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Does God care what I wear to Mass?
BY JULIE FILBY
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“God doesn’t care what I wear to
church as long as I’m there.”
Nearly every Catholic has either
said this or heard someone else say
it. On any given Sunday, people in
the pews wear everything from
shorts and tank tops—to formal
suits and dresses. In today’s society, particularly during the more
laid back season of summer: Does
God care what we wear to Mass?
At the evening Mass on June 14
at the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate
Conception,
Denver’s Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M., Cap., used a portion of his homily to address this
topic. He said he receives a handful of letters each year from
Catholics throughout the archdiocese complaining about the
way people dress for church—either because they are dressed immodestly or too casually.
“I think the Lord is always displeased if we dress immodestly,”
he explained. “We should be modest in our dress everywhere, especially in church. And I would ask all
of you to keep that in mind.”
Then he pointed out that there is
a distinct difference between
dressing inappropriately and simply dressing casually.
“I suspect (the Lord’s) indifferent
if we just dress casually,” he said. “I
don’t think we should sit in judgment of one another about that.”
He used the example of someone who goes to the mountains for
a hike, but doesn’t have time to
stop and shower and change
clothes before going to Mass, noting, “The Lord is more pleased by
your being there (at Mass), than by
your not wearing shorts.”
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A MAN reads a sign giving dress code information outside St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican.
At the same time, he talked
about the significance of showing
reverence when celebrating the
Lord’s presence in the Eucharist.
An analogy he has used at other
times when speaking on this
topic is how people dress when
they go out for dinner to celebrate a special occasion, such as
an anniversary. Generally they
dress in a respectful manner re-

SENIOR LIFESTYLES

flecting the importance of the
event. Similarly, respect can be
shown to Christ by dressing up
for the celebration of Mass.
“But,” he stressed, raising his
voice, “it’s more important that we
come.”
Father Andreas Hock, S.S.D.,
chair of the sacred Scripture department at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary, who is in

residence at the cathedral, said it
is important for the faithful to
dress according to decorum as a
sign of reverence, first and foremost to the Blessed Sacrament,
but also to show due respect toward fellow worshippers.
“Express in a very tangible way,
your faith in the real presence of
our Lord Jesus Christ,” he said. “If

See Dress, Page 19
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Franciscan doctor of the church, Bonaventure is
best known for writing on spirituality and theology.
He stressed the importance of emotion in the
search for God without denying human reason in
examining divine revelation. He became minister
general of the Franciscans and demonstrated that
simplicity, poverty and the imitation of Christ could
be balanced with intellectual pursuits. In 1273 he was made a cardinal. It
is said he refused the traditional red hat and asked papal legates to leave
© 2001 CNS
it hanging from a tree.
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Papal recognition
honors lives of
distinguished service
Few men seek the priesthood out of social ambition.
Those who do, rarely last. It’s a rewarding path, but not an
easy one. While diocesan priests take no vow of poverty,
their pay is modest, the hours are long, and the work of
leading and serving a parish community can be demanding. This is the way it should be. Jesus asks all of us as
disciples to live a life of service. But that applies in a special way to priests, who are called to model Christ sacramentally through holy orders.
The Church is a community of believers who are equal
in dignity through their baptism. She’s also a body whose
members have different tasks in advancing the Gospel,
depending on their vocations. Lived well, the Christian
life—whether we’re laypeople, clergy or religious—needs
no special honors or recognition. Deepening our experience and love of God is its own reward. It’s more than
enough.
But what we do need as Christians are examples to encourage us. This is why the archdiocese revived the practice of papal honors for laypeople and religious nearly a
decade ago. The Cross Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice, the
Benemerenti Medal and similar honors have real meaning. The men and women who receive the Holy Father’s
recognition have served the Church in special ways over
many years. They also represent many other good disciples who have done exactly the same, and their witness
calls all of us to follow Jesus Christ and his people even
more effectively.
The same applies to our priests. The rank of “monsignor” has a long history. It’s a special honor for diocesan
priests, and never given lightly. The last time the Holy
Father appointed monsignors for the Church in northern
Colorado was during the Great Jubilee of 2000—nine years
ago. In fact, the Holy See carefully limits the number of
monsignors any diocese is allowed to have at any given
time. What this means is that the men who do receive this
honor accept it not just for their own distinguished service, but also on behalf of their brother priests, many of
whom are equally deserving.
All of us should take pride in the wonderful men whom
Benedict XVI has named our new monsignors: Msgrs.
Robert Amundsen, David Croak, Jorge De Los Santos,
Michael Glenn, Robert Kinkel, Kenneth Leone, Peter
Quang Nguyen and Bernard Schmitz. These men deserve
our gratitude and praise, because all of them have
touched thousands of lives with God’s grace. All of them
have served without counting the cost. And each is an example of the many other extraordinary men who serve
God’s people as priests in Colorado. As we begin this “Year
for Priests” announced by Pope Benedict, let’s remember
to keep them in our daily prayers. Let’s also commit ourselves to support and encourage our priests in every way
we can. They depend for everything on the love of God—
and also on the love of their people.
Please join me in congratulating our new monsignors—
and all our priests—on lives of generosity and service
well-lived.
An archdiocesan vespers service investiture and reception
for the new monsignors will take place in the early fall; details will appear in the Denver Catholic Register.

Pope says moral values must be part
of economic recovery, development
BY CINDY WOODEN

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Ethical
values are needed to overcome the
current global economic crisis as
well as to eradicate hunger and
promote the real development of
all the world’s peoples, Pope
Benedict XVI said in his new encyclical.
The document, “Caritas in
Veritate” (“Charity in Truth”), was
dated June 29 and released at the
Vatican July 7.
The truth that God is the creator of human life, that every life
is sacred, that the earth was given
to humanity to use and protect
and that God has a plan for each
person must be respected in development programs and in economic recovery efforts if they are
to have real and lasting benefits,
the pope said.
Charity, or love, is not an option
for Christians, he said, and “practicing charity in truth helps people
understand that adhering to the
values of Christianity is not merely
useful, but essential for building a
good society and for true integral
development,” he wrote.
In addressing the global economic crisis and the enduring
poverty of the world’s poorest
countries, he said, “the primary
capital to be safeguarded and valued is man, the human person in
his or her integrity.”
The global dimension of the financial crisis is an expression of
the moral failure of greedy financiers and investors, of the lack of
oversight by national governments
and of a lack of understanding that
the global economy required internationally recognized global control, Pope Benedict said.
“In the face of the unrelenting
growth of global interdependence,
there is a strongly felt need, even in
the midst of a global recession, for
a reform of the United Nations organization, and likewise of economic institutions and international finance, so that the concept
of the family of nations can acquire
real teeth,” the pope wrote.
“To manage the global economy; to revive economies hit by the
crisis; to avoid any deterioration of
the present crisis and the greater
imbalances that would result; to
bring about integral and timely
disarmament, food security and
peace; to guarantee the protection
of the environment and to regulate
migration: for all this, there is ur-
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POPE BENEDICT XVI signs a copy
of his encyclical, "Caritas in
Veritate" ("Charity in Truth"), at
the Vatican July 6.
gent need of a true world political
authority,” he said.
Pope Benedict insisted that the
idea of the world’s richest nations
scaling back development aid
while focusing on their own economic recovery overlooked the
long-term economic benefits of
solidarity and not simply the
human and Christian moral obligation to help the poor.
“In the search for solutions to
the current economic crisis, development aid for poor countries
must be considered a valid
means of creating wealth for all,”
the pope said.
The economic growth of poorer
countries and their citizens’ demands for consumer goods actually benefit producers in the
world’s wealthier nations, he said.
The pope said that “more economically developed nations
should do all they can to allocate
larger portions of their gross domestic product to development
aid,” respecting the obligations
they made to the U.N.
Millennium Development Goals
aimed at significantly reducing
poverty by 2015.
Pope Benedict said food and
water are the “universal rights of all
human beings without distinction
or discrimination” and are part of
the basic right to life.
He also said that being pro-life
means being pro-development,
especially given the connection
between poverty and infant mortality, and that the only way to promote the true development of

people is to promote a culture in
which every human life is welcomed and valued.
“The acceptance of life strengthens moral fiber and makes people
capable of mutual help,” he said.
He said the environment, life,
sexuality, marriage and social relations are inextricably united.
If society does not respect
human life from its conception to
its natural end, “if human conception, gestation and birth are made
artificial, if human embryos are
sacrificed to research, the conscience of society ends up losing
the concept of human ecology
and, along with it, that of environmental ecology,” he said.
Development programs and offers of aid that encourage coercive
population-control methods and
the promotion of abortion do not
have the good of people at heart
and limit the recipients’ motivation to become actors in their own
development and progress, the
pope said.
In addition, he said, an anti-life
mentality in the world’s richest
countries is related to the lack of
concern for the poor.
“How can we be surprised by the
indifference shown toward situations of human degradation when
such indifference extends even to
our attitude toward what is and is
not human?” the pope asked.
“While the poor of the world
continue knocking on the doors of
the rich, the world of affluence
runs the risk of no longer hearing
those knocks on account of a conscience that can no longer distinguish what is human,” he said.
Pope Benedict also emphasized
Church teaching that making
money and being wealthy are not
sins, but that the way the money is
made and the way it is used can be.
The encyclical condemned corruption, the exploitation of workers, the destruction of the environment, the continuing practice of
wealthy nations imposing such
high tariffs on imports that they
shut poor countries out of the international marketplace and, especially, an “excessive zeal” for enforcing patents, especially on
medications that could save the
lives of thousands of poor people if
they were available at a reasonable
cost.
Pope Benedict called for “a profoundly new way of understand-

See Encyclical, Page 6
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Pope names eight local priests to rank of monsignor
Pope Benedict XVI has named
eight priests of the Archdiocese of
Denver as monsignors, with the
rank of Chaplain to His Holiness.
The men so honored are Msgrs.
Robert Amundsen, David Croak,
Jorge De Los Santos, Michael
Glenn, Robert Kinkel, Kenneth
Leone, Peter Quang Nguyen and
Bernard Schmitz.
In making the announcement
on June 7, Msgr. Thomas Fryar,
V.G., moderator of the curia, asked
that the faithful keep these men in
their prayers.
“We hope you’ll join the bishops
in congratulating them for their
years of outstanding service to the
Church and her people,” he said.
It is the first time in nine years
priests of the Denver Archdiocese
have been granted the honorary
title.
An archdiocesan vesper service
investiture and reception for the
new monsignors is tentatively
planned for the fall.

Msgr. Robert Amundsen
Born in Denver on Sept. 10,
1944, Robert
L e r o y
Amundsen
attended St.
T h o m a s
Seminary in
Denver and
N o r t h
American
College in Rome. Ordained on
Dec. 19, 1969, his first assignment
was as assistant pastor at

Presentation of Our Lady Parish in
Denver, becoming pastor there in
1976. He has also served as pastor
at Christ the King Parish in Denver
and at Blessed John XXIII
University Parish in Fort Collins.
He has been elected as dean of his
deanery in the past, served as director of Campus Ministry for the
Denver Archdiocese and, since
2002, he has been pastor at
Immaculate Conception Parish in
Lafayette.

Msgr. David Croak
A native of Janesville, Wis., David
Paul Croak
was born on
Nov. 25, 1939.
He attended
St. Thomas
Seminary and
was ordained
in Denver on
May 28, 1966.
He first served as assistant pastor
at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in
Denver and at St. Joan of Arc Parish
in Arvada. In 1973 he became administrator pro tem at St. Louis
Parish in Louisville and a year later
he became pastor at Holy Name
Parish in Steamboat Springs and
the mission of St. Martin of Tours
in Oak Creek. He has also served
as pastor at St. Francis de Sales
Parish in Denver, at St. Therese
Parish in Aurora and currently is
pastor at Shrine of St. Anne Parish
in Arvada. He has in the past been
a member of the Presbyteral
Council and a member of the
Archbishop’s
College
of
Consultors.

Msgr. Jorge De Los Santos
Born April 7, 1961, in Torreon,
Coahuila,
Mexico, Juan
Jorge De Los
Santos studied engineering before entering
religious life. He
studied
in
Rome and was ordained in
Torreon, Coahuila, Mexico, on
Aug. 9, 1991. He served as formator at Seminario Menor in
Tuainepantla, Mexico, and then as
director of Escuela Secuno y
Centro
Espiritualid
in
Talanepantla, Mexico, before coming to Colorado in 2002 to become
director for Hispanic Catechesis.
He was assistant pastor at St.
Therese Parish in Aurora while at
the same time serving as liaison to
Hispanic Ministry. He is also a
member of the Presbyteral Council
and Priests Personnel Board. Until
this last month, he was the pastor
at St. Joseph Parish in Denver. This
year, he became full-time vicar for
Hispanic Ministry.

