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Four Hispanic men, three foreign born, ordained as priests
BY ROXANNE KING
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It takes a global village to produce a priest.
Or so it appeared May 16 as the
many who played a part in bringing four men ordained to the
priesthood that day were acknowledged with applause by the standing-room only congregation in the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception.
Families, friends, parish and
Neocatechumenal Way community members all stood for recognition at the invitation of the ordaining prelate Archbishop Charles
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
But the most thunderous applause of the joyous, mid-morning
Mass went to the newly ordained:
Father Carlos Wilson Bello-Ayala,
who hails from Bogota, Colombia;
Father Mauricio BermudezHernandez, originally from
Puebla, Mexico; Father Jose de
Jesus Garcia-Pedreguera, a native
of Veracruz, Mexico; and Father
Joseph Toledo, the lone nativeborn American who is from
Bridgeport, Conn.
“Three of the four new priests
came
to
us
from
the
Neocatechumenal
Way,”
Archbishop Chaput told the congregation, referring to the Vatican
approved, parish-based catechumenate that strives to bring
Catholics to mature Christian
faith. “(They) were formed at
Redemptoris Mater in Denver.
This gives me and us a moment to
express our gratitude to the
Neocatechumenal Way for being a
source of (Christian) community
life and inspiration to all of us.”
The archdiocese’s Redemptoris
Mater Archdiocesan Missionary
Seminary is one of more than 70
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DEACON-SEMINARIANS prostrate themselves as the congregation
sings the Litany of Supplication, asking the saints’ intercession for
the men who were ordained to the priesthood during a Mass May 16
in the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception.

THE SAINTS: ST. BERNARDINE OF SIENA
1380 - 1444 / Feast – May 20
This renowned Italian preacher was canonized only
six years after he died. He was born near Siena and
studied at the university there. He was ordained a
Franciscan priest in 1404. From 1417 until his death
27 years later, he crisscrossed northern and central
Italy as an itinerant preacher who drew enormous
crowds by focusing on honest and penitential living
and on reverence for the holy name of Jesus which led to the spread of
this devotion. He also preached against gambling and materialism, and
turned down three requests to become a bishop.
© 2007 CNS

such seminaries across the globe.
All the vocations to Redemptoris
Mater seminaries come from
Neocatechumenal Way communities.
The fourth new priest—Father
Bermudez—received his formation at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary, which provided the academic training to all
four men, the archbishop noted as
he expressed gratitude to the seminary. Both seminaries are located
at the John Paul II Center in south
Denver.
“Every time we gather for the
celebration of the sacraments, especially one of the sacraments of
vocation … we should look back at
the wondrous things God has
done for us in our lives as
Christians,” Archbishop Chaput
said. Addressing the men, he
added, “I ask you … to wonder at
the great things God has done for
you in your salvation history, beginning with your parents, your
families, surrounded by dear
friends.
“The life in the seminary,” he
continued, “with your brothers
who have walked with you on the
way to the priesthood, and in the
ultimate context of God’s holy
Church.”
The archbishop urged the men
to model themselves after Christ,
the Good Shepherd.
“This is how the Good
Shepherd, Jesus, is described,” the
archbishop said as began reading
from Matthew’s Gospel: “‘He went
around to all the towns and villages’—he was concerned about
the needs of others, rather than
himself—‘teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good
news of the kingdom and curing

See Ordinations, Page 24
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Notre Dame, the nature
of Catholic witness, and
the issues that remain
BY MOST REV. CHARLES J. CHAPUT O.F.M. CAP.

“I have found that even among those who did not go to Notre
Dame, even among those who do not share the Catholic faith, there is
a special expectation, a special hope, for what Notre Dame can accomplish in the world.”—Rev. John Jenkins, C.S.C., May 17
Most graduation speeches are a mix of piety and optimism designed to ease students smoothly into real life. The best have
humor. Some genuinely inspire. But only a rare few manage to be
pious, optimistic, evasive, sad and damaging all at the same time.
Father John Jenkins, C.S.C., Notre Dame’s president, is a man of substantial intellect and ability. This makes his introductory comments
to President Obama’s Notre Dame commencement speech on May
17 all the more embarrassing.
Let’s remember that the debate over President Obama’s appearance at Notre Dame was never about whether he is a good or bad
man. The president is clearly a sincere and able man. By his own
words, religion has had a major influence in his life. We owe him
the respect Scripture calls us to show all public officials. We have a
duty to pray for his wisdom and for the success of his service to the
common good—insofar as it is guided by right moral reasoning.
We also have the duty to oppose him when he’s wrong on foundational issues like abortion, embryonic stem cell research and similar
matters. And we also have the duty to avoid prostituting our
Catholic identity by appeals to phony dialogue that mask an abdication of our moral witness. Notre Dame did not merely invite the
president to speak at its commencement. It also conferred an unnecessary and unearned honorary law degree on a man committed
to upholding one of the worst Supreme Court decisions in our nation’s history: Roe v.Wade.
In doing so, Notre Dame ignored the U.S. bishops’ guidance in
their 2004 statement, Catholics in Political Life. It ignored the concerns of Ambassador Mary Ann Glendon, Notre Dame’s 2009
Laetare Medal honoree—who, unlike the president, certainly did
deserve her award, but finally declined it in frustration with the university’s action. It ignored appeals from the university’s local bishop,
the president of the U.S. Catholic bishops’ conference, more than 70
other bishops, many thousands of Notre Dame alumni and hundreds of thousands of other American Catholics. Even here in
Colorado, I’ve heard from too many to count.
There was no excuse—none, except intellectual vanity—for the
university to persist in its course. And Father Jenkins compounded a
bad original decision with evasive and disingenuous explanations to
subsequently justify it.
These are hard words, but they’re deserved precisely because of
Father Jenkins’ own remarks on May 17: Until now, American
Catholics have indeed had “a special expectation, a special hope for
what Notre Dame can accomplish in the world.” For many faithful
Catholics—and not just a “small but vocal group” described with
such inexcusable disdain and ignorance in journals like Time magazine—that changed Sunday.
The May 17 events do have some fitting irony, though. Almost exactly 25 years ago, Notre Dame provided the forum for Gov. Mario
Cuomo to outline the “Catholic” case for “pro-choice” public service. At the time, Cuomo’s speech was hailed in the media as a masterpiece of American Catholic legal and moral reasoning. In retrospect, it’s clearly adroit. It’s also, just as clearly, an illogical and intellectually shabby exercise in the manufacture of excuses. Father
Jenkins’ explanations, and President Obama’s honorary degree, are a
fitting national bookend to a quarter century of softening Catholic
witness in Catholic higher education. Together, they’ve given the
next generation of Catholic leadership all the excuses they need to
baptize their personal conveniences and ignore what it really demands to be “Catholic” in the public square.
Chicago’s Cardinal Francis George has suggested that Notre Dame
“didn’t understand” what it means to be Catholic before these
events began. He’s correct, and Notre Dame is hardly alone in its institutional confusion. That’s the heart of the matter. Notre Dame’s
leadership has done a real disservice to the Church, and now seeks
to ride out the criticism by treating it as an expression of fringe
anger. But the damage remains, and Notre Dame’s critics are right.
The most vital thing faithful Catholics can do now is to insist—by
their words, actions and financial support—that institutions claiming to be “Catholic” actually live the faith with courage and consistency. If that happens, Notre Dame’s failure may yet do some unintended good.

New book reaffirms vision for countercultural
BY ROXANNE KING

While the last 40 years have
seen an overall drop in the numbers of women entering religious life, the more visibly countercultural orders seem to be
flourishing.
A new book by religious sisters, “The Foundations of
Religious Life: Revisiting the
Vision” (Ave Maria, 2009), explores why, as it looks at what
Vatican II said about consecrated life, and how that vision is
being lived out today by
American religious sisters.
Sister Prudence Allen, a
Religious Sister of Mercy of
Alma, Mich., professor of philosophy at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary in Denver
and author of the multi-volume
work “The Concept of Woman”
penned one of the chapters in
the new work, which is a project
of the Council of Major
Superiors of Women Religious.
“We wanted to write something that says, ‘This is who we
are and why we live this way,’”
Sister Allen said.
The Council of Major
Superiors of Women Religious is
a canonically approved organization founded in 1992 to promote religious life in the United
States. The council represents
superiors of more than 100 religious communities of sisters in

the active (not contemplative)
apostolate, and whose members
wear an identifiable religious
habit and have common apostolates. The organization notes
that the average age of sisters in
CMSWR orders is under 35.
The book consists of essays
written by six religious sisters
representing five different orders. The topics they address
are: religious consecration, the
spousal bond, the threefold response to the vows, communion
in community, and mission.
In addition to Sister Allen,
who wrote the chapter on community life, the authors include
Mother Agnes Mary Donovan, a
founding member of the Sisters
of Life; Sister Mary Elizabeth
Wusinich, also a Sister of Life;
Sister Paula Jean Miller, a
Franciscan Sister of the
Eucharist; Sister Mary Dominic
Pitts, a Dominican Sister of St.
Cecilia in Nashville, Tenn.; and
Sister M. Maximilia Um, a Sister
of St. Francis of the Martyr St.
George.
The introduction and conclusion were written by canon
lawyers Sister Mary Judith
O’Brien, formerly of St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary
in Denver, and Sister Mary Nika
Schaumber, both Religious
Sisters of Mercy of Alma, Mich.
“The book seeks to answer the
question of why religious insti-

BOOK COVER
tutes are needed in today’s society,” explained Sister Allen. “We
wanted to reflect on the essential components of religious life,
the meaning of our life, the reality of the spousal bond, the necessity of the vows to live out
this life, the call to be witness of
the communion in the church,
and the mission that springs
from this communion.
“We’re hoping everyone will
read it and love it,” she added
with a gentle laugh.
Other religious sisters of the
Denver Archdiocese who belong
to the Council of Major

Building Catholic culture: schools, Respect
BY JOHN GLEASON

Providing quality academics
informed by the Catholic faith
and fostering a culture of life
through information and awareness are two of the nearly 40 archdiocesan ministries which benefit from the Archbishop’s Catholic
Appeal.
The Catholic Schools and the
Respect Life offices of the Denver
Archdiocese are both committed
to education.
The Catholic Schools Office
oversees the programs necessary
to pastors and principals for carrying out the ministry of Catholic
education. A particular emphasis
is placed on faith formation in
each school by cultivation of love
for Jesus Christ, fidelity to his
Church, commitment to the dignity of the human person, service
to others and evangelization.

Superintendent of Schools
Richard Thompson said funds
from the Archbishop’s Catholic
Appeal are vital.
“It basically funds our office
and expenses,” he said. “Our office serves 39 elementary
schools with 10,000 students
and 1,000 teachers at schools
reaching from Sterling to
Glenwood Springs; everything
from suburban, rural and inner
city. It’s a real mix.”
The Office of Catholic Schools
offers support, leadership and
recommendations that knit the
parochial school community together while also helping the
schools to maintain, nurture
and cultivate their individual
identity.
“We oversee the accreditation
process and financial analysis,”
Thompson said. “At the same
time, we convey archdiocesan

policies that help provide safety,
personnel and legal guidelines
for the schools.”
Catholic schools are in the
same economic situation as is
the rest of the country.
“The Catholic school system is
facing the same thing that
everyone from Microsoft to the
Salvation Army is facing,”
Thompson said. “You see
General Motors closing dealerships, Chrysler declaring bankruptcy. This downturn affects all
of education across the United
States, which is why our office
strives to be good stewards of
our limited resources.”
People value Catholic education and continue to turn to the
largest private school system in
the state. Therefore, Thompson
said he hopes the faithful will
continue to open their hearts
and support the ACA campaign.
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religious life of women
BOOK SIGNING
Who: Sister Prudence Allen,
R.S.M., contributing author to
“The Foundations of Religious
Life” (Ave Maria, 2009)
What: Books will be available
for purchase from Gerkens
($18.95).
When: 5 p.m.-7 p.m. Cardinal
Stafford Library, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver.
For information: Call 303-7153146
Includes: A short talk by Sister
Allen. Sisters of the CMSWR
will be available. Refreshments
provided.

Superiors of Women Religious,
joined Sister Allen’s interview
with the Denver Catholic
Register to express their enthusiasm for the book.
“We want to put religious life
in front of young women today,”
said Mother Paul Magyar, superior of the Little Sisters of the
Poor operating Mullen Home for
the Aged in Denver. The Little
Sisters offer ongoing opportunities for women to spend time at
the home and interact with the
sisters and the residents.
“We have three visiting us
now,” noted Mother Paul.
Missionaries of Charity Sister

Sharon, of Denver’s Gift of Mary
Homeless Shelter for women,
said her experience visiting one
of Blessed Mother Teresa’s
homes in New York confirmed
her call to religious life.
“I wanted community, prayer
life and an apostolate to help
people,” she recalled.
Young women want to be
challenged to live the religious
life,
asserted
Nashville
Dominican
Sister
Mary
Gertrude, principal of St.
Vincent de Paul School in
Denver.
The
Nashville
Dominicans are among the orders experiencing the greatest
success attracting new vocations, according to news reports.
“It’s very much a radical call to
live and give yourself completely to Christ,” Sister Mary
Gertrude said. “There is a real
identify to who we are and what
we are about.”
Sister Carla, of the Carmelite
Sisters of the Most Sacred Heart
of Los Angeles who teach at Sts.
Peter and Paul School in Wheat
Ridge, said the orders collaborate together in fostering vocations.
“We are promoting vocations
not necessarily to our own
order, but we pass them along to
others,” she said. “We are in
God’s work of promoting vocations.”
Mother Paul said the book will

affirm existing vocations as well.
“This is going to be such an
encouragement for the religious
who live and work in this council,” she said. “I think it will help
to strengthen the religious vocation that is already there. We are
faithful and happy in our vocation. It’s a renewal for a sister
who picks it up.”
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., is among those recommending the book, which
was released just last week.
“At exactly the right moment,
this marvelous new book on religious life, written by women
from five different and thriving
religious communities, offers a
vision of the religious vocation
for today—and into the future—
that is fresh, authentic, compelling and true,” he said.
Syndicated columnist George
Weigel, author of “Witness to
Hope: The Biography of Pope
John Paul II” and a host of other
works, concurred.
“Mind-opening,” he declared,
“challenging and essential reading for all those, whatever their
vocation, who take seriously the
universal call to holiness.”
Philosopher-author Alice von
Hildebrand, widow of theologian Dietrich von Hildebrand,
also recognized the universal
appeal of the work.
“Though living a different
calling, married people would
greatly benefit by reading this
book,” she said. “It is a clarion
call for them to re-discover the
beauty of their own vocation.”

