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LOURDES JUBILEE ENDS

FATHER Miguel
Angel Enriquez is ordained to the priesthood Dec. 13 as
Archbishop Charles
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.,
lays hands on him
and silently recites
the Prayer of
Ordination. Father
Enriquez was born in
Guadalajara, Mexico.
Spanish-speaking
priests are much in
demand to serve the
growing Hispanic
population in the
Denver Archdiocese.
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Lourdes: Readers
share stories of
heavenly grace

Native of Mexico ordained a
priest for Denver Archdiocese
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CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS & NEW YEAR’S
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Cardinal Dulles
dies at 90

EDGAR Carmona
helps Santa (Tom
McAndrews) hold a
bag of gifts during
the Dec. 11 Project
600 Christmas
party held at St.
Thomas More
Church in Centennial
for needy children.
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In separate events, teens bring
Christmas joy to children
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Raising spirits
over spirits:
Theology on Tap
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Events for a family-friendly New
Year’s celebration
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Vatican document warns
certain new research
violates moral principles
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FINDING THE
TRUE JOY IN
CHRISTMAS
PAGE 2

THE NATIVITY of Jesus is depicted in stained glass in a window at St. William Church in
Fort Lupton. The Christmas season begins with the Dec. 24 evening vigil and ends on the
feast of the Baptism of the Lord, Jan. 11 in 2009. Read about Hispanic traditions that help
to keep Christ the focus of the days leading up to Christmas on Page 2.
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Children’s books suitable for
Christmas gift-giving
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Finding the true
joy in Christmas
Our Redeemer is born to deliver us from
sin and restore us to eternal life
Each year in December, the noise, anxiety and party
going of the season tend to obscure the reality we
celebrate. But this year, in the midst of our country’s troubling economic problems and the uncertainty they breed,
some of us may have a hard time finding any joy in
Christmas.
It’s worth remembering that the world we know today is
not so different from the world of the first Christmas.
For Mary, the Jewish teenager, there was nothing sentimental about being pregnant and unmarried in the
Galilean hill country. She had her faith in God. She also
had the protection of her betrothed. But whether she had
the understanding of her local relatives and friends is another matter. Women of her day could be, and sometimes
were, stoned for perceived adultery. The warmth from her
cousin Elizabeth may not have been widely shared.
Nor could Mary’s story have been easy for Joseph. No
matter how great his faith, no matter how vivid the angel’s
message, no matter how good his heart, he still likely struggled with very human temptations to doubt and confusion.
In fact, the Eastern Church captures his humanity beautifully in her traditional iconography of the Nativity. The
icons often portray Joseph apart from the manger scene,
turned slightly away from the mother and child, deep in
thought.
The road to Bethlehem would have been dangerous and
physically demanding. Bandits and brigends were common. The Roman occupiers could be brutal. The inability
to find shelter at an inn would have been more than inconvenient; it would have been life-threatening. And few of us
today can really imagine the squalor of giving birth in a stable or a cave.
Yet, this is what Pope St. Leo the Great called the “birthday of life.” This is what we celebrate every Christmas. The
wonder of Christmas is the humility God chose for himself,
purely out of love—love for us.
God loved us enough to send us his only Son. He loved
us enough to take on our poverty, our indignities and fears,
our hopes, joys, sufferings and failures—and our flesh—in
order to speak to us as one of us. He became man to show
men and women how much God loves them. He was born
for that purpose. He lived for that purpose. He died and
rose again for that purpose.
In these last few days of Advent, give yourself, your
friends and your family an early gift of the season: Read
and pray over the first two chapters of the Gospel of Luke.
The real story of Christmas is much earthier, truer and far
more powerful than anything we’ll ever see in a department
store window.
Jesus is Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.” Jesus
is Yeshua, which means “God saves.” When Jesus later
preaches in his public ministry that “I am the way the truth
and the life,” he is only restating the miracle that begins in
Bethlehem. Our Redeemer is born in a stable; He is born to
deliver us from sin and restore us to eternal life. This was
the meaning of the birth on that first Christmas. This is
what we remember in 2008. And that is a birthday worth
celebrating.
May God grant you and all those you love a very merry
Christmas and a blessed New Year!

Hispanic Christmas traditions
keep Christ the focus of Christmas
BY ABRAHAM MORALES

If you’re looking for ways to
keep Christ the focus of the days
leading up to Christmas, you may
consider borrowing some ideas
from the Hispanic culture. One
doesn’t need to be Hispanic to
enjoy them.
During the nine days previous
to Christmas, the celebration of a
novena is common. In Mexico,
this novena is known as posada,
“lodging,” and recalls the journey
Joseph and Mary took from
Nazareth to Bethlehem prior to
the birth of Jesus. Rich in symbolism, the posada starts with the
praying of the rosary.
For the posada the faithful
process with the peregrinos, “travelers,” Joseph and Mary—the
characters can be portrayed by
children in costume and accompanied by a donkey—who travel
from home to home where they
are turned away. The peregrinos
lead the procession while the faithful sing Advent songs. On the ninth
day at the last stop, Joseph and
Mary finally receive lodging. The
holy travelers are welcomed inside
with a beautiful song, part of
which proclaims, “Come in, holy
travelers; receive this humble
home that I offer you with love.”
The celebration continues with
the breaking of a star-shaped
piñata. The seven points of the
star represent the seven capital
sins. Pretty and colorful, the piñata reminds the faithful of the allure of sin.
People try breaking the piñata
while blindfolded. The blindfold
represents faith, wherein one believes without seeing and which
is necessary to break with evil.
The stick the person uses to break
the piñata represents the power
of God through the Gospel, which
is the tool Christians have to help
them fight evil.
Because the person is blindfolded, he needs others to guide
him; this signifies the necessity of
the Christian community, which
plays an important role helping
the individual Christian to fight
evil. Together—the person breaking the piñata and the community helping them—represent the
Church, which reminds the faithful that as a Church we need to be
in communion with each other.
The fruit and candy that spill out
of the piñata when it’s finally bro-

CNS PHOTO/RICK MUSACCHIO, TENNESSEE REGISTER

THE CHRIST Child is pictured in a detail of a Nativity scene.
ken represent God’s grace, which Catholics in Latin America. During
Advent, it’s a tradition to visit the
is given to all.
Once the piñata is broken the Nativity scene outside the cathecelebration continues with the dral or the parish church. For
distribution of colacion, which Latino families Christmas dinner
are similar to party favor bags, as takes place on Christmas Eve
a sign of communion and shar- around the Nativity scene.
Another beautiful tradition is
ing. Finally, the host of the posada
the participation of the entire
may offer a simple dinner.
A special Nativity reenactment family at Christmas vigil Mass,
common to Mexico is called pas- known as Misa de Gallo, “Mass of
torela, after the shepherds—pas- the rooster,” referring to sunrise
tores. Missioners in Mexico when the rooster crows. The Mass
adapted the Aztec and Mayan doesn’t actually take place at suntradition of performing plays de- rise, but late on Dec. 24. After
picting struggles between the Mass, families gather at home for
gods of good and evil. A pastorela adoration of the infant Jesus.
In some Spanish-speaking
is a play about the days before
Christmas among the shepherds. countries there is a ceremony for
It depicts the fight between Good rocking the infant Jesus to sleep
and Evil; the character Evil tries to before actually placing him in the
convince the shepherds not to manger, in others, the youngest
visit the Holy Family in the stable, family member carries the babe
but Evil is defeated and the shep- from member to member for
herds take gifts to the crib. each to venerate the Christ Child
Pastorelas are performed the nine with a kiss before he is placed in
the manger. Usually, the infant
days leading up to Christmas.
Another version of the posada Jesus is placed in the manger at
novena is the Novena Navideña midnight. While waiting for midcelebrated in South America, par- night to approach, the family
ticularly in Colombia, in which sings Christmas carols.
Once the babe is placed in the
families pray around their home
Nativity scene for nine days. Each manger, the family gathers around
night a candle is lit, which even- the dinner table for a prayer and a
tually creates a path toward the meal. The eldest—or in the case of
empty manger. The family sings a shared celebration, the host—
leads the prayer. After enjoying the
joyful carols each night.
The Nativity scene plays an im- meal, the family shares gifts. The
portant role in the lives of
See Traditions, Page 24
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Native of Mexico ordained a priest
for Denver Archdiocese

BRIEF

Register to offer Writers Workshop
The Denver Catholic Register
is
sponsoring
a
Writers
Workshop led by award-winning
journalist Wayne Laugesen, editorial page editor of the
Colorado Springs Gazette, 9
a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 10 at
the John Paul II Center. Good
writers and representatives of
Pastoral Center offices, parishes
and Catholic organizations in-

terested in submitting news
items to the Register are invited
to attend. The workshop will include how to write and submit
items for publication consideration. Space is limited for this free
event, but registration is necessary. Lunch will be provided.
Registration deadline: Jan. 2. To
register,
send
e-mail
to
editor@archden.org.

Let’s make this Advent meaningful
Wreath prayer week 4
BY BOB ZYSKOWSKI
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THE ARCHBISHOP and the congregation pray the Litany of Supplication over Deacon Miguel Enriquez
during his ordination to the priesthood Dec. 13.
BY JOHN GLEASON

Under the watchful eye of a
Knights of Columbus honor
guard and accompanied by the
peeling of church bells, the
Denver Archdiocese’s newest
priest was ordained the morning of Dec. 13 during a Mass at
the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception.
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., ordained Deacon
Miguel Angel Enriquez, 29, a native of Guadalajara, Mexico, a
priest.
Concelebrants of the Mass
were Auxiliary Bishop James D.
Conley; Msgr. Thomas S. Fryar,
V.G., pastor of the cathedral;
Father Jorge De Los Santos,
O.crs., vicar for Hispanic
Ministry;
Father
Bernard
Schmitz, vicar for clergy; Father
Michael Glenn, rector of St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary,

which the new priest attended;
and Father Florian MartínCalama, rector of Redemptoris
Mater Archdiocesan Missionary
Seminary.
More than 30 priests, 15 deacons and dozens of seminarians
were among the estimated 500
family, friends and well wishers
who joined in the bi-lingual celebration.
At the Rite of Ordination,
Deacon Enriquez was called forward by Father Glenn and presented to Archbishop Chaput.
“Is he worthy?” the archbishop asked.
“I testify that he has been
found worthy,” Father Glenn
replied.
In his homily, Archbishop
Chaput emphasized a key phrase
in the Scripture reading from the
Book of the Prophet Isaiah: “The
Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed

me; He has sent me to bring glad
tidings to the lowly, to heal the
brokenhearted.”
“Part of this ceremony is the
anointing with oil,” the prelate
said. “In Hebrew, the word for
anointed one is ‘messiah.’ To be
anointed means to be marked to
preach
glad
tidings—the
Gospel; to preach the liberty and
true freedom that God wants us
to (enjoy); and to comfort those
who mourn—to bring them
hope.”
Next came the prayer of supplication, the laying on of hands
and the prayer of ordination to
the priesthood.
Deacon
Enriquez knelt and professed
his obedience to the archbishop
as the priestly office was conferred upon him. Following investiture with stole and chasuble, his hands were anointed by
the archbishop.

The following Advent wreath
prayer is intended to help busy
households make Advent a prayerful time during the rush of
Christmas preparations. The language is fairly simple to be used for
personal prayer and reflection or by
groups of adults or adults with children, and options are noted to
allow for participation by a variety
of members of the household.
Leader: The fourth and final
week of the season of Advent begins today. As we near Christmas
we spend this moment in prayer
so that we are better prepared to
welcome the Christ Child into our
hearts and into our lives.
• Light all four of the candles on
the Advent wreath (choose a different person for this task each week)
• (optional) Read aloud 2
Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16;
Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38
(a different person might read
each passage)
• Leader: When we think that
we are in charge and in control,
that’s when we need to remember
that it is God who has provided
everything we have and made us
everything we are. This Fourth

Week of Advent, the reading from
the Hebrew Bible leaves us asking
“Do I have a dwelling place for
the Lord in my heart?” This week
let’s ask ourselves, are our hearts a
fitting place for the Christ Child to
rest his head?
Closing prayer:
(Leader may read all, or others
in the household may each read a
segment)
1) Father in heaven, help us to
remember that all our gifts come
from you. When we think we are in
charge, remind us that all we are
your people and that you are our
God. And let us have no gods—not
wealth, not power, not fame, not
material things—before you.
2) God above, as you found
favor in the Virgin Mary, help us
live so that you find favor in our
lives. Help us to be holy.
3) Help us, Lord, to follow
Mary’s example of faith and trust.
Along with Mary, help us too to
say yes God, I am yours. Do with
me as you want. Make me your
hands on Earth.
4) Holy Spirit, inspire us to live
every day as if Christmas is just a
week away.
Bob Zyskowski is associate publisher of The Catholic Spirit, newspaper of the Archdiocese of St.
Paul and Minneapolis.

See Enriquez, Page 13

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Dec. 18: Finance Council meeting, JPII Center (8:30 a.m.)
Dec. 21: Father Woody Christmas Party, Sheraton Denver Hotel
Dec. 21: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Dec. 17: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Dec. 18: Finance Council meeting, JPII Center (8:30 a.m.)
Dec. 20: Mass, Mother of God Parish (4 p.m. and 6 p.m.)
Dec. 21: Mass, Sacred Heart of Mary Parish, Boulder (9 a.m. and 11 a.m.)
Dec. 22: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Dec. 23: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
The following is granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver on the day of ordination to priesthood (Dec. 13, 2008) and appointed as follows:
Rev. Miguel Enriquez, parochial vicar, St. Pius X Parish, Aurora, effective Dec. 13, 2008, for a three-year period.

