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Why we should pray for priests

CONCERT

Faithful should pray
for an increase in
vocations and for
holy, faithful priests
BY FATHER JORGE
RODRÍGUEZ
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“In those days, Jesus departed to
the mountain to pray, and he
spent the night in prayer with
God.When day came, he called his
disciples to himself and from
them he chose Twelve, whom he
also named apostles” (Lk 6:12-13).
At the beginning of his public
life, Jesus prayed for those men
whom he had called to be his
apostles. At the end of his life, he
also prayed for them: “I pray for
them. I do not pray for the world
but for the ones you have given me
for they are yours. … Holy Father,
keep them in your name that you
have given me” (Jn 17:9-11).
Why does Jesus pray for his first
priests at the precise moment of
their vocation and then again on
what we could consider the day
of their priestly ordination? Why
does the Church ask, just as Jesus
does, that we also pray for our
priests: that we intercede for
them before God?
Before entering the monastery,
St. Therese of Lisieux made a pilgrimage to Rome. In her group of
pilgrims were 75 priests. In her autobiography “The Story of a Soul,”
St. Therese of the Child Jesus
wrote: “To pray for souls always
carried a certain attraction for me,
but I did not understand why to
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FATHER MARC MALLICK, current pastor of Sacred Heart of Mary Parish in Boulder, delivers a homily to students at St. Thomas More Parish in Centennial in this Denver Catholic Register file photo from March 2008.
pray for priests, whom I had always considered to be as pure as
crystal. In Italy, I understood my
vocation. … I lived in the company
of many holy priests for a month
and I learned that although their
dignity carried them above the
level of the angels, they were nevertheless weak and fragile men.
They were holy priests whom Jesus
had called ‘the salt of the earth’ in
the Gospel and through their conduct, they demonstrated the extreme need they had of prayers.
What would be the result if they
were only lukewarm?”

BRINGING UP BABY

Despite their high calling,
priests are simply human
St. Therese gives us the key to responding to the question, “Why
should we pray for priests?” We
pray that there will not be a lack of
priests, that they may be holy
priests, and that they may persevere in their holy vocation in spite
of their personal human weaknesses. It is important that we pray
to the “Master of the harvest who
sends workers into the harvest” as
Jesus urged us to do (Mt 9:37-38),
“for the harvest is great and the
workers are few. Pray, therefore,

that the Master may send more
workers into the harvest!” This signifies that the harvest does indeed
exist, but God wills for men themselves to carry the harvest to the
granaries. God needs men. He
needs people willing to say: “Yes, I
am willing to be your worker in
this harvest. I am willing to ensure
that this harvest, which is ripening
in the hearts of men, can truly
enter into the granaries of eternity
and be able to transform into a
perennial divine communion of
joy and of love.”

See Priests, Page 8
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These 191 martyrs of the French Revolution died
in four locations in Paris Sept. 2 and 3, 1792. Most
were members of the clergy. A 1790 document of
the Constituent Assembly declared French clerics
to be public servants and required them to swear
an oath of allegiance. Those who took the oath
were called “assermentes”; those who would not
were “refractaires” or “insermentes.” Pressure steadily increased for
people to take the oath; it finally erupted in the carnage of September
© 2006 CNS
1792, when 1,400 in all were killed by gangs and thugs.
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Tips and tools for parenting faith

MOST REV.

BY JULIE FILBY

CHARLES J. CHAPUT
O.F.M. CAP.

This is the second of a two-part
series related to children and young
adults leaving the Catholic Church
and ways parents can support, encourage and strengthen the faith of
their families. Part one appeared in
the Aug. 12 Denver Catholic
Register.

Health care, justice and the
course of our national debate
With the summer ending, most of us will focus again on the normal
routine of work, ministry and family life. But as we do, we should remember a line from the second reading of last Sunday’s liturgy:
“Religion that is pure and undefiled before God and the Father is
this: to care for orphans and widows in their affliction and to keep
oneself unstained by the world” (Jas 1:27).
The Epistle of James, along with many other passages of
Scripture, reminds us “to be doers of the Word and not hearers
only,” and that “faith apart from works is dead.” In other words,
claiming to be a follower of Jesus Christ is not enough. We need to
prove it by our actions. We show our faith first by seeking God in
daily prayer, and by treating our family, friends, coworkers and the
strangers we meet every day with justice and love.
But our obligations go beyond that because the Church is a community, and God created us as social creatures. Our Catholic faith
should shape the way we think about all of the public issues we
face. That means we should be informed and engaged as believers
when it comes to the social, economic and political problems of our
time. For Christians, good citizenship is a subset of, and subordinate to, our fidelity to God. We have duties to other people not because the state says so, but because they—like us—were created by
God and are loved by him.
Of course, most of the really important things in life have nothing
to do with politics. But some issues do demand our involvement, and
when we get involved, we need to do so as Catholics first. Over the
past four decades, first the left, then the right, and now the left again,
have become quite skilled at using religion to press their agendas. It’s
not a surprise. It’s not even really new. Faith and politics have always
intersected on important human dignity issues. But when that happens, our task is to act as disciples, not agents of a political party; and
to distrust partisans, no matter what their political tribe.
The health-care debate this fall is a good place to remember our
discipleship and think clearly about the course of our country. We
can start by considering a few basic facts.
First, while adequate health care for all Americans may not be
seen by some as a “right” in the same sense as our rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, it certainly is an obligation of a
just society. If we see ourselves as a civilized people, then we have a
duty to satisfy the basic medical needs of the poor, the elderly and
the disabled to the best of our ability. This is why America’s bishops
have pressed so hard for national health-care reform for so many
years, and continue to do so.
Second, a government role in ensuring basic health care for all citizens can be completely legitimate. Historically, Americans have
had a prudent distrust of government and expanding state power.
But that does not justify excluding government from helping to
solve chronic problems when no other solutions work.
Third, the principle of subsidiarity in Catholic social thought reminds us that problems should be solved as modestly and locally as
possible. In other words, government involvement should normally
be the choice of last resort. Moreover, a proper government role in
solving the health-care crisis does not necessarily demand a national public plan, run or supervised by government authorities. Real
health-care reform need not automatically translate into federal
programming.
Fourth, no national health-care plan can be morally legitimate if it
allows, even indirectly, for the killing of the unborn, or discriminatory policies and pressures against the elderly, the infirm and disabled.
Protecting the unborn child and serving the poor are not unrelated
issues; they flow from exactly the same Christian duty to work for
social justice.
Congress and the White House deserve our thanks for highlighting the health-care issue in a vivid way. But that doesn’t absolve
their proposals—or anyone’s counter-proposals—from questions,
criticism and serious, patient debate. Too much is at stake to handle this complex and crucial issue like a juggernaut. As Catholic citizens, we have the duty to keep ourselves “unstained” by the slogans, shortcuts and tribal loyalties of party politics and to stay focused on defending and advancing human dignity—from conception to natural death; especially when the issue is health care.

One in 10 American adults describe themselves as a former
Catholic. Nearly half of lapsed
Catholics said they left the Church
before they turned 24.
These facts, from a 2009 study
(“Faith in Flux: Change in Religious
Affiliation in the U.S.,” Pew Forum
on Religion and Public Life, April
2009), are disheartening.
“That’s a large and distressing
number for anyone who loves the
Church,” said Don Schneider, director of evangelization and catechesis for the Western Slope,
Northern Area and Eastern Plain
parishes
of
the
Denver
Archdiocese. “It also speaks to the
crucial importance of an active
family faith life, from the earliest
years through adolescence.”
Survey findings pointed out key
differences between former
Catholics and lifelong Catholics in
their level of religious commitment between the ages of 13-18.
Former Catholics were less likely to
have attended Mass regularly, or to
have had strong faith as teenagers.
How can parents help children
develop and maintain a strong
faith foundation?

React, don’t overreact
“Many kids go through a period
of rebellion,” according to Jim
Anderson, director of pastoral care
for The Coming Home Network, a
lay apostolate that supports
Protestant pastors and laymen interested in converting to the
Catholic faith.
“Don’t think it’s the end of the
world,” Anderson continued. “Be
patient—pray for them, love them
and keep the lines of communication open, no matter what.”
He said parents should gently
make it a rule as long as children
live at home they are expected to
go to Mass.
“But don’t nag them,” he said.
“That’s always counter-productive.”
Jeremy Rivera, director of communications for the Fellowship of
Catholic University Students
(FOCUS), said that as a child he
was expected to go to church.
“Like a good parent, my mom
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PRACTICING one’s Catholic faith is the best model parents can
offer to their children if they want them to have faith.
didn’t give me the option of going
to Mass on Sundays,” he said. “I
went begrudgingly and God
blessed my mom’s stubbornness
by planting seeds of faith in my
heart, even though I was pretty uninterested at the time.”

Defend the faith
Parents should be ready to explain and defend the faith under
all
circumstances—educating
themselves with Scripture, the
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church,” Catholic books, magazines and Web sites, and religious
education programs. Seek out ageappropriate materials to help explain Church doctrine. When
needed, enlist the help of a priest,
youth director, director of religious
education or missionary in campus ministry.
“It’s important to show children
that growing in faith is important
throughout the entire life cycle—it
doesn’t stop with the sacrament of
confirmation,” Schneider said.
“The Catholic faith is a relationship with God in Jesus and his
Church, and like all relationships it
requires time and attention if it is

YOUR STORY
Have you experienced the
successful return of a child to
the Catholic faith? If so, the
Denver Catholic Register would
like to hear what worked for
your family. Send story to:
editor@archden.org.

to mature and develop.”
Parents must help children see
that Catholicism is much more
“broad and deep” than what they
experience at any particular parish.

Proclaim a strong message
Catholics may leave the faith for
a different denomination when
they marry into another religion or
experience a perceived energy or
fulfillment at a service outside the
Church. Leaving Catholicism for
another denomination can be a
difficult reality for parents to deal
with.
“As Catholic parents, we treasure
our faith and want our children to
treasure it as well,” Schneider said.

See Parenting, Page 14
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Year for Priests concert set Sept. 24
BY JOHN GLEASON

Refreshing, moving, exhilarating. These are but a few of the adjectives used to describe the music
of Eric Genuis, composer, virtuoso
pianist and recently turned
Colorado resident, who will be
performing in a Year for Priests
concert 7:30 p.m. Sept. 24 at St.
Thomas More Church.
The concert, co-sponsored by
the Denver Catholic Register, the
Colorado Catholic Herald and St.
Thomas More Church in
Centennial, is free and open to the
public. Priests, in particular, are
warmly invited to attend as the
event is being held in honor of the
Year for Priests.
“The aim of the concert,” said
Genuis, “is to celebrate, encourage
and lift up the priesthood.”
Performing with Genuis will be
vocalist Linda Easter and violinist
Liesel Schoenberger.
For more than a decade, Genius
has traveled around the world,
from the United States, Canada,
Australia,
Austria,
France,
Germany and Poland performing
for millions of people. To date, he
has recorded four CDs as well as

having composed music for film,
television and Internet media. He
achieved honors in performance
piano
from
the
Royal
Conservatory of Music in Toronto
and completed course work in film
scoring from the Berklee College of
Music in Boston.
Possessing a deep interest in
music since he was a youngster,
Genius said all his compositions
come from his heart—from the
joys and sorrows that he’s experienced throughout his life.
“The funny thing is I thought
that music would be something I’d
do for my own enjoyment,” he
said. “I never thought it would
have been something I’d do for a
living.”
Currently, Genius is in the middle of a concert tour in Texas comprised of 30 performances not
only in concert halls, but in
schools and even prisons. It’s a
grueling pace but Genuis said the
riggers of the road just seem to roll
off him.
“The travel, the tours; it never
gets old,” he said. “I’m grateful to
do it and I’m having a ball when
I’m out there.”
According to Genius, creating

YEAR FOR PRIESTS
CONCERT
Featuring: Pianist-composer
Eric Genuis
When: 7:30 p.m. Sept. 24
Where: St. Thomas More Church,
8035 S. Quebec St., Centennial
Cost: free and open to the public
Contact: Mila Glodava, 303-2219240
PHOTO PROVIDED

music for others is a way of communicating his inner thoughts and
ideas. He said it’s always been his
greatest wish to share the profound beauty and splendor that
can be found in music.
“It’s simple,” he said. “Art has always been a wonderful expression
of God.”
An Eric Genius concert has been
described as a definite must-see
and have proven riveting for all,
from contemporary music lovers
to the most sophisticated classical
musicians. Small wonder that he
has earned praise not only from
noted composers such as Joel Sill
(music supervisor for “Forest

ERIC GENUIS will perform a Year for Priests concert that is free and
open to the public 7:30 p.m. Sept. 24 at St. Thomas More Parish.
Gump”) and composer John
Debney (“The Passion of the
Christ”), but from others right here
in the archdiocese.
In July, Genuis performed at the
annual deacons meeting in
Denver. One of those who witnessed the performance was
Deacon Joseph Benjamin of St.
Joseph Parish in Akron. Deacon
Benjamin, himself a vocalist, said
the music he heard was passionate
and profound.
“It was a very moving concert,”
he said, “and I think many people
there were taken to tears either

through joy or sorrow. It’s simply
music that touches your heart.”
Genius seemed almost embarrassed when told this.
“All I can say is that the hour and
a half on stage is sheer bliss,” he
said. “I can’t describe it any better
than that. It gives me such joy to
perform and share this music, this
art, with an audience.”
St. Thomas More Church is located at 8035 S. Quebec St. in
Centennial. No tickets or reservations are necessary to attend the
concert. For information, call Mila
Glodava, 303-221-9240.

New order in archdiocese follows in steps of St. Charles Borromeo
BY JOHN GLEASON

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

FATHER Accursio Ciacco, left, and Father Michael Carvill are clerics
of the Priestly Fraternity of the Missionaries of St. Charles Borromeo.

in
Boston,
Mass.,
and
Washington, D.C., but was looking to open a new mission in the
United States when they received
an invitation from Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
“The archbishop’s invitation
was very warm and heartfelt,”
Father Carvill said. “My superiors
entered into discussion with people in the archdiocese and that
led to myself and Father Ciaccio
being sent here.”
Founded in the 1950s, the lay
movement Communion and
Liberation spread quickly across
Italy and eventually through
Europe. Many members, including Father Carvill, felt called to

See Order, Page 8
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In the 1980s a group of priests in
Italy asked the vicar of Rome,
Cardinal Ugo Poletti, if they could
form a priestly association to form
young men for the missionary
priesthood. On Sept. 14, 1985, the
new association called the Priestly
Fraternity of the Missionaries of St.
Charles Borromeo was formed
with a grand total of seven priests
and 10 seminarians.
Today the Priestly Fraternity of
the Missionaries of St. Charles
Borromeo is made up of more
than 100 priests and 25 seminarians who serve the Church around
the world. Recently, the order has
come to include a presence in the
Archdiocese of Denver.

