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Urgent action needed to protect
medical care conscience clauses
BY MOST REV. CHARLES J. CHAPUT O.F.M. CAP.

The most important thing I can do with my column this week is
share with Colorado Catholics the following urgent analysis by the
National Committee for a Human Life Amendment:
“The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is
inviting public comment on a proposal to rescind an important
December 2008 federal regulation. The 2008 regulation implements
and enforces three federal laws protecting the conscience rights of
health care providers, especially those at risk of being discriminated
against because of their moral or religious objection to abortion …
“As they did when the conscience regulation was first proposed,
pro-abortion groups are again
trying to flood HHS with comACTION ALERT
ments attacking conscience
rights. Their chief message:
Rescind the regulation because Readers are urged to contact
conscience clauses (which they the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services by close of
call ‘refusal’ or ‘denial’ clauses)
business April 9 to oppose
interfere with women’s ‘access’
rescinding conscience clause
to health care. These groups
rights. Send e-mail to:
want to force doctors, nurses
proposedrescission@hhs.gov.
and hospitals to violate their
consciences or leave the profes- Mail comments (one original and
two copies) to: Office of Public
sion. The Catholic community
Health and Science, Department
and others must speak out so
this will not happen. [The key] of Health and Human Services,
Attn: Rescission Proposal
points:
Comments, Hubert H. Humphrey
“• Religious liberty and freedom of conscience have been
Building, 200 Independence
building blocks of our society
Ave., SW, Room 716G,
since its founding. We respect
Washington, D.C. 20201.
conscientious objection for
those opposed to war, physicians opposed to taking part in capital
punishment, and others who object to involvement in the taking of
life. We can do no less in the context of abortion.
“• Conscience protection does not threaten access to health care.
Allowing health care providers to serve the public without violating
their consciences protects and enhances access to health care, by
ensuring continued participation by some of our most dedicated
health professionals. Catholic and other faith-based providers are
specially called to serve the poorest and most vulnerable, from the
inner city to remote rural areas—if they are driven away, who will replace them?
“• Abortion, in particular, cannot be seen as ‘standard’ health care.
Most physicians, nurses and hospitals choose not to provide abortion, and the Hippocratic Oath that established medicine as a profession has rejected abortion for many centuries. Forcing health
professionals to be involved in abortion against their will shows a
distorted sense of priorities—one that will irreparably damage the
healing professions and undermine efforts to work together for
health care reform.”
Catholic health care has played a hugely valuable role in serving
the American public for generations. Catholic doctors and nurses
have served their profession and their patients with extraordinary
distinction. The whole point of “Catholic” medical care, of course, is
that it’s done because of the Gospel and is offered in a manner consistent with the moral beliefs the Catholic community holds about
the dignity of the human person. If Catholic medical care were
forced to violate its own moral identity, it would cease to exist.
Yet that seems to be exactly the goal of the current administration’s proposed repeal of medical care conscience regulations.
Despite all the pious propaganda by abortion supporters about
“choice” and “conscience” when it suits their purposes, they’re very
happy to violate the consciences of those who disagree with them—
in this case, Catholic medical care providers and professionals.
Underneath the public relations veneer, the “abortion-rights” lobby
is not about tolerance. It’s about intolerance and coercion. For the
so-called “pro-choice” movement, it isn’t enough, and it will never
be enough, that abortion is legal. Abortion must also be forcibly affirmed—especially at the expense of people of character who regard
it as gravely wrong. And nobody should be surprised. Evil is always
big on tolerance until it gets the upper hand.
Catholic doctors, nurses and medical facility staff urgently need to
speak out publicly against the proposed regulation repeal. But this
is really a matter that concerns the whole Catholic community. The
United States was founded on religious and moral freedom. A false
“right” to abortion does not trump that freedom. We all need to understand the gravity of this issue, and act on it now.
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Eucharistic adoration: Keeping vigil
BY JULIE FILBY

When Jesus said, “I am with
you always” (Mt 28:20), he
meant it!
This anecdote offers one interpretation: Christ could have
risen from the dead and walked
the Earth as a man. But what if
he was visiting friends in Africa
and someone really needed him
in Denver? Christ, in his great
humility, appears in the form of
bread so that he may be in every
Catholic Church in the world.
Whenever we need him, we can
find him. He sits … in a tabernacle … waiting for us to visit.
While Mass is undoubtedly
the greatest act of worship for
Catholics, eucharistic adoration
outside the Mass offers the
faithful another opportunity to
spend time in the physical presence of the Lord Jesus.
The image of physically
spending time with Jesus has
been part of Catholic tradition
since the beginning. Jesus, in
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ON THE AFTERNOON of March 19, faithful pray in the adoration
chapel of Holy Family Parish in northwest Denver. Adorers, from left,
are Thomas and Elaine Ihle, Rita Buchholz and Gertrude Wilke.
the Garden of Gethsemane,
mournfully asked His disciples,
“Could you not watch with me
one hour?” (Mt 26:40)
This desire to be close to

Christ’s physical presence continues. People “taking turns”
keeping vigil in front of the
Eucharist has been rediscovered
in our country, according to

How do you spend your time at eucharistic
Worshipers share
how they pray
COMPILED BY JULIE FILBY

This question was posed to
adorers in the archdiocese. The
Denver Catholic Register appreciates every response received.
Several are highlighted below.
Carol, 50, is a married parttime preschool teacher. During
Lent, she goes once or twice a
week. She drops in the rest of
the year.
I have a very personal conversation with Jesus. This can be
very emotional. I am completely
honest and open in our conversations, much like with a spouse
or friend. When I leave, I have a
feeling of total union with God.
There is no one who knows me
better.
Russell, 47, has been married
18 years and has two “tweenage” daughters. He works in the
insurance industry. He is a sub-

stitute adorer between midnight and 6 a.m., filling in for
regular adorers, usually once a
week.
I am not a good “pray-er”—but
when I am in the adoration
chapel I am able to focus my
mind on Mary and Jesus in a way
that I can’t anywhere else. I pray
something contemplative, the
rosary or Stations of the Cross. I
am closer to Jesus when I am in
the chapel than any other time. I
know that Jesus is in the room
with me, listening to my prayers.
Stephanie, 36, is married,
with a young child and works
part-time as a project manager.
She shares a weekly holy hour
with her husband, so they both
generally go twice a month.
I spend the time just talking to
God. I tend to ramble on, but I
feel that I can say or ask for anything because I have His full attention. Or maybe it’s really because He has my full attention.
There are no distractions, no
rush. An hour goes by quickly
when you’re talking to God. The

extra hours at adoration each
month has really brought our
family closer together. We feel
more hope, more thanks, and inspired to be better people and
Catholics.
John, 73, is married and retired from construction management. He has a set time each
week, and has been going to
adoration for about 13 years. He
also drops in, based on the circumstances of the day.
For the last several months I
have been meditating on the
“The Dialogue of St. Catherine of
Siena.” I also try to spend time
just looking at our Lord in the
Eucharist recognizing that he is
standing right there before me,
looking at me, seeing into my
heart and soul. Next to confession and Mass, adoration has become a part of my life that I cannot be without.
Elizabeth, 28, is single and
works full-time in the insurance industry as well as being
an active youth volunteer. She
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with Christ
Anthony Lilles, academic dean
at St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary.
Adoring the exposed “Blessed
Sacrament,” as the Eucharist is
affectionately called, takes place
when it is put in a sacred vessel
called a “monstrance” and people gather to worship the Lord
“exposed,” explained director of
liturgy for the archdiocese
Deacon Charles Parker.
Exposition may be in a church
or in a separate chapel, and is
often referred to as “holy hour,”
although there is no required
length of time for worshipping.
“Someone not accustomed to
spending long periods of time
with the Lord might consider
stopping in for five or 10 minutes,” Lilles said. “Time with the
Lord is never wasted.”
Parishes may have annual,
monthly, weekly, daily or “perpetual” adoration—meaning
the eucharistic adoration continues non-stop, 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
To find out more about
enhancing your spiritual life
with eucharistic adoration,
contact your parish office.
Many adoration chapels are
secured and require a code for
keypad access. For parishes
throughout the diocese that
offer adoration, visit the Office
of Liturgy’s Web site at
archden.org/Adoration or call
303-715-3156.

“A (perpetual) adoration
chapel totally renews the spirituality of a parish,” said Father
Kenneth Leone, pastor of Risen
Christ Parish.
He estimates that 1,000 people come through Risen Christ’s
chapel each week.
“Our confessions have tripled
since we put the chapel in (four
years ago),” he added.
Father Leone himself gets up
at 4:30 every morning, makes
strong coffee and spends the
first hour of the day with the

adoration?

See Adoration, Page 16

the week. It helps me face the
hills and valleys of life. I recommend it to everyone.

drops in weekly, and always in
times of crisis.
I love it when no one else is
there and I have the opportunity
to speak out loud to Him. I hold
nothing back. I tell Him the
whole story as if he never heard
it. I relate “dropping in” on Christ
to dropping in on my boyfriend.
Jesus likes surprise visits—he appreciates it when you take five
minutes to say hi on your way
home from work or when you’ve
been out with friends. He waits
all day for YOU to come to visit.
It’s like, He’s having a party and
invited everyone, but when you
get there, he runs to the door to
welcome you because he’s been
waiting for you the whole time.
Alice, 66, has been married
for 44 years and is retired from
her own home daycare. She
adores weekly and on other occasions when possible.
I begin with the rosary and
read from The Living Faith—
Daily Catholic Devotions. The
peace and joy during that hour is
awesome, it carries me through

Lord. He says being in the actual
presence of Jesus, face-to-face,
gives him incredible energy.
Adoring
the
Blessed
Sacrament in silence is traditionally called mental prayer or
contemplation.
The “Catechism of the
Catholic Church” defines contemplative prayer (oracion mental) as “Nothing else than a close
sharing between friends; it
means taking time frequently to
be alone with Him who we know
loves us” (No. 2709). These are
the words of St. Theresa of Avila,
one of the foremost writers on
contemplative prayer.
This
“sharing
between
friends” or mental prayer during
a holy hour may include reading
and meditating on Scripture, offering prayers of petition and
thanksgiving—the word eucharist is derived from the Latin
eucharistia meaning “thanksgiving”—praying the rosary, performing an examination of conscience, journaling, reading
about the saints and other spiritual reading.
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THE BLESSED SACRAMENT is
exposed at Christ the King
Chapel in Denver.

Karen, 40, is a divorced single
mom of one daughter. She
works full-time in sales and
travels with her job, however
describes her real vocation as
being a “mommy”. She goes to
adoration regularly and says
“the Holy Spirit often does the
driving.”
When I am stressed, the Holy
Spirit nudges me to go—even
when it is the last thing I feel like
doing! These are the times I am
most glad I went and sat with
Christ. I leave relieved, peaceful
and closer to Christ. I pray the
rosary and talk to the Blessed
Mother. Ironically, she was a single mom too, so I know she carries my burdens, feels my anxieties and calms my fears. When
traveling, I find the universal
availability of adoration at any
Catholic Church a respite and a
place of community, even when I
am not at “home.” It is symbolic
of God never leaving us—no
matter where we are, we are
never alone.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
March 25: Mass and dedication, Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Northglenn (6:30 p.m.)
March 26: American Jewish Committee – Colorado Chapter – National Human Relations Award Dinner, Grand
Hyatt Denver
March 29: Mass and dedication of new altar, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, Concordia, Kan. (10 a.m.)
March 30: Archdiocesan Finance Council Meeting, JPII Center (8:30 a.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
March 25-30: Spanish language study program, Guadalajara, Mexico.

