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On the eve of the 10-year anniversary of the shootings at
Columbine High School, hundreds of people gathered at
Clement Park near the school to
remember the victims of the
massacre with a candlelight vigil
at the Columbine Memorial in
Littleton.
The memorial recalls the
dozen students and teacher who
were killed the morning of April
20, 1999, by two students, Eric
Harris and Dylan Klebold, before the pair took their own
lives. Before committing suicide, the perpetrators also
wounded 23 others.
Standing on the side of the
hill, family and friends of the
former and current students
stood next to people who had no
connection to the tragedy, but
who felt as though they needed
to mark the anniversary and remember the victims.
The vigil was scheduled to
begin at 7:30 p.m. but as much
as 90 minutes before people
began to gather to walk around
the memorial or watch from the
hill that surrounds it. Some held
hands. Few spoke as they read
the names of the dead—Cassie
Bernall, Steven Curnow, Corey
DePooter,
Kelly
Fleming,
Matthew
Kechter,
Daniel
Mauser, Daniel Rohrbough,
Dave Sanders, Rachel Scott,
Isaiah Shoels, John Tomlin,
Lauren Townsend and Kyle
Velasquez—each inscribed on a
slab of stone in the inner circle
of the monument, a flower resting next to each name.
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AN UNIDENTIFIED couple silently reflects on the Columbine tragedy during a candlelight vigil held
at Littleton’s Columbine Memorial in Clement Park on the eve of the 10th anniversary of the deadliest shooting to take place at an American high school. A dozen students and a teacher were killed
and 23 other people were wounded when two students armed with guns opened fire at the school
the morning of April 20, 1999.
Coni Sanders-Nelson, daughter of slain Columbine teacher
Dave Sanders, said that no formal activities were planned for
the vigil. It was rather a time for
people to come and remember.
“The memorial event will be
on Monday,” she noted. “We expect a very large crowd then.
Tonight we’re coming together
for a moment of silence and private reflection.”
A woman who would only give

THE SAINTS: ST. GEORGE
C. third-fourth century / Feast – April 23
Veneration of this soldier-saint was widespread from
early times, but his actual history remains unknown.
One story claims he was martyred in Palestine
around 303. Legends of St. George, including his
chivalrous rescue of a maiden by slaying a dragon,
date from the later Middle Ages, and probably were
carried to Western Europe by returning Crusaders.
Another legend of this patron of England and of soldiers says he was
tortured and beheaded for his Christian faith during the persecution of
Roman Emperor Diocletian.

her name as Theresa said that
she and her husband just wanted to come and see the memorial.
“My son went to Bear Creek,”
she said, “but we thought it was
important to come be part of
this get-together. I can’t believe
that it’s been 10 years already.
That’s how people forget—by
losing track of time. The families of these people won’t forget
them. We shouldn’t either.”

As crowds approached the
hilltop, they walked past 13-year
old Taylor Kreiling, who was
passing out information about
the memorial. Even though she
was too young to remember the
tragedy, she felt it was important
to participate.
“It makes you think about life
and how you live it,” she said.
“We all get time on Earth and
we’re not sure how much that

See Vigil, Page 16
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We proclaim life
in the face of death
This column, a reflection on the Columbine tragedy, originally
ran in the April 28, 1999, issue of the Denver Catholic Register.
We reprint it here on the 10th anniversary of the tragedy.
He descended into hell.
Over a lifetime of faith, each of us, as believers, recites those
words from the Creed thousands of times. We may not understand them, but they’re familiar. They’re routine. And then
something happens to show us what they really mean.
Watching a disaster unfold for your community in the glare of
the international mass media is terrible and unreal at the same
time. Terrible in its bloody cost; unreal in its brutal disconnection
from daily life. The impact of what happened this past week [April
20, 1999] in Littleton, however, didn’t fully strike home in my
heart until the morning after the murders, when I visited a large
prayer gathering of students from Columbine High School, and
spent time with the families of two of the students who died.
They taught me something.
The students who gathered to pray and comfort each other
showed me again the importance of sharing not just our sorrow, but our hope. God created us to witness his love to each
other, and we draw our life from the friendship, the mercy and
the kindness we offer to others in pain. The young Columbine
students I listened to, spoke individually—one by one—of the
need to be strong, to keep alive hope in the future, and to turn
away from violence. Despite all their confusion and all their
hurt, they would not despair. I think I understand why. We’re
creatures of life. This is the way God made us: to assert life in
the face of death.

Dignity in the midst of suffering
Even more moving was my time with the families of two students who had been murdered. In the midst of their great suffering—a loss I can’t imagine—the parents radiated a dignity
which I will always remember, and a confidence that God
would somehow care for them and the children they had lost,
no matter how fierce their pain. This is where words break
down. This is where you see, up close, that faith—real, living
faith—is rooted finally not in how smart, or affluent, or successful, or sensitive persons are, but in how well they love.
Scripture says that “love is as strong as death.” I know it is
stronger. I saw it.

Violence in American society
As time passes, we need to make sense of the Columbine
killings. The media are already filled with “sound bites” of
shock and disbelief; psychologists, sociologists, grief counselors
and law enforcement officers—all with their theories and plans.
God bless them for it. We certainly need help. Violence is now
pervasive in American society—in our homes, our schools, on
our streets, in our cars as we drive home from work, in the
news media, in the rhythms and lyrics of our music, in our novels, films and video games. It is so prevalent that we have become largely unconscious of it. But, as we discover in places
like the hallways of Columbine High, it is bitterly, urgently real.
The causes of this violence are many and complicated:
racism, fear, selfishness. But in another, deeper sense, the
cause is very simple: We’re losing God, and in losing him, we’re
losing ourselves. The complete contempt for human life shown
by the young killers at Columbine is not an accident, or an
anomaly, or a freak flaw in our social fabric. It’s what we create
when we live a contradiction. We can’t systematically kill the
unborn, the infirm and the condemned prisoners among us;
we can’t glorify brutality in our entertainment; we can’t market
avarice and greed … and then hope that somehow our children

See Archbishop, Page 11

Life after Columbine: Richard Castaldo,
BY ROXANNE KING

Ten years after the shootings
at Columbine High School, the
massacre is still fresh in Connie
Michalik’s mind.
Her son, Richard Castaldo, was
a junior at the school on April 20,
1999, when students Eric Harris
and Dylan Klebold killed a dozen
students and a teacher and
wounded more than 20 other
people in a rampage that ended
when they took their own lives.
Castaldo was eating lunch
with friend Rachel Scott on the
school lawn when a shooter he
saw out of the corner of his eye
shot Scott four times, killing her
instantly, and pumped eight
bullets into him, leaving him
paralyzed from the chest down.
“Every single day I think about
it,” Michalik said. “Not a day goes
by that it doesn’t cross my mind.
Sometimes I’ll hear something, a
reference to it, like on the
‘Sopranos,’ and it completely destroys me. It hits me so hard.
“Now all these articles are
popping up in Newsweek or in
the newspaper,” she continued.
“I’ll not be ready and they’ll hit
me. It’s like someone just
stabbed me in the heart.
(Columbine is) now part of pop
culture. It’s just with you.”
Castaldo’s limited mobility is a
daily reminder of the past, but
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RICHARD CASTALDO, 27, pictured here in his mother's home in
Littleton, was paralyzed from the chest down in the Columbine
shootings. He now lives in Hollywood and is pursuing a career in
sound engineering.
his injuries haven’t stopped him
from building an independent
life and following his dreams for
the future.
Now 27, Castaldo lives alone
in Hollywood where he’s pursuing a career as a sound engineer.
A musician and a gamer, a year
ago he earned the equivalent of
an associate’s degree in sound
engineering. He works retail to
pay the bills, but stays involved
with sound projects and is cur-

rently doing post-production
audio on a film.
Flying to Denver on Saturday,
he thought he would attend one
or more of the memorial services scheduled this week for the
10th anniversary of the shootings, but he didn’t have firm
plans set.
“Last year I didn’t do anything
that special,” he said. “I don’t usually do a whole lot. I usually just
try to think about the people that

Reflections on Columbine a decade later
BY JOHN GLEASON

On April 19, some of the people
whose lives were directly impacted by the shootings at Columbine
High School 10 years ago, met in
the new school library to reflect
on the tragedy and share where
they are today.
Coni Sanders-Nelson is the
stepdaughter of Dave Sanders,
the only teacher who was mortally wounded when two students
armed with guns and homemade
bombs injured 23 people and
killed a dozen students on April
20, 1999, before taking their own
lives. Sanders died after having
evacuated students from the
cafeteria.
Nelson described the anniversary and the public events marking it at nearby Clement Park in
Littleton as a closure of public
mourning.
“After creating a library and a
memorial, it’s time to concentrate

on Dad’s life,” she said. “That’s
our focus rather then the events
of that day.”
Nelson said she was working at
a mortgage company that day
when news of a hostage situation
first came in. After having someone drive her home, she and the
rest of her family stayed close to
the television waiting for word on
her father.
“When I found out what happened, my initial reaction was
anger,” Nelson said. “How could
he have made the decision he
did; to leave us all behind. I was
also angry at God for letting this
happen.”
In the weeks that followed,
though, she couldn’t believe the
outpouring of support her family
received from all over the world.
“It was amazing,” she said.
“Religious, community, businesses; everyone wanted to
know if there was anything they
could do to help us.”

