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THOSE left behind after a suicide can often wonder what they could have done differently to help those in pain. On Nov. 22, National Survivors of Suicide Day, Regis
University will host a seminar offering emotional support and information about resources for healing for survivors of suicide.
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One’s eternity is chosen
by fidelity or infidelity
to Christ the King
This coming Sunday is one of my favorite days of the
year. Following closely on a rancorous presidential election
and many months of political campaigning, the solemnity
of Christ the King reminds us, in a special way, of life’s
proper dimensions. Only God is God. Caesar is not God.
As beautiful and precious as this world can be, it will one
day end—and it will be judged by its King, who has promised to return.
Christ’s Second Coming is not a metaphor or fairy story.
It is real. It will happen. And when it does, each of us will
see in the flesh what we know now only by faith: Jesus
Christ, God’s Son, is the center and meaning of human history. And the central thing that matters, at the end of every
human life, is our relationship with him.
It’s easy to fall into the habit, as we get older, of treating
our Catholic faith as a useful moral code; or a collection of
warm and nostalgic sentiments: or a helpful vocabulary for
making sense of life’s ambiguities; or a shrewd set of clothes
for our politics. But real Christian belief is different from all
of these things.
Christianity is anchored in the person of Jesus Christ. He
died to redeem us, and we live now by the grace of his
love—and also in the light of his judgment. If we do not actively seek him, know him and love him, then calling ourselves and our efforts for justice “Christian” is a sham.
There is no such thing as “Christian” charity or “Christian”
work for justice without first believing in Jesus Christ as our
true and only king.
We need to live by our actions what we claim to believe
with our words. The Catholic faith is more than a system of
ideas or a set of rules. It demands much more than showing up for Mass every weekend, though obviously worshiping God and believing what the Church teaches are vitally
important things. Being “Catholic” means accepting Jesus
Christ as Lord, and following him as disciples through the
community he created—the Church.
American Catholics, because we have so much freedom
and so many material advantages, can have a hard time
separating the assumptions of our political culture from the
real nature of creation. We’re blessed to live in a constitutional democracy governed by law. We enrich it by bringing
our faith to bear on our personal and family relationships,
and our nation’s economic and political policies. But God
is not an elected official. And while He loves us so zealously
that He sacrificed his only son to deliver us from death, He
does not serve at our pleasure. We are accountable to Him,
not the other way around. That includes all of us and each
of us.
The solemnity of Christ the King reminds us that all
things of this world are finite. They all pass, even great nations, and our time here is very limited, and therefore precious. Just as the year draws to its conclusion, so too does
the world. And we choose our eternity by our fidelity or infidelity to Christ the true King in our daily lives.
These are sobering thoughts. They’re meant to be. It’s
good to think hard and clearly about who we really are and
where our loyalties really lie. The more honest we are with
ourselves, the more truly we can enter into Advent. And the
more humbly we live Advent, the greater our joy—God’s liberating joy—in the birth of Jesus at Christmas.

Coping with suicide
Conference to offer
help to those dealing
with suicide loss

NATIONAL
SURVIVORS OF
SUICIDE DAY
What: conference for those
coping with suicide loss

BY JOHN GLEASON

In the United States, suicide
ranks as the 11th leading cause of
death. Annually, more than
32,000 people take their own life.
That’s one every 16 minutes. And
every 17 minutes someone is left
to make sense of it.
Today, doctors, scientists and
clergy have a better understanding
of what causes most people to take
their lives; however, there is still a
stigma attached to suicide deaths
and many unanswered questions
for the family left behind. How to
deal with it? What could have been
done to prevent it? What to say
when people ask about it?
On Nov. 22,National Survivors
of Suicide Day, Regis University
will host a seminar offering emotional support and information
about resources for healing for
survivors of suicide. Now in its
10th year the event, sponsored by
the American Foundation for
Suicide Prevention (AFSP), has
brought people together to talk,
share stories and try to make
sense out of a devastating loss,
according to Joanne Harpel, director of Survivor Initiatives.
“Not everyone will go through
the same grieving process,”
Harpel said. “What our organization does is help them through
the rough time.”
Harpel, who lost her brother to
suicide in 1993, said the first thing
family and friends experience is
shock. They wonder how this
could have been prevented and if
there was anything they could
have done differently to help.
“The AFSP gives survivors information and helps them understand how suicide comes about,”
she said. “In addition we give
them access to a community of
people who have gone through
the same thing so they don’t feel
isolated and alone. For too many,
this is the biggest obstacle.”
National Survivors of Suicide
Day, held annually on the
Saturday before Thanksgiving,
was created by senatorial resolution through the efforts of Sen.
Harry Reid (D-Nevada) who lost
his father to suicide. The AFSP

When: 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Nov. 22
Where: Regis University, 3333
Regis Blvd., Denver
Cost: free, RSVP required
RSVP: to egallego@regis.edu
Online: watch the conference
at afsp.org.
SUICIDE PREVENTION
For information visit the
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THOSE left behind after a suicide can often wonder what
they could have done differently to help those in pain.
program consists of local programs—speakers, panel discussions and healing sessions. There
is also a 90-minute national
broadcast during which televised
speakers share their own experiences and how they have coped
with the loss. Regis University is
one of 170 locations across the
country hosting such a program.
Catholics may wonder what the
Church says about suicide. There
was a time when it was taught
there was no salvation for those
committing suicide, but today
there is a different perspective.
Sister Peg Maloney R.S.M., is a
member of the Catholic Studies
faculty at Regis University and ad
hoc member of the college committee putting on the local program. She said that no longer is
the act of suicide considered to
be a major sin of pride in which
one turns away from God’s grace
believing he cannot help.
“Today we have so much better
an understanding of depression,
mental illness and bi-polar (disorder) and how they affect the
human condition,” she said. “We
know how the human chemistry
can shape all kinds of frustrations, depressions and ultimate
desolation and how it can drive
people to do what they wouldn’t
normally do.”
Making a comparison to someone who suffers from alcoholism,

American Foundation for
Suicide Prevention online at
afsp.org

Sister Maloney said that will of
change is not enough to defeat
mental illness.
“Forms of mental illness are a
disease that can drive people to
do anything,” she said. “Even to
the point of taking their own life.”
“The Catechism of the Catholic
Church” tells us we should not
despair of the eternal salvation of
those who have taken their own
lives, noting that by ways known
to him alone, “God can provide
the opportunity for salutary repentance. The Church prays for
persons who have taken their
own lives” (No. 2283).
Harpel said that it is the goal of
the AFSP to help those who have
lost someone to suicide to know
that it wasn’t because they
weren’t a good enough wife or
husband or friend. Those left behind did nothing wrong, Harpel
said, but after a suicide they are in
need of help.
“Everyone grieves differently,”
she said. “We’re here to help
them to do just that.”
The National Survivors of
Suicide Day program will be
held from 11 a.m. -1 p.m. Nov.
22. at Regis University, 3333
Regis Blvd. in Main Hall Room
333. There is no cost for the program but those wishing to attend are asked to R.S.V.P. to Liza
Gallegos at . Those unable to attend the conference may watch
it online at afsp.org from 11 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. Nov. 22.
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International conference discusses whether
Spanish relic could be the Holy Grail
Local author Janice Bennett,
who holds a master’s degree in
Spanish literature and is the author of “St. Laurence and the
Holy Grail” (Ignatius Press, 2004)
published last month in Spanish
(Ciudadela Libros), was a speaker at the first International
Conference on the Holy Grail
held in Valencia, Spain, earlier
this month.

LOCAL author Janice
Bennett
takes part in
the first
International
Conference
on the Holy
Grail held in
Valencia,
Spain, Nov.
7-9.

BY JANICE BENNETT

VALENCIA, Spain—The history of the Holy Chalice of
Valencia and the legends surrounding it brought 200 international participants, including 40
journalists,
to
the
city
of Valencia, Spain, to attend the
first International Conference
on the Holy Grail, held Nov. 7-9.
It is believed by many that the
upper agate cup of the Holy
Chalice of Valencia, housed in
the city’s cathedral, is the cup
Christ used to institute the
Eucharist at the Last Supper.
There were more than 20
speakers at the three-day conference, including Manuel
Martín Bueno, professor of archaeology, epigraphy (ancient
inscriptions) and numismatics
(coins) at the University of
Saragossa;
Jaime
Sancho
Andreu, curator priest in charge
of Veneration of the Holy
Chalice; Vicente Pons Alós, professor and historiographer at the
University of Valencia and
canon archivist-librarian at the
Cathedral of Valencia; and
Michael Hesemann, a German
historian and specialist in relics.
Rita
Barberá,
mayor
of Valencia, opened the conference by declaring the importance of celebrating the congressional sessions “in the city
that has the privilege of taking
care of the Christian relic par excellence” in the 1,750 years since
St. Laurence was martyred
in Rome.
“For a great part of this time,”
Barberá said, “Valencia kept
watch over the permanence and
preservation of the Holy Cup,
thanks to the courage and deter-

GUEST COLUMN

ANTHONY LILLES

A reflection on the
Eucharist and
Thanksgiving Day
Like the Eucharist, holiday a reminder to
praise God for his providence

PHOTO PROVIDED

mination of those from Valencia
who believed firmly that it, and
no other, was the Holy Grail, the
Holy Cup that came to the
Iberian Peninsula—then called
Hispania—through
the
Pyrenees to remain in Valencia.
King
Alphonsus
the
Magnanimous was the one who
deposited it here, first in our former Royal Palace and later in the
cathedral.”
My report documented a
manuscript from the sixth century that St. Laurence was born
in Valencia and sent the Holy
Grail to Spain from Rome during
the third-century persecution of
Christians under the Emperor
Valerian. (The news agency
AVAN reported that it was the
first time this document has
been disclosed in Spain.) I also
presented historical evidence
from two early 17th-century historians that confirm Laurence
was born in Valencia rather than
Huesca.
The document, written by the
sixth-century Augustinian monk
St. Donato, was translated by the
Augustinian priest Lorenzo
Mateu y Sanz in 1636 and is in
the National Library of Madrid.
It narrates the life of St.
Laurence and mentions that
Pope Sixtus II entrusted the
Holy Cup of the Last Supper to
St. Laurence before his martyrdom in 258 A.D. St. Laurence
gave it to a Spaniard with in-

structions to take it to Huesca,
where his parents were born and
their relatives still resided,
among them the mother of St.
Vincent, who was the younger
sister of Laurence’s mother.
Vincent was baptized in the
Church of San Pedro el Viejo in
Huesca. According to more than
15 Latin documents, the relic
was sent from Huesca to the
Pyrenees after the Muslim invasion of Spain in 711 A.D.
Professor Bueno proposed
that a new study of the Holy
Chalice be carried out, because
“with current technology we
would be able to determine
much more concerning its authenticity.” His proposal would
involve revising the study done
in 1960 by Antonio Beltrán, a
former
archaeologist
at
the University of Saragossa who
is now deceased. Beltrán came
to the conclusion that “the
Chalice of Valencia is the one
that has the most likelihood of
being the one that Christian tradition tells us was that of Jesus.”
Beltrán determined that the
base of the agate cup was added
in the Middle Ages.
Bueno stressed that most
modern methods would not be
invasive or destructive and
would allow scientists to specify
the exact area where the cup
was manufactured and compare
it to pieces made in that epoch

