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SEEDS OF HOPE
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THE ST. ROSE OF LIMA School choir performs at the
Nov. 7 Evening of Hope benefit.

At gala, Seeds of Hope
announces bold
fundraising campaign
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

MOUNT OLIVET Cemetery was blessed on Sept. 25, 1892, as sacred burial space for the Archdiocese of Denver.
Since that time, more than 130,000 people have been buried there. It serves today as a majestic and historical
symbol of the Catholic faith. The Denver Archdiocese also operates St. Simeon Cemetery in Foxfield, which was
dedicated in 2004. Two parishes of the archdiocese also operate cemeteries, Sacred Heart of Mary Church in
Boulder and Sacred Heart Church in Roggen.
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Archdiocese of Denver to launch
cultural integration project

COVER STORY

‘Unity in Diversity’
program aims to
welcome, integrate all
ethnic groups into
archdiocesan parishes

Q&A: Catholic
funeral practices
BY ROXANNE KING

“For dust you are, and to dust
you shall return.” — Gen 3:19

BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

More than half of the Catholics
in the Denver Archdiocese are
Hispanic, a demographic survey
commissioned by the Church revealed earlier this year. When that
came to light, Archbishop Charles
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., took steps to
ensure the growing Hispanic
population is welcomed and integrated into existing parishes.
The survey, which was conducted last fall by Boulder firm
Core Insights, showed that 52
percent of Catholics in the archdiocese are Hispanic. Nationally,
37 percent of Catholics are
Hispanic. The survey margin of
error is 2.8 percent.
Immediately after learning
those numbers, the archbishop
formed a committee to propose
ways to build strong relationships
between the cultural groups in
parishes, which can include longtime parishioners and new immigrants, and promote an appreciation for diversity. The result was
the Archdiocesan Unity in
Diversity Project, which is currently being developed. The
three-year project is being headed by Director of Hispanic
Ministry Luis Soto.
“Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., wanted to explore
the best way to integrate the
Hispanic community, actively
and fully, into the life of the
Church in this archdiocese,” explained Soto. “He also expressed
his desire to work in unity with
the different archdiocesan offices, parishes and communities
present in Denver.”
While impelled by the growing
Hispanic presence, the integration project aims to emphasize
hospitality to and to integrate all
ethnic groups, Soto said.
“It’s about finding a common
ground where all Catholics, including all ethnicities, will come
together as one Church, diverse
in languages and traditions,” explained Soto. “The project encompasses working with all the
minority Catholic groups: the
Korean, Vietnamese, Native
American, etc., but also involves
reaching out to English-speaking
Catholics born and raised in the
United States.”
The project includes an advisory council to consist of parish
staff, priests, diocesan office representatives and leaders from different ethnic groups.
“All the cultures present in this
archdiocese are a great blessing
for the Church in Denver,” said

Ashes to ashes, dust to dust

Last week the Denver Catholic
Register spoke with Deacon
Charles Parker, director of the
archdiocesan Office of Liturgy,
about Catholic funeral practices.
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

ABRAHAM Morales, left, and
Luis Soto
Soto. “All of them can enrich each
other and enrich …our Catholic
culture.”
The first six months of the
Unity in Diversity project will be
dedicated to planning, Soto said.
“We have to start from
scratch,” Soto said, “since there
is nothing similar to this project
in the country.”
“Our goal,” he added, “is to develop an evangelization plan with
a spirit of unity.”
Once the plan is formulated, a
pilot program will be launched.
“Then we will have an evaluation process,” Soto said.
In other news, Soto, who also
serves as executive director of
Centro San Juan Diego, the archdiocese’s institute offering pastoral and family care to
Hispanics, announced that the
Hispanic Ministry Office has
added a new position. Abraham
Morales, former director of development and communication for
Centro, has been appointed associate director of Hispanic
Ministry and Centro San Juan
Diego.
Morales was born and raised in
Chihuahua, Mexico, and arrived
to Denver in 2000. He holds a
bachelor’s degree in information
and communications and has
done studies on philosophy, theology and ecclesiology. Morales
has more than 15 years of pastoral experience, primarily in
youth and catechetical ministries, and more than 14 years of
combined professional experience in mass media, marketing
and advertising. He is an awardwinning columnist for the
Denver Archdiocese’s Spanish
language newspaper, El Pueblo
Católico.
“Abraham has spent several
years working in the Archdiocese
of Denver in several capacities,”
said Soto. “His vast experience in
ministry as well as his professional skills makes him the perfect
candidate to assume the position
of associate director of the
Hispanic Office and Centro San
Juan Diego of the Archdiocese.”
Lara Montoya, staff writer for El
Pueblo Católico, contributed to
this report.

Q: What does the Catholic
Church teach about death?
A: It’s a transition from life to
new life. In the prayers for the
funeral Mass it says when our
earthly dwelling ends in death
we gain an everlasting life in
heaven.
Q: What does the Church say
about care of the body after
death?
A: One of the reasons we use
incense at the funeral Mass and
incense the casket that houses
the body is we believe the body
is the temple of the Holy Spirit;
through baptism and confirmation we know that Christ resides
in our body. So that’s why we
owe the greatest honor and respect to the body in this life and
after death.
Q: Both burial and cremation
are permitted for Catholics.
Which is the preferred option
and why?
A: The Church clearly says that
while cremation is permitted it
doesn’t enjoy the same value as
burial of the body. In the new appendix to the Order of Christian
Funerals for the cremation rite, it
says the Church prefers and urges
that the body be present for the
funeral rites if one does choose
cremation, but the Church says
that cremation doesn’t hold the
same value as burial of the body.
Just as Christ was bodily buried in
the tomb, so ought we to follow
that example.
Q: Do cremated remains need
to be buried?
A: Cremated remains need to
be treated with the same respect
as we would the body of our deceased loved ones. They need to
be inurned into the ground or
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TREES frame a cathedral-like mausoleum at Mount Olivet cemetery.
placed in a cremation niche, rosary—followed by a funeral
which is the same for cremation Mass and, lastly, the prayers of
as a mausoleum is for the body. committal done at the gravesite.
The practice of keeping your Those are the three principal
loved one around the house is stages of Christian burial. There
not the reverent disposition the are additional options. There are
Church requires. Nor is the scat- options for the family to gather
tering of ashes allowed. The cre- with a priest or deacon in the
mated remains are to be buried presence of the body and do inior placed in a mausoleum- type tial prayers at first viewing at the
mortuary. There’s options for
niche.
praying the office of the dead.
Q: Why is it important not to There are many different options, just as there are for the fuscatter the remains?
A: The Church says the scat- neral, to mark this journey with
tering of remains is not the rev- our loved ones from this earth to
erent disposition that the new life.
Church requires; we need to
Q: What is and isn’t permitted
treat them as we would a body.
We would never think of parting regarding music for a Catholic
out the body of our loved ones, funeral liturgy?
A: Funeral music has to be sanor should we part out their recred, liturgical music—particumains.
larly if the liturgy is in a church,
Q: What are the three stations in a sacred space. The music for
a funeral Mass or rosary or vigil
of a Catholic burial?
A: The three principal stations service held in a church must be
of Catholic burial are: the funer- sacred liturgical music. A good
al vigil—some people opt for a rule of thumb to follow is that if
D E N V E R C AT H O L I C R EG I S T E R
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Stem cells and
hope for patients
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FLOWERS grace a couple’s grave at Mount Olivet cemetery.
lead the burial rite has a prayer of
blessing for the grave.
FOR MORE

INFORMATION
The Office of Liturgy hosts a
workshop on funeral practices
every other year. The next one
will be November 2009. For
questions about funeral
practices, contact your parish
clergy or the Office of Liturgy,
303-715-3156.

you don’t hear a particular piece
of music on Sunday in a Church,
you won’t hear it at a funeral
Mass. If a family chooses to have
a rosary or vigil service at a mortuary chapel, which is non-sacred space, there is a little more
freedom for non-liturgical
music to be used, but it must
still be of the proper decorum
and not anything contrary to
Christian values.
Q: Are all cemeteries blessed?
A: No. Certainly Mount Olivet
and St. Simeon’s (cemeteries) are
blessed ground. A Catholic can be
buried in other grounds, which
are not blessed ground, but if
they are buried there the priest or
minister or a lay minister if they

Q: Can non-Catholics be
buried in a Catholic cemetery?
A: Non-Catholics can be
buried in a Catholic cemetery.
Oftentimes the Liturgy Office receives calls from someone who
wants to bury such a person and
they want a funeral Mass. It is
permitted as long the deceased
would not have objected to it.
Q: What is one of the most frequent questions your office gets
about Catholic funeral practices?
A: The one thing people
should keep in mind is there is a
balance between honoring the
wishes of the dead and having
rites and rituals that the Church
has provided that bring meaning to the family that’s living. So
people should let their funeral
wishes be known. Oftentimes
family members have no idea
what their mom or dad or
grandma or grandpa would
want. Letting people know beforehand reduces the stress of
trying to bury someone. It’s a
very difficult task to bury someone: we ask people to pick readings, pick music and decide on

Most Americans know someone afflicted with an incurable
medical condition. The possibility of stem cell “cures” has given
hope to many who face such suffering and loss. Unfortunately,
there is a tremendous amount of misinformation about stem-cell
therapies. It is important to understand what stem cells are and
what promise they actually offer patients and their families.
A stem cell is simply any cell that, when it divides, can make
another cell like itself or make different kinds of cells with specialized functions. Because stem cells replace themselves at every cell
division, they may be medically useful for replacing tissue damaged by injury or disease.