Msgr. Michael Glenn
A native of Broomfield, Michael
Gale Glenn
was born Nov.
15, 1962. He
attended the
University of
Colorado and
the
U.S.
Military
Academy at
West Point, N.Y., before earning a

theology degree at Franciscan
University in Steubenville, Ohio.
He attended seminary at the North
American College in Rome. He
was ordained on June 30, 1990, at
the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate
Conception
in
Denver. For two years he was assistant pastor at Spirit of Christ
Catholic Community in Arvada
before becoming secretary to then
Archbishop J. Francis Stafford.
During that time he also served as
vice chancellor and as ecumenical
and interfaith officer for the
Denver Archdiocese. Following
additional studies at Pontifical
Gregorian University in Rome and
the Franciscan Biblical School and
Ecole Biblique in Jerusalem, he
served as director of vocations,
and later as pastor at St. Mary
Parish in Aspen. Currently, he is
rector of St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary. He serves
on a number of archdiocesan
boards as well as on the Mission
Advisory Council of the Institute of
Priestly Formation at Creighton
University in Omaha, Neb. He is a
member of the Presbyteral
Council, College of Consultors and
the Priests Personnel Board for the
Denver Archdiocese.

Msgr. Robert Kinkel
Born in Denver on Jan. 1, 1944,
Robert James Kinkel studied at St.
Thomas Seminary and was ordained on May 30, 1970, at the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception. He was
assistant pastor at St. Rose of Lima

See Kinkel, Page 17

Our Sunday Visitor’s Catholic
Encyclopedia notes that the word
“monsignor” comes from the
Italian word monsignore which
means “my lord.” It is an honorary
title conferred on diocesan priests
by the pope. All archbishops and
bishops have the right to the title,
one that can be used as opposed to
their formal title of “excellency.”
In past years, there were multiple
rankings of monsignor where
today there are three: Chaplains
of His Holiness, of which the eight
priests of the Archdiocese of
Denver have been named;
Honorary Prelates of His Holiness;
and Apostolic Protonotaries,
which is the highest ranking of the
three. Usually a monsignor of one
rank must have a number of
years’ service before being named
to the next rank. A priest of any
one of the three ranks is addressed as “monsignor” and is
greeted and styled in writing as
“Reverend Monsignor.”
A formal investiture is held to
honor all those who are so named
during which they are installed in
their new vestments, although
priests officially become a monsignor as soon as the announcement is made by the pope. The
last time the Archdiocese of
Denver had priests named monsignor was in the year 2000.
Monsignors are entitled to wear
distinctive vesture similar to that of
a bishop, indicating that they have
been given the honor of being part
of the “papal household.”

B
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THE RANK OF
‘MONSIGNOR’

‘YEAR FOR PRIESTS’ DAILY PRAYER CALENDAR
Please pray for the following priests on the indicated
days, in honor of the Year for Priests:
WEDNESDAY

15

JULY

FR. ADRIAN
CRISTOBAL

22

FR. ANGELO
URDIAIN

THURSDAY

16

FRIDAY

17

FR. ALAN
HARTWAY

23

FR. ARMANDO
ELKHOURY

If interested in sponsoring the Year for Priests daily prayer calendar, please send
an e-mail with contact information to chad.andrzejewski@archden.org

SATURDAY

18

FR. ALLAN
WEINERT

24

FR. BARTHOLOMEW
NADAL

FR. ALVARO
MONTERO

25

FR. BENITO
HERNANDEZ

SUNDAY

19

FR. ALVARO
PANQUEVA

26

FR. BERNARD
MEYER

MONDAY

20

FR. ANDREAS
HOCK

27

MSGR. BERNARD
SCHMITZ

TUESDAY

21

FR. ANGELO
OSSINO

28

FR. BLAINE
BURKEY
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A NOTE FROM THE ARCHBISHOP
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

Dear friends throughout
the archdiocese,

GEORGE WEIGEL

Many of you know that I had
surgery on Thursday, July 9, to relieve chronic pressure on my sciatic nerve. I’ve been touched by the
great number of people who have

What Apollo 11 still means
Forty years ago, on July 20, 1969, a low decade reached a glorious apogee when Neil Armstrong steered Eagle over a lunar rock
field and, with 17 seconds of fuel left, gently set his spidery spacecraft down on the Sea of Tranquility—the first time human beings
had landed on another celestial body. Strangely, Apollo 11 never
quite seized the public imagination the way Apollo 8 did with its
Christmas Eve circumnavigation of the Moon and those stunning
“Earth-rise” photos. Three Apollo missions later (and nine
months before the high drama of Apollo 13), Americans were accustomed to success in spaceflight. There was nothing automatic
about that first lunar landing, though, which was a hair-raiser
until touchdown. On its 40th anniversary, it’s worth remembering
what an extraordinary accomplishment Apollo 11 was.
Perhaps the most impressive thing about the entire Apollo program was the creativity that went into it. No one knew how to do
this in 1961, when President Kennedy announced that the United
States would land a man on the Moon and return him safely to
Earth before the decade was out. The booster rocketry wasn’t yet
designed. The path to the Moon—direct ascent, earth orbit rendezvous, lunar orbit rendezvous?—was undetermined. The stack
of vehicles to do the job hadn’t been imagined. The Apollo command module, Columbia, was the most complex piece of machinery ever built; millions of parts had to be invented from
scratch. The same was true for the lunar module, Eagle, the first
craft ever built to fly solely in space: Should it have three legs or
four? Where would the windows go? Would the astronauts sit or
stand? How do you keep the pilots from punching a hole in the
Elm’s .0000833 inch-thick nickel-steel skin—a hull the thickness
of three sheets of aluminum foil?
Everything about the Apollo program—hardware, software,
navigation techniques, mission rules and procedures—had to be
invented: a stunning exercise in intellectual creativity and engineering prowess. And it was all done without today’s sophisticated computers—the computer on-board Eagle had less computing
power than your standard phone today.
In The Right Stuff, Tom Wolfe justifiably celebrated the courage
and skill of the astronaut corps, spiritual qualities that ought to
remain an inspiration today. Yet in the retrospect of 40 years, what
seems equally impressive is the sheer volume of creative ideas
that made possible Neil Armstrong’s epic transmission—
“Houston, Tranquility Base here. The Eagle has landed”—and
Buzz Aldrin’s word-portrait of the Moon’s “magnificent desolation.” As we ponder the accomplishment of Apollo 11, the
thought that bears repeating is, “No one knew how to do any of
this, eight years before it happened.”
On this anniversary, it’s also worth reflecting on why we
stopped pushing out into space and what that’s meant. At the
height of the space race, it was simply assumed that, after conquering the Moon (and perhaps building a permanent base
there), there would be a Mars mission, which was thought doable
by the end of the 20th century, if not earlier. Yet Congress decreed
that we stop exploring the Moon with Apollo 17; we can’t get back
with the equipment we have now; Mars remains an unfocused
dream; and the next men on the Moon (or beyond) could be
Chinese.
The lowness of another low decade, the 1970s, had something
to do with America’s failure to keep pushing the outside of the envelope in space, I suspect. As in the spiritual life, so in public life:
if we look down, or look around, but don’t look up, the human
spirit withers a bit. After a season of withering, we find it difficult
to imagine ourselves as creatures called to transcend ourselves.
So we turn inward, become self-absorbed, and end up, like contemporary Europe—trapped in a crisis of civilizational morale,
unable to summon the moral energy to create future generations.
God made us for adventure and discovery. Abandoning the
great adventure of manned space exploration was a serious mistake, for America and for the human future.

written and e-mailed about my
health, and I’m very, very grateful
for all the friendship and prayers
directed my way.
So far, so good—in fact, better
than good. The surgery seems to
have worked wonderfully. I want
to offer my heartfelt thanks to my

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Great article
It was wonderful to read such a
great article on the front page of
the (May 13) Register concerning
one of humankind’s biggest problems—global warming. I hope we
can look forward to similar treatment of other social, political, economic and environmental issues
in the future besides the usual, singular focus on abortion.
Matt Bergles
Denver

Global warming
not proven
In your (May 13) issue you featured an article on global warming.
I would like to point out that there
are many unheard scientists who
do not believe that man causes
global warming and that the planet goes through cycles where it is
warmer for a period and then colder for the next. These scientists believe the flight of the Earth around
the sun has more effect on the
temperature of our planet than do
actions or inactions of humans.
This does not mean that we should
be wasteful of our planet or pollute
it, but these scientists believe that
there is nothing that we can do to
change this cycle.
A big problem is that those vocal
global warming advocates use this
issue to promote abortion and
other anti-life issues. They publicly state that there are too many
people and population control is
mandated. In England, one vocal
legislator pronounced that the
British Isles must reduce its population to 30 million. I’m not sure if
he suggests we kill millions of
Britons.
I believe we must get beyond the
rhetoric of global warming and address the issues of life. We need to
openly listen to both sides of this
issue, not just block-off anyone
who has a contrary position.
We should control pollution but
only God can control the natural
cycles of this planet.
Kennan Glaser
Denver

The progressive
environmentalists
The front page article “Who’s
under your carbon footprint” in
the May 13 issue of the DCR is very
controversial and fraught with
misleading conclusions.
While it is important that we all
should be good stewards of the
planet, we should be careful not to
promote ideas, especially in a religious context, that may be contrary to sound evidence or fact.
The article states we should take
responsibility for our contribution
to climate change, and to leave it in
the hands of groups like the
Catholic Coalition on Climate
Change to be advocates for those
who will be left out of the public
policy debate, namely the poor. As
a matter of fact, there is no public
debate because certain self-declared expert leaders and the liberal media have closed the debate
long ago for anyone who does not
agree with the conclusions of whoever the “scientists” are.
It is the belief of many conservative thinkers that the present direction of the progressive environmental movement will create
more poor by reducing the opportunities for meaningful productive
work because of environmental
taxation and over-regulation.
The progressive environmental
movement has become a sort of
religion, teaching that man’s use of
God-given resources is bad, and
that man is the enemy of the environment, elevating the environment above the importance of
human life. Man does not belong
to “mother” earth. Man belongs to
God.
There are several adverse drivers
behind the progressive environmental movement: (1) population
reduction; (2) tremendous profit
for a few in control by taxing each
human; (3) global government,
and (4) lack of faith in God’s providence.
Joe Stano
Lakewood

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Archbishop Chaput underwent back surgery Thursday
morning, July 9. His hospital stay was overnight only.
He is now recuperating. Please keep him in your
prayers for a full and quick recovery.

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

July 17: Keynote, Region XIII Deacon Conference, Hyatt
Regency, Denver (7 p.m.)
July 18: Mass, Steubenville of the Rockies, Colorado
Convention Center, Denver (10 a.m.)

doctors, the nurses, hospital staff
and Religious Sisters of Mercy who
cared so generously for me, and all
the clergy and people of the archdiocese. God willing, I’ll be back at
work the week of July 22.
God bless you all for your friendship and prayers!
Your brother in Christ,
+Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap.

The truth on
climate change
Regarding the May 13 article in
the Denver Catholic Register “
Who’s under your carbon footprint?” As a skeptic, I can hardly
wait for the Catholic Coalition on
Climate Change to come to my
parish to tell all of us uneducated
Catholics to take responsibility for
global warming, save the planet,
and save the poor.
The basic issue of anthropogenic global warming (AGW) is
not related to Catholic theology,
faith or morals, AGW, contrary to
the pop-culture media it is not a
settled issue, there is no “consensus” in the international scientific
community, and the basic scientific debate continues today.
Last year, for example, over 650
international scientists submitted
a detailed report to the U.S. Senate
highlighting numerous scientific
problems and basic errors made in
IPCC’s (Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change) computer
model (100 year) projections used
to support AGW. Keep in mind,
current meteorological science
has a difficult time in predicting
weather more than 36 hours in advance.
The truth of AGW will not be determined by the Catholic Church,
it will be resolved by scientific
methodology and open debate.
Michael Bessler
Lakewood

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number. We
rely on our readers to recognize that the
opinions expressed in letters to the editor
are those of the author and are not
necessarily those of the Archdiocese of
Denver. Letters containing plainly
misstated facts, misinformation or
libelous statements will not be printed.
Unsigned letters will not be printed.
Letters will be edited. Send letters to:
Editor, Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 or fax to
303-715-2045. E-mail us at:
editor@archden.org.

