evidence and assessment
(of) the miracle that’s been submitted, or what we hope will be
considered a miracle, and so this is
a very important step for us.”
As to how much longer the
sainthood process might take, he
said, “Well, the fact that the
Congregation (for Saints’ Causes)
has declared Father McGivney to
be (a) venerable servant of God
(in March 2008) means that it is
now on a higher priority track, so
we hope, once all the material
that has been obtained through
this process is assessed and put
in a written report to the congregation, that they’ll act with expedition. So maybe within two
years.”
Also present at the signing ceremony was Andrea Ambrosi, postulator or promoter for the cause of
Father McGivney’s sainthood.
Ambrosi took over the position
about a year ago from Dominican
Father Gabriel O’Donnell, vice
president and academic dean at
the Dominican House of Studies
in Washington, who is now vice
postulator.
Ambrosi has been postulator for
the causes of about 300 candidates
for sainthood, about 10 of whom
have become saints, he said.

Catholic Latino
leaders group hosts
D.C. launch

WASHINGTON (CNS)—With
several hundred guests for a reception at the Vatican Embassy
Sept.
23,
the
Catholic
Association of Latino Leaders, or
CALL, launched its first national
outreach effort at an observance
of Hispanic Heritage Month. “To
be a leader is to have a clear
sense
of
identity,”
said
Archbishop Pietro Sambi, apostolic nuncio to the United
States, in welcoming CALL
members and hundreds of others to the embassy. “What I wish
for all Latino leaders is that you
have a sense of identity and of
very clearly belonging.” CALL
was founded in 2007 under the
guidance of then Denver
Auxiliary Bishop Jose H. Gomez.
Now
the
head
of
the
Archdiocese of San Antonio,
Archbishop Gomez was among
about a dozen bishops and
archbishops at the Sept. 23
event. Cardinal William H.
Keeler, retired archbishop of
Baltimore,
also
attended.
Manny Garcia-Tunon, secretary
of the organization, told
Catholic News Service that the
reception was intended to mark
CALL’s
national
presence.
Though the group numbers
fewer than 50 official members,
Garcia-Tunon said local chapters are being developed in
Miami, San Antonio, Denver,
Houston and Phoenix, all of
which will have events in
October.
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The heart of Cardinal Newman
BY AUXILIARY BISHOP JAMES
D. CONLEY

The following column was
adapted from Bishop Conley’s
keynote address delivered Sept. 25
to the 2009 ENDOW Catholic
Women’s Conference “Living the
Christian Virtues: Growing in
Truth and Strength.”
The Venerable Cardinal John
Henry Newman is England’s most
celebrated convert to Roman
Catholicism. On April 23, the
Vatican approved his beatification.
His heroic virtues had already
been declared in 1991, the first
step in the canonization process,
giving him the title “Servant of
God.” The Catholic Church has
now accepted as miraculous, the
cure of an American deacon’s crippling spinal disorder. At a beatification ceremony, of which the date
has not yet been determined,
Newman will receive the title
“Blessed.”
The motto I chose for my episcopal ministry is a Latin inscription: Cor ad cor loquitur (“heart
speaks to heart”). This was the
same motto chosen by Newman
when he was elevated to the
College of Cardinals in 1879 by
Pope Leo XIII.
I have always considered
Cardinal Newman my spiritual

mentor. I first discovered him in
my sophomore year of college in
an English literature survey course.
The writing style of Victorian authors can be difficult to read.
Victorians tend to be very flowery
and wordy, but Newman’s writing
captured my heart. It was as if he
were writing to me personally and
speaking to my heart—cor ad cor.
Newman’s life fits neatly into a
time frame that can easily be remembered. He was born in
London on Feb. 21, 1801, the eldest
of six children, three boys and
three girls, and died Aug. 11, 1890,
at the age of 89. His first 45 years
were spent as an Anglican and his
second nearly 45 years were spent
as a Roman Catholic. He is, perhaps, most famous as the undisputed leader of the Oxford
Movement in England, which took
place in the 1830s and 1840s. This
was a movement led mostly by
Oxford dons, who were seeking to
lead the Anglican Church back to
its Apostolic roots, through a study
of the ancient Fathers of the
Church.
At the height of the movement
in the late 1830s Newman began to
have doubts about his own
Anglican communion. Newman’s
co-religionists and fellow leaders
of the Oxford Movement like John
Keble, Edmund Pusey and Richard
Hurrell Froude, sought to demon-

strate that the Church of England
was a direct descendent of the
Church established by the
Apostles. This movement was also
known
as
the
Tractarian
Movement after a series of publications called Tracts for the Times
(1833-1841). The majority of these
tracts were authored by Newman
himself.
The most famous of all of the
tracts was Tract 90, which was written by Newman in 1841. In Tract
90, Newman engaged in a detailed
examination of the Church of
England’s 39 Articles, which was,
and still is, the Magna Carta of the
Anglican Church. Tract 90 resulted
in the claim that the fundamental
ecclesiological identity of the
Church of England was essentially
Catholic rather than Protestant.
Tract 90 had such an impact on
the whole movement, and all of
England for that matter, that
Newman was accused of giving a
Roman Catholic interpretation to
the 39 Articles. He was forced immediately to give up his position as
an Oxford professor at Oriel
College and resign his beloved appointment as Vicar of St. Mary’s,
the university chapel.
At that point Newman decided
to retire to his small mission parish
in Littlemore, a few miles outside
of Oxford, for further prayer and

of Denver and assigned transitional deacon, Spirit of Christ Parish,
Arvada, Colo., effective Sept. 26,
2009, until May 2010.
Rev. Mr. Matthew Henry, (Diocese
of Phoenix), granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese of
Denver and assigned transitional
deacon, St. Pius X Parish, Aurora,
Colo., effective Sept. 1, 2009, until
May 2010.
Rev. Mr. Timothy Martinson, (Diocese of Cheyenne), granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese
of Denver and assigned transitional deacon, St. Scholastica Parish,
Erie, Colo., effective Sept. 1, 2009,
until May 2010.
Rev. Mr. David Nix, granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese
of Denver and assigned transitional deacon, St. Thomas Aquinas,
Boulder, Colo., effective Sept. 26,
2009, until May 2010.
Rev. Mr. Peter O’Donnell, (Diocese
of Salina) granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver
and assigned transitional deacon,
St. Bernadette Parish, Lakewood,
Colo., effective Sept. 1, 2009, until
May 2010.
Rev. Mr. Michael Rapp, granted diaconal faculties of the
Archdiocese of Denver and assigned transitional deacon, Christ
the King Parish, Evergreen, Colo.,
effective Sept. 26, 2009, until
May 2010.
Rev. Mr. Kerry Wakulich,
(Diocese of Tulsa) granted diaconal faculties of the

Archdiocese of Denver and assigned transitional deacon, St.
Elizabeth of Hungary, Denver,
Colo., effective Sept. 1, 2009,
until May 2010.

See Conley, Page 11

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
The following assignment by Very
Rev. Michael Mascari, O.P.,
Province of St. Albert the Great,
Chicago, Ill., is confirmed by
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap.
Rev. John McGreevy, O.P., granted presbyteral faculties of the
Archdiocese of Denver, effective
immediately, until his ministry in
the archdiocese is completed. He
will be in residence at St. Dominic
Priory, Denver, Colo.
The following assignment by Very
Rev. Joseph L. Gallegos, C.R.,
provincial, Theatine Fathers,
Durango, Colo., effective immediately, until his ministry in the
archdiocese is completed.
Rev. Miguel Guzman, C.R., appointed parochial vicar, Our Lady
of Guadalupe Parish, Denver,
Colo., effective immediately, until
his ministry in the archdiocese is
completed.
Rev. Mr. José Maria Quera
Arregui, granted diaconal faculties
of the Archdiocese of Denver and
assigned transitional deacon,
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish,
Boulder, Colo., effective Sept. 26,
2009, until May 2010.
Rev. Mr. Matthew Book, granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese
of Denver and assigned transitional
deacon, Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, Denver,
Colo., effective Sept. 26, 2009, until
May 2010.
Rev. Mr. John Green, granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Some Cold War truths
On Christmas Day, 1991, Mikhail Gorbachev transferred the
Soviet nuclear codes to Boris Yeltsin, called President George
H.W. Bush to wish him a happy Christmas, and picked up a
pen, intending to sign the document that would dissolve the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, created by Lenin 74 years
before.
The pen wouldn’t work. Gorbachev had to borrow a replacement from a CNN crew covering the story.
The Cold War was officially over, which was a very good thing.
Yet as we prepare to mark the 20th anniversary of the fall of the
Berlin Wall—the symbolic centerpiece of the Revolution of 1989,
which made the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991 virtually
inevitable—there seems to be a remarkable lack of interest in a
struggle that dominated world politics for 43 years, threatening
nuclear ruin to North America, Europe and the USSR, devastating
Korea and Southeast Asia, and embroiling the Third World in
proxy wars from which many developing countries have never really recovered. Something that large and consequential, you
would think, would merit considerable and ongoing attention.
Yet, to take but one example, modern history classes in Polish
schools today stop at 1939 (or, in some cases 1945). Things are
not much better in the United States, I fear.
Americans are traditionally good winners who don’t hold
grudges. There was no gloating over the collapse of the USSR.
There were no equivalents of the Nuremberg Trials, or the
Allied military tribunals in post-war Japan, to bring the murderers of the KGB to book. There wasn’t even a VC Day—Victory
Over Communism Day—to parallel VE Day and VJ Day in 1945.
Perhaps many Americans thought it would have been unsporting to declare victory. We quickly put the Cold War behind us.
Worse than today’s lack of interest, however, are those interpretations of the Cold War that suggest it was all a terrible misunderstanding, or that Stalin was “provoked” into hostility toward the West, or that the West could have comes to terms with
the Soviet Union long before 1989. With an eye toward the 20th
anniversary of the wall coming down, let me propose a few
truths about the Cold War and its ending, with special reference
to the Catholic Church and its roles under, and against, communism:
Moral equivalence is moral idiocy. The United States and its
western allies during the Cold War were imperfect democracies
that sometimes did wicked things. Throughout the Cold War
(and long before), the Soviet Union was a pluperfect tyranny
that did terrible things as a matter of course, murdering millions of innocent people in cold blood. Any suggestion that the
U.S. and the USSR were “two scorpions in a bottle” (as one
Carter administration nominee famously put it) reflects a fundamental moral obtuseness about the situation.
The Ostpolitik of Pope Paul VI did not ease the situation of the
Catholic Church behind the iron curtain. Pope Paul’s openness
to dialogue with communist regimes can claim one genuine (if
unintended) accomplishment: it created openings that a Polish
pope (who viewed his predecessor’s Ostpolitik with considerable skepticism) could exploit (often against the counsel of
Vatican diplomats). On the ground, the Ostpolitik of Paul VI
was a disaster in Hungary (where most bishops from the mid1960s on collaborated with the regime), in Czechoslovakia
(where the underground Church felt betrayed), and even in
Rome, where Soviet bloc intelligence agencies used the new
diplomatic contacts necessitated by the Ostpolitik to penetrate
the Vatican in a quite striking way.
Moral power was the key to success. Communism might have
collapsed of its own economic incompetence, but why did it
collapse in 1989 rather than 1999 or 2009 or 2019? And why did
it collapse without violence (Romania excepted)? Our premier
Cold War historian, John Lewis Gaddis of Yale, has the answer:
the moral revolution launched by John Paul II during his first
pilgrimage to Poland in June 1979 was the key to all the rest.
There were winners and losers in this epic contest. Be grateful
that we won. Be grateful for all those who sacrificed blood and
treasure for the victory.