See Conference, Page 22

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Nov. 19: Blessing of San Damiano Friary, Denver (5:30 p.m.)
Nov. 20: Catholic Foundation meeting, JP II Center (8:30 a.m.); Mass, National Association for Treasurers of
Religious Institutes, Hyatt Regency, Denver (4:30 p.m.)
Nov. 21: St. Cecilia Mass, Sts. Peter and Paul, Wheat Ridge (7 p.m.)
Nov. 22: Mass, Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, Christ the King Chapel (8:30 a.m.)
Nov. 23: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Nov. 19: Mass, Christ the King Chapel (6:30 p.m.), Catholic Medical Association meeting, Bonfils Hall, JPII
Center (7:30 p.m.)
Nov. 20: Catholic Foundation board of trustees meeting, JPII Center (8:30 a.m.); Mass and confirmation,
Christ the King Parish, Evergreen (7 p.m.)
Nov. 25: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)

At the end of a special meal commemorating Israel’s journey
out of the slavery of Egypt and into the freedom of His promises,
Jesus transformed bread and wine into the sacrificial offering of
his own body and blood in thanksgiving to the Father.
He longed for the restoration of Israel and the salvation of the
nations. So he offered an unimaginable gift in the form of bread
and wine to establish a new covenant and inaugurate a new exodus. This gift was his presence, his body and blood as spiritual
food. In this way, the disciples of the Lord received the opportunity to co-inhere, to participate in the intimate relationship
Jesus enjoyed with God, the Father. With this profound thanksgiving, the Lord offered an equally unimaginable petition—the
supreme wish of Jesus: “May they be one, Father, as we are one.”
So powerful was his Eucharist (which means prayer of thanksgiving) that this would become the principle means by which
his disciples would recognize his presence until the end of time.
By imitating this prayer as the Lord commanded them to do, the
very first Christians discovered the Lord’s abiding presence, dynamic power, and unconquerable love. The exodus of Christ
Crucified, as he passed through the mystery of sin and death
opened up for them a new kind of freedom, the truly restored
Kingdom of Israel in which the Lord is worshipped in spirit and
truth.
Is there any relationship between this thanksgiving of Jesus
and the thanksgiving of the pilgrims in the midst of their struggles to settle the America?
The national holiday we celebrate in November has its roots
in the religious practices of British colonists of the 17th century.
This is true even if, as some suggest, the first thanksgiving was
held in Florida or Texas in the 16th century by Spanish explorers
who offered a special Mass of Thanksgiving for successful expeditions. Instead, it is the feasts of thanksgiving shared in
Virginia’s Berkeley Hundred or Gov. Bradford’s Plymouth from
which our Thanksgiving derives. These religious celebrations in
honor of God for his bountiful providence and protection were
observed by feasts when blessed with plenty and by fasts when
burdened with famine. But whether by feasting or fasting, this
time of prayer in the New World was a witness to a religious
hope, a hope rooted in the mercy of the Lord.
Here, a wonderful connection between America’s
Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Eucharist comes into focus. When
the Lord invited his followers to share in his Body and Blood, he
was inviting them into a profound communion and a great journey. In this new exodus, our tears of joy and sorrow mingle with
the Lord’s and with those whom He gives to us as we, together,
take up our own cross and follow Him. All aspects of life, especially those dark difficulties we would rather ignore, are meant
to be taken up in our pilgrimage of faith, an exodus out of sin
and death and into the fulfillment of God’s promises. Like Jesus,
our thanksgiving ought to always be joined with the petition,
“Thy kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.”
For many of our forefathers, whether of those original colonists
or else of those later waves of immigrants, the journey to America
came to be experienced as a visible expression of this spiritual pilgrimage. The real life hardships attached to this journey to the
New World reminded them of the spiritual exodus into the
Kingdom of God. It reminded them that our lives are not merely
about material success but rather faithfulness to the Lord whether
in times of plenty or in times of adversity. In a special way, this is

See Thanksgiving, Page 17
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THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

GEORGE WEIGEL

The two Americas
By the dawn’s early light on Nov. 5, two distinct Americas hove
into view. The two Americas are not defined by conventional economic, ethnic or religious categories; it’s not rich America vs. poor
America, black America vs. white America, or Catholic America vs.
Protestant America. No, what this year’s election cycle clarified decisively is that the great public fissure in these United States is between the culture of life and the culture of death.
In 1995, when Pope John Paul II introduced the phrase “culture of
death” in the encyclical Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel of Life), more
than a few commentators coughed politely and tried to suggest, if
gently, that this terminology was a bit over-the-top—too dramatic,
too confrontational, incapable of being heard by those it was intended to persuade. Thirteen years later, it is obvious that the critics were
wrong and John Paul the Great was right. The Pope saw more clearly
into the future, thanks to his insight into the forces at work beneath
the surface of the present. Now those forces are plainly in view, and
the results are clear for all with eyes to see:
The people of the United States have elected the most radically
pro-abortion presidential candidate in American history, and by
the largest popular vote percentage garnered by a Democrat since
Lyndon B. Johnson.
The people of the State of Washington have adopted, in a landslide, an act permitting the euthanizing of the sick, elderly and
burdensome under the Orwellian rubrics of “death with dignity”
and “physician-assisted suicide.”
The people of California have exercised their sovereign will to
prevent the parents of minors from being notified if their daughter
intends to have an abortion—although you may be quite certain
that said parents would be consulted before said minor’s school
nurse administered an aspirin tablet.
And the people of Michigan have decided to authorize a wholesale slaughter of human embryos for research purposes—at precisely the moment that embryonic stem-cell research has lost
much of its scientific luster, thanks to developments in the reprogramming of adult stem cells.
Culture of death, indeed.
What is to be done?
The first order of business at the national level is to prevent the
new Congress from passing the federal Freedom of Choice Act
(FOCA), an explicit attempt to destroy every state-based pro-life legal
achievement of the past three decades. If prevention is impossible
and FOCA is enacted, then it must be vigorously challenged in the
federal courts. The stakes are very, very high: in addition to facilitating a greater slaughter of the innocents, FOCA, by eliminating state
conscience-clause protections for pro-life health care professionals,
would create a situation in which the Catholic health care system as
we know it would cease to exist, within a decade at most.
Then we come to adult catechesis. This year, the pro-abortion
candidate carried every state in what Maggie Gallagher calls the
“Decadent Catholic Corridor”—the Northeast and the older parts
of the Midwest. Too many Catholics there are still voting the way
their grandparents did, and because that’s what their grandparents
did. This tribal voting has been described by some bishops as immoral; it is certainly stupid, and it must be challenged by adult education. That includes effective use of the pulpit to unsettle settled
patterns of mindlessness. This year, a gratifying number of bishops
began to accept the responsibilities of their teaching office; so,
now, must parish pastors.
We need more persuasive ideas and language in the fight against
euthanasia. Yes, the good guys were outspent in Washington State by
orders of magnitude—and that should cause serious examinations of
conscience among Catholic philanthropies and individuals of means.
But, as in the debate over embryo-destructive stem-cell research, the
culture of life has yet to develop a language that trumps the invocation of “compassion” when that’s misused by the culture of death.
And we need prayer—lots of it. Some demons require special
powers to exorcize. As of Nov. 5, it is clear that certain of them have
taken up residence in the United States of America.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

Nov. 23: Solemnity of Christ
the King
Scripture readings:
• Ezekiel 34:11-17
• Psalm 23
• 1 Corinthians 15:20-28
• Matthew 25:31-46
Theme: King of kings. Ezekiel
was a priest and prophet who
ministered to his fellow Jews in
the years leading up to and during the Babylonian Exile (586537 B.C.). The destruction of
Jerusalem and the deportation
of the people came about because of the decadence of the
nation brought about by corrupt
rulers. In the verses preceding
our first reading, Ezekiel denounced Israel’s so-called
“shepherds” (i.e. kings) who did
nothing for their people, but
only used them. “The weak you
have not strengthened! The sick
you have not healed!” he cries
out. They were more concerned
about themselves than the good

of the people. Ezekiel announces that God himself will
seek out his sheep and care for
them. In the second reading
Paul says that since Christ has
been raised from the dead he
rules over every “authority and
power.” He is the Good King and
the Good Shepherd who brings
life to the world. But not everything in the world is subject to
him yet—the “culture of death”
still holds sway. In this week’s
Gospel we hear about the Last
Judgment in the familiar parable
of the sheep and goats. Some
day all nations, including our
own, will appear before Christ
the King to be judged.
Key verse: “He must reign
until he has put all his enemies
under his feet. The last enemy to
be destroyed is death.”
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “Christ, King and Lord
of the universe, made himself
the servant of all, for he came
‘not to be served but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom
for many.’ For the Christian, ‘to
reign is to serve him,’ particularly when serving ‘the poor and
the suffering, in whom the
Church recognizes the image of

her poor and suffering founder.’
The People of God fulfills its
royal dignity by a life in keeping
with its vocation to serve with
Christ” (No. 786).
Pope Benedict XVI: “In the
ancient Near East in royal inscriptions from the area of
Babylonia and Assyria, the king
refers to himself as the shepherd
instituted by God. Pasturing
sheep is an image of his task as a
ruler. This image implies that
caring for the weak is one of the
tasks of the just ruler. The image
of Christ the Good Shepherd is a
Gospel of Christ the King, an
image that sheds light upon the
kingship of Christ” (“Jesus of
Nazareth”).
Application: This week’s readings are a fitting climax to a long
and tense election season. The
solemnity of Christ the King is a
sober reminder that to be “one
nation under God” means that
we are under his judgment as
well as under his protection. We
have a new president. We hope
and pray that he’ll be a “good
shepherd,” governing our nation
with charity and justice for the
weakest and most defenseless
members of society.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Great pro-life column

traordinary form” of the Mass
and should reflect that terminology. The DCR had stated
“The Tridentine Mass is the
Latin-language liturgy used before Vatican II.” The history of
the extraordinary form of the
Mass is from the Council of
Trent [Tridentine] of 1570 until
1970 when the ordinary form of
the Mass (Novus ordo) was
promulgated in that year; the
extraordinary form was never
abrogated.

Kudos for publishing the guest
column “Five priorities for the
pro-life movement to save the
unborn.” It is an excellent road
map for the future, and mirrors
the sentiments of many
Catholics. It could not have
been more timely, based on the
results of the recent election.
Gordon Hadlow
Fort Collins

John S. Miller
Associate director
Office of Liturgy
Archdiocese of Denver

Correction of terms
I am writing about the article
in the Denver Catholic Register
of Nov. 12 titled “Historic Mass
draws hundreds.” I would like to
point out per the motu proprio
“Summorum Pontificum” pronounced by Pope Benedict XVI
July 7, 2007, that, the “Tridentine
Mass” is now known as the “ex-
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LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

THE SAINTS: ST. CECILIA
Third
Century
Feast –
Nov. 22
This popular
saint is patron of
music and
musicians
and is often depicted playing an
organ or singing. Although she
wished to consecrate her life to

AUXILIARY Bishop James
Conley celebrates the extraordinary form of the Latin-rite Mass
at the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception Nov. 9.