July 19: Mass, Our Lady of Peace Parish, Greeley,
English (11:30 a.m.), Spanish (1:30 p.m.)
July 20: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); New
Pastors’ Workshop, St. Malo Retreat Center, Allenspark
(5 p.m.)
July 21: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
July 22: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
July 23: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
July 24-25: Solemn professions for the Nashville
Dominicans, Nashville, Tenn.
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THE CATEQUIZ’EM
When the risen Jesus
returned, what did he invite
Thomas to do?
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON

a. Touch his wounds;
b. Repay the blood money he got for the betrayal;
c. Show the disciples that he could balance
plates on sticks.
6. Thomas then:
a. Professed his belief;
b. Rejected the idea of the faith and leaves
for India;

Every July, the Church remembers St.
Thomas the Apostle.
1. He is mentioned as one of the Twelve
Apostles in this New Testament book, probably the first actually written:

c. Demanded Jesus perform miracles.
7. Thomas is referred to “Didymus”—what is
this?
a. It means one who is skeptical;

a. Psalms;

b. It means “twin” in Greek;

b. Mark;

c. It means “the believer” or “the credulous.”

c. Micah.

8. This may be redundant. Why?

2. He has become known by this, perhaps unfair, adjective:

a. All the Jews of the day were skeptical
about Jesus’ claims;

a. Skinny;

b. Thomas comes from a Hebrew root meaning “twin”;

b. Doubting;

c. Thomas is from the Hebrew “toma” to believe.

c. Merry.
3. This was caused by a series of events,
which started when:
a. Thomas attempted to free the arrested
Jesus;

9. Thomas, according to some sources, may
not have been an actual name, but is used
because the actual name is disreputable.
What was that?

b. Thomas denied Jesus three times;

a. Pilates;

c. The risen Jesus visited the disciples when
Thomas was absent.

b. Kipperbang;

a. Thomas betrayed Jesus to the Temple
priests and the Roman;
b. Thomas refused to believe it until he saw
for himself;
c. Thomas was unable to convince the disciples that he believed.
5. When Jesus returned what did he invite
Thomas to do?

c. Judas.
10. Thomas is reputed to have been the first
or only apostle to have:
a. Travelled outside the Roman Empire;
b. Brought his own beer to the Last Supper;
c. Received the gift of dyeing cloth, hence
been the first to “dye for God.”
ANSWERS: 1. b, 2.b, 3.c, 4.b, 5.a, 6.a, 7.b,
8.b, 9.c, 10.a

4. The faith issue arises because when the
disciples related their story:

ASK AN APOLOGIST
Q: WHY IS OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE SO
IMPORTANT TO HISPANIC CATHOLICS?
A: In 1531, 10 years after the conquest of
peared to him. Our Lady asked Juan
Mexico City by the Spanish, with only a
Diego to gather roses from the hilltop (a
handful of Catholic missionaries in
place where roses are not common, espeMexico, the progress in evangelization of
cially during winter). He did, collecting
the Aztecs was slow. But then, “A great
the roses in his cloak. Later, opening the
sign appeared in the sky, a woman
cloak in the presence of the bishop, the
clothed with the sun, with the moon
miraculous image of Our Lady of
under her feet, and on her head
Guadalupe was discovered to be
a crown of 12 stars. She was
imprinted on the cloak itself. As
with child and wailed aloud in
a result of Mary’s appearance,
pain as she labored to give
thousands of Mexican natives
birth” (Rev 12:1-3). A Mexican
and Spaniards alike recognized
native, Juan Diego
in her image God’s plan for the
Coatlatoatzin, was encountered
salvation of this new land.
by a woman on Tepeyac Hill,
Today, the cloak is on display in
outside Mexico City. The woman,
the Basilica of Our Lady of
LUIS SOTO
fulfilling the description given in
Guadalupe in Mexico City.
the Book of Revelation, spoke to Juan
For the Mexican people, and many
Diego in his native language. She told him
Hispanics, Our Lady of Guadalupe repreto go to the bishop, Juan de Zumárraga,
sents the beginning of the evangelization
with her request that he build a temple in
of the “new world.” Pope John Paul II
that area, where she would listen to the
called Our Lady of Guadalupe, “the star
needs of those who ask her for help.
of the New Evangelization and patroness
The woman, Mary, also fulfilled the description of the mother of the Aztec god,
Tonantzin. She said she was Coatlasupe—
“the one who steps on the serpent.”
Later, the name was changed to
“Guadalupe.” She was pregnant, as described in Revelation. The bishop asked
Juan Diego for proof that Mary had ap-

of the Americas”—the symbol of
Catholicism in the new world.

This week’s apologist is Luis Soto, director of Hispanic Ministry and of Centro
San Juan Diego, the Denver
Archdiocese’s center for pastoral and
family care for Spanish-speaking
Catholics.
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BRIEFS

Pope discusses bioethics, G-8
summit with Obama at Vatican
PRESIDENT
Barack
Obama
presents a
stole as a
gift to Pope
Benedict
XVI as U.S.
first lady
Michelle
Obama
looks on at
the Vatican
July 10.

CNS PHOTO/CATHOLIC PRESS PHOTO/POOL

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—The
Church’s position on bioethical
issues got marked attention during Pope Benedict XVI’s meeting
with U.S. President Barack
Obama July 10. In addition to giving Obama a copy of his latest encyclical, which the pope had been
presenting to visiting heads of
state since its release July 7, the
pope also presented a copy of the
Vatican document on biomedical
ethics, “Dignitas Personae” (“The
Dignity of a Person”). When presenting the gifts after their 35minute closed-door meeting, the
pope gave Obama a signed, white

leather-bound copy of the encyclical, “Caritas in Veritate”
(“Charity in Truth”), then indicated the light-green soft-cover instruction on bioethics issued last
December by the Vatican
Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith. “Oh, what we discussed
earlier,” said Obama, referring to
their closed-door discussions. “I
will have some reading to do on
the plane.” Obama was given the
instruction to help him better understand the Church’s position on
bioethics, Msgr. Georg Ganswein,
papal secretary, told journalists in
the pool covering the visit.

U.S. archbishop is part of
Legionaries’ visitation that
starts July 15
ROME (CNS)—A Vatican-ordered apostolic visitation of the
Legionaries of Christ and their institutions will begin July 15, and
the papal delegates carrying out
the investigations will include U.S.
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., of Denver. In a written
statement sent to Catholic News
Service July 8, the Legionaries’
headquarters in Rome said the
Vatican had set the date for the
start of the visitation and named
the five prelates appointed by the
Vatican to carry out the visits. It
said Vatican Secretary of State
Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone told the
order that Archbishop Chaput will
conduct investigations of the

Legionaries’ centers and institutions in the United States and
Canada while Mexican Bishop
Ricardo Watty Urquidi of Tepic will
cover Mexico and Central America.
It said Bishop Giuseppe Versaldi of
Alessandria, Italy, will cover Italy,
Israel, South Korea and the
Philippines; Archbishop Ricardo
Ezzati Andrello of Concepcion,
Chile, will visit centers and institutions in South America; and
Bishop Ricardo Blazquez Perez of
Bilbao, Spain, will cover all of
Europe, excluding Italy. Each delegate will conduct his investigation
“according to the timetable and
program that he establishes,” said
the statement.

Encyclical

He also said that investing always has a moral as well as an
economic significance.
“What should be avoided is a
speculative use of financial resources that yields to the temptation of seeking only shortterm profit without regard for
the long-term sustainability of
the enterprise, its benefit to the
real economy and attention to
the advancement—in suitable
and appropriate ways—of further economic initiatives in
countries in need of development,” he said.

From Page 2
ing business,” which recognizes
that investors are not a company’s only stakeholders, no matter
how the business is structured
and financed.
Employees, those who produce
the raw materials, people who
live in the communities where
the company is based, where its
products originate and where its
products are sold all have a stake
in the business, the pope said.
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Will Pope Benedict’s encyclical
take root? Only time will tell
BY DENNIS SADOWSKI

WASHINGTON (CNS)—Now that Pope
Benedict XVI’s long-awaited social encyclical, “Caritas in Veritate” (“Charity in Truth”),
has been released, a key question arises: Will
the pope’s call to reform economic and social systems so they encompass broader
moral values while focusing on human development be taken seriously by the world’s
decision-makers?
It just may happen, said several Catholic
business leaders, social justice advocates
and those involved with developing social
policy.
Certainly, they concluded, there is no
better time than the present—as the world
struggles to overcome its deepest economic recession in nearly 80 years—to give ethical concerns greater consideration in policy decisions.
“This (the encyclical) is a message people
are open to,” said John Carr, executive director of the Department of Justice, Peace and
Human Development at the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops. “The idea
that business as usual, that economics as
usual, that economics divorced from ethics
is the way forward has taken a huge hit.
“I think almost everybody understands
that what we have here is not only an economic failure but a moral failure,” Carr
added.
Carr’s analysis is one shared across a
broad cross section of American political,
academic and justice networks that have
conducted countless studies into how the
crisis developed. Segments of the business
community, particularly the financial sector, might agree, but their observations
have been guarded.
Overall, however, not many professionals will admit that their actions led to the
massive financial failures in what author
Chuck Collins described to Catholic News
Service as “a bubble economy based on
casino capitalism.”
“We’ve moved to an extreme,” explained
Collins, a Catholic, who co-wrote “The
Moral Measure of the Economy,” published in 2007 by Orbis Books. “You have a
value of regard for life over a focus on consumption and material happiness,” he
said. “We’ve reached this kind of zenith of a
value imbalance.”
Collins said he expects that Pope
Benedict’s message, based on common values that people around the world hold, will
lead to new regulations on business practices to prevent recent abuses in the financial markets from occurring again.
“Most people are hungry to live in a society that places values above individual greed
and want to live in communities where
human life and opportunity flourish,” he
said.
Catholic business owner Umberto P.
Fedeli, president and CEO of the Fedeli
Group, one of Ohio’s largest insurance brokerage firms, was more outspoken in his
comments. He said the business world can
learn much from the recession that started
in December 2007.
“If we treated people like we were our
brother’s keeper and we were more men and
women for others, then we would have
probably avoided a big part of this economic crisis, which has been an unfortunate
moral crisis,” Fedeli told CNS from his office
in suburban Cleveland.

“I do business the way I want to be treated,” said Fedeli, a lifelong Catholic. “You
treat your associates like they’re an extension of your family. You treat your customers
and clients like they’re your best friends. You
treat your business partners and associates
as a member of your extended family.
“If you do this, you wouldn’t have to
compromise.”
Steve Hayes, senior partner and founder
of the Human Capital Group Inc., a
Nashville, Tenn., executive placement and
leadership consulting firm, went a step further, saying that business leaders would do
well to adopt Christ’s example of being a servant leader.
“As a business leader, it’s such a paradox
because we’re wired to put ourselves first
and others second,” he explained. “But
Christ modeled that that’s not the successful path.
“Until we as individuals and as leaders of
families and employees and leaders of businesses really get what Christ is teaching us, I
think we’re always going to have the issues
the pope’s talking about,” Hayes said.
Hayes’ 9-year-old company has worked to
uphold the strictest ethical standards. His
firm has expanded to four other cities in
Florida, Georgia and Ohio and had revenues
of $2.3 million in 2008, placing it among the
top 25 percent of executive placement firms
in the country. He attributed his success to
adhering to ethical business principles and
to following the “paradox of the cross.”
“That’s what the pope is trying to challenge us to be, to not be me-centered, but to
be other-centered,” he said.
While Hayes and Fedeli have found success running their companies based on
strong ethical practices, Carr acknowledged
that the moral framework for a just society
offered by Pope Benedict in “Charity in
Truth” will not be easy to implement.
But that does not mean people should
ever stop trying. Just ask Sister Simone
Campbell, executive director of Network, a
Catholic social justice lobby, which for 38
years has promoted legislation and policies in Congress to ensure a more equitable world.
“(The encyclical) is not a call to religious
conversion,” Sister Simone, a Sister of Social
Service, told CNS. “It’s a call to economic reality. ... It’s a very pragmatic, eyes-wide-open
approach that gives it greater resonance in
the public forum.”
In the real world, the pope’s call to action
can lead to needed steps that most people
can agree upon, said author Collins, who
also directs the Program on Inequality and
the Common Good at the Institute for Policy
Studies. He called for new measures to
gauge human progress, much like the Dow
Jones industrial average measures the ups
and downs of the economy.
“We have to have indicators that actually
measure the flourishing of human life and
this should be as important as the Dow
Jones,” he said.
People of faith, led by the hope that God
promises, can lead the way in such reforms,
the USCCB’s Carr said.
“The crisis has created a moment that
could lead to conversion,” he said. “And
we’re in the conversion business. We’re in the
persuasion business.
“It is a countercultural message. And
guess what? The culture we got isn’t working,
so maybe we’re onto something.”
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Couples tell of benefits using
natural family planning
July 19-25 marks
NFP Awareness
Week
BY ANN WALKER

Not only does natural family
planning work, but couples who
have switched from contraception to the Church approved
method for birth regulation say
NFP is empowering and healthier
for women and enriches a couple’s relationship.
July 19-25 marks this year’s observance of Natural Family
Planning Awareness Week, a national educational campaign of
the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops. July 25 also highlights
the anniversary of the papal encyclical “Humanae Vitae,” which
articulates Catholic beliefs about
human sexuality, conjugal love
and responsible parenthood.
To bring awareness to the truth
and beauty of Church teachings
on birth control and natural family planning, two couples shared
their experiences regarding the
decision to switch to NFP after
years of using artificial birth control.
Jill and Greg, married in 1995,
never received any instruction on
NFP or Church teaching on contraception during their marriage
preparation. As a result, the newlyweds used birth control for several years.