On July 6, Father Michael
Carvill, F.S.C.B., and Father
Accursio Ciaccio, F.S.C.B., assumed duties as pastor and
parochial vicar respectively at
Nativity of our Lord Parish in
Broomfield. Father Carvill said
he is excited to be in northern
Colorado and to share the
charism of his order.
“The order was born in the
context of the Catholic lay movement,
Communion
and
Liberation,” he explained. “Of all
the definitions I’ve heard of it
over the years, the one I like the
best is, ‘It’s an instance of the
church alive; Catholicism actively
lived by its members.’”
The Fraternity of St. Charles
Borromeo already had missions

‘YEAR FOR PRIESTS’ DAILY PRAYER CALENDAR
Prayer calendar and other resources can be found at www.archden.org/yearforpriests

Please pray for the following priests on the indicated days,
in honor of the Year for Priests:
WEDNESDAY

2

SEP.

FR. ENRIQUE
SALAZAR

THURSDAY

3
ALL PRIESTS,
LIVING AND
DECEASED, WHO
HAVE SERVED
WITHIN THE
ARCHDIOCESE
OF DENVER

FRIDAY

4

If interested in sponsoring the Year for Priests daily prayer calendar, please send
an e-mail with contact information to chad.andrzejewski@archden.org

SATURDAY

5

FR. ERNEST
BAYER

VOCATIONS TO
THE PRIESTHOOD

SUNDAY

6

MONDAY

7

FR. ERNEST
SHERSTONE

FR. EUSTACE
SEQUEIRA

TUESDAY

8

FR. FAUSTINUS
ANYAMELE

4 l OPINION

SEPTEMBER 2, 2009 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Faith and reason,
irrationality and terror
The media’s obsession with salvation-through-latex in the matter of AIDS prevention in Africa so dominated the coverage of
Pope Benedict XVI’s March pilgrimage to Cameroon and Angola
that one of the most impressive addresses of the pontificate was
virtually ignored. Delivered to the Muslim leaders of Cameroon at
the apostolic nunciature in Yaounde on March 19, Benedict’s concise remarks represented perhaps the most refined statement of
the point the Pope has been making since his September 2006
Regensburg Lecture sent the world press into another tailspin.
Here are the key passages:
“My friends, I believe a particularly urgent task of religion today
is to unveil the vast potential of human reason, which is itself
God’s gift and which is elevated by revelation and faith. Belief in
the one God, far from stunting our capacity to understand ourselves and the world, broadens it. Far from setting us against the
world, it commits us to it. We are called to help others see the
subtle traces and mysterious presence of God in the world which
he has marvelously created and continually sustains with his ineffable and all-embracing love. Although his infinite glory can
never be directly grasped by our finite minds in this life, we
nonetheless catch glimpses of it in the beauty that surrounds us.
When men and women allow the magnificent order of the world
and the splendor of human dignity to illumine their hearts, they
discover that what is ‘reasonable’ extends far beyond what mathematics can calculate, logic can deduce, and scientific experimentation can demonstrate; it includes the goodness and innate attractiveness of upright and ethical living made known to us in the
very language of creation.
“This insight prompts us to seek all that is right and just, to step
outside the restricted sphere of our own self-interest and act for
the good of others. Genuine religion thus widens the horizon of
human understanding and stands at the base of any authentically
human culture. It rejects all forms of violence and totalitarianism:
not only on principles of faith, but also of right reason. Indeed, religion and reason mutually reinforce one another since religion is
purified and structured by reason, and reason’s full potential is
unleashed by revelation and faith.”
For three years now, the Holy Father has been quietly insisting
that the problem of jihadist terrorism and the lethal threat it
poses, both to the West and to Muslims of moderate temperament, is rooted in the detachment of faith from reason. Cut that
cord theologically, and you end up with a God of sheer willfulness
who can command anything, including the murder of innocents.
Tighten the cord that binds faith and reason in a mutually supportive synthesis and the religious case for jihadist terrorism collapses of its own irrationality.
No one knows why Islam, which in the early Middle Ages created cultures open to philosophical inquiry and respectful of the
canons of reason, underwent what seems to have been a kind of
intellectual shut-down, so that by the 14th century the wellsprings of intellectual imagination had largely dried up throughout the Islamic world, leaving only the endless exegesis of Islamic
law by Muslim lawyers. Whatever its causes, however, this desiccation was a crucial factor in creating the irrationalism of contemporary jihadism, embodied in the Taliban slogan, “Throw reason to the dogs—it stinks of corruption.”
It would be helpful if western governments took this history seriously—and took the Pope’s analysis of the problem of faith and
reason seriously. It is not government’s task to foster the kind of
interreligious dialogue implied by Benedict’s speech in Yaounde:
an interreligious dialogue that aims to understand revelation
through reason, thus opening up the prospects of a joint exploration of the “splendor of human dignity” and the implications of
that dignity for religious freedom and the governance of just societies. On the other hand, governments that don’t recognize that
the detachment of faith from reason defines the fault-line between the jihadists and the rest of us are likely to misread what
remains a mortal threat, eight years after 9/11.

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Sept. 6: 23rd Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Isaiah 35:4-7
• Psalm 146:7-10
• James 2:1-5
• Mark 7:31-37
Overview: The vibrant, poetic
imagery in our first reading describes what life is like when
Christ makes his presence
known. The passage from Isaiah
was written when the people of
God were still in Jerusalem, but
impending doom from foreign
armies was beginning to cast a
dark shadow over the nation.
Yet, despite the gathering gloom
Isaiah speaks a word of hope:
“the ears of the deaf will be
cleared; and the tongue of the
mute will sing.” The coming of
the Messiah would be accompanied by miraculous healings,
thus the first reading serves as a
fitting prologue to this week’s

Gospel. Our second reading
speaks about a healing of a different sort: the healing of injustice. In the Church, no distinction is to be made between rich
and poor. Because everyone is
equal in the eyes of God we are
to “show no partiality.” A proper
respect for the poor as persons
has always been a central teaching of Catholic social ethics. The
healing of the deaf-mute is
unique to Mark. While the miracle itself engenders wonder, its
placement within the larger narrative is of particular interest.
Everything Jesus said and did
was intended to make the disciples understand who he was—
hence, the significance of “hearing.” The healings, the exorcisms, the miracle of the loaves
and fishes all reach their climax
in the next chapter when Peter
declares: “You are the Christ!”
Key verse: “The ears of the
deaf will be cleared” (Is 35:5).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “Contemplative prayer
is hearing the Word of God. Far
from being passive, such attentiveness is the obedience of faith,
the unconditional acceptance of
a servant, and the loving commit-

ment of a child. Christians must
make every effort to proclaim the
good news to the poor. There is a
famine on earth, ‘not a famine of
bread, nor a thirst for water, but
of hearing the words of the
LORD’” (No. 2716; 2835).
Pope Benedict XVI: “Without
God, man neither knows which
way to go, nor even understands
who he is. In the face of the
enormous problems surrounding the development of peoples,
which almost make us yield to
discouragement, we find solace
in the sayings of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who teaches us: “Apart
from me you can do nothing”
(Jn 15:5) and then encourages
us: “I am with you always, to the
close of the age” (Mt 28:20)”
(“Caritas in Veritate,” 78).
Application: If we cannot hear
the truth about God and man,
our society is doomed. Human
beings cannot treat each other
like “things” without seriously
negative consequences. As
Catholics, we have a special responsibility to listen to God’s
word and the teachings of the
Church on the dignity of every
human being, and then to respond with charity.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Youth TV station
content bad for kids
In many public schools, the
youth in-school TV station
Channel One News is permitted.
Channel One offers news clips and
advertisements, some of which
will ask students as young as 10
questions like: Do you think abortions should be legal? Do you think
same sex marriage should be legal?
Who opposes stem cell research?
Questions such as “Who opposes
stem cell research?” while leaving
out reference to embryonic stem
cell research is misleading.
Channel One doesn't belong in the
schools because it:
• Promotes tobacco
• Misuses the compulsory attendance to force children to
watch commercial advertising
• Wastes school time
• Promotes violent entertainment

• Wastes tax dollars spent on
schools
• Promotes the wrong values to
children
I urge parents to visit
Obligation.org, a Birmingham,
Alabama-based, nonprofit child
advocacy organization, to learn
more.

overnight. Alexander believed
that silver and gold would purify
the water and make it safe for
drinking.
Just a little item of historical interest.
Anna Liberatore
Longmont

Danny Kenny
E-mail

A priest’s chalice and
Alexander’s helmet
I read the article “A priest’s
chalice” (Aug. 26 Denver Catholic
Register) with interest. There is a
legend about Alexander the
Great. Alexander was said to
have worn a silver helmet into
battle. When Alexander wanted
drinking water, he had a habit of
putting the water in his silver helmet and letting the water stand

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250 words
and should include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. We rely on
our readers to recognize that the opinions
expressed in letters to the editor are those
of the author and are not necessarily those
of the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters
containing plainly misstated facts,
misinformation or libelous statements will
not be printed. Unsigned letters will not be
printed. Letters will be edited. Send letters
to: Editor, Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303715-2045. E-mail us at:
editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Sept. 3: Presbyteral Council meeting, JPII Center (10 a.m.), followed by Priests’ Personnel Board and
College of Consultors’ meetings
Sept. 4: Mass, Hispanic Youth and Young Adults Encounter 2009, Regis University Chapel (7:30 p.m.)
Sept. 5: Mass and dedication, St. Joseph Parish, Golden (5:15 p.m.)
Sept. 6: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
Sept. 7-8: Jesus Caritas Meeting, San Antonio, Texas

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Sept. 3: Presbyteral Council meeting, JPII Center (10 a.m.), followed by the College of Consultors’ meeting
Sept. 5: Mass, Missionaries of Charity, 12th anniversary of Blessed Mother Teresa’s death, Mother of God
Parish (1:30 p.m.); Mass, Mother of God Parish (4 p.m.)
Sept. 6: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m.)
Sept. 7: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Sept. 7–11: Retreat Master, Diocese of Colorado Springs Priests’ Retreat, St. Malo’s Retreat Center
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CATEQUIZEM
In Acts 6 ‘the seven’ come
on the scene when the
Apostles address an
argument over what?

b. It appeared that gentiles were touching
the foods making it non-kosher;
c. The buns had no sesame seeds and the
sauce was greasy.
6. The Twelve stated to the community:
a. “Can’t we all just get along?”;
b. “Please sir, may I have some more?”;
c. “It is not right for us to neglect the word
of God to serve at table.”

BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON

7. They decided to select seven men who
fit these criteria:

September derives from the Latin word for
“seven,” not confusing if we recall that the
Romans started the new calendar year in
March. This quiz looks at a particular seven
who were chosen to begin a new ministry.

a. They are reputable and filled with the
Spirit and wisdom;

1. In Acts 6 “the seven” come on the scene
when the Apostles need to address an argument over:
a. The theology of the nature of Mary;
b. Food distribution;
c. Time keeping.
2. This dispute arose between these two
groups:
a. The Roman Christians and the Jewish
Christians;
b. The Greek Christians and the Arab
Christians;
c. The Hellenists and the Hebrews.

b. They are skilled in counting and tracking
costs;
c. They know how to prepare food and dish
it out.
8. How does the community react?
a. They throw pies as Simon, who is nicknamed “Pie-eater,” is later shortened to
“Peter;
b. They disputed the choice of the uneven
number and asked for six of the best;
c. They unanimously accepted this proposal.
9. The candidates were selected. All were
men, and one was noted to be:
a. A head taller than the tallest of the disciples;

3. We cannot be exactly sure who these
groups were, but the first is most likely:

b. A convert to Judaism;

a. Christians of the Jewish community in
Rome;

10. Some of their names are rarely seen in
modern (English speaking) nations, but two
names are fairly common in the Western
world:

b. Either Jewish Christians from the
Diaspora or Greek-speaking Palestinian
Jews;

c. Skilled with knives and a baker.

a. Philip and Stephen;

c. Christians who had converted to Judaism
to get free food.

b. Prochorus and Nicanor;

4. While the second group is most likely:

11. This selection freed the Apostles up to
do what?

a. Palestinian and/or Aramaic-speaking
Jewish Christians;

c. Timon and Pumba.

b. Jews for Jesus movement members;

a. Get back to the Jerusalem Times
crossword puzzle;

c. Followers of the Pauline Church movement.

b. Prayer and to the ministry of the word;
c. Missionary activity amongst the gentiles.