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Oct. 4: 27th Sunday in Ordinary
Time
Scripture readings
• Genesis 2:18-24
• Psalm 128:1-6
• Hebrews 2:9-11
• Mark 10:2-16
Overview: This week’s readings
draw our attention to the importance of marriage in God’s plan of
salvation. In our first reading we
hear about the creation of Eve. As
soon as Adam sees her he exclaims: “This one, at last, is bone
of my bones and flesh of my
flesh!” He recognizes at once a
person like himself. Adam lived in
paradise and enjoyed the company of many animals, but he was
alone for there was no “suitable
partner” for him. He had the companionship of other creatures, but
he could not have communion
with any of them. Adam needed
someone like himself, yet differ-

ent; complementary, not identical: someone who could receive the
sincere gift of himself and return
that gift by giving herself freely
and completely. But the “original
unity” that existed between our
first parents was lost when Adam
and Eve sinned. In the fullness of
time God sent his only-begotten
Son who, according to our second
reading, “was made lower than
the angels, so that by the grace of
God he might taste death for
everyone.” By the sincere gift of
himself on the cross, Christ destroyed sin and broke down “the
dividing wall of hostility … so that
he might create in himself a new
man in place of the two” (Eph
2:14-15). In this week’s Gospel
Christ is challenged by, of all people, the religious leaders who
sought to justify divorce. The
practice was “legal” but, as Christ
reminds them, it was not part of
God’s plan in the beginning.
Key verse: “This one, at last, is
bone of my bones and flesh of my
flesh!” (Gen 2:23)
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “In his preaching Jesus
unequivocally taught the original
meaning of the union of man and

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Concert a taste of heaven
On Thursday, Sept. 24, I spent
two hours in heaven—heaven
on earth that is! My son and I attended the Eric Genuis Year for
Priests concert at St. Thomas
More Church and were overwhelmed by the beauty of the
music presented and the awesome talent of composer-pianist
Genuis, vocalist Linda Easter, violinist Liesel Schoenberger and
cellist Cedra Kuehn.
I want to thank the Register, St.
Thomas More Church and the
Colorado Springs Catholic
Herald for this incredible gift!
It is a shame that more people
didn’t attend, because then they

too could have spent an evening
in “heaven.”
God bless you!
Julie Hecker
Littleton

In gratitude for the concert
I want to express how much my
husband and I enjoyed the Year
for Priests concert (Sept. 24) at
our parish (St. Thomas More,
Centennial) with pianist Eric
Genuis and accompanying musicians and vocalist. It was fabulous—such gifted musicians and
so moving. We loved it! I am so
sad, though, that more did not attend, especially more of our
beloved priests. The evening was

woman as the Creator willed it
from the beginning. By coming to
restore the original order of creation disturbed by sin, he himself
gives the strength and grace to live
marriage in the new dimension of
the Reign of God” (Nos. 16141615).
Pope Benedict XVI: “None of us
gave ourselves life or single-handedly learned how to live. All of us
received from others both life itself
and its basic truths, and we have
been called to attain perfection in
relationship and loving communion with others. The family, founded on indissoluble marriage between a man and a woman, is the
expression of this relational, filial
and communal aspect of life”
(Homily, July 9, 2006).
Application: The original order
of creation was restored by Christ
when he poured himself out on
the cross. One of the first “fruits” of
this restored order is holy matrimony, which Christ raised to the
dignity of a sacrament. Marriage is
more than a mere social convention; it is a divine institution and a
sign of God’s kingdom on earth
through which he is restoring the
original order of creation.

one not to miss. Thank you for all
of your efforts to bring this event
to fruition. Thank you for all you
do to serve the Church.
Jeanne Rogers
Centennial

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250 words
and should include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. We rely on
our readers to recognize that the opinions
expressed in letters to the editor are those
of the author and are not necessarily those
of the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters
containing plainly misstated facts,
misinformation or libelous statements will
not be printed. Unsigned letters will not be
printed. Letters will be edited. Send letters
to: Editor, Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303715-2045. E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Oct. 2: Mass, National Catholic Bioethics Center Seminar, Christ the King Chapel, JPII Center (7:30 a.m.);
Donor appreciation Mass, The Catholic Foundation, Christ the King Chapel, JPII Center (5:30 p.m.)
Oct. 3: Philanthropy Roundtable annual meeting, Colorado Springs; Wedding Anniversary Mass, Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (4:30 p.m.)
Oct. 4: Mass and confirmation, Cure d’Ars Parish, Denver (11 a.m.); Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (6:30 p.m.)
Oct. 6: Mass, 120th anniversary of St. Dominic Parish (7 p.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Sept. 28 – Oct. 2: Retreat director, Archdiocese of Denver priests’ retreat, St. Malo Retreat Center, Allenspark
Oct. 2: Donor appreciation Mass, The Catholic Foundation, Christ the King Chapel, JPII Center (5:30 p.m.)
Oct. 3: Closing Mass, National Catholic Bioethics Center Seminar, Christ the King Chapel, JPII Center (4:40 p.m.)
Oct. 4: Mass, St. Joan of Arc Parish, Arvada (9 a.m.)
Oct. 5: Mass followed by Wyoming Catholic College Foundation Board of Trustees meeting, JPII Center (8 a.m.)

CORRECTION
A Catholic News Service story on Blessed Damien de Vesteur in the Sept. 23 Denver Catholic Register incorrectly
identified the pontiff who declared him venerable. Pope Paul VI approved him as a candidate for sainthood. The
Register apologizes for any confusion the error may have caused.
A story about the conferral of papal honors on new monsignors in the Sept. 23 Denver Catholic Register had a typo.
The correct spelling of the final rank of monsignor listed is Apostolic Protonotary. The Register regrets the error.
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Serra Salute honors native Denver priest
BY JOHN GLEASON

More than 200 family, friends
and parishioners from Our Lady
of Loreto Parish gathered for the
2009 Serra Salute Award Dinner
Sept. 25 to celebrate the ministry
of Msgr. “Father Ed” Buelt, pastor
of the Foxfield church.
The lighthearted evening drew
laughter as speakers shared favorite recollections about the
priest’s work, unbounded energy
and legendary sermons.
“We honor Msgr. Edward Buelt

this evening as the 43rd (Serra
Salute) honoree,” said William
Eck, chairman of the Serra Trust
Fund for Vocations, eliciting applause as he opened the annual
benefit event at Pinehurst
Country Club.
The Serra Salute Award is given
to priests, religious and deacons
for their work fostering vocations
to the priesthood. Organizers
said they were happy to present
the 2009 award to a native
Denver priest as the Church observes the Year for Priests.