Reflecting on the families of the
gunmen, Nelson said: “They
also lost children; I can’t even
begin to imagine their loss.”
She is matter of fact regarding
her own healing.
“This is survivable,” she said.
“People go through something
like this and, at the beginning,
feel that it’s the end of the
world—that nothing will help.
But it is survivable. I’m proof of
that and here to tell you that over
time it’s possible to regain a positive life.”
Another of Sanders’ relatives,
niece Julia Bernbott, said the memorial events were bittersweet.
“On one side you’re glad that
people don’t forget the people or
what happened,” she said. “But
looking at the other side, the
past few years have been so
calm; we’ve dealt with it in our
own way. This anniversary has
brought the chaos aspect of it
back into light.”
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wounded but not broken
died. I think about what happened.”
Maintaining occasional contact with some of his former
classmates—“mainly through
Facebook”—Castaldo noted that
the students have moved forward
with their lives and so has he.
He credits the initial outpouring of community support and
the empathy he still receives
when people learn his injuries
happened as a result of
Columbine, for contributing to
his healing.
“It’s very meaningful to me,” he
said. “Having peoples’ prayers
and concerns for me and the
other victims … it just helps.
People are pretty supportive.”
The New York-based Columbus
Citizens Foundation funded his
sound engineering education.
Denver’s Freedom Service Dogs
provided him with a new assist
dog this week to replace the one
that died recently.
“They’re cool,” he said, referring to the aid he’s received from
both organizations.
A year after the shootings,
Castaldo expressed no anger or
hatred toward the shooters.
Today, there is still no trace of resentment.
“The people that shot me, I
think they really were teased,” he
said, referring to reports that the
perpetrators were bullied. “I don’t

think that’s an excuse but I think
it fed into their anger. It doesn’t
justify what they did.
“I was teased in school, too,” he
added. “It’s not a Christian thing
to do. I think people should be
more aware of that. If they see
people being teased, hopefully, it
will be taken seriously because I
think it’s a problem.”
Gentle, quiet and with a mop of
dark, curly hair, Castaldo reflected on whether society has
learned anything in the decade
since the deadliest shooting at an
American high school.
“Obviously we haven’t learned
anything at all because it keeps
happening,” he said. “That’s not a
good sign.”
Michalik, a homemaker and
longtime parishioner at St. Louis
Church in Englewood, agrees.
“It makes me sad that here it is
10 years later and there are still
shootings,” she said, mentioning
the attack at Platte Canyon High
School in Bailey, Colo., in
September 2006; the shooting at
West Nickel Mines, an Amish
school in Pennsylvania the following month; and the worst
school shooting in the United
States, Virginia Polytech Institute
and
State
University
in
Blacksburgh, Va., in April 2007.
“I don’t understand why we
don’t have more common-sense
gun control,” Michalik said. “So I

guess we’ve failed in that respect.”
In 2002 Castaldo participated
in the Michael Moore documentary “Bowling for Columbine,”
which explores the role of violence and guns in the United
States and in the Columbine
massacre.
“I’m not necessarily totally in
favor of gun control, but I think
some basic stuff would be very
helpful,” he said, adding that current measures, including background checks, “don’t seem to be
working too well—crazy people
are getting guns too easily.”
Additionally, Castaldo recommended that people make it a
point to be aware of other’s emotions, particularly anger, sadness
or depression and reach out to
them.
“I think, basically, it comes
down to treating people decently,” he said simply. “What I think
people should learn is that …
people need to have respect for
other people. That makes sense.”
Michalik said she holds hope
that improvement—if not a
cure—will be found for her son’s
spinal cord injury. She finds continuing progress with medical research encouraging. And she
continues to pray.
“(A friend) told me to pray to St.
Jude,” she said, recalling the first
days of her son’s injuries. “I took
that to heart and have prayed to
him every single day. I really, really think he hears me.”

JULIA BERNBOTT

FRANK DEANGELIS

Bernbott agreed with Nelson
that the outpouring of support
was a big factor in keeping her life
on track.
“Total strangers would come
up and ask what they could do for
us,” she said. “It helped knowing
that so many were concerned.”
Frank DeAngelis was principal
at Columbine at the time of the
shootings and remains at the
school today.
“I
remember
Lauren
Townsend—the 4.0 student and
volleyball
player;
Danny
Rohrbough and his smiling face;
Isaiah Shoels giving me a highfive me in the hall,” he said. “And
I remember seeing kids at
church—Danny Mauser and
Kelly Fleming who attended St.
Frances Cabrini. I remember that

See Reflections, Page 16
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ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
April 23: Mass, Knights of Columbus 2009 Annual
State Convention, Doubletree Hotel, Denver (5 p.m.)
April 24: Mass and confirmation, St. Mark Parish,
Westminster (7p.m.)
April 25: Mass and confirmation, Sacred Heart of
Mary Parish, Boulder (10 a.m.)
April 26: Mass, Knights and Ladies of Peter Claver
2009 Central States District Conference, Denver
Renaissance Hotel (8:30 a.m.); Special Religious
Education Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (2:30 p.m.); Mass, Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
April 27: Candidacy Mass, Christ the King Chapel
(5:30 p.m.)
April 28: Mass and confirmation, Holy Family Parish,
Denver (7 p.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
April 22: Mass and confirmation, St. Clare of Assisi
Parish, Edwards (7 p.m.)
April 23: Episcopal ordination and Mass of installation of Most Rev. James S. Wall, bishop of Gallup,
N.M.
April 25: Mass and confirmation, St. Joseph Parish,
Fort Collins (6 p.m.)
April 26: Mass, Mother of God Parish (10 a.m.);
Mass and confirmation, St. Joan of Arc Parish,
Arvada (2 p.m.)
April 27-28: Jesus Caritas bishops’ prayer group,
Wichita, Kan.
April 28: Mass and confirmation, Guardian Angels
Parish, Denver (7 p.m.)

Columbine survivor directs
film about tragic shootings
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FILMMAKER Andrew Robinson is a survivor of the Columbine
shootings. He has made a film inspired by the tragic events of
that day called “April Showers.”
BY JOHN GLEASON

On the morning of April 20,
1999, two students entered
Columbine High School in
Jefferson County with weapons
and began firing on their classmates. By the time Eric Harris
and Dylan Klebold had taken
their own lives, 12 other students
and a teacher were dead and
more than 20 other people had
been wounded.
Ranked as the fourth most
deadly school shooting in the
United States, Columbine remains the worst mass shooting to
have taken place at an American
high school. The massacre
spurred debate on everything
from gun control to violence
among youth.
Monday marked the 10th anniversary of the shootings.
Filmmaker Andrew Robinson,
who was a student at Columbine
the day of the shootings, has released a film inspired by the tragic events of that day. “April
Showers” deals with the type of
violence, death and recovery of
the victims those at Columbine
went through.
“April Showers” is a fictional
account of an attack on a
Midwestern high school and the
subsequent events that take
place in the week that follows as
all deal with the trauma of loss,
of being a survivor and trying to
make sense of something so
senseless. It stars Tom Arnold,
Illena Douglas, Kelly Blatz and
Daryl Sabara. Writer-director
Robinson said the dramatized
retelling of what it is like to be a
Columbine survivor is a story he
just couldn’t keep inside.
“Truthfully, this came about
by accident,” he told the Denver
Catholic Register prior to an advance screening of the film for
media and school officials last
month.
“I didn’t intend to write it,” he
explained. “I was working on another project when it kind of

wrote itself. Seventy-two hours
after I began, the first draft of the
script was finished.”
Robinson showed the script to
some friends who said it was
about time that a person with
the point of view of someone
who’d
actually
been
at
Columbine told this story.
“I like to think I was healed
enough to write this story,” he
said. “But what I’ve discovered is
the impact it’s had on people outside of Columbine. I heard from
students who never went through
a Columbine-like experience, but
who have had losses in their life.
They’re now getting something
out of this film; they’re opening
up to friends and parents about
things they’ve never been able to
talk about before. That wasn’t
what I’d intended but I’ll take it.”
“April Showers” will be shown
in theaters nationwide and will
be
available
on
iTunes,
indieflix.com and other pay-perview digital services. Robinson
said that all of the film’s proceeds
from the first week the movie is
released will be donated to
schools in districts where the
movie is shown, as will a dollar
from every download of “April
Showers” online.
“Schools need our help now
more than ever and if a film like
‘April Showers’ can help turn a
negative into a positive by shedding light on aspects of a story
never told and also give back to
the community that supports it,
then it’s a win-win,” Robinson
said. “We want the movie to be a
success of course, but we want it
to have a positive impact on the
students who see it.”
The special Denver screening
was held at Johnson & Wales
University in Denver as part of
an event called Colorado Rising,
where
members
of
the
Columbine community, including parents, teachers and firstresponders came together to
talk about changes needed to
protect schools.
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