A brief history of eucharistic adoration
The history of eucharistic adoration is explained in great detail
by Father Benedict J. Groeschel,
C.F.R., and James Monti in their
book, “In the Presence of the
Lord: The History, Theology, and
Psychology of Eucharistic
Devotion” (OSV, 1996).
According to this reference,
there is evidence that perpetual
adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament may have occurred
as early as the sixth century in
the Cathedral of Lugo in Spain.
However, early incidents of eucharistic devotion were fragmentary and occurred in different parts of Europe at a time
when communication was extremely primitive.
“We can only speculate that
early practices cultivated strong
private devotion to the sacrament in the first thousand years
of the Church,” said Anthony
Lilles, academic dean at St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary.
“Formal liturgical adoration of
the Eucharist outside the Mass,”
he added, “began only in the
eleventh century.
“Because the Eucharist was
given to the dying in the form of

Chad, 37, is married with two
children and works as a sales
manager. He goes to adoration
once a week before work, and
generally drops in two or three
other times a month.
The Eucharist is the most important element of our faith. We
separate ourselves just by showing up…especially when we are
tired or facing adversity. So, I
“show up” to honor and thank
Jesus for all he did for us. Who
showed up to witness His crucifixion? His mother, two friends
and one of the Twelve
Apostles…that’s it. I reflect on
whether or not I would’ve had
the courage to “show up” to witness that pivotal moment. Better
yet, I can participate in that moment—outside the boundaries of
time and space— by going to
adore our eucharistic Lord.
Nicole, 38, is married and
owns a sports bar, but for the
most part, she is a stay-at-home
mother of two. She goes to adoration at least twice a week
(once alone, once as a family).
I feel it is important for us to go
as a family so my children (ages 8
and 14) know that no matter
what is going on, there is a place
they can go and see and spend
time with Jesus. I listen to the
Divine Mercy Chaplet, as well as
praying the rosary with meditations from St. Faustina. It’s a
time to reflect, pray and regain
my spiritual ground.
Hailey, 8, is a second grader,
and the youngest of our contributors. She goes every week
at 6 a.m. with her parents and
her brother.

viaticum
(reception
of
Communion when there is
probable danger of death), the
Church developed the practice
of reserving the Blessed
Sacrament,”
Lilles
said.
“Sometimes in the sacristy, but
also in the Church itself.”
During the Middle Ages, it was
reported that a secluded group
of anchorites (hermits) built huts
up against the sacristy where the
Eucharist was reserved.
“They wanted to live close to
the Eucharist,” Lilles said.
“They would keep a vigil candle
lit and pray.”
There was evidence the anchorites requested permission
to keep the Eucharist reserved
from Good Friday until Easter
Sunday morning. This period of
time—about 40, hours or the
length of time the body of
Christ is believed to have been
in the tomb—is possibly the
foundation of a devotion started in the 16th century known as
the “Forty Hours.”
“There was something organic going on,” Lilles said. “But
there was not a lot of written
record.”

I pray, read, finish my homework and listen to the Divine
Mercy Chaplet on my I-Pod. Even
though it’s early, it makes me feel
good all day! My mom says,
“Time spent with Jesus is never
wrong. Jesus is happy to watch
me finish homework, read, pray
and even occasionally sleep.”
Tom, 56, is an engineer who
works on flight simulators.
After 10 years holding a weekly
spot, he is currently a substitute
adorer.
I particularly like it when I’m
there by myself. It’s very peaceful.
I say a rosary, or sometimes several rosaries, each for different
people whose needs have
touched me. When I am doing
something for the Church, I
sometimes do it in the adoration
chapel. I’ve often wondered what
the people must have thought
when they saw me there working
on my laptop!
Terri, 40, is a married stay-athome mom and active volunteer. She’s been a regular adorer
for more than five years, going
at least once a week, and dropping in at other times.
I get clarity on issues when I
spend quiet time alone with the
Lord. When I first started, the
hour seemed long—such a
change from my busy life as wife
and mom, to sit quietly and have
time to myself, in prayer. Now,
the hour flies by. We all ask the
Lord to speak to us, but we fail to
listen for his voice. Spending
time in adoration allows God the
opportunity to have your undivided attention.
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Food, sex, and us
George F. Will calls Mary Eberstadt “intimidatingly intelligent.”
George must be easily intimidated these days, because Mary is one
of the nicest (and funniest) people I know.
She’s also our premier analyst of American cultural foibles and
follies, with a keen eye for oddities that illuminate just how strange
the country’s moral culture has become.
In mid-2008, Mary penned the “The Vindication of Humanae
Vitae,” the best defense of the encyclical written on its 40th anniversary. (If you missed it, you can retrieve it at firstthings.com).
Now, in Policy Review, she’s written “Is Food the New Sex?”, a brilliant dissection of culinary puritanism and bedroom libertinism
that includes the greatest subhead in recent magazine history:
“Broccoli, Pornography, and Kant.” But don’t let the invocation of
the Sage of Koenigsberg put you off your feed, so to speak; the article is quite accessible to those who last encountered The Critique of
Pure Reason via Cliff Notes.
Mary Eberstadt’s argument is neatly conveyed by her fictitious,
but telling, tale of two women.
Betty is 30-year-old Jennifer’s grandmother. Imagine Betty when
she was 30—in, say, 1958. Betty didn’t think about food a lot. She
cooked and served her family lots of red meat, baked cookies and
pies using refined sugar, gave the kids whole milk, got many of her
vegetables out of tin cans, snuck in the occasional Swanson’s TV
Dinner, and imagined that the only critical judgment involved in
eating centered on the question, “Does it taste good?”
By contrast, her granddaughter Jennifer has settled opinions
about food—lots of settled opinions, which she thinks of as moral
judgments engaging serious questions of good and evil. She wouldn’t ingest a bacon cheeseburger if she were starving. Swordfish
steaks are forbidden, because swordfish are an endangered species.
Frozen foods are for cannibals and Republicans; “organic” is in, refined sugar is out; tinned anything is yuck, because of both the
food and the tin can.
On the other hand, if Betty imagined judgments about food to involve relatively trivial questions of taste, she knew that there was an
area of domestic life in which grave questions of right and wrong really were involved—and they had to do with sex: sex outside marriage was bad, period. Jennifer, despite her moralizing about food
and her censoriousness about lardbellies watching the Super Bowl
while scarfing down potato chips and California dip, is unprepared
to make moral judgments about sex the way Betty was. In fact,
Jennifer believes that there are no serious moral judgments involved
in sex (of whatever declination) “so long as no one else gets hurt.”
Sex once involved taboos, transmitted by culture and powerfully
enforced by society. Food is now taboo-ridden among upscale
young people, while life for many American 30-somethings is a
sexual free-fire zone. In that zone, moral judgments are not only
eliminated but actively proscribed by strong taboos: “Why are you
so judgmental?” “Why are you imposing your values on others?”
Violate those taboos, and you risk the kind of ostracism once visited upon Hester Prynne.
What’s going on here? Mary Eberstadt suggests that a weird inversion is underway, driven by unfocused but slightly guilty consciences: “The rules being drawn around food receive some force
from the fact that people are uncomfortable with how far the sexual
revolution has gone – and not knowing what to do about it, they turn
for increasing consolation to mining morality out of what they eat.”
When I was a teenager, one of the reasons Americans went to
Europe was to eat, it being assumed that American cuisine was inferior. Which it was, in the main. Today, there are very, very few
wonderfully edible things that you can’t find in American stores
and restaurants. Indeed, one of the signal improvements in
American culture over the past two generations is its new respect
for food. But better cooking and a deepened respect for the culinary arts are one thing; misplaced moral judgments are another. If
Whole Foods is a culture’s answer to the demise of the Sixth
Commandment, that culture is suffering from moral indigestion.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

March 29: Fifth Sunday of Lent
Scripture readings:
• Jeremiah 31:31-34
• Psalm 51:3-4, 12-15
• Hebrews 5:7-9
• John 12:20-33
Overview: The first reading
from Jeremiah is one of few passages in the Old Testament where
the idea of the “new covenant” is
mentioned explicitly. Jeremiah
was a prophet during the
Babylonian Exile, which was interpreted as Israel’s punishment
for breaking the covenant established at Mount Sinai. Unlike the
first covenant, which was engraved in stone, the new
covenant would be written on the
hearts of the people. Echoing
Moses who said, “The word is
very near you; it is in your mouth
and in your heart so that you can
do it” (Dt 30:14). Jeremiah wanted to convey the idea that fidelity
to God was not simply a matter of
obeying rules, but of loving him

with one’s whole heart, soul and
strength (Dt 6:4). Jesus perfectly
exemplified the steadfast love
and fidelity required of God’s
people through what he suffered,
and thus became the “source of
eternal salvation for all who obey
him” (second reading). Finally,
the Gospel reading focuses on
Christ’s impending death. It begins with an inquiry by “some
Greeks” who said to Philip, “We
want to see Jesus.” The cross was
the means by which the barrier
between Jew and gentile would
be abolished and the new
covenant established. Only
through his death would Christ
“produce much fruit,” bringing
salvation to all people.

breaking the covenant and behaving like a prostitute. They
announce a new and eternal
covenant. ‘Christ instituted this
New Covenant.’” (No. 64; 762).

Key verse: “The days are coming, says the LORD, when I will
make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of
Judah” (Jer 31:31).

Pope Benedict XVI: “A sign
stood above the cross of Jesus,
indicating who he was: the King
of Jews. The kingship of Jesus
was proclaimed before all the
world. Now he is truly ‘lifted up.’
In sinking to the depths, he rose
to the heights. Now he has radically fulfilled the commandment of love; he has completed
the offering of himself, and in
this way he is now the revelation
of the true God, the God who is
love. The cross of Jesus is a cosmic event. The world is darkened when the Son of God is
given up to death. The earth
trembles. And on the cross the
Church of the gentiles is born”
(“Way of the Cross”).

