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An autumn reflection:
The four last things
Each name and date on a cemetery headstone tells the story
of a person’s life—some lives brief, others full of years. When
we walk in a cemetery, we’re reminded of the preciousness of
life and the significance of death.
The seasons every year are a reflection of a greater reality.
Most of us love autumn, which always has a special beauty in
Colorado. But as the leaves fall from trees, and the days grow
shorter and colder, our spirit subtly changes. November reminds us that all life, including our own, comes to an end.
Over the centuries, the Church has often called her people to
reflect on the “Four Last Things”—death, judgment, hell and
heaven. She has a good reason for doing so. Life is brief. And
all of us, whether rich or poor, unknown or famous, will very
soon encounter the Four Last Things, directly and personally.
They’re very real, and they matter eternally.
When the young man in the Gospel asked Jesus, “Good
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” he was reminding us that each human soul has something to be saved for ...
and something to be saved from. We are made for joy. We are
made for heaven. But we have alternatives. The November
feasts of All Saints and All Souls, which we just celebrated, draw
our attention to the reality of the end of our lives. One day, we
will die, and the people we love most in this world will die.
When we really understand that life as we know it is temporary and transitional, it changes the way we live. We begin to
see that relationships are more important than things. We become aware that love of God and neighbor should drive our
lives, rather than possessions and self-centeredness.
In Scripture, Jesus makes it clear that our salvation isn’t assured, nor is it easy. We will be judged on whether we loved
God with all of our strength, and whether we loved our neighbor as ourselves.
Knowing this should motivate us to evaluate our lives. God
takes our choices and our actions very seriously. Do our lives
reflect an understanding of this simple truth?
The examination of conscience has been a Christian practice
throughout the centuries. At the end of the day, before going to
bed every night, we should examine our conscience to see what
we have done, or left undone, to please or displease God and to
serve or not serve our brothers and sisters.
Praying for the dead has been a Catholic tradition from the
earliest days of the Church. At every Mass, we pray for the
dead. We should also pray for our beloved dead in our personal
devotions. When we die, we hope the family and friends we
leave behind will pray for us with great intensity so we might be
worthy of the purifying love of God.
Death will always be a sobering prospect for human beings,
but we Christians do it with confidence, knowing that there is
new life beyond death. Our faith in Christ Jesus and his resurrection makes it possible for us to face this reality. We know we
are going to die, but we also see death as the beginning of new
life.
By the death and resurrection of Christ, the gates of heaven
have been “opened” to us. The Catechism of the Catholic
Church uses the following words to describe the glory of heaven:
“This mystery of blessed communion with God and all who
are in Christ is beyond all understanding and description.
Scripture speaks of it in images: life, light, peace, wedding feast,
wine of the kingdom, the Father’s house, the heavenly
Jerusalem, paradise: ‘No eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the
heart of man conceived, what God has prepared for those who
love him’” (No. 1027).
Those are great words to ponder as we draw to the close of
the Church year—and look forward with hope to Advent.

150 years of loving ministry
BY JOHN GLEASON

On Nov. 16, the Sisters of Charity
of Leavenworth will bring to a
close a jubilee year marking the
150th anniversary of the order.
On that day, an anniversary
Mass will be celebrated at 12:30
p.m. by Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M., Cap., at the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception in downtown Denver. Everyone is invited.
The order, founded on the
teachings of St. Vincent de Paul by
Mother Xavier Ross began in 1858
when a small congregation of sisters arrived in Leavenworth, Kan.,
and began to teach at a local boys
school. Soon after, an academy for
girls was started and the sisters
traveled the area tending to the
sick wherever they found them. In
1864 the sisters opened the first
private hospital in Kansas and
today the Sisters of Charity of
Leavenworth can be found in 11
states and in Latin America.
The order has been in Colorado
almost as long as it’s been in existence, opening St. Joseph
Hospital in 1873, Mount St.
Vincent Home in 1883 and
Annunciation School in 1890.
For 135 years, the Sisters of
Charity of Leavenworth, through
St. Joseph Hospital, have provided health care services to
Denver’s neediest populations,
among them, the poor, the
homeless and the underserved,
many of whom have consistently
been women and children.
Today, the hospital is still
owned by the community but for
the past 10 years the day-to-day
operation is done through a management
agreement
with
Exempla Health Care. The sisters’
tradition of helping the sick continues thanks in part to volunteers from the order who give of
their time at the hospital.
Two of these religious sisters
volunteers are themselves biological sisters. Sister Owen Marie
Falk and Sister Marie deLourdes
Falk assist St. Joseph Hospital patients who come in for treatment
or therapy. Trained as educators
the sisters, each of whom has
been a Sister of Charity of
Leavenworth for more than 60
years, have taught in Wyoming,
Montana, Kansas and Colorado.
Sister Owen Marie taught at
Annunciation School in Denver
and Sister Marie deLourdes
served as principal at St.

SISTERS OF CHARITY
OF LEAVENWORTH
ANNIVERSARY MASS
When: 12:30 p.m. Nov. 16
Where: Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St. A reception will follow
at the Knights of Columbus Hall,
1555 Grant St.
Who: Everyone is invited
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SISTER MARIE deLourdes Falk,
S.C.L., chats with Willard Shoop
during his treatment at Exempla
St. Joseph Hospital. Sister Marie
offers comfort and companionship
to patients during their visits.
Bernadette School in Lakewood.
After retiring, the two changed
ministries and went to work for
archdiocesan housing.
“We opened up Holy Family
Plaza, the senior living facility in
north Denver,” Sister Owen Marie
said. “I was the activities director
and my sister was the administrator. For 17 years it was the best
job you could have.”
Eight years ago the two retired,
again, or so they thought. Soon
they were at the volunteer office
at St. Joseph Hospital, looking to
get involved and help people.
Sister Marie deLourdes calls
what they’re doing now a rewarding ministry.
“Many people who come here
for treatment are nervous, especially the first few times,” she
said. “We sit and talk with them,
we make them coffee. We let
them know that we’re here for
them.”
Both sisters are looking forward to the Mass on Nov. 11 but
noted the whole year has been
reason for celebrating the contributions of their community.
“150 years is quite a while,”
Sister Owen Marie said with a
laugh, “and we’ve been a part of
that for a long time. But it’s been
wonderful. Last summer some of
us from the hospital traveled to
our motherhouse for a celebration to mark the jubilee. Three

hundred sisters and many more
associates came together to celebrate our community.”
Although it is no longer staffed
entirely by members of the Sisters
of Leavenworth, Annunciation
Grade School was also started by
the community. And today Sister
Jean Panisko, principal there for 27
years, says that the order’s relationship with the poor is as strong now
as it was when the school was
founded more than 100 years ago.
“Our community was founded,
in part, on the rule of St. Vincent
de Paul to care for the poor,” she
said. “This is where we have come
in touch with the poor through
the years; from Irish to German to
Hispanic to African-American. …
Education is one of the ways out
of poverty.”
Sister Jean said you only have
to look to the inner-city school’s
high immigrant and minority enrollment to see how those who
come to this country with little
want their children to have better.
“Our student enrollment is 202
and we have waiting lists for most
classes,” she said. “It is an overwhelming positive experience
that so many want our services.”
Sister Marie Michael Mollis has
been a member of the community for 54 years. The Cheyenne native also spent many years in education in Kansas, Montana and
Wyoming before coming to
Denver where she spent two
decades
teaching
at
Annunciation School. After that,
she spent 14 years at St. Nicholas
Church in Platteville, Colo., doing
parish work.
Today, you’ll find Sister Marie
Michael tutoring students with
reading at Mount St. Vincent
Home in Denver.
Originally
founded as an orphanage, today,
the community-operated facility is
a residential treatment center for
children who have been abused or

See Anniversary, Page 14
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Seminarians to visit parishes Nov. 8-9
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

More than 100 men are now in
formation at the two seminaries
operated
by
the
Denver
Archdiocese. Parishioners will
have an opportunity to meet
some of them at Masses the
weekend of Nov. 8-9, when seminarians will visit many of the
parishes to talk about vocations
and to ask for donations.
The annual appeal generates
25 percent of the funds required
to operate the seminaries, which
aim to ensure there will be priests
for this third millennium of the
Church.
Since 1908 the sacred ground at
1300 S. Steele Street in Denver
has been home to seminarian
studies for the Archdiocese of
Denver.
The Congregation of the
Mission order known as “the
Vincentians”
operated
St.
Thomas Theological Seminary
until financial considerations
forced them to close in 1995.
Shortly after the Vincentians decided to close the seminary, thenArchbishop J. Francis Stafford
laid the groundwork for new
seminaries in Denver when he
led the purchase of the site.
“Through his efforts and inspired by the 1993 World Youth
Day in Denver, Archbishop
Stafford decided to open an archdiocesan ‘missionary’ seminary,
Redemptoris Mater Missionary
House of Formation (now called
Redemptoris
Mater

ANNUAL
SEMINARY APPEAL
What: seminarians will visit
parishes speaking about
vocations and making an appeal
for donations
When: Nov. 8-9
Fact: the appeal generates 25
percent of necessary operating
funds for the two seminaries
forming priests for the Denver
Archdiocese.

Archdiocesan
Missionary
Seminary),” said Bob Hurley, director of development for St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary.
This innovative international
seminary, now one of 72 such
seminaries across the globe,
forms priests to serve the Denver
Archdiocese who also receive
missionary training and can be
sent, at the archbishop’s discretion, anywhere in the world.
“A few years later, and armed
with Archbishop Stafford’s vision,
Denver’s new Archbishop Charles
J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., opened St.
John
Vianney
Theological
Seminary,” Hurley said. “He expanded seminarian efforts for
men interested in the priesthood
focusing on preparing men to be
‘parish’ priests.”
Today, the archdiocese has
these two distinct seminaries—
one dedicated to missionary
work and the other to parish

work—both forming priests to
serve all of northern Colorado,
Hurley said.
The first seminarians arrived at
Redemptoris Mater in the spring
of 1996, while the first seminarians for St. John Vianney arrived in
1999. Between the two seminaries, there are currently 73 men
studying to be priests for Denver,
and 36 men studying for priesthood for 13 other dioceses
throughout the United States.
“The education of a seminarian costs approximately $23,500
annually and are typically covered by the bishop or archbishop
of the man’s respective diocese,”
Hurley said. “Whether for this
archdiocese or another, the tuition and living expenses for seminarians are generally covered
through direct fundraising and
gifts given to the bishops for their
seminarians or gifts made directly to the seminary from supportive Catholics.”
The process of becoming a
priest is a long-term commitment.
St. John Vianney men enroll in a
five- to seven-year program, depending on previous high school
and college education. The first
year is spent in a “Spirituality Year”
where the seminarian uses the entire year discerning his respective
call, spending time on silent retreats and doing a 30-day immersion apostolate.
“St. John Vianney is the only
seminary in the United States

See Seminarians, Page 18

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Nov. 6: Presbyteral Council meeting, JPII Center (10 a.m.), followed by the Priests’ Personnel Board meeting
Nov. 7: AIDS Mass, Holy Ghost Church (7 p.m.)
Nov. 7: Colorado Catholic Conference board of directors meeting, Colorado Springs (10 a.m.); Evening of Hope,
Seawell Ballroom, Denver Center for the Performing Arts
Nov. 8-13: U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ general meeting, Baltimore