NOTICE
Today’s issue is the last of the year for the Denver Catholic Register. Publication date for the first issue in
2009 is Jan. 14. The Denver Catholic Register wishes all its readers a blessed Christmas and a happy new year.
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

GEORGE WEIGEL

Born in the midst
of daily life
The Roman basilica of Sts. Cosmas and Damian tends to elude
the casual tourist and the hurried pilgrim, although it’s right off
the Via dei Fori Imperiali between Trajan’s column and the
Coliseum. A visit at any time is worthwhile, as the apse mosaics
are among the most spectacular in Rome—sixth and seventh
century work that somehow anticipates 20th century art deco.
Sts. Cosmas and Damian is particularly striking during Advent
and Christmastide, though, because it’s also home to one of the
world’s most colossal crèches.
Six yards long, four yards high, and three and a half yards
deep, the Nativity scene is Neapolitan in inspiration and execution, and dates from the 18th century. Buildings and bridges are
made of cork; human and animal figures are carved wood or ceramic. In addition to Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus, the
crèche includes the three kings (with five camels and three horses), 29 angels of various choirs, and some 75 men and women—
among them, a chestnut vender, a fruiterer, a miller, a man harvesting grapes, a piper, an innkeeper, a fisherman, a butcher, a
hunter, a soldier, and a blind man, plus the usual array of shepherds. Two people are sleeping and one family is caring for another newborn child. The animal kingdom is represented by five
cows, one calf, two donkeys, a mule, a dog, two goats, and 23
sheep, in addition to lambs, doves, birds in their nests, and hens
with newly-hatched chicks.
Il Monumentale Presepio Napoletano is more than just a display grander than anything on New York’s Fifth Avenue, however. Its composition makes an important, if subtle, theological
point, in that the cave of the Nativity is not in the center of the
scene. The point? This is not a Redeemer who comes as we
might expect a Redeemer to come, with trumpets blaring and
everything pointing to the expected Messiah. No, this Redeemer
comes into the world in the midst of everyday life, the life he will
transform by the witness and sacrifice of his own life.
Pope St. Leo the Great, in a reading prescribed for the Liturgy
of the Hours on Dec. 17, made the same point, a millennium before Neapolitan artists created the Cosmas-and-Damian crèche:
“The divine nature and the nature of a servant were to be
united in one person so that the Creator of time might be born
in time, and he through whom all things were made might be
bought forth in their midst. For unless the new man, being
made in the likeness of sinful humanity, had taken on himself
the nature of our first parents, unless he had stooped to be one
in substance with his mother while sharing the Father’s substance and, being alone free from sin, united our nature to his,
the whole human race would still be held captive under the domain of Satan. The Conqueror’s victory would have profited us
nothing if the battle had been fought outside our human condition. But through this wonderful blending the mystery of new
birth shone upon us, so that through the same Spirit by whom
Christ was conceived and brought forth, we, too, might be born
again in a spiritual birth; and in consequence, the evangelist declares the faithful to “have been born not of blood, nor of the
desire of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”
The Redeemer comes, not to fetch us out of ourselves but to
unite our humanity to his divinity so that we might be called
children of God. This Christmas, the Church in America anticipates at least four years of grave challenge in its living of the
Gospel of life. The best response to that challenge is for each of
us to become the saints our baptism calls us to be. The
Neapolitan crèche at Sts. Cosmas and Damian is a reminder
that, for most of us, that sanctity will be achieved amidst the
quotidian realities of daily life—which just happens to be where
the Redeemer of the world was born.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper
of the Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

Dec. 21: 4th Sunday of Advent
Scripture readings:
• 2 Samuel 7:1-16
• Psalm 89:2-5; 27, 29
• Romans 16:25-27
• Luke 1:26-38
Theme: God’s plan fulfilled.
After decades of war Israel was
finally at peace. But David wasn’t. According to our first reading, “The Lord had given him
rest from his enemies” but the
Ark of the Covenant, the most
sacred object in Israel and sign
of God’s presence, did not have a
proper dwelling place. David’s
primary concern was not for
himself or the future of his kingdom, but for God: “Here I am living in a house of cedar,” he says,
“while the ark of God dwells in a
tent!” Nathan the prophet assures David that one day a holy
place for God would be built.
God also promised that David’s
kingdom would last forever and

his own offspring would inherit
the throne. God’s promise, however, would not be realized as
David expected. The new “ark”
would not be a container made
of wood, but a vessel of flesh and
blood. And the new “temple”
would not be made of lifeless
stones taken from the earth, but
of “living stones” hewn from humanity. God’s promise to David
was fulfilled some 900 years
later when the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and told her:
“Behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and
you shall name him Jesus. He
will be great and will be called
Son of the Most High, and the
Lord God will give him the
throne of David his father.”
Key verse: “Behold, you will
conceive in your womb and
bear a son, and you shall name
him Jesus (Lk 1:31).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “From all eternity God
chose for the mother of his Son a
daughter of Israel, a young Jewish
woman of Nazareth in Galilee:
The Father of mercies willed that
the Incarnation should be preceded by assent on the part of the

predestined mother, so that just
as a woman had a share in the
coming of death, so also should a
woman contribute to the coming
of life’” (No. 487-488).
Pope Benedict XVI: “The ‘fiat’
of Mary, the word of her heart,
has changed the history of the
world because it brought the
Savior into the world. As the true
‘Daughter of Zion’ Mary is the
image of the Church, the image
of believing man who can only
come to salvation and to himself
through the gift of love—
through grace” (“Let God’s Light
Shine Forth”).
Application: “Do you not
know that you are the temple of
God and that the Spirit of God
dwells in you?” Paul reminded
the Christians at Corinth (1 Cor
3:16). God is not limited to a
single location, but moves about
with his people. God’s plan for a
holy temple was fulfilled, but
not in the way David or Israel expected. Mary is the model for
the Church, which is the temple
of the Holy Spirit, for “Where
there is Jesus Christ, there is the
Catholic Church” (St. Ignatius of
Antioch; CCC No. 830]).

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Web site for the new
evangelization
Ten years ago, on this very day
of the solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception (Dec. 8),
the Congregation for the Clergy
offered to all priests, deacons
and catechists of the entire world
something new, our own Web
site on the Internet, clerus.org.
With that site (and through those
who have visited) we have attempted not only to offer specific
help to those to whom it was destined, but also to fulfil our true
mission, that the Internet must
be given to all users: “because
only when one sees the face of
Christ and hears his voice …will
the Internet be converted into a
truly human space, given that if
there is no place for Christ, nor is
there place for man …. May the
Lord bless all those who work
with this endeavour” (Pope John
Paul II).

Ten years have passed and
through them we have been introduced into a new millennium
of Christianity. Church and
world find themselves walking
through the lights and shadows
of the dawn of the third millennium. The way is long, but the
steps of the Church, and of humanity, have been illuminated
by the “light of hope”: this is the
force which pushes us to continue forward, for, as Pope
Benedict XVI reminds us, “we
have been saved by hope.”
And it is the hope of offering
“something new” which has
moved us to renovate our Web
page, so that it may more efficiently help the great network of
evangelization, which, through
the work of priests, deacons and
catechists, the Church must accept and sustain: the word of the
Lord through the new means of
communication.
To the most holy Virgin Mary,
teacher of dialog between God

THE SAINTS: ST. PETER CANISIUS
1521 - 1597
Feast –
Dec. 21
Born in
Holland,
Peter first
studied law
in
Germany
but turned to theology and
entered the Society of Jesus in
1543. Known for his preaching,

he assisted at the Council of
Trent and was an important
figure in the post-conciliar
Catholic revival. As Jesuit
provincial in southern
Germany, Austria and
Bohemia, he started schools,
colleges and seminaries. Peter
is credited more than anyone
else with keeping the south
German peoples Catholic. He
was canonized and named a
doctor of the church in 1925.
© 2008 CNS

and men, we once again dedicate our renewed Web site, certain that she will bless our work
and all those who, with true
hope, approach this page with
an evangelizing and apostolic
spirit.
+ Cardinal Claudio Hummes
Archbishop Emeritus
of Sao Paolo
Prefect,
Congregation for the Clergy
+ Archbishop Mauro
Piacenza
Titular Archbishop
of Vittoriana
Secretary,
Congregation for the Clergy
Vatican City

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should include the
writer’s name, address and
telephone number. We rely on
our readers to recognize that
the opinions expressed in
letters to the editor are those
of the author and are not
necessarily those of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Letters
containing plainly misstated
facts, misinformation or
libelous statements will not be
printed. Unsigned letters will
not be printed. Letters will be
edited. Send letters to: Editor,
Denver Catholic Register, 1300
S. Steele St., Denver, CO
80210 or fax to 303-715-2045.
E-mail us at:
editor@archden.org.
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Vatican document warns certain new research violates moral principles
BY JOHN THAVIS

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—A new
Vatican document warned that
certain recent developments in
stem-cell research, gene therapy
and embryonic experimentation
violate moral principles and reflect an attempt by man to “take
the place of his Creator.”
The latest advances raise serious questions of moral complicity for researchers and other
biotech professionals, who have
a duty to refuse to use biological
material obtained by unethical
means, the document said.
The 32-page instruction, titled
“Dignitas Personae” (“The Dignity
of a Person”), was issued Dec. 12 by
the Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith. Pope Benedict XVI
personally approved the text and
ordered its publication.
The document represented an
updating of the congregation’s
1987 instruction, “Donum Vitae”
(“The Gift of Life”), which rejected in vitro fertilization, human
cloning, surrogate motherhood
and nontherapeutic experiments
with human embryos.
The new instruction expanded
on those teachings or presented
new ones in the following areas:
• Stem-cell research. The document recognized that stem cells
have opened new prospects in regenerative medicine. It said it is
morally acceptable to take stem
cells when they do no serious
harm to the subject, as is generally the case when tissues are taken
from an adult organism, from the
umbilical cord at the time of birth
or from fetuses that have died
from natural causes.
On the other hand, it said, it is
always “gravely illicit” to take
stem cells from a living human
embryo, because it invariably
causes the death of the embryo.
•The morning-after pill and
other anti-implantation methods.
The document said an embryo is
constituted after fertilization of the

egg, and drugs and techniques
that prevent its implantation in the
uterine wall are morally illicit because they intend to cause an
abortion—even if they don’t actually cause an abortion every time
they are used.
Anyone who seeks to prevent
the implantation of an embryo
that may have been conceived,
and who therefore requests or prescribes such a drug, generally intends abortion, it said. The use of
such anti-implantation methods
“falls within the sin of abortion”
and is gravely immoral; when
there is certainty that an abortion
has resulted, there also are serious
canon law penalties, it said.
• Gene therapy. It said genetic
engineering that aims to correct
genetic defects by intervening on
nonreproductive cells, a process
called somatic-cell gene therapy, is
in principle morally acceptable.
The effects in this case are limited
to a single person.
But is it not permissible to make
genetic modifications that seek to
transmit the effects to the subject’s
offspring, called germ-line cell
therapy, because of potential harm
to the progeny, the document said.
It said that “in the present state of
research” germ-line cell therapy in
all its forms is morally illicit.
• Embryo manipulation and
“adoption.” The document repeated earlier condemnations of the in
vitro creation of human embryos,
a technique often used in fertility
treatment, first because it separates procreation from the conjugal act in marriage, and second because in practice unused embryos
are often discarded, thus violating
the principle that “the human
being is to be respected and treated as a person from the moment of
conception.”
Freezing such embryos is itself
a violation of ethics, because it
exposes them to a serious risk of
death or harm, the document
said. Most of such embryos remain “orphans,” it said. Despite

CNS ILLUSTRATION/EMILY THOMPSON

AN ILLUSTRATION depicts an
early stage human embryo following the union of an egg cell and a
sperm cell. The new Vatican document "Dignitas Personae" ("The
Dignity of a Person") warns that
certain recent developments in
stem-cell research, gene therapy
and embryonic experimentation
violate moral principles and reflect an attempt by man to "take
the place of his Creator."
the good intentions of people
who have suggested a form of
“prenatal adoption” to allow unused frozen embryos to be born,
such a proposal would be subject
to medical, psychological and
legal problems, it said.
• Freezing of human eggs. The
freezing of oocytes, immature
human egg cells, has been introduced as part of an in vitro fertilization technique, in which only
those eggs to be transferred to the
mother’s body are fertilized. The
document said the freezing of
oocytes for this purpose is morally
unacceptable.
•
Human-animal
hybrid
cloning. The document rejected
as immoral recent efforts to use

animal eggs to reprogram human
cells in order to extract embryonic stem cells from the resulting
embryos. These efforts represent
a grave offense against human
dignity by mixing animal and
human genetic elements capable
of “disrupting the specific identity of man,” it said. In addition,
use of the resulting stem cells
would expose humans to unacceptable risks, it said.
In a section titled “The use of
human ‘biological material’ of illicit origin,” the document examined the ethical questions posed
for people who, in research or the
production of vaccines or other
products, deal with cell lines that
are the result of a procedure the
church considers immoral.
In cases where there is a direct
connection, such as embryonic
experimentation that inevitably
involves the killing of the human
embryos, such acts “always constitute a grave moral disorder,” it
said.
It said the situation was more
complex when a researcher works
with cell lines produced apart
from his research center or obtained commercially. The document rejected the “criterion of independence,” as formulated by
some ethics committees, which
argues that using such biological
material would be ethically permissible as long as there is a clear
separation between those causing
the death of embryos, for example,
and those doing the research.
The document said it was necessary to distance oneself in one’s
ordinary professional activities
from the injustice perpetrated by
others, even when immoral actions are legal, in order not to give
the impression of “tacit acceptance of actions which are gravely
unjust.”
“Therefore, it needs to be stated
that there is a duty to refuse to use
such ‘biological material’ even
when there is no close connection
between the researcher and the

actions of those who performed
the artificial fertilization or the
abortion, or when there was not
prior agreement with the centers
in which the artificial fertilization
took place,” it said.
In the wider framework, it
added, there are differing degrees
of responsibility, and grave reasons may in some cases justify the
use of such “biological material.”
For example, it said, the danger to
the health of children could permit
parents to legitimately use a vaccine that was developed using cell
lines obtained illicitly. In such a
case, it noted, the parents have no
voice in the decision over how the
vaccines are made. At the same
time, it said, everyone should ask
their health care system to make
other types of vaccines available.
The instruction repeated earlier Vatican condemnations of
human cloning, whether done to
produce embryos for stem cells
or to define the genetic identity of
an individual person, which the
document called “a form of biological slavery.”
The document said couples
need to be aware that techniques
such as pre-implantation diagnosis, which is used in artificial fertilization and leads to the destruction of embryos suspected of defects, reflects a growing “eugenic
mentality.” It cited an increasing
number of cases in which couples
with no fertility problems are
using artificial means of procreation in order to engage in the genetic selection of their offspring.
The document closed with an
appeal to view the Church’s teachings not as a series of “no’s” but as
an effort to protect society’s weakest and most defenseless against
forms of unjust discrimination
and oppression.
“There are those who say that
the moral teaching of the Church
contains too many prohibitions. In
reality, however, her teaching is
based on the recognition and promotion of all the gifts that the
Creator has bestowed on man:
such as life, knowledge, freedom
and love,” it said.
“Behind every no in the difficult
task of discerning between good
and evil, there shines a great yes to
the recognition of the dignity and
inalienable value of every single
and unique human being called
into existence,” it said.
“Dignitas Personae” drew on a
number of sources, in particular
“Donum Vitae” and Pope John
Paul II’s 1995 encyclical,
“Evangelium Vitae” (“The Gospel
of Life.”) It also cited the teachings of Pope Benedict XVI, notably his address on stem cells to
the Pontifical Academy for Life in
2006.
The Vatican said the new document, as a papally approved instruction of a doctrinal nature, falls
under the category of the “ordinary magisterium,” which is the
Church’s teaching authority, and is
to be received by Catholics “with
the religious assent of their spirit.”
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Cardinal Dulles dies at 90
WASHINGTON
(CNS)—
Cardinal Avery Dulles, a Jesuit
theologian who was made a cardinal in 2001, died
Dec. 12 at the Jesuit
infirmary in New
York, Murray-Weigel
Hall. A cause of death
was not released but
he had been in poor
health. He was 90
years old.
Cardinal
Dulles
had been the oldest
living U.S. cardinal.
His death was announced by the New
York-based Jesuit provincial’s office. Funeral arrangements were
pending. His death “brings
home to God a great theologian
and a totally dedicated servant
of the Church,” said Cardinal
Francis E. George of Chicago,
president of the U.S. bishops. “I
am deeply saddened at the loss
of a personal friend, but I rejoice
in the hope that now he sees
clearly what he explored so well
in his studies on revelation, on
grace and on the nature of the
Church and the papal office,” he
said in a statement.
Cardinal Dulles, the son of for-

mer Secretary of State John Foster
Dulles and nephew of onetime
CIA director Allen Walsh Dulles,
both of whom served
in the Eisenhower administration, became
known in his own
right for his groundbreaking 1974 work
“Models
of
the
Church”—one of 22
books
published
under his name—in
which he defined the
Church as institution,
mystical communion, sacrament, herald, servant and community of
disciples, and critiqued each.
Born Aug. 24, 1918, Cardinal
Dulles was the grandson of a
Presbyterian minister. He joined
the Catholic Church as a young
man after he went through a period of unbelief.
“In becoming a Catholic, I felt
from the beginning that I was
joining the communion of the
saints,” he said at a 2004 lecture
in New York on author C.S.
Lewis. “I found great joy at the
sense of belonging to a body of
believers that stretched across
the face of the globe.”

