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BYSTANDERS get ready to cross the street in front of the State Capitol, located at 1313 Sherman St. in downtown Denver. The 2009 session of the Colorado legislature opened Jan. 7. The Colorado Catholic Conference,
the Colorado bishops’ legislative advocacy organization, is monitoring several bills, among them Senate Bill
88, which would allow state employees with same-sex domestic partners to receive health benefits.
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Pope appeals for
Bill extending benefits for
improved protection, same-sex partners advances
support for sick children
BY BILL HOWARD
THE COLORADO CATHOLIC
HERALD

BY CAROL GLATZ

VATICAN
CITY
(CNS)—
Countless sick and suffering
children are in urgent need of
help and protection, Pope
Benedict XVI said.
In his message for the Feb. 11
celebration of World Day of the
Sick, the pope urged Catholics to
not be indifferent to the suffering of these “weakest and most
defenseless creatures” and to
recognize a “pressing duty to intervene.”
World Day of the Sick is
marked each year on the feast of
Our Lady of Lourdes. The
Vatican released the pope’s message Feb. 7.
The pope dedicated this year’s
message to children.
He called attention to those
who are struck by crippling diseases or are battling illnesses
that are still incurable despite
great medical advancements.
He underlined the plight of
children “wounded in body and
soul as a consequence of conflict and war and other innocent
victims of the senseless hatred
of adults.”
He noted the difficulties children living on the street face because they are deprived of “the
warmth of a family” and are left
to fend for themselves.
The pope also spoke of the
psychological scars children live
with the rest of their lives when
their innocence has been violated “by despicable people.”
“We cannot forget the countless numbers of young people
who die because of thirst,
hunger, and lack of medical
care,” he said, adding that children of refugees and others
whose families are on the move
searching for a better way of life
are especially vulnerable.
“A silent cry of pain emerges
from all these children that calls
out to the conscience of men
and women and people of faith,”
he said.
“The Christian community,
which cannot remain indifferent
before such dramatic situations,
recognizes the pressing duty to
intervene,” the pope said.
And, he said, “given the
changed situation of health care
today, closer collaboration is
needed between health care
professionals working in different health care institutions and
the ecclesial community present
on the ground.”
Pope Benedict praised and encouraged international and na-

tional organizations for generously helping the world’s sick
children especially in poorer
countries.
Yet, he made a “heartfelt appeal” to world leaders to do
more and to strengthen laws
and programs that support sick
children and their families.
The family of a sick child often
experiences serious difficulties
and challenges and the Catholic
community must do all it can to
come to their aid with concrete
help, said the pope.
By welcoming these families
and sharing in their suffering,
people can help them create “an
atmosphere of serenity and
hope and make them feel part of
a larger family of brothers and
sisters in Christ,” he said.
People’s selfless and generous
love toward these families in
need is “a reflection and sign of
the merciful love of God who
never abandons his children
during times of trial, but always
replenishes them with wonderful resources” so they can better
face life’s difficulties, he said.
Those who dedicate their lives
to helping sick children “give
eloquent witness to the love for
human life, particularly for the
life of someone who is weak and
utterly dependant on others,” he
said.
“In fact, it is necessary to rigorously affirm the absolute and
supreme dignity of every human
life,” he said. The church teaches
that human life “is beautiful and
should be lived in full even when
it is weak and wrapped in the
mystery of suffering,” he added.
Before praying the Angelus
with pilgrims gathered in St.
Peter’s Square Feb. 8, Pope
Benedict recalled how Jesus was
a “true doctor of bodies and
souls” as he coupled his teaching with the healing of those
who were sick and suffering.
Even though illness is part of
the human experience, it is still
very difficult to “get used to it,”
especially when one is dealing
with a truly serious and debilitating disease, he said.
That is because “we are made
for life” and our instinct is to
live, he said.
Jesus is the God of life and
frees us from all that is bad, he
said.
The sign of Christ’s power of
love is in his healings, he said.
His healings and teachings
make up a single, unified message of hope and salvation, said
the pope.

A bill allowing state employees with same-sex domestic
partners to receive health benefits passed out of a Senate committee amid objections that the
bill ignored other segments of
the population that could use
such help.
Opponents also argued that
Senate Bill 88 attempts to circumvent the decision of voters
in 2006 to reject Referendum I,
which would have established
domestic partnerships in the
state.
While the bill defines “domestic partnership” as a same-sex,
non-relative couple with a commitment of at least one year,
Sen. Jennifer Veiga, D-Denver,
who co-sponsored the bill with
Rep. Mark Ferrandino, DDenver, said SB-88 was not an
attempt to go around the
Referendum I decision, which
53 percent of voters rejected.
That same election, 55 percent
of Colorado voters approved
Amendment 43, which defined
marriage in the state as the
union of one man and one
woman.
“Domestic partnership legislation would give recognition to
the relationship of cohabitating
couples as legally equivalent to
marriage by the conferral of
health benefits from one unmarried partner to the other,”
said Jennifer Kraska, executive
director of the Colorado
Catholic
Conference,
the
Colorado bishops’ legislative advocacy organization. “We understand that this is a sensitive
and difficult issue, and our opposition to domestic partnership legislation should not be
interpreted as a lack of concern
and care for unmarried cohabitating persons whether they are
homosexual or heterosexual.”
In a response to a query from
Sen. Shawn Mitchell, R-

Broomfield, about the possibility of SB-88 circumventing
Referendum I, Veiga disagreed
and alluded to the Referendum I
decision as one based on religious beliefs. This bill, she said,
is about the single issue of
health care benefits.
Supporters said SB-88 was
about equality and access to
health care, as well as making
Colorado a more businessfriendly state that could better recruit and retain skilled workers.
Opponents of the bill did not
deny the importance of health
care for all citizens, but one
major point of disagreement
was the exclusivity of the bill to
one sector of the community.
Bruce Hausknecht, attorney and
legal analyst for Focus on the
Family in Colorado Springs, proposed that the bill be widened to
a “plus-one” scenario where, for
example, a heterosexual adult
taking care of another adult
would also be eligible to put the
dependent under his or her
plan.
“If it is this legislature’s desire
to help our state’s employees
who must care for loved ones
who have no health care coverage, the simplest way to do so is
to pass a bill—if one is even
needed—to provide for ‘plusone’ coverage, which would
allow a state employee to designate either a spouse or another
person they live with as a health
care beneficiary under the policy,” Hausknecht said.
Veiga acknowledged that the
“plus-one option” was a valid
idea but said her bill will not
pass if it was broadened to a
larger constituency. She said
“fiscal realities” and “political
reasons” dictated she go with a
narrow bill, which targets the
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender community. The turbulent economic times, including
a state budget deficit, dictated
that it would be too expensive to
the state to broaden the scope at
this time, she said. A fiscal note

attached to the bill estimated
that the bill would cost the state
$116,182 over a fiscal year.
“My timing would have been
better a year and a half ago,” she
said. “We’re all struggling with
how to deal with the budget
deficit. … (But) at a time when
we have an inequity in the system, I think it’s worth it to move
forward on this.”
Sen. Ted Harvey, R-Douglas,
criticized Veiga for trying to circumvent the Referendum I vote.
“Referendum I is the crux of
the issue. …Citizens have already ruled twice that you can’t
make that determination (of domestic partnership) in the state
of Colorado legally,” he said.
“How do you get around what
citizens have already said the
state cannot do by law, after
what the voters of Colorado resoundly said we should do as a
state?”
Veiga said she disagreed with
Harvey “on what voters said” in
those decisions and added that
her bill was about health benefits and not marriage.
“I don’t believe that’s the
case,” Harvey replied. “The state
will not define a committed relationship to be marriage or
anything like marriage. This bill
is giving authority to the director to make that determination.
(Even if it’s) for health care benefits, it’s still making that determination.”
“This is a way to circumvent
the voters,” he later added. “To
come forward with a plus-one
program, the voters would have
a different view of the legislation.”
The Senate Committee on
Business, Labor and Technology
advanced the bill to the Senate
Appropriations Committee by a
4-3 vote, with Senators Veiga,
Rollie Heath, D-Boulder; Joyce
Foster, D-Denver; and Lois
Tochtrop, D-Adams; approving,
and Senators Mitchell, Harvey
and Mark Scheffel, R-El Paso,
dissenting.

CORRECTION
The wrong answer was indicated for Catequiz'em Question No. 2 in the Jan. 28 Denver Catholic Register. The
correct answer is: b. Mary Magdelene. The Register apologizes for any confusion the error may have caused.
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Parishioners’ response to postcard
campaign encouraging, official says
BY JOHN GLEASON

“We’re declaring it a success.”
With those words, Mimi
Eckstein, director of the Respect
Life Office for the Archdiocese of
Denver, imparted her feelings
about the local efforts of a national
postcard campaign that voices opposition to the Freedom of Choice
Act. FOCA seeks to make abortion
a federal entitlement. The Fight
FOCA postcard campaign urges
President Barack Obama and
Congress to protect existing prolife policies.
If FOCA is signed, as the president has pledged to do, the legislation would eliminate laws which
now permit states to limit or regulate abortion.
Eckstein noted that Deirdre
McQuade, spokeswoman for the
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops, has said that tens of millions of postcards have been distributed throughout the country.
The postcards have been sent to
parishes, schools, churches and
pro-life groups.
The USCCB’s Pro-life Secretariat
along
with
the
National
Committee for a Human Life
Amendment Inc. were the primary
organizers of the campaign. The
preaddressed postcards—actually

a set of three with one for the congressional representative and the
other two for Colorado’s senators—were and are being distributed at parishes. Over the past two
weeks, announcements were
made at churches across the
Denver Archdiocese about the
campaign, encouraging people to
fill them out before leaving Mass.
“I’m hearing that the local campaign has been extremely successful,” Eckstein said. “As of today,
we’re out of cards.
“All 100,000 in English and another 25,000 cards in Spanish have
been signed and sent off,” she continued. “It can be called a success if
these cards send a clear message
to Congress and the new administration that we expect to see legislative efforts pass which protect
the most vulnerable in our society
particularly the unborn.”
A sampling from around the
archdiocese reveals just how passionately people feel about the defeat of FOCA. St. Louis Church in
Englewood parishioners signed
800 cards; Our Lady of Loreto in
Foxfield parishioners signed 6,290
cards. A Loreto parishioner described Father John Paul Leyba’s
homily on the subject as “very
moving” and said the sight of so

many people signing cards was “inspiring.” Eckstein is not surprised.
“The feedback I’m hearing from
the parishes is that priests are
speaking to the campaign from the
pulpit, encouraging parishioners
to take part in it to help end the
cycle of violence against the unborn,” she said. “I want to thank
everyone who participated—who
contributed to making the cards
available to their parishioners, and
to the priests and deacons who
spoke out in favor of the campaign. Indeed, it will send a clear
message.”
Positive numbers from other
parishes included Christ the King
in Evergreen, which signed 1,111
cards; St. Joan of Arc in Arvada,
which signed 2,175 cards, and St.
Pius X in Aurora, which signed
3,000 cards—2,000 in English and
1,000 in Spanish.
In an open letter sent to all who
organized the campaign at the
parish level, Eckstein expressed joy
at the level of interest shown in the
campaign but cautioned that the
job isn’t over yet.
“God bless you for your hard
work in distributing the postcards,”
she wrote. “We have much work
ahead of us so keep your prayers
strong and your energy up.”