Life ministries funded by ACA
“In my opinion, someone
contributing to the ACA is, in
essence, investing in the entire
community of our Catholic
schools,” Thompson said. “It’s a
broad reach for the investment
dollar.”
The Respect Life Office acts on
behalf of the Church in reaffirming that human life is a gift of
God to be protected from the
moment of conception to natural death. Through information
and education, outreach and
public policy formulation and
awareness, the office seeks to
build a culture of life, said director Mimi Eckstein.
“Because of ACA funding, our
ministry runs successful programs and participates in events
that have an impact on a state
and federal level,” she said. “Last
year we participated in the national postcard campaign. More

ARCHBISHOP’S
CATHOLIC APPEAL
For more information, visit
online at archden.org, click on
“Offices” then on the
“Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal”
link or call 303-715-3111.

than 33 million cards were sent to
Congress urging the defeat of the
Freedom of Choice Act, which
would have allowed abortion to
become an entitlement. The
Archdiocese of Denver sent
300,000 postcards in English to
the two Colorado senators and
appropriate congressional representatives and another 90,000 in
Spanish. The campaign has
made a difference in Washington
as the bills were referred to committee without further action.”

YEAR OF ST. PAUL
FATHER

ANDREAS HOCK, S.S.D.

Paul and the human nature
As the jubilee Year of St. Paul draws to a close (on June 29), let us
come back one more time to the writings and teaching of this great
Apostle of the Nations. A salient
feature of his epistles is his varMASS TO CONCLUDE
iegated language dealing with
the human nature: the body,
YEAR OF ST. PAUL
the soul and its spirituality and
When: 6:30 p.m. June 28
even psychology. In fact, seven
terms are characteristic and fre- Where: Cathedral Basilica of the
quently used: the “heart”
Immaculate Conception, 1530
(Greek kardía); the “reason” or
Logan St., Denver
rather the “mind” (noús); the
Who: All are invited
“conscience” (syneídesis); the
“body” (sóma); the “flesh”
(sárx); the “soul” (psyché); and the “spirit” (pneúma). Without commenting on the first three which are sufficiently clear, the other four
can be divided into two groups—the body and the flesh, and the soul
and the spirit—that constitute the outward and the inward person.

Body
Let us begin by studying the notion of the “body.” For Paul the
two essential conditions for the body are the diversity of the organs
and the unity of the vital principle. Out of 89 cases the word body is
used 66 times in the sense of a human body (cf. Rom 6:6; Col 2:2),
and 15 times it designates figuratively the mystical body of Christ (cf.
Eph 1:22f; 2:16; Col 1:18).

Flesh
Complementary to the above is the notion of the “flesh.”
According to Paul, the “flesh” is imperfect if compared to the spirit; it
is weak and powerless in contrast to supernatural blessings, and it is
bad as soon as it opposes the action of the Holy Spirit. The Apostle
uses the term 91 times with three principal shades of meaning:
“flesh” as animated matter (2 Cor 4:11; Gal 2:20); the “flesh” is the
human nature with an accessory idea of weakness in tacit opposition
to something superior to nature (cf. Rom 3:20; 1 Cor 1:29; Eph 6:12);
and the “flesh” is human nature vitiated by sin and infected with
concupiscence. The bad sense, instead of being simply physical as in
the preceding case, here becomes moral: the “flesh” is no longer
merely the weak, failing, material, terrestrial, human part; it has a relation—either of origin, or tendency, or affinity—with sin (cf. Rom 78; Gal 5; 2 Cor 10:2; Eph 2:3; Col 2:18). Often the “flesh” is personified:
it has desires, projects and a will in antagonism of the Holy Spirit.

Soul

Other projects the Respect Life
Office is a part of are the upcoming establishment of a Gabriel
House, which will minister to
pregnant mothers in need, as well

See ACA, Page 17
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With this issue, the Denver Catholic Register begins its bi-weekly summer schedule. The next issue of the
Register will be published on June 3.

The inward human being is illustrated by the notion of the “soul.”
The “soul” (the Latin anima derives from the Greek ánemos “wind,”
whereas the Hebrew néfésh stems from “breathing, blowing”) is
properly the vital breath, the sign of life, and, by connotation, life itself. Paul employs this word only 13 times and gives it four meanings: individual life distinct from life in general (cf. Rom 11:3; 16:4;
Phil 2:30; 1 Thes 2:8; 2); the subject of life, that is, the human person
(cf. Rom 2:9; 13:1; 1 Cor 15:45); the soul itself as distinct from the
body (cf. 2 Cor 1:23; 12:15; Eph 6:6; Col 3:23; Phil 1:27); and the
“soul” as the principle of the sentient life (cf. 1 Thes 5:23). In this final
sense, the “soul” is distinguished from the spirit, as the vital principle is distinguished form the reason. For the Apostle, the soul is the
seat of natural life without being quickened and enlivened yet by
the Holy Spirit in supernatural life.

Spirit
Finally, let us look at the notion of the “spirit.” The different shades
of signification in Pauline literature can be reduced to three: the spirit
as the thinking principle in a person, including thoughts, sentiments
and mentality (cf. 1 Cor 2:11; 7:34); the activity of the Holy Spirit in us
(cf. 1 Cor 14:2; Gal 4:18; 2 Tim 4:22); and the person of the Holy Spirit,
who is the Spirit of God and the Spirit of Christ (cf. 2 Cor 6:6).
Not only did the teaching of the Apostle of the Gentiles regarding
the human nature deeply influence the thought of the Catholic
Church, but it also inspires us today to be conscious of our strengths
and weaknesses as members of the Body of Christ and temples of
the Holy Spirit in the dramatic conflict between sin and holiness in
the world.
Father Andreas Hock, S.S.D., is chair of sacred Scripture at St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary in Denver.
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Pope closes Holy Land trip with appeal for peace, message of hope
BY JOHN THAVIS

JERUSALEM
(CNS)—Pope
Benedict XVI closed his Holy
Land pilgrimage by delivering a
plea for peace and a message of
Christian hope.
In Jerusalem at the Church of
the Holy Sepulcher May 15, the
pope prayed at what Christians
believe is the place of Jesus’
death, burial and resurrection. In
a talk, he returned to a key theme
of his eight-day visit to the region:
that the Church can bring healing

to a land torn by conflict and mistrust.
Christ’s empty tomb “speaks to
us of hope,” he said.
“The Gospel reassures us that
God can make all things new, that
history need not be repeated,
that memories can be healed,
that the bitter fruits of recrimination and hostility can be overcome, and that a future of justice,
peace, prosperity and cooperation can arise for every man and
woman,” he said.
At an ecumenical encounter in

CNS PHOTO/YANNIS BEHRAKIS, REUTERS

POPE BENEDICT prays May 15 inside the Church of the Holy Sepulcher
at the spot which marks the place Jesus was crucified at Golgatha.
the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate “two-state solution” should beheadquarters the same morning, come a reality and not just remain
the pope pointed to the future, a dream.
The pope’s pilgrimage began
calling on Christians of the Holy
Land to educate a new generation May 8 in Jordan, where he visited
of “well-formed and committed the place of Christ’s baptism in the
Christians” who can help shape Jordan River, and later took him to
Jerusalem; Bethlehem, West Bank;
the life of society.
The 82-year-old pontiff left and the northern Israeli city of
Israel for Rome later in the day. At a Nazareth.
Arriving in Israel May 11, he
Tel Aviv departure ceremony he
declared himself a friend of both condemned anti-Semitism and
Israelis and Palestinians and urged honored the memory of the 6 milthem to “break the vicious circle of lion Jewish victims of the
Holocaust, praying that “humanity
violence.”
The pope repeated his call for an will never again witness a crime of
independent Palestinian state and such magnitude.”
In a visit to the Yad Vashem
security for Israel, adding that the

Holocaust
memorial,
Pope
Benedict met with six Holocaust
survivors and prayed silently before the eternal flame in the Hall of
Remembrance. He said the suffering of Jews under the Nazi extermination campaign must “never be
denied, belittled or forgotten.”
On May 12, the pope celebrated
an open-air Mass in Jerusalem,
prayed at the Western Wall and visited one of Islam’s most sacred
shrines. The events underscored
his message that Jerusalem, a
meeting ground for Christianity,
Judaism and Islam, must again become a city of peace.
At the Dome of the Rock, sacred
to Muslims as the place from
which Mohammed ascended to
heaven, he told Islamic leaders
that Christians, Muslims and Jews
have a “grave responsibility” to expand dialogue and mend divisions.
He then went to the Western
Wall, a site sacred to Jews as the remains of the Second Temple, and
placed a written prayer in a crevice
between the massive stones. It
asked God to “hear the cry of the
afflicted” and “send your peace
upon this Holy Land.”
In the evening, the pope celebrated Mass for several thousand
people in the Josafat Valley beneath the Mount of Olives and
called for Jerusalem to regain its
vocation as a “promise of that
universal reconciliation and
peace” against the “despair, frustration and cynicism” that afflict
the city today.
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Visiting the West Bank city of
Bethlehem May 13, Pope Benedict
reiterated support for Palestinian
statehood and urged young people
to reject acts of violence and terrorism.
He celebrated Mass in the city of
Christ’s birth and encouraged
Christians to be a “bridge of dialogue” and help build “a culture of
peace to replace the present stalemate of fear, aggression and frustration.”
To reach Bethlehem, the pope
crossed the border from Israel
through a gate in the most striking
feature on the landscape: Israel’s
26-foot-tall concrete security wall.
Speaking at the Aida Refugee
Camp later in the day, he said it
was “tragic” to see new walls being
erected, and he later called the wall
one of the “saddest sights” on his
pilgrimage.
In Nazareth, where Jesus grew
up, the pope celebrated Mass for
40,000 people and appealed for the
strengthening of family bonds in
the region and the world.
Before leaving Nazareth, the
pope led a prayer service for
Catholics in the Basilica of the
Annunciation. He said that, with
the appearance of the angel to
Mary announcing that she would
bear Jesus, God entered into
human history and changed the
world.
The pope began his eight-day
trip May 8 in Jordan, where he
walked a pilgrim’s path, energizing
its minority Christian population
and building bridges to the moder-

ate Muslim world. Arriving at
Amman’s airport, he expressed his
“deep respect” for the Muslim
community. It was Pope Benedict’s
first trip to an Arab country.
The pope paid tribute to interfaith dialogues launched by
Jordanian leaders, saying they
have advanced an “alliance of civilizations between the West and the
Muslim world, confounding the
predictions of those who consider
violence and conflict inevitable.”
The following day, the pope visited the King Hussein Mosque in
Amman, pausing briefly in what
the Vatican called “respectful meditation” in a Muslim place of
prayer.
The pope also traveled that day
to Mount Nebo, the place where
Moses glimpsed the Promised
Land before dying, and blessed the
foundation of Jordan’s first
Catholic university in the biblical
city of Madaba.
Celebrating Mass May 10 in an
Amman soccer stadium for some
25,000 people, the pope said
Christians in the Holy Land have a
special vocation to engage in dialogue and build new bridges to
other religions and cultures, and to
“counter ways of thinking which
justify taking innocent lives.”
Later in the day the pope made
his way to the Jordan River, where
archaeologists believe they have
identified the site of Jesus’ baptism
by St. John the Baptist. He blessed
the foundation stones of two
Catholic churches to be built at the
location.