He entered the Catholic
Church in 1941 while a student at
Harvard Law School. He served in
the Navy in World War II, then entered the Jesuits after his discharge in 1946. He was ordained
to the priesthood in 1956.
Cardinal Dulles had been the
Laurence J. McGinley professor of
religion and society at Fordham
since 1988. He also had taught in
Washington at the former
Woodstock College, now folded
into Georgetown University, in
1960-74, and The Catholic
University of America, 1974-88.
He had also been a visiting professor at Catholic, Protestant and
secular colleges and universities.
Past president of both the
Catholic Theological Society of
America and the American
Theological Society, Cardinal
Dulles
served
on
the
International
Theological
Commission and as a member of
the
U.S.
Lutheran-Roman
Catholic dialogue. He also served
as a consultant to the U.S. bishops’ Committee on Doctrine.
He was the recipient of numerous awards and of more than 30
honorary doctorates.
Cardinal Dulles had two other
relatives who served as secretary
of state: great-grandfather John
W. Foster and great-uncle Robert
Lansing.

BRIEFS
Pope names Spaniard
to succeed Cardinal
Arinze at worship
congregation
VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope
Benedict XVI has accepted the
resignation of Nigerian Cardinal
Francis Arinze as prefect of the
Congregation for Divine Worship
and the Sacraments and has
named Spanish Cardinal Antonio
Canizares Llovera of Toledo to
succeed him. Announcing the
changes Dec. 9, the Vatican said
Cardinal Arinze was retiring after
six years as head of the congregation and a total of 23 years at the
Vatican. Cardinal Canizares, 63,
is a specialist in catechesis and
has served as a member of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith since 1995. Born in
Utiel, Spain, Oct. 15, 1945,
Cardinal Canizares was ordained
in 1970. Appointed bishop of
Avila in March 1992, he drafted
documents for the Spanish bishops’ conference on subjects
ranging from ecclesiology and
the sacraments to sexual and
medical ethics. He was named
archbishop of Granada in
December 1996 and was transferred to Toledo six years later.
From 2005 until earlier this year,
he served as vice president of the
Spanish bishops’ conference.
Pope Benedict named him a cardinal in 2006.

UN declaration
shows human rights
grounded in ethics,
says archbishop
UNITED NATIONS (CNS)—
The U.N. Universal Declaration of
Human Rights provides a way to
“rediscover the true significance
of the person” and the “universal
value of human dignity,” said
Archbishop Celestino Migliore,
the Vatican’s apostolic nuncio to
the United Nations. The archbishop, speaking before the U.N.
General Assembly on the 60th anniversary of the declaration Dec.
10, said the document shows that
the protection of human rights is
not just a legal proclamation but
something that finds its “source
and end in ethics and natural reason common to all men.” The
archbishop also spoke of Pope
Benedict XVI’s comments about
the human rights declaration
when the pope gave a speech to
the U.N. General Assembly April
18. During the speech, the pope
praised the document for being
“a convergence of different religious and cultural traditions.”
The pope said, “The rights recognized and expounded in the declaration apply to everyone by
virtue of the common origin of
the person, who remains the high
point of God’s creative design for
the world and for history.”

UN receives
petitions for and
against abortion
as ‘universal right’
UNITED NATIONS (CNS)—On
the 60th anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights Dec. 10, petitions for and
against declaring abortion as a
“universal right” were presented
to U.N. members. More than a
year
ago,
Marie
Stopes
International, a London-based
abortion advocacy group, initiated a petition drive calling for
“women’s rights to contraception
and safe abortion” to be “protected and supported through reformed laws and policies at all
levels.” The group presented their
signatures during a U.N. General
Assembly session marking the
anniversary of the 1948 U.N. declaration. The group’s Web site,
globalsafeabortion.org/calltoac
tion.html, noted that 651 people
had signed the petition: “Global
Call to Action for Women’s Access
to Safe Abortion” by Dec. 10. The
Catholic Family and Human
Rights Institute in New York
launched a petition of its own in
October called the “U.N. Petition
for the Unborn Child and the
Family.” The petition, posted online at c-fam.org/publications/
id.95/default.asp, had gathered
more than 367,000 signatures, including 165,000 from Englishspeaking countries, by Dec. 10.

Ordinations cap
Shanghai’s celebration
of 400 years of
evangelization
SHANGHAI, China (CNS)—
The Diocese of Shanghai capped
its nine-month celebration of the
400th
anniversary
of
Catholicism’s arrival with the ordination of two priests. Auxiliary
Bishop Joseph Xing Wenzhi of
Shanghai ordained Fathers
Joseph Li Gangyao and Joseph Xu
Ruhao Dec. 6 at St. Ignatius
Cathedral, reported the Asian
Church news agency UCA News.
About 2,000 Catholics, including
relatives of the new priests, attended the ordination Mass,
which 87 priests from Shanghai
and neighboring dioceses concelebrated. With the ordination of
Father Li, the Shanghai Diocese
now has 75 diocesan priests.
Father Xu was ordained for the
Anhui Diocese. Bishop Xing told
the congregation that although
the anniversary celebrations have
come to a close, “our mission
does not end today, but rather it
marks a new impetus for us to
spread the Gospel to those who
have never heard of it.” Noting
that the universal Church is now
in the midst of celebrating the
Pauline year, Bishop Xing urged
congregation members to model
themselves after St. Paul in evangelizing zeal.
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Defending human dignity
BY GEORGE WEIGEL

Before tackling “Dignitas
Personae” (“The Dignity of a
Person”), the recent instruction
from the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith on contemporary bioethical questions, I’d
suggest re-reading the first chapter of Aldous Huxley’s “Brave New
World.” Huxley was no great
shakes as a stylist, but his depiction of the Central London
Hatchery and Conditioning
Centre is a strikingly prescient,
blood-chilling glance into a future in which manufacture and
manipulation have replaced
begetting and nurture at the beginnings of human life. It’s remarkable enough that Huxley
imagined all this a generation before the unraveling of the DNA
double-helix launched the genetic revolution; what’s even more
striking is that Huxley’s dystopia
is, in fact, upon us.
Be scared. Be very scared. For
the question is no longer
whether we are on a slippery
slope, careening downward toward a world of machine-tooled
and stunted humanity—a world
in which love is displaced by
technique and longing by social
planning. We’re on the slope, all
right, and the question is
whether the brakes can be applied soon enough. “Dignitas
Personae” is a courageous effort
to alert us to the present danger,
to remind us of the dignity that
is inherent in every human life
from the moment of conception
until the moment of natural
death, and to suggest how that
dignity is threatened by the false
use of our new genetic knowledge, even in good causes.
Thanks to the prejudices of
the mass media and the communications incapacities of the
Church, Catholic teaching on
sexual love and human reproduction is often taken to be a
string of prohibitions, in which
aloof and nay-saying celibate
clergy presume to instruct lay
men and women on their moral
responsibilities. The truth of
that matter, however, is that
every “no” in the Church’s understanding of the moral life is
premised on a “yes.” In the first
millennium of Christian moral
theology, morality was primarily
understood as a means to happiness, and the Beatitudes were
the magna carta of the Christian
moral life; Christians didn’t do
certain things, not because they
were arbitrarily forbidden, but
because they didn’t make for our
happiness and flourishing.
The Church has begun to recover that positive, beatitudecentered understanding of the
moral life, thanks to the work of
great moral theologians like the
recently deceased Father Servais
Pinckaers, O.P., and the magis-

terium of Pope John Paul II.
Because of this work, the
Church of the 21st century can
appeal to all men and women of
good will on the basis of questions that are truly universal in

scope: “What makes for human
happiness?” “What makes for
genuine human flourishing?”
Explicitly or implicitly, alone or
with others, everyone asks those
questions. Beginning there, we

can have a real conversation
about what is good and what is
evil, what is noble and what is
base, what is life-affirming and
what is life-denying.
In his great encyclical on
Christian mission, “Redemptoris
Missio,” John Paul II wrote that
“The Church proposes; she imposes nothing.” In a cultural cli-

mate like our own—in which the
question “Will it work?” usually
trumps the question “Is it
right?”—the Catholic proposals
contained in “Dignitas Personae”
are inevitably countercultural. It
is countercultural to affirm medical technologies and procedures

See Weigel, Page 24
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10-year-old boy organizer of first Raising spirits over spirits:
auxiliary bishop draws
March 4 Life Rocky Mountain
January event to be
Theology on Tap crowd
held in Colorado
MARCH 4 LIFE

Springs
BY JIM MYERS
THE COLORADO CATHOLIC
HERALD

COLORADO SPRINGS—One
young Catholic in the Diocese of
Colorado Springs is taking to the
streets next month to raise
awareness about the evils of
abortion and its effects on families and society.
Zack Goodman, a 10-year-old
who is homeschooled and attends St. Paul Parish in Colorado
Springs, is organizing March 4
Life Rocky Mountain on Jan. 19.
The event, which is modeled on
the
March
for
Life
in
Washington, D.C., and the Walk
for Life West Coast in California,
is tentatively scheduled to take
place at Acacia Park in downtown Colorado Springs with a
procession to the Planned
Parenthood facility in Old
Colorado City.
Goodman, whose family
moved to Colorado from
Montana in November 2007,
said he got the idea for the event
while watching a broadcast of
the Walk for Life West Coast last
January.
“I asked my mother if we could
go next year, and she said it
would be too far,” said Goodman.
“I said, ‘Too bad we don’t have

When: 8 a.m. Jan. 19
Where: begins with Mass at St.
Mary Cathedral, 22 W. Kiowa
St., followed by rally at Acacia
Park and procession to
Planned Parenthood

one here.’ She agreed, and we
both fell in silence. Then I said, ‘I
guess we’ll just start one here.’”
Goodman got working on a
presentation to deliver to various pro-life groups to get them
involved in March 4 Life Rocky
Mountain. He has spoken to various Catholic and Protestant
youth ministers, in addition to
Life Network in Colorado
Springs and the diocesan social
justice committee. Goodman
first presented the idea to Father
Bill Carmody, pastor of St.
Dominic in Security and director of the diocesan Respect Life
Office.
“My immediate reaction was,
‘Why didn’t I think of this?’” said
Father Carmody, who stressed
that the event is ecumenical and
open to other groups besides
Catholics. “He sees this as the No.
1 moral issue of our day. I always
find that the younger people get
it. It’s the older people who have
to justify not getting it.”
The reason Goodman chose
Jan. 19 as the date for the walk to
raise awareness about the evils

of abortion that Monday in
January, is it’s the celebration of
Martin Luther King Jr. and
Goodman said he views abortion as a civil rights issue.
He also said he felt called by
his Catholic faith to do something about abortion.
“I’m Catholic, and Catholics
are called to be pro-life,” said
Goodman.
Mountain Springs Church is
one organization on board with
the March 4 Life Rocky
Mountain, and Father Carmody
said he hopes to hold a youth
rally at that church the night before the march.
Alveda King, daughter of the
legendary civil rights leader, singled Goodman out for praise
when delivering a speech in
Denver during a pro-life rally that
coincided with the Democratic
National Convention in August.
She is scheduled to deliver a
video speech to attendees of the
event in Colorado Springs.
The day of the march will
begin with holy hour at 8 a.m. at
St. Mary Cathedral, 22 W. Kiowa
St., followed by Mass celebrated
by Bishop Michael Sheridan,
then the rally at Acacia Park with
the procession to Planned
Parenthood, where Father
Carmody plans a prayer of
blessing.
Father
Carmody
and
Goodman said they hope the
event draws a good crowd this
year, and they would like it to expand each year they hold it.

BY DANIELLE YUTHAS

more superficial understanding
and acceptance of reasoning
Ideas and conversation flowed and real as a deeper knowledge.
at Theology on Tap held the
“Feeling is fleeting until it is
evening of Dec. 12 at Braun’s Bar anchored in truth,” Bishop
and Grill located just west of the Conley said. “All real truths
Auraria campus in downtown stand alone. Faith is not based
Denver.
on a feeling but on a body of
Theology on Tap is an oppor- truth.”
tunity for members of the young
Bishop Conley’s own converCatholic community to gain in- sion to Catholicism was based
sight and friends in a relaxed at- on its roots in historical fact. His
mosphere. New topics and conversion was initially intellecguest speakers are introduced at tual, inspired by what he had
each
gathering.
read, but faith has to
According to one of
be both in the head
the evening’s emand the heart, he
cees, Andrew Barga,
said.
attendance toward
“No one ever died
the end of 2008 has
for a proposition,” he
reached 160, which
said, “but people
was double what it
died for a person:
was last year at this
Jesus Christ.”
time.
He added, “Faith
“It’s really applicabecomes so real it
ble to life,” Barga
speaks a language
said, explaining why
and it speaks volthe talks are so popumes without reular. “Young adults AUXILIARY BISHOP quiring discussion or
can come, have a
argument.”
JAMES CONLEY
beer and hang out,
There is no greater
but we don’t sell you short on influence on the human soul
the theology side.”
than goodness and virtue, he
Auxiliary
Bishop
James said, and this is the way we conConley, who was named an aux- nect with others based on truth.
iliary bishop for the Denver This becomes real assent, he deArchdiocese by Pope Benedict clared.
XVI in April, spoke about the
Attendee Donald Schoeninger
Year of St. Paul and about evan- said this gave him a new pergelism. Specifically, he ad- spective on evangelism.
dressed speaking to family,
“It is refreshing to learn about
friends and co-workers about a new approach to evangelism
faith.
that does not include boastful
Bishop Conley’s episcopal words, but instead, encourages
motto, which also served as the genuine connection,” he said.
evening’s theme, is “cor ad cor
Attendee Therese O’Brien
loquitur” or “heart speaks to agreed and said Bishop Conley’s
heart.” The prelate’s motto was remarks particularly reached her
also that of the venerable John when he related the concept of
Henry Newman, whose back- heart speaking to heart to the
ground as a chaplain mentoring workplace.
young people is similar to
“If your heart speaks to anothBishop Conley’s. Newman was er’s in the way you act and presalso a convert like Conley. The ent yourself, people know there
saying was originally coined by is something different about
St. Francis de Sales. Bishop you,” she said.
Conley said the phrase “heart
First time attendee of
speaks to heart” explains how Theology on Tap, Ian Buljung,
we enter into relationships with said he appreciated that the
and communicate with others. foundation of Bishop Conley’s
He added that the heart of Jesus speech was academic, asserting
speaks to our heart and that is he felt this is the best way to
how Christ draws people to his reach out to his age group.
heart.
“I realized that even though I
“By being authentic we are liv- am a cradle Catholic, my faith is
ing the truth in love,” the prelate based on intellect and not just
said. “The truth is universal. tradition,” Buljung said, later
Someone choosing to live and adding, “Theology on Tap is a
love in the truth will ultimately great gift and resource for young
find Jesus Christ, the truth.”
adults in this area.”
The
bishop
referenced
The prelate said he is involved
Newman’s book, “The Grammar in Theology on Tap because “as
of Assent” and the way it ex- the auxiliary bishop, I represent
plains how people come to know the Church and this is one of the
things. He explained the differ- ways I can bring the Church to
ence between “real” and “no- the people instead of bringing
tional” assent: notional being a the people to the Church.”
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College students called to transform culture at Rocky Mountain summit
BY CLAUDIA
CANGILLA MCADAM