Exempla board strongly reaffirms its
support of St. Joseph’s as a Catholic hospital
BY MARTIN C. HELDORFER

Many fear that the Freedom of
Choice Act has the support of
President Barack Obama and his
administration. If it were to pass,
Catholic organizations would be
required to provide abortions and
contraceptive services. That mandate would require Catholic institutions and providers to violate
their consciences.
Dorothy Horrell, an Exempla
Healthcare board member, requested that the board take a
strong position against any legislation that would threaten the
Catholic identity of St. Joseph
Hospital, one of Denver’s largest
hospitals with a 135-year history of
providing the highest quality of
care to its patients. On Jan. 26, the
board did in a statement, which
reads in part: “We, as a board, go
on record opposing any legislation
at any level that would impose re-

strictions on St. Joseph Hospital to
operate consistent with its mission
as a Catholic institution.”
Jeff Selberg, president and CEO
of Exempla, clearly stated his position.
“The board believes that we
have a responsibility to protect the
heritage of Exempla St. Joseph
Hospital as a Catholic institution
and we will oppose any statutes or
policies that would threaten its
Catholic identity.”
The same message was voiced
by Robert Minkin, president and
CEO of St. Joseph Hospital.
“Catholic healthcare is a ministry of the Church,” Minkin said.
“We have been, and we have every
intention to continue, to be faithful to that noble calling.”
Sister Melissa Camardo, S.C.L.,
director of Sponsorship and
Workplace Spirituality at the hospital, has a unique perspective.
“The sisters came to Colorado

over a century ago in order to care
for those in need,” she said. “They
were responding to the Gospel’s
call to serve. The physicians, nurses and support staff at St. Joseph
Hospital continue that rich tradition by offering quality, compassionate care and protecting
human dignity. The strength of
our tradition will lead us into the
future as a vibrant Catholic healthcare organization.”
Exempla St. Joseph Hospital
was founded by the Sisters of
Charity of Leavenworth in 1873.
In January 1998 St. Joseph
Hospital joined Lutheran Medical
Center and Exempla Medical
Group
to
form
Exempla
Healthcare, a not-for-profit, community-based organization.
Martin C. Heldorfer is Senior Vice
President Mission, for Exempla
Healthcare.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Feb. 12: Presbyteral Council meeting, JPII Center (10 a.m.); followed by Priests’ Personnel Board and
College of Consultors meetings
Feb. 15: Mass, Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Boulder (10 a.m.); Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
Feb. 17: Committee of Vicars and Directors meeting, JPII Center (9:30 a.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
There are no public events on Bishop Conley’s schedule this week.

Pro-life rally an eye-opening
experience for Catholic teens

PHOTO PROVIDED

JUNIORS from Holy Family High School in Broomfield participate in
the Jan. 22 Right to Life March in downtown Denver.
BY MAUREEN QUINLAN

Fifty Catholic high school juniors, their theology teachers,
Josh Havey and Dave Good, and
two parent chaperones embarked on a one of a kind field
trip on Jan. 22. They went to
downtown Denver for the Right
to Life March commemorating
the 36-year anniversary of Roe v.
Wade, the Supreme Court decision that legalized abortion.
The students, from Holy
Family
High
School
in
Broomfield, expected a peaceful
day in unseasonably warm
January temperatures, but were
surprised by what the day
turned into.
Leaving just after their first
class that morning, the juniors
and their chaperones boarded a
bus and drove to Samaritan
House homeless shelter for
Mass. Capuchin Franciscan
Father Mike Suchnicki presided
and welcomed Holy Family to
the shelter’s small chapel with
open arms.
During Father Suchnicki’s
homily, he spoke of Holy
Family’s generosity and the issue
of life.
“I think if you surveyed all the
high-schoolers in the area you
would not find 10 who are proabortion,”
said
Father
Suchnicki.
After Mass, the 11th-graders
walked a mile to the State
Capitol for lunch before the rally
began.
At noon the rally started with a
song and a prayer. Then, pro-life
advocate Will Duffy spoke about
state
ballot
initiative
Amendment 48, the Personhood
Amendment, which was defeated in the November election 73
percent to 27 percent. The
amendment would have made
Colorado the first state to define

personhood as starting with
conception.
Keynote speaker Eric Metaxas,
who the high-schoolers admired
as a writer for “VeggieTales,”
spoke about his book “Amazing
Grace: William Wilberforce and
the Heroic Campaign to End
Slavery,” which inspired the
2006 movie “Amazing Grace.”
Metaxas spoke about the life of
anti-slavery activist Wilberforce.
He noted how Wilberforce was
outnumbered in his anti-slavery
efforts just as pro-life activists
are outnumbered today.
The rally on the Capitol steps
concluded with another song
and a closing prayer.
After the powerful words from
the speakers, 400 people, including Holy Family students,
gathered to march down the
16th Street Mall to make a statement about life issues.
Most protesters carried signs
with messages reading, “Abortion
is murder,” and “Who pays the
price?” Some Holy Family students received T-shirts that say “I
survived Roe v. Wade.”
The public’s reaction to these
messages and the march itself
were mostly negative. One
group of students carrying a sign
reading, “All babies want to be
born,” encountered a man who
took their sign and threw it
away.
“I thought the field trip would
be a good way to tie together all
respect for life, from the unborn
to the homeless,” said Good.
The march went from a peaceful rally to an uncomforting experience for many.
“I was out of my element,”
said junior Cailea Murphy. “I got
a very different view.”
What surprised and disturbed
most of the Holy Family community, was the use of pictures

See Rally, Page 5
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

GEORGE WEIGEL

The differences Richard
Neuhaus made
We talked about everything for 31 years, Richard John Neuhaus
and I did: families, friends, and adversaries; hopes dashed and hopes
fulfilled; popes and presidents; religious freedom and the just war;
magazines, books, and movies; Churchill’s loo at Ditchley House; the
relative merits of Jack Daniel’s, W.L. Weller, and Woodford’s; you name
it. Part of the reason, I suspect, that a few crabbed souls seemed to
resent our collaboration (even as they imputed to it powers and influence beyond our wildest imaginings) is that we were clearly having such a good time. Happily, that’s what happens when you fight
the good fights together.
Thus the gap left in my life by Father Neuhaus’s death on Jan. 8 is a
large one. Yet if, in the providence of God, it was time for RJN to be
called home, I am grateful that the divine mercy arranged things so
that the last thing we did together was pray together. And, as his former student, Deacon Vince Druding, told me of the moment of his
death, the last thing Richard Neuhaus did in this vale of tears was
smile. Perhaps he had been given a glimpse of what awaited him.
I’ve written elsewhere (newsweek.com/id/179243) of the enormous
impact Father Neuhaus’s ideas had on American public life. One of
those ideas – RJN’s argument that the First Amendment’s “no establishment” provision serves its “free exercise” provision, which led logically to the claim that “separation of Church and state” did not mean
eradication of religiously-informed moral conviction from public
life—reset the default positions in the American Church/state debate.
Then there was RJN’s signal contribution to the pro-life movement, in
which he was a leader for 40 years: by insisting that the pro-life movement was the moral heir of the classic civil rights movement (in which
he had also been a leader), he inserted the story of the pro-life movement into the most compelling moral narrative of contemporary
American history—and thereby gave it a chance to prevail.
So let me focus here on two other aspects of Father Neuhaus’s enduring legacy which have gotten relatively little attention since his
death.
First, ecumenism. In the early 1990s, an evangelical intellectual
worried aloud to me about the lack of serious theological encounter
between the two growing ends of American Christianity, Catholicism
and evangelical Protestantism. I mentioned this to Father Neuhaus,
whose credentials as a former Lutheran would, I thought, give him a
unique brokerage position in any such encounter. Neuhaus contacted Chuck Colson, and the result was the ongoing project,
“Evangelicals and Catholics Together,” which has evolved from a
forum for discussing common concerns in public life into a bold exercise in ecumenical theology. Go to firstthings.com punch
“Evangelicals and Catholics Together” into the search engine, and
you’ll see joint statements on salvation, the Bible, and the communion of saints that most of us never expected to see in our lifetimes.
While the bilateral ecumenism of the post-Vatican II years was running into one stone wall after another, Neuhaus was pioneering the
next phase of ecumenical encounter, and in ways that could shape
the future of Christian witness throughout the world.
Then there was RJN’s unique role in Christian-Jewish dialogue. Its
roots lay in his friendship with the late Rabbi Abraham Joshua
Heschel, out of which Neuhaus developed the conviction that the divinely mandated entanglement of Christians and Jews of which St.
Paul spoke in Romans 9-11 ought to be explored theologically—and
that New York City was the divinely mandated place to do it. So while
the conventional Jewish-Christian dialogue was running along its
well-worn post-Vatican II grooves (and, to be sure, producing good
work), Neuhaus and colleagues like Rabbi David Novak and Rabbi
Leon Klenicki launched a theological encounter between serious
Christians and faithful Jews. The conversation was of such depth
that, one evening, one of our rabbinical partners observed, “You
know, Christians and Jews haven’t been talking to each other like this
for nineteen hundred years.”
That was RJN. His work will go on. It’s the very least we owe him.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.Weigel’s column is distributed
by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

Feb. 15: Sixth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46
• Psalm 32:1, 2, 5, 11
• 1 Corinthians 10:31 – 11:1
• Mark 1:40-45
Overview: In ancient times
leprosy was not just a physical
problem requiring medical attention; it was seen as a spiritual disease. Leprosy symbolized sin,
making a person ritually unclean
and therefore unfit to participate
in communal worship. Leprosy
was thought to be highly contagious and so lepers were quarantined from the rest of the community until he was healed. A
person afflicted with the disease
had to “dwell apart, making his
abode outside the camp” (Lev
13:46). Because he was considered not just unclean physically
but spiritually as well, a priest had
to determine whether or not he

was healed and could return to
the community. The great tragedy
of leprosy was not so much the
physical disease, but isolation
from God’s family. It may seem
odd that Jesus tells the healed
man in this week’s Gospel to keep
silent about the miracle. But Jesus
does this to prevent any misunderstanding about who he is. He
is not just another wonder-worker (a fairly common occurrence
in the ancient world). For Mark,
the healing power of Christ is inseparable from the cross. It is the
centurion at the foot of the cross
at the end of the Gospel who
rightly proclaims Jesus for who he
is: the Son of God from whose
pierced heart stream forth the
healing power of God.
Key verse: “Moved with pity, he
stretched out his hand, touched
him, and said to him, ‘I do will it.
Be made clean’” (Mk 1:41).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “Christ’s compassion
toward the sick and his many
healings of every kind of infirmity
are a resplendent sign that ‘God
has visited his people’ and that
the kingdom of God is close at
hand. Jesus has the power not

only to heal, but also to forgive
sins; he has come to heal the
whole man, soul and body; he is
the physician the sick have need
of” (No. 1502-3).
Pope Benedict XVI: “The root
of man’s wretchedness is loneliness, the absence of love—the
fact that my existence is not embraced by a love that makes it
necessary. What man needs is a
communion that goes beyond
that of the collective; a unity that
reaches deep into the heart of
man and endures even in death”
(“Principles
of
Catholic
Theology”).
Application: Human suffering
has a profoundly spiritual dimension, which reaches down to the
very core of our being. The sacraments of healing—confession
and anointing of the sick—address the problem of suffering at
its root. Disease and death are
symptoms of our fallen state. God
did not will them; they entered
the world “through the devil’s
envy” (Wis 2:24). It is God’s will to
heal and make whole. In response to those who wonder why
God allows sickness and suffering
God’s answer is … Christ.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The wisdom of old
Times are uncertain. But there
is an ancient book that can offer
some guidance during these
challenging times. That is the
Book of Proverbs, which is found
about in the middle of your Bible.
This Old Testament book was
used for instruction and was thus
directed to the young and the inexperienced. Not only does it
have thoughts concerning riches
but a host of many truths concerning behavior and consequence. Yet, these truths and advice are useless if God is not respected, for as the book states,
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.”
Listen to some of these colorful
wisdom sayings:
“The slack hand impoverishes,
but the hand of the diligent enriches.
A son who fills the granaries in

summer is a credit;
a son who slumbers during
harvest a disgrace.”—Prv 10:4-5
“One man pretends to be rich,
yet has nothing;
another pretends to be poor, yet
has great wealth…
Wealth quickly gotten dwindles away, but amassed little by
little, it grows.”—Prv 13:7-11

CNS PHOTO/GREGORY A. SHEMITZ

KEVIN AMAYA, 15, flips through
the pages of a Bible while attending a New Testament class
at St. Luke Church in Brentwood,
N.Y., July 9. The class was part of
a free two-week summer Bible
course for teenagers sponsored
by the Office of Faith Formation
of the Diocese of Rockville
Centre, N.Y.

