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AN ATTENDEE asks a question at the annual Gospel of
Life Conference held Oct. 25 at the John Paul II Center.
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MARIA RIOUX and costume-maker Debra Fuhrman, owner of Our Coats of Many Colors workshop in Cummings,
Kan., stand with children dressed as various saints Sept. 25. This year, Fuhrman was set to make and ship approximately 1,500 saint costumes before Oct. 24, her cutoff date for rush orders. All Saints Day is Nov. 1.
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REBECCA Messall, Michael VOLUNTEER Vikki Lee
assists client Nicole
Brooks and Archbishop
Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. Cisneros.
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Kansas seamstress’s
costumes of saints go
marching out to customers
BY JOE BOLLIG

CUMMINGS, Kan. (CNS)—
Debra Fuhrman is under the
gun.
Barraged by orders arriving
from Kansas, around the United
States and even overseas,
Fuhrman has been shipping out
product as fast as she can. With
All Saints Day just around the
corner, you see, it’s high time for
the saints—or rather, their costumes—to go marching out.
Fuhrman runs a business
called Our Coats of Many Colors
in Cummings, population 580 or
so, and as best as she can tell, it
is the Catholic children’s costume capital of the world.
That’s quite an accomplishment for Fuhrman, a member of
the First Christian Church of
Atchison. Until just a few years
ago, she didn’t know the difference between St. Tarcisius and
tartar sauce. Fuhrman gives a lot
of the credit for her success to
her Catholic neighbor and
friend, Maria Rioux, a member
of St. Joseph Parish in
Nortonville.
Fuhrman began her costume
career in 1999 with “princess
style” dress-up clothes for her
two daughters. When other parents began to ask her to make
costumes for their kids,
Fuhrman began a little bedroom-based business in 2002.
Initially, she only offered children’s costumes of historical and
literary figures. Then Rioux encouraged her to consider making saint costumes.
“I can’t do that,” said
Fuhrman. “I’m Protestant. What
do I know about the saints?”
But Rioux didn’t give up.
“The next year she said people
in her e-group (e-mail listserv)
were asking where they could
find patterns (for saint costumes), and there wasn’t anywhere to go and buy or get a pattern,” said Fuhrman.
Rioux was persistent. She was
certain that there was a market
out there among her fellow
Catholic home-schoolers for
well-made saint costumes for
children. Those already on the
market were mostly of the gag
type for adults—shoddy and
vulgar. Parents hated them.
“I just didn’t see how it could
work,” Fuhrman said in an interview with The Leaven, newspaper of the Archdiocese of Kansas
City. “I never tried to create my
own patterns before. But the
third time she asked, I said,
‘Fine, you show me, and I’ll try
it, but I can’t do this alone.’”

“That’s when I told her that I’d
help her with designs and any
questions she had about a saint,”
said Rioux. “I’m just down the
road; pick up the phone.”
“We were picking up the
phone all the time,” Fuhrman
added with a laugh.
Fuhrman began making saint
costumes in 2004, and the saints
must be smiling on her, because
business has been very good.
Her first order—which she considered “huge”—was for 16 costumes. This year, she’ll make
and ship approximately 1,500
saint costumes before Oct. 24,
her cutoff date for rush orders.
“We could double that if I had
enough seamstresses,” said
Fuhrman. Those first years, and
costumes, weren’t easy. Starting
with patterns for a Benedictine
monk, a Franciscan friar and a
Jesuit priest, Fuhrman sought
both quality and authenticity.
A nun’s cowl and a bishop’s
miter, for example, gave her fits.
“I lost so much sleep over the
miter,” said Fuhrman. “It’s very
hard to do the middle section.”
And the secret to making a
good miter? “I’m not telling,”
Fuhrman said with a laugh.
It didn’t hurt that Rioux’s husband, John, is a philosophy professor at Benedictine College in
Atchison. The college is sponsored by St. Benedict’s Abbey
and Mount St. Scholastica.
One of the monks at the college let them use a habit, and
Abbot Barnabas Senecal “let us
use his miter,” said Rioux.
Benedictine Sister Debora
Peters took her and Fuhrman all
around her order’s motherhouse, Mount St. Scholastica,
and showed them the sisters’
habits.
About 90 percent of the costumes made by Our Coats of
Many Colors are of saints, and
the majority of those are bought
for Catholic home-schoolers.
Today, Our Coats of Many Colors
offers 50 kinds of costumes, although the inventory is always
in
flux,
said
Fuhrman.
Occasionally, the costumes of
saints not often requested are
replaced by those growing in
popularity.
The company will, from time
to time, take special orders as
well, said Fuhrman: “If I get
more than three requests,” I call
Maria. ‘People keep asking for
Padre Pio. Should we add him?’
I’ll ask. She’ll say, ‘Yes,’ or ‘Why
don’t we wait?’”
“Or I’ll say that he’s
Franciscan, and we’ve already
got that,” said Rioux.

Venerable ‘old red brick’ seminary
building marks 100th year
BY DANIELLE YUTHAS

The archdiocese’s seminary
campus has been a landmark in
the Denver Catholic community
since 1908. On Friday, Oct. 24, a
celebration sponsored by the
Friends of the Cardinal Stafford
Library was held in honor of the
100th year of the “old red brick”
building at 1300 S. Steele St. in
Denver. The day included tours,
talks and toasts.
Originally home to St. Thomas
Aquinas Seminary operated by the
Vincentian order, today the campus houses two seminaries operated by the Denver Archdiocese—
Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan
Missionary Seminary and St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary.
As published in the Denver
Catholic Register in 1908 the facility was described as “a model of
architectural beauty.”
The red brick building opened
to 12 seminarians who tended to
the adjoining farm and completed
a six-year program to reach ordination. In 1956 a new library was
constructed under the direction of
Archbishop Urban Vehr, after
whom the library was named and
then renamed after Cardinal J.
Francis Stafford in 2007. Today, the
library holds more than 160,000
books and 20,000 bound periodicals. While its main purpose is to
serve the seminaries, it is also open
to the public.
In 1995 St. Thomas Aquinas
Seminary closed and in 1996
Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan
Missionary Seminary opened.
After an extensive remodel, St.
John
Vianney
Theological
Seminary was dedicated in 1999.
Vincentian Father Paul Golden,
former rector of St. Thomas
Seminary who has taught at several universities and seminaries,
spoke at the centenary celebration.
“Research has always been a
hallmark of the Church,” he said.
“It is my opinion that a priest, deacon or other minister who teaches,
preaches and leads the people of
God must be grounded in solid
theological education. This education requires a resource center
such as this library.”
The Vincentians have trained
priests throughout the world
since 1660, noted Father Golden.
He added that St. Thomas
Aquinas Seminary ordained over

THE
ORIGINAL
seminary
building at
the John
Paul II
Center, 1300
S. Steele
St., which is
now home
to two seminaries,
marks its
100th anniversary
this year.
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1,100 priests. He explained that
the Vincentian values bought holistic, creative, person-oriented
and collaborative education to
the seminary.
“(The centenary celebration) is
an important milestone,” said
Michael Woodward, director of
the Cardinal Stafford Library who
was also a speaker Friday.
Woodward highlighted the diverse student body of the archdiocese’s seminaries, including current students from 19 countries
and who are training for 12 different U.S. dioceses as well as for different orders, among them the
Capuchin Franciscans and the
Theatines. He said the new evangelization was inspired by Vatican
II. The seminaries exhibit the optimistic, energetic and youthful
spirit of the new evangelization,
Woodward said, as emphasized in
John Paul II’s pontificate.
Redemptoris Mater is an international seminary, one of 72 in
the world, which has ties to the
Neocatechumenal Way, a Vatican
approved catechumenate. The
men attending Redemptoris
Mater
come
from
Neocatechumenal Way communities across the globe. Although
in formation at Redemptoris
Mater to serve the Denver
Archdiocese, the seminarians
there also receive missionary
training and after ordination can
be sent at the archbishop’s discretion anywhere in the world to
serve the new evangelization.
The mission statement of St.
John Vianney Seminary states:
“St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary’s mission is to form
priests after the mind and heart
of Jesus Christ and his Church,
under the patronage of the Curé

d’Ars. This is achieved through an
integrated and personal program
of human, spiritual, intellectual
and pastoral formation.”
Centenary celebration speaker
Father Curtiss Dwyer was a seminarian at St. John Vianney and now
serves as the seminary’s director of
pastoral formation. He also serves
as house father for Our Lady of
Lourdes Parish House. To be a
house father means to oversee and
live with 10 to 15 St. John Vianney
seminarians who live off campus
in parish housing.
“This provides a closer community environment, more exposure
to a parish and its pastor, and better formation for the seminarians,”
Father Dwyer said. “This is one of
the aspects that make St. John
Vianney Seminary unique.”
Another distinguishing characteristic of the seminary is the high
value it places on what is known as
the spirituality year, which is a
time when a young man discerns
his vocation and gains a basic
knowledge of Scripture and
Catholic teaching. It was suggested by Pope John Paul II’s “Pastores
Dabo Vobis” (“I Shall Give You
Shepherds”), an apostolic exhortation on the formation of the clergy.
The centenary celebration provided a day for the pubic to tour
the buildings, learn about the
past, and see how God continues
to work on the grounds of what is
now the John Paul II Center for
the New Evangelization, home to
the administrative offices of the
Denver Archdiocese as well as its
seminaries.
Woodward said it was a way to
pay tribute to a tradition of seminary education that has trained
hundreds of priests to serve the
faithful throughout the years.
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300 turn out for conference exploring
40 years of ‘Humanae Vitae’