“Jesus has called each one of
you to Denver for a purpose!”
exclaimed Pope John Paul II at
World Youth Day in 1993. Those
very words can be applied today
to college students from across
the country who are invited to
be part of the College Student
Summit run by the Augustine
Institute of Denver, a Catholic
graduate school that instructs
and equips students for the renewal of Catholic culture by a
union of faith and life in the new
evangelization.
From May 18–26, 2009, summit participants will gather at St.
Malo Catholic Retreat Center in
Allenspark—a place the Holy
Father visited during his stay in
Colorado.
Tim Gray, president and professor of scared Scripture at the
Augustine Institute, summed up
the need for such a summit:
“Christians today face a stark
challenge from our secular culture, which is growing every day
more hostile to life and to the
values of the Christian identity;
and nobody feels the pressure to
abandon faith in Christ more
than college students. This is
why the Augustine Institute is
launching a college summit
camp to equip our young with
vigorous intellectual and character formation that we will provide during these eight days.”
The program is limited to 30
undergraduate students selected by means of a competitive
application process.
“It is open to both men and
women who are in their freshman through senior year of college when applying,” said
College
Student
Summit
Director Brian McAdam. “This
summit will appeal in a special
way to ‘JPII generation’ undergraduates who want to learn
how to transform the culture as
a way of living out the new evangelization.”
Instructors include professors
Gray and Edward Sri, an author
and a cofounder of the
Fellowship
of
Catholic
University Students who is also
the provost and associate professor of sacred Scripture, theology, and catechesis at the
Augustine Institute.
Francis Cardinal Arinze of
Nigeria, prefect emeritus of the
Vatican’s Congregation for
Divine Worship and the
Discipline of the Sacraments, is
set to be the keynote speaker at
the Augustine Institute’s commencement ceremonies in May.
While in town, he will also address the attendees of the
College Student Summit.
“Many Catholic college students around the country are
hungering to go deeper in their
faith. They see the crisis in the
culture today and want to be a
part of the change,” said Sri. “In

lectual formation that will help
them navigate a very confusing
and often corrupt culture,” Gray
said. “A good career alone does
not bring happiness—only
walking in Jesus Christ with fidelity can do that.”
In addition to time for daily
prayer, Mass, and rosary walks
along “the JPII hike,” there will
be social activities and the opportunity to enjoy the Rocky

COURTESY PHOTO

COLLEGE students from around the country are invited to apply to
attend the Augustine Institute College Student Summit.

COURTESY PHOTO

ST. MALO Catholic Retreat Center in the Rocky Mountains will be
the summit’s setting.

FOR MORE
INFORMATON
FOR INFORMATION or to
obtain an application, visit
online
augustineinstitute.org/colleges
tudentsummit.html; phone
303-937-4420; e-mail
brian.m.mcadam@augustineins
titute.org

this leadership summit they will
be immersed in a Catholic
worldview, be challenged to
grow in virtue and in holiness,
and learn how to help transform
the culture for Christ and his
Church.”
In addition to classroom instruction, learning at the
College Student Summit will involve discussions while hiking
and reflections beside a lake or
on top of a mountain.
“In this way some of the forms
of teaching that Jesus himself
modeled and that Pope John
Paul II employed will be incorporated into the manner of instruction during the eight-day
session,” McAdam said.
Summit attendees will be
taught how to combat relativism. They will come to understand the theology of the
body, develop leadership skills,
learn how to evangelize effectively, and forge faith-based
friendships with other students.
“I could think of nothing more
vital for parents than providing
their children with not just a
great college education that will
enable them to get good jobs
but with the spiritual and intel-

Mountain outdoor experience.
“This is the kind of program I
wish existed when I was in college,” Sri said. “To be able to
meet other young, on-fire
Catholics from around the
country, go on adventures in the
mountains, and delve deeply
into the Catholic faith—I can’t
imagine a better way for a college student to kick off summer
vacation.”
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Happy days at ‘home’
Former resident recalls
years spent at Mount St.
Vincent Home
SPECIAL TO THE DENVER
CATHOLIC REGISTER

This fall, Larry Murphy Mingo, 25,
stopped by Mount St. Vincent Home for a
visit.
Larry lived at the northwest Denver home
for children operated by the Sisters of
Charity of Leavenworth, from 1989-96. His
brother, Rico, joined the home two years
later. Both were part of the home’s day treatment and, later, its residential programs.
Home administrators sat down with
Larry, his 4-year-old son Andre and Andre’s
mother, Angela Miller—to catch up on the
former resident’s life.

Life at Mount St. Vincent’s
As a boy, Larry had arrived to the home
because both his parents were in prison. He
missed his brothers and sisters. His first day
at the home he cried and said he just wanted to be with his family. Later, when his
younger brother Rico also joined the home,
Larry realized he had to start setting a good
example for his younger sibling. But he still
missed his sisters and parents, so he would
run away to the nearby Safeway and ask employees to call old phone numbers—they
would, but they would also call Mary Maher,
the home’s front desk receptionist.
Whenever Larry ran away, Mary would call
Safeway and that’s where he’d be found.

Eventually his out-of-control behavior
caught the attention of then administrator
Sister Daniel Stefani, who Larry remembers
as “an angel of mercy, but tough.” After an especially rough day, she sat Larry down, and
struck a bargain with him—if he would start
to regulate his behavior, positively influence
his little brother, and if he started listening
and obeying, she would do everything she
could to put him in contact with his family.
Both sides kept the bargain, though Larry
admits, “I was still a handful.” Sister Daniel
set up dinner with his siblings’ foster families once or twice a week for Larry and
Rico—and there were regular trips to Cañon
City to visit his mom and dad.
“I didn’t believe at first folks were really
looking out for me,” Larry said, “but she said
it would be in our best interests to keep our
promises to each other. She saved my life.”
Larry graduated from the campus
school, then attended Centennial School
in the neighborhood. The younger children at the home looked up to him.
“I was the ‘big man off campus’ at age
12,” he recalled with a chuckle.
Larry loved doing the things that all children enjoy—playing sports, going up to
“the lodge” with the staff, hiking, fishing,
learning to shoot a bow and arrow, which
he described as, “Awesome—so cool.”
He went roller skating, learned to swim,
and held his first girlfriend’s hand. He excelled at basketball and football, and would
go with pals out to “the Great Forest,” as he
called the rows of trees nearby.
“It was still a struggle” he admitted. “I remember telling some people I hated this

See Mingo, Page 24
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Enriquez
From Page 3

Atheism vs. religion debate at CU
Pro-life post card
campaign to fight FOCA
BY JOHN GLEASON

FATHER MIGUEL ENRIQUEZ
“The Lord Jesus Christ, whom
the Father anointed and the Holy
Spirit empowered, guard you
and preserve you that you many
sanctify the Christian people
and offer sacrifice to God, said
the archbishop.
After Father Enriquez received
the chalice and paten, and was
met with mighty applause by the
congregation he took his place
upon the altar to concelebrate
the Mass.
In a previous interview with
the Denver Catholic Register,
then-Deacon Enriquez said he
looked forward to his ordination
and was excited about the gift he
was to receive from God.
“There is nothing I should
boast about myself,” he said.
At the conclusion of the ceremony, Archbishop Chaput took
several moments expressing
gratitude.
“Thanks to all of you who
came to be part of this today.
One group I want to acknowledge is St. Pius X Parish,” he said,
referring to the church where the
new priest served as deacon and
will return as parochial vicar. The
archbishop gave special recognition to the large number of
young people from that parish
who attended the ordination.
Acknowledging the great number of seminarians in attendance,
the prelate said,“I’m sure that the
priests, deacons and laity wish to
express their true gratitude to you
for studying to be priests.”
Archbishop
Chaput
also
thanked the family of Father
Enriquez, many of whom had
traveled great distances to witness the event.
“The family is the first church,”
he said. “We learn at the feet of
our parents how to love one another and how to love God. We
thank God for the gift of Father
Miguel and ask God to bless us
with many vocations to the
priesthood, to the diaconate and
to religious life.”

A postcard campaign, implemented to fight the Freedom of
Choice Act and champion its defeat in Congress, will go into full
swing beginning the final weekend of January. Churches in every
diocese in the country are encouraging their parishioners to
send a message to their national
representatives that abortion
must come to an end.
The Freedom of Choice Act
would, for the first time, allow
abortion to become an entitlement the government must condone and promote. It could also
eliminate laws that currently
allow society to limit or regulate
abortion.
A letter from Tom Grenchik,
executive director for Pro-Life
Activities
for
the
U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops,
notes, “The bishops voted unanimously… to mobilize the resources of the conference … to
prevent either the passage of
FOCA or the elimination of current pro-life laws and policies.”
Since 1973, when the Supreme
Court ruling on Roe v. Wade made
abortion legal, abortion advocates have tried repeatedly
through the court system to establish abortion as a right on
statutory grounds. The Fight
FOCA postcard campaign sends a
message to Congress that radical
polices of FOCA are out of step
with the most basic values of the
American people.
Mimi Eckstein, director of the
Respect Life Office for the
Archdiocese of Denver, said the
campaign is fully supported by
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap.
“The archbishop told us to put
our energies and resources behind this measure,” she said, “because the campaign itself will

bring to the floor messages from
Catholics and other people of
goodwill about the life issues before our newly elected officials in
Washington, D.C.”
Eckstein added that she didn’t
know how quickly the new
Congress will vote on the
Freedom of Choice Act but, given
that President-elect Barack
Obama has pledged to sign such
legislation should it pass, elected
officials should be put on notice.
“The purpose of the campaign
is to let them all know that they
are being watched,” she said.
In a letter sent out to parishes,
Auxiliary Bishop James D.
Conley encouraged everyone to
support and participate in the
post card campaign.
“Our postcards … will give a
clear and strong message to
Congress in January 2009 that
pro-abortion policies, legislation
and executive orders will permanently alienate tens of millions of
Americans,” he said, “and would
be seen by many as an attack on
the free exercise of their religion.”
The National Committee for a
Human Life Amendment Inc. has
organized a postcard campaign
and has set up a Web site where
parishes can order materials.
Program materials include
postcards for one’s legislators,
which are preaddressed to
Capitol Hill; educational material and a parish instruction manual. All materials are available in
English and Spanish. Forms are
available at nchla.org/datasource/idocuments/FOCAorder.
08.pdf.
Materials should begin to arrive at parish’s right after the first
of the year.
Those wishing more information on the Fight FOCA Postcard
Campaign can contact the
Respect Life Office at 303-7153205.

At 7 p.m. on Jan. 26, the Aquinas
Institute for Catholic Thought, the
intellectual outreach arm of the
St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Center, will host nationallyknown speakers Dinesh D’Souza
and Christopher Hitchens for a
debate at the University of
Colorado titled “What’s So Great
About God?—God on Trial.”
Taking on Christianity, atheism,
Islam, fundamentalism and the
war on terror, Christopher

Hitchens, author of “God Is Not
Great: How Religion Poisons
Everything,” and Dinesh D’Souza,
author of “What’s So Great About
Christianity,” will draw intellectual swords in an impassioned debate. The debate will be at CU’s
Mackey Auditorium. Tickets: $10
may
be
purchased
at
ticketswest.com or at any King
Soopers. Students with valid ID
are eligible for a free ticket by calling 720-564-1111.
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Holiday events benefit homeless
BY JOHN GLEASON

During this time of the year, as
many are caught up in the trappings of the season, there are
those for whom the ultimate
Christmas wish is nothing more
then a hot meal or a warm place
to stay. No one knew this better
then Msgr C.B. Woodrich, better
known as “Father Woody” who,
in his years of ministry, helped
thousands of people who were
hungry, homeless and often didn’t even have a warm coat to get
them through the winter.
Father Woody was fond of
saying “we are here to serve—
not to judge,” a philosophy that
thousands have adopted and

followed through the years,
opening up their hearts each
year.
It is through the generosity of
hundreds and the determination and inventive spirit of
Father Woody, two events take
place this season that otherwise
may never have happened: the
Father Woody Money Giveaway
and
the
Father
Woody
Christmas Party for the
Homeless.
Father Woody began the
money giveaway more than two
decades ago with the help of an
anonymous donor. Originally
held at Holy Ghost Church,
where Father Woody was pastor,
and later moved to the cathe-

“Behold, a virgin shall
conceive and bear a son,
and his name shall be
called Emmanuel, which
means God with us.”
Mt 1:22-23

dral, every adult who comes to
participate in the praise and
worship service receives $20
and all the children receive
McDonald’s gift certificates.
For almost 30 years, the
Father Woody Christmas Party
plays host to thousands of people who show up seeking a hot
meal. While dining, the guests
are entertained by choirs and
musicians, and for the children
there is something special: a gift
and a personal visit with Santa.
Each year, the Christmas
party attracts hundreds of volunteers who come to wrap presents or serve meals or be part of
the entertainment. It’s a tribute
to the spirit of giving as well as

to the memory of Father Woody,
according to event coordinator
Victoria McCabe.
“Father Woody conceived this
beautiful event and continued
to make it happen until he was
called home to God,” McCabe
said. “We have organizations
and individuals who come from
all walks to be part of it; it’s a
city-wide expression of generosity, care and loving.”
Making reference that many
hands make light work, McCabe
said that anyone interested in
volunteering for the Father
Woody Christmas events may
PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DCR
do so by calling 303-715-3154.
Leave a message with name and MSGR. TOM FRYAR, a vicar general for the Denver Archdiocese, distributes money SANTA listens to the Christmas wishes of two children at last year’s
to the homeless during the annual Father Woody Money Giveaway last year.
Father Woody Christmas Party for the Homeless.
phone number.
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(303) 883-2495
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Your Italy Travel Experts

C & I Vacations

70th & Broadway

Come Visit Our
New Building!!

• Full Service Renovation of Kitchen & Bath
• Design & Installation for New Construction

Same Location
Featuring the same
great food & prices

Showroom at 66 South Logan

Lunch & Dinner
Specials Daily.

Bonnie Brae Wine & Liquor
785 S. University Blvd. (303) 733-7261

TOP SIRLOIN

303-744-9110
T.J. Kesicki, CKD, IIDA

303-426-5881

THE EGAN
PRINTING COMPANY

Bonnie Brae Flowers, Inc.

Good Printing since 1891

We wish you a
blessed & joyous
Christmas!

(303) 755-5211
Over 60 Styles of Fence Designs
60 Years • Family Owned
Call for a FREE personal presentation.

Offset Printing • Digital Printing
1245 Elati St. • Denver, CO 80204
(303) 534-0171
www.eganprinting.com

We’ll take care of your
AC and heating needs!
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL
Family owned & operated for 38 years

100% Money Back Guarantee

303-424-1622

Hotchkiss Auto Repair
6918 E. Colfax Ave.
Denver, Colorado 80220

Phone: 303-780-7747
Toll Free: 866-779-1010
Fax: 303-780-7764

Steamboat Springs
Our tech’s wear shoe covers
or your service call is free.