“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”:
“Through
the
prophets, God forms his people
in the hope of salvation, in the
expectation of a new and everlasting covenant intended for
all, to be written on their hearts.
Israel is to be the sign of the future gathering of all nations. But
the prophets accuse Israel of

Application: Every Mass represents Christ’s sacrifice and
thus confirms and renews the
New Covenant. It’s a sign and invitation for all people to a unique
personal relationship with God.
In the sacraments of the new
covenant, God writes his law of
love on our heart so we can experience it in a deeply personal way.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Celebrate the
Annunciation
On March 25 we observe the
glorious
feast
of
the
Annunciation of the incarnation
of the Lord Jesus. Although it
may appear unseemly to be
planning a great liturgical celebration while still in the penitential season of Lent, holy
Mother Church encourages us
to spare nothing in creating a
proper greeting for the Savior as
he comes into this world as one
of us.
While the Annunciation is no
longer a holy day of obligation in
the United States, it is a day relieved of Lenten restrictions. Just
as over 2,000 years ago a weary
world was transformed in an instant by the presence of Jesus in
the womb of the young virgin,
Mary, we should reflect that

transformation in our own lives
in our parish by letting it be
known to the world that we believe in that transformation and
in the new life effected on that
day.
This is a special time for those
of us in the Respect Life effort.
For most of the year we come together at Mass to remember
those whose lives have been
taken from us by abortion. On
the Annunciation, we come together to celebrate the lives of
those who have yet to be born,
who like Jesus, are unable to be
seen but whom we know to be
truly part of our family, and are
loved and cherished beyond
words. Let us gather our families
and have processions, taking
Jesus and Mary the gift of our
very selves.
Mary Ann Little
Denver

THE SAINTS: ST. LUCY FILIPPINI
1672-1732
Feast –
March 25
Orphaned
as a child,
Lucy found
a spiritual
father in
the bishop of Montefiascone
and Corneto, Italy, who wanted
to educate young people,
especially young women.

Working with him and Blessed
Rose Venerini, Lucy helped
form the Institute of the
Maestre Pie and founded and
maintained girls’ schools in
that diocese and beyond. The
institute, which came to be
known as the Religious
Teachers Filippini, is credited
with the religious and social
improvement of Italian women
well before compulsory
education.
© 2008 CNS

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than
250 words and should include
the writer’s name, address and
telephone number. We rely on
our readers to recognize that
the opinions expressed in
letters to the editor are those of
the author and are not
necessarily those of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Letters
containing plainly misstated
facts, misinformation or libelous
statements will not be printed.
Unsigned letters will not be
printed. Letters will be edited.
Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 or
fax to 303-715-2045. E-mail us
at: editor@archden.org.

Register seeks
‘best’ fast-food
fish sandwich
The Denver Catholic Register
invites its readers to tell us which
fast food restaurant offers the
best fish sandwich and why you
think so. Results of the poll will
be published in a future issue of
the Register. Send your vote to:
editor@archden.org.
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Today, we celebrate
the solemnity of the
Annunciation.
How do we know the
Annunciation
happened in March?
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
1. What is the Annunciation?
a. It is from the Greek and
means “bread to come,”
signifying that Lent is almost
over;
b. It means “announcement”
(specifically, the announcement
of the imminent birth of Christ);
c. It refers to instructions issued
to cleanse the temple before
Passover.
2. How do we know it happened
in March?
a. From the carvings left on the
side of the house by Mary and
her cousin;
b. The date is given in the
Gospel of Judas as the
beginning of the end for Judas;
c. We don’t, it is an interpolation
based on Christmas occurring
when it does.

3. Where in the Bible do we learn
about it?

b. The sheep ran after Mary to get
back their manger;

a. Matthew’s Gospel;

c. Mary’s cousin’s unborn baby
leapt.

b. Luke’s Gospel;
c. Nowhere; it is a matter of
tradition.

9. Her cousin refers to Mary as:

4. Mary sets out on a journey.
What may be unusual about this?

b. The true daughter of Israel;

a. She is not reported to be with
anyone and is traveling in haste
while pregnant;

10. Her cousin makes a statement
which shows that she knows who
Mary’s unborn child is. She says:

b. Women were not allowed to
travel in Judah;

a. I know who that unborn child is
Mary, I sure do;

c. She did not take the donkey
that we see from the Nativity
narrative that she owned.

b. And how does this happen to
me; that the mother of my Lord
should come to me?

5. She visits this lady:

c. You must call him Jesus, no
matter what.

a. Anna;

a. The winner of a great prized;
c. Blessed among women.

c. Martha.

11. Mary then recites a prayer
known usually as the:

6. She (Question 5) is also:

a. Magnificat;

a. Pregnant;

b. Fructus;

b. Betrothed but not married;

c. Jesus Prayer.

c. Married to a carpenter called
Joseph.

12. Mary acknowledges her own
lowliness and, without any
boastfulness, predicts:

b. Elizabeth;

7. Who will that child turn out to
be?
a. Herod the Great;

a. From now on will all ages will
call me blessed;

b. John the Lesser;

b. Many people will use the name
Mary;

c. John the Baptist.

c. My son will work miracles.

8. What unusual occurrence is
noted?
a. At the sound of Mary’s greeting,
the cock crowed three times;

ANSWERS: 1.b, 2.c, 3.b, 4.a, 5.b, 6.a,
7.c, 8.c, 9.c, 10.b, 11.a, 12.a

THE CATEQUIZ’EM

ASK AN APOLOGIST

Q: WHY DO I HAVE TO GO TO A PRIEST
TO GET GOD’S FORGIVENESS?
A: Sin separates us from God,
tuted both the institution of the
from the Church and from one
Catholic ministerial priesthood
another. Confession to the priest
and the sacrament of confession.
overcomes and heals these broChrist gave his first priests, the
ken relationships because the
Apostles, the normative authority
priest is the sacramental presto forgive and retain sins. It was
ence of Christ in the
his intention that all
Church. “On the
sins be forgiven
evening of the first day
through the Church by
of the week, when the
auricular confession of
doors were locked,
sins to the priests.
where the disciples
Catholics do not conwere, for fear of the
fess sins to a priest inJews, Jesus came and
stead of to God; rather,
stood in their midst
we confess to a priest
FATHER
and said to them,
representing God. The
ANDREAS
‘Peace be with you.’
prayer of absolution
HOCK, S.S.D.
When he had said this
says, “I absolve you
he showed them his hands and
from your sins, in the name of the
his side. The disciples rejoiced
Father and of the Son and of the
when they saw the Lord. Jesus
Holy Spirit.” It is in God’s name
said to them again, ‘Peace be
that the priest forgives. In the
with you. As the Father has sent
end, it is the divinely ordained
me, so I send you.’ And when he
teaching authority of the Church
said this, he breathed on them
that assures me of the necessity
and said to them, ‘Receive the
of the sacrament of Confession.
Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forThis week’s apologist is Father
give are forgiven them, and
Andreas Hock, S.S.D., chair of
whose sins you retain are rethe sacred Scripture department
tained’” (Jn 20:19-23; see also
at St. John Vianney Theological
Gn 2:7).
Seminary. Send your question
This moment, when Jesus
breathed on his Apostles, consti-

for Ask an Apologist to:
editor@archden.org.
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BRIEFS
Pope declares year of
the priest to inspire
spiritual perfection
VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope
Benedict XVI declared a year of
the priest in an effort to encourage “spiritual perfection” in

priests. The pope will open the
special year with a vespers service
at the Vatican June 19—the feast
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and
the day for the sanctification of
priests. He will close the celebrations during a World Meeting of
Priests in St. Peter’s Square June
19, 2010. The pope made the announcement during an audience
March 16 with members of the
Vatican Congregation for Clergy.
He met with some 70 participants

of the congregation’s March 16-18
plenary assembly, which focused
on the missionary identity of the
priest and his mission to sanctify,
teach and govern. During this jubilee year, the pope will also proclaim St. John Vianney to be patron saint of all the world’s priests.
At present he is considered the
patron saint of parish priests. This
year marks the 150th anniversary
of the death of this 19th-century
saint who represents a “true ex-

Every one
to whom
much is
given, of
him will
much be
required.
Luke 12:48

ample of a priest at the service of
the flock of Christ,” the pope said.
St. John Vianney is widely known
to Catholics as the Cure (parish
priest) of Ars who won over the
hearts of his villagers in France by
visiting with them, teaching them
about God and reconciling people to the Lord in the confessional.

Growing guilt means
people are ready for
confession, pontiff
says
VATICAN CITY (CNS)—While
more and more people seem to
have trouble seeing some of their
actions as sins, the fact that so
many people feel guilty means
they are open to hearing about

the need for confession, Pope
Benedict XVI said. In a message
to priests participating in a special course for confessors, the
pope said the formation and education of consciences is a pastoral priority for the Church.
Paradoxically, “to the degree that
one loses a sense of sin, unfortunately there increases a sense of
guilt,” the pope said in a message
released March 14 at the Vatican.
Catechesis, homilies and other
forms of preaching, spiritual direction and the celebration of the
sacraments of the Eucharist and
of penance all are important occasions for helping people recognize their sins and their need for
forgiveness, the pope told the
priests attending the course
sponsored by the Apostolic
Penitentiary, the Vatican tribunal
dealing with confession and matters of conscience.
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Vatican official:
Brazilian girl, doctors
needed mercy after
abortion
VATICAN CITY (CNS)—A 9-yearold Brazilian girl and the doctors
who performed the girl’s abortion
needed the Catholic Church’s care
and concern, not its condemnation, said a leading Vatican official.
Archbishop Rino Fisichella, president of the Pontifical Academy for
Life, criticized what he called a
“hasty” public declaration of the
excommunication of the girl’s
mother and the doctors who aborted the girl’s twins. The girl “in the
first place should have been defended, hugged and held tenderly
to help her feel that we were all on
her side” he wrote in the Vatican
newspaper, L’Osservatore Romano,
March 15. “Before thinking about
excommunication, it was necessary and urgent to protect her innocent life and bring her back to a
level of humanity of which we men
of the Church should be expert witnesses and teachers,” he said.
“Unfortunately, this is not what
happened and it has impacted the
credibility of our teaching, which
appears in the eyes of many as insensitive, incomprehensible and
devoid of mercy,” he said. Doctors
at a hospital in Recife, Brazil, performed an abortion March 4 on the
girl, who weighed a little more than
66 pounds and reportedly had
been raped repeatedly by her stepfather from the time she was 6
years old. Abortion in Brazil is illegal except in cases of rape or if the
mother’s life is in danger.

Pope outlines his view of African synod’s main themes
BY JOHN THAVIS

YAOUNDE,
Cameroon
(CNS)—Pope Benedict XVI offered a sneak preview of the
Synod of Bishops for Africa,
identifying several issues he believes will be crucial.
Above all, he said, the Church
in Africa is called to be a healing
community on a continent torn
by “savage conflicts” and other
tragedies.
The pope spoke in Cameroon
March 19 to a council of bishops
preparing the October synod.
Earlier in the day, he delivered
the synod’s working document
to African bishops at a Mass.
The pope’s essential point,
one he has stressed during his
visit to Africa, was that to carry
out its mission in society “the
Church must be a community of
persons reconciled with God
and among themselves.”
“In this way, she can proclaim
the good news of reconciliation
to contemporary society, which
unfortunately experiences in
many places conflicts, acts of violence, war and hatred. Your
continent, sadly, has not been
spared, and it has been and continues to be a theater of grave
tragedies which cry out for true
reconciliation between peoples,
ethnic groups and individuals,”
he told the bishops’ council.
The Church is challenged in a
special way by local or regional
wars, massacres and genocides
perpetrated in Africa, he said.

CNS PHOTO/L'OSSERVATORE ROMANO VIA REUTERS

POPE BENEDICT XVI greets a
group of pygmies from the Baka
community outside the nunciature
in Yaounde, Cameroon March 20.
The pygmies gave the pontiff a
gift of a live turtle before he left
Cameroon for Angola.

