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BY JULIE FILBY

Young adults answering the
call to serve the needy find a
community and support for their
apostolate in the Colorado
Vincentian Volunteers, which is
marking its 15th anniversary this
year.
The name St. Vincent de Paul
has become synonymous with
the word “charity.” Based on his
dedicated service to the poor
some 400 years ago, St. Vincent
was known not only for his compassion, but also for his ability to
organize others to expand his
mission.
His spirit thrives today in the
work of the Colorado Vincentian
Volunteers. CVV was founded in
1994 by Bill and Mary Frances
Jaster. It is a group of men and
women, age 22-30, who make a
one-year commitment to serve
Denver’s poor, elderly, homeless,
developmentally disabled and
troubled youth. The volunteers
live together while working fulltime at area nonprofit and charitable agencies.

How it started
The Jasters were inspired to
start the organization following a
mission trip in the early 90s. Bill
and Mary Frances, with their two
young children, studied in
Guatemala and Honduras, then
worked with Central American
refugees at the Houston Catholic
Worker.

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

VINCENTIAN volunteer Thomas Driscoll visits with students at Annunciation School in Denver where he
serves as a teacher’s aide.
At the Catholic Worker, they groups around the country, ask- the laity,” explained Bill. “What
were struck by the fact that many ing if they could launch a similar better way to empower the laity
than to accompany the poor?”
of the young people there were program in Denver.
They were awarded a three“They all said ‘no,’” according
not completing their year-long
year declining grant from the
commitment to the organization. to Bill. “Except the Vincentians.”
The Vincentian clergy, found- Vincentian’s Provincial Council,
In talking with them, they realized they were not receiving the ed by St. Vincent de Paul, were which provided the funding
support they needed to fulfill running Denver’s St. Thomas needed to start CVV.
“The idea was that this proSeminary (now St. John Vianney
their mission.
“Young people in mission need Theological Seminary), where gram—and these young peosupport and community,” Mary Mary Frances was teaching ple—would carry on the charism
of St. Vincent de Paul beyond the
Frances said. “They need com- part-time.
“They jumped right on our clergy and out into the commupanions on their journey.”
Upon returning to Denver, they proposal—said it fit well with nity,” Mary Frances added.
drafted a proposal and started their vision to accompany the
See Volunteers, Page 2
presenting it to established poor, train clergy and empower
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c. 200 - 258 / Feast - Sept. 16
Born in North Africa, Cyprian taught rhetoric,
converted late to Christianity and was ordained.
He became bishop of Carthage in 248 and survived one persecution by going into hiding. He
backed Pope Cornelius during a schism and
supported his decision to readmit apostates to
the church after a period of penance. Cyprian
also organized care for plague victims. Under Valerian’s persecution,
he was exiled from Carthage, brought back and beheaded. His writ© 2004 CNS
ings were quoted by the Second Vatican Council.
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GUEST COLUMN

Questions a Catholic
should ask about
health care, Part 3
BY HELEN ALVARÉ, J.D., & E.
CHRISTIAN BRUGGER, PH.D.

The following column is Part 3 in
a series (see DCR Archives at
www.archden.org/dcr and click on
Aug. 25 and Sept. 9 for Parts 1 and
2, respectively). The full column addresses 12 points to consider when
weighing legislative health care
proposals. Part 3 below outlines
points 6-9.
6. Does the legislation respect
the moral “principle of subsidiarity,” which requires that larger social entities (for example, the federal government) should leave to
smaller groupings (that is, those
intermediate associations within
the local community) those functions and responsibilities which
the smaller communities can reasonably fulfill (and often fulfill
much better) on their own? Or
will particular decisions about
health care be made by persons or
groups of persons or bureaucracies far removed from knowledge
of the particular person and his or
her situation?
Note: It is reasonable to doubt
whether federally administrated
oversight will be able to adequately attend to the particular needs of
patients. We are all familiar with
HMO bureaucrats denying treatments or altering treatment decisions for patients whom the bureaucrats have never seen or examined, even contrary to the
judgment of the physicians who
have. Is a federalized plan likely to
re-personalize health care or will
economics unreasonably drive
treatment decisions? One provision of the Senate and House
health-care bills appears to allow
an existing government entity
within the Department of Health
and
Human
Services—The
Agency for Healthcare Research
and Quality—to carry out comparative effectiveness research
(that is, it would determine the
most cost-effective treatment for
a specific medical condition
which could effectively override a
particular doctor’s decision for a
particular patient). There’s no
problem in principle with an
agency of experts assigned to carryout effectiveness research and
to establish policies regarding resource allocation based on unbiased “best use” criteria; in fact,
such an agency undoubtedly will
be necessary within any nationalized health care system. A problem more likely arises if at a distance far removed from the particular needs of patients, it gets involved in individual diagnostic
and treatment decisions. Again,

this raises fears of the selection of
inappropriate or ineffective treatments for patients, whose health
could unfairly suffer as a result.
7. Is there sufficient accountability upon the persons or groups
authorized to make crucial decisions about any of the above matters? Are these persons or groups
likely to be unreasonably influenced by ideological factors or by
those with profit motives in mind
(insurance companies, health
care provider groups) rather than
by the citizens whose health care
is determined by the legislation?
Note: As stated above, the legislation presently calls for a new
health-benefits advisory committee that has the authority to define
benefits for all health plans in the
United States. It is an unelected
committee named by the
Secretary of HHS; there will be no
accountability to the citizenry for
what the committee determines
will be the necessary components
of health coverage. Moreover, in
the bill approved by Democrats on
the Senate Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions (HELP)
Committee, states would have the
authority to limit the number of insurance offerings provided to consumers
in
“exchanges.”
Exchanges, which might be state
or regional, are groups of health insurance providers, which may or
may not include a “public option,”
which could be offered either to
everyone, or to more restricted
groups of traditionally more marginalized consumers of health
care. Government-run agencies
will oversee consumer enrollment
in insurance plans. Qualified insurers seeking to offer coverage to
“exchange” participants may or
may not get to do so. It would be
up to government bureaucrats,
who could deny market entry to an
insurer for apparently any reason.
It’s possible that this broad authority will be abused to benefit politically connected providers—at the
expense of consumers.

Volunteers

COLORADO
VINCENTIAN
VOLUNTEERS

From Page 1

Forming community
In 1995, they bought two “cool,
old houses” at 1732 and 1738 Pearl
St. in Denver’s Capitol Hill neighborhood. In August, the first group
of 12 volunteers moved in. The capacity of the adjoining homes,
connected by a fire escape, is 13.
The lifestyle of the CVV team focuses on simplicity and community—participants are expected to
work together to care for the house
and to participate in the process of
mutual understanding and respect
for others. Most volunteers come
from other parts of the country,
and occasionally from overseas.
Volunteer Thomas Driscoll, a 23year-old from outside Syracuse,
New York, working as a teacher’s
aide at Annunciation Catholic
School, was concerned living with
so many diverse personalities
might be difficult.
“Learning and sharing with 12
other people that have different
ways of thinking has been a challenge—but it’s also turned out to
be the best part of the whole experience,” Driscoll said. “It’s made us
a special ‘family.’”
Community life develops further as the individuals commit to
a shared vision and a common
set of values.
“Coming home to a community
of people who share a similar
mindset to serve and work toward
justice is a great blessing,” said 22year-old volunteer from Chicago,
Jackie Lorens, who is serving as a
case manager at Sacred Heart
House. “We share stories, ask for
advice, and sometimes just vent
about our day.”

Providing service

Individuals can join the
Companions, a network providing
time, talents and treasures to
support the CVV mission.
For more information: visit
www.covivo.org, call 303-8638141 or e-mail cvv@covivo.org.
Donations can be made on the
Web site (click Donate) or mail to:
1732 Pearl St., Denver, CO
80203.
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MARY FRANCES and Bill Jaster
care reform and a struggling
economy allow those who have
continually lacked resources to
have a voice and speak out about
their needs.”
Volunteers are required to have
a college degree or equivalent
work experience. Directors work
with each individual to identify
the best work site for them in
terms of education, interest and
experience.
“Many end up being hired by the
agency they do their volunteer
work for,” said Mary Frances.
Of the program’s 166 alumni, 55
have remained in the Denver area.
The agencies served contribute
a stipend that covers about half of
the volunteer’s annual expenses.
Currently volunteer expenses run
about $18,000; therefore each
agency contributed $9,000.
Additional funding is raised
through grants, individual donors
and a Companions guild that
sponsors fundraisers and an annual membership drive.
CVV participants receive room
and board, health insurance,
transportation and a monthly
stipend of $75. They are also eligible for the AmeriCorps Education
Award, a government-sponsored
financial award provided to individuals engaged in service.

The spirituality component includes weekly Mass in their home
chapel, spiritual direction, theological reflection and discussion,
and regular retreats. They also educate volunteers on important
social justice issues, such as immigration.
“The two feet of Catholic social
teaching are charity and justice—
you can’t have only charity,” Bill explained. “You have to ask the bigger question: ‘Why do we need
charity?’”
Volunteers learn a lot about
themselves and the way God
speaks to them through the people
that they serve.
“They are really formed by the
people they work with,” he said.
“We want them to remember that
child they knelt with, the person
who was homeless, the family that
knocked on their door needing
food—and to carry those experiences into their life, their family
and whatever vocation they
choose.”

Future vision
The CVV recruits volunteers by
word-of-mouth, the Web site
(www.covivo.org), college ministry
fairs and through the Catholic
Network of Volunteer Service. This
year they received 90 applications
to fill the 13 openings.
Their board of directors is currently studying options for the future, in terms of growth. They are
considering alternatives such as
expanding the number of volunteers; ways to better serve alumni
who still have a desire to serve; and
how they can use their program to
match the talents and resources of
retiring Baby Boomers with volunteer opportunities.
“This is a time in history where
we can all humble ourselves and
realize we can rely on one another
to revitalize the human experience,” Lorens said. “It’s a time to
answer a call to serve and work as
a global community to meet the
needs of the world around us.”