THE SAINTS: OUR LADY OF LOURDES
19th Century
Feast –
Feb. 11
This feast
recalls the 18
appearances
of Mary to a
young
French girl,
Bernadette Soubirous, from Feb.
11 to July 16, 1858, near a grotto
at Lourdes, France. Bernadette

did not know the identity of “the
beautiful lady in white,” and
asked who she was. Mary said, “I
am the Immaculate Conception,”
the title Pope Pius IX had
defined as dogma four years
earlier. In 1890 Pope Leo XIII
allowed the local Diocese of
Tarbes to celebrate this feast;
Pope Pius X made it a universal
feast in 1907. Lourdes is still the
most famous Marian shrine in
Western Europe.
© 2008 CNS

Take a moment to read the
Book of Proverbs, it can be most
helpful. Perhaps the sayings will
inspire you to write a new children’s book or a new “self-help”
book. Imagine a business and
management book utilizing the
wisdom of Proverbs coupled
with the virtues as described in
the “Catechism of the Catholic
Church,” now that would truly
be a best seller!
Al Hooper
Denver

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize that
the opinions expressed in letters to the
editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Letters
containing plainly misstated facts,
misinformation or libelous statements
will not be printed. Unsigned letters will
not be printed. Letters will be edited.
Send letters to: Editor, Denver Catholic
Register, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO
80210 or fax to 303-715-2045. E-mail
us at: editor@archden.org.
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Who is the only
Gospel writer with
the letter ‘L’ in his
name?
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
On Feb. 11 we remember Our Lady
of Lourdes. In this quiz the
correct answers should be easy to
spot, they all begin with the letter
“L.”
1. One of the commonest titles for
God in the Old and New
Testament, occurring more than
500 times, is:

“L.” One is Leviticus, the other is:

a. Liturgy;

a. Lionhearted (Richard I);

a. Lamentations;

b. Lapidrey;

b. Luther;

b. Leviathan;

c. Lugrbiity.

c. Leo III.

9. This man was the second pope:
4. The only Gospel writer with
this letter in his name is:

a. Linus;

a. Matthelus (Latin for Matthew);

c. Lemus.

b. Lictus;

b. Luke;
c. John the Beloved.
5. These men referred to in Acts,
had certain civic and police
functions under the Romans:

10. This, often thought of as the
ancient Church language, was
actually fairly slow to be adopted
by the Greek speaking Church:
a. Langue D’oc;

a. Levites;

b. Latin;

b. Lexicographers;

c. Lettish.

c. Lictors.
11. This pope reportedly faced
down Attila the Hun:

a. Lawgiver;

6. And these men assisted Jewish
priests:

b. Lord;

a. Libertines;

b. Leon;

c. Lamb.

b. Levites;

c. Leo.

a. Linus;

c. Lollards.
2. This word, used in the New
Testament to refer to “many,”
was actually a borrowing from the
Roman army:
a. lictor;
b. lex Romana;

7. This estate was an early gift to
the Church:

12. The version of French used by
the Crusaders as a common
tongue gave us this phrase:

a. Lectern;

a. Lingue esperantao;

b. Lateran;

b. Lingua communa;

c. Lampedusa.

c. Lingua franca.

8. This is a term used in both the
East and West for certain
Christian rituals:

13. That was a time of unity, but
this Catholic eventually divided
the Church:

c. legion.
3. Two books of the Old
Testament begin with the letter

Rally
From Page 3

c. Luke.

of dead babies and their severed
limbs.
“I thought the march could
have been more compassiona. Loserinos;
ate,” said Havey.
“It was very extreme,” said junb. Lancastrians;
ior Austin Maul.
c. Lollards.
Most Holy Family students
agreed the march could have
gone differently with a more
15. The Teutonic Knights spread
positive message.
Christianity to this region, which
“I think the way to change the
is now known by the modern
states’ names, Latvia and Estonia: problem with life issues is to promote the good side and the bena. Livonia;
efits,” Good said. “And to work at
positive alternatives like adopb. Lusitania;
tion, not attack the bad side and
c. Lombardy.
scare people into changing their
opinions.”

14. In England these men
sympathized with opponents of
the Church:

ANSWERS:. 1.b, 2.c, 3.a, 4.b, 5.c,
6.b, 7.b, 8. a, 9.a, 10.b, 11.c, 12.c,
13.b, 14.c, 15.a

THE CATEQUIZ’EM

Maureen Quinlan is a junior at
Holy Family High School in
Broomfield.
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Vatican: Bishop’s Holocaust statements ‘strongly rejected’ by pope
BY JOHN THAVIS

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—The
Vatican said a traditionalist
bishop who has minimized the
full extent of the Holocaust
must disavow his positions before he will be accepted into full
communion with the Church.
A Vatican statement Feb. 4
said Pope Benedict XVI did not
know about the controversial
statements by British-born
Bishop Richard Williamson
when he lifted the excommunication of him and three other
traditionalist bishops ordained
illicitly in 1988.
“The positions of Bishop
Williamson on the Holocaust
are absolutely unacceptable and
are strongly rejected by the Holy
Father,” the statement said.
In order to function as a bishop, Bishop Williamson must distance himself from his previous
statements in “an absolutely unequivocal and public manner,”
the Vatican said.
In a statement meant to deflect the increasing public outcry over the papal decree lifting
the excommunication, the

Vatican said the decree did not
change the juridical status of the
traditionalist Society of St. Pius
X, which still has no canonical
recognition in the Catholic
Church.
The society was founded by
French Archbishop Marcel
Lefebvre, who also incurred automatic
excommunication
when he ordained the four bishops against papal orders. The
society has not accepted the
liturgical reforms of the Second
Vatican Council and its concepts of religious freedom and
ecumenism.
The statement from the
Secretariat of State said the society would have to recognize the
teachings of Vatican II and of
post-conciliar popes to be in full
communion.
It said the four bishops at
present do not have a canonical
function in the Church and “do
not licitly exercise a ministry in
the Church.”
The Vatican has emphasized
that even after the removal of
the excommunications remaining problems need to be resolved before full communion

CNS PHOTO/ALESSANDRO BIANCHI, REUTERS

POPE BENEDICT XVI waves to guests during his weekly general audience in Paul VI audience hall
at the Vatican Feb. 4.
can be established with the society’s leadership and members.
The Secretariat of State statement—like a statement the previous day from the Vatican press
spokesman,
Jesuit
Father
Federico Lombardi—reiterated
the German-born pope’s remarks at his Jan. 28 audience, in
which he recalled the suffering
of Jews during World War II and
said the Holocaust should stand
as a “warning to everyone
against forgetting, denying or
minimizing” evil.
Father Lombardi said the
pope’s words at the general audience were “unequivocal.”
The spokesman said the pope
had spoken about the horror of
the Holocaust in his 2005 visit to
a German synagogue and in his
2006 visit to the Nazi death

camp at Auschwitz. He said the
papal statement at the Jan. 28
audience “could not have been
clearer, and from the context it
is apparent that it referred to the
positions of Bishop Williamson
and to all similar positions.”
“On the same occasion, the
pope also clearly expressed the
reason for removing the excommunication, which has nothing
to do with legitimizing positions
denying the Holocaust—positions which were clearly condemned by the pope,” the
spokesman said.
Father Lombardi’s statement
was released by the Vatican
press office late the same day
that German Chancellor Angela
Merkel said the pope and the
Vatican needed to make clear
there could be no denial of the

Holocaust.
At a news conference in Berlin
Feb. 3, Merkel said she normally
did not comment on Church
matters “but we are talking
about fundamental questions.”
“This is not just a matter, in
my opinion, for the Christian,
Catholic and Jewish communities in Germany, but the pope
and the Vatican should clarify
unambiguously that there can
be no denial” of the Holocaust,
she said.
On Jan. 21, the same day the
pope lifted the excommunication, a Swedish television station aired a November interview
with Bishop Williamson in
which he repeated his position
that the Holocaust had been exaggerated.
The papal decree lifting the
excommunication was made
public Jan. 24 and Jewish
groups—especially in Germany,
the U.S. and Israel—expressed
shock that the Vatican would lift
the excommunication against
Bishop Williamson even after
his comments had been televised.
German Cardinal Walter
Kasper, who coordinates the
Vatican’s dialogue with the Jews,
said the controversy was fueled
in part by a lack of communication within the Vatican and by
“management errors in the
Curia.”
Cardinal Kasper said he has
been following the unfolding
controversy “with great concern.”
He said the pope “wanted to
open the discussion because he
wanted unity inside and outside” the Church. But the cardinal said he “would have also
liked to see more communication in advance.”
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Early morning fire
damages roof of Chicago’s
Holy Name Cathedral
BY MICHELLE MARTIN

CHICAGO
(CNS)—While
parishioners stood and stared
with tears in their eyes and firefighters continued to pour water
on the roof of Holy Name
Cathedral, Cardinal Francis E.
George of Chicago told reporters
the cathedral would “bounce
back” from an early morning fire
Feb. 4.
“Chicago has bounced back
from fires before,” said the cardinal. “We will bounce back from
this.” He spoke to the media after
taking a brief tour inside the
cathedral.
The blaze, which was of unknown origin and took firefighters two and a half hours to battle,
was under control by 7:30 a.m.
CST and reported to be out a halfhour later, according to WGN-TV
in Chicago.
Fire officials reported there was
significant water damage inside.
Firefighters had punched holes in
the roof to battle the blaze. There
apparently was extensive damage
to the cathedral’s roof and attic.
Archdiocesan chancellor Jimmy
Lago told the Chicago Sun-Times
that the cathedral would likely be
closed for months for repairs.
The fire apparently started in
the attic area between the decorative wooden ceiling and the
roof, in the area over the altar at
the east end of the building.
Because it broke out above the
ceiling, the fire also was above the
sprinkler system.
“The cathedral looks like the
cathedral,” the cardinal said, explaining what he saw when he
went inside. “Until you see the icicles on the pews and the water on
the floor and the water coming out
of the electrical fixtures.”
The cardinal expressed relief no
one was seriously injured and was
grateful “the damage was not
worse.” One firefighter suffered a
sprained back.
The cathedral had reopened in
August 2008 after being closed for
repairs after a chunk of the ceiling
fell into the sanctuary that
February. The cathedral was unoccupied at the time.
According to Father Dan
Mayall, rector and pastor of Holy
Name Cathedral Parish, a worker
who arrived around 5 a.m. reported the fire and set off alarms in
the building.
Repairs were being made in the
area where the fire started. But
workers had not been using blowtorches or anything else that
would seem to create a fire hazard,
and fire officials were “puzzled” as
to the cause, the cardinal said.
Father Matthew Compton, an
associate pastor at the cathedral,
was able to enter the sanctuary
and remove the Eucharist from

CNS PHOTO/MICHELLE MARTIN, CATHOLIC NEW WORLD

SMOKE rises from the roof of
Holy Name Cathedral in Chicago
as firefighters work to put out a
three-alarm fire the morning of
Feb. 4. The fire, which broke out
in the attic area between the
ceiling and the roof, was reported by a worker shortly after
5 a.m. CST. Fire officials said
that fire damage was confined to
the roof and attic area, with
water damage in the cathedral
sanctuary and lower levels.
the tabernacle. He took it to a
nearby chapel.
Holy Name Cathedral was built
in 1875 to take the place of two
churches that were destroyed in
the great Chicago fire of 1871.