A Christian nation?
A few days after the 2008 election, I was walking toward the
Largo Argentina on a cool, clear Roman evening, when I noticed a
magazine kiosk and wandered over to have a look. There were
journals from all over Europe: France, Great Britain, Germany,
Holland, Spain, Portugal, Italy, wherever. Every one of them featured a glowing portrait of Barrack Obama, photographed in sideor quarter-profile and looking up with a calm, secure gaze—not
altogether unlike like Jim Caviezel’s Jesus at the end of “The
Passion of the Christ,” on the morning of the Resurrection.
Messianic politics had returned to Europe, big time.
President Obama was greeted rapturously during his recent
European tour, and why not? He told Europeans—or at least western Europeans—everything they’ve been longing to hear for eight
years: that America had been dissing them and now appreciated
their leadership role in world politics; that their womb-to-tomb social welfare states were models of humane, sensible governance;
that Russia’s recent imperial assertions were nothing to worry about;
that the West wasn’t at war with Islam; that peace in the Middle East
was at hand; and that the war against terrorism was just about
wrapped up, such that that unpleasant term could be retired back to
Texas along with the warmongering evangelical cowboy, Dubya.
None of these soothing reassurances bears close examination.
Europe’s inability to play a leadership role in world politics was
amply demonstrated before the president even got home, with
the NATO countries failing to ante up for larger roles in pacifying
Afghanistan. The European social welfare state will be bankrupt
in less than two decades, thanks to Europe’s demographic suicide.
Russian aggression may be nothing to worry about, unless you’re
a Ukrainian, a Georgian, a Pole, or anyone in the E.U. looking to
heat their home next winter, should Ivan cut off the natural gas
(which he’s already done in blackmailing Ukraine). No, the West
isn’t at war “with Islam;” but virtually every shooting war in which
the West is involved has been triggered by Islamic extremists, who
don’t seem to understand that the strife is o’er, the battle done.
Peace in parts of the Middle East is somewhat closer, thanks to
the success of the surge and the beginning of real politics in Iraq;
but peace between Israel and Palestine is no closer than it’s ever
been, thanks to the murderous rule of Hamas in Gaza and the
utter corruption of the PLO on the West Bank.
Long after the president had gone through the familiar litany of
liberal foreign policy shibboleths, however, it was another comment of his that stuck in my mind—and that was his suggestion,
in Turkey, that America is not a Christian nation.
Which is, of course, true in one sense: the United States government does not endorse Christianity or any brand thereof as the
official national faith. But as a cultural matter, it seems odd to say
that America is not a Christian nation when three out of every
four Americans claim that Christianity is the source of their deepest commitments—including, one might assume, their commitments to civility, tolerance, religious freedom, the rule of law, and
democracy.
My friend Jon Meacham, editor of Newsweek, tried a parallel argument in his magazine’s Easter issue, suggesting that falling
numbers of believing and practicing Christians over the past two
decades mean that, while Christianity remains a prominent cultural force, it’s just not possible to speak of a Christian nation any
more, if by that term we mean a nation in which Christianity
plays a determinative, or even significant, role in politics. What
holds America together, Brother Meacham argued, is our shared
commitment to each other’s liberties.
That strikes me as a weak foundation for a nation that robustly
protects religious freedom, however. Better that the American
people believe that it’s the will of God that they defend the religious freedom of those who have different ideas about the will of
God, as Richard John Neuhaus used to say. Whatever happened at
the founding, that conviction is what keeps religious freedom
alive in America today. We’d better hope it stays that way.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

April 26: Third Sunday of
Easter
Scripture readings:
Acts 3:13-19
Psalm 4:1-8
1 John 2:1-5
Luke 24:35-48
Overview: Christ is the “key” to
understanding
the
Bible.
Through his suffering, death and
resurrection “God has brought to
fulfillment what he had announced beforehand through the
mouth of all the prophets” (Acts
3:18). In the first reading Peter explains the significance of the
miraculous healing of a man
crippled from birth. Addressing
the astonished crowds Peter tells
them how Jesus—the one they
killed but whom God raised to
life—is the “holy and righteous
one” and “author of life.” Typical

of the Easter readings, Peter communicates the central Gospel
message, or kerygma. The second
reading uses almost exactly the
same words to describe Jesus: the
righteous one. Having risen from
the dead Christ now sits at the
right hand of God as our
Advocate, applying the benefits of
his death to our sins. Christians
are not perfect but “whoever
keeps his word, the love of God is
truly perfected in him.” In this
week’s Gospel, the risen Christ
appears suddenly to the disciples
in the upper room. After convincing them that he wasn’t a ghost,
he unlocks the Scriptures for
them, explaining how everything
written about him “in the law of
Moses and in the prophets and
psalms” had to be fulfilled.
Key verse: “Then he opened
their minds to understand the
Scriptures” (Lk 24:45).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “The Christian faith is
not a ‘religion of the book.’
Christianity is the religion of the
‘Word’ of God, a word which is
‘not a written and mute word,

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Regis U seeks
clarification
In the following “note to priests”
and “letter to the editor,” Regis
University seeks to correct and clarify a comment it says was misquoted in a Denver Post story.

A note to the priests of the
Archdiocese of Denver
The Denver Post ran an article
on March 10 entitled “Embryos
Stir Issues Borne of Love,” which
misquoted Dr. Deb BennettWoods, who directs the Regis
University Center for Ethics and
Leadership in the Health
Professions. This article twice featured a quotation, “we haven’t yet
answered the question of the
moral status of the embryo.” Both
times,the reporter left out the first
three important words in the quotation—“As a society.”Dr.BennettWoods was pointing out that, unlike the clarity of the Church on
the moral status of the embryo,
American society still has no
agreement on the matter.To make
things worse, the misquotation
was used as a headline for the
story. Dr. Bennett-Woods sent a
letter to the editor of The Denver
Post correcting the quotation and
underscoring the context in
which the comment was made,
but the newspaper to date has not
run her correction and we are not
hopeful now that they will.
Therefore, I am grateful to the
archdiocese for including this
note and the letter to the editor of
The Denver Post in the (monthly)
mailing to priests so that you will
have better understanding of how
the article came together and the
context of Dr. Bennett-Woods’ remarks. Please feel free to use Dr.
Bennett-Woods’ letter if you receive any inquiries. Individuals
may also call my executive assis-

tant, Paul Brocker, at 303-4583539 if they have additional questions.
Michael J. Sheeran, S.J.
President, Regis University

Letter to the Editor of
The Denver Post
I would like to clarify a quotation
attributed to me in the March 10
article entitled “Embryos Stir Issues
Borne of Love.” The featured quotation was misinterpreted by a
number of your readers to suggest
that the position of either Regis
University or the Catholic Church
on the status of the embryo is unclear. During the interview, my actual statement was “As a society, we
haven’t yet answered the question
of the moral status of the embryo.”
In the course of this lengthy interview, I was asked to generally identify a range of ethical issues related
to in vitro fertilization and other reproductive technologies—and we
discussed many more issues than
were identified in the article. I
pointed out that because we
Americans have not reached a consensus on the moral status of the
embryo, we tend to hold profoundly inconsistent public attitudes toward a full range of issues such as
IVF, embryonic stem cell research,
pre-natal genetic testing and manipulation, and other emerging
technologies. In point of fact, the
one core question all these issues
have in common is the moral status of the embryo, a status that cannot logically shift arbitrarily from
one issue to the next. The answer to
that basic question has profound
implications for society now, and in
the future, as the technologies and
their underlying science unfold
much faster than the larger societal
consideration of the impact.
Although there is much disagreement and inconsistency in
the larger society, the position of