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Nov. 5: Mass, Blessed Sacrament School, Denver (8:10 a.m.); Mass, Christ the King Chapel, JpII Center,
Denver (12:10 p.m.)
Nov. 6: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Presbyteral Council Meeting, JPII Center (10 a.m.), followed by
Priests’ Personnel Board meeting.
Nov. 7: Colorado Catholic Conference Board of Governors meeting, Colorado Springs (10 a.m.); Evening of
Hope benefit for Seeds of Hope, Donald R. Seawell Grand Ballroom, Denver Performing Arts Center Complex
Nov. 9: Solemn Pontifical High Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (2:15 p.m.)
Nov. 10 – 13: U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ fall meeting, Baltimore

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
The following assignment by Most. Rev. Mieczslaw Mokrzycki, Archdiocese of Lviv, Ukraine, is confirmed by
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Rev. Grzegorz Odrzywolek, granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately,
until his ministry in the archdiocese is completed.
The following assignment by Very Rev. Charles Polifka, O.F.M. Cap., provincial minister, Capuchin Franciscans,
Province of Mid-America, Denver, Colo., is confirmed by Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Rev. Simeon Gallagher, O.F.M. Cap., granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately, until his assignment in the archdiocese is completed.
The following assignment from Most Rev. Robert Shaheen, D.D., of the Congregation for the Eastern
Churches, is confirmed by Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M.Cap.
Rev. Armando Elkhoury, granted faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately, until his ministry in the archdiocese is completed. At the same time, granted faculties in connection to his decree granting him faculties, until June 2010, to function in Latin Rite services. He will be in residence at St. Rafka
Maronite Church, Lakewood, Colo.
Rev. Michael Flaska, parochial vicar, Our Lady of the Pines Parish, Conifer, Colo., effective immediately, for a
three-year period. He will also have duties at Christ the King Parish, Evergreen.

RESPECT LIFE 2008-09
MOST REV.

MARTIN D. HOLLEY
A reflection on the African American
family and the culture of life
The 2008-09 Respect Life column series continues with the piece
below.
As an African American Catholic bishop who was born in a family
of 14 children, it should not be surprising that the issue of abortion,
particularly in the African American family, is of extreme importance to me.
My knowledge that my father, mother, and siblings were all baptized into the Catholic Church on the same day (June 20, 1954),
while my mother was six months’ pregnant with me, had a lot to do
with forming in me a pro-life attitude. The witness of my parents
taught all my siblings and me to respect the dignity of every human
person and to always welcome the gift of life.
Over hundreds of years, African Americans have traditionally been
pro-life. A pregnant unmarried couple could count on someone in
their families to help raise, love and educate their child well into
adulthood. This has happened more than once in my own family.
Today, discerning what is morally correct is a difficult challenge for
many in the African American community because the Roe v. Wade
decision of 1973 “legitimized” abortion as a legal “option.” The voices
that would normally alarm the community, in the pulpits of many of
our predominantly black churches, are now often silenced or muted.
In my own homilies, I have often referred to African Americans as
an endangered species. Statistics show that abortion has the greatest impact on black, unwed women who live in an urban environment where there may not be much support from family, friends or
social service networks.
Today the number one cause of death in the African American
community is abortion. We have lost over 13 million lives. To put
that in perspective, that is one third of our present black population:
1,452 black children are lost each day to abortion!
The abortion challenge in the African American community is
deeply interwoven with many other concerns. The black family constantly strives for social justice in confronting racism, poverty, violence, a lack of education, high unemployment, substance abuse,
incarceration, AIDS, teen pregnancy, a lack of affordable housing,
and many other needs. These concerns often tend to push the primary moral issue of abortion onto the back burner, when in reality
it clearly must be at the heart of our discussion on the survival of
African American people.
Through evangelization, preaching, and solid catechesis, the
Catholic Church will need to intensify its efforts to reach the broader African American community. Stated plainly: With abortion in the
black family, there is no future, only further extinction.

What can be done?
First and foremost, the local ordinary and his diocesan staff need
to make the issue of abortion in the African American community a
priority. This entails a commitment to allocate funds to conduct
workshops to train the laity in Pope John Paul II’s “theology of the
body” and his encyclical “The Gospel of Life,” along with the encyclicals of Pope Benedict XVI.
African American Catholic laity should be trained in the various
life issues and become more involved with the parish pro-life committee.
We have a profound social justice obligation to continue to provide funding and volunteer support for programs that offer assistance to unwed pregnant teens, women and families in the black
community.
Because the black family has been affected physically, psychologically, emotionally and spiritually by racism and social injustice, and
is being damaged even further by the trauma of abortion, there is an
urgent need to offer healing to all those involved in an abortion decision. The invitation of Pope John Paul the Great to women who
have had an abortion needs to resound in every Catholic Church:
“Do not lose hope. … Give yourselves over with humility and trust
to repentance.
“The Father of mercies is ready to give you his forgiveness and his
peace in the sacrament of reconciliation.
“… As a result of your own painful experience, you can be among
the most eloquent defenders of everyone’s right to life …” (“The
Gospel of Life,” No. 99).

See Holley, Page 12
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GUEST COLUMN
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

A day in the 40 Days for Life prayer vigil
BY JENNIFER SENOUR

GEORGE WEIGEL

The Christian story
and the world’s story
I can’t remember precisely when I fell in love with history, but it
was surely in the first innings of my reading life.
Granted, this was easier in the days when history was written and
taught as, well, history—meaning drama, heroes and villains, great arguments, wars and revolutions, and all that other dead white male
stuff. I was fortunate in my third grade teacher, the estimable Sister
Miriam Jude, SSND (then a postulant known as Sister Florence); she
had sold World Book encyclopedias on the side during her days as a
Philadelphia public school teacher, and talked my parents into buying
a set. Thanks to the World Book, I was off to the historical races. Then
there were Random House’s “Landmark Books,” wonderful historyfor-young-readers, written by real historians, not overly dumbeddown, and costing something like $.95 or $1.25 for a hardback. I
owned dozens, and read more than a few of them several times. Thus
prepared, high school and college history were fun, not drudgery, and
to this day, reading good narrative history is a never-failing pleasure.
History, that is, like Robert Bruce Mullin’s A Short World History of
Christianity, recently published by Westminster John Knox Press. It is
no easy business, getting two millennia of Christian history into 283
readable pages. But Professor Mullin has done the job, in a readable
style that makes the fruits of his impressive ample scholarship available to a general audience.
Mullin is a master at sketching brief portraits of key figures in the
Christian story. He neatly disentangles the great—and often daunting—trinitarian, christological, and mariological controversies of the
first centuries in a thoroughly accessible way. Unlike many, perhaps
most, historians of Christianity, he understands that the Christian
contest with Islam has been a defining experience of Christian history, ever since the armies of Islam broke out of the Arabian peninsula
and swept across what was, in the seventh century, one of the vital
centers of the Christian world—North Africa. His description of the
accomplishments of the often-deplored Middle Ages is both just and
enlightening, as are his depictions of the Reformation, the Catholic
Counter-Reformation, and the European wars of religion. His attention to the tremendous missionary expansion of Christianity in the
19th and 20th centuries is a useful reminder, in this Pauline year, that
great Christian missions didn’t stop with St. Paul—or St. Francis
Xavier, for that matter.
What’s the relationship between the story told so well by Robert
Bruce Mullin and the history I inhaled with those World Books? When
history was taught properly, the sequence was usually organized by
chapter headings that read something like “Ancient Civilizations,”
“Greece and Rome,” “the Dark Ages,” the Middle Ages,” “Renaissance
and Reformation,” “the Age of Reason,” “the Age of Revolution,” “the
Age of Science,” “the Space Age,” or some such. From a Christian perspective, however, that is history read on its surface.
For there is another way to schematize the human story. Its chapter headings would run something like this: “Creation,” “Fall,”
“Promise,” “Prophecy,” “Incarnation,” “Redemption,”
“Sanctification,” “Proclamation,” “the Kingdom of God.” That story—
the biblical story, if you will—does not, however, run parallel to the
“real” story as taught in the history textbooks. The story that begins
with “Creation” and culminates in “the Kingdom of God” is the
human story, read in its proper depth and against its most ample
horizon. For the central truth of history is that history is His-story:
the story of God’s coming into time and our learning to take the
same path that God takes toward the future.
In A Short World History of Christianity, Robert Bruce Mullin offers
us, not a theological interpretation of history but a concise narrative
of the Church’s life in the world—the Church’s life between
“Redemption” and “the Kingdom of God.” To know that story is to
see how, in specific personalities and communities, both the Spirit
promised to the Church and the ancient enemy have been at work,
shaping what the world regards as “history.” It’s a story every literate
Catholic should know.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.Weigel’s column is distributed
by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

On a chilly October morning,
armed with lattes and rosaries,
college students and young professionals in the Denver metro
area gathered outside one of the
city’s
newest
facilities—a
sprawling 50,000-square-foot
behemoth whose doors opened
early this past July—to pray and
take part in the Denver
Archdiocese’s “40 Days for Life”
campaign. The nationwide
prayer campaign serves to pray
for the election of public officials who will defend and protect human life, especially the
life of the unborn.
The shining, $4.2 million facility is located in an up-and-coming residential area known as
Stapleton, named for the former
airport. The neighborhood,
home to a curious mix of low- to
middle-income single family
homes and upscale shops and
bistros, has undergone a renaissance of sorts over the past several years, evident in the surrounding architecture. The clinic occupies nearly an entire city

BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Nov. 9: Dedication of the
Lateran Basilica in Rome
Scripture readings:
• Ezekiel 47: 1-2, 8-9, 12
• Psalm 46:2-9
• 1 Corinthians 3:9-11, 16-17
• John 2:13-22
Theme: Temple of the Holy
Spirit. This Sunday we commemorate the dedication of the basilica of St. John Lateran. Dedicated
on Nov. 9, 318, it is the oldest
basilica in Rome and the official
“seat” of the pope and the
Cathedral of Rome. Its formal
name is “Archbasilica of the Most
Holy Savior, John the Baptist and
St. John the Evangelist at the
Lateran.” “Lateran” comes from
the name of an ancient Roman
family whose palace once occu-

block, staking it’s claim as the
largest Planned Parenthood facility in the United States.
Standing on the street opposite the three-story center, it was
difficult to comprehend that the
attractive, modern building before us was not a community
college or a middle school.
Shrouded in secrecy and built in
the midst of a flurry of controversy, the job was contracted to
the Weitz Company Rocky
Mountain.
Amid months of protest and
dissent from other cooperative
contractors—hired for a United
Airlines project, from whom
Planned Parenthood purchased
the original facility—the clinic
nonetheless opened three
months ahead of schedule, and
has since served as headquarters for Planned Parenthood of
the Rocky Mountains.
The young people gathered
outside weren’t thinking about
subcontractors or corporate intrigue, though. They had come
to pray, and pray they did, heads
bowed and gloved hands
clasped in quiet supplication. It

was a study in contrast to behold these attractively-clad
young adults, many of whom
had chosen to either delay or interrupt their work day to stand
in the street and bow their heads
before the grave injustice perpetrated against their generation.
Not one of them was old enough
to qualify as “Pre-Roe.”
Born after 1973, each of them
had trumped the odds simply by
arriving on earth intact. And
perhaps this was the strongest
motivator, the awareness that
but for the grace of God, any
number of them could have
come to an early, legal end in
their own mother’s womb.
Ann, a young mother who declined to give her last name, was
there with her husband and
their 7-month old twin boys,
and said “I got pregnant young,
but it was never a question.”
She abruptly broke off her explanation to hurry toward a
young couple who were approaching the clinic, hoping to
speak with them about her own

pied the site. This commemoration reminds us that while the
Church is more than just a building, she is nevertheless a visible
society as well a spiritual community. She is the place where
the Holy Spirit flourishes.
In the first reading the prophet
Ezekiel foresees a restored temple
after the people return from exile.
He envisions a stream of pure,
fresh water (a symbol of the Holy
Spirit) flowing from the threshold
of the temple out to the Dead Sea,
transforming it from a lifeless
body of brackish water into a restored Eden. Earth itself is renewed through the worship and
the holiness of God’s people. In
the second reading, Paul explains
to the Christians in Corinth that
they are a holy temple where the
Holy Spirit dwells. In this week’s
Gospel Jesus cleanses the temple
by driving out the money changers. The temple had become corrupted by the world around it—a
world dominated by money. By
driving out the money changers
Jesus was symbolically restoring

the temple to its original purity as
a house of prayer and the place
where the Holy Spirit flourishes.