Proceeds from the dinner benefit the Serra Trust, which provides financial assistance to
those who are in formation or in
discernment for the priesthood,
diaconate or religious life.
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., who gave the invocation, praised Msgr. Buelt for his
tireless efforts in his 27 years of
service to the Church.
“Thank you so very much for
your time and talent—and congratulations,” he said.
Among his many assignments, Msgr. Buelt has served as
secretary to former archbishop,
now Cardinal J. Francis Stafford,
and has served the Denver
Archdiocese as master of ceremonies, as ecumenical and interfaith officer and as vice chancellor. In 1992 and 1993, he was
the archdiocese’s executive coordinator for World Youth Day
1993 of the National Conference
of Catholic Bishops, which included duties as vice president

for logistics, assistant secretary
and assistant treasurer.
Named an honorary prelate by
Pope John Paul II in 1996, Msgr.
Buelt also served in the Pontifical
Council for the Laity in Rome. He
founded Our Lady of Loreto
Church in 1998 and continues to
serve as its pastor.
One of the speakers was Father
Steven Adams, V.F., pastor of St.
Pius X Parish in Aurora and a
classmate of Msgr. Buelt’s from
both Mullen High School and St.
Thomas Theological Seminary.
“Everything I say is true,”
began Father Adams’ tribute to
his friend. Chuckles ensued
when he added, ”And some of it
actually happened.”
Father Adams chronicled a trip
the two took to South America,
where the two were set upon by
pick-pockets. Later, he credited
Msgr. Buelt for being present at a
time of need—in every way a true
friend. He also praised him for a
work ethic that is second to none.
“I’m very happy to call him my
friend,” Father Adams said.
Longtime Loreto parishioner
Linda Russo shared a top ten list

on “How you know that Father Ed
is your pastor.” The audience,
many of whom attend Msgr.
Buelt’s Masses, were delighted by
the comments Russo interjected.
“If the homily you’re listening
to begins, ‘Once upon a time
there was an octopus named
Rudy, which segues into the
Transfiguration, you know that
Father Ed is your pastor.”
Soon, Msgr. Buelt took the microphone to express his thanks
for the evening.
“I am humbled by the attention
which Serra has paid to me
tonight,” he said. “I’m grateful to
you all for coming.”
Msgr. Buelt added that every
one of his ministries has
brought him great joy, but none
of them surpasses the love he
has for his parishioners at Our
Lady of Loreto.
“I want to thank you,
Archbishop Chaput, for the confidence with which you have
given me to serve so ardent and
amorous a parish community,”
he said. “And thank you for your
episcopal leadership in northern
Colorado.”

Catholic Radio station KPIO celebrates one year
BY JOHN GLEASON

In this economic climate, for a
business to survive its first year of
operation is quite an accomplishment. For a nonprofit organization, the word “miraculous”
might be better suited.
On Sept. 23, the feast of St.
Padre Pio, Catholic Radio KPIO
1570-AM in Loveland marked its
first anniversary of being on the
air. To celebrate, the station held
a pledge drive.
For John Koenig, KPIO station
manager, working a fundraiser is
nothing new. Having worked for
both Catholic Radio Network,
which operates KPIO, and Radio
Maria, Koenig said the process of
fundraising can be challenging
and fun at the same time.
“The cost of running KPIO is
$42 per hour,” he said. “That
takes into account power, lights,
programming, salary—everything. This week we broke from
traditional programming to ask
our listeners to help us stay on
the air.”
KPIO is one of seven stations in
the Catholic Radio Network. The
organization has stations in
Colorado, Kansas and Missouri,
where the headquarters is located.
KPIO’s mission is to teach the
truth and traditions of the
Catholic faith. Located on the
south side of Loveland, the station’s 7,000-watt signal reaches
an audience from just over the
Wyoming border to the southern
suburbs of Denver.
“I know of people in Parker and
Fort Morgan who listen all the
time,” Koenig said. “The coverage is pretty good.”
And while the audience may
not be as large as those found on
your favorite commercial radio

KPIO CATHOLIC
RADIO
Call letters: KPIO 1570-AM in
Loveland
Online: www.thecatholicradionetwork.com/kpio.html
To donate: make a pledge at
970-669-8000

station, Koenig said that more
people find out everyday about
the insightful and thought-provoking programs KPIO has to
offer.
“We have a line-up of good
programming from EWTN,”
Koenig said. “Weekdays we carry
‘Life is Worth Living’ with
Archbishop Fulton Sheen, Father
Mitch Pacwa, apologist Tim
Staples and of course Mother
Angelica, just to name a few.”
Other national programs carried on KPIO include “Theology
of the Body for Teens” and
“Catholic Answers,” a national
call-in talk program. Koenig said
he wants to bring in local content
as well.
“I’m looking at short segments—personality and biography pieces—and also to keep
people aware of what events are
coming up,” he said. “We want to
extend our hand to as many different organizations as possible. I
see the station as a springboard
where the Archdiocese of Denver
can promote events they want to
get people to.”
The station is not owned by the
Archdiocese of Denver but is
faithful to the magisterium of the
Church and is loyal to Archbishop
Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. With
no advertising, the station is dependent on listener donations.
“I’m excited for our future,”

Koenig said. “We’ve had people
come in this week to participate
and pledge their support.”
That support helps the station
achieve its goals, which Koenig
explained are “to reach as many
people as we can, spread the
word of the new evangelization
and bring more souls to Christ.”
Jim O’Laughlin, president of
the Catholic Radio Network, flew
in from the Kansas City, Mo.,
headquarters to take part in the
anniversary week. He said the
way so many faithful jumped in
to help the station with its pledge
drive and set to their tasks with a
good spirit made him smile.
“This has been going great and
has been a lot of fun,” he said.
“Everyone has a good time when
they get in the studio and we’ve
had many, many wonderful testimonials from people who have
shared how God has helped
them.”
O’Laughlin added that he wasn’t surprised at the outpouring of
support.
“Last week we held a pledge
drive in Kansas City,” he said,
“and I can’t tell you how many
times I heard people there talk
about coming back to the faith
because of what they heard on
Catholic radio. One man even
called it ‘The Learning Channel.’
“Look at what you have here,”
O’Laughlin said. “The programming offers apologetics, Catholic
answers (and) testimonials.
“It’s like having access to a
wonderful homily,” he added. “A
homily that is available all day,
everyday.”
Although KPIO’s anniversary
pledge drive ended last week,
Koenig said that anyone who
would like to make a pledge may
still do so by calling the studio at
970-669-8000.
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Four lay Catholics to be honored for service to Hispanic community
BY JULY FILBY

ARCHBISHOP GOMEZ

Four laypeople who give generously of
AWARDS DINNER
themselves to their parishes and to the
wider Catholic community will be recogWhen: 5:30-8:30 p.m., Oct. 15
nized next month for their leadership and
Where: Centro San Juan Diego, 2830
ministry.
Lawrence St., Denver
The fifth annual Archbishop José H.
Gomez Awards Dinner will be held on the
Tickets: $100 per person
evening of Oct. 15 at Centro San Juan
Deadline: Oct. 9
Diego, the archdiocese’s center for pastoral
Information: Call 303-295-9470 Ext.
ministry and leadership development in
104 or e-mail abraham.morales@archthe Hispanic community.
den.org
“This has become a tradition that people look forward to every year,” said
Abraham Morales, associate director of assistant at St. Pius X, in his nomination
Hispanic Ministry for the archdiocese. letter. “With Henry’s help, Anglo and
“It’s a great occasion to recognize those Hispanic parishioners get to see the best
who work so diligently without expecting in each culture.”
Vergil is married with three children and
anything for their hard work of spreading
four granddaughters.
the Gospel.
The Alvarez’s, who worship at both St.
“At the same time, it’s an exceptional
Thomas
More
Parish
in
moment when Catholics from
Centennial and St. Mark Parish in
different backgrounds and culHighlands Ranch, will be hontures come together,” he added.
ored
with
the
Amistad
The awards, named after cur(Friendship) Award as exceptionrent archbishop of San Antonio
al friends—or amigos—of Centro
and Denver’s former auxiliary
San Juan Diego. While the other
bishop, are given to encourage
two awards were nominated by
and recognize pastoral and social
pastors and parishioners, the
leadership among Latinos and
Amistad Award was selected by
Hispanics in the Church.
This year’s honorees are Ana ANA GALVÁN DE the organization’s planning comTISCAREÑO
mittee.
Galván de Tiscareño, Henry
Raul, a hematologist and onVergil, and Dr. Raul Alvarez and
cologist; and Christine, an attorhis wife Christine.
ney, founded Colorado Cancer
Tiscareño, a parishioner of St.
Care in 1999. The couple is
Joseph in Denver, will receive the
known for their generous supPastoral Leadership Award for
port of Centro San Juan Diego,
her outstanding leadership in
where Christine was a member
Hispanic Ministry in the parish
of the advisory board. In addiand archdiocese.
tion, Christine serves on many
In her nomination letter, longHENRY
boards including the Catholic
time parishioner Luz Maria Villa
VERGIL
Association of Latino Leaders,
described Tiscareño as the “enDenver Catholic Foundation,
gine that injects dynamism” into
Escuela de Guadalupe and
St. Joseph’s due to her active inColorado Christian Home.
volvement in many projects.
“They have believed in the
Since her arrival to Denver
dream of Centro San Juan Diego
from Mexico in 1992, her minand have supported our efforts
istries have included youth group
since the beginning,” said
leader, catechist, director of reliMorales. The Alvarez’s have three
gious education, certified lay paschildren and seven grandchiltoral minister, fundraising coordren.
dinator, associate coordinator of
CHRISTINE
Archbishop Gomez, Denver
stewardship and parochial pasALVAREZ
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
toral assistant.
Tiscareño is currently a volunteer for O.F.M. Cap. and Denver Auxiliary Bishop
Hispanic ministry and religious education James D. Conley will attend the dinner.
at Sacred Heart Church in Denver, a mem- Archbishops Gomez and Chaput will perber of the archdiocese’s integration com- sonally present the awards, which are cusmittee, an instructor at Centro San Juan tom designed pieces of art encompassing
Diego, a volunteer for the archdiocese’s an oil painting of St. Juan Diego, engraved
Spanish newspaper El Pueblo Catòlico and in wood, surrounded by tin figures and
a third year student in Denver’s Catholic symbols called repujado.
The event begins at 5:30 p.m. with a reBiblical School. She is married and has two
ception, followed by dinner at 6:30 p.m.
children.
Vergil, from St. Pius X Parish in Aurora, After dinner, there will be remarks from
will be presented the Social Justice Archbishop Chaput and Luis Soto, director
Leadership Award for his commitment to of Hispanic Ministry for the archdiocese.
social justice and community service. At Anne Trujillo, KMGH Channel 7 News anSt. Pius X, he is known as the “bridge” be- chor wil serve as mistress of ceremonies.
tween the English-speaking and Spanish- There will be a silent auction of unique
speaking communities—greatly con- pieces of craftwork from Mexico City. The
tributing to the continual integration of event will conclude with remarks from
the parish. He is a member of the activities Archbishop Gomez, which are always
committee, parish finance committee, highly anticipated by guests.
Morales indicated the biggest social and
home and school advisory board,
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council and head economic justice issue currently facing the
of the Hispanic ministry leadership coun- Hispanic community continues to be the
cil. He recently began serving as the co- lack of immigration reform. Second, is the
loss of jobs in the construction and service
chair for the parish stewardship appeal.
“At the heart of our (integration) suc- industries where many Colorado
cess is Henry,” wrote Jay Reszka, pastoral Hispanics were employed.