but the Word which is incarnate
and living.’ If the Scriptures are
not to remain a dead letter,
Christ, the eternal Word of the
living God, must, through the
Holy Spirit, open our minds to
understand the Scriptures” (No.
108).
Pope Benedict XVI: “Let us
never forget that ‘when the sacred
Scriptures are read in the Church,
God himself speaks to his people,
and Christ, present in his own
word, proclaims the Gospel.’ If it
is to be properly understood, the
word of God must be listened to
and accepted in a spirit of communion with the Church and
with a clear awareness of its unity
with the sacrament of the
Eucharist. Indeed, the word
which we proclaim and accept is
the Word made flesh (cf. Jn 1:14);
it is inseparably linked to Christ’s
person and the sacramental
mode of his continued presence
in our midst. Christ does not
speak in the past, but in the present, even as he is present in the
liturgical action” (Sacramentum
Caritatis, 45).
the Catholic Church has long been
consistent regarding the moral status of the embryo as a person in
every moral sense from conception, and deserving of both human
dignity and protection at every
stage of development. Likewise,
this basic position has been consistently applied across a range of
reproductive and other issues and
articulated in widely accessible
documents, including the recent
“Dignitas Personae” (CDF, 2008)
and the Ethical and Religious
Directives for Catholic Health Care
Services, now in its fourth edition
(NCCB/USCC, 2001).
As a Catholic Jesuit University
which particularly treasures the
Catholic tradition in teaching
courses in health care ethics, we
are committed to a deep exploration of a full range of bioethical
issues health care providers might
face. As such, students are challenged to consider complex issues
in all aspects of health care, to form
consistent and well-reasoned positions that inform their professional practice, and to assume
leadership roles in the larger societal dialogue.
Deb Bennett-Woods
Chair, Health Care Ethics
Director, Ethics and Leadership
in the Health Professions Center
Regis University
Denver

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. We rely on
our readers to recognize that the opinions
expressed in letters to the editor are those
of the author and are not necessarily those
of the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters
containing plainly misstated facts,
misinformation or libelous statements will
not be printed. Unsigned letters will not be
printed. Letters will be edited. Send letters
to: Editor, Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303715-2045. E-mail us at:
editor@archden.org.
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THE CATEQUIZ’EM
Probably because of
his chivalric military
prowess, St. George is
a patron of whom?
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
St. George’s Day is April 27. This
quiz looks at this dragon slayer.

c. Manamana.
5. This military order which
spread the faith in Eastern and
northern Europe also has
George as one of their patrons:
a. The Knights Templar;
b. The Teutonic Knights;
c. The Hospitallers.
6. This one may be a saintly nobrainer. St. George is patron of:

11. He is patron of this Russian
capital:
a. Moscow;
b. St. Petersburg;
c. Kiev.
12. Young men may know
George as patron of this
organization started by BadenPowell:
a. The Knights of Mole;

a. Pen Dragon, Wales;

b. Boy Scouts;

b. The jungle;

c. Young Whippersnappers for
BP.

c. Georgia (the country).

1. Bet Giorgis is a building
dedicated to St. George in this
African country with a rich
Christian past. St. George is the
patron saint of the country:

7. Probably because of his
chivalric military prowess, St.
George is a patron of these:
a. Horsemen;

13. According to Shakespeare,
Henry V used the phrase “God
for Harry, England, and St.
George” as a rallying cry to get
his troops to go here:

a. Mali;

b. Druze militias;

a. Once more down the pub;

b. Ethiopia;

c. Pacifists.

b. Once more onto the beach;

c. Yemen.

8. St. George is the patron of
England but also of this
peculiarly named English society
of honor and fame:

c. Once more unto the breach.

a. Andorra;
b. Ceuta;
c. Portugal.
3. This city, historically
dominated by a Maronite elite,
also has St. George as its
patron:
a. Beirut;
b. Damascus;
c. Jaffa.
4. George is also patron of this
Slovenian city whose name
presents a pronunciation
challenge to many non-Slovenes:
a. Ptuj;
b. Split;

b. The Order of the Garter;

14. George, again because of his
military history, is patron to
these, whose tools include
various types such as cross,
long and composite:

c. The Order of Fryes.

a. Sword makers;

9. If George had really wanted to
slay a dragon he would have had
to trek to this island or one of
its neighbors:

b. Archers;

a. The Order of the Big Fat Pig;

c. Fry cooks.

a. Ireland;
b. Malta;
c. Komodo.
10. George is honored outside
the Catholic world. In the East
he is patron of Istanbul, better
known in Christian history as:
a. Nicaea;
b. Constantinople;
c. Trebizond.

ANSWERS: 1.b, 2.c, 3.a, 4.a, 5.b, 6.c,
7.a, 8.b, 9.c, 10.b, 11.a, 12.b, 13.c, 14.b

2. George is also patron saint of
this Iberian country, which only
has one border with Spain:

Pray
the
Rosary

ASK AN APOLOGIST

A QUESTION ABOUT THE FILIOQUE
Q: Is it true that for several centuries the popes forbade the
use of the filioque (“We believe
in the Holy Spirit ... who proceeds from the Father and the
Son [Latin: filioque])” in the
Nicene-Constantinopolitan
Creed? Does the fact
that later popes did
add it compromise the
doctrine that the pope
is infallible in matters
of faith and morals?

upon at the Ecumenical Council.
Only if a pope were to condemn
the filioque as actually erroneous would papal infallibility be
threatened. Today Eastern
Orthodox Churches still object
to the use of the filioque by
Western Christians,
seeing it as a lack of
respect for the authority of the Ecumenical
Councils. Many of
these Orthodox also
consider it dogmaticalA: It is true that until
ly wrong, but their
the 11th century the
numbers have been
popes did not allow
shrinking in recent
J
O
E
L
B
A
R
S
T
A
D
the insertion of the fildecades, owing to ecuioque in the Creed
menical dialogues in which
used in Rome, for the reason
Catholics and Orthodox have
that it is not found in the origicome to know each other’s thenal Creed as written by the
Second Ecumenical Council (A.D. ology better.
381). Before its adoption in
Rome, however, the filioque was
widely used in other parts of the
Western Church that were in
communion with Rome. The
popes did not teach that the
doctrine expressed by the filioque was wrong or that it
changed the essential meaning
of the Creed, only that it should
not be inserted into the
Ecumenical Creed as agreed

This week’s apologist is Joel
Barstad, a professor at St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary
currently teaching the Trinity,
patristics and sacred art.
Barstad is a member of Sts.
Cyril and Methodius Russian
Byzantine Catholic Community
at St. Elizabeth of Hungary
Church in Denver. Send your
question for Ask an Apologist
to: editor@archden.org.
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More than 2,000 see Archbishop Dolan’s installation in New York
NEW YORK (CNS)—St. Patrick’s
Cathedral in New York overflowed
with people, music, incense and
good will for the April 15 installation of Archbishop Timothy M.
Dolan as the 10th archbishop of
New York. More than 2,000 guests
in the cathedral listened to two
church choirs and a brass ensemble and watched on television
monitors as Archbishop Dolan,
waiting outside on 50th Street,
waved, pointed, grinned and
called out to many of the 1,000
robed clergy and laity who moved
into place ahead of him in the 45minute opening procession. His
entrance through the main doors
of the cathedral on Fifth Avenue
was greeted with echoing ap-

BRIEFS
Indiana bishop urges
Catholics not to
participate in Obama
protests

WASHINGTON (CNS)—Calling
the protests against President
Barack Obama’s planned commencement speech at the
University of Notre Dame “unseemly and unhelpful,” Bishop
John M. D’Arcy of Fort WayneSouth Bend, Ind., advised
Catholics not to attend such
demonstrations. Bishop D’Arcy released a statement on Good
Friday, a few weeks after announcing he was disappointed with the
Catholic university for its invitation to Obama to speak at the May
17 commencement and its decision to award him an honorary degree. The bishop and other critics
of Obama have said his support of
legal abortion and embryonic
stem-cell research make him an
inappropriate choice to be commencement speaker at a Catholic
university. Bishop D’Arcy, in whose
diocese Notre Dame is located,
also announced weeks ago he
would boycott the graduation cer-

CNS PHOTO/POOL

Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan
waves as he arrives for his Mass
of installation at St. Patrick's
Cathedral in New York April 15.
emony as his own silent protest of
Obama’s abortion policies. “I urge
all Catholics and others of good
will to stay away from unseemly
and unhelpful demonstrations
against our nation’s president or
Notre Dame or (Holy Cross) Father
John I. Jenkins,” president of the
university, he said in the April 10
statement. “The Notre Dame community is well-equipped to supervise and support discussions and
prayer within their own campus.”