THE SAINTS: ST. ENGELBERT
C. 1186 - 1225
Feast –
Nov. 7
As a child,
Engelbert
received
several
endowed
church
offices through family influence,
then was named archbishop of
Cologne (Germany) in 1217.

Though involved mostly with
secular matters, he also was
known for generosity to the
poor and fairness in disputes.
His sainthood came through
martyrdom. When Engelbert
demanded that his cousin
Frederick make restitution to
nuns in Essen for stealing their
property and abusing his
administrative trust, Frederick
and other nobles assassinated
him.
© 2008 CNS

See Vigil, Page 13

Key verse: “Do you not know
that you are the temple of God,
and that the Spirit of God dwells
in you?” (1 Cor 3:16)
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: “The one mediator,
Christ, established and ever sustains here on earth his holy
Church, the community of faith,
hope and charity, as a visible organization through which he
communicates truth and grace to
all men. The Church is at the
same time: a ‘society structured
with hierarchical organs and the
mystical body of Christ; the visible society and the spiritual community; the earthly Church and
the Church endowed with heavenly riches’” (No. 770).
Pope Benedict XVI: “The
Church has been appropriated by
God to be his particular possession in the world, something that
especially belongs to him, the living temple. God does not live in
stone but is alive in those who belong to him and form his true
temple” (“God and the World”).
Application: The Church of
course is more than just a building; it is the place where the Holy
Spirit flourishes. In the Mass we
are fed with the body and blood
of Christ. At the end of Mass we
are told to “Go in peace to love
and serve the Lord!” The love of
God which has been poured into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit
(Rom 5:5) is not something we
can keep to ourselves—it must be
shared with others.
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Eventually the Jews
chose a king as
leader. Who was the
first king?
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
Yesterday was Election Day in the
United States, where voters
elected a new president. Methods
of selection vary, but throughout
the Bible and Church history
leaders have emerged. This quiz
looks at some of them.
1. The father of what was to be the
Jewish nation, Abraham, was led
out of this region to the Holy Land:
a. Egypt;
b. Ur of the Chaldees;
c. The Ottoman Empire.
2. This descendant of his, while
starting off inauspiciously as a
slave, rose to be an important
leader in Egypt:
a. Isaac;
b. Jacob;
c. Joseph.
3. He ended up second in
command to the Egyptian ruler
who had this title:
a. Hatshepsut;
b. Pharaoh;
c. Potiphar.
4. When things turned sour in
Egypt for the Hebrews, this
leader arose:
a. Moses;
b. Micah;
c. Miriam.
5. What was unusual about him as
a leader of the Hebrew slaves?
a. He was, by religion, a priest of
Dagon;
b. He was more interested in
fishing and bull baiting;
c. He had been raised as an
Egyptian prince.
6. Although he led them to the
Promised Land he did not:
a. actually cross into it himself;
b. have any interest in their
wellbeing; it was a hobby;
c. know at the time that he was
supposed to have led them to
Chad.
7. The Israelites were led at times
by judges. One of these, Deborah,
was an unusual leader for that
time, being:
a. Hittite;
b. female;
c. Jewish.
8. Eventually the Jews chose a
king as leader. Who was the first
king?
a. Endor;
b. Sargon;

c. Saul.

a. Zebedee;

9. He was eventually ousted by
this man, who became Israel’s
most revered king ever:

b. Joachim;
c. Solomon.

b. David;

11. These leaders, religious rather
than political, had a major, often
troubling, role in Israelite society:

c. Solomon.

a. the prophets;

10. The last leader of the united
Jewish kingdom (Israel and
Judah) was this king, known for
his wisdom:

a. Samuel;

census, which resulted in Jesus
being born in Bethlehem not
Nazareth?

c. Peter.

a. Herod;

14. His spiritual descendants,
bishops of Rome, are commonly
referred to as:

b. Antiochus;

a. The holy he-man;

c. Augustus Caesar.

b. The pope;
c. The grand poobah.

b. the zealots;

13. Who did Jesus choose as
leader of the Apostles?

c. the protesters.

a. Paul;

12. Which leader called for a

b. John;

ANSWERS: 1.b, 2.c, 3.b, 4.a, 5.c,
6.a, 7.b, 8.c, 9.b, 10.c, 11.a, 12.c,
13.c, 14.b

THE CATEQUIZ’EM
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Homeownership dream becomes nightmare for many in foreclosure crisis
BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON
(CNS)—
Owning one’s own home—part
and parcel of the American
dream—is turning into a nightmare for a growing number of
American families.
The number of houses in foreclosure jumped 79.2 percent from
2006 to 2007, according to Realty
Trac, an online seller of foreclosed

properties. The 2008 figures aren’t
available yet, but they are expected
to be worse, given the current economic crisis the nation is facing.
Detroit and Wayne County,
Mich., was the area with the highest foreclosure rate last year, with
4.92 percent of all households living in properties facing foreclosure.
Close behind are Stockton,
Calif., with 4.87 percent of all
households facing foreclosure,
and Las Vegas, at 4.29 percent. In
fourth place is the Riverside-San
Bernardino, Calif., area, at 3.83
percent, but it placed first with actual 102,506 foreclosure filings.
The next-worst metropolitan
areas were, in descending order:
Sacramento, Calif.; Cleveland;
Bakersfield, Calif.; Miami; Denver;
and Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Topping the list of foreclosure
rates for states is Nevada, where
one in every 146 homes is in foreclosure. California is second, with
one in every 204 homes in foreclosure, followed by Arizona (one in
224), Florida (one in 242),
Colorado (one in 349), Maryland
(one in 380), Georgia (one in 422),
Ohio (one in 432), Michigan (one
in 440) and Massachusetts (one in
539).

CNS PHOTO/JIM WEST

DEMONSTRATORS protest in late
July the pending eviction of 72year-old Rubie Curl-Pinkins, a disabled woman who has lived in her
Detroit home for 45 years. The
bank foreclosed after Curl-Pinkins
fell behind on payments due to
mounting medical bills. Detroit
and Wayne County, Mich., was the
area with the highest foreclosure
rate last year, with 4.92 percent of
all households living in properties
facing foreclosure.
In Michigan the St. Ignatius
Nonprofit Housing Corp., has
been dedicated over the last 15
years to buying and rehabilitating
vacant houses in its eastside
Detroit neighborhood and selling
them to low- and moderate-income families—often for less
than the cost of the rehab. But it
has seen its mission change over
the past year.
The sole house it currently has
on the market has had no takers
for two years, and it was broken
into, with all of the saleable fixtures stripped. When it is rehabbed again, it will be leased,
according to the organization’s
director, John Ballard.
The previous ready availability

of grant money from foundations
and government sources for
building low-income housing is
drying up because they, too, are
feeling the pinch economically.
Based at Samaritan Center, a
one-time Catholic hospital now
hosting several service agencies,
St. Ignatius is the only entity in the
building with the word “housing”
in its name, so when people come
to the building looking for help to
keep their homes, they’re directed
St. Ignatius’ way — at the rate of
about a dozen a week, Ballard said.
The nonprofit housing corporation has taken to hosting public
forums on foreclosure; it has held
two and each drew 60 people.
Those who attended were not
“the people facing foreclosure,
but the family members and
friends of people facing foreclosure,” Ballard said.
Because the reeling auto industry has had a domino effect on
other sectors of the local economy, unemployment is up and
housing prices are down.
The median price of a house in
Detroit today is less than $10,000,
Ballard said. He supplied
Catholic News Service with maps
from the Detroit Vacant Property
Campaign which showed that,
with the exception of some riverfront areas and downtown sections, virtually the rest of the 140square-mile city is eligible for
federal
Neighborhood
Stabilization Fund money, and
has a “very high risk” of foreclosed homes being abandoned.
The sheriff of Genesee County,
Mich., which includes Flint, borrowed a page from the playbook
of the Cook County Sheriff’s
Office in Illinois and imposed a
moratorium on the evictions of
tenants in rental property whose
landlords had defaulted on their
mortgages to address the issue of
how renters are treated when
their landlord faces foreclosure.
To show how booming the
foreclosure business is, the foreclosure specialist with whom

Genesee County contracts has 46
people working for him, according to Undersheriff Jim Gage.
Some of those who handle
evictions were throwing “these
people out on the street before
the ink was dry” on the eviction
notice, Gage said. “They would
pull in a dumpster and unload
the guy’s house and leave, and
the guy would come home from
work and find his house empty,”
hence the moratorium.
Gage said the county’s specialist “gets the court order and he
goes to the home where the
renter is or the landlord,
whomever. ... He gets somebody
to come to the door — usually
they know when an eviction’s
coming. (He says,) ‘Why don’t
you get some friends and neighbors to help you move your stuff,
and I’ll be back in a week.’ Nine
out of ten times (when he returns) they’re gone. End of story.”
Asked if anyone had violated
the moratorium, Gage replied,
“We have some suspects; we’ll
put it that way.”
In
Cleveland,
Cathy
Groenstein, who works for the
East Side Organizing Project, said
her organization has been able to
assist 85 percent of homeowners
there who come looking for help,
usually by working with lenders
to modify mortgage terms.
The project receives funds
from the Catholic Campaign for
Human Development, the U.S.
bishops’ domestic anti-poverty
program.
Statistics for 2006-07 show that
three of the four biggest percentage jumps in foreclosure filings
were in or near Washington.
The Montgomery County, Md.,
suburb of Washington was 70th
overall among U.S. metropolitan
areas but registered a whopping
1,244 percent jump in filings,
tops in the nation. The District of
Columbia and its Virginia suburbs of Alexandria and Arlington
placed 41st among metropolitan
areas, but reported a 574 percent
jump in filings, third in the country. And the Baltimore area, 66th
in the U.S. in foreclosure rates in
2007, recorded a 544 percent hike
in filings.
It got so bad in one Maryland
parish that the pastor issued a
letter in early October directing
parishioners to sources to help
them prevent foreclosure.
“Today, I read that in our
neighborhood of Oakview alone,
seven houses have gone into
foreclosure in the past few
months, another eight (were)
condemned, bringing home how
much the current economic crisis is affecting our parish,” wrote
Father Michael Johnson, pastor
of St. Camillus Parish in Silver
Spring, Md., next door to
Washington.
“I know that when people are
having trouble with their mortgage and are worried about losing their home, sometimes they