“Last year many students came to
Centro to learn skills, so they’ll be prepared for better jobs when they become
available,” he said. “We have also seen an
increase in requests for scholarships due
to more people with no job or their hours
being cut.”

Money raised by the event will fund
current ministries of Centro San Juan
Diego—and allow the center to expand
the number of people their services
reach. Currently, the center serves more
than 31,000 individuals and families each
year.
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PHOTOS BY ROBERT LINN/DCR

DEACON David Nix pledges obedience and respect to Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., and his successors.

Ordination
From Page 1
tions, “you deacons are called by God to
serve the priest and the people.”
The archbishop emphasized that all
faithful and clerics should appreciate and
respect deacons and their ministry.
A clergy rank of the Church in Apostolic
times, the diaconate eventually became a
preliminary step toward ordination to the
priesthood. While it still serves this purpose for men who will become priests, like
those ordained Saturday, in 1967 the diaconate was restored as a permanent rank
of holy orders.
Deacons can officiate at baptisms,
weddings, wakes and funerals. They can
also preach and distribute holy
Communion. They cannot consecrate
the Eucharist, hear confessions or anoint
the sick.
“Understand that your ordination today
is a gift and an act of the mercy of God,”
Archbishop Chaput said as he reflected on
the second Scripture reading from the
Mass (2 Cor 4:1-2, 5-7), which addressed
apostolic ministry. “This moment (of ordination) is like a new creation.”
The Ordination Rite began with the five
men being called forward and affirmed as
worthy of ordination. Upon the archbishop’s acceptance, the congregation applauded enthusiastically.
Next, the men promised celibacy and
obedience to the archbishop and his successors. Then, as they lay prostrate before
the altar, the congregation sang the Litany
of Supplication, asking the intercession of
the saints for them.
In silence, the archbishop laid hands on
each of the men as they knelt before him.
He then said the Prayer of Ordination over
the group.
Finally, the newly ordained were vested
with a deacon’s stole and dalmatic and
were empowered to preach the Gospel.
“Receive the Gospel of Christ, whose
herald you now are,” the archbishop said
as each of the new deacons knelt in turn
before him holding a gleaming gold Book
of Gospels.
“Believe what you read,” the archbishop
exhorted, “teach what you believe and
practice what you teach.”

DEACON Jose Maria Quera prays during
ordination rites Sept. 26.
Following the archbishop’s lead, veteran
deacons gave each new deacon a warm
embrace, welcoming them into the order
of deacons.
The deacons then took seats in the sanctuary beside the archbishop, eliciting
warm applause, and assisted him for the
remainder of the Mass.
In concluding the Mass, the archbishop
thanked all those responsible for fostering
the men’s vocations—their families, their
parish communities, the seminaries where
they are in formation, and the
Neocatechumenal Way, a Vatican approved catechumenate that played a significant role in the vocations of Deacons
Green and Quera.
Earlier, while ending his homily, the
archbishop had encouraged the men to
have a love for the poor as did martyrsaints Cosmas and Damien, brother physicians in third-century Syria who were
called the “moneyless ones” because they
refused payment for their services. And he
had declared that if the men could be like
St. John Vianney, “the whole world would
be converted.”
“Remember St. John Vianney,” the archbishop urged. “Remember Sts. Cosmas
and Damien.”

l 11

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l SEPTEMBER 30, 2009

Conley
From Page 5
reflection. A number of his undergraduate students followed him
there and they lived a sort of
monastic way of life of regular
prayer and study.
It was at this time that Newman
began writing his famous “Essay
on the Development of Christian
Doctrine.” Newman used the idea
of development of doctrine to
trace certain Catholic doctrines to
discover whether or not these doctrines were examples of true development of Apostolic teachings, or
whether they were corruptions or
innovations. He argued that, on
the contrary, various Catholic doctrines not accepted by Protestants
(such as devotion to the Blessed
Virgin Mary, purgatory, and the
communion of the saints) had a
developmental history analogous
to doctrines accepted by
Protestants (such as the Trinity or
the divinity and humanity of
Christ).
In September 1845, after nearly
four years of writing, he finally put
his pen down, without finishing
the work, and sought to be received, as he wrote, into “the one
true fold of the Redeemer.”
The study of the development
of Christian doctrine convinced
Newman
that
what
the
Protestants called Roman corruptions were genuine developments of the original deposit of
faith and revelation and that the

PHOTO PROVIDED COURTESY ENDOW

MORE THAN 180 women of all ages from 13 U.S. states, Canada
and Ireland attended the 2009 ENDOW Catholic Women’s
Conference “Living the Christian Virtues: Growing in Truth and
Strength” held Sept. 25-26 at St. Thomas More Parish in
Centennial. Auxiliary Bishop James Conley, above, delivered the
keynote address at the event’s opening banquet.
present Roman Church and the
Church of the early Fathers were
identical, one in the same. As
soon as he became not only certain in his views of the Catholic
Church but also aware of his duty
in conscience to enter it, he did
so, being received by the famous
Italian Passionist missionary
priest Father Dominic Barberi at
Littlemore on Oct. 9, 1845, at the
age of 45. Others began immediately to follow his example, and
thus, the Oxford Movement came
to its ultimate conclusion.
Shortly after his conversion
Newman went to Rome to study
for the priesthood. He was ordained in 1848. He returned to

England and founded the
Oratorians of St. Philip Neri, established the first Catholic university in Ireland, the Oratorian

school system in England, played
an important role in the reestablishment the Catholic hierarchy
England, wrote many more important books, treatises, publications, sermons and thousands of
personal letters.
The following meditation captures the heart of the soon to be
blessed, Cardinal Newman, and
gives us an insight into our own
hearts, as God speaks to each one
of us, cor ad cor, heart to heart.
God has created me to do Him
some definite service;
He has committed some work to
me
Which He has not committed to
another. I have my mission—
I may never know it in this life,
but I shall be told it in the next.
I am a link in a chain, a bond of
connections between persons.
He has not created me for nothing. I shall do good; I shall do His
work.
I shall be an angel of peace,
A preacher of truth in my own

CONFERENCE CDS
To purchase CDs of any of the
talks from the 2009 ENDOW
Catholic Women’s Conference,
visit www.endowonline.org or
call 303-715-3224.

place while not intending it—
If I do but keep His commandments.
Therefore I will trust Him.
Whatever, wherever I am, I can
never be thrown away.
If I am in sickness, my sickness
may serve Him;
If I am in sorrow, my sorrow
many serve Him.
He does nothing in vain,
He knows what He is about.
He may take away my friends.He
may throw me among strangers.
He many make me feel desolate,
Make my spirits sink, hide my future from me—
Still He knows what He is about.
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Jesuit priest-founder of unique Denver Catholic school dies
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