The aim is to show Africans that
through Jesus they all belong to
the same family, and so reject
hatred and injustice, he said.
The Church’s goal, he said,
should be to “enhance African
traditions and to correct and
perfect their concept of life, humanity and the family.” The
Church must do so by presenting Jesus Christ as the one mediator and redeemer, he said.
“The Christian vocation consists in letting oneself be freed
by Jesus Christ,” he said.
The pope reminded African
bishops of the continent’s long
history of contributions to the
Church, especially in the theological development of the early
centuries.
With Christianity thriving in
Africa again, he suggested it
might be time for a theological
rebirth, too. He suggested a par-

ticular field of study for modern
African theologians: the depth
of the Trinitarian mystery and
its meaning for everyday African
life.
The pope paid tribute to the
missionary efforts of the last 500
years and singled out catechists
for praise. The tens of thousands
of catechists in Africa have
helped bring about inculturation, served as a link between
local communities and their
priests and bishops, and inspired many to join the Church,
he said.
“This was a case of Africans
evangelizing other Africans. In
evoking their glorious memory, I
greet and encourage their worthy successors who work today
with the same selflessness, the
same apostolic courage and the
same faith as their predecessors,” he said.
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Busy legislative session for Colorado Catholic Conference
Bills on tuition
equity, domestic
partnership and
contraception of
particular interest to
Catholic community
BY JOHN GLEASON

This legislative session, the
Colorado Catholic Conference is
involved with several bills winding their way through the legislative process. The conference
is the state-level, public policy
arm of the Catholic Church in
Colorado.
Jennifer Kraska, executive director of the conference, said
bills addressing tuition equity,
domestic partnership benefits
and contraception are of particular interest.

COLORADO
CATHOLIC
CONFERENCE
For information on these or
any other bills before the
state Legislature, or for
information on reaching your
legislators, contact the
Colorado Catholic
Conference at 303-8948808 or online at
cocatholicconference.org.

Senate Bill 170, sponsored by
Sen. Chris Romer, D-Denver,
concerns nondiscrimination in
determining the amount students pay for higher education if
they have been part of the educational system in the state.
“The conference supports SB170 because it gives students
who went to school in Colorado

the right to pay in-state tuition,
regardless of immigration status,” she said. “The conference
looks at it this way: these kids
didn’t make the decision to
come to this country, this state,
but they should be afforded the
opportunity to pay the same tuition prices that any other student would pay.”
Kraska added that in the current form of the bill, no taxpayer
dollars are used or being earmarked toward these students.
“It doesn’t give anyone automatic scholarships or grants,”
she said. “It just allows them the
chance to pay in-state tuition.”
Kraska said that the bill faces
some opposition in both houses, but Gov. Bill Ritter has said
he supports it and has indicated
that he’ll sign it should it reach
his desk.
House
Bill
1260,
the
Designated
Beneficiary
Agreement, sponsored by Rep.

Mark Ferrandino, D-Denver,
and Sen. Jennifer Veiga, DAdams County, would authorize
two competent adults, who are
not married, to enter into a designated beneficiary agreement,
making each adult a designated
beneficiary of the other. In the
absence of a legal document, a
designated beneficiary agreement entitles each party to,
among other things, be a proxy
decision-maker, be treated as a
dependent under the other designated beneficiary’s benefits
for health insurance and have
standing to sue for wrongful
death of the other designated
beneficiary.
Initially opposed to the legislation, Kraska said the conference is now monitoring the bill
as it is discussed in committee.
“We were successful at getting
an amendment to the bill that
took out language which would
have recognized domestic part-

nerships and civil unions from
other states,” Kraska said. “Had
the language been kept in, the
conference would have opposed
the legislation. As it stands now,
the bill is not something the
Church opposes per se.”
But Senate Bill 88, which
would extend state employee
group benefits to domestic partners of state employees, is opposed by the conference, Kraska
said.
“This bill would define domestic partnership for the purposes of state employees receiving health benefits,” Kraska said.
The bill would have the effect
of seeming to equate marital
and non-marital unions, Kraska
explained, and would contribute to the already serious
loss of respect for and commitment to marriage and family
life.
Senate Bill 88 has passed out
of the House State, Veterans and
Military Affairs Committee and
will be going to the House
Appropriations committee.
“The conference opposes this
bill,” Kraska said, “and people
need to be contacting their representatives about this.”
The bill receiving the most attention from the Colorado
Catholic Conference so far this
legislative session is Senate Bill
225,
the
Birth
Control
Protection Act, sponsored by
Sen. Betty Boyd, D-Jefferson
County, and Rep. Ann McGihon,
D-Arapahoe County. The bill
would define contraceptives or
contraception as a medically acceptable drug, device or procedure used to prevent pregnancy.
“The conference is opposed to
this bill,” Kraska said. “Sponsors
say that contraception is not
currently defined anywhere in
our constitution. The reason
they’re running this bill now is
to prevent a personhood
amendment from ever infringing on a woman’s right to contraceptives. In 2008 a personhood amendment was defeated.
Had it passed, that amendment
would have outlawed contraception.”
At the meeting of the House
Committee for Health and
Human Services last week, Dr.
Matt Luttrell, a physician from
Fort Collins who specializes in
emergency medicine, argued
against SB-225.
“The state of Colorado is trying to define pregnancy as implantation of the embryo in the
uterus,” he told the committee,
“but the medical reality is that
pregnancy starts at conception.
Why is the state trying to redefine pregnancy as implantation
rather than fertilization?”
Following testimony, which
included support from Planned
Parenthood, the committee
passed SB-225 on a party line
vote of 6-4.
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I don’t want to stop now; I want to be educated and give back
BY ALICIA TRUJILLO

My life changed completely
when I was 6. That’s when my
family left Mexico and came to
live in the United States.
It was a dozen years ago. The
trip was not very difficult; we had
tourist visas and were off on a 12hour bus ride. Although most of
my memories at that age are pretty vague, I clearly remember the
trip. The memories of my native
country, though, are dim.
As a 6-year-old I had few worries, but I quickly developed
some big ones.
At first my immigration status
was of little concern, I don’t
think it was planned for us to
live
here
permanently.
However, my father found a job
and we stayed.
Mostly I focused on school
but the language barrier was a
hard obstacle to overcome. It
was overwhelming to live in a
country where I had so much
difficulty communicating. I
hated that I couldn’t learn in
school because I didn’t know the
language. Plus there were basic
survival skills, like when I couldn’t ask to go to the bathroom!
I was determined to learn
English and with the help of my
second grade teacher, it didn’t
take long. This made third
grade easier, then middle
school, and then high school.
Education is something I enjoy
and try to excel in.
As a student, I do a pretty good
job. Mainly, I just have a passion
for learning. Keeping my grades
up or doing my homework was
never a dread. I graduated from

high school in 2007 with a 3.3
GPA. I was also involved in many
extracurricular activities. I was
president of Family, Career and
Community Leaders of America;
treasurer
for
Distributive
Education Clubs of America; and
I competed in track and field and
cross country.
I was a member of a youth
leadership group that worked
on many community service
projects and emphasized education. I’m also active in my
church, serving as a lector, catechism instructor and a youth
group member.
Graduating from high school
was a great success. It meant
that I had met my goal to keep
education a priority. That’s
when I realized that the language barrier I experienced at 6
was nothing compared to the
obstacle my immigration status
would mean in furthering my
education.
I had always dreamed of having a college degree. I discov-

ered I had two options: I could
stay in Colorado and pay out-ofstate tuition or attend school in
Mexico. I didn’t have the money
to pay the high costs of out-ofstate tuition, but I didn’t want to
attend school in a country I didn’t know. Although I was born in
Mexico, growing up in Colorado
made the United States my
home. I was determined to stay
in Colorado and keep working
toward my education goals.
I attended a community college in northeastern Colorado
and will graduate in May with
an associate’s degree in business. Financially, it has been
challenging. Having worked
part-time while in high school
and during college my savings
are far from enough to pay my
tuition bill, so I’ll have a financial hold on my account until I
pay it off. My education has cost
me two to three times more than
in-state tuition would have, but
I will continue to further my education—I don’t want to stop at

an associate’s degree.
I love the United States as
much as the children I grew up
with. My dream is to stay in this
country to reach my goal of at
least a bachelor’s degree and
someday give back to the community I grew up in by sharing
my talents and skills as a educated professional.
I know many people like me
who also desire a college education and who have what it takes
to be successful. These are talented people who want to serve
their communities. Senate Bill
170, the Tuition Equity bill,
would permit students without
Social Security numbers who
have lived in Colorado for three
years, have graduated from a
Colorado high school, and have
been accepted into an accredited college or university to pay
in-state tuition rates.
Senate Bill 170 makes a lot of
sense. Education is a real
American value. It benefits this
country to have a populace that

is enthusiastic and educated.
My prayer is that Coloradans
will support Senate Bill 170.
Alicia Trujillo is a pen name.
The author is a 19-year-old student in the Eastern Plains of
Colorado.
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Colorado Knights reach record membership
BY ROXANNE KING

Last month, the Colorado
Knights of Columbus attained a
record 15,000 members, according
to State Deputy Claude Trujillo.
“We’ve reached the milestone of
15,091 members now,” Trujillo said
with satisfaction. “We set that goal
when I first came in as state
deputy.”
The achievement of that goal is a
happy note for Trujillo, a Del Norte
resident, to leave office on. Elected
to the Colorado Knights’ highest
post two years ago and re-elected
to the office last year, a new leader
will be voted in during the organization’s annual State Convention,
set for April 23-26 in Denver.
The 15,000th Knight, John Ertle
of Sterling, won the privilege of attending the 2009 State Convention
for free.
“It’s free for him and for the
Knight that brought him in,”
Trujillo said with a smile.
The Knights of Columbus, the
largest lay Catholic organization in
the world, boasts 1.7 million members in more than 13,000 councils
across the globe.
The Knights order was founded
in New Haven, Conn., in 1882 by
Father Michael J. McGivney and a
handful of Catholic men. A fraternal benefit society, the organization sought to foster the Catholic

faith of its members and to provide
financial support to the widows
and children of deceased members, which eventually led to the
order’s renowned insurance program.
The organization is committed
to the principles of charity, unity,
fraternity
and
patriotism.
Members strive to carry out the
order’s motto, “Faith in action,”
through a variety of apostolic
works.
Locally, the Knights are involved
in numerous charitable endeavors. They are perhaps best known
for their annual Tootsie Roll Drive
to benefit the developmentally disabled. Each fall Knights don yellow
aprons and distribute Tootsie Rolls
outside of parishes and grocery
stores. Donations received from
the campaign fund several worthy
causes,
including
Special
Olympics, Friends of Paha youth
summer camp, and the three
Colorado dioceses’ special religious education programs.
The 2008 campaign netted
$162,269, said Roger Muller, a
Greeley resident and Knights’ state
treasurer.
A Knights’ slogan “in solidarity
with our priests,” Trujillo said, is
backed by an initiative offering financial aid to men in formation for
the priesthood. Called the Refund
Support Vocations Program, over

the last year, Colorado Knights
gave some $75,700 in financial
support to seminarians.
“Each council is encouraged to
sponsor a seminarian, some sponsor two or three seminarians,”
Muller said. “The seminarian gets
$500 a year for their schooling or
other needs.”
Other local charitable activities
the Knights are involved in include:
• Focus 11: a youth vocational
awareness program the Knights
help to co-sponsor along with the
Denver Archdiocese’s Office for
Priestly
Vocations,
Rocky
Mountain Vocation Council and
Serra International clubs.
• Carron Coffee House: a weekly
project funded and operated by
Colorado Knights for the mentally
and developmentally disabled that
includes entertainment, food and
a Mass. Last year, the Knights gave
some $16,000 in support to the
coffee house, Muller said.
• Archbishop’s Vocations Walk:
an annual day of prayer and lunch
held at Mother Cabrini Shrine
each June.
• “Knights to Christ”: a daily devotional initiated by Colorado
Knights and authored by Father
Mark Link, S.J., now in its fifth
printing.