STEPHEN L. MIKOCHIK

BY JOHN GLEASON

Approximately 300 people attended the 2008 Gospel of Life
Conference, which was held Oct.
25 and billed as “a contemporary
assessment of Catholic beliefs”
exploring the theme, “’Humanae
Vitae’—then and now.”
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., celebrated the
opening Mass and provided the
official welcome, saying he
hoped that the spiritual life of
the attendees would be deepened by the day’s content.
Keynote speakers included
Auxiliary Bishop James D.
Conley and noted speaker-professor Alice von Hildebrand.
Forty years ago, Pope Paul VI
released “Humanae Vitae” (“Of
Human Life”) where he reaffirmed the Church’s rejection of
contraception. Many opposed
to the Church’s position stated
categorically that contraception
would strengthen marriage, increase intimacy and ensure
healthy families. The speakers
addressed these issues.
Saying that “Humanae Vitae”
was arguably the most significant encyclical letter in the past
100 years, Bishop Conley began
by noting the encyclical has
proven to be a truly prophetic
teaching. In it, he said, the Holy
Father reaffirmed the Catholic
Church’s constant teaching
about the inseparable connection between the unitive and
procreative meaning of marital
love.
“The Church,” Bishop Conley
told the audience, “is a mother
and teacher, not a religious corporation. When the Church offers teaching like ‘Humanae
Vitae,’ it’s a gift of good counsel
rooted in long experience, not a
penalty… . (The Church) knows
the human predicament better
than anyone. She understands
the real ingredients of human
intimacy and happiness and

RESPECT LIFE 2008-09

A will for living
The 2008-09 Respect Life column series continues with the piece
below.
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AUXILIARY Bishop James D. Conley responds to audience members during a question and answer period at the Gospel of Life
Conference Oct. 25. More than 300 people took part in the event
held at the John Paul II Center.
‘Humanae Vitae’ is a reflection of
that.”
Bishop Conley, who is a convert, went on to say that when
he became a Catholic it was because he believed that the
Church, under the guidance and
inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
had the fullness of truth about
Jesus, salvation and about the
human person.
“We receive infallibly true
teaching on faith and morals to
guide us along the pilgrimage of
life,” he said.
On the subject of contraception, Pope Paul VI, in 1968 foretold that there would be marital
infidelity, a general lowering of
moral standards, a diminishment of respect for women, and
misuse of government power to
manipulate population growth.
“Who can deny that these predictions have sadly all come
true,” Bishop Conley said. “In
reading the literature back then,
those who favored the sanctioning of contraception insisted
that there would be nothing but
good that would come from the
use of the pill. Abortions would
decrease, marriages would be

strengthened and teen pregnancies would decrease. Sadly,
none of this has happened. In
fact, the situation in our country
and in our world has become
worse.”
However, Bishop Conley said,
there is hope and it can be found
in the young.
“I’m convinced that the new
generation of Catholics is tired
of the old lies and false promises
that my generation has selfishly
offered them,” he said. “They
know in their heart of hearts
that there must be something
better, more meaningful and
more fulfilling…and they are beginning to stand up and be
counted.”
Bishop Conley was followed
by noted lecturer and philosopher Alice von Hildebrand. A
30-year college professor at
Hunter College of the City
University of New York, von
Hildebrand can be seen on
Mother Angelica’s EWTN television network.
The philosophy professor said
that contraception has played a
significant role in the attitude of

See Conference, Page 8

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT’S SCHEDULE
Oct. 31-Nov. 1: Tekakwitha Conference Board of Directors Fall Meeting, Denver
Nov. 2: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
Nov. 3: Redemptoris Mater Arcdiocesan Missionary Seminary Board of Trustees Meeting (2 p.m.)
Nov. 4: Committee of Vicars and Directors, JP II Center (9:30 a.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Oct. 29: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
Oct. 30: DRE annual appreciation luncheon, Bonfils Hall, JPII Center (11:30 a.m.); Mass and confirmation, Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Latin Mass Community, Littleton (7 p.m.)
Nov. 4: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.); Committee of Vicars and Directors, JPII Center (9:30 a.m.)

CORRECTIONS
A priest profile in last week’s Denver Catholic Register incorrectly stated that Father Felix Medina attended
Regis University prior to entering Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan Missionary Seminary. He actually entered
the seminary first and attended the university as part of his formation. The Register apologizes for the inaccuracies in last week’s story. A corrected copy of the story is on Page 8.
An at-a-glance box in last week’s Register listed the wrong date for the Evening of Hope gala. The correct
date is Nov. 7. The Register apologizes for the error.

In 2005, the President’s Council on Bioethics issued a report critical of living wills in advance care planning. It questioned whether
patients could knowingly elect to forgo life support in advance of a
hypothetical future in which they might become incapacitated.
Instead it called for greater use of proxy directives (appointing family members or friends to make medical decisions for incapacitated
patients) as they offered the best hope for accommodating the
known wishes and best interests of such people.
Absent from the PCBE’s report, however, was any discussion of
the questions living wills raised for people already disabled, especially whether their wills should include instructions to forgo life
support. Those concerns are unique and some comment about
the use of living wills by such people is warranted. Before taking
up that task, I will first explain some key terms and then outline
the analysis the PCBE put forward.
“Advance directives” are declarations by which individuals provide directions for their future medical care in the event they become incompetent. Through written “instruction directives” or “living wills,” individuals set forth their preferences for or against certain therapeutic treatments and the considerations that should govern provision of their future medical care. Living wills can be quite
specific, particularly concerning the provision or withdrawal of
medically assisted food and hydration, CPR, mechanical ventilation,
kidney dialysis and other life-sustaining procedures.
“Proxy directives” or “health care powers of attorney” are documents in which individuals designate an agent to make treatment
decisions for them if they become incapacitated.
With the advent of life-sustaining techniques, people became
worried that such interventions would merely prolong their dying
in an undignified fashion that could drain their families’ financial
resources. The “living will” was advanced during the 1960’s to address these concerns.
Advocates for living wills argue that they promote autonomy by
enabling patients to avoid overtreatment and costly procedures
that could drain resources they want to leave for family and
friends. Living wills also keep decision-making on the patient’s
shoulders, relieving family members of the stress and discord that
could result if decisions to forgo treatment were theirs.
The PCBE, however, contended that living wills could not meet
the goals their advocates set for them. They may not accurately
reflect a person’s preferences since individuals are asked to predict their reactions to a host of maladies they cannot anticipate
and medical interventions they may not understand. Treatment
choices often change over time, yet individuals may neglect to
alter their living wills to reflect such change. Finally, there is evidence that incompetent patients often receive care inconsistent
with their instructions.
The PCBE concluded that living wills could not ensure genuinely informed consent because that requires a grasp of facts no
one can truly know in advance.
The PCBE thus called for patients to place their trust in another’s judgment to make the best treatment decisions for them, taking both their prior wishes and present circumstances into account by means of proxy directives.
But disabled people can internalize society’s negative attitudes
about their conditions and consequently choose in living wills to
forgo life-support. This is most evident at the onset of a traumatic
injury when individuals first experience the loss of capacity. With
pain management and rehabilitation, however, these feelings often
dissipate, especially when the worth of their lives is vindicated
through meaningful employment or by families, friends and faith
communities who appreciate their gifts. Yet they would never experience that positive change if their instructions to forgo life support
became effective first. And such directives can lie around like loaded
guns ready to discharge even after that change has occurred.
Even people with long-standing disabilities may remain vulnerable to the suggestions of others that their lives are not
worth living. Families may make disabled members feel guilty

See Mikochik, Page 18
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BREAKING
OPEN THE
WORD

THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

GEORGE WEIGEL

Nov. 2: All Souls Day

Praying for those to be elected
There will be much to ponder, once this interminable electoral
cycle comes to an end. Why has so much of the campaign seemed
like a prolonged episode of “American Idol,” with candidates trying
to sell their personal “narratives” rather than their ideas and policies? Why did Pastor Rick Warren, rather than talented, veteran
journalists, raise the questions that many Americans would like to
explore in considering their new president: questions of the candidates’ character, compassion, intellectual roots, and moral depth?
What does the non-stop cable news cycle do to our national ability
to pause and think seriously?
Earlier this year, at the height of the primary season, a senior
producer in the network news business told me that, while a political junkie, she was appalled by what she had experienced within
many campaigns: the carefully crafted, poll- and focus group-driven manipulation of the electorate’s emotions, in what amount to a
variant on the sleazier forms of advertising. Isn’t there something
more to running for president than appealing to consumer tastes?
And then there’s the media’s own fixation with “gotcha,” which further fuels the vacuity of political conversation and debate.
Truth to tell, campaigns are rarely pretty, if you’re interested in
ideas rather than spasms of feeling. 1960 is supposed to have been
an exception—our age’s answer to Lincoln and Douglas—but few
today remember that Kennedy and Nixon spent an inordinate
amount of time during their debates arguing about two rocks off
the China coast, Quemoy and Matsu. Still, these past two years
seem, at the moment, to have been singularly devoid of a serious
exchange of ideas, and singularly dominated by sound bites.
So, with the end in sight, let me suggest that it’s time to pray: to
pray for the candidates, because whoever is inaugurated on Jan.
20, 2009, is facing a world of trouble; to pray for ourselves, that we
refrain from tribal voting and make wise and prudent choices; and
to pray for our country, that we grow up a bit more in the years
ahead. With thanks to the Diocese of Wilmington, let me commend to everyone the Litany of St. Thomas More, Martyr, and
Patron of Statesmen, Politicians, and Lawyers:
V. Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
V. Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
V. Lord, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
V. Christ, hear us.
R. Christ, graciously hear us.
V. St. Thomas More, saint and martyr, R. Pray for us.
V. St. Thomas More, patron of statesmen, politicians, and
lawyers, R. Pray for us.
V. St. Thomas More, patron of justices, judges, and magistrates, R. Pray for us.
V. St. Thomas More, model of integrity and virtue in public
and private life, R. Pray for us.
V. St. Thomas More, servant of the Word of God and the Body
and Blood of Christ, R. Pray for us.
V. St. Thomas More, model of holiness in the sacrament of
marriage, R. Pray for us.
V. St. Thomas More, teacher of your children in the Catholic
faith, R. Pray for us.
V. St. Thomas More, defender of the weak and the poor, R.
Pray for us.
V. St. Thomas More, promoter of human life and dignity, R.
Pray for us.
V. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
R. Spare us, O Lord.
V. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
R. Graciously hear us, O Lord.
V, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
R. Have mercy on us.
Let us pray: O glorious St. St. Thomas More, patron of statesmen, politicians, judges, and lawyers, your life of prayer and
penance and your zeal for justice, integrity, and firm principle in
public and family life led you to the path of martyrdom and
sainthood. Intercede for our statesmen, politicians, judges, and
lawyers, that they may be courageous and effective in their de-

