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Who’s under your carbon footprint?
Catholic group urges
being good stewards
of the planet
BY JOHN GLEASON
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POPE BENEDICT XVI observes a moment of silence
after laying a wreath in the
Hall of Remembrance at Yad
Vashem Holocaust memorial
in Jerusalem May 11.
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Greenhouse gas, carbon footprint and climate change are all
terms that one doesn’t hear
much at Mass, Bible study or
while on a retreat weekend. But
the concern for the physical
wellbeing of our planet is something for which all citizens need
to take responsibility. And, as
Catholics, we have a responsibility to take care of the world
God created for us as well as
those who might not be able to
take care of themselves.
“Today, the great gift of God’s
creation is exposed to serious
dangers and lifestyles which can
degrade it,” wrote Pope
Benedict XVI. “Environmental
pollution is making particularly
unsustainable the lives of the
poor of the world … we must
pledge ourselves to take care of
creation and to share its resources in solidarity.”
The Catholic Coalition on
Climate Change, launched in
2006, is a community that calls
on families and parishes to
come together to find new ways
to care for the planet. Primarily
funded by the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB),
the organization has launched
an unprecedented campaign to
take responsibility for our contribution to climate change and
do what we do best: to be advo-
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SPLINTERS of ice peel off from one of the sides of the Perito Moreno glacier during the Southern
Hemisphere's winter months in early July 2008 near El Calafate, Argentina. Archbishop Celestino
Migliore, the apostolic nuncio to the United Nations, says the debate on protecting the environment
and addressing climate change must consider human beings as stewards of ecology, not threats.
cates for those who will be left
out of the public policy debate
on climate change, namely the
poor.
This coalition provides a
forum to explore the issues and
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faith implications of climate
change; works to keep Catholics
in touch with state and diocesan
leaders who are promoting climate change activities; and
through articles, workshops and

presentations, encourages U.S.
Catholics to learn more about
climate change.
Betty Goebel is director of education for Colorado Interfaith

See Planet, Page 9
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VOCATIONS
ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

CHARLES J. CHAPUT
O.F.M. CAP.

Fervent love for God
converted an empire once;
it can do the same today
This week’s column is excerpted from Archbishop Chaput’s May 6
comments in New York to an American Bible Society (ABS) audience,
many of whom were non-Catholic Christians and young adults.
From a Pauline point of view, whether America is really 80 percent
or 50 percent or 10 percent Christian is unimportant. The only
thing that matters is what you and I do right now with the gift of
faith we’ve been given. God will do the work; he’s got a pretty good
track record when we don’t get in the way. Our job is to become the
best cooperators and instruments of his will that we can be.
One of the best things we can do for our own faith is to simply
turn off the noise around us one night a week. Computers, televisions, cell phones, DVD players, radios, iPods—turn them all off.
Not every night. Just one night. This is a very fruitful habit we can
borrow from Mormon families: one night a week spent reading,
talking with each other, listening to each other and praying over
Scripture. We can at least do that much. And if we do, we’ll discover
that eventually we’re sober again and not drunk on technology and
our own overheated consumer appetites.
Obviously we can’t ignore the forces that are reshaping our culture
and its vocabulary. I have no idea what American life will look like
in 50 years. But unless Christians get involved in public life and
work to advance their convictions in the public square, our nation
could be very different from anything the founders intended.
Many of you will live to see that future. In fact, many of you will
help create it by your choices. I’m in my mid-60s. The way that I
look at the world has been formed by the printed word. It’s up to
you to find a way to pour the word of God and the person of Jesus
Christ into human hearts shaped by different tools and new knowledge. You can’t do that by repudiating or withdrawing from the
world. You need to engage it. And if Paul could begin the conversion of an empire with nothing but a love for God—well, at least you
have nothing less than he did to work with.
The lesson of St. Paul, now and for every generation, is that we
need to engage the world with intelligence, a creative spirit and,
most importantly, charity, which “bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things” (I Cor 13:7).
But real charity depends on truth; not shallow courtesies and
not false compromises. Paul reminds us that charity “does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth” (I Cor 13:6).
In fact, no greater gift of love exists than sharing the truth with
others. Only God’s truth sets us free. Respect for others is always
a Christian duty. But it’s never an excuse for indifference to our
mission. It can never be separated from a zeal for God’s truth
about human nature and dignity.
Staying loyal to the truth in today’s unfriendly culture, which is
so badly wounded by what Pope Benedict XVI calls a “dictatorship of relativism,” is a tough task. The nature of truth is vital not
only to Paul’s theology, but to the substance of our faith. Jesus
himself did not claim to “preach” the truth but to be the truth.
That’s why a Christianity based only on technique or useful ideas
or a system of good social principles will always fail. Christianity
can only be anchored in a love for Jesus Christ.
The cross of Jesus Christ is not a “philosophy.” It’s an instrument of killing stained with the blood of a Person who was once
dead but is now alive. Only if we really believe the resurrection of
Jesus Christ in our bones, only if we endure in proclaiming that
truth, we will be able to repeat with St. Paul’s relief and joy: “I
have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept
the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me
on that Day” (2 Tim 4:7-8).
Thanks, and God bless you.
The full text of the archbishop’s May 6 ABS speech can be found
at archden.org.

Four to be ordained to priesthood;
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

On May 16, Archbishop Charles
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., will ordain
four men to the priesthood to
serve the Denver Archdiocese.
Three of the men attended
Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan
Missionary Seminary. One attended St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary. Two of the men are from
Mexico, one is from Colombia and
one is from the United States.

Carlos Wilson Bello Ayala
Age: 36
Where born and reared: Bogota,
Colombia
Seminary: Redemptoris Mater
Archdiocesan Missionary
Seminary

Q: Describe your educational
and professional background before entering formation.
A: I did my primary studies in a
public school in town. When I was
12 I entered a Catholic Salesian
school, the Don Bosco Center,
where along with the regular studies of high school and basic lessons
on the faith, I also gained technical
knowledge in carpentry. When I
was 18, my attention turned to science and I went to a public university where I studied for five years
and got a degree in chemistry as a
teacher. I taught chemistry to high
school students in preparation for
the state exam in my country; it was
short term because immediately I
entered a pre-seminary group.
Q: What first interested you in
the priesthood?
A: The possibility to evangelize,
that is, to announce the Gospel as
a missionary in precarious situations in my country.

Q: When did you first feel called
to the priesthood?
A: I never considered the possibility of being a priest until I began
to
participate
in
Neocatechumenal Way (a Vatican
approved, parish-based catechumenate) communities. Although I
was raised in a Catholic family and
studied some years in a Catholic
school, I left the Church once I
started my professional education.
When I got my degree, I found my
life was meaningless. In the middle
of that frustration, my parents invited me to a catechesis of the
Neocatechumenal Way. There I rediscovered the treasures of my
baptism and my way of seeing life
turned to a different direction.
After three and a half years of
meeting regularly with my community, I began to consider that
the Lord was perhaps calling me to
a vocation that I had not expected.
In a retreat with my community,
after an exhortation and appeal
from my catechists for vocations, I
stood up, offering myself as an instrument of the Lord for evangelization.
Q: What ultimately led you to
enter the seminary?
A: After I accepted that call from
the Lord I started to attend a
Neocatechumenal Way vocational
group. They encouraged me to
keep going to the community and
to do two things: go to Mass and
pray the rosary every day. After a
while I realized that in obeying I
was gaining spiritual strength and
my relationships with people
began to change. I was at peace
and experiencing a happiness that
I never had before. I was then sent
to a special retreat in Medellin

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
May 14: Baccalaureate Mass, Bishop Machebeuf
High School, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (7 p.m.)
May 15: Presbyteral Council meeting, JPII Center (1:30
p.m.), followed by College of Consultors’ meeting
May 16: Priesthood ordination, Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception (10 a.m.)
May 17: Mass and confirmation, Our Lady of the
Mountains Parish, Estes Park (10 a.m.); Blessing of
Pope John Paul II statue, Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception (5:30 p.m.); Mass and recognition of religious women jubilarians, Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
May 19: Mass, Justice for Immigrants Campaign,
Doubletree Hotel, Colorado Springs (noon); Mass
and confirmation, Our Lady of the Plains Parish,
Byers (7 p.m.)

where there is a Redemptoris
Mater Seminary. I was again asked
if I was willing to go to any part of
the world to evangelize. My answer
was yes and I was sent to the seminary of Denver.
Q: Where did you find support
for your call to the priesthood?
A: First in the community in
which I found this vocation and
then in my parents. I also found
support in the catechists who initiated me in the community. Most of
the people who were around me at
that time supported me, prayed
for me and encouraged me.
Q: What are you most looking
forward to about the priesthood?
A: To help people to know the
love of God in their lives, to administer the sacraments and to bring a
word of consolation.
Q: What do you find most
daunting about the priesthood?
A: To learn about a new parish
and different people from those at
Sacred Heart of Jesus in Boulder,
where I served as a deacon. It is
also going to be a big change because I will have a different role
from the one of deacon to priest.
Q: What has been your favorite
class or aspect of seminary life?
A: My favorite aspect has been
the life of the seminary itself.
Although there have been difficult
moments, I have learned a new
way of life. I have experienced the
importance of having genuine
Christian relationships, that is,
communion among my brothers,
formators and teachers. All the aspects of the seminary such as
prayer, studies, physical works,
and others have provided me with
tools for my ministry. I will take
with me this Christian way of life I

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
May 13: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
May 14: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
May 15: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.);
Presbyteral Council meeting, JPII Center (1:30
p.m.), followed by College of Consultors’ meeting
May 16: Priesthood ordination, Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception (10 a.m.); Mass and
confirmation, St. Joseph Parish, Golden (5:15 p.m.)
May 17: Mass, Mother of God Parish (7 a.m.); Mass
and confirmation, St. Michael the Archangel Parish,
Aurora (12:30 p.m.)
May 18: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
May 19: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.);
Dinner to honor Augustine Institute graduates, St.
Mary Parish, Littleton (6 p.m.)
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Catholic media: How the
three hail from foreign countries ‘good news’ gets around
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER
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JOSÉ DE JESÚS
GARCÍA
PEDREGUERA

JOSEPH
TOLEDO
PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DCR

learned at Redemptoris Mater
Seminary.
Q: What is your favorite pastime?
A: I like many sports; soccer is
my favorite. Woodworking and
other manual works are enjoyable
too, as well as spiritual reading,
primarily the lives of the saints.
Q: Is there a particular talent
or gift you feel you bring to the
Church as a whole?
A: I play the flute and I like carpentry.
Q: In today’s world, a call to
celibacy is seen as radical, if not
impossible. How have you reconciled the priesthood’s call to
celibacy with this challenging
cultural perspective?
A: I also thought that celibacy
was impossible, but in this time
of seminary life the Lord has revealed to me something of this
reality. I have experienced that
my ultimate end is not to have
children or a wife, but that my
fulfillment is in knowing the Lord
and desiring to do his will. This
experience has given me happiness and peace.
Q: If you have been on mission
as part of your formation thus
far, share where you went and
what you learned from that experience.
A: I was sent to an island in the
Caribbean—Turks and Caicos—
with another seminarian and two
priests. This chain of islands has a
British background; therefore,
the Anglican Church is more
prominent. I was on the island of
Providenciales for one year, on
the island of Grand Turk for one
year and in a parish in Peoria, Ill.,
last year. The experience that
struck me the most was in the islands. The people who attend
Mass are mostly immigrants;
some are from the Dominican
Republic, many are from Haiti
and a few are from Englishspeaking countries like Canada,
the United States, Trinidad and
Tobago, Guyana, etc. There are
three different Masses on
Sunday: in English, Creole
(Haitian native tongue) and
Spanish. We also prepared children to receive the sacraments so
we gave catechism classes once a
week in English. I learned a lot in

practical training from the priests
and also learned things that I
never expected, like helping in
the different aspects of the mission parish, which sometimes included cooking, sweeping and
mopping the church.
Q: Can you recall a particular
moment when you have been
called to give testimony to your
faith, or more particularly, to
your vocation to the priesthood?
A: When I was assigned as a
deacon to preach at Mass I was
afraid of two things: that people
would not understand me because of my accent and what I
was to say—the truth the Church
teaches may offend certain liberal audiences you can sometimes
find in the Church. It was a real
challenge in which I was called to
faith: the Lord brought me here
for a mission and this is the reason I am here. In my first homilies
there were few reactions that
were encouraging. Some people
really made an effort to understand the message and some
were grateful, after a while I
gained confidence in speaking. I
have felt the Lord putting the
words in my mouth with strength
and many people have been
grateful to hear the good news. At
that moment I understood that
the Lord is the one who is doing
this work despite my incapability.