God, her father wanted her to
marry. Cecilia was betrothed to
a pagan man and at her wedding sat alone singing and praying that she remain only in
God’s service. Her husband,
Valerian, convinced she was sincere in her faith, converted to
Christianity. Many others were
converted because of their witness. Valerian and Cecilia were
slain because of their commitment to Christianity.
© 2008 CNS

Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize that
the opinions expressed in letters to the
editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Letters
containing plainly misstated facts,
misinformation or libelous statements
will not be printed. Unsigned letters will
not be printed. Letters will be edited.
Send letters to: Editor, Denver Catholic
Register, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO
80210 or fax to 303-715-2045. E-mail
us at: editor@archden.org.
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b. The monks had complained
about the lack of recreation
facilities;

This basilica is
sometimes known
as ‘without the
walls’—why?

c. The Church had to lock men up
to force them to become priests.

BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON

a. Gothic references;

In November the Church
commemorates the basilicas of Sts.
Peter and Paul. This quiz looks at
the lesser known of these two.
1. Which St. Paul is associated
with this basilica?
a. St. Paul, the 13th pope after
Peter;
b. St. Paul, the Apostle to the
Gentiles;
c. St. Paul Scotia, first martyr in
Scotland.
2. Why was the site chosen for
this basilica?
a. It was cheap and there was a
realty slump;
b. We do not know;
c. The site was traditionally
associated with the death of Paul.
3. Tradition holds that Paul was
beheaded. Why was he not
crucified like Jesus and Peter?
a. He was not tall enough to be
able to fit on a standard cross;
b. He was a rabbi so was exempt
from pagan executions;
c. He was a Roman citizen and so
exempt from crucifixion.
4. This basilica is sometimes known
as “without the walls”—why?
a. The faithful kept chipping away
souvenirs so the walls vanished;
b. Due to the excellent climate
colonnade, not walls, were used;
c. It was outside the walls of Rome.
5. Who ordered the site
examined?
a. Constantine;
b. Pope Sixtus VI;
c. Gregory the Great.
6. Who consecrated the basilica
that was built there?
a. Constantine;
b. Pope Sylvester;
c. Pope Tweedy.
7. When was this?
a. the second century;
b. the third century;
c. the fourth century.
8. The basilica was added by later
churchmen, often for prestige,
but these practical items were
added in the ninth century:
a. swimming pools;
b. defensive walls;
c. dungeons.
9. Why were these necessary?
a. Italy more and more was prone
to wars and invasions;

10. As with most buildings added
to over a long period of time, the
architecture reflects different
styles. The basilica has all but this
in its décor:

b. Byzantine style;
c. Eire Nua “Ogham” calligraphy.
11. Attention was gradually
diverted from St. Paul’s Basilica
by the building of this:
a. The Basilica of St. Peter;
b. The Roman Forum;
c. The Cathedral of the Cathars.
12. After the basilica was
destroyed in a fire it was:

a. rebuilt to match the newer
basilicas;

c. volcano, the only one in central
Italy.

b. rebuilt to duplicate what had
been there, as much as possible;

14. Archeologists working at the
site in recent times believe they
discovered this:

c. left as a ruin and a testimony to
the futility of Italian nationalism.
13. At the site today there is an
active:
a. Benedictine monastery;
b. Muslim community;

a. the oldest Neanderthal Christian;
b. the tomb of St. Paul;
c. The Holy Grail.
ANSWER: 1.b, 2.c, 3.c, 4.c, 5.a,
6.b, 7.c, 8.b, 9.a, 10.c, 11.a, 12.b,
13.a, 14.b
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Bishops cite abortion deregulation fears in postelection statement
BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

BALTIMORE
(CNS)—Fears
about laws and changes in regulations on abortion that might
advance
under
a
new
Democratic-run Congress and
White House are the central focus
of a statement approved by the
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops Nov. 12 during its annual
fall meeting.
The majority of the 830-word,
untitled statement focuses on
concerns about the possible
passage of the Freedom of
Choice Act, calling it “an evil law
that would further divide our

country” and adding that the
Church “should be intent on opposing evil.”
It warns against interpreting
the outcome of the Nov. 4 elections as “a referendum on abortion” and says “aggressively proabortion policies, legislation and
executive orders will permanently alienate tens of millions of
Americans.”
The statement was crafted during the bishops’ meeting in
Baltimore and involved a total of
nearly three hours of discussion
during executive and public sessions Nov. 11. Under USCCB policies, statements drafted outside
the usual committee approval
process may be issued by the
conference president on behalf of
the bishops.
The final product was written
under the supervision of Cardinal
Francis E. George of Chicago,
USCCB president, after the bishops weighed in with recommendations about its content, tone
and writing style. After an
overnight writing session, the
statement was read by Cardinal
George to the body of bishops,
who greeted it with applause.
Among other meeting actions,
the bishops approved a statement on the economy, a blessing
for children in the womb and a
second section of the Roman
Missal translation. They gave five

CNS PHOTO/NANCY WIECHEC

U.S. BISHOPS go about their work Nov. 11 at the annual fall meeting
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops in Baltimore. At top from
left is conference vice president Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas of Tucson,
Ariz., president Cardinal Francis E. George of Chicago and Msgr.
David Malloy, USCCB general secretary. Henry M. Robert III, the
meeting's parliamentarian, is at right.
task forces the authority to devel- they reminded people that “we are
op church priorities up to 2011 our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers.
on issues ranging from strength- We are all in this together.”
Adopted in a voice vote, the
ening marriage to addressing culbrief statement released by
tural diversity in the church.
They also approved a budget of Cardinal George on behalf of the
$144 million, a 2.25 percent in- bishops noted that “hard times
crease from 2008, and they elected can isolate us or they can bring us
a conference secretary-elect and together.”
“As pastors and bishops, we see
chairmen-elect for five committees: pro-life activities, cultural di- the many human and moral conversity, communications, doctrine sequences of this crisis,” the
statement said. Though the imand national collections.
In their statement on the eco- pact of the crisis is greater in
nomic crisis, approved Nov. 11, some regions of the country, families all across the nation are losing their homes, workers are losing their jobs and health care covThe Lord erage, retirement savings are
threatened and people are losing
did not
the sense of hope and security, it
call us to continued.
But the Church will continue to
“reach out to those in need, stand
judge
with those who are hurt, and
one
work for policies that bring
greater compassion, accountaanother. bility and justice to economic
life,” the statement said. The
He
bishops concluded by offering
called us prayers for anyone who is “hurting, anxious or discouraged in
to love
these difficult times.”
Despite some continued critione
cism that the latest English
of the third edition
another. translation
of the Roman Missal is plagued
by obscure wording and sen-

tences that are too long, the U.S.
bishops approved another
lengthy section of the translation Nov. 11.
Needing affirmation by twothirds of the 264 Latin-rite U.S.
bishops, or 176 bishops, the
heavily amended translation of
the Proper of the Seasons—made
up of the proper prayers for
Sundays and feast days during
the liturgical year—received 189
votes in favor and 30 against.
During the bishops’ meeting in
Orlando, Fla., in June, the document failed to get the required
two-thirds majority.
Bishop Arthur J. Serratelli of
Paterson, N.J., chairman of the
bishops’ Committee on Divine
Worship, called the translation “a
step forward in the continual renewal of the liturgy” and said no
document was ever likely to receive the unanimous support of
the bishops.
The translation now goes to the
Vatican Congregation for Divine
Worship and the Sacraments for
“recognitio,” or confirmation.
The first section of the missal
came before the bishops in 2006
and was confirmed by the Vatican
earlier this year.
To fill a gap in existing prayer
books, the U.S. bishops overwhelmingly approved a liturgical
service in English and Spanish for
blessing children in the womb.
Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of
Louisville, Ky., praised the new
blessing as “a tangible way to witness pastorally and sacramentally to the life of the unborn child”
and said it could also serve as an
opportunity for parishes to bring
together expectant couples for
mutual support.
The document also must be
sent to the Vatican Congregation
for Divine Worship and the
Sacraments for “recognitio,” or
confirmation. The English-language version was approved 2231 and the Spanish-language version 224-0.
The U.S. bishops later chose
the Revised Grail Psalter produced by the monks of
Conception Abbey in Missouri
for liturgical use in the U.S.
The Nov. 12 vote was 203-5 in
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favor of accepting a recommendation of the USCCB
Committee on Divine Worship
to adopt the Grail Psalter for
use in all liturgical settings. The
decision also must be confirmed by the Vatican.
There was little debate before
the vote and no amendments
could be made to the translated
psalms.
In a report to the bishops Nov.
11, Auxiliary Bishop Roger P.
Morin of New Orleans explained
that the Catholic Campaign for
Human Development cut off
funding earlier this year to the
Association of Community
Organizations for Reform Now,
known as ACORN, for reasons
unrelated to the organization’s
current troubles over voter registration and partisan politics.
Bishop Morin, chairman of the
U.S. bishops’ subcommittee on
the CCHD, said the U.S. bishops’
domestic anti-poverty program
which supports community
groups in June suspended $1.13
million in previously authorized
grants to ACORN affiliates. No
new applications from ACORN
for the coming year were approved, he added.
Bishop Morin explained that
the CCHD action followed the
revelation June 2 that Dale
Rathke, the brother of ACORN
founder Wade Rathke, had embezzled nearly $1 million from
the organization and its affiliates
in 1999 and 2000. Dale Rathke
stepped down from his position

with the national organization in
June when the matter became
public; no charges were filed
against him.
That revelation “raised questions about transparency and
governance of ACORN,” Bishop
Morin told the bishops. CCHD
commissioned a forensic audit
to determine whether any of the
church’s funds had been stolen
or used inappropriately. A final
report is pending, but he said
the work so far has concluded
that “our funds were not involved with those embezzled at
the national office.”
In an action related to key priorities established earlier by the
bishops, the prelates agreed to
grant five task forces the authority to tackle issues ranging from
strengthening marriage to addressing cultural diversity in the
church through 2011 and approved a host of goals for each
task force for the next year.
The task forces are on faith formation and sacramental practice; strengthening marriage; the
life and dignity of the human person; cultural diversity in the
Church; and the promotion of vocations to the priesthood and
consecrated life.
The task forces are expected to
come back to the 2009 fall general assembly with detailed reports
about meeting the American
church’s agenda on these issues,
said Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas of
Tucson, Ariz., conference vice
president.

“It’s a tremendous investment
for the conference,” Bishop
Kicanas said. “These are more
than goals and objectives. These
are lifelong challenges.”
Several U.S. bishops who attended the Oct. 5-26 world Synod
of Bishops on the Bible in Rome
discussed the moving experience
they had and their rediscovery of
the beauty of the word of God.
They also said Pope Benedict XVI
was present during much of the
synod and was attentive to what
was being said.
Almost lost in the busy Nov. 11
afternoon session was the 2009
USCCB budget. The bishops approved a budget of $144 million, a
2.25 percent increase from 2008.
In one of the few votes on the
meeting’s first day, Nov. 10, the
bishops agreed to a revised
process for submitting “varia”—
new issues that an individual
bishop or group of bishops would
like to see considered by the full
body. The new process was designed to allow for flexibility but
conform to criteria established
under the USCCB reorganization
last year.
The bishops also decided by
voice vote to review the USCCB
regulations on statements and
publications in light of the reorganization. Revised regulations
were expected to be submitted to
the full body in June.