Polls find more Americans call themselves ‘pro-life’ than ‘pro-choice’
WASHINGTON (CNS)—Less
than four months into President
Barack Obama’s term, opinion
polls are finding that Americans
are taking a dramatic turn toward greater opposition to abortion. A poll conducted May 7-10
as part of the annual Gallup
Values and Beliefs survey found
that a majority of Americans (51
percent) described themselves
as “pro-life” with respect to the
abortion issue, while only 42
percent said they were “prochoice.” The results were made
public May 15. It marked the
first time since Gallup began
asking the question in 1995 that

“I am the
vine, you
are the
branches.
He who
abides in
me, and I in
him, he it is
that bears
much fruit,
for apart
from me
you can do
nothing.”
John 15:5

CNS PHOTO/LESLIE E. KOSSOFF

PRO-LIFE supporters carry a
banner in the annual March for
Life in Washington Jan. 22.

more respondents said they
were pro-life than pro-choice,
and was a shift of 7-8 percentage
points from a year earlier, when
50 percent said they were prochoice and 44 percent said they
were pro-life. Obama is a strong
supporter of keeping abortion
legal. Some groups that promote
abortion
have
said
his
November 2008 election was a
mandate to expand access to
and federal funding of abortion.
A separate Gallup Poll Daily survey conducted May 12-13 found
that 50 percent of Americans described themselves as pro-life
and 43 percent as pro-choice.
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ASK AN APOLOGIST

Q: SOME CHRISTIANS BELIEVE THAT JESUS
HAD BLOOD BROTHERS AND SISTERS.
DID MARY HAVE OTHER CHILDREN?
A: There existed a real kinship
between Jesus and his “brothers and sisters.” But as
“brethren,” or “brothers and sisters,” in scriptural use is often
extended to all near and distant
relatives the word furnishes no
certain indication of the exact
nature of the relationship.
Some ancient heretics
(Helvidius, Antidicomarianites)
maintained that the “brethren”
of Jesus were his uterine siblings, children of Joseph and
Mary. This opinion has been revived in modern times. The
Latin Fathers hold that they
were the Lord’s cousins. That
they were not the sons and
daughters of Joseph and Mary
is proved, among others, by the
following reasons, leaving out of

consideration the great antiquity of the belief in the perpetual
virginity of Mary.
First, it is highly significant that
throughout the New Testament
Mary appears as the Mother of
Jesus and of Jesus alone. This is
the more remarkable as she is repeatedly mentioned in connection
with her supposed sons, and it
would have been quite natural to
call them her sons (cf. Mt 12:46;
Mk 3:31; Lk 8:19; Acts 1:14).
Second, at his death Jesus recommended his Mother to John.
Is not his solicitude for her in
his dying hour a sign that she
would be left with no one whose
duty it would be to care for her?
And why recommend her to an

See Apologist, Page 8

THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

Exiles on the way home
BY GEORGE WEIGEL

He was an amazingly prolific
writer, but the late Father Richard
John Neuhaus was also finicky
about writing. He would personally review the galleys of each
issue of First Things, the journal
he founded, which was one reason the magazine was a pleasure
to read: it was edited, and re-edited, and then edited again. But
Richard was particularly finicky
about his books. Last August, in
what turned out to have been the
last of our 22 summer vacations
together, he sat in his cottage on
the Ottawa River and, pounding
away
on
his
beloved
MacBookPro, edited, and reworked, and then re-edited the
book that is now his posthumous
literary valedictory—“American
Babylon: Notes of a Christian
Exile” (Basic Books).
“American Babylon” is vintage
Neuhaus, in several senses of the
term. It deepens themes Richard
had been exploring since “Time
Toward Home” (1975) and “The
Naked Public Square” (1984), especially the continually vexed
question of Church-and-state. It
includes perhaps his most developed reflection on the importance of living Judaism for
Christianity. It takes up the cudgels in defense of life and sharply
critiques the “immortality project” with which some scientists
are obsessed.
There is a notable chapter on
Richard Rorty, one of the most influential
of
contemporary
American philosophers, whose

ultimate place. Indeed, the name
for the kind of politics that takes
politics with ultimate seriousness
pragmatic case for democracy is “totalitarianism.” It killed severNeuhaus found perilously thin. al hundred million people in the
And there is the final version of a 20th century.
In some respects, American
famous lecture to which
Babylon is a darker
Richard gave the delibbook than The Naked
erately provocative title,
Public Square—which
“Can an Atheist Be a
is understandable beGood
Citizen?”
cause the times are
(Answer: Yes, but only
darker, or at the very
accidentally.)
least quite different.
Above all, and tying it
Jihadism is a murkier
all together, is Richard
external threat than
Neuhaus’s
profound
communism.
PostG
E
O
R
G
E
W
E
I
G
E
L
conviction that this glomodernism, in which
riously messy, often
maddening, sometimes exhila- there’s your truth and my truth
rating business we call “living but nothing properly describhere and now” is time spent on able as “the” truth, makes for a
the way to Somewhere Else— slippery public square in which
“time toward home,” as he called it’s hard to get intellectual tracit in that earlier book, time to- tion. Whatever else the democward the New Jerusalem, time to- ratization of discussion and
ward life within the light and love opinion has done (via the
of the Holy Trinity. Richard Internet, talk radio, 24/7 cable
Neuhaus loved this life, as he news, etc.), it’s also dumbed
loved New York City and as he things down, to the point where
loved America. Yet, above those the ability to craft the telling
loves and giving those loves sound-bite is mistaken for politmeaning was his love of Christ ical wisdom. In his last year, RJN
and Christ’s Church. For RJN was knew that the project to which
a radically converted Christian he had given over 40 years of his
disciple who believed with the life—the creation of a “religiousauthor of the Letter to the ly informed public philosophy
Hebrews that “here we have no for the American experiment in
lasting city,” because everything ordered liberty”—was in serious
about this city, about life here and trouble.
But he was a warrior, and a
now, is directed toward “the city
happy
one at that. And he kept
which is to come” (Heb 13:14).
fighting
until the end. “American
Now, as Richard often pointed
Babylon”
is the last intellectual
out, it was precisely that loyalty to
“the city which is to come” that testament of a Christian soldier,
makes serious Christians good always moving onward toward
citizens of a democracy—or at his true home, the New
least good citizens of a democra- Jerusalem.
cy that does not divinize itself. By
reminding democratic citizens
that democratic citizenship is
penultimate—for our ultimate
citizenship is in the City of the
Living God—Christians can give
politics its due while helping
keep politics in its place. Which is
an important place, but not the

George Weigel is Distinguished
Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public
Policy
Center
in
Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column
is distributed by the Denver
Catholic Register, the official
newspaper of the Archdiocese of
Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.
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BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Ascension Sunday: May 24
Scripture readings:
Acts 1:1-11
Psalm 47:2-9
Ephesians 1:17-23
Mark 16:15-20
Overview: In both the Gospel
and Acts, Luke tells the story of the
Ascension, first in Luke 24:50 and
then in Acts 1. In the first reading
for this Sunday, Luke elaborates
the significance of the Ascension
by orienting it toward the future.
Before ascending to his heavenly
throne “amid shouts of joy and
trumpet blasts” (Psalm) the Lord
commissioned the Apostles and
appointed them to be his witnesses “to the ends of the earth.” In the
second reading Paul prays that the
“eyes of your hearts may be enlightened” so they might know
what is the hope that belongs to
them. Such hope is grounded in
the fact that Christ reigns in heaven, “far above every principality,
authority, power and dominion.”
By virtue of his ascension, all earthly powers have become subordinate to Christ. Consequently, those
who belong to Christ have hope
because their minds are set on the
things that are above, “where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of
God” (Col 3:1-2). In the Gospel

reading, Jesus tells the Apostles to
“proclaim the Gospel to every
creature.” The primary mission of
the Church is evangelization.
“Driven by the inner necessity of
her own catholicity, and obeying
the mandate of her Founder,”
Vatican II said, “the Church strives
ever to proclaim the Gospel to all
men” (“Ad Gentes” 1).
Key verse: “May the eyes of your
hearts be enlightened, that you
may know what is the hope that
belongs to his call is” (Eph 17:18).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “Left to its own natural
powers humanity does not have
access to the ‘Father’s house,’ to
God’s life and happiness. Only
Christ can open to man such access that we, his members, might
have confidence that we too shall
go where he, our head and our
source, has preceded us” (No.
661).
Pope Benedict XVI: “Faith and
understanding help us to see a
horizon beyond our own selves in
order to imagine life as God does.
God’s unconditional love, which
gives life to every human individual, points to a meaning and purpose for all human life. It is
through the cross that Jesus in
fact draws us into eternal life, and
in so doing indicates to us the
way ahead—the way of hope
which guides every step we take
along the way, so that we too become bearers of that hope and
charity for others” (Address given
at the Regina Pacis Center,
Amman, Jordon, May 8).

THE CATEQUIZ’EM
The nickname
Jake (or Jacobin,
Giacomo) would best
fit which Apostle?
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
As well as a flu virus, Mexico was
hit this year by an earthquake.
This quiz looks at shakes, quakes
and clambakes
1. The snake in Genesis is generally referred to by this more refined
moniker:

moral guidelines could be referred
to as this, unless he turned over a
new leaf:
a. Wake;
b. Bake;
c. Rake.
5. Generally associated with
Ireland, this is a party given at the
end of funeral rites to honor the
dead:
a. Wake;
b. Bake;
c. Rake.
6. If one of the men imprisoned in
Egypt with Joseph “buttled”—
what did the other one do?
a. Slaked;
b. Baked;

a. Amphibian;

c. Draked.

b. Serpent;

7. This food was provided in the
desert to the wandering Israelites
in the form of a flake:

c. Salamander.
2. Without a shaker in sight, this
man’s wife increased the supply
of sodium chloride:

a. Nastrum;

a. Lot;

c. Shewbread.

b. Noah;

8. This Protestant group, which
viewed even the Church of
England as too Catholic, was big
in Pennsylvania:

c. Job.
3. The nickname Jake (or Jacobin,
Giacomo) would best fit which
Apostle?

b. Manna;

a. Quakers;

a. Mark;

b. Hakers;

b. James;

c. Lakers.

c. Judas.
4. In centuries past a person who
refused to follow the Church’s

ANSWERS: 1.b, 2.a, 3.b, 4.c, 5.a,
6.b, 7.b, 8.a

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD

BRIEF
Community of
consecrated
women to observe
10th anniversary
The public is invited to join the
Marian
Community
of
Reconciliation, a community of
consecrated lay women known as
“the fraternas,” as they mark 10
years of apostolic mission in the
Archdiocese of Denver with a
thanksgiving Mass at 7 p.m. June
12 celebrated by Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
The Marian Community of
Reconciliation is a public association of the faithful founded 16
years ago by Luis Fernando Figari,
initiator of the Christian Life
Movement. It is the third of the
spiritual groups established by
Figari, who began with an apostolic society for consecrated laymen and priests in 1971.
Members
of
the
Marian
Community of Reconciliation are
consecrated laywomen who
promise obedience, celibacy and
sharing of goods. They work in a
wide variety of occupations and
are committed to the new evangelization.
Mass will be celebrated in the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St. in Denver.
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Cavins’ workshop on Holy Land terrain
to bring Bible to life at conference
“Israel is a land bridge that
connects Europe and Africa,” he
said. “On that land, there is a
major highway. Whoever controls that highway controls
world
influence—including
trade and religion.”
BY JULIE FILBY
That is one reason news from
the Middle East continues to
Similar to how props on a
make headlines nearly every
Broadway stage bring a producday—and a motive for Pope
tion to life, understanding the
Benedict’s recent pilgrimage to
geography of the Holy Land—or
the Holy Land.
the “stage” where the stories
“There is still something
took place—brings the Bible to
about that land that people
life.
want,” Cavins said.
“Geography of the
Historically ponBible” is one of more
tiffs’
visits
have
than 20 workshops to
helped bring change
be presented at the
and healing to the tufourth
annual
multuous area. The
National
Catholic
pope’s voice is a voice
Bible Conference June
of peace, or a bridge,
26-27 in Denver.
conveying the pres“God uses geograence of God in the rephy—rivers, valleys,
JEFF CAVINS
gion. The word “ponmountains
and
tiff” originally meant
cities—to tell his
“bridge.”
story,” said renowned speaker
“I come, like so many others
and author Jeff Cavins, presenbefore me, to pray at the holy
ter of the workshop. “Often the
places, to pray especially for
geographical location is key to
peace—peace here in the Holy
the story.”
Land, and peace throughout the
The stage where God chose to
world,” Pope Benedict told leadreveal himself, Israel, is not very
ers
during
his
trip.
big. It is only 50 miles wide and
“Unfortunately for decades
150 miles long. Cavins explained
peace has tragically eluded the
that one reason this small strip
inhabitants of this holy land.”
of land is so fascinating is beIn addition to the geography
cause four ecological zones conworkshop, Cavins will give two
verge there.
other presentations.
“It’s an amazing country,” he
“What Ticks You Off and How
said. “You can go sledding in
to Deal With It” will focus on the
Jerusalem—and from the snow
book of James. Cavins will adon the Mount of Olives you can
dress inner conflict and how to
look east and see the desert by
keep people, places and things
the Dead Sea, where it’s 80 dein proper relationship to God.
grees.”
“How Love Acts” is his keynote
During the workshop Cavins
presentation that will speak to
will explain maps, describe the
the two worlds people often
diversity of the land, discuss reface: the ideal world and the real
peating themes in the Bible and
world. Cavins will discuss how
address the question: Why did
to embrace both by applying the
God chose that particular land?

National Catholic
Bible Conference
set June 26-27

NATIONAL CATHOLIC
BIBLE CONFERENCE
When: June 26-27
Where: St. Thomas More
Catholic Parish, 8035 S.
Quebec St., Centennial
Information/registration:
CatholicBibleConference.com
or 1-888-842-2853
Discounts: available for
priests, religious, seminarians,
groups of five or more, and
those registering by May 1

secret St. Paul spoke of when he
said: “I can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me”
(Phil 4:13).
This year’s conference, sponsored by the Augustine Institute,
Ascension Press and the Denver
Catholic Biblical School, will
begin with Mass and a keynote
address by Archbishop Charles
J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. This will
be followed by two days of presentations from 10 of the country’s most gifted Biblical scholars including Sarah Christmyer,
Tim Gray, Mary Healy, Deb
Holiday, Curtis Martin, Brant
Pitre, Thomas Smith, Edward Sri
and Peter Williamson.
“Whether you’ve never studied the Bible before or you have
a Ph.D., there will be something
for you at this conference,”
Cavins said.
With 550 already registered,
the conference is expected to
reach its capacity of 900. It will
be held at St. Thomas More
Parish at 8035 S. Quebec St. in
Centennial. For more information or to register, visit
CatholicBibleConference.com
or call 888-842-2853. Group discounts and scholarships are
available.

Apologist
From Page 6
outsider if she had other sons or
daughters?
The decisive proof, however, is that
the father and mother of at least
two of these “brethren” are known
to us: James and Joseph, or Joses,
are the sons of Alpheus, or Clopas,
and of Mary, the sister of Mary the
Mother of Jesus, and all agree that
if these are not brothers of the Lord,
the others are not.