ST. LOUIS, Mo.—Jesuit Father
Thomas S. Prag, founder of a
unique Catholic school in north
Denver, died suddenly on
Saturday morning, Sept. 19 at
White House Retreat in St. Louis,
where he had just begun serving
as superior of the community in
mid-August.
Father Prag was 71 years old
and had just completed his 52nd
year as a Jesuit.
Born in St. Louis on July 24,
1938, Father Prag grew up in

south St. Louis. He entered the
Society of Jesus in Florissant, Mo.,
on Aug. 17, 1957. He followed the
usual course of studies, doing his
philosophical studies at St. Louis
University and his regency in
Wichita, Kan., teaching English
and elocution at Chaplain
Kapaun Memorial High School.
He returned to St. Louis for his
theology studies at Lewis
Memorial and was ordained on
Dec. 6, 1969. He earned a master’s degree in spiritual theology
from St. Louis University in 1971
and completed his formal for-

mation with tertianship (last pe- Guadalupe, a dual-language
riod of Jesuit formation) under Catholic grade school in the
the guidance of Jesuit Father neighborhood.
“Father Tom was a priVince O’Flaherty in
mary creator of this
Cushing, Okla.
school and more imporFor most of Father
tant, of this mission,”
Prag’s 40 years of
said David Card, presipriestly ministry he
dent of Escuela de
was involved in spirituGuadalupe School. “His
al direction and directprocess of creating this
ing retreats. He first
school was a process of
served as spiritual dilistening to people who
rector for the scholastics at Fusz Memorial FATHER THOMAS don’t always get a voice,
PRAG, S.J.
the result of which creatand for priests and sisters in programs for people who ed an extraordinary opportunity
were preparing for work in for- for children in this neighborhood.”
Father Prag loved retreat work
mation and leadership positions
and served on the staff of Sacred
in their communities.
Throughout his career Father Heart Retreat House in Sedalia,
Prag developed a keen interest in Colo., from 1987 to 1994 and for
social justice issues. Never an ac- two shorter periods of time at
tivist or a reformer, he was simply White House Retreat in St.
mindful of the poor and the pow- Louis. When the need arose in
erless. From 1984 to 1986 he 2005 for the provincial to apserved as the provincial’s assis- point a novice director on short
tant for social ministries. Even notice, Father Prag graciously
though he was not skilled as a lin- agreed to accept the position.
guist, he and two other Jesuits His extensive experience with
moved into the predominantly Ignatian spirituality and his
Hispanic area surrounding Our gentle steadiness served the
Lady of Guadalupe Church in novices well. He was, however,
Denver to be present to the peo- delighted to be reassigned to
ple, to do what pastoral ministry White House Retreat in August
they could, but mostly to learn and was settling in to the role as
from the people. During those superior of the community
years he played an instrumental when he was struck by a sudrole in the founding of Escuela de den, massive heart attack.

MEMORIAL MASS
FOR FATHER
THOMAS PRAG, S.J.
When: 11 a.m. Oct. 9
Where: St. Patrick Church, 3325
Pecos St.
Reception: to follow at Escuela
de Guadalupe, 3401 Pecos St.
Who: all who would like to celebrate the life of Father Prag are
invited

Friends said his gentle wisdom
reinforced with his trademark
smile brought peace to many.
At Father Prag’s funeral, noted
Card, it was recalled that a favorite motto of his was “Life is
good, it’s getting better all the
time and the best is yet to come.”
“He had a hat with that saying
on it,” Card said. “Now that he
has passed on, the meaning of
‘the best is yet to come’ is exceptionally poignant.”
Visitation was held Sept. 22
and a funeral Mass was celebrated the following day, both at St.
Francis Xavier College Church.
Burial was in Calvary Cemetery.
Memorial contributions may be
sent to: Jesuits of the Missouri
Province, 4511 W. Pine Blvd., St.
Louis, MO 63108-2191.

Friends of Charity Award given to laywoman
Sally Brands, described by many
as “volunteer extraordinaire,” was
presented the Msgr. Thomas
Dentici Friends of Charity Award
on Sept. 16 in Rifle, Colo.
The award is named after
Brooklyn-born
priest
Msgr.
Thomas Dentici, who served
parishes in the New Jersey area
and spent time in a Trappist
monastery before joining the
Denver Archdiocese in 1981. Now
retired, Msgr. Dentici served at
several parishes throughout the
Western Slope. Given by Catholic
Charities, the Msgr. Dentici
Friends of Charity Award is bestowed on those who exhibit exemplary service to the Western
Slope community.
When told she would receive the
award, Brands said she felt, “a little
embarrassed.”
“I just did what needed to be
done,” she protested. “I am not
good at stuffing envelopes but I am
good at organizing. You know,
around here (western Colorado)
you can always find someone to
help get things done. People here
are very self-reliant and don’t wait
around for someone else to do
something. They take it upon
themselves to make things happen.”
Father Robert E. Hehn, pastor of
St. Mary’s Parish in Rifle, said
Brands models how to serve others. “Sally has and is fulfilling Jesus’
mandate to help others,” he said.

Born in Portland, Ore., Brand impact on the community. By
earned a bachelor’s degree in the- keeping costs low, more assistance
ology from Mundelein College, is available for those in need.”
Brands also used her general
now part of Loyola University in
Chicago. Upon graduation she contracting abilities to get a threeunit apartment complex
moved to Los Angeles
built at St. Mary Church
and taught high school
that would house emreligion, as well as
ployees at a minimum
earned her master’s deexpense.
gree in philosophy of reJim Coombs, immiligion. That is where she
grant community advomet and married her
cate
for
Catholic
husband, John Savage.
Charities of the Western
The couple relocated
to Rifle in the 1980s. They SALLY BRANDS Slope, noted Brand’s
work as a member of the
had four children, now
adults living in various parts of the Community Integration Initiative,
world, and have been married for which provides grants that en31 years. Since moving to the courage and benefit community
Western Slope, Brands has consis- integration activities in the Aspen
tently given to the community. to Parachute region.
“The past two and half years she
While her children were in school,
she served on the local school has been a strong, wise and posiboard and has served on many tive voice in evaluation and supcivic boards. She has been a port of numerous programs, and
teacher, a bookkeeper and for the single-handedly gave Rifle a practical, critical voice within CII,”
last 10 years, a general contractor.
“Sally single handedly had a new Coombs said.
Brands is also an active board
building built for LIFT-UP in Rifle,”
said Michael Powell, executive di- member for the Academy of
rector of the nonprofit organiza- Western Slope Artists and
tion dedicated to providing essen- Musicians and maintains a weekly
tial humanitarian assistance. Meals on Wheels delivery route.
According
to
Marian
“From securing the land to construction management, she made McDonough, Catholic Charities’
it happen. She provided her pro- Western Slope regional director,
fessional services and was able to “Sally exemplifies our mission of
persuade other contractors to do extending the healing ministry of
the same. Built for half the cost, her Jesus Christ to the poor and those
leadership has had an enormous in need.”
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THE CATEQUIZ’EM
This was the desert in
which the Israelites
wandered for 40
years.

c. The seven seals.

b. Somalia;

5. This refers to unlawful selling
of Church offices:

c. Sheba.

a. Semantics;

a. Sally;

b. Simony;

b. Sarah;

c. Semi-Arianism.

c. Salome.

6. This refers to a version of the
Old Testament:

12. Another moniker for Paul:

a. The Septuagint;
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON

b. The Sealed Version;
c. The Salem Copy.

This September quiz examines
some “S’s.”
1. This was a biblical strongman
who lost his heart to Delilah:

11. The wife of Abraham:

a. Simon;
b. Cephas;
c. Saul.

7. The Dead Sea is famous for
salt and these artifacts:

13. A type of Jewish council
which was opposed to Jesus’
ministry:

a. Shards;

a. The Senate;

b. Scrolls;

b. The Sanhedrin;

c. Swords.

c. The Sanctum.

c. Simeon.

8. This is a plural, referring to
types of angels:

2. This was the desert in which
the Israelites wandered for 40
years:

a. Seraphim;

14. This animal was not
sacrificed but instead loaded up
with sins and allowed to escape:

b. Saphim;

a. The scapegoat;

a. Sinai;

c. Saramim.

b. The sacred dove;

b. Sahara;

9. These men are often
mentioned in association with
Pharisees:

c. The stumbling block.

a. Simon;
b. Samson;

c. Sabat.

15. Simon Magus was a New
Testament:

3. This was the mountain where
Moses got the Ten
Commandments:

a. Sandehrim;

a. Roman convert to Christianity;

b. Scribes;

b. Magician and showman;

a. Sinai;

c. Songsters.

c. Martyr for the Christian cause.

b. Sahara;

a. The Sermon on the Mount;

10. Seba, mentioned in some
versions of the Old Testament,
is probably associated with, or
the same as, this country ruled
by a queen:

b. The “second coming”;

a. Sudan;

4. This included the Beatitudes:

ANSWERS: 1.b, 2.a. 3.a, 4.a, 5.b.
6.a, 7.b. 8.a, 9.b, 10.c. 11.b. 12.c
13.b, 14.a. 15.b

c. Sabat.

ASK AN APOLOGIST
Q: HOW ARE YOU SUPPOSED TO RESPOND
TO A FRIEND OR FAMILY MEMBER WHO
DOESN’T WANT TO HEAR THE TRUTH?
WHY WOULD ANYONE NOT WANT TO HEAR
OR KNOW THE TRUTH?
A: People actually prefer ignorance (“darkness”) to truth
(“light”) because truth exposes
their “evil deeds” (See Jn 3:1921). St. Augustine gave a brilliant
response to this timeless question, which he dealt
with more than 1,600
years ago in his famous autobiography
“Confessions” (Book
X, Ch. 23). Augustine
makes several important points:
• All men want to be
happy.

• If no one wants to be deceived,
why, then, do some people not
rejoice in the truth? Why does
truth “beget hatred” in some
people?
Augustine answers:

JAMES

• Because they love
something else more
than truth (it could be
some lesser good besides God; or some
sin or vice).
• They love the truth
when she shines on
them; but hate her
when she rebukes
them.

• Which would you reCAVANAGH
joice in: truth or false• They love her when she reveals
hood? A reasonable person
herself (or someone else) but
would rejoice in the truth.
hate her when she reveals them.
• A happy life, therefore, consists
“The human mind, so blind and
of joy in the truth.
sick, so base and unseemly,”
• Augustine said he had never
Augustine said, “desires to lie
experienced anyone who wanted
concealed, but wishes not that
to be deceived; although he had
anything should be concealed
experienced many who wanted to from it.”
deceive others.
See Apologist, Page 15

1 4 l AT TO R N E Y D I R ECTO RY

SEPTEMBER 30, 2009 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Annual Red Mass set Oct. 11

Catholic Lawyers Guild of Colorado
The Guild is a not-for-profit organization of Catholic lawyers
and judges which exists to promote social service, facilitate
education, provide spiritual guidance and foster fellowship.
Those attorneys or judges interested in JOINING the Guild or persons interested
in RETAINING ATTORNEYS who are members of the Guild are encouraged to
visit our website at www.colocatholiclawyers.com or call (303) 824-3120.