Three sources of stem cells
various other things at the mortuary. Ultimately, we as
Catholics are living for the
grave—it’s only through the
grave that we come to know and
live in the presence of God.
Therefore, we should approach
funeral planning and our death
with confident assurance and
hope and plan it as another part
of our life’s journey.
Q: Is there anything else you
would like to add?
A: With the popularity of cremation it is important to know
that if your loved one is cremated
before the funeral Mass there are
some distinctions in the ritual.
For example, while the cremated
remains are greeted in the back of
the church, like the body would
be, there is no funeral pall for the
urn—the funeral pall that symbolizes the baptismal garment.
The prayers at graveside and at
the sprinkling with holy water are
a little different. It’s important for
people to know that the preference of the Church is to celebrate
with the body, then cremate following that, then burial.
Mortuaries can help people understand that in that case they do
not buy a casket; they can rent or
loan one for that use.

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Nov. 12-13: U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ fall meeting, Baltimore, Md.
Nov. 15: Men’s Discernment Retreat, Mother Cabrini Shrine (9 a.m.); Mass and confirmation, St. Andrew
Parish, Wray (4 p.m.))
Nov. 16: Mass, 150th anniversary of the Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth, Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception (12:30 p.m.); Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
Nov. 18: Mass and confirmation, St. Thomas More Parish, Centennial (7 p.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Nov. 12-13: U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ fall meeting, Baltimore, Md.
Nov. 14: Augustine Institute board meeting (1 p.m.); Mass and confirmation, St. Thomas More Parish,
Centennial (7 p.m.)
Nov. 15: Mass, Mother of God Parish (4 p.m. and 6 p.m.)
Nov. 16: Mass and dedication of parish center addition, Our Lady of the Mountains Parish, Estes Park (10 a.m.)
Nov. 18: Mass, followed by Q&A forum with students, Blessed John XXIII University Center, Fort Collins
(5:15 p.m.)

The earliest stem cells are found in the human embryo during
the first few days of life. They give rise to all the tissues of the mature body. To obtain embryonic stem cells (ESCs) for research and
for possible future therapies, however, the embryo must be destroyed. This raises the critical ethical question: Should the life of
one human being be sacrificed to advance scientific research or
to benefit the health of an older human being?
In contrast to ESCs, many sources of stem cells do not raise ethical problems. Stem cells can be obtained from a patient’s own bone
marrow or other tissues, and from a variety of birth-associated tissues, including the placenta and umbilical cord. All of these nonembryonic sources of stem cells are referred to as “adult” stem cells.
Recent work has shown that stem cells can be produced easily
and without controversy by introducing a small number of factors into ordinary adult skin cells to “reprogram” the mature cells
into stem cells that, like ESCs, are able to generate all the cells of
the body. Unlike embryonic stem cells, “induced pluripotent stem
cells” (or “iPSCs”) are genetically identical to patients and are
generated without destroying human embryos or using human or
animal eggs.

The false promise of embryonic stem cells
Apart from the grave ethical problem of destroying human embryos for research, there are three significant scientific problems
with ESCs that must be overcome before they could be considered safe for use in human patients. First, when transplanted into
mature tissues, ESCs form tumors that can be fatal if they form in
vital organs.
A second serious hurdle is the problem of immune rejection.
ESCs will be rejected by the patient’s immune system unless a
very close match is made. Yet, unlike conventional organ transplant, stem cells disperse throughout the body and cannot be removed if the patient’s body rejects them.
Third, despite more than 25 years of research, no one has been
able to coax embryonic cells to become mature, stable cell types
that are useful in the clinic. Laboratory-produced cells generally
do not survive when transplanted into mature animals. If not
fully mature when transplanted, they often produce fatal tumors.

The real promise of ‘adult’ stem cells
Adult stem cells can be derived from many of a patient’s own
tissues, including bone marrow, muscle tissue, nasal mucosa and
even fat.
Stem cells from more mature tissues present significant advantages for use in medical therapies. First, these stem cells do not
form tumors and are not genetically unstable. More than 1,500
clinical studies are currently underway, testing the medical usefulness of adult stem cells for diverse medical conditions, including (among others) diabetes, heart disease, Lou Gehrig’s disease,
multiple sclerosis (MS), arthritis, sickle cell disorder and many
types of cancer. In contrast, in the quarter century since their discovery, not a single clinical study has been approved for ESCs,
due to the serious safety concerns discussed above.
Also in contrast to ESCs, stem cells from more mature tissues
can be more easily immune-matched to patients because cells

See Stem cells, Page 18
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GUEST COLUMMN
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Adult interreligious dialogue
Father Christian Troll, a German Jesuit, is one of the Catholic
Church’s leading students of Islam and a key figure in the CatholicIslamic dialogue launched by Pope Benedict XVI’s September 2006
Regensburg Lecture. Speaking recently at Cambridge University,
Father Troll laid out a series of questions that must be faced in any
serious conversation between Catholics and Muslims:
1. Liberation through conversion and repentance: Can
Catholics and Muslims speak frankly about such “abiding realities” of the human condition as “forgetfulness of God and rebellion against him, or oppression in the sense of exceeding the appropriate limits of behavior in dealing with others, while violating their essential human rights?” Is instruction in the dual
commandment of love of God and love of neighbor sufficient to
overcome the human propensity for wickedness toward the
“other”? Or is something more required—that is, do Christians
and Muslims “share an awareness of our need to be liberated by
God into the freedom of His gift of love?” Are we agreed that we
must all repent of the times when coercion has been used to advance the cause of God? Is self-criticism part of the spiritual selfawareness of both Christians and Muslims?
2. Faith-and-Reason: Is it possible for Catholics and Muslims
to study their sacred texts with piety and “critical rigor”? Is it
possible to create a “critical Christian-Muslim scholarship
marked by the will to understand out of love?” Does the application of modern scholarly methods to analysis of the origins and
character of ancient texts involve a betrayal of faith?
3. Human Rights: Do we agree that God himself has inscribed
human rights “into the nature of man”? Are we agreed that
“human rights and divine rights cannot be played off one
against the other”? If what we mean by “human rights” is the
recognition and protection of the “minimal conditions” under
which “the human dignity...due to the human person as creature
of God” is protected, then can we agree that “to recognize and
respect human rights is nothing but obedience to the will of
God”? Is the protection of human rights thus a fulfillment of the
dual commandment of love of God and love of neighbor? If
“Islam” means “submission to the will of God,” and if respect for
the dignity of the human person is of the will of God, then does
Islam by its very nature require Muslims to recognize basic
human rights? (And if that is not the case, why isn’t it?)
4. Religious Freedom: Doesn’t love of neighbor require, as a
religious obligation (and not merely a practical political accommodation), respect and legal protection for the religious convictions of others, so long as those convictions do not compromise
the common good? Do Muslims agree that that principle holds
even if Muslims regard what the “other” believes is false? Can we
agree that the institutional separation of religious and political
authority is good for the state (because it prevents the state from
sacralizing itself) and for religion (because it prevents the misuse of religion for political purposes and creates social space for
faith and the workings of conscience)? Christians now recognize
that the attempt to create “Christian states” was a failure that involved “great costs on all sides.” Are Muslims prepared to recognize that the attempt to create “Islamic states” will likely lead to
the same bad results, for both justice and faith?
5. Violence and Reciprocity: Can Islam understand its faith in
such a way that Muslims reject violence in the name of God, not
only in terms of a cleansing of conscience about the past but as
a commitment to the future? Can this commitment extend to
those who leave the House of Islam for other faiths? The Koran
teaches that no one may be forced to believe; can Muslims agree
that that principle “only comes to fruition if it guarantees the
freedom also to abandon the faith, to understand it differently,
or even to despise it”? As Father Troll asks, “Am I right to think
that it is only God’s affair to judge the weight of such matters?”
That is interreligious dialogue for adults.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper
of the Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

Five priorities for the pro-life movement to save the unborn
BY GREG ERLANDSON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

This election campaign, selfidentified pro-lifers seemed to
spend as much time fighting
with each other as they did
working to change the course of
the nation’s political discussion
in a way that truly benefited the
unborn.
If the Catholic pro-life movement is to continue as a vital
moral force in American society,
I believe it should use the
months ahead to rethink and
renew its strategies. I would suggest five priorities for reflection
and consideration.
Priority No. 1: Retell our story.
During the election, numerous
Catholics seemed ready to throw
in the pro-life towel because the
movement “had not accomplished anything” or because its
efforts to roll back abortion were
judged a legislative “failure.”
This is demonstrably untrue.
In the face of judicial fiat allowing unrestricted access to abortion from conception virtually
until birth, the pro-life movement has won a host of legal and
judicial decisions.
Such successes have been incremental, but they have both
encouraged and sustained a

