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Venerable Sacred Heart Church marks 130 years
BY MARY LOU EGAN
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Guest Column: Health Care

On Sept. 19, the bell in the
steeple rang out much as it might
have in 1879. The joyous peels
announced the celebration
by Denver’s Sacred Heart Parish
of 130 years of continuous service
in the same location.
“Sacred Heart means a lot to
me and my family because this is
where I received the foundation
of my faith,” said longtime
parishioner Erma Zamora as she
conducted open house tours to
begin the anniversary celebration
Saturday afternoon.
Located at 2760 Larimer St.,
Sacred Heart Parish had its beginnings when Bishop Nicholas Matz
purchased five lots for $2,500 in
the fast-growing Curtis Park neighborhood and hired Emmet
Anthony, one of Denver’s first architects, to design the church.
Bishop Matz appointed the Jesuits
to care for the young parish and
the first Mass was celebrated on
Sept. 12, 1879, by John Baptiste
Guida, S.J. The congregation grew
rapidly during Denver’s boom
times of the 1880s with both immigrants and mining millionaires
calling Sacred Heart home.
Parishioners included Baby Doe
and Horace Tabor, as well as the
saintly Julia Greeley, a former slave
who gave all she had to the poor.
The parish continued to grow
rapidly, constructing a two-story
brick school in 1890 and inviting
the Sisters of Charity of
Cincinnati to teach both grade
and high school. By the time the
parish retired its debt in 1912,
both the church and the school
were overflowing.
As Denver continued to
grow, Sacred Heart’s congregation
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SACRED HEART Church is located at 2760 Larimer St.
would contract as people moved
to the “newer” suburbs near City
Park and Highlands and industry
encroached on the neighborhood.
By the time of the Great
Depression in 1929, the parish
ministered to a poor, inner-city
population. Sacred Heart was
forced to close the high school in
1939 and the grade school in 1979.

ACTIVE SENIOR

THE SAINTS: ST. PIO OF PIETRALCINA

Religious sister marks
70 years of ministry—
and still serves
SISTER OWEN MARIE, S.C.L.

In recent times, the neighborhood has undergone a renaissance with the arrival of new
urban settlers wanting to live
close to work and to experience
the excitement of living downtown. Sacred Heart has undergone a transformation as well
with restoration and additions to
the parish.

On Saturday, visitors could see
all the parish has accomplished
during the open house. Recent
renovations include the addition
of 10 classrooms for the religious
instruction of more than 200 children, the restoration of the entrance stairs, the cleaning of the
exterior to reveal the original red
brick, and extensive heating and
air conditioning work. Many
parishioners are particularly appreciative of the new elevator
that goes from the entry level to
the main church.
The open house was followed by
a celebration of the Mass by
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap. Several councils of the
Knights of Columbus as well as the
Ancient Order of Hibernians
processed ahead of numerous
clergy and parishioners. In his
homily, the archbishop acknowledged the work of the founders of
the parish, the Jesuit and
Capuchin orders, and the current
pastor, Father Gene Emrisek,
O.F.M. Cap. Archbishop Chaput
gave special recognition to former
pastor Father Marcus Medrano, a
son of the parish, for “keeping the
faith” for so many years.
In its 130 years, the Sacred
Heart community has worshiped
God, the archbishop said, adding
that churches should be “schools
where we learn how to love, making ourselves like children, simple and dependent on God.”
The congregation continued
the anniversary festivities at
nearby Centro San Juan Diego.
Located in the former Sacred
Heart School, Centro is the
Denver Archdiocese’s institute offering pastoral and family care to
Hispanic Catholics.
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Caring for aging relative creates wide range of emotions
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1887 - 1968 / Feast - Sept. 23
Born in an Italian farming village, Francesco Forgione
gained worldwide fame as Capuchin friar Padre Pio,
who bore the stigmata, or wounds of Christ, invisibly
from the time of his ordination in 1910 and visibly
from 1918. As his renown as a confessor grew, the
Vatican investigated the genuineness of his stigmata and ministry of prayer and healing. At San
Giovanni Rotondo, he built a hospital to treat patients using prayer and
science, as well as a pilgrimage and study complex. Shortly before his
© 2005 CNS
death, the stigmata disappeared. He was canonized in 2002.
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GUEST COLUMN
HEALTH CARE REFORM

HELEN ALVARÉ, J.D., & E.
CHRISTIAN BRUGGER, PH.D.

Questions a Catholic should
ask about health care, Part 4
The following column is the final in a series (see DCR Archives at
www.archden.org/dcr and click on Aug. 25, Sept. 9 and 16 for Parts
1-3, respectively. The full column addresses 12 points to consider
when weighing legislative health care proposals. Part 4 below outlines points 10-12.
10. What effects will nationalizing our health care system have
on the overall quality of healthcare in the United States and, in
particular, on the doctor-patient relationship?
Note: We know that the rise of institutionalized managed care
in the last 20 years has changed considerably the face of the doctor-patient relationship by forcing many physicians to turn their
medical practice into an assembly line, making group medical
clinics more profitable than single doctor practices (and hence
eroding the personal relationship that patients develop with a
single doctor), and threatening doctors’ treatment decisions with
an insurance company’s veto. At the same time, wellness care has
been introduced, the relatively simple “copay” has become a part
of daily life for those with insurance, and costly services have become accessible to most persons with full coverage. Will those
who secure coverage because of a nationalized plan have access
to an ambient quality of care commensurate with those who
presently possess insurance? Will the overall quality for everyone
decrease—be “dumbed down” to make room for all? Will the bureaucratic requirements that are introduced become so onerous
that qualified candidates will be deterred from choosing the medical profession? Will government oversight function as a catalyst
for or straightjacket upon innovation, creativity and bold
Republican and Democrat initiatives?
11. Can we afford it?
Note: In a time of unprecedented economic instability, and on the
heels of the passage of the largest stimulus package in history, is
now the time for the federal government to introduce a costly social
reform? The president has vowed he will not sign a health care bill
that is not “revenue neutral.” And yet the Congressional Budget
Office (CBO) and Joint Committee on Taxation (JCT) have estimated that enacting H.R. 3200 would result in a net increase in the federal budget deficit of $239 billion over the 2010-2019 period (see
www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/104xx/doc10464/hr3200.pdf). Given that the
three states that have introduced publicly administrated healthcare
options—Massachusetts, Maine and Tennessee—have all gone significantly over their initial budgets, is it reasonable to conclude that
$239 billion is a gross underestimate?
12. Do we need it?
Note: This is really the central question. Most people agree that
health care reform of some sort is needed to address the problem
of the uninsured. But is nationalization the best solution?
Multiple plans short of nationalization have been rejected over
the years: small business pooling of candidates to make insurance bids more competitive; removing insurance from the employer based system and giving individuals a $7,500 tax credit
($15,000 for couples) for purchasing personal plans; other federal
deductions and tax credits for insurance and medical expenses;
expanding Medicaid and SCHIP (State Children’s Health
Insurance Program) to include the uninsured; etc. Because of the
all the potential harms discussed above, moral reasoning requires
that nationalization be a “last resort” option for rectifying problems. Since no other federal reform option has been tried in recent times, are we not justified in concluding that the condition
of last resort has not yet been met?
Helen Alvare, J.D., is senior fellow in law at the Culture of Life
Foundation and is an associate professor of law at the George Mason
University School of Law in Arlington,Va. E. Christian Brugger is an
associate professor of moral theology at St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary in Denver. This column originally appeared on the Culture
of Life Foundation Web site: culture-of-life.org/content/view/582/1/.

Five seminarians to become
deacons on way to priesthood
At a 10 a.m. Mass Sept. 26 in the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, five men
attending the two seminaries of
the Denver Archdiocese will be ordained to the diaconate in a step
toward the priesthood. The men
attend
St.
John
Vianney
Theological
Seminary
and
Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan
Missionary Seminary.
Name:
Matthew
Book
Birth date:
Nov. 4, 1973
Where born
and reared:
Born in
Janesville, Wis., reared in Milwaukee
Seminary: St. John Vianney

Q: Describe your educational
and professional background before entering formation.
A: Bachelor’s of engineering,
Marquette University, 1997; masters of engineering, Rensselaer
Polytechnic
Institute,
2000.
Worked as engineer at General
Electric,
Power
Systems,
Schenectady, N.Y., 1997-2001.
Q: What first interested you in
the priesthood?
A: My love of the Mass first inspired my interest in the priesthood. It was also an attractive way
to be totally committed to Christ. I
was also impressed with some
priests I met while working.
Q: When did you first feel called
to the priesthood?
A: I first felt a call later in life, in
2000, when I was 26 and working
as an engineer.
Q: What ultimately led you to
enter the seminary?
A: I volunteered overseas in
Bolivia for a year, and it became
clear during that year that I should
enter seminary. A Jesuit priest,
Father Raymond Gawronski, who
had a large impact on my return to
the faith in college also was the
means for my connection with
Denver.
Q: What are you most looking
forward to about the priesthood?
A: I’m looking forward to being a

shepherd—someone entrusted
with guiding people to the mystery
of Christ through teaching, witness,
and the sacraments. There are a lot
of things I am looking forward to
doing, but the receiving of identity
and mission is the most exciting.
Q: What is your favorite pastime?
A: I love to get outdoors, whether
that’s hiking, camping, photography or hunting.
Q: In today’s world, a call to
celibacy is seen as radical, if not
impossible. How have you reconciled the priesthood’s call to
celibacy with this challenging cultural perspective?
A: In all honesty, my experience
has shown that the culture today
is bankrupt in regard to understanding and valuing human sexuality, so I don’t feel any need to
reconcile with its perspective.
What has been much more important is the interior reconciliation of leaving fear and learning
to trust God and accept the
graces he wants to give me.
Name: John
David Green
Birth date:
Nov. 25, 1976
Where born
and reared:
Born in
Denver, reared
in Phoenix, Ariz.
Seminary: Redemptoris Mater