Ann Allott
Allott Immigration Law Firm
2305 E. Arapahoe Rd., Ste. 100
Centennial, CO 80122

(303) 797-8055
ann@allott.com

Tamra K. Waltemath
Tamra K. Waltemath, P.C.
3843 West 73rd Ave.
Westminster, CO 80030

(303) 657-0360
tamra@WaltemathLawOffice.com

Scott M. Browning
Rothgerber Johnson & Lyons LLP
1200 17th Street, Suite 3000
Denver, CO 80202

(303) 623-9000
sbrowning@rothgerber.com

Charles Goldberg
Rothgerber Johnson & Lyons LLP
1200 17th Street, Suite 3000
Denver, CO 80202

(303) 623-9000
cgoldberg@rothgerber.com

Years experience: 26+ years
Specialty: Immigration / Naturalization.
All types of Immigration issues.

The Denver Archdiocese’s annual Red Mass is set for 10:30 a.m.
Sunday, Oct. 11 at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception. All judges, lawyers
and law professionals are invited
to attend.
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., and Auxiliary Bishop
James D. Conley will concelebrate
the Mass, which is organized by
the Office of Liturgy. Judges are
invited to vest in their judicial
robes and participate in the entrance procession of the Mass.
Judges are asked to register with
the Office of Liturgy at 303-7153156
or
by
e-mailing
John.Miller@archden.org.
The tradition of the Red Mass
was begun by Pope Innocent IV in
1243 for the Ecclesial Judicial
Court. The liturgy asks the invocation of the Holy Spirit as a source of
wisdom, understanding, counsel,
fortitude and strength for the coming term of the court. The red vestments worn by the presiding celebrant signify the Holy Spirit and
martyrdom.
Martyr St. Thomas More, a
statesman, lawyer, judge and au-

ST. THOMAS MORE
thor, is the patron of lawyers. In
April 1534, More refused to sign
the Oath of Supremacy, which
recognized King Henry XIII as
head of the church in England instead of the pope. He was imprisoned for treason and beheaded in
July 1535. His final words on the
scaffold were: “The king’s good
servant, but God’s first.” More was
beatified in 1886 and canonized
by the Catholic Church by Pope
Pius XI in 1935.

What led you to be an attorney?

Prayer, fellowship provide
vital aid to Catholic
lawyers in their work

I became an attorney because I really wanted to help

BY OTTO K. HILBERT II, ESQ.

Parishioner of St. Francis of Assisi, Castle Rock
Member of the Catholic Lawyers Guild of Colorado

people and I have a desire to seek justice. I believe if
you want peace you need to work for justice.

Years experience: 20 years
Specialty: Elder law, probate, trusts and estates
(including wills, powers of attorney and living wills)
Member of the Catholic Lawyers Guild of Colorado

Years experience: 15 years
Specialty: Religious institutions, complex
litigation, nonprofit organizations

Legal counsel to the Archdiocese of Denver
Member of the Catholic Lawyers Guild of Colorado

Years experience: 45 years
Specialty: Complex civil litigation, religious
liberty issues, condemnations
Legal counsel to the Archdiocese of Denver
Member of the Catholic Lawyers Guild of Colorado

Lawyers are called upon to
represent their clients in a myriad of matters. Clients expect
and deserve thoughtful and
prompt action. Lawyers are of
course bound by the law, or a
logical extension of the law, in
the pursuit of their clients’ interests.
Faith does not play a part on
the surface of this attorneyclient relationship, but faith and
fellowship with other lawyers
who practice their faith are crucial tools to members of organizations such as The Catholic
Lawyers Guild of Colorado and
The St. Thomas More Society.
Faith and ethical reasoning provide an overlay to our membership.
Obviously, laws are made by
people and as such are imperfect. Moral interpretation and
ethical application of these laws
are the focus of lawyers in religious organizations.
One
lawyer’s analysis, in a vacuum,
can easily be flawed. Socratic
debate with colleagues of faith
helps in the thorough decisionmaking analysis that we are
called to perform.
The practice of law is inherently stressful. We are called to
advocate in unlimited fact patterns against another’s position.
Too often lawyers today take on
their client’s position as their

CATHOLIC
LAWYERS GUILD
For more information
Online:
www.colocatholiclawyers.com
Phone: 303-324-3748

own. This is a mistake that challenges our entire profession. A
lawyer must maintain their professional distance from their
client’s position to properly and
unemotionally advise the client.
Where a case becomes mylawyer-against-your-lawyer,
ethical analysis and thoughtful
representation fly out the window. Religious fraternity such as
we practice helps us center ourselves to balance our stressful
lives and maintain the calm objectivity that results in proper
decision-making and good law.
We pray not that we win, but
that we do what is right for our
clients and our profession. So
many times I have heard fellow
guild members tell me they
found a means to complete a
deal or resolve a lawsuit in a way
they didn’t initially contemplate,
by prayer and through dialogue
with
prayerful
colleagues.
Creativity and novel problemsolving are frequent products of

See Hilbert, page 15
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St. Thomas More: inspiration in the face of adversity Hilbert
BY L. MICHAEL BROOKS JR., ESQ.

Every June 22, the members and
friends of the St. Thomas More
Society come together for a Mass
to honor the patron of lawyers and
namesake of the organization on
the saint’s feast day.
It’s an easy day for me to remember, as it also happens to be
my birthday. But June 22 is also
the anniversary of the day in 2007
that a former Denver district court
judge and Denver city attorney
shot himself under a bridge in a
local park after a highly publicized
investigation about a missing
state-owned laptop.
Lately it seems we are bombarded with similar stories of successful, seemingly happy people who
fall from the height of promising
careers and frequently cause devastation to their families. That the
subjects of many of these stories
happen to be lawyers or judges
may be a sad commentary on the
legal profession and a reflection on
the broader public’s interest in
salacious stories involving lawyers.
After all, lawyers and judges are
part of the class that makes and
enforces the rules. When they are

ST. THOMAS MORE
SOCIETY OF COLORADO
Online:
www.lawyers4allseasons.org
Phone: 303-830-1212

alleged to break the rules or make
some serious mistake, it rarely
goes unnoticed.
For some of us, our mistakes
may be professional ones that may
even be recorded in the books of
judicial decisions, publicly available but not widely read. For others, personal or professional failings may become very public
news. Public exposure of our sins
and failings can frequently give
rise to overwhelming despair.
For those of us, lawyers and
non-lawyers alike, who face this
despair that comes from a failure
of a personal or professional nature, the life and inspiring words of
St. Thomas More offer an example
of hope that we can, in his words,
“be merry in God,” even in the face
of great adversity. More’s decision
to stand up to King Henry VIII and
to support papal authority was
certainly no mistake or folly. But

the effect of that decision on
More’s life and that of his family
was no less severe than if he had
committed the most serious transgression. Stripped of his titles and
authority, imprisoned in the Tower
of London, and finally executed,
More suffered the same punishment as if he had been guilty of
horrible crimes.
Through it all, More took solace
not just in the conviction that he
was right, but also in the fact that
the adversity he was suffering was,
itself, a gift from God. More knew
that the gift of adversity is rarely
one that is asked for, and that
God’s reason for bestowing such a
gift is frequently a mystery to us.
Yet he prayed in thanksgiving, saying, “Perhaps we have more cause
to thank God for our loss than for
our gain, for his wisdom can see
better what is good for us than we
ourselves can see.” When his family’s barn went up in flames, consuming an abundant harvest of
grain stored there, More urged his
family to “thank (God) heartily for
adversity as well as for prosperity”
(“Be Merry In God,” Charis, 1999).
More’s words of comfort to his
family are yet another example of

Jesus the refugee and immigration law
BY ANN ALLOTT, ESQ.

I am a female Catholic lawyer
who prays to use my immigration
law skills every day to serve those
not given the universal right to
work in just and favorable conditions in the United States. Our nation has educated millions of undocumented children but thrown
them away by not allowing them
to work. Most of them fled with
their families from desperate economic conditions and would be
unable to survive if they returned
to countries they never knew.
My most heartbreaking case involved a young man who was the
son of an illiterate mother who

brought him to the United States
when he was 4 years old. He graduated from high school as a
straight-A student. Against all
odds, he was selected for West
Point—but the invitation was rescinded when it was learned that
he was undocumented. Today, this
young man who wanted to serve
America and was capable of becoming a strong leader is now refinishing cars in his backyard in a
small, prairie town.
Jesus’ life began as a refugee to
Africa when he and his family fled
to Egypt to escape Herod. To welcome the sojourner is to welcome
Jesus himself. His example gives
me faith and courage to help

change our broken system with
immigration reform that acknowledges the universal human right to
work and be treated fairly.
Ann Allott, Esq., of Allott
Immigration Law Firm in
Centennial, is on the Catholic
Lawyers Guild board of directors
and is a past president of the guild.

the fact that our Catholic faith runs
against the prevailing currents of
our culture. Suffering is seen as
something that is always to be
avoided; pain must be relieved.
But for lasting relief, we have to
understand the reasons for our adversity and what lessons God
might be trying to teach us
through suffering, particularly
when, as is so often the case, our
suffering is at least partially of our
own doing.
As we celebrate the annual Red
Mass this Oct. 11, I join with the
members of the St. Thomas More
Society in praying through the intercession of St. Thomas More for
all of us who have had some failing, private or public, personal or
professional, that is causing great
adversity, that we will come to understand God’s grace in allowing
adversity to befall us and that we
will use the events of adversity in
our lives as invitations to strengthen our faith in God and to “be
merry” in him.

