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Fraternal charity: priest donates kidney
BY JULIE FILBY
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After years of complex health
issues, the kidneys of Father
Steven Voss, parochial vicar at
Spirit of Christ Parish in Arvada,
were failing.
On April 8—the Wednesday of
Holy Week—the 30-year-old
priest was driving to meet with
his nephrologist. During the appointment, he expected the kidney specialist to tell him he
needed to start dialysis: treatment required when kidneys no
longer function on their own.
Before he arrived at the doctor’s office, he answered a call
on his cell phone from his
friend, Father Matthew Hartley,
31,
parochial
vicar
at
Immaculate Heart of Mary in
Northglenn. The news he received not only changed the
course of the conversation with
his doctor; it changed his life.
A series of tests had just confirmed that Father Hartley was
“ready, willing and able” to donate a kidney to Father Voss.
Two weeks later on April 22, at
University of Colorado Hospital,
he received the new kidney.
“This gift of life came from a
brother priest, the news came
during Holy Week, and the actual transplant occurred during
the Easter season,” said Voss. “It
connected the entire chain of
events to the paschal mystery.”
Father Hartley’s kidney has
worked well for Father Voss from
the moment it was received,
providing newfound health, energy and enthusiasm.
“Transplanted kidneys can
last anywhere from 10 to 20-plus
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FATHER STEVEN VOSS, left, and Father Matt Hartley deepened the bonds of their priestly brotherhood
when Father Hartley donated a kidney to Father Voss.
years in a healthy recipient,”
Father Voss explained. “It seems
quite likely that Father Matt’s
kidney will sustain my life and
ministry for many years, perhaps even decades.”
Father Voss is scheduled to
have follow-up surgery tomorrow to remove his native kidneys. He expects to be back at
Spirit of Christ in early August.
Father Voss praised Father
Hartley for his generosity,
courage and care.
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Born to a landed Irish family, Oliver studied at Rome’s
Irish College, but after his 1654 ordination could not
return to Ireland because of England’s Penal Laws. In
1669, he returned as archbishop of Armagh, disguised as a swordbearing captain. For 10 years he
ministered openly or secretly, depending on the level
of persecution, and confirmed 10,000 people. But he
was arrested in 1679 and tried illegally in London for treason. Found guilty,
he was hanged, drawn and quartered. From prison he said the death he
faced at Tyburn was but a “fleabiting” next to Christ’s passion.

“To know that another person
is willing to offer a part of themselves to sustain your existence
is an overwhelming gesture of
Christ’s love,” he said. “Father
Matt and I will always share a
special bond because of this
event, one that was formed
through a profound experience
of participating in Christ’s love.”
The friendship of the two
priests began when they both
entered St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary in fall

1999. They lived together and
took many courses together at
the seminary. Their friendship
grew when they were both assigned to minister at the same
community, Our Lady of Loreto
Parish in Foxfield, in 2006.
Father Hartley’s act of charity
emulated the example set by St.
John Vianney, the patron of
priests. The Year for Priests,
which began June 19, commem-

See Kidney, Page 16

2l

JULY 1, 2009 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

CHARLES J. CHAPUT
O.F.M. CAP.

A lesson on renewal
through God’s word
This week’s column is excerpted and adapted from the archbishop’s June 26 National Catholic Bible Conference remarks.
In the Old Testament, the most dramatic example of renewal
through God’s word is the story of Josiah, which is found toward
the end of 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles. Josiah was perhaps the
greatest of the Davidic kings of Judah. He ruled at a time when
the leaders and the majority of God’s people had assimilated to
the worst elements of the pagan culture surrounding them.
Josiah’s grandfather was King Manasseh, whose 55 years of
leadership over Israel marked one of the darkest periods for the
people of God. Scripture tells us that Manasseh “did what was
evil in the sight of the Lord,” which not only included pagan idolatry but also child sacrifice. He offered up even his own sons in
sacrifice in the valley of Hinnom, and since the word in Hebrew
for valley is “Ge” it was known as the valley of Ge-henna, a name
that the New Testament uses as a metaphor for hell.
It’s sobering that God’s own people could be so deeply degraded by a pagan culture that they would sacrifice their own
children. But obviously we don’t need to look very far to find
modern parallels. Manasseh’s son Amon continued the sins of
his father, and was murdered by his own servants after only two
years of rule. That left Amon’s son, Josiah, as the ruler of Israel
at the age of 8 years old. Josiah had everything going against
him: a culture that had imbibed for almost two generations the
worst of pagan beliefs and behaviors; a family that was far from
the Lord; and huge responsibilities and power handed to him at
a very young age.
Yet, Scripture tells us that “while he was yet a boy, he began to
seek the God of David his father” (2 Chr 34:3). Here’s the lesson in
those words. To renew the Church and the world we need to
begin with ourselves. It’s tempting to see the moral problems of
today’s wider culture and want to begin our work there, outside
ourselves, focused on others. But all authentic reform begins
within our own hearts.
Josiah purged the pagan altars from Jerusalem and the rest of
Israel. Much of the Temple had been abandoned. Some of it had
been adapted for various pagan cults. Josiah ordered the Temple
to be purified and renovated. While cleaning out the Temple, the
high priest Hilkiah discovered the “book of the law” (2 Kgs 22:8),
referring to God’s word, specifically Deuteronomy and perhaps
the rest of the Pentateuch. When the book was read to the king
and the people, it was the first hearing of the Torah for that generation. In other words, things had become so perverse that Israel
had completely lost the word of God, this last copy being found in
the nearly abandoned Temple.
When the “book of the law” was read, Josiah responded with
humility and penance, and rent his clothes (2 Kgs 22:11). The
people were moved by his example. They renewed the covenant
and turned away from the paganism they had accepted. Josiah’s
reforms succeeded. He destroyed the pagan shrines in the valley
of Hinnom, “that no one might burn his son or his daughter as an
offering to Molech” (2 Kgs 23:10); he restored the Temple and its
worship; and by his leadership the rift between God and his people was healed.
Renewal happened because Josiah recovered God’s word and
made it available to everyone. As Scripture says, he read the word
of God to “all the people, both small and great” (2 Kgs 23:2). This
is why in our own day Vatican II said that “The Church forcefully
and specifically exhorts all the Christian faithful … to learn the
surpassing knowledge of Jesus Christ, by frequent reading of the
divine Scriptures” (CCC, 133; DV 25).
We need to remember the lesson of Josiah’s witness; that is, that
we need to hear God’s word, not just one day a week but everyday, until it soaks deeply into our souls. This is what Josiah did,
and any personal and ecclesial renewal requires that each of us
recover the daily practice of praying with and hearing God’s word.

ROBERT LINN/EL PUEBLO CATOLICO

DENVER’S Marian Community of Reconciliation fraternas pose with Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M.
Cap., visiting fraternas and three women in discernment following a 10th anniversary Mass in the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception June 12.

Pioneer community of
fraternas in Denver turns 10
BY MICHELLE BAUMAN

Like the religious women who
established schools and hospitals
in the territory that came to be
known as Colorado, a small group
of consecrated laywomen are pioneers today in this beautiful state
and nation.
On the evening of June 12, the
Marian
Community
of
Reconciliation celebrated the 10th
anniversary of their apostolic ministry in the Archdiocese of Denver
with a Mass. Called fraternas,
when three Marian Community of
Reconciliation members arrived to
Denver from Latin America on
Dec. 12, 1998, they were the first of
their community to establish roots
in the United States.
At the anniversary Mass,
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., who made the initial
invitation to the fraternas to establish a presence in the archdiocese,
spoke about the vocations of the
community as a response to
Christ’s challenge of Christian life,
“Love one another as I have loved
you.”
In his homily, the archbishop ex-

MARIAN COMMUNITY
OF RECONCILIATION
Address: 1060 St. Francis Way,
Denver
Phone: 303-629-0500
Web: fraternas.org

pressed his gratitude for all that the
community has done and reminded them of their calling to be a
faithful “community of prayer, in
constant relationship with God.”
The fraternas were founded in
1991 in Peru as a community of
women who have consecrated
their lives to God in order to serve
him from within the world. Unlike
nuns, they are not religious, but
consecrated laywomen. Instead of
vows, the fraternas make perpetual promises of obedience, celibacy,
and detachment from temporal
goods.
The fraternas live together in
community and they have many
different jobs in the world. Their
apostolate in Denver includes
leading programs for men,
women, youths and married cou-

ples, offering retreats and classes,
presenting talks, organizing activities and mission trips, and providing spiritual companionship. They
also serve in the Office of Hispanic
Ministry and with El Pueblo
Católico, the monthly Spanishlanguage newspaper of the archdiocese.
The fraternas live a spirituality
that strives to conform their lives
with Jesus Christ, seeking to love
him and giving themselves to God
as Mary did. They live in full apostolic availability, working in the
areas of evangelization of the culture, youth ministry, serving the
most needy, and promotion of
family life. They endeavor to transform the world for Christ by being
holy in their daily lives.
Rossana Goñi, 42, had already
been a fraterna in Peru for five
years when she was sent as one of
the first three fraternas to Denver,
responding
to
Archbishop
Chaput’s invitation. Now, Goñi is
the superior of the Denver community.
Looking back, Goñi said two of

See Fraternas, Page 16
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Hundreds fill cathedral for Mass marking start of Year for Priests
BY ROXANNE KING

PRAYER FOR
PRIESTS
Dear Lord,
We pray that the Blessed Mother
wrap her mantle around your
priests and through her intercession strengthen them for their
ministry. We pray that Mary will
guide your priests to follow her
own words, “Do whatever He tells
you” (Jn 2:5). May your priests
have the heart of St. Joseph,
Mary’s most chaste spouse. May
the Blessed Mother’s own pierced
heart inspire them to embrace all
who suffer at the foot of the
cross. May your priests be holy,
filled with the fire of your love
seeking nothing but your greater
glory and the salvation of souls.
Amen.
St. John Vianney, pray for us.
“People’s Prayer for Priests,” USCCB
Secretariat for Clergy, Consecrated Life
and Vocations
PHOTO BY ROBERT LINN/DCR