Continued right

Scripture readings:
• Wisdom 3:1-9
• Psalm 23
• Romans 5:5-11
• John 6:37-40
Theme: “Are you saved?” This
is a question St. Paul would never
have asked; it’s foreign to the
Catholic way of thinking. Instead,
Paul talks about being “justified
by the blood of Christ” and “reconciled to God through the death
of his Son.” Because of this, Paul
says, “we will be saved.” Because
we are sinners who have been
justified by Christ and reconciled
to God we can face death with the
assurance of hope of future salvation. As the title of Pope
Benedict’s second encyclical says,
we are “Saved in Hope.” And this
hope pertains not only to ourselves, but to all the faithful de-

parted who we remember this
Sunday. Finally, the first reading
reminds us of something very important; something many people
either don’t believe, or just don’t
think about: the immortality of
the soul. We are destined to live
forever; and the way we live today
and the decisions we make will
affect our final destination. “The
souls of the just,” it says, “are in
the hand of God.”
Key verse: “The souls of the just
are in the hand of God … their
hope if full of immortality” (Wis
1:1, 4).
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church”: We firmly believe, and
hence we hope that, just as Christ
is truly risen from the dead and
lives for ever, so after death the
righteous will live for ever with the
risen Christ and he will raise them
up on the last day” (No. 989).
Pope Benedict XVI: “In the
communion of souls simple terrestrial time is superseded. It is
never too late to touch the heart
of another, nor is it ever in vain.
Our hope is always essentially

also hope for others; only thus is
it truly hope for me too. As
Christians we should never limit
ourselves to asking: how can I
save myself? We should also ask:
what can I do in order that others
may be saved and that for them
too the star of hope may rise?
Then I will have done my utmost
for my own personal salvation as
well” (“Spes Salvi,” 48).
Application:
On this last
Sunday before an important national election our readings remind us of two things: First, we
remember those who have gone
before us; those who lived,
worked, sacrificed and died in the
hopes of making our lives, and
our nation, better. In particular
we remember those who have
died in the peace of Christ, whose
“hope is full of immortality.”
Second, this week’s readings remind us that that our ultimate
hope is not of this world; it does
not lie with any candidate, party
or platform. “If for this life only
we have hoped in Christ,” Paul
wrote to the Corinthians, “we are
of all men most to be pitied” (1
Cor 15:19).

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Suicide awareness
Our family has had suicide
among our 10 children. I feel we
were treated very kindly by our
church after our son Raymond,
age 20, killed himself after one
and half years of college. Two
young priests and a family friend,
also a priest, conducted his funeral Mass and he was buried in
the Catholic cemetery near our
home.
This was many years ago. It was
good that the suicide was public
knowledge and not hidden or
treated as shameful as sometimes
happens. That is not always the
case. When a person kills himself,
he is not seeing things as they really are and is in great distress. He
believes he will never feel right
again or be able to be useful, and
he sees no way out of his despair
or that the day will come when he
will be able to go on.
We must not be afraid to ask if
someone if they are having suicidal thoughts (a mistake I made).
The person may be relieved to
have someone understand. This

Weigel
fense and promotion of the
sanctity of human life—the
foundation of all other human
rights. We ask this through
Christ, Our Lord.
R. Amen.
George Weigel is Distinguished
Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver
Catholic Register, the official
newspaper of the Archdiocese of
Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

is hard to do sometimes; it will
not “put the idea into their head.”
If he does die, don’t hide the fact
or pretend that he died of something else. Be kind and open to
friends and others as we may not
know what they are going
through.
Ten years after Ray’s death, another son killed himself after
failed marriages. These sons were
both very good people who never
hurt anyone. I hope that Mother
Mary, the mother of Jesus, is looking after our sons and mourns as
we do.
Our family came through pretty
well in the end but it was hard. I
feel our priests, bishops, cardinals
and pope need to talk about these
things openly and offer help and
guidance in a more public way.
Our pastor, Father Bert Chilson,
wrote a good article for our church
bulletin not long ago.
Suzanne Landale
Aurora
Editor’s note: The National
Suicide Prevention Lifeline (sui-

cidepreventionlifeline.org) is a
24-hour, toll-free suicide prevention service available to
anyone in suicidal crisis. If you
need help, please dial 1-800273-8255. The Compassionate
Friends (compassionatefriends.org) is a grief support
organization, 303-695-9553,
as is the Heartlight Center
(heartlightcenter.org), 303745-1771, Ext. 242.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize that
the opinions expressed in letters to the
editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Letters
containing plainly misstated facts,
misinformation or libelous statements
will not be printed. Unsigned letters will
not be printed. Letters will be edited.
Send letters to: Editor, Denver Catholic
Register, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO
80210 or fax to 303-715-2045. E-mail
us at: editor@archden.org.

THE SAINTS: ST. EVARISTUS
Died C. 108
Feast –
Oct. 29
In the
Annuario
Pontificio, the
Vatican
yearbook,
Evaristus is
listed as the fifth pope, serving
from 96 or 99 to 108 and
coming from Greece. Both
Eusebius and Irenaeus

confirmed him as the successor
of Pope Clement. Another
ancient source, “Liber
Pontificalis,” says Evaristus was
the son of a Bethlehem Jew
from a Hellenic family, and
credits him with dividing Rome
into parishes and appointing
seven deacons there, but
historians discount such early
organization. There also is no
evidence of his martyrdom, but
he may have been buried near
St. Peter’s tomb.
© 2008 CNS
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9. All Souls Day, in the Roman
Catholic Church, is:
a. always on Nov. 1;

What does
‘hallow’ mean?
BY DOMINIC CAMPLISSON
It seems that many people forget
Halloween is related to the Church.
This quiz reminds folks of the
origins of the festivities.
1. Why did the Church start
Halloween?
a. To convert the Druids;
b. For fun;
c. It didn’t; it was originally a pagan
Celtic feast.
2. Some Christians are suspicious
of Halloween because it has these:
a. Associations with apples and
pies, which are bad for the health;
b. Pagan origins;
c. A double “l” and a double “e” like
“eevill.”
3. Why might this not be such a big
deal?
a. Many things in Christianity like
Christmas have pagan antecedents;
b. The double letters are well and
good;
c. The apple, while deadly to
Protestants, cannot harm Catholics.
4. What does “hallow” mean?
a. Empty in the middle, like a gong;
b. Holy;
c. It is a corruption of “Aloha.”
5. What is “een” as in
“Halloween”?
a. It is derived from the Irish word
Ean, meaning “bird” as people ate
duck;
b. It is derived from “evening”;
c. It is derived from the cries of the
demented Irish souls who “keen.”
6. The origin of the name is easier
to see in this older version:
a. wehadafeastitshalloween;
b. Samhain;
c. All Hallows Eve.
7. According to one pope, the
reason for a feast celebrating all
the saints was:
a. to make up for any previous
commemorations that year, which
were deficient in any way;
b. to call the pagans’ attention to
the fact that Catholics
outnumbered them 6 to 1;
c. to have a reason for kids to trick
or treat.
8. But another practical rationale
was that there were:
a. a lot of times when the religion of
martyrs was unknown;
b. more martyrs than days in the
year so not everyone could have his
own feast day;
c. so many bingo games scheduled,
liturgy had to come at the end of
the month.

b. always on Oct. 31;
c. it depends, in a leap year it can
be on either day.
10. The remembrance of the dead
dates back to:

c. The Medieval reaction to the
Lutherans who challenged the idea
of sainthood.
11. There was already a supply of
people to honor because of this:
a. the periodic Roman persecutions
against Christians that created
martyrs;

a. 1874;

b. the dearth of Italian nationalists
bent on seizing the Papal States;

b. the earliest days of the Christian
Church;

c. the Thirty Years War, which raged
in Russia at the time.

12. An early custom of the Church,
still noted in altars today (altar
cloths in the East) is the veneration
of:
a. icons;
b. relics;
c. effigies of pets.

c. martyrs.
14. Later were added this more
“generic” group:
a. troubadours;
b. saints;
c. Dominicans.