See Homeownership, Page 7
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Pope Benedict calls for help
to end violence against
Indian, Iraqi Christians
BY CAROL GLATZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope
Benedict XVI called on government and religious leaders to
help end acts of “cruel violence”
and intolerance many minority
Christians are facing in some
parts of the world, especially in
Iraq and India.
He asked authorities do everything possible to restore the rule
of law and peaceful coexistence
so that “honest and legal citizens
may know they can count on adequate protection from the state.”
The pope made his appeal
from his apartment window to
pilgrims gathered below in St.
Peter’s Square before praying the
Angelus Oct. 26.
He said he wanted to draw the
world’s attention to “the tragedy
that is engulfing some countries
in the East where Christians are
victims of intolerance and cruel
violence, killed, threatened and
forced to abandon their homes
and wander in search of refuge.”
Iraq and India were two nations
of deep concern, he said, adding
that he wanted to uphold an appeal launched Oct. 24 by Catholic
leaders from the Middle East,
Eastern Europe and India who
were participating in the world
Synod of Bishops on the Bible.
Pope Benedict said he was
sure that, “after centuries of living in respectful coexistence, the
ancient and noble peoples” of
Iraq and India have learned to
“appreciate the contribution the
small, but hard-working and
skilled, Christian minorities
make to the development of
their shared nation.”
Christians “do not demand
privileges but desire only to be
able to continue living in their
country together with their fellow
citizens as they have always
done,” he said.
Since the world’s governments
and religious leaders are role
models and guide their peoples,
the pope said, they should make
“significant and explicit gestures
of friendship and consideration
toward Christian or other religions minorities” and help defend minorities’ rights.
In India, tens of thousands of
Christians have fled antiChristian violence that erupted in
Orissa state in late August. Several
Church leaders have denounced
the local government’s inaction in
stopping or prosecuting the cases
of violence and destruction of
Church property.
The U.N. High Commissioner
for Refugees reported that in
northern Iraq more than 13,000
Christians have fled Mosul recently because of intensified vio-

lence and intimidation there.
That figure represents more than
half the city’s total Christian population—many of whom have
fled to other towns farther north
or across the border to Syria, the
UNHCR said Oct. 24.
Chaldean Bishop Rabban al Qas
of Arbil told the Rome-based missionary agency AsiaNews that the
wave of killings and threats against
Christians in Mosul has intimidated even moderate Muslims, who
now no longer try to defend their
neighbors from intolerance.
“Once they used to open their
homes to the Christians; now, out
of fear of fanaticism and terrorism, they do not even dare show
that they are friends or acquaintances of Christians,” the bishop
said in an Oct. 27 message to the
news agency.
Bishop Qas said the Iraqi forces
and government have not done
enough to try to prevent or stop
the recent wave of killings and
threats against Christians.
“What is taking place in these
days is their responsibility, without forgetting the responsibilities
of the American forces and representatives of the United Nations.
What is taking place in Mosul is
happening right in front of their
eyes: The terrorists are killing,
placing bombs in homes and
churches, driving out the
Christians without the slightest
effort by the authorities of Mosul
to defend those whose only fault
is that they are disciples of Jesus
Christ,” he said.
The bishop said 12 Chaldean
bishops were to meet in Arbil Oct.
28 with the Vatican’s nuncio in
Iraq,
Archbishop
Francis
Chullikatt, to evaluate the situation of Iraq’s minority Christians.

BRIEF

Unclear if pope
will support
women officially
in lector ministry
VATICAN
CITY
(CNS)—
Probably the most newsy—and
somewhat unexpected—item in
the final propositions of the
Synod of Bishops on the Bible
was a proposal to allow women
to be installed officially in the
ministry of lector.
The issue was raised in
Proposition 17 on “the ministry
of the word and women,” and it
passed Oct. 26 with 191 votes in
favor, 45 opposed and three abstentions, according to informed
sources.
“It is hoped that the ministry
of lector be opened also to
women, so that their role as proclaimers of the word may be recognized in the Christian community,” the proposition states
in its final sentence.
What Pope Benedict XVI will
do with that proposal is unclear,
according to Vatican officials
contacted shortly after the synod
vote.
The issue is not whether
women can act as lectors, or
Scripture readers, in Catholic
liturgies. They already do so at
Masses all over the world, including papal Masses.
The question is whether
women can be installed officially
in such a ministry. Until now, the
Vatican has said no: Canon law
states that only qualified laymen
can be “installed on a stable
basis in the ministries of lector
and acolyte.”
At the same time, canon law
does allow for “temporary deputation” as lector to both men and
women, which is why women
routinely appear as lectors.

Homeownership
From Page 6
panic. And sometimes in their
panic, they unwisely sign things
they don’t understand and/or
they do nothing and miss opportunities to better the situation,”
he said, pointing to a Maryland
Department of Housing and
Community Development network to help homeowners stave
off foreclosure.
In an Oct. 21 telephone interview with CNS, Father Johnson
said he was prompted to write the
letter because of “the amount of
people that came in and had no
clue what to do. I had a woman
(come in) and she basically said,
‘I’m dealing with this situation
and I don’t know where to turn.’
Another person was paying thousands of dollars to somebody to
do something that the state was
ready to do for free.”
The foreclosure crisis was just
beginning to manifest itself a year
ago, Father Johnson said. It can
also be seen, he added, “in the
amount of folks who come to the
door for food. It has grown steadi-

ly over the past year. Most of
those folks live in apartments, but
not all. Some of the folks we’re
helping, they’re trying to make
the payments, trying to keep the
electric on.”
Father Johnson said, “I think for
most people the biggest thing is
fear of the unknown,” adding that
“a number of people have
thanked me” for writing the letter.
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High school dedicates
Football teams vie for traveling trophy
statue of namesake patrons
BY JOHN GLEASON

BY PATTY GABRIEL

Holy Family High School in
Broomfield celebrated the blessing of its new Holy Family statue
on Oct. 19. The statue was dedicated to the entire community
of students, alumni, faculty, staff
and friends in a ceremony that
emphasized the importance of
family and of faith.
The bronze replaces, for the
high school, the statue that remains in northwest Denver with
Holy Family Parish. The original
piece was the center of many of
the high school, grade school
and parish traditions when the
three shared the Utica Street
campus. Those traditions were
the inspiration for acquiring the
new sculpture.
The ceremonies began with a
Mass in the gymnasium attended
by more than 400 community
members. Father Greg Ames was
the
main
celebrant.
Concelebrants were Father Ken
Liuzzi, Father Ken Leone and
Father Martin Lally. Each of these
priests has a special tie to the
school. Father Ames is the school
chaplain. Father Liuzzi is the former dean of students, athletic director, and a current board of
trustees member. Father Lally is a

1968 alumnus and former student body president.
Principal Mike Gabriel told
the attendees the long-term goal
for the statue and its location is a
meditation and prayer grotto for
the school’s community.
Following the Mass, the congregation followed the sound of
bagpipes to the blessing and unveiling of the statue on the east
lawn of the school. Gabriel told of
the journey of obtaining the latest
addition to the campus. He
spoke of the generosity of the entire community who provided the
Holy Family statue for the school
and who also supplied everything
needed for the celebration.
“The blessings bestowed on
the school over the last 10 years
and especially today are a reminder of the strength of our
community and the family of
faith that is Holy Family,”
Gabriel said.
The bronze is the work of
Brian Hanlon of Toms River, N.J.
Hanlon has done work for the
Church of the Risen Christ,
Arrupe Jesuit High School and
Regis University. He is also
known for his work at the site of
the World Trade Center and for
the National Basketball Hall of
Fame.

For the Holy Family Tigers and
the Bishop Machebeuf Buffaloes,
the final football game of the season has special meaning. The
teams, both with 5-4 records,
squared off against each other
Nov. 1, with the winner taking
home the coveted Loretto Trophy.
The trophy and the rivalry
that goes with it, dates back to
the early 1960s when the two
football teams first played each
other, according to Holy Family
Development Director Patty
Gabriel.
“After Bishop Machebeuf High
School was opened and the two
teams began competing in
sports, the idea was raised about
having the two football teams
compete for a traveling trophy,”
Gabriel said. “One was purchased by the 1962 graduating
class from both high schools and
christened the Loretto Trophy in
honor of the Sisters of Loretto, the
order that founded both schools.”
That first year Holy Family won
the
trophy,
but
Bishop
Machebeuf came right back the
following season to win it back.
The teams continued to play
against each other until 1968
when the parochial league was
disbanded. They didn’t play again
until four years later when both
schools joined the Metro League
in 1972. But by that time the trophy had gone missing. Not wanting to see a tradition fall to the
wayside, both schools chipped in
to purchase a new trophy that
went back between the two
schools. For the past several years
the trophy has been in the keeping of Holy Family. But there is
more to the story, and the trophy.
In
2000
when
Bishop
Machebeuf High School relocated to the site of the old Lowry Air
Force Base, many records and
other school artifacts, some
which had been boxed up for
years, were moved to the new fa-

PHOTO BY RICH HABER

HOLY FAMILY Tigers pose with the two Loretto Cup trophies
they won Nov. 1.
“Before the game I see an opcility and stowed away. Recently,
while sorting through the stuff, ponent across the field,” he said.
Athletic Director Hans Bihr came “But when it’s over, I come together with other children of God
across the original trophy.
“There it was in the back of a to give thanks for what we’ve both
closest stuffed in the bottom of a been blessed with.”
Machebeuf senior Alex Willis,
box,” Bihr said. “No one knows
how it got there. It was scuffed up 17, who also brings to a close his
and missing some pieces but oth- high school career with this
game, shared the same sentierwise in good shape.”
Bihr talked with the people at ment.
“Don’t kid yourself—both
Holy Family about his discovery
and it was decided that both tro- sides go out there looking for a
phies should be present at this win; not wanting to leave anyyear’s game with the winner to thing when the game is over,”
take care of both trophies until Willis said. “Football helps character grow, but playing for a
next year.
For members of the winning Catholic school gives us more.
team, a trophy is something to When we pray next to guys in
be proud of, but this trophy different uniforms it isn’t just a
stands for more than just brag- show of sportsmanship. It’s a
ging rights—it also represents sign of unity in God’s name.”
Both the Tigers and the
the two teams shared Catholic
faith. After the game is over both Buffaloes were looking to cap off
squads come together in the their respective seasons with a
middle of the field and pray. It’s win and in a hard fought game
a solemn moment that makes that came down to the final
an impression on the young minutes, Holy Family defeated
Bishop Machebeuf by a score of
men of both squads.
For Holy Family senior Dustin 20-17. Both Loretto trophies
Johanssen, 17, playing football were then presented to the
has helped him grow as a per- Tigers by Machebeuf principal
son; developing confidence and Jessie Skipwith. Following a brief
learning to work with others. photo session the two teams
But, when the athletes come to- joined each other at center field
gether and pray, it reminds him to give thanks to God for their
many blessings.
of the bigger picture.