5. What specifically was the issue about
the distribution?
ANSWERS: 1.b, 2.c, 3.b, 4.a, 5.a, 6.c, 7.a,
8.c, 9.b, 10.a, 11.b

a. One group believed their widows were
being neglected;

ASK AN APOLOGIST
Q: DURING THE MIDDLE AGES, CANONISTS AND
JURISTS USED A DOCUMENT CALLED THE “DONATION
OF CONSTANTINE” TO AUTHENTICATE PAPAL CLAIMS
TO BOTH SPIRITUAL AND SECULAR AUTHORITY OVER
CHRISTENDOM. THAT DOCUMENT IS NOW UNIVERSALLY
RECOGNIZED AS A FORGERY. IF THE CLAIMS OF THE PAPACY WERE SO
CLEAR, READILY RECOGNIZED AND FOUNDED ON INCONTROVERTIBLE
EVIDENCE, WHY THE NECESSITY TO FORGE DOCUMENTS? I WOULD THINK
THAT THIS WOULD BE VERY EMBARRASSING TO OUR CHURCH. I WONDER
HOW WE DEAL WITH THIS QUESTION IN ECUMENICAL DIALOGUE?
A: It is true that the collections of docbeen forged to address the new quesuments used by medieval
tions raised by the establishscholars included forgeries
ment of the Papal States and
like the “False Decretals” and
the Frankish Empire in the
the “Donation of Constantine.”
eighth century. Why the need
The latter, specifically, prefor such a forgery? Precisely
tends to be a document by
because those issues were
which the Emperor
new and could not be resolved
Constantine conferred on
by recourse to “clear, readily
Pope Sylvester sweeping imrecognized (and) incontrovertJOEL BARSTAD ible evidence” from earlier peperial, secular authority over
the Western empire. It seems to have
See Apologist, Page 17
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Kennedy laid to rest at Arlington cemetery after Boston funeral
BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

BOSTON (CNS)—Sen. Edward
M. Kennedy was mourned at a
Boston church and laid to rest at
Arlington National Cemetery
Aug. 29, amid words of comfort
from the Book of Wisdom, Paul’s
Letter to the Romans and the
Gospel of Matthew, and recollections of his life by his sons, his
pastor, President Barack Obama

and Cardinal Theodore E.
McCarrick.
During the funeral Mass for the
senator at Boston’s Basilica of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, Father
Mark Hession, pastor of Our Lady
of Victory Parish in Centerville,
Mass., linked the Scripture readings—chosen by Kennedy, his
wife, Vicki, and their family—
with elements of the senator’s
own life and faith.
“St. Paul states our case with
his usual confidence,” Father
Hession noted of the reading that
opens: “If God is for us, who can
be against us? He who did not
spare his own Son but handed
him over for us all, how will he
not also give us everything else
along with him?”
Father Hession said “that confidence (that) the triumph of life
over death is rooted in the central
belief of Christian faith” is the
conviction on which all Christian
faith is built—”that Christ who
passed through death to new life
will, as he promised, lead us
through death to new life as well.”
“We hold the life of Sen.
Kennedy with reverence and respect,” Father Hession contin-

ued. “We also recognize that like
all of us his life has a destiny beyond history, destiny of risen life

in the kingdom of God.”
Later, during the burial service
at Arlington National Cemetery in

Virginia, Cardinal McCarrick,
Washington’s retired archbishop,
read excerpts of letters exchanged
by Kennedy and Pope Benedict
XVI in the last few weeks.
Kennedy, who died late Aug.
25 at the age of 77, stood firmly
on the side of the Catholic
Church on a wide range of issues from immigration reform
to the minimum wage during
his 47 years as a U.S. senator
from Massachusetts. But the
youngest son of one of the nation’s most famous Catholic
families ran into criticism from
leaders of the U.S. Catholic
Church for his stand on abortion. He opposed the PartialBirth Abortion Ban Act, supported Roe v. Wade and was a
chief sponsor of legislation to
limit protests outside abortion
clinics and to permit the use of
federal funds for research projects using fetal tissue.
Kennedy died at 11:30 p.m. at
his Massachusetts home on
Cape Cod after a yearlong battle
with a malignant brain tumor.
His family was at his side, as was
a Catholic priest, Father Patrick
Tarrant.

BRIEFS

US Supreme Court
rules Bridgeport
Diocese must release
sealed abuse records

Father of modern
science, Galileo
challenged the Church
400 years ago

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. (CNS)—
Officials from the Diocese of
Bridgeport said they were disappointed with an Aug. 25 ruling
by the U.S. Supreme Court saying documents from settled
abuse cases should not remain
sealed. After the ruling, made by
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, the
diocese posted a statement on
its Web site saying it intends to
“ask the full U.S. Supreme Court
to review the important constitutional issues that this case
presents.” Ginsburg told attorneys in the case, Rosado v. the
Bridgeport Roman Catholic
Diocesan Corp., Aug. 25 that she
was denying the diocese’s request that the documents remain sealed until the high court
decides whether to take up the
case in the fall. Each of the justices on the Supreme Court has
responsibility for a region of the
country and can issue a ruling in
cases on an emergency basis.
The diocese wants to keep
sealed more than 12,000 pages
of depositions, exhibits and
legal arguments in 23 lawsuits
involving six priests from the
Bridgeport Diocese. Most of the
lawsuits were filed in the mid1990s and they were settled in
2001 by the diocese for undisclosed amounts with the agreement that the settlements and
the documents would remain
sealed.

WASHINGTON (CNS)—When
Galileo Galilei first turned his simple telescope toward Jupiter, the
moon and then the sun nearly 400
years ago, it’s not difficult to imagine how amazed he was. Known as
the father of modern science,
Galileo meticulously recorded the
motions of the four largest satellites of Jupiter and drew images of
Earth’s moon that showed it to be
much more geographically complex than the smooth sphere others imagined. The sun, he concluded, actually revolved; the motion of sunspots proved it. Galileo’s
discoveries in 1609 and 1610—the
result of making improvements to
a device invented by Johannes
Lipperhey, a German spectacles
maker
working
in
the
Netherlands—led to an explosive
growth in astronomy. At a deeper
level, it caused humans to reconsider their place in the universe
and forced the Catholic Church to
confront what it held sacred in its
understanding of God’s creation.
“The great thing about the discoveries is that they really did change
the way we look at the universe,”
said Jesuit Brother Guy Consolmagno, an American working on
the staff of the Vatican Observatory
headquartered in Castel Gandolfo,
Italy, near Rome. “The biggest lesson for people of faith today is to
realize that everything we know is
true, but the universe is far more
complicated than we believe,” he
told Catholic News Service.

CNS PHOTO/BRIAN SNYDER, REUTERS

BOSTON Cardinal Sean P. O'Malley presides over the prayers of
final commendation during the funeral Mass for Sen. Edward M.
Kennedy at the Basilica of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Boston
Aug. 29.

Celebrations begin for
centennial of Blessed
Mother Teresa’s birth
CALCUTTA, India (CNS)—
The Missionaries of Charity
have launched a year of programs celebrating the 2010 centennial of the birth of Blessed
Mother Teresa, the religious
order’s founder who dedicated
her life to serving some of India’s
poorest people. “Mother Teresa’s
birth centenary begins today,”
said retired Archbishop Henry
D’Souza of Calcutta Aug. 26 during a Mass marking what would
have been the 99th birthday of
the devoted caretaker at the
congregation’s motherhouse
chapel, according to the Asian
church news agency UCA News.
Sister Mary Prema, the congregation’s superior general, said
the celebrations would conclude Aug. 26, 2010. During the
centennial year, “the best gift we
can all prepare for Mother’s
100th birthday is our sincere endeavor to be channels of God’s
love and peace to the poor,” she
told a gathering at the motherhouse. Mother Teresa was born
Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu Aug. 26,
1910, into an ethnic Albanian
family in Skopje, in present-day
Macedonia. She came to
Calcutta as a member of the
Institute of the Blessed Virgin
Mary (Loreto nuns) in 1929 and
founded the Missionaries of
Charity in 1950. She died in 1997
and was beatified in 2003.
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USCCB launches Web site to educate
Catholics about missal translation
THE U.S.
CONFERENCE
of Catholic
Bishops has
launched this
new Web site,
www.usccb.org
/romanmissal,
to educate
Catholics
about the
forthcoming
English translation of the
new Roman
Missal, the
book of
prayers used
for Mass.

CNS

WASHINGTON (CNS)—A new Web site
launched Aug. 21 by the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops was produced to educate
Catholics about the forthcoming English
translation of the new Roman Missal, the
book of prayers used for Mass. The site,
www.usccb.org/romanmissal, has background material on the process of development of liturgical texts, sample texts from
the missal, a glossary of terms and answers
to frequently asked questions. Content will
be added regularly over the next several
months, according to an Aug. 21 news release from the USCCB. The bishops’
Committee on Divine Worship hopes the

site will be a central resource for those
preparing to implement the new text, the release said. In the years since the Second
Vatican Council, “we have learned a lot
about the use of the vernacular in the liturgy
and the new texts reflect this new understanding,” said the committee’s chairman,
Bishop Arthur J. Serratelli of Paterson, N.J.,
in a video that welcomes visitors to the site.
“The new texts are understandable, dignified and accurate,” he said. “They not only
strive to make the meaning of the text accessible for the listener, but they also strive to
unearth the biblical and theological richness
of the Latin text.”
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Dominican friars profess vows
Two men lie prostrate with arms
outstretched in the sanctuary of St.
Dominic Church in northwest
Denver. Incense rises in the air
carrying the prayers of the faithful.
The provincial of the Province St.
Albert the Great of the Order of
Preachers, flanked by the master of
novices and the prior of St.
Dominic Priory, asks, “What do
you seek?”
A year ago Brother Raymond
Bryce and Brother Albert Haugen
were asked the same question
when they were admitted into the
Dominican Novitiate that is part of
St. Dominic Parish. Two voices resound, “God’s mercy and yours.”
Brother Raymond, after proudly
serving nine years, left a career as a
pilot in the U.S. Air Force. Brother

Albert completed his PhD. studies
in philosophy from the University
of Missouri-Columbia. On Sunday
evening, Aug. 9 at Solemn Vespers,
they professed a vow of obedience,
promising to place their lives in
God’s providence through the
Dominican Order and to live a life
of celibate chastity and poverty.
Brother Raymond and Brother
Albert have completed the novitiate under the direction of their
novice master Dominican Father
Louis Morrone. They are now incorporated into the Order of
Preachers—commonly known as
the Dominicans.
The novitiate is a canonical
year of discernment, a time to
study and experience the religious life—a life of poverty,

Priests

“The trip was very long, more than
1,000 kilometers (622 miles), but it
was a great joy for us. For more
than 20 years, we hadn’t seen a
priest or a confessional! The pastor
of our town was elderly and had
been in jail for the past 10 years because of his faith. When I arrived
there (to Bishkek) I was given the
keys to the church in order than I
could have several long hours of
Adoration. I had never thought
that I could be that close to the
tabernacle. Full of joy, I got down
on my knees, and I kissed it.”
Anna’s prayer during those difficult years had been: “Lord, give us
a new priest. Give us holy
Communion!”
Vocations come from heaven.
They are a grace for which we
must ask incessantly. As the well
known prayer for priests says:
“Divine Jesus, Holy Priest who is
the life of the Church, see how
great is the harvest and how few
the laborers. Grant us priestly vocations. … For there are a great
many souls in need of priests,
souls who languish and are far
away from you, and many others
who are lost for good. Give us
priests, Lord, and multiply these
vocations which are your consolation.”

From Page 1
“Pray, therefore, to the Master of
the harvest” also implies that we
cannot “produce” vocations; they
must come from God. We cannot
recruit people for the priesthood,
as can be done for other professions, by means of a well-organized advertising campaign or by
certain strategies. To ask this of the
Master of the harvest means to
pray for it above all else, moving
one’s heart to say, “Do this, please.
Awaken your men. Enkindle in
them an enthusiasm and joy for
the Gospel.” “We shall,” as Pope
Benedict XVI says, “move the heart
of God.”

Priests are a gift
The experience of a woman
named Anna Stang helps us to understand the marvelous gift of
contact with the presence of a
priest or the immense pain of not
being near one. Anna lived under
the Communist persecution and
tells of its unraveling in 1965 when
a church was built in Bishkek,
Kyrgystan. She traveled there with
a friend in order to go to Mass.

DOMINICAN
friars
Brother
Raymond
Bryce, left,
with novice
master
Father
Louis
Marrone,
and Brother
Albert
Haugen.

PHOTO PROVIDED

friars and with God.
The newly professed brothers
received their first formal assignment at their profession and have
been assigned to St. Dominic
Priory in St. Louis, Mo., and will
begin studies at Aquinas Institute
of Theology. They will continue
their formation for the next six
years.
“Please pray for these brothers,
for all young men and women in
formation, and for all discerning
religious life,” urged Father
Morrone.
The Dominicans have staffed St.
Dominic Church, located at 29th
Avenue and Federal Boulevard in
northwest Denver, since 1889. For
more information on the
Dominicans and religious life,
contact Father Morrone at 303477-4219 or online at: www.domcentral.org.

chastity, and obedience— a year
of studying Dominican history
and spirituality, a year to grow

and prosper as a human being
and grow in faith, and most important a year of prayer with the

Pray that priests may be holy

is my Body,” and “I absolve you of
your sins.” He is the “I” of Jesus. It is
not of a man, but without this man
(the priest) these words would
never again resonate on earth.
Priests ought to be holy because
they “touch” that very God made
Host, Pardon, and Salvation. That
is why Pope Benedict XVI asked:
“Father, may it be that many and
holy vocations to the priesthood
arise among Christians, who will
maintain and enliven the faith and
conserve the pleasing memory of
your son Jesus through the proclamation of your word and through
the administration of the sacraments through which your renew
your faithful. Give us holy ministers of the altar who will be fervent
guardians of the Eucharist, that
sacrament of the supreme gift of
Christ for the redemption of the
world. Call ministers to your
mercy, which, through the sacrament of reconciliation, will outpour the joy of your pardon.”
But these men who are charged
with such a holy ministry continue
to be men, human beings. “God elevated humanity in the priesthood, without changing the humanity of the priest,” noted St.
Albert Hurtado. The man whom
God calls to this divine mission, a

mission completely disproportionate to the human instrument
he is, experiences temptation,
human frailty, and the brokenness
of the human condition as any
other man would. The prayers of
the faithful sustain the priest in his
struggle for perseverance in the
holy service of the priestly ministry
not withstanding the difficulties
and crosses that the priestly life
may present.
To pray for priests so that there
may never be a shortage of priestly vocations in the Church, that
each priest may be a holy minister
of the mysteries of God, and that
every priest may persevere in his
sacerdotal identity and ministry is
the universal call of this Year for
Priests inaugurated by His
Holiness Benedict XVI on June 19.
It is the duty of every Catholic.
May the prayer of Pope John
Paul II on Holy Thursday 2004 be
ours: “Mother of Christ the High
Priest, intercede for us always, so
that there may be many and holy
vocations, faithful and generous
ministers of the altar.”

strength of the Catholic life,’ he
said. “I was entirely drawn to the
movement and having considered the priestly vocation in the
past and really being ultimately
convinced that this is what I was
called to I found my way to fulfill
that vocation in the Fraternity of
St. Charles Borromeo.”
St. Charles Borromeo was born
Oct. 2, 1538. The nephew of Pope
Pius IV, Charles served as secretary of state and administrator to
the see of Milan. He was responsible for the establishment of
seminaries, colleges and communities for the education of candidates for holy orders. Following
decrees at the Council of Trent,
which suggested simplifying
church interiors, Borromeo
cleared cathedrals of ornate
tombs, rich ornaments, banners,
and arms. Some of these reforms
were met with opposition from
several religious groups, particu-

larly the order known as
Humiliati (Brothers of Humility).
Some members of that society
formed a conspiracy against his
life, and a shot was fired at him in
the archiepiscopal chapel. His
survival was considered miraculous. He is the patron saint of
learning and the arts.
Although having been pastor at
Nativity for a short time, Father
Carvill is looking forward to
working with the people in his
community. He calls the parish
extraordinarily beautiful.
“The community of faith is a
very healthy and strong one, I’m
very edified by what I see here
and the previous pastor left an
administration that’s in impeccable order,” he said. “Recently, I
was speaking with a fellow priest
from another diocese describing
the situation and the parish and
he said I had pretty much a
dream situation.”