Q: Describe your educational
and professional background before entering formation.
A: I dropped out of high school
my junior year because of many
difficulties, but I later acquired a
GED. I worked at various jobs before choosing to be an electrician. I
started to take classes at a community college and was considering
going to school to advance in the
electrical field but I entered the
seminary instead.
Q: What first interested you in
the priesthood?
A: I felt called from the age of 10
or 11 but as my family had
stopped going to church, nothing
came of it until I was older. I came
back to the Church and entered

the RCIA program and also started
in a community of the
Neocatechumenal Way (a Vatican
approved catechumenate). When
I was about 20. It was surely the
fact of seeing the parish priest and
the joy he seemed to experience in
celebrating the Mass that rekindled my interest in the priesthood.
Q: When did you first feel called
to the priesthood?
A: Besides what I’ve mentioned, I felt called during a meeting of the Neocatechumenal Way
in Phoenix. After listening to
God’s word, the priest announced
a vocational call, meaning, if
there was anyone who felt called
to the priesthood they could
come forward to receive a blessing. One teenage boy went forward and I wanted to go also, but
I thought that after being away
from the Church for so long and
because of my sins, I was not
worthy to go. However, I did approach him after and tell him that
I felt called to the priesthood.
Q: What ultimately led you to
enter the seminary?
A: It was a few years after I first
felt called that I actually entered
the seminary. I had a time of discernment with a priest and some
lay
catechists
of
the
Neocatechumenal Way for about a
year. Then I was sent to a meeting
in Italy where many men were
sent. During that meeting I said
yes to a missionary vocation to go
to any of the then-62 Redemptoris
Mater seminaries (now more than
70) around the world. The problem I had was thinking, “What if I
am sent to a seminary for China?”
A priest I talked to told me to accept whatever bread God gave me,
and so I was at peace after that and
decided I was willing to go wherever God wanted me to go.
Q: What are you most looking
forward to about the priesthood?
A: I am just looking forward to
helping people as a priest, in all the
ways that a priest carries out his
ministry. I think what I have received most in my formation is the
preaching of the word of God. I
hope that I can preach well and
with the same zeal that I have
heard during my time in the seminary. I will also look forward to

See Q&A, Page 12
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A priest’s chalice: cleric’s father labored two years on son’s chalice
BY FATHER JOHN KAUFFMAN

One night in 1972 while I was a
student in Rome, I had a dream
about a chalice. Before light, I got
up and drew a preIiminary sketch
of it. The sketch was detailed
enough that when I sent it to my
father he was able to duplicate
what I saw in my dream. One of
the things I recalled “seeing” was
that the back side of the chalice
was visible through pierced carvings to the reverse side of the
chalice cup.
My dad had an antique store
and at one time had purchased
an old dentist drill with all the
bits. He had a left-over 1 1/8-inch
thick piece of rosewood about 3
feet long by 8-inches wide that he
was drying for some possible fu-

ture project. He decided to use it
for the chalice.
After deciding where the major
cuts should be, he cut up the
piece of wood, then glued it back
together into two blocks—one
for the chalice and one for the
paten. When all the wood had
been cut and reassembled the
pieces remaining only filled the
palm of one’s hand! It took two
years working nearly every
evening to carve the details of the
chalice and paten with the drill.
When I had the dream in Rome,
the chalice I envisioned was multisided but round at the top. The
shape and height were clear in
what I saw and later drew. On the
side, I saw instruments of the
Passion, the Holy Spirit, a fish and
anchor, the Paschal Lamb, the

slipping and cutting off
one of the delicately
carved pieces. “My
hand was guided,” he said.
There are many
parts
to
the
chaIice besides the
body of the cup.
The gold cup that is
the bowl of the chalice is the cowling from
the headlight of a Model
T Ford. There are two ring
pieces above and below
the knob in the center. The rings are
pieces used in
making lamps, as

Alpha and Omega,
and the cross disguised in an
Anchor of Hope.
Each symbol held
meaning for me.
When my parents
received the drawings, they went to
work. They divided
the outside into nine
panels: six of the panels were what I drew
and they added three
more panels to separate
the above images by
a cross and an
I.H.S. My dad was
really surprised
that he made it all
the way through the
carving without once

is the base piece. The lamp base
that forms the chalice base was
modified so three wedding rings
could be placed into the bottom—my mother’s, my grandmother’s and my great-grandmother’s.
I used the chalice in nearly every
Mass I celebrated until I retired.
The paten was dropped and broken once, but was repaired. The
chalice has never been damaged,
but was re-plated in the late 80s.
Father John Kauffman is a retired priest of the Archdiocese of
Denver who assists at parishes
across Colorado. He resides in
Cañon City.

FATHER John Kauffman’s chalice.

Public invited to witness conferral of papal honors on new monsignors
The newest monsignors of the
Denver Archdiocese will be recognized next month at a liturgy of
Evening Prayer with Conferral of
Papal Honors at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception. Archbishop Charles
J. Chaput, O.F.M., Cap. will preside at the ceremony, which is set
for set 7 p.m. Oct. 13.
Those elevated to the rank of
monsignor last June by Pope
Benedict XVI include Msgr.
Robert Amundsen, pastor at
Immaculate Conception Parish
in Lafayette; Msgr. David Croak,
pastor at Shrine of St. Anne
Parish in Arvada, Msgr. Jorge De
los Santos, vicar for Hispanic
ministry; Msgr. Michael Glenn,
rector of St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary; Msgr.
Robert Kinkel, pastor at St. Clare
of Assisi Parish in Edwards and St.
Mary Parish in Eagle; Msgr.
Kenneth Leone, pastor of Risen
Christ Parish in Denver; Msgr.

CONFERRAL OF
PAPAL HONORS
What: Evening Prayer with
Conferral of Papal Honors
Honoring: New monsignors
When: 7 p.m., Oct. 13
Where: Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception,
1530 Logan St.
Reception: Knights of
Columbus Hall, 1555 Grant St.
Information: Call 303-715-3156
or e-mail john.miller@archden.org

Peter Quang Nguyen, pastor at
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in
Denver; and Msgr. Bernard
Schmitz, pastor at Mother of God
Parish in Denver and vicar for
clergy.
There are currently 21 monsignors in the Denver Archdiocese.
No diocese may have more than

10 percent of its active priests
granted the honor of monsignor.
“Prior to about six years ago,
bishops were free to petition for
as many monsignors for their
diocese as they wished,” according to Auxiliary Bishop James D.
Conley, who served 10 years at
the Vatican’s Congregation for
Bishops. “Things tightened up
around 2002 and now it has become more restricted.”
At the upcoming service,
evening prayers from the Liturgy
of the Hours will be prayed and
the papal document—issued by
the Vatican’s Secretariat of State—
conferring the honor, will be
read. This document, or diploma,
designates the new title and rank
and recognizes the monsignors’
service to the Church.
Following the reading of the
diploma, each monsignor will
be presented with a framed
copy of the document, usually
in Latin, complete with the signature of Pope Benedict XVI and
the papal seal.

There are three rankings of
monsignor: Chaplain to His
Holiness, Honorary Prelate of
His Holiness and Apostolic
Protonary.
The newly made monsignors
were given the rank of Chaplain
to His Holiness. The minimum
qualifications for this appointment, set by the Secretariat of
State, are 35 years of age and 10
years of priesthood.
“Generally, with the exception
of those approaching retirement,
the Holy See prefers that men
begin as Chaplains to His
Holiness,” said Bishop Conley.
“Then after five years, they can be
‘promoted’ to Prelate of Honor.”
Apostolic Protonotary is the
highest rank of monsignor.
Monsignors are entitled to
wear distinctive vesture, indicating they are members of the
papal household and thus listed
on the Annuario Pontificio (the
papal yearbook). The vesture of
Chaplain of His Holiness is a
purple trimmed black cassock

with purple sash (fascia) and
other ornaments (purple buttons, sash loops) (No. 1209
Ceremonial of Bishops).
According to John Miller, associate director of liturgy for the
archdiocese, some of the new
monsignors have begun wearing
the new vestments. They may be
worn at liturgical events and
solemn non-liturgical events,
such as a graduation.
“Some may choose to wear
them at every Mass,” he said.
“While others may wear them on
holidays, like Christmas and
Easter, and other special occasions.”
The ceremony honoring the
new monsignors is open to the
public—parishioners, brother
priests, deacons, religious, family
members and friends are invited.
The Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception is located at 1530 Logan St. A reception
will follow in the nearby Knights
of Columbus Hall, located at 1555
Grant St.

B

BY JULIE FILBY

‘YEAR FOR PRIESTS’ DAILY PRAYER CALENDAR
Prayer calendar and other resources can be found at www.archden.org/yearforpriests

Please pray for the following priests on the indicated days,
in honor of the Year for Priests:
WEDNESDAY

23

SEPT.