SOME two dozen priests, including Auxiliary Bishop James Conley, concelebrated the Denver
Archdiocese's Year for Priests opening Mass June 21 with Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.,
at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception.
when the Holy Father is asking
us to engage in spiritual renewal. So if this Year for Priests is
going to be successful, it lies in
our hands.”
“The first mover in the Year for
Priests,” he asserted, “is the Holy
Spirit. The second mover is us,
whether or not we receive the
grace that God wants to give us—

the grace of spiritual renewal.”
Turning his attention to the congregation, the archbishop noted
that by virtue of their baptism, the
laity “share in the priesthood of
Jesus Christ” and as God’s “priestly
people” also share responsibility
for the Church. The laity’s role in
the special year, he said, is to show
love and respect for the ordained

priests God has given his Church.
“Part of the purpose of this year,”
the archbishop added, “is for you
to pray for us and to encourage us
to be faithful to our responsibilities, and the best way you can encourage us to be faithful to our responsibilities is for you to be responsible to yours.
“The greatest joy for a priest,” he

emphasized, “is to see holy people.
We depend on that very, very
much. Otherwise our lives are a
failure because we exist for you.”
Sharing a second quote by St.
John Vianney, the archbishop said,
“A priest is not a priest for himself
but is a priest for you.”
“The essence of the priesthood,”
explained the archbishop, “is to
build up the body of Christ—to be
another presence of Christ in the

See Mass, Page 16
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“A good shepherd, a pastor after
God’s heart,” said St. John Marie
Vianney, “is the greatest treasure
the good Lord can grant to a
parish, and one of the most precious gifts of divine mercy.”
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., shared that quote with
the congregation attending the
Denver Archdiocese’s opening
Mass for the Year for Priests on the
evening of June 21 in the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception downtown.
“A good pastor,” the archbishop
explained, “shows us what God’s
love is like.”
St. John Vianney was a 19th century pastor in Ars, France, who became renowned for his personal
sanctity and as a confessor and director of souls. To commemorate
the 150th anniversary of the saint’s
death, Pope Benedict XVI has proclaimed a Year for Priests, which
started on June 19, the solemnity
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
During the special year, the Cure
d’Ars, who is currently the patron
of parish priests, will be named the
patron of all priests.
“The pope tells us this Year for
Priests has two purposes,”
Archbishop Chaput said during
his homily. Addressing the two
dozen Mass concelebrants, including Auxiliary Bishop James
Conley, he added, “The first purpose, my dear brother priests, is
ours. It’s a time when we’re supposed to recommit ourselves to
our priestly vocation. It’s a time

‘YEAR FOR PRIESTS’ DAILY PRAYER CALENDAR
Please pray for the following priests on the indicated
days, in honor of the Year for Priests:
WEDNESDAY

1

JULY

MSGR. EDWARD
BUELT

8

FR. ALFREDO
DAMIAN DE LA CRUZ

THURSDAY

2

FRIDAY

3

ALL PRIESTS,
LIVING AND
DECEASED, WHO
HAVE SERVED
WITHIN THE
ARCHDIOCESE
OF DENVER

9

SATURDAY

4

SUNDAY

5

MONDAY

6

TUESDAY

7

VOCATIONS
TO THE
PRIESTHOOD
MSGR. THOMAS
FRYAR

10

FR. DAVID
CROAK

If interested in sponsoring the Year for Priests daily prayer calendar, please send
an e-mail with contact information to chad.andrzejewski@archden.org

FR. MICHAEL
PAVLAKOVICH

MSGR. RAYMOND
JONES

11

FR. SIMEON
GALLAGHER

12

FR. ANGEL
PEREZ

MSGR. THOMAS
DENTICI

13

FR. ACCURSIO
CIACCIO

MSRG. WILLIAM
JONES

14

FR. ADALBERTO
DE GANTE

4 l WO R L D/ N AT I O N

JULY 1, 2009 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Liturgy, immigration, marriage among issues at USCCB spring meeting
SAN ANTONIO (CNS)—
Liturgical matters, immigration
reform and same-sex marriage
were among the topics discussed by the U.S. bishops in
public sessions at their June 1719 spring meeting in San
Antonio.
But the bishops also devoted
time—in executive session—to
the recent controversy over the
University of Notre Dame’s decision to award an honorary degree to U.S. President Barack
Obama. They emerged from the
meeting with a two-sentence affirmation of Bishop John M.
D’Arcy of Fort Wayne-South
Bend, Ind., for his “pastoral concern” for the university.
The only two liturgical texts
receiving definitive approval
from the bishops in San Antonio
were
a
Spanish-language
Lectionary and a Mass in
Thanksgiving for the Gift of
Human Life.
The Mass for life, first proposed nearly 20 years ago by
Cardinal John J. O’Connor of
New York, passed by a 183-2
vote, with three abstentions.
The
Spanish-language
Lectionary was approved on a
181-2 vote, also with three abstentions. Both now go to the
Vatican for confirmation.
But five sections of the Roman

CNS PHOTO/BAHRAM MARK SOBHANI

OFFICIALS join in the opening prayers at the start of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops'
spring meeting in San Antonio June 17. Pictured from left is Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas of Tucson,
Ariz., vice president; Chicago Cardinal Francis E. George, president; Msgr. David Malloy, general secretary, and parliamentarian Henry M. Robert III.
Missal being prepared for use in
English-speaking
countries
failed to get the necessary twothirds votes of the Latin-rite U.S.
bishops during the meeting.
With 244 Latin-rite bishops in
the United States eligible to vote

on the questions, the required
two-thirds was 163. With 189 eligible bishops attending the
meeting, only 134 voted to accept the first section, Masses
and prayers for various needs
and intentions.

On four subsequent translations, the votes also failed to
reach two-thirds, meaning the
55 bishops not present will be
polled by mail on all five parts.
That process is expected to take
several weeks.
The items that failed to pass
contain the Order of the Mass II;
prefaces for various occasions;
votive Masses and Masses for
the dead; solemn blessings for
the end of Mass; prayers over
the people; and eucharistic
prayers for particular occasions,
such as for evangelization or ordinations.
On immigration reform,
Cardinal Francis E. George of
Chicago wrote on behalf of the
full U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops to urge President

Barack Obama and Congress to
enact comprehensive reform
before the end of 2009.
“It has been clear for years
that the United States immigration system requires repair and
that reform legislation should
not be delayed,” said the USCCB
president in a prepared statement. “I would ask President
Barack Obama and congressional leaders of both parties to
work together to fashion and
enact comprehensive immigration reform legislation before
the end of the year.”
He also urged “respect and
observance of all just laws” and
said the bishops “do not approve or encourage the illegal
entry of anyone into our country.”
Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz, of
Louisville, Ky., chairman of the
Ad Hoc Committee on Defense
of Marriage, reported to his fellow bishops about the challenges in meeting their priority
focus on marriage, especially
the quick rate at which states
and courts have been taking up
legislation that legalizes samesex marriage or prohibits it.
Six states now recognize marriage between same-sex couples, Archbishop Kurtz said, and
others are considering the same
type of laws or a range of others
“allowing everything but marriage,” that would give new legal
rights to civil unions.
He said the key points that the
ad hoc committee is focusing on
to support marriage are:
• That marriage is inherently
related to sexual differences and
the complementarity of men
and women.
• That marriage is for the good
of children, who are themselves
“a great good of marriage.”
• That marriage is a unique

See Meeting, Page 5

Pope marks Red Cross anniversary
VATICAN
CITY
(CNS)—
Marking the 150th anniversary of
what became the International
Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement, Pope Benedict XVI
appealed for the release of all
people held by kidnappers in
conflict zones and especially for
the release of an Italian Red Cross
worker in the Philippines.
The volunteer, Eugenio Vagni,
was captured by armed men Jan.
15 on the southern island of
Sulu, the site of ongoing clashes
between the military and
Muslim separatists.
Pope Benedict made his appeal at the end of his weekly
general audience June 24. The
Red Cross was founded on that
date in 1859 by a Swiss citizen
moved by the lack of medical
care for soldiers wounded in the
Battle of Solferino, a city in
northern Italy.

LOCAL RED CROSS
American Red Cross Mile High
Chapter
Phone: 303-607-4766

“Over the years the values of
universality, neutrality (and) independent service have attracted millions of volunteers around
the world, forming an important
bulwark of humanity and solidarity in many contexts of war
and conflict as well as in many
emergencies,” the pope said.
“In hoping that the dignity and
integrity of the human person always will be at the center of the
Red Cross’ humanitarian commitment, I especially encourage
young people to commit themselves concretely to this deserving
organization,” he said.
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THE CATEQUIZEM
To whom did Jesus
give supreme
authority of the
Church?
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
As the latest U.S. Supreme Court
nominee is being scrutinized, this
quiz takes a longer look at actual
supremacy.

b. Paul;

a. The Tetrarch;

c. Mary.

b. The Arepogaus;

Meeting

5. The Temple authorities trying
Jesus had to defer to these
supreme rulers when the death
penalty was in question:

c. the Sanhedrin.

From Page 4

11. In 1 Peter, Chapter 2, the faithful are admonished to do this (not
to be taken literally):

bond reserved to men and
women by nature.
• That same-sex marriage has
negative effects on religious
rights.
The bishops also heard brief
reports from their conference
vice president, Bishop Gerald F.
Kicanas of Tucson, Ariz., about
their other four priorities: faith
formation and sacramental
practice; the life and dignity of
the human person; cultural diversity in the church; and promoting vocations to the priesthood and religious life.
In other actions, the bishops
in a 135-2 vote approved a recommendation
from
their
Committee on Budget and
Finance to keep the 2010 assessment on dioceses to fund the
work of the USCCB at the 2009
level of just over $10 million. The
vote was open only to bishops
who head dioceses.
But Archbishop Kurtz, chairman of the committee, warned
that he would probably be asking for an increase for 2011
when that assessment comes up
at the bishops’ November meeting in Baltimore.
The assessments are calculated for each diocese based on a
formula that includes offertory
income, registered households

a. The kings of Edom;
c. The Romans.

a. Be subject to every human institution—to the serpent as
supreme;

6. Paul, by virtue of his Roman
citizenship, was able to appeal to
this “supreme” authority:

b. Be subject to every human institution—Diana Ross and the
Supremes;

a. The senate;

c. Be subject to every human institution—to the king as supreme .

b. The Tetrarchs;

b. The governor of Jerusalem;
c. The emperor.