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Nov. 16: 33rd Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31
• Psalm 128:1-5
• 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6
• Matthew 25:14-30
Theme: Stewardship. As we approach the end of the Church year,
our Gospel readings describe the
final drama of Jesus’ life when the
moment of decision has come and
people are faced with the reality of
God’s judgment. Will they be
found worthy of the kingdom of
heaven? At the most obvious level
this week’s readings are about
good stewardship. The wife in the

broader grass-roots effort to
bear prayerful witness at clinics,
aid pregnant women and focus
the national discussion on the
unseen victim. Against all odds,
the pro-life witness has not wavered, and young people are increasingly getting the message.
Part of the problem is that the
pro-life movement itself is divided on the value of incremental change, and some pro-lifers—both for ideological and for
fundraising reasons—can sound
the most negative about what
has been accomplished.
Priority No. 2: The pro-life
movement must stop putting all
its eggs in the Republican basket. Even with control of the
White House and Congress, the
party did little to restrict abortion until election time rolled
around, and some of its most
prominent leaders are less than
wholehearted in their efforts.
But even acknowledging the
many dedicated Republican
politicians who are ardently
pro-life, it does not serve the
pro-life movement well to be the
captive interest of a party with
many other agendas, some less
compatible with Catholic views.
Particularly as new generations are informed about life issues, it is in the best interest of

the pro-life movement to have
advocates in both parties. Prolifers need a much more aggressive strategy for promoting prolife Democratic candidates and
giving voice to the many pro-life
Democrats who remain in the
party.
Priority No. 3: The leaders of
many of the traditional pro-life
organizations have done a yeoman’s work for decades, and we
owe them a huge debt of gratitude. But it has been more than
three decades since Roe v. Wade,
and there is a need for new prolife leaders who can seek new
strategies and new alliances as
the movement moves forward.
Priority No. 4: The U.S. bishops must address their own divisions. They have been a mainstay of the pro-life movement,
providing it with intellectual, financial and spiritual support for
decades. Yet the past two elections have called more attention
to their own divisions than to
the pro-life message they seek to
promote.
Executive sessions and carefully worded documents cannot
paper over these divisions, particularly when one diocese virtually condemns a candidate
and anyone who votes for him

first reading is a model of Godly
virtue: she combines practical
good sense, unselfish generosity
and strong faith. The “good and
faithful servant” in the Gospel is
praised for his prudence and ingenuity. Both will be rewarded for
their labors. The readings remind
us that one day the drama of our
lives will end and we will have to
give an account to the Lord. The
second reading reiterates this
theme: “The day of the Lord will
come like a thief in the night.”
Because we know neither the day
nor the hour of our death, we are to
live “as children of the light,” always ready to meet the Master of
the house when he comes.
Key verse: “You yourselves
know very well that the day of the
Lord will come like a thief at
night” (1 Thes 5:2).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “Death puts an end to

human life as the time open to either accepting or rejecting the divine grace manifested in Christ.
The New Testament speaks of
judgment primarily in its aspect
of the final encounter with Christ
in his second coming, but also repeatedly affirms that each will be
rewarded immediately after
death in accordance with his
works and faith” (No. 1021).
Pope Benedict XVI: “It is not
simply, as one might expect, God,
the infinite, the unknown, the eternal who judges. On the contrary,
he has handed the judgment over
to one who as man is our brother.
It is not a stranger who judges us
but he who we know in faith. The
judge will not advance to meet us
as the other, but as one of us, who
knows human existence from inside
and
has
suffered”
(“Introduction to Christianity”).
Application: We’ve been entrusted with many important things:
relationships, money, skills and
talents, the common good, etc. As
Catholics we’ve also been entrusted with something else: the light of
Christ, the truth of the Gospel and
the precious deposit of faith. When
the “Master of the house” returns,
we will have to give an account of
what we did with these. Have we
kept the light of Christ burning
brightly through prayer and the
frequent reception of the
Eucharist? Have we lived as “children of the light” in accord with
the Gospel? Have we been faithful
to the teachings of the Church?
Have we done our utmost to learn
our faith and share it with others?

THE SAINTS: ST. JOSAPHAT
1580 - 1623
Feast –
Nov. 12
Born Ioann
Kuncewycz
in Ukraine,
he was
apprenticed
to a
merchant in Lithuania, but
opted for monastic life there in
1604 and later became abbot.

In 1617 he was named
archbishop of Polotsk,
Byelorussia. This Orthodox
diocese was among those in the
province of Kiev that entered
into communion with Rome in
1595. Josaphat devoted himself
to maintaining the union
despite opposition. This early
ecumenist, whose order
became the Basilians of St.
Josaphat, was martyred by a
mob crying, “Kill the papist!”
© 2008 CNS

See Pro-life, Page 5
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What is the basic
thing that makes
wars likely?
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON

a. Warrior of the Son;

warring on each other.

b. Prince of Peace;

9. During wars this remains in
full force:

Pro-life

a. the moral law;

From Page 4

c. Word to War.
5. The catechism refers to this
doctrine, long a mainstay of
Catholic thinking on war:
a. True Man doctrine;
b. Manifest Destiny;
c. Just War doctrine.
6. This doctrine includes various
criteria for judging a war. Which
of these is not one:

In November we remember the
war dead. The Church has a lot to
say about war (and peace) in the
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”.

a. there must be no alternative
means of defense;

1. The first goal of Catholics
should be to:

b. there must be some hope of
victory;

a. win wars;

c. the enemy must be totally
destroyed so as never to pose a
threat again.

b. avoid war;
c. ensure enemies are made to
pay dearly for war.
2. This obligation applies
especially to these, even if they
are non-Catholic:

7. Who is supposed to determine
if these criteria exist in a
potential conflict?
a. the political leaders;

a. Muslims;

b. the pope;

b. pacifists;

c. the enlisted soldiers.

c. governments.

8. What does the catechism say
about an international body
banning war?

3. What is the basic thing that
makes wars likely?
a. mankind’s inherently sinful
nature;
b. the existence of racism;
c. the Reformation.
4. In discussing peace the
catechism recalls this title of
Christ:

a. The United Nations could and
should ban war;
b. There is (currently) no
international authority with the
necessary competence and
power;
c. The Church has the right to
forbid Catholic countries from

while another remains silent or
stresses that Catholics are not
c. the prohibition against
“single issue.” Catholics themattending Mass with a hat
selves can become cynical or
(includes helmets in wartime).
confused in this environment,
and this does not bode well for
10. And the catechism notes
that this is clear to all because it the future.
Priority No. 5: The abortion
is determinable by:
battle has not been lost, but it is
a. the League of Nations Charter
unlikely to be won anytime soon
on warfare;
either. At best it will only move
b. human reason;
to the states, and even that
seems a stretch right now. The
c. The United Nation’s
Freedom of Choice Act will be an
Declaration of Human Rights.
even greater setback.
This is a multigenerational
battle more similar to the abolitionist movement or to the civil
b. the tax rules of an occupier;

ANSWERS: 1.b, 2.c, 3.a, 4.b, 5.c,
6.c, 7.a, 8.b, 9.a, 10.b

THE CATEQUIZ’EM

rights movement than any other
social cause. Education and personal witness are the keys—an
ongoing abortion apologetics in
word and deed that testify to our
belief that abortion is one critical component of a broad spiritual and social struggle on behalf of human dignity and
human rights that we will never
give up.
Greg Erlandson is president and
publisher of Our Sunday Visitor.
This column first appeared in the
Nov. 16 issue of OSV.
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Catholic leaders congratulate Obama,
offer prayers for his administration
WASHINGTON
(CNS)—
Cardinal Francis E. George of
Chicago, president of the U.S.
Catholic bishops, congratulated
President-elect Barack Obama
on his “historic election” Nov. 4
as the first African-American to
win the White House. “The people of our country have entrusted you with a great responsibility,” the cardinal said in a letter to
Obama on behalf of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops.
“As Catholic bishops we offer
our prayers that God give you
strength and wisdom to meet
the coming challenges.” But he

also said, “We stand ready to
work with you in defense and
support of the life and dignity of
every human person.” In Nov. 5
statements, blog postings and
other comments, Catholic leaders praised Obama for his history-making victory. Some said
the Democrat’s win “best reflected” Catholic values “of hope,
personal responsibility and care
for the common good.” But others, including Catholic bishops,
said they hoped the new administration would make decisions
that show a “commitment to the
sanctity and dignity of all

CNS PHOTO/JIM BOURG, REUTERS

U.S. PRESIDENT-ELECT Barack
Obama acknowledges supporters
during election night victory
rally in Chicago Nov. 4.
human
life.”
Still
other
Catholics, including pro-life
leaders, expressed profound disappointment that a candidate
who supports keeping abortion
legal was elected and vowed that
the pro-life movement would
grow in strength.

BRIEFS
Pope sends
congratulatory
message to Obama
VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope
Benedict XVI sent a personal
message to President-elect
Barack Obama Nov. 5, congratulating him and offering his
prayers for Obama and for all
the people of the United States.
Jesuit
Father
Federico
Lombardi, Vatican spokesman,
said that because the message
was addressed personally to
Obama the Vatican did not plan
to publish it. However, he said,
the papal message opened by referring to the “historic occasion”
of the election, marking the first
time a black man has been elected president of the United
States. The pope congratulated
Obama, his wife and family,
Father Lombardi said. “He assured him of his prayers that
God would help him with his
high responsibilities for his
country and for the international community,” Father Lombardi
said. The pope also prayed that
“the blessing of God would sus-

tain him and the American people so that with all people of
good will they could build a
world of peace, solidarity and
justice,” the spokesman said.