We must also pray for the holiness of priests. The priestly ministry is the highest of ministries,
comprised of all graces and divine
salvation. “Oh, how great is the
priest! If he were to realize this, he
would die," asserted St. John
Vianney, the Cure (pastor) of Ars.
"But God obeys him," he continued. "At the pronouncement of
two words Our Lord comes down
from Heaven at the sound of his
voice and encloses himself in a
tiny host. … If the sacrament of
holy orders were to disappear, we
would not have the Lord.” St.
Albert Hurtado, also a priest, declared: “If there are no priests,
there are no sacraments. If there
are no sacraments, there is no
grace. And if there is no grace,
there is no heaven, and in this life,
hatred would be the bitterness of a
love that could not orient itself toward anything because of the lack
of the ministry of love which a
priest embodies.”
The ministry of a priest is a divine work, not a human one. That
which he administers is the gift
and grace of God. He is the only
person on earth who can work “in
the person of Christ” and say, “This

Order
From Page 3
the missionary vocation.
“The mission has to be understood in the context of Pope John
Paul II’s call for a re-evangelization,” he said. “We’re missionaries in the sense that we respond
to the pope’s invitation. And that
is why there are now missionaries
in Broomfield. Today, we are
spread across the world with 100
priests in our society now in
Siberia, Africa, Europe, North and
South America. Worldwide it is
small, but it is a growing movement.”
Father Carvill encountered
Communion and Liberation
while working as a computer programmer in Brussels, Belgium.
This was the first step in a journey
that led to his ordination in 1990.
“I encountered the vigor and

Father Jorge Rodríguez is vice
rector of the Denver Archdiocese’s
St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary.
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Religious Sisters of Mercy to offer vocation discernment retreat for women
BY SISTER KAROL MARIE
HANEY, R.S.M.

The parents of Sister Miriam
MacLean, a Religious Sister of
Mercy of Alma, Mich., had an
“inkling” early on that their only
child had a calling to religious life.
“When she was 9 years old, we
were planning a trip to
Disneyworld,” recalled Sister
Miriam’s mother, Kathleen. “She
told us she would rather go to
France to see where St. Therese of
Lisieux lived and died. We took her
there and also included Lourdes in
our pilgrimage. It was a wonderful
trip.”
Her daughter’s vocation has
continued to lead Kathleen, and
her husband, Joe, on adventures—
adventures kindled by the blessings they have received through
their daughter’s call.
“When announcing to family
and friends about her vocation, I
used to say, ‘It’s a blessing and a
curse’—being that she was our
only child and all,” said Kathleen.
“She overheard me once and said,
‘Mom, don’t say that. It’s only a
blessing!’
“I took her advice, thinking to
myself, that when my life was over,
I would receive those blessings
from the Lord. Little did I know
that her vocation was just the beginning of blessings on top of
blessings for my husband and me.”
Those blessings, Kathleen
added, included gaining six
daughters—the Religious Sisters of
Mercy of Alma in Denver. But there
have been others.
“When our daughter detached
from all her earthly possessions, it
inspired us to do the same. We
would never have had the courage
to quit our jobs and travel around
the country for several months if
we were concerned with material
things,” Kathleen said. “It was that
adventuresome spirit and total
trust in the Lord that brought us
out here to Colorado.”
The MacLeans chose Colorado

KATHLEEN
MacLean
and her
daughter,
Sister
Miriam
MacLean,
R.S.M.

PHOTO PROVIDED

as their new home because of the
beauty. They had yet to find jobs
or realize that a local community
of her daughter’s religious order
lived in Denver. Kathleen, a professionally trained musician, is
now celebrating a year of working
as the organist for the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception and has just begun as
a vocal instructor for the seminarians at St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary. Joe is operations manager for FedEx National in
Henderson and works some weekends driving for Aim National
Lease in Loveland.
“I imagined having a daughter
that followed what she thought
God was calling her do, no matter
what that calling may be,” Joe said.
“I tried not to stress the tangible
things of the world but rather encouraged her to set her sights on
praying for God’s grace and catching glimpses of what heaven is like
during her pilgrimage here on
earth. I can think of nothing that
gives us more joy than seeing our
daughter live in peace and work
toward increasing her own love in
Jesus Christ.”
Sister Miriam is joining Sister
Gilmary Kay, vocation director for
the Religious Sisters of Mercy in directing a vocational discernment

retreat Sept. 25-27 at the Cabrini
Shrine, 20189 Cabrini Blvd. in
Golden. The retreat, “Be Holy as I
am Holy” (Lev 11:44), will be a time
of exploring more deeply the vocations for women, with an emphasis on the religious vocation.
The retreatants will experience
the prayer life of the religious sisters, including holy Mass, adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, and
the Liturgy of the Hours. The
sacrament of confession and time
to meet individually with a sister
will be available as well as opportunities to learn about the charism
of the Religious Sisters of Mercy,
the vows made in religious life, and
the unique fourth vow the
Religious Sisters of Mercy make of
service to the poor, sick and ignorant (often lived through their
apostolates in health care and education). A married couple, Mercy
and Sergio Gutierrez, will also
share their inspiring witness of the
married vocation.
Two of the young women who
attended the retreat hosted by the
sisters last year will further explore
a religious vocation this month.
Courtney Elder, 24, a recent convert to the Catholic faith and a
graduate of Colorado Christian
University, entered the sisters’ prepostulancy class at their convent

25-year deacons honored

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

ON AUG. 10 deacons
of the Denver
Archdiocese were
honored with a Mass
in Christ the King
Chapel of the John
Paul II Center in south
Denver and ordination anniversaries
were recognized in
five-year increments
at a dinner following
the liturgy. Above,
seven deacons marking 25 years pose for
a photo with their
wives and Archbishop
Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap. In other
news, on Aug. 18, 10
men in formation for
the diaconate were
installed to the ministry of reader.

in Breuberg, Germany, on Sept. 1.
Katie Polakovic, 22, a native of
Colorado and graduate of
Providence College in Rhode
Island, will enter the postulancy
class beginning at the sisters’
Motherhouse in Alma, Mich., on
Sept. 8.
Kathleen MacLean remembers
clearly what her daughter experienced as she became confident in
the desire to enter religious life.
“I asked her ‘How do you really
know? Did something come over
you?’” Kathleen recalled. “She answered so simply: ‘Yes—peace.’”
Women ages 18-35 interested in
attending the retreat may contact
Sister Karol Marie Haney, R.S.M.,
at 303-715-3275 (day), 303-7654592 (evening) or send e-mail to:

WOMEN’S DISCERNMENT
RETREAT
Title: “Be Holy as I am Holy”
When: 5 p.m. Sept. 25-1 p.m.
Sept. 27
Who: Women ages 18-35
Where: Stone House of the
Cabrini Shrine, Golden
Cost: $20
RSVP: By Sept. 16 to 303-7153275 (day), 303-765-4592
(evening) or e-mail
sister.haney@archden.org

sister.haney@archden.org. Space
is limited. Registration deadline:
Sept. 16.
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New
church
doors
mark
New face heads archdiocesan office
Greely church’s 100 years

The new director of
Insurance
and
Risk
Management
for
the
Archdiocese of Denver is James
Kreger. The native of Waterloo,
Iowa, began his job in April after
longtime director Rose Mary
Nelson retired.
Previously, Kreger worked
for Leprino Foods in Denver

for 20 years where his duties
include managing operations
of the risk-control and insurance programs.
A graduate of St. Mary
University in Winona, Minn,
and Regis University in Denver,
Kreger and his wife Nancy are
members of St. Mary Parish in
Littleton. The couple has two

children. In his spare time,
Kreger enjoys restoring old automobiles, but admits that he
doesn’t devote as much time as
he’d like to his hobby. He said he
is enjoying working for the
Denver Archdiocese.
“The overall atmosphere
and the people I work with; it’s
just the best,” he said.

PHOTO PROVIDED

NEW DOORS at St. Peter Church in Greeley depict Jesus handing
the keys of the Church to the apostle Peter. St. Peter Church is in
the background.
On June 27 Auxiliary Bishop
James D. Conley celebrated Mass
to honor the 100th anniversary of
St. Peter Church in Greeley, part
of a yearlong celebration to acknowledge the milestone. Other
events held throughout the year
have included dances, dinners
and the creation of new front
doors for the church.
During a meeting of the anniversary planning committee
at St. Peter’s, the suggestion was
put forth by pastor Father Rocco
Porter that an appropriate way
to mark the occasion would be
to create new church doors, according to anniversary committee member Agnes Schmerge.
“We had a selection committee go over several possibilities,”

Schmerge said. “They eventually chose Longmont artist Mario
Miguel Echevarria who created
the work.”
Echevarria’s design shows
Christ giving the keys of the
Church to St. Peter.
The 7-foot-high, 135-pound
doors are done in bas-relief, a
style in which the sculptured
artwork is raised from the surrounding surface. The artwork
is made of high-fire ceramic tiles
covered with an acrylic-based
metallic coating. The doors
were dedicated on New Year’s
Eve during an anticipated Mass
of the solemnity of Mary, Mother
of God. They have been a point
of pride to parishioners since
their unveiling.
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Windows to the Divine
art show set Oct. 3-23
Exhibit at Madden Museum
to benefit vocations
More than 400 people, including 100-plus
artists and religious, are expected to attend
the gala opening and reception of the
Windows to the Divine art exhibition and
sale set 7:30 p.m. Oct. 3 at the Madden
Museum of Art in Greenwood Village.
Windows to the Divine is the focal point of
the sixth Fra Angelico Celebration of Art &
Spirituality, which will run Oct. 3-23 at the
Madden Museum of Art.
The Fra Angelico Celebration of Art &
Spirituality is sponsored by the Colorado
Dominican Vocation Foundation, a nonprofit organization that promotes the vocations of the priesthood and the artist, and
encourages dialogue between people of different faiths about art and spirituality.
“(It) is designed to celebrate the Spirit in
the visual arts and the legacy of Fra
Angelico, a famous painter of the
Renaissance and a member of the
Dominican Order in the 15th century,”
said event chair Shannon Robinson.
The Windows to the Divine exhibit is
one-of-a-kind in the breadth and spectrum of work shown as “spiritual art.”
Significantly, the show appeals to a broad
audience because the content of the works
is not confined to explicitly religious or sacred subjects, but also includes landscapes, figures, still-life, contemporary,
and traditional ethnographic. Many spiritual paths are represented, including
artists from the Christian, Jewish and
Native American traditions.
Artists in the show include well recognized mainstream artists whose work is
known to the public and collectors, including the works of renowned artists such as
Kim English, Scott Fraser, Tammy Garcia,
Albert Handell, William Hook, Quang Ho,
Ramon Kelley, Lynn Kircher, Ray Knaub,
Emilio Lobato, Karol Mack, Don Sahli,
Daniel Sprick, and Nancy Switzer. The
show will also feature the works of a number of Southwest Art Magazine’s 21 Under
31 artists such as Lu Cong, Sean Conrad,
and Trent Gudmundsen.
One of the highlights of the gala opening
is the presentation of the Fra Angelico
Artist of the Year Award which is given
every two years to a master artist who inspires the community with his or her work
and his or her service to the art world. In
2007, the award was presented to Quang
Ho. In 2009, the Fra Angelico award will be
presented to Ramon Kelley.
Ramon Kelley is an internationally
renowned artist who is best known for his
southwestern figurative and still-life works
in pastel, oil, watercolor and acrylic media.
For more than 40 years, Kelley has been recognized and honored by innumerable arts
organizations, institutions and publications.
In 1985, the Pastel Society of America designated Kelley a Master Pastelist, and in 1986,
Kelley was elected to the Pastel Hall of Fame
by the Pastel Society of America, New York
City. In 1990, Kelley was elected to the
Colorado Institute of Art Hall of Fame.
Kelley’s career began with a scholarship
to the Colorado Institute of Art. Inspired by
the works of the great masters of the
Renaissance whose works he studied in
Europe’s Italian and Spanish museums dur-

“BLESSED ARE THE MEEK” by Ben
McPherson

WINDOWS TO THE DIVINE
What: Gala opening art exhibit and sale
When: 7:30 p.m. Oct. 3
Where: The Madden Museum of Art, 6363
S. Fiddler’s Green Cir., Greenwood Village
Information: visit www.cdvf.org (upcoming
events) or call 303-679-1365

ing his four years of service in the U.S. Navy,
Kelley learned the value of meticulous drawing. Kelley’s remarkable ability to capture
the essence of a subject in a portrait and his
lush interplay of light and color in all of his
works have earned him an outstanding reputation and following among collectors, critics, colleagues and students.
Kelley’s service to the art world is most notable in his generous and enthusiastic sharing of his hard earned knowledge with aspiring artists through apprenticeships, workshops and books that he has written such as
“The Five Essentials in Every Powerful
Painting” (2001). As an enthusiastic and patient teacher, Kelley has touched the lives of
many young artists and future generations,
including his two sons, Benjamin and
Adam. Sharing his passion, keen insight and
discipline, Ramon and Benjamin work sideby-side in their father-son shared studio in
Denver. As long-time residents of Denver,
the Kelley family has been and continues to
be a powerful presence in the regional and
national art scenes.
On Oct. 15, for the first time, the
Colorado Dominican Vocation Foundation
will host the Windows to the Divine High
School Art Competition at the Madden.
Scholarships and art supplies will be
awarded to the winning school. On Oct.
22, the foundation will host an interfaith
adult program at the Madden titled “Art as
Prayer: Windows to the Divine.”
Ticket prices for the Oct. 3 Windows to the
Divine art exhibit and sale range from $50 to
$250 per person. For more information visit
online at www.cdvf.org (upcoming events)
or contact Shannon
Robinson at 303-679-1365 or Rev. Louis
Morrone, O.P., at 303-477-4219.
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Concert
proceeds help
to open Catholic
school in Ghana
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School’s play host to fall festivals and sundry fundraisers
As the academic year begins,
the Catholic schools of northern
Colorado look forward not only
to working with students, but to
the necessary tradition known as
fundraising. From selling wrapping paper to sponsoring galas,
the schools invite parents, friends
and alumni to support Catholic
education by taking part in the
many activities that benefit the
schools. Below is a list of some of
the
upcoming
fundraising
events. For detailed information
on any of the events, call the
number provided.