In their 15-year history,
Colorado Vincentian Volunteers
have served nearly 50 agencies in
the Denver community including
emergency assistance centers,
homeless shelters, health services,
schools and early childhood education programs, and services for
women and seniors.
“The agencies come to depend Spiritual journey
Although CVV is a Catholic-affilon the volunteers each year,” Bill
said. “Budgets are being cut se- iated program, it is open to particverely, and the volunteers are ipants of all faiths who are interested in expanding their spirituality
needed more than ever.”
Volunteers understand the through Christian worship.
“Spirituality and prayer are an
needs are great.
“As the lines between the important component of our pro‘haves’ and the ‘have-nots’ be- gram,” Mary Frances said. “We
come blurred in today’s econo- help participants discover the
my, no one is immune to the ef- presence of God in everyday life—
8. What effect will the cost of fects of poverty, unemployment and clarify the connection behealth care reform have on the and homelessness,” Lorens said. tween their commitment to the
public monies available for other “Present-day issues like health poor and their spiritual journey.”
important services (e.g., social
services to the poor,education,job
D E N V E R C AT H O L I C R EG I S T E R
stimulation, crime prevention
and criminal justice reform, enviPublished by the Archdiocese of Denver, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210
ronmental services, etc.)?
Denver Catholic Register (USPS 557-020) is published weekly except the last week of
Note: Because answering this
December and the first week of January and in June, July and August, when it goes bi-weekly.
General Manager
question involves extensive access
The Register is published by the Archdiocese of Denver, 1300 S. Steele Street, Denver, CO 80210,
Jeanette DeMelo
to national budget information
and printed by Signature Offset in Colorado Springs. Periodical postage paid in Denver, CO.
coupled with a specialized knowlEditor
Subscriptions: $25 a year in Colorado; $32 per year out of state. Foreign countries: $29 suredge of economic dynamics, it’s
Roxanne King
face, all countries, 6-8 weeks for delivery; $135 air, all other countries (average). Mexico, $48
air; Canada, $55 air. Postmaster: Send address changes to: Denver Catholic Register,
near impossible to answer for the
Ad Manager
Circulation Dept., 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210.
layperson. The fact is, however,
Chad Andrzejewski

See Health care, Page 7

Main number: 303-715-3215; Circulation: 303-715-3211.

Y E A R FO R P R I E STS l 3

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l SEPTEMBER 16, 2009

Chalice’s cup reflects the congregation; its oak base the foundation of priest’s family
BY FATHER KEN KOEHLER

The year prior to my ordination
to the priesthood, I still had not
been able to make any plans for a
chalice.
I knew that I was limited on
funds. My family of nine siblings
plus my parents barely made
ends meet in the first place. After
prayer and trusting in God’s ways
it occurred to me that it did not
have to be expensive.
Catholic goods store owner
John Erger helped me find a very
inexpensive gold-plated cup. We

had to do
something
for a base.
When I was
home
on
break from
the
seminary, I asked
my father if
FATHER KEN
he
could
KOEHLER
make a base.
He was a carpenter and loved to
make an assortment of things
from wood. He agreed.
He spent time finding a piece
of oak that was not cracked and

the beauty of the
people who surround it at each
Mass. I am privileged to have this
gift of the heart
from my parents
and family who
supported my journey on the way to ordination.

which was dried
adequately so that
it would not crack
later. He worked
hard and actually
burned up many
knives on the
lathe because of
the hardness of the
wood. Finally, he
finished his work.
You can see the results
in the photo here.
I have had this chalice
for 37 years. It is not
ornate but reflects

BRIEFS
Father George Rutler
to deliver lecture on
Cure d’Ars
World-renowned speaker and
author Father George William
Rutler will present a free lecture,
“The Cure of Ars and the
Priesthood,” at 7 p.m. Oct. 21 in
Bonfils Hall of the John Paul II
Center. The talk will paint a picture of St. John Vianney, whose

Catholic Register that when it
came to selecting an honoree
this year, the selection committee didn’t have far to look.
“The archbishop typifies what
we admire in a leader,” Madrid
said. “It was clear from the beginning that we wanted him to
be the 2009 recipient.”
Madrid said the archbishop
exemplifies the laudable qualities of a bishop and is not afraid
to speak out about the Catholic
position on hot button issues
that affect our daily lives.
“He does it in such a practical
way, so measured and prudent.

He brings so much wisdom and
spiritual maturity to the discussion,” Madrid said. “I believe
that’s why statements in his
book and his commentaries
have such an affect on people.”
Guest speakers at the dinner
will include Denver Catholic
Register columnist and author
George Weigel; publisher and
editor of First Things Magazine,
Joseph Bottum; Eternal Word
Television Network personality
Father John Corapi, S.O.L.T.; and
Carl Anderson, supreme knight
of the Knights of Columbus.
Ken Davison, vice president of

amazing story illustrates the lifechanging gift that a holy priest is
to his people. The New York
priest’s reflections will mirror his
more extensive reflections on the
saint in the book, “The Cure
D’Ars Today” (Ignatius Press,
1988). Father Rutler will go beyond a basic biography to offer
an interpretation of Vianney’s life
for the modern Catholic, which
aims to challenge attendees to
model the saint’s example, each
in their own unique way, to the
present culture.
Rutler’s multiple degrees—
from Dartmouth, Johns Hopkins

and Oxford, to name a few—
make him a well-respected and
intelligent speaker on a variety of
hot topics in the Church today.
Known as a wise and witty
homilist, Rutler hosts EWTN’s
popular program “Christ in the
City.” He is also a prolific writer,
contributing on a regular basis to
numerous scholarly and popular
journals, as well as having authored 14 books on theology, history, cultural issues, and the lives
of the saints. For more information on this lecture, call the Office
of Communications at 303-7153123 or e-mail info@archden.org.

college relations at Belmont
Abbey College, told the Register
that the gala is expecting a large
crowd.
“We could have as many as
800 people attending this
event,” he said. “So many people
are impressed with Archbishop
Chaput and with his book. We’re
expecting quite a turnout.”
The Envoy Institute of
Belmont Abbey College provides a community of support
for newly independent young
adults to help them develop a
better discernment of how God
wants them to develop and
apply their personal talents to
serve him in today’s society. A
key aspect of the community is

presenting real heroes for young
adults to relate to, people who
can give them confidence, comfort, and hope.
Past honorees of the Envoy
Award include Marcus Grodi,
president and founder of The
Coming
Home
Network
International,
and
Curtis
Martin, president and founder
of the Fellowship of Catholic
University Students (FOCUS)
More information about the
dinner can be found online at
envoyinstitute.net. Tickets are
$175 per person or $300 per
couple. For reservations, call
704-461-6009 or e-mail joanbradley@bac.edu.

Year for Priests
concert free and
open to the public

Performing with Genuis will
be vocalist Linda Easter, violinist Liesel Schoenberger and cellist Cedra Kuehn. Interspersed
between the songs will be reflections by Genuis on some aspect
of the priesthood.
Genuis’ music has received
accolades from a spectrum of
people ranging from musicians
to Hollywood professionals.
St. Thomas More Church is located at 8035 S. Quebec St. in
Centennial. No tickets or reservations are necessary to attend.
For information, call Mila
Glodava at 303-221-9240.

Composer and acclaimed pianist Eric Genuis will present a
Year for Priests concert 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 24 in St. Thomas More
Church. Everyone, especially
priests, are invited.
The concert, co-sponsored
by the Denver Catholic Register,
the Colorado Catholic Herald
and St. Thomas More Church, is
free.

B

Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., will be honored at a
tribute dinner Oct. 8 sponsored
by the Envoy Institute of
Belmont Abbey College in North
Carolina. There the archbishop
will receive the 2009 Envoy of
the Year Award in honor of his
faithful and courageous leadership of the Archdiocese of
Denver and as author of the international best-selling book,
“Render Unto Caesar.”
Patrick Madrid, director of the
Envoy Institute, told the Denver

Father Ken Koehler is pastor of
St. Mark Church in Westminster.

THE BASE of Father Ken Koehler’s chalice was made by
his father out of oak.

Archbishop Chaput to be recipient of Envoy Award
BY JOHN GLEASON

The base reflects the strong
foundation of my family that has
not faded in any way. The cup is
big enough for a large family. It
contains the style of our lives:
there is always just enough but
never too much. Everyone is welcome.

‘YEAR FOR PRIESTS’ DAILY PRAYER CALENDAR
Prayer calendar and other resources can be found at www.archden.org/yearforpriests

Please pray for the following priests on the indicated days,
in honor of the Year for Priests:
WEDNESDAY

16

SEPT.

THURSDAY

17

FRIDAY

18

If interested in sponsoring the Year for Priests daily prayer calendar, please send
an e-mail with contact information to chad.andrzejewski@archden.org

SATURDAY

19

SUNDAY

20

MONDAY

21

TUESDAY

22

FR. FRANCISCO
RAMIREZ

FR. NATHANIEL
PUJOS

FR. FRANK
LOMICA

FR. FRANK
MARONEY

FR. FRANK
SCHMITT

FR. FRED
GAGLIA

FR. CHARLES
SHELTON

Ordination: 8-7-04

Ordination: 7-30-04

Ordination: 6-1-02

Ordination: 6-6-92

Ordination: 6-11-83

Ordination: 2-9-63

Ordination: 6-11-82

4 l OPINION

SEPTEMBER 16, 2009 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD

THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL
The death of Edward Kennedy
and the end of an era
The public accomplishments of Senator Edward M. Kennedy,
who died on Aug. 25, will be discussed and debated for years, and
perhaps decades. He was the only one of the Kennedy brothers
who took the United States Senate seriously, and if one is hard
put to name specific pieces of major legislation on which his imprint was writ large, he was nonetheless a “Senate man” in a way
that neither Jack nor Bobby ever was—and thus a popular figure
in insider Washington. As for his shift from critic of Roe v. Wade to
pro-choice paladin, that has been commented on sufficiently by
others. Let me only add to the public record that the late Henry
Hyde, a pro-lifer to the core, told me that he had once said to
Kennedy, “Ted, if you’d take leadership of our movement, we’d
sweep the country.” Given the confusions of our moral culture
and our law, that might have been too optimistic. But we’ll never
know, as Kennedy took a different path, and among other things,
ended up committing calumny against Robert Bork.
Ted Kennedy’s death does, however, mark the end of an era,
and in several ways.
It marks—or should mark—the end of an era in which
Catholics in the United States identity “concern for the poor” with
big-government-funded and big-government-managed welfare
programs. That the well-intentioned initiatives of the Great
Society, which Ted Kennedy supported, ended up destroying
urban neighborhoods and families while creating massive welfare
dependency was acknowledged by many, including liberals, during the welfare reform debates of the mid-1990s—but not by the
senior senator from Massachusetts, who was, to put it gently,
nowhere near the forefront of the reform movement.
John Paul II’s critique of welfare dependency in the 1991 encyclical, “Centesimus Annus,” and the late Pope’s proposal that
true care for the poor means the empowerment of poor people
through their incorporation into networks of productivity and
exchange, never made much of a dent on Ted Kennedy, who
was not very helpful in helping poor children to obtain vouchers that allowed them to attend Catholic schools that worked
rather than public schools that didn’t. In the aftermath of
Kennedy’s death, many of those critical of the late senator’s
record on the life issues nevertheless praised him as an advocate for the poor. Surely, though, it’s past time to consider just
what advocacy for the poor means, in a Catholic context. No
one does the urban poor a favor by supporting programs that
maintain the welfare plantation.
Ted Kennedy’s death also marks the symbolic end of an era of
tribal Irish Catholicism in America, although perhaps not in the
way some eulogists imagined. Kennedy was said by one commentator to have been the pivotal figure in transforming rote
Catholic obedience to hierarchical authority into critical
Catholic discernment of one’s moral obligations, especially in
terms of contraception, abortion, and euthanasia. It’s arguably
much more faithful to the truth of that transformation, however, to describe it as one from a culturally-transmitted
Catholicism, in which the teaching authority of the Church was
given the benefit of the doubt, to a do-it-yourself Catholicism
in which claims of conscience, however ill-formed, trump all.
Ted Kennedy was no theologian, but the role played by dissident theologians like Robert Drinan and Charles Curran in
Kennedy’s becoming the public embodiment of the latter
Catholic style will bear close examination by historians of theology in late-20th century America.
Finally, the death of Senator Kennedy ought to end the infatuation of many American Catholics (and others) with the
Kennedy family. Camelot’s last living major figure has died. The
successor generation is simply not of the same heft as Jack,
Bobby, and Ted. From Jack Kennedy’s election to the House of
Representatives in 1946 until Ted Kennedy’s death in 2009 was
a 63-year run—13 years longer than that of the Virginia dynasty
among the founders (figured from Washington’s taking command of the Continental Army in 1775 to Monroe’s leaving the
presidency in 1825). It’s over. We would do the next generation
of Kennedys a favor by acknowledging that.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Sept. 20: 25th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Wisdom 2:12, 17-20
• Psalm 54:3-8
• James 3:16 – 4:3
• Mark 9:30-37
Overview: This week’s readings
show how goodness and truth are
scorned and vilified by those who
don’t believe in God. The Book of
Wisdom was written by an unknown Hellenistic (Greek) Jew
sometime during the first century
before Christ. The first few chapters of the book contrasts the
righteous person and the wicked.
The “just one,” the author says,
experiences “revilement and torture” from the ungodly. They hate
him because the very manner of
his life, his goodness and purity,
draws attention to their wickedness. From earliest times the
Church has seen in this passage a
prediction of Christ’s passion. It
was chosen for its obvious connection with this week’s Gospel.
The second reading is related to