What’s next for
marriage?
Skirmishes won but
fight continues
WASHINGTON (CNS)—The
passage of state constitutional
amendments that define marriage as the union of a man and
a woman in California, Florida
and Arizona might mark the end
of a battle in those states, but it
does not signal the end of the
continuing fight over what marriage means. And that’s a fight in
which the U.S. Catholic bishops
plan to remain engaged for the
long term. “It’s certainly encouraging that the citizens of Florida,
Arizona and California chose to
uphold the traditional definition
of marriage,” said Archbishop
Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, Ky.,
chairman of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops’ recently
created Ad Hoc Committee for
the Defense of Marriage, in a
Nov. 6 telephone interview. The
committee’s work includes—but
goes far beyond—public policy
questions like the amendments
approved Nov. 4. It is also
charged with finding ways to
promote healthy marriages and
to answer “questions and misunderstandings” about the
Catholic view on marriage, the
archbishop said.

Native American
ministry institute
offered in June
PLAINVIEW, S.D. (CNS)—A
weeklong institute for those beginning a Native American ministry or who are interested in
learning about it will take place
June 15-22 at the Sioux Spiritual
Center in Plainview. Sponsored
by the national Tekakwitha
Conference, based in Great Falls,
Mont., the institute will include
31 hours of coursework on topics such as native culture, missiology, anthropology, liturgy, catechetics, the diaconate, health
issues and principles of recovery
using Alcoholics Anonymous.
Although the institute will take
place in a Lakota setting, it will
develop basic principles of inculturation that can be used in
approaching any culture, according to organizers. The Web
site puffin.creighton.edu/jesuit/ssc/ has a link to program
information. Enrollment is limited to 22 people and the $800
cost includes air-conditioned,
double-occupancy
housing,
meals and materials. Shuttle
service from the Rapid City
Regional Airport can be
arranged for an additional $50
round-trip.
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Pope: faith in one God means Catholics, Muslims must work together
BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN
CITY
(CNS)—
Professing faith in one God, the
creator of all humanity, obliges
Catholics and Muslims to respect
one another and to work together
to defend human rights and help
those who are suffering, Pope
Benedict XVI said.
The commandments of love of
God and love of neighbor are at
“the heart of Islam and
Christianity alike” and always go
together, the pope told members
of the Catholic-Muslim Forum.
The pope met forum members—28 Catholic and 28 Muslim
representatives—at the end of
their Nov. 4-6 meeting at the
Vatican.
After 138 Muslim scholars from
around the world wrote to Pope
Benedict and other Christian
leaders in October 2007 proposing a new level of ChristianMuslim dialogue, the Vatican and
the scholars established the
Catholic-Muslim Forum.
The scholars’ letter presented
the dual commandment of love
of God and love of neighbor as a
“common word” of Islam and
Christianity and as a possible
topic for a dialogue that would go
deeper than discussing traditional moral, social and cultural values by focusing on theological
and spiritual similarities and differences.

POPE
BENEDICT
XVI greets
Mustafa
Ceric, the
grand mufti
of Bosnia
Herzegovin
a during a
session of
the
CatholicMuslim
Forum at
the Vatican
Nov. 6.
CNS PHOTO/L'OSSERVATORE ROMANO

Meeting forum participants,
Pope Benedict said the chosen
theme “highlights even more
clearly the theological and spiritual foundations of a central teaching of our respective religions.”
“The Christian tradition proclaims that God is love,” the pope
told them. God created the universe out of love, and motivated
by love he became human in
Jesus Christ, handing himself
over to death “in order to restore
full dignity to each person and to
bring us salvation.”
As people who recognize the
one God, he said, “together we
must show, by our mutual respect and solidarity, that we consider ourselves members of one
family: the family that God has

loved and gathered together from
the creation of the world to the
end of human history.”
Love for God and neighbor, he
said, also requires believers to respect the dignity of each person
and to work together to ensure
that each person’s rights—especially the right to freely profess
and practice one’s faith—are
guaranteed.
Some Muslim members of the
forum had told the group Nov. 45 that Catholic leaders must recognize that most times the limitation of human rights is a decision made by political leaders,
not religious leaders.
But, the pope said, both “political and religious leaders have the
duty of ensuring the free exercise

of these rights in full respect for
each individual’s freedom of conscience and freedom of religion.”
“The discrimination and violence which even today religious
people experience throughout
the world, and the often violent
persecutions to which they are
subject, represent unacceptable
and unjustifiable acts, all the
more grave and deplorable when
they are carried out in the name
of God,” the pope said.
Speaking on behalf of the
group, Seyyed Hossein Nasr, a
leading Muslim philosopher and
professor at George Washington
University in Washington, told
the pope that both Christians
and Muslims have violence in
their past, especially from periods when religious and political
power collaborated closely.
“Certainly we cannot claim
that violence is the monopoly of
only one religion,” he said.
But, he said, the scholars wrote
to the pope and came to the
Vatican “to extend to you our hand
of friendship, seeking to meet you
in God’s love, beyond all our theological differences and memories
of historical confrontations.”
As leaders of the two largest religions in the world, he said,
Catholic and Muslim clerics and
scholars must strengthen their
followers’ understanding that
peace is God’s will.
Mustafa Ceric, the grand mufti

of Bosnia-Herzegovina, told Pope
Benedict that dialogue is the key
not only to justice and peace, but
also to countering exaggerated
forms of secularism that have led
to “wealth without effort, pleasure
without conscience, education
without morality, business without ethics, politics without principles, science without responsibility, faith without sacrifice and religion without compassion.”
The mufti told the pope, “Love is
strengthened by working to overcome conflicts together.”
In his address, Pope Benedict
also expressed his hope that participants in the dialogue would
work to ensure that the fraternity
and agreement experienced at
the meeting would be “passed on
as a precious legacy” to their
faithful, so that it would “bear
fruit in the way we live each day.”
During the 40-minute papal
audience, no one mentioned the
pope’s 2006 speech at the
University
of
Regensburg,
Germany, in which he used a
negative quote about violence in
Islam.
But the pope told the scholars,
“Let us unite our efforts, animated
by good will, in order to overcome
all misunderstanding and disagreements. Let us resolve to overcome past prejudices and to correct the often distorted images of
the other which even today can
create difficulties in our relations.”
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A personal ‘pursuit of happyness’: one family’s story
BY PEG GLOVE

Native Chicagoans, Camillia
and Hananiah Smith, arrived at
the Samaritan House with their
adorable 9-month-old baby
daughter, Ahniyah, in their
arms, a broken down car and
hearts full of dreams.
Always a caring husband and
father, Hananiah supported his
family in Chicago by working in
the real estate construction field
as a carpenter. It was not uncommon for him to put in 12hour days for low-end pay. It
was enough to support his family, but just barely. Besides, being
a carpenter was not his dream.
He had always dreamed of
working in the aviation field.
“We were working very hard
but one day I realized that there
would never be enough money
set aside for me to go back to
school to learn the aviation
trade,” Hananiah reflected. “I
had been in contact with a
school recruiter from Redstone
College in Denver and its aviation program sounded like the
perfect thing for me. So Camillia
and I decided to sell everything
we had, pull up stakes and make
a new life for ourselves in
Denver.”
Camillia was going to school
to become a registered nurse
and working as a certified nursing assistant for a medical

“As you
did it to
one of the
least of
these my
brethren,
you did it
to me.”
Mt 25:40

PHOTO COURTESY SAMARITAN HOUSE

SAMARITAN House residents Hananiah and Camillia Smith with
their daughter Ahniyah.
staffing organization. She requested and received a transfer
from Chicago to Denver through
her place of employment.
It seemed everything was
falling into place but like so
many people before them, the
trek across the prairie would
prove to be a test of their resolve.
First, the company Hananiah
had worked for refused to pay
some of his final wages. Then,
someone stole his carpentry
tools. Finally, half way to
Denver, the engine blew on their
car.
After paying for car repairs,
the high cost of gasoline and
travel expenses, their nest egg
was gone. By the time they arrived in Denver they didn’t have
enough money to get an apartment.
“We just needed a little help,”
said Camillia. “We arrived in
Denver July 19 with nowhere to
go. It was such a hot day that we
spent the day at a local mall just
to escape the heat. We had to
wait until late afternoon, early
evening to see if we could get
into Samaritan House. We
couldn’t get into Samaritan
House right away but they did
give us a voucher for a motel
room. They did get us into

Samaritan House as soon as
possible though.”
The Smiths jumped right into
the required programs at
Samaritan House.
“They are hard working and
have been proactive in following
our program,” said Jennifer
Altzner, family services supervisor at Samaritan House. “They
never expected to be homeless
and getting their lives back on
track is the primary goal of their
lives right now.”
Hananiah started school at
Redstone College on time.
Camillia is taking various classes
to achieve her medication administration certification.
Samaritan House administrators said the Smiths are working
over and above what it takes to
meet the program requirements
at the shelter. As a family, they
are doing everything and more
to get back on their feet.
Keeping in mind their determination and hard work, the administrators expressed confidence it won’t take them long.
For information on how to
help families like the Smith’s,
contact Catholic Charities at
303-742-0828 or donate online
at CCDenver.org/donate.
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Mass prays for those suffering with,
remembers those lost to AIDS
Bell tolls in
memory of loved
ones at annual
liturgy celebrated
by Archbishop
Chaput
BY JOHN GLEASON

With song and incense, an
evening of prayer and remembrance brought the faithful to
Holy Ghost Church Nov. 6 for
the annual archdiocesan Mass
for those affected by HIV/AIDS
and Hepatitis C.
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., was the main celebrant of the Mass, which was
concelebrated by Father Robert
Fisher, pastor of All Souls Parish
in Englewood.
The Mass brought together
family members, caregivers and
those afflicted with these diseases. During the liturgy, a list of
names was read of people who
have died of AIDS or Hepatitis C,
with the church bell tolling once

HIV/AIDS, HEP C
MINISTRY
For more information:
Call the archdiocesan Social
Ministry Office at 303-715-3171
Visit the National Catholic
AIDS Network online at
ncan.org

for each of the 61 names mentioned.
“Trusting in God we have
gathered to pray for our brothers and sisters who have died,”
Archbishop
Chaput
said.
“Though there is sadness, we
take comfort in the hope that
one day we will see them again
and enjoy their friendship. Let
us console one another in the
faith of Jesus Christ.”
Following the liturgy, a reception was held in the church basement where people sat and shared
stories about their loved ones.
Gil and Audrey, who didn’t
want their last name used, said
it was the first time they had attended this Mass. Last winter
the couple found out that their
son Phillip was HIV positive.