All Souls, Englewood
303-789-2155
The annual Reverse Raffle will
PHOTO BY JULIE FILBY/DCR be held from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m.
HAZEL MILLER
Oct.16. The evening includes dinner, entertainment and live aucThis month a Catholic school tion. Cost is $50 for dinner, $50
will open in Ghana, West Africa, for each raffle ticket.
due in part to help from Catholics
Annunciation / 303-295-2515
in the Denver Archdiocese.
The Annual Fall Fiesta will be
On July 11 local jazz icon Hazel
Miller entertained more than 800 held Oct. 3 at the school. Fiesta
guests with her powerful voice and includes games, delicious food
fun-loving personality at a benefit and a raffle featuring a $500 cash
concert to raise money for the prize.
Leadership
Academy
in Assumption / 303-288-2159
Along with community busiAkokoamong, Ghana. The concert
also featured blues artist Corey nesses the school will be hosting
Harris and African drum group Welby Days from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Sept 19. Activities include vendor
Koffi Toudji & Friends.
According to Loretto Sister Lydia booths, children’s booths, a comPeña, who coordinated the event at bination Flea Market/Farmers
the Teikyo Loretto Heights Theatre, Market and demonstrations by the
sponsorships and ticket sales fire department.
Blessed Sacrament
raised $180,000.
“We are thankful to the Denver 303-377-8835
community,” said Sister Peña.
The annual October Blessed, the
“Especially during these difficult annual fall party will feature bevereconomic times.”
ages, grilled items and fellowship
Akokoamong’s
Leadership on Sept. 27.
Academy is a joint effort between Bishop Machebeuf High School
Denver’s Sisters of Loretto and 303-344-0082
Ghana’s Daughters of the Most
The annual 5K Family Fun Run
Blessed Trinity.
will be held on Sept. 20 at the
Daughters of the Most Blessed school. All ages and abilities are
Trinity Sister Frances Emily Owusu welcome. More information on
Ansah and Sister Veronica the event is available by calling the
Adomako-Manu traveled to Denver school office.
for the show. They shared items
Christ the King / 303-321-2123
needed for the school by distributA live and silent auction will be
ing “wish lists” to concert-goers.
the centerpiece of the annual Fall
Items on the list varied from a 50Fest on Nov 6. Music, hors d’oeucent book to a $25,000 school bus.
vres and a raffle will round out the
The sisters will continue to supevent.
port children in Akokoamong by
raising funds to sponsor academy Good Shepherd / 303-321-6231
Find anything and everything
students. Annual tuition is $300 per
you can imagine at the annual Tag
student.
Robert Weber, parishioner at All Sale, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sept. 12.
Souls, attended the concert and Holy Family High School
was so moved he committed to a 303-410-1411
recurring semi-annual donation.
The public is invited to the an“I was so impressed with the nual all-community fun run to be
Ghana project and the concert,” held at the school on Sept. 7. A
Weber said. “I signed up to donate kid’s run (The Tiger Tail) will be
twice a year, in January and July.”
held as well. Registration begins at
The school is set to be opened this 7:30 a.m. and all participants will
month. The dedication will be Nov. receive a free t-shirt. Also on the
21. Local Loretto sisters will travel to calendar is the annual Christmas
Ghana to join the Daughters of the tree and wreath sale which begins
Blessed Trinity for the dedication.
Nov. 2.
To make a donation to the Holy Trinity, Westminster
Leadership Academy send a check 303-427-5632
payable to “Sisters of Loretto,”
In addition to the chocolate bar
Ghana Project, Loretto Offices, sale, which begins on Sept. 4, the
4000 S. Wadsworth Blvd., Littleton, annual school auction is slated for
Colo. 80123. Visit www.lorettocom- Nov. 14.
munity.org.

A STUDENT
at Guardian
Angels
School is
hard at work
in this
Denver
Catholic
Register file
photo from
August
2008.

Jamboree Oct. 18. The event will
feature children’s carnival, silent
auction and spaghetti dinner so
come hungry.

St. Louis, Louisville
303-666-6220
People interested in saving a
dollar or two should be on the
lookout for students from St. Louis
who will be selling Gold C books,
which feature deals on restaurants,
entertainment and travel.

St. Mary, Greeley
970-353-8100
Loyola / 303-355-9900
No school year at Loyola would
be complete without the annual
pie sale. Students will be taking orders later this month with delivery
set for shortly thereafter.

Most Precious Blood
303-757-1279
Although their big fundraiser
won’t take place until much later in
the year, the students are already
at work selling magazine subscriptions.

Nativity of Our Lord, Broomfield
303-466-4177
The students will be calling
friends and family as they begin
the annual rite of selling entertainment books (also known as Ebooks). Meantime, a festive gala to
benefit school and parish is slated
for February.

Notre Dame / 303-935-3549
On Oct. 2, the annual Fall
Festival will get underway. The
day-long event includes family entertainment, carnival with game
booths, food, raffle, auctioning of
gift baskets and a chili cook off.

Our Lady of Fatima, Lakewood
303-233-2500
Currently selling World’s Finest
chocolate bars, the school is looking forward to the Sundancer Gala
on Oct. 24, a benefit for the school
that includes a dance and auction.

Our Lady of Lourdes
303-722-7525
The annual fundraising dinner
known as the Flame of Faith will be
held at 6p.m. on Sept. 19.

Presentation of Our Lady
303-629-6562, Ext 12
A monthly fundraising breakfast
is served every first Sunday from 9
a.m. until noon (except September
when it will be the third Sunday).
Students invite the public to enjoy
a delicious breakfast and support
the school.

Sacred Heart of Jesus, Boulder
303-477-2362
Everyone is invited to a night of
fun at the annual October Fair
Spooktacular. The family friendly
evening includes games, food and
fun for all ages.

St. Anthony / 970-522-7567
There is something for everyone
who comes out for St. Anthony’s
Annual Gala. Come play the
games, compete for great prizes
and perhaps take home a $10,000
grand prize.

St. Bernadette, Lakewood
303-237-0401
A favorite with the sweet tooth of
every parent, chocolate bar sales
will get underway this week, but
parishioners are also looking forward to the craft fair that will be
held on Oct. 3.

St. Catherine of Siena
303-477-8035
On Sept. 26, the Party of the
Century and Silent Auction to benefit St. Catherine of Siena School
will be held at 7 p.m. For more information on this event, call 720275-8468. In addition, parishioners, alumni and friends are invited to the parish yard sale, set
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sept. 29.

St. Francis de Sales
303-744-7231
Everything from household
items to books and movies can be
found at the Back-to- School yard
sale Sept. 26 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

St. James / 303-333-8275
It’s a taste of Italy at this year’s
Italian Festival Nov. 7 featuring
Italian food, a fun run, booths,
games, music and dancing.
Students will be on hand taking orders for Christmas trees as well.

St. John the Baptist, Longmont
303-776-8760
Students will be out it force looking for all those who enjoy reading
as the annual magazine subscription drive is now underway.

St. John the Evangelist,
Loveland / 970-635-5830
Fundraisers at the school are
keeping busy as several things are
showing up on the calendar, including a wine tasting event, assembling a cookbook featuring
recipes of parishioners and parents and, in October, a Halloween
carnival.

St. Joseph, Fort Collins
970-484-1171
On Nov. 7 the school will be
hosting the annual Spirit 2009, featuring delicious food, beverages
and entertainment as well as both
silent and live auctions. The event
will be held at St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Church. Tickets are $50 per
person. More information is available by calling the school office.

St. Louis, Englewood
303-762-8307
It promises to be a fun-filled
event this year as the public is invited to attend the annual Fall

The children’s carnival, which is
part of the annual fall festival; a big
helping of fun and games for the
kids coming up in November;
games and excitement as money is
raised for the school.

St. Mary, Littleton
303-798-2375
Sept. 20 is the date of the 2009
Harvest Festival, which begins
with an alumni Mass. Come be
part of the carnival or try your luck
at some of the games. A cake walk
and duck pond will also be featured as well as a band, bingo and
hay rides.

Sts. Peter and Paul, Wheat
Ridge / 303-424-0402
A yard sale is set for Sept. 12.
There will be lots to choose from
so don’t miss it. And on Nov. 11,
the school will be hosting a
Fabulous 50s dinner dance, which
will include a silent auction.

St. Rose of Lima
303-733-5806
Students will be looking for anyone wishing to sponsor them in
the annual Fall Lap Day. Taking
pledges, the students then earn
money for the school by running
laps. Family, friends, businesses
and alumni are encouraged to be
part of this event.

St. Stephen, Glenwood Springs
970-945-7746
For the duffers, a golf tournament has been scheduled for
Sept.12 but the children will get
their chance as well on Sept 26 as
the school’s annual Wild West
Festival gets under way. Food, fun
and games, including the all exciting mutton busting competition.

St. Therese, Aurora
303-364-7494
The annual Alumni Dinner and
Auction is scheduled for Nov. 8.
Obtain more information by contacting the school office.

St. Thomas More, Centennial
303-770-0441
The MANE event, the annual
fundraiser, will be held Nov. 14 at
the school. Celebration includes a
silent and live auction, dinner and
raffle. Those who wish to attend
are urged to call the school early
and make a reservation.

St. Vincent de Paul
303-777-3812
The Fall Festival will be held
Sept. 19 from noon to 10 p.m. at
the school. They’ll have a chili
cook off, a pig roast, games and
prizes, hay rides, pie judging contest, climbing wall and lots more.
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Theology of the Body
Croagh Patrick: icon of Irish Catholic faith event set Sept. 19
THE GOOD NEWS ON YOUTH
BY CHRISTOPHER STEFANICK

dom in Ireland, the island nation was barraged by Viking
Speaking at a youth rally in raids. Centuries of attack on
Ireland this past summer was Irish faith, language and culture
one of the greatest
from England folhonors I’ve ever relowed. Through it all
ceived in ministry. For
Catholic Ireland dug
one weekend I got to
in its heels and stood
be a part of evangeas firm as Croagh
lization in the place
Patrick.
my faith and my blood
The new enemy to
find their roots.
Irish faith is different,
The site most inthough, not coming in
delibly etched into my
the form of frontal atmemory is Croagh
tack but the seduction
CHRISTOPHER
Patrick
(Patrick’s
of materialism, conSTEFANICK
Mountain),
where
venience and the neoIrish land and spirit
hedonism of Europe.
meet and crescendo into a huge A perfect snapshot of this seducgranite peak. Once regarded as tion happened when a mining
a Mount Olympus for pagan company had the audacity to
gods by the Celtic people, it is explore Croagh Patrick in the
now one of the most sacred 1980s and found traces of gold.
places in Christian Europe. In the eloquent understating of
More than 1,600 years ago, St. the Irish, Mayo County Council
Patrick climbed this mountain ruled that the gold was “fine
to fast and pray for 40 days and where it was.” Thank God.
to claim Ireland for Christ. His
Over the past 30 years Ireland
path has been followed by has risen among European nacountless pilgrims since.
tions in wealth and power, but
I was there for the weekend of its rock-solid foundation of faith
Reek Sunday (the last Sunday of has concurrently weakened.
July) when tens of thousands Mass attendance has plummetmake the pilgrimage every year. ed from 90 percent in the late
It’s no easy journey. The Croagh 70s to 25 percent today. Suicide
looks like someone took the top rates have reached an all-time
of a pyramid-shaped “fourteen- high. STD’s are on the rise as
er” (if you’re not from Colorado well. There is a growing crisis in
that’s our affectionate term for a meaning and hope in Ireland, as
mountain over 14,000 feet) and in the whole western world.
plopped it down on the coast in
Despite this cultural decline,
rural Ireland.
it was amazing to see how
Young and old, in shape and Catholicism remains central to
out of shape, some barefoot for Ireland’s national identity.
penance trudge over slippery, Some of the secular papers I
jagged rocks to the peak as their read there have so many referancestors had since St. Patrick ences to the Church they looked
made his famous ascent. Not like diocesan papers in the
surprisingly, helicopters are reg- United States. Abortion is still ilularly called in for rescue. I legal. And Ireland has remained
asked several people what the a final stronghold against some
significance was of that particu- of the morally liberal initiatives
lar Sunday. “I don’t know,” was of the European Union.
the reply. But they trudged on!
Croagh Patrick is a perfect
icon of Irish Catholicism. The
massive granite rock stands out
in stark opposition to the surrounding landscape. It is constantly barraged by fast moving
storms, shrouded in fog, struck
by lightening, ever fighting with
the sky, but there it stands unmoved through the millennia.
So it is with Irish faith. It blossomed in the midst of a violent
pagan world. Despite the claims
of “born-again pagans,” raping
and pillaging was common
practice, life was short, often
ending violently and all traces of
charity were notably lacking before Ireland became Christian.
Patrick, like many missionaries,
brought civilization when he
brought Christ.
Patrick found himself the constant object of spells, curses and
death threats. Not long after
Christendom replaced pagan-

But the holy stubbornness
that saved Ireland from past enemies won’t save her from this
one for long. The ability to dig in
your heels doesn’t help you
stand your ground against seduction—only clinging to what
matters most. Thankfully, in the
midst of the new storms battering Irish culture, it’s not hard to
find countless faithful clinging
to Christ with a new fervor.
Ecclesial movements are blossoming. Significant youth ministry efforts are underway. There
is a surge in vocations. Thirtysix men, many of them young,
are entering seminary this year.
Perpetual adoration was recently started in more than 400
parishes. The rally where I
spoke at the Knock Shrine drew
over
500
young
people.
Thousands were packed into the
shrine for Sunday Mass. Their
voices filled the church as they
sang, belting out the words,
“Golden Rose, Queen of Ireland
… Lady of Knock, my Queen of
Peace.”
Unlike some other European
countries hope is not yet lost for
the Catholic culture that civilized Ireland and from there
much of northern Europe.
Perhaps renewal will come for
Europe from that little island
nation once again. If this new
surge of faith doesn’t win back
the heart of Irish culture it’s only
a matter of time before Croagh
Patrick is mined. But for now
there is reason to hope that the
“Golden Rose” will remain forever the Queen of Ireland.
Speaker
and
author
Christopher Stefanick is director
of Youth, Young Adult and
Campus Ministry for the Denver
Archdiocese. Visit www.chrisstefanick.com.