Mauricio Bermudez Hernandez
Age: 29
Where born and reared: Puebla,
Puebla, Mexico
Seminary: St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary

Q: Describe your educational
and professional background before entering formation.
A: I have a bachelor’s degree in
philosophy. I studied at the
Universidad Popular Autonoma
de Puebla in Puebla. I got my degree in 2003.
Q: What first interested you in
the priesthood?
A: Confession. I always went to
Catholic schools; I remember that
every Friday a priest went to my
school to hear confessions. He was
one of the most compassionate
and loving priests I have ever met
in my life. He was a great confessor.

Every time I went to confession I
really experienced the love and
forgiveness of God. I hope that
God will give me the grace of being
a great confessor, too.
Q: When did you first feel called
to the priesthood?
A: I started thinking of the priesthood when I was a kid, probably
about 10 years old, but it wasn’t
until I was 16 that I seriously
thought about it. I entered the
seminary when I was 18.
Q: What ultimately led you to
enter the seminary?
A: God’s love.
Q: Where did you find support
for your call to the priesthood?
A: First with a priest friend of
mine who took me seriously and
never put my vocation down.
Later, my family. For them at first it
was hard, but after I joined the
seminary and they saw how happy
I was they supported (and still support) my vocation. My best friends
gave me full support as well.
Q: What are you most looking
forward to about the priesthood?
A: To celebrate Mass and to hear
confessions. I can’t wait to be an
instrument of God’s love celebrating the sacraments.
Q: What do you find most
daunting about the priesthood?
A: The demands of people.
Sometimes people forget that we
are not perfect and that we make
mistakes. However, I also trust that
God moves hearts and things will
work fine.
Q: What has been your favorite
class or aspect of seminary life or
diaconate?
A: Liturgy. I love liturgy.
Q:What is your favorite pastime?
A: Watching movies, cooking
and spending time with friends.
Q: Is there a particular talent or
gift you feel you bring to the
Church as a whole?
A: I’m a great cook—at least it’s
what people tell me! I love art;
every once in a while I draw and do
art projects. However, right now I
do not have much time for that.
Q: In today’s world, a call to
celibacy is seen as radical, if not
impossible. How have you reconciled the priesthood’s call to
celibacy with this challenging cultural perspective?

See Ordinations, Page 6

If Jesus Christ were on earth
today, how would he spread his
message of salvation? Would he use
television, radio, newspapers, text
messages, billboards, DVDs, or
would Jesus be … on the Internet?
The Catholic Communication
Campaign believes Jesus would use
as many means as possible, and
that is why it supports projects that
use the entire array of media tools
available today to evangelize and
promote Gospel values.
So asserts the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops in materials promoting this year’s Catholic
Communication Campaign (CCC)
collection, to be taken up the weekend of May 16-17. Established 30
years ago to respond to the national and local communications
needs of the Church, the collection
is unique in that proceeds are split
equally between each participating
diocese and the national office.
The Denver Archdiocese uses its
share of the collection to support
its newspapers, the 109-year-old
Denver Catholic Register and the
Spanish-language El Pueblo
Católico; to maintain the archdiocese’s Web site, archden.org; to
minister to the homebound
through the “Televised Mass,”
which airs Sunday mornings on
KBDI Channel 12; and to hold lectures and seminars that inform
and catechize the public.
On the national level, the CCC
collection helps support the production of a wide range of media
initiatives that are carried out by
USCCB staff such as the Web site
and audio/video coverage of Pope
Benedict’s historic visit to the
United States in April 2008. At
usccb.org/ccc/ one can access
video reflections on the daily
Scripture readings, insightful interviews with prominent Catholics
and audio podcasts of the daily
readings. An Internet resource site
with a wealth of information to
help couples build strong marriages can be accessed at
ForYourMarriage.org. Movie and
television show reviews can be
found at usccb.org/movies/.
Examples of how donations to
the Catholic Communication
Campaign connect people with
the word of God include:
• 7 million unique visitors—an
average of 1.2 million visitors each
month—listened to the New
American Bible daily readings
from January through June in 2008
at usccb.org.
• The Holy Father’s U.S. visit inspired 602,000 unique visitors to
explore uspapalvisit.org from the
site’s launch through May 1, 2008.
• Audio programs such as “Lino
at Large,” “Tu Compañero
Católico” and “Radio Soliel” in
Haiti reach hundreds of thousands
of listeners literally around the
world, in multiple languages.

ARCHDIOCESE ON
NEW MEDIA
Check out the Denver
Archdiocese’s new media tools:
“Friend” us on Facebook at
facebook.com, Profile: Catholic
Archdiocese of Denver
“Become a Friend” of
Archbishop Chaput at face
book.com, Celebrity Profile:
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput
“Subscribe” to our YouTube account at youtube.com/archdioceseofdenver
Podcasts & RSS feeds: Listen to
Archbishop Chaput and Bishop
Conley’s homilies at archden.org

• Sister Survivors: Religious
Life under Eastern European
Communism, a documentary
being produced by the Sisters of
St. Joseph, will honor the
women religious who endured
persecution and difficulties
under communist regimes in
Eastern Europe and the former
Soviet Union.
For World Communications
Day 2009, observed May 24,
Pope Benedict XVI chose the
theme: “New Technologies, New
Relationships: Promoting a
Culture of Respect, Dialogue
and Friendship.” The theme is a
reminder to media professionals
of the responsibility they have to
use new technology for the common good.
“In the early life of the Church,
the great Apostles and their disciples brought the ‘good news’ of
Jesus to the Greek and Roman
world,” the pontiff notes. “Just
as, at that time, a fruitful evangelization required that careful
attention be given to understanding the culture and customs of those pagan peoples so
that the truth of the Gospel
would touch their hearts and
minds, so also today, the proclamation of Christ in the world of
new technologies requires a profound knowledge of this world if
the technologies are to serve our
mission adequately.”
On Catholic Communication
Campaign Collection weekend,
parishioners will be asked to reflect about the role of communications in their faith lives and the
benefits of having Catholic-produced resources for television,
radio, print and the Internet, and
to continue to help spread the
‘good news’ through the media.
The Communications Office of
the Denver Archdiocese asks
that the faithful continue to be
generous in their support of the
CCC collection. It really is “How
the ‘good news’ gets around” in
the archdiocese and across the
world.
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

What ‘Church’ does
Notre Dame belong to?
Of all the commentary I’ve read on Notre Dame’s decision to invite President Obama to receive an honorary doctorate of laws as
the university’s 2009 commencement speaker, the most disturbing
came from Father Kenneth Himes of the Boston College theology
department. In a Boston Globe story about Professor Mary Ann
Glendon’s courageous (and correct) decision to decline Notre
Dame’s Laetare Medal because the university had defied the U.S.
bishops’ policy barring honors for pro-abortion politicians at
Catholic events, Father Himes said this:
“There are some well-meaning people who think Notre Dame has
given away its Catholic identity, because they have been caught up
in the gamesmanship of American higher education, bringing in a
star commencement speaker even if that means sacrificing their
values, and that accounts for some of this …. But one also has to say
that there is a political game going on here, and part of that is that
you demonize the people who disagree with you, you question their
integrity, you challenge their character, and you brand these people
as moral poison. Some people have simply reduced Catholicism to
the abortion issue, and consequently, they have simply launched a
crusade to bar anything from Catholic institutions that smacks of
any sort of open conversation.”
I trust Father Himes is not referring here to Professor Glendon, or
William McGurn of the Wall Street Journal, or Father Wilson
Miscamble, CSC, of the Notre Dame faculty, or me, or other serious
critics of Notre Dame’s decision. For if Father Himes is suggesting
that any of us has demonized the president, branded him “moral
poison,” reduced Catholicism to the abortion issue, or summoned a
crusade to eliminate debate at Catholic colleges and universities, he
is perilously close to committing calumny. Yes, there are self-serving
nuts in the forest, some of whom have seized the Obama/Notre
Dame issue for their own purposes. By why does Father Himes waste
time bashing fringe crazies? Why not engage the arguments of the
serious critics? Why not attempt a theologically coherent defense of
what seems an incomprehensible decision—awarding an honorary
doctorate of laws to a man determined to enshrine in law something
the Catholic Church regards as a gross violation of justice?
Another colleague (and Notre Dame grad), Professor Russell
Hittinger, who holds the William K. Warren Chair in Catholic Studies
at the University of Tulsa, clarified one key facet of this controversy
in an e-mail. Notre Dame, he suggested, has adopted a “purely
American low-church position of [institutional] autonomy,” by acting as if the local bishop, John D’Arcy, has nothing to say to which
the university must pay serious attention—although Bishop D’Arcy,
a longtime Notre Dame booster, was speaking for the settled position of the American episcopate in asking the university’s president,
Father John Jenkins, CSC, to reconsider his decision to honor
Obama. As Professor Hittinger continued, this fracas “has nothing
to do with academic freedom nor with ecclesiastical supervision of
routine academic procedures and judgments. It is ecclesiological all
the way down—what Church is Notre Dame ‘in,’ if any? ... Notre
Dame is speaking and acting as though it were not a member of the
local Church, let alone Rome.”
That’s exactly right. There’s also a high-stakes “political game”
here, though not the one Father Himes suggests. The Obama administration is full of very smart political operators. Reading last
November’s electoral entrails, they’ve sensed the possibility of driving a wedge through the Catholic community in America, dividing
Catholics from their bishops and thus securing the majority
Catholic vote Obama received in 2008. And they’ve shrewdly judged
that the soft underbelly of Catholic resistance to the Obama administration’s radical agenda on the life issues is composed of Catholic
intellectuals, their prestige institutions (like Notre Dame and
Georgetown), and their opinion journals—the very people and
opinion centers who claimed last year that Obama was the true prolife candidate. It’s a clever move on the political chessboard, and
barring extraordinary actions from the bishops, it will likely meet
with considerable success.
Politics aside, though, the crucial question remains this: just what
Church are Notre Dame and its supporters “in,” anyway?