CNS PHOTO/NANCY WIECHEC (MARCH 5, 2008)

THE BASILICA of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception
in Washington is a national place of prayer and pilgrimage with 1 million people visiting each year.

Top 3 Knights’ national initiatives

Claude Trujillo, state deputy of
the Colorado Knights of
Columbus, cited three national
initiatives of the Catholic fraternal benefits organization as the
Top 3 for the order in recent
years.
Basilica of the National Shrine
of the Immaculate Conception
in Washington, D.C., renovation:
In December 2006 the basilica
received a $1 million gift from
the Knights of Columbus for the
creation and installation of a
mosaic depicting scenes associated with the Incarnation in the
See Knights, Page 16 ceiling dome above the south

nave of the shrine’s upper
church.
Culture of Life Fund: This fund
was established last year by the
Knights of Columbus in the
United States and Canada to educate citizens about referenda
related to life and family issues.
Thus far, the fund has contributed $2.7 million to referenda education in the cause of life.
Fathers for Good: This
Knights’ Web site, fathersforgood.org, offers information
and resources to men to aid
them in their fatherhood responsibilities.
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The First Amendment protects the Catholic Church, too
BY CARL ANDERSON

Recently, legislators in the
Constitution State, Connecticut,
declared war on the First
Amendment. The attack was
launched in the form of a bill that
exclusively targeted the Catholic
Church and would have stripped
bishops and priests of their ability to administer dioceses and
parishes.
The bill (Raised Bill No. 1098)—
which was under consideration
by
the
state’s
Judiciary
Committee— would have wrested authority over Church affairs
from pastors, bishops and dioce-

ses and instead turned over control to a series of elected boards,
explicitly excluding the bishops
and pastors from voting.
It was written and scheduled to
go before committee without
even the courtesy of a call to or
request for input from any of
Connecticut’s Catholic bishops.
Of
course,
the
First
Amendment couldn’t be clearer
in its guarantees. It states:
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof ... .” That protection
was extended to every citizen of
the United States, in every state,

with the ratification of the theology on a parish under the
Fourteenth Amendment in 1868. very real threat of confiscation if
“Free exercise” of religion in- their ideology were resisted.
Some denominations prefer
cludes the way a church chooses
to organize. Strip the bishops and such a set up, but the point is we
priests of their role in financial must remain free to choose. For
this reason, it is precisematters and their mesly the free exercise of resage becomes subject to
ligion that was at stake
the approval of those
in this bill.
holding the purse.
Though this attack is
Historically, “under
surprising today, it is
trustee control, not only
not
unprecedented.
was pastoral authority
Many states, including
practically eliminated,
Connecticut,
once
but the church’s mesantisage was utterly de- CARL ANDERSON maintained
Catholic laws that
pendent upon the congregation’s cultural and political shock our modern understanding of religious freedom.
condition.”
In Connecticut, Catholics were
Though
one
in
four
Americans is Catholic, the legally forbidden from holding
country still has a very public office, or owning land into
Protestant outlook on certain is- the 19th century. In fact, it took
sues. Obviously, an appreciation the “Constitution State” nearly
of the nature of an apostolic three decades after ratification of
church—that is, a church in the U.S. Constitution to grant
which the bishop is the center of something resembling First
Amendment religious freedom to
unity—is not fully appreciated.
Make no mistake, the effect of Catholics.
Even then attacks continued.
such a law—if enforced—would
and
“Knowbe the balkanization of the “Nativists”
Catholic Church. Our one, holy, Nothings” often tried to restrict
catholic, and apostolic Church the actions of the Catholic
would no longer be apostolic, Church. One of their favorite
with bishops losing the say in the tools was “trusteeism”—which
Connecticut legislators were readministration of their dioceses.
And rather than “one” and cently considering.
There has never been any
“catholic” our Church could become many and inconsistent as doubt that government-mandattrustees forced their version of ed trusteeism was simply a tool

to impose severe, unconstitutional limits on the Catholic
Church.
Though the stated purpose for
the Connecticut bill was to prevent financial mismanagement
of parishes, the bill’s sponsors
were apparently unaware of the
fact that not only are such incidences incredibly rare, but that
the Catholic Church has adopted
effective measures to prevent a
repeat of such situations.
Not only was the bill unconstitutional, it was unnecessary.
Those involved would do well
to consider history’s verdict on
the Know-Nothings—whose tactics were recently adopted, for
the Connecticut politicians were
not only on the wrong side of the
First Amendment, but on the
wrong side of history as well.
It has been more than 150 years
since a state was misguided
enough to attempt such legislation, and for good reason.
In 1855, just over the border
from Connecticut, in New York,
the Know-Nothings scored a victory with the passage of the
Putnam Bill in that state’s legislature. This bill forced trusteeism
on the Catholic Church, and created serious legal problems for its
administration.
It also presented the same fiction as did the recent bill: priests
and bishops should focus only on
matters of faith, while boards
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from which they were excluded
would be better suited to govern
all other matters.
The Putnam Bill was repealed
in 1863, when New York’s need for
Catholic recruits for the Union
Army mattered more to the legislature than continuing its campaign against the Catholic
Church.
But 1098 turned the clock back
more than 150 years. It provided a
clear reminder that we must remain watchful so that we do not
return to the darkest period for
religious freedom in our country’s
history—a time marked by bigotry and intolerance.
Though the bill’s authors inserted language that claimed
bishops and priests would retain
their authority on matters of
faith—as legislators did in New
York 150 years ago—without the
authority to make practical decisions, matters of faith can easily
become casualties.
The lesson from the 19th century was that the power to impose
structures that grant or take away
authority of Church leaders at the
discretion of government officials
is the power to intimidate and ultimately to destroy.
As New York’s Bishop Hughes
said of trusteeism in 1842: “Every
religious denomination in this
country … has a right to regulate,
according to its own rules, the
questions of ecclesiastical discipline appertaining to its
Government. Deny this right, and
you destroy religious liberty.”

If a state can so easily brush
aside the First Amendment and
tell one church how it must be organized and operated today, it
can easily do the same to any
other religion tomorrow.
The bill didn’t stand a chance
against a court challenge of its
constitutionality. But even raising
that issue sent a message to all religious leaders that could chill
freedom of religion and free
speech around the country as religious leaders are forced to consider whether what they say will
subject them to government interference and intimidation.
Proving that “eternal vigilance
is the price of liberty,” the combined response from the
Catholic bishops, priests and
parishioners of Connecticut,
coupled with the shocked reaction of legal scholars, turned this
proposal back: the bill was
tabled the day before the hearing.
But how ironic that it was lawmakers from the “Constitution
State,” who proposed this archaic
measure.
For legislators from a state that
was so slow to implement the
First Amendment, these men
seemed to be in an awful hurry to
do away with it.
Carl Anderson is the supreme
knight of the Knights of
Columbus, the world’s largest
Catholic fraternal organization
with more than 1.75 million
members worldwide.
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Patrick Kelly to speak at Knights’ State Convention
BY BRUCE TAWSON

The annual Colorado State
Knights of Columbus Convention
will be held at the DoubletreeDenver Hotel, 3203 Quebec St. in
Denver, on April 23-26.
More than 450 delegates and
Knights, along with their families,
are expected to attend.
The featured speaker and
Supreme Council representative
for the convention is Patrick E.
Kelly, vice president for public
policy for the Knights.
The state of affairs in
Connecticut regarding recent legislative challenges to the Catholic
Church, Kelly’s talk promises to
be enlightening.
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., will celebrate the
opening Mass at 5 p.m. Thursday,
April 23. A special Clergy Knight
celebration will follow during
which clergy are honored for
their dedicated work for the
Church. All clergy are invited to
this special celebration, organizers said.
Another highlight of the event
is the Convention Mass at 5 p.m.
Saturday, April 25. The unique
Knights’ Men’s Choir will provide
the music. A special necrology of
Knights who died during 2008-09
will be read during the Mass.
During the convention, state
officers
for
the
2009-10

COLORADO KNIGHTS
STATE CONVENTION
When: April 23-26
Where: Doubletree-Denver
Hotel
Information: contact Jim
Caffrey, 303-257-7664

Columbian year will be elected.
Numerous resolutions will be
presented and voted upon by the
elected delegates from councils
around the state.
Not all is strictly business,
though, said organizers. Knights
and their families will have
plenty of time to socialize and
re-acquaint themselves with old
friends.

16 l
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Denver to host Supreme Convention
A major upcoming project of
the Knights of Columbus is the
2011 Supreme Convention,
which Colorado Knights will be
hosting in Denver. The Supreme
Convention draws Knights members, bishops and cardinals from
across the world.
The event is expected to draw
up to 7,000 participants, said
Roger Muller, state treasurer and

chair of the Supreme Convention
committee.
The last time Colorado Knights
played host to the event was in
1984. While the Knights supreme
council is charged with planning
the convention program, Colorado
Knights are responsible for entertainment, hospitality and transportation.
Muller said the organization

asks all Knights to volunteer and is
in need of medical professionals
who would be willing to be on call.
“We want to make this a state
event, not just a Denver event,” he
said, adding, “We’re looking for
ideas to make it unique and showcase Colorado.”
Anyone who is interested in
helping is asked to call Muller at
970-371-6366.

Knights

me, build my Church,’ means to
make sure brother Knights and the
needy are taken care of,” Trujillo
said. “Our policy is to help.”
Last May, when a mile-wide
tornado ripped through Windsor,
the Knights were there.
“I made one phone call,”
Trujillo recalled. “And the next
day we shipped fruit, food, blankets and other necessities. We
raised over $20,000 to give to victims in that area.”
Reflecting on his two-year term,
Trujillo said he is exceedingly
proud of the virtues—the unity,
charity, fraternity and patriotism—
the order’s members aspire to and
which he has witnessed among
the Knights.
“We’ve become united as one in
the state of Colorado,” declared
Trujillo. “We’re accomplishing our
goals and with a good passion.
Traveling through the state, I get to
see all the good works our local

councils and brother Knights do.
“I would like to thank all the
Knights and their families for giving me the chance to be their
state deputy,” he said. “It has
given me the experience of a lifetime.”
Although his term to the top
post is coming to an end, Trujillo’s
39-year membership as a Knight
will continue.
“For me, joining the Knights
helped me with my spiritual life,
it helped me with my family and
it helped me to be a better
Catholic Christian,” Trujillo said.
Muller, whose term as state
treasurer is also coming to an end,
agreed.
“We’re a Catholic mens’ and
family fraternal organization,” he
emphasized. “We’re the only fraternal organization where we not
only do charitable things but
we’re able to share the same
faith.”

our Lord, recognizing he is
standing right there before me.”
(See accompanying article on
this page.)
Lilles agreed that a great grace
of eucharistic adoration is simply looking at Jesus and beholding him in the sacrament.
“His presence is dynamic,”
Lilles said. “In today’s oversexed, materialistic culture,
where we see so many images
that are not pure, letting our
eyes be purified by the presence
of Jesus is healing.”