THURSDAY

24

FRIDAY

25

If interested in sponsoring the Year for Priests daily prayer calendar, please send
an e-mail with contact information to chad.andrzejewski@archden.org

SATURDAY

26

SUNDAY

27

MONDAY

28

TUESDAY

29

FR. GABRIEL
OKAFOR

FR. GABRIEL
RAMACCIOTTI

FR. GABRIEL
WEBER

FR. GARY
SELIN

FR. GENE
EMRISEK

FR. GERALD
STOOKEY

FR. GERALD
YOUNG

Ordination: 12-4-99

Ordination: 3-24-51

Ordination: 5-15-49

Ordination: 6-7-03

Ordination: 10-18-68

Ordination: 8-8-78

Ordination: 5-27-72
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Job revisited:
notes of an Orioles fan
On Oct. 4, the Baltimore Orioles will take the field at Camden
Yards against the Toronto Blue Jays and, win or lose, complete their
12th losing season in a row—which, for losing streaks, puts my
beloved Birds in roughly the same category as the 10th century papacy under the Ottonian emperors. It was not always so; ample evidence for that admittedly counterintuitive claim is provided by a
fine volume, The Orioles Encyclopedia, compiled by Mike Gesker
(who works for Catholic Relief Services) and published recently by
the Johns Hopkins University Press. Books like The Orioles
Encyclopedia, and the love lavished on them by authors, editors,
and readers, make an important theological point, to which I shall
avert in a moment. First, permit a brief a trip down memory lane.
Hard as it may be to believe, after these last dozen years of futility,
the Baltimore Orioles were the most successful team in the major
leagues from the late 1950s through the early 1980s: more successful
than the Yankees, Dodgers, or Cardinals; more successful than anyone. They played in a rough-hewn old ballpark, Memorial Stadium,
the splinters from whose wooden benches will likely be found in the
bottom of my coffin someday; they played for a “middle market”
city that, truth to tell, was coming unglued even as the Birds won six
American League titles and three World Series between 1966 and
1983; the franchise was always on the brink of financial disaster. But
the Orioles scouted wisely, built from within, traded shrewdly, emphasized pitching and defense, and won more games than anyone
over a quarter-century. Like Job, they enjoyed an ample share of the
world’s goods, and then lost it all—or, better, threw it away by abandoning the “Oriole Way,” cheating on the farm system, and lusting
for the fleshpots of the free agent market (see “Davis, Glenn” and
“Belle, Albert”).
As Mr. Gesker writes in his Orioles Encyclopedia, “Looking back at
the championship year of 1983 from the vantage point of 2009, it’s
startling to imagine the amount of money a bettor would have won
if, while the champagne was still flowing in the Birds’ clubhouse, he
proposed that the Orioles would not return to the World Series before the Boston Red Sox (twice) and the Chicago White Sox were
crowned World Champions, and as two, yet-to-be-conceived expansion teams (Florida Marlins and Arizona Diamondbacks), and the
Cleveland Indians, would appear in two World Series...You can bet
the fortune gained would have made Bill Gates look like a pauper.”
Beyond the superstars—the Bradys and T.O.’s and Mosses, the
Manning brothers, Big Ben, and the occasional defensive wizard like
Ed Reed, Brian Urlacher, and Troy Polamalu—football is a rather
anonymous game. Baseball, by contrast, is strikingly personal. The
hard drive of my memory may need a good cleaning, but, in reading
through Mr. Gesker’s encyclopedia, I was amazed at the hundreds of
names I fondly recognized, from Jerry Adair to George Zuverink.
And therein, I suggest, lies the theological lesson for the day.
Secular modernity teaches us that we can only come to know and
honor universal truths by stripping ourselves of our particularities.
Precisely the opposite is true, as baseball demonstrates. No one
comes to know and love “baseball.” We come to know and love a
particular team, composed of particular players. Through them, we
come to love the game itself. That truth has applications in the spiritual life. John Paul II was frequently criticized for being “too Polish,”
usually by people who thought that cherishing a particular place
was an obstacle to embracing the complex worlds-within-worlds of
the universal Church, much less the whole world of humanity. Yet it
was precisely his Polish experience that prepared Karol Wojtyla to
become a universally beloved embodiment of paternity to an astonishing variety of people.
We learn to know what is abstract and universal through what is
concrete and particular. We learn to love the big things through first
loving the little things. There is no path to a broad empathy and
sympathy that does not run through the person just in front of us.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Sept. 27: 26th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Numbers 11:25-29
• Psalm 19: 8, 10, 12-14
• James 5:1-6
• Mark 9:38-48
Overview: A prophet is not a fortune teller, but someone who is
able to read the “signs of the times”
in light of eternity, that is, in the
light of God’s word. Sometimes a
prophet predicts the future, but
more often than not the prophet is
someone who illuminates the
present with the light of truth. In
the first reading, 70 elders had
been appointed by Moses to assist
him in guiding, governing and
teaching the people. Each of them
was given a share of the spirit that
God had given to Moses, but two
men, Eldad and Medad, who were
not members of the “official”
group, also received the spirit and

proceeded to speak God’s word.
Rather than quenching the spirit
by forbidding them to speak,
Moses praises God for having bestowed his gifts on them. In the
second reading, James, speaking
prophetically, chastises the rich
members of the Church for their
greed and exploitation of the poor.
He exhorts them to be just in their
dealings with their employees, for
if they do not, he warns them, the
corruption of their wealth will “devour your flesh like a fire.” The
Gospel, like the first reading illustrates how even those who did not
belong to the Twelve were also
given a share of the Spirit to perform “mighty deeds” in the name
of Christ. It is worth noting that
this reading immediately follows
Jesus’ teachings about the “greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven” (Mk
9:33-37). The point of the Gospel is
that sometimes even the “littlest
ones” speak the truth of God.
Key verse: “Would that all the
people of the LORD were
prophets!”
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “‘The holy People of God
shares also in Christ’s prophetic office,’ above all in the supernatural

sense of faith that belongs to the
whole people, lay and clergy, when
it ‘unfailingly adheres to this faith
… once for all delivered to the
saints,’ and when it deepens its understanding and becomes Christ’s
witness in the midst of this world”
(No. 785).
Pope Benedict XVI: “All people
feel the interior impulse to love authentically: love and truth never
abandon them completely, because these are the vocation planted by God in the heart and mind of
every human person” (“Caritas in
Veritate,” 1).
Application: The Spirit of God
has been given to the whole
Church so that the entire people of
God, clergy and laity together,
share in the prophetic ministry of
Christ. Jesus’ advice to his disciples
is relevant for us in light of our relationship with each other as well
as non-Catholics and even nonChristians:
“Whoever is not
against us is for us.” The anonymous disciple in this week’s Gospel
who performs mighty deeds in
Christ’s name shows us that just
because someone is not part of our
particular group, he or she can still
bear witness to the truth.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
CVV: Denver’s jewel
What a terrific front-page story
about Denver’s jewel, the
Colorado Vincentian Volunteers
(“Living the Spirit of St. Vincent
de Paul,” Sept. 16 Denver Catholic
Register). Of all their charisms,
Mary Frances and Bill Jaster and
the CVV Companions have offered our city the greatest gift of
all—real community in Christ—
through their brilliant organization and its endless branches of
service. If you haven’t had a
chance to experience the fruit of
166 generous and prayerful
young people serving over 50 or-

ganizations in our city for more
than 15 years, check out their
beautiful five-minute video on
www.covivo.org , or get to their
annual summer talent show.
There you’ll see the ever-growing
numbers of companions on the
journey—hundreds of people
who have been drawn into their
warm circle of love—enjoying the
best musical talent in our town
for the price of admission. Yes,
they’ll ask for your heart and soul,
but by the end of the night you’ll
be so happy to give it.
Kathy McGovern
Denver

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number. We
rely on our readers to recognize that the
opinions expressed in letters to the
editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Letters containing plainly
misstated facts, misinformation or
libelous statements will not be printed.
Unsigned letters will not be printed.
Letters will be edited. Send letters to:
Editor, Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 or fax to
303-715-2045. E-mail us at:
editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Sept. 23: Colorado Catholic Conference Board of Governors meeting, Diocese of Colorado Springs (10 a.m.)
Sept. 24: Catholic Foundation Board of Trustees meeting, JPII Center (9 a.m.)
Sept. 25: 2009 Serra Salute for Vocations, Pinehurst Country Club, Lakewood
Sept. 26: Transitional diaconate ordination, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (10 a.m.)
Sept. 27: Mass , 90th Anniversary, St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Weldona (11 a.m.); Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
Sept. 28: Employees’ Meeting, Bonfils Hall, JPII Center (8:45 a.m.); Samaritan House ribbon-cutting ceremony (10:45 a.m.)
Sept. 29: Mass, Catholic University of America Board of Trustees meeting, Christ the King Chapel (5:15 p.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Sept. 23: Colorado Catholic Conference Board of Governors meeting, Colorado Springs (10 a.m.)
Sept. 24: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Catholic Foundation Board of Trustees meeting, JPII Center (9 a.m.)
Sept. 25: Keynote, Educating on the Nature and Dignity of Women (ENDOW) Conference, St. Thomas More Parish,
Centennial (7:30 p.m.)
Sept. 26: Transitional diaconate ordination, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (10 a.m.)
Sept. 27: Mass, Mother of God Parish (10 a.m.); Mass and confirmation, Notre Dame Parish, Denver (1 p.m.)
Sept. 28: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Sept. 28 – Oct. 2: Retreat director, Archdiocese of Denver priests’ retreat, St. Malo Retreat Center, Allenspark, CO

CORRECTION
The answer to Question No. 10 in the CateQuiz’em of the Sept. 9 Denver Catholic Register was wrong. The answer
is “B. James’ mother was also called Mary.” The Register apologizes for the confusion the error may have caused.
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THE CATEQUIZEM
Who, in Genesis, saw
seven fat cows and
seven skinny cows in
a dream?

c. The Festival of Lights
(Hanukkah).
5. Leviticus prescribes as seven
days the quarantine period for:
a. Captured foreign slaves;
b. People with skin disease;
c. Repentant Christians returning to the fold.

BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON

6. The Book of Judges records
how the Bejaminite army included 700 men handpicked because
of this possibly sinister fact:

As noted in a previous quiz,
“September” comes from the
Latin word for “seven.” In this
quiz we look at Lucky 7 in the
Bible and beyond.

b. They were all Philistine converts;

1. Who, in Genesis, saw seven fat
cows and seven skinny cows in a
dream?

a. They were all left handed;

c. They were all able to speak
Aramaic.

b. Nature is caprice;
c. Edicts are just.
11 We are told of a famous fe male follower of Jesus “from
whom seven demons had gone.”
Who was she?
a. Miriam wife of Clopas;
b. Mary Magdalene;
c. Salome wife of Herodias.
12. In Act 13 Paul reminds his listener that God destroyed seven
nations in this land which he
then gave to the Israelites:
a. Canaan;
b. Palestine;
c. Jordan.
13. According to tradition and
the “Catechism of the Catholic
Church,” which biblical prayer
has seven petitions?

b. Pharaoh;

7. According to the Book of
Baruch, the Jews are told they
will be exiled here, by
Nebuchadnezzar for a period
seven generations long:

c. Joseph.

a. Des Moines;

b. The Hail Holy Star;

2. Who, in Genesis, lived 782
years after the birth of Lamech?

b. Egypt;

c. The Creed.

c. Babylon.

14. This ecclesial center was reputedly built on seven hills:

a. Daniel;

a. George Burns;

a. The Lord’s Prayer;

8. In 1 Samuel in a series of contrasts the barren wife:

a. Canterbury;

c. Abimilech.

a. Has seven co-wives;

b. Mecca;

3. The Jews were told when ob serving Passover to eat this for
seven days:

b. Has seven husbands;

c. Rome.

c. Bears seven sons.

15. The traditional list of the
“seven seas” includes this one
that was dry for the Jews but
gave the Egyptians an unantici pated bath:

b. Methuselah;

a. Kosher pork;
b. The bread of Life;

9. King Jehoiakim is described in
Jeremiah 22 as childless. This is
not exactly so as he had:

c. Unleavened bread.

a. Seven sons;

4. In the aptly named Book of
Numbers we learn that in the
seventh month the Jews are to
perform rituals which are now
associated with:

a. The Red Sea;

b. Seven children whose gender
is unknown;

b. The Dead Sea;

a. The Day of Atonement (Yom
Kippur);

10. The author of Psalm 119
praises God seven times a day
because his:

b. The Feast of Lots (Betha);

a. Laws are arbitrary;

c. The Sea of Galilee.

ANSWER: 1. b, 2.b, 3.c, 4.a, 5.b,
6.a, 7.c, 8.c, 9.a, 10.c, 11.b, 12.a,
13.a, 14.c, 15.a

c. Seven daughters.

ASK AN APOLOGIST
Q: WHAT ARE
ANGELS AND HOW
MANY CATEGORIES
OF THEM ARE
THERE?
A: When we think of “angels” we
might immediately picture the
greeting card image of chubby,
winged babies playing instruments. Although angels have no
bodies, these artistic interpretations are meant to highlight the
innocence and purity of these
heavenly creatures. An angel,
according to the definition found
in the Glossary of the
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church,” is “a spiritual, personal,
and immortal creature, with intelligence and free will, who glorifies God without ceasing and
who serves God as a messenger
of his saving plan.”

ering his messages to humanity.
ers and scholastic doctors of
For instance, the prophet Isaiah
the Church compiled a list of
receives a vision that takes him
nine “choirs” of angels. The folto the heart of heavenly worship lowing is a list of the nine choirs
where he sees the Lord sitting
of angels followed by a scripturupon a throne surrounded by
al reference in which that choir
angels who are chantiis mentioned:
ng to one another:
Seraphim (Is 6:2),
“Holy, holy, holy is the
Cherubim (Ez 10:15Lord of hosts; the
20), Thrones (Col
whole earth is full of
1:16), Dominions (Col
his glory” (Is 6:1-3). In
1:16), Virtues (Eph
the Scriptures, we also
1:21), Powers (Eph
find the angels deliver1:21), Principalities
ing important mes(Col 1:16), Archangels
sages to people. In
(Jude 9), and Angels
BEN AKERS,
fact, the name “angel”
(Acts 12:7). For more
S.T.L.
means “messenger.”
information read the
In the New Testament, Jesus’
section on “The Angels” (parabirth is announced to both Mary
graphs 328-336) in the
and Joseph by an angel (cf. Lk
“Catechism of the Catholic
1:26; Mt 1:20) and Christ’s
Church.”
Resurrection is proclaimed by
This week’s apologist is Ben
an angel to the women who go
Akers, S.T.L., director of the
to visit the tomb early Easter
Denver Archdiocese’s Catholic
morning (cf. Mt 28:1-7).
Biblical School and the

Looking at the pages of sacred
Scripture we find the angels
both worshipping God and deliv-

From the various places in
Scripture where angels are mentioned, the early Christian writ-

Catechetical School. Send your
question to:
editor@archden.org.

6 l WO R L D/ N AT I O N
“He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters.
Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy
against the Spirit will not be forgiven. And whoever says a word against the Son of man
will be forgiven; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in
this age or in the age to come.”
Matthew 12:30-32
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Canonization of Father Damien to end long journey for priest
BY ROSE YBARRA

EDINBURG, Calif. (CNS)—
When Blessed Damien of Molokai
is canonized Oct. 11 by Pope
Benedict in St. Peter’s Square, a
California priest who played a
major role in the long process will
be there.
Father Emilio Vega Garcia,
parochial vicar at Sacred Heart
Church in Edinburg, was the postulator for the cause of canonization of Blessed Damien for 10
years, from 1997 to 2007. The postulator is the primary promoter or
lead investigator for a proposed
saint’s cause in Rome.
“If Father Emilio hadn’t been
here to help the process, who
knows?” said Patrick Downes, editor of the Hawaii Catholic Herald,
the newspaper for the Diocese of
Honolulu. “It may not have happened. Father Emilio was a major
figure in the process.”
Downes has reported extensively on Blessed Damien and has followed his journey to canonization
for years.
Father Garcia, a member of the
Congregation of the Sacred Hearts
of Jesus and Mary and a native of
Spain, takes a more humble approach on his role as postulator.
“It was part of my ministry,” he
said. “It was a great honor to present Father Damien’s cause. He is
not only a hero in Hawaii and his
native Belgium but for all of humanity.”
Blessed Damien of Molokai, a
priest from Tremelo, Belgium, is
lauded for his commitment to
those afflicted with Hansen’s disease or leprosy. He ministered to
those who were banished to
Kalaupapa, a settlement on the
Hawaiian island of Molokai, caring

CNS FILE PHOTO FROM DAMIEN MUSEUM, HONOLULU

FATHER DAMIEN de Veuster
poses for a photo at the
Kalaupapa leper colony on
Molokai in the Hawaiian Islands
weeks before his death in 1889.
He was beatified by Pope John
Paul II in 1995. The Belgian
missionary worked for those
with Hansen's disease from
1873 until his death from the
illness.
for them with love and compassion. He ultimately contracted
Hansen’s disease and died in 1889.
There were calls for Damien’s
sainthood almost immediately
after his death but the road to
sainthood is a long one.
After Damien was approved as
candidate for sainthood, he was
given the title “venerable” in 1977
by Pope Paul XI. He was beatified
or declared blessed by Pope John
Paul II in a ceremony on June 4,
1995, in Brussels, Belgium after he
was credited with his first miracle,

the spontaneous recovery of a
French nun in 1895.
In order for the canonization
process to continue, a second miracle had to be credited to Damien,
and it was up to Father Garcia to
gather the evidence and keep careful records.
He began his assignment as postulator in 1997, making several
trips to Hawaii from Rome where
he was living at the time, an 8,000mile trip each way. Father Garcia
pored through documents, conducted exhaustive interviews,
knocked on doors and made
phone calls to collect the facts.
He investigated the second
miracle that led to Father
Damien’s upcoming canonization. A retired teacher made a
spontaneous recovery from what
was deemed terminal cancer.
After Father Garcia submitted his
report, the miracle was linked to
her prayers to Damien and approved by Pope Benedict.
Once canonized, Damien will
likely be the patron saint of those
with HIV/AIDS and leprosy, which
is still widespread in Brazil, Nepal,
India and parts of Africa, according
to the World Health Organization.
Father Garcia said while his
ministry as postulator was amazing, it took a toll on his health.
After 10 years on the project, he
turned Father Damien’s case over
to Father Bruno Benati of Italy in
2007.
Father Benati died unexpectedly
on June 17, 2008 and the final
phase of the case was assigned to
Father Alfred Bell, a German priest.
Father Garcia was to lead a pilgrimage to witness the canonization of Blessed Damien, with additional stops in Lourdes, France,
and Barcelona, Spain.

Recession boosts Catholic Charities client rolls by 10 percent
WOODBRIDGE, Va. (CNS)—In
a time of recession, Sondra
knows she and her 4-year-old

daughter Hope could be on the
street. With no where else to turn
they found a home at St.