This week’s apologist is Father
Andreas Hock, S.S.D., who is chair
of sacred Scripture at St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary in
Denver. Send your question for Ask
an Apologist to:
editor@archden.org.
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Drawing an inspirational message
at Catholic Animation Camp
Film school aims
to train Catholic
cinematic artists
BY JOHN GLEASON

Attention all budding animators—or at least those desiring
to get into the animated film industry—the Catholic Film
School is now taking reservations for its summer animation
camp sessions.
The school and the camp are
operated by Holy Souls Media, a
nonprofit company founded by
Steve Baker, a Denver native
who fell in love with computer
animation after seeing the 1977
“Star Wars” film as a teenager.
Baker said animation has no
boundaries and that both the
school and camp equip animators to tell their story. And you
don’t have to be well-versed in
computer animation to attend
the camp.
“We have two sessions, each
running for a week,” Baker said.
“Students learn how to model,
texture, light and animate in the
computer.”
The school offers more advanced classes for those who are
interested in further training.
The Catholic Film School offers
a 12-month training in Autodesk
Softimage under the supervi-

CATHOLIC
ANIMATION
CAMP
When: Session I, June 8-12;
Session II, June 15-19
Where: Regis University, 3333
Regis Blvd.
Cost: $500, includes software
and use of computers
Register: Call 303-358-1108
or visit online at hsmedia.org

sion of certified instructors.
The school’s mission is to educate and train the next generation of Catholic cinematic
artists.
“We’re here to help artists
learn the software and produce
a message that inspires a culture
of life,” Baker said. “That’s our
purpose.”
Instructors work with students on a movie project that inspires a culture of life and is
based on sound Catholic theology. Skills learned with the program can be applied in many
areas such as digital video, computer animation, game design,
film and Web media.
During camp, students get to
work with an optical motion
capture suit—a one-color body
suit covered with markers that
distinguish arms, legs, shoul-

ders, the head, etc. The person
wearing the suit is filmed, the
recording is placed on a computer and the animator uses the
markers as reference points in
designing an animated character. Baker said it’s perfect for
cartoon creation, but has other
applications as well.
“It’s a foundation to move
onto many aspects of film work;
anything from film to computer
graphics or gaming,” he said.
The parent company, Holy
Souls Media, was founded in
2005 for the purpose of catechizing and educating children
in the Catholic faith and to create media for those purposes.
“The Church keeps asking us to
create media but we need the
people who can actually make it
happen,” Baker said. “I’ve been
doing this for the last decade and
have discovered there’s a vacuum
of trained animators interested in
spreading the good news.
“We’d like to create a community of people who could celebrate and share their faith in the
midst of trying to do their vocation.”
The animation camp will hold
two sessions at Regis University:
the first is June 8-12, the second
is June 15-19. Cost for the weeklong class is $500. Registration
forms can be found online at:
hsmedia.org. Other information
is available by calling 303-3581108.
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Youths invited to experience lifechanging Steubenville conference
BY JOHN GLEASON

A dynamic, faith-enriching
weekend that strives to deepen
one’s relationship with Christ is
planned
for
this
year’s
Steubenville of the Rockies conference, organizers said.
The popular event is at a new
venue this year to accommodate
a bigger crowd. Registration is
currently under way.
Steubenville of the Rockies
will be held July 17-19 at the
Colorado Convention Center.
More than 2,100 youths took
part in the event last year which,
according to Chris Stefanick, director of the archdiocese’s
Youth, Young Adult and Campus
Ministry Office, is the reason for
the move to larger facilities.
“Last year we had hundreds
on the waiting list,” Stefanick
said. “We simply didn’t fit at the
convention hotel anymore.
Now because of the economy,
we run the chance of seeing the
same number of people as last

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

YOUTHS enjoy praise and worship at Steubenville of the Rockies in
this file photo from 2007.
year, but the new venue gives us
the potential to grow even
more.”
Stefanick said that in past
years groups have come from all
over the United States and
Canada. One of the most frequent comments he hears from
the young people is what a powerful, life-changing weekend the
conference is.
“I think one scene that speaks
the loudest about the success of
the conference is the sight of
nearly 1,500 kids lined up to go
to confession,” he said. “That is
a powerful statement.”
Theme for this year’s event is
“Above All,” which is taken from

the scriptural verse: “Yours, O
Lord, is the greatness, and the
power, and the glory, and the
victory, and the majesty. For all
that is in the heavens and in the
earth is yours; yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all” (1Chr
29:11).
Now in its 12th year,
Steubenville of the Rockies is
designed to challenge Catholic
youths to get to know God as a
living presence in their lives and
to be empowered to rise above
all challenges to be his witnesses
in the world.

See Steubenville, Page 13
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THE GOOD NEWS ON YOUTH

An honorary doctorate in hypocrisy
BY CHRISTOPHER STEFANICK

There is a difference between
hypocrisy and a failure to live according to one’s ideals. Hypocrisy
is pretending to live up to standards that you are not, or have no
intention of meeting. Failure, on
the other hand, is striving for but
not
meeting
your
standards. Oftentimes, I am a failure. I speak about the saints and I
know how to become one, yet I am
not one. But I am no hypocrite.
I’m just a failure who is undeservedly happy because he is loved
and blessed by God despite himself.
Throughout the New
Testament, Jesus was gentle with
failures like me. Hypocrisy, he
couldn’t stand.
The most pro-choice president
in American history being honored by the most renowned
Catholic university in America is
not a failure; it is a lesson, par excellence, in hypocrisy. On May 17,
President Barack Obama will give
the commencement address and
receive an honorary law degree

from Notre Dame. The president
of the university and the president
of the United States claim this will
strengthen the spirit of dialogue
between the administration and
the Catholic Church in America.
In response to the recent uproar
by Catholics—including dozens of
bishops—over the Catholic honors about to be heaped on
President Obama, a White House
spokeswoman said, “He does not
govern with the expectation that
everyone sees eye-to-eye with him
on every position, and the spirit of
debate and healthy disagreement
on important issues is part of what
he loves about this country.” But
in reality, the Obama administration has shown no sincere desire
for “debate and healthy disagreement” on life issues.
Among the many pro-abortion
initiatives President Obama has
taken up in the last 100-plus days,
his administration has recently
made aggressive moves to take
away the rights of healthcare
workers to conscientious objec-

tion, which would force doctors
and nurses who won’t take part in
abortions out of a job. President
Obama is making good on his
campaign promise, “I will not
yield” on the issue of abortion.
He’s proven to lean further left
than Europe, and certainly further
left than the vast majority of prochoice Americans. Attacking conscientious objection is nothing
short of Catholic persecution. For
a man to support this and then
claim to appreciate “debate and
healthy disagreement” is utter
hypocrisy.
I can take an openly pro-choice
president who is up for a debate, or
who takes the gloves off and admits that he wants to demolish the
pro-life movement forever. I have
dear friends who are pro-choice.
We fight. I love them. They love
me. But hypocrisy is tougher to
stomach.
And for a Catholic institution to
give him an award only enables
this hypocrisy, giving the vast majority of Americans the impression

ATTENTION
SENIORS
Scholarships
The Denver Archdiocese is
awarding two $1,000 college
scholarships. Go to and click on
“Campus Ministry Scholarship” in
the sidebar for details.
Senior Sending Mass
All graduating high school seniors are invited to attend a Mass
celebrated by Archbishop Charles
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., 6:30 p.m.
Aug. 9 at the Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception,
1530 Logan St., Denver.

that Catholics are OK with their
rights being stripped away. I recently got into a “Facebook debate” with an old friend about
Obama’s efforts to do away with a
Catholic doctor’s right to conscientious objection. He wrote, “You
will find many Catholics not bothered by this decision….” He also
referred to pro-life Catholics as a
“sect of Catholic society.” Thanks
to institutions like Notre Dame, it’s

only natural that he and countless
others would be under the impression that life issues and freedom of
religion aren’t all that important to
Catholics.
I would like to give the benefit of
the doubt to the administration of
Notre Dame and assume that they
know not what they do. Judging
souls is, after all, above my pay
grade. But regardless of their intentions, I’ll be hesitant to ever recommend Notre Dame to another
Catholic teen heading off to college. I can respect an openly liberal university—one that is pro-gay
marriage, pro-choice, anti-established religion and is ready to intelligently debate these issues. I’d
personally prefer to send my children to a secular school where
they’ll have to defend their faith
against open and honest criticism
than a Catholic one where they’ll
have it quietly robbed from them
through hypocrisy.
Christopher Stefanick is the director of Youth, Young Adult and
Campus Ministry Office for the
Archdiocese of Denver as well as a
speaker and author. For more information visit chris-stefanick.com..
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Wishing I had chosen differently
BY MARY BARTEK

I have nothing against public
schools. I taught in the public
system for 28 years and, except
for college, I myself was a product
of public education. Even while
investigating the possibility of
pursuing a principal’s position in
the Archdiocese of Denver, I
made it clear that, while I believed in the mission of Catholic
education, I also held public
schools in high regard.
The goal of public schools is to
educate students as morally upstanding citizens of the world, I
asserted. Just because they can’t
talk about God doesn’t mean
they’re not trying to do God’s work.
True enough, perhaps, at least in
classrooms where teachers allow
a strong moral compass to direct
their work. But unfortunately for
me—and especially for my own
children—it took my becoming a

Catholic school principal to realize how much more Catholic
schools have to offer. Looking
back on my children’s public
school education, I wish I had
chosen differently.
Granted, both school systems
have strong academics. I lived in
a neighborhood where there was
no need to fear the public schools
or doubt their ability to educate.
High CSAP scores and statistics
that promised eventual success
in college encouraged me to rely
on the local school system. My
children would attend religious
education classes through our
parish, just as I had growing up. If
it was good enough for me, it was
good enough for them. What I
had neglected to take into account, however, was how different our local school and neighborhood culture were from those
I grew up in.
Churches dotted the landscape

of the small Pennsylvania town
where I grew up. Six independent
parishes served the Catholics; at
least a dozen other churches existed for the remaining population. Not everyone was Catholic,
my mother told me, but those
who weren’t worshipped at some
other church. In my hometown,
her statement was very close to
accurate.
Mass attendance was assumed,
but the church’s influence spread
beyond religious services and
into our social life. Large religious education classes, lasting
two hours every Saturday morning during the school year, meant
enjoying time with school friends
as we learned about our faith.
Each summer, the town’s biggest
event was the volunteer firemen’s
carnival, but the many church
bazaars ran a close second. And,
yes, we did perform religious
hymns under the guidance of the

May crowning returns to Holy Family High School
BY PATTY GABRIEL

On Friday, May 1, Holy Family
High School students participated in the first May Crowning at
the school’s Broomfield location.
Auxiliary Bishop James Conley
joined the school community on
the chilly, wet morning for a
procession of the May Crowning
court, recitation of the rosary
and the crowning of Mary.
Traditional tunes dedicated to
the Blessed Mother were performed by the school choirs as
many members of the community placed bouquets of flowers
at Mary’s feet.
King Cory Surbrugg and
Queen Megan Spelic, along with
their attendants, Alejandra
Lujan, Chris Vigil, Bianca
Hernandez, Ian Lee, Megan
Chavez and Andy Horner were
selected based on essays they
wrote about their faith and de-

PHOTO BY RICH HABER

HOLY FAMILY High School May Crowing court, from left: Andy
Horner, Megan Chavez, King Cory Surbrugg, Bishop James
Conley, Queen Megan Spelic,
Bianca Hernandez, Ian Lee,
Alejandra Lujan and Chris Vigil.

votion to our Blessed Mother.
“As a girl with a Hispanic
background, the Blessed Virgin
Mary has always and will forever
play a major role in my life, in
who I am and will be,” Lujan, a
sophomore class attendant, said
in her essay.
Cory Surbrugg, the King, said
that his and his family’s devotion and prayers to Mary are, he
believes, the reason for his
mother’s return to good health
after a serious illness.
The ceremony was followed
by the school’s Color Day, making it a day of prayer, community and friendship.
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public school music teacher.
about that stuff,” to an appalled,
Fast-forward many years to my “That’s not something you ask.
days as a young mother. My first- It’s personal!” Somehow, they
born daughter, a quick study with had come to believe that even the
a good memory, was not yet 3 mention of religion was taboo.
when she recited the Lord’s
Mind you, my children’s
Prayer
by
heart.
friends—Catholic
or
Religious
education
otherwise—were not
classes and sacramental
the problem. The probcelebrations were a part
lem was that my kids’
of her growing up years.
idea of Catholicism
Still, something was
stayed so tightly and
missing. Despite our
tidily wrapped in their
family’s Mass attentime actually spent indance and support for
side a church, never
the Church, my kids MARY BARTEK flowing into the other
would ultimately lack
parts of their lives.
the pervasive Catholic and reliThat’s why I wish I had moved
gious culture that I had so taken them to Catholic school. Not all
for granted in my own formation. the kids who attend Catholic
The incidents I recall were sim- school are Catholic, but most are.
ilar for both girls. They’d mention And all the kids who attend those
a school friend and, just out of schools share the advantages I
curiosity, I’d ask whether that had growing up in a community
friend belonged to a church. As that wasn’t afraid to wear its relielementary kids, their responses gion in public. They go to Mass
reflected confusion.
“How with friends. They see the cute
should I know?” they asked. As boy in their class receiving
they got older, their answers Communion. When a reference
ranged from, “Nobody talks to something moral or Biblical

comes up in class, nobody is embarrassed. Nobody thinks it’s
weird. A spiritual nature permeates the social fabric of school
and, therefore, of life.
I feel blessed in my current position. Yes, I loved my work in
public schools. Then, as now, I
enjoyed working with kids of various backgrounds and religions.
But if I had it to do over again, I’d
have given a lot more thought to
enrolling my own children in
Catholic school. Going to a
school where Jesus is allowed into
the lunchroom and the classroom, where praying with friends
is natural and no one is embarrassed when the subject of religious affiliation comes up—those
are gifts I wish I had been wise
enough to share with my kids.