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

May 17: Sixth Sunday of Easter
Scripture readings:
• Acts 10:25-48
• Psalm 98:1-4
• 1 John 4:7-10
• John 15:9-17
Overview: Most of us know the
first commandment: “You shall
have no other gods but me.” And
you probably know the “great
commandment”: “Love God and
love your neighbor.” But do you
know what the “new commandment” is? (John 13:34: “Love one
another; as I have loved you, so
you also should love one another”). This week’s readings emphasize the centrality of God’s love,
which is the heart of the Gospel.
Such love is vividly revealed in the
death and resurrection of the Lord
Jesus Christ. The most important
effect of the Resurrection is the gift
of the Holy Spirit, demonstrated in
the first reading as Cornelius and
his entire household receives the

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Pope’s trip strengthens
Catholic-Jewish relations
Pope Benedict XVI’s visit to
Israel is a historic positive step
forward for Vatican-Israel and
Catholic-Jewish relations.
This important trip reaffirms
Pope Benedict’s commitment to
continue to strengthen relations
between the Vatican and the State
of Israel, begun under his predecessor Pope John Paul II. In recent months, Pope Benedict XVI
has reconfirmed the Catholic
Church’s unqualified repudiation
of anti-Semitism and Holocaust
denial.
He has taught that Christians
should gain a new respect for the
Jewish interpretation of the
Torah. He has also asserted that
God’s covenant and promises to
the Jewish people are alive and irrevocable, further demonstrating
his belief that Jews are “beloved
brothers and sisters.”
The Anti-Defamation League

Holy Spirit. This event occurs at
the end of Peter’s discourse after he
proclaims the universality of God’s
love: “Truly, I see that God shows
no partiality.” In the second reading, John makes a simple but revolutionary statement: “God is
love”—a message that “turned the
whole world upside down” (Acts
17:6). In this week’s Gospel Jesus
explains what God’s love looks like
when he says, “Greater love has no
man than this: that he lay down his
life for his friends.” In the previous
chapter, Jesus tells his disciples
that if they love him and keep his
commandments he will send
them the Spirit of Truth (Jn 14:15).
All three readings add up to one vitally important point: love is not
merely a nice idea or a general
statement about God; it is an event
that changes lives.
Key verse: “In this is love: not
that we have loved God, but that
he loved us and sent his Son as expiation for our sins” (1 Jn 4:10).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “By giving up his own
Son for our sins, God manifests
that his plan for us is one of benevolent love, prior to any merit on
our part: ‘In this is love, not that we
loved God but that he loved us and
shares Pope Benedict XVI’s goal of
making the world a better place
to live for people of all religions
and races, and we welcome his efforts to continue to improve
Catholic-Jewish relations.
Bruce H. DeBoskey
Mountain States Regional
Director
Anti-Defamation League

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize
that the opinions expressed in letters to
the editor are those of the author and
are not necessarily those of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Letters
containing plainly misstated facts,
misinformation or libelous statements
will not be printed. Unsigned letters will
not be printed. Letters will be edited.
Send letters to: Editor, Denver Catholic
Register, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO
80210 or fax to 303-715-2045. E-mail
us at: editor@archden.org.

THE SAINTS: ST. SERVATIUS
Died C. 384
Feast –
May 13
Possibly
Armenian
by birth,
Servatius
zealously
supported Athanasius in his
long struggle for Christian
orthodoxy. He was bishop of
Tongeren, Belgium, one of the

earliest dioceses in Europe’s
Low Countries. He introduced
Christianity to the Netherlands
and became the first bishop of
Maastricht, where he built a
church dedicated to Mary over a
Roman temple, still an
important religious site. A welltraveled diplomat, Servatius
attended several church
councils and was a determined
foe of the Arian heresy. He is
the patron saint of Maastricht.
© 2007 CNS

sent his Son to be the expiation for
our sins.’ God ‘shows his love for us
in that while we were yet sinners
Christ died for us’” (No. 604).
Pope Benedict XVI: “Being
Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the
encounter with an event, a person,
which gives life a new horizon and
a decisive direction. In acknowledging the centrality of love,
Christian faith has retained the
core of Israel’s faith, while at the
same time giving it new depth and
breadth. In a world where the
name of God is sometimes associated with vengeance or even a
duty of hatred and violence, this
message is both timely and significant” (“Deus Caritas Est,” 1).
Application: The proposition
“God is love” who “shows no partiality” is a message that desperately needs to be heard today.
Springtime brings a profusion of
sunlight and yet countless people
languish in the darkness of despair
because they do not know the love
of God. “You are the light of the
world,” Jesus said. The light of
truth, which Christ has entrusted
to his Church, dispels the darkness
of doubt and replaces it with hope
and joy.

Denver prelate
speaks on role
of religion in
American life
NEW YORK CITY—On May 7,
Denver Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput spoke on the role of religion in American life as he accepted an award from the Becket
Fund for Religious Liberty.
“If we stick religion in the closet like a dangerously eccentric
in-law,” the prelate said,
“American public life can’t work
as its founders and framers intended.”
His remarks were made at the
annual awards dinner of the
Becket Fund, during which he
accepted the Canterbury Medal,
which is given to those who have
“most resolutely refused to render to Caesar that which is
God’s.”
Past Canterbury Medalists include Nobel Peace Prize recipient Elie Wiesel, Governor and
Mrs. Mitt Romney, Prison
Fellowship founder Chuck
Colson, financiers Foster Friess
and Ted Forstmann, and former
U.S. Ambassadors to the Vatican
James R. Nicholson and Mary
Ann Glendon.
“We are especially proud to
add Archbishop Chaput to this
distinguished list,” said Becket
Fund President Kevin “Seamus”
Hasson. “He is neither shy nor

See Chaput, Page 7
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Q: DOES GOD NEED US?
A: God is love (1 Jn 4:8). In
lustrated in the story of
his boundless goodness, God
Adam and Eve who, after eatdesired a creature made in
ing the forbidden fruit hid
his own “image and likeness”
themselves from God. Not
(Gn 1:26); one, like himself,
abandoning them to sin, howwho could also love
ever, God sought
and thus share the
them, saying,
divine life. The
“Where are you?”
“Catechism of the
In the fullness of
Catholic Church”
time, God became
says: “God, infiniteman to seek and
ly perfect and
save the lost (Lk
blessed in himself,
19:10). Expressing
in a plan of sheer
his desire for each
goodness freely
and every person,
JAMES
created man to
Jesus said to the
CAVANAGH
make him share in
woman at the well,
his own blessed
“Give me somelife” (No. 1) and “Man is the
thing to drink” (Jn 4:7).
only creature on earth that
Jesus’ thirst, the Catechism
God has willed for its own
tells us, “arises from the
sake” (No. 356).
depths of God’s desire for us.
God thirsts that we may
God does not “need” us in
the sense that he is somehow thirst for him” (No. 2560).
dependent on us or incomplete without us. But God
does desire us. More precisely, God desires to give himself
to us. C.S. Lewis said it beautifully, “In God there is no
hunger that needs to be
filled; only plenteousness
that desires to give.” The
yearning of God for man is il-

This week’s apologist is
James Cavanagh, director of
Evangelization and
Catechesis for Metro Area
Parishes and writer of the
Denver Catholic Register’s
Breaking Open the Word
Scripture reflections.

4. Both believers and scoffers
agree that all but the final
plague have this in common:

What was the basic
reason for the plagues
in ancient Egypt?

a. They are all also consistent
with natural phenomena;

BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
The recent advent of swine flu
evokes memories of ancient
plagues. This quiz looks at a very
specific set of plagues.
1. The plagues associated with
Egypt are described first in this
book of the Bible:

b. They all begin with the
Hebrew letter “Joth” same as
the name “Jahweh”;
c. They are the same issues that
the Hebrews had to deal with in
the desert.
5. The first plague turned this
river red:
a. The Nile;
b. The Tigris;
c. The Red Sea or Reed Sea.

b. Exodus;

6. The next included these
creatures whose legs are a
French delicacy:

c. Plagues.

a. Horses;

2. The basic reason for the
plagues was:

b. Frogs;

a. Genesis;

a. Moses wished to seek revenge
for the enslavement of the
Hebrews;
b. To persuade Pharaoh to let
the Hebrews go;

c. Truffles.
7. This natty term may refer to a
variety of insects as this it is
somewhat vague:
a. Dragonflies;
b. Beetles;

c. To convince Pharaoh to give
up Aton and worship JHWH.

c. Gnats.

3. How many plagues were
there?

8. And this next even had its
own lord, Beelzebub:

a. 13, this was the origin of 13
being considered unlucky;

b. Baal;

b. 12—one for each tribe of Israel;

c. Newts.

c. 10, same as the
Commandments.

a. Flies;

ANSWERS: 1. b, 2.b, 3.c, 4.a, 5.a,
6.b, 7.c, 8.a

ASK AN APOLOGIST

THE CATEQUIZ’EM

Faithful invited to Mass
celebrated by cardinal
The public is invited to take part
in a 10:30 a.m. Mass May 24 at the
Cathedral
Basilica
of
the
Immaculate Conception. Cardinal
Francis Arinze, former head of the
Vatican Office for Liturgy, will be
the main celebrant. The cardinal,
who recently retired after six years
at the Vatican, is coming to Denver
to speak on the new evangelization
during a May 22 banquet at the
John Paul II Center as well as serve
as homilist and deliver the commencement address during the
graduation Mass for the Augustine
Institute on May 23. The cathedral
is located at 1530 Logan St. in
downtown Denver.

Transfer of Ascension
The Solemnity of the Ascension
of the Lord is transferred in the
Archdiocese of Denver from
Thursday, May 21 to Sunday, May
24. On Nov. 16, 1998, the U.S. bishops voted to allow the bishops of
each ecclesiastical province to
move the solemnity of the
Ascension to the seventh Sunday of
Easter. When work schedules vary
so much, when so many weekday
events and activities compete for
our attention, more Roman
Catholics will be able to participate
in the celebration of the Ascension
on Sunday. Also, presiders, liturgical musicians and other ministers
will be able to devote more time
and care to this important celebration in the Easter season.
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Ordinations
From Page 3
A: It’s interesting that people ask
me that question very often. I always say that to be celibate is not
impossible. It’s hard—but not impossible. It requires a lot of prayer
and keeping in mind the commitment I made with God and his
Church. Our culture tells us that
money and sex are the only things
that can make us happy. If that
were the case, then there is no way
I would be happy at all because I
have neither. However, I can assure you that I’m really happy and
fulfilled with my life.
Q: Can you recall a particular
moment when you have been
called to give testimony to your
faith, or more particularly, to
your vocation to the priesthood?
A: I have given talks about my
vocation several times. I remember one question I got in particular. A guy, about 16 or 17, asked
me if I was ever afraid of saying
yes to God’s call. I told him that
actually I was. But I also told him
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that once I realized the joy God
brought to my life fear was not
there anymore. Sometimes people forget that when God calls us
it’s because he is inviting us to
live a greater life—he is calling us
to live in intimacy with him and
nothing is greater than that. How
could anyone have fear when
God is with us? After I told him
that, this guy had a huge smile
and about a year later he joined a
religious community. That was
the best recognition I have had in
my life.

José de Jesús García
Pedreguera
Age: 35
Where born and reared: Orizaba,
Veracruz, Mexico
Seminary: Redemptoris Mater
Archdiocesan Missionary
Seminary

Q: Describe your education
and professional background
before entering formation.
A: Degree in pharmacy,
Universidad
Veracruzana
(Mexico), 1996

Q: What first interested you in
the priesthood?
A: I never thought about being
a priest. I had a different plan for
my life that was not the same
plan that the Lord had for me.
However, after entering the
Neocatechumenal Way (a Vatican
approved parish-based catechumenate), I was touched by the
zeal of many priests sharing the
good news and giving their lives
for it. I was touched by our Holy
Father John Paul II who was full
of eagerness, passion and love for
God and the people, and ready to
do God’s will.
Q: When did you first feel
called to the priesthood?
A: I discovered my vocation to
the priesthood in the Catholic
Church in a Christian community of the Neocatechumenal Way. I
felt this call in 1993, in a meeting
with all the youths of the
Neocatechumenal
Way
in
Mexico. This was in preparation
for World Youth Day in Denver
with the Holy Father John Paul II.
But I did not answer the Lord because I had another plan for my
life and I was full of fear. However,
through this community the Lord
pursued me, and in 1997 when
the Holy Father John Paul II came
to Mexico, I heard him say, “Do
not be afraid to open your heart
to Christ.” I could not say no to
the call of God and the need to
give my life for the announcement of the Gospel. So in another
meeting with the youths of the
communities I decided to follow
the Lord.
Q: What ultimately led you to
enter the seminary?
A: The help of my community
in Orizaba, Veracruz, Mexico,
who prayed for me to discern my
call. And my time with the Way’s
vocational group of my city. It
was through my community and
the vocational group that I saw
God was calling me to enter the
seminary.
Q: Where did you find support
for your call to the priesthood?
A: A great support for my vocation is my brothers and sisters of
my Neocatechumenal Way communities in Mexico (San Felipe
Neri Parish) and Denver (St.
Thomas More Parish). I also find
a great help through my seminary rector, Father Florián Martín
Calama; my vice rector, Father
Federico Colautti; and my brother
seminarians
from
Redemptoris Mater Seminary.
Q: What are you most looking
forward to about the priesthood?
A: What I am most looking forward to is to do the will of God in
my first assignment as a priest; to
help in the parish and to celebrate the sacraments.
Q: What do you find most
daunting about the priesthood?
A: The responsibility that God
is entrusting to me. But I am sure
God will give me the strength and
wisdom to carry out this responsibility that comes with the call
he is giving me.
Q: What has been your favorite
class or aspect of seminary life or
diaconate?