Margaret of Cortona Transitional
Residences in Woodbridge. The
need for this type of housing
service as well as emergency shelter and permanent housing
jumped 12.4 percent in 2008 as
the economic recession gained
momentum, reported Catholic
Charities USA in its 2008 annual
survey of services. Released Sept.
15 during a nationwide teleconference from the agency’s
Alexandria headquarters, the report shows that Catholic
Charities agencies served nearly
600,000 people in need of some
type of housing assistance in
2008. Overall, the 142 Catholic
Charities agencies responding to
the survey—about 85 percent of
the nationwide Catholic Charities
network—reported serving more
than 8.5 million people in 2008, a
10 percent increase from 2007.
Without being able to offer
specifics, Father Larry Snyder,
president and CEO of Catholic
Charities USA, said the demand
for housing and other social services continued to climb as the recession deepened during 2009.
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Priest: truth of ‘theology of the
body’ strikes at human heart
BY ANNA MARIA BASQUEZ

Byzantine Catholic Father Thomas Loya
of Chicago was an artist who drew nude
women before he had his first official brush
with Pope John Paul II’s theology of the body.
He was a seminarian in Rome between
1980 and 1982 when he first heard the teaching of the late pontiff that would change his
art forever.
“I remember his words, ‘Even if a husband
looks at his own wife lustfully, he’s committing a sin,’ and I said, ‘This is it ... I’m going to
take this back to the United States and it’s
going to fix everything.’”
Pope John Paul II expressed an integrated
vision of the human person—body, soul and
spirit—in 129 talks he delivered from 1979 to
1984, titling the talks the “theology of the
body.”
Today, Loya paints the theology of the
body concepts mostly in words, often with
sketches, for audiences nationwide to share
Pope John Paul II’s biblical reflections on the
meaning and experience of human embodiment and sexual desire.
Father Loya, a pastor, challenged 70 people gathered at Denver’s Christ the King
Parish for the Mile-High Theology of the
Body event Sept. 19 to see world issues in
perspective with the teachings during his
talk, “A Theology of the Body Worldview:
Tough Issues Made Simple.”
While nationwide familiarity with theology of the body hasn’t been instant, Father
Loya said he’s finding the secular world becoming more aware of it. There is also evidence the non-Catholic world is embracing
it. Namely, he said, books like “Wild at
Heart,” by Protestant John Eldridge and “Act
Like a Lady, Think Like a Man,” by performer
Steve Harvey, share similar ideas.
“The real soul of the Church knows this. It
just got away from it,” Father Loya said. “It

THEOLOGY OF THE BODY
DEFINITION
• The title Pope John Paul II gave to 129
audience addresses expressing an integrated vision of the human person—body,
soul and spirit—between 1979 and 1984.
The addresses were later published as
“Theology of the Body: Human in the
Plan.” A new translation has been released
under the title “Man and Woman He
Created Them: A Theology of the Body.”
RESOURCES
• Father Thomas Loya online: www.taborlife.org and www.catholicradiointernational.com
• Anastasia Northrop, study guide to theology of the body: “The Freedom of the Gift”
• Mary Beth Bonacci online:
www.reallove.net
• Edward Sri, book: “Men, Women and the
Mystery of Love”
• Local theology of the body classes: contact Tanya Cangelosi, 303-543-7867
• Christopher West, book: “The Theology
of the Body for Beginners”
• Web sites: www.tobia.info and www.theologyofthebody.net

was this John Paul II was trying to call us
back to. This is the truth that strikes at the
heart of the human being once they have it.”
Father Loya’s introductory talk Sept. 18 at
the Theology on Tap lecture at Braun’s Bar
and Grill attracted more than 100 youth and
young adults from throughout the Denver
Metro area. Tanya Cangelosi, a local theology of the body instructor and event organiz-

See Body, Page 16
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Religious sister marks 70 years of ministry—and still serves
BY JOHN GLEASON

Is there a secret to keeping
young? Maybe not. Perhaps it’s
simply knowing what God wants
you to do and pursuing that with
all your passion.
For Sister of Charity of
Leavenworth Owen Marie Falk,
who celebrated her 70th jubilee as
a religious sister this year, it isn’t a
matter of knowing any secret, or
even looking for one. It boils down
to one simple thing—enjoying
what you do. Now in her third career—she retired from the previous two—Sister Owen Marie, who
is 88, said no matter what line of
work she was in, that’s what she
was happy doing.
One of six children raised in
Fort Collins, Sister Owen Marie

graduated from Fort Collins High
School and immediately entered
the novitiate. Trained as a
teacher at St. Mary College in
Leavenworth, Kan., she spent 40
years teaching in Wyoming,
Kansas and Montana before returning to Colorado where she
spent the last nine years of her
teaching career at Annunciation
School in Denver. Asked the high
point in her career as an educator, she had a quick answer.
“It was the children,” she said.
“I loved working with the children.”
Sister Owen Marie’s biological
sister, who is also a Sister of
Charity of Leavenworth, affirmed
that response. Sister Marie
deLourdes Falk said her sibling’s
love of her students was reflected

in the reputation she gained as a
teacher.
“She taught first grade for most
of her 40 years in the classroom,”
noted Sister Marie deLourdes.
“And all that time she was known
in our community as one of our
outstanding primary teachers.
She was excellent.”
After Sister Owen Marie retired
from the classroom she didn’t sit
back and take it easy. An opportunity presented itself and soon
she, along with Sister Marie
deLourdes, began a second career; this time working for archdiocesan housing.
“I went from one extreme to
the other,” she said. “Now, I was
working with seniors. We opened
Holy Family Plaza, the senior living facility in north Denver. For

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

THE FALK SISTERS, from left, Sisters of Charity Owen Marie and
Marie deLourdes, and Pat Falk, are known for their warmth, wit and
love of the Denver Broncos
football team. They are shown
above at the St. Joseph Hospital
Annual Broncos Tailgate Party in
December 2007.
years I was the activities director
and my sister was the administrator.”
She fully enjoyed her second
career.
“For 17 years it was the best job
you could have,” she said.
One would think that after
nearly 60 years of ministry and
two careers, Sister Owen Marie
would be ready to retire for good.
Again, that wasn’t to be the case.
“After leaving archdiocesan
housing, I decided to try something else,” she said. “So my sister and I walked into St. Joseph
Hospital and said we wanted to
volunteer. When they asked us
what we wanted to, we told them
we didn’t want to be shut away in
an office. We wanted to work
with people.”
And so they have. For the last
nine years, the two sisters have
volunteered in the Oncology
Department of St. Joseph’s. Their
duties include greeting people
who are coming in for treatment,
serving coffee and making conversation. Their goal is to do
whatever helps the patients relax
before seeing the doctor.
“Sometimes what people really
need is a sympathetic ear,” Sister
Owen Marie said. “We try to
cheer them up and make them
comfortable. Hopefully, it helps.”
Long time friend Sister Sharon
Ford, R.S.M., said Sister Owen
Marie is a humble person who
does nothing but give.
“She is blessed with a wonderful sense of humor and the
Archdiocese of Denver is blessed
to have her among them,” she
said. “You couldn’t ask for a better
person to be working with people
at the hospital.”
Despite her seven decades of
ministry, Sister Owen Marie continues to serve at St. Joseph’s four
hours a day, five days a week.
“Teaching, housing ministry,
volunteering at the hospital,” she
mused. “I’m so blessed at what
I’ve had the opportunity to do.”
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Expert: caring for aging relative
creates wide range of emotions
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

Caring for an aging relative involves
physical, psychological, emotional and
financial demands. It can be particularly
challenging when the person has heavy
hands-on needs, a difficult personality or
mental impairment.
Caregivers may experience a variety of
distressing emotions along the way. The
most common ones are as follows.
Guilt—because, unlike their relative,
they enjoy good health; they haven’t,
until now, been significantly involved in
their relative’s life; they have mixed feelings about being a caregiver; they sometimes lose patience with their relative;
they made a promise that they would
never place their relative in long-term
care and they’re not sure if they can keep
it.
Resentment—because they have had
to make sacrifices, such as giving up a job
or leisure pursuits or letting other relationships slip; their relative has treated
them badly in the past; their relative is
demanding and critical and they don’t
feel appreciated; family members aren’t
pitching in; family members are critical
of their care provision.
Frustration—due to the helplessness
of being unable to reverse their relative’s
illness; personality differences between
them and their relative; having to contend with “nuisance” behaviors, such as
repetitive questioning and rummaging;
being unable to reason with their cognitively impaired relative.
Anxiety and fear—stemming from safety concerns, such as falls or, if their relative has dementia, household accidents,
wandering away from home or physical
aggression; concerns about what the future holds in terms of their relative’s disease progression and care needs and their
own physical and mental health.
Loneliness—arising from social isolation; feeling no one understands what
they are going through; having to do
things alone that they used to do with
their relative; being unable to relate to
their relative in the usual ways due to
changes in his cognition.
Sadness—because their relative is
gradually losing his abilities and perhaps
also his personality; joint plans for the future must go unrealized; they can’t imagine life without their relative.

PHOTO BY CNS

PEOPLE are living longer, which is leaving many Baby Boomers caring for aging
parents and relatives. Self-care is vital
when serving as a caregiver.
Anger—that their relative is ill or disabled; he is overly dependent; he refuses
recommended equipment or community
supports.
Feelings of anger may be directed towards God, their relative, family members or healthcare providers, or may be
generalized.
Caregivers may also be angry at themselves for taking on the caregiving role or
not being more assertive with their relative, family members or healthcare professionals.
While a certain degree of stress is inevitable, when left unchecked it can lead
to burnout. Physical warning signs include fatigue, memory problems, sleep
difficulties, significant weight loss or
gain, frequent illness and development of
chronic health problems.
Some emotional red flags are frequent
crying, frequent irritation by small annoyances, difficulty controlling one’s
temper and feeling overwhelmed, inadequate or hopeless.