“He called us on Ash
Wednesday and said he had
something important to tell us,”
recalled Audrey. “I heard the
news and felt like the ground
was opening up or that I was in a
bad dream.”
The knowledge that a child is
seriously ill and could die is a
nightmare for any parent. Gil
said he experienced a sort of denial when he first heard the news.
“The full impact didn’t hit me
until the next day,” he said.
The couple said that they
heard about a support group
and, eventually, the Mass at
Holy Ghost Church. Audrey said
that the ministry has been a
source of support and comfort
in recent months.
“Sometimes all you want people to do is listen,” she said.
“You’re wounded or vulnerable
and you want to be with good
people who understand. That’s
the sort of people we’re with
tonight.”
Gil told his son that they
would be praying with the archbishop at the Mass.
“That’s good,” Phillip told his
parents, “because I need all the
prayers I can get.”

Becket Fund to award Canterbury
Medal to Denver archbishop
WASHINGTON,
D.C.—The
Becket Fund for Religious
Liberty announced last week it
will award its highest honor, the
Canterbury Medal, to Denver
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., at the organization’s
15th anniversary dinner in
Manhattan on May 7.
Each year, the Becket Fund
awards the Canterbury Medal to
the person who has “most resolutely refused to render to
Caesar that which is God’s.” Past
Canterbury Medalists include
Nobel Peace Prize recipient Elie
Wiesel,
Prison
Fellowship
founder Charles Colson, Gov.
Mitt Romney and his wife Ann,
financiers Foster Friess and Ted
Forstmann,
and
former
Ambassador to the Vatican
James R. Nicholson.
“We are especially proud to
add Archbishop Chaput to this
distinguished list,” said Becket
Fund president Kevin “Seamus”
Hasson. “He is neither shy nor
soft-spoken when he believes
religious liberty in general or his
Roman Catholic faith are in
jeopardy. It is we who are honored by his acceptance of our
medal.”
The
archbishop’s
book,
“Render Unto Caesar,” as well as
his prominent interventions in

the public square have made
important contributions to religious liberty and the national
political discourse, organization
officials said.
CNN reporter and legendary
Vatican journalist John Allen has
noted that Archbishop Chaput
writes not just for Catholics “but
for anyone who cares about the
state of America’s soul.”
The archbishop has consistently insisted that American
democracy depends on an engaged citizenry—people of character, including religious believers, fighting for their beliefs in
the public square—respectfully
but vigorously, and without
apology.
Archbishop Chaput is a former two-term member of the
U.S.
Commission
on
International
Religious
Freedom, a tenure which included missions to China and
Turkey. A member of the Prairie
Band Potawatomi tribe, he is the
first Native American archbishop.
Based in Washington, D.C.,
The Becket Fund is a nonpartisan, interfaith, public-interest
law firm dedicated to protecting
the free expression of all religious traditions, in the United
States and abroad.
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Grandparents take center stage in new book
BY JOHN GLEASON

According to the 2000 census,
there are nearly 2.5 million
American households where
children are being raised by
their grandparents.
Even
though there has always been a
special bond between these two
groups, today’s chaotic and confused culture has pushed them
into a more prominent position
in each other’s lives.
Best-selling author and clinical
psychiatrist
D.
Ross
Campbell addresses this topic in
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the book, “How to Really Love
Your Grandchild in an EverChanging World.” The book is
geared to give grandparents encouragement for those times
when they are discouraged,
through a myriad of topics that
they’ll find useful: helping children in parenting, training in
anger management (helping the
child deal with their temper),
making a difference in discipline, providing the security
that children desire and leaving
a legacy of faith.
A graduate of the U.S. Naval
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Academy, Ross earned his medical degree at the University of
Florida and has spent decades
exploring the parent-child relationship. Campbell notes that
cultural shifts, divorce among
them, has created a parenting
crisis that has increased the demands and challenges of being
a grandparent. In his latest
book, Campbell focuses on
helping grandparents give their
grandchildren stability and direction in a world that is losing
its moral values and decency.
“How to Really Love Your
Grandchild” explores the shift in
the grandparent-grandchild relationship, what children are
truly in need of and how grandparents can help their grandchildren.
Speaking by phone from his
Tennessee office, Campbell
traced the change in American
culture and values to the 1960s.
“The Vietnam War and the
counter-culture revolution that
came as an indirect result of it
was the beginning,” he said.
“Young people began behaving
badly and for the first time in
our history our kids were out of
control.”
Among the cultural changes: a
proliferation of violence and sex
in media, and a popular culture
that is no longer child friendly.
“Look around,” Campbell
said. “The world has changed in
disturbing ways. Take a look at
the television shows of today
and how they differ from those

Pray
the
Rosary

BOOK
Title: How to Really Love Your
Grandchild
Author: D. Ross Campbell
Publisher: Regal (Ventura,
Calif., 2008)
Cost: $19.95
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of just 10 years ago.”
Pop culture’s initial reaction to
gain control of a generation
seemingly out of control, he
said, was to promote behavior
modification.
“When you introduce behavior modification, you train
someone how to act. If they do
as you want, they get a reward,”
Campbell said. “It’s natural for
someone to be motivated this
way but it’s not exact science
and it isn’t what the child
needs.”
So what do children need?
Particularly children in families
fractured by divorce?
“Unconditional
love,”
Campbell said. “It’s the greatest
gift a grandparent can give.”
Grandparents today have
lived through times of amazing
change, Campbell said, more
than any generation before
them. They come from a time
when the nuclear or extended
family was intact; a time before
Internet or text messaging or

bombardment of unhealthy
lifestyles that are so accessible
on cable television. A time
when the opinion of adults was
valued and not challenged on a
daily basis. They grew up with
“Mayberry,” not “Desperate
Housewives.” Now grandparents are dealing with a culture
that seems to change from dayto-day, which can be unsettling.
As difficult as it can be for adults
to navigate this, for children it
can be daunting.
The culture of today has provided kids with more choices in
their lives then their parents or
grandparents had. But some
choices come with pitfalls; what
a child thinks looks good on the
surface may reveal something
sinister beneath. This is the culture that young people live in
today.
But Campbell said
grandparents shouldn’t despair.
“This is still God’s world,”
Campbell said. “He hasn’t gone
anywhere and even though our
grandchildren don’t find God in
the way their grandparents did,
He’s still at work in fresh new
ways. He loves your grandchildren, and your children, just as
you do. He wants to bless them
and He wasn’t to bless you.”
“How to Really Love Your
Grandchild in an Ever-Changing
World” retails for $19.99.
It is available through local book
stores or online at regalbooks.
com.
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When an aging relative is hospitalized: a primer
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

If you have a living parent,
there’s a good chance he or she
will require hospitalization at
some point, especially if he/she
has chronic health conditions.
If your parent relies primarily on
you for assistance, the following
are some tips to help you be prepared. These could also apply to a
spouse, other relative or friend.

What to bring
Be ready with the following paperwork to bring to the hospital:
a list of your loved one’s current
medications (prescription and
over-the-counter drugs, as well as
vitamins and other natural remedies) and the dosage; health insurance information (be aware
most insurance plans don’t cover
private rooms); and a copy of any
advance directive, living will or
durable power of attorney.
Be prepared to provide nursing
staff with an alternate contact
person in case you’re not available in an emergency. Provide as
many phone numbers as possible (home, work and cell) to maximize the chances one of you can
be reached in a hurry.
Keep a note pad and pen with
you. (It’s wise to keep a log of your
loved one’s diagnoses, past and
present medications and any adverse reactions, specialists consulted, hospitalizations and surgeries.)

Bring pajamas, a robe and nonskid slippers for nighttime. For
daytime, provide comfortable
clothing that’s easy to put on,
such as loose-fitting shirts, pants,
skirts or dresses. If your loved one
will be participating in physical
therapy, tracksuits and running
shoes are advisable. Don’t forget
socks and underwear.
Pack soap, deodorant, shampoo, a toothbrush and toothpaste
or denture cleaner, comb or hairbrush, hand mirror and disposable razor.
Don’t forget to bring dentures,
eyeglasses, hearing aids and
prostheses. Keep in mind,
though, that these and other
items are at risk of going missing.
Bring a denture cup, eyeglass and
hearing aid case for proper storage, and label or engrave whatever belongings you can. If your
loved one uses a cane, walker or
wheelchair, let staff know and be
prepared to bring it in.
If your loved one has shortterm memory problems, leave on
the nightstand a labeled notebook with a pen attached so relatives and friends can record their
visits. Let staff know it’s there.