Bishop Murry of Youngstown
elected USCCB secretary-elect
BY NANCY FRAZIER O’BRIEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

BALTIMORE (CNS)—The U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops
now has a secretary and a secretary-elect. And they’re the same
person: Bishop George V. Murry
of Youngstown, Ohio.
In repeat elections Nov. 11,
Bishop Murry was elected to succeed himself in the post he has
held since last November.
Because he was filling the unexpired term of Bishop Gerald F.
Kicanas of Tucson, Ariz., who was
elected USCCB vice president in
November 2007, Bishop Murry
was eligible for another threeyear term.
Bishop Murry will begin a full
three-year term as secretary in
November 2009.
Using an electronic voting system, the bishops meeting in
Baltimore chose Bishop Murry
over Bishop Steven E. Blaire of
Stockton, Calif., by a vote of 119-76.
But the electronic system was
abandoned soon after, when more
than two dozen bishops said they
believed their voting pads were not
recording their votes properly. In a
written ballot later that day, Bishop
Contributing to this roundup Murry won again with 150 votes to
were Chaz Muth, Nancy Frazier Bishop Blaire’s 69.
Five chairmen-elect of USCCB
O’Brien and Patricia Zapor.

CNS PHOTO/NANCY WIECHEC

BISHOP GEORGE V. MURRY of
Youngstown, Ohio, addresses the
annual fall meeting of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops in
Baltimore Nov. 11. In an unusual
turn of events, Bishop Murry was
elected to succeed himself as secretary of the conference, a post he
has held since last November.
committees also were chosen by
written ballot later Nov. 11 and will
head their respective committees
beginning in November 2009.
The committees and their new
chairmen-elect are:

See USCCB, Page 22
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School celebrates reading Machebeuf High makes Catholic High
School Honor Roll for third year

PHOTO PROVIDED

ST. LOUIS Catholic School in Englewood celebrated National
Young Readers’ Day on Nov. 11. Local celebrities came to read in
the classroom. Above: the second grade class listens to Alyssa
Fressle, a women’s basketball player at the University of
Colorado. Other readers included Kara Richards, a women’s basketball player at CU; Gloria Lodice, former kindergarten teacher
at St. Louis; Kacey McCaslin, St. Louis alum; Mary Bartek, principal at Good Shepherd School and children’s book author; and disc
jockey Kelly Ford of radio station KYGO.

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.—The
National Catholic High School
Honor Roll announced its fifth
selection of the best 50 Catholic
secondary schools in the United
States. Bishop Machebeuf High
School in Denver has made the
list for the third consecutive
year.
The purpose of the honor roll
is to recognize and encourage
excellence in Catholic secondary education. It is a critical resource for parents and educators that distinguishes those
schools that excel in three categories: academic excellence,
Catholic identity, and civic education.
This year’s list includes 10 new
honorees as well as eight
schools that have earned recognition in each of the honor roll’s
five years of existence. 2008
honorees range from newcomer
schools such as Knoxville
Catholic in Tennessee, to repeat
honorees such as Bishop
Machebeuf Catholic in Denver
and Holy Spirit Preparatory in

Atlanta. Texas and Michigan led
with six schools selected, followed by California, with four
schools. Nine different religious
orders sponsor honorees, including the Jesuits, Legionaries
of Christ, and Norbertines.
To see a list of the top 50
schools, as well as lists of the 10
honorable mention schools in
each
category,
visit
www.chshonor.org.
The honor roll is an independent project of the Acton
Institute, an international research and educational organization. It is produced in consultation with an advisory board
comprised of Catholic college
presidents
and
scholars.
Advisory board member Father
David M. O’Connell, president
of Catholic University of
America, said the honor roll’s
evaluation method is indispensable.
“Catholic schools must examine themselves on a regular
basis using a well-rounded approach that assesses adherence

to the Church’s educational calling,” he said. “The honor roll
strengthens schools by encouraging high standards and vibrant Catholicism.”
In its five years, the honor roll
has seen more than 50 percent
of America’s nearly 1,300
Catholic high schools participate at least once. This year
nearly 300 schools completed
the three detailed surveys that
measure a school’s adherence to
the Church’s educational mission. Each school also receives
an evaluation to see how it compares to other schools nationwide.
The best schools demonstrate
a balanced excellence, which includes an active Catholic culture, sound college preparation
and integration of Church
teaching in all departments.
These schools also display
sound moral, catechetical and
civic formation that prepares
students for vocations in the
world as political, religious, scientific, and business leaders.

CCHD, Catholic Campaign for Human
Development, collection set Nov. 23
WASHINGTON—The Catholic
Campaign
for
Human
Development 2008 Collection
will occur Nov. 22-23, the weekend before Thanksgiving, in
most dioceses of the United
States, including Denver.
As he announced the annual
appeal and collection, Auxiliary
Bishop Roger Morin of New
Orleans, chairman of the
Bishops’ Subcommittee on the
Catholic Campaign for Human
Development, urged Catholics
to participate.
“The current economic situation is squeezing everyone in
our country. For some of us that
means more careful planning
when we take the car to do errands, cutting back on restaurant dinners, and postponing
discretionary purchases,” said
Bishop Morin. “For millions of
Americans who live on the edge
of poverty in the best of times, it
means making wrenching
choices every month about
feeding their families, paying
their rent, and getting necessary
medical care.”
“The Catholic Campaign for
Human Development helps the
working poor and others who
are trying to keep their heads
above these turbulent waters. In
the name of all of the Catholics
in the United States, CCHD
fights poverty and challenges in-

justice,” Bishop Morin said.
In 2007, the campaign raised
almost $14 million. Recent
CCHD grant recipients include
Tenants and Workers United in
Alexandria, Va., the Northern
Plains Resource Council in
Montana, and the Interfaith
Coalition
for
Action
Reconciliation and Empowerment in Jacksonville, Fla.
Since 1970, CCHD has supported more than 4,000 small
self-help projects initiated and
led by poor people throughout
the United States. Funds raised
during the annual collection
have been used in dioceses in all
50 states, the District of
Columbia, Puerto Rico and the
Virgin Islands.
Ralph McCloud, the campaign
director, said, “CCHD is effective
because we help people break
the crushing cycle of poverty by
devising and implementing
their own solutions. In some
communities, poverty and injustice are best fought with sustainable jobs and affordable
housing. In other areas, people
need safe neighborhoods and
youth programs before they can
tackle other issues. People in a
community know what they
need. We help them obtain it.”
The Catholic Campaign for
Human Development has provided more than $280 million in

grants in 38 years. Most of the
funds come from the annual collection and are allocated to community and economic development projects submitted to the
national office for consideration.
Individual dioceses retain 25 percent of the collection to fund
local self-help initiatives.
The U.S. Census Bureau estimates that some 37 million people, or 12.7 percent of the U.S.
population, live in poverty. This
is one out of every eight individuals.
“Poverty takes a tremendous
toll on the human spirit,” said
Bishop Morin, “and CCHD’s
ceaseless efforts to help people
lift themselves out of poverty are
a contemporary and practical
example of living the Gospel.
CCHD also challenges those ‘to
whom much has been given’ to
learn about the root causes of
poverty and injustice and work
to eliminate them.”
More information on CCHD’s
nationwide effort to break the
cycle of poverty is available at
the CCHD Web site at
usccb.org/cchd.
The Bishops’ Subcommittee
on the Catholic Campaign for
Human Development is part of
the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops’
Committee
on
Domestic Justice and Human
Development.
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Longmont parish to build new church
BY JOHN GLEASON

There’s a new Catholic church
in Longmont’s future.
Actually, the project is construction of a new $4.5 million
facility for St. Francis of Assisi
Parish, which will have the distinction of being the first
Catholic church built in
Longmont in 125 years.
Father Frank Maroney, V.F.,
pastor at St. Francis for the past
four years, said the population
of Longmont, like other communities along the Front Range,
continues to grow and the time
for a new facility is at hand.
First organized in 1982 the
parish, then called Spirit of Peace,
shared facilities with Westview
Presbyterian Church. Father
Maroney said that over the years
the relationship between the two
churches was good, but as time
went on and the city’s population
continued to increase, the two
churches found themselves in
scheduling conflicts.
“When I became pastor here
in 2005, I was given a simple directive by Archbishop (Charles)
Chaput: grow the parish to serve
the Catholic community of
Longmont,” the pastor recalled.
“It was time.”
A year ago, the Catholic parish
moved from its original location
at 1500 Hover Road to an inter-

AN ARTIST’S rendition of the future St. Francis of Assisi Church in
Longmont. Ground breaking is expected to take place in three years.
im site at 2410 B Trade Centre
Ave., three miles to the south. As
a sign of their new start, parishioners selected St. Francis of
Assisi as their patron and renamed the parish in his honor.
In the last year the number of
parish families grew from 300 to
nearly 500.
Parishioner Yvonne Greenwald said that it is time for the
parish to move forward with
building its own church.

“There is an excitement
among the people,” Greenwald
said. “When discussion first
came up about a new church,
support from the community
was nothing short of overwhelming.”
The two-phase plan calls for an
initial ground breaking in
October 2011, with plans for
completion a year later. Phase I
will include the building of a worship space with seating for 450;

classrooms, a meeting room, a
youth and music room, some office space, a small kitchen and a
meditation courtyard.
Down the road, Phase II calls
for construction of a sanctuary
with seating for 1,000. The initial worship space will then be
converted to a parish hall, and
remodeling and expansion will
be done to the classrooms and
office space.
This is the first new church
construction Father Maroney has
been a part of. He admits that the
plan is ambitious and a bit
daunting. He credits his parishioners’ for the support that has
brought the project this far.
“Everything that we’ve done in
the last three years has been a
simple step-by-step process,” he
said. “What could be seen as a
long time goes fast when the
whole parish is involved.”
Funding for the project comes
from a four-year capital campaign, which will give the parish
sufficient time to collect the required funds before ground is
broken, in this case, $2.25 million. The Archdiocese of Denver
requires 50 percent of the total
amount be collected before construction begins.
Despite the economic downturn, parishioners have pledged
generously to the campaign.
Kicked off Nov. 9, $1.25 million
has already been pledged.
“The backing of the parish is
strong,” Greenwald said. “And
we’re looking to the future.”

BRIEF
Abbey retreat to
teach Gregorian chant
A workshop on Gregorian chants
will be held at the Benedictine
Abbey of St. Walburga in Virginia
Dale, Colo., the weekend of Nov.
21-23. The retreat, conducted by
Sister Hildegard Dubnick, O.S.B.,
will present some theory and practice to deepen one’s understanding
of and appreciation for this powerful art form. Familiarity with modern music notation is helpful, but
not required.
The retreat will focus on psalms
and antiphons: chants of the
Divine Office rather than chants of
the Mass. There will be examples of
Latin psalmody, the Gregorian musical modes and their respective
tones, and simple ways to chant
psalms in English.
Participants will have the opportunity to attend liturgies with
the nuns, where chanting in both
English and Latin can be experienced in its natural setting of worship.
The Abbey of St. Walburga is located 35 miles north of Fort
Collins at 32109 North U.S.
Highway 287. Cost of the retreat is
$175, which includes private
room for two nights and meals. A
pre-registration and deposit of
$40 (applicable toward total) are
requested to secure a reservation.
Call 970-472-0612 or visit online
at walburga.org.
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Many hands make light work: volunteers Late homeless remembered
are needed for Father Woody events

PATTI
BARRETT
prays for the
homeless
who have
died recently
during a memorial service at Father
Woody’s
Haven of
Home Nov.
17. A friend of
Barrett’s was
among those
remembered
at the liturgy.