See Caring, Page 10
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Thrifty parishioner leaves surprise
$1.4 million bequest to his church
BY BARB ARLAND-FYE

DAVENPORT, Iowa (CNS)—
Lifelong bachelor Clair Adams,
95, of Clinton lived simply and
was buried in a favorite red
fleece jacket that cost $9 at WalMart. What he didn’t spend on
himself—an estate worth a little
more than $1.4 million—he bequeathed to his parish, Jesus
Christ, Prince of Peace in
Clinton.
“This is the largest single gift
our parish has ever received and
it speaks to Clair’s love for his
parish, his faith in God and his
desire to leave a legacy that will
touch the lives of countless
present and future parishioners,” said Father Tony Herold
in a statement read Sept. 5-6 at
Masses.
Father Herold, pastor of
Prince of Peace, told The
Catholic Messenger, Davenport
diocesan newspaper, that he
was flabbergasted to learn of the
bequest. “What a tremendous
gift. It truly is an answer to
prayer!” he said.
Adams, who had lived at Eagle
Point Nursing Home since 2004,
“was very unassuming,” Father
Herold added. “No one would
have thought that he would
have that much money to leave
the parish.”
The bequest comes six months
after Prince of Peace dedicated its
new church in northwest Clinton,
a building which brings together
Clinton’s Catholics in one church
building for the first time. The
project has been financially challenging.
“While I am overwhelmed by
this extraordinary gift, I also am
aware that we have many challenges ahead of us. We still need
our parishioners to pay on their
pledges, support the parish and

Caring
From Page 9
In severe cases, burnout can
lead to abuse of the care receiver. This signals the need for immediate help.

Coping strategies

Please support the advertisers who help support the Denver Catholic Register!

If you are a caregiver, read on
for some strategies to help keep
stress manageable.
• Look after your health: eat
nutritious meals, get adequate
rest, exercise and schedule regular medical checkups.
• Do something to give yourself a daily break—perhaps quietly enjoying a cup of tea, reading something uplifting, writing

be faithful stewards of their resources. This gift, however, does
open up opportunities for us,”
Father Herold said.
The parish’s leadership will
address how best to use the gift
and welcomes input from
parishioners, he added. “We are
grateful to Clair Adams and all
who leave legacies of love to our
community as we strive to live
out the Gospel message in our
day.”
Adams’ gift was a surprise to
most parishioners, but not all.
Deacon Jeff Schuetzle and his
wife, Dawn, knew their longtime
friend intended to donate his estate to his parish. They had been
paying his bills for him the past
seven years.
“He said he was going to help
Father Tony build a new
church,” said Deacon Schuetzle,
who had power of attorney for
Adams.
The Schuetzles’ friendship
with Adams and his late brother,
Marv, began about 20 years ago
at the former St. Mary’s Catholic
Church in Clinton where the
two brothers attended Mass.
The Schuetzles’ oldest child,
Allison, was about 5 at the time
and would stop to say “hi” to the
two men who lived in the same
apartment building as her greataunt.
Her family began visiting
Adams and regularly stopped by
the apartment after the 9 a.m.
Sunday Mass. Their friendship
blossomed.
“He lived in a little basement
apartment. He never wanted to
buy anything. Nobody ever
knew he had money,” Dawn
Schuetzle said. “You’d say, ‘Clair,
you need new shoes.’ And he’d
say, ‘No, these shoes are fine.’”
“When Clair discovered he
and Allison shared the same

birthday—Oct. 29—that sealed
the deal,” Deacon Schuetzle
said.
Adams was a lifelong member
of the parish and lifetime member of the St. Edward’s Council
Knights of Columbus. Born in
1913 in Clinton, he attended St.
Mary’s Catholic School and
Clinton High School.
A U.S. Army veteran, he
served in World War II and retired in 1968 as a master sergeant. He worked at the Clinton
Corn Company, Royal Cloak
Company, Bell’s Cafe, Yellow Cab
Company and Gibson Dry
Cleaners. And he loved to golf,
the Schuetzles said.
“He had a sense of humor that
put a smile on anyone’s face,”
said Allison (Schuetzle) Schultz,
now a fifth-grade teacher at
Prince of Peace Academy in
Clinton. Adams made it to her
wedding and she visited him in
the nursing home with her
daughter, Sophie, who celebrated her first birthday just two
days after Adams died Aug. 12.
“Clair was a man of faith and
his church family was very important to him,” Deacon
Schuetzle said in the homily he
delivered at Adams’ funeral
Mass. “When Clair had to give
up driving he called for a taxi,
but when other parishioners got
wind of this Clair had a ride
every week. The church meant
the world to Clair and for my
family it was the beginning of a
very beautiful friendship with
Clair and a glimpse of the fullness of God’s love.”
“He literally could have traveled the world and instead he
wanted to give his money to
Father Tony to help the church,”
Schultz said. “I thought, ‘Wow,
what an unselfish, caring, extremely generous person he is.’”

in a journal or listening to
music.
• Stay connected to your
friends, your parish community and other supportive groups.
• Focus on your relative’s abilities, not disabilities, and the
things you can still do together.
• Acknowledge your relative’s
right to make decisions you disagree with (provided he is mentally capable).
• Let go of past grievances.
Seek counseling if necessary to
help you move forward in your
relationship with your relative.
• Don’t promise your relative
you will never place him in longterm-care, because you don’t
know what the future holds.
• Take things one day at a
time. Be extra good to yourself

on difficult days.
• Remind yourself that you are
doing your best and are only
human. Give yourself permission to feel all emotions that
surface.
• Join a caregiver support
group in the community or on
the Internet.
• Accept offers of help. Ask
other family members to share
the load and be specific about
what you need.
• Find out, from your local office on aging, about community
support services, and take full
advantage of them.
Lisa M. Petsche is a medical social worker and a freelance
writer specializing in boomer
and senior issues.
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Guild to honor founding member
It will be an evening of joy and fellowship Carmelite nuns of Carmel of the Holy Spirit
as the Archbishop’s Guild honors charter Monastery in Littleton through the Friends
member Marion Kelly at its annual silent of Carmel, an arm of the Archbishop’s Guild
auction and dinner dance next month to that Kelly herself founded. Money raised
through this organization pays for
benefit the many ministries the
general upkeep and insurance on
guild supports.
the property and monastery. But
The event is set for 6 p.m. Oct. 10
the group supports other minat St. Mark’s parish hall in
istries.
Westminster.
“We have a program for the
In addition to honoring Kelly,
aged,” Hemminger said, “Every
who recently celebrated her 100th
Christmas the guild puts together
birthday, the guild will mark its
and delivers 500 gift bags to senior
79th anniversary.
Guild President Lee Hemminger MARION KELLY centers, each containing a variety
of things—hygiene items and
said the organization is excited to
publicly recognize Kelly, the sole charter other items. We also have a program for children. We get toys through the Toys for Tot’s
member still active in the organization.
“She has done so much for the guild since program sponsored by the U.S. Marine
the beginning,” Hemminger said. “We Corps. And each year the guild takes up a
wanted to make this event a special one and collection and we buy disposal diapers,
having Marion as part of it will do just that.” which we donate to several agencies serving
Among the items to be auctioned are the poor, including Samaritan House.”
Hemminger said that while donations to
Denver Bronco tickets, mountain condominium weekends, fine arts, including a the upcoming event have been good, the orhand painted tea set, and many gift baskets ganization is always on the lookout for other
people or agencies who want to contribute.
and dinner gift certificates.
“We’ll take items right up until the auction
Hemminger said the mission of the guild
is to serve the underserved and the margin- if someone has something to donate,” she
said, adding, “It should be a great time.”
alized of Colorado.
Cost to the Archbishop’s Guild Silent
“We reach out to agencies through our
fundraisers,” she said. “Proceeds go to agen- Auction and Dinner Dance is $30 per person, $50 per couple. Tickets need to be
cies that serve the people.”
Possibly the guild ministry that most peo- purchased in advance. Call Julia at 303ple are aware of is support of the Discalced 287-3080.
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Q&A
From Page 2
ministering the sacraments, especially reconciliation, as I hope to be
available to the people as much as
possible and for whatever God’s
will is for me as I serve in a parish.
Q: What is your favorite pastime?
A: My new pastime is playing
tennis with some of the other seminarians, but usually I like to read
books—the lives of the saints and
the Fathers of the Church are very
inspirational. I am currently reading the life of the Cure of Ars, St.
John Vianney. Partly because it is
the Year for Priests and since—God
willing—I will have the fortune of
being ordained, it seems like a
good idea to know the life of the
patron of priests.
Q: In today’s world, a call to
celibacy is seen as radical, if not
impossible. How have you reconciled the priesthood’s call to
celibacy with this challenging cultural perspective?
A: The Church demands many
things from a priest and it is necessary that a priest be celibate to
meet those demands. I know
there are priests from different
rites of the Church that have duties both to the parish and to the
family, but as St. Paul says in the
First Letter to the Corinthians, it
is easier for a man who has no
wife and children, to give his life
in a fuller way to God and to the
Church. A priest’s life is devoted
to prayer and a continually growing relationship of love with Jesus
Christ. Every spousal relationship
calls a person to give their life to
another as a gift and a priest gives
his life as a gift to God and the
Church (the people), and this, for
me, is what gives celibacy its
meaning.