BRIEF
Bishop Conley to
celebrate Latin Mass
The public is invited to join
Denver Auxiliary Bishop James D.
Conley as he celebrates a
Tridentine Mass, the Latin-language liturgy used before the
Second Vatican Council, on Nov. 9.
The solemn high pontifical Mass,
which can only be said by a bishop,
will mark the feast of the dedication of the Basilica of St. John
Lateran, which is the official ecclesiastical seat of the bishop of Rome.
The Mass is being offered in
thanksgiving for the archdiocese’s
hospitality to the Tridentine Mass
community.
The Mass is set for 2:15 p.m. at
the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St. in Denver. All are welcomed to attend.

LO C A L N E W S l 9

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l NOVEMBER 5, 2008

From criminal to Christian: ex-gangster becomes youth minister
BY JENNIFER VOELKER

William Portillo, a former
gangster turned youth minister,
spoke about God’s amazing
grace Oct. 26 at Braun’s Bar &
Grill in Denver.
Portillo’s talk was sponsored
by Theology on Tap, a program
of the Denver Archdiocese’s
Young Adult Office that provides
opportunities to hear inspiring
lectures about the faith and
enjoy fellowship.
“Christ can change lives,”
Portillo
told
the
crowd.
“Redemption is possible.”
In 1990, Portillo was released
from prison for three armed
robberies. He credits God with
shortening his 16-year prison
sentence to only a year. Portillo
experienced conversion while in
solitary confinement. He promised God he would turn his life
around.
Portillo said he never planned
to join a gang. The gang found
him—a Hispanic kid struggling
to fit in during the 1980s in Los
Angeles. For the first 10 years of
his life, Portillo grew up in El
Salvador with his mother and
grandparents. His father had
abandoned his mother before
he was born in Los Angeles in
1972.
Portillo fondly remembers the
lush green farmland of El
Salvador, his family, friends and

the freedom of a happy childhood. Although he received the
sacraments of first holy
Communion and confirmation,
he recalls having a superficial
relationship with God.
Suddenly, civil war erupted in
El Salvador. Portillo remembers
riding his bike and seeing dismembered bodies along the
road. Friends died. A curfew was
enforced and movement restricted.
Portillo’s mother returned to
Los Angeles for a better future.
Portillo experienced culture
shock. Gone were the lush farmlands and Portillo couldn’t speak
English. U.S.-born Hispanic kids
mocked him at school. He isolated himself and struggled to
be accepted by his peers.
His mom worked two jobs to
pay the rent, so he learned to
cook and spent hours playing
Pac-Man. His mom warned him
to avoid gangs.
Struggling to fit in, Portillo
began imitating the style of the
“cool” boys. He convinced his
mom to buy him baggy clothing.
He got in a fight at school and
won. Surprised he had won
Portillo began to earn a reputation as a fighter and the “cool”
boys took notice. They invited
Portillo to ditching parties. He
began drinking beer when he
should’ve been in class.
As a teen, Portillo found it

hard to have a relationship with
God after witnessing the horrors
of the civil war and abuse from
his mom.
On the street, a group of El
Salvadorian kids started a group
to defend themselves from the
U.S.-born Hispanic kids. The
gang became the MS Stoners
(now MS-13). Portillo began
stealing.
At 16, Portillo became initiated in a gang. He said he finally
felt like he belonged and had a
family. He carried a handgun
everywhere. His life became a
cycle of fights, drugs alcohol
and sex. The gang life became
Portillo’s life and his future.
Portillo got his own clique, a
branch of the gang. He sold
drugs, controlled a group of 50
people and controlled his territory. The teen had a $1,000 in
cash at any given time. He
dropped out of high school his
sophomore year.
Portillo said he drove his mom
crazy. He said she tried to convert him by having everyone
from missionaries to Alcoholics
Anonymous speak to him.
A close friend of Portillo’s got
murdered and his gang sought
revenge. Portillo ended up in jail.

Conversion in prison
With a lengthy sentence staring him in the face, Portillo
thought his life was over. His

reputation as a fighter brought
the Mexican Mafia knocking.
Portillo controlled dorms and
instigated several prison riots.
He now sat with enemies from
other gangs. It became Latinos
against African Americans.
While in solitary confinement
for starting a prison riot, a chaplain handed Portillo a copy of
the New Testament. Portillo
read it because it was the only
book allowed in “the hole.”
He read the Gospels and experienced reconciliation for the
first time. He cried over the
wrong he’d done and experienced the healing power of salvation for the first time. He dedicated his life to Christ.
Once out of solitary confinement, Portillo continued reading the Scriptures and praying.
Several Latino inmates joined
Portillo’s prayer group, as did
some black inmates.
“What is impossible for man
is possible for God,” declared
Portillo.
Once out of prison, Portillo
took his friends and prayers to
the street when a mother asked
him to look for her son. He
never found the young man, he
said, but while he searched, the
Word of God found prostitutes,
gangsters and drug dealers—
and saved them, like it had him.
Eventually, Portillo established Prevention and Rescue, a

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
On William Portillo and his
ministry: visit
williamportillo.com
On Hispanic Ministry Office
efforts to bring Portillo’s
program to the Denver
Archdiocese: contact Liliana
Flores at 303-715-3267

ministry to help youths leave
gangs. Over the years, Portillo’s
mission has grown to encompass nine churches in California
and other states. His missionaries are former gang members.
His message for them and for
the youths he encounters is the
same.
“God is here today. God has a
place for you today.”
The Denver Archdiocese’s
Hispanic Ministry Office is in
the midst of raising money to
bring Portillo’s program here,
Hispanic Youth Coordinator
Liliana Flores told the Denver
Catholic Register.
“We are working to bring
some missioners from California to work with a group of volunteers here in Denver and give
them formation to do the program,” she said.
Those interested in supporting the program are invited to
call the Office of Hispanic
Ministry for more information:
303-715-3267.
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Saints at St. Therese
St. Therese School students
spent last week learning about
saints. "Every student studied a
different saint—with no duplicates," said Laura Dement, principal of the Aurora Catholic school.
"That comprises almost 200 saints

being brought into their learning."
The week's study culminated with
the students participating in a
parish Mass Nov. 1. Students
processed into the Mass holding
signs depicting saints while
singing, "When the Saints Go

Marching In." Preschool through
eighth-grade students participated in the Mass in a variety of ways,
including serving as lectors and
presenting the offertory gifts.
Dement led songs to commemorate the saints and the faithful
souls who have departed. Mass
was celebrated by paroquial vicar
Father Alvaro Panqueva.

ST.
THERESE
students
Diana
Blanco,
Gerardo
Blanco and
Jacqueline
Blanco
pray during the All
Saints
Mass on
Nov. 1.
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR
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St. Mary’s Academy wins state title
In an overtime victory Oct. 27,
the Wildcats of St. Mary’s
Academy became state champions in field hockey defeating
long-time rival Kent Denver Sun
Devils by a score of 2-1 at AllCity Stadium in Denver.
For the Wildcats, who closed
out the season with a 13-4-1
record, the victory was a long
time coming. In the past 12
years, the Wildcats have qualified for a state playoff berth 11
times but have never reached
the final game. This year, they
entered post-season play seed-

ed fifth and were not expected
to make the championship
game, let alone win it. Head
coach Marcene Murphy said
when the final whistle blew on
this dream season she was at a
loss for words.
“Unbelievable is the only way
to describe it,” she told the
Denver Catholic Register. “This
year our team was led by 10 seniors committed to playing as
best they could. They put the vision in the rest of the girls that
they could take state this year.
They never lost sight of that

goal.”
But to reach that goal, the
team had to work as hard as they
could. It appeared to be the destiny of the Wildcats to play every
tournament game down to the
wire as their quarter-final, semifinal and state final match-ups
each went into overtime.
Murphy said the team was exhausted, but elated at what they
had won for their school.
“St. Mary’s couldn’t be more
proud of them,” she said. “They
PHOTO BY STEFAN KRUSZE, COURTESY OF THE VILLAGER
worked hard and never gave
ST. MARY’S field hockey team show off their championship trophy.
up.”
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BRIEF
Lecture on Christian
discipleship

The Archdiocese of Denver and
the Augustine Institute welcome
professor-author
Stanley
Hauerwas for a special lecture 7
p.m. Nov. 17 titled, “Discipleship as
a Craft: The Church as Disciplined
Community.”
One of the United State’s leading
Christian ethicists, Hauerwas is
PHOTO COURTESY USCCB currently both a professor of law
AFRICAN AMERICAN families deserve the support of the larger
and professor of theological ethics
at Duke University. Before that, he
community in helping to eradicate abortion.
sources, information, and catech- taught for many years at the
University of Notre Dame.
esis within the African American
In seeking to recover the signifiecumenical community.
The culture of death will be de- cance of the virtues for understanding the nature of the
From Page 3
feated in the African American
Christian life, Hauerwas’ search
In addition to caring for those
community and throughout our
has led him to emphasize the imwounded by abortion through the nation when we—as individuals
portance of the church, as well as
Church’s Project Rachel ministry,
and as Church—proclaim and
narrative for understanding
greater emphasis must be placed
witness with our lives to God’s
on helping the Christian family
love, the sacredness of human life, Christian existence. He was named
through better catechesis on the
and the meaning of human sexu- “America’s Best Theologian” by
sacrament of marriage, the gift of
ality and marriage. Let us embrace Time magazine in 2001 and his
children, and the resources of nat- this task with the urgency and the book, “A Community of Character:
Toward a Constructive Christian
ural family planning.
enthusiasm it demands!
Social Ethic,” was selected as one of
Evangelization is truly the key, as
the 100 most important books on
it leads to developing a personal
Auxiliary Bishop Martin D.
religion of the 20th century.
relationship with Jesus Christ and
Holley of the Archdiocese of
The lecture will take place in
to a deeper understanding of his
Washington, D.C., is chair of the
Bonfils
Hall at the John Paul II
teachings. The Church should be
USCCB Subcommittee on African
Center,
1300
S. Steele St., Denver.
willing and ready to share its reAmerican Affairs.