Steubenville

a topic that we study in Sunday
school.”
Registration for Steubenville
of the Rockies is $155 per person; housing not included.
Recommendation on accommodations and detailed information regarding the conference can be found online at
archden.org or by calling the
Youth Office at 303-715-3178.
Stefanick said this year’s event
promises to be profound, lifechanging and a lot of fun. He described the conference as an experience where thousand’s of
young people come to share a
joyful weekend that gives life its
meaning.
“If you want to go, contact
your parish to see if a group can
be organized,” Stefanick said. “If
it can’t, call our office and we’ll
get you in touch with a parish
that will be going.”

STEUBENVILLE OF
THE ROCKIES

From Page 10
In addition to Stefanick, guest
speakers at the event include
Father Jim Crisman, director of
priestly vocations for the
Archdiocese of Denver; Catholic
motivational speaker Tammy
Evevard; and Jason and
Crystalina Evert, full-time apologists for Catholic Answers, the
nation’s largest Catholic lay-run
apostolate for apologetics and
evangelization.
Entertainment will be provided by APEX, which bills itself as
the only Christian vaudeville
evangelist act in the country;
and musician Paul Hood. Other
activities include small group
discussion, workshops, men’s
and women’s sessions. The

What:Youth conference
When: July 17-19
Where:Colorado Convention
Center, 700 14th St., Denver
Cost: $155 per person
To register: call 303-715-3178
or visit archden.org and click
on “Steubenville” link.

sacrament of reconciliation will
be offered and Mass will be celebrated .
“We want everyone to come
away with a new appreciation of
the beauty of being Catholic that
comes with knowing that Jesus
is alive and well,” Stefanick said.
“That (the Risen Christ) isn’t just

Mary Bartek is principal of
Good Shepherd Catholic School in
Denver. She is also the author of a
middle grade novel,“Funerals and
Fly Fishing” (Holt 2004), and of
numerous magazine and newspaper articles.
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Class of 2009 leaders urge their classmates to take their Catholic faith into the future
BY JOHN GLEASON

Nearly 900 students are graduating this
year from Catholic high schools in the
Archdiocese of Denver. A graduation
roundup featuring five of the seven schools
follows. Read next week’s Denver Catholic
Register for information on the other two.

Bishop Machebeuf
This year, Bishop Machebeuf High School
graduates 80 seniors. Collectively, the students have earned more than $2.5 million in
scholarships. At the commencement ceremony, held May 17, valedictorian Abrehet
Gebremedhin, who plans to attend the
University of Denver this fall, told her classmates they should always remember the
Catholic community that educated them
the last four years.
“Machebeuf provided us the basis of our
educational career,” she said. “(It’s) where
we were prepared for the future. Because
of our teachers and parents, our education
is giving us the edge needed to compete in
the world. We may not know what the future holds, but we know who holds the future.”

St. Mary’s Academy
On May 16, 63 young women graduated
from St. Mary’s Academy in Englewood.
They earned more than $5.2 million in
scholarships. The school does not announce a valedictorian and salutatorian.
Instead, it recognizes its top award winners.
For 2009, students Jocette Lee and Kicki
Astuno were named recipients of the Marian
Award, given to the seniors who have shown
outstanding leadership, loyalty and academic achievement.

ABREHET
GEBREMEDHIN
Valedictorian
Machebeuf

CATHERINE
WAYMEL
Salutatorian
Machebeuf

SEAN
MCPHERSON
Salutatorian
Machebeuf

KICKI ASTUNO
Marian Award
Recipient
St. Mary’s Academy

STEVEN
MARK
Valedictorian
Regis Boys

MICHAEL
FISCHER
Salutatorian
Regis Boys

Regis Jesuit High School
More than 200 young men received diplomas on May 17 from the Boys Division of
Regis Jesuit High School in Aurora. As a
class, the students accrued more than $10.4
million in scholarship money. Valedictorian
Steven Mark told his classmates the key to
success is to know who you are.
“When it comes to what’s important, it all
boils down to relationships and faith,” he
said. “Our relationships with parents and
friends is what carries us through our lives.
And being part of this faith-based community called Regis is the foundation of who we
are. No matter where we are, we’ll always be
a part of this community.”
In remarks to be delivered to her 156 classmates at the May 20 commencement of
Regis’ Girls Division, valedictorian Catherine
Reidy, who’ll be studying philosophy next
year at Notre Dame University, spoke on the
power of the human voice.
“God has blessed us all with the gift of
the human voice; each one unique,” she
said. “It makes no difference whether we
speak in accents or abbreviate words or

Catholic grads receive Daniels Fund scholarships
Six students from Catholic high schools
were among 263 graduating seniors from
Colorado, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming
who were awarded scholarships from the
Daniels Fund this spring. The winners were
Angel Ibarra, Sara Sahlezghi and Alex Sigala
of Bishop Machebeuf High School, Berenice
Aguirre and Brandi Dotson from St. Mary’s
Academy, and Eric Ukuni from Arrupe Jesuit
High School.
In a prepared statement, Daniels Fund
President and CEO Linda Childears called all
the winners promising and motivated students determined to succeed in life.
“They are outstanding young people and
the Daniels Fund is proud to partner with

JOCETTE LEE
Marian Award
Recipient
St. Mary’s Academy

them as they fulfill their dreams of attending
college,” she said.
Since 2000, the Daniels Fund Scholarships
have been awarded in the spring to graduating high school seniors and are supplemental
after other federal, state, institutional, and private financial aid and scholarships. Students
may use their scholarship at any two- or fouryear accredited nonprofit college or university in the United States with an intention to
complete a bachelor’s degree. Semifinalists
are selected each February and after an interview, the awards are announced in April.
Applicants are evaluated on basis of character, academic performance, leadership potential and contribution to the community.

CATHERINE
REIDY
Valedictorian
Regis Girls

SAMANTHA
ALLEN
Salutatorian
Regis Girls

whatever. But the gift of the voice is one we
should treasure, using it to not only speak,
but to sing and shout out for the greater
glory of God.”
Students of the Girls Division were awarded $10.1 in scholarships this year.

Holy Family
On May 22 Holy Family High School in
Broomfield will say goodbye to 108 seniors
who have so far collected more than $6 million in scholarship money. Valedictorian
Alexandra Haserodt, who plans to study
chemistry at Washington University in St.

ALEXANDRA
HASERODT
Valedictorian
Holy Family

KELLY
BIETTE
Salutatorian
Holy Family

Louis this fall, told the Denver Catholic
Register the key to a good and fulfilled life is
to identify your priorities.
“You need to find out what you want and
who you want to be,” she said. “Put the important things first and you’ll always have
time for the rest. Problems arise when you
focus on the little things that consume our
lives. That’s when the important stuff gets
left behind.”
J.K. Mullen High School and Arrupe Jesuit
High School will be featured in the June 3
Denver Catholic Register.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
May 20: Baccalaureate Mass, Holy Family
High School at Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish, Northglenn (7 p.m.)
May 21: Colorado Prayer Luncheon,
Colorado Convention Center, Denver (11:30
a.m.); Mass and confirmation, Ascension
Parish, Denver (7 p.m.)
May 22: Augustine Institute dinner, refectory at JPII Center (6 p.m.)
May 23: Mass and Commencement
Exercises, Christ the King Chapel, JPII
Center (10 a.m.); Mass, 50th anniversary
of Ordination of Father Thomas
McCormick, St. Therese Parish, Aurora
(5:30 p.m.)
May 24: Mass and confirmation, Our Lady
of Peace Parish, Greeley (11:30 a.m.);
Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
May 25: Memorial Day Mass, Mount Olivet
Cemetery, (11 a.m.); Mass and dedication

of Redemptoris Mater Seminary chapel,
JPII Center (5 p.m.)
May 26: Redemptoris Mater Seminary
board of trustees meeting, JPII Center
(8:30 a.m.); Mass and confirmation, St.
Mary Parish, Brush (7 p.m.)
May 28: Catholic Foundation board of
trustees meeting, JPII Center (9 a.m.);
Mass and confirmation, Our Lady Mother of
the Church Parish, Commerce City (6 p.m.)
May 30: Permanent diaconate ordination,
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (10 a.m.)
May 31: Mass and confirmation, Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception
(8:30 a.m.); Mass, Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception, (6:30 p.m.)
June 1: Presbyteral Council meeting, JPII
Center (10 a.m.)
June 2: Committee of Vicars and
Directors, JPII Center (9:30 a.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
May 20: Mass and confirmation, Ascension
Parish, Denver (7 p.m.)
May 21: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
May 22-24: Diaconate and priesthood ordination, Diocese of Wichita
May 25: Mass and dedication of
Redemptoris Mater Seminary chapel, JPII
Center (5 p.m.)
May 26: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8
a.m.); Redemptoris Mater Seminary board
of trustees meeting, JP II Center (8:30
a.m.)
May 27: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
May 28: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8
a.m.); Catholic Foundation board of trustees
meeting, JPII Center (9 a.m.)

May 29: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
May 30: Permanent diaconate ordination,
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (10 a.m.); Mass, Mother of God
Parish (6 p.m.)
May 31: Mass, Mother of God Parish (10 a.m.);
Mass and confirmation, Nativity of Our Lord
Parish, Broomfield (5 p.m.)
June 1: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8
a.m.); Presbyteral Council meeting, JPII
Center (10 a.m.)
June 2: Committee of Vicars and Directors,
JPII Center (9:30 a.m.); Mass and confirmation, Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Denver
(7 p.m.)
June 3: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
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Nine men to be ordained deacons
On May 30th nine men will be
ordained as permanent deacons
to serve the Denver Archdiocese.

Edward S. Armijo
Birthdate: Jan. 30, 1938
Parish assignment: St. John the
Evangelist Church, Loveland
Wife’s name: Doris

Q: Describe your educational
and professional background.
A: I was an air traffic controller
for 24 years and a federal investigator for the U.S. Equal
Employment
Opportunity
Commission until my retirement
in 1995. I attended the University
of Northern Colorado and am
a graduate from the Denver
Catholic Biblical School.
Q: What first attracted you to
the diaconate?
A: I was attracted by the dea-

cons in my parish as they performed their ministry on the
altar.
Q: What ultimately led you to
enter formation?
A: During my third year of
Catholic
Biblical
School,
Scripture studies led me more
and more to realize that the Lord
was directing me to serve him in
the capacity of a deacon.
Q: What are you most looking
forward to about serving the
faithful as a deacon?
A: As a deacon, I am looking
forward to being an official presence of the Catholic Church within the community.
Q: What do you find most
daunting about serving the
faithful as a deacon?
A: I believe one of the most
daunting tasks I will face as a deacon will be to find a way to help
my parish in solving the

many underlying social, economic and political problems
that affect our Church today.
Q: Deacons often find themselves called to a particular apostolate or area of service. Is there a
particular apostolate to which
you feel uniquely called by God
in your role as a deacon?
A: I do not feel that I have been
called by God to a particular
apostolate, but wherever the
Holy Spirit guides me I will do my
ministry with much love.
Q: If married, how do you plan
to balance your ministry to the
Church with your responsibilities to your spouse and family?
A: I will rely on my wife to balance my time and keep my calendar.
Q: If married, how do you feel
your experience as a husband
and father will contribute to
your ministry as a deacon?

A: I don’t believe there is a single paradigm that shows being a
father and husband will contribute to the ministry of a deacon any more than a deacon
who is not married.
Q: If there was one aspect of
the diaconate that you’d like to
clarify for Catholics, what
would it be?
A: For many Catholics, the
role of the deacon is new. What
is important for them to know is
that deacons are not substitutes
for priests. Deacons have authentic, legitimate and necessary ministries in their own
right.
Q: Do you have a favorite or
unusual hobby?
A: My favorite hobby is reading books in a variety of topics.

Ross Casados Jr.
Birthdate: Sept. 18, 1947
Parish assignment: Spirit of Christ
Church, Arvada
Wife’s name: Olga

Q: Describe your educational
and professional background.
A: Adams State College,
Alamosa, Colo., bachelor of arts
(1975); U.S. Postal Inspection
Service (30 years) as a postal inspector (federal law enforcement agency)
Q: What first attracted you to
the diaconate?
A: Serving the impoverished
and their lack of faith in
God, during my duties as a law
enforcement agent. I felt a calling to help in some way.
Q: What ultimately led you to
enter formation?
A: The calling of God and the
confirmation by an impoverished person, whom I met on
the streets, who said I should
share my love of God with everyone.
Q: What are you most looking
forward to about serving the
faithful as a deacon?
A: Seeing Jesus in everyone I
meet and sharing God’s love

See Casados, Page 18
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Discovery: Job Network assists
unemployed with coaching, resources
BY JULIE FILBY

Unemployment in the Denver metro
area is the highest it’s been since 1990. At
8.2 percent, reported for March by the
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, it represents a 70 percent increase in unemployed people since last year, or about
47,000 workers.
This figure is even higher when parttime or discouraged workers—those who
would like to work full time, but are working part-time because their hours were
cut or they were unable to find full-time
jobs—are included.
While it is not uncommon for Catholics
to turn to the Church for spiritual and
emotional support in times of crisis, such
as unemployment, the faithful may not
be aware of the practical support that is
also available when looking for a job.
The Discovery: Job Network is a nonprofit, interfaith organization that, according to their mission statement, “assists all job seekers and employers in the
pursuit of economic success by providing
an unlimited resource for professional,
technical and emotional support.”
“We help job seekers by coaching them
on all aspects of their job search,” said
Elizabeth Stelloh, director of Discovery:
Job Network. “Our sessions are educational as well as supportive.”
Currently, six parishes in the Denver
Archdiocese participate in the network:
Nativity of Our Lord in Broomfield,
Queen of Peace in Aurora, St. Jude in
Lakewood, St. Mary in Littleton, St.
Michael the Archangel in Aurora and St.
Thomas More in Centennial, where the
organization’s office is based.
While meeting times, frequency and
topics vary by site, the coaching services
offered are consistent: planning a job
search, resume and cover letter writing,
how to use the Internet and employment
agencies for leads, interviewing skills, elevator speeches, financial planning and
how to maintain a positive attitude.
In addition to presentations by human
resource professionals, networking opportunities and one-on-one coaching;
meetings include prayer and often the
presenters read Bible passages that speak
to the challenges job seekers face.
“We frequently discuss the need to
trust God for his help while looking for a
job,” Stelloh said. “We encourage people
who are struggling to become more involved in their faith community, and to
continue that involvement after they find
employment.”
She added that it is important that job
seekers not hibernate during their
search, but stay engaged with friends,
family and the community.
Job seekers may also use the services of
the network via the Internet at jobdiscov-