Full name:
David Jerome
Nix
Birth date:
Aug. 16, 1978
Where born
and reared:
Denver
Seminary: St. John Vianney

Q: Describe your educational
and professional background
before entering formation.
A: I was born and raised in
Denver (Most Precious Blood ‘92,
Regis Jesuit High School ‘96) and
later graduated Boston College in
2000 with a semester at
University of Paris. Back East I
began on the ambulance at age
19, and came home after graduation to work as a paramedic in
Denver metro until 2002. The
next two years I worked as a missionary for Fellowship of Catholic
University Students (FOCUS) in
Alabama and outside D.C.
Q: What first interested you in
the priesthood?
A: I got a personal letter from
Mother Teresa in 1997 asking me
to enter seminary. Well, no, that
never happened. But one of the
times my ears perked up to the
call of the priesthood was when I
was leaving my home parish in
my EMS uniform to quickly get to
a shift after an early weekday
Mass. My pastor yelled after me:
“Have fun saving bodies while I
save souls.” I knew there was
something there.
Q: When did you first feel
called to the priesthood?
A: Vigil Praise. I was so thankful
for God’s love in my life that I just
wanted to give my life back to
him. Also, the pro-life movement
and Mary were capturing, too.

Q: What ultimately led you to
enter the seminary?
A: Losing many unfruitful battles with the Holy Spirit. He won
and I glorify him for that.
Q: What are you most looking
forward to about the priesthood?
A: Hearing confessions.
Q: What is your favorite pastime?
A: Getting beat in soccer by
Redemptoris Mater.
Q: In today’s world, a call to
celibacy is seen as radical, if not
impossible. How have you reconciled the priesthood’s call to
celibacy with this challenging cultural perspective?
A: Today you’ll hear things like
“Father’s much too busy for a
family with all that parish work.”
Blech—I’d much rather be married than do Excel sheets. For St.
Paul, however, celibacy is first
about union with God and “how
to please the Lord” (1 Cor 7:32)
because, like Father Luigi
Giussani said, “Our hearts, which
are made for the infinite, need
first of all that which is exceptional in order to breathe.” When our
hearts are filled with the infinite
God, then we can breathe that exceptional life into the parish.
Pope John Paul II basically explains celibacy as skipping the
sweet springboard of marriage
for the big pool where we’ll all
end up (hopefully) clinging to
and glorifying God alone. It’s
what everyone is made for in the
end that lasts forever.
Name: Jose
Maria Quera
Birth date:
June 14, 1960
Where born
and reared:
Barcelona,
Spain
Seminary: Redemptoris Mater

Q: Describe your educational
and professional background before entering formation.
A: Elementary and high school
at a Catholic school led by Opus
Dei (1979). Degree from the
University of Superior Studies of
Architecture of Barcelona (1987).
Q: What first interested you in
the priesthood?
A: My interest in the priesthood
rose from the internal feeling that
God was calling me to this vocation. This feeling grew through
prayer and other external signs.
Little by little I began to contemplate this vocation, and more
closely perceive the priesthood as
a great gift from God; a call to
spend my life in intimacy with
Christ at the service of the Church.
Q: When did you first feel called
to the priesthood?
A: My call to the priesthood can
be perfectly named a “late vocational call.” Today I see the reasons
for that. When I started the univer-
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sity, my longing for building my life
“my way” led me to leave the
Church. In those circumstances,
and for more than 12 years, my
ears became completely deaf to
any divine call or Christian vocation. Turning back to the Church I
started walking in a parochial
community in the Neocatechumenal Way. That environment became for me the perfect place to
grow in faith, and to start being
open to the will of God. After a year
reopening my ears to the word of
God, and participating with a renewed enthusiasm in the sacramental life of the Church, I started
feeling called to the priesthood; I
was 34.
Q: What ultimately led you to
enter the seminary?
A: Clearly God’s grace, without it
I would have never been able to
leave my work, family, friends,
community and country to start a
new life in a far-away seminary.
Q: What are you most looking
forward to about the priesthood?
A:To follow God’s will in the concrete plan that he has prepared for
me through this vocation, especially, serving as a minister in the
sacramental life of the Church,
and being an instrument for the
new evangelization. With God’s
help, I hope to be faithful to his call
and in this way, to grow in love for
God and my neighbor.
Q: What is your favorite pastime?
A: Reading good books, painting
icons, hiking, or practicing tennis
and skiing.

fore entering formation.
A: I went to Shepherd of the Hills
Christian Elementary School, St.
Thomas More Middle School, and
Regis Jesuit High School before entering
college-seminary
at
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Seminary in Winona, Minn. (two
years) and in the sixth year at St.
John
Vianney
Theological
Seminary in Denver.
Q: What first interested you in
the priesthood?
A: The priests at Regis High
School first challenged me to consider the priesthood as a possible
vocation. I frequented the sacraments at that time, was interested
in the life and writings of Pope John
Paul II, concerned about tragic
events at Columbine High School
down the road, and learning from
the witness of my faithful Catholic
family. God used a combination of
several events and desires to move
my interest toward priesthood.
Q: When did you first feel called
to the priesthood?
A: I first recognized God calling
me to the priesthood when I was
about 17.
Q: What ultimately led you to
enter the seminary?
A: Archbishop Chaput must
have talked me into seminary
when I was curious and willing to
try it out after high school. I was a
bit hesitant because I worried
about missing out on “normal college experience.” I don’t regret letting myself be reeled in.

Q: What are you most looking
forward to about the priesthood?
A: I most look forward to praying
the Sacrifice of the Mass and to
hearing confessions. Well, not so
much hearing them as being an instrument of God’s forgiveness.
Q: What is your favorite pastime?
A: Reading, playing in the
mountains, deep-sea exploration,
and bull-fighting.
Q: In today’s world, a call to
celibacy is seen as radical, if not
impossible. How have you reconciled the priesthood’s call to
celibacy with this challenging cultural perspective?
A: The gift of celibacy invites me
to love without exclusivity. That is,
married people have a special call
to love and serve their spouse and
family with all of their heart, making their married vocation their
love’s priority. Celibate love is a
missionary love that can take risks
and go places where it might not
be good or common for married
people. For example, I spend
some time with homeless people
and, on occasion, can be in a situation that is dangerous or very
sensitive. In these and other similar circumstances, the married
person has to think of their family
and spouse while the celibate
(who also must act with prudence) has more freedom. Love
can be perfected in every vocation, but the priest’s is particularly
pastoral. Celibacy is a great help to
that end.

A: In today’s world, a call to
celibacy is seen as radical, if not
impossible. How have you reconciled the priesthood’s call to
celibacy with this challenging cultural perspective?
A: I’m choosing a celibate life not
because I see myself better or
stronger or different than others.
I’m choosing this life because I believe that the one who has chosen
me to live this way of life is God and
because it is God who calls me to
live this life, he will also make this
life possible in me; not by having to
pay the price, as the secularized
mentality holds, of castrating my
nature or threatening my fulfillment as a person, on the contrary,
believing firmly that because God
has created me, he knows the best
way for me to be fulfilled.
Name:
Michael
Lawrence
Rapp
Birth date:
March 16,
1983
Where born
and reared: Born in Minneapolis,
moved to Centennial, Colo., at 2 and
grew up there.
Seminary: St. John Vianney

Q: Describe your educational
and professional background be-
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Friends of Seeds of Hope:
Mass to remember all donors,
principals, teachers and volunteers at Guardian Angels
Church, 1843 W. 52nd Ave.,
Denver. Call 303-715-3112 for
details.
Sept. 30: 7:30 a.m.
Healing Service: and Praise
Mass at St. Catherine’s Church,
4200 Federal Blvd., Denver.
See ad on page 7.
Oct. 3: 6:30 p.m.
Archbishop’s Annual Mass: for
those celebrating 25, 50 and
50+ years of marriage at
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. Those wishing to register call 303-7153259.
Oct. 3: 4:30 p.m.
All are Welcome: to Transitus
of St. Francis memorial service
to be held at St. Patrick’s Old
Mission Church, 3300 Pecos,
Denver. Reception to follow.
Oct. 3: 7 p.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at
Cathedral Basilica of
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. Father
Andreas Hock will give
Benediction and lead the
rosary.
Oct. 4: 3 p.m.
Eight Monsignors: will receive
conferral of papal honors at an
evening prayer service at
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. Call 303715-3156 for details.
Oct. 13: 7 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
KPIO: Catholic Radio is hosting
an open house/cookout. Come
hungry and get a tour of the
studio. 1576 W. First St.,
Loveland. Call 970-669-8000
for information.
Sept. 23: 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Homecoming: tailgate party
for Machebeuf Alumni, at stadium 1250 Chambers Road,
Aurora. BBQ and game free to
all alumni. Call 303-344-0082
for details.
Sept. 24: 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
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Bulletin Board
Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired
publication date. Mail, fax, or e-mail:
Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Knights of Columbus Hall,
3800 S. Windermere St.,
Englewood. Registration fee
$20 per person. Call 303-6322288 for details.
Sept. 25: 6:30 p.m.- 9:30
p.m.
Come Hungry: as Ladies
Auxiliary of Knights of
Columbus present the first
Taste of St. Anne Parish, 7555
Grant St., Arvada. Tickets $5
adults, $2.50 children. Call
720-936-3175 for information.
Sept. 26: 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Back to School Yard Sale: to
benefit St. Francis de Sales
School, 235 S. Sherman St.,
Denver. Treasures galore.
Sept. 26: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Annual October Blessed: fall
party with food, fellowship and
refreshments at Blessed
Sacrament School 1973 Elm St.,
Denver.
Sept. 27: 4 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Benefit for FOCUS: to be held
at Sacred Heart of Mary
Church, 6739 S. Boulder Rd.,
Boulder. Call 303-494-2625 for
more information or online at
focusonline.org.
Oct. 2: 6 p.m.
All are invited: to presentation
of St. Josephine Bakhita and
St. Katherine Drexel Award to
Deacon Guffie Menogan at
Brady Hall at St. Ignatius of
Loyola Church. Cost of dinner
and ceremony $10 donation.
Call 303-715-3165 to RSVP.
Oct. 2: 6 p.m.
Oktoberfest: at Guardian
Angels Church, 15179 Weld
County Road 7, Mead. Food,
refreshment, music, live auction and prizes. Call 970-5322743 for details.
Oct. 3: 4 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Sing to the Lord: a bilingual
community concert featuring
musician Jaime Cortez at
Queen of Peace Church, 13120
E. Kentucky Ave., Aurora.
Freewill offerings accepted.
Sept. 25: 7:30 p.m.