The Mile-High Theology of the
Body event is set for 8:30 a.m.4:30 p.m. Sept. 19 at Christ the
King Church in Denver.
Everyone, married and single, is
invited to come and explore in a
more in-depth way, Pope John
Paul
II’s,
“Love
and
Responsibility.” The event will
feature an array of speakers:
Edward Sri, professor of theology and Scripture at the
Augustine Institute; Mary Beth
Bonacci,
world-renowned
speaker and writer; Father
Thomas Loya, S.T.B., pastor of
Annunciation of Mother of God
Byzantine Catholic Church in
Chicago who speaks nationally
on theology of the body; and
Anastasia Northrop, founder
and president of Theology of the
Body International Alliance.
The day will include lectures

and panel discussions.
Christ the King Church is located at 830 Elm St. Registration
is $59 until Sept. 4, $69 after.
Price includes breakfast and
catered lunch. Discounts are
available for full-time students
and married couples.
That evening participants are
invited to relax and enjoy the
Manhattan Swing Band at the
Wings Over the Rockies Air and
Space Museum, 7711 E.
Academy Blvd. in Denver. The
evening will include a reception
and guided tours of the aerospace exhibits. Tickets for the
dance are $49 through Sept. 4,
$55 after. A package deal for
both events is available for just
$99. More information is available online at www.milehigh2009.theologyofthebody.net
or by calling 303-543-7867.
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Seven ways to love each child individually
BY LYNN DEAN

I remember when I was expecting my second baby. I would look
down at my toddler and wonder
how I could love another child as
much as I loved her. The depth of
the feeling I had for her had come
as a surprise to me. The love and
bond I felt were stronger than the
love I had for my parents, sister,
and, in some ways, even my husband. I just could not imagine loving another child as much, and as
deeply, as I loved my first. But I did.
When I was pregnant again,
many people questioned my decision to have a third child. How
would I be able to give my children
all the material things our society
values so? But I knew that it wasn’t
the material things that a child
needed to grow and thrive, it was
love. And by that time, I knew I had
enough love to give them all.
Indeed I love each child with as
much passion as I had once loved
only one. But, I love each child individually. You can too! If you are
expecting a second or third child
and are wondering how you will
ever find time and love for each of
your children, the following tips
might help.

Tips
1. Recognize that each child is
an individual in his or her own
right. Differences become readily
apparent, even in infancy.
Celebrate those differences. If Sally
shows an interest in physical activities, encourage her interest by
providing balls, jump ropes and
other opportunities to allow her to
excel. If Johnny shows an interest
in reading, buy him a variety of
books on topics that fascinate him.
If Mary has tried broccoli several
times and just can’t stand it, respect that. After all there are foods
you don’t like, right?

Parenting
From Page 2
“When a child chooses a different
denomination, it can make parents feel like they failed.”
When Rivera, a cradle Catholic,
was a student at the University of
Colorado at Boulder, Protestant
Christians on campus reached out
to him.
“I was ‘looking for love in all the
wrong places,’” he said. “I didn’t
think the Church was the place I
could get what was looking for.
What I really wanted was the love
of Jesus (fully present in the
Eucharist)—I just didn’t know it
yet.”
He ended up leaving the
Catholic Church and spending the
next 10 years in Protestant ministry. Eventually Rivera discovered
his Protestant community couldn’t
provide the depth he craved.
“For me, the Protestant community did a better job of getting the
message across that God wanted to
be in a personal relationship with
me,” he said. “But it didn’t have

2. Share their dreams and aspirations. If your son likes baseball,
watch a few games with him. If he
collects baseball cards, keep your
eye out for bargains and celebrate
with him when he finds the coveted one. If your daughter loves
dolls, spend time with her making
doll clothes, and creating a comfy
bed or cuddly blanket. If your son
adores flowers, plant a garden with
him. Marvel with him as they grow
and flourish. If your daughter loves
bugs, buy her books on insects.
Catch one in a jar, examine it from
head-to-toe and then let it go.
What they will learn is that their
passions are your passions.
3. Resist the urge to compare
children. We all do this, but it can
hurt our relationships with our
children. For example, let’s say
your first child learned to read at
four. You might expect subsequent
children to read, then. That would
be a mistake. Child number two
might be focusing on motor skills
and not be ready to read until he is
six. Resist the urge to use one
child’s behavior to influence another’s: “Your brother never gets
called to the principal’s office!”
4. Spend time alone with each
child. As any parent of more than
one child knows, the family dynamics change depending upon
which members are together. To
really get to know your children,
you need to be able to talk to them,
dream with them, share with
them. Time alone need not be
some formal time that is scheduled. It might be unloading the
dishwasher with Jimmy, or talking
to Elizabeth in the car on the way
to soccer practice. Of course, it is
nice to have some “special times”,
too. Lunch out or a quick stop for
ice cream can provide time for
communication and make that
child feel loved individually.

RESOURCES FOR
PARENTS
Books & Reference
“United States Catholic
Catechism for Adults“
“The Catholic Faith Handbook for
Youth”
“Catholic Household Blessings
and Prayers”
Magazines

The Catholic Answer
This Rock
Envoy
Web
www.archden.org

what my soul longed for after I had
entered into that relationship.”
He learned firsthand where the
Protestant church ends, the
Catholic Church begins.
“I began to investigate…to follow the trail,” he said. “Much to my
surprise, it led me back to the
Catholic Church.”
Schneider
agreed
that

5. Recognize your own tendency to identify with the child
who shares your birth order position. Family research shows
that if you are a first born you
empathize more with your firstborn. You may remember being
bugged by your little sister or
brother, and therefore “feel” for
the child in that position.
Likewise if you are the baby, you
remember being bossed around
and “tortured” by older siblings.
Your empathy then lies with
your baby. Overcome these tendencies and try to see the whole
picture. How can you support
each child wherever he or she
falls in the family line-up?
6. Foster positive relationships between children. By encouraging a loving, sharing relationship with each other, you increase the love bond and decrease sibling rivalry. Therefore,
the children will support your efforts to spend time alone with
each of them. They will not be
jealous of the attentions you give
to their siblings. Enlist them as
allies. They will enjoy looking for
that baseball card as much as
you do. Or, they will delight and
finding the perfect sofa for the
doll house. They will take joy in
their sibling’s joy.
7. Understand that fair isn’t
always equal. When I was little,
my parents bought my sister and
me identical gifts. Mine were
red, Deb’s were blue. If she
opened a little blue purse, I
knew there was a little red one
for me in the pile somewhere.
Then, equal didn’t seem fair!
Each child has different needs.
One child may grow a foot
overnight and need new jeans.
That doesn’t mean that every
child must get a new pair.
Rather, you should focus on
Catholicism runs deep in those
born and raised Catholic—and
sometimes adult children re-connect with the Church later in life,
prompted by a conversion such as
Rivera’s, or by an event such as the
birth or baptism of their own child.
Many parishes have programs
for adult Catholics who have been
away from the Church and are
considering returning.

Trust in God
On the other hand, Schneider
explained, if an adult child follows
God’s voice the best they can and it
leads to involvement in another
denomination, parents must let
go, entrust their child to God and
believe the Holy Spirit is working
in the child’s life.
“Active faith can never be
forced—it is always an invitation
from God,” he said. “If adult children are sincere in their efforts to
discern God’s call in their lives,
then Catholic parents can find
comfort in that, if not outright enthusiasm.”
He suggested celebrating commonalities shared in Christian
baptism—and no matter how old

CNS PHOTO/BOB ROLLER

A MOTHER smiles while holding her son at a friend's home in Silver
Spring, Md., in January.
meeting each of their needs as
they arise. If you apply this philosophy consistently, each child
will know that his or her turn will
come and not be jealous of his
brother or sister’s good fortune.
Loving each child individually
means recognizing them as a
whole person and loving everything that makes up that person.

That doesn’t mean that at different times you won’t identify with
one child more than the other.
What it does mean is that, for
whatever reason, you love them
each passionately, completely
and unconditionally.
Lynn Dean is a Colorado writer
and the mother of three children.

PARENTS’ PRAYER TO ST. MONICA
St. Monica, patron of Christian parents / we entrust to your protection / the children whose
names you can read in our hearts. Pray for
them / that they may be granted strength to
combat weakness / victory over temptation /
guidance to resolve their doubts / and success
in all their undertakings. / May they enjoy good
health of mind and body / see beauty and
worth in all created things / and serve the Lord
with firm faith, joyful hope and enduring love. Amen.

children are or what path they
choose, parents must remain a
constant source of faith and
strength in their children’s lives.
“In all cases, Catholic parents
must be there for their children
and their children’s families,” he
said. “Continuing to model what it
means to be a Catholic Christian:
generous, open, faithful and always unconditional in love.”
Parents should not place blame
when adult children make a
choice they do not agree with.
“Naturally, we’re disappointed if
our
children
don’t
value
Catholicism like we do,” Schneider

said. “We simply try our best in the
formative years to instill a vibrant
Catholic faith in our children...and
later in life we can’t blame ourselves, our Church, the catechesis
or the homilies when adult children make choices we wouldn’t
make ourselves.
“The bottom line,” he emphasized, “is that every adult is responsible for their own faith life.”
Parents can look to their parish
for support.
“Your parish might have a group,
or be willing to start a group, for
families struggling with these same
issues,” Schneider offered.
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Make room for family time in your busy schedule Gospel of Life Conference set
The annual Gospel of Life conference is set for 8 a.m. Oct. 24 at
Christ the King Parish in Denver.
Theme for this year’s event is “The
Family.” Keynote speakers are
Helen Alvaré,
Father Jorge
Rodriguez and Jonathan Reyes.
Alvaré is associate professor at the
George Mason School of Law. She
will offer a consideration of the
family from a global, sociological
perspective. Father Rodriguez, vice
rector at Denver’s St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary, will speak

CNS PHOTO/NANCY WIECHEC

A GIRL helps prepare dinner at her home. Engage children in family chores to help make time for
family fun.
BY LYNN DEAN

“Hi, Mom. Can I go over to
Mike’s?”
“Mom, don’t forget I have basketball practice today after
school. Pick me up at 5:30?”
“Mom, we still haven’t finished with our pig for anatomy—can you take me over to
Sam’s house at 4 and pick me up
by 6?”
“Honey, I wanted to remind
you that I’m playing golf with
the guys today after work. We
also thought we’d get in a few
holes on Saturday.”
With school, work and afterschool activities our time together is stretched very thin. But
there are ways to recapture the
magic of time together. Consider
the following suggestions:

Making time
• Protect meal time. Make
meal time family time. While it
is ideal that families eat at least
one meal a day together, it is
often impractical. Instead, insist that your family eat together
at least four times a week.
Remember—all meals don’t
have to be supper. Sunday, you
can have brunch; Tuesday you
can meet for lunch in town,
Thursday can be “no excuses”
dinner night, and Saturday can
be barbeque on the deck.
• Learn to say no. It isn’t just
our kids who have too many
outside activities. We rack up
our share of commitments, too.
It’s time to prioritize. Decide
which activities are most important to you. Are you the best person for that job, or can someone
else take over without consequence? By saying no, you give
someone else the opportunity to
say yes.
• Turn off the television. For
most of us, the television has become an integral part of our
lives. Maybe too integral. Have
you every looked at how many

hours each week you watch television? Are there nights when
there is “nothing” on, but you sit
and watch anyway? Are your
family members scattered
throughout the house, each
watching a different program?
Break the spell television has on
your lives. When “nothing” is on
turn the box off. Forgo reruns in
favor of an activity your family
can do together. Limit viewing
to one television to encourage
the family to be together.
• Plan “do nothing” time.
Many of us carry our day-timer
or BlackBerry everywhere. We
pencil in business appointments, soccer practices, and
dentist visits. Whenever a space
is blank, we think “what am I
supposed to be doing?” Plan
some down time to sit on the
ground and look at the clouds go
by, or time to talk to about the
opposite sex, baseball, or the
price of peas in China.
• Start a family fun night.
Once you have set aside time for
your family, and turned off the
television, you don’t want to be
sitting around twiddling your
thumbs. It is easier for family
members to talk when they are
involved in a secondary activities. Play board games, prepare
an exotic meal, or view old
home “movies” and reminisce
about the fun you had then.
• Spend time together individually. In addition to the time
we spend as a whole family, we
also need to spend more time
interacting with each member
individually. How often do you
spend alone time with your
spouse? How often do you get to
chat with one child and not be
interrupted by another? Plan
opportunities to talk one-onone. Meet your spouse for
lunch. Take your oldest shopping. Hit the golf course with
your young Tiger.
• Trade individual activities
for something your family can

do together. Yes, it is good for
our children to learn to play the
piano, acquire a foreign language, and excel at a sport. But
they don’t need to do everything
at once. Let each of your children choose one or two activities. Save the rest for later. By
limiting the number of extracurricular activities each child is
involved with at any given time,
you can free up your family
schedule for joint activities you
can all participate in. Consider
hiking, biking, tennis, swimming, inline skating, and others
you all enjoy. Even a simple
nightly walk around the block
can be beneficial and offer opportunities for family members
to talk to one another.
• Redeem the time lost doing
mundane chores alone. Instead
of trying to do everything yourself, get everyone in the family
to pitch in. Your kids can unload
the dishwasher, run the vacuum, scrub the bathtub, or fold
laundry. Let your motto be: “The
Family that Works Together
Plays Together.” If you pair up,
you can have time together
while you work. Then, “Off for
Fun when the Work is Done.”
• Keep holy the Sabbath.
Attend Mass as a family. In years
past, nobody worked on Sunday.
Instead, they spent the day together and, after Mass, gathered
for a family meal. Here, in the
hustle and bustle of life in the
United States, we have gotten
away from this tradition. But it is
vital that we make Sunday a day
for faith and family. Finding
time to recharge is essential to
our spiritual, mental and physical health. If you can’t, for whatever reason, set Sunday aside,
chose another day, or part of a
day, each week and reserve it as
a time for your family to spend
together.
Lynn Dean is a Colorado
writer and the mother of three.

on the theology of the family, and
consider how the true nature of
God’s love, mercy and beauty can
be fully reflected in the vision of
holy, happy families. Reyes, newly
appointed executive director of
Catholic Charities in Colorado, will
offer practical ways in which families can grow in holiness and virtue
amidst the challenges abounding
in our culture today. For more information, contact the Respect Life
Office at 303-715-3205 or e-mail
RespectLife.Office@archden.org.
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Sacred music featured in upcoming concerts, workshops
In the next few weeks, a number of music workshops and concerts will take place in the Denver
Archdiocese.