2009 NFP WEEK POSTER.

POSTERS are available for purchase through the USCCB.
“We never heard anything
about NFP prior to being married
so we never thought anything of
it,” Jill said.
Several years into their marriage,
Jill and Greg began their family.
After the birth of their third daughter, Jill decided she no longer wanted to use birth control. After receiving the sacrament of reconciliation and talking with their priest,
the couple began using NFP.
“Had we known sooner, we
would have used it from the beginning,” Jill said. “I truly believe the
Holy Spirit was at work, our knowledge of the Catholic Church and its
teachings began to really take off—
everything we read said that contraception was evil.”
The decision to use NFP has
had a positive impact on their
marriage and on Jill’s personal
health and well-being.
“We are more open to life and I
have personally found NFP to be
empowering,” she said. “It makes
me more aware of my health—I
have fewer migraines and believe
the complications with my last
pregnancy were caused by previous use of contraceptives.”
Jill and Greg are so convicted
by their use of NFP that they hope
to become NFP teachers with the
Couple to Couple League in
Denver.
“After being ignorant for so
long I feel a need to help others
understand the simplicity and
the strength of NFP,” Jill explained. “I don’t know why anyone, even those who aren’t
Catholic, wouldn’t embrace NFP
in their marriage. It gives knowledge, self-control and can even
improve self-esteem.”
Michelle and Zach had been
using different contraceptive devices for years, most notably the
intrauterine device (IUD). After
complications including migraines, an ectopic pregnancy (a
fertilized egg implanted outside of
the uterus), two expelled IUDs and

NATURAL FAMILY
PLANNING
• To learn about different
methods of NFP available in the
Archdiocese of Denver, visit
archden.org (select “Offices,”
then “Marriage and Family Life”)
• For resources to promote NFP
week, visit usccb.org (select
“NFP Week” banner)
• For special events during NFP
week, see the Bulletin Board on
Page 22

overall poor body image, Michelle
went to her priest in desperation to
learn more about NFP.
“I was so disconnected from
my body and really struggled
with the guilt from my ectopic
pregnancy,” Michelle said. “I was
preventing my body—physically
and chemically—from doing
what it was created to do.”
Michelle was directed by her
priest to the Archdiocese of
Denver’s Marriage and Family Life
Web site for more information on
NFP. Michelle and Zach were
quickly connected to a Creighton
FertilityCare practitioner to learn
the Creighton method of NFP.
“I can’t even begin to explain
how much this system has helped
me feel more in touch with my
body,” Michelle said. “For the first
time in my life I feel like I belong in
my body. It’s a real blessing!”
Although the effectiveness of
NFP is as high as 99 percent,
many couples still have a fear of
using it to avoid pregnancy. This
was the case for Michelle, who
was worried there was no logic
behind the process.
“I began to get the hang of the
observations and charting, and I
was amazed at how my body was
responding,” she said. “I can tell
when I’m fertile and really understand my body. It’s been an emotional and mental victory for me.”
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THE GOOD NEWS ON YOUTH

A new teen religion
BY CHRISTOPHER STEFANICK

In the soon-to-be classic sci-fi
movie “The Thing,” an alien
overtakes a small band of scientists in Antarctica. The shapeshifting demon from another
world assumes the appearance
and mannerisms of the people it
kills. They look the same on the
outside, but on the inside it’s a
whole
different
story.
Something very similar is happening with Christian teens in
America. They may look the
same as they always have on the
outside—going through the motions, receiving sacraments, and
even attending religious ed
classes—but often on the inside
their faith is something entirely
different.
According to the National
Study on Youth and Religion, a

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

July 19: 16th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings
• Jeremiah 23:1-6
• Psalm 23
• Ephesians 2:13-18
• Mark 6:30-34
Overview: In light of the “Year
for Priests” this week’s readings
invite us in a special way to reflect
on the beautiful gift of the priesthood to the Church—especially in
terms of their role as preachers
and teachers. In our first reading
God denounces the “shepherds”
of Israel “who mislead and scatter
the flock” through idolatrous
practices and false teachings.
They were more concerned about
appeasing the king and telling the
people what they wanted to hear
rather than being true to God. The
Psalm echoes the first reading as it
simultaneously points to the
Gospel where Christ is portrayed
as the Good Shepherd who leads
his disciples to a place of rest
where he refreshes them with his
teachings. The second reading
speaks of peace that can only be
mediated through Christ who
“preached peace to you who were
far off (Gentiles) and peace to
those who were near (Jews).” If
we’re alienated from others it’s because we’re alienated from God.
Peace begins when we’re reconciled with God first. After taking
his disciples to a quiet place to
rest for awhile, Jesus returns to the
crowds who were “like sheep
without a shepherd.” Jesus shows
his love for them by teaching
them the truth.

See Scripture, Page 20

of the faith they hold. And while
this was true of all denominations, it was especially true of
Catholic teens: more than 50
recent survey of 3,000-plus percent of whom “agree” or
American teens, most young “strongly agree” with reincarnapeople regard faith as very im- tion—just to name one of many
innocently held hereportant, their parents
sies unearthed by the
as their number one
study. One teen interspiritual influence,
viewed didn’t even
and they stick to trathink belief in God
ditional
religious
had any impact on
practices. On the outhis faith. “I’ll never
side, religion looks
stop being Catholic,”
the same for them as
he said, “even if I stop
it did for their grandbelieving in God, I’ll
parents. Most teens
CHRISTOPHER
still be Catholic.”
aren’t
becoming
STEFANICK
The study attribWiccans,
smoking
uted the particularly
strange herbs or rubbing crystals for enlighten- poor understanding of the faith
among Catholic teens to the fact
ment.
But when the study dug deep- that their parents are less likely
er it also found that underneath to be actively involved in
all the holy smoke, most teens Church, and their parishes are
do not believe as their grand- less likely to invest in youth
parents believed, in fact, they ministry than their Protestant
have almost no understanding counterparts. (Does the result

of this lack of investment surprise anyone?)
Teens have a tendency to fill
in their lack of understanding
about the faith with “doctrines”
of their own. The “doctrines”
held by American teens across
religious and denominational
lines were so similar that the
folks at the helm of the national
study said it could almost be
considered a new religion. They
dubbed
it:
Moralistic
Therapeutic Deism (though I’d
have just called it “the Thing”).
To sum it up, Moralistic
Therapeutic Deists believe that
God rewards good people and
punishes bad (moralistic); that
the primary goal of faith is to
make one feel good (therapeutic); and that God is a distant
force that sometimes intervenes
when we need him but isn’t all
that involved in our lives
(deism). Other traditionally
held dogmas are up for grabs.
Don’t be deceived by outward

appearances, many of the teens
sitting in our pews might call
themselves Catholic, Lutheran,
or Methodist, but their faith has
been taken over by “the Thing.”
Because they were careful to
keep exterior appearances the
same, the ingenious alien critters in the sci-fi world could
have conceivably taken over
countless planets without anyone noticing until it was too
late. It’s safe to say that in places
where Catholic parents and
parishes don’t invest much in
the formation of their teens,
soon it will be too late, despite
what outward appearances
imply. Moralistic Therapeutic
Deists aren’t likely to fill our
pews for long after their parents
stop making them.
Speaker
and
author
Christopher Stefanick is director
of Youth, Young Adult and
Campus Ministry for the Denver
Archdiocese. Visit chris-stefanick.com.
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Loyola School: educating and evangelizing the Denver community
BY ELIZABETH M. DELINE

Since 1924, St. Ignatius Loyola
Church has ministered to immigrants in Denver’s inner city. The
parish began its ministry when a
rush of Italian and Irish settlers
moved to Colorado to take hold
of new opportunities on the
Western frontier. Today, Loyola
continues its mission amid new
demographics.
Immigrant families coming
from African countries such as
Nigeria, Uganda and the Sudan,
are settling in around the historic red-brick parish to send
their children to its grade
school, which provides an excellent academic environment

along with a solid Christian
moral atmosphere for the children.
The small school, offering
grades kindergarten through
sixth, is the only primarily
African-American
Catholic
school in Denver. Although
more than 70 percent of the students and their families are not
Catholic, there is no hesitation
for the Sisters of Charity of
Cincinnati, under the leadership of longtime principal Sister
Mary Ellen Roach, along with
the Jesuit priests who run the
school and parish, to employ a
faith-based curriculum.
“Loyola has a dual mission,”
said Father Thomas Jost, pastor

LOYOLA SCHOOL
Address: 2350 Gaylord St.,
Denver
Phone: 303-355-9900
A LOOK UP CLOSE: For more
than 75 years Loyola School has
provided excellent academic formation to children in Denver’s
inner city. Alumni, parishioners
and Denver residents are asked
to donate time and resources to
the school to help maintain its
needs, to ensure Denver’s future
generations a first-rate education founded upon the Gospel
message.
CLEAN UP DAY
Sponsored by: Seeds of Hope
Charitable Trust
When: Aug. 8, 9 a.m.-noon
Where: Loyola School
To volunteer: contact
betsyb@seedsofhopetrust.org;
call 303-715-3127

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

FATHER Thomas Jost outside Loyola School.
of Loyola for the past 12 years.
“First, to provide a solid,
Catholic education to parishioners and their families and
secondly, to provide AfricanAmerican families a unique alternative to the public schools
that are in the area.”
Where many schools focus on
academics or on security in the
environment, Loyola, while offering both, also gives students
an opportunity to know Christ

and the Gospel message. That it
is successful doing so comes
across in conversations with its
students.
“The best part of Loyola is
learning about Jesus Christ,” asserted
third-grader
David
Acevedo, 7. “I like to learn about
him so that I can teach my
younger brother about him.”
Loyola sixth-grader Kendra
Johnson, 11, agreed.
“I love my school because of

the teachers and what they
teach,” she said enthusiastically.
“It is wonderful!”
Because Loyola only goes up
to sixth grade, many of the students go on to Blessed
Sacrament School for the seventh and eighth grades.
Looking at scores from the
Iowa Basic Skills exams, Father
Jost explained that a majority of
the students arriving to Loyola
are behind academically. But
through the hard work of the
teachers, the children begin
catching up by the third grade.
By the time they reach the fifth
and sixth grades, they excel to
the top of the charts.
In the blue-painted library
lined with books, inspirational
sayings from Mother Teresa and
other saints are stenciled onto
the walls. Asked what the most
important thing he has learned
at Loyola School is, fifth-grader
Anthony White pointed to the
aphorism on the library door:
“Hard work beats talent when
talent doesn’t work hard.”
Community members said
that would be only one of the
lessons a student would take
away with them after leaving
Loyola. The most important
one, said Father Jost, is the
knowledge that they are children of God.
“Sensing they are part of the
family of God and that their
classmates and everyone in the
world also shares that same inheritance,” he said. “This is the
primary Christian vision which
we strive to instill in our students.”
Proud of the strong Christian
identity Loyola imparts to its
students, Father Jost described
the venerable school as “an
evangelization outreach to the
community.”
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The importance of Catholic education
BY MSGR. PETER
QUANG NGUYEN

As Catholics, in following Jesus
Christ we must also follow his
command to “make disciples of
all nations.” Faith is never a private matter. It is always public.
The Christian cannot remain
silent about the Gospel. We must
bear witness to the world, for the
sake of the world. Neither the
world nor the Church can draw
nourishment from invisible or
anonymous Christians.
In the ancient Church, to be a
witness to the crucified Christ—
our Lord and God—led to the
use of the Greek word martus
(martyr). While the manner of
witness may have changed, the
need for it has not. Catholic education is called to prepare “people of God” to be witnesses of
the Holy Trinity in the world. It is
one of the main works of evangelization of the Church: to
avoid “conformity to the spirit of
the world” and to remain
unique, a people set apart, a
priestly community. In other
words, Catholic education helps