BY JOHN GLEASON

For many needy families, the
annual Father Woody Christmas
Party for the Homeless means a
hot meal and toys for their children. The longtime Denver tradition will be held next month at
the Sheraton Hotel in Denver.
Co-sponsored by Holy Ghost
Church, the Archdiocese of
Denver, the Daniels Fund and
Regis University, the event was
started 27 years ago by Father
C.B. Woodrich. Affectionately
called Father Woody, the priest
was a life-long advocate of care
and service to the homeless.
Father Woody, a cofounder of
Samaritan House homeless
shelter, began the Christmas
party while he was pastor at
Holy Ghost Church.
Although he died 17 years ago,
Father Woody’s legacy of service
to the poor continues.
“Each year we seem to have
more to do and more people to
do it for,” said Victoria McCabe,
a Regis professor and organizer
of the party. “We average 3,000
people a year at this event. They
begin showing up before dawn
and line around the block waiting for the door to open.”
Last year, in spite of singledigit temperatures, more than
2,300 people came for the meal.

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

A PHOTOGRAPH of Msgr. C.B. Woodrich, affectionately called
“Father Woody,” graces last year’s Father Woody’s Christmas
Party for the Homeless.
They were entertained with
carol singing and everyone received gifts. Children got to visit
with Santa.
“Father Woody wanted every
child to leave with at least two
gifts,” McCabe said, “one of
those being a toy. Collection of
donations and shopping for gifts
are a year-round effort. In fact,
my shoppers begin right after
Christmas, taking advantage of
the post-holiday bargains.”
But before any gifts can be
handed out, McCabe added
with a smile, they have to be

TO VOLUNTEER
For the Father Woody
Christmas party, call 303-7153154; leave a message with
your name and phone number.

wrapped. McCabe organizes annual wrapping parties where as
many as 5,000 gifts are decorated with festive paper, bows and
ribbons.
“We take over part of the dining hall in the student center at
Regis,” McCabe said, “and spend
the day wrapping presents. It’s
quite a project.”
Wrap parties are set from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Nov. 22 at Regis
University and 10 a.m.-3 p.m. on
Dec. 20 at the Sheraton Hotel
(formerly the Adam’s Mark) at
1550 Court Place. Anyone wishing to help with either wrapping
party can just show up.
Volunteers for the Christmas
party are needed as well.
“The Daniels Fund has always
shown up with many people to
help, as has the Catholic high
schools,” McCabe said. “We
have groups from many parishes and other organizations and
even individual families who
travel from great distances to be
a part of the party.”
McCabe can’t say enough
about the people who come to
help with this event.
“In a way, it’s word defying,”
she said. “You do it once and you
can’t imagine life without it. It’s a
gesture of generosity and compassion; you feel closer to Father
Woody and like you’re truly following in the path of Christ.”
The Father Woody Christmas
Party will be held on Dec. 21 at
the Sheraton Hotel. Volunteers
need to be at the hotel by 8:30
a.m. and must be willing to stay
until the party ends, usually by 3
p.m. Those wishing to volunteer
for this party must R.S.V.P. at
303-715-3154 and leave their
name and number on the voice
mail.

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

More than 50 people gathered
at Father Woody’s Haven of
Hope on the morning of Nov. 17
to remember the homeless who
have recently died. The day
shelter is operated by the
Franciscan Friends of the Poor.
The prayer service consisted
of Scripture readings and songs
and was a celebration of love
and affection, said Sister
Francine Schwarzenberger, O.P.,
Haven of Hope house manager.
“In the last month and a half
we’ve had seven of our guests
die,” the Dominican sister said.
“Many of our guests have known
each other for years. We thought
this was a good way to say goodbye to those who’ve gone.”
Jason Dix is the office manager for Haven of Hope. He said
the shelter has held such a services before.
“Last summer two of our

guests passed away and we held
a similar service for them in
June,” he said. “Whenever we
get information from the
Colorado Coalition for the
Homeless or Health and Human
Services regarding a death, we
want to acknowledge it in some
form if they were in fact ever
guests of our organization.”
Father Woody’s Haven of
Hope, located at 1101 W. 7th Ave.
in Denver provides many services to the poor and homeless including hot meals, hot showers,
medical co-pays, travel assistance and laundry service. The
shelter accepts donations from
local business, grocers, churches, restaurants and individuals
to continue their work. Anyone
wishing to make a donation can
contact the shelter online at frwoodyshavenofhope.org or by
calling 303-607-0855.

Petition to protect unborn
Next month will mark the 60th
anniversary of the United
Nations’ Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. In that 1948 document, the UN’s General
Assembly recognized the dignity
and inalienable rights of all members of the human family as a
foundation of justice and peace
in the world.
The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights calls for the right to
life, liberty and security of the person. But on Dec. 10, the anniversary of this proclamation, proabortion advocates plan to deliver
a petition that would attempt to interpret the declaration so as to exclude the unborn. Their hope is to
have hundreds of thousands of signatures from around the world attached to that petition.
This year worldwide, approximately 42 million abortions are
performed—nearly 115,000 a
day—with more than 8 out of 10

happening in developing countries.
In an effort to countermand the
pro-abortion effort, the Catholic
Family and Human Rights
Institute (C-FAM) is circulating
an online petition which urges
that the declaration be interpreted to include the unborn.
Founded in 1997, C-FAM monitors social policy at the United
Nations. The organization is committed to protecting the dignity of
the human person. Stressing that
every human being has the right
to life, from conception to natural
death, the petition calls on all
governments to interpret the
1948 document so that everyone
has the right to life, liberty and
the security of person.
The petition can be found at cfam.org. People are being urged by
the organization to not only affix
their names to the petition, but to
encourage others to do the same.
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Program helps veterans
access financial aid for
in-home services
BY JOHN GLEASON

As the number of our nation’s
veterans increases, many of the
men and women who have
served our country are finding
themselves in need of basic
human services.
Veterans make up 8 percent of
our population; that’s 23.5 million people of which nine million are over the age of 65. Many
are in need of nursing care.
Often these veterans are elderly
or so severely injured they find it
impossible to perform simple
household chores. Fortunately,
there are places where those
who have served our country
can go for help.
The Veterans Express Program
is a free national service which
assists families who need help in
caring for veteran loved ones.
The program helps people navigate the sometimes complex application process for Veterans
Administration benefits. Often
the process is so convoluted
many families just give up and
never receive financial aid, according to Peter Ross, founder of
the Baltimore-based Senior
Helpers, which administers the
program.
“If a family is qualified, this
program will help them through
every step of the process until
they receive the money they deserve,” Ross said.
For Fran and Bill Detweiler,
the Veterans Express Program
means not only help in household chores, but transportation
to the store on a weekly basis.
Bill, 87, and Fran, 79, are both
Air Force veterans. The newlyweds, who met and married at
the Veterans Hospital two years
ago, lived on their Social
Security in an apartment in
Aurora until Bill suffered a severe heart attack a month ago.
“Right now he’s at the Veterans
Hospital in Denver,” explained
Fran. “He’s doing better now—
good days and bad—but we’re
hopeful that soon he can move
back home.”
In order to be closer to her
husband, Fran moved to an
apartment in southeast Denver.
She doesn’t drive and sometimes
would get rides from the nurses,
but keeping house was proving
to be a challenge. Recently, she
read a flyer that told about the
Veterans Express Program. She
gave them a call, interviewers
came out for a brief evaluation
and within days Fran was getting the help she needed.
“They got me a housekeeper,”
she said, a joyous tone in her
voice, “someone who comes in
once a week to help with chores
around the house. They do

Knights aid tornado victims
IN SEPTEMBER, a total of
$16,800 was delivered to Our
Lady of Valley Knights of
Columbus Council 11575 in
Windsor, Colo., to help members
who were affected by a milewide tornado that struck the
town on May 22. Twenty-nine
Knights and their families were
eligible for the assistance. The
money was collected from
Knights councils and assemblies
throughout the state.

laundry, sweep the floor, clean
the bathrooms, take me to the
grocery store; and they’ve been
helping me figure out the bus
schedule so I can go visit Bill on
my own.”
Details and information on
Senior Helpers can be found online at seniorhelpers.com.

If a family is qualified, this
program will help them
through every step of the
process until they receive
the money they deserve.
Peter Ross,
founder of the Baltimore-based
Senior Helpers
But there are other local organizations which stand ready to
help those in need. The
Dominican Sisters Home Health
Agency has provided free inhome care, related services and
equipment to the Denver community since 1923, according to
Executive Director Donna Heath.
“The services we provide for
other people are also available
for veterans,” Heath said. “We
help provide services to veterans
who’ve exhausted their VA benefits and have inadequate income
to pay for more of them.”
Some of the services offered
by the Dominican Sisters are intermittent in-home health care,
housekeeping
programs,
durable medical equipment
loan programs and wellness
clinics that provide free screening, health information and education at no charge.
“We offer nine wellness clinics
around the greater metro area so
that we can provide quick feedback for people who are managing chronic disease,” Heath said.
“For many veterans, there’s an
access issue. They don’t drive
and are unable to make the
cross-town journey to the
Veterans Hospital for weekly
blood pressure monitoring.”
The expanded wellness clinics
provided over 10,000 patient contacts last year. More than 6,000
housekeeping visits were made
last year, which provided light
housekeeping, meal preparation,
laundry and shopping. Heath
said the need continues to grow.
“In many cases we’re talking
about very independent people
who just need a little help,” she
said. “They don’t want us to do
everything for them. Just a helping hand now and again.”
Information
on
the
Dominican Sisters Home Health
Agency can be found online at
dominicansisters.org, or by calling 303-322-1413.
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Be thankful.

SPECTRUM
GENERAL
CONTRACTORS

(Colossians 3:15)

Residential & Commercial
Construction
Specializing in client
satisfaction

Inspire us, Holy Spirit,
to be grateful for Your gifts.

5135 East 38th Avenue
Denver, Colorado 80207
303-329-8003 Phone
303-329-8032 Fax
www.spectrumgc.com

Happy Thanksgiving!

Providing clean, economical
electrical energy for over 70 years.

(303) 659-0551 (800) 468-8809
18551 E. 160th Ave., Brighton 80601

Owners - Tom and Chris Cella

Let our hearts be grateful as we
consider how the grace of God
saves us each day from the snares
the enemy sets in our path.

Publisher of the
Archdiocesan Calendar and
Official Catholic Directory

Golden
Bell
Press
Printer and
Publisher

(303) 755-5211
Over 60 styles of fence designs!
60 Years. Family Owned.

(303) 296-1600

Call for a FREE personal presentation.