Poll shows disapproval of Obama’s Mexico City policy reversal
WASHINGTON
(CNS)—
Although
a
majority
of
Americans support many of
President Barack Obama’s early
actions in office, only about a
third back his decision to allow
funding for overseas family
planning groups that provide
abortions, according to a new
poll by USA Today/Gallup.
The results of the survey conducted Jan. 30-Feb. 1 show that
“this is no time to divide our nation with policies that offend the
pro-life
values
of
most
Americans,”
said
Deirdre
McQuade, assistant director for
policy and communications for
the U.S. bishops’ Office of ProLife Activities, in a Feb. 3 statement.
Asked about seven actions
taken by Obama as president,
the majority said they approved
of his moves to:

• Name special envoys for the
Middle East and for Afghanistan
and Pakistan (76 percent).
• Tighten ethics rules for administration officials (76 percent).
• Limit interrogation techniques used on prisoners (74
percent).
• Institute higher fuel efficiency standards (74 percent).
• Make it easier for workers to
sue for pay discrimination (66
percent).
But only 44 percent said they
supported Obama’s decision to
order that the Guantanamo Bay
prison be closed and only 35
percent were in favor of his decision to reverse the Mexico City
policy, a ban on federal funding
of abortion-providing groups
abroad that was first instituted
by President Ronald Reagan in
1984.

Cardinal Justin Rigali of
Philadelphia, chairman of the
U.S. bishops’ Committee on
Pro-Life Activities, called the reversal “very disappointing.”
“Most Americans seem to
agree” with the cardinal,
McQuade said. “An administration that wants to reduce abortions should not divert U.S.
funds to groups that perform
and promote abortion.”
The margin of error for the
poll by USA Today/Gallup was
plus or minus 3 percentage
points.
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Locals to make
EWTN appearance

MINDY AND MATTHEW DALTON
Parishioners from St. Thomas
More Parish in Centennial will be
making a television appearance
on the Eternal Word Television
Network. On Feb. 12, Matthew
and Mindy Dalton and Greg and
Julie Alexander, operators of
Alexander House, will be guests
on the show “Life on the Rock.”
Each year, a million children
have their lives ripped apart as a
result of divorce and, unfortunately, society seems to be ac-
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cepting this behavior as normal.
The Daltons and Alexanders
will discuss how the Alexander
House is committed to helping
people discover the grandeur and
beauty of God’s plan for marriage,
not only to lower the divorce rate
but to allow those to experience
the joy in marriage that God had
intended.
On April 2, Colorado author
Jane Brennan will appear on “Life
on the Rock.” Brennan, whose
book, “Motherhood Interrupted,”
chronicles the trials of women
who have had abortions, will talk
about how abortion negatively
impacted these women’s lives—
and how they found reconciliation and healing through Christ.
“Life on the Rock” airs
Thursday evenings at 6 p.m. and
can be found on Channel 233 on
Comcast and Direct TV or on
Channel 261 on Dish TV.

Mountain Catholic
Men’s Conference
set March 21
All men are invited to take part
in the Rocky Mountain Catholic
Men’s Conference to be held in
March at Holy Apostles Catholic
Church in Colorado Springs.
The statewide event boasts a
first class list of speakers including Colorado Springs Bishop
Michael J. Sheridan; Father John
Lager, O.F.M., Cap., director of

Vocations for the Capuchin
Province of Mid-America; Luis
Soto, executive director of Centro
Juan Diego and director of
Hispanic Ministry for the
Archdiocese of Denver; Catholic
tri-athlete and motivational
speaker Brad Seng; and EWTN
commentator Peter Herbeck.
Music will be provided by award
winning singer/songwriter Steve
Angrisano.
The theme of the conference is
“You have accepted Christ Jesus
as your Lord. Now keep on following him. Plant your roots in
Christ and let Him be the foundation of your life.” Phil Webb,
Director of the Office of Marriage
and Family Life said the event
music, messages and reconciliation could attract as many as
1,500 men.
“This is a joint venture between
the Diocese of Colorado Springs
and the Archdiocese of Denver,”
he said. “The day will be full of
talks, testimonies, music, confessions and Mass celebrated by
Bishop Sheridan.”
The conference will be held 8
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. March 21 at Holy
Apostles Church, 4925 Carefree
Circle North in Colorado Springs.
Cost, which includes lunch, is $35
per person, $25 for college students. Clergy and seminarians
will be admitted free. All must
pre-register to ensure adequate
space and lunch. Registration
can be done online at rockymountaincatholicmensconference.com.

The winter
Business
Directory
is published
on Feb. 18th.
Please pull it
out, save it,
and use it
when
selecting
businesses
you
patronize!

A century of Register
archives now available online

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

KARYL KLEIN, archivist for the Denver Archdiocese, pulls bound copies
of the Denver Catholic Register, official newspaper for the archdiocese.
BY JOHN GLEASON

Nearly all 108 years of Denver
Catholic Register newspapers are
now available online.
While recent years’ issues of
the Register have been available
for online reading for several
years, issues going back to the
early 20th century have only been
available in bound volumes or on
microfilm at the John Paul II
Center.
But that’s all changed now, according to Karyl Klein, archivist
for the Archdiocese of Denver,
who proudly showed off the new
online archives last week.
The new Web site contains digital copies of the Register dating
back to its first issue of March 17,
1900, and copies of its predecessor, the Colorado Catholic from
1892 to 1898.
“There are some issues from the
early 1900s that are missing or just
didn’t digitize well,” Klein said.
To access the bound volumes
of old Registers one had to make
an appointment with the Register
offices or through the Archives
Office. Now, it’s as easy as turning
on one’s computer.
“This will be great for students
or genealogists or anyone who is
doing historical research on their
parish,” Klein said.
An anonymous donor who believed that all the microfilm copies
of the Register should be digitized
made the project possible, said
Klein. The project took more than
two years. In it, all microfilm copies
of the Register were scanned into a

DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER HISTORICAL
ARCHIVES
Visit archden.org, click on
Archives Office link, then on
Denver Catholic Register
Historical Archives.

computer, then transferred to a
disk and, finally, entered into the
new archival system. The search
engine works similar to a Google
search: one keys in the word or
phrase being sought and in a few
seconds articles containing that
information are found. Klein said
that her office is working to add the
ability to search for items chronologically.
“Hopefully, that will happen in
the near future,” she said.
The newspaper archives can be
accessed by going to the archdiocesan Web site, archden.org.
Click on the Archives Office link,
then click on Denver Catholic
Register Historical Archives. As
of press time, archived issues of
the Register and the monthly
Spanish-language newspaper of
the archdiocese, El Pueblo
Católico, are up to date. Klein
said that the site will be updated
on a regular basis.
For the average Catholic, the
new archival system is more than
a collection of newspapers—it’s
the history of faith in action.
“This isn’t just a database of
things Catholic,” Klein said. “It’s a

See Archives, Page 11
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Theology on Tap to explore impact of video games on popular culture
Gamer, archdiocesan
Chancellor Francis
Maier to address
young adults
BY ROXANNE KING

In 1972 home entertainment
was revolutionized forever when
Pong was introduced by Atari

THEOLOGY ON TAP
Topic: The Video Game Culture
Speaker: Gamer Francis Maier
When: 7 p.m. Feb. 12, C.B. &
Potts Clubhouse, Fort Collins
When: 7:30 p.m. Feb. 20,
Braun’s Bar and Grill, Denver

Incorporated. The simple two-di-

Former first lady of
Colorado to address
Seeds of Hope luncheon
BY JOHN GLEASON

Next month, the Seeds of Hope
Charitable Trust will host its 10th
annual Hope Springs Eternal
luncheon in Denver.
The annual event benefits the
trust, which supports Catholic
elementary and high schools
serving low-income, high minority population concentrated
in the inner city of Denver. The
lives of children attending these
schools are characterized by
crime and poverty. By providing
tuition assistance to students of
all faiths, they are afforded the
opportunity to attend Catholic
schools. Seeds of Hope believes
that educating an impoverished
child can save a life.
The program, which will include remarks by former
Colorado first lady Frances Owens
on the subject of quality education and making sure that children are provided the opportunity
to succeed, will feature two innercity principals and two inner-city
students who will share their stories of how a Catholic education
has influenced themselves, their
families and even their schools.
Seeds of Hope Executive
Director Betsy Boudreau said
those attending the luncheon are
in for a real treat.
“It’s exciting to have Mrs.
Owens with us,” Boudreau said,
“but the real story will be about
principals sharing their experiences about Seeds of Hope as well
as the students and the impact
that Catholic education has had
on their lives.”
The
Bell
Choir
and
Hallelujah Chorus of Guardian
Angels School will be on hand
to perform.
In past years, the event has attracted more than 300 people.
Boudreau hopes to reach that goal
this year as well.
“We’re looking forward during
rough economic times,” she said.
“We hope that people will come
and enjoy themselves and talk to

SEEDS OF HOPE
LUNCHEON
What: Benefit for the Seeds of
Hope Charitable Trust
When: 11:30 a.m. March 13
Where: Hyatt Regency Tech
Center, 7800 E. Tufts Ave.,
Denver
Cost: $70 per person
To register: Call 303-715-3127

the students and principals.”
As an example of how people
continue to offer financial support in difficult times, Boudreau
said that the 100 Days of Hope
campaign,
launched
in
December at the Evening of
Hope, has raised more than $1
million in cash and pledges. The
campaign was announced by
John Harpole, chairman of the
Seeds of Hope board of trustees.
“Since being founded 12 years
ago, Seeds of Hope has grown
from assisting 259 students that
first year to a record 1,700 last
year,” he said. “Today, we’ve realized a larger number of requests
for tuition assistance than in any
time in our history.”
The goal of the campaign was to
raise $2 million by Feb. 15.
Boudreau said that those interested in supporting Catholic education are invited to participate.
“Look at what Seeds of Hope
has done for the children and
listen to their stories,” she said.
“Even thought this is a tough
time people continue to come
forward and help.”
The Hope Springs Eternal
luncheon is set for 11:30 a.m.
March 13 at the Hyatt Regency
Tech Center, 7800 E. Tufts Ave. in
Denver. The luncheon and program will begin at noon.
Tickets are $70 per person; patron tables of 10 are $3,000.
Reservation deadline is March 5.
For more information, call Seeds
of Hope at 303-715-3127.