A: My favorite classes have been
those on the Scriptures and the
sacraments, which help in one’s
life as a priest. I am also grateful for
my time helping at St. Joseph
Parish in Denver with Father Jorge
De Los Santos from whom I
learned many things about parish
life and the zeal to serve the people. And I am thankful to all the
parishioners of St. Joseph for their
prayers and support.
Q: What is your favorite pastime?
A: Playing soccer, reading
books and listening to music.
Q: Is there a particular talent
or gift you feel you bring to the
Church as a whole?
A: I think the fact that I am
bilingual. The Lord may use me
to reach both communities,
Spanish and English speaking.
Q: If you have been on mission
as part of your formation thus
far, share where you went and
what you learned from that experience.
A: I spent two and half years in
Oregon and Washington State
and six months in Hawaii. It was
a great time in which God
showed me his mercy, providence and that he is the one leading the mission.

Joseph Toledo
Age: 29
Where born and reared:
Bridgeport, Conn.
Seminary: Redemptoris Mater
Archdiocesan Missionary
Seminary

Q: Describe your educational
and professional background before entering formation.
A: I graduated from Kolbe
Cathedral High School in June
1999 and entered Redemptoris
Mater Seminary in Denver that
fall.
Q: What first interested you in
the priesthood?
A: Seeing the pastor in my
parish. As a young child I was fascinated with all the movements he
made and wanted to copy everything he did. Also Pope John Paul
II, who was traveling despite his
old age and illness, was an important sign to me.
Q: When did you first feel called
to the priesthood?
A: I first felt called to the priesthood in Loreto, Italy, in 1995. I attended a pilgrimage with my
Neocatechumenal Way community to see Pope John Paul II. Kiko
Arguello (an initiator of the Way),
during a youth meeting after the
Mass with the Holy Father, made a
vocational call and I found myself
answering the call. In 1993, when
the Holy Father was in Denver for
World Youth Day, he kept repeating “Be not afraid.” At 13 I was not
exactly sure what that meant, but
later I understood that he was
telling me to have courage and not
fear the will of God for my life.
Q: What ultimately led you to
enter the seminary?
A:
The
help
of
a
Neocatechumenal Way vocational
group that I was a part of after the

1995 Youth Day in Italy. Through
that group and the priest that was
leading it I saw that God was calling me to enter the seminary. My
Neocatechumenal Way community in Bridgeport was also a great
help for me in discerning my call.
Q: Where did you find support
for your call to the priesthood?
A: In my Neocatechumenal
Way community at St. Raphael’s
in Bridgeport, Conn. It helped me
to understand myself better. The
community also provided me a
place where I could go when I
was having difficulties or doubts
about my call to the priesthood.
Q: What are you most looking
forward to about the priesthood?
A: I am most looking forward to
celebrating the holy Eucharist
and hearing confessions.
Q: What do you find most
daunting about the priesthood?
A: The responsibility. But I
know that God will give me the
strength to accept the great responsibility that comes with the
call God is giving me.
Q: What has been your favorite
class or aspect of seminary life or
diaconate?
A: My favorite aspect of the diaconate was working in the
parish of Our Lady of Fatima, especially helping in RCIA, preparing the children for first confession, Eucharist, and the youth for
confirmation. I also enjoyed very
much visiting the sick and bringing them Communion.
Q: What is your favorite pastime?
A: There is not much time in
the seminary for pastimes but my
favorites these last months have
been going for a walk around the
John Paul II Center and going to
the mountains.
Q: In today’s world, a call to
celibacy is seen as radical, if not
impossible. How have you reconciled the priesthood’s call to
celibacy with this challenging
cultural perspective?
A: I have reconciled it by constantly leaning on God for help
and support. The first thing I
have to realize is that celibacy is a
gift from God and not something
that is dependent on my strength
or on my ability.
Q: If you have been on mission
as part of your formation thus
far, share where you went and
what you learned from that experience.
A: I spent six months in
Georgia and two and half years in
Minnesota and Arkansas. During
that time I learned that having a
vocation is serious because people out in the world are really suffering and are in need of priests.
Q: Can you recall a particular
moment when you have been
called to give testimony to your
faith, or more particularly, to
your vocation to the priesthood?
A: Frequently when I am in the
airport and wearing my clerics
people will approach me with
questions, which I try to answer.
This is another way for me to see
the doubts and difficulties that
people struggle with in these
times.

WO R L D/ N AT I O N l 7

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l MAY 13, 2009

In Holy Land, pope condemns anti-Semitism

Chaput

BY CINDY WOODEN

From Page 4

JERUSALEM (CNS)—Reaching
Israel, the country at the heart of
his pilgrimage to the Holy Land,
Pope Benedict XVI condemned
anti-Semitism and prayed for a
new era in which all believers in
the one God would live in peace
and treat each other with respect
and justice.
In his arrival speech May 11 at
Ben Gurion airport in Tel Aviv, the
pope prayed that Isaiah’s prophecy
would be fulfilled and all the peoples of the world would walk along
God’s paths—”paths of peace and
justice, paths that lead to reconciliation and harmony.”
The pope was welcomed at the
airport with warm handshakes
from Israeli President Shimon
Peres and Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, as well as
the greetings of other government
officials and representatives from
Israel’s Christian, Jewish and
Muslim communities.
From the moment he arrived,
the German-born pope honored
the memory of the 6 million Jews
killed by the Nazis during World
War II and condemned antiSemitism, which “continues to rear
its ugly head in many parts of the
world.”
“This is totally unacceptable,” he
said.
Pope Benedict told the leaders,
“I come, like so many others before
me, to pray at the holy places, to
pray especially for peace—peace
here in the Holy Land, and peace
throughout the world.”
The pope said that although
Jerusalem means “city of peace,”
unfortunately, “for decades peace
has tragically eluded the inhabitants of this holy land.”
“The eyes of the world are upon
the peoples of this region as they
struggle to achieve a just and lasting solution to the conflicts that
have caused so much suffering,”
Pope Benedict said.
As he had said in Jordan on the
first leg of his trip, Pope Benedict
told Israelis that peace and justice
in the region require respect for the
religious identity of each person,
guaranteed access to their holy
sites and an acknowledgment of
the right of both Israelis and
Palestinians to live in peace “in a
homeland of their own within secure and internationally recognized borders.”
Speaking at the airport, Peres
told the pope he saw the papal trip
as “an important spiritual mission
of the highest order: a mission of
peace; a mission of planting seeds
of tolerance and uprooting the
weeds of fanaticism.”
The president said, “We have
made peace with Egypt and
Jordan, and we are in negotiations
to make peace with the
Palestinians; we may also arrive at
a comprehensive regional peace in
the near future.”
Seeing the pope off at the airport
in Amman that morning, Jordan’s
King Abdullah II said, “It is vital to

make justice real for those who
suffer today, whether from occupation, deprivation or disrespect.”
“For too long the Middle East
has been entangled in conflict,”
the king told the pope. “The
Palestinian people, in particular,
have suffered under occupation
and its evil. It is time this situation
ended through a settlement that
will guarantee the Palestinians
their rights to freedom and statehood and give Israelis the acceptance and security they need.”
The king said, “The two-state solution”—fully independent and
recognized nations for Israelis and
for Palestinians—”enjoys the support of the international community precisely because it offers the
only promise of lasting peace.”
As he began his visit to Israel and

the Palestinian territories, Pope
Benedict had a special word of encouragement for the area’s
Christian communities
“By your faithful witness to him
who preached forgiveness and reconciliation, by your commitment
to uphold the sacredness of every
human life, you can make a particular contribution to ending the
hostilities that for so long have afflicted this land,” the pope said.
In a region marked by the continuing emigration of Christians,
the pope told Catholics of the Holy
Land, “I pray that your continuing
presence in Israel and the
Palestinian territories will bear
much fruit in promoting peace
and mutual respect among all the
peoples who live in the land of the
Bible.”

soft-spoken when he believes
religious liberty in general or his
Roman Catholic faith are in
jeopardy. It is we who are honored by his acceptance of our
medal.”
“Freedom of religious faith is
woven into our founding documents. It’s hardwired into the assumptions of all of us who treasure the privilege of being an
American,” Archbishop Chaput
said in his speech.
“I never really understood
what that freedom meant,
though, until I served on the
U.S.
Commission
on
International Religious Freedom
and saw what its absence looks

like; until I understood from the
facts and from my own eyes the
systematic abuse of religious believers that takes place in so
many countries around the
globe.”
The
archbishop’s
book,
“Render Unto Caesar,” as well as
his prominent interventions in
the public square have made
important contributions to religious liberty and the national
political discourse, award officials said. His bold words have
been cited and debated by leading commentators across political and religious lines.
The Becket Fund is a nonprofit,
nonpartisan, public interest law
firm dedicated to protecting the
free expression of all religious traditions. To read the archbishop’s
acceptance speech, go online to:
archden.org/index.cfm/ID/2019.
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Effectively sharing the Catholic Gospel
Convert teaches
Catholics how to
evangelize
BY ROXANNE KING

For those Catholics who want
to evangelize but don’t know how
to share the essence of
Catholicism in a brief encounter,
convert Aimee M. Cooper has the
answer.
Cooper, a Catholic theology instructor, is a former Protestant
who was once involved with a
highly successful door-to-door
evangelization program. Four
years ago, at a Theology on Tap
lecture where several in the audience expressed frustration at
their inability to share their faith
quickly yet clearly, Cooper was
inspired to put her former training to use and developed an
evangelization program for
Catholics.
Originally a 12-week door-todoor training program, through
the Denver Archdiocese’s Office
of Evangelization and Catechesis
Cooper now offers the training
program and an eight-week
preparatory class based on the
underlying theology of the
Catholic
message
called
“Understanding the Catholic
Gospel.”
“’Understanding the Catholic
Gospel’ is preliminary training
for door-to-door work,” said
Cooper who has a master’s in theology. “But people can use it as a
stand-alone class. … It’s for
Catholics ourselves; we need to
be evangelized first.”
The class emphasizes the history of salvation from the authentic, Catholic Christian perspective, which differs significantly
from the Protestant version, the
instructor said.
“The Catholic Gospel is based
on sacramental theology,” explained
Cooper.
“In
the
Eucharist, which we believe is the
body and blood of Christ … we
experience union with God here
on earth, which is both physical
and spiritual. It’s sacramental
theology—it’s infused grace,
which is different from Protestant
imputed grace, which is only external.”
Martin Luther, initiator of the
Protestant Reformation, reportedly likened Christians to “snowcovered dung heaps,” Cooper
said, explaining the snow is God’s
grace, which covers the exterior
but leaves people unchanged inside. This is opposed to the
Catholic Gospel, she said, which
asserts God enters humans
through the sacraments, especially the Eucharist, to bring
about interior transformation.
“He actually lives and grows in
us. We are meant to be changed
into Christ in our lifetimes,”
Cooper said. “It’s what the early
Christians believed in the begin-