12. Who is the supreme authority
on earth in the Church?

a. Transmission of language;

7. This title, referring to the supremacy of Jesus, was also a
movie title:

a. The patriarch of
Constantinople;

b. Creation of everything;

a. “Savior of the Order”;

c. Punishment of the snakes.

b. “King of Kings”;

2. Genesis also relates how
Joseph came to be next in power
to this person, always the
supreme power in classical Egypt:

c. “The Omega Man.”

a. Potiphar;
b. Moses;
c. Pharoah.
3. In this curtly named book of
the Bible, Elihu discourses on the
Almighty, asking, “Can an enemy
of justice indeed be in control, or
will you condemn the supreme
Just One?”:

8. The Catholic Church generally
takes a dim view of organizations
which promote the idea of a
“supreme being.” Why?
a. It is a vague concept, not properly honoring God;
b. It is only used in atheistic settings;
c. It is often a codename for yodeling.

b. Job;

9. By the Act of Supremacy,
which king thought he became
head of the English Catholic
Church?

c. Yattatak.

a. William the Conqueror;

4. To whom did Jesus give
supreme authority of the Church?

b. Henry VIII;

a. Peter;

10. This was the supreme religious
council over the Jews:

a. Ruth;

c. William of Orange.

b. The pope;
c. The Carpathian.
13. The claim of temporal supremacy of the popes over
Europe (or just Italy) was settled
(not in the popes’ favor) by the
time of this council:
a. Vatican I;
b. Vatican II;
c. Vatican III.
14. What do the popes have when
operating in the role of supreme
pastor when defining a doctrine
pertaining to faith or morals?
a. Ineffability;
b. Infallibility;
c. Inerrability.

ANSWERS: 1.b, 2.c, 3.b, 4.a, 5.c,
6.c, 7.b, 8.a, 9.b, 10.c, 11.c, 12.b,
13.a, 14.b

1. In Genesis this act defines God
as “supreme”:

and contributions to three national collections.
The bishops also approved
funding of $450,000 for the New
York-based John Jay College of
Criminal Justice to complete a
study of the causes and context
of clergy sex abuse of minors.
Commissioned by the bishops
in the 2002 “Charter for the
Protection of Children and
Young People,” the study is expected to be completed by
December 2010.
During their executive session, the U.S. bishops expressed
“appreciation and support” for
Bishop D’Arcy especially for “his
pastoral concern” for the
University of Notre Dame.
In a two-sentence statement
made public June 22 in
Washington, the bishops also affirmed Bishop D’Arcy’s “solicitude for (Notre Dame’s) Catholic
identity and his loving care for
all those the Lord has given him
to sanctify, to teach and to shepherd.”
The statement made no direct
reference to the controversy
over the Indiana university’s decision to have Obama as commencement speaker May 17 and
to give him an honorary degree
or to a recent call by the board of
directors of the Association of
Catholic
Colleges
and
Universities for the bishops to
revisit their 2004 statement,
“Catholics in Political Life.”
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

An open letter to Miguel Diaz
BY GEORGE WEIGEL

Dear Dr. Diaz:
Congratulations on your nomination as U.S. ambassador to the
Holy See. Having worked on a bipartisan basis with seven of your
predecessors, in both calm and
turbulent times, I’ve some ideas I
hope might be of use to you.
Permit me to share them publicly,
as I think they shed some light on
what the U.S. Embassy to the
Holy See is, and isn’t, for your fellow-Catholics in the U.S.
1. My first point sounds pedestrian but isn’t: Resist all efforts by
State Department bean-counters
to relocate the functions of
Embassy-Vatican to the campus
of the U.S. Embassy to Italy. The
bean-counters will argue this on
fiscal and security grounds; both
are nonsense. The Holy See
deeply (and rightly) resents such
cheese-paring, especially from
major powers. Defend your turf,
and keep your post independent
of Embassy-Italy. You can be their
friend; don’t be their tenant.
2. As a theologian, you’ll want
to cultivate intellectual contacts
in Rome—as several of your predecessors have done, and to good
effect for the U.S.-Vatican relationship. Ambassadors Jim
Nicholson and Mary Ann
Glendon were particularly successful in having EmbassyVatican foster serious reflection
in Rome on international human
rights law, development aid, and
religious freedom. That’s a tradition worth continuing. In doing
so, and in nurturing your own
scholarship, permit the observation that the real intellectual energy in Rome these days is not so
much at the older centers of higher learning—the Gregorian

University and the Angelicum— Meeting with such groups to disbut at the newer foundations: the cuss mutual concerns, either at the
Pontifical University of the Holy embassy abroad or in the U.S., is a
Cross and the Pontifical normal part of the job. Being an
advocate for specific policies of the
Atheneum Regina Apostolorum.
3. Always remember Benjamin administration you represent is
Franklin’s response when the Holy not. I hope the Obama administraSee inquired of Franklin, then am- tion understands that using you as
a partisan surrogate
bassador to France,
with Catholic audiences
about the views of
in the U.S. would be
President Washington’s
poorly received by the
administration on the
Holy See, as it would
appointment of a
under any American adCatholic bishop in the
ministration. If this is
new United States.
not understood by your
Franklin replied that
superiors, please exsuch an appointment
plain it to them.
was not the govern5. Find things on
ment’s business. As rep- GEORGE WEIGEL
which the administraresentatives of that
same government, all your prede- tion and the Holy See agree and
cessors have rigorously avoided concentrate on those. Yours is a
entanglement in the internal af- difficult task, in that the adminisfairs of the Catholic Church in the tration you serve and the Holy
United States during their years at See are at cross-purposes on sevEmbassy-Vatican—including any eral core Vatican issues in interinvolvement whatsoever in the national arenas, such as the right
delicate matter of the appoint- to life. That was the fate of anothment of bishops. The pattern from er of your predecessors,
Benjamin Franklin to Mary Ann Ambassador Lindy Boggs. She
Glendon is constant and sound. made her mission a success by
I’m sure you’ll agree there’s no focusing on areas of agreement. It
was a wise tack to take in 1997; it
need to tinker with it.
4. A parallel point involves your would be a wise tack in 2009.
6. Take your family on the
activities at home during your
time as U.S. ambassador to the Lenten “station church” pilgrimHoly See. In thinking through this age led by the North American
facet of your responsibilities, it College: a great way to learn the
might help if you imagined your- city, and a great way to pray.
Buon viaggio e buona fortuna!
self a career foreign service officer
taking up an ambassadorial post, (Safe trip and good luck!)
rather than a political appointee. A
George Weigel is Distinguished
senior foreign service officer serving as a U.S. ambassador abroad Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Policy
Center
in
will have certain constituencies Public
here in America: ethnic groups Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column
from the country to which he or is distributed by the Denver
she is assigned; trade associations; Catholic Register, the official
businesses; advocacy groups in- newspaper of the Archdiocese of
terested in the country in question. Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Blended families
Thank you for your article,
“Blended families: tips on creating a healthy family” (June 17
DCR). However, one successful
pastoral response to divorce was
not mentioned, namely, counseling divorced spouses not to
date and not to remarry. My experience teaches me that when
divorced spouses remarry, despite their best efforts and those
of their new spouse to blend
their children into already existent family relationships, many

times children can’t help but feel
homeless, not fully “at home” in
a step-home environment, especially if they are required to
move back and forth between
the two homes of their parent
and that parent’s new spouse. I
urge divorced parents to consider not remarrying, on behalf of
their children as well as on their
own behalf.
Msgr. Edward L. Buelt
Pastor, Our Lady of Loreto
Parish
Foxfield

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize
that the opinions expressed in letters to
the editor are those of the author and
are not necessarily those of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Letters
containing plainly misstated facts,
misinformation or libelous statements
will not be printed. Unsigned letters will
not be printed. Letters will be edited.
Send letters to: Editor, Denver Catholic
Register, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO
80210 or fax to 303-715-2045. E-mail
us at: editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
July 1-3: 70th annual Tekakwitha Conference, Raleigh, N.C.
July 5: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
July 7: Committee of Vicars and Directors, JPII Center (9:30 a.m.)
July 8: Speaker, Legatus meeting, Diocese of Colorado Springs

Please support the advertisers
who help support the Catholic Register!

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
July 7-14: Annual spiritual retreat
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BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

July 5: 14th
Ordinary Time

Sunday

in

Scripture readings:
• Ezekiel 2:2-5
• Psalm 123: 1-4
• 2 Corinthians 12:7-10
• Mark 6:1-6
Overview: It is natural to want
the
approval
of
others.
Unfortunately, sometimes we’re
tempted to compromise our beliefs and keep silent or say
things people want to hear in
order to win their approval.
Ezekiel was one of several thousand exiles deported to Babylon
in 597 B.C. In the early part of
his ministry Ezekiel prepared
his fellow exiles for the impending destruction of Jerusalem as
the just judgment against a rebellious nation. Even though the
Israelites were “hard of face and
obstinate of heart” God insisted
that Ezekiel speak the truth, as
difficult as it was to hear.
Whether or not they would heed
his words, the Israelites would
know that “a prophet has been
among them.” In our second
reading, St. Paul testifies that in
proclaiming the Gospel he often

suffered “insults, hardships,
persecutions and constraints.”
Even though he and his message
were regularly rejected, he could
not but speak the truth of Jesus
Christ. As so often is the case in
the Gospels, Jesus speaks and
acts in ways that sum up the law
and the prophets. In this week’s
Gospel reading he is rejected by
his own people, just like Ezekiel
was. Still, he spoke the truth
such that people were astonished, wondering where he had
acquired such wisdom. In all
three cases Ezekiel, St. Paul, and
Christ spoke the truth, inviting
people to respond in faith and
hope.
Key verse: “He was amazed at
their lack of faith.”—Mk 6:6
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “To be human, ‘man’s
response to God by faith must be
free, and … therefore nobody is
to be forced to embrace the faith
against his will. The act of faith is
of its very nature a free act.’ ‘God
calls men to serve him in spirit
and in truth. Consequently they
are bound to him in conscience,
but not coerced. … This fact received its fullest manifestation in
Christ Jesus.’ Indeed, Christ invited people to faith and conversion, but never coerced them.
‘For he bore witness to the truth
but refused to use force to impose it on those who spoke
against it. His kingdom … grows

by the love with which Christ, lifted up on the cross, draws men to
himself’” (No. 160).
Pope Benedict XVI: “Belief is
not at all mere opinion; rather, it
is certainty that God has shown
himself and has opened up for
us the view of truth itself.”

(“Pilgrim Fellowship of Faith”).
Application: Christ bore witness to the truth and invited all
who heard him to conversion
and faith. Christ still speaks to us
through his word and the magisterium of the Church. Our minds
are made for truth. When we hear

it, we recognize it and are compelled to respond—one way or
another. When we’re in a situation that calls for us to explain the
faith, we shouldn’t be timid about
it for we have confidence that the
faith we profess comes from
Christ himself who is “the way,
the truth, and the life.”
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Bible conference attendees learn how Scriptures dispel darkness, transform lives
BY JULIE FILBY

More than 700 “hungry”
Catholics from 30 states and
Canada gathered at St. Thomas
More Parish in Centennial June 2627 for the fourth annual National
Catholic Bible Conference.
“When you come to a conference like this, you’re hungry,” said
speaker and author Jeff Cavins.
“You’re seeking something.”
This was evident as conferencegoers proceeded from session to
session—savoring the lessons, developing camaraderie and keeping
their hearts open to God’s specific
message for their lives.
This year’s event themed

“Scripture in the Life and Mission
of the Church” offered more than
25 workshops to help attendees
discover how to use God’s word to
bridge the gap between faith and
everyday life.
Ten of the country’s most gifted
biblical teachers presented workshops including Cavins, Tim Gray,
Sarah Christmyer, Mary Healy,
Deb Holiday, Curtis Martin, Brant
Pitre, Thomas Smith, Edward Sri
and Peter Williamson.
“The speakers are extremely
knowledgeable,” said Carol Anne
Clifford, parishioner from Christ
the King in Evergreen. “They don’t
just speak to your head, but to
your heart.”