What not to bring
For security reasons, don’t keep
anything of value—cash, wallet,
purse or jewelry—in the room.
You might, however, wish to leave
a few dollars to cover the cost of

sundry items, such as newspapers or snacks.
Don’t bring in prescription
drugs, over-the-counter medications or herbal remedies.
Interactions with medications
the hospital physician prescribes
could prove harmful.

Visiting dos & don’ts
If you have a cold, flu or other
contagious illness, refrain from
visiting. Otherwise you might pass
it on to your loved one or others in
the hospital that are already compromised and can become seriously ill. Telephone instead.

Visiting tips
• Limit visiting to two people at a
time, especially if your loved one is
in a shared room. Speak softly in
the room and hallways so as not to
disturb patients who are resting.
Exercise good judgment when it
comes to bringing children under
age 12, and ensure adult supervision at all times.
• Find out your loved one’s
schedule and don’t visit around
therapy times unless you’ve been
invited to participate.
• Consult with nursing staff before bringing in food, beverages
or candy.
• Before arranging for any kind
of get-well gift, find out the hospital’s policy about balloons and
flowers and take into account
space limitations in your loved
one’s room.

• Turn off your cell phone before
entering the building. Many hospitals ban their use because of potential interference with medical
equipment. Some may allow use
in lobbies and lounges. Watch for
signage.
• If your loved one is expected to
remain in hospital for more than
a few days, inquire about a discounted parking pass.
• Advise your loved one’s pastor
about the hospitalization, so he
can
pay
a
visit
and
also include him or her in the gen-

eral intercessions at Mass.
If your loved one’s condition is
stable, use this time when he or
she is in good hands to take breaks
from caregiving. Recruit others to
alternate visiting. To help your
friend or relative pass the time,
arrange for TV service or bring in
reading material or a radio with
earphones.
Lisa M. Petsche is a medical social worker and a freelance writer
specializing in health and eldercare issues.
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Priest founder of two parishes remembered
BY JOHN GLEASON

Father George L. Weibel,
founding pastor of two parishes
in the Archdiocese of Denver,
died Nov. 1. He was 86.
A native of Colorado, Father
Weibel was born in the farming
community of Stratton on March
2, 1922, one of 10 children to
Helen (DePoorter) and Frank
Weibel. He is survived by many
nieces and nephews.
He entered the Pontifical
College
Josephinum
in
Worthington, Ohio, in 1937 and
was ordained at the Josephinum
Chapel on May 30, 1948. His first
assignment was as assistant pastor at the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception in
Denver, a post he held for several
months before returning to Ohio
to teach at his alma mater.
In 1950, Father Weibel was as-

signed to St. Vincent de Paul
Parish in Denver as assistant pastor. Eight years later, he was asked
by Archbishop Urban Vehr to
found a parish in Broomfield that
would become Nativity of Our
Lord.
Construction on the
church began the year after his
arrival, a parish school was built
in 1963 and a gymnasium was
added in 1966.
Assigned to Holy Family Parish
in northwest Denver in 1969,
Father Weibel oversaw renovation of the church.
In 1972, Archbishop James V.
Casey asked him to begin another parish, this one in Littleton.
Within two years of its founding
Columbine Parish, later renamed
St. Frances Cabrini, had grown to
1,200 parishioners. Father Weibel
oversaw the construction of an
addition to the original church
structure in 1977; in 1981, a recto-

ry and additional office space
was completed. He served 12
years there as pastor and another
as associate pastor.
In 1985 Father Weibel took over
as pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish in Denver. He remained
there until his retirement in
1992. But even in retirement,
Father Weibel remained active,
serving as parochial vicar at St.
Rose of Lima Parish in Denver
and at Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish in Boulder.
Nephew Joseph Weibel told the
Denver Catholic Register that his
uncle was a man of constant energy and would go out of his way
to help someone.
“He never slowed down,”
Weibel said, “and simply was
someone who liked to help people. He never had a cross word
for any person or situation. If
something was going wrong his

FATHER GEORGE L. WEIBEL
attitude was that it would work itself out.”
Weibel said that his uncle’s
other strong trait was that he
could get the best out of anyone.
“There was never a shortage of
people to do whatever he might
be organizing,” he said. “If there
was a project, my uncle was able
to round up volunteers to help.
It’s quite a gift.”

Father Jerome Rohr, who was
the homilist at Father Weibel’s
Nov. 6 funeral Mass, said his
friend was one of those people
who never liked to sit around in
his office waiting for things to
come to him.
“He loved working with people
and was always involved in making improvements around the
parish,” Father Rohr said. “When
he began the parish that eventually became St. Frances Cabrini,
his first thoughts were about how
the community would be served
best. He was always asking,
‘What do we need?’
“At the base of it all,” the priest
said, “he was a kind, caring
soul.”
Father Weibel’s funeral Mass
was held at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, followed by burial
at Mount Olivet Cemetery.
Visitation and a vigil service
were held at Nativity of Our Lord
Church.

Catholic Foundation offers IRA opportunity for elders
Last month, The Catholic
Foundation for the Roman
Catholic Church in Northern
Colorado, an independent nonprofit corporation dedicated to
helping Catholics serve others, announced an IRA opportunity for
individuals aged 70 and half or
older, and the Catholic missions
and ministries they support.
Gerald J. “Bud” Laber, president
of the foundation, said that as a result of recent steps taken by
Congress to stabilize the market,
charitable IRA roll over legislation
has been extended, allowing people to make outright gifts using IRA
funds without tax implications. If
someone is required to receive
minimum distributions from their
IRA and they do not need the
money for personal use, Laber
suggests that they prayerfully consider using those funds as a chari-

table gift. While such a person cannot claim a charitable deduction
for the IRA gifts, they will not pay
income tax on the IRA gift amount.
A person may contribute funds
this way if:
• Their IRA gifts total $100,000 or
less each year in 2008 and 2009
• They transfer funds directly
from an IRA
• They transfer the gifts outright
to one or more public charities
such as The Catholic Foundation
Benefits to the contributor:
• In most cases, the transfer
counts toward a person’s minimum required distributions.
• The gift generates neither taxable income nor a tax deduction.
• A person may transfer up to
$100,000 directly from their IRA in
2008 and 2009.
• The distributions may be in addition to or fulfill any charitable

giving a person has already
planned. (Laber cautions that a
person should be sure to contact
tax professionals and their IRA administrator if they are considering
a gift under this law.)
Through the generosity of its
donors, The Catholic Foundation
grants nearly $5 million annually
throughout northern Colorado in
support of Catholic schools, the
seminaries, humanitarian causes, parishes and evangelization
and catechesis.
“I’m happy to talk to (people)
about this opportunity and how
we can ensure a promising future
for the Church in northern
Colorado throughout these challenging economic times,” Laber
said.
Contact Laber at blaber@thecatholicfoundation.com or 303468-9885.
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Special Sundays will never be forgotten
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

It’s not much to look at: an
aging, otherwise unremarkable
two-storey dwelling at the end
of a potholed lane, barely visible
from the highway.
Surrounding it are rows of
apple, cherry and pear trees, as
well as currant bushes and a
rhubarb patch that have seen
better days. This was one of many
orchards in the area, but now
only a few remain, bordered by
new housing subdivisions.
The fruit farm has been in my
mother-in-law’s family for well
over half a century. She and
seven siblings grew up there.
Headed by their widowed mother, the family relied on the orchard as a primary source of income for many years.
My husband recalls spending
many a weekend picking cherries with his cousins, under the
watchful eye of Gran, and selling
them at the local farmers’ market.
By the late 1980s, only his
Aunt Marjorie—caregiver to
Gran in her later years—remained there.
A single woman, Marj took a
special interest in her nieces
and nephews as well as their offspring. She enjoyed attending
family events and receiving updates from distant relatives by
phone or mail.

She also enjoyed receiving visitors on Sunday evenings, a tradition dating back to the time
when her siblings began to
move out and start families of
their own.
Although there was a core of
regulars, you never knew who
might show up on Sunday night.
It was quite a gathering spot.
Adults would sit around the
kitchen table debating, sharing
news and reminiscing, while
their kids played outside or in
the front room, depending on
the weather.
Our family made the trip once
or twice a month—more often
in summer. The kids loved to
run around the backyard and
orchard, chasing rabbits and
playing football and hide and
seek.
They would listen for approaching freight trains along
the adjacent railway tracks,
which invariably inspired a race
to the nearest clearing to count
the number of cars clattering by.
(Until recently, every time our
son saw or heard a train, no
matter where it was, he’d exclaim, “There goes Aunt
Marjorie’s train!”)
Outdoor activities were always followed by refreshments.
A generous hostess, Marj would
set out cheese and crackers,
fruit and cookies, and sometimes potato chips or candies.