Whimsical license plates aim
to put kids first in Colorado

Holley

FUNDS raised from Colorado Kids First plates will go toward child
betterment programs in the state.
BY JOHN GLEASON

In what’s being called a new
way to promote children’s health
and safety programs, the
Department of Motor Vehicles is
now offering Colorado Kids 1st
license plates. The plate, which
depicts three hand prints
against a background of mountains, is designed to raise awareness about putting kids first as
well as helping community organizations raise money for
projects dedicated to promoting
the safety of children.
Lisa Van Bramer of the Rocky
Mountain
Research
and
Prevention Institute is one of the
original backers of Colorado
Kids 1st license plates. She said
one reason for bringing this to
the public was so more groups
could raise money for their
child-betterment programs.
“I wanted to give smaller
groups a chance to raise money
for kids programs; neighborhood
groups who want to ensure that
children are in car seats or have
bike helmets,” she said. “They’re
not grant writers who are looking
for big donations. They just need
a few hundred dollars to accomplish their goal.”
For a $30 donation to Rocky
Mountain
Research
and
Prevention Institute, participants will receive a voucher allowing them to obtain the license
plate
from
the
Department of Motor Vehicles.
That donation goes into the
Colorado Kids 1st Fund, which
provides grants to applicants
whose projects and objectives
influence the welfare of kids in
Colorado. The voucher is taken
to the Department of Motor
Vehicles where the plate is obtained. There is a one-time $50
fee for the plate. Those who
wish to get the new plate before
their current tags expire will be
credited for the time remaining
on their old tags.
“Unlike vanity plates where
you pay an annual fee above the
cost of your tags, the Colorado

Kids 1st plates are similar to
those issued to Bronco fans or
school alumni,” Van Bramer
said. “You pay a one-time fee
and the plate is yours forever.”
Groups or organizations that
advocate child health or safety
can promote the sale of plates
and make money for their own
projects at the same time.
“When a person makes a donation to Rocky Mountain
Research
and
Prevention
Institute and says they heard
about the plate program
through a certain group, that
group will receive 10 percent of
the donation,” Van Bramer said.
“The rest of the money goes to
the fund, which we give out in
grants to child safety organizations.”
Jenny Kraska, executive director of the Colorado Catholic
Conference, the state-level, public policy arm of the Catholic
community, considers the program a positive one for kids,
which is the reason the conference has been a supporter of the
project for a long time.
“It raises money for awareness
where children are concerned,
which is important to us as citizens,” she said. “And it allows organizations such as our Catholic
schools to raise money for their
own projects. It’s a natural fit
and one that we support.”
Still, with all the interest and
positive feedback, the program
is under a deadline. In the14
months since the initiative was
signed into law approximately
1,000 plates have been issued to
Colorado drivers. However, Van
Bramer said that unless 3,000
plates are issued by next July, the
state has the option of not renewing the program.
“We know there are many
more groups who’d want to be a
part of this program,” she said.
“We need to get the word out.”
Information on the Colorado
Kids 1st plate program can be
obtained by calling 303-8080278 or visit online at coloradokids1st.org.
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Southwest Liturgical
Conference to draw hundreds
to Denver for week of study
BY JOHN GLEASON

The
Southwest
Liturgical
Conference’s 47th annual study
week will be held in Denver in
January. The four-day study will
consist of lectures, workshops, exhibitors and celebration of the
Eucharist.
Titled “Pinnacle, Pulpit and Pew:
the Eucharist Celebrated, the Word
Proclaimed, the Mission Lived,”
the event will bring together liturgical professionals and laity to discuss and foster the liturgy as the
heart of Christian life, according to
Deacon Chuck Parker of the Office
of Liturgy, which is sponsoring the
event.
“It promotes networking and
support among parish liturgists as
well as to educate the clergy and
faithful in the field of liturgy, devotional practices and other related
topics,” he said.
“We come together to grow in
our knowledge of the Church’s
liturgical life.”
Father Robert Fisher, V.F., pastor
of All Souls Parish in Englewood
and co-chair of the event, said attendees should be excited with the
overall focus of the conference.
“In past years we’ve delved into
the theology dealing with the particular teaching surrounding a particular ministry,” he said. “This
year we’ll focus on the practice of
what the various ministries are.
That’s something that will be helpful for anybody, whatever their
ministry happens to be.”
Keynote speakers include
Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Perry of
the Archdiocese of Chicago, Msgr.
James Moroney, former executive
director of the U.S. bishops’
Committee on the Liturgy, Mister
Bill Huebsch, past president of
Twenty-Third Publications, and
Sister of Notre Dame de Namur
Kathleen Harmon of the Liturgical
Institute in Dayton, Ohio.
Breakout session topics include
the Order of Christian Funerals: A
Ritual of Healing; Celebrating the
Year of St. Paul, and Ministry of

AUXILIARY Bishop Joseph N.
Perry of Chicago

SOUTHWEST
LITURGICAL
CONFERENCE
STUDY WEEK
When: Jan. 14-17, 2009
Where: Sheraton Denver Hotel,
1550 Court Place, Denver
Cost: $130 by Dec. 1, $150 after
or $45 for a single day
Information: call 303-715-3156 or
e-mail liturgy.office@archden.org

Cantors: the Art of Sung Prayer.
Twenty-seven dioceses in seven
states make up the Southwest
Liturgical Conference, which aims
to assist bishops in their role as
chief liturgist and to embrace and
practice liturgical enculturation.
The study week has grown to
regularly attracting 800 participants from throughout the United
States. Father Fisher is confident
that this year will attract even
more.
“By the time we see all the fulltime and part-time people who
can come, we hope to have as
many as 1,000 people attend,” he
said.
The
Southwest
Liturgical
Conference annual study week will
be held Jan. 14-17, 2009, at the
Sheraton Denver Hotel, 1550 Court
Place in Denver. Cost of the event
is $130 if registered by Dec. 1, $150
after or $45 for a single day. For
more information, contact the
Office of Liturgy at 303-715-3156 or
at liturgy.office@archden.org.

Vigil
From Page 4
experience with an unplanned
pregnancy.
I searched the faces of these
young prayer warriors, expecting
anger, outrage, and certainly sorrow. What I found there in the
shadow of the clinic, however, in
the eyes of the men and women
gathered to pay their respects to
the missing persons of their own
generation,
was
hope.
Unquenchable,
unflinching
hope, and a refusal to surrender
to the prevailing culture.
Steph Parnow, a FOCUS
(Fellowship
of
Catholic
University Students) missionary
at the University of Colorado at
Boulder, had come to pray with
two of her fellow missionaries.
“The work we do, even in the
face of death, is ultimately filled
with hope,” she said. “Knowing
the spiritual battle has already
been won in heaven, gives me
great hope when praying for the
soul of each man, woman and
child inside.”
Jennifer Senour is program
manager of mission development
with the Fellowship of Catholic
University Students.

Brown Robe benefit raises
$165,000 for Capuchins
On the evening of Oct.10,
9NEWS anchor Adele Arakawa
and some 425 guests gathered at
the Grand Hyatt Denver for the
Brown Robe Benefit to celebrate
the lives and ministries of the
Capuchin Franciscan friars.
Denver Broncos’ owner Pat
Bowlen and wife, Annabel,
served as the event’s honorary
chairpersons for the 14th year.
Arakawa was mistress of ceremonies for the 12th year.
Auctioneer Gary Corbett enlivened the crowd.
The evening netted approximately $165,000, organizers
said. A portion of that will be

used to assist the Capuchin friars in their daily lives and ministries.
An anonymous challenge gift of $50,000 bolstered
attendees to raise more than
$50,000 earmarked for the training and education of future
Capuchin priests and brothers.
“We are incredibly pleased
with the results of the Brown
Robe,” said Meghan Curtis, director of special events for the
Capuchin Province of MidAmerica. “Our guests really
showed their commitment to
the friars by helping us raise significant dollars in these tough
economic times.”

1 4 l A RTS & E N T E RTA I N M E N T

NOVEMBER 5, 2008 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

PBS’ ‘God on Trial’ looks ‘Fireproof’ film creates stir among
at what it costs to keep Catholic marriage advocates
faith amid catastrophe
BY MARILYN LANFORD

“God on Trial,”
Nov. 9, PBS
BY JOHN MULDERIG
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK (CNS)—The problem of theodicy—the effort to reconcile an all-powerful, benevolent God with the existence and
pervasiveness of evil—is one of
the most ancient issues in
Western religious thought. One
might say it’s the very first topic
dealt with by the Bible, since it’s
one of the central themes of the
story of creation.
For European Jews, this apparent paradox naturally took on a
searing significance as the Nazis’
monstrous Final Solution unfolded in the 1940s. Not only might
they have asked how a good God
could permit such barbarity but,
more specifically, how the God of
Israel could allow such a disaster
to befall his chosen people.
Following the end of the
Second World War, a story—never
substantiated—began to circulate that a group of Auschwitz
survivors had convened a rabbinical court to try God for
breaching his covenant. “God on
Trial,”
director
Andy
DeEmmony’s stark but profoundly compelling drama based on
this premise, premieres on PBS as
part of the “Masterpiece
Contemporary” series Sunday,
Nov. 9, 9-10:30 p.m. EST (check
local listings).
Herded into dirty, ramshackle
barracks, newly arrived prisoners,
uncertain who among them have
been selected for immediate
death, begin to debate the meaning of their experience. To regu-

late their impassioned exchange,
an impromptu court of three
judges is formed in accordance
with Jewish tradition.
Mordechai (Rupert Graves), a
secularized Jew whose lifestyle
has alienated his Orthodox father
and fellow prisoner Kuhn (Jack
Shepherd), organizes the prosecution.
Schmidt
(Stephen
Dillane), a rabbi and translator of
the Torah, leads the defense.
German
law
professor
Baumgarten (Stellan Skarsgard),
though not conversant with
Scripture, offers to keep the procedure fair.
Akiba (Antony Sher), a rabbi
from a small village in Poland who
has memorized Scriptures, serves
as the court’s required copy of the
Torah. Though treated with great
respect by most, he seems too
traumatized to contribute.
As written by Frank Cottrell
Boyce, the arguments put forward
on each side are far-reaching and
eloquent and the high-powered
ensemble
cast—including
Dominic Cooper and Eddie
Marsan—lends them the weight of
credibly heartfelt emotion. The
scriptural quotations cited to highlight God’s mysterious sovereignty
take on a special resonance in such
debased surroundings.
Mature Catholic viewers will
find “God on Trial” an unflinching
exploration of what it costs, and
what it means, to keep faith amid
catastrophe.
The TV Parental Guidelines rating for this program is TV-14.
John Mulderig is on the staff of
the Office for Film & Broadcasting
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops. More reviews are available
online at www.usccb.org/movies.