ACA
From Page 3
as Project Rachel, a post-abortion ministry
for those seeking healing and reconciliation with the Church.
“We’re working with the Office of
Hispanic Ministry to coordinate the
Spanish- language Pro-life Congress com-

HELP FOR JOB SEEKERS
Discovery: Job Network
Call: 303-220-3384
E-mail: djn1@stthomasmore.org
Online: visit discoveryjobnetwork.org
Job Networking Workshops
A ministry of St. Frances Cabrini Parish
Call: 303-979-7688
E-mail: kcrum@saintfrancescabrini.org.

erynetwork.org. Last month, they received nearly 300 hits to their Web site.
Later this month, they will launch a new
and improved Web site with features such
as the ability for job seekers to add profiles, a blog for sharing information and a
list of Web sites for potential employers.
Annually, the network serves some 500
individuals. Although Stelloh said she
does not always hear from job seekers
after they find employment, she is aware
that at least 10 people found jobs through
the organization in the month of April.
Network meetings and services are free
and available to the public. They are primarily funded by sponsorship from participating faith communities, and accept
donations as well.
St. Frances Cabrini Parish in Littleton
also offers job search assistance to the
unemployed, through monthly and
weekly networking meetings.
Monthly Job Networking Workshops
are conducted by parishioner Bob
Heisser, managing partner of The Sequel
Group, a national executive search firm,
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. the third Thursday
of the month. Workshop topics include
resume writing, interview skills and time
management, according to Karen Crum,
director of community life and outreach
at the parish.
“Bob will address any other issues the
group would like to discuss,” Crum said.
Based on the feedback from the
monthly workshops, the parish added
weekly meetings from 3:30 to 5 p.m. on
Mondays. The weekly Cabrini Job
Connection encourages job seekers with
their search, helps with networking opportunities and nourishes spirituality
through prayer.
“We open each meeting with prayer
and reflection,” Crum said. “Our hope is
to model a small church community—
and emulate the support offered by a
smaller group.”
According to Crum the program continues to be refined based on the attendees’ needs and interests. Workshops are
free and open to the public.

ing up on June 13 at the John Paul II Center,”
Eckstein said. “There are also the ongoing
prayer vigils at Planned Parenthood
through the summer and in October we’re
planning for the annual Gospel of Life
Conference. These are all things we can do
thanks to the generosity of people to the
Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal.”
Eckstein said that those wishing more
information on any of the Respect Life
events coming up can call 303-715-3205.

1 8 l D E ACO N S

MAY 20, 2009 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Casados
From Page 16

with them and praying they see
Jesus in me.
Q: What do you find most
daunting about serving the
faithful as a deacon?
A: That I will not be able to fulfill
the mission that God has given me.
Q: Deacons often find themselves called to a particular apostolate or area of service. Is there a
particular apostolate to which
you feel uniquely called by God
in your role as a deacon?
A: I would like to continue
sharing the love of God with the
homeless, impoverished and
those who are lacking in faith.
Q: If you answered yes to having a particular apostolate, can
you describe how God led you to
this particular area of service?
A: As a member of the Christian
Motorcycle Association I want to
pursue the work they already
started and continue as long as
God permits.
Q: If married, how do you plan
to balance your ministry to the
Church with your responsibilities to your spouse and family?
A: By full trust in my wife, who
even now continues to overlook
my actions and the time involved. We have always worked
as a couple in spreading the love
and word of God.
Q: If married, how do you feel
your experience as a husband
and father will contribute to
your ministry as a deacon?
A: As marriage is a covenant
with God, I have pursued to share
my love of God first and my family second, and they recognize
that God has blessed us with his
love and an abundance of goodness and joy.
Q: If there was one aspect of
the diaconate that you’d like to
clarify for Catholics, what would
it be?

EDWARD S.
ARMIJO

ROSS
CASADOS JR.

JAY D.
GARLAND

MICHAEL R.
MAGEE

WILLIAM J.
MARTINEZ

RICHARD H.
MILLER JR.

ROBERT MARTIN
JOSEPH RINNE

JOHN W.
VOLK

RICHARD ALAN
WILSON

That the diaconate is a sacrament of holy orders and I will be a
servant of God to all of his children.
Q: Do you have a favorite or
unusual hobby?
A: I love riding our motorcycle,
with my wife.

Jay D. Garland
Birthdate: Dec. 4, 1955
Parish assignment: St. Jude
Church, Lakewood
Wife’s name: Nancy

Q: Describe your educational
and professional background.

A: Bachelor of science from
Regis University, Denver, 1998.
Major: business administration.
Since 2002 I have been employed as an EDI supervisor for a
small private auto transport company based out of Commerce
City. This position is responsible
for supervising electronic data to
and from major automobile
manufacturers.
Q: What first attracted you to
the diaconate?
A: The men that I knew who
were deacons seemed to exemplify what it means to serve Christ
and his Church. I wanted to be
something like that, an image of
Christ.
Q: What ultimately led you to
enter formation?
A: It was a gradual calling. A
deacon’s wife periodically would
encourage me to submit my application. That spark finally ignited on the Fourth Sunday of
Easter, April 17, 2005, which was
the World Day of Prayer for
Vocations. I approached one of
the deacons at St. Jude’s on how
to go about submitting an application.
Q: What are you most looking
forward to about serving the
faithful as a deacon?
A: It has to be the notion that
when one of the faithful looks
at me that they begin to see
more of Christ in me than any
other personal characteristic
that I possess.
Q: What do you find most
daunting about serving the
faithful as a deacon?
A: That after ordination there
will be an indelible mark on my
soul that will have eternal consequences. This may have been
what St. Paul had in mind when
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he wrote that we must work out
our own salvation with “fear and
trembling” (Phil 2:12b).
Q: Deacons often find themselves called to a particular apostolate or area of service. Is there a
particular apostolate to which
you feel uniquely called by God
in your role as a deacon?
A: That would be saying too
much, relying too much on my
own judgment to what I feel that
God has called me to a specific
area of service to God’s people. I
do know that as a convert to the
Catholic faith I have always had a
strong attachment to those souls
that are inquiring into the
Catholic faith and those wanting
to return and learn more about
the faith of their childhood.
Q: If you answered yes to having a particular apostolate, can
you describe how God led you to
this particular area of service?
A: It was actually a catechist in
the RCIA program at St. Jude’s
who approached me and encouraged me to think about being a
catechist in the newly formed
RCIA program. At that time I did
not know this catechist very well
but she told me that she was led
by the Spirit to ask me. That
would begin my voyage of discovery, actually re-discovery of
the beauty and truth of our faith.
Q: If married, how do you plan
to balance your ministry to the
Church with your responsibilities to your spouse and family?
A: I have been told that this can
be and is a real challenge. I be-

lieve that I must approach this
not as a problem to be solved but
a mystery that I must live out
every day of my life. In other
words if I put Christ first and my
wife and family second and myself last then I will have order in
my life as a minister of the
Church.
Q: If married, how do you feel
your experience as a husband
and father will contribute to
your ministry as a deacon?
A: We live in a culture that does
not promote sacrificial love. At
the heart of marriage in the
Catholic tradition is the notion of
self sacrifice, of putting the others
needs before my own. Marriage
and being a father have not always been easy but the joy of
learning to give without counting
the cost has propelled me to diaconal formation. Which in formation has moved me toward becoming the icon of Christ the servant.
Q. If there was one aspect of
the diaconate that you’d like to
clarify for Catholics, what would
it be?
A: It would have to be that to be
a deacon is not special or prestigious but that it does mean that I
am different after ordination
meaning I have been chosen to
serve you in a unique and official
capacity as a representative of the
bishop.
Q. Do you have a favorite or
unusual hobby?
A: It is not exactly a hobby but I
love to collect various transla-

tions of Holy Scripture. I have old
ones, new ones, and ecumenical
ones. I have not bothered to
count them but I suspect I own at
least twelve different translations. My oldest bible is an
abridged edition of the Old
Testament,
an
authorized
Catholic edition copyrighted
1963. My most recent addition is
a New Testament and The Psalms
pocket edition, Revised Standard
Version, Second Catholic Edition.

Michael R. Magee
Birth date: Feb. 15, 1960
Parish assignment: Our Lady of
Loreto
Wife’s name: Susan

Q: Describe your educational
and professional background.
A: Education: Bachelor of science, Marquette University,
1982. Certified public accountant since 1984 (not currently
practicing). Professional background: president, Western

Acquisition & Merger Corp.
since 2000. Previously held various executive and management
positions
with
Waste
Management Inc., Allied Waste
Industries Inc., and BFI of
Canada Inc.
Q: What first attracted you to
the diaconate?
A: What first attracted me to
the diaconate was a desire in my
heart to serve God and his
Church in a deeper way than
what I had been doing as a volunteer.
Q: What ultimately led you to
enter formation?
A: I felt God calling me to give
more than just my time, talent
and treasure; God wanted all of
me.
Q: What are you most looking
forward to about serving the
faithful as a deacon?
A: Our Lady of Loreto has
been my faith family since the
parish was founded more than
11 years ago. Like most families,

they have supported me over
the years in many ways; through
prayer, friendship and service.
Like my biological family, I love
my parish community deeply
and I am very excited to serve
them in sacred ministry.
Q: What do you find most
daunting about serving the
faithful as a deacon?
A: The responsibility I will
have to bring Christ to (the people); to truly be Christ to them in
what I say and in how I act. That
becomes a particularly daunting
feeling knowing that like everyone, I am also “broken” in many
ways; that is, I have many flaws
and imperfections.
Q: Deacons often find themselves called to a particular
apostolate or area of service. Is
there a particular apostolate to
which you feel uniquely called
by God in your role as a deacon?
A: At this time there is not any
one particular apostolate or

See Magee, Page 20
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Magee
From Page 19

area of service that I feel called to. I think
that Christ will make that evident to me
and lead me there when he is ready.
Q: If married, how do you plan to balance your ministry to the Church with
your responsibilities to your spouse and
family?
A: My family and I do not view the ministry as a separate “activity” that I am beginning; that is, my diaconal ministry will
not be something that I just “do” several
hours a week. In other words, we believe
that our faith is not something that we live
separate and apart from the rest of our
lives; our lives are part of our faith. The two
dimensions cannot be separated; Christ
and his Church are the center of our faith
and our lives. That said, I realize that at
times there will be constraints on my time.
However, in the past four and a half years
in formation, we have had to continually
adjust schedules and events to accommodate my family life, academics, work, ministries and social life. These past few years
have given a good foundation to prepare
us for the future.
Q: If married, how do you feel your experience as a husband and father will
contribute to your ministry as a deacon?
A: I think that my experience as a husband and father will help make a positive
contribution to my ministry as a deacon
because my experiences in many ways are
no different than those for whom I am
called to serve. We learn things from our
life’s experiences, and I hope that my experiences will be valuable in teaching others
because I hope they will be able to relate to
my life in parallel with their own. However,
I did promise my wife that I would never
tell stories about her in my homilies.
Q: If there was one aspect of the diaconate that you’d like to clarify for
Catholics, what would it be?
A: That deacons are more than volunteers who wear vestments and black
suits. Volunteering your time, talents,
and treasure (stewardship) is a tremendously important and valuable aspect in
the life of the Church. We are all called to
be stewards of God’s gifts. However, as
ordained ministers, and specifically as
deacons, we are called by Christ to serve
his Church with our entire being. We are
called to “die to ourselves” and to make
our service “sacramental” through the
gifts of the Holy Spirit. I encourage all
Catholic men who are active “volunteers”
to listen to your heart and listen with
your heart. That is where and how Jesus
will call you. If you hear Him, don’t be
afraid to answer that call.
Q: Do you have a favorite or unusual
hobby?
A: I love to cook and entertain. I especially love to prepare complicated meals
for large groups of people (I never make
small portions and I hope you like you
food spicy). One of my favorite television
shows is “Dinner Impossible.”

William J. Martinez
Birth date: July 15, 1965

Q: What first attracted you to the diaconate?
A: It was the idea of serving the Church.
I was a catechist in my parish before but I
desired something more. I would watch
our deacon and was impressed with his
ministry.
Q: What ultimately led you to enter
formation?
A: It was curiosity more than anything
else and some prompting by our pastor
and deacon at the time.
Q: What are you most looking forward
to about serving the faithful as a deacon?
A: I believe it’s the chance to serve the
people of my community in a new context and, hopefully, acquire some new
friendships.
Q: What do you find most daunting
about serving the faithful as a deacon?
A: I think the hardest thing will be juggling my job, family and ministry but I’m
sure my wife will let me know if things are
getting out of hand.
Q: Deacons often find themselves
called to a particular apostolate or area
of service. Is there a particular apostolate to which you feel uniquely called by
God in your role as a deacon?
A: I have and will continue to pray over
that very question and I’m sure that the
Lord Jesus will place me in the diaconal
ministry he desires for me or will use me
in ministry where he can best utilize my
time and talents.
Q: If married, how do you plan to balance your ministry to the Church with
your responsibilities to your spouse and
family?
A: This no easy task for anybody involved in ministry. It takes a lot of effort
in planning extra time. Communication
is the key to success in any successful
marriage. Finally, let’s not forget the
power of prayer; not only for myself but
for my family as well.
Q: If married, how do you feel your experience, as a husband and father will
contribute to your ministry as a deacon?
A: In being married clergy I have had
many life experiences in my marriage
and can identify with the challenges associated with it: a full time job, raising
children and doing my best to lead a
Catholic life. I’m not saying unmarried
clergy can’t do this well; I’m sure in many
cases unmarried clergy can see more
clearly than I the challenges placed before a married couple, especially when it
comes to living out a sacramental marriage.
Q: If there were one aspect of the diaconate that you’d like to clarify for
Catholics, what would it be?
A: We are not priests! Although we
function in the parish as a cleric, we are
in no way “mini priests” and cannot in
any fashion take the place of our priests
who work so hard for the salvation of
souls. We assist them in the ministry of
service but we could never replace them
in any fashion. I pray for our priests and
hope all the faithful do as well.
Q: Do you have a favorite or unusual
hobby?
A: I like to play my guitar and sing every
now and then. And I love to read.