13. At first this subset of the dead
were honored:
a. popes;
b. nuns;

ANSWERS: 1.c, 2.b, 3.a, 4.b, 5.b, 6.c,
7.a, 8.b, 9.a, 10.b, 11.a, 12.b, 13.c, 14.b

THE CATEQUIZ’EM
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Cardinal beatifies parents of St.
Poll finds majority of
Therese of Lisieux in French town voters favor California
BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

LISIEUX, France (CNS)—
Cardinal Jose Saraiva Martins encouraged those present at the beatification of the parents of St.
Therese of Lisieux to thank God
for their own parents.
“I have thought about my own
father and mother, and I would
like you also to think at this moment of your father and mother,
so we will thank God together for
having created us and made us
Christians through the married

love of our parents,” said Cardinal
Saraiva Martins, former prefect of
the Vatican’s Congregation for
Saints’ Causes.
“Receiving life is a
wonderful thing. But it
is still more admirable
for us that our parents
should have led us to
the Church, which
alone is capable of
forming Christians.
No one can become a
Christian by himself,”
the cardinal said at the
Oct. 19 beatification
Mass for Louis and
Marie Zelie Guerin
Martin in St. Therese
Basilica.
Among the approximately 15,000 people
attending the Mass was
a 6-year-old Italian,
Pietro Schillero. When
he was 13 months old,
his parents prayed for
the intercession of the Martins to
cure his fatal lung condition; in
2003, the Church recognized the
cure as miraculous.
In a message read at the beatification Mass, Pope Benedict XVI
said that the Martins had “proclaimed the Gospel” through
their exemplary lives, passing on
their “ardent faith” to their children. The pope said he hoped
their example would be “a source
of joy and hope for all parents
and all families.”
Cardinal Saraiva Martins said
St. Therese, who died of hemopt-

ysis, or bleeding of the lungs, at
age 24, had described her parents
as “more worthy of heaven than
earth.”
The “secret of success” of the Martins’
Christian life, the cardinal said, had been
their readiness to
“walk humbly with
God in seeking the
advice of the Lord,”
while also “placing all
aspects of their lives
in harmony with
church teachings.”
He added that the
Martins were a “gift to
parents,” widows and
widowers, and those
facing illness and
death.
“Louis and Zelie are
a gift for spouses of all
ages, through the esteem, respect and
harmony with which
they loved for 19 years,” the cardinal said. “They lived the
promises of marriage, the faithfulness of engagement, the indissolubility of the bond, the
fruitfulness of love, in happiness
and in trials, in health and in
sickness.”
Marie Zelie Guerin married
Louis Martin, a watchmaker and
jeweler, in 1858. She died of cancer in 1877, at the age of 46, after
giving birth to nine children. Four
of the Martins’ children died in
infancy. The five who survived all
entered religious life.

marriage amendment
BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW HAVEN, Conn. (CNS)—A
majority of likely voters in
California favor a proposed constitutional amendment stating
that only marriage between a
man and a woman is valid or recognized in the state, according to
a new poll commissioned by the
Knights of Columbus.
The survey, carried out by the
Marist College Institute for Public
Opinion, also showed support for
California’s Proposition 8 among
a majority of likely Catholic voters
(57 percent), Republicans (83
percent), men (53 percent),
women (51 percent), Latinos (57
percent), married people (59 percent) and those 45 or older (59
percent).
Groups most likely to oppose
Proposition 8 were Democrats (63
percent said they were opposed),
Independents (54 percent), those
under 45 (54 percent), single people (54 percent) and college graduates (50 percent), according to the
poll results.
The survey was conducted by
telephone Sept. 28-Oct. 5 among
1,008 registered voters in
California. The margin of error
was plus or minus 3.1 percentage
points.
Among all likely California voters, 52 percent said they planned
to vote “yes” on Proposition 8, 43
percent said they would vote
“no,” and 5 percent were unsure.
Same-sex marriages have been
permitted in California since June,
after the California Supreme Court
ruled in May that sexual orientation “does not constitute a legitimate basis upon which to deny or
withhold legal rights.” Californians
voted in 2000 to allow marriages
only between opposite-sex couples, but the high court’s ruling
overturned that.
The Knights, based in New
Haven, recently agreed to fund a
new campaign of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops
aimed at promoting the unique
nature of marriage and defending
its status against moves to redefine marriage through legislatures or the courts.
The survey, made public Oct.
21, found that 52 percent of likely
voters said they thought the
California Supreme Court was
wrong to overturn the 2000 referendum results, while 42 percent
said the court’s action was right
and 6 percent were unsure.
Asked whether they thought
the definition of marriage should
be determined by judges or by
California voters, 72 percent said
voters should have the final word,
15 percent said it should be left to

CNS GRAPHIC/EMILY THOMPSON

THE MAJORITY of Catholic registered voters in California say
they are for Proposition 8, which
would amend the state constitution to say that only marriage
between a man and a woman is
valid or recognized in the state.
judges and 13 percent were undecided.
The survey respondents also
were presented with various scenarios that could follow passage
or failure of Proposition 8 and
asked whether that possibility
would make them more or less
likely to vote for the proposed
constitutional amendment.
Among likely voters, 58 percent
said they would be more likely to
vote for Proposition 8 if same-sex
couples would “still be able to
form civil unions and have the
same rights as married heterosexual couples” if the proposed
amendment is passed. Thirty percent said they would be less likely
to support it and 12 percent were
unsure.
Another question hypothesized
that if Proposition 8 fails, “priests,
ministers and other clergy who
won’t perform same-sex marriages because of their religious
beliefs will face lawsuits and may
lose their right to perform heterosexual marriages.” Forty-four percent said that would make them
more likely to vote in favor of
Proposition 8, while 41 percent
said it would make them less unfavorable to the proposal and 14
percent said they were unsure.
About half (49 percent) of likely
voters agreed with the statement,
“Same-sex marriage should not
be law if priests, ministers and
other clergy who believe the Bible
allows for marriage only between
a man and a woman will not be
able to legally marry these couples in their place of worship
without risk of lawsuits or loss of
their tax-exempt status.”
Forty-three percent said they
believed “same-sex marriage
should become law, so gay and
lesbian couples may have the
same rights as other couples
through marriage,” and 8 percent
were undecided.
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Conference
From Page 3

contemporary society, which
fosters and feeds instant gratification.
“Fast food machines are
everywhere; people want everything now,” she told the audience.
“”There becomes a
disharmony between the body
and the soul where the body
wants everything now. It used to
be that we derived pleasure with
gratitude. But today we feel we
deserve pleasure without the
gratitude. That pleasure leads to
slavery and that slavery takes
away our freedom in the form of
addictions. These addictions
decimate the soul.”
The professor’s late husband,
noted Catholic philosopher
Dietrich von Hildebrand, believed it was possible that someday “Humanae Vitae” would be
more widely embraced.
“He said that we have no rea-
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son to be optimistic but we have
every reason to hope,” she told
the Denver Catholic Register.
“Optimism is the tendency to
see everything in rosy colors.
Hope is trust in God.”
Bishop
Conley,
von
Hildebrand
and
Catholic
Marriage Preparation Program
mentors Christine and Christian
Meert delivered a panel discussion and took questions from
the audience.
The widespread practice of
couples cohabiting outside of
marriage is due in large part to
contraception, the panelists
agreed.
Originally from France, the
Meerts noted that the problem
in the United States isn’t nearly
as bad as it is in Europe.
“Here you have young people
who live together before they get
married,” Christine Meert said.
“In Europe they live together but
don’t get married.”
Christian Meert told the
crowd that the couple encounters many cohabitating engaged
couples in their work. Even so,
75 percent of those who come to
the Meerts’ program voluntarily
sign abstinence pledge cards to
be in effect until they marry.
“You keep the dialogue going
and you don’t judge,” he advised.
The conference, which is an
annual event, was sponsored by
the
Denver
Archdiocese’s
Respect Life Office.

Profile: A priest for the new evangelization
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Father Felix Medina, 35, became administrator at St. James
Parish in 2006 and was named
pastor a year later. Father Medina
said he finds parish work both
fulfilling and challenging.
“St. James is a wonderful mix of
groups of all backgrounds and all
ages,” he said. “It is an older community with many longtime
parishioners. But at the same
time, we have a school and that
means many young couples with
children. It’s a well-rounded community.”
Originally from Cordoba,
Spain, Father Medina said that he
and his brother Rafael were typical kids playing soccer in the
street. He said it was at this time
when he first heard God’s call to
him, but being so young, he didn’t fully understand it. There was
a distant cousin who was a priest,
but many of his family had careers in the military; his grandfather had served in the Spanish
Civil War.
Eventually, Felix Medina attended the University of
Salamanca in Spain where he received a degree in math, but God
wasn’t finished yet. While on pilgrimage to Denver, God’s call
came again.
“When I came to Denver in
1993 from Spain for World Youth

Day, I heard Pope John Paul II
saying: ‘Do not be afraid of going
to the rooftops and the crossroads of our world to proclaim
the Gospel,’” he recalled. “Then,
at a vocational meeting a couple
of days later in Fort Collins with
more than 20,000 youths from
Neocatechumenal Way communities around the world, I heard
God inviting me to follow him in
his plan for my priestly vocation.”
Soon thereafter, he returned to
Colorado to enter Redemptoris
Mater Archdiocesan Missionary
Seminary. He was among the first
seminarians
to
attend
Redemptoris Mater, which has ties
to the Neocatechumenal Way, a
Vatican approved catechumenate.
Redemptoris Mater is one of two
seminaries operated by the
Denver Archdiocese. Though in
formation to serve as priests for
the Denver Archdiocese, men attending Redemptoris Mater also
receive missionary training and
may be sent at the discretion of the
archbishop anywhere in the world.
“Being a missionary priest for
the new evangelization means
being open to the will of God in
terms of my future: where I will
go, what I will do, when I will
move and what I will have. It is
total freedom, having only Christ
as my security, my plan and my
hope. I am a person who is always
planning and calculating and

Meeting for potential Scout leaders
BY JOHN GLEASON

The Denver Area Catholic
Committee on Scouting is looking

for new membership to serve the
Boy Scout and Girl Scout youths of
the Archdiocese of Denver.
The committee, which will gather for a meeting on Nov. 8, needs
new volunteers to assist with planning retreats, administering religious emblems programs and
other important work that serves
the youth. There are several religious emblems Scouts can earn
that sometimes the Scouts themselves are unaware of.
Jon Elliott is the organization
representative. He said the emblem program the committee runs
for Boy Scouts is from the National
Committee on Scouting. The em-

blem for Girl Scouts and Camp
Fire Kids comes from the National
Federation for Catholic Youth
Ministry.
“The Light of Christ and Parvuli
Dei (Children of God) awards
teach Scouts about their faith
within a family setting and explore
the presence of God in their daily
lives,” Elliott said.
Boy Scouts can earn the Ad
Altare Dei (To the Altar of God)
Award, the purpose of which is to
develop a fully Christian way of life
in the faith community. The Pope
Pius XII Award is Catholic
Scouting’s Church-related ministries and vocation program.