(303) 659-0551 (800) 468-8809
18551 E. 160th Ave., Brighton 80601

303.758.9771

For all your travel needs: C & I Vacations
8025 E. Belleview Ave., #202 Englewood

720 - 488 - 4210
800 - 354 - 7616

GOLDEN
BELL PRESS

and

Residential & Commercial
Construction
Specializing in client
satisfaction

Up

5135 East 38th Avenue
Denver, Colorado 80207
303-329-8003 Phone
303-329-8032 Fax
www.spectrumgc.com

276 Broadway
(303) 733-5349

Family Practice

Owners - Tom and Chris Cella

One Stop Shopping
for all your party, entertaining & wedding needs...
• Party Tents • Tables • Chairs • BBQ Equipment • Stoves
• China • Chafing Dishes • Punch Fountains • Papergoods
• Dance Floors • Stages • Lighting
• And Much More

Denver
(303) 388-5971
4455 E. Virginia Ave.
2 Blocks East of Colo. Blvd.

May this Christmas season bear
gifts of joy and strength to
sustain your hearts and spirits.

4120 Federal Blvd. 303-455-4761

Accepting
Medicaid and
Medicare

Mon. and Thu.: 8:00 a.m.- 9:00 p.m.
Tue. and Wed.: 8:00 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.
Fridays: 8:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.

Archdiocese of Denver Mortuary
Spinning Wheel Interiors
303-979-0546
PRICE • QUALITY • SERVICE

Please consider us for your printing needs

Custom Upholstered
Furniture

(303) 296-1600

Reupholstery • Slip Covers
Window Treatments, Rtc.

SPECIALIZING IN 40’’ 4-COLOR WORK

$7

99

DR. ROBERT
SPRINGS, M.D.

from the
Printer and Publisher of the
Archdiocesan Liturgical
Calendar and the Official
Catholic Directory

SPECTRUM
GENERAL
CONTRACTORS

Full
Ser vice W ash

www.carwash-waterworks.com

Merry Christmas!

6285 West 48th Avenue, Denver

970-870-0983

303.744.1091

10-12 Minutes for
Complete Wash
Complete Auto
Detailing
Gift
Certificates
Available

Providing clean, economical
electrical energy for over 70 years.

(303) 322-0121

HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING
REFRIGERATION GEOTHERMAL

5595 East
Evans
Ave.
Denver, CO

For Your Anniversary, Honeymoon,
Pilgrimage and for Family Holidays
... there is no place like Italy!

Waterworks Carwash

928 Jersey St., Denver

MAJOR

747 South
University
Blvd.
Denver, CO

Rome - Florence - Venice Tuscany - Amalti Coast Capri - Assisi - Verona Dolomites - Sicily

Fax: 303.733.5291

JERSEY STREET
LIQUORS
Owner:Alex Pappas
Great Selection of Wine & Beer

A GUEST of last year’s Father Woody Christmas Party for the
Homeless enjoys his meal.

Call Lisa for FREE In-Home Estimates & Discounts
Serving Your Community Since 1975
www.spinningwheelinteriorsinc.com

The Affordable French Restaurant
LE
CENTRAL

112 E. 8TH AT LINCOLN • 303-863-8094

BON APPETIT!

RESERVATIONS
WELCOME

We are open seven days a week for lunch and dinner.
Check our website at www.lecentral.com
for our holiday menus and other special events!

(303) 425-9511
Mount Olivet Cemetery

(303) 424-7785
St. Simeon Cemetery

(720) 859-9785
We allow grave blankets from November through February.
To purchase, please call (303) 424-7785.
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In separate events, teens bring Christmas joy to children
BY JOHN GLEASON

For 11 years, the Youth
Ministry Office at St. Thomas
More Parish in Centennial has
sponsored Project 600, a daylong
event
that
brings
Christmas cheer into the hearts
of hundreds of children during
the holiday season.
The event was as popular as
ever this year when on Dec. 11,
more than 600 preschoolers
from several Denver Public
Schools arrived at St. Thomas
More for a party that consisted
of snacks, games, entertainment
and, of course, presents from
Santa Claus.
The idea originally came from
St. Thomas More parishioner
Alvina Lujan-Crouse, who was
an educator in the Denver
Public Schools system. In 1982,
the country was in a recession
and inner-city families were
feeling the economic crunch the
hardest. As principal, LujanCrouse wondered what she
could do to make the holidays
better for her students.
“I first had an idea for a party
at my house,” she said, “that
eventually turned into a party at
the church. And from that first

PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DCR

SANTA (Tom McAndrews) reaches out to Paul Rodriguez during the Dec. 11 Project 600 party for
needy children, an annual event sponsored by St. Thomas More Parish in Centennial.

A VOLUNTEER paints a snowflake on the cheek of a boy during the
2008 Project 600 Christmas party.
party for 40 children in 1982,
Project 600 has grown into an
annual holiday get together for
several hundred.”
As school busses pulled into
the church parking lot the chil-

dren’s attention was immediately
drawn to the clowns who made
up the welcoming committee.
Before they were inside the building, smiles appeared on their
faces as they knew they were in

for a special treat. Through the
doors, the students were divided
up, some sitting down to crafts
and games, others to be entertained by a magician while yet
others were off to the cafeteria for
holiday snacks of punch and
cookies. Before they headed back
to the bus, every child got to visit
with Santa.
A lot of planning and organizing goes into Project 600 and St.
Thomas More Youth Director
David Tschumper credits much
of the event’s success to the student volunteers who so generously give of their time.
“They come in and get tables
set up and packages wrapped,
students and their parents
alike,” he said. “When the day
starts we have guides who help
the children from one activity to
another.”
A chance for a nice
Christmas—that’s what Project
600 is about. But according to
Lujan-Crouse, there is more—it
is hoped the recipients will also
see the importance of giving.
“We have to teach our children how to give,” she said.
“Otherwise, we are responsible
for their selfishness.”
Another event held for the
benefit of underprivileged children took place on Dec. 7 at
Bishop Machebeuf High School,
which played host to the first of
what is hoped to be an annual
occasion called “Angel for a
Day,” where teens and other volunteers reach out to those less
fortunate in the community.
The event was organized by
members of Regnum Christi, an
apostolic movement that supports parish life and encourages
members to undertake apostolic works.
More than 100 grade school
students from St. Therese and
Annunciation schools were invited to the daylong event,
which included Mass celebrated
by Auxiliary Bishop James D.
Conley followed by games and
snacks. There was also a musical
performance, a live Nativity
during which the true meaning
of Christmas was discussed, and
a gift exchange.
Although this was the first
time Angel for a Day was held in
Denver, it has an extensive history in cities like Atlanta and
Dallas, according to event coordinator Kelly Bateson.
“We had close to a hundred
volunteers who helped set up
and run the activities like the
carnival,” Bateson said. “Our
plans are for Angel for a Day to
become an annual event that we
can share with the children.”
The high school volunteers
were students from Bishop
Machebeuf, Regis Jesuit and J.K.
Mullen high schools. More information on Regnum Christi or
their outreach programs can be
found online at missionnetwork.com.
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Events for a family-friendly
New Year’s celebration
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Family friendly entertainment and quiet,
reflective events happening around the
Archdiocese of Denver are among the many
choices for ways to ring in the new year.

Granny Dances to a Holiday Drum
This annual favorite performed by Cleo
Parker Robinson Dance has been adored
and applauded by thousands. Friday,
Saturday and Sunday performances continue through Dec. 21 at the University of
Denver’s Newman Center for the
Performing Arts, 2344 E. Iliff Ave., Denver.
Tickets range from $25-$38 and discounts
are available for parties of eight or more. Call
303-871-7720 for more information.

Children’s Museum celebration
Children can celebrate the new year early
at the Children’s Museum, 2121 Children’s
Museum Drive in Denver. Just like at New
York’s Times Square kids can ring in the new
year and count down with four ball drops
every hour from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Dec. 31 complete with confetti splash and bubble wrap
“fireworks.” Call 303-433-7444 for more information.

and the Chocolate Factory” can be seen
through Dec. 21 at the Denver Victorian
Playhouse. Get ticket information and directions online at coloradotheatreguild.org.

Serenity retreat
A New Year’s Eve Serenity Retreat for those
wishing to find peace and renewed energy
for 2009 will be held at the Sacred Heart
Jesuit Retreat House in Sedalia, Colo., Dec.
30-Jan. 1. Cost: $170, includes room, meals
and retreat activities—but no one will be
turned away because of cost. Call 303-6884198 Ext. 112 for more information.

Artistically speaking
For something interesting, consider a
walk through the Denver Art Museum,
which is open Friday evenings until 10 p.m.
The museum is located at 100 W. 14th Ave.
Parkway, Denver. Get ticket information online at denverartmuseum.org.

Dance and Casino Night

Theater favorites

The Shrine of St. Anne, 7555 Grant Place in
Arvada, is sponsoring a Dance and Casino
Night, from 7:30 p.m.-midnight Dec. 31.
Enjoy music, dancing and casino games.
Tickets are $55 per person. Call 303-2044665 for more information.

The Colorado Theatre Guild invites everyone to check out a show this holiday season
as many favorites are being performed
around town. “Beauty and the Beast” is at
Town Hall Arts Center in Littleton until Dec.
28; “A Child’s Christmas in Wales” presented
by the Colorado Shakespeare Festival at the
University of Colorado in Boulder’s University
Theatre, plays through Dec. 31; and “Charlie

The Zoo Lights continue at the Denver
Zoo through Jan. 4. See thousands of lights
and dazzling animated light sculptures and
enjoy music and other entertainment.
Tickets are $4-$8, children under 2 are admitted free. The Denver Zoo is located in
City Park at 2300 Steele St. Call 303-376-4800
for more information.

Zoo Lights
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Children’s books suitable for Christmas gift-giving
BY BARB FRAZE

WASHINGTON (CNS)—The
following books are suitable for
Christmas gift-giving.
“Mother to the Poor: The
Story of Blessed Teresa of
Calcutta” by Jung-wook Ko, illustrated by Seung-bum Park.
Pauline Books & Media (Boston,
2008). 144 pp., $14.95.
This poignant story begins
with a vignette of the
Missionaries of Charity finding a
young girl begging for her mother on the streets of Calcutta and
then flashes back to Blessed
Mother Teresa’s childhood. It
tells of Mother Teresa’s kindness
and follows her life, from discerning her vocation all the way
through her funeral. Colorful,
true-to-life illustrations show
poverty, compassion and love
and greatly enhance the story. A
timeline and a glossary are
added bonuses. Ages 8-11.
“The Snow Show” by Carolyn
Fisher.
Houghton
Mifflin
Harcourt (Orlando, Fla., 2008).
48 pp., $17.
The book is just plain fun!
Designed as a TV or movie set,
complete with little comments

CNS

THESE are the covers of "Mother to the Poor: The Story of Blessed Teresa of Calcutta" by Jungwook Ko, illustrated by Seung-bum Park, "Adventures of St. Paul" by Oldrich Selucky, illustrated by
Zdenka Krjcova, and "Always With You" by Ruth Vander Zee, illustrated by Ronald Himler. The
books are reviewed by Barb Fraze.
from the audience, the show—
hosted by children named Snow
White and Jack Frost—is a miniscience lesson. Readers can
watch as a snowman evaporates, chills, forms clouds and
turns into snow crystals. And
while some adults might not appreciate the comparison of
water vapor, an invisible gas, to
a fart, it is part of the humor that
will resonate with children.
Nonreaders will love to have this
read to them; some middlegrade readers might need help
with a few of the scientific
terms. “Deleted Scenes” at the
end of the book includes a
recipe for polar pops, and the
final page even includes bloopers. Ages 5-10.
“Christmas Farm” by Mary
Lyn Ray, illustrated by Barry
Root.
Houghton
Mifflin
Harcourt (Orlando, Fla., 2008).
40 pp., $17.
The unlikely duo of Wilma
and her young neighbor Parker
embark on a plan to grow
Christmas trees. This is a tale of
patience, hard work, survival
and more patience as the

saplings and their growers go
through a 10-year cycle to be fit
as Christmas trees. Root’s colorful paintings bring this readaloud story to life so that the
reader will enjoy it as much as
the child to whom it is read.
Ages 3-7.
“Ten Lucky Things That Have
Happened to Me Since I Nearly
Got Hit by Lightning” by Mary
Hershey. Wendy Lamb Books
(New York, 2008). 230 pp.,
$15.99.
Just when fourth-grader Effie
Maloney thinks life is pretty
much perfect, things start to fall
apart. One of her two best
friends decides to leave St.
Dominic’s to attend public
school, where the sports are better. Her mother’s college friend
Frank, now a priest, comes to
live with the family for awhile,
and Effie’s older sister turns
super-pious trying to impress
him. And Effie gets caught passing notes and gets in trouble
with the substitute principal. In
this first-person roller coaster
ride through fourth grade, young
readers will find friendship, religion, kindness, meanness, romance, drama and humor.
Hershey’s writing style has been
compared to Beverly Cleary’s,
and Effie’s discoveries about herself, friends and families will
keep middle-grade readers turn-

ing pages. Ages 9-11.
“Always With You” by Ruth
Vander Zee, illustrated by
Ronald Himler. Eerdman’s
Books for Young Readers (Grand
Rapids, Mich., 2008). 32 pp, $17.
This beautifully illustrated
picture book tells the story of
Kim, a young Vietnamese girl
orphaned during the war. U.S.
soldiers took her to China Beach
to stay with Ong and Ba Jones,
whose “hearts must have been
as big as barrels and filled with
every color of the rainbow.” The
book is based on a true story of a
woman who now lives near
Chicago; it will cause young
readers to empathize with Kim,
who feels safe at the orphanage.
Ages 8-11.
“Today Someone I Love
Passed Away” by Dianne Ahern,
illustrated by William Shurtliff.
Aunt Dee’s Attic (Ann Arbor,
Mich., 2008). 82 pp. $19.95.
This book, complete with an
imprimatur, is one of the best
ways to teach children about
how Catholics understand
death. Danny is angry when he
has to give up his room for his
grandfather, who is coming to
live with them. But after a playmate of Danny’s dies, his grandfather—who has been sharing
his memories—patiently explains to the children about
death, dying and eternal life.