Father Joncas to conduct
workshop in Denver
Noted composer Father Jan
Michael Joncas, S.L.D., will be
conducting an informational
two-day workshop this month at
the John Paul II Center, sponsored by the Archdiocesan Office
of Liturgy and Music Committee.
Among the many topics to be discussed by Father Joncas will be
the new Roman Missal, spiritual
formation of music ministers and
the impact of music on the liturgy. The workshop is geared for
priests, deacons, pastoral musicians and liturgists but anyone
interested may attend.
Ordained in 1980 as a priest of
the Archdiocese of St. PaulMinneapolis, Father Joncas
serves as assistant professor of
theology and teaching fellow in
Catholic studies at the University
of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minn.
He is the author of three books,
has written more than 100 articles and has composed and
arranged 200 pieces of liturgical
music including “On Eagles
Wings.”

FATHER JAN MICHAEL JONCAS, S.L.D.

Pre-registration is required for
the Sept. 11-12 workshop. The
John Paul II Center is located at
1300 S. Steele St., Denver. There
is a special $25 registration fee
that includes both days if paid by
Sept. 4, otherwise the fee is $15
per day. Workshop hours are 3
p.m. to 9 p.m. Friday and 8:30
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday. Space is
limited. To register, contact John
Miller in the Office of Liturgy,
303-715-3156, or by e-mail at
john.miller@archden.org.

Concert at Holy Ghost Church
This year, the Oblates of the
Virgin Mary are celebrating the
250th anniversary of their

FATHER PIERRE PAUL, O.M.V.

founder Father Pio Bruno
Lanteri. In the Archdiocese of
Denver, the Oblates serve at Holy
Ghost Parish, and to help celebrate the anniversary, a sacred
concert will be held at 7 p.m.
Sept.15 in the church, 1900
California St. in Denver. Oblate
Father Pierre Paul, director of
music at St. Peter’s Basilica in
Vatican City, will conduct
Vivaldi’s “Four Seasons” accompanied by scriptural meditations.
The public is invited to be part of
this musical event followed by a
reception in the church hall.
Free-will donations will be accepted. In addition to the concert, Oblates at the Lanteri Center

and Holy Ghost Church will be
offering a series of days of recollection in the coming year to promote the Lanterian spirit. The
five retreat days are Sept. 19, Nov.
11, Feb. 7, March 7 and April 24.
On these days the mercy, ecclesial fidelity and apostolic zeal
that were part of Father Lanteri
will be explored. For more information on the retreat days, call
the parish office at 303-292-1556.

Bilingual concert and
workshop in Aurora
Queen of Peace Church will be
the site for both a bilingual
English and Spanish concert and
workshop by composer, arranger

Filming starts on biography of Opus Dei founder
BY MARK PATTISON

WASHINGTON
(CNS)—
Filming has begun in Argentina
on a biography of St. Josemaria
Escriva de Balaguer, the founder
of Opus Dei. The movie, “There
Be Dragons,” is expected to be
released in the summer or fall of
2010.
Directing the film is Roland
Joffe, whose past films include
“The Mission” and “The Killing
Fields.”
Joffe, who also wrote the
screenplay, said he was not told
what to write or how to present
either the saint or the group, a
personal prelature within the
Church, after earlier rejecting an
offer to film a script provided by
Opus Dei.
The film is set at the time of
the Spanish Civil War, which
tore apart the European nation
during the second half of the
1930s.
And, likening it to his own creative freedom, Joffe said St.
Josemaria “made no attempt to
influence the people he worked
with in terms of their politics.”
The director spoke at an Aug. 23
press conference in Argentina
that was conducted in English,
Spanish and Portuguese; U.S.
reporters were allowed to listen
in.
“At that time, that’s pretty
heroic. That’s a time when almost all human beings were

CNS PHOTO/ENRIQUE MARCARIAN, REUTERS

BRITISH filmmaker Roland Joffe poses during a photo call with media
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Aug. 24. Joffe is currently in Argentina
filming "There Be Dragons," a film about the life of Opus Dei founder,
St. Josemaria Escriva de Balaguer, who was canonized in 2002.
faced with making extraordinary choices,” he said.
Charlie Cox, whose past film
credits include “Stardust” and
“Casanova,” plays the priest.
Wes Bentley, who had parts in
“Ghost Rider” and “American
Beauty,” plays Manolo, a friend
of Josemaria’s who goes in and
out of his life. Ukrainian actress
Olga Kurylenko, who has acted
in “Quantum of Solace,”
“Hitman” and “Max Payne,”
plays Ildiko, a Hungarian
woman who casts her lot with
the Republican movement,
which falls to the Francisco

Franco-led rightist rebels.
Other actors in “There Be
Dragons” include Dougray
Scott, Geraldine Chaplin, Derek
Jacobi and Charles Dance.
“We found ourselves making a
film about love—human love
and divine love. About hate—
which I guess is human—about
betrayal and mistakes,” Joffe
said. Further, “I don’t know if
there’s anybody who wants to
live his life without meaning. So
it’s also a story about people trying to find meaning about their
lives, and that’s a powerful kind
of story.”

Responding to a question
about source material for the
script, Joffe said, “I researched
as much as any writer can.
History is not available to us; attempts at history are available to
us. As an artist, one takes a difficult step that fiction is a way of
understanding the truth.
“There were certain liberties I
could take if those liberties
could take us to the personal issues that people felt,” Joffe continued, saying he was taken with
St. Josemaria’s idea that “a way
to God is found through everyday life. And that life is also
found through the Spanish Civil
War. That is still felt by
Spaniards very much today.”
“I’ve been to many Opus Dei
centers, and met many Opus
Dei members (in doing research
for the movie). And I’ve yet to
encounter anything odd-seeming,” said Cox. “I’ve been
brought up a Catholic. I’m not a
great practicing Christian. I’ve
been to church infrequently, but
I’ve never stopped going.”
Cox added there is “an inner
journey I’ve been going on during this film. I don’t know where
it will lead. My relationship with
the Catholic Church and with
God has certainly been profoundly affected for the better
throughout this process,” he
added.
Asked whether he thought St.
Josemaria was really a saint, Cox

JAIME CORTEZ

and performer Jaime Cortez. An
accomplished musician, Cortez
plays piano, guitar and several
other stringed instruments such
as the charango, vihuela and
bass guitar. At 7:30 p.m. Sept. 25
he’ll be conducting a bilingual
community concert in the great
room at the church, 13120 E.
Kentucky Ave. in Aurora. From 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Sept. 26, Cortez
will conduct a Spanish-language
musician’s workshop in the same
location. A free-will offering will
be accepted for the concert but
there is a $25 per person fee (including lunch) for the workshop.
For more information, call at
303-364-8359.
answered, “It’s an impossible
question to answer. ... I have to
leave that up to the Catholic
Church and not to myself.”
Joffe recalled that when he
made “The Mission,” which
dealt with Jesuit missionary activity in South America at the
time of the slave trade, he used
two Jesuits as advisers: a “very,
very right-wing Jesuit—those
things do exist—and a left-wing
Jesuit, Father Daniel Berrigan.”
He said he asked Father John
Wauck, an Opus Dei priest who
is a professor of literature and
communication of the faith at
the Pontifical University of the
Holy Cross in Rome, “whether
he’d serve the same purpose as
Daniel Berrigan—explain to
Charlie (Cox) what he knew
about Josemaria ... in as open
and honest way as he could,
what it means to be a priest.
That’s what he gave up his
rather precious time to do, and
I’m grateful for it.”
When one questioner asked
whether he thought “There Be
Dragons” was some kind of response to the movie “The Da
Vinci Code,” which characterized Opus Dei as a bizarre cult,
Joffe replied, “Well, it’d be a very
expensive response.” The price
tag of “There Be Dragons” is estimated at $30 million.
“‘The Da Vinci Code’ stands
on its own legs, whatever they
may be,” he added. “I think they
took a rather cliched view and
created a character and said he
came from Opus Dei, and that is
a bit much. But it’s a fine movie.”
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Catholic Foundation donors transform lives and glorify God worldwide
BY TERESA DEVINE

Donors to The Catholic
Foundation are well aware of the
daily challenges faced by God’s
people in developing countries.
“Our donors live the beatitudes
by saving the lives and easing the
suffering of the sick and dying not
only in northern Colorado but
throughout the world,” said Bud
Laber, president of The Catholic
Foundation for the Roman
Catholic Church in Northern
Colorado.
Last year, foundation donors
provided much needed humanitarian aid to India, the Democratic
Republic of Congo and Peru.
Perhaps the greatest impact was
achieved through the cooperation
of the India Projects Fund and
Project C.U.R.E. (Commission on
Urgent Relief and Equipment).
India Projects Fund was established at the foundation to provide
assistance to the poor and support
the Church in India. Project
C.U.R.E. helps meet the need for
medical supplies, equipment and
services around the world.
With significant volunteer hours
and a grant of $5,000 from Rotary
International and CASA, India
Projects Fund together with
Project C.U.R.E. were able to send
$450,000 of used medical equipment to the Fatima Mission
Hospital serving 100,000 of the
poorest of the poor—particularly
women—in the Dindigul area of
India. When the India Projects
Fund advisors became aware of
the needs of the Bon Secours
Sisters who administer Fatima
Mission Hospital their work was
already known to Father Herman
Jayachandra, one of the fund’s advisors, from his days serving as a
priest and pastor in southern India
years ago.
“This is an investment return of
over 9,000 percent on India
Projects Fund funding,” according to Ralph Lidge, also an advisor
of the fund. “We would like to repeat this experience and regularly
meet the needs of the Church in
India. Our goal includes the use of
smart collaborations to gain exceptional value for our donors.
We have the freedom to seek

Apologist
From Page 5
riods. Questions that perplexed
people of the eighth century
may not have been asked, perhaps could not have been asked
(let alone answered), by people
of the fourth century. In order to
highlight the continuity of past
and present, it is sometimes
tempting to fabricate a vision of
history in which present situations with their questions and
answers are projected into the
past.
Naturally, when such sins

THE FATIMA
Mission
Hospital serving 100,000
of the poorest
of the poor,
particularly
women, in
Dindigul,
India, is one
of the recipients of help
from The
Catholic
Foundation
for the
Roman
Catholic
Church in
Northern
Colorado.
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those collaborations knowing our
donations are carefully stewarded
at the foundation.”
Similarly, foundation donors
Mark and Nancy Bauman provided financial assistance to build
Our Lady of Hope Hospital in
Mbujimayi, Democratic Republic
of Congo. Mbujimayi is situated in
the center-south region of the
country and has more than 3 million people. The people earn less
than $300 per year. According to
the World Health Organization,
the government spends $15 per
person each year on health care,
less than half of what is recommended to provide the most basic,
but lifesaving care, like immunizations, malaria-fighting mosquito
nets and hydration salts.
“We felt called to assist the diocese in building a hospital to meet
the most basic humanitarian
needs of the people in
Mbujimayi,” said Mark Bauman.
The Baumans had learned that
the mortality rate in the Congo is
57 percent higher than the rest of
sub-Saharan Africa. Particularly
hard hit are young children, who
are susceptible to diseases like
malaria, measles, dysentery and
typhoid. With the donor’s help the

235-bed hospital opened in 2008
culminating with a delivery of two
Project C.U.R.E. containers of
medical goods.
Foundation donors also made
gifts to Project C.U.R.E. to provide
medical supplies to four health
care facilities in Lima, Peru. The
Policlinico Sagrada Medical
Center sees approximately 300
patients a day. The Mother and
Child Center provides complete
maternal care, counseling, prenatal and delivery. A small facility
that is used for physical rehabilitation and a facility that is home
to 100 physically challenged and
handicapped children ages 3 to
21. These facilities do their best
while operating with marginal
supplies, dated or non-functioning equipment, old and worn fixtures. The need was and continues to be great.
“The faithful of northern
Colorado are very generous,” said
Laber. “Not only did our donors direct financial assistance, but they
also volunteered their time for a
mission trip in support of the
Church’s work in Lima, Peru.”
“The foundation is here to help
northern Colorado Catholics live a
life of service to others and fulfill

against historical truth are discovered, people lose confidence
in the decisions the forgeries informed. However, medieval papal
claims to authority never rested
solely on the evidence of the forgeries. Historical knowledge is
dynamic, not static; it involves
the constant gathering and assessing of many pieces of evidence, none of which by itself is
“incontrovertible.” To understand the meaning of its past
and to discern the unifying consistency of its experience in
time—of which the Petrine ministry of the bishop of Rome is an
important element—the Church,
as it gathers and evaluates the

evidence, must rely on the illuminating work of the Holy Spirit.
Ecumenical dialogue is productive when the partners together
engage the evidence of the past,
forgeries and all, while together
invoking the Spirit of Truth to
guide them into a fuller communion in the Truth.

This week’s apologist is Joel
Barstad, a professor at St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary
currently teaching the Trinity,
patristics and sacred art. Send
your question for Ask an
Apologist to:
editor@archden.org.