Catholics to draw the line be- of the Church in the world. It
tween “being” and “doing.”
provides a sound knowledge of
Being Catholic is a gift of faith, the Catholic faith and a sure unhope and love; a life-time jour- derstanding of Catholic moral
ney to experience and
and social teaching in
to live according to the
the lifelong journey of
identity that it signiprayer and contemfies. Education in
plation.
It
leads
Catholic
schools—
Catholics to a personal
which includes a
relationship with Jesus
parish community and
the Lord our God, defaith practiced in the
velops love of his
home—exists to imChurch and inspires
plement a specific edhope of salvation for
MSGR. PETER
ucational ideal: to fos- QUANG NGUYEN all.
ter a deepening of faith
In the midst of secuand knowledge to be used to lar humanism, materialism and
give witness to Christ. Pope John nihilism, Catholic education
Paul II reinforced this mission in must embrace the difference
his encyclical letter “Fides et that Pope John Paul II wrote
Ratio,” writing: “Faith needs rea- about: to teach the truth of the
son if it is not to wither into su- Catholic faith, and the reasoning
perstition, and reason needs of Catholic moral and social
faith if it is to be saved from end- teaching. Being a Christ-cenless disappointment … it is only tered institution, a Catholic
in truth that the human heart school ought to teach children to
will find rest.”
have a deeper relationship with
Following the teaching of God and others in prayerful worHoly Mother Church, Catholic ship, and to appreciate human
education, then, strengthens dignity and the supreme value of
Catholic Christians to live and to human life.
do their proper roles in the life
In 2000, I had the privilege to

offer the Eucharist at the 50-year
anniversary of my parent’s wedding and my 10-year anniversary
as a priest. After they renewed
their vows, I blessed a new set of
wedding rings for my mother
and father, to replace their original wedding rings, which they
had sold when I was a child in
order to pay my tuition. They
made a tremendous sacrifice for
my Catholic education. At that
Mass, I presented them, with
tears of joy and thanksgiving, a
new set of wedding rings as a
token of my appreciation. Their
sacrifice gave me an opportunity
to become a witness of Christ
Jesus in my daily life.
I also want to tell you about
my old parish and school pastor
in Vietnam. Even though our
church was poor, our pastor created a scholarship award to help
needy students to remain in the

school. I gained that blessing by
studying hard to be worthy of
that scholarship.
When I came to this country
as a refugee in early 1982, the
Archdiocese of Denver helped
me to continue to study for the
priesthood. The Church invested sacrifices of time, talent,
treasure and prayer to help me
become your servant as your
priest. Without my parents’ sacrifice of faith and love, without
the support of my pastor and
parish in Vietnam, and without
the support of the people of the
Archdiocese of Denver, I would
not have become the priest that
I am.
Indeed, the Catholic education I received and have been
nourished by is continuing to
transform me—and you—to be
a witness of the Good News of
Jesus in the world.
Msgr. Peter Quang Nguyen is
pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes
Church and school in Denver.
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Catholic group offers balance to often polarized environmental debate
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Creatio is a Catholic nonprofit
organization that promotes reconciliation between humans and
creation as a response to environmental problems. The organization is sponsoring an Aug. 17-19
conference titled “Faith and the
Environment: Questions and
Challenges” at St. Malo Retreat
Center in Allenspark. What follows

is an interview the Denver Catholic
Register recently did with Creatio
founder Ricardo Simmonds, who
is pursuing a doctorate in environmental philosophy.

FAITH AND
ENVIRONMENT:
QUESTIONS AND
CHALLENGES

Q: We live in a world where
those who shout the loudest get
the most media attention. What
are your thoughts about those environmentalists who say,“The sky
is falling?”

What: Aug. 17-19 conference
Where: St. Malo Retreat Center,
10758 Highway 7, Allenspark
Information: contact rsimmonds@creatioweb.org; call
303-141-0201 Ext. 350

ST. MALO Catholic Retreat and Conference Center in Allenspark.
A: The environment is not the
first arena where alarmists and
apocalyptic discourses can be
found. On another issue, technology for example, we also find
several alarmists and doomsayers, predicting imminent destruction and chaos. We must notice however, that usually
alarmists are met with skeptics
who fill the opposite role as deniers of any and all dangers, and
these can be as much out of focus
as alarmists. As with technology,
the environment is an issue in
which the Church needs to steer
away from the polarized views
and find the truth. That means
taking whatever is valuable from
the enviro-philes (alarmists) and

the enviro-phobes (skeptics), and
constructing a more accurate
picture of reality. Lately it seems
that alarmists have been getting
more attention, but that must be
countered with truth, not with
mere skepticism.
Q: Can you comment on the
science that is used by those who
present the environmental situation of our planet as a “doomsday scenario”?
A: I think here you allude to
what is more specifically referred
to as “climate change,” since it is
the foremost issue that leads to
doomsday scenarios. One reason
that the climate change issue
lends itself to these alarmist positions is precisely because we
have so little accurate information. Navigating the science on it
is almost a nightmare, and unless
it is your area of expertise, I
would say being well educated on
the matter is almost impossible.
Information and studies are updated by the week, and it is very
hard to navigate through the
maze of good versus bad science,
who funds who, what ideologies
guide different studies, etc.
Because of my work I try to follow
the issue carefully but am very
careful with making authoritative
assertions, and there are very few

people who I think can do so. Of
what I understand so far, the
most conclusive information
points toward the affirmation
that: we know very, very little
about climate change. We cannot
affirm one way or the other about
the dimension and reality of anthropogenic (human caused) affects, and whether these will be
positive or negative implies
much speculation. Models and
predictions have proved to be
very unreliable and will require
decades to show moderate
trends. The complexity of the
issue really raises the uncertainty
of climate change to very high
levels. So I am very suspicious of
authoritarian
doomsayers.
Nevertheless, this doesn’t mean
that we should not take action at
all, as if holding a grudge. There
are many environmentally conscious actions that could reduce
emissions that should be part of
our life anyway. Simplicity, austerity, and a spirit of sacrifice
should be lived as a lifestyle by
every Catholic, and if the environment and society push us for
doing so, that is a blessing.
Q: Education and action,
which you call “civic environmentalism,” would be advocated
by both camps. How does
Creatio use the teachings of the
Catholic faith to attain the goal
of solving environmental problems?

See Creatio, Page 17
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Mullen Home community reenacts
moment in Little Sisters’ history
A RELIGIOUS
sister stands
to take a photo
of a dramatic
production at
Mullen Home
for the Aged
July 2.

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

A celebration was held July 2 at Little
Sisters of the Poor’s Mullen Home for the
Aged in Denver, as the reception area was
transformed into a theater where residents,
staff and volunteers all took part in a dramatic production.
The event, according to Mullen Home administrator Mother Paul Magyar, was in
honor of the provincial superior of the Little
Sisters, Mother Maria Christine, who was
visiting from Chicago. The Little Sisters took
the opportunity to celebrate the history of
their order, which was founded by Blessed
Jeanne Jugan in France in 1839. She will be
canonized in October.
The main part of the dramatic reenactment consisted of music provided by the

Mullen Home residents bell choir, while
other participants portrayed characters
found in a photograph that dates from the
late 1800s taken by English artist James
Collison.
“The picture is one of the earliest replicas
we have of the happenings in the history of
our congregation,” Mother Paul said. “It was
taken in a London home where the Little
Sisters are shown mingled in with the elderly residents, reading letters to them, serving
tea, helping with sewing.”
Following the presentation, all were treated to root beer floats.
“It was a wonderful time of fellowship between residents and staff and volunteers
and young people,” Mother Paul said.
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Class of ’39 grads remain best friends
Regis University hosted its annual Alumni Weekend July 10-12.
This year’s theme, “Destination
Denver,” was planned by the Regis
University Alumni Association and
individual reunion classes, including the two surviving members of
the class of 1939, Stanley M. Hall
and Deacon George J. Reinert,
both of Denver. Hall and Reinert
met at Regis University and have
been best friends ever since their
time together living at Carroll Hall.
While Hall participated in basketball, football and the Delta Sigma
fraternity, Reinert was student
body president and was editor of
the “Ranger” yearbook. In the 70
years since the pair have graduated, Hall and Reinert both married
and raised large families. In 1975,
Reinert was ordained a deacon. At
91, he continues his diaconal services.

FRIENDS
since college, Deacon
George
Reinert and
Stanley Hall
pose outside
Regis
University’s
Main Hall.

PHOTO PROVIDED COURTESY REGIS UNIVERSITY

Dominican Sister Wall served in vocations
GREAT
BEND,
Kan.—
Dominican Sister of Peace Teri
Wall, 59, died June 26 at St. Anthony
Hospital in Denver. She was 59.
Born June 4, 1950, in Butte,
Mont., as Terol Lynne Wall, she was
the daughter of Martin Joseph Wall
and the late Elizabeth Lucille Barry
Wall. She entered the Dominican
sisters’ community in Great Bend,
Kan., on Sept. 1, 1976, and pronounced her first vows Dec. 31.
1978. Sister Wall celebrated 25
years of religious profession in
2003.
Sister Wall ministered in Social
Service in Great Bend from 19771980. She was president of St.

Joseph Memorial Hospital in
Larned, Kan., from 1980-1985. She
later served with Habitat for
Humanity in Americus, Ga., for
two years; was director of Home
Health and Hospice in Great Bend
for five years; and administered St.
Joseph Children’s Home in Salina
for two years. She also served in
Denver in diocesan housing for
two years. After 2001 she was the
Vocation Minister for the
Dominican Sisters of Great Bend
for seven years. In the Denver
Archdiocese for the last four years,
Sister Wall chaired the annual
FOCUS 11 Vocations Awareness
Days for youths.

At the time of her death Sister
Wall was updating her education
to reinstate her Social Service license.
Sister Wall is survived by her
Dominican Sisters of Peace
Community, her father, one sister,
Cynthia Jervis of San Ramon,
Calif., and one brother, Martin J.
Martin III of Novato, Calif. She was
preceded in death by her mother.
A Liturgy of Christian Burial was
held July 3 at the Dominican
Sisters convent in Great Bend.
Burial was in the Dominican
Sisters’ Resurrection Cemetery. A
memorial service was held July 7 at
St. Dominic’s Church in Denver.
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Residence options: tips for
deciding whether to move
or stay put at retirement
BY JULIE FILBY

When planning for retirement, some picture themselves
moving to a bungalow on the
beach, while others are perfectly
happy continuing living in the
familiar home where they’ve
spent many years.
As 76 million Baby Boomers
retire (or prepare to retire),
where they will reside is an important consideration decision,
financially and emotionally.
According to a survey released
by American Association of
Retired Persons this year, more
than one-third of respondents
indicated they would like to
move to another home or area in
retirement.
Financial advisors recommend
that pre-retirees allow plenty of
time, do as much research as possible, and focus on needs and values when considering this decision. Start the process by making
a list of concerns then determine
the highest priorities.

Cost of living
Compare the home values and
taxes (income, sales and property
taxes) of the current location to
the areas being considered. It can
be surprising to discover that
states with lower income taxes
often make up the difference with
higher property and sales taxes.
Also consider that property values vary widely by state.

Proximity to family
For those who value family
and friends above all else, proximity to loved ones likely will be
a key factor in the location decision.

Small town versus city living
Do you prefer the sense of
community from living in a
small town or rural area or does
the hustle-bustle of city life with
its
cultural
opportunities,
restaurants, shopping and public transportation better fit your
lifestyle?

Climate
Some people yearn for yearround sunshine, while others
enjoy the richness of a four-season climate.

Culture
If you plan to move to another
part of the country—or the
world for that matter—it is wise
to do reconnaissance on the geography and culture of the area.
Sometimes people find out they
are annoyed by the accents and
culture of a different location.

Availability of healthcare
If fitness and good health are
top priorities, consider living in
an area where quality healthcare
and a variety of recreational activities are available.
Because home equity can constitute a significant portion of
household assets, some people
sell their homes to raise capital
for retirement. The goal of this
strategy is usually two-fold: to
cover the cost of a new residence,
plus provide excess funds to be
used for day-to-day living expenses. There are factors to consider with this alternative:

Severing emotional ties
Will it be difficult to sell this
home? Were you planning to pass
it on to your heirs?

Replacement housing
Are you prepared for the resulting downsizing or relocation?