mensional game hooked up to the
television and for hours, people
would watch the little dot go back
and forth on the screen in a simulated ping-pong (table tennis)
match.
Today, Pong, along with other
favorites of the past such as
Asteroids, Pac-Man and Frogger
are dinosaurs to the young people
of today who prefer the fast-paced
world of Grand Theft Auto, Halo,

Mario Kart Wii and Guitar Hero.
In 2007, the Entertainment
Software Association reported that
the video game industry took in
more than $9.5 billion. What sort
of impact are media games exerting on popular culture? Francis
Maier, chancellor for the Denver
Archdiocese, will discuss this subject at the next edition of Theology
on Tap. Maier, himself a gaming
expert, will discuss how gaming

influences who we are.
Maier’s talk, “The Video Game
Culture” is set for 7 p.m. Feb. 12 at
C.B & Potts Clubhouse, 1415 W.
Elizabeth in Fort Collins and at
7:30 p.m. Feb. 20 at Braun’s Bar and
Grill, 1055 Auraria Parkway in
Denver. More information is available online at: archden.org/youth.
Theology on Tap is sponsored by
the Office of Young Adult Ministry
for the Archdiocese of Denver.
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Quirky ‘New in Town’ an
endearing romantic comedy
RENEE
ZELLWEGER and
Siobhan Fallon
Hogan star in a
scene from the
movie "New in
Town." The USCCB
Office for Film &
Broadcasting classification is A-II—
adults and adolescents. The Motion
Picture Association
of America rating
is PG—parental
guidance suggested. Some material
may not be suitable for children.
CNS PHOTO/LIONSGATE

BY HARRY FORBES
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK (CNS)—“New in Town”
(Lionsgate/Gold Circle) is a quirky, lowkey but ultimately endearing romantic
comedy about ambitious Miami-based
executive Lucy Hill (Renee Zellweger),
sent to downsize a food manufacturing
plant in New Ulm, Minn. (actually filmed
in Winnipeg, Manitoba).
On the fast track for success herself,
she’s appalled at what she perceives as

the lackadaisical attitude of the eccentric
locals, whose priorities seem to be who
can make the best tapioca pudding and
the joys of “scrapping” (that is, compiling
scrapbooks). Among the chief proponents of these activities are best buddies
Trudy Van Uuden (Frances Conroy) and
Blanche Gunderson (Siobhan Fallon
Hogan).
The latter—who will be Lucy’s secretary at the plant—takes Lucy under her
wing right from the start, peppering her

See Film, Page 18
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Spiritual classic by St. Francis de Sales turns 400
The essence of Francis’ work
was to instruct those who live in
town, within families, who are
obliged to live an ordinary life.
He emphasized that even “ordinary” can be holy. One of his
most famous and often cited directives is “Be who you are and
be that well,” basically telling us
to find our truest gifts and share
them willingly and lovingly with
the world regardless of what the

ST. FRANCIS DE SALES
CENTER VALLEY, Penn.—This
year marks the 400th anniversary of the publishing of St.
Francis
de
Sales’
“An
Introduction to the Devout
Life.”
According to the Rev. Thomas
Dailey, O.S.F.S., director of the
Salesian Center for Faith and
Culture at DeSales University,
this work is considered the
saint’s masterpiece and offers
profound insight into how the
everyday person can live a life of
faith and devotion, even in the
midst of worldly pursuits.
“There is a timeless wisdom
and gentleness to this man who
lived more than 400 years ago,”
Father Dailey said. “Regardless
of one’s current state in life,
Francis’ words are universal and
powerful because they offer encouragement, strength and wisdom for a gentle, happy, everyday life.”
St. Francis de Sales’ definitive
piece was published in 1609 yet
his words have a very modern
ring to them. As a Doctor of the
Church, Christian humanist,
lawyer, bishop and patron of
journalists, St. Francis de Sales
has commented on friendship,
courage, daily living, war, peace
and hope. His words are as powerful today, as when he lived
particularly because the world is
in similar economic and geopolitical circumstances.
Members of the DeSales
University community led by
the Salesian Center for Faith and
Culture celebrated the book’s
anniversary during the fourth
annual Heritage Week, a series
of events celebrating the legacy
of St. Francis de Sales, patron of
DeSales University.
“Each year during Heritage
Week we honor St. Francis de
Sales and celebrate his lasting
legacy and ongoing impact in
today’s culture,” Father Dailey
said. “This year’s Heritage Week
took on even deeper meaning
because we celebrated Francis’
words, which are as meaningful
and impactful today as they
were 400 years ago.”

talent or gift is.
An example is when Francis
writes to a mother of several
small children who was tormented because she felt unable
to grow in holiness because the
chaos of raising her children
prevented her from attending
Mass every day. Francis reminded her that holiness was found
precisely in how she conducted
herself as a mom, not in how

often she could attend church.
Francis rejects the all-or-nothing attitude of his day (and ours)
which pits the secular and the
sacred against each other by
championing a kind of flexibility
that is essential to the spirituality of the laity.
Copies of “Introduction to the
Devout Life,” are available at
most major booksellers and online at amazon.com.

Archives
From Page 8

journal of how Catholics dealt with
the issues of their times. The
Register is a great social paper.
During the 1920s it chronicled how
Catholics in Colorado dealt with
members of the Ku Klux Klan.
During the 1930s it reported on
how parishes dealt with the Great
Depression and during World War
II it wrote in detail about the
Catholics who went off to fight. It
truly is our history.”
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Educators mark 20, 25-years of service in Catholic schools
Catholic Schools Week was observed Jan. 25-31 with the theme,
“Celebrate Service.” In the
Denver Archdiocese, several educators are marking 20 and 25
years of service in parochial
schools. Profiles of some of these
educators follow.

25 YEARS
Trudy Jo Miles
All Souls, Englewood
For the last 25 years, Trudy Jo
Miles has worked at All Souls
School in Englewood, teaching
language arts and literature to
middle school students. She also
runs the theater workshop and is
the school’s speech coach. After
earning a bachelor’s degree in
English from Arkansas State
University and a master’s in
speech and theater from the
University of Mississippi, Miles
taught in Missouri and Arkansas
before coming to Colorado. She
believes it is her professional responsibility to present her students with a curriculum that is
challenging yet fair. Miles said it’s
vital students learn not just the
importance of knowledge but the
relevance of that knowledge to
their lives.

William Moore
All Souls, Englewood
Before becoming principal at
All Souls School in Englewood, a
position William Moore has held
for the last 25 years, he served as
principal and taught in Catholic
schools in Michigan and Illinois.
He holds a bachelor’s degree in
political science, theology and
religion, and English/drama
from Lewis University and a
master’s in educational administration from Central Michigan
University. He and wife Paula
have been married for 38 years
and have one daughter. Moore
said it is the job of the educator
to develop the whole child—
spiritually, academically and socially. “As a lay person, I was
called to school ministry from
the religious sisters, brothers
and priests who gave of themselves to make the person I am,”
he said. “Now it’s my place to
give back.”

Cecilia Gartland
Christ the King, Denver
Cecilia Gartland has taught at
Christ the King School in Denver
for 25 years, first in the science
and learning lab, and for the last
dozen years she has taught fourth

grade. She is married with two
children and holds a bachelor’s
degree from Regis University.
Being able to teach and live her
faith every day is what has kept
her in Catholic education. She
said she feels fortunate to work
with so many wonderful families.
“I remember the teachers who
taught me,” she said. “They inspired me to become the person I
am, and continue to help cultivate young Catholic educators.”

Irma Boltman
Notre Dame, Denver
Irma Boltman began her teaching career with the Archdiocese
of Denver at Mullen High School,
teaching Spanish after years of
teaching in the public school
arena.
A
graduate
of
Southeastern Louisiana College
with a degree in speech and
drama and a minor in Spanish,
Boltman then earned a master’s
in teaching in Spanish from
Georgia State University in 1975.
After Mullen, she went on to
teach Spanish at Our Lady of
Lourdes School in Denver and
since 2000 has been the Spanish
teacher at Notre Dame School.
She said the Catholic school experience allows her to incorporate Christian values with the allimportant academic materials.
She believes that teaching is a
ministry, quoting one of the first
teachers she first worked with, “If
you spend as much time praying
over your students as you do
spilling red ink on their papers,
both you and they will be fine.”

Donna White
St. Louis, Englewood
Now a second grade teacher at
St. Louis, White has taught at Our
Lady of Fatima in Lakewood and
at St. James, Most Precious Blood
and St. Vincent de Paul schools in
Denver. She holds a bachelor’s
degree in elementary education
from
the
University
of
Albuquerque and has been married to husband D’Arcy for 20
years. She believes that the core
part of a child’s education is to
learn about their faith and how to
love God. “When I see my children getting excited about their
faith, it makes my own faith life
richer,” she said.

20 YEARS
Paulette Evans
Most Precious Blood, Denver
After graduating with a bachelor’s degree in English in 1967,
Paulette Evans went to work in
the Denver Public Schools system. When her husband died,
she left education to raise her two
daughters then returned to the
classroom 20 years ago at Most
Precious Blood where she has
taught language arts to seventhand eighth-graders. She said her
goal is to instill a love of reading
and writing in her students, giving them the basics for a foundation for growth. She enjoys working with the people at Most
Precious Blood and speaks highly
of Catholic education. “We don’t
jump on a bandwagon simply because everyone else is,” Evans
said. “We give our students a
strong foundation for the future.”

Patricia Ellis
Nativity of Our Lord,
Broomfield
Before becoming the music
teacher at Nativity of Our Lord
School in Broomfield, Patricia
Ellis taught music in Wisconsin
and South Dakota. Now a widow
with three grown children, she
earned a bachelor’s degree in
music education from the
University of Wisconsin at
Platteville. She credits her coworkers as a chief reason for staying in Catholic education for so
many years and said her philosophy is to be excited about what
she teaches and to have fun in
conveying information to her
students in a way that guards
their self-esteem and fosters respect for each other.

Joseph “Woody” Green
Nativity of Our Lord,
Broomfield
Earning a degree in physical
education and exercise science in
1984, Joseph “Woody” Green
taught at Fairview and Centaurus
high schools before arriving at
Nativity of Our Lord in
Broomfield 20 years ago. Married
to Lorraine, Green said that he
believes a successful physical ed-

ucation program should teach
students to enjoy physical activity and to embrace a healthy
lifestyle. He credits the family atmosphere at Nativity as the reason he has stayed in Catholic education for two decades. “Here is
where you find the desire to put
students’ needs first,” he said.

Janet Wheeler
St. John the Baptist, Longmont
Janet Wheeler earned her degree in early childhood education
with a minor in music at
Southern Connecticut State
University in 1973. She and her
husband Bob have been married
for 35 years and have two sons
and three grandsons. Three
decades of teaching has taken
her from Connecticut to Arizona
and finally to Colorado where she
has taught first grade. She uses
Jesus as an example in work and
play. “Each child is an individual,
unique in their own way,”
Wheeler said. “My goal is to treat
each child with respect and kindness and foster a love of learning
and respect for each other.”
Wheeler said she’s blessed to
have a job where she can incorporate her faith in her daily work.