Parish assignment: Our Lady Of Guadalupe

Richard H. Miller Jr.

Wife’s name: Lorena

Birthdate: Nov. 14, 1941

Q: Describe your educational and professional background.
A: I am a high school grad from Hanna,
Wyo., with a few years at Casper Junior
College, working in music education and
performance.

Parish assignment: Our Lady of Loreto,
Foxfield
Wife’s name: Joanna

Q: Describe your educational and professional background.
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A: Bachelor of science in general
engineering and master’s in business administration, University of
Illinois. Employed four years with
Sun Oil Co. and 31 years with Air
Products and Chemicals Inc.
Retired December 2000.
Q: What first attracted you to
the diaconate?
A: I was in a Catholic men’s
evangelization organization and I
found out that five of the men in
it were in formation for the diaconate. Also, my brother is a deacon. And I have been in the Serra
Club for 15 years.
Q: What ultimately led you to
enter formation?
A: I answered an invitation to
inquire that I read in the Denver
Catholic Register.
Q: What are you most looking
forward to about serving the
faithful as a deacon?
A: Bringing Jesus Christ and the
true teaching of the Catholic
Church to all I serve.
Q: What do you find most
daunting about serving the
faithful as a deacon?
A: To be the icon of Christ the
Servant to all.
Q: Deacons often find themselves called to a particular apostolate or area of service. Is there a
particular apostolate to which
you feel uniquely called by God
in your role as a deacon?
A: I feel called especially to help
the poor, the elderly and the sick.
Q: If you answered yes to having a particular apostolate, can
you describe how God led you to

this particular area of service?
A: I have been an Extraordinary
Minister of the Eucharist to the
homebound and to those in
nursing homes. I have volunteered at homeless shelters and
at a Catholic Charities emergency
center.
Q: If married, how do you plan
to balance your ministry to the
Church with your responsibilities to your spouse and family?
A: The only way to find and
keep the appropriate balance is
to be grounded in scriptural
prayer and to adhere to and trust
in Jesus.
Q: If married, how do you feel
your experience as a husband
and father will contribute to
your ministry as a deacon?
A: My life experiences will help
me relate to those I serve.
Q: If there was one aspect of
the diaconate that you’d like to
clarify for Catholics, what would
it be?
A: To emphasize that the deacon is called to service—t serve
the bishops, priests, and all the
people of God.
Q: Do you have a favorite or
unusual hobby?
A: Hiking and outdoor activities.

Robert Martin Joseph Rinne
Birthdate: Nov. 11, 1958
Parish assignment: Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception
Marital status: unmarried

Q: Describe your educational
and professional background.
A: Undergraduate studies at
University of Colorado, public
administration. Graduate studies
at the University of
Colorado, public administration.
Formerly worked in fire service as a fire chief (retired), South
Metro Fire Rescue Authority,
Centennial, from 1981-2007.
Presently work as a paramedic,
Denver Health and Hospital.
Q: What first attracted you to
the diaconate?
A: The love of God for the
Eucharist and his Church. My
ability to serve God in the threefold ministry of the diaconate
and to continue with my vocation of caring for people physically and at the same time to
serve them spiritually as a deacon.
Q: What ultimately as led you
to enter formation?
A: A strong spiritual direction
from the grace of God and the
direction of several priests; a
love of God’s people and the
ability to serve them through
the diakonia; being with God
and God being with me in a different capacity of service.
Q: What are you most looking
forward to about serving the
faithful as a deacon?
A: Acting as the servant for
God’s people and his holy
Church. Forming myself in the
image and likeness of Christ in
my interactions with the faith-

ful, especially during the sacraments. And utilizing the gifts
that I possess from God and to
benefit those in my service.
Q: What do you find most
daunting about serving the
faithful as a deacon?
A: Sharing the image of Christ
in proclaiming his Gospel and
assisting in the celebration of
the Eucharist with my own
human weaknesses. And trusting in the Lord in my ministries
and allowing the Holy Spirit to
work. St Augustine reminds me

that when I think I have an understanding of God, I don’t because God is infinite.
Q: Deacons often find themselves called to a particular
apostolate or area of service. Is
there a particular apostolate to
which you feel uniquely called
by God in your role as a deacon?
A: To share the spiritual and
corporal works of mercy with
the people of God.
Q: If you answered yes to having a particular apostolate, can

See Rinne, Page 22
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you describe how God led you to
this particular area of service?
A: God has led me by a dedicated family life being formed in
the Catholic faith through my
parents. God has led me to my
particular apostolate through
prayer.
Q: If there was one aspect of
the diaconate that you’d like to
clarify for Catholics, what
would it be?
A: The deaconate is part of the
hierarchy of service in holy orders – bishops, priests and deacons. The deacon functions
through ordination by assisting
the bishop in his threefold ministry: sanctifying, teaching and
preaching. Each ministry fulfills
a special function of service in
the body of Christ for the building of that unique body.
Q: Do you have a favorite or
unusual hobby?
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A: Bicycle riding, motorcycle
riding and traveling looking at
sacred places.

John W. Volk
Birthdate: Feb. 3, 1956
Parish assignment: St. John the
Baptist, Johnstown, and St.
Nicholas, Platteville
Wife’s name: Barbara

Q: Describe your educational
and professional background.
A: Family physician, currently
in practice at Sunrise Monfort
Family Clinic in Evans, which is
a community health center
serving medically indigent patients in Weld County. Bachelor’s
degree in biology, Divine Word
College, Epworth, Iowa; doctor
of medicine degree, University
California,
Davis;
Family
Practice
Residency,
North
Colorado Family Medicine,
Greeley;
Certified
Natural
Family
Planning
Medical
Consultant, Creighton Model
Fertility Care System, Pope Paul

VI
Institute;
Certification
Program in Health Care Ethics,
National Catholic Bioethics
Center, Philadelphia, Pa.
Q: What first attracted you to
the diaconate?
A: In 1992 I experienced a reawakening of my faith. I became
more involved in the Church,
specifically teaching confirmation and RCIA and working with
our parish youth group. I had an
excellent role model in Deacon
Joe Meilinger. Slowly, I began to
experience what I describe as a
“burning” inside to serve the
Church as a deacon.
Q: What ultimately led you to
enter formation?
A: It was a series of what I felt
were signs from God giving me
the “go-ahead” to apply. First
there was an article in the
Denver Catholic Register about
the death of Deacon Lewis
Barbato, a physician-deacon
who had served the Church utilizing his skills as a psychiatrist
and as a deacon. I never met
Deacon Barbato but the story
about him resonated with me
and the burning inside increased. Shortly afterward I met
a deacon from another diocese
who was an orthopedic surgeon.
That reinforced the call I was
sensing. Finally, one day after

morning Mass I was in prayer,
telling God that I wanted to
serve him as a deacon. While I
was praying, a parishioner came
up to me and told me that I
should think about becoming a
deacon! That was the final sign
that led me to apply.
Q: What are you most looking
forward to about serving the
faithful as a deacon?
A: The thing I enjoy most
about being a family doctor is
being able to share in the key life
experiences of my patients,
birth through death. I imagine
that I will treasure those same
experiences in their spiritual dimension as a deacon through
baptisms, weddings, visiting the
sick, and helping with rosaries
and funerals.
Q: What do you find most
daunting about serving the
faithful as a deacon?
A: The human soul is a priceless thing. To be entrusted with
the care of souls is an enormous
responsibility. My greatest fear
is scandalizing someone or
being responsible for driving
someone away from the
Church, whether through bad
example or lack of compassion.
Q: Deacons often find themselves called to a particular
apostolate or area of service. Is

there a particular apostolate to
which you feel uniquely called
by God in your role as a deacon?
A: Over the course of formation, I have sensed a call to become more involved in the area
of bioethics. The assault on
human life continues, both at its
beginning and at its end.
Perhaps I can use my training as
a physician and a deacon to be a
voice in that area.
Q:If you answered yes to having a particular apostolate, can
you describe how God led you
to this particular area of service?
A: A few years before I entered
diaconal formation, with the
help of God’s grace and the
sacrament of confession, I finally made the decision to stop
prescribing
contraception.
Once I became obedient in that
area, it seems the Lord started to
open my eyes to the other areas
where life is under attack and he
placed a hunger in me to learn
more. During formation, the opportunity arose to study
through the National Catholic
Bioethics Center and I received
permission from the formation
team to pursue certification in
health care ethics.
Q: If married, how do you
plan to balance your ministry
to the Church with your responsibilities to your spouse
and family?
A: Having an “empty nest”
helps. Barb and I have learned
to balance my medical career
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with our marriage and family time over
the years. The first key for us has been
scheduling our time so that we have
guaranteed family time when I can say no
to work. Sometimes, however, work or
ministry will present urgent needs that
cannot wait. In those cases it helps that
I’m married to a saint!
Q: If married, how do you feel your experience as a husband and father will
contribute to your ministry as a deacon?
A: One of the strengths of the deacon is
that he has one foot in the Church and
the other foot in the world. He knows
what the people in the pew are going
through— marital stress, worries about
kids, paying bills, job difficulties, etc.
Hopefully, through my ministry, I can
bring Christ to those real life experiences.
Q: If there was one aspect of the diaconate that you’d like to clarify for
Catholics, what would it be?
A: Although the Church has had deacons since the Acts of the Apostles, the
modern permanent diaconate as we
know it was re-awakened in the experiences of priests imprisoned in Nazi concentration camps during World War II.
They felt that the Church needed to more
closely align herself with the suffering of
the people. The deacon is meant to be a
servant—particularly to the marginalized
and to those who suffer. He is to bring
the Church to them and to bring them to
the Church.
Q: Do you have a favorite or unusual
hobby?
A: I enjoy wood-working. It is relaxing
and lets me turn my mind off. I like to
imagine Jesus working in the carpenter
shop along side Joseph. They would have
enjoyed using my power tools!

Richard Alan Wilson
Birth date: Jan. 2, 1962
Parish assignment: St. Helena Parish, Fort
Morgan
Wife’s name: Jenifer

Q: Describe your educational and professional background.
A: I retired from the U.S. Navy as a
Chief Petty Officer; the field that I worked
in was nuclear engineering (the power,
light and water aboard ship). While in
the Navy I received a bachelor of science
degree in sociology with a minor in nuclear engineering. I retired in 1999 and in
2000 was an instructor at the Rocky Flats
environmental cleanup until 2004. While
working there I began working on a master’s degree in theology from Catholic
Distance University, which I finished in
2007.
Q: What first attracted you to the diaconate?
A: I am a re-vert to the Catholic Church.
I returned to the faith while I was in the
Navy, during Desert Storm. After returning to the Church while I was in the Navy
I was able to provide Communion services with Liturgy of the Word aboard ship. I
was also able to coordinate community
service projects in places such as St.
Joseph’s Orphanage in Penang Malaysia,
the State Orphanage of Bahrain, and the
School for the Developmentally Disabled
in United Arab Emirates and aided in coordinating relief efforts at Subic Naval
Base after the eruption of Mount
Pinatobeau. Although I didn’t realize it at
the time but I was working in the three
areas of a deacon: word, liturgy and charity. My mother, Esther, asked me if I had
become a deacon, I in turn asked her,
“What is that?”