Real estate volatility
The housing market is subject
to volatility and there is no guarantee your home will be valued,
and sold, based on your expectations.
The AARP study showed that
nearly half of respondents would
like to continue living in their current homes for as long as possible. For someone who decides to
stay in their current home, there
are financial implications to consider. For example, if the mortgage is paid off, housing expenses
will be lower. However, there can
be maintenance costs that some
experts say can equal about 2 percent of the home’s value each
year.
Whatever the circumstances, it
is important allow ample time for
research and reflection to make
the choice that best matches your
requirements, values and budget.
In the end, home is where the
heart is, and where you feel most
content and comfortable.
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Planning for retirement: finding
what you want to do and funding it
BY JULIE FILBY

It takes a combination of factors to put together a successful
retirement. Well before you plan
to retire, think about what you
really want out of retirement—
find it.
Then develop a specific plan to
pay for it—fund it. While money
itself cannot provide satisfaction,
fulfillment or good health—it can
be the tool that provides a roof
over your head, quality medical
care, good nutrition, the ability to
participate in activities you enjoy
and opportunities to be a generous steward.
The recession has forced
many Americans to save less.
While adjustments may be necessary short-term, don’t lose
sight of your long-term retirement goals.
Accumulation phase
Saving for retirement should
begin as early as possible in life.
Time can be a tremendous resource due to the power of compounding—let your money
work for you.
While retirement needs vary
greatly from household to household, a ballpark estimate is that
your nest egg should be at least
20 times your annual expenses.

This should provide a five percent
withdrawal rate each year without tapping into principal.
To help accumulate that nest
egg, contribute the maximum to
a pre-tax retirement account
each year, such as an employersponsored 401(k) or 401(a) plan,
or an Individual Retirement
Account (IRA). In addition, experts recommend saving at least
10 percent of take-home pay in a
separate account, such as an investment or bank account.
It is wise to “pay yourself”
first. Put the money away before
you have a chance to spend it.
Easy ways to do this are with
payroll deductions to your
401(k) or by establishing a
monthly automatic deposit
from your checking account to a
savings account.
Sources of income
In the past, the sources of income at retirement were often
characterized as a three-legged
stool—with the legs of the stool
being pension income, Social
Security and personal savings
(such as IRAs, 401(k) plans or
savings accounts).
Today when it comes to the
customary three-legged stool,
fewer retirees have the benefit of
a pension. Over the past few

decades, many employers have
shifted from offering pension
plans, also known as defined
benefit plans (which pay a specific amount to the employee for
life) to defined contribution
plans (where the amount of the
future benefit varies depending
on contributions and investment earnings).
Social Security is estimated to
provide only about 40 percent of
“working wages.” As a result,
Social Security remains an important source of retirement income, but it usually needs to be
supplemented with personal
savings to maintain a pre-retirement standard of living.
Budget planning
A rule of thumb is to assume
you will need between 70 and
100 percent of your pre-retirement spending every year of retirement. Given rising medical
costs and today’s longer, more
active lifestyles, it is safer to assume the cost of your retirement
lifestyle will be similar to your
pre-retirement lifestyle. Plan
conservatively.
Examine your current household budget and project how it
may change during retirement.
Some expenses could go down,
such as your mortgage if you pay
off your home, while others may
go up such as healthcare and
travel.
Risk
When preparing your financial
plan for retirement, there are five
primary risks to consider:
• Longevity: Do not underestimate your life span and the risk
of outliving your assets.
• Inflation: Inflation increases
the future costs of good and
services and may erode the
value of assets.
• Asset allocation: A portfolio
should be an appropriate mix of
investments that factor in your
timeframe and risk tolerance.
• Withdrawal rate: Aggressive
withdrawal rates can increase
the likelihood of depleting assets prematurely.
• Healthcare expense: Rising
healthcare costs, coupled with
inadequate coverage, can have a
devastating impact on a retirement savings.

Please support the advertisers
who help support the Catholic Register!

Debt management
Debt will limit your ability to
save for retirement. By paying
off debt (home, cars, credit
cards and property), it is easier
to weather inevitable financial
storms, because your budgetary
commitments
are
lower.
Eliminating debt before retirement will give you more free
cash flow, more flexibility and
less risk. Set a goal to minimize
or eliminate debt by a certain
age prior to retirement.
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Kinkel
From Page 3
Parish in Denver and then at
D i v i n e
Redeemer
Parish
in
Colorado
Springs. His
first stint as
pastor was
from 19751981 at Cure
d’ Ars Parish in Denver. He has
also served as pastor at St. Jude
Parish in Lakewood and Spirit of
Christ Parish in Arvada. Today he is
pastor at St. Clare of Assisi Parish in
Edwards with its missions in Eagle
and Beaver Creek. He is also a
member of the College of
Consultors and is an ex-officio
member of the Presbyteral
Council for Denver Archdiocese as
well as a former dean.

Creatio
From Page 12
A: Providing a consistent and articulate Catholic education on environmental issues is perhaps the
greatest challenge. I have not yet
seen an organic teaching on this
issue. The wealth of Church teachings, along with recent developments of the magisterium since
Vatican II, and the prolific teachings of John Paul II and more recently Pope Benedict XVI provide
abundant material for teachings on
environmental matters. But this is
certainly something that needs to
be fleshed out, organized and developed in a systematic way. Until
this is available, the teachings of recent popes and the magisterium
provide many directions and intuitions on which to build. Creatio
also bases much of its approach on
a theology of reconciliation.
Q: The conference: Who is invited,what will take place and what is
the goal of the conference?
A: The conference, “Faith and
Environment: Questions and
Challenges,” seeks to address environmental issues from a
Catholic perspective. The goal is
twofold: to generate dialogue and
communion between different
people of good faith who are seriously trying to care for creation
and to start developing a Catholic
position on environmental matters. At this stage the focus will be
on identifying the issues, questions and challenges and setting
an ordered frame for discussion.
For this, the knowledge and experience of people from different
faiths and professions will be a
great contribution. Renowned
and international speakers will be
presenting on different themes related to the environment such as
theology, philosophy, science, law
and stewardship. The conference
is intentionally small in order to
promote dialogue and reflection,
but anyone interested in participating
can
contact
rsimmonds@creatioweb.org,
there are still a few spots available.

Msgr. Kenneth Leone
Born Feb. 24, 1941, in Denver,
Kenneth Jerry
Leone studied at St.
T h o m a s
Seminary
and was ordained
on
May 27, 1967,
at
the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception. After
first serving as assistant pastor at
Our Lady of Fatima Parish in
Lakewood, he held the same position at Blessed Sacrament and at
Christ the King parishes in
Denver. Meantime, he served as
coordinator of priests in Youth
Work and was area youth director
for the Denver Archdiocese. He
was associate pastor at St. Thomas
More Parish in Englewood from
1978-1981 and then served as pas-

tor at Spirit of Christ Catholic
Community in Arvada and later at
St. Frances Cabrini Parish in
Littleton. Today he is pastor at
Risen Christ Parish in Denver. He
too is a former dean for his deanery.

Msgr. Peter Quang Nguyen
Born in Danang, Vietnam on
Jan. 1, 1959,
Peter Quang
Nguyen escaped from
Vietnam and
came to the
United States,
eventually
ending up in
Denver. He studied at Conception
Seminary College in Conception,
Mo., and at St. Thomas Theological
Seminary in Denver. Ordained on
June 30, 1990, at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate

Conception in Denver, his first assignment was as assistant pastor at
St. Vincent de Paul Parish in
Denver. He held similar positions
at Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish in Northglenn and at Notre
Dame Parish in Denver before becoming pastor at St. Mary Parish in
Greeley, where he was instrumental in the start of the archdiocese’s
newest elementary school. Today,
he is pastor at Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish in Denver.

Msgr. Bernard Schmitz
Born June 22, 1948, in Denver,
Bernard
A l f r e d
Schmitz att e n d e d
Western State
College
in
Gunnison before studying
at St. Thomas

Seminary in Denver and later,
North American College in Rome.
After his ordination on May 25,
1974, at the Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception in
Denver, he served as assistant pastor at St. John the Baptist Parish in
Longmont, and at Holy Apostles
and St. Mary parishes in Colorado
Springs. He has served as pastor at
Our Lady Mother of the Church in
Commerce City and at St. Michael
the Archangel Parish in Aurora.
From 1991-1999 he was pastor at
Parroquia de Espiritu Santo in
Monteria, Columbia. Returning to
Colorado in 1999, he became pastor at Our Lady of Peace Parish in
Greeley, a position he held until becoming the vicar for clergy in 2007,
a position he still holds today as
well as being pastor at Mother of
God Parish in Denver. He is a
member of the Presbyteral Council
and the College of Consultors.
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Masterful history explores key time
in development of religious life
BY RACHELLE LINNER

Silvia Evangelisti, a lecturer in history
at the University of East Anglia in
Norwich, England, is a specialist in
women’s religious life of the early modern period, and in this masterful study
she identifies and explains the impact of
secular and ecclesiastical history on female monastic communities.
Her concise analysis of these broad issues is coupled with precise details that
afford a glimpse into the richness of convent life. “Nuns: A History of Convent
Life” is a tapestry that succeeds in combining serious scholarship with a writing
style that is accessible to the lay reader.
“Enclosure” was the most important
defining factor of convent life in the period Evangelisti explores, 1450-1700, and
appropriately it is the cohesive theme of
this study. Cloister was an early feature of
monastic communities and especially
stressed for women, who were “radically
exhorted never to leave their convent and
to practice full, unbroken enclosure.”
These practices “relied on a long-standing Christian tradition that associated female chastity with the protection of a
closed environment, whether this was a
domestic one or a monastic one.”
Enclosure “assumed a new relevance”
at the Council of Trent in 1563,
Evangelisti writes. Legislation extended
enclosure “to all female religious, including tertiaries, who often lived uncloistered and performed care work in the
service of the civic community, assisting
the poor and the dying.”
Evangelisti offers fascinating evidence
of how some communities resisted the
Tridentine reforms and details how enclosure altered both the physical space of
convents but also the nuns’ relationship
with society. “Enclosure challenged the
economic status of convents, representing a real practical problem for nuns’
lives. The loss of direct contact with society led to a dramatic fall in all activities,
economic as well as religious.”
If enclosure is the central theme of this
book, the paradox of religious life is its
subtext. “Silence was required by monastic regulation as it fostered contemplation and full dedication to God. It was
therefore the natural condition for religious women whose main task was to
pray and interact with God on behalf of
all human beings. Precisely in these silent
and cloistered environments, however,
nuns found the means to write.”
They also developed and performed
elaborate theatrical and musical productions, another means to “create palpable
and impalpable links with the outside
worlds. For the nuns these celebrations
were a way of enhancing their symbolic
presence in society.”
The period that Evangelisti writes
about also saw the emergence of the
founding nun. “There are numerous examples of very determined nuns leaving
their convents and moving to other cities,
and even other countries, in order to
found new communities.” Nuns were
“closely intertwined with the main political and religious developments of their
time” and “convents were amongst the
first institutions to be transplanted to the
colonies.”

THIS is the cover of "Nuns: A History of
Convent Life" by Silvia Evangelisti.

BOOK
Title:”Nuns: A History of Convent
Life”
Author: Silvia Evangelisti
Publisher: Oxford University Press
(New York, 2008). 301 pp, $21.95

The book’s concluding chapter focuses
on the active apostolate. Although the
church promoted the contemplative life,
“from the late Middle Ages onward
women practiced a range of different
forms of religious life, including the more
flexible option of joining a community
but taking simple vows only.” This “socially oriented form of commitment” fostered “an active spirituality in direct contact with the world, rather than pure contemplation. They served God by praying
as well as performing charitable service
for the benefit of the most vulnerable
members of society.”
The identity of these communities was
challenged by the Tridentine emphasis
on enclosure, and Evangelisti narrates
the histories of Angela de Merici (14701540), who founded the Ursulines, and
Mary Ward (1585-1645), whose English
Ladies failed to attain approval for an
Ignatian mode of life that would allow
women “to participate in active spiritual
renewal and fight for the Catholic faith.”
Evangelisti writes with authority and
insight into the 250-year struggle to negotiate the complex tension between enclosure and worldly involvement, silence
and speech, class and wealth, contemplation and action. “Nuns” is a fascinating history of a period that gave us the
style of religious life we know today, a history that models how women can learn to
live with paradox and change as they give
form to their desire to worship and serve.
Rachelle Linner, a freelance writer, lives
in Boston.
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Female Catholic leaders focus of next ENDOW luncheon

Dress
From Page 1

BY JULIE FILBY

you dress up for a wedding, you
shouldn’t dress down for the wedding feast of the Lamb of God.”
Deacon Clarence McDavid of
Cure d’Ars Parish in Denver, who
is vice president of human resources for Rose Medical Center,
said he deals with the issue of
dress all the time, at the office and
at church.
“People should ask themselves
if what they are wearing is respectful of a worship environment,” he said. “Some current
styles may be too revealing or otherwise inappropriate for church.
Most people know the difference,
but not all act on it.”
He shared a story of a young man
asked to help bring up the offertory
gifts one Sunday.
“His pants were sagging, in the
current style,” Deacon McDavid
said. “Before he brought the gifts
up, he pulled his pants up. He
knew the way he was wearing
them was not appropriate and he
changed it.”