the first insofar as it describes the
characteristics of the righteous
person who is “first of all pure.”
The fruit of righteousness, James
says, is “sown in peace.” The
righteous person, in other words,
experiences deep, inner peace
that comes from a clear conscience; a peace that bears fruit in
the world. By contrast, the unrighteous person is full of “jealousy and selfish ambition,” the
fruit of which is “disorder and
every foul practice.” This week’s
Gospel has two parts. First, we
hear Christ’s second prediction of
his passion (the first one occurred after Peter’s profession of
faith). The second part contains
Christ’s teachings about what it
means to be a disciple. The
Twelve not only wanted to learn
from Jesus, they want to emulate
him. The true disciple, he tells
them, is one who is willing to sacrifice himself for the sake of others. Like Christ, the true disciple
is one who is humble enough to
stoop down and embrace those
who are marginalized and
ridiculed.
Key verse: “Let us beset the just
one, because he is obnoxious to
us” (Wis 2:12).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “Before Christ’s second

coming, the Church must pass
through a final trial that will
shake the faith of many believers.
The persecution that accompanies her pilgrimage on earth will
unveil the ‘mystery of iniquity’ in
the form of a religious deception
offering men an apparent solution to their problems at the price
of apostasy from the truth” (No.
675).
Pope Benedict XVI: “In the history of the Church there will always be passion and persecution.
And it is persecution itself which,
according to Tertullian’s famous
words, become ‘the seed of
Christians,’ the source of mission
of Christians to come” (“Jesus, the
Apostles, and the Early Church”).
Application: In the Sermon on
the Mount Jesus told the crowds,
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven!”
(Mt 5:12). This week’s readings remind us that belief in God, fidelity to the Church and moral rectitude rarely wins praise from the
rich and powerful. Goodness,
truth and beauty are often
ridiculed and sometimes persecuted. But the righteous person
stays true to the faith no matter
what, for he or she will be rewarded with immortality.

BRIEF

Martin Helldorfer retires from Exempla Healthcare
On Sept. 1 a farewell celebration
was held at Exempla Healthcare in
Denver for Martin Helldorfer, who
is leaving the medical facility after
eight years. He and his wife
Theresa, who is recently retired,
are moving to New Mexico.
Helldorfer became a part of the
Exempla Healthcare family in
2001 as senior vice president of
mission. His duties included responsibility for fostering the mission, vision and values of the organization, then integrating them
throughout the organization’s
culture.
At the same time while being re-

sponsible for maintaining and fur- He is a psychologist with 18 years
thering Exempla St. Joseph of clinical experience within hospitals, residential centers
Hospital’s Catholic idenand clinics.
tity, he served as a liaison
His published works
with
the
Denver
include “The Work Trap”
Archdiocese and with the
and “Prayer When It is
Sisters of Charity of
Hard,” and he has auLeavenworth, sponsors
thored numerous artiof Exempla Healthcare.
cles in professional jourAn experienced adnals. His latest book,
ministrator, Helldorfer
“Healing with Heart,
served as vice president
MARTIN
Inspirations for Health
of mission, leadership
HELLDORFER
Care Professionals” won
and culture and as senior
vice president for mission and the 2008 Book of the Year Award
human resources within national from the American Journal of
and regional health care systems. Nursing.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Sept. 18: Sacrament of Reconciliation Workshop, St. Thomas More Parish, Centennial (10 a.m.)
Sept. 19: Mass, Christ the King Chapel (8:30 a.m.), followed by Archdiocesan Pastoral Council meeting, JPII
Center; 130th anniversary Mass, Sacred Heart Parish, Denver (5 p.m.)
Sept. 20: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Sept. 16: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Sept. 18: Sacrament of Reconciliation Workshop, St. Thomas More Parish, Centennial (10 a.m.); Presentation
to recently ordained clergy, Padre Restaurant, St. Thomas More Parish (3:30 p.m.)
Sept. 19: Mass, Christ the King Chapel (8:30 a.m.), followed by Archdiocesan Pastoral Council meeting, JPII
Center; Mass, Mother of God Parish (4 p.m.)
Sept. 20: Mass, Mother of God Parish (7 a.m. and 8:30 a.m.); St. John Vianney Theological Seminary Golf
Tournament, Kennedy Golf Course (1 p.m.)
Sept. 22: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)

CORRECTION
The wrong Breaking Open the Word ran in last week’s Denver Catholic Register. The correct Sept. 13 reflection
is available at www.archden.org, click on Denver Catholic Register archives, then on the Sept. 9 issue. The
Register apologizes for the error.
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THE CONDEMNATION OF POPE HONORIUS
Q: Is it true that Pope Honorius
(625 A.D.) was condemned as a
heretic by several Ecumenical
Councils and numerous later
popes, because of the position he
and Patriarch Sergius of
Constantinople took during the
Monothelite Controversy? Are
some popes infallible and others
are not? When is a pope infallible
and when is he not? And how are
we to know the difference?

Council I in 1870. Nonetheless, the
council defined that when the
pope speaks ex cathedra—“that is,
when in the exercise of his office
as pastor and teacher of all
Christians he defines, by virtue of
his supreme apostolic authority, a
doctrine of faith or morals to be
held by the whole Church”—his
pronouncements are infallible. The
general consensus of Catholic historians at the time of Vatican I, as
well as later, was that alA: It is true that the
though Pope Honorius
Fathers of the Sixth
publicly took an heretical
Ecumenical Council conposition for which he
demned and anathemawas condemned, his acts
tized Pope Honorius
did not rise to the level
and Patriarch Sergius
of an ex cathedra teachand others as heretics
ing and so do not threatfor the parts they
en the integrity of the
played in the
JOEL BARSTAD Church’s teaching on
Monothelite
papal infallibility. The conditions for
Controversy. (Monothelites held
infallibility are quite stringent, and
that Jesus had only one divine
current Canon Law (No. 749.3)
will, thus denying the teaching of
warns that “No doctrine is underthe Church, which insists on two
wills, human and divine.) This con- stood to be infallibly defined unless
it is clearly established as such.”
demnation was repeated by the
Seventh Ecumenical Council in
787. Moreover, from the eighth
century to the 11th century, this
condemnation was included in the
oath taken by every new pope.
The case of Honorius was well
known and much debated in the
period leading up to Vatican

This week’s apologist is Joel
Barstad, associate professor of
theology at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary in Denver.
Send your question to:
editor@archden.org or mail to
DCR Editor, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210.

This dog, or rather its
name, might not be
popular in Catholic
Ireland.
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
This quiz takes a look at St.
Bernard, hence this canine quiz.
1. This dog might be at home in a
state with a concentration of
Russian Orthodox Christians, the
legacy of Russian imperialism:
a. Affenpinscher;
b. Afghan Hound ;
c. Alaskan Malamute.
2. Papal documents were once referred to by part of this dog’s
name, as in “papal ___.“

4. This dog might do well in a religious order where silence is the
rule, as it is reputed to never
bark:
a. Basenji;
b. Toy Trappist Terrier;

try where the government has
often been anti-Church:
a. The Polish Poodle;
b. Chihuahua;
c. Chinese Crested.

c. Yapping Yodeler.

10. This dog hails from the current
pope’s homeland:

5. While this dog may fit in with
the hairstyle of Franciscans:

a. Dachshund;

a. The Tonsured Terrier;
b. Shaved Sheep Dog;

b. Chinese Shar-Pei;
c. Dogue de Bordeaux.

6. This dog, or rather its name,
might not be popular in Catholic
Ireland:

11. This answer is fairly black and
white, and refers also to a coast
where Catholics and Orthodox
were often at odds in the former
Yugoslavia:

a. The Cromwell Coon;

a. Serbian Terrier;

b. English Water Hound;

b. Dalmatian;

c. Black and Tan Coonhound .

c. Bosnian Borzoi.