being a missionary priest is a
constant call to come out of my
schemas and lean on our provident Father.”
The Medina family traveled
from Spain to attend his ordination in 2004. Standing before all
those people in the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, Father Medina said
he was struck by two emotions.
“First, I was very grateful to
God for this calling,” he said. “The
other was humility because as I
stood there I knew that this was
really beyond my power to accomplish on my own.”
The priesthood is achieved
through God’s call and action,
Father Medina emphasized.
“I cannot make it happen or accomplish the impossible tasks
that I see before me every day,” he
said. “God truly speaks, heals,
converts and consoles his people.
It is a privilege to be so close to his
divine action.”
Being a witness of the Gospel
and proclaiming it with his life is
what is important, the young
priest said.
“The fact that I am a priest,” he
asserted, “is a huge miracle that
shows the immense power and
the incredible love of God.”
This profile is a corrected version of the piece that ran last
week.
Elliott said the National
Federation for Catholic Youth
Ministry offers religious emblems
for Girls Scouts and Camp Fire
USA and American Heritage Girls.
There are more then 58,000 active boys scouts in the Denver Area
Council, a number that has been
slowly increasing in recent years.
Elliott said that the numbers dip in
rural areas where there is competition with groups such as 4H and
Future Farmers of America. But in
the metro area, he said, scouting
continues to grow.
“There are many parishes that
sponsor packs and troops,” he
said. “Some support it directly by
the youth and youth ministry office, other times it’s sponsored
through the men’s club or
Knights of Columbus.”
Given all the distractions that
young people have, Elliott remains
steadfast on the importance of
scouting in the lives of kids.
“Scouting takes seriously duty
to God, duty to country and duty
to family,” he said. “At their core,
Scouts are determined to keep
themselves physically fit and
morally straight. And the activities are more than just camping
and hiking. They’re training
methods for self reliance, building confidence and development
of life skills.”
The new membership and
leadership meeting will be held at
10 a.m. on Nov. 8 at the John Paul
II Center, 1300 S. Steele St. For
more information, call 303-5228828.
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Women inspired to use their gifts to better the world at annual ENDOW conference
BY DANIELLE YUTHAS

Women of the Catholic faith
unite. ENDOW is an ecclesiastical organization that is rapidly
growing in spreading Catholic
feminism.
ENDOW (Educating on the
Nature and Dignity of Women)
groups are forming in parishes
throughout the archdiocese, the
country and the world.
“ENDOW is a Catholic educational program that brings women
together to discover their Godgiven dignity and to understand
their role in humanizing and
transforming society,” reads the
organization’s mission statement.
The organization’s third annual
conference, which drew women
of all ages and all walks of life
from the Denver Archdiocese,
from states across the country
and from Canada, was held Oct.
18 at the Denver Marriott Hotel.
Writer-speaker Eileen Love presented a reflection on life and love
in celebration of the 40th anniversary of “Humanae Vitae.” Her talk
was followed by an interactive
panel of three women who shared
real-life applications of “Humanae
Vitae” in their marriages, families
and work places.
Religious Sister of Mercy
Prudence Allen, ENDOW advisory board member and professor
of philosophy at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary, has been

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

behind the start up of ENDOW
since its beginning. At the conference she spoke on “Mulieris
Dignitatem,” an apostolic letter of
Pope John Paul II on the dignity
and vocation of women. The
document marks its 20th anniversary this year.
Sister Allen explained the document section by section in a way
that is relatable to Catholic
women.
She explained the
Catholic understanding of terms
including “gender” and “humanism” and covered a variety of topics from the effects of original sin
to a woman’s role in relationships. And she focused on Mary,
the model for all Christians, but
in a special way for women.
“Mary serves as a guide for vocation for every woman,” Sister
Allen said.
Attendee Carol Sullivan of
Broomfield said she went to the

SISTER Prudence
Allen, R.S.M., and
Sister Marie Paul
Lockerd, R.S.M.,
deliver a talk to
ENDOW small
group facilitators
during a training
session held Oct.
17 at the John
Paul II Center, the
day prior to the
2008 ENDOW
conference.

conference to find fellowship
with Catholic women of the same
values.
“We need to use our gifts as
women to better the world,” she
said, reflecting on the points
Sister Allen made.
“God has a plan for each of us
and by knowing and embracing
his will we will be truly happy,”
added Sister Mary Peter of
Nashville, Tenn., who said she attended the conference to learn
more about ENDOW so she could
bring the program to Aquinas
College.
Byzantine Father Emmanuel
Charles McCarthy, who was nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize for
bringing a nonviolent conflict resolution program to the University
of Notre Dame, spoke on seeking
truth in life. Father McCarthy’s
daughter was seriously ill when
McCarthy family and friends

turned in prayer to Edith Stein.
The girl’s recovery was one of the
miracles of Stein’s canonization.
Father McCarthy elaborated on
the saint’s view of truth in the
world.
“Whoever seeks the truth is
seeking God, whether consciously or unconsciously,” he said,
quoting the saint.
Father McCarthy urged the
conference attendees to get out
of their “2-by-4 worlds” and seek
truth and meaning in the world.
Attendee Betsy Tapp, who is
beginning an ENDOW program
at St. Thomas More Parish in
Centennial,
said
Father
McCarthy’s talk gave her much
food for thought.
“His talk was something you
process as time goes on,” she
said. “It changes and adds to your
perspective.”
In addition to the speakers
and panel discussion, the conference also included Mass and
opportunities for confession.
Mass was said at Holy Ghost
Church by Archbishop Charles

Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
“Archbishop Chaput took the
time to celebrate with us,” said
Tapp. “He is a man of great wisdom and holiness and it is really
special that he supports ENDOW
so much.”
The 2008 ENDOW conference
also offered a teen track.
Attendees were coming-of-ageyouths from several different high
schools in three different states.
Organizers said adolescence is a
critical age to establish dignity in
womanhood, especially in today’s
instant gratification culture.
Speakers included siblings Kate
and Brigid Sweeney who are both
graduates of Franciscan University
of Steubenville and who both
served as missionaries. Kate
Sweeney is now the associate director of ENDOW and Brigid
Sweeney is the marketing coordinator of ENDOW.
“Team
Sweeney” is known for and shared
their enthusiastic love for Christ.
For more information, visit
EndowOnline.com or call 303715-3224.
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New Catholic Charities’
emergency center dedicated
BY JOHN GLEASON

• Full Service Renovation of Kitchen & Bath
• Design & Installation for New
Construction

Showroom at 66 South Logan
303-744-9110
T.J. Kesicki, CKD, IIDA

Mills
A Tradition of Excellence

Roofing Service
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COMMERCIAL • APARTMENT ROOFING

FREE ESTIMATES
“DON’T GET WET”

2221 GRAY ST.
DENVER, CO

(303) 232-0324

EXPERT REPAIRS BY
EXPERIENCED
CRAFTSMEN
• INSURANCE CLAIMS
• FHA CERTIFICATES
• SPECIAL RATES TO
SENIOR CITIZENS
• LICENSED & INSURED

Beautiful Custom
Made Interior &
Exterior Railings
Master Craftsmen in
Ornamental Iron
Since 1949

• Interior/Exterior
• Handrails
• Gates & Fences
• Spiral Staircases
• Balconies
• Specialty Items

1383 West Alameda • Denver, CO 80223 •
303-777-4980 • alamedairon.com
HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • REFRIGERATION • GEOTHERMAL

COMMERCIAL
& RESIDENTIAL

Family owned &
operated for 38 years

We’ll take care
of your AC and
heating needs!

100% Money Back Guarantee

303-424-1622
6285 West 48th Avenue, Denver

970-870-0983
Steamboat Springs
Our tech’s wear shoe covers
or your service is free

On Oct. 28, Auxiliary Bishop
James D. Conley blessed and dedicated a new Catholic Charities’
Emergency Assistance Center located at 1205 W. Byers Place in
Denver.
The new center is a consolidation of the central and southwest
emergency assistance centers,
which could no longer accommodate demand based on their
physical size and location, according to Kurt Bartley Chief
Development Officer for Catholic
Charities.
“The facility has been open for
several weeks,” Bartley told the
Denver Catholic Register. “People
come in for all sorts of assistance.
Our goal is to help these people
remain in their own home, which
for many of them is one of the
biggest challenges right now.”
The new center is larger and is
able to warehouse a significantly
greater amount of food. The center will offer expanded hours, operating five days a week between
9 a.m. and 3 p.m.
The demand for emergency
services has seen a dramatic increase over the last year, according to Stephen Carattini, interim
president and CEO of Catholic
Charities.
“In order to meet the needs of
the community and serve our
brothers and sisters in Christ, we
believe that a more central location and expanded services
would realize a greater level of effectiveness in assisting the working poor,” he said.
The new location will provide
great access to many of the people who need the services in an
area where need is high as well as
provide more access from the
larger geographic area that
Catholic Charities serves.
This new center is one of five
emergency assistance centers
Catholic Charities operates in the
metro Denver area as well as three

TO DONATE
The dwindling economy has led
to a run on supplies at
emergency assistance centers,
leaving them in need of cash
and food donations. To donate
or volunteer, call Catholic
Charities at 303-742-0828 or
visit online at ccdenver.org.
Donations can also be taken to
the nearest center for drop off.

others in Fort Collins, Greeley and
Glenwood Springs. At Byers Place,
50 volunteers work in the office
and warehouse of the 3,100square-foot facility, half of which is
dedicated to storing food and acting as the staging area for building
food baskets for distribution
Patty Carr, site manager of
Byers Place, said the facility will
be serving as many families as the
two it replaced.
“In August, the last month the
two other centers were in operation, we served 800 families and it
looks as if in October, we’ll be
serving that many families here,”
she said. “We help with everything from food to bus tokens or
rent; we assist with utility bills or
prescriptions. We’re here for people in times of crisis or emergency
and, hopefully, make a little difference in their life; make them a
bit happier.”
One of those recently helped by
the center is Irene Hosseini. A
manger of a clothing store
Hosseini, 52, recently underwent
knee replacement surgery. The
operation was not a success and
she hasn’t had an income since
July. She first came to the center
for food and financial assistance,
which has helped her get through
a difficult time.
“I was in tears when I came
here,” she told the Register. “The
volunteers were wonderful. They
comforted me and got me what I

See Center, Page 17
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SECURE YOUR FUTURE...
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ARCHBISHOP Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., poses with, from
left, Kandace Gerdes, Steven Michalek and Ann Allott after the
Oct. 26 Red Mass.