JEFF
CAVINS
delivers a
keynote talk
to the
National
Catholic
Bible
Conference
last week at
St. Thomas
More Church
in Centennial.

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

Following the opening Mass and
breakfast, the crowd was greeted
by Gray, president of the Augustine
Institute, one of the conference
sponsors along with Ascension
Press and the Denver Catholic
Biblical School.
Gray
introduced
Denver
Auxiliary Bishop James Conley,
who filled in for originally slated
keynote speaker Archbishop
Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., who
was suddenly called to Rome for
meetings.
“When Rome calls, you go,” explained Bishop Conley, drawing
laughter from the crowd.

Upcoming
Focus Issues
July 15:
Senior
Lifestyles /
Speech,
Vision &
Hearing /
Colorado
Recreation
Guide
July 29:
Summer
Bridal /
Home
Improvement
August 12:
Deacon
Appreciation
/ Back-toSchool /
Parenting
Resources

The bishop described how over
the centuries when God’s people
strayed, the reform that was needed came about by the recovery of
God’s word. He shared three examples of such recovery and renewal
in the stories of King Josiah, Ezra
and St. Francis of Assisi.
“God’s word has the power to
change hearts and history,” Conley
said. “By recalling such periods in
salvation history, we can learn important lessons for our own day.”
Bishop Conley concluded saying the recovery of God’s word is
precisely what the Church is calling us to do in our time.
“It’s our job to help the Church
make the word of God spread vigorously in our culture—a culture
that desperately needs light to dispel its present darkness,” he said.
Jim Bachta, who is working toward a master’s degree at the
Augustine Institute, and his wife
Bonnie came from Colorado
Springs to attend the conference.
Both felt inspired by the event.
“People are really excited,”
Bonnie said. “It’s great meeting so
many people who are ‘on fire’ like
we are.”
“Everyone is jazzed,” Jim agreed.
“Some information is new—and
some reinforced. It’s great when it
just ‘clicks’.”
Christmyer’s
presentation
“Reading Revelation in the light of
the story” offered suggestions for
approaching and studying the
book of Revelation, often described as the most difficult yet
most fascinating section of the
Bible.
Christmyer said the Bible is
“nothing less than a love letter
from our heavenly Father” and
Revelation is one part of that love
letter.
“It’s an integral and necessary
part of the love story because it
gives us the happy ending,” she
said, noting that the best love stories include conflict.
She explained that the Bible is
not a random collection—none of
the books stand alone and they
cannot be read in a vacuum.
“If you read the Bible chronologically, like we help you do in ‘The

CONFERENCE ON CD
Order a complete set of all talks
from the 2009 National
Catholic Bible Conference for
the discounted price of $199
(26 CDs) through July 31.
www.catholicbibleconference.com
1-800-376-0520

Bible Timeline,’” she said. “You
discover that everything points toward one goal—and that goal is
Jesus Christ, the messiah. He alone
makes sense of everything else.”
“The Bible Timeline” she referred to is part of “The Great
Adventure” series, the fastest
growing Bible study in the country.
When introducing Cavins for
the final keynote session of the
conference, Gray acknowledged
the 25th anniversary of “The Great
Adventure.” He described Cavins
as the genius and visionary behind
the series.
Following a standing ovation,
the crowd settled in for Cavin’s
presentation “How does love act?”
Cavins explained that everyone
has two lives—their ideal world
where life is easy and affirming,
and their real world that’s hard and
unpredictable.
“How do you deal with it when
you wake up in the morning and
real life hits you right in the face?”
he asked.
He explained that Jesus teaches
in the cross how to redeem and
transform every area of life.
“The cross changes everything,”
he repeated several times for emphasis, bringing some attendees to
tears. “Real life gives us opportunities to walk as Christ walked—to
love as Christ loved.”
According to conference director, Kelly Walquist, the event grows
each year as the scope of Catholic
Bible studies flourish and the
transformative power of Scripture
is recognized.
“We are seeing an increased interest in both Catholic Bible studies and ongoing education with
the purpose of serving the greater
Church,” she said.
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Youth church musician plays Carnegie Hall

PHOTO PROVIDED

KEVIN AHFAT, 14, a church musician at Our Lady of Loreto Church in Foxfield, performing at Carnegie
Hall in New York City on May 17.
BY ANNA MARIA BASQUEZ

Fourteen-year-old Kevin Ahfat
was visibly and audibly in sync
with the piano music he played on
a recent Sunday at Our Lady of
Loreto Church in Foxfield during a
regularly scheduled Mass.
His transition song into
Communion time before again
picking up a song of worship was a
performance
of
Sergei
Rachmoninoff’s Piano Concerto
No. 5. Moving his arms, wrists and
fingers in complete symphony
with the sound, he gave suspenseful treatment to each note to the
very last key.
It was just one week prior that
New York’s Carnegie Hall recognized him as more than a regularly scheduled musician.
Ahfat, Colorado’s first, first-prize
winner in the Bradshaw & Buono
International Piano Competition,
saw New York City for the first time
for the purpose of performing for
the honorary concert for the contest there May 17. He joined 16
prize winners from countries including Asia and Russia in his
middle school division and 35
musicians overall.
“There were great acoustics and
everyone can hear you, even if you
were whispering on the piano,”
Ahfat said of the experience. “At
Carnegie Hall, you can hear everywhere and it just fills up the entire
room. And you’re there, knowing
you’re sitting in the same place as
a lot of the musical greats. Once
you sit there and collect yourself,
then you realize that you’re playing at Carnegie Hall.”
“That was his dream always,”
said his father, Chris Ahfat. “I encourage him to do what he loves
and to stay focused. He works
hard for it.”
Randy White, director of liturgy
and music at Our Lady of Loreto,
made the trip to be in the audience at Carnegie Hall.
“The first time I ever heard Kevin

play was 20 minutes before a Mass
when he came up and offered his
services when he noticed we didn’t
have a piano player,” White said,
recalling his meeting Ahfat three
years ago. “Initially, I was skeptical
as he was only 11 years old and I
hadn’t heard him play, but once I
heard him play, I knew God had
gifted him with musical talent I
had never seen in an 11-year-old.”
The Canadian-born musician
said he sees God’s gifts as nature
vs. nurture. It starts with the gift,
Ahfat said, but a person must
labor to carry it through to
fruition.
“When God gives you this unusual gift, and God gives everyone
a gift, you still have to work hard,”
said Ahfat who devotes at least
two hours a day to practice.
Ahfat, who is Catholic and has
also shared his musical talents
with St. Thomas More Parish, said
he hopes to enrich the Mass experience with his music. He has
played at Our Lady of Loreto since
2006.
“One of the best times to play
classical music is during
Communion. When you’re experiencing Communion, I think it
helps you think and meditate better,” he said.
Aside from playing in New York
City, Ahfat and his family enjoyed
the sites of the Big Apple, wandering Seventh Avenue and visiting
Julliard School of Music to consider it in his future.
“To so many at Our Lady of
Loreto, he’s a great steward of his
many gifts,” said Msgr. Edward
Buelt, pastor of Our Lady of
Loreto.
White said Ahfat was the only
performer at the Carnegie Hall
concert who mentioned in the
program his enjoyment of playing
for his church. He said he hopes
Ahfat, though competent enough
to go professional, stays levelheaded, Christian and cognizant
that his talent is a gift from God.

“I pray he continues this way,”
he said. “He probably doesn’t recognize it, but he probably could
play Carnegie Hall on violin as
well. He’s that good.”
Ahfat is impressive on violin,
flute and pipe organ, said White.
He has been working with longtime pipe organ musician
Kathleen Wheeler to learn the pipe
organ, a historic instrument not
often sought out by younger musicians to play.
At Carnegie Hall, Ahfat performed Rachmaninoff’s Moments
Musicaux, Maurice Ravel’s Jeux
d’eau and Beethoven’s Sonata
Opus 14, No. 2.
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Triduum at Carmelite monastery open to the public
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

The nuns of Carmel of the Holy
Spirit Monastery invite everyone
to celebrate the feast of Our Lady
of Mount Carmel by participating
in their annual triduum liturgies
set for 7 p.m. on July 14, 15 and 16
in the monastery chapel.
The liturgies include the rosary,
Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament, the prayer of the triduum, the blessing and distribution
of the brown Carmelite scapular
and a sermon.
The feast of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel remembers Mary’s gift of

the scapular to St. Simon Stock in
Cambridge, England, on July 16,
1251, with the promise that
whomever dies wearing it would
be spared the fires of hell.
“All are most welcome to join us
at the triduum services,” said the
prioress, Mother Gemma Maria
Hughes. “We love to praise the
Blessed Mother and we want to especially pray for our priests during
this Year for Priests. Without priests
we wouldn’t have the Mass or the
Blessed Sacrament.”
Priests leading the liturgies and
delivering the sermons will be: July
14, Father Joseph Hearty, F.S.S.P.,

TRIDUUM
What: Prayer services on three
consecutive nights leading up to
the feast of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel
When: 7 p.m. July 14, 15 and 16
Where: Carmel of the Holy Spirit
Monastery, 6138 S. Gallup St.,
Littleton

assistant chaplain of the Latin
Mass Community; July 15, Father
James Jackson, F.S.S.P., chaplain of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Latin
If any man
would come
after me, let
him deny
himself and
take up his
cross and
follow me.
For whoever
would save
his life will
lose it; and
whoever loses
his life for
my sake and
the gospel's
will save it.
Mark 8:34-35