Danny finds he enjoys having
his grandfather live with him,
but when Grandpa dies, Danny
must remember all the lessons
he learned from him. Ages 8-up.
“Wangari’s Trees of Peace: A
True Story From Africa” by
Jeanette Winter. Houghton
Mifflin Harcourt (Orlando, Fla.,
2008). 32 pp., $17.
With colorful pictures and
simple prose, Winter tells the
story of 2004 Nobel Peace Prize
winner Wangari Maathai, who
leaves Kenya to study in the
U.S., only to return to her country to find the trees have been
cut down for buildings. Women
must travel farther to gather
firewood, birds have no place to
live and the country looks barren. Wangari begins, little by little, to help reforest her country,
empowering women to plant
the trees, despite skepticism
and mockery from men. The
colorful illustrations capture
some of the beauty and simplicity of rural Kenya, and even the
multicolored page backgrounds
reflect the mood of the story of
this famous environmentalist.
Ages 3-7.
“Adventures of St. Paul” by
Oldrich Selucky, illustrated by
Zdenka Krejcova. Pauline Books
& Media (Boston, 2008). 96 pp.,
$9.95.
What would a Pauline year be
without a good adventure story
about one of the Catholic
Church’s most famous saints?
Selucky and Krejcova combine
talents for a vividly illustrated
easy reader, including pages at
the end that help with “How Do
I Say That Word?” and “How Do I
Say That Name?” Ages 7-9.
“Everyday Prayers” edited by
Jennifer Frantz, illustrated by
Renee Graef. HarperFestival
(New York, 2008). 23 pp., $3.99.
Colorful, multicultural illustrations of children and small illustrations that substitute for
words—reminiscent
of
Highlights magazine—make this
little book of rhyming prayers
ideal for preschoolers. The book
includes prayers of thanks,
praise and love. Ages 3-5.
“My Bonnie Light Horseman”
by L.A. Meyer. Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt (Orlando, Fla., 2008).
448 pp., $17.
Meyer, a former naval officer,
always delivers with his adventures of the impetuous Jacky
Farber. Jacky, now a teenage girl
and still a sailor at heart, finds
herself forced to work as a spy
during the French Revolution.
Of course, mishaps and a series
of coincidences put her at the
heart of one of the biggest battles. An occasional curse word—
these are pirates and soldiers,
after all—and an initial undercover assignment as a dancing
girl make this adventure appropriate for older readers. Ages 13up.
Barb Fraze is international editor at Catholic News Service and
has been reviewing children’s
books for more than 20 years.
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Fantasy ‘Delgo’ will endear itself to older children
BY JOHN MULDERIG
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK (CNS)—Although
fantasy, the well-meaning but
only average animated children’s
parable
“Delgo”
(Freestyle) begins like a ponderous history lesson, as a narrator
offers an extensive description
of bygone events in its mythical
setting, a country called
Jhamora.
When the natural resources of
their own native land became
scarce, the Nohrin people—
winged creatures who otherwise
resemble human beings—went
in search of a new home and
were welcomed to Jhamora by
its original inhabitants, the
Lockni, an earthbound race who
appear part-human, part-reptile. But the Nohrin later attacked the Lockni, and came to
dominate them.
A decade or so later, with talk of
renewed war in the air, it hardly
seems the ideal moment for a romance between headstrong
Lockni teenager Delgo (voice of
Freddie Prinze Jr.) and Nohrin
Princess Kyla (voice of Jennifer
Love Hewitt). Yet Delgo’s love not
only cleanses him of prejudice, it
launches the formerly aggressive
soldier-in-training on a quest to
secure peace.
Though neither the Nohrin
king, Zahn (voice of Lou Gossett
Jr.), nor the Lockni leader,
Marley (voice of Michael Clarke
Duncan), wants a clash, Zahn’s
evil sister Sedessa (voice of the
late Anne Bancroft), is scheming
to inflame public opinion, hop-

CNS PHOTO/FREESTYLE

SCENE from the animated movie "Delgo." The USCCB Office for
Film & Broadcasting classification is A-I—general patronage. The
Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG—parental guidance suggested. Some material may not be suitable for children.
ing hostilities will enable her to
replace her brother on the
throne.
To thwart Sedessa Delgo enlists the help of his bumbling
best friend, Filo (voice of Chris
Kattan), and fearless Nohrin
general Bogardus (voice of Val
Kilmer), whose career has been
compromised by his weakness
for gambling.
Though Delgo’s martial education under Marley has a
quasi-New Age, quasi-Zen
Buddhist quality—viewers of a
certain age will be waiting for
Marley to address his pupil as

“little grasshopper”—values in
general are strongly JudeoChristian. Co-writers (with Scott
Biear) and directors Marc F.
Adler and Jason F. Maurer’s
Romeo-and-Juliet tale exalts
peace, racial and ethnic harmony, and the power of mercy to
break a cycle of hatred.
Seriously objectionable mate-

Pray
the
Rosary

rial is entirely absent, except for
some brief scatological humor,
and the violence of the battle sequences is of the bloodless fantasy kind.
These moral strengths help to
compensate for special effects
well behind the vanguard—the
film has been in the works for 10
years—and a sometimes unimpressive script, with jokes falling
short almost as often as they hit
home. Performances are mostly
standard as well, though
Bancroft handles her Wicked
Witch-type role with predictable
elan and Eric Idle is a treat as her
malaprop-prone servant, Spig.
While it may be too intense for
the youngest children, “Delgo”
will likely endear itself to their
older siblings, while parents will
be pleased by messages of forbearance and forgiveness.
The USCCB Office for Film &
Broadcasting classification is AI—general patronage. The
Motion Picture Association of
America rating is PG—parental
guidance suggested. Some material may not be suitable for
children.
John Mulderig is on the staff of
the
Office
for
Film
&
Broadcasting of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops.
More reviews are available online at usccb.org/movies.

‘Day the
Earth Stood
Still’ remake
competent
BY JOHN MULDERIG

NEW YORK (CNS)—”The Day
the Earth Stood Still” (Fox) is a
competent but inferior remake of
Robert Wise’s 1951 science-fiction
classic, about an alien named
Klaatu (Keanu Reeves) who lands
on Earth to warn residents of the
planet’s doom.
He wins the sympathy of topflight scientist Dr. Helen Benson
(Jennifer Connelly), who helps
him escape from government
custody to continue his mission.
Her distrustful young stepson,
Jacob (Jaden Smith), turns into a
troublesome hindrance.
Director Scott Derrickson’s retread, which also features Kathy
Bates as the wary U.S. secretary of
defense, substitutes global warming for the threat of Cold War annihilation (and, of course, they’re
both worthy themes). Both versions share an implicit critique of
the human capacity for violence.
As the world’s leaders are shown
responding to the extraterrestrial’s headline-grabbing arrival,

See Film, Page 20
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Film

A family-style New Year’s celebration

From Page 19

BY LISA M. PETSCHE

we’re happy to report that Pope
Benedict XVI’s reaction (yes,
there’s footage of the pontiff lifted
from World Youth Day in Cologne,
Germany) comes off as admirably
as he, unlike some other prominent figures, sensibly urges “calm
and understanding” from the hyperventilating masses who are rioting at the prospect of the end of
the world.
Though objectionable elements are minimal (there’s not a
single swear word), the alien’s
deadpan emotion—or is it just
Reeves’ trademark passivity?—is
a serious drawback.
Special effects are far more
elaborate than in the restrained
original, but effective in their
own right.
The film contains moderate,
mostly bloodless violence. The

Before the clock strikes midnight on New Year’s Eve, my family will celebrate with some
strikes of our own.
At a local bowling alley, that is.
This tradition started several
years ago, after my daughter attended a birthday party there in
early December. She brought
home a flyer headlined, “Be with
your family to end the year,” advertising a special New Year’s Eve
event. For two hours in the early
evening, a family could rent a
five- or ten-pin lane for a reasonable, flat fee.
My husband and I liked the idea
of doing something active for a
change, rather than the five of us
sitting at home watching movies.
So we made a reservation.
The event turned out to be
even more fun than we anticipated, and we became hooked.
In addition to the opportunity
to bowl a couple of strings, there
are raffles and games for the children. Our kids’ favorite part,
though, is a stretch of cosmic
bowling, involving black light,
disco balls, a light show and upbeat music. It really makes for a
party atmosphere.
Halfway through the event, festive hats and noisemakers are circulated. The kids make enthusiastic use of the latter until it’s time
for the concluding (early) countdown to the New Year. Everyone
receives a cup of ginger ale for the
accompanying toast.
My children have raved so

CNS PHOTO/FOX

JENNIFER Connelly, Jaden
Smith and Keanu Reeves star in
a scene from the movie "The
Day the Earth Stood Still."
USCCB Office for Film &
Broadcasting classification is AII—adults and adolescents. The
Motion Picture Association of
America rating is PG-13—parents
strongly cautioned. Some material may be inappropriate for children under 13.

much about the experience that
last year my sister’s family decided to attend a similar event at a
bowling center near their home.
It was the most fun they’d had on
New Year’s Eve in a long time, and
they plan to make it a tradition
now, too.
My extended family also has a
tradition we refer to as the New
Year’s time capsule. It involves
making personal predictions for
the New Year, and reviewing previously made predictions for the
year that has just ended. The predictions, listed on a sheet of lined
paper, are encapsulated in a cardboard roll with decorative
wrap. This is perched in the
Christmas tree, and gets packed
away with the ornaments, to be
brought out in a year’s time.
That time is New Year’s Day,
after dinner.
The evening involves lively
conversation, a holiday singalong, a host of board games
played by various age groups and
a year-in-review trivia quiz.
Amid the festivities, we bring
out the time capsule and review
last year’s family-related predic-

tions (which might include, for
example, an addition to the family or a new skill acquired by
someone), scoring them to see
how many were accurate. Each
year we compare our score with
previous ones, to see how our
psychic skills are holding up.
Then we develop a sizable list
of predictions for the year ahead,
coming up with at least one for
each family member. Some of
them are serious and straightforward, while others are written
with a measure of humor. They
can even be somewhat unlikely,
as long as they’re not out of the
realm of possibility.
There is often spirited debate
about what to include and how to
word it. We refrain from predictions that place undue pressure
on someone, and those that are a
virtual certainty.
A couple of perennial favorites
include “Mom will finally win the
Reader’s Digest Sweepstakes” and
“Denise (my sister who’s a nurse)
won’t work on Christmas Day.”
The rest are different each year.
We have a great deal of fun
working on our annual time capsule. It gives us an opportunity to
reflect on our goals, hopes and
dreams, and to speculate about
the future.
We greet the New Year with a
feeling of anticipation and, above
all else, of unity.
Lisa M. Petsche is a mother of
three, a social worker and a freelance writer specializing in family
life.

Sanity-saving strategies to ease holiday stress
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

purchase gift certificates—for a
major department store or bookstore chain, for example.

The holiday season is a hectic
time for many of us, due to the
many preparations and festivities involved. Instead of experiencing joy, we often end up feeling stressed, disappointed and
exhausted.
But it doesn’t have to be that
way. Follow these suggestions to
keep stress manageable and the
holidays meaningful.

• Go easy on the decorating
unless you really enjoy it; remember, you have to collect and
pack away everything later. Be
selective, or else invite family
members over for a decorating
party (and, later, an un-decorating one).

Gifts

Entertaining

• Reconsider the number of
people you buy for as well as the
number of gifts you give each of
them. If you have a large family,
suggest a gift pool, or buy family
gifts—such as a game members
can play together—rather than
individual ones.
• Consider mail order shopping and, if finances allow, pay
the extra cost for gift wrapping.
• If you’ll be doing your own
wrapping, choose decorative gift
bags (available in every imaginable size) and boxes so you
don’t have to wrestle with rolls of
paper or tape. Dispense with
frills like ribbon and bows.
• To save even more time and
eliminate having to make returns,

Decorating

• If finances allow, arrange for
a housecleaning in order to save
precious time and energy. Most
domestic service agencies offer
one-time cleanings.
• If you wish to serve a meal,
keep the menu simple. Consider
preparing dishes ahead of time
and freezing them. If you’re not
willing and able to cook or bake,
buy prepared food from your
local deli or bakery. A potluck
dinner is another sanity-saving
idea.
• Enlist help with cleanup afterwards, especially if you don’t
own a dishwasher.
• If the prospect of having dinner guests is too stressful, invite
friends or relatives for dessert

and coffee in the afternoon or
evening.

Further tips
• Set realistic expectations, and
be prepared to alter traditions.
Keep it simple, and let relatives
and friends know your wishes
and limitations. Decide what is
personally most important about
the holidays, focus on it and forget the rest.
• Set a budget for holiday-related expenses and stick to it.
• Whatever holiday-related
tasks you decide to take on, ask
for help and delegate responsibilities. Make plans and start necessary preparations well in advance. Devise lists to stay organized, and keep them handy.
• Space out activities as much
as possible, scheduling quiet days
in between busy ones.
• Look after your health: get adequate rest, eat nutritiously, don’t
over-indulge in alcohol or holiday foods and try to fit in some
exercise.
• Take responsibility for your
well-being by doing something
nice for yourself. Some people
treat themselves to a special gift
or plan something to look forward
to after the holidays are over.
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Spirit of the season results in Deacon’s holiday project to aid
large donations to emergency survivors of traumatic brain injuries
Journals venture to
assistance centers
AUXILIARY
Bishop
James
Conley and
Catholic
Charities’
CEO
Steven
Carattini
accept a
donation
from LDS
Church
Elder
Randy
Funk.
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

This year, helping those less
fortunate is even more necessary
as greater numbers of people find
themselves out of work.
Last
week, Catholic Charities of
Colorado found two examples of
organizations stepping forward
to help those in need.
On Dec. 9, Catholic Charities received a donation of 400 cases of
canned fruit for use in their emergency assistance centers. The donation of peaches and apricots was
presented by Elder Randy Funk of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints to Auxiliary Bishop
James D. Conley at the Byers Place
Emergency Center, 1205 W. Byers
Place in Denver.
According to Randy Weinert,
director of Communications for
Catholic Charities, the Mormon
Church has a network of farms
and orchards throughout the
country at which they grow fruits
and vegetables. After picking and
processing, the canned produce
is distributed to the poor through
the church’s own emergency assistance efforts.
“This year because their crop
was so abundant, they had a lot
left over,” Weinert told the Denver
Catholic Register, “so they looked
to donate to other charitable organizations across the country.
Here in Colorado they chose
Catholic Charities.”
Bishop Conley said that with so
many food banks running short of
food this time of the year, he was
grateful to the Church of Latter
Day Saints for their generous donation to Catholic Charities.
“I’m happy that we are able to
work together in assisting those
who are in need,” he said.
Also on hand for the presentation were Steven Carattini, chief
executive officer and interim
president of Catholic Charities;
Beth Shepherd, supervisor of
emergency assistance programs
and Patty Carr, manager of the
Byers
Place
Emergency
Assistance Center.
In another example of
Christmas goodwill, Avanza

Supermarkets donated more
than 40 tons of food, enough to
fill two tractor trailers, to Catholic
Charities Emergency Assistance
Centers. The food will be distributed to five assistance centers in
Denver and Greeley.
This year’s donation more than
doubles that which the supermarket chain donated in 2007. Beth
Shepherd, supervisor of the emergency assistance programs, said
that this year as more people find
themselves in need, the number of
donations is decreasing.
“Yesterday’s employed worker,
who may have donated food to
the food banks in the past is now
unemployed and in need of help,”
she said. “It’s making it hard to
keep the shelves stocked.”
Alec Covington, chief executive
officer of the Nash Finch Co.,
which owns Avanza, said that it is
crucial that everyone continues
to work together to make sure no
one goes hungry.
“We thank Catholic Charities
for their continued work in the
Denver/Greeley area and look
forward to partnering with them
again,” he said.
Weinert said that those people
or organizations wishing to volunteer time or make donations
may do so by calling Catholic
Charities at 720-377-1385 or by
visiting online at ccdenver.org.

help soldiers
BY BILL HOWARD
THE COLORADO
CATHOLIC HERALD

WOODLAND PARK, Colo.—A
deacon in the Diocese of
Colorado Springs has begun a
project to collect blank journals
so that survivors of traumatic
brain injuries can send them and
also notes of encouragement to
soldiers who have also suffered
TBI in their service to the country.
Deacon Patrick Jones of Our
Lady of the Woods Parish in
Woodland Park hopes to collect
hundreds of empty journals for
the soldiers during Advent and
over the next year. A collection
point has been set up at the
Diocese of Colorado Springs’
Catholic Pastoral Center.
According to the Defense and
Veterans Brain Injury Center, veterans’ and civilian hospitals have
recorded at least 6,600 cases of
TBI among soldiers who served
in Afghanistan and Iraq from
January 2003 to March 31, 2008.
According to the report, most of
these TBI cases are the result of
munitions blasts.
Deacon Jones, who began a
brain injury ministry in 2003 that
now includes an online network
over more than 400 people, decided to create a unique holiday
project with its members, and he
wants to expand it to the diocese.
He wants to send packages containing bound, blank-page journals and pens to the soldiers at
Walter Reed Army Medical
Center in Washington, D.C.,
where screenings of evacuated
service members from the
Middle East revealed 32 percent
to have TBI.
Each journal package will also
contain a note of encouragement
from a fellow TBI survivor as well
as helpful information for living
with the ailment.
“We’ve asked TBI survivors to
share what helps them get