Undocumented
immigrants’ portrait:
intact families, higher
poverty

WASHINGTON (CNS)—The nation’s population of about 12 million undocumented immigrants
has more intact families and stayat-home moms, higher rates of
poverty and lower percentages of
people with health insurance than
the population in general. A demographic “Portrait of Unauthorized
Immigrants” released by the Pew
Hispanic Center April 14 reported
few dramatic changes in the characteristics of the population in the
five years since Pew’s last such report. It noted that after growing

plause. The Mass of installation
was attended by 12 cardinals and
more than 115 archbishops and
bishops. Some 800 priests in
white chasubles participated
from a sea of folding chairs arrayed on three sides of the high
altar. The Gospel, read by a deacon, was Luke’s description of
Jesus meeting the disciples on the
road to Emmaus. In his homily,
Archbishop Dolan said contemporary Christians should turn to
Jesus and “recognize him again in
his word, in the ‘breaking of the
bread’ and in his Church. Let him
‘turn us around’ as he did those
two disciples, turned them
around because, simply put, they
were going the wrong way.”
rapidly between 1990 and 2006,
the population of undocumented
immigrants has stabilized, changing little since 2006. Among the
more striking differences reported,
however, are a higher percentage
of “mixed-status” families, where
the children are U.S. citizens and
one or both parents are in the
country illegally. Pew reported that
8.8 million people live in mixedstatus families, consisting of 3.8
million undocumented immigrant
adults and half a million children
in the country without documents. The balance, 4.5 million,
are U.S. citizens or legal immigrants. Men ages 18-39 make up 35
percent of the undocumented immigrant population; many of them
are single. But Pew estimates that
47 percent of undocumented immigrant households consist of
couples with children, which compares to 35 percent of legal immigrant households and 21 percent
of households of U.S. natives.

Pope celebrates
low-key birthday with
brother at papal villa

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope
Benedict XVI celebrated a low-key
birthday with his brother at the
papal villa in Castel Gandolfo. The
pope, who turned 82 April 16, had
a very informal “family celebration” that included a visit by a
small group of top Vatican officials,
the Vatican’s spokesman, Jesuit
Father Federico Lombardi, told reporters. The officials, including the
secretary of state, Cardinal Tarcisio
Bertone, visited the pope in the
morning to offer their birthday
wishes. The pope then had a private lunch with his brother, Msgr.
Georg Ratzinger, who turned 85
early this year, Father Lombardi
said. The Vatican spokesman said
the pope received from government and church leaders worldwide many letters wishing him a
happy birthday and “even some
sweets.” Italian President Giorgio
Napolitano, who sent a special
written message for the pope’s
birthday and the fourth anniversary of his election as pope April
19, thanked Pope Benedict for his
support of those hit by the April 6
earthquake in central Italy.
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Serrans honor religious sisters at Rector’s Dinners guests to view rare St. John’s Bible
annual appreciation luncheon

PHOTO BY RAY CHRISTMAN

An anticipated snow storm
failed to dampen the attendance
and spirits of more than 75 religious sisters, as they braved wet
roads and heavy winds to gather
at the Serra Club of Denver’s annual
Religious
Sisters
Appreciation Day on April 4.
The high winds outside failed
to match the high level of exuberance of the assembled religious sisters. For 20-plus years
the event, held this year in the
parish hall of Church of the
Risen Christ, has been a festive
social occasion for the religious
sisters of the archdiocese to
come together, catch up with
their friends, enjoy a luncheon

and wait excitedly for prize
drawings.
“In past years, part of our gifts
to the sisters were gift certificates
to grocery stores and restaurants, but this year the feeling of
our members was that cash was
a more appropriate gift,” said
event chairman Jim Hilger. “In
addition, there were our usual
gifts of opera tickets, airplane
rides and gift food baskets.”
Every sister received gifts
ranging from $55 to $200, organizers said.
The day started with a Mass for
the sisters, celebrated by Father
Darrell Schaffer, chaplain to the
Denver Serrans.

Rector Father Michael Glenn
will host the inaugural Rector’s
Dinners for St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary on April
24 and 25 at the institute located
at the John Paul II Center, 1300
S. Steele St.
Each of the Rector’s Dinners
will begin with Mass at 6 p.m.
followed by a cocktail party and
a gourmet meal in the seminary
refectory served by and attended by all the St. John Vianney
seminarians.
The activities will be highlighted with a keynote address by
Father Glenn on the state of the
priesthood in the Archdiocese of
Denver. Additionally, the John
and Carol Saeman family have
loaned the seminary their unique
and rare St. John Bible for viewing
at the Rector’s Dinners.
In the eighth century, near
what are now Scotland and
England, Benedictine monastic
scribes created a Bible that
today is one of the longest surviving monumental manuscripts in the Western world.
Nearly 1,300 years later,
renowned calligrapher Donald
Jackson
approached
the

CNS PHOTO BY DIANNE TOWALSKI, ST. CLOUD VISITOR

THE FIRST COMPLETED page of the handwritten St. John's Bible
illuminates the Gospel of Matthew. The unique Bible, created by
calligrapher Donald Jackson, was commissioned by St. John's
University in Collegeville, Minn. A copy will be on display at the
April 24 and 25 Rector's Dinners.
Benedictine monks with his lifelong dream to create the first
handwritten illuminated Bible
commissioned since the invention of the printing press. The
St. John’s Bible uses ancient materials and techniques to create

a contemporary art masterpiece
that brings the word of God to
life for the contemporary world.
Reservations are still available
for the Rector’s Dinners. Call
303-282-3413 or e-mail bob.
hurley@archden.org.
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Mary garden: a flower-enhanced tranquil
spot to reflect on the Blessed Mother
BY JULIE FILBY

Picture this scenario: a little boy
picks a brightly colored fuchsia
and holds the blooms up to his
mother’s ears. He giggles and
says, “Look Mommy, earrings!”
The mother smiles lovingly at her
son, who is so pleased with the
gift he has given her.
Now, imagine that child is Jesus
and the mother is the Blessed
Virgin Mary.
This is just one of the many legends associated with flowers and
the life of Mary. Since medieval
times, hundreds of flowers have
taken their name from the life,
virtues and mysteries of Mary.
Some writers even claim that all
flowers are dedicated to her.
There is perhaps no better way
to honor Mary and enjoy the
beauty of nature than by spending time in a “Mary garden.”
A Mary garden is an area, of any
size, filled with flowers, plants or
herbs either named after the
Blessed Mother, or that carry a
legend related to her. The garden
also contains a representation of
Mary—either a statue, plaque,
icon, holy card or other image.
Each plant can offer a reason
for reflection, inspiration or meditation.
“Sitting in a Mary garden leads
me to think about Mary, and remember the stories of her life as
the mother of Jesus—both the
glory and the struggles,” said the
author of “Mary’s Flowers:
Gardens,
Legends,
and
Meditations,” Vincenzina Krymow.
“She is the mother of all of us. I feel
comforted by her presence.”
A Mary garden may be a single
pot indoors, a sizeable plot outdoors, or anything in between.
They can be found at parishes,
schools, homes, shrines, convents and other institutions.

MARY GARDEN
RESOURCES
Online: mgardens.org;
udayton.edu/mary
Books: “Mary’s Flowers:
Gardens, Legends and
Meditations” (St. Anthony
Messenger Press, 1999) by
Vincenzina Krymow; “Catholic
Traditions in the Garden” (Our
Sunday Visitor, 1997) by Ann
Ball; “The Flora of the Sacred
Nativity” (Taylor and Francis,
originally published 1900, republished 2000) by Alfred E.P.
Dowling
PHOTO PROVIDED

THE MARY garden at Our Lady of the Valley in Windsor.
Establishing a Mary garden at
home is an act of faith that can
enhance one’s spiritual life by offering an individual or family a
holy place to reflect and pray for
Mary’s intercession.
“The thing I tell people who already have a garden is that they
probably have many of Mary’s
flowers and herbs already there,
so establishing a Mary garden is
easy,” Krymow said. “(Dedicating
it to her) means being aware of
the flower names and legends,
honoring Mary by being attentive
to them, and adding an image of
Mary.”
For someone establishing a
new garden, Krymow recommends thinking of their favorite
flowers or herbs, then researching
them.
“They will probably find they
are associated with Mary,” she
said. “They can start their garden
with their favorite plants, then
add more as they discover others
that remind them of Mary.”
Additional recommendations
were offered by landscaper design-

ers and master gardeners, John
and Teri Riviera, parishioners at
Our Lady of the Valley in Windsor.
The Rivieras, under the direction of
pastor Father James Spahn, designed and maintain the Mary garden at Our Lady of the Valley. It was
implemented in 2004 with the help
of many volunteers.
“Make your garden an inviting
place where you can focus on
Mary—a quiet and private area,
free from distraction,” said John.
“Consider fragrant plants that
blossom throughout the season.
Also, make sure you select plants
that are appropriate for the climate
and soil in northern Colorado.”
Teri, who grew up on a farm
and has always liked to “get her
hands dirty,” added that it is nice
to mix perennials (plants that return year after year) with annuals
(plants whose life cycle lasts only
one year).
“You can really change the look
of your garden each year with different annuals,” she said.
They both suggested going to a
reputable nursery, with qualified

COLORADO
GARDENING TIPS
Online: www.ext.colostate.edu
Book: “Colorado Gardeners
Guide” (Cool Springs Press,
2001) by John Cretti

MARY GARDEN
SUBMISSIONS
Readers are invited to submit a
photo and brief write-up about
their Mary garden for publication consideration in a future
Denver Catholic Register. Email (high resolution jpg) to: editor@archden.org. Mail to: DCR
Editor, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver CO 80210.

personnel, for advice.
There are many Mary gardens
throughout the Archdiocese of
Denver—some of particular interest include St. Martin de Porres
Parish in Boulder, Our Lady of the
Mountains in Estes Park and the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception in
Denver.