7. This dog was not involved in a
Chinese rebellion against
Westerners and Christian missionaries, but his name is the same:

12. This dog’s name refers to a
city where despite a visit by John
Paul II, the Church is kept on a
tight leash:

a. The Chinese Chin;

a. Pekinese;

c. Bearded Collie.

b. Boxer;

b. Muscovite Hound;

a. Blue Label Akita;

c. Boykin Spaniel.

c. Havanese.

b. Pit Bull Terrier;

8. This dog’s name refers to a
Stuart monarch, one of an unlucky list of Scottish-English sovereigns ultimately deposed for
being too Catholic:

13. This was the dog reputed to
have helped St. Patrick gain passage to mainland Europe, after only
he could calm them on the ship:

a. The James Town Terrier;

b. Irish Terrier;

b. Mac Gruff;

c. Irish Wolfhound.

c. The Aleut Encyclical Hound.
3. This is not generally regarded
as a domestic dog, but might be
found in the background of the
notorious Church-themed novel,
“The Thorn Birds”:
a. Dingo;

c. Cavalier King Charles Spaniel.

b. coyote;

9. This dog, which may like fast
food, hails from a Catholic coun-

c. Borzoi.

a. Irish Setter;

ANSWERS: 1.c, 2.b, 3.a, 4.a, 5.c,
6.c, 7.b, 8.c, 9.b, 10.a, 11.b, 12.c,
13.c

ASK AN APOLOGIST

THE CATEQUIZEM
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‘He’s still with us’ in spirit, says
woman who lost husband on 9/11
WESTFIELD, N.J. (CNS)—The
phone rang. Diane Starita held her
breath and sank to the floor at her
home in Westfield. The voice on
the other end of the line was her
husband, Anthony. He told her he
was trapped on the 106th floor of
the north tower of the World Trade
Center, surrounded by smoke and
flames, desperately trying to find a
way out. The brief conversation
took place Sept. 11, 2001, following
the deadly impact of American
Airlines Flight 11 at 8:46 a.m.
“Somehow he found a working
phone,” she recalled in an interview with The Catholic Advocate,
newspaper of the Newark
Archdiocese. “He said: ‘I’m still
here,’ meaning he was still in the
building. He told me he loved me.”
And then the line went dead.
Anthony M. Starita, 35, was one of
685 Cantor Fitzgerald Securities
employees—and 12 Westfield residents—lost on that dreadful day.
Two planes hijacked by terrorists
brought down the trade center’s
twin towers and killed close to
3,000 people. The anniversary of
the attacks is “a day for us to be together as a family,” Diane Starita
said during an emotional inter-

CNS PHOTO/ROBERT SCIARRINO, POOL VIA REUTERS

FAMILY members stand in the rain
to pay their respects to victims on
the eighth anniversary of the Sept.
11, 2001, terrorist attacks.
view Aug. 25 at Holy Trinity Church
in Westfield. “We’ve all gone on
with our lives, but it’s amazing how
easily you’re brought back to the
memories of that day,” Diane
Starita said. “My children and I
have a good life, but there are times
when it’s hard for me to be ‘in the
moment.’ Anthony’s missing, but
he’s still with us.”

Second volume of
‘Jesus of Nazareth’
expected next spring
VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope
Benedict XVI’s second volume on
the life of Jesus is likely to be completed sometime next spring, a
Vatican spokesman said.
The book is expected to cover
Christ’s childhood, passion,
death and resurrection. The first
volume, the best-selling “Jesus of
Nazareth,” was published in
2007.
The
spokesman,
Father
Federico Lombardi, told Catholic
News Service Sept. 13 that next
spring was a “realistic” target date
for completion. He added that
readying the manuscript for publication and translating it into
other languages could add to the
timeline, however.
The pope has been working on
the volume over the last two
years, especially during his summer vacations. When he broke his
right wrist at the start of his vacation in July, he was said to have
been particularly disappointed
because it meant he couldn’t
write for several weeks.
The 448-page first volume,
“Jesus of Nazareth,” covered the
life of Christ from the time of his
baptism in the Jordan River to the

transfiguration before his disciples. In it, Pope Benedict said
Christ must be understood as the
Son of God on a divine mission,
not as a mere moralist or social
reformer.
The book said that while Christ
did not bring a blueprint for social progress, he did bring a new
vision based on love that challenges the evils of today’s world—
from the brutality of totalitarian
regimes to the “cruelty of capitalism.”

Detroit Archdiocese,
losing $42,000 a day,
announces restructuring
DETROIT (CNS)—A major financial restructuring plan for the
Archdiocese of Detroit, which is
losing approximately $42,000 per
day, calls for a 29 percent decrease
in the number of employees, the
sale of buildings, moving administrative support offices to a more
cost-efficient property in the city,
and the elimination of the subsidy
for The Michigan Catholic, the
archdiocesan newspaper. The sixcounty archdiocese will be reorganized into four regions for the
delivery of programs, services and
ministries to its 1.4 million
Catholics under the restructuring
plan announced Sept. 3 by
Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron. The
archbishop, who was installed Jan.
28, said he had accepted the restructuring recommendations
from two separate committees,
comprised of laypeople and clergy,
following a six-month study on the
financial viability of the archdiocese. “The financial realities of our
current circumstances are sobering; the resulting changes for the
administrative structure of the
archdiocese are significant,” he
said. In addition to a decrease from
264 to 187 employees, other
changes include the elimination of
the subsidy for programming at
the Retreat Center at St. John’s, the
sale of the Print Shop building and
the outsourcing of studio productions for the Catholic Television
Network of Detroit.

Maryland priest takes
on celebrity chef in
cooking ‘throwdown’
BALTIMORE (CNS)—Father Leo
Patalinghug is not the kind of guy
who steps down from a challenge.
The 39-year-old priest is a former
national full-contact stick fighting
champion, a black belt in tae kwon
do and an ‘80s break dancer who
can still bust the moves with the
best of them. So when Bobby Flay, a
world-class celebrity chef, recently
showed up in Emmitsburg and
challenged the well-known cooking
priest to a “throwdown” on the
Food Network, Father Patalinghug’s
response was simple: Bring it on.
Father Patalinghug, a priest of the
Archdiocese of Baltimore, is director of pastoral field education at
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in
Emmitsburg. He had been invited
to film a cooking segment for the
Food Network based on “Grace
Before Meals,” his popular cooking
show that airs on the Internet and a
Boston-based Catholic television
station. While Father Patalinghug
was preparing a steak “fusion fajita”
during a June 8 taping at the seminary, he noticed that his 100-member audience started rustling
around. “I glanced up and the producer pointed to Bobby Flay,” said
Father Patalinghug, a self-described
“huge fan” of Flay and his fusion
style of cooking. Flay hosts several
Food Network programs. The two
chefs went to work on their dishes
as a team of cameras filmed their
every move. A panel of judges evaluated their work and announced
Father Patalinghug’s steak fajitas as
the winner.

Catholic leaders say
Orissa convictions
strengthen Christians
BHUBANESWAR, India (CNS)—
Catholic leaders in India’s Orissa
state say the convictions of six people for offenses committed during
last year’s anti-Christian violence
have convinced Christians that justice is within their reach. The Sept. 7
convictions on charges of riot and
arson have “strengthened our people’s morale,” said Archbishop
Raphael Cheenath of CuttackBhubaneswar, whose archdiocese
includes Kandhamal, the district
where much of the violence occurred. The archbishop spoke to the
Asian Church news agency UCA
News. Father Ajay Singh, a social activist working among victims of the
violence, agreed that the court verdicts “emboldened” Christians to
pursue court action against their attackers. “However, they have lots
more challenges to face,” the priest
told UCA News. Christian lawyers
and social workers say witnesses
have become uncooperative in
court following threats to their lives.
They report that gunmen comb villages for people named as witnesses in cases related to the antiChristian violence. The predominantly tribal district of Kandhamal
was at the center of four months of
violence that left about 90 people
dead and 50,000 displaced.
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Saint’s daughter hopes to follow her
mother’s example of loving life
BY CAROL ZIMMERMANN

WASHINGTON (CNS)—Many
people might say their mothers are
saints but very few have an official
Church declaration to back it up.
Fifty-year-old Laura Molla,
daughter of St. Gianna Beretta
Molla, is one of those people.
St. Gianna, often called the
“pro-life saint,” was canonized in
2004 by Pope John Paul II for having put her unborn child’s life before her own. In 1962, when she
was pregnant with her fourth
child, doctors discovered a large
ovarian tumor that required surgery. Although surgical procedures at the time called for removal of her entire uterus,
Gianna Molla, 39, insisted surgeons only remove what was necessary and allow her baby to live.
She pleaded with family and
doctors: “If you must decide between me and the child, do not
hesitate. Choose the child, I insist
on it, save the baby.”
When she died of an infection—a week after giving birth to
Gianna Emanuela—the Italian
saint left behind not only her
newborn, but her husband,
Pietro, and three other children
including Laura, who was just shy
of her third birthday.
Molla, who now works in the
furniture business in Italy, said that
even through she didn’t know her
mother, she has learned a lot about
her in recent years.
What particularly stands out is
how much her mother loved life.
She enjoyed skiing, hiking, going
to the theater and wearing the latest fashions. She juggled a career
as a medical doctor with being a
wife and mother. Through reading
her mother’s letters and notes on
spirituality, Molla has also come to
understand the depth of her mother’s faith.
“We had to work through the
shock of losing our mother to find
the joy in knowing she is a mother
for all,” Molla told Catholic News
Service Sept. 11, the day before she
addressed participants at a eucharistic congress at the Basilica of
the National Shrine of the

CNS PHOTO/NANCY WIECHEC

LAURA
Molla,
daughter of
St. Gianna
Beretta
Molla, is pictured in the
Chapel of
Our Lady of
Pompei at
the Basilica
of the
National
Shrine of the
Immaculate
Conception
in
Washington
Sept. 11.

Immaculate
Conception
in
Washington sponsored by the
Council of Major Superiors of
Women Religious. The theme of
the Sept. 11-12 congress was
“Sacrifice of Enduring Love.”
Molla’s mother, born in 1922
near Milan, Italy, was described by
Pope John Paul at her canonization ceremony as a model of
virtue, holiness, motherhood, professionalism and devotion to the
faith. He said she followed Christ’s
example of loving one’s “own in the
world and loving them to the end.”
She was beatified in 1994 during
the International Year of the
Family, and 10 years later, one
week after Mother’s Day, she was
named a saint.
During the May 16 canonization
ceremony at St. Peter’s Square, the
crowd of 40,000 also included
Pietro Molla and three of the couple’s children. One of the children,
Mariolina, died in childhood. The
Molla children live in Italy;
Pierluigi, the oldest, is an engineer
and Gianna Emanuela, the
youngest, is a physician.
Molla described the canonization ceremony as beautiful and full
of “a lot of happiness.” But what
pleased her most about it was that
her father, who had been sick, was
able to attend.
She has self-proclaimed her 97year-old father as a saint, saying
through an interpreter: “Faith
overflows in my father.”

She said her father never realized he was “living next to a
saint,” and her mother didn’t realize it either.
Molla said her mother was convinced of her call to the vocation of
marriage and “lived that until the
end”—a commitment that Molla
hopes will be an example to others.
But in the midst of the nearly
overwhelming example left by
her mother, Molla also finds comfort in St. Gianna’s example of
simply living out one’s faith on a
daily basis.
As she sees it, her mother’s decision nearly 50 years ago was not
an isolated choice. She told participants at the eucharistic congress Sept. 12 that her mother’s
action was “the crowning of a
whole life of virtue, a life lived
constantly in the light of the
Gospel as a young woman, physician, spouse and mother.”
When she hears people question the choice to leave behind
three children in order to give
birth to a fourth, Molla insists her
mother was convinced her unborn child had the same right to
live as her other children.
“She did not choose death” but
“at that moment she chose the life
of her child.”
“She was a very happy woman,”
Molla said, adding that her mother
“loved life until the end” and knew
to “accept everything God gives
us—even suffering.”