TO HELP

Journals can be delivered to
the Colorado Springs Catholic
Pastoral Center, Attn: Soldier
Journals, 228 N. Cascade Ave.,
Colorado Springs, CO 80903.

through the day,” Deacon Jones
elaborated. “We’ll gather those
responses and put them with information on the stages of grief
and the need to grieve a loss like
this, which frees us to enter life as
fully as possible.”
TBI is caused by a concussion
to the brain that results in permanent brain damage. According to
Deacon Jones’ site, the brain can
be trained to work around the
damage, but subsequent concussions can worsen the condition.
Such is the case with Deacon
Jones, whose concussion history
dated back to his childhood. In
2003, he suffered his eighth concussion when he hit a tree branch
while hiking and a year later was
diagnosed with TBI. Among the
symptoms he suffers from are severe headaches, vertigo, fatigue
and memory loss.
Deacon Jones believes that
these journals will allow the soldiers an avenue to express whatever is on their minds and, hence,
perhaps help in the healing
process as they try to recover as
normal a life as they can lead.
He said that, when he feels he is
having trouble dealing with the
daily grind of a day, he writes down
three things he’s thankful for and
thanks God for giving them to him.
“It sounds ridiculously simple,
but I find it helps shift my fundamental perspective from one of
only seeing the daunting trudge up
Everest, to looking around and
seeing the view,” Deacon Jones explained. “This is a long, hard road,

but it becomes smoother and less
steep when we focus on the gifts
rather than dwelling on the pain.”
“Whether we’re a survivor or a
caregiver, dealing with TBI adds a
lot of weight to our lives,” he
added. “It’s important to do what
we can to ‘travel light’ in our
hearts and our approach to life,
even though we constantly carry
a heavy load.”
Deacon Jones was inspired to
do this in part by a friend and ‘life
coach,’ Dr. Walli Carranza of
SUMMIT Coaching Solutions in
Colorado Springs. Carranza offers
assistance to Deacon Jones’ TBI
network and she has contacts at
Walter Reed.
“We are encouraging all the
members of the TBI Network to
participate in this wonderful opportunity to touch the lives of
men and women who have been
injured in battle,” she said. “It’s a
wonderful way to say, ‘I have
been in your shoes and I have
survived; so can you.’”
Deacon Jones said he hopes to
eventually expand the project to
aid soldiers at Fort Carson.
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year marked the 150th anniversary of the apparitions of Mary to
Lourdes jubilee year ends This
St. Bernadette Soubirous at Lourdes, France. The jubilee year, which
began on Dec. 8 last year, the solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, ended on the same feast last week. To commemorate the close of the Lourdes’ jubilee year, the Denver Catholic Register invited readers to send short personal
stories and photos related to Our Lady of Lourdes for publication consideration. We thank all those who responded.

Lourdes: from tourist to pilgrim, a spiritual awakening
Palm trees stood against the
back drop of snow-capped
mountains. The balmy weather
in the Pyrenees was unexpected
after three bitter cold days in
Paris. This was Lourdes, France,
and an unlikely destination for
my travel. Lourdes had been a
late addition to our inaugural
trip to Europe.
How could I go to France, and
miss visiting the birthplace of
Bernadette Soubirouis, and the
site of an 1858 nonfiction story
of David and Goliath magnitude? The production of “The
Song of Bernadette” captivated
me as a child, so much so that I
chose Bernadette as my confirmation name.
When I realized our trip coincided with the 150th anniversary of Mary’s apparitions to
Bernadette, I meekly asked my
family if we could squeeze an
overnight visit to Lourdes. It required a five-hour train trip

each way from Paris.
Millions of people arrive each
year. It is only second to Paris as
a tourist destination in France.
Lourdes is a place to rest—to
unplug and absorb the calm.
Some curious visitors come
hoping to see what others see,
and what they do not comprehend. Many others surrender
their suffering here, and that in
itself is a healing.
Not all healings are physical;
most of the spiritual healings
are known only to the recipients. The miraculous spring
waters that Bernadette revealed
by digging in humble obedience, remains a free gift today.
Its’ grace flows from God
through Mary, to open hearts
that seek.
I had never traveled as a spiritual tourist, yet somehow our
trip expanded into a personal
“pilgrimage.” The word was a foreign experience, but I felt drawn

to present myself in gratitude to
an inspirational woman who is a
constant source of mercy and

guidance. I wanted to touch the
rock where this female role
model of all time, our Mother
Mary, presented herself to an impoverished girl of 14. My impetus to take on such an unlikely
mission was thankfulness for the
mercy granted during my father’s
final days before his death.
Upon arriving, my 15-yearold son said: ”Mom, we should
have come right here instead of
seeing Paris first. There are so
many kids and everyone seems
so happy. The sun is shining for
the first time since we’ve arrived
in Europe, too!”
Stomachs growling, we
stopped to eat. The waiter took
our order. We looked out large
windows upon a narrow, twolane intersection. We could hear
groups of people singing.
Smiles abounded. No one was
hurrying. It really felt like a different country!
Intrigued, we set out on foot

A holy visit
I went to Paris earlier this
year for six months. My 70year-old mother, we all call her
Grandma Ellen, came for a
visit in early October. I decided
to surprise her with a weekend
pilgrimage to Lourdes to celebrate the 150-year jubilee of
Mary’s apparitions to St.
Bernadette.
We took the “pilgrims
train” from the Montpernass
station in the south of Paris,
like so many others have over
the years. The platform was
busy with groups of pilgrims
scurrying about to get on the
early morning train.
On the way down, I read a
book on the 150 years of
Lourdes, sharing parts of it out
loud with Grandma Ellen. We
arrived at the Lourdes station
mid-afternoon. As we walked
across the tracks we could see
nuns, priests and lay pilgrims
going in every direction, with
the snow covered peaks of the
Pyrenees in the background.
You could feel the excitement—we were at Lourdes.
We made our way down a
narrow street lined with trinket shops and loaded with pilgrim bus traffic. After crossing
the Gave River we were standing at St. Michael’s Gate looking down Jubilee Avenue at the

Rosary Basilica. Grandma
Ellen said it looked like a little
girl’s princess castle.
After checking in to our
hotel we returned to Rosary
Square and made our way
under the arches to the grotto,
Massabielle. Turning the corner under the arches we could
see the candle vending station,
the Mass intentions office, the

candle burners, the submersion pools, the water collection station, the Gave—and
the very spot where Mother
Mary
appeared
to
St.
Bernadette so many times.
Hundreds of pilgrims from
all over the world were in silent
prayer in front of the grotto.
We purchased a candle and
followed the flow of pilgrims to

the candle burners where candles have been burning for the
past 150 years. The burners
held candles of all sizes—some
so large that they took four or
five men to carry them across
Rosary Square. We lit our candle, prayed at the grotto and
then went to an Italian Mass at
the upper basilica.
That night we joined pil-

to find the grotto. We took several wrong turns, using our mistakes to observe the sites and
people. Our Mother Mary, in
her usual fashion, led us first to
her Son. Stepping out of a mist
of drizzling rain, we were drawn
into wooden doors by singing.
Sliding into a pew to listen, we
realized a Mass was starting, in
French. Accidentally, as if by another’s design, we first attended
Mass and received Eucharist.
Only afterward did we behold
the grotto. Walking around the
back of the basilica, we descended switchbacks toward the Gave
River. There it was, just like my
mind’s eye had imagined. The
cave’s rock, darkened from a century and a half of candle flames,
stood witness to heaven reaching out to guide humans. A white
statue of the Virgin Mary stood in
her cove, engaging one’s mind
and heart.

See Lourdes, Page 24

grims lined up to enter the
grotto to see the spring that St.
Bernadette dug with her hands
at the direction of the Holy
Virgin. We had just entered the
grotto when Grandma Ellen
blurted out, “I see the Virgin
Mary right over there.” I start
telling her in a low voice that
the statue of Mary was above
the grotto and that she could
not possibly see it since we
were inside the grotto. Halfway
through this statement I saw
the Holy Virgin in white, kneeling with folded hands, looking
away from us. Thinking a picture of the Holy Virgin was
painted on the rocks to the
right of the spring, and that
that must be what Grandma
Ellen was seeing, I silenced
myself and proceeded in line.
We passed the spring and
started making our way out of
the grotto. Dragging my hand
along the rock wall, I stopped
at the spot where we saw the
Holy Virgin. But the rocks were
black. There was no depiction
of the Holy Virgin there. Hmm,
I thought.
We left the grotto. As we
walked along the Gave back to
Rosary Square, with tears running down my face, I told
Grandma Ellen, “I saw Her,
too.”
Jeff Fiocchi
Our Lady of Loreto, Foxfield
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Hungarian Knights of Malta

I had the spiritually uplifting
experience of joining a May 1-6
pilgrimage to Lourdes with
other members of the
Sovereign Military Order of
Malta as a member of the
Hungarian Knights of Malta
delegation. Above is a photograph of the Hungarian Knights
and the malades (sick) that we
assisted. The Hungarian group
consisted of 26 members and
22 sick, with whom we traveled
from Budapest and provided
for their total care during the six
days. Overall, about 8,000 of the
total membership of 12,500
Knights of Malta attended from

around the world, with 2,000
malades that they assisted. The
order was founded in 1099 to
take care of the wounded and
sick during the crusades to the
Holy Land. The Knights that attended this pilgrimage lived a
part of their motto—defense
of the faith and assistance of
the poor and suffering—during
these six days. It was truly a
spiritually revitalizing experience for all participants, giving
them strength to face the challenges of their lives.
Eugene Megyesy
Denver

The Lourdes connection
My Lourdes’ story started 60
years ago—no make that 1945
when the movie “The Song of
Bernadette” come out. I was
the third daughter. The first
two girls were named for each
grandmother. Since there
were no other grandmothers,
my 11-year-old sister, Agnes,
who was the oldest, got to
pick my name. She chose
Bernadette. The Holy Spirit
inspired her by naming me for
the saint and not the star. My
8-year-old sister did not get to
pick a name for a child as
mother did not have any more
children; however, she, in
1958, did become herself a
bride
of
Christ,
like
Bernadette. On Aug. 9 she
and four other brides of Christ
again professed themselves to
him on their 50th jubilee.
This spring, my husband
Jerry and I did not get to
France but on April 4, Agnes
and Joe’s 49th wedding anniversary, we were in Aruba to
journey to its’ Lourdes shrine
in St. Nicholas. We lit a candle
there for them and I carried a
pearl rosary, which she gave
me for our 30th anniversary. It
was a moving experience.
Many of Our Lady’s feast
days have played a special
part in my family’s life, but for

OUR LADY of Lourdes Shrine
in St. Nicholas, Aruba
my husband and me the most
special is Feb. 11, the feast of
Our Lady of Lourdes, as it is
the day he proposed.
Bernadette Modz
E-mail

The mystery of my rosary
The rosary was introduced to
me as a little girl when my
grandmother would light a candle every evening and for what
seemed like hours, we would
kneel and pray it along with
other prayers to various saints.
I never became a fan of using
beads to pray. The only time I
remember praying a rosary was
the night before a funeral.
Praying the rosary was boring
and many times I dozed off before completing all the prayers.
My mind tended to wander as I
repeated
the
memorized
prayers. I had my own way of
praying and did not need beads
to help me.
This year, a few days before
leaving on a pilgrimage to
Fatima and Lourdes, I went to
confession. The priest asked me
if I prayed the rosary. I told him
I didn’t. He said that the rosary
is a beautiful way to communicate with the Blessed Mother
and that she herself had asked
us to pray it. For my penance he
asked me to pray the rosary.
Through the years, I have accumulated many rosaries.
Some hang from crucifixes or
are in drawers. Yet, with all
those rosaries about, on the
morning the priest told to pray
the rosary I counted the
decades on my fingers.

Arriving at Fatima in Portugal,
I watched people buy rosaries. I
saw them painfully walk on their
knees with a rosary in their
hand. I observed them kneel in
front of the statue of Our Lady of
Fatima, grasping a rosary. I saw
nuns, monks, priests, and lay
people holding rosaries. I was
handed a card explaining “How
to Pray the Rosary.” Without giving it a second thought, I tossed
the card in with the rest of the information I planned to read
when I returned home.
In Lourdes, France, I visited
Our Lady’s statue in the small
grotto where she appeared to
Bernadette 150 years ago.
Many candles in a circular
metal holder lit up the area in
front of her image. People left
bouquets of flowers on the cold
ground. The area was peaceful;
the sense that it was a holy
place was all around. It didn’t
matter what time I went to the
grotto, someone was always
kneeling in front of the statue
praying the rosary. One morning, around six, I walked to the
grotto. It was dark except for a
few lamps. When I arrived I
found a woman kneeling in
front of the grotto, her rosary
wrapped around her fingers.
The only things moving were
her lips and her fingers. How I

envied the woman’s devotion.
The small shops at Lourdes
were filled with tourists, speaking in different languages,
crowding around the many religious articles for sale. I looked
for a souvenir for a friend and
happened to see a silver rosary.
The crucifix was different and I

liked it. I continued looking in
the display cases but felt drawn
to the silver rosary. Each bead
had a scene of Our Lady of
Lourdes and Bernadette. I took
the rosary from the display and
instantly felt something –
warmth, love, a tug at my heart?
The beads felt comfortable in

Lourdes hymn

In 1958, as a young U.S.
Airman stationed in the
Mediterranean, I had the rare
privilege of visiting Lourdes.
It was, of course, the 100th anniversary of the apparitions.
Our chaplain had been granted permission to celebrate
Mass at the grotto. Sometime
during Mass a train passed on
the knoll of the hill, several
hundred yards from us.
Emanating from the train as it
passed were the voices of men
singing the Lourdes hymn
(“Immaculate Mary”). It was
awesome! We learned, later,
that they were a group of
French Army soldiers. Since
then, whenever the Lourdes
hymn is sung, my thoughts
flash back to that one inspiring moment at the shrine.
Mike Egan
Queen of Peace Parish
Aurora

my hand. I decided to buy the
rosary.
Every time I touched the silver rosary, something within
me – my heart or my soul or
both – moved. I fell in love with
the rosary—not just its beauty
but how it made me feel. I decided to keep it.
Returning home I decided to
pray the rosary. One day, I forgot
to pray it. As I switched off the
lights, a glowing rosary appeared
before my eyes. It scared me and
I turned on the light. To my surprise, I discovered the glowing
rosary had been hanging in the
same spot for more than 45
years. In all those years I had
never seen it glow, until Our Lady
needed to remind me that I had
not prayed the rosary that day.
Praying the rosary encompasses many things for me. I
praise God, I profess my faith
and I am reminded of all aspects of Christ’s life. I look forward to reciting each prayer.
I believe our Blessed Mother
began working on me even before I left on pilgrimage. She led
me to her holy places of Fatima
and Lourdes, she guided me as I
was directed to pray the rosary
for my penance, and she led me
to the silver rosary. She has lovingly added me to those who devoutly pray the rosary every day.
Erlinda Moscoso
E-mail
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Traditions Lourdes