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

THE INTERIOR of Carmel of the Holy Spirit Monastery chapel, 6138
S. Gallup St. in Littleton.
Mass Community; and July 16, alms for their support. Organizers
Father Marcus Mallick, pastor of hope that the laity will again reSacred Heart of Mary Church in spond generously to their appeal
for the nuns. The sisters spend
Boulder.
Ten
Discalced
(shoeless) their lives praying for the needs of
Carmelite sisters and a novice re- the whole Church, but especially
side at the monastery. The com- for the archdiocese.
“People are welcome to give us a
munity is a branch of the
Carmelite order founded by St. call or to mail or drop off their
prayer intentions all through the
Teresa of Avila.
In 1947, when the Littleton year, but especially during the
monastery was founded, a branch triduum,” the prioress said.
In addition, the public is always
of the Archbishop’s Guild called
Friends of Carmel was established invited to the monastery’s 6:30
to help the nuns with the a.m. Mass, which is offered seven
monastery’s upkeep. Each year days a week in the chapel.
Send donations and prayer reFriends of Carmel ask the laity to
send a check of any amount di- quests to Carmel of the Holy Spirit
rectly to the monastery in a Monastery, 6138 S. Gallup St.,
fundraising drive. The drive is vital Littleton, CO 80120. Your check is
to the nuns, who rely entirely on your receipt.
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Benefit raises $30,000
More than 250 people attended
the fifth annual Party, Peeps and
Poker benefit, sponsored by Seeds
of Hope Charitable Trust on June
12. The fundraising event was held
at the RedLine Art Studio in
Denver where attendees danced to
a live orchestra, tried their luck in
the poker tournament and bid on
a wide selection of items in the
silent auction. Some of the donated items up for auction included
sports memorabilia, overnight
stays at fine hotels and a complete
golf package at Cherry Creek
Country Club. Seeds of Hope

Executive Director Betsy Boudreau
declared the evening an overwhelming success, saying the
event brought in more than
$30,000.
“It was, in a word, terrific,”
Boudreau said. “And I can’t say
enough about the venue. The people at RedLine did a wonderful job
and everyone I talked to enjoyed
themselves. It was a pleasure to
see them come out and be a part of
this event.”
Established in 1996, the mission
of the Seeds of Hope Charitable
Trust is to make the tremendous

Parish festivals offer
fellowship and fun
while raising vital funds
BY JOHN GLEASON

Across the Archdiocese of
Denver, summer festivals give
parishioners an opportunity to
enjoy food, games and entertainment while raising money for
church needs or the parish school.
Here is a partial list of upcoming
festivals.

Holy Family
On July 10-12, Holy Family
Church at 4380 Utica St. in northwest Denver, will host its annual
bazaar, which will include grand
prize drawings of $10,000, $5,000
and $2,500. The event will feature
the bazaar’s famous Italian sausage
sandwiches, fine Mexican food,
and standard bazaar fare such as
hot dogs, hamburgers and nachos.
Entertainment for both children
and adults will feature a climbing
wall, booth games and amusement rides. The Malley Swing
Band, the John Williams Orchestra,
and Los Amigos will provide music
in the evenings. Bazaar hours are
from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. Friday and
Saturday, and 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. on
Sunday. For more information, call
303-455-1664.

Our Lady of Guadalupe
The annual summer festival at
Our Lady of Guadalupe Church is
scheduled for July 10-12. The
bazaar will have many rides,
games, amusements and a drawing. Parish volunteers will serve a
variety of Mexican and Italian
foods, everything from gorditas to
Italian sausage sandwiches, and
visitors will be entertained with
live music. The festival will run 6
p.m. to 11p.m. Friday, 2 p.m. to
11p.m. Saturday, and 10 a.m. to 9
p.m. Sunday. More information is
available by calling 303-477-1402.
Our Lady of Guadalupe is located
at 1209 W. 36th Ave. in Denver.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Church’s annual bazaar will be
held July 17-19 at 3549 Navajo St.

in Denver. The event will be open
from 5 p.m. to 11p.m. all three
days, turning the closed-off street
into an amusement park complete with rides and games for
children of all ages. An array of
fine Italian food, including the
event’s famous sausage sandwiches will be featured on the
menu. A DJ will provide nightly
entertainment. More details can
be found by calling 303-455-0447.

Shrine of St. Anne
For 25 years, the Shrine of St.
Anne at 7555 Grant Place in
Arvada has put on its parish
bazaar. This year’s event will be
held July 24-26. Games for the
whole family will include a fishing
pond, darts and a dunking booth.
Parish volunteers will be baking
up sweet delights, everything from
cakes and pies to cupcakes and
cookies. Sausage sandwiches,
Italian cuisine, hotdogs and hamburgers will also be on hand. Cash
prizes for this year’s drawing are
$5,000, $1,000 and $500. Part of
the event also includes a garage
sale in the school cafeteria where
household items, toys and electronics can be found at bargain
prices. St. Anne’s bazaar will run 6
p.m. to 11 p.m. Friday, 5 p.m. to 11
p.m. Saturday, and 4 p.m. to 10
p.m. Sunday. For more information, call 303-420-1280.

Our Lady of Grace
Delicious Mexican food will be
one of the centerpieces of the annual Our Lady of Grace Church
bazaar, 2645 E. 48th Ave. in
Denver,
July
24-26.
Complementing the ethnic cuisine will be other summertime favorites like hamburgers, hot dogs
and ice cream. Games and prizes
for children will be on hand, including a duck pond, pony rides
and several a lotería (lotteries) for
the adults at $500 each.
Numerous DJs will lend their talent each evening. For more information, call 303-297-3440.

benefits of a Catholic education
available to economically disadvantaged children of all faiths.
Through tuition assistance, scholarships, vouchers, and grants for
programs and technology, Seeds of
Hope supports the Catholic elementary and high schools serving
a low-income, high minority population concentrated in the inner
city of Denver.

STAFFERS of the Seeds of Hope
Charitable Trust and committee
members of the organization’s
Party, Peeps and Poker benefit
pose in front of children’s art at
the June 12 event.
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Eager faithful attend first Spanish Pro-Life Congress in archdiocese
BY LARA MONTOYA

On June 13, feast of St. Anthony
of Padua, more than 200
Hispanics gathered for the first
Pro-Life Congress organized by
the Respect Life and the Hispanic
Ministry
offices
of
the
Archdiocese of Denver.
The event took place at the
John Paul II Center in south
Denver. Organizers called the
congress a great success.
“One of the best results of the
congress,”
noted
Abraham
Morales, associate director of
Hispanic Ministry and Centro San
Juan Diego, “is the commitment
of the majority of the attendees to
the pro-life movement. Most of
them, for example, after learning
about the sacredness of life, have
gotten involved in the Gabriel
Project and Project Rachel ministries, and as promoters of life issues in their parishes.”
The congress began with Mass
presided by Denver Archbishop

Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. In his
homily, the archbishop urged the
faithful to defend the life and
rights of the unborn.
“The love of Christ is one of the
reasons why Catholics are very involved in the pro-life movement,”
the prelate said. “Because the love
of Christ impels them to do this.
“We, as Catholics,” he added,
“care about what Jesus thinks
and we stand with him, even in
the face of opposition of the culture. Our role as his disciples is to
renew the face of the earth and
this means to bring a new culture
of life to the United States. So this
is a great challenge. And we must
follow the example of St.
Anthony, preaching and teaching the Gospel with our words
and actions.
“As Catholics, we stand with the
unborn,” the archbishop declared. “We believe they have a
dignity that cannot be violated. If
you don’t believe this, you are not
a Catholic.”

The faithful are called not simply to believe that the unborn
have dignity, he added, but to
work even in the face of opposition to change the laws of the land
to protect the unborn.
After the Mass, the prelate
noted that 51 percent of the
Church in northern Colorado is
Hispanic.
“Your voice is very important
to the transformation of society,”
Archbishop Chaput said. “You all
agree that it is more important to
be Catholic than to be Democrat
or Republican and the most important thing is to be children of
God, this comes before party loyalty.”
In her opening remarks, Mimi
Eckstein, director of the Respect
Life Office, spoke of the beauty of
Hispanic culture, noting it believes in the sanctity of human life
and values family.
“We want to invite you to bring
your richness and your dedication to family life to the Respect

Life work of the Archdiocese of
Denver,” said Eckstein.
In his presentation, Luis Soto,
director of Hispanic Ministry and
of Centro San Juan Diego, the
archdiocese’s center for pastoral
and family care for Spanishspeaking Catholics, used the Old
Testament figures of Cain and
Abel to represent the contemporary conflict between those
building the culture of life and
those committed to the culture
of death.
“Cain turned away from God,
and the culture of death is precisely that: to live far from our creator,” he said. “But we are called
to walk in the presence of God, so
let us walk in accordance with
Christ.
“We cannot remain silent,” he
continued, “because we are called
to live the gospel of life and the
topic of life is a topic not only for
the Church but one that must be
discussed at the Capitol. Let’s
make our voices heard there.”

Father Jorge Rodriguez, vice
rector at St. John Vianney
Seminary, warned the attendees
to be aware of the different attacks against the teachings of the
Church, including pre-marital
sex, homosexuality, masturbation, contraceptives, abortion
and euthanasia.
“This is an egocentric culture,”
Father Rodriguez said, “clearly
opposed to our Christian values.
One of the voices that has been
raised courageously and strongly
against this culture of death is the
voice of the Catholic Church,
faithful to Jesus and his message.”
Later, Father Jorge De Los
Santos, vicar for Hispanic
Ministry, participated in a panel
discussion that also included natural family planning consultant
Dr. Carlos Vera, who operates a
Catholic family practice in
Northglenn, and lawyer Dolores
Martinez Hernandez.
The Congress ended with a
bilingual rosary for the unborn.

PBS votes against future religious programming
BY TRACY KMETZ

Since May, Catholic dioceses
throughout the United States
have anxiously awaited the verdict of a June 16 vote put forth
by the Public Broadcasting
Service (PBS) concerning the
continuation of religious programming on affiliated stations.
On June 16, PBS released their
formal decision, stating that all
future sectarian or “religious”
broadcasting has been banned
from all PBS stations and affiliates. However, within the same
vote, the board gave exemption
to the five PBS-member stations
which currently offer some sort
of sectarian programming as
part of their broadcast schedules.