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

YOUNG ADULT Catholics do street evangelization on the 16th
Street Mall in this file photo from April 2007.
ning and what the Church has always believed. The Eucharist was
the center of life for the early
Christians—they protected it,
they celebrated it. It’s what
changed them and gave them
power to witness, to evangelize,
to suffer and be martyrs.”
The Catholic Gospel explains
the meaning of life, Cooper said.
“Understanding the Catholic
Gospel makes it possible to understand why we are alive at all,
what we should be doing and
where we are headed,” Cooper
asserts
on
her
blog
HistoricalChristian.com. “We
Catholics need to know … what
our story is and how to tell it to
others.”
Every baptized Christian is
called to evangelize, Cooper said.
“In the early Church it was
mainly the apostles and their successors, the bishops, who spread
the faith,” Cooper said. “After the
barbarian invasions and fall of
the Roman civilization, as the
Church grew into the Middle
Ages, it was primarily the monks
and religious orders who went
out and evangelized culture and
rebuilt Christian civilization.”
Since
the
Protestant
Reformation
and
the
Enlightenment, which saw the
rise of science and a “false dichotomy between science and
faith,” the world has become increasingly secularized, noted
Cooper. Now, more than ever, it’s
vital that the lay faithful fulfill
their call to evangelize, she said,
adding that Popes Paul VI, John
Paul II and Benedict XVI are
among the recent pontiffs who
have urged the Church to evangelize the modern world.
“I sense that the moment has
come to commit all of the
Church’s energies to a new evangelization and to the mission ad
gentes (mission to the nations),”
wrote Pope John Paul II, in his
1990 encyclical Redemptoris
Missio
(Mission
of
the
Redeemer). “No believer in
Christ, no institution of the
Church can avoid this supreme
duty—to proclaim Christ to all
peoples.”
Catholics are responding.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
On “Understanding the
Catholic Gospel” and door-todoor evangelization training,
call the Office of
Evangelization and Catechesis
at 303-715-3260 or visit
Aimee Cooper’s blog,
HistoricalChristian.com.

Currently offering “Understanding
the Catholic Gospel” for the first
time online as distance education,
Cooper has more than 70 students
from the United States, the United
Kingdom, Africa, Papua New
Guinea and United Arab Emirates.
“This response … just amazes
me,” she said.
In 2006, the Protestant evangelical program Cooper once promoted, Evangelism Explosion,
trained some 200,000 lay people
worldwide and their witness resulted in nearly 5 million conversions to Christianity.
“If they can do that well with
partial truth, we can do it 100
times better with the fullness of
the truth,” declared Cooper.
Cooper offered several tips for
successful door-to-door evangelization:
• Dialogue; never be forceful
or coercive. Ask people what
they think.
• Use the phrase, “We believe
…,” as in the creed. Never say,
“This is what you should believe.”
• Speak the truth clearly and
let the power of the truth speak
for itself.
• Know your faith and live it.
“It’s the witness of your life
that gives power to your words,”
Cooper stressed. “The Church
documents on evangelization
talk about this in depth. We are
supposed to have words and
witness of life, neither is effective enough alone.
“We need to be changed ourselves,” she said. “It’s Christ in us
witnessing and evangelizing. On
our own we can do nothing; we
can do all things through Him,
who strengthens us.”

LO C A L N E W S l 9

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l MAY 13, 2009

Forum speakers to address
Planet
pornography, stem-cell
research and end-of-life-issues
From Page 1

BY JULIE FILBY

A comprehensive list of life issues addressed by the Catholic
Church today includes abortion,
human sexuality, infertility procedures, cloning, stem-cell research,
euthanasia and the death penalty.
To educate the faithful on three
of these issues—stem cells, end-oflife concerns and pornography—
Holy Family Parish will host a free
Respect Life Forum 3 p.m. on May
17 in the parish center, 4358 Utica
St. The event will feature three
speakers.
Christian Brugger,D.Phil., associate professor of moral theology at
St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary, who specializes in
bioethics, will speak on stem cells.
His presentation—an introduction to stem cells and the moral argument against embryonic stemcell research—will answer questions such as:
• What are embryonic stem cells?
• Why are embryonic stem cells
coveted by scientists?
• Why not use adult stem cells?
“A reason people may be behind
the curve as far as understanding
stem cells is because it’s moving so
quickly,” Brugger said. “The scientific question ‘Can we do this?’ is

zooming ahead of the ethical question ‘Whether we ought to do
this.’”
Brugger added while the current
administration favors embryonic
experimentation, there is hope the
damage can be minimized.
“The door has been opened
enough to affect a lot of embryos,
but it’s not wide-scale yet,” Brugger
said. “The conversation’s not over,
especially in light of the scientific
alternatives.”
Scott W. Dunn, attorney and
partner with Flanders, Elsberg &
Dunn LLC of Longmont, will speak
on living wills and durable powers
of attorney.
He will discuss what Colorado
law says about provision of food
and water, the Church’s teaching
on end-of-life issues and where
Colorado stands in the euthanasia
debate.
“End-of-life issues continue to
be important for persons wishing
to uphold their Catholic values,”
said Mimi Eckstein, director of the
Respect Life Office for the Denver
Archdiocese. “Along with Colorado
law, people need to understand
the teaching of the Church.”
According to Eckstein, Colorado

See Forum, Page 18

Power and Light, a group that
provides support to individuals
and congregations that aim to
be faithful stewards of God’s
earth through the promotion of
conservation, energy efficiency
and renewable energy. Goebel
gives lectures and presentations
to any group willing to listen
and learn about what is happing
to the planet.
“The charter of Catholic
Coalition on Climate Change is
to work within the Church on
matters pertaining to climate
change,” she said. “Change that
will affect people who had very
little to do with the change in
the first place—the poor. It’ll affect them through drought,
flooding, hunger and joblessness”
Locally, Goebel is chairperson
of Earth Stewards, a ministry at
Spirit of Christ Parish in Arvada
that focuses on climate change.
The goal of the group includes
educating parishioners on environmental issues, including
global warming. The United
States is home to just 5 percent
of the world’s population but
creates 25 percent of the world’s
green house emissions.
“That’s more than twice the
amount per person of many
European countries,” Goebel

INFORMATION ON
GLOBAL WARMING
Contact the Catholic Coalition
on Climate Change
Online:
catholicclimatecovenant.org
Call: 301-322-1180

said. “Clearly we can achieve
significant reductions through
life-style choices and we must
do so immediately.”
Since the beginning of the
Industrial Revolution, the use of
coal, and other fossil fuels such
as gas and oil, has exploded, according to Goebel. As a result,
scientists have seen an increase
in greenhouse, or heat trapping,
gasses in the atmosphere, which
has caused the temperature of
the planet to increase.
“If I tell you that the temperature at the equator has increased 1 degree, you many not
think that sounds like much,”
Goebel said. “But that 1 degree
at the equator means a 12-degree increase in the polar regions.”
That type of temperature increase has translated into melting ice, receding glaciers and an
increase in the level of the
oceans.
“We all know that if the ocean
levels around New York City
were to drastically rise, some-

thing will be done to save Wall
Street,” she said. “But what happens to the people who live near
water in Third World nations?
The water level goes up, homes
are destroyed and thousands of
people are displaced.”
Goebel said everyone can do
their part to fight global warning. A simple first step in conservation is turning down the thermostat and making sure lights
are turned off.
“There are many things you
can do if you just look around,”
she said. “For instance when
you’re finished working at your
desk and turn the light off don’t
forget to power down the computer as well.”
But it will take more than just
being energy efficient around
the house to combat climate
change. It takes involvement,
Goebel said. She recommends
the following:
nencourage lawmakers to improve and update public transportation;
njoin groups working with officials to explore ways one’s city
can reduce harmful emissions
norganize events to raise
awareness of the challenges of
global climate change.
More information on what
can be done to combat global
information can be obtained by
calling the Catholic Coalition on
Climate Change at 301-3221180. Visit online at . Contact
Betty Goebel at 303-747-6950.
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Personal sanctification and the Legion of Mary
BY FATHER JOSEPH HEARTY,
F.S.S.P.

Last week I wrote briefly of the
history of the Legion of Mary.
For this second and final column I want to write of the goals
and works of the Legion and its
organization.
The first question that many
ask about the Legion is: What is
it? The Legion is a worldwide
organization of Catholic men
and women who offer their
services to the parish pastor to
primarily aid him in performing

Catholic action or social action
in the parish. To give a further
answer to this question I will
quote from the Legion handbook: “The object of the Legion
of Mary is the sanctification of
its members by prayer and active co-operation, under ecclesiastical guidance, in Mary’s and
the Church’s work of crushing
the head of the serpent and advancing the reign of Christ.”
One should note that the first
object of the Legion is the personal sanctification of its members. As the saying goes Nemo

For more information

dat quod non habet—“You cannot give what you do not have.”
How very true it is. One cannot
go out and preach by actions or
by words the faith if one does
not strive to possess the same
virtues. For only in the measure
that the legionary possesses
grace can one be the channel of
it to others.
Of course, one
should not be discouraged in
believing that one needs to be
spiritually perfect before joining
the Legion. It is that the legionary begins his or her membership by a request to be filled,

Pray the
Rosary

LEGION OF MARY
Online: visit, www.legion-of-mary.ie
Call: Father Joseph Hearty, 303703-8538

through Mary, with the Holy
Spirit and to be used as an instrument of his power, which is
to renew the face of the earth.
Hence it seems rather appropriate that the organization of
the Legion of Mary is based on
the military hierarchy of the
Roman army. Such terms as the
senate, praetorium, comitium,
praesidium, and legion all lend
to the idea that we are a member of the Mystical Body of
OUR LADY OF GRACE

See Mary, Page 15
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Teen fashion show features style and virtue
BY JULIE FILBY

Teenage models at the Pure
Fashion Show on May 3 were
asked to describe the program
with one word. Their responses
included: inspirational, graceful, confident, respectful and responsible.
Admittedly, these are not always the first words associated
with teenagers. Nonetheless this
is how participants characterized Pure Fashion, an international Catholic program that educates young women, age 14 to
18, in social graces and personal
presentation.
“Pure Fashion is an incredibly
fun way to learn more about
yourself, make amazing friends
and learn how to walk down a
runway,” said model Angie
Fitzsimmons, a freshman at
Lakewood High School. “I feel
confident knowing I am a beautiful woman made in the image
and likeness of God.”
The program encourages
teens to live and dress according
to their dignity as the “daughter
of the King” in a world that has
become desensitized to immodest and inappropriate fashions.
“People have become so desensitized they don’t even think
about it,” according to Sallie
Hurley, Colorado’s Pure Fashion
director. “The program teaches
girls they don’t need to be victims of what’s ‘out there.’ There
are clever ways to make an outfit modest—and still cute and
stylish.”
Model Ellie Wroble, a freshman
at East High School in Denver,
agreed saying she’d rather be a
leader than a follower.
“I want to set fashion trends
that carry on—rather than ones
that ruin (a reputation),” Wroble
said.
Wroble, one of the program’s
30 models, said she liked modeling and when she discovered
Pure Fashion was a faith-based
program, it was a perfect opportunity for her.
“You can be confident and
beautiful, without exposing
(body) parts that should not be

exposed,” she said. “You get
more respect from boys that
way.”
The fashion show, held at the
Grand Hyatt hotel in downtown
Denver, drew a crowd of nearly
450.
“Even in a time of recession,
we had a good turn-out,” Hurley
said. “People still see value in
the message, and they want to
share it.”
Following Hurley’s welcome
to the crowd, the tone for the
Celebration of Style and Virtue
was set by one of the organization’s spiritual guides, a consecrated woman of Regnum
Christi, Florencia Vicuna.
Vicuna explained to be beautiful one simply needs to love
the way God loves. She used
Mother Teresa as an example.
“Mother Teresa loved every
person she encountered with a
pure and unconditional love—
the love of God,” she said. “It’s
not difficult to be beautiful if we
have the love of God within us.”
Vicuna challenged guests to
spread beauty by finding ways
to communicate God’s love in
their daily lives.
Miss Rodeo Colorado 2009,
Audra Dobbs, served as mistress
of ceremonies.
Dobbs presented the group of
models in true Colorado style, as
each stepped onto the runway
wearing a black top and pants,
accessorized with a pink cowgirl
hat and bandana. She introduced each model individually
by reading the young woman’s
personal testimony about Pure
Fashion.
“Pure Fashion has helped me
believe that I can be the woman
God created me to be,” according to testimony from model
Olivia Washburn, a sophomore
at Heritage High School.
The crowd was entertained by
Christian music trio, the Miller
Sisters Café. Between songs, the
teenage sisters shared anecdotes related to what they described as the four virtues every
girl needs: generosity, courage,
perseverance and love.
A feature new to this year’s