From Page 9

From Page 2

From Page 22

that assist infertile couples in conceiving through natural means,
while proposing that IVF (in vitro
fertilization) poses grave moral
problems. It is countercultural to
embrace and celebrate the possibilities for healing contained in
the new genetics, while proposing
that embryo-destructive stemcell research is a grave moral evil.
It is countercultural to bring the
tools of moral reason to bear on
heart-rending issues which most
of our fellow-citizens believe can
be resolved emotively and technologically, on the basis of compassion wedded to technique. So,
yes, “Dignitas Personae” is countercultural. But it is countercultural precisely in order to lift up, defend, and promote the dignity of
the human person, which is at
risk when human life becomes
commodified.
Knowledge must be complemented by wisdom—moral wisdom—if humanity is to avoid
Huxley’s dystopia. Reminding us
of that, “Dignitas Personae” does
a great, necessary, and compassionate service.

presents serve as a reminder of the
gift of the Incarnation.
Rather than Santa leaving gifts
on Christmas Eve, in some Latin
American countries the tradition
is that the gifts are left by the infant Jesus. Other regions celebrate
Papa Noel or St. Nicholas. In central and south Mexico, the tradition is that gifts are left by the
Three Wise Men on Epiphany. In
this tradition, children write a letter to the Wise Men and put it inside a shoe. In such regions children usually receive a modest gift
on Christmas Eve with a larger
one brought by the Three Wise
Man on the feast of the Epiphany.
On Christmas Day families attend Mass. At the end of Mass there
is a moment of adoration. Faithful
gather around the sanctuary or
around the Nativity scene inside
the Church to kiss the infant Jesus
image as sign of gratitude that “God
is with us.” After Mass the
Christmas Day continues with visiting family and friends, sharing
small gifts and finishing what’s left
of the Christmas Eve dinner. In
some countries, such as Ecuador,
families visit Nativity scenes
around the city, similar to families
taking in Christmas light displays
in the United States.
During the octave of Christmas,
many Latin American Catholics
observe the Dec. 28 Day of the
Innocents, which recalls the children King Herod slaughtered in his
attempt to murder the newborn
Jesus. For New Year’s Eve, Misa de
Gallo is also a common tradition,
whereby the faithful attend midnight Mass to celebrate the arrival
of the new year with the Eucharist.
On the solemnity of Epiphany,
the Three Wise Man deliver gifts to
the children and family and
friends gather for the cutting of
the Kings Cake, a fruitcake with a
toy infant Jesus inside. The hidden
babe represents the flight of Jesus
into Egypt as the Holy Family escaped Herod’s murderous plot.
The person finding the hidden
Jesus hosts a gathering on Feb. 2,
feast of the Presentation of the
Lord. On this same day the
Nativity scene and all Christmas
decorations are finally put away.

Mary visited Bernadette 18
times to request prayers and
penance. I placed my hands on
the rock below where she appeared and offered up a simple
prayer: “Thank you for your
mercy. Present us, our family and
friends, to your Son for healing;
you know our needs for healing
better than us.” After a reverent
kiss of the stone I discovered that
my hands were scented with a
beautiful floral aroma, which lasted even after the next morning’s
shower.
We collected water from the
spring’s source to share with family members. Submerged in the
experience, and praying for our
friends and family’s intentions, I
surrendered to rinse my face in
the water and to drink it with unusual openness.
We returned for the evening
candlelight procession. Even the
rain paused for the prayers.
Praying the rosary out loud in several languages with hundreds of
international people was an unforgettable experience. It surprised me that Europe was so
much more open than the United
States when adoring Christ and
honoring his Mother. Stirred, I realized it was the actual date of the
150th anniversary of Mary finally
identifying herself to Bernadette
by saying, “I am the Immaculate
Conception.”
Lourdes is a holy and joyful
place of unity among Christians
and
non-Christians
alike.
Lighting candles in a centuriesold tradition, I was warmed by
connecting to the Church body
that preceded me for the past two
millenniums.
Making our way back to our
hotel, we stopped in the multitude of shops. The incongruence
of materialism on the doorstep of
the sacred was disconcerting. It
seemed opportunistic. It wasn’t
until I returned home and read
“The Fluorescent Virgin” in the
book “The Wonders of Lourdes”
(Magnificat, 2008) that my eyes
and heart were opened to the distraction. The merchant’s story
tells how he owed his life to a religious trinket. In his words: “God
takes any shape he pleases to help
us believe in him, to keep us near
him. Don’t mock the faith of the
simple for it touches God’s heart
just as much as the faith of the
saints does.” To my surprise I had
found a fluorescent virgin in the
bottom of my bag once home.
Had I been in his store?
I was so grateful to extend our
Lourdes experience with this book
as I hungered to understand more
of the holy city I had visited. My trip
is re-stirred every day, prompting
peaceful contentment.
Lourdes is a place on earth where
the holy touches both the ordinary
tourist and the modern pilgrim.

George Weigel is Distinguished
Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public
Policy
Center
in
Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver
Catholic Register, the official
newspaper of the Archdiocese of
Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

FILE PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

POPE JOHN PAUL II greets children at Mount St. Vincent Home
during his visit to Denver in 1993. Former resident Larry Murphy
Mingo is not visible in the photo.

Mingo
From Page 12
place, but it did give me a chance
to be normal.”

Life after Mount St. Vincent’s
From Mount St. Vincent’s, Larry
remembers moving to different
foster homes, “7 or 8 times,” until
he ended up at a group home run
by Shiloh. He went to Columbine
High School where he excelled in
football, track and basketball. He
attended the prom, graduated
with a 3.2 GPA and was part of
two state champ football teams.
At graduation, he emancipated at
age 18. Larry credits his case-

worker, Walter Reed, for getting
him through school.
Larry attempted college, but
wasn’t emotionally ready. He fell
in with a tough crowd, had his
own brush with the law and then,
while out walking his dog one
day, met Angela, now his fiancé.
Today, Larry is enrolled at
Metropolitan State College of
Denver and is employed as a
metal worker.

The pope picture
Before leaving the home, Larry
showed his son and fiancé the
photos of himself talking to the
pope when John Paul II visited
Mount St. Vincent’s in 1993. In the
chapel, he walked them through
that day, showing them where the
pontiff stood, sharing what he
said—a Swahili greeting that all
the kids practiced—and describing what that big day was like.
But he talked more about the
ordinary days at the home. Larry
showed them where he chipped
his tooth on the gym floor playing
dodge ball and where he met
famed Denver Nuggets players
like David Thompson and Alex
English “and the greatest Nuggets
coach, Doug Moe.”
On the way out, he gave the receptionist Mary a big hug and
thanked her with a voice choked
with emotion.
“Looking back,” he said, “it was
a great thing they did for me—
coming back now, it feels like
coming home.”

Pam Pedler
Centennial, Colo.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Musicians of St. Clare: to lead evening
of sung prayer at Spirit of Christ
Church, 7400 W. 80th Ave., Arvada.
Saturdays in Advent: 6:30 p.m.
Evening of Praise and Worship: with
Capuchin Franciscan Friars at St. Patrick
Oratory, 3325 Pecos St., Denver. Call
303-477-5542 for more information.
Dec. 18: 7 pm. - 9 p.m.

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS

Healing Service and Praise Mass: with
Father Patrick Rearden, O.P. at St.
Catherine of Siena Church, 4200
Federal Blvd. Music led by Phil Perez.
See ad on page 27.
Jan. 3: 6:30 p.m.

Catholic Professional Women's Lunch:
with guest Edward Sri at Marriott City
Center, 1701 California St., Denver.
Cost is $40 a person. RSVP by Dec. 12
online at EndowOnline.com.
Dec. 18: 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Respect Life Holy Hour: Benediction of
the Blessed Sacrament and recitation of
the rosary led by Father Andreas Hock
at Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St., Denver.
Jan. 4: 3 p.m.

Monthly Pancake Breakfast: at Holy
Rosary Parish, 4672 Pearl, Denver.
Cost $5 adult, $2 children. Anyone
over 60 with December birthday eats
free. Call 303-576-6088 for details
Dec. 21: 7:30 a.m. - noon

Vocation Discernment Holy Hour: for
young men and women. Eucharistic
adoration and prayer at Little Sisters
of the Poor Chapel, 3629 W. 29th Ave.,
Denver. Call 303-594-7420 for details
Jan. 13: 7:30 p.m.

New Year’s Dance and Casino Night:
at Shrine of St. Anne, 7555 Grant
Place, Arvada. Music, dancing, casino
games. Tickets $55 per person. Call
303-204-4665 for information.
Dec. 31: 7:30 p.m. -midnight

Eucharistic Holy Hour for Children: in
the Adoration Chapel at Holy Trinity
Church, 7595 Federal Blvd.,
Westminster.
Sundays: 3 p.m.

Children’s New Year’s Celebration: at
Children’s Museum, 2121 Children’s
Museum Drive, Denver. Just like
Times Square with ball drop, activities
and goodies. Call 303-433-7444 for in-

formation.
Dec. 31: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
New Year’s Eve Serenity Retreat: to
find peace and renewed energy at
Sacred Heart Jesuit Retreat House in
Sedalia, Colo. Cost is $170 which includes room, meals and activities. Call
303-688-4198 ext 112 for details.
Dec. 30 - Jan. 1
6th Annual Family New Year Retreat:
at St. Malo Retreat Center. Cost $180
for two-day retreat plus meals.
Registration deadline is Dec. 15. Call
Wendy at 303-521-2753 for details.
Dec. 31- Jan 2.
Benedictine Life Weekend: come join
the community of Benedictine sisters
at Ferdinand, Indiana and experience
what religious life would be like. Call
800-738-9999 ext 2830 for details.
Jan. 2-4

Southwest Liturgical Conference: annual Study Week. Speakers, workshops and breakout sessions. Call
303-715-3156 for information.
Jan 14-17, 2009
Gathering of Men: retreat to be held
at YMCA of the Rockies in Estes Park,
Colo. led by Father John Lager O.F.M.
Cap. and Father Ken Leone. Space
limited to first 300 respondents.
Registration form and other information available online at gatheringofmen.org.
Jan. 16- 18
Catholic Marriage Prep: classes to fulfill steps one and three of requirements. Holy Family Parish, 4377 Utica
St., Denver. Call 866-425-7193 for details.
Mondays in January
Day of Reflection; to spiritually nourish mothers will be held at Holy Name
Parish, 3290 W. Milan Ave., Englewood.
Day will include Mass, speakers and
meals. Cost is $30 in advance, $35
the day of the event. Call Laura at
303-932-6061 for information.
Jan. 31: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

PILGRIMAGES/TOURS
Sacred Treasures in Our Hometown:
exploring four sacred places in town
during afternoon tour sponsored by
The Foundation of Sacred Arts. Cost is

$35. Details available at 303-3466413.
Dec. 30: 2:45 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Pilgrimage to Greece and Turkey:
sponsored by Franciscan University of
Steubenville. Pilgrims will be accompanied by Bishop Samuel Jacobs of
Houma-Thibodaux. Call 800-437-8368
for information.
March 9 - 20, 2009
Pilgrimage to Holy Land: under the
guidance of Father Jerome Rohr of St.
Rose of Lima Parish. Call 303-7334764 for information.
Apr. 21- May 3, 2009
Pilgrimage to Fatima and Lourdes: led
by Father Piotr Mozdyniewicz. Call 1800-373-5116 by Jan. 15 to register.
Apr. 28- May 10
Celtic Tour: led by Father John
Gibbons. Visit Dublin, Sligo, Donegal,
Londonderry and Belfast. Call for information and brochure, 303-2747729.
June 20 - 28
Seven Day Cruise: down the Danube
River which will include tours of historical sites and viewing of
Oberammergau Passion Play. Trip led
by Deacon Bill Senger of Queen of
Peace parish. Call 303-349-7017 for
more information.
July 24 - Aug. 4
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How, according to
Proverbs 25, is a
faithful messenger
like snow at harvest
time?
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
Brrr… it’s dipped into the high
70s in San Diego where this quiz
is being written, but for many of
the people reading the quiz, it’s
cold outside. This quiz looks at
coldness in Scriptures.
1. Zechariah 14 tells us when the
Lord comes to rule the whole
earth, there will be no more cold.
What day is that?
a. the day the guardian angels
come;
b. the day of wrath;
c. the day the Lord shall become
king over the whole earth.

2. Nahum 3:17 uses the image of
grasshoppers that stay put when
it is cold, but as soon as it is
warm they:
a. eat manna;
b. spread their wings and fly;
c. devour the crops of the poor of
Israel and Judah and vanish—no
one knows where.
3. Jeremiah 30 warns that this
shall happen to Jehoiakim, king of
Judah:

recounts in Chapter 6 that this
has cold water:
a. a spring;
b. a stew
c. the Red Sea;
6. In a contrast of translations,
some Bibles render Isaiah 37 as
discussing thatch destroyed by
cold winds, while others, like the
New American Bible, use this
term, implying:
a. heat-scorched;

a. he will be frozen for posterity;

b. frigid;

b. his body will be cast out to
ensure the heat of day, to the cold
of night;

c. lukewarm.

c. he will be treated as coldly as
he treated the prophets, including
Jeremiah.
4. In a rhetorical question,
Jeremiah 13 recounts how the
Lord asks if the snow of this land,
north of Israel, will ”desert the
rocky heights”:

Who does “their” refer to?

9. How, according to the same
proverb, is a faithful messenger
like snow at harvest time?

a. Israelites who deserted the
Lord;

a. He refreshes the soul of his
master;

c. Egyptians.

b. Christians;

b. His shoes can be wrung out
for refreshment;

13. After Jesus’ arrest, Peter
warmed himself by a fire because
it was cold. This was when he:

c. He cools the anger of the irate
masters.

a. invented toast;

10. Most Bibles say in Proverbs
20 a “sluggard” will not plough
when it is cold, but the New
American Bible narrows this
down to mean specifically:

b. denied Jesus three times;
c. took the name Peter, rather
than the previous moniker Simon.

a. springtime;

14. According the Revelation 3
the Spirit criticizes those in the
Church who are:
a. nether hot nor cold;

a. a poke in the eye with a sharp
stick;

b. seedtime;
c. mid-July.

b. cold to strangers;

b. good news from a far country;

11. Psalm 147 includes all of
these frigid items:

c. as cold as ice inside.

7. Proverbs 25 likens cold water
to a thirsty person to this:

c. the death of one’s enemies.

b. Lydia;

8. Proverbs 25, in an unusual
chemical allusion, compares a
man who removes his coat during
a cold spell to someone who puts
vinegar on this:

c. Lebanon.

a. a plate of french fries;

5. Jeremiah, during a cold spree,

b. a big Maccabee;

a. Turkey;

c. Nitre (baking soda).

a. snow, frost and hail;
b. popsicles, icicles and bars in
the form of a dove;

15. In 2 Corinthians 11, who
relates how he endured dangers,
misery, heat and cold?
a. Jesus;

c. igloos, hibernating bears and
penguins.

b. Paul;

12. Psalm 78 recounts how the
Lord killed their vines with hail,
and their sycamores with frost.

ANSWERS: 1.c, 2.b, 3.b, 4.c, 5.a,
6.a, 7.b, 8.c, 9.a, 10.b, 11.a, 12.c,
13.b, 14.a, 15.b
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c. Simon Peter.
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