Parishes with eucharistic adoration outside of Mass enlist
parishioners to sign up for time
slots to ensure the Eucharist is
never unattended.
“When the Blessed Sacrament
is exposed, there must always be
at least one adorer,” said Deacon
Parker. “More is certainly preferable, but the Blessed Sacrament
exposed in monstrance, can
never be left unattended.”
According to data provided for
the archdiocese’s “2009 Catholic
Directory,” there are nine
parishes
in
the
Denver
Archdiocese with perpetual
adoration—and at least 13 more
with daily (or near daily) adoration. Close to 75 percent of archdiocesan parishes, including
chapels and mission churches,
offer exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament at least once a
month.
Lilles said it is important to
discern how to make prayer a
priority in everyday life.
“One thing people struggle
with in their spiritual life today
is frenetic activity,” he said.
“Anyone who forces themselves
away from the illusion that ‘they
just don’t have time’ discovers
they have more time than they
thought.”
He said more prayer leads to
more freedom, joy and peace:
“This is true of prayer in general,
but I think we especially need to
make time for eucharistic adoration.”

From Page 13
Outside the organized projects,
the men of the order respond
whenever there’s a need, Trujillo
said.
In
January,
when
the
Missionaries of Charity relocated
from Capitol Hill’s Seton House to
their new home, Gift of Mary
Homeless Shelter in the Baker
neighborhood, the Knights did
the moving. Last month, when a
food bank in Pueblo was depleted, a Pueblo council sent it a
truckload of potatoes. When a
soldier from Iraq came home and
needed a surgeon, within days of
a Web posting, one was provided.
When a Sterling family recently
needed food and shelter, the
Sterling Knights provided both.
“Our motto for the year, ‘Follow

Adoration
From Page 3
“The purpose isn’t to do a
bunch of reading or get through
a whole book,” Lilles said. “It’s to
re-focus your mind and put your
heart back in the presence of the
Lord.”
Adorers describe their methods of mental prayer ranging
from “a very personal conversation with Jesus” to “looking at
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Faith of hundreds reignited at first Rocky Mountain Men’s Conference
BY BILL HOWARD

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.—
The inaugural Rocky Mountain
Men’s Conference was a big success, drawing nearly 800 men from
across the state to hear speakers
challenge them to be better
Catholic men and husbands in the
world.
Two dozen priests from around
the state, including Colorado
Springs Bishop Michael Sheridan,
were also on hand to hear confessions. The conference was held
March 21 at Holy Apostles Church
in Colorado Springs and was sponsored by the Dioceses of Colorado
Springs and Pueblo and the
Archdiocese of Denver.
“This (conference) is about, I
pray, getting new insights, learning
more deeply what it means to be a
Christian man . . . a Catholic man,”
Bishop Sheridan said at the welcoming address. “Hopefully, we
will gain some insights in God’s
plan for us in this world, how we’re
to find our happiness and fulfillment here.”
Talk topics included strengthening one’s relationship with Christ,
forgiveness, fighting the scourge of
pornography, and evangelization
in the model of St. Paul.
Rick Lentz and Bob Tomlinson,
both of Colorado Springs, spoke of
their unique bond that was forged
through a tragedy—Tomlinson’s
daughter was driving a car that hit
and killed Lentz’s son while the latter was helping a stranded motorist in 2004. At the daughter’s
trial, Lentz stood up and forgave
her, a gesture that stunned
Tomlinson. When Tomlinson
called Lentz to ask how he could
forgive her, Lentz responded that it
took lots of prayer.
“I came to realize that what was
missing in my life was a relationship with Christ,” Tomlinson said.
Lentz became Tomlinson’s spiritual mentor, and their relationship
has blossomed into a ministry that
preaches to men about the power

of forgiveness, of letting go of the
desire to control everything and
letting Christ do the work.
“If you take anything from our
presentation, don’t wait for a
tragedy to occur in your life before
you start getting serious about
Jesus Christ,” Tomlinson said.
“(Don’t be afraid) to ask another
man to help mentor you.”
Sean Dalton, regional west director of Fellowship of Catholic
University Students, spoke on the
urgency for men to evangelize,
particularly fathers within their
families. Dalton said that one in 10
Americans is a fallen-away
Catholic.
“We have to do better about
evangelizing,” he said. “How do we
save our kids? If we don’t evangelize, the culture will.”
Dalton decried the depiction of
male role models, particularly fathers, on television and in movies
as “self-absorbed fools.” He said
that children who aren’t evangelized at home are more susceptible
to being converted by the secular
humanism pushed on college
campuses.
Dalton said that, just as a submarine or a fish can withstand
heavy water pressure by providing
counter-pressure, so must parents
create a counter-pressure of faith
so their children can withstand the
heavy pressure of secular humanism in today’s culture.
“Statistically, fathers who invest
in their son’s life in praying together and spreading the faith in love
… that boy’s not going to leave the
faith. He’s going to resist temptation and not engage in risky behavior,” Dalton said. “That’s the
impact a father can have.”
While the issue of pornography
use was frequently mentioned
throughout the day, two speakers
dealt specifically with the issue:
Dave DiNuzzo of Colorado
Springs, Catholic young adult
ministry coordinator at the U.S. Air
Force Academy and founder of
True Manhood ministry (true-
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BOB TOMLINSON, left, and Rick
Lentz discuss the power of forgiveness during the Rocky
Mountain Catholic Men's
Conference.
manhood.com),
and
Dan
Spadaro, a Colorado Springsbased Catholic licensed professional counselor who specializes
in helping men recover and heal
from sexual addiction.
DiNuzzo told the gathering of
his own battle to find freedom
from pornography use, challenging men to “fight the giant” the
way King David fought Goliath.
Spadaro spoke from a more clinical perspective, educating the audience on the spiritual and physical effects of sexual addiction.
Spadaro said that the “get it out

of your system” theory of dealing
with pornography as a youth is
false, as a recent Brigham Young
University study showed that
nearly half of 18-26 year olds participating in the study viewed
pornography at least once a week.
While the number of users was
much lower for women, the percentage of women who found
pornography acceptable as a
healthy way to express sexuality
was at about 50 percent.
Spadaro called on men to have
humility, because it breeds honesty. He recommended that men
recovering from pornography and
sexual addiction find a solid spiritual mentor or confessor who can
hold them accountable.
“As a father, you’re being
watched. Children are watching
and learning from things we do.
How do we want to be seen?”
Spadaro asked. “Are we careless
about the TV we’re watching? Are
we honest with others? Don’t be
afraid to talk to your children
about sex. … Tell them what you
do to help with your temptations.
How many of us heard that from
your fathers? Relationships counteract addictions.
“Our God is rich in mercy,” he
said. “There’s nothing we’ve done

that can’t be forgiven by him.”
Luis Soto, director of Hispanic
Ministry for the Archdiocese of
Denver, challenged men to put
Christ first in every aspect of their
lives. In looking to Christ as the
role model, men learn that God
provides for their needs, that God
trusts each of them to spread his
message of love, and that men
need a healthy relationship with
Mary. Soto said fathers need to
bring their children to the sacraments.
Peter Herbeck, host of EWTN’s
“Crossing the Goal,” gave a fiery
talk on the need for men to constantly be in a state of growth.
“To be Christian is to change, to
be in a process of changing all the
time,” he said. “If we’re stagnant,
something’s wrong in our faith
walk.”
Herbeck honed in on the life of
St. Paul and his zeal for evangelization as a model for men.
“St. Paul simply testified to what
his relationship with Jesus has
done in his life,” Herbeck said.
“He’s personally sharing with us
his conviction in his heart and
communicating how his life has
been transformed. The deeper he
went, the more the transformation
happened.”
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Renovated Northglenn church to be dedicated
BY JOHN GLEASON

After more than a year of construction, Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish in Northglenn is
ready to move back into their
newly renovated church.
The $7 million project is one
that has been a long time in both
the planning and execution according to Dave Pipp, the parish’s
director of Evangelization and
Family Life Ministry.
“It’s been a huge project,” he
said, “but one that couldn’t be put
off. There was a lot of general repair that needed to be done—
cracked walls, water damage and
electrical work—to bring the facility up to code. At the same
time we wanted to beautify the
worship area.”
The interior of the church had
dark colored brick, dark blue carpeting and dark stain on the ceiling.
“We didn’t want so much to
change the footprint, the basic
design of the church,” Pipp said,
“but in the spirit of Vatican II, we
wanted to open up a window and
allow the breath of the Holy Spirit
inside.”
In addition to the renovation
and repair to the worship area,
Pipp said the project included a
new baptistery, classrooms, cloister walk, book store and coffee
shop.
“The coffee shop may sound a

PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DCR

THE NEWLY remodeled worship area at Immaculate Heart of Mary
in Northglenn will be ready for parishioners just in time for Easter.
bit strange,” he said with a laugh,
“but we see this as a way to bring
our people together.”
“We wanted to build something that would be practical and
useful for our church community,” he added. “That includes a
beautiful cloister walk which features archways and many windows to let the light in.
Eventually we’ll have couches
and chairs so that parishioners
can utilize it as a prayer area.”
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., is scheduled to dedicate the new church at 6:30 p.m.
today, March 25, but according to
Pipp, for the 10 days following the
ceremony, the congregation will

“fast” from the building, not using
it again until Palm Sunday.
“Originally, plans called for
completion by last Christmas,”
Pipp said. “But delays in issuance
of permits pushed back that date
by three months. We didn’t want
to have a big celebration during
Lent, so we’ll have a low-key dedication on March 25 but continue
to have daily Mass in our parish
hall. Then, during the procession
on Palm Sunday, we’ll process into
the new worship space.”
Immaculate Heart of Mary pastor, Father Gregory Ames, V.F., said
he was excited at the prospect of
returning to the church and credited parishioners and staff for