Natalie Travis
St. Joseph, Fort Collins
For 20 years, Natalie Travis has
taught second grade at St. Joseph
School in Fort Collins. She
earned a bachelor’s degree in
psychology from the University
of California, an elementary certificate from the University of
Northern Colorado and is married to Rocky, with whom she has
three children. Travis said that St.
Joseph’s is a wonderful community of students, teachers and
families. It’s a place where she enjoys living and sharing God’s
faith. “My goal is to give each
child the best all-around education through learning experiences,” Travis said. “I want to
help each student develop an enthusiasm for lifelong learning.”

Pattie Hagen
St. Louis, Englewood
After teaching in Catholic
schools in New Mexico, Pattie
Hagen and her husband Mike
moved to Colorado with their
daughters Colleen and Bridget.
She taught second and fourth
grades at St. Louis School in
Englewood before taking over as
principal in 1993. She holds a
bachelor’s degree in elementary
education and psychology from
the University of Albuquerque.
Hagen said that the Catholic educator’s first responsibility is to pass
on the Gospel and the Catholic
faith. “From the Catholic school
system I continue to be the recipient of many blessings from the
students,” she said. “It’s my job to
help the students grow to meet
their full potential.”

See Educators, Page 16
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Grant enables school to
Boulder Catholic school service project helps Haitians
upgrade classroom technology
BOULDER—Sacred Heart of
Jesus School, a preschool to
eighth grade Catholic school in
downtown Boulder, collected 350
water bottles that were sent to
Haiti as part of their international
service project during Catholic
Schools Week, Jan. 25-29.
The students hosted the water
bottle drive for the remote town
of Thomassique. Sacred Heart
alumna and recent Duke
University
graduate,
Rita
Baumgartner, currently living in
Thomassique and working at St.
Joseph Clinic, is part of a team researching drinking water and
sanitation practices in the town.
Each year, an estimated 1.8 million people around the world—
more than 90 percent of which
are children under 5—die from
diseases related to poor water
storage practices and insufficient
supplies. The team’s initial findings revealed that safe storage of
clean water, using reusable water
bottles with tops, is critical in
keeping the water free of contaminants. The relatively simple collection of reusable water bottles,
Baumgartner believes, can have a
dramatic impact.
“Those extra water bottles cluttering up your kitchen cupboards
in Boulder, can save lives here in

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

ST. PIUS X School seventh-graders Brandon Clark and Sarah
DeLuca try out a Smart Board on Jan. 22.
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

A $34,000 grant to St. Pius X
School in Aurora has enabled
the school to purchase and install 11 interactive white boards
called Smart Boards that teachers will use to engage students in
the learning process.
The grant was a gift from the
Morgridge Family Foundation.
The foundation holds that interactive instructional technology
will enhance student achievement, teacher engagement, and
retention. In the last 10 months,
the foundation has donated
more than $2.3 million to
schools and school districts
around the state.
St. Pius X School received its
grant in December, said
Principal Mark Strawbridge. The
boards were installed by the end
of January.
“Smart Boards combine the
simple use of a whiteboard with
the technology of a computer,”

explained Strawbridge. “(They)
are connected to a desk/laptop
computer. The boards are touch
sensitive, so the teacher can manipulate the information being
presented.
“We want this type of technology for several reasons,” he continued. “First and foremost is to
engage the student with interactive lessons and the opportunity
for the child to take away more
information than usual. If the
student is engaged, then the
chance of learning improves.”
The boards update the
school’s technology and improve
its
curriculum,
Strawbridge said, adding that
the grant award requires teachers to participate in training
seminars to help them use the
new technology in their classrooms.
“St. Pius eventually plans to
provide Smart technology in all
of our classrooms,” Strawbridge
said.

PHOTO PROVIDED

SACRED HEART of Jesus School students get ready to present
water bottles at their Catholic Schools Week Mass Jan. 29.
Thomassique,” she said in a letter
to Sacred Heart of Jesus families.
Students collected water bottles from the community
throughout
the
week.
Baumgartner’s mother was presented with the bottles after Mass
at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church
on Jan. 29. The water bottles have
since been sent to Medical
Missionaries Inc., the nonprofit
organization that built and staffs
the clinic in Thomassique.
Sacred Heart of Jesus School
took part in several other planned
activities throughout the week
that expressed the 2009 theme
“Catholic Schools Celebrate

Service.” The school’s observance was part of the annual celebration of the nation’s 7,800
Catholic schools and their contribution to their local communities
and beyond.
The Sacred Heart of Jesus School
community believes that development of stewardship, charity and
social justice is essential for each
child to live a Christian life. As part
of this commitment to helping
others, students from preschool
through eighth-grade host various
service projects throughout the
school year that reach people in
need on a local, national and international level.

1 4 l LO C A L N E W S

FEBRUARY 11, 2009 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

A long road in a short life
BY PEG GLOVER

Oil worker, U.S. Marine Corps
reservist, married man, Iraqi
war veteran, divorced father,
homeless single father and a
U.S. Postal worker all define the
different phases of Nick
Bowman’s life. And he is just 24.
Born in Thornton, Colo., and
raised by a divorced mom, 5year-old Nick and his mother relocated to Denver City in West
Texas when his mom remarried.
Barely out of high school, Nick
went to work in the oil fields of
Denver City. He married his
high school sweetheart and had
a baby boy, Xavier. Nick remembers those long days in the oil
fields.
“It was tough work,” he said.
“I decided that I didn’t want to
spend the rest of my life working
in the oil fields so I joined the
United States Marine Corps
Reserve.”
Nick believes that the Marine
Reserves was the best thing that
ever happened to him.
“It instilled a lot of respect and

were casualties everyday. But, the
camaraderie there was incredible. We did our job and made the
responsibility within me,” he best of it.”
When he returned to Denver
said. “It gave me a renewed commitment to my family. I then he knew that his marriage was
troubled but was surmoved my family to
prised to discover that
Denver.”
his wife had moved his
When Xavier was 2,
family back to Texas
Nick and his wife had
while he was in Iraq.
Jeremiah. The joy of
Nick spent the next
Jeremiah’s birth was
year in legal battles over
dimmed by a congenital
the custody of their
heart defect known as
children. He was awardTetralogy of Fallot. This
ed full custody of his
rare
heart
defect
changes the normal NICK BOWMAN boys in July 2007. He
was thrilled to have his
flow of blood through
boys and moved in with his sister
the heart.
“Jeremiah had three holes in and brother-in-law. That didn’t
his heart,” explained Nick. “It was work out. Suddenly, he was a
very serious. It required open- homeless single father. Then a
friend referred him to Catholic
heart surgery.”
Jeremiah’s prognosis is good Charities’ Transitional Housing
but he will require lifelong med- program.
Kitty Smith, Nick’s case worker,
ical care.
In January 2006, Nick was de- helped him find an apartment
ployed to Ramadi, Iraq. He and assistance with rent. “Kitty
worked in convoy security where was awesome,” Nick said. “I was
his unit endured sporadic new to being a single father and
she helped me so much!”
shelling and sniper fire.
Catholic Charities’ Transitional
“I was ‘in country’ for seven
months,” Nick said. “It is an expe- Housing program provides forrience I’ll never forget. There merly homeless families and in-

dividuals safe and stable housing.
With a success rate of better than
85 percent, the program actually
reduces much of the financial
burden on other social service
costs for the government and the
community as a whole over the
long run.
“For the children in particular,”
noted Kitty, “having a stable
home-life helps them succeed in
school and restores their sense of
self-esteem. For parents and single
people, having a stable living environment also helps them build a
better credit report and an increase in the likelihood that they
will never be on the streets again.
They also all benefit from knowing
that their case manager will always
be there for emotional support.”
Through case management,
new residents are guided through
the maze of services available to
them.
Catholic
Charities
Transitional Housing program
provided furniture, household
items, school clothing for the
children and classes for Nick in
budgeting and nutrition so that
his boys ate well. They also
made sure the boys had a good
Christmas for the last two years.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES
Catholic Charities exists to
extend the healing ministry of
Jesus Christ to those who are
poor and in need. To donate to
the ministries of Catholic
Charities visit
catholiccharitiesdenver.org or
call 303-742-0828.

In the year and a half since
Nick turned to Catholic
Charities he has found solid employment with the U.S. Postal
Service. He has saved enough
money for a down payment on a
home and with a VA loan will
close on a home soon.
It still isn’t easy. Nick works
nights. His sister watches the
boys (now 3 and 5) overnight.
“This schedule is rough on the
kids,” Nick said, “but I know that
our quality of life will get better.
I hope I can show them the right
path to being good men. I want
them to be responsible and successful in God’s eyes.
“I couldn’t have done it without Catholic Charities and the
people in Transitional Housing,”
he said.

Neocatechumenal Way catechesis under way at six parishes
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Dedicated to the Christian formation
of
adults,
the
Neocatechumenal Way is currently offering an introductory catechesis at six area parishes. Three
of the six parishes are offering the
catechesis in English, the other
three will present it in Spanish.
The Vatican gave final approval
to
the
statutes
of
the
Neocatechumenal Way last June.
Approved by the Pontifical
Council for the Laity, the statutes
are similar to experimental rules
adopted in 2002. They described
the Neocatechumenal Way as “an
instrument at the service of the
bishop for the rediscovery of
Christian initiation on the part of
baptized adults.”
In the early Church, people who
wanted to become Christians followed a path of formation that
was called a catechumenate.
Today, increasing secularization
has led to a need for such formation to again be offered, thus the
neo or “new” catechumenate.

The eight-week introductory
catechesis is presented by a team,
which includes lay people, a seminarian and often a priest. At the
end of the initial catechesis,
which culminates with a retreat,
participants who wish to continue
form a Neocatechumenal Way
“community” at their parish.
Some 17 parishes in the Denver
Archdiocese are host to more than
34 communities averaging 20-40
members.
The word “catechumenate”
comes from katekeo, which
means “to resound” or “to listen.” The object of the catechesis is to proclaim the Good
News of salvation in such a
manner that it resonates or
“echoes” with the listener, bringing about a fuller understanding
of the Gospel message and conversion of heart. The catechesis
is not catechism, which aims to
teach and to bring about intellectual understanding.
There is no cost to attend the
catechesis. It is open to those 13
and older. Babysitting is provided.