Red Mass honors legal profession
BY JOHN GLEASON

The annual Red Mass was held
Oct. 26 at the Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Confession in
Denver. Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput O.F.M. Cap. was the main
celebrant for the Mass to honor
those in the legal profession including judges, attorneys, law
school professors and students as
they seek guidance from the Holy
Spirit.
The Red Mass dates from the
13th century when it was first celebrated in Paris. Later, the Mass
became an annual tradition in
England to commemorate the
beginning of each new court
term. The color red, traditionally
the color of the vestments worn
by the priests at a Red Mass, symbolizes the Holy Spirit, particularly in the tongues of fire that descended on the Apostles, according to Ann Allott, president of the
Catholic Lawyers Guild.
“The Mass was first celebrated
in the United States in 1928,”
Allott told the Denver Catholic
Register, “and now is held annually to mark the beginning of the
Supreme Court’s term. I’m very
pleased to be part of our guild’s
history in continuing with this
wonderful tradition.”

3 MONTH
FDIC INSURED CD

As part of the celebration, several people were honored for their
work in the legal profession and
the public square, including
Archbishop Chaput who was bestowed with the first Servus Dei in
Primis Award (Service to God First)
from the St. Thomas More Society.
“The title of the award is intended to invoke the final words
spoken by St. Thomas More before his execution,” explained
Mike Brooks, president of the St.
Thomas More Society.” More
said, ‘I am the king’s good servant,
but God’s first.’ This year our
board decided that Archbishop
Chaput should be so honored for
his extraordinary contribution to
… encouraging the promotion of
the Church’s teachings in the
public square.”
Brooks added that the board regarded the archbishop’s authorship of “Render Unto Caesar” as a
great example of what it means to
be a witness to one’s faith in the
public square.
The Catholic Lawyers Guild also
honored two of their own: Steven
Michalek, who was presented with
the St. Thomas More Award, and
Kandace Gerdes who received the
Lifetime Achievement Award.

See Mass, Page 17
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Richness of African American faith heritage is poignantly expressed in song
November is Black
Catholic History month
BY MARY L. LEISRING

One of the significant ways that
African Americans express their
spirituality is through song. The
characteristic was recognized by
Rev. Clarence Rivers, a black
Catholic priest who paved the
way for liturgical enculturation
and inspired black Catholics to
bring their artistic genius to
Catholic worship.
Archbishop James P. Lyke,
O.F.M., did a great service in serving as the coordinator of the
African American Catholic
Hymnal “Lead Me, Guide Me,”
which was published in 1987. In
the preface to this hymnal we
read: “’Lead Me, Guide Me’ is
born of the needs and aspirations
of black Catholics for music that

CNS PHOTO/JIM WEST

MEMBERS of Metro Catholic
Gospel Choir perform at St.
Augustine-St. Monica Church in
Detroit Aug. 22.
reflects both our African
American and our Catholic faith.”
In the reflections which follow,
references are to the hymn numbers in this hymnal.
The thoughts which follow are
inspired by “Black and Catholic:

the Challenge and Gift of Black
Folk,” which was edited by
Dominican Sister Jamie T. Phelps.
Of special note is Chapter Five, titled “Foundations for Catholic
Theology in an African American
Context” by M. Shawn Copeland.
If we go back to the years of
slavery, it is remarkable that an
enslaved people were optimistic
their God would lead them to
freedom as he had led the
Israelites. They expressed their
optimism in lyrics like:
The Lord told Moses what to do
Let my people go;
To lead the children of Israel
through
Let my people go.
Oh let us all from bondage flee;
Let my people go;
And let us all in Christ be free;
Let my people go. (No. 298)
In the midst of overwhelming
pain the enslaved found solace as
they turned to Jesus, who understands what it is to suffer:
In my trials, Lord, walk with me.
In my trials, Lord, walk with me.
When my heart is almost breaking,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with
me. (No. 263)
Slaves refused to accept their
condition. They knew they were
meant to be free.
Oh Freedom, Oh Freedom,
Oh Freedom over me:
And before I’d be a slave,
I’ll be buried in my grave.

And go home to my Lord
And be free. (No. 298)
When the physical chains of enslavement had been removed,
African Americans were still not
free. They knew that the nation
where they lived had declared: “All
men are created equal and are endowed by their Creator with inalienable rights.” They continued
to sing and pray to God that the
rights promised them would truly
be theirs. It took a man of faith,
Martin Luther King Jr., to lead
them in their journey. “Freedom
Songs” took on new meaning and
inspired them to look for a new
day. Like King, African Americans
looked forward to the “Promised
Land” where there would be joy.
Come and go with me to my
Father’s house
Where there’s joy, joy, joy. (No.
250)
There was a conviction that in
spite of conditions and prejudice:
I’ve got a feeling, ev’ry thing’s
gonna
Be alright. Jesus already told
me, ev’ry thing’s gonna
Be alright. (No. 252)
Even though King was assassinated, they knew that his dream
would come to fruition. Nothing
could stand in the way of Christ,
the “King of Kings.”
He is King of Kings,
He is Lord of Lords,
Jesus Christ the first and last,
No one works like Him. (No. 86)

In this new millennium there is
a conviction that every Christian
African American can lay claim to
all that Jesus has promised them.
With joy in their hearts they sing:
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
O what a foretaste of glory divine!
This is my story, this is my song
Praising my Savior all the day
long. (No. 199)
Within the fold of the Catholic
tradition it is precious to share in
the banquet of God’s children
and sing:
One Bread, one Body, one Lord
of All,
One cup of blessing which we
bless.
And we, though many, throughout the earth,
We are one body in this one
Lord. (No. 139)
It is such a grace to have faith in
Jesus and to walk in his presence.
He touched me, O, He touched
me;
And O the joy that floods my soul;
Something happened and now
I know
He touched me and made me
whole. (No. 167)
Black Catholics will continue to
sing and celebrate their faith as
they move forward in a time of
hope.
Mary L. Leisring is the director
of the Office of Black Catholic
Ministry for the Archdiocese of
Denver.
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Focus 11: Listening for God’s call
BY JOHN GLEASON

How young is too young to
bring up the subject of vocations with children? Vocation
leaders say anytime is good and
the organizers of Focus 11 vocation awareness days want every
Catholic child to be aware that
God may be calling them.
Focus 11, now in its fourth
year, is an event to inform students in the sixth (usually 11year-olds) and 11th grades
about vocations. These two
grades were chosen because
studies have shown that most
priests, consecrated and religious persons first thought
about their vocation around the
age of 11 and again in their junior year of high school.
The program was held at Holy
Trinity School in Westminster.
More than 1,260 students attended the program, which was
held Oct. 20-22. High school
students attended the first day
and grade school children divided up in the second two days.
The day consists of Mass, a
panel discussion and a scavenger
hunt. Dominican Sister Teri Wall,
local chair for Focus 11, said the
turnout was gratifying.
“That the word is spreading
about the event is a good thing,”
Sister Wall said, “And we’re seeing results too. I heard about
one young girl who attended
last year and now is giving serious consideration to becoming
a sister. This was something
that she’d never mentioned to
family before.”
To help prepare students for
Focus 11, a lesson plan is sent

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

SISTER Carolyn Hoying, C.P.P.S., visits with sixth-graders from St. Mary
School in Littleton during this year’s FOCUS 11 vocations awareness
program held at Holy Trinity School in Westminster Oct. 20-22.
out to religion teachers of all the
Catholic schools that will be
participating. The lesson plan
includes lecture, discussion and
visual aids.
Delia Taylor, former longtime
principal at St. Catherine of Siena
School in Denver who now
teaches religion to junior high
students at Our Lady of Fatima
School in Lakewood, said that the
students really get into the discussion as to what they must do
to be ready for God’s call.
“We talk about what God could
be calling them for,” Taylor told
the Denver Catholic Register.
“And when the day is over and
we’re back in the classroom, we
discuss
the
topic
again.
Sometimes they see it differently
on how they can serve the Lord
when they get older.”