From Page 2

flection upon them, before the
stone is launched, since once it’s
released, much of the change it
generates cannot be undone.

from past government policies—
failures all—in the areas of explicit
sex education, birth control and
abortion.

that questions like this are rarely
answered well even by experts. As
a pebble tossed into a still pond
generates disturbances far beyond
the place it landed, so too radical
transformations of social systems
as essential to a community’s wellbeing as health care can have
wide-ranging and unanticipated
effects far from the specific areas
being reformed. Concerned citizens need to press their elected
leaders for answers to these questions, or at least for intelligent re-

9. Would the proposed nursehome-visit services impinge inappropriately on families’ private
decisions about parenting, intervals between pregnancies, or
childbearing generally?
Note: General language in the
House bill recommends home visits by nurses in order to counsel
mothers and families about parenting practices and intervals between pregnancies. These have
left many worried. Worries stem

Helen Alvaré,J.D.,is senior fellow
in law at the Culture of Life
Foundation and is an associate
professor of law at the George
Mason University School of Law in
Arlington, Va. E. Christian Brugger
is an associate professor of moral
theology at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary in Denver.
This column originally appeared
on the Culture of Life Foundation
Web site: culture-of-life.org/content/view/582/1/.

Health care
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Marriage takes preparation

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

MARRIAGE preparation aims to equip couples with the tools and understanding they
need for a lifelong Christian marriage.
BY JOHN GLEASON

Many are familiar with the adage “A
journey of a thousand miles begins with a
single step.” And for those engaged couples who wish to be married, that first
step isn’t down the aisle. Rather it’s a
meeting with their priest to begin marriage preparation instruction.
Getting married can sometimes be portrayed as a spur-of-the moment thing.
Two people meet, hit it off and feel that in
the brief time they’ve spent together,
they’ve found their “soul mate.” If it
sounds like a fairy tale, that’s because it is.
The process of preparing for a wedding
is much more than picking colors or
flower arrangements or music. For two
Catholics the first question is: Are we
ready to receive God’s gift of matrimony?
Sherwood Owens is director of Adult
Formation and conducts marriage
preparation at St. Frances Cabrini Parish
in Littleton. He said the Church wants
people to be prepared as best as possible
to live out the sacrament of matrimony.
“This is especially true in light of society today where there are so many divorces,” he said. “The Church wants to
do what it can to give the engaged couples the tools and the understanding that
they can use to live their lives together.”
The first step, even before the couple
decides on a wedding date, is to make an
appointment to see their priest. From
here the initial interview is conducted as
well as the FOCCUS (Facilitating Open
Communication Understanding and
Study) inventory, which is designed to
provide engaged couples and those
working with them a personal profile of
what is needed in the marriage preparation process.
“The process can vary from one parish
to another,” Owens said. “At our parish
we have married people, called sponsor
couples, who help the engaged couple
through the FOCCUS inventory. It does
take time but we want to do all we can to
help the engaged couple out.”
Marriage preparation consists of three

steps: a theology component, natural
family planning training, and a life skills
component. Step one focuses on the
sacrament of matrimony, step three looks
at the tools necessary for the relationship
in regard to communication. These two
components can often be fulfilled at
what Owens calls “a marriage builder
weekend.”
“We have married couples that come
help facilitate the weekend. We break our
couples down by tables and we put several couples at a table,” he said. “Then we
have different presentations and talks.
After that each table will break down into
small groups and talk further about what
was discussed in the presentation.”
Step two of the preparation course,
natural family planning, is offered
through the Couple of Couple League or
the Creighton FertilityCare System, both
of which offer information on God’s plan
for family, an understanding of fertility
and the dignity and respect that both
people in the marriage should have for
each other.
“The Couple to Couple League consists
of three meetings in the course of three
months,” Owens said. “The Creighton
system is more of a general information
session followed by individual meetings.”
As the marriage preparation classes are
competed, the engaged couple gains
confidence in the knowledge that they
are prepared for their journey. Owens
noted that others are touched as well.
“I’ve heard our sponsor couples say
that work in this ministry renews their
own relationship in the sacrament of
matrimony,” he said. “It actually gives
back to our ministers.”
The instruction offered at St. Frances
Cabrini is but one of several sites around
the Archdiocese of Denver that offer such
classes. To find a location, visit
www.archden.org online and click on the
Marriage and Family Life Office or call
the office at 303-715-3259. A list of upcoming natural family planning classes
can also be found online at www.denver.
ccli.org.
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Married couple marks 67 years—and counting
BY JOHN GLEASON

On Oct. 3, dozens of couples will
attend the annual Wedding
Anniversary Mass, a celebration
sponsored by the archdiocesan
Office of Marriage and Family Life
for those marking 25, 50 or 50-plus
years of marriage. The two couples
who have been married the longest
attending this year’s Mass celebrated by Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., are John and Kathleen
Brennan (71 years) who were profiled by the Denver Catholic
Register following the Mass in 2008,
and Marlin and Kathleen Kelly (67
years) who are featured below.
On Jan. 10, 1942, Kathleen
Donnelly married a young Army
officer named Marlin Kelly. The
two had met while attending the
University of Washington, where
he was studying pharmacology
and pre-med and she changed her
major so many times, she said it’s
was hard to remember just what
she studied.
“Let’s just say it was general
studies,” the 88-year-old Kathleen
told the Denver Catholic Register.
Kathleen is a native of Seattle,
Wash., while Marlin, 93, moved
west from Windber, Pa., with the
hopes of eventually studying medicine. That never happened.
“I was in R.O.T.C. (Reserves
Officers’ Training Corps),” he said,
“and was actually accepted to attend Northwestern Medical
School. But on graduation day, I
ended up with a diploma in one
hand and my marching orders in
the other.”
Following a wedding in Van
Nuys, Calif., Kathleen returned to
Seattle. As there was a war on, she
said she wanted to do something
patriotic so she took a job with the
Boeing Co. with the intent of
rolling up her sleeves and becoming Rosie the Riveter. But the company had other ideas.
“Since I had a college educa-

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

MARLIN and Kathleen Kelly enchange an Eskimo kiss at home.
tion,” she said, “they sent me to the lege graduates,” Marlin said. “We
engineering department and put set that as one of our goals and it
me in charge of foreign files (of) became a reality.”
In 1976 Marlin retired and said
other aircraft companies.”
Meantime, Marlin was shipped that he keeps busy by helping to
out to Alaska and stationed on the take care of the house and his wife
island of Attu, a not-too-big piece of 67 years. When asked what the
of real estate which had only re- secret to their long-lasting marcently been liberated from the riage is, Marlin said there isn’t just
one key to point to.
Japanese.
“It’s fair to say that you can’t take
“I arrived right after the
Americans had taken it,” he said. “I the marriage for granted,” he said.
served 18 months where I worked “You do have to work at it.”
“And never forget to say you love
in hospital administration.”
Following his discharge, Marlin one another,” Kathleen. “You
returned to work in a hospital in should say it every day.”
Vancouver, Wash. There he got a
job
with
the
Veterans
Administration, which transferred
him to Seattle and, in 1952, to
Colorado. They both chuckle
when they think back to a time
that predates Interstate 25, among
other things.
“It’s not the same as it was,”
Kathleen said.
The Kellys became members of
St. Patrick Church (now known as
Holy Name Parish) in Englewood,
the place where they still worship
today. They also raised five children and currently are the proud
parents of seven grandchildren.
Family is an important part of their
life together.
“We’re very proud of the fact that
all five of our children became col-
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British prayer book for spouses includes ‘Prayer Before Making Love’
BY SIMON CALDWELL

LONDON (CNS)—A prayer for
couples to recite “before making
love” has been included in a new
British book of prayers for married couples.
The 64-page “Prayer Book for
Spouses” contains prayers for
every station of family and married life, including engagement,
planning a family, raising children and caring for sick and
dying relatives.
The booklet, published by the
Catholic Truth Society, a
London-based publisher and
charity, also includes a “Prayer

Before Making Love.”
The prayer reads: “Father, send
your Holy Spirit into our hearts.
Place within us love that truly
gives, tenderness that truly
unites, self-offering that tells the
truth and does not deceive, forgiveness that truly receives, loving physical union that welcomes.
“Open our hearts to you, to each
other and to the goodness of your
will,” it says. “Cover our poverty in
the richness of your mercy and forgiveness. Clothe us in true dignity
and take to yourself our shared aspirations, for your glory, forever
and ever. Mary, our mother, intercede for us. Amen.”
Auxiliary
Bishop
Paul
Hendricks of Southwark, chairman of the truth society, told
Catholic News Service Sept. 1 that
he thought the inclusion of the
prayer was “a bit brave but very
good.”
He said it was important that the
Church affirmed the value of marriage and the family and that the
prayer might help Catholics recognize that God is at the heart of the
relationship between the spouses.
Bishop Hendricks said he was
delighted by the overall quality of
the publication, which “has got
some beautiful prayers in it.”
“The prayers remind us what is
fundamental to the relationship,”
he added. The book “is very thor-

“PRAYER BOOK FOR
SPOUSES”
May be purchased on the Web
at: www.cts-online.org.uk; by
sending an e-mail to: orders@ctsonline.org.uk; or by writing to:
Catholic Truth Society, 40-46
Harleyford Road, London, SE11
5AY, England. No books are
mailed without prepayment.

ough and I’m very glad to see that.”
The prayers, written by a variety of authors who are unnamed,
are interspersed with sections of
Catholic teaching on marriage
and the family.
The book, which costs approximately $3, encourages its readers
to view marriage as an exclusive
and lifelong relationship and as a
fundamental value to the common good.
“To all those who, in our times,
consider it too difficult, or indeed
impossible, to be bound to one
person for the whole of life, and
to those caught up in a culture
that rejects the indissolubility of
marriage and openly mocks the
commitment of spouses to fidelity, it is necessary to reconfirm the
CNS
good news of the definitive nature of that conjugal love that has THE 64-PAGE "Prayer Book for Spouses" contains prayers for
in Christ its foundation and every station of family and married life, including engagement, planstrength,” it says.
ning a family, raising children and caring for sick and dying relatives.