From Page 14

quiet, prayerful reflection and
serene, prayerful dialogue.
The road is rarely smooth for
attorneys. We have to handle
partners, clients, courts and opposing counsel in hundreds of
settings and circumstances.
Having a retreat with guild colleagues refreshes us. We have
many events, Masses, dinners
and continuing legal education
opportunities for our colleagues
that really bring a peace and
sense of higher purpose to those
who participate. The annual Red
Mass for all lawyers and judges is
set for 10:30 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 11
at the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, followed at noon with an awards
brunch at The University Club.
Visit online at www.colocatholiclawyers.com for more information and events or to join The
Catholic Lawyers Guild, or call
303-324-3748.

Otto K. Hilbert II, Esq., of
L. Michael Brooks Jr., Esq., of Robinson, Waters & O’Dorisio P.C.
Wells,Anderson & Race LLC,is pres- in Denver, is president of The
ident of the St. Thomas More Catholic Lawyers Guild.
Society of Colorado.
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Evening to benefit Haven of Hope set Oct. 17
Anchor Ann Trujillo of 7News
and Elway’s restaurant executive
chef Tyler Wiard will take part in
the Oct. 17 Food for Hope gala, a
benefit for the homeless day
shelter Father Woody’s Haven of
Hope.
The festive event will give
people the opportunity to watch
live cooking demonstrations
with one of Colorado’s best re-

Man’s
vocation to
eternal life
does not
suppress,
but actually
reinforces,
his duty to
put into
action in this
world the
energies
and means
received
from the
Creator to
serve
justice and
peace.
CCC 2820
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A WOMAN and child enjoy lunch at Father Woody's Haven of
Hope day shelter during the grand opening celebration in 2007.
garded chefs, enjoy catered cuisine, a wine tasting, and a live
and silent auction. Items up for
bid include golf trips, a wine
tasting excursion to Napa Valley,
gift baskets and restaurant gift
certificates. Also on the block
will be a chance for some lucky
fan to view the baseball memorabilia collection of Marshall
Fogel, one of the premiere collectors in the country today.
Father Woody’s Haven of
Hope provides hope and help to
people who would otherwise
have no place to turn. Every day,
Haven of Hope serves more than
100 breakfasts, 150 lunches, provides showers and laundry facilities to the homeless. The shelter

assists people with medical copays and distributes over the
counter medicine. Visitors to
Haven of Hope have access to
phone, Internet and counseling,
and make use of a clothing
bank.
Food for Hope is set from 6
p.m. to 10 p.m. Oct. 17 at Roth
Distributing, 17801 E. 40th Ave.
in Aurora. Tickets are $75 each
and can be purchased online or
contact Jordan Foots at . The
tickets will be mailed to you.
For more information on
Food For Hope or on Father
Woody’s Have of Hope, go online
to
frwoodyshavenofhope.org or
call 303-607-0855.

Apologist
From Page 13
But here’s the kicker: even though
people want to hide from the truth
because she’ll expose their faults,
yet they rejoice when she does reveal them because all people, deep
down, are happy when they know
the truth.
That’s why we always feel better
after going to confession. Even
though we may be reluctant to go
because we don’t want to expose
our faults, we feel better when we
do because we have faced the truth
squarely.

This week’s apologist is James
Cavanagh, director of the Office of
Evangelization and Catechesis for
metro area parishes and author of
the Breaking Open the Word
Scripture reflection. Send your
question to: editor@archden.org.
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WE MATTER to
God because we
are his
beloved
children,
created in
his image,
for whom
he died,
and with
whom he
wants to
live forever
in heaven.

Dignity
From Page 2
partner rather than giving a gift of
one’s whole being. When people
use each other for sexual pleasure,
their dignity is obscured, which
can lead to abuse, abortion, sexually transmitted diseases, and
pornography.
Jesus taught that what matters
most is, precisely, ourselves—our
personhood, body and soul:
A leper now came up and bowed
low in front of him. “Sir,” he said “if
you want to, you can cure me.”
Jesus stretched out his hand,
touched him and said, “Of course I
want to! Be cured!” And his leprosy
was cured at once (Mt 8:1-3).
Jesus could have cured the leper
with a word or a wave of his hand.
Lepers were excluded from society
and left to die a slow, painful, humiliating death. To come into contact with a leper was to make oneself ritually unclean, since their
disease, it was believed, was a sign
of God’s punishment. When it
came to lepers, nobody cared.
And yet, this leper approached
Jesus. The leper must have sensed
that Jesus would not be repulsed
by his disgusting disease, that he
would see the person beneath the
putrefaction. And he was right.
Jesus not only smiled and healed
him, but he actually reached out
and touched him—something no
one else would do. That touch
made all the difference. It restored
his health, his status in the community, and, most of all, it restored
his dignity. The leper knew then
for certain that someone did care
about him, that he mattered.
The subtle lies of today’s culture
of death are a plague of spiritual
leprosy, reducing the value of
human persons to some arbitrary
standard that changes like fashions. They make us think that we
truly are, underneath it all, lepers.
But Jesus is nearby, waiting for us
to approach him and ask for a cure.
He touches us still, if we let him, especially in the sacrament of reconciliation and the Eucharist. To the
world around us, what matters is
what we possess, but to the Lord,
we matter because we are his
beloved children, created in his
image, for whom he died, and with
whom he wants to live forever in
heaven.
Discovering how much we matter frees us from the slow death of
spiritual leprosy. It also shows us

how to live. As St Paul put it, “You
should befriend each other, then,
as Christ has befriended you”
(Rom 15:7). This is the game plan
of all the saints.
Blessed Mother Teresa of
Calcutta executed this plan beautifully. Once she was staying with a
community of sisters working
among the Aborigines in
Australia. She visited an elderly
man who lived in total isolation, ignored by everyone. His home was
a filthy wreck. She told him,
“Please let me clean your house,
wash your clothes and make your
bed.” He answered, “I’m OK like
this. Let it be.” She said, “You will
be still better if you allow me to do
it.” He finally agreed. While she
was cleaning, she discovered a
beautiful lamp, covered with dust;
it looked like it hadn’t been used in
years. “Don’t you light that lamp?”
she said, “Don’t you ever use it?”
He answered, “No. No one comes
to see me. I have no need to light
it. Who would I do it for?” Mother
Teresa asked, “Would you light it
every night if the sisters came?” He
replied, “Of course.” From that day
on, the sisters committed themselves to visiting him every
evening.
Mother Teresa left
Australia. Two years passed. She
had completely forgotten about
that encounter. Then she received
a message from him: “Tell my
friend that the light she lit in my life
still continues to shine.”
You matter. That’s why Christ
came into your life, cleaned your
soul, and lit the lamp of faith in
your heart. If ever the lamp goes
out, he is always there to light it
again. And while it shines, it
should inspire us to roll back the
dark lies of the culture of death and
spread the light of Christ’s love to
everyone we can, because they
matter too.
Even Napoleon’s prisoner discovered this. One day a green
shoot came up through the cracks
in the stones on the dungeon’s
floor. It began to reach up toward
the light in the tiny window at the
top of the cell. It grew slowly until
at last it became a plant with a
deep blue flower. As the petals
opened in full blossom, the solitary
captive crossed out the words previously written on the wall. “God
cares,” he scratched instead.
Father Bartunek is a Legionary of
Christ priest and author of “The
Better Part” and “Inside the
Passion.”
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spiritual welfare of Catholic lawyers & jurists in Colorado through education, service, social justice, respect for life, prayer and community in a
manner consistent with the Magisterium of the Roman Catholic Church.
Those interested in receiving information about the Society, or who wish to join
should contact L. Michael Brooks, Jr. at (303) 830-1212, MBrooks@warllc.com
or visit www.lawyers4allseasons.org.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel:
Community of Secular Servites
meets at the church, 3549
Navajo St., Denver. All are invited to Mass, Holy Hour and
social hour.
Oct. 3: 8 a.m.
Healing Service: and Praise
Mass at St. Catherine’s Church,
4200 Federal Blvd., Denver.
Oct. 3: 6:30 p.m.
Archbishop’s Annual Mass: for
those celebrating 25, 50 and
50+ years of marriage at
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. Those wishing to register call 303-7153259.
Oct. 3: 4:30 p.m.
All are Welcome: to Transitus
of St. Francis memorial service
to be held at St. Patrick’s Old
Mission Church, 3300 Pecos,
Denver. Reception to follow.
Oct. 3: 7 p.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at
Cathedral Basilica of
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. Father
Andreas Hock will give
Benediction and lead the
rosary.
Oct. 4: 3 p.m.
Vocation Holy Hour: for men
and women in discernment and
those who wish to pray for vocations at Little Sisters of the
Poor/Mullen Home Chapel,
3629 W. 29th Ave., Denver.
Call 303-594-7420 for information.
Oct. 13: 7:30 p.m.
Eight Monsignors: will receive
conferral of papal honors at an
evening prayer service at
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. Call 303715-3156 for details.
Oct. 13: 7 p.m.
Annual White Mass: to honor
those in medical profession at
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. Call 303715-3156 for details.
Oct. 18: 12:30 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Benefit for FOCUS: to be held
at Sacred Heart of Mary
Church, 6739 S. Boulder Rd.,
Boulder. Call 303-494-2625 for
more information or online at
focusonline.org.
Oct. 2: 6 p.m.
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All are invited: to presentation
of St. Josephine Bakhita and
St. Katherine Drexel Award to
Deacon Guffie Menogan at
Brady Hall at St. Ignatius of
Loyola Church. Cost of dinner
and ceremony $10 donation.
Call 303-715-3165 to RSVP.
Oct. 2: 6 p.m.
Catholic Daughters of America:
meeting to be held at St. Jude
Church, 9405 W. Florida Ave.,
Lakewood. Call 303-984-1891
for more information.
Oct. 3: 9:30 a.m.
Join Members of CLAY:
Catholic Life and You for bike
ride and picnic along Highline
Canal. Call Stefan at 720-2441951 for information.
Oct. 3: 10 a.m.
Oktoberfest: at Guardian
Angels Church, 15179 Weld
County Road 7, Mead. Food,
refreshment, music, live auction and prizes. Call 970-5322743 for details.
Oct. 3: 4 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Evening to Honor: Marion Kelly
with silent auction and dinner
dance sponsored by
Archbishop’s Guild at St.
Mark’s Church, 3141 W. 96th
Ave., Westminster. Call 303287-3080 for ticket information.
Oct. 10: 6 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Brother Stanley Villavicencio:
from The Philippines will give
testimony of his healing and
mission to spread devotion to
Divine Mercy at St. Martin de
Porres, 3300 Table Mesa Drive,
Boulder. Call 303-499-7744 for
more information.
Oct. 10: 1:30 p.m.
Italian Feast: at St Thomas
More Church, 8035 S. Quebec
St., Centennial. Authentic
Italian fare, cookie baking contest and entertainment. Cost
is $10 adult, $5 for children.
Oct. 10: 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Free Screening: of The 13th
Day, story of Our Lady of
Fatima at Elvis Cinema’s in
Denver and Arvada. For theater address and ticket information email evacheslak@hotmail.com.
Oct. 13: 5 p.m. Denver
6 p.m. Arvada
Craft Fair and Bake Sale: sponsored by Light of the World
Parish, 10316 W. Bowles Ave.,
Littleton.
Oct. 17: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Open House: at Christ the King
Catholic School, 860 Elm St.,
Denver. Tour classrooms, talk
with teachers and parents of
current students. Call 303-