Gabriel Serio, 11, attends St.
James School in Denver. During
Mass, he proclaimed the first
Scripture reading. In it, the
soon-to-be prophet Jeremiah
tells God that he is too young to
speak, to which God tells him to
have no fear because he is with
him.
“Jeremiah was listening to

God call him,” Serio said. “I understand why he questioned
God. We may be getting a call
but not hear it at first. What we
learn here and in class is that we
have to listen all the time. Just
because we’re kids doesn’t mean
God isn’t talking to us.”
Michael Giacomini, 11, attends St. Bernadette School in
Lakewood. He agreed with Serio
that a call can come but not
everyone hears it.
“But if you lead with your
heart, you’ll know what God is
wanting of you,” Giacomini said.
“It’s like we heard at Mass; what
we have to do is ask Jesus what he
wants us to do with our life.”
One of the activities that students participated in was a scavenger hunt. The children had to
venture through tables attended

by representatives from different religious orders.
Sister Sharon Smith of the
Sisters
of
Charity
of
Leavenworth said while many
students pick up the literature,
more interest comes from the
older students.
“They ask more questions
about religious life,” she said.
“About what it’s like and how did
I come to hear God’s call.”
Sister Smith said that during
lunch she talked with some of
the teenagers and was pleased
at what they had to say.
“Many were surprised that the
sisters are regular people who
have interests and hobbies,” she
said. “We’re not perfect and we
too had to listen when God
called us, but there is no mistaking when he does.”
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Can’t wait for the book? See the Bible at the movies or on TV
BY HARRY FORBES AND JOHN
MULDERIG

NEW YORK (CNS)—It’s no secret that the Bible has long offered filmmakers a wealth of rich
source material. The stories contained within this cornerstone of
Judeo-Christian faith and pillar of
Western literature provide an ap-

parently irresistible mix of saints
and sinners to those rapacious
Tinseltown moguls always on the
lookout for crowd pleasers in the
public domain.
In his 1997 “Jesus at the
Movies,” W. Barnes Tatum points
out that within three years of the
invention of cinema there were
as many versions of the Passion

narrative committed to film. The
Crucifixion also figures in D.W.
Griffith’s 1916 epic, “Intolerance.”
The life of Jesus has been recounted innumerable times, the
earliest major version being “King
of Kings.” That 1927 silent was the
work of master biblical epic-maker
Cecil B. DeMille, though it was
Nicholas Ray who helmed the

CNS PHOTO/NEWLINE

OSCAR Isaac and Keisha Castle-Hughes star in a scene from the movie
"The Nativity Story." Harry Forbes, director of the U.S. bishops' Office
for Film & Broadcasting and staff critic John Mulderig give an overview
of Bible-related movies produced by Holly wood over the years.
1961 remake with Jeffrey Hunter’s
blue-eyed matinee-idol Christ.
Both Old and New Testaments
continued to provide rich fodder
through the transition to sound,
with DeMille again leading the
charge with such simultaneously
reverential and racy fare as “The
Sign of the Cross” (1932).
The stately, picture-postcard
“The Greatest Story Ever Told” in
1965—based on Fulton Oursler’s
best-seller—featured a host of unlikely Hollywood stars in cameo
roles: John Wayne as a centurion,
Jose Ferrer as Herod and Sidney
Poitier as Simon of Cyrene, to
name a few, and Ingmar Bergmanstar Max Von Sydow as an imposing and reverential Savior.
After these epic excesses, director Pier Paolo Pasolini’s no-frills
rendering, “The Gospel According
to St. Matthew,” was widely acclaimed as the definitive telling of
the story—though Mel Gibson’s
2004 box-office champ, “The
Passion of the Christ,” was the
most detailed account of Our
Lord’s final earthly day.
The year 1973 saw two musical
incarnations of the Jesus story—
both adapted from the stage. In
Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim
Rice’s “Jesus Christ Superstar”
and
Stephen
Schwartz’s
“Godspell,” the narrative was filtered through a rock star and hippie sensibility, respectively.
Christ’s birth received a picturesque retelling in 2006’s “The
Nativity Story,” though there was
some consternation when star
Keisha Castle-Hughes, who portrayed Mary, became the more
usual kind of unwed mother in
real life.
In terms of Old Testament adaptations, the prize goes to “The Ten
Commandments”—DeMille’s
1956 remake of his 1923 silent—
which never fails to garner whopping ratings in its annual TV outing. After Charlton Heston’s recent
death, it was his portrayal of Moses
that dominated all the obituaries.
John Huston’s somewhat ponderous “The Bible” (1966)—an anthology which covered creation
through the story of Abraham—
was a noble attempt to dramatize
the earliest passages of Genesis.

But Steve Carell’s 2007 “Evan
Almighty,” with the star as a modern-day Noah, arguably trumped
the earlier movie’s flood story.
Pious, often lengthy epics like
DeMille’s 1949 “Samson and
Delilah,” 1959 “Solomon and
Sheba” and 1960 “The Story of
Ruth” continued to mine the
Hebrew Scriptures with entertaining but less artful results.
Two popular scripturally
themed 19th-century novels—
Polish
novelist
Henryk
Sienkiewicz’s “Quo Vadis” and
Lew Wallace’s “Ben Hur: A Tale of
the Christ”—have received multiple screen treatments dating
back to the silent era. The former,
which charts the activities of St.
Peter in the early days of the
church, was especially wellserved in its 1951 MGM version.
The lavish 1925 silent version
of “Ben-Hur” with Ramon
Novarro still impresses with its
evocative use of tinting and spectacular chariot race, but William
Wyler’s 1959 remake with
Charlton Heston was heralded as
superior, picking up a then-unprecedented 11 Oscars, including
one for best picture.
Other stories that intertwined
fictional, biblical and historical
events were adaptations of Lloyd
Douglas’ “The Robe” (1953) and its
even more kitschy 1954 sequel,
“Demetrius and the Gladiators,” as
well as 1962’s “Barabbas.”
Television picked up the biblical
mantle early on, with Gian Carlo
Menotti’s Nativity-themed opera
“Amahl and the Night Visitors,” a
holiday staple, starting in 1951.
Made-for-TV biblical movies—
”Peter and Paul” (1981), “A.D.”
(1985), “Joseph” (1995), “Moses”
(1995), and “David” (1997), among
them—are too plentiful for discussion here, but let it be said that
Franco Zeffirelli’s “Jesus of
Nazareth” (1977) stands high in
the pantheon of quality Gospel
adaptations.
Harry Forbes is director and John
Mulderig is on the staff of the Office
for Film & Broadcasting of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops.
More reviews are available online
at www.usccb.org/movies.
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Nebraska farmer says working the land deepens his Catholic faith
BY LISA MAXSON

OMAHA, Neb. (CNS)—For Curt
Arens, working the land of his
grandparents’ farm along Bow
Creek in Crofton not only brings
him pleasure and a source of income, but also deepens his
Catholic faith.
Raised on that land, the 44year-old Arens writes about
learning how to farm and the importance of his Catholic faith in
his first book, “Down to Earth:
Celebrating a Blessed Life on the
Land.”
It was published in January by
ACTA Publications in Illinois—
www.actapublications.com—as
part of its “American Catholic
Experience” series, which features first-person reflections by
laypeople.
Arens’ 110-page book is filled
with short stories about his upbringing and the people who impacted his life—his family and
friends and those in his parish and
community. It traces his development as a farmer and a Catholic.
“The book is a tribute to the sacredness of rural life, particularly
those hardworking, generous people in my own community,” Arens
said. “It is about the faith and farm
lessons I’ve learned from my parents and grandparents, from my
wife, children and in-laws, and
from my neighbors and friends.”
Arens tells about growing up on
the family farm, imparting his personal stories about the details of
farm life, of being a good steward,
experiencing college and eventually marrying and taking over the
family farm from his parents, all
with faith at the base of each story.
A veteran freelance writer,
Arens and his wife, Donna, have
three children.
He has been published in the
Norfolk Daily News and
Successful Farming, Nebraska
Farmer, Nebraska Life, American
Profile and Living Here magazines. He started “Farm to Family
Connection,” a Yankton, S.D.based weekly radio program promoting local family farms and
communities.
He also writes a weekly column, “Farm to Family,” for the six
newspapers owned by the
Northeast
Nebraska
News
Agency in Hartington.
Arens told the Catholic Voice,
newspaper of the Omaha
Archdiocese, that he wrote
“Down to Earth” because he felt
there was a need for more materials and books for rural Catholics
and Christians that focus on the
unique aspects of being in a rural
parish and community and on a
family farm.
He said the National Catholic
Rural Life Conference, based in
Des Moines, Iowa, is a “great organization” that works in this
arena, and he wanted to write the
book to add something to what is
already out there.
“I also think farming is maligned
by young people as a career choice

CNS PHOTO/COURTESY OF CURT ARENS

because it appears too difficult
and poverty-stricken,” he said. “It
is difficult, sometimes grueling.
However, there are important rewards in raising a family in a rural
area, wrapping oneself in the safety and loving embrace of a closeknit rural parish and community,
and being closer than most to
God’s wonderful creation.”
Arens spoke of two messages in
the book: that food should never
be taken for granted and the importance of deep devotion to the
Eucharist and the Mass.
“We have gotten so used to
cheap and plentiful food, but family farmers know that food is never
guaranteed,” he said. “A few minutes of hail or a few weeks of
drought can destroy a crop before
our very eyes. Months of labor and
expense can be dashed away in
short order. We truly need to value
the gift of food from our Creator.”
Jesus could have chosen any
medium in which to be present at
the Mass, but during the Last
Supper he chose the bread, a
product of wheat from the fields,
and wine, a product of the vine —
both agricultural products—to
be present every time Mass is celebrated, he said.
“The consecration is a sacred
time—one of truly solemn awe—
and as Catholics and farmers, we
have a special appreciation for
this great gift of his presence with

CURT ARENS, a
farmer in Crofton,
Neb., has written
a book called
"Down to Earth:
Celebrating a
Blessed Life of
the Land," about
his family, his
faith and farm
life. Arens is a
member of St.
Rose of Lima
Parish in Crofton.
He is pictured in
an undated photo.

us in these products of the land,”
he said.

BOOK
Title: “Down to Earth:
Celebrating a Blessed Life on
the Land”
Author: Curt Arens
Publisher: ACTA Publications,
Ill.
Cost: $9.95, plus shipping and
handling
Order: online at
actapublications.com or
amazon.com

Arens said his faith is strong,
but still forming.