Specializing in 40’’ 4-Color Work

DR. ROBERT
SPRINGS, M.D.

PATSY BROWN

Family Practice
4120 Federal Blvd. 303-455-4761

Accepting
Medicaid and
Medicare

Mon. and Thu.: 8:00 a.m.- 9:00 p.m.
Tue. and Wed.: 8:00 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.
Fridays: 8:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.

I give you thanks, my Jesus, for your decision to become perfect Man, with a Heart
which loved and is most loveable; which loved unto death and suffered; which was filled
with joy and sorrow; which subjected itself heroically to duty and acted with mercy.
I give you thanks, my Jesus. Give us hearts to measure up to yours!
- St. Josemaría Escrivá

The Affordable French Restaurant
• Full Service Renovation of Kitchen & Bath
• Design & Installation for New Construction

LE
CENTRAL

Showroom at 66 South Logan

303-744-9110
T.J. Kesicki, CKD, IIDA

THE EGAN
PRINTING COMPANY
Good Printing for over 118 Years
Your source for four
color offset printing
and digital printing
1245 Elati St. • Denver, CO 80204

(303) 534-0171

PLEASE
CONSIDER US
FOR YOUR
PRINTING
NEEDS

BON
APPETIT!

112 E. 8th at Lincoln • 303-863-8094
A Classic Thanksgiving: 11:00 to 5:00 p.m., reservations recommended
All you care to eat: $24.95 per person, $12.95 for children under 12
Classic Thanksgiving To-Go: Serves 8-10 guests, $120.00
Order by Mon., Nov. 24th / Pick-up Thanksgiving morning between
10:30-11:00 a.m.

JERSEY STREET
LIQUORS
928 Jersey St., Denver

Your Denver Native
Real Estate Advisor
Put my experience
to work for you!
Visit www.ExperienceDenver.com
Denver's best Real Estate website!

(303) 883-2495
patsy@ExperienceDenver.com

Waterworks Carwash
10-12 Minutes for
Complete Wash
Complete Auto
Detailing
Gift
Certificates
Available

Full
Ser vice W ash

$799 and Up
276 Broadway
(303) 733-5349

www.carwash-waterworks.com

See us
for all your
holiday needs...

(303) 322-0121
Owner:Alex Pappas
Great Selection of Wine & Beer

Bonnie Brae Wine & Liquor
785 S. University Blvd. (303) 733-7261

Hotchkiss Auto Repair
6918 E. Colfax Ave.
Denver, Colorado 80220

Phone: 303-780-7747
Toll Free: 866-779-1010
Fax: 303-780-7764

MAJOR
HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING
REFRIGERATION GEOTHERMAL

6:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

We’ll take care of your
AC and heating needs!
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL
Family owned & operated for 38 years

100% Money Back Guarantee

303-424-1622
6285 West 48th Avenue, Denver

970-870-0983
Steamboat Springs
Our tech’s wear shoe covers
or your service call is free.
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Thanksgiving

GUEST COLUMN

As you give, so shall you receive
Receiving the
sweetest of gifts on
Thanksgiving
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

One fall Friday evening four
years ago, on the way to our
cabin, my family discovered a
wonderful new candy store
when we stopped to stretch at a
roadside plaza.
I subsequently wrote a sliceof-life vignette about our experience: how the store contained
hundreds of varieties of sweets,
many of them hard to find; how
poring over the selection revived special memories of childhood treats; and how nice the
owner was to my family, who
had arrived moments before
closing time. I submitted the
piece to my local newspaper,
and it was published a short
time later.
Since we weren’t expecting
to return to the cabin for a while,
I mailed the owner a clipping,
along with a brief note. Then I
forgot about it.
Two weeks later, just before
dinner, my husband ceremoniously placed in my arms a siz-

able cardboard carton weighing
at least ten pounds. It had been
delivered by courier.
Puzzled, I quickly opened the
box to discover dozens of varieties of sweets.
It was a miniature candy store
in a box. Every item I had mentioned in my article was there,
plus many others.
Even more amazing, though,
was the enclosed handwritten
letter from Rita, the candy
shop’s owner.
She eloquently wrote about
how, on the Friday afternoon
following publication of my article (of which she’d been unaware), customers began arriving in much greater numbers
than usual. This continued on
Saturday.
At one point every person
who walked into the store over a
four-hour period mentioned my
newspaper vignette as the reason for their being there.
Many of these first-timers had
the article in hand. Knowing the
store was outside the newspaper’s circulation area, several offered up their original or a photocopy. Many more who didn’t
have the article with them offered to mail it when they returned home. (By the time she

wrote the letter, Rita had more
than a dozen copies.) She and
her staff were overwhelmed.
The heightened traffic flow repeated itself the next weekend.
Up until then, sales had been
disappointing, and Rita had
been worried about the store’s
future. The surprise publicity
and increased business resulting from the candy store vignette gave her cause for optimism.
And so she continued to expand her selection of treats—to
more than 900 varieties by the
end of that first year.
Meanwhile, Rita had to order
extra stock to maintain her supply of humbugs and other candies I had singled out in the article. The increase in sales helped
offset some of her initial startup costs. (Today the store is
flourishing; its variety of sweets
now numbers in the thousands,
and there’s a Web site with international ordering.)
Little did I know when I
penned the candy store vignette
that it would have such an impact. I was simply writing an anecdote about a memorable family experience, aiming to entertain rather than inform. My
mention of the shop’s location

From Page 3

was incidental.
The unexpected feedback
boosted my confidence as a
freelance writer, and gave me a
renewed appreciation of—and
excitement about—the power of
the written word. It was gratifying to realize that, however inadvertently, I was able, through
my writing, to help the owner of
a fledgling business.
That she took the time and effort to let me know this, and to
thank me in such a big way, was
truly heart-warming. Moreover,
Rita thoughtfully passed along
customers’ positive comments
about my newspaper articles.
I was moved to tears by the
time I finished the last paragraph. Only then did I realize
that the date on her letter was
Thanksgiving Day.
What
a
wonderful
Thanksgiving gift the candy
store vignette turned out to be—
for both of us.
It also served as a powerful reminder that seemingly small endeavors can have a big impact.
You just never know when, or
how.

CNS PHOTO ILLUSTRATION COURTESY SOUTHERN NEBRASKA REGISTER

THE FOODS of the secular
Thanksgiving feast are pictured
with the spiritual food of the
Eucharist—the word in Greek
means gratitude or thankfulness.
At Mass on Thanksgiving Day—
Nov. 27 this year—many liturgies
give special regard to spiritual
and earthly sustenance.
why we gather as friends and
family like the first pilgrims—for
the original American experience
is something that continues on
with us. We like our forefathers
are invited to see the providence
of God, even in the midst of life’s
difficulties, and seeing this providence we have reason to raise
our hearts together in thanksgiving, a communion of praise that
leads to and flows from the
thanksgiving of Christ himself.

Lisa M. Petsche is a
Anthony Lilles. S.T.D., is acafreelance writer specializing in demic dean at St. John Vianney
spirituality and family life.
Theological Seminary in Denver.

18 l FILM & TV

NOVEMBER 19, 2008 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Holocaust film ‘The Boy in the Striped
Pajamas’ a luminous adaptation of book
BY JOHN MULDERIG

NEW YORK (CNS)—The
heart-rending paradox central
to the Holocaust-themed fable
“The Boy in the Striped
Pajamas” (Miramax) is symbolized by its opening montage.
After pulling away from a fluttering Nazi banner, the camera
follows a carefree group of
German children, their arms
outstretched to imitate planes,
as they run through the streets
of Berlin and eventually pass,
without pause, an apartment
building whose Jewish residents
are being deported.
At the head of this heedless
parade is 8-year-old Bruno (Asa
Butterfield), who arrives home
to find his mother (Vera
Farmiga) preparing for a party.
Bruno’s SS officer father (David
Thewlis) has been promoted
and the family, Bruno is crestfallen to learn, is moving to
Dad’s new command. By contrast to their warm, old-fashioned Berlin residence, their
new house is a suggestively forbidding Modernist affair surrounded by woods.
Isolated and bored, Bruno is
also confused by the sight,
glimpsed from his bedroom
window, of what he takes to be a
nearby farm populated by people who wear their pajamas all
day. It is, of course, a concentration camp and, though forbidden to do so by his mother,

CNS PHOTO/MIRAMAX

ASA BUTTERFIELD and Vera Farmiga star in a scene from the
movie "The Boy in the Striped Pajamas." The USCCB Office for
Film & Broadcasting classification is A-II—adults and adolescents.
The Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG-13—parents strongly cautioned. Some material may be inappropriate for
children under 13.
Bruno
goes
exploring.
Eventually, he comes upon
Shmuel (Jack Scanlon), a sickly
looking boy whom he befriends
despite the electric fence that
separates them.
Though Shmuel tries to describe life in the camp, Bruno
cannot associate his seemingly
gentle father with such inhumanity. He’s further perplexed
when his father sits calmly by
while their timid servant, Pavel
(David Hayman)—whose “pajamas” can be seen under his

street clothes—is hauled off to a
nearby room and beaten (off
camera) by his father’s frightening aide, Lt. Kotler (Rupert
Friend).
The juxtaposition of everyday
life with the most debased attack on human dignity is further
emphasized when Bruno’s sister, Gretel (Amber Beattie),
prays at bedtime for the sick and
the poor and when his mother—
in a moment Farmiga enacts
with beautiful subtlety—reluctantly thanks Pavel, a former
doctor, for helping Bruno after a
fall.

Bruno’s wide, unintentionally
accusing eyes take in everything, as his interaction with
both Pavel and Shmuel belies
the vicious anti-Semitism of his
tutor, Herr Liszt (Jim Norton).
In his luminous adaptation of
Irish writer John Boyne’s 2006
novel, which won both that nation’s Children’s Book of the Year
and People’s Choice Book of the
Year awards, writer-director
Mark Herman contrasts his protagonist’s innocence with the
brutal irrationality of the events
he uncomprehendingly witnesses.
The emotionally gripping climactic scene, though unsettling
and more than a little improbable, is discreetly handled and
therefore palatable, and brings
this humane parable of universal equality to an appropriate, if
harrowing, end.
The film contains mature thematic material, including a disturbing but nongraphic mass
extermination
scene.
The
USCCB Office for Film &
Broadcasting classification is AII—adults and adolescents. The
Motion Picture Association of
America rating is PG-13—parents strongly cautioned. Some
material may be inappropriate
for children under 13.
John Mulderig is on the staff of
the
Office
for
Film
&
Broadcasting of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops.
More reviews are available online at www.usccb.org/movies.