PURE FASHION
For more information about
Pure Fashion or to apply for
the 2009-10 program visit
purefashion.com, or contact
Sallie Hurley at 303-741-3355
or salliehurley@aol.com.

show demonstrated how prom
dresses could be altered from
Pure Fashion don’ts to Pure
Fashion do’s.
Organizers obtained popular
prom dresses off the rack—
complete with plunging necklines and suggestive peepholes.
The dresses were given to seamstress Kay Washburn, mother of
model Olivia, who used extra
fabric and trim to transform the
revealing dress into gowns that
met Pure Fashion guidelines,
such as necklines no lower than

ANGIE FITZSIMMONS wears a
dressy gown that fits the guidelines of dignified yet stylish fashions according to the Pure
See Fashion, Page 12 Fashion program.

PHOTOS PROVIDED COURTESY OF A SOPHISTICATED EVENT PHOTOGRAPHY

MARTHA FAGAN models a casual look with leggings at the 2009
Pure Fashion Show May 3 at the
Hyatt Regency hotel in Denver.
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Senior Citizens Prom brings
back memories for guests
BY ANNA MARIA BASQUEZ

Lillian Montgomery attended
her first prom during the Great
Depression when each year became more of a luxury to attend,
when an expensive dinner out
beforehand wasn’t in the plans,
and when, she said, “we walked
there.”
That was in New Britain,
Conn., in 1936. Montgomery
was 16. The event was at her
school’s gymnasium.
“I had my first long dress, silk
hose and heels that my uncle
bought me,” Montgomery said.
“Back in the Depression days,
my mother was a widow and
they didn’t encourage people to
go to school. She wouldn’t have
been able to afford to buy anything for me to go to the prom.”
As the Depression deepened,
she and her three siblings left
school early to go to work. She
worked waitress and factory
jobs and whatever would “make
ends meet” so she could help
her mother. She later would
earn a GED and moved to
Denver.
On
Saturday,
May
2,
Montgomery made up for many
high school proms missed by attending for her third yearly
Mullen High Senior Citizen
Prom and was given the highest
designation of any girl at the
dance. She was crowned Prom
Queen.
“It was a shocker,” said
Montgomery, now 89. “I was
numb. It was quite an honor for
me.”
She was adorned with red
roses, a crown, and a basket of
gifts.
About 376 senior citizens from
throughout the Denver metro
area attended the 16th annual
Mullen High Senior Citizen
Prom.
A hundred student volunteers
put the event together. They
made corsages, took 20-minute
dance lessons to learn the Fox
Trot and the Waltz an hour before the dance, and escorted
each senior down the red carpet

Fashion
From Page 11
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four finger-widths below the
collarbone and shoulder straps
at least 1½ inches wide.
Photos of the original dresses
were splashed across giant video
screens at each side of the runway prior to the models appearing in the “adorably adjusted
dresses” as described by Hurley.

PHOTO PROVIDED

THE MULLEN HIGH SCHOOL sponsored Senior Citizens Prom
king and queen, Glen Beichley, 92, and Lillian Montgomery, 89.
Beichley and Montgomery won their titles by virtue of being the
eldest seniors in attendance.
for “The Stars Are Out”
Hollywood tribute theme prom.
Movie-star photos adorned
the gymnasium and Dave Bell
and That Great Little Band performed.
“It’s a way to honor them and
help them re-live their younger
years,” said Suzy Buglewicz,
spokeswoman. “You see women
in fancy ball gowns just dressed
to the nines. There was a woman
who came in her mink coat. She
had to be over 80. They love that
this is all done to honor them.”
Prom King Glen Beichley, 92,
said it was a dance that started
an entire lifetime with his late
wife Mary Beichley.
“I met my wife at the famous
Aragon Ballroom in Chicago,” he
said. He recalled the exact date:
Oct. 18, 1945. “I was an officer in
the Navy and I was stationed up
at Great Lakes. I was there for
only six weeks. Two weeks before my tour of duty ended, I
went down there to the ballroom and I’d seen this cute little
girl and got nerve enough to ask
for a dance.”
Less than seven months later,

they married and were together
57 years and had six children together before her passing.
“I always loved to dance,” he
said. He attended with three
people from his senior community.
The “Tennessee Waltz” and
the “Electric Slide” were among
the songs played through the
night.
“It’s just a heartwarming, positive environment, and a nice interaction between the generations,” said Cherie Gilbert, 45, of
Lakewood, whose daughter
Brittany, 17, volunteered.
“Most of them end up dancing,” said Brittany Gilbert.
“When they’re leaving they’re all
smiling.”
Ryan Newton, 15, a first-time
volunteer at the event said it’s
“the joy on the peoples’ faces,”
that he would remember most.
The event was free to the seniors and the majority of seniors
attending were couples. But curfew for them was short as compared with the youth of our day.
The prom lasted two-and-a-half
hours, closing up by 9:30 p.m.

Additional outfit themes were
dressy casual, play clothes,
trendy
but
tasteful
and
Bohemenian—with outfits from
retailers Maurice’s, JC Penney,
Francesca’s
and
Dillard’s.
Arbonne International Skin Care
and Pure Salon Spa provided
hair and make-up services for
the models. Way FM radio (FM
89.7 in Denver) also sponsored
the event.
Prior to the show, there was a
dessert bar and silent auction.

Nearly 60 items were sold, raising more than $3,000. Ticket
sales generated more than
$14,000. All proceeds support
the volunteer-run organization.
The participation fee to join
the eight-month formation program is $250. Although program
funding is limited, scholarships
are available—with the organization paying half then encouraging the recipient to raise the
remaining $125 in their parish,
family or community.
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Seven priests celebrate silver
anniversaries; one marks 40 years
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Last month, during the April 7
chrism Mass, several priests
were honored for achieving
milestone anniversaries this
year. One is celebrating 40 years
in the priesthood and seven others are marking their 25th anniversary.

40 YEARS
Father Richard Ryan, C.M.
Known to many priests for his
service
at
St.
Thomas
Theological
Seminary
where
he
ministered
as registrar,
director of
admissions,
spiritual director and
professor of
canon law,
Father
Richard
Ryan,
a
Congregation of the Mission
(Vincentian) priest, is originally
from Chicago. He was ordained
on May 24, 1969, and has served
the Church in many canonical
offices, including at the Holy See
as an official at the Tribunal of
the Apostolic Penitentiary.
Father Ryan spent many years in
ministry at the Carrie Carron
Center Coffee House program,
in ministry to the hearing impaired and developmentally disabled, and to Charismatic
Renewal. Today, he remains active at Risen Christ Parish where
he serves the elderly and as an
advocate for parishioners involved in matrimonial cases.

25 YEARS
Father Joseph Blanco
A Colorado native, Father
Joseph Blanco was born in
Glenwood
Springs and
was
ordained on
June
2,
1984. After
serving as
assistant
pastor
at
the parishes
of St. Joan of
Arc in Arvada, St. John the
Baptist in Longmont and St.
Mark in Westminster his years as
pastor have been dedicated to
parishes of Colorado’s Eastern
Plains: St. Anthony in Sterling,
Sacred Heart in Roggen and St.
John the Evangelist in Yuma.
Father Blanco is currently pastor
of St. Joseph Parish in Akron.

Father Lawrence Christensen C.M.
A
native
of
Chicago,
Congregation of the Mission
F a t h e r
Lawrence
Christensen
was
ordained on
Jan. 7, 1984,
after which
he served in
various administrative
ministries
on behalf of the Vincentian fathers as registrar of St. Vincent de
Paul Seminary in Lemont, Ill.,
and as provincial secretary of the
order’s Midwest Province in St.
Louis, Mo. After arriving to
Denver, Father Christensen
served as director of admissions
for St. Thomas Theological
Seminary as well as assistant pastor at Christ the King Church in
Denver and St. John the Baptist
Church in Longmont. He is currently administrator at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in
Fort Collins.

Father Francis Gerber

Father Kalonga is currently administrator for Cure d’Ars Parish
in Denver.

Father Felicien Mbala
Father Felicien Mbala was ordained on June 30, 1984, with
his compatriot Father
S i m o n
Kalonga in
Mbujimayi
of
the
Democratic
Republic of
C o n g o .
F a t h e r
Mbala was a professor at St.
Thomas Minor Seminary in
Mbujimayi and served as director of the Institute Ditekemena.
He was parochial vicar at St.
Francois
in
Kamwanga,
parochial vicar and later pastor
at St. Berchmans in Cilundu,
and assistant pastor at St.
Guidon and Holy Spirit parishes
in Brussels, Belgium. Father
Mbala is currently parochial
vicar at St. John the Evangelist in
Loveland.

Father Reuben Payo

Born in Oklahoma City, Okla.,
Father Francis Gerber attended
St. Thomas
Theological
Seminary in
Denver and
was
ordained on
June 2, 1984.
His first assignments
included
serving as assistant pastor at the
parishes of St. Bernadette in
Lakewood, St. Thomas More in
Centennial, St. Therese in
Aurora, St. Louis in Louisville
and St. John the Evangelist in
Loveland. As pastor, he served
St. Anne Parish in Grand Lake
and its missions of Our Lady of
the Snow in Granby and St.
Bernard of Mountjoux in Winter
Park. Father Gerber is currently
retired.

Born in Pittsburg, Calif.,
Father Reuben Payo was ordained on
June 2, 1984.
His assignments as assistant pastor were in
the parishes
of Our Lady
of Fatima in
Lakewood,
Queen of Peace in Aurora, All
Souls in Englewood and St.
Stephen in Glenwood Springs.
Father Payo has served as pastor
at the parishes of St. Vincent in
Basalt, St. Mary of the Crown in
Carbondale, Our Lady of the
Pines in Conifer and its mission
St. Elizabeth of Hungary in
Buffalo Creek. Today, he is pastor of Sts. Peter and Paul in
Wheat Ridge.