“I am a Catholic who goes
through the rhythm of faith like
anyone else. However, I have a
deep devotion—dating back to
my
preparation
for
first
Communion with Sister Veronica
Wolff at St. Rose of Lima School—
to the holy Eucharist and I love
the Mass,” Arens said. “I also am
keenly aware of God’s presence
not only at Mass, but in the fields
and meadows that I have the
honor to steward over.”
He said he learns something
new about his faith every day
from God, his pastor, his family
and his friends.
“And believe me,” he said, “I’m
paying attention.”
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Mass And Prayer Vigil: for the unborn.
Mass at St. Pius X, 13670 E. 13th Place,
Aurora followed by vigil at Planned
Parenthood Clinic, 7155 E. 38th Ave.,
Denver.
Nov. 1: Mass 8:15 a.m.
Vigil 9:30 a.m.
Healing Service And Praise Mass: led
by Father Sebastien Pelletier at St.
Catherine Church 4200 Federal Blvd.,
Denver.
Nov. 1: 6:30 p.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: with Father
Adreas Hock at Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. Benediction and
rosary.
Nov. 2: 3 p.m.
Ecumenical Healing Service: at St.
Martin de Porres Church, 3300 Table
Mesa Drive, Boulder. Call 303-4997744 for more information.
Nov. 3: 6 p.m.
Prayer Service: to celebrate and give
thanks for our military at St. Frances
Cabrini Church, 6673 W. Chatfield Ave.,
Littleton. A reception will follow. Call
303-979-7688 for more information.
Nov. 14: 7 p.m.
Jubilee Mass: to celebrate 150th anniversary of Sisters of Charity of
Leavenworth at Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception 1530
Logan St., Denver with Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., will be
main celebrant. Reception to follow.
Nov. 16: Mass 12:30 p.m.
Reception 1:30 p.m.
Annual St. Cecilia Mass: and blessing
of pastoral musicians at Sts. Peter and
Paul Church, 3900 Pierce St., Wheat
Ridge. Call 303-715-3156 for more information.
Nov. 21: 7 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS

Hesburgh Lecture Series: continues
with “The New Immigrant Church”
given by Father Daniel Groody, C.S.C.
of University of Notre Dame in Regis
University chapel, 3333 Regis Blvd.,
Denver.
Nov. 6: 7 p.m.

Craft Fair: at St. John the Baptist
Church, 323 Collyer St., Longmont.
Handmade items, gifts and food.
Nov. 1- 2: 9 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

New Membership And Leadership:
needed for Boy Scouts and Girl
Scouts. Council Meeting to be held
at JPII Center, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver. Call 303-522-8828 for information.
Nov. 8: 10 a.m.

Sister Marie Brinkman: will sign copies
of her new book, “Emerging Frontiers,
Renewal in the Life of Women
Religious,” at Tattered Cover
Bookstore, 2526 E. Colfax Ave.,
Denver.
Nov. 3: 7:30 p.m.

Formation Program: for those interested in joining the Secular Discalced
Carmelite Community at St. Thomas
More Church 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. Call 303-806-9923 for
information.
Nov. 8: 8:30 a.m.

CLAY Sponsored Service Project: serving dinner to elderly at Little Sisters
of the Poor, 3629 W. 29th Ave.,
Denver. Call 303-455-6632 to help.
Nov. 5: 5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Archbishop’s Lecture Series: continues with Stanley Hauerwas who’ll
speak on “Discipleship as a Craft:
The Church as Disciplined
Community” in Bonfils Hall at JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Call 303-715-3123 for details.
Nov. 17: 7 p.m.

Evening Of Hope: presented by Seeds
of Hope Charitable Trust at Seawell
Grand Ballroom. Dining and entertainment. Call 303-715-3127 or online at
seedsofhopetrust.org for details.
Nov. 7: 6 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Holiday Boutique and Bake Sale: at St.
Francis de Sales parish, 324 S.
Sherman St., Denver. Gifts, baked
goods and raffle.
Nov. 15: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Nov. 16: 9 a.m. - noon

Gregorian Chant Retreat: conducted
by Sister Hildegard Budnick, OSB, at
Abbey of St. Walburga in “Virginia
Dale, CO. Three-day retreat will
focus on psalms and antiphons; theory, chant notation. Cost $175, which
includes room and meals. Call 970472-0612 for information and reservations.
Nov. 21-23

Annual Craft And Bake Sale: at Our
Lady of Mount Carmel, 3549 Navajo
St., Denver. More than 20 crafters
and home baked goodies. Call 303455-0447.
Nov. 22-23

Make Plans Now: for Advent and
Christmas retreats at St. Malo
Retreat Catholic Retreat Center in
Estes Park. Personal or group retreats available. Call 303-747-0201
for information.

Altar and Rosary Society: at St. Rose
of Lima Church, 355 S. Navajo St.,
Denver is looking for crafters and vendors for their annual fair in November.
Call Sue, 303-727-9228.
Nov. 22 and 23

Support Group: to deal with the loss
of a child at St. Joan of Arc Church,
12735 W. 58th Ave., Arvada. Call 303431-5278.
2nd and 4th Wed. of the month

Venders Needed: for Our Lady of
Mount Carmel craft and bake sale in
November. Cal Phyllis at 303-4318858.
Nov. 22 and 23

RETREATS/SEMINARS

A Night To Remember: annual dinnerdance and auction at Sts. Peter and
Paul School. Event at Arvada Center,
6901 Wadsworth in Arvada. Tickets
$40 per person. Call 303-424-0402
for information.
Nov. 1: 5:30 p.m.

Orientation Meetings: for those interested in becoming a deacon at JPII
Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver,
room 111. Call Deacon John Smith for
more information 303-715-3198.
Nov. 1: 1 p.m.
Nov. 15: 9 a.m.

Annual Holiday Bazaar: at Queen of
Peace Church, 13120 E. Kentucky Ave.,
Aurora.
Nov. 1: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Nov. 2: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Next Installment Of St. Paul Lectures:
getting to know the Apostle to the
Gentiles conducted by Father Daniel
Norick, V.F., at St. Anthony of Padua
Church, 3801 W. Ohio Ave., Denver.
Nov. 4: 6:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.

PILGRIMAGES/TOURS
Thirteen-Day Pilgrimage: to the Holy
Land led by Father Tomas Fraile from
St. Cajetan Parish. Call rectory for
details, 303-922-6306.
Mar. 26 - April 7, 2009
Apostolic Pilgrimage: to Austria,
Germany and Italy led by Father Greg
Ames from Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish. Call 303-452-2041 Ext. 121 for
details.
May 20 - June 4, 2009
Year Of St. Paul Pilgrimage: to
Greece and Turkey with Father
Grzegorz Cioch. Eighteen days on
Aegean Sea, visit to ancient ruins,
Mass in Mary’s house in Ephesus.
Call 303-773-8130 for details.
May 27 - June 8, 2009
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Center
From Page 10
needed; I even have an interview for a new
job. Without them it would have been impossible.”
Hosseini said she prays every day and
that the proof God heard her prayers is the
presence of the volunteers at the center.
“They give hope,” she said. “Of that I’m
sure.”

Mass
From Page 11
Michalek, 41, is a graduate of the
University of Iowa College of Law in Iowa
City, Iowa, and currently a shareholder
with the firm of Kennedy Childs & Fogg,
P.C., in Denver. He and his wife Julie have
two children, Jack and Kate.
The St. Thomas More Award goes to a person who exemplifies the intellect, integrity
and moral courage of St. Thomas More in
service to God, family and profession.
Michalek said he was a little shocked to
get the award.
“I’m just humbled to receive this,” he told
the Register. “I think the world of what the
guild has done and respect the members
immensely. To receive this from them is
simply a great honor.”
The Lifetime Achievement Award is given
to lawyers for outstanding lifetime contributions to religion, profession and country.
Gerdes attended Creighton University
and later received her master’s degree in law

At the dedication event, five Sisters of
Loretto who are among the longest serving volunteers in the program were honored: Sister Benedicta Feeney, Sister
Marietta Goy, Sister Kathleen O’Malley
Sister Barbara Schulte and Sister
Rosemary Wilcox. All have given many
hours of their time, said Carr.
“Beyond volunteer efforts, their faith in
the mission has provided inspiration for
many other volunteers and staffers,” Carr
said. “We’ve been blessed by their presence and their spirit.”

taxation from the University of Denver in
1991. In private practice as a tax controversy
attorney in Denver for 10 years, she has been
employed with the Denver District
Attorney’s Office and is currently a senior
deputy district attorney in the Economic
Crime Unit.
“As I look through the list of individuals
who have preceded me in receiving the
award I am brought to complete humility to
be following in their footsteps,” Gerdes told
the Register. “It’s a great honor for me and I
am overwhelmed by the consideration the
board gave me in presenting this to me. It’s
unbelievably daunting.”
Allott said that in this day when it seems to
be more popular to not live one’s faith in
public the two Catholic organizations’
membership and support of the Red Mass
offers important encouragement.
“I think that we’re fortunate that we’re
able to share as lawyers the knowledge of
the body of law and the knowledge of the
body of the Church,” she said. “I find it
humbling to be part of a group that cherishes and values both in a time when it’s
not always an easy thing to do.”
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about the burden of care.
Disabled people may elect to
forgo life support in a living will
under the misguided notion
that they are acting selflessly.
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Advocates claim that the control over end-of-life care is valuable for disabled people because they are often the victims
of dependence. By forgoing life
support, such individuals act
autonomously and thus affirm
their human worth. Yet it is a
curious kind of autonomy that
liberates only by having people
make themselves dead. This

does not empower disabled
people; it constitutes a final
surrender to helplessness.
Perhaps a better approach is
for both disabled and able-bodied people to complete advance
directives that presume in favor
of life-support while permitting
proxies to forgo such treatment
should it become fruitless. That
is, proxies should discontinue

life-sustaining measures only if
death is inevitable and imminent, the measures cause intractable suffering, or the financial burden the treatment imposes on families is truly excessive in light of its limited benefit for sustaining patients’ lives.
Disabled people should never
accede to a vision of health care
planning that disparages the

lives they have lived. Any advance directive should clearly
display a presumption in favor
of a will for living.
Stephen L. Mikochik is a professor at Temple University Law
School. He is presently chairelect of the National Catholic
Partnership on Disability and is
himself blind.
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