As defined by PBS, “sectarian
content” means advocacy of a
particular religion or religious
point of view.
Denver’s KBDI Channel 12,
which currently airs the
Archdiocese
of
Denver’s
“Televised Mass,” is one of the
five PBS-member stations to
which the PBS board refers in
their final decision.
Given this exemption, more
than 40,000 dedicated viewers of
the Archdiocese of Denver’s
“Televised Mass” can breathe a
sigh of relief. However, archdiocesan leadership has expressed great disappointment in
the overall message put forth by
the vote.
“On one hand, I'm grateful we
can still air the ‘Televised Mass’

on KBDI,” said Jeanette DeMelo,
director of Communications for
the Archdiocese of Denver. “It’s a
true service to our elderly public.
“On the other hand,” she continued, “this decision shows a
continued deterioration of tolerance for religion in the public
sector. Media elites for many
years now have been deciding
what’s of public interest rather
than the true public deciding. In
principle, this decision is extremely worrisome given the
precedent that it sets.”
PBS ombudsman Michael
Gettler serves as an independent internal critic within the
network. He reviews commentary and criticism from viewers
and seeks to ensure that PBS upholds its own standards of editorial integrity.
Noting the controversy that
has surrounded the issue
throughout the past year, Gettler
offered his thoughts regarding
the board decision.
“My own view is that the PBS
board compromise seems to be
reasonable,”
he
said.
“Personally, I am a strong believer in the separation of church
and state.”
Gettler’s full remarks, as well
as PBS’ formal response to the
overwhelming negative feedback regarding the decision, are
posted to pbs.org.
The “Televised Mass” began in
1966 and is considered one of
Denver’s longest running local
TV programs. KBDI Channel 12
picked up the “Televised Mass”
in 1998, and continues to offer
their continued, local support
for and dedication to the program.
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Pioneer school still forming young
minds for the next generation
BY ELIZABETH M. DELINE

Since 1924 Presentation of Our Lady
School has brought exceptional Catholic
education to the community in west
Denver.
Sandra Howard, the principal of the
school and native of South Africa, as well
as Father Edward Poehlmann, the pastor,
are already enthusiastic about the new
school year beginning in August of this
year. The school will have an enrollment
of some 130 children, with other preschool hopefuls.
“Although many children don’t come to
Mass here on the weekends because they
aren’t in this parish,” said Howard, “they
come here for school, from 15 different
zip codes, because the level of education
is so much better than the public schools
in the area.”
According to Howard, a couple of reasons the quality of education is so high
are the small class sizes and the dedication of the teachers. Small classes make
for a better learning environment that
helps the teachers to spend time with
each individual child and truly make a
difference in their lives. The teachers
view their work more in the light of vocation rather than duty.
This can be evidenced in the school’s
legacy, which Howard said is, “To teach
every child to be true to themselves and
most especially to their faith in Jesus
Christ.”
“From that,” concluded Howard, “we
want every child to know that they are
more than just a product of their neighborhood. We want them to know that
they can become unique individuals,
who can serve their community with the
talents God has given them.”
Drawing from his experience of teaching in other Catholic schools, such as
Bishop Machebeuf and Holy Family high
schools and St. Clare of Assisi Grade
School in Edwards, Father Poehlmann
emphasized the importance of Catholic
education, saying, “I think it’s critical because it focuses on the integral formation
of the child.”
The priest described how during the
1980s Presentation School was on the
verge of closing due to low enrollment
and funds. Thankfully, due to the grace of
God and the passion of Father John M.
Gibbons, O.M.I., who was pastor from
1980 to 1996, the school rallied back to
being still a small but steadily enrolled
school.
The school opened under the direction
of the first parish priest, Father James J.
Gibbons. The parish and school served
the pioneers living on the western plain,
who weathered the rough living conditions that the prairie put upon them.
From blizzards in the winter, to muddy
roads in the springtime, or the blistering
heat during the height of summer, the
tiny parish and school ministered faithfully to the growing Denver population,
never once faltering in its mission to
bring the Gospel of Christ to its faithful
parishioners.
Father Poehlmann stressed that the
school’s success has been due to faithful
parishioners throughout the years, who
continue to help sustain the school in
any way they can. Whether it was
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FATHER Edward Poehlmann poses outside Presentation of Our Lady School, located at 660 Julian St. in Denver.

PRESENTATION OF OUR
LADY SCHOOL
Address: 660 Julian St., Denver
Phone: 303-629-6562
Web: presentationdenver.org
Presentation of Our Lady School
maintains a long tradition of excellence
in Catholic education to the community
in west Denver. The school (pre-school to
eighth) is currently accepting
applications for the 2009-10 academic
year. Presentation strives to form its
students in the light of the Gospel.

through attending Father Gibbons’ bingo
in the ‘80s and ‘90s or today’s annual
spaghetti dinners, fish fries, and burrito
sales, the parishioners help meet the
needs of the school.
Yet, the pastor and Howard were transparent with the challenges they still have
to face today, mentioning that the traditional sources of funding are no longer
available. In the future they plan to set
up a foundation that will give financial
aid to the children who need it most.
“Presentation School is not willing to
turn away any child or family who is in
need of financial aid,” the pastor asserted, with Howard agreeing.
Being that Presentation is located in an
ethnically diverse, low-income neighborhood, the school goes the extra mile by
offering free breakfast and lunch to all
the children who attend its pre-school
through eighth grade classes.
Not only does Presentation School feed
soul and mind with its strong faith-based
curriculum, noted the pastor and principal, but it also enriches the physical aspects of the children as well. The “little
school on the prairie,” the officials declared, is a clear example of the integrated formation of Catholic education.
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Youths have their faith ignited at Guppy Fest
BY JOHN GLEASON

More than 500 youths representing parishes across Denver
and Colorado Springs took part in
the 16th annual Guppy Fest at St.
Thomas More Church, June 19.

There, young people got to
know others from different parishes, participate in prayer and worship, heard speakers on a variety of
topics, attended Mass and were
treated to a concert by recording
artist Matt Maher, who also deliv-

ered the keynote address.
David Tschumper, event coordinator and director of youth ministry at the Centennial church said
planners packed a lot of fun and
information into the day.
“First, we talked about our
theme, ‘For Your Glory,’ which we
took from St. Paul’s First Letter to
the Corinthians,” Tschumper said.
“It is also the title of one of Matt’s
songs. That led to a discussion
about St. Paul and the sacrifices he
went though in his ministry; being
shipwrecked and thrown in jail.
No matter what happened to him,
he kept on going for the glory of
God.”
In addition to Maher’s keynote,
other presentations were conducted by Father Jim Crisman, director
of priestly vocations for the
Archdiocese of Denver, and Adrian
and Aubrey Quintero from Church
of the Risen Christ who spoke
about marriage as a vocation.
Fourteen-year-old
Haley
Henderson told the Denver
Catholic Register she couldn’t put

CHRISTIAN
recording
artist Matt
Maher delivers the
keynote talk
to youths attending the
2009 Guppy
Fest at St.
Thomas
More Parish,
June 19.
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her finger on one part of the day
that stood out—every event, every
session brought something new,
something to consider, she said.
“I was at the marriage break-out
session and as I listened and heard
how marriage is both a struggle
and a joy, when they called it a vocation, I was surprised,” she said.
“I mean you don’t have to wear a
habit or be a priest to answer a call.
I never thought of that.”
Nathan Quintana, 14, from
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
in Thornton, was attending his

first Guppy Fest at the invitation of
a friend. He said the sessions had
given him a lot to think about.
“I’ve heard about spreading the
word through technology; that
God is an active part of our computer society,” he said. “But I think
the one statement that I remember is when Father Crisman was
speaking about hearing God’s call,
and how you have to listen with
your heart as much as your head.”
Quintana added that one of the
reasons he came to the event was
the chance to hear Matt Maher.
“I’ve heard some of his songs,
they sound pretty cool,” he said.
Born
in
Newfoundland,
Canada, Maher moved to Arizona
in 1995 when his parents divorced.
He told the students that even
though he had a Bible by his bed,
he had stopped going to church
when he entered high school.
“I wasn’t a practicing anything,”
he said. “My relationship with God
wasn’t strong. I believed God was
real, but didn’t know how much he
loved me.”
Maher drew laughter from the
crowd when, during a time shortly
after his parents divorced and he
was trying to figure things out, he
poured over the book of Genesis,
looking for references to dinosaurs.
“For a time when it came to attending Mass, I was what you’d call
a CEO Catholic,” he said. “That
stands for ‘Christmas and Easter
Only.’”
Maher did start going to Mass
again, which allowed him to come
face-to-face with his faith. At his
new parish, he was asked by the
youth minister to help with music.
Saying that the experience was like
a light going off inside him, Maher
returned to his love of songwriting.
“The first rule in songwriting is:
write what you know,” he said.
“And that’s what I did; I wrote
songs for God. I mean what’s the
point of believing in something if
all (your faith) does is sit on the
sidelines?” He added that once
you’re open to God, the change
will affect the rest of your life and
all aspects of it.
Tschumper was excited to have
Maher as speaker and entertainer
and hoped that the event would be
a day of grace for the youth and
would encourage them to live out
their Catholic faith in a real and
tangible way.
“You look at these kids and hope
they experience some goodness
and good news in their life,” he
said.
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The ACA and the communications benefit
BY JOHN GLEASON

Communication, which is getting the word out and keeping the
public—in this case, the Catholics
of the Denver Archdiocese—aware
of what is going on locally and nationally is a job that doesn’t take a
day off.
Two of the ministries supported
in part by the Archbishop’s
Catholic Appeal keep the flow of
information going: the Colorado
Catholic Conference and the
Communications Office.
The
Colorado
Catholic
Conference is the state-level, public-policy agency operated by the
Archdiocese of Denver, the Diocese
of Pueblo and the Diocese of
Colorado Springs. The conference
informs and advises Church organizations concerning the legislative
process and seeks to shape public
policy which protects the sanctity
and dignity of human life. Jennifer
Kraska is the executive director of
the Colorado Catholic Conference.
“We bring a Catholic voice to the
capitol on a daily basis when
they’re in session and we bring
Catholic concerns to the public
square,” she explained. “I think it’s
extremely important in society
today that people are able to bring
their beliefs and values to bear on
what happens as policy is made.”
Kraska said the conference runs
a tight ship when it comes to finances.
Funds
from
the
Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal are
critical to help keep Catholic concerns in the public square.
“We have a daily presence at the
Capitol … but we’re involved in
other projects as well,” Kraska said.
“A big one last year was the Get Out
the Vote Campaign, a state-wide
effort to get Catholics to the voting
booth in the 2008 presidential
elections.
“We also worked on the Catholic
health care directive, which helps
Catholics discern end-of-life care
for themselves in the event they
are unable to speak for themselves,” she added. “Without the
ACA, the office might not have personnel to work on these projects.”
Funding is what keeps the ministry going, but Kraska said that
equally important are the people
that keep it active.

ARCHBISHOP’S
CATHOLIC APPEAL
For more information, visit
online at archden.org, click on
“Offices” then on the
“Archbishop’s Catholic
Appeal” link or call 303-7153111.