AMONG the improvements was a new baptistery at the entrance
of the church.
their countless hours of work to
build a church that will give glory
IMMACULATE HEART
to God for generations.
OF MARY CHURCH
“Absolutely everyone stepped
up to help,” he said. “Many of our
Address: 11385 Grant Drive,
families were here 40 years ago
Northglenn
and helped to build the original
Masses: following the March 25
church. Today, they renewed their
dedication, Masses will resume
commitment and built it again.
in the new church on Palm
Even as the economy was going
Sunday, April 5
down, our people were there with
their support, giving all they could
and fulfilling their pledges. It’s an journey. Today I’m cancer free,
amazing thing that they’ve done.” I’m feeling great and we have a
And Father Ames also admitted wonderful church in which to celhe had personal reasons to be ebrate Holy Week.”
thankful.
Immaculate Heart of Mary
“Back when we started this Church is located at 11385 Grant
project, I was diagnosed with can- Drive in Northglenn. On Palm
cer,” he said. “There were times I Sunday, April 5, Masses will resume
felt like my insides were being in the new facility. Father Ames extorn up as much as the walls of the tends an invitation to past parishchurch during renovation. But I ioners to come see the new church
had a lot of support during this and be part of the celebration.
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Vigil Praise services nourish young adults’ hunger for Christ, fellowship
BY ANNA MARIA BASQUEZ

From the grassy courtyard of
Denver’s St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary after sunset on a recent Saturday, guitar
chords starting the song “Nearer
Than Before” could be heard
through an open door.
Inside Christ the King Chapel,
the only light came from the
altar candles and the side aisle
lanterns, setting a candlelit
mood for prayer.
Catholic college students,
mixed with some adults and
some children, steadily trickled
in to take their seats. A line
about 25 people deep waited to
have their confessions heard.
Seminarians scrambled to
find chairs to accommodate
those who began sitting in
prayer and kneeling in song on
the marble floor down the side
aisles, many whose eyes were
closed or hands raised in prayer
every so often.
It wasn’t the comfort of their
own seat or padded kneelers
they sought for the next two
hours.
It was a closer relationship
with God through Vigil Praise.
“I love the fact that my spiritual growth is magnified every single time I’m here,” said Kimberly
Millican, 21, a student at

eucharistic adoration, mixed
with meditative reflection, opportunities for confession and
in more recent years, more
times for silence.
“The experience of silence is
not common in our society,”
said seminarian Matt Henry, coordinator.
On March 14 Millican said she
noticed at more recent Vigil
Praise events that attendees
were wanting to pray longer into
the night and seminarians were
accommodating that need by
extending song and worship
until 10 p.m. or midnight.
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WORSHIPERS are deep in
prayer during a recent Vigil
Praise service.
University of Colorado at
Denver, who said she attends
every Vigil Praise service.
“Hundreds of people come
here,” Millican said. “It’s just
amazing.”
The monthly Vigil Praise, now
in its 10th year, fills up fast and
sees crowds averaging 300. Ten
seminarians run the service,
with six band members and four
servers. The event incorporates
music throughout the two-hour

VIGIL PRAISE
What: Eucharistic adoration,
praise and worship songs and
short, meditative reflection.
Confession also runs
continuously during the service.
When: 8 p.m. April 25
Where: Christ the King Chapel,
St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary at the JPII Center,
1300 S. Steele St.
Information: send e-mail to
Matthew.Henry@archden.org

Vigil Praise, Henry said, helps
attendees be more connected to
the Church, see the sacraments
as part of their prayer and meet
other young people who encourage them in their faith. The
service is targeted to the college
crowd, but adults and children
are welcome also, he said.
One seminarian said he sees
people come to Vigil Praise from
as far as Kansas and Wyoming.
“This is something unique to
us at the seminary,” Henry said.
“To be able to be in prayer with
us. We’re very normal, but not

See Vigil, Page 22
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‘HE FASTED’
A REFLECTION ON THE POPE’S
2009 LENTEN MESSAGE

SISTER GENEVIEVE GLEN

Honing our hunger
A Laramie friend once told us, “Wyoming has two seasons:
winter and road repair.” Northern Colorado does, too. During
the winter, we make potholes. During the spring and summer,
we fill them in. Next year, we make the same potholes because
the material used to fill last year’s wasn’t strong enough to withstand the traffic. The Highway Department does its best.
Eventually, they repave the whole road.
Pope Benedict suggests that Lent is a good season to take a
hard look at the potholes and the stuff with which we fill them.
Fasting provides us with an honest lens. We can fast in different
ways, of course. We can fast from what we really do not need.
The Holy Father, quoting St. Basil, gives the fruit of one tree
among many in the garden of Eden as an example. Adam and
Eve didn’t need the forbidden fruit to live. The serpent tricked
Eve into wanting it. The irony is painful. We do not have to look
too hard to discover all the junk food for body and for spirit that
we learn to want but do not really need to live. Like our first parents, we suffer the resulting irony: by indulging our wants, we
risk the possibility of reducing our life span, both in body and in
spirit. We can also fast from what we do need to live but need in
lesser quantity than we imagine. In either case, whether we fast
from inessentials or essentials, we soon find ourselves hungry.
The interaction between hunger and our decision to fast offers
us an opportunity. Rather than indulge the hunger immediately,
we are prompted to answer some important questions. First:
What am I really hungry for? A piece of chocolate cake. Why am
I hungry for it? What need does that cake meet? Pleasure?
Comfort? A desire to feel cared for? The human psyche is skilled
at masking our deeper hungers behind smaller ones. Honest reflection will teach us a lot about what drives us and what trips us.
What are the potholes lying open at our feet, hidden by only the
thinnest layer of asphalt? That kind of knowledge is the first
graced step toward freedom.
Second: How will I satisfy my hunger? Habit, reinforced by
cultural persuasion, will present us with visions of sugarplums
dancing in our heads. That cake would taste good right now.
What can one cigarette hurt? I’m really tired, I deserve a break—
what’s on TV? Whatever we chose to fast from will look like those
melons, leeks and onions that tempted Israel in the desert to
head back to Egypt, that little matter of slavery now overlooked.
The same Tempter who invited Jesus to shortcut his hunger by
making bread for himself (not for anyone else) is the one proposing a quick and selfish fix for our discomfort, whatever its
cause. But the potholes filled with such cheap materials are the
ones we will find widening before us next winter.
The temptation to fill the empty holes with something can be
very strong. The consumer impulse toward more, new and different is allergic to emptiness: empty time, empty space, empty
prayer. The allergy builds on an illusion, the Tempter’s specialty.
No time, no space, no prayer is empty. God is always present.
Since God is love, love is always present. Our perceptions and
feelings may not be able to touch that love, but the love is no less
real. Desert emptiness is the landscape of Lent. Self-emptying
with the Crucified through fasting, almsgiving and prayer is the
pattern of Lent. In that emptiness, we find not the nothingness
we fear but the living God whom we seek—and who came to our
deserts in the person of Christ seeking us: “Through fasting and
prayer, we allow (Christ) to come and satisfy the deepest hunger
we experience …— the hunger and thirst for God” (Pope
Benedict).
Fasting can reveal the painful forces that drive us, but it also
reveals the face of the Love that drives the universe—and pays
the bill to repave the Easter road so we can travel it in safety and
in joy.
Sister Genevieve Glen is a Benedictine nun at the Abbey of St.
Walburga in Virginia Dale, Colo., and a highly regarded author,
poet and composer of hymn texts.

Please support the advertisers who help support the Catholic Register!

Parishes offer
Lenten penance
services
Many parishes are offering
Lenten reconciliation services for
several penitents. A partial list of
upcoming services for the week of
March 26- April 1 is below. Unless
otherwise indicated, the service
will be held in English. More services are listed online at
archden.org, click on the Lent
2009 link.
March 26: 7 p.m., bilingual,
Immaculate Conception, Lafayette,
303-665-5103
March 26: 7 p.m.
Light of the World, Littleton,
303-973-3969
March 26: 7 p.m., bilingual
Our Lady Mother of the Church,
Commerce City,
303-289-6489
March 26: 7 p.m.
St. Andrew, Wray,
970-332-5858
March 26: 7 p.m., bilingual,
St. Dominic,
303-455-3613
March 27: 7 p.m.
Annunciation,
303-296-1024
March 27: 7 p.m., bilingual,
Ascension,
303-373-4950
March 30: 7 p.m., bilingual,
Holy Cross, Thornton
303-289-2258
March 30: 5:30 p.m.
Holy Name/St. Martin of Tours,
Steamboat Springs,
970-879-0671
March 30: 7 p.m., bilingual
St. Nicholas, Platteville,
970-785-2143
March 31: 7 p.m.
Blessed John XXIII, Fort Collins,
970-484-3356
March 31: 7 p.m.
Nativity of Our Lord, Broomfield,
303-469-5171
March 31: 7 p.m.
St. Frances Cabrini, Littleton,
303-979-7688
March 31: 7 p.m., bilingual
St. John the Baptist, Johnstown,
970-587-2879
March 31: 7 p.m.
St. John the Evangelist, Yuma,
970-848-5973
March 31: 7 p.m.
St. Jude, Lakewood,
303-988-6435
March 31: 7:30 p.m.
St. Martin de Porres, Boulder,
303-499-7744
March 31: 7 p.m.
St. Thomas Aquinas, Boulder,
303-443-8383

See Services, Page 22
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Eucharistic Adoration: for religious
vocations at Holy Trinity Eucharistic
Adoration Chapel, 3100 W. 76th Ave.,
Westminster. Babysitting available.
Call Daneen for details, 303-427-7931.
Last Thursday of the month: 7 p.m.
Holy Hour: of Eucharistic Adoration
for religious vocations and priests at
Holy Trinity Eucharistic Adoration
Chapel, 3100 W. 76th Ave.,
Westminster. Babysitting available.
Call 303-427-7931 for details.
March 26: 7 p.m.
City-Wide Singles Mass: offered by
Father Ken Leone at Church of the
Risen Christ, 3060 S. Monaco Pkwy.
Mass followed by catered dinner.
Tickets $15. Call 303-759-9312 for information.
March 28: 6 p.m.
Lenten Vespers: at Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. Call 303-831-7010
for details.
March 29: 5 p.m.
Holy Hour: with prayers led by Deacon
Martin Wager at All Souls Church,
4950 S. Logan St., Englewood.
April 16: 7 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Annual Spring Sale: to benefit Little
Sisters of the Poor. Baked goods,
crafts, furniture and much more.
3629 W. 29th Ave. Denver.
March 27: 8 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Annual Fashion Show and Lunch: at St.
Thomas More Church, 8035 S. Quebec
St., Centennial. Tickets $20 each. Call
303-694-1008 for information.
March 28: 11 a.m.
Spring Boutique: at St. Bernadette
Church, 7420 W. 12th Ave., Lakewood.
Crafts, religious items and baked
goods. Call 303-233-1523 for more information and times.
March 28 -29
Sons of Italy Denver Lodge; annual
spaghetti dinner, 5925 W. 32nd Ave.,