PBS documentary
explores Christ
and the first
Christians
BY HENRY HERX

NEW YORK (CNS)—Looking
back 2,000 years to the historical
world of Jesus as well as that of his
persecuted followers over the next
three centuries is the two-part
documentary, “From Jesus to
Christ: The First Christians,” to be
rerun in its entirety Tuesday, Dec.
2, 9:30 p.m.-1:30 a.m. EST on PBS
(check local listings).
Ever since the 1947 discovery of
the Dead Sea Scrolls, biblical
scholarship has been busy with
archaeological digs, the comparison of manuscripts and speculation over texts.
These activities have been accompanied by a rush to bring the
latest finding, no matter how tentative, to the public by translating
the complexities of specialized research into journalistic and, at
times, even tabloid prose.
Drawing on the input of 12 New
Testament scholars, this fourhour series tries to avoid the oversimplifications and slippery generalizations that have generated
controversy in the public arena.
This kind of research is prone to
misunderstanding because its results are often provisional rather
than definitive, apt to be discarded or refined as new discoveries
come to light.
In exploring the historical context of the Gospels, these scholars
confine themselves to the archaeological evidence and textual analysis rather than personal religious
convictions or the lack thereof.
Though some Christian viewers
will find this approach unedifying,
if not confusing, others may gain
new insights which deepen their
faith rather than undermine it.
Certainly the first two hours
provide a rich introduction to the
Jewish world into which Jesus was
born, all of which is helpful in
reading the Gospel accounts of
his life and mission.
What is central in the historical
context is the subjection of Judea
to Roman rule and the rise of political rebels and messianic sects
looking for a new kingdom to replace the old.
The second two hours examine
how the Gospel accounts came to
be written, the struggle between
differing Christian sects and the
emergence of Rome as the center
of the early Church.
Produced by Marilyn Mellowes
and directed by William Cran, the
series presents a secular account
of the rise of Christianity without
directly taking up the question of
Christ’s divinity, which is a matter
of faith and beyond the scope of
the series.
The series will, however, antagonize those who take a strictly literal

See Documentary, Page 19
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Scholarly works on Jesus offer complementary perspectives
BY BRIAN WELTER
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Father Gerard S. Sloyan’s “Jesus:
Word Made Flesh” and “Jesus: A
Portrait” by Jesuit Father Gerald
O’Collins offer complementary
rather than competing discussions on Jesus. Both are demanding, scholarly authors; Father
Sloyan closely analyzes the New
Testament account of Jesus,
while Father O’Collins starts with
theology before turning to the
biblical evidence.
Father O’Collins offers a faithbased approach that often reads
like a Sunday homily, making
the book slightly more accessible than Father Sloyan’s. He has
a sense of the Jesus of faith for
whom Christians hunger. He
therefore takes a liberal approach with filling in the gaps in
the record on Jesus’ life.
“Jesus embodied the message
of the divine kingdom before
preaching it,” Father O’Collins
writes. “His life at Nazareth expressed in advance the hidden,
humble quality of the kingdom.”
At this point, he turns to
Scripture to find something specific.
Father O’Collins loves to think
about the kinds of experiences
Jesus must have had. He takes
the interesting viewpoint that
we can learn about Jesus’ early
life from the parables, so many
of which were agricultural. Jesus
would have witnessed repeatedly and at close range the workings of vineyards and winemaking, sowing and harvesting, and
even dishonest management of
these operations, as attested to
by one of his parables.
This simplicity came through
more generally in Jesus’ personality and the “hereness and
nowness” of his approach. Jesus
did not concern himself with
history or old feuds, but with the
lives of the people he met every

Documentary
From Page 18
view of the Gospel accounts and
surely will irritate most historians
by using the clunky B.C.E. (Before
the Common Era) to replace the
commonly used and historically
correct B.C. (Before Christ).
As a presentation of the
“Frontline” series of investigative
reports on current affairs, this
scholarly probe into the historicity of Jesus and the development of
the early Church offers some tentative reflections on the birth of
Christianity at the beginning of
the third millennium.
Henry Herx is a retired director
of the Office for Film &
Broadcasting
of
the
U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops.
More reviews are available online
at www.usccb.org/movies.

BOOKS
“Jesus: Word Made Flesh” by
Gerard S. Sloyan. Liturgical
Press (Collegeville, Minn.,
2008). 194 pp., $19.95
“Jesus: A Portrait” by Gerald
O’Collins, S.J. Orbis (Maryknoll,
N.Y., 2008). 246 pp., $25

glory with the Father, with
whom every baptized member
in all the churches is in an intimate personal relation.”
Father Sloyan holds doctorates in both theology and
Scripture, so he naturally bases
CNS

THESE are the covers of "Jesus: Word Made Flesh" by Gerard S.
Sloyan and "Jesus: A Portrait" by Gerald O’Collins, S.J. The books
are reviewed by Brian Welter.
day. His language was “earthly”
and therefore accessible to the
poor, illiterate people who followed him.
Father O’Collins manages to
keep his focus on an intimate
portrayal of Jesus that is
nonetheless faithful to the
Church’s teachings and to the
biblical account. His faith-based
approach allows him to be pastoral with the reader, including
the following zinger, which is
more about Jesus’ followers
(and potential followers) than
about Jesus himself: “I continue
to suspect that it is the significance rather than the fact of
these miracles which poses a
problem for some or even many
people.”
Father Sloyan gets his theology about Jesus from a much
closer reading of the New
Testament witness than Father
O’Collins, and this can at times
bog things down. Rather than
presenting a coherent vision of
Jesus, which is most helpful in
the case of Father O’Collins, he

gives a coherent vision of the
New Testament writings.
In fact, the book is more about
the New Testament and how we
can interpret its various writings
than it is about Jesus. The reader
will probably be closer to the
Bible at the end of the reading,
but not necessarily closer to
Christ.
The book does offer some
thoughts that can help us more
deeply understand Jesus at a
personal level, though this
closely follows the New
Testament perspective, as in the
discussion of the Gospel of
Mark: “His (Jesus’) business was
to proclaim God his father, not
himself or the redemptive act, if
indeed he knew anything of it
beforehand.”
The author has interesting
things to say about Paul’s vision
of Jesus. This is a refreshing discussion, as Father Sloyan pushes the reader none too gently
past the 1970s’ Jesus-is-yourbest-friend spirituality, and invokes the view of “Christ now in

his theology on a close reading
of the various biblical Greek
writings. This makes for very energetic scholarship and advanced theology, as at a thirdyear university level. But it doesn’t offer much to those who
don’t have a more basic training
in the Bible or theology.
In this case, the more pastoral
and freely written book by
Father O’Collins does the trick.
Brian Welter is a freelance contributor to the B.C. Catholic, the
newspaper of the Archdiocese of
Vancouver, British Columbia,
and is studying for his doctorate
in systematic theology.
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Local woman professes first Professor-author
vows as Dominican sister to address Endow
NASHVILLE,
Tenn.—Twelve
young women professed the simple vows of poverty, chastity, and
obedience as Dominican Sisters of
St. Cecilia Congregation in
Nashville, Tenn., on July 28. Among
those who made their first profession was Sister Augusta Nickel, O.P.,
a former parishioner of Our Lady
of Loreto Catholic Church in
Foxfield, Colo.
Sister Augusta is the daughter of
Gary and Marie Nickel, also parishioners at Our Lady of Loreto
Catholic Church. She is a graduate
of Ponderosa High School and attended the College of St.
Benedict/St. John’s University.
Presently, Sister Augusta is studying at Aquinas College preparing
for the teaching apostolate.
The Mass for the Rite of First
Religious Profession was held at
the Cathedral of the Incarnation in
Nashville. Bishop David Choby
was the main celebrant and was
assisted by Msgr. Edward Buelt
from the Archdiocese of Denver.
In addition to the sisters making
first profession of vows, 11 young
women professed their perpetual
vows of poverty, chastity and obedience with the Nashville
Dominicans on July 25.
The Congregation of Dominican
Sisters of St. Cecilia in Nashville was
established in 1860, and the sisters
continue to live the apostolic and
contemplative way of life founded

luncheon on men,
women and love
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

PHOTO PROVIDED COURTESY THE DOMINICAN SISTERS OF ST. CECILIA

SISTER Augusta Nickle, O.P.,
made her first profession of
vows as a Dominican Sister of
Saint Cecilia Congregation in
Nashville, Tenn., on July 28.
Sister Augusta is a former
parishioner of Our Lady of
Loreto Catholic Church in
Foxfield, Colo.
by St. Dominic in the early 13th
century. The Sisters of St. Cecilia are
dedicated to the apostolate of
Catholic education. They teach in
34 schools throughout the United
States and Australia including St.
Vincent de Paul School and Bishop
Machebeuf High School in Denver.
The St. Cecilia Motherhouse is located in Nashville. For more information on the Dominican Sisters
of St. Cecilia Congregation, visit
their Web site at nashvilledominican.org.

Women of the archdiocese are
invited to the next Catholic
Professional Women’s Luncheon
sponsored
by
ENDOW,
(Educating on the Nature and
Dignity of Women). Special guest
speaker will be Edward Sri, associate professor of Scripture, theology and catechetics at the
Augustine Institute and author of
the recent book, “Men, Women
and the Mystery of Love.”
ENDOW is a nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting
the “new feminism” of the late
Pope John Paul II through study
groups
and
conferences.
Founded in Denver in 2003, the
organization now has a presence
in 24 other states and Italy. The
group is a Catholic educational
program that brings women together to discover their Godgiven dignity and to understand
their role in humanizing and
transforming society utilizing
study groups, conferences and
retreats to cultivate faith, fellowship and formation.
Sri’s book, published last year
by Servant Books, covers a wide
range of topics including friendship and attraction, how to know
if one is in a relationship of actual love and how to build greater
trust and intimacy in a relationship.
The luncheon will be held Dec.
18 at 11:30 a.m. at the Marriott
City Center, 1701 California St.,
Denver. Cost of the event is $40
per person. R.S.V.P. must be
made by Dec. 12 online at
EndowOnline.com.

ENDOW LUNCHEON
When: 11:30 a.m. Dec. 18
Where: Marriott City Center,
1701 California St., Denver
Cost: $40 per person
RSVP: EndowOnline.com
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U.S. SISTER Dorothy Stang, a member of the Sisters of Notre Dame
de Namur, is pictured in a 2004 file photo in Belem, northern Brazil.
The nun was 73 when she was murdered Feb. 12, 2005, on an isolated road near the Brazilian town of Anapu. She had lived in the country for nearly four decades and was known as a fierce defender of a
sustainable development project for the Amazon forest.