The adults drank coffee or tea
while the children sipped apple
juice in small, striped glasses—a
novelty for our brood, who at
home had to settle for plastic
cups.
The kids then retreated to a
corner of the kitchen, delving
into a carton of second-generation toys, or played cards and
charades in the living room until
it was time to head back to the
city.
Like my late grandmother’s
home, the farm was a family
clearinghouse: photos were displayed throughout the main
floor, and news of every kind—
obtained through visits, phone
calls and letters from as far away
as England—was shared with all
who came by.
In recent years, when Sunday
night visitors became fewer,
Marj would indulge my interest
in family history, bringing out
dusty boxes filled with photos,
letters (including wartime correspondence), invitations, obituaries and other newspaper
clippings.
Family members did their
best to help Marj age in place,

maintaining the property inside
and out and escorting her on errands and to medical appointments, as first her vision and
then her general health deteriorated.
Eventually, though, she required a safer and more supportive environment. With great
reluctance she moved to a retirement home, but didn’t adapt
well to institutional life.
She never gave up hope of returning to the family homestead.
Marj spent her final days in
the hospital where I work. Poor
health made her passing a bless-

ing. Fittingly, she was laid to rest
in a cemetery overlooking the
farm. The house has since been
emptied and the property sold
to a housing developer. Soon the
place won’t be recognizable.
Just yesterday our son asked if
we had enough money to buy
the farm, to prevent it from
being demolished.
He’s perceptive enough to
know Aunt Marjorie’s recent
death marks the end of an era.
The gathering spot is gone.
Sundays will never be the same.
Thanks, Gran and Marj, for
the memories.
Lisa M. Petsche is a medical social worker and a freelance writer specializing in family life and elder care issues.
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Historic Mass draws hundreds

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

FAITHFUL kneel to receive Communion from Auxiliary Bishop
James Conley during the first solemn high pontifical Mass said at
the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception in many years.

Love your neighbor and earn an ‘A’

More than 500 faithful gathered on the feast of the
Dedication of the Lateran
Basilica, Nov. 9, for a historic
solemn high pontifical Mass celebrated by Auxiliary Bishop
James D. Conley at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception.
The Tridentine
Mass is the Latin-language liturgy used before Vatican II. The
Mass was said in thanksgiving to
the archdiocese for its hospitality to the Tridentine Mass community. Bishop Conley was assisted by clerics of the Priestly
Fraternity of St. Peter.
The Cathedral Choir sang the
Orbis Factor Mass form of the
Kyrie, Gloria and “Agnus Dei,
Domus Mea” as the Communion
chant and “Panis Angelicus” as
the Communion hymn; all selec- BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER
tions standard for the Tridentine
This year the junior high stuMass, according to Cathedral
dents of Most Precious Blood
Choir Director John Miller.

PHOTO PROVIDED

MOST
PRECIOUS
BLOOD
School service elective
students
Tony
Pacheco,
left, and
Quinn
Riesenman
prepare
sandwiches
to be delivered to a
homeless
shelter for
women.

School are exercising love of
neighbor—and getting class
credit for it.
The school added a Service
Class to its junior high electives,
said Stephanie Weller, moderator
for the course.
“The goal of the class is to encourage students to understand
how their Catholic faith relates to
and affects their actions,” Weller
said. “One project that the students really enjoy is making
lunches for The Delores Project, a
shelter and assistance center for
homeless women.”
Every Wednesday the class assembles at least 50 sack lunches
that include a drink, sandwich,
chips, fruit or vegetable and
dessert. A couple of weeks ago, in
an attempt to keep costs low the
class turned to the school students and families for help.
“With Halloween approaching
we realized that the kids might be
willing to give five to 10 pieces of
candy from their stashes,” said
Quinn Riesenman, an eighthgrader in the class. “This would
allow us to put at least two treats in
each lunch for the rest of the year.”
So much candy came in that the
class was able to donate the extra
bags and boxes of candy to other
parish and outside programs.
“Our expectations were not
only met,” Riesenman said with
delight, “but exceeded.”
In addition to the weekly sack
lunches, the Service Class has
worked on a number of other projects. The class promoted the St.
Vincent de Paul Society’s Walk for
the Poor in September, which resulted in many school and parish
families pledging donations or
walking in the event. More recently, the presidential election was
combined with the need to stock
the parish food pantry—voting for
candidates was done with canned
goods. On Nov. 7, the class delivered nearly 650 cans and boxes of
food to the pantry.
“The poor won this election!”
said eighth-grader Tony Pacheco
as he and his classmates carried
boxes laden with food to the
pantry.
“The Service Class won, too,”
said Jeremy Cassidy-Cernanec,
class co-moderator. “They are
showing how faith put into action
can change their world.”

LO C A L N E W S l 1 5

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l NOVEMBER 12, 2008

SISTER Jean
Panisko,
S.C.L., principal of
Annunciation
School, poses
with former
students
Johnnyangel
Ortega and
Essence
Moore at the
Nov. 7
Evening for
Hope gala,
which benefits the Seeds
of Hope
Charitable
Trust.
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

At annual gala, Seeds of
Hope announces bold
fundraising campaign
BY JOHN GLEASON

More than 400 people gathered
at the Denver Performing Arts
Complex on Nov. 7 for the annual
gala to benefit the Seeds of Hope
Charitable Trust, which provides
tuition assistance to students to
attend
inner-city
Catholic
schools and grants to the schools.
Against the backdrop of the city
at night, Evening of Hope attendees were entertained by uplifting
music and inspired by students
who told how Seeds of Hope has
helped them achieve their goal of a
Catholic education and the promising path they are on.
When all the counting is finished, it’s expected that the gala
will have raised more than
$400,000, organizers said. Since
its inception, the trust has given
more than $16 million to students at 36 archdiocesan
Catholic schools through its various programs.
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., honorary co-chair
of the event, thanked all who
showed up to help the needy
students.
“Coming off this political season I know that everyone, regardless of political affiliation
knows the importance of education,” he said. “We live in uncertain economic times but at
times like this God stirs us on to
change and one way we change
is by helping others.”
Attendees were treated to a
short film called, “Kids Say the
Cutest Things,” in which grade
school students were asked
what they thought made God
laugh (eating doughnuts and
being messy) and what they
want to be when they grow up (a
video game movie star and a Star
Wars trooper).
Musical entertainment was
provided by Father Patrick Dolan,
pastor of Most Precious Blood
Parish in Denver, accompanied

HOW TO DONATE
Mail: check payable to Seeds of
Hope, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210
Online: visit seedsofhope.org
Call: 303-715-3127

by the children’s choir from St.
Rose of Lima School, and former
St. Rose student Chloe Scull, now
a student at Denver School of the
Arts, who performed “Songs of
Hope,” a montage of Broadway
and pop songs that speak of the
future, of confidence in one’s self
and of being there for one another; in effect, setting the music to
the mission of the trust.
Two former students of
Annunciation School shared how
Seeds of Hope has benefited
them. Essence Moore, a student
at University of Denver majoring
in public policy and social science with an eye on attending law
school, told about the sacrifices
her family made so that she could
get a Catholic education.
“It wasn’t an easy journey,” she
told the audience in a broken
voice, “but my mother knew that
getting an education was a key
component to my future and that
of my three sisters.”
Moore, who graduated from
Annunciation in 1998, said the
sacrifice her family made and the
generosity of Seeds of Hope contributors allowed her the benefits
and joys of a parochial education.
“I learned Christian values. I
learned the power of prayer,”
she said. “And because of these
things, next fall I’ll graduate
from college.”
Johnnyangel Ortega, 15, attends Arrupe Jesuit High School.
Also a graduate of Annunciation,
Orgega said that his former grade
school still feels like home.

See Gala, Page 18

Catholic Latino leaders’ organization elects president
The Catholic Association of cer for the Denver Archdiocese,
Latino Leaders, an organization was elected to the position Oct.
29, a spokesman said.
of community leaders
“This is exciting news
whose purpose is to
for all of us who are
work with the Catholic
committed to serve the
Church for the common
Hispanic community
good in the service of
and
our
beloved
Hispanic communities
Catholic Church,” Mario
in this country, recently
J. Paredes, chairman of
announced the appointLINDA-ANN
ment of its first presi- GABRIELLA CALL’s executive board,
said in a statement. “For
dent and CEO.
SALAS
the first time since our
Linda-Ann Gabriella
Salas, former public affairs offi- founding we will have an execu-

tive in charge of the day-to-day
tasks required of CALL. This
gives great opportunities for
growth, coordination and execution.
“Linda-Ann is a native of New
Mexico and comes to CALL with
an impressive background,” he
said. “She is (a) former vice
chancellor of the Archdiocese of
Denver, Colo., and has been a
close collaborator of our

See C.A.L.L., Page 18
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DRES recognized for service Leading Christian ethicist to deliver

talk on discipleship
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

On Oct. 30 the Office of
Evangelization and Catechesis
hosted its annual appreciation
luncheon for directors of religious education and catechists
at the John Paul II Center. About
70 religious educators attended
from across the Denver metro

area. Ten people who have
worked as religious educators 25
years or more were given special
recognition. Three DREs, Alice
Nash, Sharon Ryan and
Marilane McCarthy, have been
in religious education for 40 plus
years.