THE CATHOLIC
FOUNDATION
Established: 1998
What: an independent nonprofit
corporation that offers a wide variety of charitable planned giving
opportunities that aim to help the
faithful both meet their current
and future financial goals and provide support for Catholic causes
and charitable organizations.
Information: visit www.thecatholicfoundation.com ; call 303468-9885; e-mail blaber@thecatholicfoundation.com

the universal mission of the
Church locally, regionally and internationally,” Laber said. “I welcome the opportunity to share
with our Catholic community the
many opportunities the foundation provides to help their families
meet the needs of the Church and
her people.”
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Eucharistic Holy Hour: for the
sanctity of priests and vocations to the priesthood at
Sacred Heart of Mary Church,
6739 S. Boulder Road, Boulder.
Fridays: 8 a.m.
Vocation Holy Hour: Adoration
and scriptural reflection with
refreshments to follow. Mullen
Home Chapel, 3629 W. 29th
Ave. Call 303-594-7420 to
RSVP.
Sept. 2: 7:30 p.m.
Healing Service and Mass: with
Father Patrick Rearden O.P., at
St. Catherine of Siena Church,
4200 Federal Blvd., Denver.
Sept. 5: 6:30 p.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. Benediction
and rosary.
Sept. 6: 3 p.m.
Annual Blue Mass: to honor
first responders to be held at
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver with
Auxiliary Bishop James D.
Conley, D.D. S.T.L. as celebrant.
Sept. 12: 4:30 p.m.
Monthly Holy Hour: held on
third Thursday of the month at
All Souls Church, 4950 S.
Logan St., Englewood, led by
Deacon Martin Wager.
Sept. 17: 7 p.m.
Archbishop’s Annual Mass: for
those celebrating 25, 50 and
50+ years of marriage at
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. Those wishing to register call 303-7153259.
Oct. 3: 4:30 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Annual Festival of Diversity: at
St. Stephen Church, 1885 Blake
Ave., Glenwood Springs.
Games, rides, bazaar and food
from around the world. Call
970-928-0620 for details.
Sept. 5 - 6
Garage Sale: to benefit St.
Martin de Porres Parish, 3300
Table Mesa Drive, Boulder.
Come discover the perfect
treasure. Call 303-499-7744
for details.
Sept. 11-12: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sept. 13: 9 a.m. - noon
Lay Carmelites: Meet every
second Saturday at Holy
Family Church, 4380 Utica St.,
Denver. Call 303-427-7931 to
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join, or come to informational
meeting.
Sept. 12: 1 p.m. 3:45 p.m.
7th Annual FunFest: at Queen
of Peace Parish, 13120 E.
Kentucky Ave., Aurora. Ethnic
foods, entertainment, games
and $6,000 in raffle prizes.
Sept. 12: 1 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Hike Cutler Trial: and meet
new friends with members of
CLAY (Catholic Life And You).
Call Stefan at 720-244-1951 for
transportation information.
Sept 12: 8:30 a.m.
Huge Garage Sale: to benefit
Sts. Peter & Paul Parish and
school, 3900 Pierce St., Wheat
Ridge. Call 303-424-3706 for
more information.
Sept. 12-13: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Spaghetti Dinner: sponsored
by Sons of Italy, 5925 W. 32nd
Ave., Wheat Ridge. Cost $8
adults, $5 for children 12 and
under.
Sept. 13: noon - 5 p.m.
CLAY: Catholic Life And You invites all to monthly meeting at
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. Call 720244-1951 for details.
Sept. 13: 8 a.m.
Board Meeting: for
Archdiocesan Council of
Catholic Women at JPII Center,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Call
303-715-3187 for details.
Sept. 14: 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Orchestra Concert: ”You Have
Blessed Our Earth” features
music of Vivaldi’s Four
Seasons. Free concert and reception in church hall of Holy
Ghost Church, 1900 California
St., Denver. Call 303-292-1556,
Ext. 15 or e-mail
tcarzon@omvusa.org.
Sept. 15: 7 p.m.
Knights of Columbus: Ladies
Auxiliary annual trip to San
Luis now taking registration.
Cost of the day is $35 which
includes transportation and
lunch. Call 303-655-1852 for
ticket information.
Sept. 19: 7 a.m.
Catholic Book Club: to discuss
“Waiting for the Apocalypse”
in library at JPII Center, 1300
S. Steele St., Denver. Call 303715-3192.
Sept. 23: 5 p.m.
Sing to the Lord: a bilingual
community concert featuring
musician Jaime Cortez at
Queen of Peace church, 13120
E. Kentucky Ave., Aurora.
Freewill offerings accepted.
Sept. 25: 7:30 p.m.

Bulletin Board
Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired
publication date. Mail, fax, or e-mail:
Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Garage Sale: to benefit St.
Catherine of Siena Grade
School, 4200 Federal Blvd.,
Denver.
Sept. 26: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Spanish Musician Workshop:
conducted by noted musician
Jaime Cortez, to be held at
Queen of Peace church, 13120
E. Kentucky Ave., Aurora. Cost
of workshop, including lunch is
$25 per person. Call 303-3648359 for registration information.
Sept. 26: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Benefit for FOCUS: to be held
at Sacred Heart of Mary
Church, 6739 S. Boulder Rd.,
Boulder. Tickets $45 if purchased before Sept. 14, $50
after. Call 303-494-2625 for
more information.
Oct. 2: 7 p.m.

REUNIONS
St. Louis School: in Englewood
is looking for alumni for upcoming 60th Jamboree
Celebration. Call 303-7628307 for information.
Our Lady of Lourdes: grade
school is looking for alumni for
all class reunion in 2010. Visit
online LourdesAlumni.org or
call 303-762-8270 for more information.
Where are you: graduates of
Cathedral class of 1959? Plans
are in motion for your 50-year
reunion this year and they
want you to attend. Call Sonja
at 303-469-4523 or e-mail
sonjadigiacomo@hotmail.com.
Attention Cathedral Class of
1969: your 40-year reunion will
be held in September at
Knights of Columbus Hall, 1555
Grant St., Denver. Call Carole
at 303-770-6529 for registration information.
Sept. 19

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Listening Hearts: support
group for families of gay and
lesbian children at St. Frances
Cabrini Community House,
6673 W. Chatfield Ave.,
Littleton. Call 303-683-1718

for more information.
Sept. 2: 7 p.m.
Tree of Life: Franciscan miniretreat meets at St. Patrick
Mission Church, W. 33rd Ave.
and Pecos. All welcome. Call
303-477-0408 for details.
Sept. 8: 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Friday Prayer Breakfast: for
Catholic professionals will feature lecturer Father Thomas
Euteneuer, who’ll speak on
“Exorcism and the Church
Militant.” The event will be
held at Seven 30 South Grille,
730 S. University Blvd., Denver.
Suggested donation, $10.
More information available online at ffpbdenver.com.
Sept. 11: 7 a.m.
Life Skills for Couples: workshop for engaged and newly
married at Sacred Heart of
Mary Parish, 6739 S. Boulder
Road, Boulder. Weekend fulfills
archdiocese’s marriage preparation life skills requirement.
Call 303-494-7572 Ext. 200.
Sept. 11 - 12
Engaged Couples Retreat: at
Church of Risen Christ, 3060 S.
Monaco Pkwy., Denver, conducted by Msgr. Kenneth
Leone. Retreat fulfills two of
three marriage preparation
components. Cost is $200 per
couple. Call 303-758-8826 for
details.
Sept. 11 - 13
Lecture: at Most Precious
Blood Parish, 2250 S. Harrison
St., Denver, will feature
Colorado Supreme Court
Justice Gregory Hobbs, who’ll
talk on how elders make a difference in the community.
Cost is $15 before Sept. 4, $20
after. Call 303-756-3083 for
more information.
Sept. 13: 2 p.m.
Journey Through the Bible: the
eight-week Great Adventure
Bible series begins at the JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver. Cost of the seminar is
$40. Call 303-715-3260 to register.
Starts Sept. 14: 6:30 p.m.
Rebuilding Your Life: 10-week
seminar to help understand
spiritual and emotional loss of

partner. Sponsored by St.
Joseph’s Church, 300 W.
Mountain Ave., Fort Collins.
Call Carol at 970-233-1910 or
Anita at 970-226-4154 to sign
up.
Starts Sept. 17
Marriage Encounter: weekend
to be held at St. Malo Retreat
Center. Registration information available on line at
wwmedenver.org
Sept. 18 - 20
Public Invited: to Mile High
Theology of the Body event at
Christ the King Church, 830
Elm St., Denver. Come explore
in-depth Pope John Paul II’s
Love and Responsibility. For
more information, call 303543-7867 or online at theologyofthebody.net.
Sept. 19: 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Vocational Retreat: for women
considering the religious life
to be held by Religious Sisters
of Mercy of Alma, Mich.
Retreat will be held at Stone
House at Cabrini Shrine, 20189
Cabrini Blvd., Golden. Call
303-765-4592 for registration.
Sept. 25 - 27
Couples for Christ: national
conference for strengthening
family life to be held at Red
Lion Hotel, 4040 Quebec St.,
Denver. Call 720-278-1264 for
registration information.
Sept. 25 - 27
Retrouvaille: weekend for separated or divorced couples
seeking to rebuild their marriage to be held in Englewood
area. Call 303-973-2206 for
all details.
Sept. 25 - 27
Handmaidens of the Lord: a
Christian renewal and support
ministry for mature women, to
hold national conference in
Denver. Call 720-278-1264 for
registration information.
Sept. 25
Faith and Finances: Workshop
on applying God’s word to personal finances. Free event
based on the study of Catholic
author Thomas Zordani will be
at the JPII Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Call 303715-3160 to reserve a spot.
Sept. 26: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Intro to Evangelization: Day
seminar presented by Aimee
Cooper, M.A. Th., at St. Vincent
de Paul Parish at 2375 E.
Arizona Ave., Denver. For cost
and registration, call 303-7446119, Ext. 17. For more information e-mail
aimee@historicalchristian.com.
Sept. 26: 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Spiritual Eldering: a 22-week
program for those wanting to
enter consciously into the adventure of aging to be held at
Most Precious Blood, 2200 S.
Harrison St., Denver and
Queen of Peace, 13120 E.
Kentucky Ave., Aurora. Cost is
$220 per person. Call 303756-3083 for times and start
dates.
Weekend retreat: sponsored
by St. Francis of Perpetual
Adoration of Colorado Springs
for single women considering
the religious life. Call 719955-7015 for all details.
Oct. 9 - 11
Legion of Mary: annual silent
retreat at Loretto Spirituality
Center, 4000 S. Wadsworth
Blvd., Littleton. Call 303-4436320 for more information.
Oct. 16 - 18
Remandation Workshop: for
Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion to be held at
JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver. Msgr. Kenneth Leone
will be keynote speaker. Call
303-715-3156 for more information.
Nov. 7: 9 a.m. - noon

VOLUNTEERING
Teach English: Centro San Juan
Diego is looking for volunteers
to teach English as a second
language to Hispanic community. Classes are held at 2830
Lawrence St., Denver. No experience required. E-mail
abraham.morales@archden.org.
Starts Sept. 9

SINGLES
Swing and Sway: at the St.
Thomas More singles dance,
8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. $15 cost includes
food, beverages and entertainment. No jeans allowed. Call
720-493-8707 for more information.
Sept. 12: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.

PILGRIMAGE/TOURS
Pilgrimage to Holy Land: with
Father Tomas Fraile. For more
information on this 14-day excursion, call 303-480-1082.
Apr. 8 - 21, 2010
Two Week Pilgrimage: to
Israel, Rome, Venice and
Oberammergau Passion Play
with Msgr. George Schroeder.
Call 480-364-4136 for complete details.
Sept. 11 - 24, 2010
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From homeless to debt free, man found the keys to financial success in the Bible
BY ROXANNE KING

ing at the time,” he explained. “I
began to pray and read the Bible
In 1995, Thomas Zordani was and live my faith. I’ve never
married, had six children and done anything different since
was homeless.
that day.”
Today, he, his wife and four of
Eager to share the successful
their now eight chilbiblical principles he
dren live in their dream
learned
about
fihome, have six months
nances, Zordani wrote
of living expenses in
a
book,
“Faith
savings and—since the
Finances” (Tate, 2009,
year 2000—have been
$14.99), which was redebt free except for
leased in June.
their mortgage.
“The book is about
Where did he find the
stewardship and in
advice that led to his fiparticular one aspect
THOMAS
nancial freedom?
of stewardship—the fiZORDANI
The Bible.
nancial aspect,” he
“The big step came in a spiri- said. “Stewardship deals not just
tual transformation that oc- with our treasure, but with all
curred in a grocery store reading the gifts (time, talent and treasthrough
greeting
cards,” ure) we have.”
Zordani recalled. “A passage
His study of the Scriptures led
jumped out: ‘Call to me and I him to three foundational
will answer you; I will show you points regarding financial stewthings that you do not know’ ardship: giving, managing and
(Jer 33:3).”
increase. Zordani’s book charts
“I’d been looking for answers eight steps to putting these
to financial problems I was hav- principles into place.

WORKSHOP

Author: Thomas Zordani

When: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sept. 26

Publisher: Tate, 2009

Where: John Paul II Center,
Rooms 123-125, 1300 S. Steele
St.

Cost: $14.99

RSVP: 303-715-3160

“‘Faith Finances’ is the guide
to the eight steps,” Zordani said.
“It outlines what the person
needs to do to change their life
by implementing things that
can be done today to transform
them into a true steward.”
Step one in Zordani’s book is:
“Keeping a written budget.”
Most people would agree that

Title: “Faith Finances”

Title: “Faith Finances” featuring author Thomas Zordani

Cost: Free, but space is limited. Sponsored by the Marriage
and Family Life and the Social
Ministry offices

BOOK COVER

BOOK

keeping a written budget is good
common sense. Unfortunately,
Zordani noted, many who see
the wisdom of doing so simply
don’t follow that counsel, which
he points out is “commanded”
in the Bible.
“It says: ‘These are the things
you should not be ashamed of,
and do not sin from fear of what
others think. … Whatever stores
you issue, do it by number and
weight, spending and takings,
put everything in writing,’” he
stressed.
“This step may have come
naturally to some people,”
Zordani acknowledges in the

book, “but I certainly was not
one of them.”
The other seven steps Zordani
describes in the book are: tithing,
paying yourself first, eliminating
all debt but the mortgage, constructing an emergency fund, implementing retirement savings,
paying off the mortgage, and giving and saving in abundance.
“My book is just as much about
faith as it is on finances,” Zordani
said.
“Deuteronomy 14:29 talks
about if you’re a giver (expressed
in tithing) you’ll be blessed and a
debtor to none,” he offered.
“We’re a slave to those we’re in
debt to—and many of those are
our enemies. If you’re in debt
you’re a slave. Is this what Christ
redeemed us for?”
Rather, God redeemed us from
our sin and wants us to be free
people who put him first and
who live lives of blessing and
prosperity, Zordani said. We put
God first and show trust in his
providence and blessing through
tithing. To those who cringe at
the thought of tithing, Zordani
declares that you already are; the
question is, to which god?
“The one true God,” he writes,
“or the god of mammon—the
god of Citibank, the god of Ford
Motor Credit, the god of ExxonMobil, the god of Starbucks
Coffee, the god of Wal-Mart, and
even the god of McDonald’s?”
Through the prophet Malachi,
Zordani notes, God said: “Bring
the full tithes and dues to the
storehouse so that there may be
food in my house, and then see if
I do not open the floodgates of
heaven and pour out a blessing
for you in abundance (3:10).”
“I believe that people will be
tremendously blessed by following the information in my book
because of God’s promises (in the
Bible) and God keeps his promises,” Zordani said.
Zordani, 43, is a native of
Colorado. He majored in Spanish
and history at several colleges in
the state, owned a business and
has worked for a Fortune 500
company in payroll and human
resources benefits assistance. He
is now self-employed and lives in
Denver with his family.
“I talk to churches educating
people about financial stewardship,” Zordani said. But, he
added, “Writing the book enables
me to reach a lot more people.”
“I consider myself to be just the
messenger,” he said. “I put the
words on paper, but (God) left us
a handbook. We need to pick it
up. Not just to change our lives financially, but in all aspects.”