Film tells story of nun
murdered in Brazil
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Of the scores of films being
screened this year at the Denver
Film Festival, one of the most
poignant is the story of the murder
of a nun in the Brazilian jungle.
Narrated by actor Martin Sheen,
“They Killed Sister Dorothy,” is a
powerful testament to the work of
Sister Dorothy Stang, an American
nun who spent more than 30 years
in Brazil helping the poor and
working to prevent the destruction of the Amazon rain forests
through a sustainable development program.
While focusing on her execution-style murder by wealthy
ranchers opposed to her project
and the efforts to bring her killers
to justice, Sister Dorothy’s story
chronicles the difficulties in
achieving justice in a corrupt political system where those with
money have a great deal of power
and influence and justice is often
for sale as well as bringing into
focus some of the conflicts that
exist in Third World development
today.
The film aims to capture the
true spirit of decency inherent in
the Christian ideal, the filmmakers said.The film, which was three
years in the making, is a project of
local production company Just

FILM PREMIER
What: “They Killed Sister
Dorothy”
When: 1 p.m. Nov. 22
Where: King Center Theater,
Auraria campus, 855
Lawrence Way
Cost: $11

Media, a nonprofit organization
that produces social justice films,
primarily documentaries that
have aired on PBS and BBC.
Home Box Office will be added to
that list when the cable channel
broadcasts “They Killed Sister
Dorothy” in January.
The film’s director, Daniel
Junge said that when he first
heard about Sister Dorothy’s
story, he knew it had all the markings of a good movie.
“It was such a huge story internationally,” Junge said. “Not just as
a story about a murder, but because of the important issues associated with it: agrarian reform, rain
forest destruction and religious
freedom. It’s a retrospective of this
woman, her work and the future of
the programs that she founded.”
Junge said he was looking forward
to the Denver premier of the film.
“It’s great to show it to the
hometown crowd,” he said.
“They Killed Sister Dorothy”
will be screened at 1 p.m. Nov. 22
in the King Center Theater on the
Auraria campus, 855 Lawrence
Way in Denver. Cost of the event
is $11. Tickets can be purchased
in advance at denverfilm.org. On
the day of the show, tickets can be
purchased at the Starz Film
Center box office (until one hour
before show time) or from the box
office at the King Center one hour
before the show.
More information on this and
other films of the festival is available online at denverfilm.org.
Parking in the Auraria lot is free
for film festival attendees.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Annual St. Cecilia Mass: and blessing
of pastoral musicians at Sts. Peter and
Paul Church, 3900 Pierce St., Wheat
Ridge. Call 303-715-3156 for more information.
Nov. 21: 7 p.m.
Healing Mass: at Sacred Heart Parish,
2760 Larimer St., Denver. Call 303294-9830 for details.
Nov. 30: 2 p.m.
Immaculate Conception Daily Novena:
at St. Mary Church, 6853 S. Prince.
St., Littleton culminating with Mass of
Solemnity of Immaculate Conception.
Nov. 30- Dec. 8: 8 p.m.
Dec. 8: Mass 9 pm.
Eucharistic Holy Hour: for children at
Holy Trinity Church, 7595 Federal
Blvd., Westminster. Call 303-940-1313
for more information.
Sundays: 3 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Trees, Wreaths And Poinsettias: for
sale during Bishop Machebeuf High
School annual sale. Orders taken
GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
through Nov. 19 for Dec. 1 delivery.
Call 303-344-0082 Ext. 22.
Holiday Fundraiser: for Little Sisters
of the Poor, 3629 W. 29th Ave.,
Denver. Decorations, candy and baked
goods.
Nov. 21: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Nov. 22: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Annual Fair: at sponsored by altar
and Rosary Society at St. Rose of Lima
Church, 355 S. Navajo St., Denver.
Nov. 22-23
Annual Craft And Bake Sale: at Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Church, 3549
Navajo St., Denver. Over 20 crafters
and homemade goodies.
Nov. 22: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Nov. 23: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Craft And Bake Sale: at Our Lady of
Guadalupe Church, 1209 W. 36th Ave.,
Denver.
Nov. 30

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
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There is no guarantee of publication.
Holiday Wreath Sale And Bazaar: at
Good Shepherd Catholic School, 620
Elizabeth St., Denver. Stocking
stuffers also available.
Dec. 6: 9 a.m.
Christmas Ultreya: sponsored by
Denver Cursillo Movement at
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church,
11385 Grant Drive, Northglenn. All attending should bring one wrapped
gift. Call 303-521-2284 for details.
Dec. 6: 6:30 pm.
2008 Craft Fair: by Ladies Auxiliary
3268 of Knights of Columbus at 6910
York St., Denver. Crafts, food and
door prizes. Call 303-280-4845 for
details.
Dec. 6: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Dec. 7: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Trinity Treasures: craft fair and
bazaar at Holy Trinity Church, 3050 W.
76th Ave., Westminster. Gifts, food
and fun. Admission is $2 or 2 canned
food items. Call 303-427-5632 for details.
Dec. 13: 9 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 14: 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Catholic Book Club: to discuss “A
Month of Sundays” by Julie Mars in
Cardinal Stafford Library, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver.
Nov. 19: 5 p.m.
Christian Morality: adult faith program
at St. John the Baptist Church, 323
Collyer St., Longmont. Next topic:
“Life in Christ.” Call 303-776-0737
Ext. 145 for details.
Nov. 20: 5:30 p.m. - 6:45 p.m.
Gregorian Chant Retreat: at Abbey of
St. Walburga conducted by Sister

Hildegard Dubnick, O.S.B. Three-day
retreat will focus on psalms and antiphons, theory, chant notation. Cost
$175 , which includes room and meals.
Call 970-472-0612 for information and
reservations.
Nov. 21-23
Day Retreat For Married Couples: at
Holy Name Church, 3290 W. Milan
Ave., Englewood. Cost is $60 a couple
which includes meals. Call 303-6601904 for registration information.
Nov. 22. 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Know The Apostle To The Gentiles:
next St. Paul lecture at St. Anthony of
Padua Church, 3801 W. Ohio St.,
Denver. Adoration and benediction to
accompany lecture. Refreshments will
follow.
Dec. 2: 6:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Taste Of Advent Prayer Day: focusing
on the ancestors of Jesus at Most
Precious Blood Church, 2200 S.
Harrison St., Denver. Register by Nov.
25 by calling 303-756-3083.
Dec. 2: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Mini Retreat On The Holy Family: at St.
Vincent de Paul Church, 2375 E. Arizona
Ave., Denver. Cost is $15 per person.
RSVP by Dec. 10 to 303-744-6119.
Dec. 13: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Young Adult Advent Retreat: at St.
Malo Retreat Center in Allenspark, Co.
All between ages of 20-35 are invited.
Call 303-521-2753 for information and
to register.
Dec. 13-14
6th Annual Family New Year Retreat:
at St. Malo Retreat Center. Cost $180
for two day retreat plus meals.
Registration deadline is Dec. 15. Call
Wendy at 303-521-2753 for details.
Dec. 31- Jan 2.

Southwest Liturgical Conference: annual study week. Speakers, workshops and breakout sessions. Call
303-715-3156 for information.
Jan 14-17, 2009

Palm Sunday Pilgrimage To Holy Land:
led by Father Tomás Fraile C.R. of St.
Cajetan Parish. Call for information
303-480-1082.
March 26- Apr. 7, 2009

Courage: a group for those dealing
with homosexual feelings. Weekly
meetings for those seeking support in
living a chaste Christian life.
Anonymity assured. Call 720-4342638.

Pilgrimage To Holy Land: under the
guidance of Father Jerome Rohr of St.
Rose of Lima Parish. Call 303-7334764 for information.
Apr. 21- May 3, 2009

Support Group: for families of gay
and lesbian children meet at St.
Frances Cabrini Parish Community
House, 6673 W. Chatfield Ave.,
Littleton. Call 303-683-1718 for details.
First Wed. of month: 7 p.m.

Apostolic Pilgrimage: to Austria,
Germany and Italy led by Father
Gregory Ames V.F. of Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish. call 303-4522041 Ext 121 for information.
May 20- June 4, 2009

Support Group: for those who have
lost a child at St. Joan of Arc Church,
12735 W. 58th Ave., Arvada. Call
Kathleen for details 33-431-5278.
Every 2nd Wednesday of month

Year Of St. Paul Pilgrimage: to Greece
and Turkey with Father Grzegorz Cioch
V.F. Eighteen-day pilgrimage includes
7-day cruise on the Aegean Sea with
shore excursions. Call 303-773-8130
for information.
May 27 - June 8, 2009

PILGRIMAGES/TOURS

ENTERTAINMENT

Pilgrimage to Greece and Turkey:
sponsored by Franciscan University of
Steubenville. Pilgrims will be accompanied by Bishop Samuel Jacobs of
Houma-Thibodaux. Call 800-437-8368
for information.
March 9 - 20, 2009

Combined Christmas Concert: featuring musicians of several parishes to
be held at St Michael the Archangel
Church, 19099 E. Floyd Ave., Aurora.
Concert is free and reception will follow.
Dec. 6: 7 p.m.
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Conference
From Page 3

that are found in other museums, such as the two sardonyx
cups in the British Museum of
London that I discovered in
2001.
In
his
presentation,
Hesemann stated that the medieval legends about the Holy
Grail, such as Wolfram von
Eschenbach’s “Parzival,” do not
have their origin in the AngloSaxon stories about King Arthur,
but in the deep-rooted tradition
that the Cup of the Last Supper
was in Spain in the Middle Ages.
The first grail legends contain
many details that are completely identifiable with the morphology of the Holy Chalice, the
places where it was safeguarded
during the medieval era, and
historical personages.
Hesemann pointed out, for
example, that in the 13th century Eschenbach described the
Holy Grail as a stone cup filled
with radiance, which accurately
describes the Holy Chalice of
Valencia. The Chalice has veins
that have often been described

PHOTO PROVIDED

PANELISTS offer their conclusions at the first International
Conference on the Holy Grail Nov. 7-9.
as flames, especially when light
penetrates the transparency of
the agate stone. Eschenbach’s
cup has an inscription on the
base, just like the Holy Chalice.
In 12th century France, Crétien
de Troyes, the first author who
wrote a legend on the Holy
Grail, accurately described San

Juan de la Peña, the monastery
where the Chalice was kept from
1071 until 1399, including the
number of columns, arches and
chimneys in the main hall.
The congress concluded with
the statement that the evidence
in favor of authenticity was
overwhelming, that nothing

contradictory was demonstrated, and that the relic should
continue to be venerated in the
Cathedral of Valencia as the cup
used by Jesus at the Last Supper
as a symbol of the Catholic faith
in the Eucharist. The sponsors
of the conference resolved to
petition UNESCO that the Holy
Chalice of Valencia be declared
“patrimony of mankind” for future generations.
The conference was organized
with the collaboration of the
Order of Knights of the Holy
Sepulcher of Jerusalem, the
Foundation
“COSO,”
the
Catholic University of Valencia,
the
Spanish
Center
for
Sindonology,
and
the
Brotherhood and Confraternity
of the Holy Chalice.
A historical documentary “In
Search of the Grail. When Reality
is Hidden Behind the Legend”)
was produced by Radio
Televisión Valenciana (RTVV) to
coincide with the conference.
Noelia Bonifacio and Paloma
Insa recreated the history of the
Chalice, incorporating documentation from many of the
specialists who presented their
research at the conference.

USCCB
From Page 9

• Cultural Diversity: Coadjutor
Bishop Jaime Soto of Sacramento,
Calif.
• Communications: Auxiliary
Bishop Gabino Zavala of Los
Angeles.
• Doctrine: Archbishop Donald
W. Wuerl of Washington.
• National Collections: Bishop
Kevin J. Farrell of Dallas.
• Pro-Life Activities: Cardinal
Daniel N. DiNardo of GalvestonHouston.
Three bishops were chosen
from a field of six to serve on the
Catholic Relief Services board of
directors. The new board members are Auxiliary Bishop Martin
D. Holley of Washington,
Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio of
the U.S. Archdiocese for the
Military Services and Auxiliary
Bishop Daniel E. Flores of Detroit.
The other candidates for the
CRS board were Auxiliary Bishop
Oscar Cantu of San Antonio,
Auxiliary Bishop Joseph R.
Cistone of Philadelphia and
Bishop Frank J. Dewane of
Venice, Fla.
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