“The
Colorado
Catholic
Conference is an interactive organization,” she said. “And in
order to keep the Catholic face on
things, it will take the involvement
of Catholic voices from all over
Colorado that come together as
one.”
When one thinks of the
Communications Office for the
Denver Archdiocese, several
media tools come to mind: the
newspapers the Denver Catholic
Register and El Pueblo Católico and
the archdiocesan Web site: archden.org. The Communications
Office coordinates public affairs
among media, produces English
and Spanish televised Masses, and
serves as a general resource for
anyone looking for information,
acting as the eyes, ears and mouth
of the archdiocese.
Tracy Kmetz, associate director
for the office, said the department
works tirelessly to keep the information flowing.
“We work hard to foster positive
public relations between the
Archdiocese of Denver and the
surrounding community,” she
said. “The public relations office
promotes, clarifies and responds
to Catholic news and events at the
local, national and international
levels.”
The Denver Catholic Register is
delivered weekly, except during
the summer when it is published
biweekly, to 90,000 households.
The monthly, Spanish-language El
Pueblo’s circulation is 9,000 and
growing. And more than 20,000
households tune in each week to
view the “Televised Mass.”
“Considering that many of our
viewers reside in assisted living or
nursing homes, that number
could be close to twice that many,”
Kmetz said.
The office also maintains the

Denver Archdiocese’s Web site,
archden.org, which offers a cross
section of information, scheduling, news and events.
In the Information Age, everyone wants their news now, yet the
cost of keeping people informed
continues to climb. As recently as
a decade ago, most people got
their news from the morning
paper or the evening news on television. Studies show that while the
majority of people still get their
news this way, digital technology
has increased the desire for instant
access.
“People demand it minute-byminute,” Kmetz said, “They want
graphics, on-line feeds and interactive Web sites. And the cost to
provide that is high. To summarize, a reduction in ACA funds
would seriously jeopardize the
Communications Office’s ability to
inform the local Catholic community of the Gospel truth.”
Forty years ago, people saw the
hand-held communicators of television’s “Star Trek” series as nothing more than glorified curiosities
from the world of science fiction.
Today, portable communication
devices connect us with the entire
world. According to Kmetz, the
Church must be at the forefront of
this communications frontier.
“It’s hard for me to imagine our
communications technologies
getting faster than they already
are,” she said, “but I have no doubt
they will.”

Catholic Charities new center increases aid to community
Catholic Charities new Aurora
Community Assistance Center,
located in Suite 156 at 1300 S.
Potomac St. in Aurora, was dedicated the morning of June 9 by
Denver Auxiliary Bishop James
Conley.
The center was opened to serve
the increasing needs of the
Aurora, Arapahoe County and
Adams County communities. The
center is open weekdays from 9
a.m. to 3:30 pm. It replaces the
aging Aurora and Northeast
Assistance Centers and expands
Catholic Charities’ capacity to deliver emergency assistance and
collateral services in the commu-

nity, administrators said.
Last
October,
Catholic
Charities consolidated the services of its Southwest and Central
emergency assistance centers at
the new Byers Place Center.
Following the opening, Byers
Place showed a marked improvement in service delivery and capacity in meeting needs than the
two centers it replaced, officials
said. Catholic Charities anticipates similar if not more profound results with the opening of
the
Aurora
Community
Assistance Center.
“We believe we have discovered a better, more efficient way

to help people in need, said Geoff
Bennett, Catholic Charities’ vice
president of Shelter and
Community Outreach. “We are
encouraged by the results we attained with the consolidation of
services in Denver and Jefferson
Counties at the Byers Place
Emergency Assistance Center last
fall. We are confident that we can
do better and help more people
with higher-functioning centers.”
Services available at the new
site include assistance with rent,
mortgages and utilities, as well as
bus tokens, a food bank, victims
assistance, counseling and a
clothing bank.
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Kidney
From Page 1
orates the 150th anniversary of
the saint’s death. During this
special year, priests from around
the world will renew their fidelity to Christ and their bonds of
brotherhood.
“The one priesthood of Jesus
Christ joins us together in a
unique way,” said Father Hartley.
“If a brother priest is in need, you
do what you can to help.”
Father Voss’ health problems
started soon after his first birthday. At 14 months, he was diagnosed with a form of cancer,
neuroblastoma. He was treated
aggressively until he was nearly
4 years old.
At age 19, doctors discovered
cancerous lesions on both of his
kidneys, which led to two surgeries over the next five years.
Following the surgeries, 90 per-
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FOR MORE
INFORMATION
About organ donation: visit
www.uch.edu/transplant
What the Church teaches
about organ donation:
• “Catechism of the Catholic
Church,” paragraph No. 2296
• The Ethical and Religious
Directives for Catholic Health
Care Services, directive Nos.
30, 63 and 64

cent of his left kidney was intact,
but only 10 percent of his right
kidney remained.
In 2006, he was diagnosed
with a degenerative kidney disorder—
focal
segmental
glomerulosclerosis
(FSGS)—
which ultimately resulted in the
need for a transplant. Doctors
have suggested it was the treatment he received for childhood
cancer that led to the secondary
renal cancer and FSGS.
Father Voss expressed gratitude to the countless individuals
who went for donor testing including brother priests, family,
friends, parishioners and many
people he never even met.
“It was incredible—I was really
blessed,” Father Voss said. “But
there are hundreds of people who
are not as fortunate. Hundreds of
people are waiting for a kidney,
and they will die waiting.”
Both Fathers Voss and Hartley
encourage people to consider
being organ donors. According
to the United Network for Organ
Sharing, more than 102,000 candidates are on the national waiting list for organ transplants.

Fraternas
From Page 2
the biggest challenges over the last
decade are related: to be the pioneer community of fraternas in the
United States, and the transition to
a new culture.
“But at the same time,” she said,
“it has been a fascinating and encouraging process to understand,
embrace and love another culture,
and to see that it does not matter
what country you are from, because the yearnings and longings
of the human person are the same
everywhere in the world.”
At the Mass, Archbishop Chaput
observed that every time the fraternas gather to celebrate important events, they seem to be surrounded by more and more people.
“The numbers keep growing,
and that is significant because it
reminds us that love leads to love
and friendship begets friendship,”
he said.
Today, there are seven fraternas
in Denver. An additional five
women are in discernment here.
The fraternas have been blessed by
abundant growth in the last
decade, not only in Denver, but
throughout the United States and
the
world
as
a
whole.
Communities of fraternas are now
also present in San Antonio, Texas,

Mass
From Page 3
community. So we exist for you.
Without you we have no meaning.
Working together as God’s holy
priests, as God’s faithful people, we
can make all the difference in the
world in this Year for Priests.”
The archbishop urged the faithful to pray the Year for Priests
prayer (see sidebar on Page 3),
available on holy cards at the
parishes and online at the Year for
Priests link at archden.org. He
noted that the archdiocese has created a Year for Priests prayer calendar that designates a particular
priest or prayer intention for each
day. Like the holy cards, the prayer
calendars are available at the
parishes and may be downloaded
at archden.org. In addition, the
daily prayer intentions are published in each issue of the Denver
Catholic Register (see Page 3).
“The day you were supposed to
pray for me is today,” noted the
Archbishop Chaput, eliciting
laughter. He drew more laughter
when he added, “It’s almost over,
so you better get busy!”
As the concelebrating priests
stood for recognition at the archbishop’s request, the congregation
expressed gratitude to their “spiritual fathers” with applause.
Earlier, acknowledging that the
day was Father’s Day, the archbishop had asked all fathers in the congregation to stand and the congregation had applauded heartily for
them as well. Exhorting the faithful
to thank their fathers and to pray
for them, the prelate urged fathers
to recommit themselves to being

and Bridgeport, Conn. There are
170 fraternas throughout the
world.
The fraternas continue to be
blessed with abundant vocations,
a trend Goñi believes will go on.
“I am sure there are more young
women who are called to be fully
available to the apostolate,” she
said, explaining the importance of
helping them overcome their fear.
“What we have seen is that people fear to follow the Lord Jesus because they fear to make a mistake,
or to renounce the things of the
world. This fear comes from living
in a hedonistic culture that rejects
commitment,” she said. “What
they do not realize is that if this is
their call, there is nowhere else that
they will find fulfillment.”
Eileen Leyne, 28, of Montreal,
Canada, is one of the community’s
new vocations and the first fraterna from the English-speaking
world. Leyne, who has been a fraterna for three years, first met the
fraternas in 2003 and was attracted
to the coherence between their
faith and their everyday life.
“I was struck by the way they
radically follow the Lord and the
zeal they have for their apostolate,”
she said. “They really want to
bring Christ to the world, and they
are willing to give their whole lives
for that.”
Libby Archibald, 26, began going
to Goñi for spiritual counseling in

2007. She slowly began to become
more involved with the community, and she was struck by their devotion to Mary in all things.
“They make Mary the model of
who they are as women and as
Christians, and they really make
her visible in the world through
their lives,” she explained.
Archibald, who is currently discerning with the fraternas, said she
was initially attracted by the spiritual motherhood exhibited by
them. At the anniversary Mass,
Archbishop Chaput spoke of this
spiritual motherhood, reminding
the fraternas that they are called by
Christ to “go and bear fruit that will
remain.”
Goñi speaks of this spiritual
motherhood as a particularly rewarding experience carried out
through the fraternas’ apostolate.
“We live this by being constantly
available for others,” she said,
“when they need to talk, to share,
to trust; when they suffer physically or spiritually; when they don’t
know what to do in difficult moments; or when they just need
guidance or company.”
Looking
to
the
future,
Archbishop Chaput reminded the
fraternas in his homily to always
live out their calling from God.
“Mary is the mother of reconciliation,” he said. “You walk in her
steps, participating in God’s plan
to restore all things to himself.”

good husbands and fathers.
“St. Paul,” the archbishop
added, “tells us that all fatherhood
in heaven and on earth receives its
name from the fatherhood of God,
so those of you who we call father
have a great responsibility.”
Following the Mass, many faithful in the congregation lined up to
venerate a relic of St. John Vianney
that the archbishop had blessed
during the liturgy. An icon image of
the saint was also on display.
Those attending the Mass had
the opportunity to earn a plenary
indulgence. An indulgence is a remission of the temporal punishment due for sins that have been
forgiven. The indulgence, according to a May 12 Vatican decree, will
be offered throughout the Year for
Priests. It will be granted to those
who fulfill the conditions of going
to confession, receiving Eucharist
and praying for the pontiff’s intentions—and who attend Mass on
any of the following days: the
opening and closing days of the
Year for Priests, the 150th anniversary of the death of St. Jean
Vianney, the first Thursday of the
month, or on any other day established by the ordinaries of particular places for the good of the faithful.
Those who due to illness or
some other condition are unable
to leave their homes, may earn the
indulgence by fulfilling the three
conditions as soon as they can and
on the days concerned, pray for
the sanctification of priests and
offer their sickness and suffering to
God through Mary, Queen of the
Apostles.
Priests may earn the indulgence
on any day in which they pray