ROGERS, Ark. (CNS)—The film
“Fireproof” is causing a stir in
Catholic marriage advocacy
groups around the country.
The movie, produced on a
$500,000 budget, has become a hit
around the country, first appearing in 839 theaters when it was released Sept. 26. As of Oct. 23, the
movie had shown in 905 theaters
and grossed $21.5 million, more
than 40 times its budget.
The Rev. Michael Catt, senior
pastor at Sherwood Baptist
Church in Albany, Ga., and executive producer of the film, spoke
about the project at an event in
Rogers Oct. 16 and in an interview
with KDUA radio from St. Vincent
de Paul Church in Rogers.
“Fireproof” tells the story of a
firefighter and his struggles to save
his marriage. A book, “The Love
Dare,” which was originally a plot
device in the film, was a No. 1 bestseller on The New York Times’ paperback advice books list.
In promoting the film, Rev. Catt
said, “We learned—take it to the
people. We didn’t have a multimultimillion-dollar advertising
budget. We had grass-roots word
of mouth. We are very grateful for
the support the Catholic Church
has given us.
“I think anything that can impact marriages is a positive
thing,” he added. “If we can save a
million marriages this year, the
ripple effect on children who will
not be from broken homes, who
will not be abused, who will not
be growing up in homes where
Mom and Dad are yelling and
screaming, that will have an effect on our culture—it will have
an effect on our churches.”
On a related “Fireproof” Web
site, www.fireproofmymarriage.
com, are links to Catholic marriage
resources such as the Archdiocese
of Chicago Family Ministries,
Retrouvaille,
the
National
Association of Catholic Family Life
Ministers and the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops’ National

CNS PHOTO/GOLDWYN

KIRK Cameron stars in a scene
from the movie "Fireproof." The
USCCB Office for Film &
Broadcasting classification is
A-II—adults and adolescents.
The Motion Picture Association
of America rating is PG—
parental guidance suggested.
Some material may not be suitable for children.
Pastoral Initiative for Marriage.
According to Frank Hannigan,
director of family ministries for the
Archdiocese of Chicago, the film
has had great popularity in the
Catholic community because of its
pro-marriage, faith-filled message.
“When marriage is under such
an attack, to have in the popular
medium a movie like ‘Fireproof’
was a wonderful gift for us,” he
said. “We hope it will be something that will help couples
strengthen their marriages.”
Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of
Louisville, Ky., chairman of the
bishops’
Subcommittee
on
Marriage and Family Life, endorsed “Fireproof,” saying the film
portrayed, in a “convincing and realistic way, ... how a married couple was able to honor their mar-

riage in the context of how easy it is
today for couples to walk away
from this commitment in the
midst of incredibly hectic and
complicated lives.”
“In the end it is clear that their
faith in God is central,” he added.
“While this is not a film with a
uniquely Catholic theological
perspective, I believe that the
core message is one that can be
profitably received by Catholic
married couples and ultimately
all married couples.”
The USCCB’s Office for Film &
Broadcasting classification is AII—adults and adolescents. The
Motion Picture Association of
America rating is PG—parental
guidance suggested. Some material may not be suitable for children.
The project grew out of a desire
to make Christian films, Rev. Catt
said.
“It was early 2000 when we were
on a staff retreat down in Florida,”
he said. “Alex Kendrick, one of the
writers for the screenplay
‘Fireproof,’ was on our staff. I was
talking to the staff, asking them,
‘What do you want to do with your
life? How do you see God using
your life?’ Alex responded by saying he would like to make
Christian movies. I don’t know if I
was having a moment of weakness
or God just struck me, but I said,
‘Why not? Bring me a script and a
budget and let’s see if God is in it.’”
It began a series of three films
made by Sherwood Pictures. The
first film, “Flywheel,” which was
released in 2003, had a budget of
$20,000 raised from private donations. The next film, “Facing the
Giants,” was released in 2006 and
was produced with a $100,000
budget.
Based on the success of the two
earlier
movies,
Provident
Films/Sony provided the $500,000
budget for “Fireproof.” All the films
have been made with the support
of volunteers from the church and
the community in Albany. All the
actors, with the exception of Kirk
Cameron, the lead actor in
“Fireproof,” are from Georgia.

Anniversary
From Page 2
who are emotionally disturbed.
Through the work of 135 staff
members, including therapists,
teachers and religious sisters, the
home’s goal, according to Sister
Marie, is to heal the children so
they can go back to the community
and be successful in life.
Sister Marie added, with just a
bit of pride, that on display in the
office at Mount St. Vincent’s is a
certificate issued by the state and
signed by Gov. Bill Ritter. It declares that Nov. 16, 2008, is Sisters
of Charity Day in Colorado.
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Q&A: Five questions for philosopher- Couples honored for service to
natural family planning ministry
author Alice von Hildebrand
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

it’s over. In the other case, you have
a future of fruitfulness. You see, basically, what is holiness? Total receptivity towards God’s grace: it’s
the best formulation of holiness
that I can think of. God is giving us
his grace and (often) we say no.

The Colorado Catholic Herald,
official newspaper of the Colorado
Springs Diocese, spoke with
philosopher-author Alice von
Hildebrand, widow of theologianauthor Dietrich Von Hildebrand,
when she was in Colorado last
week for the Denver Archdiocese’s
Gospel of Life conference, held Oct.
25 at the John Paul II Center in
south Denver.
BY VERONICA AMBUUL

Q: At the Gospel of Life conference, you spoke about “Humane
Vitae” (“Of Human Life,” 1968
encyclical by Pope Paul VI on
married love and procreation).
Elsewhere you wrote that when
your husband, Dietrich von
Hildebrand, was first received
into the Church he did not immediately grasp why artificial
birth control was wrong.
A: No. When he was given instructions, he accepted the teaching of the Church but he said, “I
cannot understand why to prevent
life from coming into existence (is
wrong).” But that priest was very
strong. He said, “This is an essential teaching of the Church. Either
you accept it or I cannot accept
you into the Church.” And immediately, (my husband) said, “I believe in order to understand.” And
within weeks he had such insights
into the immorality of artificial
birth control that in 1930 he was
the first Catholic to challenge the
Lambeth Conference in London.
In 1968 he was the first person to
publish a book — “’Humanae
Vitae,’ a Sign of Contradiction” (in
support of the encyclical). He was
the first one!
Q: Does his example offer hope
for modern-day couples, in that
he accepted it on faith and later
came to understand?
A: Yes. There’s so much that we
do not see. One of the great philosophical contributions of my husband is in the (area of) moral
blindness. I believe that it was yesterday in my talk that I said all of us
are partially blind, for example to-

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

PHILOSOPHER-AUTHOR Alice
von Hildebrand
wards our faults. You know this is
what happens in a marriage, that
the husband makes a fault, and the
wife reacts but doesn’t see the fault
that she makes. We are blind towards innumerable things. There
are lots of things that we do not
see. This is (how we should pray):
“Lord, may I see, help my unbelief.” That’s crucial.
Q: You talk about holy receptivity as modeled by Mary, the
mother of God.
A: Yes, this is something that I
wanted to say in my talk. One of
the magnificent features of
women is receptivity. Towards
God we are all receptive, everything comes from him. In our society, it is doing, it is achieving, it
is creating. If you apply for a job,
it is essential that you sound creative, and you get it. Whatever
you create, it can be ugly (or) it
can be stupid but you’ve got to
create. But we are receptive. What
does the Blessed Mother say? “Be
it done to me.”
Q: Can you talk about how that
applies in everyday life for a
married woman?
A: Man is active and woman is
receptive. In being receptive, she
creates life. His activity lasts only a
few moments and that’s all, then

Q: Women have figured prominently in both parties during this
last presidential election. Are
there unique qualities that a
woman brings to a leadership
position, whether it be in public
office or in the private sector?
A: Yes. Here I’m going to mention Edith Stein. In 1930 she gave a
talk in Austria. The gist of it was to
show that one of the amazing
characteristics of women is that
they have a much deeper sense for
persons, that men are attracted to
what is impersonal. I’m going to
give you an example that is sort of
silly. Suppose that there is a door,
and in front of it are 50 men and 50
women. And the doors are closed,
and one doesn’t know what is inside. And you open the door, and
on the right side is a baby in a cradle, and on the left is a brand new
computer. What are the women
going to do? Go to the baby. What
are the men going to do? Go to the
computer. You see, we (women)
have an extraordinary sense of
persons. (For) men, the danger is
impersonal, the danger is abstraction, theories. We (women) have a
much greater sense of the concrete. Man writes a treatise about
education. A mother is concerned
about the education of her child,
but as a unique personality.

Two couples were presented
with Pope Paul VI Awards at the
Oct. 26 appreciation dinner for individuals and couples who teach
natural family planning in the
Archdiocese of Denver. The annual event is sponsored by the
Marriage and Family Life Office.
Pope Paul VI wrote the 1968 encyclical, “Humanae Vitae” (“Of
Human Life”) on married love
and procreation. This year marks
the 40th anniversary of the document, which reaffirmed Church
teaching that contraception is
morally wrong. Natural family
planning refers to forms of birth
regulation that are in conformity
with Catholic teaching.
This year’s Pope Paul VI Award
recipients were Dave and Jen
Anselmi of All Souls Church in
Englewood, and Dan and Amy
James of St. Mary Church in
Greeley. Every year couples or individuals are nominated by their
peers to receive special recognition for their service to natural
family planning.
Last year,

Adrian and Stacey Nagle, coordinators of the Denver Chapter of
the Couple to Couple League, received the award.
Some 40 individuals representing the NFP organizations Couple
to Couple League and Creighton
Model FertilityCare System were
joined with friends and family at
Christ the King Church in Denver
for a Mass celebrating their ministry, followed by a dinner.
Auxiliary Bishop James Conley
celebrated the Mass. He later
spoke on the joys, challenges and
hope the NFP ministries bring to
the Church. Bishop Conley reminded the crowd that in
“Humanae Vitae,” Pope Paul VI
warned that the widespread use of
contraception would lead to “conjugal infidelity and the general lowering of morality.” Paul VI also
warned that man would lose respect for woman and “no longer
(care) for her physical and psychological equilibrium”; rather, man
would treat woman as a “mere instrument of selfish enjoyment, and

See Ministry, Page 18
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Nonprofit helps vets who made history, make lasting memories
BY SGT. MICHAEL COST

WASHINGTON,
D.C.—
Applause rang out Oct. 17 inside
the terminal of Baltimore/
Washington International Airport
as elderly men and one elderly
woman debarked their 737 aircraft to begin a weekend none of
them would ever forget.
Whether teary-eyed or smiling proudly, the World War II
American veterans walked,
caned or moved by wheel chair
toward the exit of the airport
and into an adventure some
may never experience if not for
the help of a local Colorado organization.
Rocky Mountain Honor Flight
is a unique organization which
provides these veterans an opportunity to not only see a historic memorial built in recognition of their service more than
60 years ago, but also enables
them to tour the city of
Washington D.C. for two days.
“This is all made possible by
donations from various other
organizations, these veterans do
not have to pay for anything,”
explained Mark Schoenrock, a
retired U.S. Army colonel and
currently a “Guardian” with
RMHF.
“This is all about them,” he
continued, “and the sacrifice
they made … some of these guys
have the most amazing stories.”
As he stood under the
Guadalcanal portion of the Iwo
Jima memorial in D.C., memories came flooding back to retired Air Force Col. John
Thompson.
“We were in the Guadalcanal
and most of our planes had taken
pretty heavy damage, there were
five still able to fly, but we only
had enough fuel for three,”