Father Simon Kalonga

Father Donald Willette

Father Simon Kalonga is one of
two priests from the Diocese of
Mbujimayi
in
the
Democratic
Republic of
C o n g o .
Ordained on
June
30,
1984,
he
served in his
native diocese as teacher at St. Thomas
Minor Seminary as well as pastor
of St. Marc in Cilenge and later St.
Kizito in Mbujimayi. Known in
the Archdiocese of Denver for his
ministry at St. Louis Parish in
Englewood as assistant pastor,

A native of South Dakota,
Father Donald Willette was ordained on
June 2, 1984.
As assistant
pastor,
he
served at the
parishes of
St. Thomas
More
in
Centennial
and St. Jude
in Lakewood. He has served as
pastor at the parishes of St.
Theresa in Frederick, St. Louis in
Louisville and Spirit of Peace in
Longmont. He is currently pastor
of Blessed John XXIII University
parish in Fort Collins.
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Maintaining your loved one’s unoccupied home
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

It may happen unexpectedly:
your parent or other senior relative who lives alone must spend
a considerable period of time in
hospital or a rehabilitation center, or convalescing in a care facility. If he’s a house dweller,
looking after his home and its
contents can be a complex task.
Read on for valuable tips on how
to keep his property safe and
sound, indoors and out, during
his absence.

Indoor security measures
• Remove any keys—to the
house, car, gates and sheds—
hanging by the door or stashed
in a drawer.
• Ensure all points of entry—
windows, doors (including the
one connecting the garage to
the house), mail chutes and pet
entrances—are secured. Place a
snug-fitting piece of wood in the
bottom of sliding window and
glass door tracks to increase security. Disconnect the automatic garage door opener and manually lock garage doors.
• Arrange for mail to be redirected and suspend or cancel
newspaper delivery.

• Notify a trusted neighbor
that your relative is away and
ask him or her to watch for suspicious activity and call police if
necessary. Ensure this person
knows how to reach you should
any problems arise. Also ask
him to do one or more of the following to make the house appear occupied: remove flyers
from the mailbox and porch;
park a vehicle in the driveway, or
brush off your relative’s car and
make footprints to the door
after a snowfall; place a bag of
garbage at the curb on waste
pickup day.
• Keep some blinds open, and
put indoor lights on timers.
• Disconnect the answering
machine.
• Unplug electrical items that
are susceptible to power surges
(televisions and computers, for
example).
• Catalog, photograph or
videotape room contents. Record
the serial numbers of valuable
items such as televisions, stereos
and VCRs. Remove smaller valuables—such as cash, jewelry,
family heirlooms, identification,
credit cards and important documents—and store them in a bank
safety deposit box.

hidden keys. Also remove anything of value.
• Record the license number
as well as the color, year, make
and model of the vehicle, and
any visible damage.
• Lock the vehicle in the
garage. If that’s not an option
and it must remain in the driveway or on the street, get a security device such as an electronic
alarm, kill switch or steering
wheel lock.

Further considerations

• Read your relative’s homeowner’s insurance policy or
check with his agent to determine whether his policy provides coverage while the home
is unoccupied for an extended
time, and if so, under what conditions. Ensure any conditions
are met.
• Perform regular checks for
pests, ruptured pipes, water
leakage and other problems.
Checks are especially important
after storms and during extreme
weather. Consider a house sitting service if neither you nor
anyone else your relative
trusts is available to do this.

Outdoors
• Remove spare keys hidden
under mats or elsewhere outside.
• Lock tools and ladders in the
garage or a shed so they’re not
accessible to thieves.
• Install timers or put photo-

sensitive bulbs in outdoor lights.
• Perform regular perimeter
checks for signs of forced entry.
If you find any, remain outside
and call the police from your
cell phone or a neighbor’s home.
• If neither you nor other relatives are able to perform outdoor maintenance tasks such as
mowing and watering the lawn
and tending the garden—or
clearing snow, as the case may
be—enlist the help of a reliable
neighbor (consider hiring a
teenager from the block) or contract with a reputable yard
maintenance service. Another
option is to hire a property manager to regularly inspect the
place inside and out and
arrange groundskeeping.

Vehicle security
• Ensure windows are closed
tight and doors are locked.
• Remove registration and insurance information, as well as

• Remove refrigerator contents
that can spoil, and any other perishable foods in the kitchen.
• Store opened dry goods such
as sugar and flour in sealed containers, or place them in the
fridge. Ensure kitchen and dining areas are free of food
residue.
• If your relative has a pet and
you’re unable to care for it, try to
find a friend or neighbor who
will take it in. If you’re unsuccessful, consider the following
alternatives: ask the local humane society if there’s a volunteer pet fostering program in the
area; arrange for a boarding facility; or hire a pet sitter to either
make daily visits or stay in the
house. (The latter option
has the added benefit of increasing home security.)
• Take home plants or distribute them among family and
friends
if
your
relative
has a wealth of them.
• Turn off the water supply to
the house if regular lawn and
garden watering is not part of
the maintenance plan.
• Close chimney flues, which
can be a point of entry for birds
and small animals.
Lisa M. Petsche is a clinical social worker and freelance writer
specializing in health and adult
care issues.
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Health care providers use team approach
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

Older adults admitted to hospitals or long-term care facilities
often have complicated health
conditions necessitating the intervention of professionals from a variety of disciplines. Service delivery
by health care teams ensures a coordinated, holistic approach to assessment and treatment.
Team membership typically
consists of the following health
care professionals: case manager,
physician, nurses, physical therapist, occupational therapist, dietitian, speech-language pathologist, social worker, recreation
therapist and chaplain.
Here is an overview of each
member’s role.
• Case manager
As team leader, the case manager—sometimes known by
other titles such as primary care
coordinator—is responsible for
overall planning, coordinating
care and evaluating outcomes.
Inpatient case managers are usually registered nurses.
• Physician
Physicians diagnose and treat
medical problems in consultation with the team, ordering investigations and treatments as
needed. They make referrals to
specialists—for example, geriatrician, psychiatrist, urologist, orthopedic surgeon—as needed.
• Nursing staff
Depending on their level of
training, nursing staff develop and
monitor a plan of nursing care,
help assess patients’ health status,
administer medication and other
physician-ordered treatments and
assist with personal care.
• Physical therapist (PT)
The physical therapist evaluates patients’ functional ability
and works with them to improve
(or in some cases simply main-

Mary
From Page 10
Christ here on earth. We compose a part of that Mystical Body
called the Church militant. We
are here to “fight the good fight”
and strive to enjoy some peace
on earth by the increase of
grace, but especially that grace
will fortify us to achieve the final
end of each of our lives: to
know, love and serve God so we
may be happy with him in heaven forever.
It is this idea of apostleship
that fuels an intense interest in
the welfare and work of the
Church. The development of a
sense of a lay vocation further
spurs a legionary to work well
for the spreading of the kingdom of God on earth.
Unfortunately, we mistakenly
identify the Church and mission
work with the clergy and religious and we may accept that

tain) ambulation, balance, endurance, range of motion,
strength and flexibility.
He or she recommends mobility devices such as canes and
walkers and trains patients in
their proper use.
PTs also develop customized
exercise programs for patients to
follow after active therapy is completed, in order to continue the
benefits gained.
• Occupational therapist (OT)
Occupational therapists teach
people with disabilities alternative ways of carrying out daily living activities and recommend
adaptive equipment where appropriate. Basic activities of daily
living (ADLs) include feeding, toileting, washing, dressing and
grooming.
Higher level skills, known as instrumental activities of daily living
(IADLs), include getting to places
beyond walking distance, using
the telephone, grocery shopping,
preparing meals, doing housework, managing money, problemsolving in emergency situations
and accessing the community.
For patients planning to return
home, OTs may perform a home
assessment to identify environmental obstacles and hazards and
recommend home adaptations.
• Dietitian
A specialist in nutrition, the dietitian evaluates the patient’s nutritional status and recommends
necessary dietary changes as a
way of helping to treat various
diet-related health problems,
such as diabetes, high cholesterol, constipation, obesity and
excessive weight loss.
• Speech-language pathologist
(SLP)
The speech-language pathologist assesses and treats difficulties
related to hearing, speech, language (both expression and un-

derstanding) and swallowing.
He or she performs hearing
screenings, provides speech therapy, gives training in alternative
methods of communication, and
recommends modified food textures or specific feeding techniques as necessary.
• Social worker
The social worker assesses the
social, emotional and personal
implications of health changes
for patients and their families,
and helps them learn how to
cope more effectively with losses,
emotional issues, family problems, financial concerns, depression and behavioral changes.
He or she also links patients
and caregivers with community
resources, including when discharge is required.
• Recreation therapist
In long-term care facilities,
recreation therapists coordinate
activities from bingo, pet visiting
and barbecues to arts and crafts
and news groups. Their work fosters quality of life by providing
opportunities for fun, creativity,
socialization and learning. They
match new residents to facility
programs based on their previous
hobbies, interests and cultural
practices. They also organize
community outings such as
shopping excursions and trips to
cultural events.
• Chaplain
The chaplain provides spiritual
guidance and support to patients
and families, addressing issues
around faith, meaning and purpose. Chaplains also facilitate
contact with religious leaders in
the community when desired by
the patient or family.

the rest of the Church is an
anonymous crowd. However,
we are each called individually,
by Christ, to fulfill, not only a
specific vocation, but to complete a mission by giving the
love of God to all by our good example and particular works. A
legionary member no longer is
content to be passive; they have
something to complete and do
for God. For each of us, as
Christians, religion should no
longer be a side issue; it becomes the inspiration of one’s
life, which inevitably creates an
apostolic spirit: the desire to
carry on Christ’s work, to be another Christ, to serve him in the
least of his brethren. In a sense,
the Legion of Mary is the lay
substitute for a religious order;
the
transmission
of
the
Christian teaching of spiritual
perfection into the lives of the
laity and the extension of
Christ’s kingdom into the materialistic and atheistic world of
today.

The Legion of Mary, in its mission, goes out to teach about
Christ by the fulfillment of an
assigned work. Such works include visitation of nursing
homes and institutions such as
jails, half-way houses, unwed
mother and handicapped institutions. Other works include
transporting those who are in
need for attendance at Mass,
distribution of Catholic literature, door-to-door visitation, organizing rosary groups or home
enthronement of the Sacred
Heart and visitations of the pilgrim statue of Fatima. These
works assist legionaries in their
witness to the world of the faith
of our Catholic Church and our
adherence to Jesus Christ.

Lisa M. Petsche is a medical social worker and a freelance writer
specializing in health and elder
care issues.

Father Joseph Hearty, a
Fraternity of St. Peter priest, is assistant chaplain at Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Latin Mass
Community in Littleton and is
chaplain of the local Legion of
Mary chapter.