MARY GARDEN FLOWERS
While hundreds of flowers are linked
to our Lady, these are a select few
and their associated legends.
Madonna Lily: The angel Gabriel is
believed to have been holding a lily,
representing purity, when he appeared to Mary to announce she
would bear a child.
Columbine: Known as “Our Lady’s
Shoes” because they were said to
have sprung up wherever Mary’s feet
touched the ground when she was on
her journey to visit Elizabeth.

after Mary laid Jesus’ clothes on it
to dry.
Lily of the Valley: Legend claims
when Mary cried at the cross, her
tears turned into these flowers.
Marigold: Called “Mary’s Gold” by
early Christians who placed them
around statues of Mary, offering
them instead of coins. It was also
said that Mary used the blossoms
as coins.

Oxeye Daisy: Legend tells of the
Magi being led to Jesus’ manger by
stars that turned into these “Star
of Bethlehem” flowers.

Rose: The “Queen of Flowers” is a
privileged symbol for Mary, queen
of heaven and earth. When St.
Dominic instituted the devotion of
the rosary, he described each separate prayer as a tiny rose.

Lavender: “Mary’s Drying Plant”
was said to have received its scent

For more flowers dedicated to Mary,
visit mgardens.org.

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

SPRING FLOWERS are available at local greenhouses such as this display at Welby Gardens in Denver.
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Upcoming golf tournaments offer fun while benefitting worthy Catholic causes
BY JOHN GLEASON

Attention all duffers. Even if
you don’t a know a mashie from
a niblick from a cleek, arrival of
spring means one thing—time
to dust off the golf clubs and
head for the links. In the
Archdiocese of Denver, there are
many parishes, schools and organizations that sponsor golf
tournaments, often as fundraising activities. These tournaments offer people a chance to
get out into the fresh air, make
new friends and see just how
steady they can keep their swing
after a long winter off. The following is a partial list of some
golf tournaments in the area.
St. James Church’s annual golf
tournament is a fundraiser for
the parish school. The May 2
event will consist of both 18 regulation holes as well as a round of

mini golf and will be held at
Kennedy Golf Course, 10500 E.
Hampden Ave. in Aurora.
Shotgun start for the main course
is 8 a.m., for mini course it’s 9
a.m. For cost and registration,
call Lucille at 303-333-8275 or email school.office@stjamesdenver.org.
Bishop Machebeuf High
School is sponsoring the Pat
Panek
Memorial
Golf
Tournament, to be held at
Arrowhead Golf Club on May 29.
Shotgun start is at 7:30 a.m.
Cost is $140 per player, which
includes golf, lunch, gift and five
door-prize drawing tickets. Call
303-344-0082 or the visit the online
newsletter
at
Machebeuf.org.
J.K. Mullen High School is
gearing up for the 21st annual
Brother Bernard Golf Classic,
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

Do you not
know that
the runners
in the
stadium all
run in the
race, but only
one wins the
prize? Run
so as to win.
Every athlete
exercises
discipline in
every way.
They do it to
win a
perishable
crown, but
we an
imperishable
one.
1 Cor 9:24-25

A PLAYER enjoys the Seeds of Hope golf tournament in this file
photo from 2006. Benefit golf tournaments abound throughout
the Archdiocese of Denver.

June 3 at Fossil Trace Golf Club
in Golden. The classic will have
a 7:30 a.m. shotgun start and
will benefit tuition assistance.
Players of all abilities are welcome to take part. Details, fees
and online registration available
online at mullenhigh.com.
Holy Family High School’s
20th annual Tiger Golf Classic is
set for June 12 at Broadland’s Golf
Course. A great day is planned
with team competition in three
divisions. Participants will come
away with a Tiger Golf Classic
souvenir, continental breakfast
and awards banquet following
the tournament with prizes galore. Contact Marianne Alonzi at
marianne.alonzi@holyfamilyhs.c

om if interested in sponsoring
the event or in serving on the golf
committee.
Holy Cross Parish’s second
annual golf tournament will
take place June 20 at Saddleback
Golf Course, 9631 Frontier St., in
Firestone, Colo. Be prepared for
fun, fellowship and fantastic
prizes. Entry fee of $100 provides golf, cart, range balls,
breakfast and lunch. For more
information, contact Noel at
303-451-8905.
Seeds of Hope Charitable
Trust will hold its annual golf
tournament
at
Lakewood
Country Club on Aug. 10. Cost is
$1,500 per foursome so call
three friends and prepare to
play one of the premiere golf
courses on the Front Range.
Sponsorships are available. For
details and registration information, call 303-715-3127.
Golf for Arrupe the annual
tournament for Arrupe Jesuit
High School, will take place on
Aug. 24 at the Sanctuary in
Sedalia, Colo. Lunch, tournament and awards dinner afterward are part of this worthwhile
event. Details are available by
calling 303-455-7449 or e-mailing LVieira@ArrupeJesuit.com.
Regis Jesuit High School’s
fifth annual Fall Classic at the
Sanctuary in Sedalia, Colo., is
set for Sept. 9. This first-class
event supports scholarship opportunities for students in need.
For more information, contact
Leslie at 303-269-8040 or send
e-mail to lpera@regisjesuit.com.
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Archbishop
About nuts, bolts and nails

understand and share everything
about the human heart. This is
how fiercely He loves us.

From Page 2

Healing begins with conversion

will help build a culture of life.
We need to change. But societies only change when families
change, and families only
change when individuals
change. Without a conversion to
humility, non-violence and selflessness in our own hearts, all
our talk about “ending the violence” may end as pious generalities. It is not enough to speak
about reforming our society
and community. We need to reform ourselves.
Two questions linger in the
aftermath of the Littleton
tragedy. How could a good God
allow such savagery? And why
did this happen to us?
In regard to the first: God gave
us the gift of freedom, and if we
are free, we are free to do terrible,
as well as marvelous, things …
And we must also live with the
results of others’ freedom. But
God does not abandon us in our
freedom, or in our suffering. This
is the meaning of the cross, the
meaning of Jesus’ life and death,
the meaning of He descended
into hell. God spared his only
Son no suffering and no sorrow—so that he would know and

In regard to the second question: Why not us? Why should
evil be at home in faraway places
like Kosovo and Sudan, and not
find its way to Colorado? The
human heart is the same everywhere—and so is the One for
whom we yearn.
He descended into hell. The Son
of God descended into hell …
and so have we all, over the past
few days. But that isn’t the end of
the story. On the third day, He
rose again from the dead. Jesus
Christ is Lord, “the resurrection
and the life,” and we—His brothers and sisters—are children of
life. When we claim that inheritance, seed it in our hearts, and
conform our lives to it, then and
only then will the violence in our
culture begin to be healed.
In this Easter season and
throughout the coming months,
I ask you to join me in praying in
a special way for the families
who have been affected by the
Columbine tragedy. But I also ask
you to pray that each of us— including myself—will experience
a deep conversion of heart toward love and non-violence in
all our relationships with others.