Collection for the
Church in Africa
set for July 25-26

PHOTO BY CNS

In spite of the many difficulties
that confront the African continent, the Catholic Church in
Africa is growing at an unprecedented rate. On his trip to Africa
earlier this year, Pope Benedict
XVI termed it “the continent of
hope.” In the face of extreme
poverty, an HIV/AIDS epidemic,
enormous federal debts, and political unrest, Mass attendance in
Africa is high, and Catholics’ faith
is strong. While the Church in
Africa has the spiritual gifts, it
lacks the financial means to sustain its rapid expansion. On the
weekend of July 25-26, the faithful
are invited to be generous to the
Church in Africa collection. With
your donation you will support
pastoral projects that enrich the
Church on the continent of hope.
To learn more about how you are
truly making a difference to the
Church in Africa, please visit
usccb.org/nationalcollections.

The founder of a homeless shelter, the president of one of
the nation’s
top hospitals
and a worldrenowned
professor-author will be
the focus of a
luncheon talk
TERRY
POLAKOVIC on Catholic female leaders.
“Visions
of
Women’s
Leadership” is the title of the
presentation for the next
Professional
Women’s
Networking Luncheon set for
11:30 a.m. July 30. The talk will be
delivered by Terry Polakovic, a cofounder of and executive director
of ENDOW (Educating on the
Nature and Dignity of Women), a
Catholic nonprofit group dedicated to teaching the “new feminism” of Pope John Paul II.
All the leaders to be discussed

PROFESSIONAL
WOMEN’S NETWORKING
LUNCHEON
What: luncheon and talk on
“Visions of Women’s Leadership”
When: 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., July
30
Where: at a location in Cherry
Creek (details provided upon registering). Business attire (no
jeans).
Cost: $40 per person
RSVP: by July 24 at
EndowOnline.com
Information: call 303-715-3224

are religious sisters.
“It is worth noting that Catholic
sisters were the first to build large
networks of professional women,”
said Polakovic. “Often sisters built
and ran the country’s largest private schools and hospital systems.”
The professionals Polakovic will
highlight are Sister of Charity of

Leavenworth Susanna Kennedy,
founder and former director of
Denver’s Sacred Heart House for
homeless mothers and single
women; Sister of Charity of
Leavenworth Marianna Bauder,
former president of St. Joseph

Hospital; and Religious Sister of
Mercy Prudence Allen, professor
of philosophy at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary and former
professor at Concordia University
in Montreal.

See ENDOW, Page 20
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Boating safety: TLC for your PFDs
BY LISA PETSCHE

If your family enjoys boatingrelated activities, you probably
know the importance of carrying a personal flotation device
(PFD) for each person on board
(it’s a must), and that the U.S.
Coast Guard recommends wearing your PFD whenever you are
on the water.
What is not so well known is

the extent to which a PFD’s safety value depends on proper
choice, care and storage.
The following guide tells all
you need to know to keep your
family’s PFDs in working condition, and includes replacement
tips.

Care and maintenance
There are many things you
can do to ensure PFDs remain in

good shape. First of all, do not
alter them in any way. Second,
use them only for their intended
purpose; they should not double as seat cushions, kneeling
pads or boat fenders.
Avoid leaving PFDs in the sun
for long periods (sunlight may
fade colors and weaken fabrics).
When drying, do not use direct
heat of any kind (it can damage
the flotation material.) Rather,
hang PFDs on plastic hangers in
a ventilated spot—in the shade
if outdoors.
To clean them, hand wash in
warm water using a mild laundry detergent. Rinse carefully
but thoroughly, and then hang
them to dry.
In the interest of safety, thoroughly check the condition of
PFDs on a regular basis.
Examine them closely for rips,
tears and holes, as well as damage to seams, zippers, buckles
and straps. Look for signs of waterlogging, mildew, and shrinkage or hardening of the buoyant
materials.
Last, but not least, check that
the fit and flotation performance are still adequate. (See
Testing section for buoyancy
test.)

Replacement
If a PFD is in undesirable condition or a young family member has outgrown theirs, follow
these tips to make a wise replacement choice:
• Select a style based on product information as well as type
of water activity planned. Sizing
and other information is printed
on the inside of the product,
and a brochure is usually attached.
• Ensure a snug but comfort-

ENDOW
From Page 19
“All of these women,” noted
Polakovic, “have enjoyed great
success, spiritually, but also by
worldly standards.”
Polakovic will share the sisters’

Scripture
From Page 9
Key verse: “His heart was
moved with pity for them, for
they were like sheep without a
shepherd; and he began to teach
them many things” (Mk 6:33).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “In the ecclesial service
of the ordained minister, it is
Christ himself who is present to
his Church as Head of his Body,
Shepherd of his flock, high priest
of the redemptive sacrifice,
Teacher of Truth. This is what the
Church means by saying that the
priest, by virtue of the sacrament
of Holy Orders, acts in persona
Christi Capitis” (No. 1548).

PHOTOS COURTESY COLORADO STATE PARKS

able fit. (Some manufacturers
offer sizing up to XXXL, which
accommodates a 54-58” chest.)
• Consider the need for visibility in the water. Bright colors are
recommended.
• Look for products that are
approved by the U.S. Coast
Guard. (Note: Approval becomes void if the product is not
maintained in serviceable condition.)
Don’t forget to label the new
PFD with the name of the person who will be wearing it.

Testing
As soon as possible after purchase, try out the PFD in shallow
water to prepare for an emergency. At chest depth in a lake or
swimming pool, raise your legs
and put your head back. Your
chin should be above water and
breathing should be easy.
It is particularly important for
children to become comfortable
wearing a PFD in the water,
since their body weight distribution makes them more likely
to float face-down—especially if
they panic.

Storage
Whether you are putting away
PFDs for a few days or an extended period, it is important to follow proper storage procedures:
• Ensure they are thoroughly

COLORADO’S
BOATABLE WATERS
Colorado boaters have a lot to
choose from when it comes to
finding a place to launch their
boats. Boatable waters here
range from the 150-mile-long
Arkansas Headwaters
Recreation Area to small
mountain lakes and large
reservoirs. Find a list of
boatable waters for your next
adventure at the Colorado
State Parks Web site:
parks.state.co.us/Boating/Boat
ableWaters.

dry before storing.
• Keep them in a moisture-free,
well-ventilated environment—
preferably in a hanging position.
Avoid plastic bags.
• If stowing them in your boat
or a container of some sort, do
not bend them or place heavy objects on top that might crush
them.
• Be cautious about container
storage—such as plastic totes or
marine storage boxes—since
mildew can thrive in dark, enclosed spaces if everything is not
completely dry.
Lisa M. Petsche is a mother of
three whose family enjoys waterbased recreational activities.

stories and how they have influenced her personally and professionally.
“I have tried to imitate them in
some way as I have developed my
own style of leadership,” she said.
“Each led in a distinctly feminine
way through compassion, hospitality, encouragement, listening,

faithfulness, generosity and humility.”
ENDOW educates and inspires
women through small study
groups. The luncheon series was
added to help accommodate
those whose schedules do not
permit committing to a study
group.

Pope Benedict XVI: “The
homily is part of the liturgical
action, and is meant to foster a
deeper understanding of the
word of God, so that it can bear
fruit in the lives of the faithful.
Hence ordained ministers must
prepare the homily carefully,
based on an adequate knowledge of sacred Scripture.
Generic and abstract homilies
should be avoided. In particular,
I ask these ministers to preach
in such a way that the homily
closely relates the proclamation
of the word of God to the sacramental celebration and the life
of the community, so that the
word of God truly becomes the
Church’s vital nourishment and
support”
(“Sacramentum
Caritatis,” 46).

Application: This week’s
Gospel immediately precedes
the feeding of the 5,000, which
we’ll hear about next week. The
liturgical significance of these
two stories should be apparent:
The Church, through her ministers, “receives and offers to the
faithful the bread of life from
the table both of God’s word
and of Christ’s body” (“Dei
Verbum,” 21). It’s not easy
preparing a homily day after
day, week after week. Still, following the lead of the Good
Shepherd clergy have a vital
duty to feed the flock from the
“table” of God’s word so that it
“truly becomes the Church’s
vital nourishment and support.” They need your encouragement.
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Family fun can be had for
Mother Cabrini Shrine gets road repaved
little or no cost this summer
BY JOHN GLEASON

Sure the economy may be affecting the kind of summer you and
your family had planned. But even
if that vacation getaway must be
put on hold, there are still plenty of
things to do in Colorado. The following is a partial list of some of the
events and attractions that you
and your family can enjoy for free
or for a nominal fee:

Art
Denver Art Museum, 100 W.14th
Ave. Parkway in downtown Denver
is open for a free day the first
Saturday of each month (excluding
July) through the month of
October. Free admission does not
include ticketed exhibitions.
Check online for details at denverartmuseum.org.

Science
Come explore the Denver
Museum of Nature and Science
during their free days in 2009: July
13, Aug. 12, Sept. 13, Oct. 4 and
Nov. 2. Check out everything from
dinosaur bones to a journey to the
stars. The museum is located in
City Park at 2100 Colorado Blvd.
For more information go online to
dmns.org or call 303-322-7009.

Movies in the Parks
The Denver Department of
Parks and Recreation once again is
sponsoring the Movies in the Parks
series this summer. Grab a blanket, a picnic lunch and prepare for
an evening of great entertainment.
Family films being offered include
“Spiderman,” “Kung Fu Panda,”
“Jurassic Park” and “Madagascar
2.” Shows begin at dusk. For a
complete list of movies and locations
go
online
to
denvergov.org/recreation or call
720-913-0765.

Wings Over the Rockies
Take a seat in a jet fighter at
Wings Over the Rockies Air and
Space Museum, 7711 E. Academy
Blvd. in Denver. Every second
Saturday, the museum opens the
cockpits of many of their display
aircraft allowing the public to sit in
the pilot’s seat and get the feeling
of actually flying a military aircraft.
Call the museum for times and admission at 303-360-5360 or online
at wingsmuseum.org.

Mile High Movies
It’s Mile High Movies at Skyline
Park, 17th and Arapahoe streets in
downtown Denver behind the D &
F clock tower. This year’s lineup in-

Brabus Smart car. Tickets are $100
or two for $150. Only 1,000 tickets
will be sold. Tickets can be purchased at the shrine. The lucky
winning ticket will be drawn the
evening of the upcoming Mother
Cabrini Shrine Gala, which is set
for 6 p.m. July 24 at the Pinnacle
Club at the Grand Hyatt in Denver.
Gala tickets are $125 per person.
For more information, visit mothercabrinishrine.org or call 303526-0758.

cludes Willy Wonka and the
Chocolate Factory, Iron Giant and
The Wizard of Oz. All shows begin
at dusk. Check online for show
lineup at downtowndenver.com/
events.

Concerts in the Park
No summer would be complete
without the annual free Concerts
in the Park series. The Denver
Municipal Band will have 15 performances this year at parks
throughout the metro area. All
shows are free and open to the
public. For a complete concert
schedule, call 303-322-8608 or email for an updated list.

Wildlife
Show the family wildlife in their
natural habitat at the Rocky
Mountain National Wildlife Refuge
in Commerce City. Open Tuesday,
Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. visitors will
see a variety of deer, bison, fish,
birds and reptiles. Entrance to
park located at E. 56th Ave. and
Havana. Call 303-289-0930 for information and nature programs.

Myriad free fun
Details on a myriad of other free
or low-cost events going on this
summer may be found online at
denver.org/events/free-events or
milehighmamas.com.

Petting zoo
A great venue for youth groups,
birthdays or parties of any kind is
Luke’s Farm Petting Zoo in
Evergreen. At Luke’s Farm children can get up close with a variety of barnyard friends including
horse and pony, two donkeys,
turkey, geese, goats and chicken.
Refreshments are included in the
$8 per person cost and tractor
train rides are available for $4.
Luke’s Farm is located at 30433
Ruby Ranch Rd. in Evergreen. For
directions and reservation information, contact Minetta at 303526-1187.