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
HONOR FLIGHT
For more information, visit
rockyhonorflight.org or
honorflight.org online
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VETERANS from WWII watch the guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National
Cemetery in Washington, D.C.
Thompson recalled. “So three pilots, myself included, hopped in
the planes and took off.”
Two of the planes got hit, including Thompson’s. But their
assistance caused the enemy
troops to retreat, which gave the
ground troops time to regroup
and press forward.
“After all of that took place,
that ridge where we made our
runs was known as ‘Bloody
Ridge,’” Thompson said.
The trips to the U.S. capitol
not only enable the veterans to
see the memorials, but to share
each other’s stories and meet
other veterans as well, some of
whom served in the same areas
and in the same conflicts.
“John Thompson saved our
butts,” declared retired U.S.
Marine Bill Allen, speaking of
the strafing runs he and the

other two pilots did that day at
Guadalcanal.
“I sat down and starting talking
to him about his story,” Allen
said. “I just couldn’t believe it …
we were both at Bloody Ridge
and never knew each other and
here we meet … it’s just great.”
All the former service members
had their accounts of what happened to them; some recalled
battles they took part in which
have since become a huge part of
U.S. history.
“I was at the Battle of Iwo Jima
for six days and our job was to
conduct mop-up operations
there,” said Gerald Krutsch, a retired Army lieutenant colonel. “I
was a staff sergeant at the time
and I was a light weapons section leader.”
Krutsch, and a Japanese survivor of the battle, were later

featured in a Japanese documentary called “Iwo Jima: The
Island of Death.” Krutsch received a Bronze Star for valor
during the battle.
The veterans got to tour
Washington, D.C., visiting different memorials, all at no cost
to them. Food was even provided for them by Rocky Mountain
Honor Flight. Most of the veterans, bound by wheelchairs
or having to use walkers to get
around with, would have never
had the opportunity to be involved in such an adventure
due to financial reasons, overall physical condition or other
circumstances.
“On this trip we have 35 veterans and 15 guardians,” said
Schoenrock. “It is up to the
Guardians to take care of the veterans,” he explained, “get them to

these sights and provide whatever support they need.”
It has been more than 60 years
since the veterans served in the
last world war, one which caused
a worldwide mobilization of
more than 100 million troops.
The trip they took from Colorado
to Washington, D.C., to see
the memorials not only
brought back old memories, but
also made new ones.
“I think this trip is great,” said
Krutsch. “It would’ve never been
possible for me otherwise because of the cost and I am very
thankful for the opportunity to
be here.”
Upon arrival back at Denver
International Airport main terminal, bagpipes could faintly be
heard as the veterans boarded
an elevator to meet back up with
family members for the ride
home.
The elevator doors slid open to
reveal a crowd of some 100 grateful Americans clapping, holding
signs stating “Thank you for your
service!” Two men in Scottish
kilts played hymns on bagpipes
as miniature American flags were
vigorously waved. It was as if the
veterans had returned from the
war that day … and those 60
years had never gone by.
Sgt. Michael Cost of the
Colorado National Guard was a
Guardian on the October Rocky
Mountain Honor Flight trip from
Colorado to Washington, D.C.

Priesthood Discernment
Retreat at Cabrini Shrine
The Archdiocesan Office of
Priestly Vocations is sponsoring
a Priesthood Discernment
Retreat
Nov. 14-16 at the Mother
Cabrini Shrine (in the foothills
west of Golden).
The retreat is for single men
(ages 18 to 40) who are open to
discerning a vocation to the
priesthood. The retreat aims to
be enlightening and to foster fellowship with others who are also
discerning God’s call.
The retreat will begin Friday at
6:30 p.m. It will conclude
Sunday evening with 6:30 p.m.
Mass celebrated by Archbishop
Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., at
the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception. The
archbishop, priests and seminarians will share their own experiences of answering the call
to serve Christ and the Catholic

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

Church. There is also time for
private prayer.
For details and/or to register,
call 303-282-3429 or send an email to mary.huwa@archden.org.
Also,
visit
online
at
www.priest4christ.com.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Chaplet of Divine Mercy: for all U.S.
service personnel at All Saints Church,
2559 S. Federal Blvd., Denver.
Nov. 9: 3 p.m.
Solemn High Pontifical Mass: at
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception with Bishop James D.
Conley, Call 303-703-8238 for more
information.
Nov. 9: 2:15 p.m.
Prayer Service: to celebrate and give
thanks for our military at St. Frances
Cabrini Church, 6673 W. Chatfield Ave.,
Littleton. A reception will follow. Call
303-979-7688 for more information.
Nov. 14: 7 p.m.
Jubilee Mass: to celebrate 150th anniversary of Sisters of Charity of
Leavenworth at Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception 1530
Logan St., Denver. Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., will be
main celebrant. Reception to follow.
Nov. 16: Mass 12:30 p.m.
Reception 1:30 p.m.
Annual St. Cecilia Mass: and blessing
of pastoral musicians at Sts. Peter and
Paul Church, 3900 Pierce St., Wheat
Ridge. Call 303-715-3156 for more information.
Nov. 21: 7 p.m.
Eucharistic Holy Hour: for children in
the adoration chapel at Holy Trinity
Church, 7595 Federal Blvd.,
Westminster. Call 303-940-1313 for
details.
Sundays: 3 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
CLAY Sponsored Service Project: serving dinner to elderly at Little Sisters
of the Poor, 3629 W. 29th Ave.,
Denver. Call 303-455-6632 to help.
Nov. 5: 5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Evening Of Hope: presented by Seeds
of Hope Charitable Trust at Seawell
Grand Ballroom. Dining and entertainment. Call 303-715-3127 or visit online
at seedsofhopetrust.org for details.
Nov. 7: 6 p.m. - 11 p.m.

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication
date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin
Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
Holiday Boutique and Bake Sale: at St.
Francis de Sales parish, 324 S.
Sherman St., Denver. Gifts, baked
goods and raffle.
Nov. 15: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Nov. 16: 9 a.m. - noon
Christmas Bazaar: at Holy Protection
of the Mother of God Church, 1201 S.
Elizabeth St., Denver. Gifts, goodies
and stocking stuffers.
Nov. 16: 11:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Pancake Breakfast: sponsored by Holy
Rosary Men’s Club, 4672 Pearl St.,
Denver. Cost $5 adults, $2 children.
Those age 60 or over with November
birthday eat free. Call 303-296-3283
Nov.: 16: 7:30 a.m. - noon
Annual Craft And Bake Sale: at Our
Lady of Mount Carmel, 3549 Navajo
St., Denver. More than 20 crafters
and home baked goodies. Call 303455-0447.
Nov. 22-23
Annual Fall Fair: at St. Rose of Lima
Church, 355 S. Navajo St., Denver.
Come see what crafts and goodies are
on display.
Nov. 22 and 23
Autumn Fair: at Our Lady of Mount
Carmel, 3595 Navajo St., Denver.
Delicious treats and holiday crafts
available.
Nov. 22 and 23

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Orientation Meetings: for men interested in becoming a deacon at JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver,
room 111. Call Deacon John Smith for
more information 303-715-3198.
Nov. 15: 9 a.m.
Hesburgh Lecture Series: continues
with “The New Immigrant Church”

given by Father Daniel Groody, C.S.C.
of University of Notre Dame in Regis
University chapel, 3333 Regis Blvd.,
Denver.
Nov. 6: 7 p.m.
New Membership And Leadership:
needed for Boy Scouts and Girl
Scouts. Council Meeting to be held at
JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Call 303-522-8828 for information.
Nov. 8: 10 a.m.
Formation Program: for those interested in joining the Secular Discalced
Carmelite Community at St. Thomas
More Church 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. Call 303-806-9923 for information.
Nov. 8: 8:30 a.m.
Vocation Discernment Holy Hour: for
young men and women at Little
Sisters of the Poor chapel, 3629 W.
29th Ave., Denver. Adoration, spiritual
reflection and chanted night prayer.
Call 303-594-7420.
Nov. 11: 7:30 p.m.
Spiritual Exercises Silent Retreat:
with Ignationan exercises led by
Father Javier O’Connor D.C.J.M. at
YMCA of the Rockies in Estes Park.
Call 720-283-4722 for information.
Nov. 14-16

Archbishop’s Lecture Series: continues with Stanley Hauerwas who’ll
speak on “Discipleship as a Craft: The
Church as Disciplined Community” in
Bonfils Hall at JPII Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Call 303-715-3123
for details.
Nov. 17: 7 p.m.
Gregorian Chant Retreat: conducted
by Sister Hildegard Budnick, OSB, at
Abbey of St. Walburga in Virginia Dale,
CO. Three-day retreat will focus on
psalms and antiphons; theory, chant
notation. Cost $175, which includes
room and meals. Call 970-472-0612 for
information and reservations.
Nov. 21-23
Make Plans Now: for Advent and
Christmas retreats at St. Malo Retreat
Catholic Retreat Center in Estes Park.
Personal or group retreats available.
Call 303-747-0201 for information.
Support Group: to deal with the loss
of a child at St. Joan of Arc Church,
12735 W. 58th Ave., Arvada. Call 303431-5278.
2nd and 4th Wed. of the month
Courage: a group for those dealing
with homosexual feelings. Weekly
meetings for those seeking support in
living a chaste Christian life.
Anonymity assured. Call 720-4342638.

ENTERTAINMENT
Willy Wonka Jr: presented at Our Lady
of Lourdes Grade school students at
2256 S. Logan St., Denver. Admission
$8 adults, $6 for seniors and students.
Information and times available online

at seebertalk@yahoo.com
Nov: 14 - 16.

PILGRIMAGES/TOURS
Pilgrimage: to Holy Land led by Father
Jerry Rohr. Call 303-733-4764 for details.
April 21- May 3, 2009
Thirteen-Day Pilgrimage: to the Holy
Land led by Father Tomas Fraile from
St. Cajetan Parish. Call rectory for details, 303-922-6306.
Mar. 26 - April 7, 2009
Apostolic Pilgrimage: to Austria,
Germany and Italy led by Father Greg
Ames from Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish. Call 303-452-2041 Ext. 121 for
details.
May 20 - June 4, 2009
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Seminarians
From Page 3

which follows this protocol prescribed by John Paul the Great,”
said Father Michael Glenn, rector
for the seminary. “After the
Spirituality Year, the men take
two years of philosophy and four
years of theology.”
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Men formed at Redemptoris
Mater can take upwards of 10
years before being ordained.
“They are required to go on
‘itinerancy’ with little more than
the clothes on their back,” said
Father Federico Colautti, vice rector of Redemptoris Mater, “where
they participate in an apostolic
assignment for up to three years
as part of their formation.”

Since the first seminarians set
foot on the campus in 1996, 45
men have been ordained to the
priesthood.
“In this academic year, eight
more men will be ordained,” noted
Hurley, ”with one in December
and seven more in the spring,
which will bring the total number
of ordinations for our seminaries
to 53 since their inceptions.”

Ministry
From Page 15

no longer as his respected and
beloved companion.”
That these things have happened has led many to call
“Humanae Vitae” prophetic.
“The Church teaches that mutual and total self-giving, strong feel-

ings of attachment, intense pleasure, and the procreation of new life
are linked by natural law in a single
complex of purpose that should
never be broken apart,” said Phil
Webb, director of the Marriage and
Family Life Office.
“We are grateful for this year’s
recipients and for the opportunity to thank them in a special way,”
he said.
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ADDITIONS • SUNROOMS • DECKS
We Do Complete Remodeling Too!
•
•
•
•

Basement Finish
Roof Additions
Interior Remodels
Deck Repair & Remodel

•
•
•
•

Bathroom Remodels
Kitchen Remodels
Garages
Paver Patio

Take advantage of off season pricing and keep
our craftsmen busy through the winter months!
Call now for your FREE consultation!
Since 1990… Our qualified designers, project managers and
303-277-1550
installers can complete your project efficiently and professionally! Off Season Savings NOW at www.DeckTec.com

• Full Service Renovation of Kitchen & Bath
• Design & Installation for New
Construction

Showroom at 66 South Logan
303-744-9110
T.J. Kesicki, CKD, IIDA