GUEST COLUMN
BY ABRAHAM MORALES

that support us and hold us together.
More than one person has told
Some people hope God will
me that I have a “loose nut” in the communicate with them in a spechead, and maybe they’re right. But tacular way, as he did with Moses
I’m not going to talk about that or St. Paul, or in dreams or through
type of nut here. Instead, I plan to angels, but it’s more likely that he
focus on the kind used to support will speak to you quietly, acting
things and about what we can much like those inconspicuous
learn for our lives from
bolts and nails that are
nuts, bolts and nails.
always there discreetly
Have you ever noticed
doing their work.
that practically everyWhen I was a boy I was
thing that surrounds us
really impressed by the
is supported by nuts,
calling of Samuel. He inibolts and nails? Think
tially confused God’s
about it: you wake up in
voice with Eli’s until Eli
a bed supported by nails
told him to respond by
and bolts and you get
saying, “‘Speak, Lord, for
ABRAHAM
into your car or on the
your servant is listening.”
MORALES
bus, and nearly the enI hoped that one day God
tire vehicle is assembled with would call me as clearly and directnuts and bolts. Right now while ly. Years later I realized that God’s
you’re reading, take a look around call throughout my life came
you and notice how many things through more common means.
are supported or assembled by And that’s more than OK with me.
these small metal objects.
It’s the same voice of God.
What do you see? A bookcase,
So, I invite you to discover or to
table, desk, doors, blinds—even a re-discover the nuts and bolts in
computer has tons of tiny nuts your life—to recognize how God
and bolts inside. It’s the same works in the small, seemingly inwith our homes; they are sus- significant, simple and unspectained by nails, staples (which is a tacular details of your life. Many
type of nail), nuts and bolts. Our times you don’t realize that God is
life is surrounded by these simple there, but when you pay a little
pieces of metal.
more attention you see that he is
Nails and bolts are really cheap; at work holding you up and keepyou buy them by the bunch, they ing you together. He also does
are easy to find and we get them in this for your family, your commuall sizes. Maybe because they are nity, your Church.
such a common part of our lives
Finally, perhaps the work you
we don’t realize that those insignif- do in your parish group or church
icant pieces of metal—cheap and ministry is the job of a nail or a
simple as they are—are what sup- bolt: modest, simple and unnoports or sustains most of what we ticed. The challenge is to accept
use in our daily life. They are a tiny with humility doing the job of the
part of a larger object—but what nail.
an important part they play!
And about that “loose nut” in
Imagine sitting on a chair with no my head—it probably can’t be
bolts or nails. Or imagine a car fixed. But I’m happy this way.
without any of its components
connected by nuts and bolts.
Abraham Morales is the associThese small objects have two main ate director of Hispanic Ministry
objectives: they connect and sup- for the Denver Archdiocese and a
port larger items so we can have a columnist for El Pueblo Católico,
less complicated life.
the archdiocese’s Spanish-lanYour spiritual life, too, depends guage monthly newspaper. This
on nuts, bolts and nails for sup- column won Morales a first-place,
port and union. What we discover Spanish-language Catholic Press
is God is in the nails and bolts Association Award.

1 2 l LO C A L N E W S

APRIL 22, 2009 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal needs
support of many to fund vital ministries
Annual appeal is
currently under way

ARCHBISHOP’S
CATHOLIC APPEAL

BY JOHN GLEASON

Using a quote from the Book
of Romans (12:8), “He who gives
alms should do so generously,”
the 2009 Archbishop’s Catholic
Appeal (ACA) is under way.
Money raised through the appeal supports nearly 40 services
and
ministries
of
the
Archdiocese of Denver.
In an open letter from
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput
O.F.M. Cap., Catholics of northern Colorado were thanked for
supporting the appeal in past
years and were reminded that
there is still much work to be
done.
“Since my appointment as the
spiritual shepherd for the
Archdiocese of Denver …our
faith community has donated
nearly $82 million …a magnificent tribute to the sacrifices of
our people,” the archbishop
said. “…while we can be proud
of our accomplishments, we
must not yield to complacency.”
Todd Smith, director of annual giving for the Archdiocese of
Denver, said that in recent years
close to 28 percent of registered
households have taken part in
the campaign. That means nearly 31,000 people stepped forward and sacrificed on behalf of
others. Smith added that he believes, even given the uncertainty of the economy, area
Catholics will continue to be
generous. That’s the legacy of
the faithful.
“The goal of the appeal this
year is $8.5 million,” he said.
“This archdiocese is known for

For more information, visit
online at archden.org, click on
“Offices” then on the
“Archbishop’s Catholic
Appeal” link or call 303-7153111.

THE POSTER for the 2009
Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal
highlights this year’s theme, “He
who gives alms should do so
generously.” The appeal helps to
fund 40 vital services and ministries in the archdiocese.
helping others, even when times
are tough. In 2009, more than in
recent years, our success will lie
in numbers. The appeal cannot
rely on a few who are wealthy,
but on many who are willing.”
Monies raised from the appeal
help support a myriad of ministries in the archdiocese including the two seminaries, Catholic
Charities, the Vocations Office,
the Office of Catholic Schools,

Marriage and Family Life, and
other vital programs charged
with nurturing aspects of the
human person and spreading
the Gospel message.
Smith said all registered
parishioners will receive a letter
from Archbishop Chaput this
week, if not sooner.
“Announcement Weekend” will
be April 25-26,” he said. “Pastors
will speak at all Masses, reading
the archbishop’s letter announcing the beginning of the appeal.”
May
2-3
is
called
“Commitment Weekend” for the
ACA. On those days, lay witnesses will share how appeal proceeds have helped various archdiocesan ministries.
“Follow-Up Weekend” is May
9-10, when parishes ask help
from those who have not yet
contributed.
“There will be pledge cards in
the pews and volunteers to help
people fill them out,” Smith
said. “All contributions are tax
deductible to the extent of the
law, and can be made in easy
monthly installments.”
If people want to use their
credit card, they can call 303715-3111.
For more information, visit
archden.org, click on “Offices”
then on the “Archbishop’s
Catholic Appeal” link.

Mount Olivet cemetery and archdiocesan
mortuary get new assistant director

Please support the advertisers who help support the Denver Catholic Register!

Originally from Toledo, Ohio,
Lloyd Swint, director of St.
Simeon Cemetery in Aurora, has where he worked as a police officer, Swint moved to
been named assistant diColorado in 1988 and
rector of Mount Olivet
worked
for
the
Cemetery and of the
Arapahoe
County
Archdiocese of Denver
Sheriff’s Office. He left
Mortuary, which are lothere in 2003 to come to
cated at 12801 W. 44th
work
for
the
Ave. in Wheat Ridge.
Archdiocese of Denver,
The announcement
becoming director of
was made last week by
Michael Wright, director LLOYD SWINT the then-newly opened
St. Simeon Cemetery.
of the Archdiocese of
Denver Mortuary and Mount He said he’s looking forward to
Olivet Cemetery. Swint takes over his new assignment.
“Officially, I’ll be the assistant
for George Malesich, who has left
director of the Archdiocese
to pursue other interests.
“Lloyd is a very qualified candi- Denver Mortuary and Mount
date,” Wright said. “As director of Olivet Cemetery and maintain diSt. Simeon, he’s done a wonderful rectorship over St. Simeon,” he
said. “The position will cover
job.”

many things: assisting Mike at
the mortuary, and overseeing
many day-to-day administrative
and operational matters.
“Of course,” he added, “our
focus is the ministry work, ensuring that the caring for the dead is
carried out in accordance with
the customs and teaching of the
Church.”
Swint said he was pleased that
the public announcement of his
new appointment is being made
on St. Simeon’s fifth anniversary.
“Archbishop Chaput blessed
the cemetery on April 22, 2004,”
he said. “It’s been a delight to be
associated with it.”
Swint and his wife Julie have six
children and are members of St.
Mary Parish in Littleton.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Healing Service and Praise Mass: with
Father Sebastien Pelletier, music led
by Phil Perez, at St. Catherine of Siena
Church, 4200 Federal Blvd., Denver.
See ad on page 5.
May 2: 6:30 p.m.

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Spring Basement Sale: at St. James
Parish, 1314 Newport St., Denver.
Household items, clothes, books and
collectables. Call 303-333-2529 for
details.
April 23 - 25: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Knights of Peter Claver: 2009 District
Conference to be held at Renaissance
Hotel in Denver. More information
available online at kofpc.org
April 24 - 26

1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Tickets $75
a person. Call 303-937-4420 for more
information.
May 22: 6 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Menuha 2009: retreat for women at
St. Malo Retreat Center. Call 303-4312309 for registration information.
May 17 - 21

Everything you want: at the indoor
rummage sale at Immaculate Heart of
Mary Church, 11385 Grant Drive,
Northglenn. Free admission.
April 25: 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
April 26: 8 a.m. - noon

Learn to make movies: at Catholic
Animation Camp. Two summer sessions now taking reservations for
camp to be held at Regis University in
Denver. Call Steve for cost and reservation information, 303-358-1108.
June 8 - 12
June 15 - 19

Prayer Breakfast: for Catholic professionals at Seven 30 South Restaurant,
730 S. University Blvd., Denver.
Speaker will be Sean Dalton from
FOCUS. Call Frank at 720-219-1265 for
details.
May 1: 7:30 a.m.