Plays
The Arvada Center for the Arts
and Humanities, 6901 Wadsworth
Blvd. in Arvada will present “Big
River” July 14-Aug 9. This musical
version of the adventures of
Huckleberry Finn is perfect family
entertainment. And making summer entertainment affordable,
they will offer $1 children tickets
on Fridays and 50 percent off kids
tickets every other day. Call the
box office for ticket information,
720-506-4130

PHOTO PROVIDED

What is more than 1.5 miles
long, winding, driven upon daily in
all weather conditions, starts at an
elevation of 6,800 feet and ends at
7,200 feet? If you guessed the road
to Mother Cabrini Shrine, a pilgrimage site located in the foothills
of Golden and visited by 100,000
people annually from all around
the world, you would be correct.
Last paved in 1986, the road to
this historical Colorado landmark
just minutes from downtown
Denver has been in dire need of repair.
The Missionary Sisters of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus, who operate
the shrine, and their staffers were
hesitant to take on the $340,000
repaving project. But delaying the
project was not an option.
“After going through the bidding
process several times over the past
couple of years, with several
paving companies, a rare and
amazing thing happened,” said
JoAnn Seaman, development director at the shrine. “Rather than
the normal competitive way of

July 29th,
Summer
Bridal:
Something
Borrowed,
Something
Blue /
Home
Improvement
Call (303) 7153206 to place
an ad.

doing business, two local companies are collaborating in a unique
way to solve the road problem.”
The two family-owned companies, APC (Asphalt Paving
Company) and Rocky Mountain
Pavement, are working together,
each contributing their own specialties.
“We are very grateful to both
companies for their generosity, especially during these difficult economic times,” said Sister
Bernadette Casciano, shrine administrator.
To help pay for the repaving
project, the shrine is holding a
drawing for a new limited edition
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Eucharistic Holy Hour: for the
sanctity of priests and vocations to the priesthood at
Sacred Heart of Mary Church,
6739 S. Boulder Road, Boulder.
Fridays: 8 a.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at All
Souls Church, 4950 S. Logan
St., Englewood led by Deacon
Martin Wager.
July 16: 7 p.m.
Blessing of Vehicles: commemorating St. Elijah following
Mass at Holy Protection
Byzantine Church, 1201 S.
Elizabeth St., Denver.
July 19: 10 a.m.
Annual Recognition: for scouting religious embelms and
Mass at Immaculate Heart of
Mary, 11385 Grant Drive,
Northglenn. Msgr. Edward
Buelt to celebrate. Call 303522-8828 for details.
July 25: 10 a.m.
All College Freshman: are invited to celebrate Mass with
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput
O.F.M. Cap. at Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St.,
Denver. Reception to follow.
Aug. 9: 6:30 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Lay Carmelites: meet every
second Saturday at Holy
Family Church, 4380 Utica St.,
Denver. Call 303-427-7931 if
interested in joining new formation.
1 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.
Summer Classes: beginning at
Augustine Institute. For information go online at augustineinstitute.org or call 303-9374420.
Couples by Candlelight: for
those wishing to improve their
marriages, at St. Thomas More,
8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. Call 303-840-2772
for details.
July 17: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Gala and Raffle: during Mother
Cabrini Shrine Gala at the
Pinnacle Club at Grand Hyatt,
555 17th St., Denver. Call 303526-0758 for details.
July 24
Couple to Couple League: picnic for members and those
who wish to be at Jefferson
County Fairgrounds, 15200 W.
6th Ave., Golden. Call 303431-7710 for details.
July 25: 3 p.m. - 7 p.m.
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prayer. Cost is $25. Call 303776-0737 Ext. 145.
Aug. 7: 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Aug. 8: 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired
publication date. Mail, fax, or e-mail:
Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.

Tree of Life: Franciscan miniretreat held 2nd Tuesday of
month at St. Patrick’s Mission
Church, 33rd and Pecos St.,
Denver. Call 303-477-0408.
Aug. 11: 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Sons of Italy: annual golf tournament at Park Hill Golf
Course. Food, prizes and fun.
Call 303-908-8958 for registration information.
July 26

Alumni: of Central Catholic class
of 1979 will hold their 30-year
reunion in August with reception and picnic. Members can
call 303-980-0359 for details
and registration.

Special Training: for ENDOW facilitators to be held at the JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver. Cost of event is $35.
Call 303-715-3291 for registration information.
Aug. 15

ENDOW: invites all to the
Women’s Networking Luncheon
in Cherry Creek. Cost is $40
per person. Guest speaker will
be Terry Polakovic, executive
director of ENDOW. Register
online at endowonline.com.
July 30: 11:30 a.m.

The 1969 Class: of St. Francis
de Sales High School will mark
their 40th reunion at
Brooklyns, 2644 W. Colfax
Ave., Denver. Email
tmiller51@peoplepc.com for
more information.
Aug. 1: 5 p.m.

Attention Golfers: come play in
the tournament to benefit social outreach ministries at St.
Joan of Arc Parish. Cost is
$100 which includes round of
golf and meals. Call 303-4201232 for location and registration.
July 31

St. Rose of Lima: is inviting
alumni from years 1960- 2009
to come be part of the celebration at the school, 1345 W.
Dakota Ave., Denver. Call 303733-5806 for times and information.
Aug. 8

Annual Golf Tournament: to
benefit Seeds of Hope
Charitable Trust at Lakewood
Country Club, 6800 W. 10th
Ave., Lakewood. Call 303-7153112 for details.
Aug. 10: noon
Knights of Lithuania: a Catholic
fraternal organization is looking for new members. More
information online at knightsoflithuania.com.
Tee Up: for the 15th annual
golf tournament to benefit the
educational and library programs at St. Joseph Hospital.
Competition, fun and prizes for
all. Information online at
sjhfdenver.org.
Aug. 31: 8 a.m.

REUNIONS
Where are you: graduates of
Cathedral class of 1959? Plans
are in motion for your 50-year
reunion this year and they
want you to attend. Call Sonja
at 303-469-4523 or email
sonjadigiacomo@hotmail.com.
Attention Cathedral Class of
1969: your 40-year reunion will
be held in September at
Knights of Columbus Hall, 1555
Grant St., Denver. Call Carole
at 303-770-6529 for registration information.
Sept. 19

St. Joseph High School: invites
all alumni to participate in the
12th annual all-alumni reunion.
Mass, social hour, buffet dinner
and program. Call 303-9892845 for more information.
Aug: 16: 10 a.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
EnCourage: support group for
parents of homosexual children. Call 720-434-2638.
Vine and Branches: retreat for
those in need of emotional and
spiritual healing following
abortion. Call 303-410-1710 for
more information.
July 24 - 26
Russian Icon Workshop: to be
held at St. Dominic’s parish
hall, 2901 Grove St., Denver.
Open to all abilities, cost is
$750 which includes all materials. Call 303-238-8983 to
register.
Aug. 3 - 8
Live-in Experience: vocational
retreat to be held at the Holy
Trinity Trappist Monastery in
Huntsville, Utah. Work and
pray with the monks. There is
no charge. Call 800-221-1807
for details.
Aug. 5 - 9
Spiritual Gift Discernment: at
St. John the Baptist Church,
323 Collyer St., Longmont.
Includes group discussion and

Come Hear: the Catholic perspective on the environment
and global warming at St. Malo
Retreat Center in Allenspark,
CO. Call 303-747-0201 Ext. 323
for time and directions.
Aug. 17 - 19
Mary our Model Retreat: to be
held at St. Malo Retreat Center
in Allenspark. Call for cost
and registration information,
303-747-0201.
Aug. 25 - 27
Beginning Experience: a
weekend at Mother Cabrini
Shrine for widowed, separated and divorced persons looking to start a new life. Call
303-255-8990 for registration
information.
Aug. 28 - 30
Sisters of Mercy: of Alma,
Michigan are hosting a vocation retreat for women 18 - 35,
at the Stone House of the
Cabrini Shrine in Golden. Call
303-765-4592 for directions
and information.
Sept. 25 - 27.
COURAGE: a support group for
people who have homosexual
tendencies and desire to live a
chaste Christian life. Call
Father Dan Norick, 720-4342638.

PILGRIMAGES
Guadalupe Pilgrimage: led by
Father Jeremy Paulin, OMV
this autumn. Cost is $1,795
which includes meals, transportation and sightseeing.
Call 303-292-1556 Ext. 21 for
more information.
Oct. 5 - 10
Tour the Holy Land: and Italy
with Father Greg Mirto as
your spiritual director. Call
303-857-6570 for cost and information.
Oct. 8 - 22
Travel with friends: from St.
Mary’s of Littleton Parish as

they journey to Spain,
Portugal and France, led by
Father Javier Nieva. Details
available by calling 720-2834733.
Oct. 2009
Join the musicians of St.
Claire: on their 9th pilgrimage
to Rome, Vatican City and
Assisi this year. Be part part
of a papal audience and Mass
in St. Peter’s Basilica. Call
303-278-4181 for all the details.
Nov. 16 - 26
Spring Tour: of Paris, Lisieux,
Versailles, Munich and
Heidelberg. See the
Oberammergau Passion Play
and more. Cost is $3,995
which covers all expenses.
Call 303-674-3155 for details.
May 12 -23, 2010
Danube River Cruise: part of
seven-day excursion which includes Oberammergau Passion
Play. Led by Deacon Bill
Senger. Call 303-349-7017.
July 24 - Aug. 4, 2010
11-day Summer Pilgrimage: to
Germany and Austria. Visit
the home of Pope Benedict
XVI, see the Passion Play of
Oberammergau. More information available at 303-4550447.
May 31 - June 10, 2010
Not Too Early to Plan: for tour
late next year to Heidelberg,
Lucerne, Salzburg and Munich.
Call 800-748-2782 for details.
Autumn 2010
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‘Catholic Day’ at local business a success for ACA
June 28 turned out to be a red
letter day for the Archbishops
Catholic Appeal. Thanks to the
efforts of business owner Tim
Urban, the appeal was on the receiving end of a generous donation of $1,600, all because the St.
Mary
Church
parishioner
thought of an alternative way to
make his ACA donation.
In addition to being a firefighter for Littleton Fire Rescue,
Urban is the owner of Grease
Monday at 6549 S. Broadway in
Littleton. When the appeal was

announced earlier this year,
Urban decided to host a “Catholic
Day” at his business. He spread
the word through parish bulletins
and the Denver Catholic Register
that he’d donate 70 percent of the
gross revenue the business
brought in on June 28—oil
changes, flush and fill, anything,
deducting only the cost of the
parts. In addition, customers
who showed up in the morning
we’re treated to donuts and in the
afternoon, Urban fired up a barbecue.

BUSINESS
owner Tim
Urban held
a Catholic
Day at his
Grease
Monkey
last month
to benefit
the ACA.

“Our goal was a thousand dollars,” Urban said. “By closing time
the amount we’d be giving to the
ACA was just over $1,600. I couldn’t be more pleased with how people came out and helped.”
Urban said that on an average
Sunday between eight and 12
cars will come in for service. On
this day, the number was 33. And
not everybody wanted their
change back.
“We had people who made donations on their own or told us to
keep the change,” he said. “Not
bad for one day’s work.”
Urban said that he plans to make
“Catholic Day” an annual event.
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Icon workshop
BY JOHN GLEASON

Whether you’re an experienced
icon writer or a beginner, an Icon
Workshop set for Aug. 3-8 at St.
Dominic Parish in Denver is for
you. The course, which is offered
annually, is open to people of all
artistic abilities.
“Anyone, regardless of their ability, will reap the benefits of this
workshop,” said workshop coordinator Cecelia Aguallo.
The workshop isn’t simply a
painting class. Conducted in conjunction with the Prosopon School
of Iconology of Whitney Point, N.Y.,
participants will delve into the history of icons and how they are set
apart from other forms of art, according to Aguallo.
“There is a spiritual journey that
goes along with this,” she said. “In
fact, some may be working on their
icon and not fully understand why
they’re doing what they’re doing.
It’s reflective of faith; how many
times will God ask of us something
that we don’t understand, discovering in the end what a good thing
he’s done?”
The ancient Russian-Byzantine
tradition of icon writing traces its
history back centuries. Today, the
iconographer attempts to produce
icons reflecting the same state of
inner, contemplative depth evident
in the greatest examples of that tradition.
“We often say that while you’re
working on the icon, the icon is
working on you,” Aguallo said. “It
can be a transforming experience;
one that deepens your prayer life
and gets you close to the Holy
Spirit.”
The workshop will be conducted
by noted icon master Dimitri
Andreyev of the Prosopon School,
who has led the class before.
Aguallo said that the students will
work to create replicas of an existing icon, rather than an original
work. The subject of the model has
yet to be determined.
“It could be Jesus, the Blessed
Virgin, or even one of the angels or
saints,” she said.
The workshop is set 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Aug. 3-8 at St. Dominic parish
hall, 2901 Grove St., Denver.
Tuition is $750, which includes all
materials. Call 303-238-8983.