May 20

Graduation
Memorial Day
Pastoral Anniversaries & Ordinations

June 3

Senior Supplement
Pastoral Assignments
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LEGISLATURE

Legislative session ends, but participation should not
BY JENNIFER KRASKA

“A pessimist sees the difficulty
in every opportunity; an optimist
sees the opportunity in every difficulty.”—Winston Churchill

Another legislative session in
Colorado has come to an end.
Many battles were fought – some
were won and some were lost.
Every legislative session provides
an opportunity for faithful men

and woman to stand up and
make their voices, opinions and
beliefs heard in the public
square. Throughout the course
of any given session I will hear
from Catholics across the state

who tell me that seizing this op- which the CCC opposed, was reportunity is just too difficult. moved and the bill has been
Many people tell me they dis- signed into law by the governor.
agree with their elected officials
• HB 1274 – Repeal of the Death
on numerous issues so they Penalty. This bill would have abolwon’t waste their time trying to ished the death penalty in
contact them. Others tell me Colorado and used the funds not
they are intimated and over- spent on death penalty cases to
whelmed by the task of commu- fund a cold case unit in the
nicating with a legislator about Colorado Bureau of Investigations
such complex issues.
to solve some of the 1,400-plus
While these are legitimate con- unsolved murders that have occerns they do not override our curred in Colorado since 1970.
obligation to seize, even in the The CCC supported this bill; it
midst of difficult circumstances, died by one vote in the Senate
the opportunity to bring our during the final hours of session.
Catholic beliefs and values to the
• SB 88 – State Group Benefits
public square. I offer
for Domestic Partners.
my heartfelt gratitude
This bill establishes a
to everyone who took
definition for “domesthe opportunity to
tic partner” in the conparticipate in the life
text of granting health
of the government
benefits to state emduring the 2009 legployees. The CCC opislative session and
posed this legislation;
expressed those beit is now awaiting the
liefs and values. Your
governor’s signature.
JENNIFER
voice and participa•
SB
225
–
KRASKA
tion is vital to the work
Concerning
the
the Colorado Catholic
Definition
of
Conference (CCC) does at the Contraceptive. This bill defined
Capitol each session. Below I “contraceptive” or “contracephave highlighted just a few of the tion” to mean a “medically acbills (and their outcomes) that ceptable drug, device or procethe CCC lobbied this past ses- dure used to prevent pregnancy.”
sion. For a full list of the bills the There was a good amendment
CCC lobbied, visit our Web site at added to protect the definition of
cocatholicconference.org and emergency contraception, but
click on the tab marked “legisla- the CCC still opposed this legislation.”
tion due to the definition of preg• HB 1087 – Child Sex Offense nancy that Colorado has and the
Civil Action Accrual. This bill unintended consequences this
dealt with the issue of statute of bill could have in the future. The
limitations for child sex abuse governor signed this bill into law.
cases. Once again this legisla• SB 170 – Nondiscrimination
tion was unfairly targeted at pri- in Higher Education Funding.
vate institutions and created a This bill would have granted ingreat deal of confusion with al- state tuition to students in
ready existing laws regarding Colorado regardless of their imthe statute of limitations for migration status. The CCC supthese types of cases. The CCC ported this legislation; it failed
opposed this bill; it was post- during second reading in the
poned indefinitely in its first Senate.
committee hearing.
Colorado’s legislative session
• HB 1064 – Economic may be over, but this does not
Opportunity Poverty Reduction mean that we should stop parTask Force. This bill set up a leg- ticipating in the public square. I
islative task force to find ways to would encourage all Catholics
advance economic opportunity to stay informed and engaged
while reducing poverty. This task with what is happening here
force has a goal of developing a and in our nation’s capitol. Take
strategic, integrated and com- the time to meet or communiprehensive plan to reduce the cate with your elected officials,
number of Coloradans living in attend a town hall meeting,
poverty by 50 percent by 2019. write a letter to the editor of
The CCC supported this bill; it is your local newspaper about an
awaiting the governor’s signa- issue that is important to you
ture.
and, finally, consider running
• HB 1260 – Designated for elected office yourself. It is
Beneficiary Agreements. This important that we all recognize
bill creates a designated benefi- the opportunity we have during
ciary agreement that can be used difficult times to be a witness for
by any two unmarried persons in truth and goodness.
the state of Colorado. The CCC
opposed a section of the bill that
Jennifer Kraska is executive diwould have recognized civil rector of the Colorado Catholic
unions and domestic partner- Conference, the state-level, public
ships from other jurisdictions in policy agency of the Catholic
Colorado. This section of the bill, Church.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Respect Life Night of Prayer: at St.
John the Evangelist Church, 1730 W.
12th St., Loveland. Rosary, adoration, benediction and presentation
by Jane Brennan.
May 18: 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Ascension Thursday Latin Mass: in
Extraordinary Form at St. Martin de
Porres Church, 3300 Table Mesa
Drive, Boulder.
May 21: 7 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration: for vocations
at Holy Trinity Adoration Chapel,
3100 W. 76th Ave., Westminster.
Babysitting available. Call 303-4277931 for more information.
May 28: 7 p.m

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Call 303-715-3186 for tickets.
June 12: 6 p.m. - midnight
Annual Vocations Walk: at Mother
Cabrini Shrine, 20189 Cabrini Blvd.,
Golden. Stations of the Cross, Mass
and free lunch. Call 303-282-3429
for more information.
June 13: 10 a.m.- 2 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Concert: to benefit tuition assistance at Sts. Peter and Paul School,
3900 Pierce St., Wheat Ridge. Call
303-223-1387 for ticket information.
May 17: 3 p.m.
G.K. Chesterton Society: to discuss
the Chesterton book, “Orthodoxy”
in Garden Room at St. Vincent de
Paul Church, 2375 E. Arizona Ave.,
Denver. Call 720-482-9594 for details.
May 18: 7:15 p.m.
Dinner and Banquet Address: by
Cardinal Arinze sponsored by the
Augustine Institute at JPII Center,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Tickets
$75 a person. Call 303-937-4420 for
more information.
May 22: 6 p.m.
Ragin’ Cajun’ Summer Fair: at Light
of the World Church, 10316 W. Bowles
Ave., Littleton. Rides, music, food
and games.
May 29: 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
May 30: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m.
May 31: 10 a.m. - -2 p.m.
Annual Community Festival: at St.
Therese Parish, 1243 Kingston St.,
Aurora. Rides, raffle, garage sale
and craft items. Call 303-364-7494
for more information.
May 31: 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Singles Dance: at St. Thomas More
Parish, 8035 S. Quebec St.
Centennial. Cost $15 per person.
Call 720-493-8707 for details.
June 6: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Annual Festival: at St. Catherine of
Siena Church, 4200 Federal Blvd.,
Denver. Raffles, games and rides.
June 5 - 7: 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Party, Peeps and Poker: event to
benefit Seeds of Hope Charitable
Trust at RedLine Art Studio, 2350
Arapahoe St., Denver. Individual and
group ticket rates available.
Registration deadline, May 29.

Neocatechumenal Way: introductory
catechesis for adults and young people at Holy Family Church, 4380 Utica
St., Denver. Babysitting provided.
Call 303-455-1664 for details.
Tuesdays and Fridays: 7:30 p.m.

including lunch. Call 303-715-3260.
May 30: 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

The Denver

Catholic
Register will
be published
biweekly
throughout
the summer
beginning
with the
May 20th
issue.
The Denver

Courage: support group for men and
women who have homosexual tendencies. Call Father Dan Norick for
date and location, 720-434-2638.
Marked Men for Christ: retreat at
Camp Santa Maria in Bailey, Colorado.
Helping men embrace more fully the
gift of the Holy Spirit. Cost $195 per
person. Call 1-888-828-6632 for registration information.
May 15 - 17
Women’s Vocation Retreat: for
women ages 16 - 30 at Abbey of St.
Walburga in Virginia Dale, Colo. Call
970-472-0612.
May 29 - 31
Our Hearts Were Burning: symposium
on evangelization. Talks, evangelization and Father Andreas Hock will deliver keynote address. JPII Center,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Cost $30,

Catholic
Register
will not be
published on
May 27th,
June 10th,
June 24th,
July 8th,
July 22nd,
August 5th
and
August 19th.
Weekly
publishing
will begin
again with the
August 26th
issue.

PILGRIMAGE/TOURS
Council of Catholic Women: sponsored summer retreat led by Father
Benedict Groeschel, C.F.R., in
Casper, Wyoming. Cost is $75 which
includes lunch. Call 307-686-0588
for registration information.
July 3 - 5
Join Pilgrimage: to Fatima, Lourdes,
Lisieux led by Father Joseph Cao.
Call 303-753-8800 Ext. 8421.
Oct. 12 - 23

Visit Austria and Bavaria: and attend
Passion Play in Oberammergau. Call
Deacon Bill Senger at 303-349-7017
for details.
August 2010
See Germany, Austria and Switzerland:
in 2010 and attend Passion Play of
Oberammergau. Call 303-507-0420
for details.
Summer 2010
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ACA funding enables ministry to change Forum
lives of young people for the better
From Page 9

BY JOHN GLEASON

Ask anyone who knows
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., and they’ll say he has
a passion for ministering to
young people. The young Church
assures a vibrant future. An investment in them is an investment for a fruitful tomorrow.
The Office of Youth, Young Adult
and Campus Ministry is a beneficiary of the Archbishop’s Catholic
Appeal, which caters to the spiritual needs of young people in northern Colorado and beyond.
Chris Stefanick has been leading
the office since 2006. He said that
overall, his office does three things:
Puts on events for youth and
young adults; offers training for
those who do youth, young adult,
and campus ministry; and helps
those ministers to network with
and support each other.
“We have many people come to
our events,” Stefanick said. “At
Steubenville of the Rockies last
year, we had 2,100 people show up
and hundreds more were on a
waiting list. We put on an event for
junior high school students called
Mountain Madness, which attracts hundreds of kids annually,
and we also sponsor Theology on
Tap for adults.
“Our office serves as a hub for
the young adult community,” he

ARCHBISHOP’S
CATHOLIC APPEAL
For more information, visit
online at archden.org, click on
“Offices” then on the
“Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal”
link or call 303-715-3111.

continued. “When someone
moves into town, they can contact
us to find out where to go to make
friends.”
Of course the ministry would be
at a standstill if it weren’t for the
leaders, those who receive their
training thanks to the generosity of

all those who give to the
Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal.
“In many dioceses the average
life span for a youth minister is a
year and a half,” Stefanick said. “In
our archdiocese, I believe the
record for time spent as a youth
minister is 35 years.
“One of the most important
things we do is train our youth
ministers and it pays off,” he asserted. “We have lifers here because we have good support in
the archdiocese from our office,
and from the parishes working
together.”
Stefanick said that part of the
support, the networking, is to connect new youth ministers with the
veterans. The new people don’t
come in and find themselves out
on a limb.
“They find a community,”
Stefanick said, “and stay because
of it.”
Stefanick emphasized that in a
world saturated with secularism
and other influences, youth ministry is more important than ever.
“It’s tough to be a kid today,” he
said. “I believe the future of the
Church, and in some ways the
world, is on the line when it
comes to effective ministry to
youth. When youths lose their
sense of God, which in an increasingly secular world they’re
encouraged to do, they’re losing a

healthy foundation to build a life
on and they find themselves
building their lives on unhealthy
or unstable foundations.”
The good news, said Stefanick, is
that young people are hungry for
meaning. Once they perceive that
faith gives their life meaning, they
begin to evangelize because of
their excitement.
Another place where ACA funds
are put to work is in campus ministry, which Stefanick describes as
a battle ground.
“The friends people make on
campus in the first 48 hours can
determine what direction their
lives will take,” he said. “We establish a Catholic presence and
draw students into the right community. Without ACA funds our
presence on some campuses
would be gone and in others,
greatly diminished.”
Part of the reason Stefanick enjoys his work is that he sees the results of the ministry, what he calls
the “fruits” of the archdiocese.
“I see lives change,” he said. “I
see vocations. I recently ran into a
priest from New York who told
me it was because of his experience at the Steubenville of the
Rockies conference that he became a priest.”
“We reach a lot of people,”
stressed Stefanick. “We’re seeing a
difference.”

has long been a state that euthanasia proponents look at as a favorable environment to lift the current
euthanasia ban.
“Today’s push to lift bans against
euthanasia gives this topic urgency,” Eckstein said. “The more
we understand the wisdom behind
Catholic teaching, the better we
can protect and defend persons at
the end of their lives.”
Derek Barr, a retired law enforcement officer and student at the
Augustine Institute working toward
a master’s degree in biblical theology, will speak on pornography and
its effects.
In 19 years of law enforcement,
including juvenile crime investigation, Barr found in nearly all sexual
assault cases involving children,
pornography played a role in the
victimization—either from personal use or as a lure.
“It’s not just a vile form of ‘entertainment,’” he said. “It’s much
worse—it’s a root of sexual sin and
directly attacks the sacrament of
marriage and the family.”
Scientific studies have shown
that prolonged exposure to
pornography diminishes an individual’s desire to be married or to
have children, making it a life issue
for the Church.
“However,” said Barr, “it’s not an
issue often discussed in the forum
of our Church.”
Individual presentations will be
followed by a question and answer
session.
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