Honeymoon on a budget
BY ELIZABETH RACKOVER
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Today’s honeymoon plans and
destinations come in many shapes
and sizes. In fact, honeymoons can
and should be as diverse as couples themselves.
You’re just as likely to encounter
newlyweds riding Disneyland’s
Monorail or kayaking off the coast
of San Juan as traveling to Italy or
sunning in Hawaii.
Budget-conscious couples on or
near the West Coast take advantage
of scenic U.S. Highway 1. There are
so many inns and resorts along this
breathtaking route from Los
Angeles to the Pacific Northwest.
Big Sur Inn on California’s central
coast remains a quaint retreat from
most modern conveniences (toilets, yes; TVs and radios, no).
Ragged Point Inn, just south of Big
Sur, is such a popular wedding spot
that they recently constructed a
wedding pagoda and now staff a
full-service wedding department.
Local cruises can be economical
when their all-inclusive nature is
considered. Three- or four-night
cruises departing from Los
Angeles make stops at Catalina
Island, San Diego and Ensenada.
Honeymooners still travel in
droves to Niagara Falls, which calls
itself The Honeymoon Capital.
There’s no denying the appeal of
the falls or the downright tempting

honeymoon packages hotels use
to lure newlyweds to their doors.
But savvy East Coasters don’t need
to be told that Lake George
(Thomas Jefferson called it “the
most beautiful water I ever saw”) is
equally strong in resorts, bed-andbreakfast establishments and
beautiful inns where just about
every taste and budget can be satisfied. The local Chamber of
Commerce devotes an entire Web
site to lodging, recreation and unusual settings for a wedding ceremony (hot air balloon, anyone?).
Going Niagara one better, the
Pennsylvania Poconos region, the
“endless mountains,” has crowned
itself the Honeymoon Capital of
the World! Poconos’ honeymoon
resorts are thriving. Local establishments rely on the allure of allseason activities and the heartshaped tubs (whirlpools now) that
helped to stimulate the romantic
appeal that the region still enjoys
today.
You don’t have to let airfare eat
up a big chunk of your honeymoon budget. A road trip is a
beautiful thing in and of itself.
What planning a road trip requires
is more imagination than cash.
For starters, choose secondary,
not interstate, highways. Include
time in your itinerary to stop and
check-out points of interest along
the way: Have lunch at a colorful
inn, drink in the scenery at a local

HONEYMOONS FOR
EVERY TASTE
• Acapulco, exotic but financially
reachable, is as popular with
newlyweds today as in 1953
when JFK and Jackie spent their
two-week honeymoon there. With
reliably warm temperatures
throughout the year and a variety of low-budget diversions such
as swimming and snorkeling,
Acapulco remains relatively affordable and can allow for an unforgettable honeymoon on a
moderate budget.
• For the young at heart, Walt
Disney World Resorts offers a variety of packages, including land
or sea honeymoons. Catering to
many tastes and budgets, packages include accommodations
and park passes.
• For active travel, there is the
fairly amazing-sounding “Llama
Adventures” near Taos, N.M.
“The llamas carry all the goods
so folks can hike in pristine Rocky
Mountain wilderness, unburdened
to experience the beauty and
wonder,” said guide Stuart Wilde.

winery, do some browsing at a
craft shop.
For your driving time itself, you
might even consider listening to
an audio book or two. Together
you’ll take in the scenery and soak
up the sounds, and the beautiful
miles will absolutely fly by.
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Weldona parish celebrates 90 years
BY JOHN GLEASON

On Sept. 27 in the town of
Weldona, the faith community of
St. Francis of Assisi will celebrate
the 90th anniversary of their
church with a Mass and dinner.
Everyone is invited. And in true
small-town fashion, if you go,
you’re asked to bring a side dish
or dessert to share.
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., will be the main celebrant of the Mass. Concelebrant
will be St. Francis’ pastor Father
Jason Thuerauf.
Vivianne Lorenzini, life-long
Weldona resident and member of
the parish council, said St.
Francis is indeed a special place.
“There is an overall togetherness of this community,” she said.
“Part of that comes from smalltown atmosphere but it’s also because St. Francis is a home to all
who worship there.”
The story of St. Francis of Assisi
Parish begins in the late 19th century when a priest would travel by
train from Denver to Julesburg,
staying in homes along the route,
including Weldona, and offer Mass
at each stop. By 1904, the pastor of
St. Augustine’s Parish in Brighton,
Father Bernard Froegel, was in
charge of these mission congregations in northeast Colorado. In
1915 he wrote Bishop Henry Tihen
saying the people of Weldona
Valley needed a church. A cornerstone was laid in June 1919.
The parish was a popular place
for members of the farm community, many of them of Italian heritage, to meet and many families
supported their church with dinners and dances. In the ensuing
years every member of the parish
was called upon to work the annual ravioli dinner, the big fundraiser that supported the church.
In 1961, the Union Pacific
Railroad gave St. Francis a depot,
which was moved by the men of
the parish to its present site by
the church and converted to a
parish hall.

PHOTO PROVIDED

ST. FRANCIS of Assisi Church in Weldona
Father Thuerauf, who has been were installed.
St. Francis of Assisi Church is
pastor for the past four years, had
many words of praise for his attended by descendants of the
parishioners, explaining that they original members as well as by
take great responsibility for their many newcomers and summer
visitors. Lorenzini expects the
parish and what goes on there.
“They love their community celebration to be a grand one.
“At our 75th anniversary, we
very much and are well united
with one another,” he said. had 175 people show up and take
“There is a strength to their souls part,” she said. “I think our 90th
that comes from the union they anniversary will be just as suchave with one another; a strength cessful.”
The anniversary Mass is set for
that comes from the Holy Spirit.”
Over the years, the interior of 11 a.m. Sept. 27. Dinner will be
the church received a face lift held immediately afterward in
and the original stained glass the Weldona Valley School cafetewindows were refurbished. ria. For more information, call
Recently, new steps and a ramp 970-768-1033.

Youth vocation awareness program set Oct. 5-7
The annual youth vocation
awareness program FOCUS 11 is
set for Oct. 5-7 at St. Thomas
More Parish in Centennial. All
Catholic students 11 years old
(sixth grade) or in the 11th grade
are invited to attend.
FOCUS 11 is sponsored by the
archdiocesan Office of Priestly
Vocations in conjunction with
the Rocky Mountain Vocation
Council. The event promotes an
awareness of Church vocations to
holy orders and consecrated life.
The name FOCUS 11 highlights that the program is for
students either 11 years old or in
the 11th grade. It met with such
great success the past four years
that it has now become an annual event.
Students from
grades six and eleven were cho-

sen as the target audience because studies have shown that
most priests, consecrated, and
religious first thought about
their vocation around the age of
11 and then again in their junior
year of high school.
The program for the 11th
graders is scheduled for Oct. 6.
The sixth-graders will be split—
one group on Oct. 5, and another
on Oct. 7. The day will begin at
9:15 a.m. and end at 2 p.m. It will
include Mass, panel discussions,
a scavenger hunt, trivia questions
and more.
Representatives from various
communities in the Archdiocese
of Denver will be present and will
have material highlighting their
communities. The Archdiocesan
Office of Priestly Vocations will

also have a booth. The students
will visit these booths to complete their scavenger hunt. Prizes
will be given to the winners.
Students should bring their
own lunches. Cookies and drinks
will be provided.
A committee, consisting of
members from the various religious orders and the Office of
Priestly Vocations, is organizing
the event under the direction of
Father Jim Crisman, director of
Priestly Vocations. Knights of
Columbus and Serra Club members will keep the days running
smoothly.
For information or to register,
call 303-282-3429 or e-mail vocation@archden.org. St. Thomas
More Church is located at 8035 S.
Quebec St. in Centennial.
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Deacon to be first recipient of Bakhita-Drexel Award
BY JULIE FILBY

St.

Josephine
The archdiocese’s Office of Black
Bakhita
Catholic Ministry will begin recog(1869-1947)
nizing a person each year for their
endured a
service to the black Catholic compainful
munity. The first St. Josephine
journey
Bakhita and St. Katharine Drexel
from a life
Award will be presented at a dinner
of slavery
on Oct. 2 at St. Ignatius Loyola
in Africa to a saintly life in Italy.
Parish in Denver.
She served for 50 years as a
Sts. Josephine Bakhita and
humble Daughter of Charity,
Katherine Drexel, the office’s patron
comforting the poor and suffersaints, were known for their steading. She is still known there as
fast faith, leadership and dedication
“Mother Moretta” (our Black
to the Church (see sidebar)—just
Mother). She was canonized on
like inaugural award recipient
Oct. 1, 2000.
Deacon Guffie Menogan of St.
Ignatius Loyola.
“Saints challenge us to ask our- Catholic emergency assistance
selves: ‘What have I done for God center, the RCIA program and varilately?’” said Mary Leisring, director ous food banks.
He is described as a man of great
for the office. “Deacon Guffie is alhumility and inspiration
ways looking for ways to
by brother deacons.
build up the kingdom of
Deacon
Clarence
God—and not only to do
McDavid of Cure d’Ars
his part, but to encourage
Parish in Denver has
others to do theirs.”
known Deacon Menogan
Deacon Menogan has
for 30 years.
spent the majority of his
“Guffie never thought
80 years evangelizing and
he had what it takes to be
serving others. Following
a career of more than 30 DEACON GUFFIE a deacon,” he explained.
“He would look at others
years with the post office,
MENOGAN
and perceive their talhe was ordained to the diaconate in 1996. He was the first ents—but couldn’t see the gifts that
deacon assigned to St. Ignatius were uniquely his: a strong sense of
Loyola, the same church where he spirituality, a deep love and underconverted to Catholicism in his standing of Scripture and a proearly 20s. He served the communi- found love of marriage.”
Deacon Menogan’s love of marty in many ways, including building
the marriage preparation program, riage stemmed from his 53-year
performing baptisms, taking marriage to his late wife, Alleyne,
Communion to parishioners, and who he always called “his bride.”
visiting the sick and elderly. In addi- The couple had six children, 13
tion, he has been a volunteer with grandchildren and two greatthe Rocky Mountain Stroke grandchildren.
In addition to many blessings, it
Association, Salvation Army, a

St.
Katharine
Drexel
(1858-1955),
one of two
Americanborn saints,
founded the
Sisters of
the Blessed Sacrament to serve
black and native Americans. She
dedicated her and $20 million
fortune to this work, establishing
more than 60 schools, including
Xavier University in New Orleans.
She was canonized the same day
as St. Josephine Bakhita.

Family friendly events
to enjoy this fall
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Autumn, which officially begins
on Sept. 22, means the days get
shorter and cooler. But that doesn’t mean there’s a shortage of
things to do around town. Below is
a list of some of the family-friendly
activities which are available in the
coming weeks.