Q: What ultimately led you to enter
formation?
A: After retiring from the Navy and returning to Laramie, Wyo., with my family
we joined St. Paul’s Newman Center. One
of the vocation campaigns in the parish
was “Called by Name.” It was through one
of these campaigns that my name was
submitted for consideration to the ministry of the diaconate (this was around
1995). After attending an information
weekend in Casper my wife and I were
very sure that we were called to this ministry but that the time was not right. At
that time our kids were still in junior high
and Jenifer had just started pharmacy
school. As a result we waited until Jenifer
graduated and we moved to Fort Morgan
to submit the application to begin diaconate formation.
Q: What are you most looking forward
to about serving the faithful as a deacon?
A: Working with the great people who
live in Morgan County!
Q: What do you find most daunting
about serving the faithful as a deacon?
A: My being able to speak enough
Spanish, in order to minister to the
Hispanic population in my community.
Q: Deacons often find themselves
called to a particular apostolate or area
of service. Is there a particular apostolate to which you feel uniquely called by
God in your role as a deacon?
A: The Holy Spirit has not called me to
a particular apostolate as of yet.
Q: If married, how do you plan to balance your ministry to the Church with
your responsibilities to your spouse and
family?
A: As a doctor of pharmacy and the
staff pharmacist at the local hospital,
Jenifer is a very busy person. During formation she would come to Denver with
me each weekend, after class on Saturday
we would have “date night” in Denver. As
we move into this new phase of our life
together, we will find a way to keep the
balance in our marriage and family life. I
believe that this begins with me being
able to say no to some of the things that
come to me in order to have time for family life.
Q: If married, how do you feel your experience as a husband and father will
contribute to your ministry as a deacon?
A: As a married man, you learn two
things very quickly: obedience and humility (any honest married man would
agree with that). Those two qualities are
critical for the deacon.
Q: If there was one aspect of the diaconate that you’d like to clarify for
Catholics, what would it be?
A: The deacon is not a replacement for
the priest nor is the deacon a mini-priest.
We are called to serve both the people of
God as well as the priest. It is only from
the hands of the priest that we receive the
Eucharist and the other sacraments of
the Church, beside marriage and baptism
(sacraments which the deacon can also
perform). The deacon is called to assist
the bishop in his ministry of word, liturgy
and charity and he does this in cooperation with a priest in the parish setting.
The deacon is not taking any “job” away
from the priests but serving the priest
and the parish. This allows the priest to
use this “extra” time for prayer or other
ministry. And no we don’t do this for
money.
Q: Do you have a favorite or unusual
hobby?
A: My hobbies are fly fishing, fly tying,
wood working and making beer.
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every disease and illness.’
“Jesus’ preoccupation was with
us,” the archbishop emphasized,
“as yours should be with God’s
people. It says that ‘His heart was
moved with compassion.’ The
Greek word here is graphic, it
means Jesus was shaken to his
bowels, to the very heart of his
being. The reason he was shaken
was because he saw the people—
‘they were troubled and aban-
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doned like sheep without a shepherd.’
“That is the heart of Jesus Christ,
which the Lord gives to you in the
… sacrament of holy orders. He
gives you responsibilities but he
also he gives you a new heart—a
heart that is moved deeply with
compassion for his people.”
A priest’s ministry, the prelate
added, is to announce the good
news of Jesus Christ.
“And to announce his compassion in the lives of others,” he said.
“May the Lord make you faithful in
the ministry he shares with you
today.”
Reflecting the Hispanic background of the men, the Mass included hymns and Scripture readings in both Spanish and English. A
colorful Knights of Columbus
honor guard led the entrance procession that included the archbishop, Auxiliary Bishop James
Conley, seminary rectors Father
Michael Glenn and Father Florian
Martin-Calama, scores of other
priests and numerous deacons.
The Rite of Ordination began
with the men being called to the
altar and affirmed as worthy of ordination by Father Bernard
Schmitz, vicar for clergy. Upon the
archbishop’s acceptance of them,
the congregation expressed their
approval with applause.
Each of the men then took turns
kneeling before the archbishop,
placing their hands in his as they
promised celibacy and obedience
to him and his successors.
The candidates then prostrated
themselves before the altar as the
congregation sang the Litany of
Supplication, asking the saints’ intercession for the men.
In silence the archbishop laid
hands on each of the men as they
knelt before him. In the hushed
cathedral the prelate mutely invoked the Holy Spirit and conferred the priestly office. To symbolize the unity of priests and bishop and the unity of the priesthood,
the concelebrating priests also laid
hands on the new clerics.
The new priests were then invested with a stole and chasuble,
the outward signs of their ministry.

PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DCR

VESTED with chasuble and stole, newly ordained priests face the congregation, from left: Fathers Joseph
Toledo, Mauricio Bermudez-Hernandez, Jose de Jesus Garcia Pedreguera and Carlos Wilson Bello-Ayala.
As each new priest knelt before
him in turn, Archbishop Chaput
anointed their hands with sacred
chrism, symbolizing their distinctive participation in Christ’s priesthood.
The archbishop then presented
each of them with a paten and
chalice, indicating their duty of
presiding at the celebration of the
Eucharist and of following Christ
crucified.
With a fraternal kiss the archbishop and the priests present
warmly welcomed the new priests
into their shared ministry.
In his concluding remarks, the
archbishop expressed deep gratitude to the family and friends of
the newly ordained who had traveled from Colombia, Mexico and
from several states across the
United States to witness the momentous occasion. The archbishop’s comments to the family of
Father Bello were applicable to all
the new priests’ families.
“I promise you we’ll take very
good care of your son,”
Archbishop Chaput said. “He is
also my son. And I love him. He ARCHBISHOP Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., lays hands on Joseph
has many brothers here.”
Toledo, ordaining him to the priesthood.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Eucharistic Adoration: for vocations at
Holy Trinity Adoration Chapel, 3100 W.
76th Ave., Westminster. Babysitting
available. Call 303-427-7931 for more
information.
May 28: 7 p.m
Pentecost Vigil: with Father Sebastien
Pelletier at St. Catherine Church,
4200 Federal Blvd. Potluck to follow.
Call 303-432-3694 for details. See ad
on page 16.
May 30: 6:30 p.m.
Corpus Christi Mass and Procession:
at Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan
St., Denver with Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., as main celebrant.
June 14: 12:30 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Concert Choir: to perform at St.
Frances Cabrini Church, 6673 W.
Chatfield Ave., Littleton.
May 28: 7 p.m.
Dinner and Banquet Address: by
Cardinal Arinze sponsored by the
Augustine Institute at JPII Center,

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Tickets $75
a person. Call 303-937-4420 for more
information.
May 22: 6 p.m.
Ragin’ Cajun’ Summer Fair: at Light of
the World Church, 10316 W. Bowles
Ave., Littleton. Rides, music, food and
games.
May 29: 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
May 30: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m.
May 31: 10 a.m. - -2 p.m.
Annual Community Festival: at St.
Therese Parish, 1243 Kingston St.,
Aurora. Rides, raffle, garage sale and
craft items. Call 303-364-7494 for
more information.
May 31: 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Singles Dance: at St. Thomas More
Parish, 8035 S. Quebec St. Centennial.

Cost $15 per person. Call 720-4938707 for details.
June 6: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Annual Festival: at St. Catherine of
Siena Church, 4200 Federal Blvd.,
Denver. Raffles, games and rides.
June 5 - 7: 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Party, Peeps and Poker: event to benefit Seeds of Hope Charitable Trust at
RedLine Art Studio, 2350 Arapahoe
St., Denver. Individual and group ticket rates available. Registration deadline, May 29. Call 303-715-3186 for
tickets.
June 12: 6 p.m. - midnight
Archdiocesan Chorale: is forming to
assist with liturgical music at archdiocesan liturgies. All participants
must be involved in parish ministry
programs. Call 303-715-3156 for more
information.

Annual Vocations Walk: at Mother
Cabrini Shrine, 20189 Cabrini Blvd.,
Golden. Stations of the Cross, Mass
and free lunch. Call 303-282-3429 for
more information.
June 13: 10 a.m.- 2 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Our Hearts Were Burning: symposium
on evangelization. Talks, evangelization and Father Andreas Hock will deliver keynote address. JPII Center,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Cost $30,
including lunch. Call 303-715-3260.
May 30: 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
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OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS / PRIESTS
Rev. Hector Chiapa, administrator,
Sacred Heart Parish, Roggen; Holy
Family Parish, Keenesburg; Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish, Wiggins, effective
June 17, 2009, for a one-year period.
Rev. Lawrence Christensen, C.M.,
parochial vicar, Risen Christ Parish,
Denver, effective June 17, 2009, for a
three-year period. He will be in residence at the Vincentian House.
Very Rev. Gregory Cioch, V.F., pastor,
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Fort
Collins, effective June 17, 2009, for a
six-year period.
Rev. Jorge De Los Santos, full-time
vicar for Hispanic Ministry,
Archdiocese of Denver, effective June
17, 2009, ad nutum archiepiscopi. He
will be in residence at Christ the King
Parish House.
Rev. Luis Escandon, faculty member
of St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary, Denver, effective June 17,
2009, ad nutum archiepiscopi . He will
be in residence at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary.
Rev. Hernan Florez, pastor, St.
Theresa Parish, Frederick, and St.
Scholastica Parish, Erie, effective
June 17, 2009, for a six-year period.
Rev. Timothy Gaines, reappointed pastor, St. Louis Parish, Louisville, effective
June 17, 2009, for a six-year period.

Rev. Francisco Garcia, pastor, St.
John the Evangelist Parish,
Loveland, effective June 17, 2009 for
a six-year period.
Rev. Jude Geilenkirchen, granted retirement status, effective June 17,
2009.
Rev. Joseph Hartmann, pastor, Our
Lady of the Mountains Parish, Estes
Park, effective June 17, 2009, for a
six-year period.
Rev. Martin Hernandez, parochial
vicar, St. Clare of Assisi Parish,
Edwards, and its mission of St. Mary,
Eagle, effective June 17, 2009, for a
three-year period.
Rev. Timothy Hjelstrom, parochial
vicar, Our Lady of Fatima Parish,
Lakewood, effective June 17, 2009, for
a three-year period.
Msgr. Edward Hoffmann released from
pastoral duties so as to enter St.
Benedict Monastery, Snowmass, Colo.,
effective July 6, 2009. Priests from
the Priestly Fraternity of the
Missionaries of St. Charles Borromeo
will replace Msgr. Hoffmann and will be
named at an upcoming date.
Rev. Tadeusz Kopczynski, parochial
vicar, St. Peter Parish, Greeley, effective June 17, 2009, for a three-year
period.
Rev. Thomas Lynch, O.P., parochial

vicar, Immaculate Conception Parish,
Lafayette, effective June 17, 2009, for
a three-year period.
Rev. Mark Mallick, pastor, Sacred
Heart of Mary Parish, Boulder, effective June 17, 2009, for a six-year period.
Rev. Humberto Marquez, pastor, St.
Augustine Parish, Brighton, effective
June 17, 2009 for a six-year period.
Rev. Peter Mussett, reappointed
parochial vicar, St. Thomas Aquinas
Parish, Boulder, effective June 17,
2009, for a three-year period.
Rev. Michael O’Brien, reappointed pastor, St. Mary Parish, Aspen, effective
June 17, 2009, for a six-year period.
Rev. Rocco Porter, reappointed pastor, St. Peter Parish, Greeley, effective
June 17, 2009, for a six-year period.
Rev. Mario Ramirez, administrator, St.
Joseph Parish, Denver, effective June
17, 2009, for a one-year period.
Rev. Lorenzo Ricci, to be released
from pastoral duties in the
Archdiocese of Denver so as to do
missionary work with the
Neocatechumenal Way, effective June
17, 2009. The location of his ministry
to be announced.
Rev. Eustace Sequeira, S.J., pastor,
St. Ignatius Loyola Parish, Denver,

effective August 2, 2009, for a sixyear period.
Rev. William Smith, C.Ss.P., granted
presbyteral faculties and appointed
parochial vicar, St. Stephen Parish,
Glenwood Springs, effective June 17,
2009, until December 31, 2009.
Rev. James Spahn, reappointed pastor, Our Lady of the Valley Parish,
Windsor, and St. Mary Parish, Ault, effective June 17, 2009, for a six-year
period.

Rev. Felix Zermeno-Martin, reappointed parochial vicar, Our Lady of Grace
Parish, Denver, effective June 17,
2009, for a three-year period.
Bro. Michael Warren, O.M.V., granted
diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese
of Denver and appointed transitional
deacon, Holy Ghost Parish, Denver, effective June 1, 2009, until his ministry
in the archdiocese is completed.

Rev. David Stahl, reappointed pastor,
St. Mary Parish, Brush, and its mission
of St. John, Stoneham, effective June
17, 2009, for a six-year period.

The following are granted presbyteral
faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver
on the day of their ordination to their
priesthood (May 16, 2009) and appointed as follows:

Rev. Mel Thompson, reassigned
parochial vicar, St. Thomas More
Parish, Centennial, effective June 17,
2009, for a three-year period.

Rev. Carlos Wilson Bello, parochial
vicar, Holy Trinity Parish, Westminster,
effective June 17, 2009, for a threeyear period.

Rev. Joseph Tran, pastor, St. Anthony
Parish, Julesburg, and St. Peter
Parish, Crook, effective June 17, 2009,
for a six-year period.

Rev. Mauricio Bermudez, parochial
vicar, St. Helena Parish, Fort Morgan,
and its mission of St. Francis of Assisi,
Weldona, effective June 17, 2009, for
a three-year period.

Rev. Tomasz Wikarski, parochial vicar,
St. Mary Parish, Breckenridge, and
Our Lady of Peace Parish, Dillon, effective June 17, 2009, for a three-year
period.

Rev. José de Jesus Garcia, parochial
vicar, St. Augustine Parish, Brighton,
effective June 17, 2009, for a threeyear period.

Rev. Pawel Zborowski, parochial vicar,
St. Frances Cabrini Parish, Littleton,
effective June 17, 2009, for a threeyear period.

Rev. Joseph Toledo, parochial vicar,
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Fort
Collins, effective June 17, 2009, for a
three-year period.

mony responsibilities for the archdiocese, effective June 1, 2009.

Deacon Mario Martha-Pro, appointed
deacon at St. Helena’s Parish in Fort
Morgan effective Feb. 15, 2009.

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS / DEACONS
Deacon Candidate Ed Armijo, appointed deacon at St. John the Evangelist
Parish in Loveland, effective June 1,
2009.
Deacon Candidate Ross Casados, appointed deacon at Spirit of Christ Parish
in Arvada, effective June 1, 2009.
Deacon Candidate Jay Garland, appointed deacon at St. Jude’s Parish in

Lakewood, effective June 1, 2009.
Deacon Candidate Michael Magee, appointed deacon at Our Lady of Loreto
Parish in Foxfield, effective June 1,
2009.
Deacon Candidate William Martinez,
appointed deacon at Our Lady of
Guadalupe Parish in Denver, effective
June 1, 2009.

Deacon Candidate Richard Miller, appointed deacon at Our Lady of Loreto
Parish in Foxfield, effective June 1,
2009.
Deacon Candidate Robert Rinne, appointed deacon at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception
in Denver. Deacon Rinne will also be
assigned to conduct master of cere-

Deacon Candidate John Volk, appointed deacon at St. John the Baptist and
St. Nicholas Parishes in Johnstown,
effective June 1, 2009.
Deacon Candidate Richard Wilson, appointed deacon at St. Helena’s Parish
in Fort Morgan, effective June 1, 2009.

Deacon Bob Gregorius, released from
responsibilities at Our Lady of Loreto
in Foxfield and appointed to a temporary assignment at the Archdiocese of
Denver Diaconate Office effective May
1, 2009.
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