NEOCATECHUMENAL
WAY CATECHESIS
Ascension, Denver (Spanish) 8 p.m.
Mondays and Thursdays, started
Jan. 26
Immaculate Conception,
Lafayette (English) 7:30 p.m.
Tuesdays and Fridays, started
Feb. 3
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Boulder
(Spanish) 1:30 p.m.
Mondays and Thursdays, started
Jan. 26
St. John the Baptist, Johnstown
(English) 7:30 p.m.
Mondays and Thursdays, started
Feb. 2
Our Lady of the Mountains, Estes
Park (English) 7:30 p.m.
Mondays and Thursdays, started
Feb. 2
St. Theresa, Frederick (Spanish)
7:30 p.m.
Tuesdays and Fridays, started
Feb. 3

Annual faith conference fast approaching
This year’s Living the Catholic
Faith Conference has as its scriptural
theme,
“Live
with
Conviction—For the Love of Christ
Compels Us” (2 Cor 5:14), in observance of the Year of St. Paul. The
conference will consider various
themes associated with the life of
St. Paul, among them his love of the
Church and his zeal for the faith.
Last year, the conference attracted 2,500 people. The Living the
Catholic Faith Conference offers
insight into Catholic teachings and
provides attendees with scriptural

and doctrinal background needed
to live a life of genuine, informed
Catholic witness. Opening day
Mass will be celebrated by
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap.
Keynote speakers will include
Colleen Carol Campbell, author of
the book, “The New Faithful: Why
Young Adults are Embracing
Christian Orthodoxy”; Auxiliary
Bishop James D. Conley, who will
speak on his episcopal motto,
“Heart Speaks to Heart”; and convert to Catholicism Marcus Grodi,

president and founder of an organization for converts to Catholicism,
who will speak on conversion.
The conference is open to all
Catholic adults and a Spanish
track will be offered on Saturday.
The Living the Catholic Faith
Conference will be held Feb. 27-28
in the Korbel Ballroom of the
Colorado Convention Center in
downtown Denver. Cost is $65 for
one day, $85 for two days. For
more information, visit online at
archden.org/lcfc2009 or call 303715-3260.
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Annual Black Catholic Retreat to Catholics nominated for ecumenical
Cultural
feature author-nun Thibodeaux MLK Peace and Justice Award
Awareness
Fair at Regis U
BY JOHN GLEASON

The sights, sounds and tastes of
Africa will come alive at the
African Cultural Fair set for 10
a.m.-1 p.m. Feb. 21 at Regis
University.
The event is a
fundraiser with proceeds going to
support community peace building in northern Uganda.
The fair will feature cultural displays and food tastings as well as
performances by Joda and
Friends: African Dance of the
Sahara. Countries represented include Uganda, Sudan, Nigeria,
Ghana, South Africa, Egypt and
Burundi-Rwanda.
Missionaries bring hope to the
refugees of Uganda, teaching
skills to help them deal with the
trauma and conflict caused by 20
years of war. They also work with
children in the schools and orphanages and help form
Christian and community leaders to work with the victims of
war and poverty.
Margaret Wright is a member of
the Catholic ministry Team Africa:
The Ties That Bind, which
planned the event. Team Africa
has traveled to Uganda to aid mission work taking place there.
“We go in support of the catechists, their ministries and outreach activities,” Wright said.
“These people help the victims of
war and AIDS. Our organization
provides them with workshops
and scholarships for the children
who would otherwise not be able
to attend school. We even provide
the catechists with bicycles so
they can travel and minister to the
people in the country.”
Regis University is located at
3333 Regis Blvd. The fair will be
held in Room 333 of Main Hall.
Tickets are $15 for adults, $8 for
students and $25 for an entire
family. For more information, call
303-321-0274.

and see whenever there is a
She’s coming to Denver to church activity. This is the heart
evangelize and she wants those of evangelization.”
Mary Leisring, director of the
who hear her to evangelize, too.
Office
of Black Catholic Ministry
Sister Mary Roger Thibodeaux
of the Sisters of the Blessed said she hopes that everyone will
consider being a part of this conSacrament will lead
templative weekend.
this
year’s
Black
“People describe the
Catholic Retreat, which
experience
as aweis set for March 20-22 at
some, because it chalSacred Heart Jesuit
lenges them to examRetreat
House
in
ine their relationship
Sedalia.
with God,” Leisring
The Sisters of the
said. “It gets them away
Blessed
Sacrament
from their daily routine
order was founded in
to focus on their rela1891 by St. Katharine
tionship with God in a
SISTER MARY
Drexel to serve Native
peaceful atmosphere.”
ROGER
Americans and blacks.
The weekend promTHIBODEAUX
In addition to stirring
ises
to be an engaging
presentations by Sister
Mary Roger, the two-day event one, Leisring said. Sister Mary
will include time for relaxing, Roger said she gains from the exreading, praying, reconciliation perience as well.
“I seem to always come away
and Mass.
with
the fact that people care
The author of “A Black Nun
Looks at Black Power,” Sister enough about their relationship
Mary Roger is a lecturer, educa- with God to do a little extra; to
tor, board member for the go a little further,” she said,
National Catholic Reporter and adding that she finds the goodsits on the planning committee ness, kindness and love of God
for the National Plan and of those making the retreat inStrategy
for
Catholic spiring.
Sacred Heart Jesuit Retreat
Evangelization in the United
States. Speaking by telephone House is located in Sedalia, Colo.
from Bensalem, Penn., where Cost of the weekend event is
her order is based, Sister Mary $170, which includes all meals. A
Roger said that the theme of this $50 non-refundable deposit is
year’s retreat will be “Walking required at the time of registration. More information is availwith Jesus.”
“We will be calling and recall- able: visit online at sacred
ing Catholics, the people of God heartretreat.org, e-mail Mary
there (in Denver), to do all in Leisring at mary.leisring@arch
their power to stay with the liv- den.org, or call 303-715-3165.
ing God and to evangelize others,” she said. “And I will be reminding them that we are called
to the three main components
of what makes for the doing of
evangelizing: witnessing to God,
sharing the gift of faith with all
others at any time and all places
and then inviting others to come

ESTES PARK, Colo.—Olga
Ortega de Rojas, a parishioner of
Our Lady of the Mountains
Church in Estes Park, is this year’s
winner of the Martin Luther King
Peace and Justice Award, given by
the Estes Park Interfaith Council.
Rojas’ pastor, Father Gregory
Cioch, was a nominee of the
award. A total of four people were
nominated for the honor, which
was presented during an interfaith service at St. Bartholomew
Episcopal Church on the evening
of Jan. 19, Martin Luther King
Day.
Rojas won the award for her
community efforts promoting appreciation for Hispanic cultures.
“Olga has been very active in
Multicultural Connections helping the organization to address
the needs not only of the
Spanish-speaking Estes community, but also the needs of the
whole community to learn and
grow in understanding the
changes in the population,” reads
the nomination letter by Donna
Shavlik and Louise Olson.

CNS FILE PHOTO

THE REV. Martin Luther King Jr. is
pictured in an undated file photo.
Father Cioch was nominated
for demonstrating a genuine
commitment to ecumenism.
“Father Gregory is involved
with both ministerial groups and
embodies a true spirit of love and
ecumenism in our community,
by lending his gracious presence
at the various celebrations and
charitable events throughout the
year, from hosting the Interfaith
Thanksgiving
service
and
through the Life Chain observance,” reads Father Cioch’s nomination letter by Lois Weaver. “He
is always reminding us of God’s
love and presence with us.”
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Valentine’s Day retreat offers mountain fun, reflection on St. Thérèse’s ‘vocation of love’
BY JULIE FILBY

If your idea of St. Valentine’s
Day doesn’t include boxed
chocolates, you can still get a
gooey dose of sweetness this
year with Midnight Snowshoe
and S’mores, a weekend retreat
at St. Malo Retreat Center near
Rocky Mountain National Park.
This first-ever event offers
Catholics, age 18 to 35, a way to
celebrate the patron saint of
love, with a weekend of fun and
spiritual renewal—it’s a place to
hike, bike or simply spend time
in reflection in the beauty of
natural surroundings.
“What’s more exciting than
snowshoeing at midnight underneath a star-filled sky walking in the footsteps of Pope John
Paul II?” asked Wendy Hohn,
marketing manager for St.
Malo’s. “Then top it off with
good conversation and S’mores
around a campfire!”
According to Hohn, the

Valentine weekend retreat will
focus on love—true love. Not the
distorted commercial image
often associated with St.
Valentine’s Day.
“Valentine’s Day can be a
stressful holiday,” said Hohn. “If
you’re in a relationship, you
worry about a gift, or whether
your plans are romantic
enough. And if you’re not dating, you stress about not being
loveable.”
The philosophy of love from
the “Little Flower,” St. Thérèse of
Lisieux, “At last I have found my
vocation, my vocation is love”—
was chosen as the theme for the
weekend.
“Her message was simple, yet
very profound. We are all called
to love, no matter what our vocation in life,” Hohn said. “If it
was up to me, I’d call it St.
Thérèse Day and do little things
with great love, like she did.”
Father Daniel Cardo, the
chaplain for St. Malo’s, will give

a talk based on this philosophy
titled “My Vocation is Love.”
“St. Thérèse, whose only desire was to learn the ‘science of
divine love,’ can help us to deepen in the beautiful vocation to
love what we have all received,”
said Father Cardo.
Weekend events will also include meals, Mass at St.
Catherine’s Chapel, group discussion and time for prayer, reflection and journaling.
Midnight Snowshoe and
S’mores will be Feb. 14-15 at the
St. Malo Retreat Center at 10758
Highway 7 in Allenspark, Colo.,
12 miles south of Estes Park. For
cost and registration information, visit saintmalo.org or call
303-521-2753.
Registration
deadline is Feb. 12.

SEAN CURLEY and Tammy Hohn
toss snowballs at St. Malo
Retreat Center in Allenspark.
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Couple’s retreat to focus on joy in marriage
A one-day retreat for married
couples is scheduled to be held
next month at Church of the
Risen Christ Parish in Denver.
The retreat, which is titled, “Joy
in our Marriage,” will include
prayer, Mass, discussions led by
couples on the topic of making
joy a priority in married life and
will be led by Sister Susan
Pieper, a sister of the Apostles of
the Interior Life.
Brian Donelson, director of
family life at Risen Christ, said
that the idea of a one-day retreat
just seemed to make sense.
“We want to meet the needs
of couples,” he said, “and a great
way is help them to get away
and reflect on their lives. But a
weekend retreat takes up a lot of
time and in this economic cli-

mate, not everyone can afford
the cost. People can attend this
retreat for less than the cost of
dinner and a movie for two.”
The Apostles of Life, an order
which Donelson is a member of,
specializes in spiritual direction.
Included in their ministries are:
retreats, lectures on Catholic doctrine and assisting couples to celebrate the sacrament of marriage. The retreat will offer direction on a couple’s prayer life.
“When both parties have a
good prayer life it changes marriage, it makes it better,” he said.
“When you focus on the right
things, you come closer to God
and each other.”
Donelson hopes that people
come away from the retreat
knowing how to make joy a pri-

ority in their lives and in their
marriage.
“Pope Benedict XVI said that
joy is embodying a God-given
reality; it is a fruit of the Holy
Spirit capable of withstanding
all the trials and tribulations of
life,” he said. “It’s the joy we receive from God’s love that helps
us on our way.”
The Joy in our Marriage retreat
will be held from 9 a.m.- 4 p.m.
March 21 at Church of the Risen
Christ, 3060 S. Monaco Parkway
in Denver. Cost of the event is
$25, which includes lunch.
Registration deadline is March
17. More information is available online at risenchristchurch.
org or e-mail BrianD@risen
christchurch.org or by calling
303-758-8826.