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Denver. $8 for adults, $5 children 10
and under.
March 29: noon to 5 p.m.
Service Project: at Little Sisters of the
Poor, 3629 W.. 29th Ave., Denver.
Sponsored by CLAY, Catholic Life And
You. Call 720-244-1951 for more information.
April 1: 5:30 p.m.
Lenten Fish Fry: at Presentation of
Our Lady Church, 660 Julian St.,
Denver. Call 303-629-6562.
Apr. 3: 3:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Religious Sisters Appreciation Day:
sponsored by Denver Serra at Church
of the Risen Christ, 3060 S. Monaco
Pkwy., for religious sisters and communities. Call 303-850-7548 for more
information.
April 4: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Annual Sale: at Holy Family Parish,
4358 Utica St., Denver. Baked goods,
crafts, garage sale items and raffles.
Call parish office for more information, 303-455-1664.
April 4: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
April 5: 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Spring Sale: sponsored by St. Francis
de Sales Altar and Rosary Society.
Gifts, baked goods, vintage jewelry
and raffle. 324 S. Sherman St.,
Denver.
April 4: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
April 5: 9 a.m. - noon
24 Hour Peaceful Prayer Vigil: to support sanctity of human life outside
Planned Parenthood Clinic, 7155 E.
38th Ave, Denver. Call Mike for times
and details, 303-756-2077.
April 10 - 11
Lavender and Lace Fashion Show:
sponsored by Catholic Daughters at

Christ on the Mountain Parish Center,
13922 W. Utah Ave., Lakewood. Tea,
food, and door prizes. For ticket information, call 303-985-0332.
April 18: 1:30 p.m.
Denver Catholic High Schools: sponsoring Catholic College fair at Holy
Family High School, 5195 W. 144th
Ave., Broomfield. More than 30 colleges attending. Call 303-410-1411 ext.
1119 for details.
April 27: 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Catholic Leadership Camp: for girls to
be held at Challenge Girls Club, 59779
E. Costilla Ave., Strasburg. Call 303622-6944 for registration information.
June 15 - 20

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Ignatian Prayer Meditation Seminar: at
Holy Ghost Church Hall, 1900 California
St., Denver, led by Father Tim Gallagher
OMV. Call Lanteri Center for times and
registration information, 303-298-1498.
March 27 - 29
Gerard Manley Hopkins: annual conference at Regis University, 3333
Regis Blvd., Denver. Contact Gina
Leyba for schedule information at
gleyba@regis.edu.
March 27 - 29
Young Adult Lenten Conference: “By
My Side--Advice for the Journey”
sponsored by Colorado Vincentian
Volunteers at St. Ignatius of Loyola
Church, 2301 York, Denver. Cost, $25
which includes meals. Call 303-8638141 for information.
March 28: 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Pure Witness Tour 2009: designed to
encourage everyone to practice purity
in their lives. Event to be held at
Hilton Garden Inn/Conference Center
in Laramie, Wyo. Information online at
purelove.harmony-harvest.com.
March 29

Tree of Life: Franciscan mini-retreat
to be held at St. Patrick’s Mission
Church, 33rd and Pecos St., Denver.
Call Mary Ann for details, 303-4770408.
April 14: 5 p.m.
What Do We Value: a Vincentian
Spiritual Retreat at Christ the King
Church, 830 Elm St., Denver. All are
welcome.
April 18: 8 a.m. - noon
Marriage Prep Workshop: at Sacred
Heart of Mary Church, 6739 S. Boulder
Road, Boulder. Call 303-494-7572 for
registration information.
May 1 - 2
Symposium on New Evangelization:
called Our Hearts Were Burning at
Bonfils Hall, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Cost $30 which includes lunch. Call
303-715-3107 to register.
May 30: 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
COURAGE: a support group for men
and women who are dealing with homosexual tendencies. Call 720-4342638.
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Guild elects new officers

Vigil
From Page 19

PHOTO PROVIDED

THE CATHOLIC LAWYERS GUILD OF COLORADO recently elected new officers. Otto Hilbert, a shareholder and director in the
Denver-based law firm Robinson Waters and O’Dorisio P.C. was
elected president. Other newly elected officers are Thomas J.
Burke Jr. as vice president, R. Livingston Keithley as treasurer
and Michael C. Theis as secretary. The Catholic Lawyers Guild is
a not-for-profit organization that exists to foster the ideals of
Catholic lawyers practicing in a secular environment. The guild
further exists to promote fellowship; provide spiritual guidance
and support; facilitate education on legal, moral and ethical issues; and promote social service and contributions to charitable
causes for the common good.

many people know us or know
the chapel.
“My favorite part of the vigil is
definitely when I can just hear
all the people singing, being able
to hear the devotion in their
voices,” he said.
Zach Repasky 20, a student
from University of Colorado at
Denver, said it’s like a reunion
because he sees friends from
colleges in Greeley and Denver
attending often.
“The seminarians here are
sharing their faith and sharing
their music,” Repasky said. “I really enjoy that.”
Tanner Stahara, 15, of Arvada,
said he attends each time.
“It’s relaxing because they have
adoration and they’ve got the
music going the whole time,” he
said. “It’s not just a sermon.”
During the vigil, seminarians
encouraged a four-step prayer: to
acknowledge where their hearts
are at and the obstacle they are
struggling with during these 40
days of Lent, to tell the Lord about

it, to receive whatever help he can
give and to become aware of how
the Lord is speaking to them
through joy or sadness.
Kristin Crocker, 20, who attends Regis University, said she
likes that there’s a choice to either be really involved during
the service in confession, adoration and song or just to listen.
“I like just having the space
and the opportunity to meet
with God and know there’s a
community of us that shares the
same beliefs,” said Cynthia
McIrvin, 20, a student at Regis
University.
Jean-Luc Romano, 32, a software engineer from Littleton,
said he tries to attend every
month.
“You get so busy with everyday life, you just don’t take the
time to kneel or sit down for a
moment and worship,” Romano
said. “This gets me to focus
more on the worship part.”
Noelle
Elzas,
18,
of
Centennial, said she attends
every month.
“It’s all the youth in the
Denver area gathering to pray
and I think that’s really beautiful,” Elzas said.

Services
From Page 20
April 1: 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Blessed Sacrament,
303-355-7361
April 1: 7 p.m. in English and
French
Cure d’Ars,
303-322-1119
April 1: 1 p.m. Confession
Nativity of Our Lord, Broomfield,
303-469-5171
April 1: 7 p.m., English and
Vietnamese
Our Lady of Lourdes,
303-722-6861
April 1: 7 p.m.
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Boulder,
303-442-6158
April 1: 6 p.m., Spanish
St. Cajetan,
303-922-6306
April 1: 7 p.m.
St. Patrick, Holyoke,
970-854-2762
April 1: 7 p.m., bilingual
St. Pius X, Aurora,
303-364-7435
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Books on Sts. Patrick and Francis confirm radical Christian lives
BY NANCY HARTNAGEL
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON
(CNS)—
Though they lived 750 actual years
and cultural light-years apart, St.
Patrick of Ireland and St. Francis of
Assisi, Italy, shared a calling: They
lived radical Christian lives because they believed God asked
them to.
These two major Catholic saints
are the subjects of new books.
“Ireland’s Saint: The Essential
Biography of St. Patrick” is a new
edition of John Bagnell Bury’s 1905
biography, “The Life of St. Patrick
and His Place in History.” Bury was
a Protestant Irish historian and
scholar of the Greek and Roman
empires. His book was regarded as
the final word on St. Patrick for the
first half of the 20th century.
Editor Jon M. Sweeney has
added throughout the text numerous sidebars that provide information, opinions and sometimes corrections from more recent historians. One note, for example, explains that the Dalriadans and
Picts mentioned often by Bury are
tribal peoples in the north of

THESE are the covers of "Ireland's Saint: The Essential Biography of
St. Patrick" by J.B. Bury, edited with introduction and annotations
by Jon M. Sweeney, and "A Mended and Broken Heart: The Life and
Love of Francis of Assisi" by Wendy Murray.
Ireland and central to northern
Scotland, respectively.
One of the key changes Sweeney
made was to the structure of Bury’s
work, moving his summary chapter on the saint’s place in history
from the back to the front of the

book. Since the remaining chapters put flesh on the bones of
Patrick’s mission, this was helpful,
signaling in brief what readers
could expect to find in more detail.
In Bury’s account, Patrick did
three things in Ireland: “He organ-

ized the Christianity which already
existed. He converted kingdoms
which were still pagan, especially
in the west. And he brought
Ireland into connection with the
church of the (Roman) Empire,
making Ireland formally part of
universal Christendom.”
Sweeney’s Patrick is very much
Bury’s Patrick, a humble, prayerful
man who believes he has been
called by God to missionary work
in the still largely pagan island
where he was enslaved as a youth
and who toils faithfully for 30
years, circa 432-461, despite severe
hardships, repeated dangers and
not much support or guidance
from Rome.
Bury made this assessment of
Patrick: “The man who wrote the
‘Confession’ and the ‘Letter
Against Coroticus’ had strength of
will, energy of action, resolution
without overconfidence, and the
capacity for resisting pressure
from others. ... Perhaps most important, he possessed practical
qualities that were essential for
carrying through the task that he
had been divinely inspired to fulfill.”
In “A Mended and Broken Heart:
The Life and Love of Francis of
Assisi,” author Wendy Murray, formerly a senior writer for
Christianity Today, asserts that a
traditionally overlooked aspect of
the story of the founder of the
Order of Friars Minor, or
Franciscans, is that his relationship with St. Clare of Assisi, the
founder of the female arm of the
order, the Poor Clares, was rooted
in love.
“This love, in turn, evolved into
mutual renunciation as each pur-

BOOKS
“Ireland’s Saint: The Essential
Biography of St. Patrick” by
J.B. Bury, edited with
introduction and annotations by
Jon M. Sweeney. Paraclete
Press (Brewster, Mass., 2008).
205 pp., $21.95.
“A Mended and Broken Heart:
The Life and Love of Francis of
Assisi” by Wendy Murray. Basic
Books (New York, 2008). 251
pp., $25.95.

sued their individual life as penitent religious. This book asserts
that their renounced physical love
ultimately defined the inner landscape of their devotional lives,”
Murray writes in the preface.
Though Murray does not, and
really cannot, prove this premise,
she has crafted a very engaging
history of the time as well as compact bios of Francis and Clare.
They lived from the late 1100s into
the 1200s, a time of danger both in
Italy, with constant warring between communes and kingdoms,
and internationally, with the
Crusades dominating two centuries of Mediterranean politics.
There are other vivid sketches, of
friars who collaborated with and
succeeded Francis, and of the
popes, the emperors and a sultan
with whom he interacted. To supplement her text, Murray fills more
than 40 pages with maps, a glossary, source material and explanatory notes.
But Francis is the star. Murray
recounts familiar details—his
playboy youth, renunciation of
family, foundation of a new mendicant order and embrace of physical suffering, including the stigmata.
But she also describes the
Francis who was brought to trial
for stealing from his own father
and whose yearlong imprisonment as a POW turned his RoundTable fascination with knighthood
into a commitment to nonviolence, even as he participated in
the Fifth Crusade. Here is the
Francis who preached naked in
solidarity with Christ’s humiliation
on the cross and who battled his
own Franciscan brothers over his
more severe rule to govern their
communal life.
That Francis and Clare may
have considered marrying each
other is an interesting idea.
However, their shared story that
can be documented shows a lifelong interdependence. As Murray
says, “To know Francis truly one
must also know Clare.”
Readers will find in these biographies no warm and fuzzy images
of Patrick and Francis, but portraits of such unwavering
Christian saints that their contemporaries “canonized” them even
before they died.
Nancy Hartnagel is wire editor at
Catholic News Service.