Bulletin Board
Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired
publication date. Mail, fax, or e-mail:
Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
321-2123 for more information.
Oct. 22: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
2009 Holiday Bazaar: at Queen
of Peace Church. 13120 E.
Kentucky Ave., Aurora.
Sponsored by St. Vincent de
Paul Society.
Nov. 7: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Nov. 8: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Vendors Wanted: for 20th annual craft fair at Nativity of
Our Lord Church, 900 Midway
Blvd., Broomfield. Call 303507-4760 for reservation information.
Nov. 7 - 8
Seeds of Hope: presents
Evening of Hope at Grand
Hyatt Denver, 1750 Welton St.,
Denver. Call 303-715-3186 for
cost and registration.
Nov. 13: 6 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Crafters Wanted: for 28th annual craft fair at St. Rose of
Lima Church, 355 S. Navajo St.,
Denver. Call 303-727-9228 for
details.
Nov. 21 -22

REUNIONS
Holy Family Class of 1979: will
celebrate their 30th reunion
with a chili supper preceding
the homecoming football
game. Meet and Greet to be
held following day at Wyncoop
Brewery. Times available online at holyfamilyhs.com or call
303-987-8187.
Oct. 16: Game
Oct. 17: Meet and Greet
Our Lady of Lourdes: is planning an all class reunion in
2010 and is looking to contact
alumni. Visit online
LourdesAlumni.org for complete information or call 303762-8270.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Lay Carmelites: meet at Holy
Family Church, 4830 Utica St.,
Denver for those interested in
joining the order. Call 303427-7931 if interested.
Second Saturday of Month
Courage: support group for
those who have homosexual

tendencies and desire to live
chaste Christian life. Call
Father Dan Norick, 720-4342638
Seminar on Ethics: in tough
economic times sponsored by
Catholic Lawyers Guild of
Colorado. Denver Athletic
Club, 1325 Glenarm Place,
Denver. Cost $50 members,
$60 non-members. Call 303757-8300.
Oct. 1: 12:30 p.m.
Two-Day Seminar: on Catholic
Bioethics. Lectures and breakout sessions on health care
decisions to be held at JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver. Call 215-877-2660 Ext.
213 for information.
Oct. 2 - 3
FOCUS 11: vocation awareness
program for fifth and eleventh
graders to be held at St.
Thomas More Church, 8035 S.
Quebec St., Centennial. Call
303-282-3429 for more information.
Oct. 5 - 7
Hunger for Peace: in an age of
terror will be topic of lecture
by Father Louie Vitale OFM at
Regis University Chapel, 3333
Regis Blvd., Denver. Call 303458-3537 for more information.
Oct. 6: 7 p.m.
Listening Hearts: support
group for families of gay and
lesbian children meets at St.
Frances Cabrini, 66730 W.
Chatfield Ave., Littleton. Call
303-683-1718.
Oct. 7: 7 p.m.
Weekend Retreat: for women
considering the life of a religious hosted by Sisters of St.
Francis Perpetual Adoration of
Colorado Springs. Call 719955-8015 for more information.
Oct. 9 - 11
Tree of Live: Franciscan retreat at St. Patrick’s Mission,
3300 Pecos St., Denver. Call
303-477-0408 for details.
Oct. 13: 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Learn to Turn Your Life: into a
story by attending seminar by
Carol Sullivan at Most Precious

Blood Church, 2200 S.
Harrison St., Denver. Cost is
$45 for five sessions. Call
303-756-3083 for details.
Tuesdays beginning Oct. 13
Rebuilding My Church: weekend at Mother Cabrini Shrine,
20189 Cabrini Blvd., Golden.
For more information call 303981-1111.
Oct. 16 - 18.
Rachel Vineyard Retreat: for
those in need of emotional and
spiritual healing following an
abortion. Call 303-410-1710 for
more information.
Oct. 16 - 18
R.A.D.: Radical Awareness of
Discipleship program for high
school aged men open to discerning a vocation to the
priesthood will be held at St.
John Vianney Theological
Seminary, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver. Call 303-282-3429 for
details.
Oct. 18: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Stories of the Life: of St. John
Vianney, patron of priests as
told by author Father George
Rutler at JPII Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Call 303715-3123 for details.
Oct. 21: 7 p.m.
Fall Retreat: to focus on the
Gospel of St. John at St. Malo
Retreat Center in Allenspark,
Colo. sponsored by Denver
Catholic Biblical School. Call
303-715-3195 for cost and registration information.
Oct. 23 - 25
The Family: is the theme of
the this years Gospel of Life
Conference to be held at
Christ the King Parish, 830 Elm
St., Denver. Call Respect Life
Office at 303-715-3205 for registration information.
Oct. 24: 9:30 a.m. -2: p.m
Seeds of Hope: volunteer orientation to be held at JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver. Call 303-715-3112 for
more information.
Oct. 30: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m
Quest Weekend Retreat: to be
held at All Saints Church, 2559
S. Federal Blvd., Denver. Call
Sister Elizabeth Bornhoft for
more information 303-4336590.
Nov. 7 - 8
Secular Discalced Carmelites:
of the Holy Spirit invite new
members to next formation
program. Meet at St. Thomas
More Parish, 8035 S. Quebec
St., Centennial. Call 303-8069923 for details.
Nov. 14

Remandation Workshop: for
Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion at JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver. Call 303-715-3156 for
more information.
Nov. 7: 9 a.m. - noon
Kairos Outside: spiritual weekend for women who have loved
ones in prison to be held at
Ponderosa Retreat Center in
Larkspur, Colo. Call 303-5170550 for registration information.
Nov. 13 - 15
Plan Now: for 2010 Living the
Catholic Faith Conference to
be held at Colorado
Convention Center. For registration information call 303715-3260
Feb. 26 - 27, 2010
Encourage: support group for
parents of homosexual children. Call Father Dan Norick
at 720-434-2638 for more information.

SINGLES
October Singles Dance: for the
40-plus crowd at Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish Center,
11385 Grant Drive, Northglenn.
Cost $15. Call 303-457-8289
for more information.
Oct. 10: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.

PILGRIMAGES/TOURS
Holy Land Pilgrimage: to the
Holy Land led by Father Tomas
Fraile. For more information
on this 14-day excursion, call
303-480-1082.
Apr. 8 - 21, 2010
Tour: led by Father Ron
Weissbeck to Jordan, Israel
and Egypt. Details on this
two-week pilgrimage available
by calling 970-353-7500.
May 4 - 17, 2010
Springtime Pilgrimage: to see
Shroud of Turin and Lake Como
in Italy; Passion Play in
Germany and the Swiss Alps.
Details available by calling
303-344-8252.
May, 2010
Passion Play Tour: a nine-day
trip lead by Father Tim
Hjelstrom which includes
Munich and Salzburg. Call
303-956-2737 for information.
June 28-July 6, 2010
Autumn Pilgrimage: to see
Israel, Rome, Venice and
Passion Play. Led by Msgr.
George Schroeder. Call 480264-4136 for more information.
Sept. 11 - 24, 2010
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