On Nov. 17, the next installment of the Archbishop’s
Lecture Series will take place
when noted lecturer Professor
Stanley Hauerwas takes the
podium for a 7 p.m. talk titled
“Discipleship as a Craft: The
Church as a Disciplined
Community.”
A professor of theological
ethics and of law at Duke
University,
Hauerwas
has
sought to recover the significance of the virtues for understanding the nature of the
Christian life. His book, “A
Community of Character,” was
selected as one of the 100 most
important books on religion of
the 20th century and in 2001, he
was named America’s Best
Theologian by Time magazine.
During his lecture, Hauerwas

DISCIPLESHIP
LECTURE
Speaker: Professor-author
Stanley Hauerwas
Topic: Discipleship as a Craft:
the Church as Disciplined
Community
When: 7 p.m. Nov. 17
Where: Bonfils Hall of the
John Paul II Center, 1300 S.
Steele St.
Cost: free

PHOTO PROVIDED

STANLEY HAUERWAS

will delve into the question of
what it means for a Christian to
be part of a church community.
He will also discuss how the
Gospel was originally seen as a
as a way of life rather than an individualistic ideology. His talk
will be a challenge for Christians
to live out a more active and intentional walk in Christ.
Tim Gray, president of the
Augustine Institute and a former
student of Hauerwas, said people will be in for a dynamic
evening.
“Christianity is not just a
creed, but a way of life,” Gray
said. “The demands of that life—
how the Gospel makes radical
claims on the way we live our
lives—is what discipleship and
Hauerwas’s talk is all about.”
Christianity calls for renewal;
for that to happen, Gray said,
Christians first need to be conformed to Christ, which is what
the art of discipleship is all
about.
“That is why Hauerwas’s talk
is so important,” he said. “We
need to recover the skills requisite for being discipled and also
how to then initiate others in the
way of discipleship.”
Gray said an element of
Christianity that often gets lost
is the identity of church as a disciplined community living out
the cross. Modern media and
cultural views are often hostile
to the church as an organized
community.
“We need to think afresh
about what it means to be part
of the church and the summons
of being an active and positive
member of the body of Christ,”
Gray said.
Gray describes his old professor as one of the best communicators he knows.
“He’ll challenge people to a
radical call to discipleship,” he
said, “and have them ask themselves, ‘What exactly does it
mean to follow Christ?’”
Hauerwas will speak in Bonfils
Hall at the John Paul II Center,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver. For
more information, contact the
Office of Communications at or
call 303-715-3123.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Prayer Service: to celebrate and give
thanks for our military at St. Frances
Cabrini Church, 6673 W. Chatfield Ave.,
Littleton. A reception will follow. Call
303-979-7688 for more information.
Nov. 14: 7 p.m.
Veterans Day Mass: to honor all veterans and emergency responders at St.
Bernadette Church, 7240 W. 12th. Ave.,
Lakewood. Reception to follow.
Nov. 14: 8:30 a.m.
Jubilee Mass: to celebrate 150th anniversary of Sisters of Charity of
Leavenworth at Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception 1530 Logan
St., Denver. Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., will be main celebrant. Reception to follow.
Nov. 16: Mass 12:30 p.m.
Reception 1:30 p.m.
Annual St. Cecilia Mass: and blessing
of pastoral musicians at Sts. Peter and
Paul Church, 3900 Pierce St., Wheat
Ridge. Call 303-715-3156 for more information.
Nov. 21: 7 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Holiday Boutique and Bake Sale: at St.
Francis de Sales parish, 324 S.
Sherman St., Denver. Gifts, baked
goods and raffle.

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Nov. 15: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Nov. 16: 9 a.m. - noon
Book Sale: over 30,000 available at
Cardinal Stafford Library, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver. Call for times, 303-715-3146.
Nov. 15-22
Christmas Bazaar: at Holy Protection of
the Mother of God Church, 1201 S.
Elizabeth St., Denver. Gifts, goodies
and stocking stuffers.
Nov. 16: 11:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Pancake Breakfast: sponsored by Holy
Rosary Men’s Club, 4672 Pearl St.,
Denver. Cost $5 adults, $2 children.
Those age 60 or over with November
birthday eat free. Call 303-296-3283
Nov.: 16: 7:30 a.m. - noon

School annual sale. Orders taken
through Nov. 19 for Dec. 1 delivery.
Call 303-344-0082 ext. 22.
Holiday Fundraiser: for Little Sisters of
the Poor, 3629 W. 29th Ave., Denver.
Decorations, candy and baked goods.
Nov. 21: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Nov. 22: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Priesthood Discernment Retreat: at
Mother Cabrini Shrine, 20189 Cabrinin
Blvd., Golden. Details by calling 303282-3429.
Nov. 14-16

Harvest Basket/Bake Sale: at St.
Anthony of Padua Church, 3801 W.
Ohio Ave., Denver.
Nov. 16: 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Orientation Meetings: for men interested in becoming a deacon at JPII Center,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, Room 111.
Call Deacon John Smith for more information 303-715-3198.
Nov. 15: 9 a.m.

Trees, Wreaths And Poinsettias: for
sale during Bishop Machebeuf High

Archbishop’s Lecture Series: continues with Stanley Hauerwas who will

speak on “Discipleship as a Craft: The
Church as Disciplined Community” in
Bonfils Hall at JPII Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Call 303-715-3123
for details.
Nov. 17: 7 p.m.
Living Leadership: subject of talk by
Chris Lowney at Regis University,
3333 Regis Blvd., Denver. Call 303964-5195 for details.
Nov. 18: 7 p.m.

Courage: a group for those dealing with
homosexual feelings. Weekly meetings
for those seeking support in living a
chaste Christian life. Anonymity assured. Call 720-434-2638.
Support Group: for families of gay and
lesbian children meet at St. Frances
Cabrini Parish Community House, 6673
W. Chatfield Ave., Littleton. Call 303683-1718 for details.
First Wed. of month: 7 p.m.
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Stem cells

Gala

From Page 3

From Page 15

taken from a patient’s own tissues are a perfect match and
those from birth-associated tissues are widely compatible.
Finally, they are much more
likely to be fully mature and
therefore clinically safe and clinically useful.

Direct reprogramming
In the fall of 2007, three independent research groups
stunned the world by showing
that adult skin cells could be
converted directly into stem cells
having all the important properties of human ESCs. By providing
patient-matched stem cells, the
iPSC technique solves the problem of immune rejection.
Reprogrammed iPSCs are therefore superior to ESCs on both
ethical and scientific grounds.

What price are we willing to pay
for medical cures?
On purely practical grounds,
embryonic stem cell research is
not the most effective use of research money, and does not offer

“If it hadn’t been for my principal, Sister Jean (Panisko), and
teachers there, I wouldn’t be on
the path I’m on today,” he said.
“One time when I felt like throwing it all away, she said that I was
made for success; that it wasn’t in
BARRY Goudy was successfully
my nature to fail. With all the stutreated for multiple sclerosis
dents she had to take care of, she
with adult stem cells.
still had time for me.”
As a student of Arrupe, Ortega
the greatest hope to patients.
participates
in an internship proOn a more fundamental level,
we must not ignore the moral cost gram that helps cover the cost of
of scientific research. Research on his tuition. He spends part of
each week working for Blue
human ESCs involves the intentional destruction of human life at Cross-Blue Shield filing and
working in the mail room, with
its earliest and most vulnerable
the goals of graduation and colstage. Regardless of any potential
benefit this research may offer, as lege firmly in his mind. He has a
future and wants to share it.
citizens and as Christians, we
“I’m going to show my siblings
must ask ourselves: Can medical
that
college is not impossible,”
cures justify the price of destroyhe said.
ing human life?
A bold fundraising campaign
called “100 Days of Hope” was anMaureen L. Condic, Ph.D., is a
nounced by John Harpole, chairresearcher and associate professor
in the Department of Neurobiology man of the Seeds of Hope board
of trustees. Harpole told the
and Anatomy, University of Utah
Denver Catholic Register the goal
School of Medicine.

is to raise $2 million in 100 days.
“Our organization has reached
a critical juncture between its history and future,” he said. “Since
we were founded 12 years ago,
Seeds of Hope has grown from assisting 259 students that first year
to a record 1,700 last year. Today,
we’ve realized a larger number of
requests for tuition assistance
than in any time in our history.”
Harpole said because of the
current economic crisis, the trust
has been impacted in two ways:
an increase in the number of requests for assistance and a less
than stellar performance in the
trust’s investments.
“The performance of our investments is approximately $2
million below its performance
last year,” he said.
Harpole said it is the hope and
prayer of the organization to raise
an incremental $5 million over
the next five years so as to continue its mission.
“We must do everything we can
to continue to meet this increasing need and continue the bridge
that we have built between poverty and hope,” he said. “If we let
despair in, hope goes out and
faith is soon to follow.”

C.A.L.L.
From Page 15
founder,
(San
Antonio)
Archbishop Jose Gomez.”
Archbishop Gomez, with the
help and support of Archbishop
Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.,
began offering conferences for
Latino business leaders and
bishops when the former was an
auxiliary bishop of the Denver
Archdiocese. The first conference was held at St. Malo Retreat
Center in Allenspark, Colo., six
years ago. An outgrowth of those
meetings, CALL was officially
launched in January.
The organization’s mission
statement describes it as “a
forum for members to strengthen their faith in community
through prayer, education and
service. We commit to being a
national voice for Hispanics on
social justice issues and to impact the national dialogue and
its outcome in favor of improving our nation’s policies affecting
Latinos.”
For more information about
CALL, visit online at call-usa.org.
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