Educators

Kathleen Byrnes
Sts. Peter and Paul, Wheat Ridge

Karen Nussman
Sts. Peter and Paul, Wheat Ridge

After earning a bachelor’s degree in elementary education,
Kathleen Byrnes taught in
Catholic schools in North
Carolina and later in New York.
She earned a master’s degree
from State University of New York
and after moving to Colorado, an
administrator’s license from the
University of Phoenix. She became principal at Sts. Peter and
Paul School in Wheat Ridge
where she said she is thankful for
the gift of each child, every school
family and for the blessing of the
faith-based
community.
“Children are the future,” she
said, “and we as educators have a
wonderful opportunity to make a
difference in their lives; to awaken young minds, to inspire, to
guide and encourage.”

An alumnus of St. Francis de
Sales High School in Denver, Karen
Nussman
graduated
from
Metropolitan Sate College with a
bachelor’s degree in physical education. She taught in Guam for a
year and since arriving at Sts. Peter
and Paul School in Wheat Ridge
has taught physical education,
computers, has served as athletic
director and currently teaches second grade. Several things keep her
in Catholic education, among
them: the ability to use Christ’s life
and love for every teaching moment, the family of staff members,
and the love she gets from students and parents. “To my students, I’m here to challenge, instruct, comfort, listen and help
them learn as much as they can
about God,” Nussman said.

From Page 12

Sister Barbara Kopel, C.H.M.
St. Thomas More, Centennial
Sister Barbara Kopel, C.H.M.,
holds a bachelor’s degree in education and social science from
Marycrest College in Davenport,
Iowa. She taught at Notre Dame
and Blessed Sacrament schools
before arriving to St. Thomas
More in Centennial where she
teaches religion to seventh- and
eighth-graders. She said she
thanks God every day for the gift
of being a teacher. “My philosophy is to connect with the students in working with their mind,
body and spirit with the goal of
having them love God, themselves and others,” she said.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Respect Life Holy Hour: at All Souls
Church, 4950 S. Logan St., Englewood.
Prayers led by Deacon Martin Waner.
Feb. 19: 7 p.m.
Lenten Mission: at Sts. Peter and Paul
Church, 3900 Pierce St., Wheat Ridge.
Mass, mission talks and Stations of
the Cross. Call parish office for times,
303-424-3706.
March 11 - 13
Citywide Singles Mass: at Church of
the Risen Christ, 3060 S. Monaco
Pkwy., Denver celebrated by Father
Ken Leone. Mass followed by catered
dinner. Cost is $15 per person. Call
303-759-9312 to register.
March 28: 6 p.m.

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Alumni and Friends Dinner: in support
of St. Therese School at La Cueva
Restaurant. Call 303-364-7494 for directions and ticket information.
Feb. 22: 5 p.m.

What is the Catholic Gospel: 8-week
course at JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver. Call 303-715-3260 for details.
Wednesdays beginning Feb. 11.

Tours for Prospective Students: and
parents at St. Rose of Lima School,
1345 W. Dakota Ave., Denver. Call 303715-3112 for details.
Feb. 23: 9 a.m.

Priesthood Discernment Retreats: for
single men who are discerning God’s
call, 1300 S. Steele St. Denver. Mass
with Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap, and seminarians to share
their stories. Call 303-282-3429 for
details.
March 15

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS

REUNIONS

Annual Valentines Day Dinner Dance:
sponsored by Knights of Columbus at St.
Frances Cabrini Parish, 6673 W. Chatfield
Ave., Littleton. Cost is $20. Call for ticket information 303-798-4022.
Feb. 14: 5:30 p.m. - 10 p.m.

1959 Class of Cathedral High School:
looking for alumni for 50th reunion
this summer. Call 303-469-4523 if interested.

RETREATS/SEMINARS

Aloha Sweetheart Luau: fundraiser for
Religious Education Ministry at St.
Dominic Church, 3053 W. 29th Ave.,
Denver. Dinner, show and dance. Cost
is $20 per person, $35 per couple.
Call 303-455-3613 for details.
Feb. 14: 6 p.m.

Divine Liturgy: followed by talk led by
Mary Beth Bonacci and pizza at Holy
Protection of the Mother of God
Byzantine Church, 1201 S. Elizabeth
St., Denver.
Feb. 11: 6:30 p.m.

Chesterton Society: to discuss novel,
“Man Alive,” at St. Vincent de Paul
Church, 2375 E. Arizona Ave., Denver.
Call 720-482-9594 for details.
Feb. 16: 7 p.m.

Harvesting Fruit of Vatican II: course
to discover richness of last council at
at JPII Center, 1300 Steele St., Denver.
Call 303-715-3260.
Thursday evenings

Tour for Prospective Students: and
parents at Loyola Grade School, 2350
Gaylord St., Denver. Call 303-715-3112
for details.
Feb. 18: 9 a.m.
Information Meeting: and tours for
prospective parents at Shrine of St.
Anne Catholic School, 7320 Grant
Place in Arvada. Call 303-422-1800
for more information.
Feb. 19: 9 a.m - 11 a.m.
African Cultural Awareness Fair: at
Regis University, 3333 Regis Blvd.,
Denver. Food tasting and performance
by African Dancers. Call 303-321-0274
for details.
Feb. 21: 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Mardi Gras Ball: sponsored by Knights
of Peter Claver at Taylor Made Event
Center, 16251 E. Colfax Ave., Aurora.
Donation of $20 includes buffet,
dance and door prizes. Call 303-4001712 by Feb. 8 for ticket information.
Feb. 21: 7 p.m.
Mardi Gras Cajun Boil: dinner, dancing
and silent auction sponsored by St.
Mary Church, 267 E. 4th St., Ault.
Tickets $12 for adult, $5 for children.
Call 970-834-1609 for details.
Feb. 21: 6:30 p.m. - -10 p.m.

Woman's Retreat: to answer questions
about religious life at Mother Cabrini
Shrine, 20189 Cabrini Blvd., Golden.
Call 303-765-4592 for details.
Feb. 21: 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Lenten Retreat: The last journey of
Paul at Loretto Spirituality Center,
4000 S. Wadsworth Blvd., Denver. Call
303-756-5628 for cost and information.
Feb. 25-27
Living the Catholic Faith Conference:
at Colorado Convention Center,
Denver. Call 303-715-3260 for registration information or online at archden.org/lcfc2009.
Feb. 27-28

Courage Group: for those struggling
with homosexual feelings. Weekly
support meetings; confidentiality and
anonymity assured. Call Father Dan at
720-434-2638.
Armor of Christ: weekend featuring
guest lecturer, Father Mitch Pacwa,
S.J., at St. Paul Church, 9 El Pomar
Rd., Colorado Springs. Cost and registration information online at:
kexs.com.
Feb. 27-28.
Live Lenten Season: at Forgiveness
Prayer Workshop at Benet Hill Center,
2555 N. Chaelton Rd., Colorado
Springs. Cost is $25. Call office to
register, 719-473-6184.
Feb. 28: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Beginning Experience Weekend: help
for divorced, separated and widowed.
An ecumenical program designed to
deal with loss held at Mother Cabrini
Shrine, 20189 Cabrini Blvd., Golden.
Call 303-255-8990 for cost and registration details.
March 6-8.
Rachel’s Vineyard Weekend: for those
who are dealing with aftermath of
abortion. Come discover forgiveness
and healing in serene atmosphere. All
inquiries are confidential. Call 303410-1710 for cost and registration information. Deadline is Feb. 28.
March 6-8
Lenten Mission: at St. Vincent de Paul
parish, 2375 E. Arizona Ave., Denver.
Call 303-744-6119 for details.
March 15 - 19
Couples Retreat: at Church of Risen
Christ, 3060 S. Monaco Pkwy.,
Denver. Cost of retreat is $25 which

includes lunch. Call 303-758-8826 to
register.
March 21: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Catholic Mens Conference: at Holy
Apostles Church in Colorado Springs.
Speakers, music, reconciliation and
Mass. Cost and registration information available online at rockymountaincatholicmensconference.com.
March 21: 8 a.m - 4:30 p.m.
Discernment Retreat for Women: put
on by Carmelite Sisters of the Most
Sacred Heart of Los Angeles, 4040
Pierce St., Wheat Ridge. Bring sack
lunch, beverage provided. RSVP by
March 11 to 303-422-6419.
March 14: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
ENDOW: Educating on the Nature and
Dignity of Women is hosting facilitator
training in room 103 at JPII Center,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Call 303715-3291 for information.
March 21: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
First Corinthians Workshop: by Tim
Gray and Ted Sri at St. Mark Church,
3141 W. 96th Ave., Westminster. Cost
is $65 including materials and lunch.
Registration deadline March 14. Call
303-715-3195 or online at
sjvdenver.edu and click on workshop.
March 21: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

SINGLES
Sweetheart Dance: at St. Thomas
More Church, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. $15 admission includes
food, beverages and dancing. No
jeans allowed. Call 720-493-8707 for
more information.
Feb. 14: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
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in the car en route to Lucy’s new
house with personal questions,
including “Have you found
Jesus?”
“I didn’t know he was missing,”
retorts Lucy, and Blanche is not
amused. “Normally, we don’t joke
about Jesus,” she admonishes.
Yes, this is clearly a Christian
community, but though it seems
at first that the film may be set
to patronize the locals for their
provincialism as well as their
faith, the film does quite the opposite.
It’s only a matter of time before the warmhearted commu-
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nity teaches the Type-A Lucy to
adjust her values. Sparks fly in a
heated first exchange between
Lucy and good-looking Ted
Mitchell (Harry Connick Jr.) at
Blanche’s dinner table; the ideological differences between bigcity Lucy and down-home Ted
are seemingly vast.
Lucy is unaware that Ted is the
union rep with whom she will
have to negotiate; they later
bond when he comes to her rescue on a snowy night.
We learn he’s a widower with a
teenage daughter, still grieving
for his late wife several years
after her death. We also see his
profoundly genuine concern as
a father when he sternly lectures
the girl’s date before the two go
off for a dance (her first), an

event that leaves him with palpitations.
Zellweger and Connick have a
good, natural rapport—whether
sparring or loving—and the supporting players, particularly
Hogan in her empathetic role,
make strong impressions.
Besides the strong emphasis
on community and loyal friendship, the film—particularly
viewed against today’s economy—resonates as a portrait of
hardworking people pulling together to preserve their livelihood.
Jonas Elmer, a Dane in his
English feature debut, directs an
engaging cast which includes
J.K. Simmons as the plant’s gruff
but lovable foreman, whom
Lucy hastily fires before realiz-

ing his worth.
The laid-back pace takes
some getting used to, but it’s a
refreshing departure from the
usual Hollywood gloss. More
amiable than outright funny—
the actual comic scenes are, at
best, mildly amusing—but the
romantic aspects are well-handled. Kenneth Rance’s script
(with C. Jay Cox) nicely stresses
the fundamental decency of this
overtly Christian community.
We see this most vividly in the
town’s candlelit caroling of “O
Come, All Ye Faithful,” during
which Lucy and Ted realize what
they mean to each other, and
there are several references to
Christ throughout, as when
Blanche avers proudly, “We ice
fish, scrapbook and drag Jesus

into normal conversation.”
The language indicated below
and some mild innuendo
notwithstanding,
the
film
should be fine for older teens
and up.
This film contains a few crude
and crass words and a single
profanity. The USCCB Office for
Film & Broadcasting classification is A-II—adults and adolescents. The Motion Picture
Association of America rating is
PG—parental guidance suggested. Some material may not be
suitable for children.
Harry Forbes is director of the
Office for Film & Broadcasting of
the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops. More reviews are available online at usccb.org/movies.
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