Evening to Honor: Marion Kelly
with silent auction and dinner
dance sponsored by
Archbishop’s Guild at St.
Mark’s Church, 3141 W. 96th
Ave., Westminster. Call 303287-3080 for ticket information.
Oct. 10: 6 p.m. - 11 p.m.

The Third Annual: Capuchin
Franciscan friars trivia night at

Italian Feast: at St Thomas
More Church, 8035 S. Quebec

St., Centennial. Authentic
Italian fare, cookie baking contest and entertainment. Cost
is $10 adult, $5 for children.
Oct. 10: 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Craft Fair and Bake Sale: sponsored by Light of the World
Parish, 10316 W. Bowles Ave.,
Littleton.
Oct. 17: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Open House: at Christ the King
Catholic School, 860 Elm St.,
Denver. Tour classrooms, talk
with teachers and parents of
current students. Call 303321-2123 for more information.
Oct. 22: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
2009 Holiday Bazaar: at Queen
of Peace Church. 13120 E.
Kentucky Ave., Aurora.
Sponsored by St. Vincent de
Paul Society.
Nov. 7: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Nov. 8: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Seeds of Hope: presents
Evening of Hope at Grand
Hyatt Denver, 1750 Welton St.,
Denver. Call 303-715-3186 for
cost and registration.
Nov. 13: 6 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Franciscan Prayer: a retreat
and reflections beginning in
late September. Call Sister
Elizabeth Fuhr at 303-4586270 Ext. 112.
Lay Carmelites: meet at Holy
Family Church, 4830 Utica St.,
Denver for those interested in
joining the order. Call 303427-7931 if interested.
Second Saturday of Month
Handmaids of the Lord: renewal
and support for women under
Couples for Christ to hold conference in Denver. Information
online at cfcholdconference2009.wordpress.com.
Sept. 25 - 27
Vocational Retreat: for women
considering the religious life
sponsored by Religious Sisters
of Mercy of Alma, Mich.
Retreat will be held at Stone
House at Cabrini Shrine, 20189
Cabrini Blvd., Golden. Call
303-765-4592 for registration.
Sept. 25 - 27

Retrouvaille: weekend for couples, married or divorced, who
are looking to rebuild their
marriages. Call 303-973-2206
for information.
Sept. 25 - 27
Volunteer Training: for Gabriel
Project outreach ministry to
pregnant women at JPII Center
1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Both days required for training, cost $40. Call 303-7153243 for details.
Sept. 26: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Oct. 3: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Faith and Finances: workshop
on applying God’s word to personal finances. Free event
based on study of Catholic author Thomas Zordani, to be
held at JPII Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Call 303715-3160 to reserve a spot.
Sept. 26: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Seminar on Ethics: in tough
economic times sponsored by
Catholic Lawyers Guild of
Colorado. Denver Athletic
Club, 1325 Glenarm Place,
Denver. Cost $50 members,
$60 non-members. Call 303757-8300.
Oct. 1: 12:30 p.m.
Two-Day Seminar: on Catholic
Bioethics. Lectures and breakout sessions on health care
decisions to be held at JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver. Call 215-877-2660 Ext.
213 for information.
Oct. 2 - 3
FOCUS 11: vocation awareness
program for fifth and eleventh
graders to be held at St.
Thomas More Church, 8035 S.
Quebec St., Centennial. Call
303-282-3429 for more information.
Oct. 5 - 7
Listening Hearts: support
group for families of gay and
lesbian children meets at St.
Frances Cabrini, 66730 W.
Chatfield Ave., Littleton. Call
303-683-1718.
Oct. 7: 7 p.m.
Weekend Retreat: for women
considering the life of a religious hosted by Sisters of St.
Francis Perpetual Adoration of
Colorado Springs. Call 719-9558015 for more information.
Oct. 9 - 11
Learn to Turn Your Life: into a
story by attending seminar by
Carol Sullivan at Most Precious
Blood Church, 2200 S.
Harrison St., Denver. Cost is
$45 for five sessions. Call
303-756-3083 for details.
Tuesdays beginning Oct. 13

The Family: is the theme of
the this years Gospel of Life
Conference to be held at
Christ the King Parish, 830 Elm
St., Denver. Call Respect Life
Office at 303-715-3205 for registration information.
Oct. 24: 9:30 a.m. -2: p.m.
Rachel Vineyard Retreat: for
those in need of emotional and
spiritual healing following an
abortion. Call 303-410-1710 for
more information.
Oct. 16 - 18
Stories of the Life: of St. John
Vianney, patron of priests as
told by author Father George
Rutler at JPII Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Call 303715-3123 for details.
Oct. 21: 7 p.m.
Fall Retreat: to focus on the
Gospel of St. John at St. Malo
Retreat Center in Allenspark,
Colo. Call 303-715-3195 for cost
and registration information.
Oct. 23 - 25
Quest Weekend Retreat: to be
held at All Saints Church, 2559
S. Federal Blvd., Denver. Call
Sister Elizabeth Bornhoft for
more information 303-4336590.
Nov. 7 - 8
Secular Discalced Carmelites:
of the Holy Spirit invite new
members to next formation
program. Meet second
Saturday of month at St.
Thomas More Parish, 8035 S.
Quebec St., Centennial. Call
303-806-9923 for details.
Nov. 14
Encourage: support group for
parents of homosexual children. Call Father Dan Norick
at 720-434-2638 for more information.

SINGLES
October Singles Dance: for the
40-plus crowd at Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish Center,
11385 Grant Drive, Northglenn.
Cost $15. Call 303-457-8289
for more information.
Oct. 10: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.

Pray
the
Rosary
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Body
From Page 7
er, said attendance to the Saturday
conference nearly doubled within
days prior to the event.
Father Loya described the
breakdown of balance in how the
human body is viewed as having
started with the fall of Adam and
Eve, resulting in the physical being
seen as “something to be manipulated.”
He spoke about the health-care
reform debate, saying health itself
might not be as much of an issue
could people see it through the
lens of theology of the body, with
discipline and without over-medication.
In brief, he spoke to the subject
of same-sex attraction. Of an attraction between two men, he
said: “That attraction is not love. It
is need, which gets translated as
love.”
He said the prefix of the word,
“matrimony,” implies male and female.
“We cannot be happy unless we
are being honest,” Father Loya asserted. “That whole issue of samesex attraction is based on a dishonest assumption of the meaning of
words.”
Referencing theology of the
body teachings, he said the design
of the male and female bodies
show they are made to fit together.
Anastasia Northrop, founder
and president of the Theology of
the Body International Alliance,
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ANASTASIA NORTHROP
followed Father Loya’s talk, sharing theories of why statistics show
40 percent of adults as single
and that a growing number of
those are in their 30s. She said the
legalization of the birth control pill
in the 1960s is one of the key factors.
“Pope John Paul made predictions (about contraception) that
have come true,” Northrop said,
noting: “We have degradation of
women. Women have been objectified.”
Northrop said contraception
also makes it more common for
women to over-plan their lives.
“What is the remedy for that?
Conversion,” she declared. “That
entails us surrendering our lives to
God.”
A culture of individualism, or always wanting an “upgrade” for a

phone or computer, she said has
translated into people often looking for someone better than the
one they are with.
“This has led us to loneliness,”
Northrop said.
She said realizing love is a gift of
self is important to communion
with another. Being broken from
old relationships has also taken a
toll on people’s courage to commit,
she said.
“In order to love, we must risk.
We must sacrifice,” she said, referring to Christ’s sacrifice on the
cross to show his love. “We can go
from being broken to experiencing
Christ’s healing in our lives and
then having the courage to commit.”
Northrop’s part of the conference
was capped with testimony by
three recently married young couples who had attended or met at
local theology of the body classes.
Other speakers at the conference included Edward Sri, professor at the Augustine Institute and
author of the book, “Men, Women
and the Mystery of Love,” and international speaker Mary Beth
Bonacci, author of the book “Real
Love,” whose talk was titled
“Making Sense of Sexuality.”
Several conference-goers also
attended a Manhattan Swing
Dance at the Wings Over the
Rockies Museum after the conference. The event was coordinated
by Theology of the Body
International Alliance and Holy
Protection Byzantine Catholic
Church.