Lauds or Vespers before the
Blessed Sacrament exposed to
public adoration or in the tabernacle, and offer themselves with a
ready and generous heart for the
celebration of the sacraments, especially penance. Priests can apply
the indulgence to their deceased
brother priests.
Several Little Sisters of the Poor,
including Mother Paul Magyar, administrator of the order’s Mullen
Home for the Aged Poor, were
among those who filled the cathedral for the archdiocese’s Year for
Priests opening Mass.
“Our hopes are that our priests
will know they have the love and
support of all the people behind
them,” Mother Paul said after the
liturgy. “They have such a beautiful, holy vocation and they need a
lot of encouragement and support. That’s what we want to give to
them—our prayers and our respect.”
Cathedral
parishioners
Stephanie and Brice Buchess and
their seven children also attended
the Mass. Expressing the family’s
hopes for the special year,
Stephanie Buchess said, “It’s as the
archbishop said, to support our
priests—to pray for them to grow
in holiness so they will help us do
the same.”
As he readied to depart the
cathedral grounds for his own
parish, St. Catherine of Siena
Church in northwest Denver,
Community of the Beatitudes
Father John Gregory Cieutat
shared his goal for the special year.
“My hope is to renew my love for
Jesus,” he said. “And to renew my
joy serving him through this
priesthood ministry.”
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Corpus Christi procession takes Christ into the streets Our Lady of Perpetual Help
ON JUNE 14, the
solemnity of the Body
and Blood of Christ,
also called Corpus
Christi, Msgr. Thomas
Fryar, V.G., pastor of
the Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate
Conception, led the
faithful in a eucharistic
procession around the
block following a Mass
led by Archbishop
Charles Chaput, O.F.M.
Cap. The procession
ended with Benediction
in the Mary Garden adjacent to the cathedral.
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LOCAL artist Laura Abrahamson drew an image of Our Mother of
Perpetual Help during the June 6-7 La Piazza Italian Chalk Art event at
Larimer Square in downtown Denver. Abrahamson did the piece for the
Denver Province of the Redemptorist order. Since 1866 the order has
been charged with promoting Mary under the title Our Mother (Lady)
of Perpetual Help. The image is of a circa-12th century Byzantine icon.
The feast of Our Mother of Perpetual Help was observed on June 27.

FATHER, REMIND US THAT
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SACRIFICE NEVER TRAVELS
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defend the orphan, plead for the

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”

widow. (Isaiah 1:16-17)

303-292-9393
FREE ESTIMATES

• TREE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL
• LAWN CARE
• FIREWOOD
• DEEP ROOT WATER AND
FERTILIZATION
• INSECT-DISEASE CONTROL

SENIOR DISCOUNT
Licensed & Insured

JERSEY STREET
LIQUORS
928 Jersey St.
SERVING SAVVY BUYERS & SELLERS
THROUGHOUT THE METRO DENVER AREA

(303) 322-0121

(303) 883-2495
www.ExperienceDenver.com

Owner:Alex Pappas
Great Selection of Wine & Beer

Banquet Room
Available

Mic

s
key’

TOP SIRLOIN
70th & Broadway

Come Visit Our
New Building!!
Same Location
Featuring the same
great food & prices

Lunch & Dinner
Specials Daily.

303-426-5881

MAJOR HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING
REFRIGERATION
GEOTHERMAL
SOLAR

We’ll take care of your
AC and heating needs!
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

High Performance

Family owned & operated for 39 years

CAR WASH

(303) 755-5211
Over 60 styles of fence designs.
60 Years. Family Owned.
Call for a FREE personal presentation.

32nd Ave. & Speer Blvd.
(2 Blocks West of Federal)
Open 24 hours

CAR WASH

W. 38th Ave. at Jason St.
(West of I-25 at Jason St.)
24 Hour Coin-Operated Car Wash

303-424-1622
6285 West 48th Avenue, Denver

970-870-0983
Steamboat Springs
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Healing Service: and Mass at
St. Catherine of Siena Church,
4200 Federal Blvd., Denver.
July 4: 6:30 p.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at
Cathedral Basilica of
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. Benediction
and rosary.
July 5: 3 p.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at All
Souls Church, 4950 S. Logan
St., Englewood led by Deacon
Martin Wager.
July 16: 7 p.m.
Eucharistic Holy Hour: for vocation discernment at Little
Sisters of the Poor, 3629 W.
29th Ave., Denver. Call 303594-7420 for more information.
July 14: 7:30 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Lay Carmelites: meet every
second Saturday at Holy
Family Church, 4380 Utica St.,
Denver. Call 303-427-7931 if
interested in joining new formation.
1 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.
Sister Rosa Lombardi: will be
autographing copies of her
book, “Mary Reflections of the
Trinity,” after all weekend
Masses at Shrine of St. Anne
Church, 7555 Grant Place,
Arvada.
July 4 - 5
Nature Hike: at Abbey of St.
Walburga in Virginia Dale, CO.
Call 970-472-0612 for time and
directions.
July 8
Bazaar: at Holy Family Parish,
4380 Utica St., Denver.
Games, food, raffle and fine
entertainment. Call 303-4551664 for more information.
July 10 - 12
Prepare to Feast: on fine
Mexican and Italian food at the
annual bazaar at Our Lady of
Guadalupe Church, 1209 W.
36th Ave., Denver. Games,
rides and a raffle. Call 303477-1402 for details.
July 10 - 12
ENDOW: invites all to the
Women’s Networking Luncheon
in Cherry Creek. Cost is $40
per person. Guest speaker will
be Terry Polakovic, executive
director of ENDOW. Register
online at endowonline.com.
July 30: 11:30 a.m.
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Bulletin Board
Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired
publication date. Mail, fax, or e-mail:
Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Attention Golfers: come play in
the tournament to benefit social outreach ministries at St.
Joan of Arc Parish. Cost is
$100 which includes round of
golf and meals. Call 303-4201232 for location and registration.
July 31
Knights of Lithuania: a Catholic
fraternal organization is looking for new members. More
information online at knightsoflithuania.com.
Tee Up: for the 15th annual
golf tournament to benefit the
educational and library programs at St. Joseph Hospital.
Competition, fun and prizes for
all. Information online at sjhfdenver.org.
Aug. 31: 8 a.m.

REUNIONS
Where are you: graduates of
Cathedral class of 1959? Plans
are in motion for your 50-year
reunion this year and they
want you to attend. Call Sonja
at 303-469-4523 or
email sonjadigiacomo@hotmail.com.
Attention Cathedral Class of
1969: your 40-year reunion will
be held in September at
Knights of Columbus Hall, 1555
Grant St., Denver. Call Carole
at 303-770-6529 for registration information.
Sept. 19
Alumni: of Central Catholic class
of 1979 will hold their 30-year
reunion in August with reception and picnic. Members can
call 303-980-0359 for details
and registration.
The 1969 Class: of St. Francis
de Sales High School will mark
their 40th reunion at
Brooklyns, 2644 W. Colfax
Ave., Denver. Email
tmiller51@peoplepc.com for
more information.
Aug. 1: 5 p.m.
St. Joseph High School: invites
all alumni to participate in the
12th annual all-alumni reunion.
Mass, social hour, buffet dinner
and program. Call 303-9892845 for more information.
Aug: 16: 10 a.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
EnCourage: support group for
parents of homosexual children. Call 720-434-2638.
Vine and Branches: retreat for
those in need of emotional and
spiritual healing following
abortion. Call 303-410-1710 for
more information.
July 24 - 26
Russian Icon Workshop: to be
held at St. Dominic’s parish
hall, 2901 Grove St., Denver.
Open to all abilities, cost is
$750 which includes all materials. Call 303-238-8983 to
register.
Aug. 3 - 8
Live-in Experience: vocational
retreat to be held at the Holy
Trinity Trappist Monastery in
Huntsville, Utah. Work and
pray with the monks. There is
no charge. Call 800-221-1807
for details.
Aug. 5 - 9
Spiritual Gift Discernment: at
St. John the Baptist Church,
323 Collyer St., Longmont.
Includes group discussion and
prayer. Cost is $25. Call 303776-0737 Ext. 145.
Aug. 7: 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Aug. 8: 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Tree of Life: Franciscan miniretreat held 2nd Tuesday of
month at St. Patrick’s Mission
Church, 33rd and Pecos St.,
Denver. Call 303-4788-0408.
Aug. 11: 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Special Training: for ENDOW facilitators to be held at the JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver. Cost of event is $35.
Call 303-715-3291 for registration information.
Aug. 15
Come Hear: the Catholic perspective on the environment
and global warming at St. Malo
Retreat Center in Allenspark,
CO. Call 303-747-0201 Ext. 323
for time and directions.
Aug. 17 - 19
Beginning Experience: a
weekend at Mother Cabrini
Shrine for widowed, separated and divorced persons looking to start a new life. Call

303-255-8990 for registration
information.
Aug. 28 - 30
COURAGE: a support group for
people who have homosexual
tendencies and desire to live a
chaste Christian life. Call
Father Dan Norick, 720-4342638.

PILGRIMAGES
Guadalupe Pilgrimage: led by
Father Jeremy Paulin, OMV
this autumn. Cost is $1,795
which includes meals, transportation and sightseeing.
Call 303-292-1556 Ext. 21 for
more informattion.
Oct. 5 - 10
Tour the Holy Land: and Italy
with Father Greg Mirto as
your spiritual director. Call
303-857-6570 for cost and information.
Oct. 8 - 22
Travel with friends: from St.
Mary’s of Littleton Parish as
they journey to Spain,
Portugal and France, led by
Father Javier Nieva. Details
available by calling 720-2834733.
Oct. 2009
Join the musicians of St.
Claire: on their 9th pilgrimage
to Rome, Vatican City and
Asissi this year. Be part part
of a papal audience and Mass
in St. Peter’s Basilica. Call
303-278-4181 for all the details.
Nov. 16 - 26
Sping Tour: of Paris, Lisieux,
Versailles, Munich and
Heidelberg. See the
Oberammergau Passion Play
and more. Cost is $3,995
which covers all expences.
Call 303-674-3155 for details.
May 12 -23, 2010
Danube River Cruise: part of
seven-day excusion which includes Oberammergau Passion
Play. Led by Deacon Bill
Senger. Call 303-349-7017.
July 24 - Aug. 4, 2010
11-day Summer Pilgrimage: to
Germany and Austria. Visit
the home of Pope Benedict
XVI, see the Passion Play of
Oberammergau. More information available at 303-4550447.
May 31 - June 10, 2010
Not Too Early to Plan: for tour
late next year to Heidelberg,
Lucerne, Salzburg and Munich.
Call 800-748-2782 for details.
Autumn 2010
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