National Catholic Bible Conference:
coming to St. Thomas More, 8035 S.
Quebec St., Centennial. Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput O.F.M. Cap., will be
keynote speaker. Details online at
catholicbibleconference.com.
June 26 - 27

Choral Festival Concert: at St. John
the Baptist Church, 323 Collyer St.,
Longmont. Call 303-776-0737 for information.
May 2: 7 p.m.
Fashion Show: sponsored by Pure
Fashion at Grand Hyatt Hotel, 1750
Welton St., Denver. Refreshments,
silent auction and entertainment.
Tickets $40 per person. Call 720-4823573 for information.
May 3: 2 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Appreciation Dinner: for Clergy and
Religious, sponsored by Serra Club at
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish Hall,
5450 S. Lemay Ave., Fort Collins.
Auxiliary Bishop James Conley will be
featured speaker. Tickets $25 per
person. Call 970-225-1285.
May 5: 6 p.m.
Late Nite Catechism: a fundraiser for
J.K. Mullen High School Athletic
Department, 3601 S. Lowell Blvd.,
Denver. Tickets $35 per person. Call
303-761-1764 ext. 3335 for details.
May 9: 7 p.m.
Spring Dance: presented by North
Metro Catholic Singles at St. Mark’s
Parish Center, 3141 W. 96th Ave.,
Wesminster. Cost $15. Call 303-4578289.
May 9: 6:30 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Dinner and Banquet Address: by
Cardinal Arinze sponsored by the
Augustine Institute at JPII Center,

Retreat: sponsored by Wyoming
Council of Catholic Women with Father
Benedict Groeschel, CFR, director.
Call 307-383-0588 for details.
July 3 - 5

PILGRIMAGE/TOURS
Join Christ the King parishioners: for
a ten-day pilgrimage to Ireland. See
Kilkenny, Dingle Peninsula, Galway and
much more. Cost is $3,250 for all-inclusive trip from Denver. Call 303674-3155 for information.
June 1 -12
Travel to Lourdes and Lisieux: this summer with Community of the Beatitudes.
Email anthony.beatitudes@gmail.com
for travel information.
July 8 - Aug. 10
Pilgrimage to Italy and Holy Land:
with Father Greg Mirto. Call 303-8576570 for details.
Oct. 8 - 22
Travel to Germany and Austria: in
2010 to visit home town of Pope
Benedict XVI; attend Passion Play of
Oberammeragau. Call 303-455-0447
for details.
May 31 - June 10, 2010
Spaces now available: for German tour
sponsored by St. Frances Cabrini
Parish which will include viewing of
Passion Play. Call Betty at 303-6103522 for travel information.
Spring, 2010
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10 dynamic experts to present National Catholic Bible Conference in Denver
BY CLAUDIA CANGILLA
MCADAM

To gain insight into the Bible.
To get more out of Mass. To enrich their prayer lives. To be better equipped to pass along the
faith. All are reasons why individuals may wish to dive deeper into
the Scriptures.
The ideal opportunity for doing
just that will present itself June 26
and 27 when Denver hosts the
2009 National Catholic Bible
Conference (NCBC). Attendees
are expected to hail from all parts
of the United States and Canada.
With a theme of “Scripture in
the Life and Mission of the
Church,” the conference is an answer to the call of the Scripture
Synod held in Rome last fall in
which Pope Benedict XVI urged a
“robust and credible pastoral
promotion of the knowledge of
sacred Scripture.”
Nationally-renowned educator,
speaker, and author Jeff Cavins will
be a presenter and a keynote
speaker. He noted that Denver
was the ideal spot for the conference, not only because the city is a
crossroads of America and easily
accessible to all, but also because
Denver “has a history of Pope John
Paul II laying down a challenge for
evangelization there,” he said, referring to the late pontiff’s 1993
World Youth Day visit to the Mile
High City.
The conference will begin with
Mass and then a keynote address

NATIONAL CATHOLIC
BIBLE CONFERENCE
When: June 26-27
Where: St. Thomas More
Catholic Parish, 8035 S.
Quebec St., Centennial
Information/registration:
catholicbibleconference.com or
1-888-842-2853
Discounts: available for priests,
religious, seminarians, groups of
five or more, and those
registering by May 1

by Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap.
“This conference will be a great
opportunity for people to be inspired by some wonderful teachers and to come to know and love
the written word of God in a profound and prayer-filled way,” the
archbishop said.
Tim Gray is president of the
Augustine Institute, a sponsor of
the event along with Ascension
Press and the Denver Catholic
Biblical School.
Conference attendees, said
Gray, will be able “to sit at the feet
of some of the most dynamic
speakers and teachers in the
Catholic Church and to get re-energized in being Christian.”

A lineup of 10 stellar Biblical
scholars from across the country
will be making a wide range of presentations geared for three separate tracks, so each participant can
choose his or her particular area(s)
of interest. These tracks are:
knowledge, which includes substance-oriented presentations to
increase understanding of the text;
transformation, which is taking
the word and applying it to one’s
life; and mission, which is evangelization-oriented.
Participants will be able to
choose from among two-dozen
talks delivered over the two days. A
sampling of the offerings includes
the following: Gray will introduce
the ancient prayer method of lectio

divina as he demonstrates how
praying with Scripture can empower and transform one’s prayer
life. Cavins will show how the geography of the Holy Land is key to
understanding the full sense of the
Bible. He will also give a talk on
how to deal with anger. Augustine
Institute provost and professor
Edward Sri will lead a biblical tour
of the Mass.
“If we understand the biblical
background of the Mass parts
better, we will understand more
what we are really saying and
doing in the Mass and be able to
give ourselves more to our Lord
in the liturgy,” he said.
Sarah Christmyer, author of
“The Bible Timeline Guided
Journal” will reveal how the Book
of Revelation can be a practical
guide for life in these uncertain
times. Mary Healy, author of “Men

and Women are from Eden” will
uncover the layers of meaning in
the story of the woman at the well.
Denver Catholic Biblical School
interim director Deb Holiday will
speak about “spiritual warfare –
fighting the real powers and principalities that keep us from God.”
Curtis Martin, the founder of the
Fellowship of Catholic University
Students (FOCUS) will discuss
how sharing the Gospel helps people to discover the secrets to lasting joy. Peter Williamson, author
of “Catholic Principles for
Interpreting Scripture,” will explore St. Paul’s motives, message
and methods of evangelization.
Brant Pitre, author of “Jesus, the
Tribulation, and the End of the
Exile,” will explain the historical
context of the New Testament.
In his presentations, Thomas
Smith, co-author of “Adventures
in Revelation,” will demonstrate
“how we each carry into the
Church and the world the three
offices of Christ; how we cultivate
the characteristics of Christ (the
Fruit of the Spirit); and how we
are continually renewed and refreshed for the task by the true
Sabbath rest that Christ offers us
all.”
“This conference is for anyone
who wants to know and love God’s
word to us in Scripture, whether it
be people who have just recently
started studying the Bible or those
who have been studying Scripture
or even leading Scripture studies
for many years,” said Sri.
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TEENS hold candles in a show of remembrance during a candlelight
vigil at the Columbine Memorial in Clement Park in Littleton April 19.

Vigil
From Page 1
will be. Remembering them and
living our own life to the fullest
go hand-in-hand. I’m glad to see
so many people come out
tonight.”
Around the external ring of
the memorial, also engraved on
stone tablets, are statements
about Columbine made by parents, students and community
members, including one by former President Bill Clinton.
One says, “I hope that when
people come to this place they’ll
think about how to be better
people rather than reflect on
death.”
Reading that, vigil attendee
Mike Tappen, who has no personal connection to Columbine,
nodded in agreement.
“That’s so true,” he said. “Part

Reflections
From Page 3
and it keeps my emotions where
they need to be rather than a list
of people who died.”
A member of St. Frances
Cabrini Parish, DeAngelis recalled that after the shooting,
then pastor Father Ken Leone
held a service for the community.

of remembering is what we do
with what we have left, how we
live. Everyone will take a different lesson from what happened
here. You can’t help but feel
changed.”
Oblivious to the myriad of
photographers and television
cameras recording the event, the
people who came gave silent
testament that the tragedy and
its victims are remembered.
Leah Andersson wasn’t even
living in Colorado when
Columbine occurred. She said
that when she moved to Denver,
the memorial was one of the first
places she wanted to visit.
“I believe everyone should
come see this and read the
names of the victims and what
each tablet has to say about
them,” she said. “Whether it’s a
moment of silence or a prayer,
this event is part of our history,
and not one that should ever be
forgotten.”
More than 400 Columbine students attended.
“Father Ken had the students
extend their hands over me and I
felt as if the Holy Spirit was descending,” DeAngelis said. “I was
carrying a lot of survivor’s guilt up
to then, but Father Ken reminded
me that God always has a plan
and that I was spared to help the
community recover. I put my life
in God’s hands and it has made all
the difference in the world.”