Explore a corn maze

The Denver Botanic Gardens at
Chatfield’s annual Corn Maze will
puzzle and excite kids of all ages.
This year, the winding pathways
are cut in the shape of a
BAKHITA-DREXEL
Tylosaurus, in honor of the 2009
AWARD DINNER
exhibit,
“Jurassic
Gardens.”
Activities for junior archeologists
What: Dinner, speakers and
include the Dino Discovery area
award presentation
where children can dig for diWhen: 6-8 p.m. Oct. 2
nosaurs and sift through fossils.
Also available will be glitter tattoos,
Where: Brady Hall, St. Ignatius
face painting and a pumpkin walk.
Loyola Church, 2301 York St.,
Hayrides and pony rides can be
Denver
had for an additional cost. Open
Tickets: $10 per person or $15
weekends through Oct. 31, hours
for couples
are Fridays, 4-10 p.m., Saturdays 10
RSVP: By Sept. 21 at 303-715a.m.-10 p.m. and Sundays noon-10
3165 or e-mail
p.m. Admission prices and inforMary.Leisring@archden.org
mation are available online at
botanicgardens.org. Call 220-865was also Deacon Menogan’s strug- 3500. Denver Botanic Gardens at
gles that helped form his spiritual Chatfield is located at 8500 Deer
leadership style. In 1982, he suf- Creek Canyon Road in Littleton.
fered a massive stroke that paralyzed the left side of his body and A pumpkin awaits
left him unable to speak. He reFour Mile Historic park’s annual
gained his speech by reading the Pumpkin Harvest Festival is back,
names from the Old Testament, and this year has been expanded
over and over for months, while to two days. Enter the pie eating
looking in a mirror and exaggerat- contest or cake walk. Create your
ing the vowel sounds. He has very own scarecrow, listen to
walked with a cane since suffering music, play games, build crafts
the stroke.
and, of course, pick a pumpkin.
“Deacon Guffie brings hope to Come hungry as there will be plenothers who struggle physically, ty of food to sample, including
mentally or spiritually,” Leisring homemade caramel apples, Native
said. “He has never lost faith, even American fry bread and other
when there was darkness in his life.” goodies. The Pumpkin Harvest
Deacon John Smith, director of Festival will run Oct. 3 and 4 from
diaconate formation and one of his 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Admission is free.
former professors, agreed.
For more information, call 720“Formation seemed a little more 865-0800. Four Mile Historic Park
demanding than Guffie was pre- is located at 715 S. Forest St. in
pared for,” said Deacon Smith. “But Denver.
he had an internal strength that can
best be described as the manifesta- Buffalo Bill Fall Roundup
tion of God’s grace.
Give your inner-cowboy a taste
“Though he was still recovering
(from the stroke) and using a cane
to get around, Guffie was at peace.
He knew God was calling him to
serve as a deacon—he had a quiet
The first national Handmaids
trust in God that many men do not of the Lord Conference will be
achieve.”
held on Sept. 25-27 in Denver.
In addition to a catered dinner The conference is expected to
and award presentation by Deacon draw 400 HOLD members from
McDavid, the award presentation across the country. It will consist
event will feature a program on Sts. of talks and fellowship. All
Josephine Bakhita and Katharine women are invited to participate.
Drexel by Leisring; and Deacon
Handmaids of the Lord is a
Joseph Donahoe, director of dea- Christian renewal and support
con personnel, will speak about the ministry for mature women, such
diaconate program.
as single parents and widows,
All proceeds raised by the event separated women and unmarwill be used to stimulate evange- ried, mature women. It is a minlization and expand projects in the istry of the Catholic organization,
black Catholic community.
Couples for Christ.

of the Wild West this year during
the Buffalo Bill Museum’s Fall
Roundup on Lookout Mountain.
Step up to the chuck wagon and
sample delicious buffalo meat in
a brisket, sausage or stew. There
will be singing cowboys, Western
re-enactments and other demonstrations. There’s a charge of
$12.95 for a sampler plate of buffalo meat, $3.95 for smaller sampler portions, but all entertainment, demonstrations and admission to the museum will be
free. The Buffalo Bill Roundup is
set for Sept. 27 from 11 a.m.-3
p.m. at the Buffalo Bill Museum,
987 ½ Lookout Mountain Road,
Golden. Call 303-526-0744 for
details.

Attention gardeners
More than 18,000 bulbs, plants,
trees and shrubs will be available at
the Denver Botanic Gardens annual Fall Plant and Bulb Sale. The
best in fall gardening needs can be
found for that special place in your
garden or yard. Horticulturists will
be on hand to answer all your
questions. Come learn which plant
is the best for your fall and winter
garden. The sale will be held in the
amphitheater at the Denver
Botanic Gardens, 1005 York St.,
Denver, Sept. 19 from 9 a.m. until
everything is sold. Admission is
free. For more information, call
720-865-3500.

Step back to 19th century
colonial market
The Tesoro Cultural Center
presents an 1830s Rendezvous
and Spanish Colonial Market in
Morrison. The event includes
Spanish artists, San Isidro
Farmer’s Market, trappers and
traders and much more. There
will be live entertainment, storytelling, art demonstrations, burro
races and concessions throughout the weekend. Admission is $6
for adults, $3 for seniors and students, children under 12 admitted free. The market will be held
Sept. 19 and 20 from 10 a.m.-5
p.m. at The Fort, 19192 Highway
8, Morrison. Call 303-839-1671
for more information.

All women invited to conference
Founded in 1981 in the
Philippines, Couples for Christ
has grown into a worldwide ministry, in over 160 countries. In
Colorado the organization was
accredited by Archbishop Charles
J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., on March
30, 2007, and is headquartered at
Queen of Peace Parish in Aurora
The conference will be held at
the Red Lion Hotel, 4040 Quebec
St. Early online registration is
suggested. Go to: cfcholdconference2009.wordpress.com. More
information is available by calling
720-278-1264.
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Seminars to address stewardship
and managing one’s finances
Stewardship experts
Phil Lenahan and Charles
Zech to deliver free
presentations at
Centennial parish

STEWARDSHIP
SEMINARS
Oct. 17: Phil Lenahan will speak from
8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Oct. 24: Charles Zech will speak from
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

BY JOHN GLEASON

Where: St. Thomas More is located at
8035 S. Quebec St., Centennial.

To help families and parishes in these
troubled economic times, St. Thomas
More Parish, along with Our Sunday
Visitor, will sponsor two seminars on the
practice of stewardship in October.
The parish, which has a large and successful stewardship program, hopes that
people from across the archdiocese will
avail themselves of these free information events, according to Mila Glodava,
director of communications and stewardship for the parish.
“The event on Oct. 17 is primarily for
parishioners,” she said. “It’s open to anyone who wants to come find out what our
speaker has to offer so they can take that
back and apply it in their own lives.”
The seminar will be conducted by financial expert Phil Lenahan, author of
the bestselling book, “Seven Steps to
Financial Freedom,” and host of the popular radio program “Catholic Answers
Live.” During the talk, Lenahan will examine how it’s possible to balance faith
and finances and learn what Christ and
his Church have to say about managing
money. He’ll share how he and his wife
were drowning in debt and living on
credit before applying the mechanics of
the seven steps. Today, not only are
Lenahan and his wife well on their way
toward becoming debt free, but they have
increased their giving to the Church—all
while raising seven children.
On Oct. 24, another seminar, this one
co-sponsored by Our Sunday Visitor and
the League of Stewardship Parishes, will
feature Charles Zech, director of the
Center for the Study of Church
Management and professor of economics at Villanova University’s School of
Business in Pennsylvania. Zech is author
of the bestseller, “Why Catholics Don’t

Cost: free but R.S.V.P. is requested.
Call 303-770-1155.

Give and What Can be Done about It.”
According to Glodava, this second
seminar is geared toward parishes and
how to get stewardship programs rolling.
She said the purpose is to train trainers.
“We’re encouraging every parish to
send at least four of their leaders to learn
about enhancing stewardship in the
parish,” she said. “They could be from
the stewardship committee, the parish
council or staff—anyone who will be able
to work with the pastor to effect stewardship in the parish.”
Zech’s talk is titled: “Building a
Sustaining Parish.” He’ll discuss how to
organize a stewardship program, implementing stewardship in the liturgy, offering education on the spirituality of stewardship, and enhancing the offertory.
Father Andrew Kemberling, pastor of
St. Thomas More, said both seminars
should be worthwhile.
“I know Phil Lenahan’s program puts
stewardship into practice in a real way for
married people,” he said, adding that the
presentation addresses the desire for the
American dream and how to balance that
with living a genuinely Christian life as a
good steward.
“And Charles Zech is one of my heroes,” Father Kemberling said. “I quote
him all the time. As a statistician, he’s
shown the need to permeate people with
information to make certain practices effective. You have to use multiple ideas
connected together to make a stewardship program work, which is what we do
in our program at St. Thomas More.”

14 l
ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Regis University: will mark the
start of the academic year
with Mass of the Holy Spirit.
Father Michael Sheeran S.J.
will be the main celebrant.
Regis Chapel is located at
3333 Regis Blvd., Denver.
Sept. 17: 11 a.m.
Archbishop’s Annual Mass: for
those celebrating 25, 50 and
50+ years of marriage at
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. Those wishing to register call 303-7153259.
Oct. 3: 4:30 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
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Bulletin Board
Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired
publication date. Mail, fax, or e-mail:
Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
all alumni. Call 303-344-0082
for details.
Sept. 24: 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Sing to the Lord: a bilingual
community concert featuring
musician Jaime Cortez at
Queen of Peace Church, 13120
E. Kentucky Ave., Aurora.
Freewill offerings accepted.
Sept. 25: 7:30 p.m.

Immigration Reform: forum
featuring Senator Michael
Bennet and other leaders at
Queen of Peace, 13120 E.
Kentucky Ave., Aurora.
Sept. 19: 10 a.m.

Garage Sale: to benefit St.
Catherine of Siena Grade
School, 4200 Federal Blvd.,
Denver.
Sept. 26: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Fundraiser: to benefit
Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, 2361 E. 78th Ave.,
Denver. Fun, produce, crafts
and more.
Sept. 19: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Come Hungry: as Ladies
Auxiliary of Knights of
Columbus present the first
Taste of St. Anne, 7555 Grant
St., Arvada. Tickets $5 adults,
$2.50 children. Call 720-9363165 for information.
Sept. 26: 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Flame of Faith: annual dinner
to benefit Our Lady of Lourdes,
2256 S. Logan St., Denver. Call
303-722-7525 for more information.
Sept. 19: 4 p.m - 7 p.m.
Knights of Peter Claver Ladies
Auxiliary: to host luncheon and
fashion show at Park Hill Golf
Club, 4141 E. 35th Ave., Denver.
Tickets $25 adults, $10 for
children. Call 303-715-3165 for
information.
Sept. 20: 1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
2009 Harvest Festival: at St.
Mary’s School, 6833 S. Prince
St., Littleton. Games, food and
refreshments. Call 303-7982375 for more information.
Sept 20: 3 p.m - 9 p.m.
Catholic Book Club: to discuss
“Waiting for the Apocalypse”
in library at JPII Center, 1300
S. Steele St., Denver. Call 303715-3192.
Sept. 23: 5 p.m.
KPIO: Catholic Radio is hosting
an open house/cookout. Come
hungry and get a tour of the
studio. 1576 W. First St.,
Loveland. Call 970-669-8000
for information.
Sept. 23: 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Homecoming: tailgate party
for Machebeuf Alumni, at stadium 1250 Chambers Road,
Aurora. BBQ and game free to

Back to School Yard Sale: to
benefit St. Francis de Sales
School, 235 S. Sherman St.,
Denver. Treasures galore.
Sept. 26: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Spanish Musician Workshop:
conducted by noted musician
Jaime Cortez, to be held at
Queen of Peace Church, 13120
E. Kentucky Ave., Aurora. Cost
of workshop, including lunch is
$25 per person. Call 303-3648359 for registration information.
Sept. 26: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Annual October Festival: fall
party with food, fellowship and
refreshments at Blessed
Sacrament School 1973 Elm St.,
Denver.
Sept. 27: 4 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Benefit for FOCUS: to be held
at Sacred Heart of Mary
Church, 6739 S. Boulder Rd.,
Boulder. Call 303-494-2625 for
more information or online at
focusonline.org.
Oct. 2: 6 p.m.
All are invited: to presentation
of St. Josephine Bakhita and
St. Katherine Drexel to Deacon
Guffie Menogan at Brady Hall
at St. Ignatius of Loyola
Church. Cost of dinner and
ceremony $10 donation. Call
303-715-3165 to RSVP.
Oct. 2: 6 p.m.

Oktoberfest: at Guardian
Angels Church, 15179 Weld
County Road 7, Mead. Food,
refreshment, music, live auction and prizes. Call 970-5322743 for details.
Oct. 3: 4 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Evening to Honor: Marian Kelly
with silent auction and dinner
dance sponsored by
Archbishop’s Guild at St.
Mark’s Church, 3141 W. 96th
Ave., Westminster. Call 303287-3080 for ticket information.
Oct. 10: 6 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Italian Feast: at St Thomas
More Church, 8035 S. Quebec
St., Centennial. Authentic
Italian fare, cookie baking contest and entertainment. Cost
is $10 adult, $5 for children.
Oct. 10: 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Franciscan Prayer: a retreat
and reflections beginning in
late September. Call Sister
Elizabeth Fuhr at 303-4586270 Ext. 112.
Public Invited: to Mile High
Theology of the Body event at
Christ the King Church, 830
Elm St., Denver. Come explore
in-depth Pope John Paul II’s
Love and Responsibility. For
more information, call 303543-7867 or online at theologyofthebody.net.
Sept. 19: 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Handmaids of the Lord: renewal and support for women
under Couples for Christ to
hold conference in Denver.
Information online at cfcholdconference2009.wordpress.co
m.
Sept. 25 - 27
Vocational Retreat: for women
considering the religious life
to be held by Religious Sisters
of Mercy of Alma, Mich.
Retreat will be held at Stone
House at Cabrini Shrine, 20189
Cabrini Blvd., Golden. Call
303-765-4592 for registration.
Sept. 25 - 27
Retrouvaille: weekend for couples, married or divorced, who
are looking to rebuild their

marriages. Call 303-973-2206
for information.
Sept. 25 - 27
Quest Weekend Retreat: to be
held at All Saints Church, 2559 S.
Federal Blvd., Denver. Call Sister
Elizabeth Bornhoft for more information 303-433-6590.
Nov. 7 - 8
FOCUS 11: vocation awareness
program for fifth and eleventh
graders to be held at St. Thomas
More Church, 8035 S. Quebec
St., Centennial. Call 303-2823429 for more information.
Oct. 5 - 7
Learn to turn your Life: into a
story by attending seminar by
Carol Sullivan at Most Precious
Blood Church, 2200 S.
Harrison St., Denver. Cost is
$45 for five sessions. Call
303-756-3083 for details.
Tuesdays begining Oct. 13
Rachel Vineyard Retreat: for
those in need of emotional and
spiritual healing following an
abortion. Call 303-410-1710 for
more information.
Oct. 16 - 18
Get away from the noise: at a
Silent Retreat on Prayer at St.
Malo Retreat Center in
Allenspark, CO. For more information visit www.saintmalo.org
or contact Wendy at
303.747.0201 or
wendy.hohn@saintmalo.org.
Sept. 22 – 24
Secular Discalced Carmelites:
of the Holy Spirit invite new
members to their new formation program. They meet at
St. Thomas More Church, 8035
S. Quebec St., Centennial. Call
303-806-9923 for details.
Second Saturday of Month
Encourage: support group for
parents of homosexual children.
Call Father Dan Norick at 720434-2638 for more information.

SINGLES
October Singles Dance: for the
40-plus crowd at Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish Center,
11385 Grant Drive, Northglenn.
Cost $15. Call 303-457-8289
for more information.
Oct. 10: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
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FATHER Kevin Augustyn censes the altar at an open air
Mass Aug. 30.

Open air Mass a sign the
Church is alive at CU-Boulder
BY AMANDA BARRELL

The St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Center held its second annual open air Mass on campus at the University
of Colorado at Boulder on Aug. 30. Some 450 people attended the Mass held on CU’s Farrand Field including
students, alumni, faculty, FOCUS (Fellowship of
Catholic University Students) missionaries and parishioners from the Boulder area.
Presiding over the Mass was the pastor of St. Thomas
Aquinas Church, Father Kevin Augustyn. Mass concelebrants were Father Peter Mussett, parochial vicar at the
Catholic Center and Father Richard Healey of the
Wollongong Diocese in New South Wales, Australia.
Father Hector Chiapa and Father William Breslin heard
confessions during the Mass.
The theme of the Mass and of this academic year for
St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Center is “Cast Out Into the
Deep,” based on Luke 5:4. During his homily, Father
Augustyn urged the congregation to boldly share their
faith with others.
“One of the great challenges of campus ministry is that
you cannot wait for the students to come to you, you
have to go out and meet them where they are,” Father
Augustyn said, explaining the purpose of the open air
Mass. “We decided to have this Mass in the center of all
the residence halls at the University of Colorado at
Boulder to let them know that we are here and that the
Catholic community is alive and vibrant.”
The Mass was considered to be both a wrapping-up
and a beginning for the Catholic campus ministry at CU.
It topped off two and a half weeks of outreach to the new
students who came to campus in mid-August. It also
signified the beginning of a new year for the students at
the university as well as for the Catholic campus ministry at CU.
Upcoming fall events sponsored by the St. Thomas
Aquinas Catholic Center for students, faculty and residents include academic lectures put on by the Aquinas
Institute for Catholic Thought, Bible studies sponsored
by FOCUS, a new ENDOW (Educating on the Nature and
Dignity of Women) group to study the late Pope John
Paul II’s letter “Mulieris Dignitatem,” vocational discernment and community building retreats, and weekly socials and lectures.

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l SEPTEMBER 16, 2009

l 15

16 l BOOK

SEPTEMBER 16, 2009 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Book offers lively look at angels
BY NANCY ROBERTS

On Sept. 29, the Church observes
the feast of the archangels, Michael,
Gabriel and Raphael.
Angels are everywhere, as Mike
Aquilina points out in “Angels of
God: The Bible, the Church and
the Heavenly Hosts.” They appear
in the Bible from Genesis to
Revelation, playing “crucial roles in
the drama of our creation, fall and
salvation.” Angels also figure
prominently in our prayer, as in
the Mass’ “Gloria” and the
“Sanctus,” both taught to humankind by angels.
These heavenly beings transcend the traditional images of
roly-poly cherubs reclining on
clouds. Aquilina, vice president of
the St. Paul Center for Biblical
Theology in Steubenville, Ohio,
shows that these pure “spirits who
bring messages from heaven to
earth” occupy myriad roles. Some,
such as cherubim, are protectors
of holy places; others serve as
guardians of individuals and of institutions (such as nations).
In an engaging, succinct style,
Aquilina presents a synthesis of
angels’ spiritual ecology, drawing
mainly from respected scriptural
accounts as well as the Church’s
teachings and occasionally, individuals’ case histories.
While an earlier writer,
Mortimer Adler, once defined angels as “minds without bodies,”
Aquilina looks to the Old
Testament Book of Daniel for a
more sensory description of these
beings: “His body was like beryl,
his face like the appearance of
lightning, his eyes like flaming
torches, his arms and legs like the
gleam of burnished bronze, and
the sounds of his words like the
noise of a multitude.” That’s how
Daniel describe his vision of an
angel—in Christian tradition, likely Gabriel—who apparently comes
in response to his prayers.
Of course, Gabriel also figures in
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Title: “Angels of God: The Bible,
the Church and the Heavenly
Hosts”
Author: Mike Aquilina
Publisher: Servant Books
(Cincinnati, 2009). 123 pp., $12.99

the New Testament, where his
main task is to bear glad tidings.
Thus he appears in St. Luke’s
Gospel to the old priest Zechariah
to tell him that, despite his wife’s
advanced age, she will bear a son,
John the Baptist. Later Gabriel appears before Mary to announce
the coming of the Messiah.
Separate chapters are also devoted to Michael the Archangel
and Raphael. Perhaps the most intriguing
section
discusses
guardian angels. After all, who
doesn’t know the childhood prayer
that begins “Angel of God, my
guardian dear, to whom God’s love
commits me here”? The rest of this
beloved text implies that guardian
angels are to ease their charges’
earthly path: “Ever this day be at
my side, to light and guard, to rule
and guide.”
But not necessarily, as Aquilina
points out. While guardian angels
sometimes make dramatic rescues
on the scene of shipwrecks and
other calamities, ultimately their
focus is to help us reach heaven —
“not to keep us or our loved ones
from suffering or death.” Aquilina
writes, “After all, suffering is perhaps the principal means of our
spiritual growth on earth, and
death is our final portal to God.”
In practical terms, this may
mean that our guardian angels
may know better than we do
“when an illness or injury will draw
us closer to God. They also know
when another 24 hours on earth
will merely get us another day
older and deeper in debt.”
So will a guardian angel deign
to help us find a parking space
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THIS is the cover of "Angels of
God: The Bible, the Church and
the Heavenly Hosts" by Mike
Aquilina.
when none seems available? Yes,
writes Aquilina, “unless that
parking space might detour us on
the way to heaven.” In other
words, sometimes it may be better to be late for an appointment
(though we may not know so
until the day of judgment).
While this fact doesn’t necessarily follow from the strictest
reading of scriptural accounts of
angels, it represents the author’s
optimistic attempt to combine
the latter with the sum of
Christian tradition as well as individual anecdotes. The overall
message is simple and upbeat:
Angels have a long history, and
they’re here to help us and to remind us of God’s love.
A bonus is a short appendix of
favorite angel prayers and
poems, including the Angelus
and James Russell Lowell’s “Saint
Michael the Weigher.”
Nancy Roberts is a professor of
journalism and communication
at the University of Albany, State
University of New York, and the
author of “Dorothy Day and the
Catholic Worker.”

Blue Mass honors law enforcement
On the day following the eighth
anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist
attacks in New York City,
Shanksville, Pa., and on the
Pentagon
just
outside
Washington, faithful gathered at
the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception in
Denver for the annual Blue Mass.
Denver Auxiliary Bishop James D.
Conley D.D. S.T.L. was the main
celebrant of the afternoon liturgy.
More than 200 first responders
attended the Mass in uniform,
according John Miller, associate
director for the Office of Liturgy.
“This was easily the largest
turnout we’ve had for the Blue
Mass since it began here in the
Archdiocese of Denver,” he said.
During his homily, Bishop
Conley praised the men and
women in uniform and said that
he saluted them all.
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AUXILIARY Bishop James Conley accepts the offertory gifts at the Sept.
12 Blue Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception.
“We lift you up in prayer and the yond who consistently and unmany you represent,” he said, “the selfishly choose, in public service,
tens of thousands of men and to sacrifice self for the good of othwomen across our nation and be- ers, whatever the cost.”

